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GEIRISTIAL  BANNER.

“1fany man epeak, let him speck as the oracles of God *
& This is luve, thut we walk aftes his commandmens.”

. YOL. VIL CQBOURG, NOVEMBER, 1853. NO.11L

CHRISTIAX UNION.

[Feom the Christian Bapsist.]

Normine can reconzile the differaut seets in religion to relinquish
their sectarian names aud crecds for the name of christian and the
word of (God, but a cicar proof that their names and creeds are not
ouly unseriptural, but are subversive of the christian character, and
in their consequences )revent the vorld from believing in Jesus
Christ. In former cssays I bave showan, in some degree, the truth
of these things, and f{eel surc that cvery tender-hearted christian
eannot fail to feel much affected by such considerations.

I prorised, in my last essay, to give a short account of the
origiu of creedsas distinguished from the word of God in the gospel.
This I do, the more cffeetually. to evinee the deception that is prac-
tised upen the world aund the dulusion under which it labors on this
subject.

The first ereed of which we are informed. as distinguished from
& the faith which was once delivered to the saints” is presented to va
under the imposing but false title of * The Apostle’s Creed,” which
is 50 often repeated by the Roman Catholics and the Episcopalians as

. of divine origin.  Dupin, in his Eeclesiastical History of the first
; century, than whom = more correct and impartial historian lhas not

lived, thoagh of Cathulic profession, makes it abundantly evident that
thig creed was not compased by the apostles.  Saint Jerome says that
the faith of the e¢resd was an apastolic tradition, and was not written
on paper by the apastles. - The fathers of the three first ages”
Dupin obscrves, ~ disputing with hereties, do not pretend to say that
the oreed was composad by the apastles, but that the dootrine eom-

_ prised in the creed is that of the apostles” « We find,”® he farther

remarks, » in the sccoad and third azes of the church as many creeds
as authors, and the sum: author scts the oreed down afier a different
manner in several plac.s of hisworks, whioh plainly shows that there
was not then any cieed that was roputed io be the apostles, nor cven
any reputed or established ~form of faith emoept that which was
written in the word of God. St Jerome exbibits two different oreeds,
and Tertullian 1nade use of three different oreeds in three several

. places; all of whizh orzokzare diffsrent frora the Vulgate.” So much

for the origin of the st erced, which is rung upon all the changes so
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B4 THE CHRISTIAN BANNER.

often every Sabbath by Catholics and Episcopalians as apostolic.

The pext one which we shall notice, and which is the most distin-
guished instance of ereed making in history, is the Nicene Creed,
which was made by and under the authority of Constantine the Great,
in the year 325, 4nd was éstablished as the constitution and test of
the true Catholie church, and the divine measure of all eortho-
doxy. .

The history of this erced is the following There were in tho

church of Alexandria, in Egypt, two pastors, one numed Alexander, |

and the other Arius. Alexander, on a eertain seceacion, Afirmed in
reference to the Trinity, that there was* an wnity in Trinity, and
particularly that the Son was co-eternal, and co-sub-taniial, and of he
same dignity with the Father.” Arius ohjected ti the language, ana
urged that ** If the Father begat the Son, he who was begotten must
~ hive a beginning of his existence as Son ; and from hence, said he, it
is manifest that there wags a time when the Son was not,” &e. This
difference in speculation between these two men, neither of whom
scems to have attended to the seriptural statements on the subject,
involved all christendom in a fame and set bishops against bishops,
who set the people together by the ears, and gave odceasion. as Lou-
ates in his chureh history observes; to the heathen to ridieule the

Constantine, who. by reasoun of these disputes, renounced christianity

t
1
i

t

and returned to Paganism, used to call into his prescuce the boxers
on each side of the controversy, to abuse each other for his amusc-
ment. «

The dispute between Alexander and Arius occasioned Constantine
to call his Ecumenical Council—the council of the whole world, as it
was called, to settle the orthodoxy on the subjeci. who decreed as
follows :— We believe in one God, the Father Almigaty, maker of
all things, visible and invisible ; and in one Lora, Jesus Christ, the
Son of Grod, the unly begotten, begotten of the Father, that is. of the
substanee of the Father, God of God, Light of Light. true Gnd of
. true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Futher,” &e.
.This was the established cveed, or the iron bedstead by which every
- manavas to be measured, and to be lopped or streteted as he might

f.tion avas forged - the inferneal instruments of tortuve and death . for
i effecting uniformity in religion,” which were putinto the hands of the
. clergy by civil authority. This oceurred in A. D. 323, and was the
| -first regular establishment of chrisilanity by civil autherity, and has
¢ been perpetnated down to the prescnt time inthe old world. At that
; dme Coustnntine, though untaptized, asstmed the title of Universal
l{»Bishop, With this creed. and the power of punishing hereties, was
1 exhibited the full revelation of the Man of Sin, and with it was estab-
lished the kingdom of the clergy. See Jones' History of the Chureh,
i vol. L. .-[tswag at this time, as Dapin renarks. that* bishops mes
y-together with-liberty, being supported by the authority of princes,

i 2nd made ahundance of rules concerning the ordinances of the church.

|

t

¢ Previeus o thisthe discipline was plain and simple, and the church

“be toolong or too short, sccording toits dimensions. With its erce- !

| kad no ether splendor to recommend it bué what the holiness of the

christian religion upon their publie theatres. Julian. the nephew of ™



[ g oty

THE CHRISTIAN BANNER. 286

! manners of the livesof the christians gave it.”

Had the poor worms of the’ dust. Alexander and Arius and Atha-

i nasius, been let.alone to enjoy their speculations, with a mederate

attention to the word of God, their differences of opinion would
cither have done no harm, would have been healed, or would have

. died with them.

&
Joues, in his history, remarks, that % the effects of this general

.
e il astes

council were to lay the foundation of a systen. of persecution of - a

complexion altogether new, professing christians tyrannizing over the
g s P

; consciences of each other, and inflicting tortures and cruelties far

greater thait they had sustained from their heathen persecutors.”

¢ Bach side of the Arian controversy, when in power, persecuted the

other with the most ruthless sanguinary violerce. Truc christianity

had nothing to do in this dark business. This was’ the revelation ;

of the Man of Sin whieh had heen previously let or hindered by pagan
emperors.

The difference between Alexander and Arius arose from the neg-
lect or disregard of the doctrinal statements and facts as revealed in
the word of God on the subjeet of the nature and character of Christ,
and by induiging in metaphysical speculations, aided by Clement’s
natural religion, without regard to the word.

It is impossible for those who entertain a reverential regard for the

- great God not to be struck with the presumption of sinful, ignorant, '

erring mortals, who would dare to investigate a subjecs of such awful

1o go further in the discovery of Gud than he has revealed him-

self.

1t would now seem, that, according to the most erlightened serip-
ture views of the subject, both sides of the Arian controversy in the
fourth: century were wrong. and vet both in some degree were right :—
for as has been observed by 2 distinguished orthodox writer of Iu-

© impurt as the modus of the divine existence, or who -vould presume

rope of the vresent day, and which agrees pretty much with the prin-

ciples o7 the Andover school in Massachusetts, ¢ Divine revelation
never leads us to conesive of the Son’ of God abstractly from the
incarnation of the Word. fhe Word that was God was made flesh.
The Huly Gbost overshadowed the Virgin Mary ;—this was the
reason, not nuly of Ler conceiving that boly thing, but also of its being

calied the Sonef God.  Altheugh the sonship of Christ always sup-

. poses and-includes his godhead, in which ghe eternal original and

essential dignity of his person consists ; yetit does not appear from
seripture that he is called the Son of God, merely as God, or to teach

us the origin and manner of his existence in the godhea?;it seems

- applicable to him as Emanuel, God with us.” Human krowledge of

Jenoval can go o further than the terms in which the divire nature

" as Father, Son, and Holy Ghest, are revealed. The cherubim veil the

rest with their wings.

In the western states 2 very unnrofitable controversy les oxisted

on this subject. If men eould be content with the seripture sinte-
ments.of the nature and character of Christ, and eculd renlize the
fact that he was worshipped as God by inspired apostles and chris-

- tians for which they suffcred death, and which was indeed the first

.

¢ -

i
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[l ren be followers together of me. and mark them who walk so.2s you
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’7 cause of their persccution, it woutd ond sll controversy, and we wonld
1| soonm see a union of sentimens. Without the agreement that Christ
1, ia really an objeot of worship, and is of course Divine, there can never !

1
.'1 be christian uniou betweon them.
t! These disputes have originated a technical phrascelogy on both
i« sides, whioh Las greatly narrowcd the vocabulary in religion, and has
.. rendered some modes of oxpression almost obsolote, which were indul-
i{ god in without seruple by the sacred writers. Thoy havo occasioned,
t' on the Arian sido of tho question, in wany instances, the relinguish.
.. ment of the latitude with which the seriptures express themselves |-
1t on the nature and glory of Cirist, and have produced a scrupulous |
i1 and systematic caste of dietion which is altogether inconsistent with
" the noble freedom displayed by the inspired penmen. Many expres-
sions arc employed, without hesitation, in scripture, which are rarcly
:] found even in the diroct form of quotation in their writings, and are
} never heard in the:r public addresses but with a view of subjecting
Y them to explauations and speculations, which so mutilate and mar the
‘. character of Christ as to render him altogetlior an objeet unfis for tho
ii worship of christians ; and who, if thus seen, had nover. been worsh-
ipped by Stephen and Paul and the apostolie ehristians. Paul wrote
his firat epistie to “ the chureh of God waich ia at Corinth,” and = to !
all that in every place call upon. or invoke, the name of, or worahip, |
{ Josus Ohrist our Lord, both their and our Lord.” i
[To e continnel) |
|
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SUPPORT OF CHRISTIAN OFFICERS.

