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On Copving the Bolsheviki

Y time of the 1917 revolution in Russia
_\\r e uppt oved of the action of the Bolshevik
i aders. During the many vieissitudes ef
. +hat have taken place sinee, we have secn
roason 1o alters this position. We understood,

| understand, that Bolshevism is not Social-

ism. Our knowledge of Russian conditions, though
meagre, was sufficient to acquaint us

& e fact that this country was not yet r(' dy
<acialism. Eeonomie and social de .|lnp|-x nt

i not reached that stage where soeial ownership
ans of pr-ullluli()ll was pn\'\‘iM«‘.

what was accomplished in Russia shouid
pproval of all members of the revolu

' b ¢
the a

working ¢lass. A great change has taken

A militant, Marxian minority took oceasion

the hand and estgblished proletarian dictator-

Were the conditions not favorable for such

s dictatorship eould scarcely have weath-

the storms of the past three years. That the

deviks have suceeeded, mot alone in holding

reins of power but, in materially strengthening

n should, in itself, be proof sufficient
¢ eonditions warranted the effort.

The old-faadal aristossaey. held control of pelit-

longer than elsewhere in Europe. The

made pn\-%';»!c

r post!

ral conditions of the country
a state of affairs. But the time
vising bourgeoisie was economically important
lemand political rights. Sueh demands
re suceessively eombatted by the ruling elass. At
ne when the opportunity for bourgeois snecess
ved, a great war was in progress. The manu-
ciuring section seized eontrol, They were poorly
ganized and in no condition to make secure their
Were the old landed avistocrats all they
| to contend with, no doubt their efforts wonld
But-such was not

came when

) .‘,'.r; 10 «

have been erowned with suceess,
\ resonreeful Socialist minority had been at work
Among the industrial prol-tariat
extensive educatiopal policy had been carried
1. The works of Marx, Engels, and other Social
“t teachers were disseminated and studied.  The
the revisionist, and reformist elements
, France and England was fully under-
hefore the Revolution. They were
wialists of the Marxian sehool. Their object was
e aholition of class society, and not the advo-
ot palliatives and nostrums.
\ weak ruling class, lacking the means of re-
sion found in highly erganized capita ist cen
tres; a peasantry uneducated and conscquently de-
that respect for master class teae hln" in
‘parable from well developed industrial commun
of war in existence, ‘'which spelled
Sarvation, bloodshed, and, discontent for the mass-
®5iall these eircumstances made possible the sue-
‘essful attempt of the Bolsheviki to capture political
Power.  This they did.
what proeedure our self-classified,
ire intellectuals would have followed in such &
they « we are not aware. 1|.| all likelihood
vould have chosen to remain in wage slavery
\‘\]:\‘y].l :,h"\ were absolutely certain that a majority
1 favor of the change. Once they were able
10 quote 4 passage from each of the Socialist classics
‘0 prove that the time was ripe, perhaps they w ould
give the proposition their earnest consideration.
: ";i\hlhnso who are in the proletariat, yet not of
seeure a livelihood by less arduous toil than

some

years,

e .
dktiess of
Fhermany

$tood long
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the masses who slave in mills, minés, and faetories,
this policy of ‘‘watehful waiting’’ may well suffice.
The system does not yet bear heavily emough on
their shoulders to cause an effort for relief. Capit-
alism still has attraetions that prevent their partiei-
pation in any venture that is not certain of sue-
‘Show us that the attempt will involve no
sacrifice on our part, as well as a quotation from
Marx sanctioning the step, and we may try it. Any-
thing less than this is anathema to us. Away with
| S

To the scientific Socialist, the works of Marx and
Engels are valued on account of the knowledge they
impart. The prineiples of the Socialist philosophy

the Materialist Coneeption of History, the Class
Struggle, aud the theory of Surplus Value— have
heen first expressed by these great teacbe.rs. Their
contribution to social science has been invaluable.
Their analysis of capitalist society has been clear,
thorough, and accurate. We prize them for what
they have accomplished. No one else has done S0

el in this field.

} ut there is considerable dnferenco between be-
ing Marxian students and Marxian worshippers.
The one buplies a eritical stady, and the ather blisd

faith. They are two ‘distinet modes of approach,

The analvsis of eapitalist produection made by
\arx and Fngels, over seventy yeéars ago, still holds
vood. The same social system prevails. But many
changes have taken place in the development of this
system. The old form of trades unionism, of which
Mars has written, is rapidly making way for indus-
vial unionism, which better enables the sellers of

labor power to resist the encroachments of capital.
Were Marx reviewing the situation today he would
Jonhtless take the same attitude towards the new
form that he did to the <1d. Yet we find some of
his followers who still adhere to the craft union
idea. and oppose industrial unionism because Marx
did not mention it.

Such a situation as that of the Brltmh coal miners
«trike wonld be utterly unthinkable in Marx's day.

heeause they are a party to a ‘‘triple
allianee’’ of other trades, but because of the mew
methods resorted to by the ruling class. Armored
tanks. antomobiles, aeroplanes, ete., were all un-
known fifty vears ago, and today they are regarded
as the most efficient methods of coercing workers,
and making possible the transportation of com-
modities while the mines are closed.

With new developments in the machinery of pro-
duetion it necessarily follows that tactical changes
In a general sense the tac-
movement are contained in
But methods of

CEOSS.