For the Chrivtian Bannér.

Remarks on how far Blders of Christian churches and ¥ewlang

Men or Missionarics ought to be supported, and kow far they ought

to support themselvcs.
. {In No. 3 of the Christtan Banner, presont volume. page 81, I
i find ar article containing remarks on the manner of religious teach-
era' support, and the writer says, ¢ we want the seripture rule con-
cerning these things.” On reading the artiele, it oceurred to me that
something in the following, written some time ago. might be published |
as a beginuing to find the scripture rule, since there appears to be 2
good deal of mist brooding over (at least) many of the seets (not ex-
cepting some of tho disciples) on this subject.—dJ. 8]

The apostle Paul whew writing to the saiuts at Philippi says. ~ Breth-

bave us for an example,” and in the same passage, chap iii 17-19,
he exhorts against the example of those whose god was their appetite -
} and who minded earthly thirgs. Now, as the apostle enforves his
¢+ own example on all the saints at Philippi including bishops and dea-
{ oons, aud particularly on the elders of the church at Ephesus. Acts

I xx. 33, it is evident to me from these and other texts that the apostle
i e nforces his own example on all Christians, whatever their station in *
the churck may be ; and as Paunl teaches the same things everywhere,
¢ in every church, I conclude that elders ought to use reasonable en-
deavours to support themselves Otherwise they cannot be said to
folluw the example of the apostle. The wmau that refuses or neglects

B

-
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MY o d

te use reasonable cndeavors to support himself, is not following the
- exawmple of Paul, whatever pretensions to religion he may make. It
has never been denied by us that elders had & double elaim for sup-
port (that common members have) if they have need ; and I ask any
of the readers of the Christian Banncr if clders should take support -
when they have noneed 2 And 1 give the following reasons agninst
giving support when there is no nced: . -

Ist. All'that we possess we receive from God.  Wo are only stew-
ards of God. If elders have no 1.ced of snppurt they onght to be
thankful that God has placed them in such circumstancesas to be
able to support themselves. 2nd. To toiivw the czample of the apos-
tle in the text above quoted. 'I'he man who takes support when not
. in need, is not following the example of the apostle.  3rd. To evince
" that they remember the word of the Lord Jesus, that it is more bless- |
ed to gize than to receive. Acts xx. 85, 4th. To show they are not ,
greedy of filthy lucre, 1 Tim iii. 3. 5th. Ts remember the poor,
(al. il 10, and leave as mueh as possible in the hands of the deacons
i to distribute to those that are needy. ' . "
. Inis freely granted if an clder is disabled, or after using vreasonable
" endeavours he is unable to suppport Limself and those depending on .
‘. him, that he bas a double claim to support, and that it is the duty of |
i the church according to ability to support him inwhole or in part as -
;1 the ease may be during the period of his inability to suppert himself. |
;. Tt is also granted that if a ehoreh ealls upon an ekler to leave his
business and go upon the service of the church, that he cannot afford
it ta do this without bringing suffering upen himseif 6r on those depend. :
i ing on kim.  The ehureh is in duty bound to make up for him for the
. time rpent ; but the chureh is bound to do 80 to a private member.

I shall taie for granted at present that the readers of the Clhris- |
tian DBanner will admit that there should be a plarality of elders in :
every church. Brother Baton admits in No. 11 vol. 4., of The Chets- |
ticzn—that there is only one elass of eldersin the churches. This
© being granted, it follows that if office gives a cluim for support, all |
clders have gn equal claim as far as office is concerned. I would ask .
then, where & the ghusch that can support three or four elders, or even
the lowest plutality. 1t is presumed that the great majority of the
. churches apen primitive principles are not able to support one elder
without imposing upon the right of the poor, or taking {rom the means
by which the gospel should be sounded vut. T have no doubt bus ene
reason the Lord Jesus had for appointing a plarslity of elders in every
ehurch, was, todivide the lubor so that the jood work might be done |
withont belag burdensome. It ispresumed that the view coutended
for in the above remarks, namely, that elders ought to endeavenr w
support themselves, but when inability arising from sny reasonable .
¢ausc preveats them from doing 20, that they should have » doulle -
siaim upon the church for support, is the only view that Larmoniges |
with scriptu. e, or that experience proves to be practicable. After am
experience of forty-six years in the Christizn profession, 1 feel confi-
dens that any other system will only end in setting one part of serip-
ture againet auother. and also prove opproasive to the paople of Chal.

T
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; elders are to laber for their own support ; shat is, I suppose, churches |
‘| that are poor and few in number. Paul urgeslabour on the elders at
! Ephesus, and we shall endeavour to cxamine the circumstances of
i that church. Paul on his arrival at Ephesus, Acts xix. 1.7, finds
"' twelve men: and the women are generally as numerous as the men |
‘: in churches. Same chapter, farther on, we find numerous eonversions.

By examining the letter sent ¢o the saints at Bphesus and the first '

I letter to Timothy who resided at Ephesus at the tiue, we find exhort. |
ft ations to hushands and wives, parents and children, aged men and
aged women. young men aud young women, widows, &e.  Lhis goes

f‘ far to prove a nuinerows cowch.  We also find charges given to the

rieh. which proves there were such in that church. A farther proof

b of wealth isfound in the fact of even @ part of the converts after their
conversion burning curious books valued at fijty thousand picces of
sifver.  Poor people could nat have afforded to lay out so much. Paul

church was surrounded with enemies,—enemies within and without.
1 ask, is it not a clear nroot that elders of churches labored for their

[l

been said that the labors of a man devoting himself wholly 10 slwdy

: chureh at Bphesus was aumercus, but { eannos find any proof of such

a man being in that church wier: Paat took bis farewell of them. nei-

churehes as it regarded both waishing and teaching was by the apos-
tle committed to the elders.—i Brother, your are doing a goud  wurk—
giving at least “ forty stripes save ene” to those who make the Lord’s
temple a place of morehandize : bub. 2z an wdifyiag test of what is un-
derstood to be conveyed in this last sentenee, et two queries be put
' Did Timothy laber in Mahesus before or afler Paul’s farewel Lo which
* you allude 2 What did Lie do i Bphesus 1--D. O] '

" T shall now enumerate some of the evils arizing from devoting elders

P

—.d =
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' teachers that they may oot their lving without hard fabor. We hase
[ much reason io believe that it was sachacen who eorrupied the chris
. tian religion. and as such men ave mumsrous in the world, they op-
| pose the peopie when any of them.ssem o manifest o dispusiten 1o
¢ return to the truth. 2ad. Jt has necessarily led to the lujing aside
;7 of the seriptural ovder of

[

" laying aside of bratherly exhartstioas in the churchzs, When a.man
[ 2 . - - . N N N
b i3 paid for'teaching. it uitnrally follows Le.should do all the teaching,
Sy A + . N Y g oy Lo
I"and that those wlo are not paid bave no-. business to teach. The

7,

" in his farewell address to the clders of Eplicsus, shows that theé

' acholly to stady and teaching.  lst It induces uangodly maon 0 hecone

own support when the apestle urges labor upon the elders of 2 numé- |
rous church, containing rich peopie. surrounded with enemies. It has

- . . . n t
! and teaching is as necessary in a nuerous society as the labors of a
: schoolmaster. 1 have already shewn goud reason to believe tuat the |

ther any directions. to provide such a an, the whele ecare of the

o piuralisy of elders in.every ehurclh, as 7
cach church is net able tosappovi 2. plurality.  3rd. M hasled tothe

L . » . N N
| church is the schonf gff Christ on corth to.teach chrishap psople, to

! train them for the heavenly kingdom above, and, brotherly, exhorta-
" ton 45 Gud’s ordinance to rmse up yqualified olders and public teach-
" ors in the ebuvches; and whergver exbortation is.not atieuged to, it
" follows as a matter of course tuat the only wiy.to proeure,tenchers