Not only

are made imperative.
tics of the Socialist
the works of Marx and
attack are not absolute or rigid. They are not set
regardless of time or place, as ‘‘per-
feet musie unto noble words. ** Evep if we take the
“gdictatorship of the proloturmt '—it was not
spoken of hy Marx til1 he had seen the effects of
the Paris Commune, It matters not, for the sake
of illustratign, whether we accept the term in the
Kautskian or Leninian The point is that
Marx did not employ it in his earlier wrmng\ and
occasion to do so only when a new situation

k.ngels.
to the system,

term

sense.

found

h‘ll‘ IL'H\HI . :
So with us of today. We must mould our tacties

in accordance with the conditions at hand. This
the Bolsheviki did. They took eontrol at the oppor-
tune moment. They did not stop to enquire what
sages and seers had preseribed. Whether or pot
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their action will lead to Socialism, by the safest
and shortest route, time a'one will tell. The ques-
tion cannot be settléd by quotations from Marx.

That the methods pursued in Russia are not
adaptable everywhere else we know full well. In
fact, perhaps in that one country alone could such
tacties suffice. The circumstanees of the case will
determine what must be done. Too many enthus-
iasts rush to the conclusion that ‘‘What’s good
enough in Russia is good enough here.”” They fail
to understand the sitnation. In this connexion it
might be correct to state that while the Revolution
was a good thing for the Russian workers, as many
impartial persons and delegations have testified, it
has had a detrimental effeet, in many ways, on tae
working class movement in other countries.

That optimism, and impulsiveness, that is sure
to follow in the aftermath of vietory is likelyeto
retard a philosophical study of human society. In-.
stead of explaining theories and laws of value and
surplus value, and probing into the economic base
to reveal the nature of the political and social strue-
ture, there is now a tendeney to get busy amd do
something. Man) of our students develop mto

QG ac
o

Yerstand eve'ry move the. f‘t’i -x-‘ Tha e,
the reasons for making them, but persist in laying

out plans of action, and carving the polmcal frame-
work of the structure that must be built. In short
they have Bolsheviki on the brain.

Enthusiasm is fine. It is one of the necessary
attributés of a militant elass. But not enthusiasm
a'one. There was enthusiasm aplenty in the Reign
of Terror, and the Paris Commune. But it was
mob enthusiasm. We must guard against this.

The Russian Revolution is an inspiration to the
workers of every land in the fight for freedom.
Even though it should end in a ‘‘colossal mas-
sacre,’”’ or “‘blood bath,”” as some of our gquasi in-
tellectuals gleefylly prediet, the effort has been well
worth while. But we must not forget that we can
learn from their defects as well as from their vie-
tories. Indeed, we can learn more. If all we had
to do was to emulate the fame and follow the ex-
ample of Spartan and Bolshivist, we would have an
exciting time while it lasted. But soon we might
rue it. We are not strong enough. We must await
a favorable condition. How are we going to get it?
By making Socialists. By teaching our fellow.
workers the nature of the system we want to abol-
ish. When a sufficient number understand this
the rest will be easy,

They have Revolution in Russia, but at what a
cost? Thousands wiped out of existence through
the ignorance of their fellow men. Were the ma-
jority of Russian workers solid for Soecialist prinei-
ples no nation, nor group of nations, could thwart
iheir efforts. They would not be con?pelled to ae-
cept as allies the factions opposed to them. They.
would not have to accept ‘‘Tilsit peaces,”” or shake
the bloody hand of capitalist Europe. These are the
defeats that we can learn from. These are the ob-
stacles that we must shun.

Instead of hollering ourselves hoarse about the
virtues of mass action that®ean do something spec-
tacular, and not understand why we do it, let us
work in the sphere in which we find ourselves and
teach Socialism to others of our class. We do not
contend that a majority of the workers must under-
stand every chapter of Marx’s ‘‘Capital.'*. Re-

(Continued on page 4.)
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PAGE TWO

WESTERN CLARION,

Economic Causes of War

Article No. 15.
(Continued from last issue).

HIS steel and iron age of capitalism is not

I confined to railways; it is also very much in-

terested in armaments. French and German
ambassadors at Constantinople engaged in incessant
conflict over the right to serve Turkey with arma-
ments, from the forges of Creusot in France or
Essen in Germany. The banks take their share in
this competition and the procedure is to offer a loan,
cn the condition that the proceeds be expended to
purchase guns from either side as the case may be.
A British firm built the forts at Dardanelles in 1914.
Austria has been known to make it a condition of
a tariff treaty with Serbia, that she should buy her
guns from the Austrian works at Skoda. Britain's
treaty in defence of Spanish interests in Morocco
resulted in the rebuilding of the Spanish navy by
British firms. When a loan and railway concession
in 1909 went to Germany. the British Ambassador
objected and China was going to the dogs, but when
Lever and Company eombined to found a vast soap
factory in China it was good business.

It was the great steel interests of the United
States that dictated her entrance into the Great
War. The exports of the States, which in 1913
were 2466 billions, increased to 5481 billions in
1916, the largest share of which went to the war in-
dustries. Out of the sudden falling off of their ex-
ports through the submarine warfare arose the de-
mand for the freedom of the scas, or in other words
a market for their produets.