v i 3 [ kP ) . i 5
1 i B0 g9t & young tan Leom, 1;(1‘, ademy. , 1hosg, y,OUug, Jugu gy
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‘ have good abilities for public speaking, but they are destitute of expe-
" rience and of most of the qualifications of elders, and often with little
knowledge of the seriptures. No wonder religion shonld be corrupted
under such men ; and the only remedy for the numerous evils which -
bave arisen out of these unscriptural plans, is a return to the primi-
tive practice of a plurality of elders in every chureh, and brotherly
* exhortations , and wherever these things are attended to, the amount
* required for regular teachers of the eliureh will scldom be burden-
some. 4th. It prevents the church from getting Pastorsas there is
not ability to pay one ; and sometimes the labors of one Pastor is divi-
ded boetween a plurality of churches, thus reversing the scripture rule.
. 5th. The manner of raising the minister’s stipend or salary is produe-
. tive of the following evils :—sometimes the stipend is attempted to
be raised by laying an assessment upon the members aceording to
their supposed ability to ay—this method being generally a source
of disedrd, some alleging they ave too liigh assessed while others are
too low, and the party regulating the assesmment is sure to come in
for a share of ill-will ; snuther method is to sell the seats of the meet-
, iag house, the best seats being at a higher rent come into the posses-
sion of the rich as they ave abler to pay, and the poor must be content
~ with the worst situation : moreover this metiod 1s a bar in the way of
people coming to hear the truth. Somutinmes a begging plate is placed
at the door of the meeting house ; ac other times officers go through
. the congregation (including strangers) with hats or wooden ladles beg-
ging coppers. To people thus poverty struck, a visit from some Naa-
| man with ten talents of silver, six thousand picces of gold, and ten
changes of raiment {cxpecially if thc cloth was of a {dek color) would
be very aceeptable. 1t is not likely they would follow the exawmple of
. Elisha, 2 Xings, v. 16, who when wrged would take none. I now ap-
peal to every honest and right hearted man if the evils here enumera-
_ted are not trae. I feel confident they are facts which cannot be
i denied.
Thus far of elders. Ishall now sey a little sbout Teaching Men
i or Missionaries.  If men are moving from place to place they cannot
" labor for their own support.  No righteous man should refuse  rea-
sonable remuneration for the time devoted to travelling for mission-
1. ary purpoges ; and T am sorry there isnot more ability aud even more
willinguess maniiestedin this good work. And theugh the real dis-
ciples are fow, I think a little more tack and co-operation might do
more than i» done; but T am of opinion that there is more time and
money consumed in travelling than is beaefietal.  To travel and give
a sermor or o few sermons here zud there way convert a few people,
but unless they ave united together znd tawght to observe the “all |
things” commanded, they often backslide ivto the wordd again. I
think when a wissiopary gets a fair licaring he ought to remain some
time, or at least to visit often, until the converts get in order.and
have seriptaval office-hearers ordnined. A missionary confining him-
self wisere there are vewly formed churches needing instruction may
. do great good, endeavoring atthe same time to lny the truth before
! those who arc withoub: and it is certainly the duty of the peoplée of .
God to.give encoutagement and support to such.men. Bui I cannot

[ o
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seo any authority in ecripture for asking aid to Missionaries from those
that are without. It scems to me that what is neodedfor the support
of thoso men should bo raised by voluntary collections among the
churches ; yet if any of those that ure without offer of their own
accord to aid, I sece no reason to refuse it.

Iivery Teacher of the Christian religion, whatever his station m the
chureh, ought to study as much s possible to be as little burden as
he cau, lest he should Zender the zospel—to act upon the apostolie
maxin, “ we seck not yours but you.?  And if o Missionary is sta.
tionary such as Paul at Corinth, 13phesus, or Phessalonies, he is as
much bound to lahor as elders are.  No man ean have more labor on
his hand than Peul kad at Bphesus He taught Jews and Grecks
repentance towards God and {uith toward our Ford Jesus Christ ; he
testified she zospel of the grace of Qod ; he preached the kingdomr of
Gorl ; he tanght the whole eounsel of God; be taught night and day,
publiely aud from house to house; he disputed daily (for 1wonths) in
the sehool of Lyrannus; he spoke boldly in the synagogue. Sce Aects
chapter xix—xx.  Nowan can pretend to a higher station than Paul;

for be had the care of all the churehes; but notwithstanding the mul- |

tiplicity of his labors he contrived to husband his time so as to find
loisure to earn his own suppors during long peri .  We hear a good
deal said about tho disciples of the present day b ing behind the an-
cient disciples. There may be taa much truth in this ; but it appears
to me that the emtrast is fally as wide between the preachers of the
present day and the primitive preachers. O that 1we had more glreack-
ers of Paul's spiiit.

Thus have I endeavored to shew how far Teaching men of Christian
chureles onght to be seppurtest aud how fur they ought to support
themselves.  What T ke said Iintend for general eases and circum-
stances. I freely adwilt that peculiar circumstances may arise that
will require to be ceusidercd otherwise than T have reasoned here
but a 1ittle common sense will generally be sufficicut o direet in such
ease3. I also admit freely that there are some brethren who have
very little ability for bolily labor. who nevertheless have great taleuts
for teaching the christian religion. Such men should be encouraged
and employed to use their talents in the service of religion as much
as possible.

Being now an old waan, approaching three.seore and ten. I am not
very {it for controversy, yet I hope I am not too gld to learn and I
also believe that I need to learn; and if any of the readers of the
Christien Banner thivk that I have misrepresented the seriptures, I
invite them to point out wherein I have erred. Bold assertions and
watters of opinion will not be reeeived as proof, however, It will-be
time enough to answer objections when they appear,

James Smrars.
River John, 21st Mazy, 1853. . :
- “”_.‘_-—____ .

GRAND RIVER BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.

Through the kindness of some friend the Minutes of this Associa-
tion for 1853 have been forwarded to this office. In looking ovorthe .
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Minutes we perceive that the Association met in June at St. George
—the number of churches in the Association forty-onc—the aggregate
membership numbering over two thousand five hundred. XldersJ:
Elliot, X. L. Davidsen, J. C. Lemon, H. Schnider. A. Slaght, J-
Stothard, J. Van Loen, E. Clarke, J. Clarke, A. Austin, A. Cleg-
horn, B. Smith, W. Smith, J. Moxom, J. J. Foile, J. Geble, F. Pie-
¥le, W. Haviland, G. Patton, 3. A. Courad, . Harris—twenty-one
ministers in all—were present at St. George on tic occasion. The
number of ministers in attendance and themumbers ey thus repre-
seuted, ax a matter of course, reoommend this denominational meet-
ing as worthy of note.

Wae see our old friend T. L. Davidson hud special work on hand at
this convention. The Baptists at Dundas, or rather quite a number
of them, having become well acquainted with three or four disciples
in that town, gave an invitation to these disciples to unite with them.
After ascertaining that they would be allowed membership without
measurement apen an iron-bedstead, the materials of which being the
articles of a human-wise creed, they aceepted the invitation. Where-
upon a mitority of the cl.urch, deshous of konmirg the Regular Bag-
tist eread, made an orthodox noise in respect to the irregularity.

The matter was taken up to the Associational Council. The fol-
lowing is a portion of the Report in reference to it :—

The Committee appointed by the Association to deliberate with
reference to the difficulty in the Chureh in Dundas, beg leave to
report that they met and organized, and heard imparially, the &!ate-
ments of both parties, pro and con, whereupon ¥/ 1ollowing questions
were proposed by Elder Thos. I. Davidsor, io those brethren who
were charged by their brethren who had seceded from them with a
departure from Regular Baptist principles and practice, which ques-
ticas were answered as herein below stated : —

1. Do you now see any evil arising from receiving members into

the Church by a mere majority vote.—Answered affirmatively.

2. Do you think a unanimous vote to be essentially necessary in |

order to the reception of members into Chureh fellowship 2—Answered
affirmatively. .
3. Couid you subscribe to our articles of faith, generally known to

contain Regular Baptist sentimenty, by a verbul acknowledgment of !
your beliefin their correctness, and as being according to your views ,

of Bible truth 2—Answered affirmatively. .

4. Are you not of opinion that all persons seeking union with a
Baptist Church should satisfy said Chureh either directly or indireetly
of their conversion to God?—Answered afirmatively. ‘

5. You firmly believe, and those who are now associated with you
in Church capacity, in the Personality of the Holy Spirit, and in the
absolute and indispensable necessity of his agency and influence in
the work of regeneration 2—Answered affirmatively.

P
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6. Do you betieve it to bo wise, right and proper ia itself, for you
as a Church, to commune and intercomumune with Disciples or Disciple
Churches in the ordinance of the Liord’s Supper2—Answered nega-
tively. )

On these questions and answers we think it expedient to offer little
commeat.  Suuply to Iay them hefore our readers is our ruain pur-
pose at present. These Regular friends of the Baptist cause, among
whom we count several whose general character is well Tnown in this

direction, may, for aught we say to the contrary, be the best nen in
British North Amerviea ; bat they would be none the wirse vither in
earth or in heaven were they to add totheir faith two chapters by
way of increase of knowledge—first, a larger zud more porfoct ac-
quaintance with the creed of Christ, generally called the New Testa-
ment ; and secondly, a better supply of information relative tothe
people called disciples.

It is questionabic if 2 commiitee of three could be selected from
among these twenty-cue Bilders who would correetly define a siugle
principic held by the disciples; and it is just as doubtful if even one
of the whole tweutiy-one wenld use the ehristian oracles to texs wheth-
er 2 man should he fellowshipped or non-feilowshipped.  These men
therefore—good men we shail call wmany of them—give us ample and
valid proof that reformation is uceded.  They will honestly face Kpis-
copalians, Presbyteriaas. Wesleyans. and others. with the Brok of
God as their appeal ; but when diseiples ave to he eschewed, the con-
venient little erced appears to serve their purpnse better.  We eom.
plain not. ¢ Great is the truth.” and great is the Author of truth
and our Divine Liord and 3aster will, eltimately, give abundant =ue-
cess to his own cause.

) D G
A SER3ON FOR UNIVERSALISTS.

© And the times of this Ignorance, God winked &b, bui now commandeth
all mea everywhere 10 1epent. hecause he hath appoinied 2 day in the which he
will judge the world in righicousness by the mar whem he hath ordained.”
Acts-xvii, 3. 31,

Dear Friexps, I purpose brevity; but the subject before us isso
important, I must be plain.  Sin and punishment necessarily go to-
gether, and both helong to the siesh.  Drether Pingree has beautifally
expressed 1t in the © Star of the West.”  8in,” he says, © is a work
of the flesh,—urises from the lusts of the flessh—and -of course when
the flesh is put off, there will be no oceasion for sin ¥  And Paul says,
“ T know that in me, that is inmy flesh, dwells no good thing ® Well
might the same apostle then say, “ He that is dead. is freed from sin.”
Why ? Because he i3 freed from the lusts of the fiesh. O, these
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mortal bodies are but a source of trouble. How can we be other than
sinful while in the body 2 N

Who can annihiiate in himself the lusts of the flesh, the lusts of
the eye, and the pride of life 2 As well might the leopard attemipt
to change his spots ! Then, how joyful the thought, that the soul shall
bercdeemed from ¢ this sinful body of sin and death” when ¢ the dust
shall return to the earth as it was,” and the spirit being freed from
this mortal body shull arise in immortality, and ¢ return to God who
gave it.”

Ther, since it is in the flesh that men sin : is it not in the flesk that
they shail be judged 2 Who would think of taking a man t> France
for trial, who is guilty of murder here ? But we are told that the
text says, God has appointed a day in the which he will judge the
world, &c.  True, but we are also told that it is appointed unto men
once todie; but who would infer from that, that man is to die in the
future state. because deathis anappointment? And cannota judg-
ment be appointed here, as well as in a future state 2 And is it not
plaiuly said in thc Book, “now is the judgement of this world?”
Were not the Soduinites and the antediluvians punished here 2 Be.
sides, if 2 man thrusts Lis hand into the five, will he not instantly suf
fer for it? C

But I wiil not labour & point so plain. I will simply add in the
language of brother Hogers - thet in the government of God there is,
there eun be, uo escepe from deserved punishment: not even by ve-
peatance.” Did you ever know a person whoina fit of anger attempt-
ed suicide, to have the scar on his throat effaced by becoming a chris-
tian 2 Never. Well might brother Rogers then say, “ Such is the
economy of Providence that each sin necessarily entails its own pe-
nal eonsequences : and that escape from them is absolutely impossi-
ble, otherwise than by avoiding the causes which produce them.”

Aguin says brother Ballou, < Sin and misery are inseparably unit-
ed, in the nature of cause and effect. When, and whete we are sinful,
then, and there we are our own tormenters.” Thus we see that. Deity
has »c constituted us, that we sin against him when we transgréss the
law of our own npature. It is ourselves that we injure when we sin,
and not God.  As says brother Ballou, “ Why should our Heavenly
Father manifest any disapprobation of sin ? Does He suffer any in-
convenience from it ?”

Do we not see God’s love manifested in this arrangement? He,
desiring our happiness has made certain effeets to follow certain causes
in order to lead us to avoid a wicked course of conduet.

Then, sinner, let me tell you there is no safety for you in 2hes world,
but to do right. I sce many here, whose bloated face and bicod shot
eyes tell too plainly that they are more than tipplers : and while I
declare the ultimate salvation of all of Adam’sirace, I would warn
you that the Judge sits and daily pronounces sentence on every sin!
And there is ne escape for you drunkards, from the awful death of
delirinm tremensbut by repentance. And you must repent 20w, or
your eorrupt.bodies will fill a drunkard’s grave !, But,.O,! how pleas-

ing the thought that the spirit will then be free from, % this body, of
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W imnadinr JOF,

sin aud death : ¥ froe from the lusts of the flesh to soar aloft in ita
native purity.

And you liars, and thieves, and couterfeiters, who come here to be
comforted by the gospel of universal salvition : let me warn you to
repent. ere you fallinto the hands of the sberiff. who will drag you be-
fore the court where sentence to years of toi: will be pronounced upon
you. But O the horrors of conscience added to this ! The way of
the transgressor is hard. O repent that you may eseape the anguish
of soul thatshall come upon you. Have you notalready learned by
experience that a guilty conscienceis a Hell upon carth ! O yor
outcasts in society, you thieves and robbers, and murderers, and all
who neither fear God ner regard man, whose consciences are seared !
as with a hot iron, how terrible your punishment here.  Be alarmed,
and repent in dust and ashes, and save yoursclves from this world of !
! wretchedness and woe. i

May great grace be upon you. Amen. ;

— e ZILTLTTX
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! P. 8. Broruer Ourpmant, The above se~men wa saggested to |
me, by the reading of your correspondence with Mr Yooper, who in- &
timates that unless you come more to the poir* you may consider his
Jast to be thelast. I am responsible for the co rectuess of the senti- |}
ment, aceording to Universalist writings. You are at liberty to use i
it as you please. ’ i
|

Yours truly,
A B.G

e - eee

INCONSISTENCY OF INFIDELS.

Nuaser Foex.

Broruer Orremant :—Tn the present essay we shall notice several
independent objections, and endeavor to show that if the Bible is cen-
surable in the cases referred to Nature is ne less to be blamed ; for
these two great teachers harmonize precisely in the leading principles
they respectively develope.

Our infidel friends are so distorted. by unbelief. in all their moral
i{ faculties, as to object to every thing almost iv thic Lible.  The sceptic |
looking at the seriptures is like an old, vglx, yet rovecited fop look- |
ing into a true mirror. Because he thercia beli 1ds his own deform- °
ity, wrinkled, and peakedness, he imagines that as he eertainly must
be handsome there must be something wrong with the mirror.  They
are perfect beauties morally—never did anything wrong—and have
no need of a Saviour ! Nature teaches them better than to believe
that, © By the offence of one judgment came uponall men to condem-
pation:” for ‘where’ say they*is the justice in letting all Adam's
children suffer for the sin of their father? We respond, if this be an
infraction of the law of Justice, why is Dame Nature guilty of the
same offence in permitting the inmocent children of the inebriate to
suffer for the sins of a drunken father 2 Why should these spend a
miserable existence without the necessaries of life, without honor, with-
out intellectual or moral culture 2 Or why should the children of
consumptive parents languish for years because their ancestors hag

——
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violated the laws of physical life? Now, we do not contend that the
consequences invoived in both cases are of equal importance, but the
principle is the same in &ind. In ethics,  principles have no mag-
nitudes”—* unjust in little, unjust in much.”

Again, it is thought quite unrcasonable that there should have !

been a “ trec of life,” the fruit of which had power to renew the wasted
energies of man’s body—unreasonable that man, by partaking of that
trec, would have * lived forever” had he not been * sent forth from
the Garden of Eden.” Now I would ask our prosing objectors, if not
only fruit, but grain and food of every kind has not in itself, to a cer-
tain extent, the very power to which they object 7 While the suck-
ling draws the life-sustaining elements from its mother's breast, the
vouth is strengthened by his appropriate food day by day. The tired
laborer, the fainting traveller, and the jaded soldier, receive food and
are strong. There is then confessedly something in food that, in
some degree, to this day, renews our lives. This certainly blunts the

edge of objection : for if God can sustain life for twenty years by

means of what i3 caten he could do the same for a thousand years—for-
ever. Ask that large. learned, and very respectable portion of com-
munity--the medical Faculty—if thousands of plants have not strong
medical qualitics even yet. as if to commemorate the former existence
of the * Tree of Life.” Here again Nature deposes in favor of the
Bille. The objcction I3 trifling and enworthy a man of the common-
est capacity.

Bat hear again, says the seeptic, ¢ It cannot be that we are tobe re-
sponsible at all for our conduet ; for we are so constituted that it is
far easier to do what is culled wrong then obey the so-called moral
law—surely if God intended toreward us according to our works, He
would have made it as easy at least to do right as wrong.” To this we
rexpond, such was the case in the beginning. In maw's primeval
state there was no predispositivn to sin; but when s man violates
the laws of his being, phycical or moral, the violation deranges and
sickens the entire systemr: it is then nov as casy to be well as tobe
sick—then jargon is more to be looked for in the system than uniform,
regular action 1 and the whole head 4s sick, the whole heart 7s faint ;
how then could mau be expected to be virtuous without a struggle ¢

But let 2ze put a question to our opponents  which if they answer
me,” by the same logic I also will answer them. Why do the most
noxious weeds in the garden aud cultivated fields grow spontaneously
and even in spite of our cfforts to destroy them, while it requires
much vigilance and arduous toil to bring to maturity such produe-
tions as grains, fruits, and 21l cdible yegetables? Here Nature speaks
out with her ten thousand tongues and declares in language not to be
misunderstood, thatshe has the same apparent difficultics and incon-
veniences asare found in the domains of God's moral government.
He who rejects the Bible is certainly very inconsistent if he rejeets not

Nature too. Such an oncis not only without hope, without the Bible, ;.

without Nature, and without God,—but is an inheritor of ignorance
and emptiness. The truth is, sia has cursed, not only the earth till
it brings forth “ thorns and thistles,” but also the heart of man, which
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t is now-estranged. from God and ¢ brings forth fruit unto death.” No-
thing but the fire that God will kindle when he determines to make
| & % new earth” will ever purify it and muke it fit for a redeemed peo-
ple ; and nothing but the warmth of God’s love kinvited by the mani.
fested love of Clrist will ever destroy those noxious weeds that choke
the word inthe human breast. Oh ! the depth of that philosophy in
which God has laid the scheme of Redemption. What miserable
drivellers we are in trying to sound that fathomless deep ! May
heaven aid us all to tread the path of huwility which is but the high-
way to eternal distipetion. And while we fall upon adoring knees
before the Mercy Seat, let us ever bless the depth of the riches both
of the wisdom and of the knowledge of God.

EvaxceLicts.

Whether our good brother Evangelicus writes with a silver or a
gold pen, we know not; but he writes with a good pen. We invite
him to eorrespond freely.

D. O.

MARRIAGE.