So we find that government today is in reality the
executive committee of the trusts and affiliated
banks who use diplomacy and armaments if not
actually to annex semi-civilized eountries, at Jeast
to secure markets, excluding competition from the
building of railways and the exploiting of mines
in their self-allotted spheres of interests. The
Great War has ended with the Imperialist strength-
ened in the saddle of governments. The recent
merging of the Canadian steel, iron and eoal indus-
tries in the British Empire Steel Corporation is an
inevitable outcome of the intensive development of

. the iron stage of capitalism. Imperialism aims at
the autoeratic control of all the small nations to ex-
ploit them for its own benefit. Production of pro-
fits merely considers wants that ean be paid for,
and the worker ounly gets a small share or slave's
portion of the wealth he produces. The Socialist
wants to socialize the means of produetion and pro-
duce for use, eliminating the exploitation of one by
another.

‘While the contradietions in the capitalist system
have become greater, such as produttion, which is
a social act, yet the appropriation of the wealth is
undertaken by the eapitalist class beeause of their
ownership of the means of production. Capitalism
has severed the worker from the tools and made him
a wage slave. There exists, as Engels points out,
s: “Contradiction between socialized organization
in the individual factory and social anarchy as a
whole.”” Through the perfecting of machinery be-
ing made compulsory for each manufaeturer by com-
petition there arises the great industrial reserve
army, the great contradietion of want in the midst
of plenty. Exeess of the means of subsistence on
the one hand and on the other, excess of workers
without the means of subsistence. As soon as a cap-
7 italist country is over-stocked with wealth, poverty
Stalks abroad. The most remarkable contradietion
under capitalism is the faet that while the exploit-
ation of the worker becomes greater the rate of pro-
fit has a tendency to sink. As Marx points out,
profit is mystified surplus value because profit is
the percentage calculated on the total capital in-
vested. We are told to save for the dull times, but
if al! the people of Canada were to save a dollar a
head per week they would hasten the industrial
erisis by leaving between seven and eight million
dollars worth of produets on the market. Some say
invest that money, but how can that be done when

the demand for commodities has been cut down al-
ready?! Capitalists recognize the social character
of produetion which forced on them the joint stock
companies and later the trusts with their concentra-
tion of wealth, making the capitalist class super-
fluous as all their social functions are being per-
formed Wy salaried employees.

It is this overproduction that brings on a struggle
for foreign markets. Listen to a capitalist view.
Hon. Leslie M. Shaw, while secretary of the United
States Treasury under President Roosevelt, deliv-
ered a lecture to the students and faculty of Chicago
University, March 1st, 1907, just previous to the
financial panie of that year. He was speaking to a
eritical audience and knew his speech would be
given a wide circulation. He said: “*The time is
coming when the manufactories will outgrow the
country, and men by the hundred of thousands will
be turned out of the factory. The factories are
multiplying faster than our trade, and we will short-
Iy have a surplus, with no one abroad to buy and
no one at home to absorb it because the laborer has
not been paid enough to buy back what he has cre-
ated. The last century was the worst in the world's
history for wars. I look to see this eentury bring out
the greatest confliet ever waged in the world. It will
be a war for markets and all the nations of the
world will be in the fight as they are all after the
same markets to dispose of the surplus of their fae-
tories.”” Why this surplus? It is, as Mr. Shaw says,
because the laborer has not been paid enough to buy
back what he has produeed. Then the workers are
used as pawns in the fight and die for their country
to obtain a market to dispose of the surplus wealth
they themselves produced and that Shaw tells us we
cannot buy back because we are not paid enough.
The worker is recompensed for his serviees in the
war with miserable pensions, street organs, and
kieks.

Socialism is nothing but a reflex in thought of
the confliets in fact which exist under capitalism.
The fact exists outside of us, independent of the will
or actions of even the eapitalists who have brought
it on. These conflicts are the contradictions I have
mentioned and are the cause of the antagonisms be-
tween what are called Capital and Labor. Some
people would have us believe thdt war is an econ:
omie necessity. In its origin when primitive tribes
spread over the earth in search of pastures new,
because of famine or inadequate fertility of the soil,
war may be termed an economie necessity, but to-
day, while it may be an economie necessity for the
capitalist class, to the Socialist it results from the
instability of eapitalism. The breakdown of the eapit-
alist system, leading to the social revolution, is be-
ing brought about by the inherent contradictions of
the ecapitalist system of production itself.

Meanwhile the discontent of the workers is grow-
ing, and the sense of the injustice of the present
social system has developed a new code of ethies.
Having no property of their own, and the means of
wealth produetion being owned by companies and
corporations, having no body to be kicked or soul
to be damned, the workers fail to see the need of
private property in produection and shout for gov-
ernment ownership and eontrol. But we must point
qut to the worker that that is not the remedy.
Andrew Carnegie advoeated Government ownership
of railways, and if the capitalists sell out to the
government and hold bonds, their unearned wealth
would flow smoother than today because the gov-
ernment would use the military tb squash labor with
a still firmer hand.

Then again, a new phase has arisen which E. D.
Morel in a speech in England has pointed out, and
which we as workers eannot ignore, as a result of
the Great War; that is that blaek troops are being
used by France in the oecupied territory of Ger-
many. These troops, converted into machines of
slaughter t.o save the world for demoeracy and for
the glory of God, have brought about terrible con-
ditions amongst the womenfolk of the occupied ter-

ritory. France is militarizing her Afri.

an eologie
to such an extent that by 1922 she wij| ,, .
African, mostly negroes, without eountin
seripts of French North Africa—

Moroeco.

ve 200,009
g the ¢q
\geria, T " e
. 14, Tunig gp,
Two of the three years of 1} :

|

A i i *Ir trainipy
is to be spent in France. There is no y.» in disenic
Qisguis,

ing the faect, these troops will be used in Frage
and Jean Longuet realizes that in a jetter he wn (
E. D. Morel. This policy of Ffance will be fyuy
upon Great Britain if she hopes to possess her ga,‘
of Africa, which has only a foree of 2000 ;‘.‘1.‘..,,;
keep internal order with and which is ne ,
the French territory that is being milis
the policy of using these black troops ip
keep the workers down is earried out,
they will be used elsewhere.

3
xt door ty
arized. |t
Fr:m--.y t0

wmt f.n_hz-'_

To talk of peace through such a medium g the
league of Nations, or any other method under ez
italism, is preposterous. We, as Socialists

mi
must

earry on the class war-by educating the worker %
the fal'aey of the Imperialists’ policy of pitting the
workers of one country against those of another "
The efass war 1s not against the wdividug !

against the social system and the social position o
the economically dominant elass; not a fight to s
plant the capitalist class but to abolish them Iy

not a fight against an inferior class, because whes
the class struggle is understood a historic mission »
ascribed to every elass. The historie mission of the
capitalist class has been accomplished and the clas
itself has outlived its usefulness, becoming parn.
sitical consumers of the wealth produced. As the
capitalist class represented a higher plane of vl
ization than the Feudal lords it does not mean tha
the Feudal system was of less importance in the
general development of human progress. Eogels 5
very clear on this development in his * Landmarts
of Scieutifie Socialism,”” m which he says: “We
must not forget that our entire economic, politieal
and intellectual development has its foundation in
a state of society in which s'avery was regarded
universally as necessary. In this sense we may 97
that without ancient slavery there would have bees
po modern socialism. It is very easy to make
preachments about slavery and to express car moril
indignation at sueh a scandalous instituton [Un
fortunately the whole significance of this is that
merely says that those old institutions do pot cor
respond with our present conditions and sentimen®s
engendered by these conditions. ;
enter this matter we are obliged to say in spite
all contradietions and accusations of heresy, that tbe
introduetion of slavery under the conditions of thil
time was a great step forward.’’

All previous class struggles have been waged
the interest of a minority class with the help of the

: g
. workers. Today the class which represents socd

progress are the workers, which embraces all tha!
is essential in the industrial process, and which. he-
ing in the overwhelming majority, has rot 10 _x_..
pend on another elass like all previons classs It

. . - i * ," Hx"
is the duty of the Socialist to make the facis 02!

tory known to his fellow workers, This [ have®
deavored to do in these articles. Let us |
to our fellow workers that in capitalist « i/
labor is but the means to inerease ac "'”l"“.‘
labor, or capital, for the owners. Socia.ism 7T~’3“"‘
accumulated labor is but a means to Wi ‘*”“;.'“i}l
and promote the existence of the laborer. I8¢ 7
chanical development of the productive fof N
today requires production on a large scale. 384 7%
are to eliminate wars, waged to obtain 'T;"’i':f .
the surplus wealth the workers produce. W¢ 0"
realize that our position in society is "-‘\ A, ,
the private ownership of the means of Pl
and distribution (which is used ‘*0‘0?’"7"7"1"‘.“\"
the workers today producing socially tf "_v't"m:,,.
subsistenece for the profit of a few) into 50 cial "W';‘U.
ship, producing for use instead of for provt
funetior, of the Socialist Party of Canala s 10

cate the workers to this end.

PETER T. LECKTF
(THE END]
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WESTERN CLARION

PAGE THREE

Matenalist Conception of History

LESSON 1V,

mal., without tools he is nothing, with tools

C \RLYLE has said: “Man is a toel-using ani-

o )8 ﬂ“,',

(4&”3':(;,. is not correet in his analysis of the dif-
corence between man and the animal. Some ani-
“,‘;,. use the branches of trees, and stones as tools,
."»‘m we Socialists point out, that it is not the pro-
‘,,z..“... of the articles of consumption nor the use
: tools that distinguishes man from the animals.
it is the production of tools, which serve as means of
;»rmhl““"ll and defence, .

Time has been divided into three periods.

1«t—The Geological, or Imorganic Period.

nd—The Biological Period.

1rd— The Sociological or Economic Period.

In the Geological Period, we have the develop-
ment from the nebulous whirl to the earth, changes
caused by the elements struggling together, estim-
ated by Lyell, the father of geology, at 200 millions
of VEears.

The Biological Period is from the amoeba t6 man,
a struggle not only between different species but
Jso between individuals of the same species.