A promige was made in the May No. that a sentiment written by
our friend Mr. First Senex while treating of matrimonials and re-
ligion would pass under editorial serutiny. We bave been, on the
whole, mueh obliged to our earnest and conscientious friend for his
zeal on the subject of marriage, variously manifested from March
ii 1852 to May 1853 ; for he has been the means not only of directing
attention to the subject, but the direct means of stirring up a second
Senex who gave us, in June 1852, a very [acceptable, prudent,
and well written article by way of response, showing that both chris-
tianity and matrimony were clearly apprehended by the writer.

An apology can be made for the very ezcellent friend who takes
the ground that “the sexes are to form aitachments agreeably to the
principles implanted in their own nature, without any restraint.”
The apology is, that he is blessed with a companion so religiously
worthy, and has a number of daughters so worthy and Christian-like,
that he has really felt safe in assuming that women are all pretty
good, and that any female is a wholesome, suitable, and fit cowpanion
for a christian man! Thisis the very best apology I can offer for
the excellent Senex who has said so many not over excellent things
on matrimonials and the Lord's precepts. Sorry indeed am I to
find any good maun offering eneouragement to the sons and aanghters
of the Holy One to “form attachments” so close, so influential, so
abiding, so full of present and future results, with parties who stand
aloof from the Lord and who therefore only ¢ mind earthly things ;”
nay, laying it down as a fixed and reliable principle that such attach-
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jents are uvh‘ and Justlﬁable accordmf' to the scrnp;urea. Inall

charity I sincerely regard this as a very grave mistake.

Speaking indeed of “the principles implanted in our nature,” there
. is a specious plausibility thrown into the very core of the (uestion.
Our nature, with all the principles God put in it, has been grandiy
led away from divine nature, so much so that ro man can lawfully
trust reason, much less uneducated or native propeusity. The prin-
ciples originally implanted in our nature are no longer in our nature
in their primitive power and pureness, otherwise Owen and Hume
Vultaire and Volney, would have given better lessons to ail men who
have heard and admired them. DBut I cannot arguc the point to-
day.

ThLe following article, copied from The Christian Friend, publish-
¢d by brother Walsh, North Carolina, will answer all prescnt pur-
poses ou the religions character of marriage and the caution which
shouid be cxercised by those who are interested in forming attach-
mis matrimonial i — b. 0.

Ve propose to write a few numbers on the subject of marrviage
te

ye

mtemplated in the light of God's Holy word. The qucetxon
'I: we .sx::h discuss is this : 25 ¢ propes for chrisiians to marry
bedt

er

coers ?

y soon after thu expulsion of our first parents from Iiden, the
.m! amily was divided into classes—the sons of God, sud the
o :m,:l. Cain bad slzin Abel, and, for this offence, God Lad
dl‘\)x d:ihim to bea vagabond Al the days of his tife. Seth takes
the place of Abel, whom Cain had put to death,* becaunse h.q own
works were evil, and his brother's righteous.” In the iv of Uonesis,
2tk verse, we read—-Aud to Sct,h. to him also ticre was bora a
~on ; and hecealled | nm. Enos: then began men to eall upon the name
o the Lord: Lonee ¢ Ley were calied thcaom» of God. 'The tamiliea
ef Reth and (J.m malti plied and became very unmerous. 'The live
of demareation, however, was distinetly drawn between them—they
dicl not mz:,-'mzu* i for some time. The fawily of Seth worshipped,
God ; bus that of Cain, so far we learn, never did. After some
considerable time Lad elapsed, these two families began to inter-

..n"lj “ gud it came to pass, when men begau to walti 1.1)' on the .

¢ face of the ea"h. and daughters were born to them that the sons qf

Goid saw the o uu.'«lus oj men that they were fair; and they twok
them wives of all whom they chose” The result of this un};oly

_ allianes was, the race became exceedingly corrupt. - And God saw

that the wickedness of man was great in the earth. and that every
imagination -of the thoughts of his heart was only c\'xl em\m.mally "
So extensiveand deep rooted was the corruption of the human heart,
that God xc*s,nted He had made man, and be resolved to destroy
hiwe from im, fuce of the earth. The worslnp of God was abandoned,
except in the house of Noah ; and the whole race with the excepmon
mentioned, was ripe for destruction. Now, it is obvious to any one
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] who will reflect, that one great eause, and, perhaps, the prime cause,
{ of this extensive depravity and corruption, and the destruction which
| followed. was the furmation of matrimenial allizices between the
P& sons of God” and the * dunghters of men” Thisis a very remark-
i able developement in the history of the first fifteen hundred years;
i and. having ocowired so early in the world's age, it stands out cons-
i picuously as o warning to saints inall after ages. We think such

11 slliancesarve unvataral. unholy, and productive, in nincty-nine cases
!

k]
|
!
{
]
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Yn the hundred. of much evil.  Such was evidently the case before
the Acod.  ‘Dha fust of the fiesh, the lust of the eye, auvd the pride of
lifo, triumphed  over ali that was good, and left the human heart a
waste, and the wor
But why should this vesuis follow from the inter-marriage of the
song of God with the danghtess of men ¢ Because fumily religion was
theonly rolisionof
deatroy the wersh

Y1 ammoral desolation.

thot e, and such unious operated dirvectly to
of Goudin the fomily, and to bring about an
apostacy frem 12 dee  The family altar was abandoned, the
worship of God forsaken. the children wers not instructed; and
depraviiy. earrupiion. and destraction foilowed.

ii Lt us now notiee the workings of this principle among the Isra- &
i elites.  God commanded tie Jews thus: » Neither shalt thou niake

# marriages with them ; thy danghter thou shalt not give unto his son.
ror his dau,hier shuit thon iake unto thy son. ®or they will turn
away the son fon |

£

awing ma. that they may serve other ~ads: so
4 will the anger of tae Levd be kindled agaivst you, and destroy thee
saddeniy.”” Bend vihy, 3. 4
This tauw was vistated by the Iichrews and all the consequences
ti

1 forateld by the Lord. came upon them.  They apostatized ivem the
H true worship of Uad and hecums idol-worshippers. In the book of
, Yiara, ix,we vewi: ~ Nos whea these thing were done, the princes
1§ eame to me.saying the people of lsrael. and the priests, and the

Jaavites, have nob separated thearseives from the people of the lauds,
i doing aceordinz {n their abominntions, even of the Canaanites, fhe
! Ammonites, ihe Moabites, the Bryplians, and the Amorites. For
! they have taken of their daughiters for themselves, aud for their sons;;
b0 that ihe holy seod ave mingled themselves with the people of those
i lands: yea. tue haud of the princes zad rulers have been cliel in
o1 this teespa
'y This was a very zreat offease in Isracl, and the consequences weve
truly disastreus  la the xiti- of Nehemiah we have the following
testimony : © Lu those days also saw I Jews that had married wives
of Ashdod. of Ammon. andof Mosb; and their children spake half
in the spoesh of Ashdod, and could net speak in the Jews’ language,
but sceording Lo the langaage of cach peaple. And I eontended
with them. and cursed them, and smote certain of them, and plucked |}
off their hair, and wade them swear by God, saying, ye shail not
give your daughters unto their sons, nor take their danghters unto
your sons, o for yourselves. Did not Solomon, king of Isracl sin by
these things? Yt among mauy nations was there no king like him,
: who was beloved of his Ged. and God made him king over a1l lsracl:
mevertheless, even him did ontlandish women cause tosin.” '
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No additional proof is necossary on this point. Wo have learn-
ed. first that God commanded the Jews not to intevmarry with other
nations : setondly, they violated this injunction, and apestatised
from the true worship of God : thirdly,as a punishment God permis-
ted them to be carried inte captivity : fourth. the consegquonco was
disastrous to their offspriug—they spoke half'in the epeech of Ashdod
and half in the language of Cunaan.

Notwithstanding the wisdom and virtue of Solowon. his wives lead
bim away from his God,and were instrumental in his becoming a
worshipper of idols. .

From these considerations it hecomes stiil movs evident {uad it ia
hazardous for a christian to marry an unbelieves. The Jewish law
would not permit an Israclite to plow with au ox sad an ass together.
This would not be more incongruous, it appears to us, than for a
christian woman of refined feelings and sousivilities to be married to
a man ¢ without hope aud without God in the world.’ The anciens
Tsraelites often suffered much by forming alliances with the uations
around them. Such an alliance, however, was temperary, and ite
evils night possibly becorrected, though this was seldom done.  The
marriage alliance is for life. It is the most Lmportant transaction
that ean possibly take place between two human beings. It gives
character to one’s after life, and is productive of greal huppiness or
much misery. The marriage compact gives chiarscter to future
generations, and influence, for weal or wo. ix felt in thne and eterni-
ty ! And yet there are professing christiana who seck rich husbands
for their daughtcrs, regardless of almost every uiber oualification.
They may be ehildren of the devil—sonsof night—wealking in the
pathway of vice und folly ; but all these are oveilooked and their

! dear and tender offryiing put up to the highest Lidder, and oftén

gold to the devil.  Tar better follow thom to the tamb i Far better
fold them up in their winding sheet. and deposite them in the silent
grave! They are buried alive—-they aro dead wikile they live. How
ean a child of God torm such on wilinues with o chiid of the
devil 2

This is an important subject. Tight is wsnting wpen ib. The
happiness of thousands is involved init.  The edseation and proper
christian training of future generations. depend npon it. The stability,
the extension, and the perpetuity of the christian religion in the
world, depend upon the religious and maral trainivg of succeeding
genarations. Parents to do this must be christinns.  The stream
can never rise higher than the fountain. There ia a responsibility
hore which is fearful indeed.  Christian paventsara not alive to their
obligations und responsibilities. They must he wsked up on this
subject, and made to realize how wuch of Lappiness or misery, of
good or evil, depends upon their action. In_future numbers we shali
discuss this question in the light of the New Testameut.