The fittest to survive was determined by the
physiologieal differences of the animals. When
land arose. then land animals would triumph be-
cause they had the necessary limbs, if the land sank
below the sea level then the water animal would
wryive. 1f the change was slow and the organism
not too complex, gradual adaptation to environment
was possible. The huge fossils to be seen in our
snseums are the remains of those which failed to
survive

The animal develops its organs to the new envir-

oument, but man Hds Feached the stage of developing
his tools, which has strengthened and lengthened
his natural organs, enabling man to spread over the
globe. This has given him a larger correspondence
with nature, enlarged his environment, extended his
knowledge, and enlarged his mentality over the
animals, thus entering into the sociological and econ-
omie Period. This development of the tools used
by man has rendered invalid all the analysis and
arguments the opponents of Socialists are fond of
using against Soeialism from the Biological view-
point,
Haeckel at Munich Congress, defended Darwin-
ism, and attempted to overthrow Virchow, who said
Darwinism led to Soecialism. Haeckel took Bee
Society as an illustration to defend classes in
society. e pointed out that the Queen bee could
perform no other function than reproductien. Drones
existed as fertilizers of the Queen, and the workers
10 gather the flower dust to make the honey. Tllerc
we have a biologieal illustration. Before this ar-
fument against class abolition of society is valid,
Haeckel would have to prove that a Queen could
not wash clothes for a living with starvation as an
alternative, or a 'workingm.n's daughter could not
wear a coronet if her father became a Duke. Haeckel
'nored this vital distinetion. Society cannot be
‘onsidered as an organism in the biological sense.
The difference between mankind is mot a physio-
logical, but an economie one.

Man is a tool making animal, and such difference
& there may be between a navvy and a clerk is not
like that hetween two different animals, but exists
94 result of the difference of the tools used.
I;hfi"'. are animal societies that have no biological
Visions, therefor no classes. The crow and the
1':"3".""“: Y""‘t)ulliZc-.oxll)' three grounds as a Jjustifica-

' idleness : infancy, old age, or accident. Pre-

NStorie i i .
\'M“ man lived in that period before man had
Written records.

The

s knowledge of pre-historic man has been
Liathe

*¢d from the implements he used which they
'mu].-,‘, “i"h. their dead, also partly by the s'ludy of
of ¢ .I. savage races and by words found in some
¢ related languages. This knowledge has been
""\"'I"}.l}};\. the ‘““*‘0."915' of various. implmmrn?s dis-
m all continents. There is no definite re-

Dirje
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FOR BEGINNERS

corded period of time of the pre-historic age, but we
are able to classify stages as the stone, copper,
bronze, and now the iron age.

Man, depending on the fertility of the soil, his
food was so precarious that war was a result of the
uncertainty of his food supply.

The discovery of fire enabling men to dry the
roots and fruits was a great advance in man’s pro-
gress, and brought about a division of labor. Hunt-
ing and fighting fell to the men, and the women’s
duties became cooking the fish and game. This re-
maining behind of the women folk resulted in the
discovery of the cultivation of the soil. The war
spirit was weakened with this discovery and the
domesflcation of animals began. The possession of
tribal property began a new cause for war. Side
by side in fruitful and unfruitful regions war be-
came robbery, and defence against robbery, and it
has remained robbery in its essence until today.

When food-getting was precarious and depend-
ed on hunting, the old people were killed and
eaten, but with cultivation and domestication en-
abling them to feed the old people, they became
the medium through which the knowledge of the
tribe was handed down to the next generation, be-
fore man could write. Man therefore has develop-
ed or evolved from the primitive State to civiliza-
tion, as a result of the development of the tools
which enable man to obtain food easier and more
plentifully.

Man has changed from using caves as dwellings
to huts and better constructed houses, from the
clothing made from skins to the woven cloth, from
food of wild roots and fruits to the cultivated fruits
and grains, -

Language has proven a parent race, but the in-
creasing population, préssing on the limited food
supply, caused the younger to emigrate by families
banding together.

lewis Morgan, in his ‘‘Ancient Society,’’ gives
illustrations of various savage tribes in different
stages of development in our own time, which coin-
cide with the conclusions arrived at regarding our
own ancestors when they were in the same status of
development. That they passed through these
stages has been learned from the various implements
discovered in advanced countries during excava-
tions.

Morgan says primitive people had no fixed abodes.
but wandered about, so long as they had to de-
pend on nature’s fertility for their means of sub-
sistence. Time was no object to primitive people.
They stayed in one place so long as they obtdined
subsistence, and when there was no lack of food,
the men and women Iounge(f about, while the chil-
dren played. 3 .

The great epochs of human progress have been
identified, more or less directly, with the enlarge-
ment of the source of subsistence.

The women folk carrying the burdens of the
tribe on their backs was an economic necessity dur-
ing their wanderings. The man could not do it and
hunt at the same time,

When the first white men went to Australia, the
natives took the oxen to be the white men’s wives
because they carried the burdens. 3

Man's first stages of social development must have
been by far the most difficult, as hunger and sex
passion must have been the first motive power, and
not until man developed speech could he be said to
have risen above the animals. Although we cannot
trace every piece of history of a given race we can,
by studying the various developments of savage
people whom civilization has not yet exterminated,
build up a fairly well defined history of the dE\‘tf'-
opment of the human race from savagery to civil-

yzation,

Morgan divides the period of history in this
fashion :-

1st—Lower Status of Savagery.

ond—Middle Status of Savagery.

3rd—Upper Status of Savagery.

4th—Lower Status of Barbarism.

5th—Middle Status of Barbarism.

6th—Upper Status of Barbarism.

7th—Status of Civilization. .

These we will deal with in our next lesson, giving
a clearer vision of the materialistic conception of
history, which ascribes the driving power of all
social change -to the economic development of soc-
iety, with its creation of classes and the class
struggle. Pk

PT.L
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THE HIGH COST OF LIVING

(Continued from last issue).

Finally, the continual increase in the use of giant
machinery, and the inevitable displacement of labor,
throngh the perfeetion of productive methods, im-
mensely increases the produetive eapacity of labor
actually in production, and by this increase in vol-
ume of produetion lessens individual eost, while, at
the same time, magnifying total value. On the
other hand, and also at the same time, the operation
of the same causes on the workers by lessening the
cost of production of labor power, lessens its price
on the open market, and by intenifying competition
for jobs, futs an ever sharpening edge on the strug-
gle for bare existence.

There.is therefore an ever-inereasing surplus ac-
cruing to the master class from the ownership of in-
dustry ; a proportionately increasing lowering of"the
life condition of the workers, from the operation of
that same industry. There is therefore a contin-
ually widening gulf between the value of the pro-
duct of labor and the value of the power that ere-
ates the product, and as a necessary consequence of
its own produetivity the purchasing ecapacity of
labor is. progressively lesseped... o o« = .07

As the total volume of the world’s annual pro-
dueti. n is annually consumned, and as all wealth is,
guaged in mduey tokens, this aceumulated.wealth
of capital is but paper, and has no real existence.
Yet, for the same reason, because it is paper, the
purchasing power of the workers’ share of that
paper is steadily declining. By right of property,
the master class owns all that its property pro-
duces; by the self same right, the working class
owns the price of its labor power. Or, put in an-
other form, for the privilege of working on the pro-
perty of the owning class, the working class is al-
lowed the price of its subsistence, and because of
the perfection of industrial machinery and methods,
the value of the ereative capacity of soecial labor,
is far in excess of the value of its labor power. That
is where the H. C. L. comes in.

Hence it is that no scheme, or device, or reform,
however ably conceived, or nobly inspired, can alter
the economic relationship of master and slave in
the industrial productive system of capital. The
H. C. of L. will yield only to one remedy—the abol-
ition of wages and the transference of ownership of
social necessities from individual or corporation to
the collective community. To the owners of those
necessities must acerue the benefits and privileges
of ownership; and hope and its desires, art and its
attainments, science and its plentitude, life and its
fulness, man and his regeneration, can find their

realization and satisfaction only in ‘the terms of .
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EDITORIAL
B. C. ELECTIONS.

S. P. of C. enters the campaign in two
districts only in this election, namely, Van-
couver and Prince Rupert. In Vancouver,

where there are six seats, we have nominated Com-

rades Dennis, Earp, Harrington, MeQuoid, Smith,

and Stephenson, and in Prince Rupert, J. H. Bur-

rough, nominated at a convention of various labor

groups, made this declaration:

““It mever entered my head until last night

that 1 might be called upon to stand, but if I

am chosen I shall stand on the platform of the

Soeialist Party of Canada. ., 1 anf not con-

cerned with the opening of closed towns or the

reform of conditions for wage slaves, but 1

would abolish the wage slave system entirely.

I would go to Vietoria to spread the propa-

~ ganda of revblutionary Socialism, for that is

the only remedy to present day eonditions. If

that stand is not endorsed by this meeting 1
would deeline to become a eandidate.”’

We quote the above from ‘‘The Daily News’’
(Prince Rupert), in order to correet the reports cur-
rent that Comrade Burrough is running under the
banner of the F. L. P. In the matter of campaign
manifestos, that of Comrade Burrough appears in
another column. Vaticouver has issued as its first
manifesto the same proelamation of party prinei-
ples as was used in Winnipeg in the eleetion there.
Further literature will be issued as the eampaign
develops, Polling day is December 1st. It is evi-
dent that the workers throughout the Provinee are
aliye to the opportunities offered for Socialist pro-
paquﬁa in such a eampaign as this. We have had
repeated demands made upon us for candidates to
contest outlying electoral districts. We have not
yet reeovered from the effects the war has had upon
us one way and another, and.in the meantime we
shall proceed steadily with our eduecational work
in every field. While there is evidence all around
of the good work our propaganda has done, it is
necessary for us to see to it that our edueational
growth finds its expression through the workers
developing their own spokesmen in their own fields.
We . have been all along insisting upon systematic
study. We should insist too upon systematic ef-
fort towards the development of class consciousness
among the workers. :

jrbr—geoit DX
SECRETARIAL NOTES.

A misplaced line in the article of F. Clark, ‘‘Is
It a Demoeraey?’’ in last issue rendered a sentenece
unreadable. It should have read: ‘‘The history of
the past five years proves that the mass of the peo-
ple don’t give a hang about their politieal privileges
so long as their ecopomic. privileges are fairly
secure, In other words, if jobs are plentiful, and
hay and oats are coming regularly to the masses,
they are not interested in their political privileges.
Conseription in Great Britain and Canada, United
States espionage acts, government by order-in-
council or ‘court injunction, ‘‘Dora,”’ jailings, de-
poraions, expulsion of regularly-elected represent-
atives, ete., were of less importance in the eyes of «
the masses than the price of sugar, or the latest base-
ball scores.”’ W X, ot

We are requested by, the Literature Secretary o
Local Winnipeg to draw attention to the fact that
our Literature Price List applies in all respects to
their departuient, and that orders may be filled by
application to J. Sanderson, Box 1762, Winnipeg,
Bundles of ‘‘Clarion’’ back numbers; may be had
from the same address., fr.ee £or distribution. ;

The latest class to be organized is reported from
Kamloops. Comrade Orchard reports the formation
of a class to study ‘‘Socialism, Utopian and Seien-
tific.”” A class on economies has been organized
around Sechelt logging distriet by Comrades Don-

.

ovan and McKenzie. Comrade McKenzie in the
meantime, has met with a serious accident. Com-
rade Donovan is therefore directing the argument
on ‘ Value, Price and Profit,’”’ in the time honored
way.
.. L o

Comrades at outlying points, news dealers, local
secretaries and others interested should write to:
The Educational Press Association, 182 St. Cath-
erines Street East Montreal, for a literature list.
They advertize ‘‘The State and Revolution,’ by
Lenin, and we have ordered a supply. Their stock
of this work is exhausted but they report a further
shipment due. Local secretaries should see their
literature list at once and order their supplies s0
that they may be able to estimate the demand.