————-

AT TOME AGAIN IN HEALTIL

Many cxcellent friends and brethren have cxpressed s desire fe

learn the state of my health. Some littlc surrise Lias been evineed

S
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“tbat Ishould so seldonr tiude to it in the Banner. And, I have

many kind letters of enquiry beforo me on the same sulject. Not
having time to give these that attention which they deserve, I will
venture to oocupy 2 small space in relation to self, if net editorially
and spiritually, yet, physically and intellectually. I may thus an-
swer many enquiries and relieve many kind hoarts of the deep anxiety
which they have always evinced for my health, happiness and pro-
sperity. I say I feel wholly unworthy the deep interest and warm
sympethy of which I have had so many tangible procfs from brethren
in every part of the British colonies and throughout the Wew Kngland,
Middle, Southern and Western States, wherever I have formed an
acquaintence. It cannot be for the value of my poor sexviges ; for I
Lave becn an unprofitable servant. I accept the many tokens of
favor and cxpressions of kind interest and sympathy as bestowed for
the Lovd’s sake ; as evidences of the influence of the gospel on many
hearts and converging on meas a reward for well weani, though
fesblo efiorts.  For from my heart I would sing in reference to all 1

i have ever said or done in the cause of the Lord :—

Forgive the seng that falls so low,
Beneath the gratitude I owe;

Tt means thy praise however poor,
And angels’ songs can do no more.

For five years I have been afflicted, more or less, with an ineressing

hoarseness. At times T have lost my voice entirely, but I have never
given up public speaking more than three or four weeks st one time,
Except being very dyspeptic my general health has been such that I
have always been able to move about and to take as much exercise ss
Ichose. Overtaxing my vocal powers in the first place brought en
chronic laryngitis. Ilave tried almost every system of medicine:
Thompsonian, Botanie, Homeeopathic, Allopathie, and systems with-
out & name. All gave temporary relief—none permanent. I have
frequently given up the hope of recovery, and have often concluded
to give up speaking entirely; but when I have improved a little, and
have censidered the great necessity of evangelical laborers I have re-
commeuced and have soon been thrown back into my former condition,
But last spring I gave up speaking, with a fixed determination not to
re-commence till I had a reliable assurance that it would not be inju-
rious tome. The congregation in St. John, my execllent brotherhood,
having made ample provision for the support and comfort of my
family, I left Lome, determined to ascertain the difference bétween
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4! r.

south: ‘On my way thither so many commended mo to the skill and
sugcess of Df. Horace Green, of New York city, I resolved to ygive
him a trial. I have done so. He assures me that all the inflamma-
tion and the original causes of pain and hoarseness are entirely
removed, and advises me to engage in my labors as in former days.—

have spoken once a week for some time. Indeed, I desisted from

o e e e e e« e e et

hoarseness will soon wear off; Iam yet very hoarse. Although feel-

continue my efforts without falling back into mny former condition,

give place to throats and lungs better suited to latitude 45° 15—
ii of New Brunswick, than are mine !

acknowledgements and my warmest thanks to all my dear brethren
for not only their tangible proofs of affection and estcem, but for all

and prosperity. I trustI shall continue in their remembrance before
the merey seat. Pray, brethren, that I may be preserved from doing,

Redeemer.
W. W. B

—— e e

THE NEW YORK CRYSTAL PALACE.

many had pronounced the American Exhibition a failure, everything.
I saw equalled my cxpectations. From halfpast 9 a. m. till half-
past 8. p. m. I was cither walking cr gazing with admiration on the
many demonstrations of ingenuity, industry and taste of Asiaties, Af-

ob,}ects placed in a good position.
Iwas -not at all surprised that so many, who had provxously visited,

tember lmge box;zs and cases remained unopened! And it ‘was
hot tﬂl 5oclock that afternoon, that even the picture oallery was

public efforts but five or six wecks. Dr. Green assures me that my -
ing perfectly well; I have serious doubts whether in this climate I can l

But such is my anxiety to remain in this ficld as long as I can, I am. |
resolved to continue my cfforts until I have painful proof that I must,

i the Bay of Fundy fogs of summer and the cold and stormy winters -

I take this opportunity, therefore, of tendering my most grateful .

their kind wishes, aud especially their many prayers for my health -

ricans, Europeans, and Americans. I sat not during that entire day, .
one half hour. The palace was illuminated that evening for the st o
time. The myrmds of gas lights produced a pleasing affect on many ::

should Im.ve Teft. dxsappomted for even on the sccond day of Sep- 1}~

the cold, damp air of St. John and the dry, hot air of the sunny | .

.

-

N

| saying, or writing any thing injurious to the cause of our aderable :

While in New York I visited this beautiful temple of the arts and i
industry of all nations. It was the 2ud da.y of September,and ex- -
ceedingly fine. I had read and heard much about it previously. Se .
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ilirown open to visitors. And what wassuch an exhibition withont

paintings ! Even these were but partially exhibited. Large heaps.
of splendid paintings were closely packed in the Canadian depart-
ment—notin poxition to be scen at all!  Lut few articles from our
colonics were exhibited to any advantage. Canada, Newfoundland,
and Prince Edward Island had a local habitation and a name ; but
Néw Brunswick and Nova Scotin—my home and my native place—
must have heen in the foz. for after adiligentsearch I feund no place
for them! 'Tis true I found brother McKim's bust, of Daniel Web-
“ster and « case cf hats from Mr. Everitt of this city, but they were
placed apparently among rubbish. The bust had not even the dust
brushed fraw it. I could see uo enc.about these departments who
seemed to have anything to do with the articles, or know anything re-
lative to them more than the labels disclosed. Indeed few Aumericans
know apything about New Brunswick. They are familiar with the
rames of Nova Seotiz and Canada ; but to nany of them New Bruns-
wick 1 but & town or district of Nova Scotin! When I informed
friends in the west end seuth that T was from New Brunswick, they
began to talk to me about Canada. And ina gread city, an iatelli-
gent brother—an extensive traveller on both sides of the A ¢lantic—
iatrodused me to the vongregation as brother B from New Bruns-
wick, Nova Scotin ! 1 Chame on us then that we did ot represent
ourselves in the industyy of all nations.  We shunld have had a Now
Brunswitk comwmissicuer there, and 8 specizaen of our natural pro
ducts, even though our industzy and arte had all been left at home.

L do not purpase a deseriytion of what T saw or heard, Our pub-
lieation is not desigued for sach communications. But as some artist
8t great expense gent {rom Sweden or Denmark gigantie plaster dasts
dstensibly o represent Cheist and his Apostles, I thought it would
not he ot of place ty give them a passing mnotice. in the Christian
Brunor. They occupy a semi-cliele, elevated about two feet from

:L #he floor.  iChe rapresentation of the Messish abous a foot high—and

1
.

JRSPIPRAPYS

| Be appeared altogether Yarger than any of the group. While many
¢ Wwere expressing their sdmiration in glowing language I made a few
marks on the blauk sidcofa pseapegius sonio one had ﬂcrowded into
my hand.  Whils o duing I asked some that were near me the mean-
ing of some ariioles hung sboug the aposties. The ouly answer I
eould get was, “ there,is something doubtless in their history that
authoriges it. or it would not ha. there And so I saw that he knew

1 nothing-about apogtoli¢ history . .. I will here tFansoribe my notes.

g am | a2

P S immem v

uéghac the regder may have a faint idea of the, style in whith men éaxi- '
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cature the plaster representations of the zpostles as well as their
written productions !

Paul, stands at the Saviour's right hand with a large s\vord glrt
upon lns left side, with a face and head more like a pagen warrior
than a christian.

Bartholomew, holds a butcher's knife in his hand !

James, a long staff—with a top to it like the kandle of 5 common
! corn broom.

Thomas has a square on his shoulder.

Andrew, has at his right side-—on which Lie appears to lean—-a
i cross resembling one end of a « buck™? or * saw borse” on which saw-
yers cut their wood. Tn his left hand he helds o seroll.

Thaddeus, shoulders or holds up a bastle axce, like that used by the
crusaders.

James, the son of Alpheus, boldy in his haud a rough-looking
cane.

Matthew holds in hizliand and on hit arm o book qaite medern in
its shape and at his feet on his left side is asmall bagtied up.
Joln, stands neat Maithow, hold a besk on his left armn in which

he appears to be writing without loaking in the direction of his fingers.
At his left side crouches an engle! ‘
Philip Lolds up, aud leaning towarls Lisshoulder, a commen © e,
datrick’s cross.” .
Peter stands next to the Saviewr on Lis Lft hand, holding two
keys.

Simon, the Canaanite, Liclds at his left side o common « eross-cut
saw” on the handle of which ke kas placed his hand.

In the centre of the group—just bafore Chrizt, evouches o very
pretty lady, with wings, holding cut Lcfore her the fuc simile of a
large scollop shell. I supposec the fizure is designed to represeut an
angel. Thouzh I neverread of a fomale angel.  The word in Greek
is always masculine ! Abrahem, Let, J acob and others who saw an-
gels, always found them in a maseuline garh {1

The Messiah is reprosented as loaking down, but at no particular
chject. Not one of the apostles is looking at their Lord ! They are
all bare-foot.. . John and James, the loss, lave no beard, and bave
quite a youthful and feminine Took.

I shall not add to my notes, I saw nothing about the whole affdir
ia keeping with the character or work of the noble band as they en-

woulding such gigantic figirés should be so ignorant of the charao-

tered upon their work 1820 years ago. That any mian capable of

ey ANSIIIIIITITIT AN
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ter of the apostles and the Saviour, so ignorant of human nature, phre-
nology and physiognomy, is to me perfectly astonishing. The whole
affair is of a piece with the wax figures of the same illustrious group
all sitting at the table in modern siyle, which has been earried thro’
out the length and breadih of the land asa faithful representation ¢f |
the last supper. Thus giving to children and those ignorant of the |
New Testament incorrect and absurd ideas of many interesting and i
instructive facts.
O when will professing Christians cscape the mist and darkness of
pagan and papal Rome ! ! '
’0
‘,

W. W. E

SUNDRY QUERIES i

1. Why is it that our towns and cities are not visited move by the
preaching brethren ¢ Will you please answer this query.

P.

2. Upon page 161 of the periodical, in the Number for June, I sce |
you have the tollowing sentence : “Both deacons and evangelists need, !
m the discharge of tleir duties, a greater variety of gifts and ener- .
gies than elders, simply because their sLiigations are of such a nature
as t0 call for these gifts and energios” [ have thought upon these

4 - - Q . . . ]
-subjeets much, and will you give for my information some more light
"W

upon them ? JUEH
.
3. The old Enemy is at work here: the charge that the disciples
deny the Spivit is repeated so often that many believe it ;—and should
not the Christian Bauner say something wove on Jhis great subject?

4. T address you for the purpose of eliciting informaticn, through
the medium of your cxcelient peviodical, on a subject which has of
late occupied my thoughts to some extent, though I have not arriv-
éd at any satisfactory conclusions. It is not to save mysclf the -
labour of investigation. that I trouble you with it ; for I have already
bestowed upon it some investigation ; though noet enough to be fully
satisfied in my own mind with regard to it ; nor am I certain Tshould
be, were I to continue my examination farther ; and even if T shauld,
there are other reasons why I wish wo eall your attention io it—there
are many others whose minds are not settled upon the subjecs.  Others,
again, who regard the matter as settled. so far as they ave individu-
ally coneerncd entertain conflicting opinions which cause frequent
unsatisfactory discussions—without setiling the gquestion. The ques-
tion is this. Do the scriptures teach that the Jews—the fleshly des-
cendants of Abraham who are now dispersed in different parts of the
world—will again as a nation or people, possess the land of Palestine
—return thither, embrace the Christian faith, and be saved? Doea
the 1 [th chapter of Romans teach this 2 If so, when will it occur?
—-When will be the fulness of the Gentiles 2 What is meant by the !
times of the Gentiles being fulflled (Luke xxi. 24)) Will you please

- - 'Y
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to.give us some information upon this subcot—and oblige,
A Lovez or TruTi

First. Brother P. deserves a definite answer, but we can only give |

a conjectural one. There are we think two major reasons why our
active speaking brethren who evangelizo do not bestow more Iebour
in cities or towns. Itis pres: amed that the cars of people in the

country are more ecasily reached than in towns, and this is quite o |

consideration when there is only a short peried in which to lubour,

- Again, a very large majority of onv congregations being in the couns '

try, and it having been made from the fiest a part of the duty of the

i evangelists to visit and Jabor among the churches, there has been as

a consequence ro time for labours other thanin the coustry.

Second. We will furnish you, brother T, with what light we have
on the two or three points to which yeur qver;; alludes ; but we have
to ask, not Papal but Protestant indulgznce in the premises. We
do not like to say ¢Wait, but it is what we all have to say at times.

Third. A pair of Traets, a species of religious twins, may be.ex-
pected from theoffice of the Christian Banner on the subject to which

our friend D. refers. 'The constant misrcpresentation which the dis.
. ciples as a people have to endure, and the unspiritual influence em-

played to prove that we do not bslieve in the Holy Spirit, together

with a ceaseless harping upon the operation of the Spirit by expound- |

ers and teachers of religion who have « far greater share of the spirit

of Demstrius than the spirit of Christ, have been the leading causes

moving us to set to work to prepare these Tracts. They will appear ;
in the Banner before being struck off in separste sheets Look for -

them next month.

Fourth. That the Jews will be ¢athered from all couniries aund .

o

azain worship in the land of their fathers, there is much evidence to !

betieve. The inspired language—+I will settle you after your old

estates, and do better for you than a2t your beginning, and you shall

know that T am the Lord”—¢1 wiil take you from among the Leatlien,
and gather you from all couatries, 2nd wiil bring you into yeur own
Inugr—¢T will mult.xph’ the fruit of the tree, and the increase of the
ficid, that you shall reseive no more ,rep*cz\ch of famine 'Qnd'they

shali say, This land-thet was desolate is become like the g bn of .,

Bden ; I the Lord have spoken it, and wiildo it —alil would em to .

incicate that the J’evgs \;111 ore.day be no longer s despxsed but 2
gathered andfavoured gation. Wien or how siall these vhings be,
must, we think, remain, at jeass for atime, a profound seeret. Tt is
very reniarkablethat the ‘Jews ‘themselves, dum.g the vlwle perxod
“of Jlmr dvsm’rsmn, have never ceased to desire and expect a retur.n

- ITTTRTEE
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¢ children, even though, which God ferbid, we should sin so much as to

BT e b R

to their beloved Canaan. Listen to the following prayer regularly
repeated by the devout Jews in these our own times : .
O ! God of the whole world, we pray thee receive our prayer. We
have no advocate, no temple, no priest that can. pray for us—nothing
but our prayer. which we pray unto thee, that thou shouldest remem-
us for good ; for we have nothing te hopein but in thee, that thou
shouldest help vy in every time of newdd. O gracious God. how ean
we, sinful creatures, have the face so much as to pray to thee ! Yet
we do pray thee for free gifts, and make mention of Abrahum,
Isaac and Jacob, to whom thou didst promise not to forsake their

be undeserving of merey. O gracious (Rod ! we surely aro thy chil-
dren ; and we have now been sn very long in eaptivity, and are seat-
tered hither and thither, and hope in thy mercy, that in this year we ii
should again become a people. Lord of the world ! we pray to thee !
with tears ; for even when 2il thy gates arc shut, the gates of tears '
isstill open. Put, then. our teaws in thy bottle, and wash out cur
sine. ILschange the attribute of judgment for that of mercy.and put
into our hearts to do repentance, that we may serve thee with our
bodies, and that we may overcome the propensity to evil. and streny-
then us that we may not give way to it. that there may be no aceuser
of thy poor children before thee to say that they are poor in command-
ments. Ln captivity we cannot keep them ; for all our pleasant things ;-
are taken away. Our advocates. who should pray for us. are not to
be found ; and thus we are in great bitterness, and pray that the
attribute of merey may intercede for us, and that we may be redeenad
and eomforted speedily, even in the present year. Amen.
e
CARE OF INPANT CHURCHES. .
EXTRACTS FROM CORRESPONDENCE.

Bromer Guirpant :—Ilere is a thought from our excellent bro- |
ther Wallace. which it would be well for us to give a pluace in the
Banner, and for you to notice :

“ I read in the 6th Number of the Bunner, brother Oliphant’s 3zd
letter on the qualifications and office of elders. T perceive that ke
admits, besides the church chonsing. after apustolic direction. and hav-
ing them fully proved. beforo hiaving them “ appointed or erdained.” ;
that a part of their duty is to teach. A positive qualifieation, - Al
o teach™ If, therefore, it is any part of the duty or qualifications of i
an elder by sound doctrine to exhort and to covince gainmayers— |
through holding fast the fuithful word. I hepe brother Oliphant. be- !
fore he has used up the subject, will venture 3 little farther and show |:
us how evcry infant church, in the absence of a Timothy or & Tisus, i}
acripturally neceds assistance from those who may be fouud in other |
aharches, whether elders or evangeliats, being sound in the faith, bav- |
ingheld fast the Taithful word themselves, aud having given te the
ehureh full proof of their faithfulness in the ministry. For how ean :i
an infant, or recently converted body of disciples, be fit to judgee? !

the qualifications of that msn by whow they have believed and bLeen ;'
gathered ? i

x - -  mame o e mec o mie ede e e st
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Drother Eaton, I am under a conviction that the reform churches

| have long suffered under difficulty on this subject ; and our clders, if
; we are to have any, must, for the most part, be self-chosen, solf-ap-

pointed, or ordained, or not at all. And thus our brethren in fleeing

from Babylon have ran past Jerusalem. Our worthy laborers who |

wero quite competent for such services. to the church, have feared
lest it should besaid © yo have taken $0o much upon you,” and thore-

fore throwis upon the churcb but do vot tell us what that churches!

A M. Wartace
REMARKS.

If tho_esteemed Michael Wallace, whose good name is kacwn in
Canada as well in Nova Scotia, will look into page 44. February Ne,
curront year, he will see the querics and supgestions which drew from
me two short letters on two tepics, namely, the appointment of elders
and the diety of elders. The subject that our brother has in his
mind’s eye while penning the above refeetions is a chapter under ao-
other title——a subject not properly in my horizon in offering some re-
marks on the querics of the brethren in Rainham.