& * L

. ‘We are constantly in receipt of communications
regarding medical relief for Soviet Russia. During
the past few months we have lent our earnest aid to
this worthy endeavor, and have from time to time
forwarded collections and donations received to the
Soviet Russia Medical Relief Committee, 362 De
Kalb Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. (Dr. Wm. Mendelson,

secretary-treasurer). This committee, which has
the approval of L. C. A. K. Martens, Sovig repre-
sentative at New York, is now located at 60 St.

Marks Place, New York City, and its treasurer is
now Dr. John Guttman. We have from time to
time published their financial statements in these
columns, and we expect to present in next issue a
statement in detail of supplies already sent to Reval
and received there. In the meantime there has been
organized in Winnipeg, Man., a Medical Relief Com-
mittee for Soviet Russia and Soviet Ukraine, M.
Popovich, seeretary, Box 3391, Postal Station B.,
Winnipeg. We are advised by the Committee of
Brook!yn (now New York), that the Winnipeg Com-
mittee has their endorsement. We now learn of
the formation of the Soviet Russia Medical Relief
Fund, Chicago, Ill., Chas. L. Drake, Director. This
“*Fund’’ issues some literature in furtherance of
its “‘drive’’ for relief moneys, literature which is
hardly distinguishable from ordinary liberal clap-
trap. Now, we have no desire to prejudice in any
way the cause of medieal relief for the suffering
people of Russia, but would point out that if these
committees would expeet maximum results they had
better work cohesively and assign territories to one
another. As it is, each secretary is writing appeals
and letters to the same individuals "all over the
country, and each is duplicating the work of the
other. For instance, in August, the Brooklyn Com-
mittee sent out letters to arrange a lecturing tour
for Isaac MeBride. The Chicago people are now
sending similar letters, and we are informed that the
Winnipeg Committee too are ®ow working to the
same end. Curiously enough however, not one of
these committees seems to know anything of the
existence of the other, and the unfertunate corres-
pondent is required to make arrangements with all
three on one affair. We are informed that Chas. L.
Drake, who is Director of the Chicago Fund, is the
same director who toured Sir Oliver Lodge over this
continent some time ago. He addresses us as
‘“Dear Comrade,’’ and he says that the meetings held
by Isaac MeBride will be ‘‘non-politiecal, but radie-
ally Socialist’’ in character. Local Vaneouver, of
the S. P. of C. have already deeclined "(twice) to
arrange a meeting in Vanecouver for Isase MeBride,
mainly on the grounds that the Russian situation
does: not warrant the employment of highly paid
lecturers touring the counmtry, in view of the faet
that publieity is constantly given to the need for
contributions towards Soviet medical relief, and
that the Russian Revolution is a constant feature
here in regular Bocialist propaganda. We mean
no disrespect to Mr. MeBride, and we will continue
our endeavor towards medieal relief, but we seem
to see a danger of a regular industry springing up,
built upon the miseries of the Russian people. We
have before us now two appeals requesting funds,
and each is supposed to be mserted in the same
issue. If we are earnest in attending to” working-
class matters, let us be sensible in our arrangements.
These committees have been overlapping one an-
other’s efforts constantly. It may be the result of
worthy zealousness, but this ig not efficiency. 1f
they are overlapping at this end, who knows but
they are overlapping at the point of despatch? This
is not intended otherwise than as a note of encour-
agement. -

The following is from the ‘‘Evening Stdndard,’’
March 22nd, 1920:

““The first Levée since 1914 was held today at St.
James’s Palace, and was a brilliant function, the
glorious sunshine enhancing the pageantry and
color of the proceedings. There were some 400
presentations to the King.

“Dr. Von Sthamer, the German Chargé d’Affaires,
attended the ceremony, and was presented to the
King by Earfl Curzon of Kedleston, Secretary for
Foreign Affairs. Dr. Von Sthamer, in turn, pre-
sented the members of his/staff,

‘““A feature of the presentations was the number
of representatives of new States who were intro-

—

duced, among them being represents,
land, Poland, and the .New Balkan Stq
o

tives of py,
ey " *

And the following is by H. G. Wells ¢ Rusgi
WISSS <

“*And this specticle of misery and ebbing
is, you will say, the result of Bolshevis rulneu‘i
not believe it 1s. This desolate Russig is m;!i .
tem that has been attacked and destroyeq L\.“”‘
thing vigorous and malignant. It is 4, ﬁu:oo,m
system that has worked itself out and falley 4

‘It was not communism which built up thege owy,
impossible cities, but capitalism. It wag g Com.

munism that plunged this huge, creaking bank

empire into six years of European Imperiligy r&:
is it Communism that has pestered this syffe

and perhaps dving Russia with a series of subsig
ized raids, invasions and insurrections, and ‘Aﬂﬂicxe.i
upou it the atrocious blockade. The vinginjy
French creditor and the journalistic British ’Jlfln
far more responsible for these deatibed migery
than any Communist.’’ '