To “ show liow every infant chureh. in the absence of & Timothy or
a Titus, scripturally needeassistance from those whao may be found in:
cther churches,” is, indeed, & very critical undertaking in the year of
grace 1853 ;—for, really, (1) in this age of progress, we have no in-
fant churehes, for as soon as they are born they are as large as Goliath
and as styong as Samson, and (2) the different offices and responsibili-
ties appertaing to the Christian organismi ave so imperfectly under-

. stood or Fealized by the great body of oven intelligent men, that, tak-
" ing one thing with another, it is to be fesred that refurmation as it

respects this whele question is a long way off.  © Run past Jerusalem”
says our brother 2—yes—uot vithin sight of Jerusulem, but ncarer
Jericho, wheire David's messengers were 2o tarry till their beards were

_ grown, 1 Chron. xix. 5, but whetber our baldness and beardlessness

[
t

Hl

N

" will be cured at Jerieho is not so certain : fur, on this topic, very many

are neither at Jerusalem nor Jericho, but somewhere ou the other side

" of the Red Sea, in Egzypt or some other darker border of Africa.

Our brother asks, © How can an infant body of disciples be fit to

. judge of the qualificatiens of that man by whom they have believed

and been gathered ?  Were all things ¢ done in order,” zcvording to .

anciend shlc, such a body would not be required thas to judge. Jvan-
golists or preachers, in Paul's time, were sent; they did not send

themselves : and those who sent them were competent to judge of

their fitness to preach the gospel and gather the believers into congre-
gations ; and unlike modern preachers, they toek care of their spirit-

aal children and mfant eongregations until they were more or less

R
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at Antioeh in Syria as will be seen by a careful perusal of the i3th !

1'
i
able to take care of themselves. The laborers sent out by the shurch |
and 14th chapters of the Acts, assisted the congregations they estab- :

lished by teaching them the necessity and qualification of elders, and

helping them in the important work of ordaining them ; nay, in wateh- :
ing over these congregations afterwards till they were well matured

aud strong.

But in these years of defection and barrenness, of money-loving

and money-getting, we cither getup an evangelizing excitement for a

few months and send out a person czlled an evangelist for so many =

dollars for a certain period, and when the money is  worked for the
workman returns tohis merchandize or his farm, to his shop or his
bench ; or, ctherwise, old and well established congregations, seized

with a zcnl that the apostles never knew, monopolize the labourers
who shuuld be gent out and kept ous to labonr generally either among |
saints or sinners as the broad philanthrovy of the Lord’s cause may °

demand. When we refloct on the meagre views of many good mean-
ing profeseore, and the narrow if nat sordid ealculations of more than
a few of the Iaborers of our timss. weare ready to pray, O! Lord,

help us allto reeeive the Jessons of & bLetter Arithmetic than is found .

in Babvlon!
in Babylon!
We promise to devote one or two essays, ere long, to the consider.

ation of the present position of the apostles who instructed Timethy |
" and Titas, amd the scriptural position of evangelists in carrying on !

the work of our Sovereizn Lord. Atall hazards we must speak plainly

and withows fear on this subject.  Inteiligent, faithful, devout evan-

gelists—men who love the face of the Lord Jesus more than the face
of a ten doilar bill or the fuce of o ficld sown with barley—will rear
up the right kind of churches, and in these chavehes will be reared up
the right order of clders and deacons. and ameng these churches with
their elders and deacous will the right sors of evangelists be edueated
and fited to send out in due course ; so that *these things” being
thus continucusly * commitied to fuithfud men,’ the work of our Divine
Conqueror, by the church. whevein is his manifold wisdom, wili go for-
ward with faithful efficicacy and kealtaful vigor.

The favor and spirit of the ever Blessed One be with all who own
his authority and love his precepts and institutions. .

- D. 0

Pr. Rowranp HiLt on being told that it was expected he should
take notice of some unhandsome things which had been publicly aaid
of him, replied. * [ have now lived a great many years in the world,
and have passad through much of evil report and good report. and 1.
have arrived at this conclusion, thatuo man can pessibly do me any '

harm except myself” . i

e s e ¢ w1 o oo o
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RELIGIOUS IN"ELLIGENCE.
Huram, Okio, Sept 24th, 1853.

Brrovep Broruer OuipuaNt : DEar Smr:—When last we parted,
. I promised younot to forget Cobourg. Since that time we have enjoy-
+ ed a good degree of health, for which we feel thankful to our Heavenl
. Father, whose gooduess is following us continually. We left Dor-
. chester soon after our parting with you. We left that band of warm

hearted brethren and sisters with heavy hearts and flowing cyes. We

need hardly inform you that we were loath to leave so interesting a

churceh to which we were united by many ties of friendship and chrstian
" esteemn.  We have often thought of our short but very agreeable ac-
quaintance with you, and have more than once wished that we could
hear you again as we did on Lord's day afternoon ir thebarn. Sinee
that time we have enjoyed many good scasons with the houseloid of
faith. We spent some ten days with our good brethren at Williams-
ville N. Y. where we enjoyed a great feast in spiritual things. Wemet
. with them three times a day for two Lord’s days, besides atfend-
- ing the Sunday School. At this place we got & peep (at a distanee)
of Isq. Frvans, whose name you will ab once recognize, no doubt.
_ But Imust hasten. We are now located at this place, and are
attending this School, the Hiram Seminary. whoso good pame the
pages of the Bunner have fairly and manfully noticed.  Tine will
not permit me to speak of thisinteresting Schoolat present. Sinee
here we have heen privileged to attend some two of the yearly meet-
ings of our Licthren in this section of the Buckeye State. I can de-
tail but a meagre accouns of these mammoth gatherings.  We travel-
led some thirgy miles to the Srst. which was held near {leveland. Our
brethren here have a civenlar tent in true Patvizrchal style {only
much larger) that will seat some 3660 hearers  This teat cost from
five to six hundred dotlars. 3t isused by ih
distriet of country.

We arrived on Saturday morning, Sep. 30, and the exercises com-
menced about half past @ o’eloci. There was first, singing (4. S.
Hayden 2mong the singers) —then prayer by brother W. iayden—
singing azain—cxhe.station by brother Hawley—singing—prayer by
Blder Williard—short address by Wm. Hayden —singing—prayer by
L EHrret—a discourse by Eider Perkey upon the whole duty of man,
12th chapter of Keeles. :—singing—n benediction and dismission for
noen.  In the afternoon an address by Blder D S, Burnet: subject
—Dmmertality.  Singing snd Invitailens, when several came forward
Exbortation by Dr. Robinson. Benediction and dismissivi—some
§or 7 appointments made for the cvening at meeting houses and
school hoases in the vicinity.

. lord’sday morning. after singing, $4th Psaln read by Elder Erret,
. prayer by Elder A. B. Green—short address by Elder Williard—
« exhortation by Elder Hawley an address by Blder Campbell from a
i part of tun 23rd chapter of Mathew: Subject—" What think you of
i Christ.™ Invitations, and seme came forward.

" Bat my paper and time would fail to give a detailed account of
i each day. The above is enough as a sample of the whole meeting.
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i delivered avother. at the conclusion of which two smiable youn
¢ femalos prese _

. tised in Jake Brie—gaints and augels rejoiced over the dclightf
: acene.  The Lord zrant them deliveranee from every snare, and
. the cloge of eavthiy things. an admittanee withall bis saints into b

: Erinof lute.

i ed in that vicinity.

Rider 8. Chureh of Pittsburgh was present and took part. In all
thers were some fiftcen presehers on the stand.  There was estimated
to be 3000 people on the ground, and about 2000 sat down at the
Lord’s table to commune. This wass glorious sight. As youm
remarked whiie presiding at the Lord’s table in Dorcliester that words
ware nothing, so thought we on this occasion. Elder Cam:pbell presi-
ded st the table. He again addressed the audience on Monday
forengon; we had the pleasure of hearing a great discourse from him. |
Over twenty additions in all, and much good done. [The number was !
specified in the Qctober Banner § '

I caumot pass without mentioning the hospitality of the brethren,
Baskets and baskets of provisions brought oa the ground, and foads
of melons; and all as free as air, and all invited to partake and be
filled. At their homes, their houses, tables, barns, fields, and orchards
of peaches &e.. werz all free.  The meeting closed on Monday,

The next weel we enjoyed another such a meeting at Stow, which
Iasted about as long. was larger. and about the same number of
additions made. Thne would fail to give detsils. You may be
assured we feel murh strengthened in the « ioner man” after attend-
ing two such mectings as these. We take courage and rejoice, and
pricssdforwurd with more zeal in the glorious calling wherewith we are
called.

We auticipate spending & part of next summer in Toronto, where
we will se¢ you no doubt, if not before. . . . I will dowhat I cau for:
the Ghristian Danner. s

Mrs. C. joins in_our clristian regards to you and vours. 1

In the glorious hope,
J. B. Cuank.

Wainfleet, Sept. 26th , 13563, .

Duar Baotsn: Quvuant :—Yesterday we were blessed with the.,
presence of brather Stevens. who in the forenoon gavé us a solid and?;
iBuminating dizcourse on criginal chrstianidy.  In the evening héin

ated themselves for baptism.  To-day they were bap

averlasting kingdow ! T
A. Crexpnyax 3

P S. Ouar meeting house is 2bout completed. e

C. McMillen ixforms us that two have beenadded to the ci}m‘cﬁ

Brother Legate, Darhum, lets us know by etter that one basg ol
~ - ' ' .
EZ&™ Notice of Rxchanges in type, but crowdedout.
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