The capitalist press editdrs don’t like Welj "
Russia at all. They have already given wide pub
lieity to his story of Russian conditions. |t j,
terrible story of disease, cold, destitution and wyy
The capitalist press editors, however, have ey
forced to include his interpretation of causes fp
the very simpie reason that Wells is too strongy
figure in English journalism for them to wilfully gy
tort his despatches. So they report him “fa
fully’’ and then quarrel with his reasons. Wl
story is a story of the result of six years’ incessgn
warfare and three years’ blockade. By his show
ing misery was the inheritance of Communist we
trol, not the outcome of it

A e o @

This is the composition of the Dritish House of
Commons :—Landowners, 115; insurance directon
61; coal directors, 17; shipping direetors, 30, tetie
manufacturers, 19; general manufacturers, 1%,
bank directors, 28; oil directors, 4: brewen, 10
lawyers, 102; army officers, 50; naval oifieers, II;
doetors, 10; labour members, 67.

This is the House of Lords:=Insurance director
94; other mercantile interests, 84; bank directon,
68; shipping directors, 33; coal directors, 29, v
vers, 28; oil directors, 11; brewers, 11; textile mas

, facturers, 10; railway directors, €2,
L]

Comrade Jack Kavanagh has gone to Prinee Be
pert at the urgent request of the Dominion Exees
tive Committee, to help Comrade Burrough m th
electoral eampaign in that distriet. The procees
of working class eduestino in and sround the north
ern district that has been going on coustantly of
late, and the nomination of Comrade Burrough s3
striking evidence of its influence. With the av"'rtl
of Comrade Kavanagh, the campaign will devedp
in proportion, because outside points wi'l be resch
ed and people from outside points will come 10 e
ceiitre. Winter classes were in process 0f formd
tion when the election date was aunounced, and ¢
classes will now start off with enthusiasm, 'thﬁ-‘
ever the election result may be. Comrade l\‘u;;
agh may go over the G. T. P. as far as Smithers. -
comrades there are advised to communicate Wi
him ‘elo J. H. Burrough, Box 833, Prince Rupert.

e 30 2
ON COPYING THE BOLSHEVIKI
(Continued from page 1

volution might take place without any Mamt
students. Dut what would it be? Chaos, conft
sion, bloodshed, anarchy. This we want 10 “'“&
The greater the number of those who \mdﬂ'swf'
the nature of the struggle, the greater the IW"
bility of a bloodless fight. Let ‘dur.’mun l»t‘“*j;'
watchword ! J. A X

: 0
N MEETINGS
8. P. OF 0. VANCOUVER CAMPAIGN M, o

o e ... Rede B8
November 22ud ... Ash Hall (Fraser "'w"
November 30th . ..o Pender
at 8 pm.
e 10 -
HERE AND NOW. . lmk"“l
Following, One Dollar cach—Major Hyslop bt 7
Keenn, G- H. Kimball, E, D. Mitchell, F 1 Mitchel

Brown, E. A Evans, S. J. Rose, A- Shepherd, ‘\‘;ﬂ Cartwright
C. Crook, R. Hatley, C. Donner, A. Harris, JiT

0 . (»ml- ad

T Pack, G. Wallach. F. J. Enman; H, Black B Mcit,
Tree, A. E. Cotton, R. Sinclair, H. C. Mitchcll
Jake Klein, Wm. MacIntosh. i 1A wott: |

Following Two Dollars each—J. Nelwon. *
Sanderson, F. J. McNey, D, Caird, D '\'“ilw‘\;m, g H

Frank Cassidy, $19; () E. logram, 84;J. | ) A
Roberts. $3: Hugh Russell, £3; J. A Untinen '
McD, #8; Elsie Thorburn, $6. o 1 N

Total subscriptions received from 28th Octob

cmber, inclasive, ﬂla' AICBV )'UND< y Wardeo
Major Hyslop, $1; R. Dickson, $1; J- '\“l"‘!;"ik'. ¢ F)
$1; (I Donner, $185; J. A. Untinen, $4: et
McNew, $3; Larson 82; F. S F, #1; H. C.°
Maclntosh, $4. s Oclt

Total donations for C. M. F, from 23th %
November, inclusive, $24.85.

pee to 118




WESTERN CLARION

RCENT news despatchres from Russia sound
an extremely melancholy note, as, for instance,
ng\ one: ‘‘In Petrograd all the children be-
ow 12 and all the adults above 60 have beeu con-
inted to go into the damp and unwholesome for-
«« of northern Russia, to eut wood for the inhab-
of the said city for the coming winter.”’ This
. .(ated. is a horrible condition of affairs in as
¢h as the rigor of the northern winter and the
(";‘r.'iv!‘ atmosphere of the dense forests is bound to
Lvork a great hardship on the weaklings.
<uch is the despateh in all its bareness. One can
b clieve it or not, as he is disposed. The writer does
ot care 1o comment on its veracity. But evidently
it i« published to diseredit the ‘‘conseription of
hor”'—a practice -which on its face is beld in
oh disfavor in capitalist countries, because condi-
ons for capitalist production require that labor be
Jile and in a state of aimless flux, so to speak.
Indeed, the conseription of labor seems to have
Liruck capitalism a blow which makes it quite gar-

tant
His

il ons,

(‘riticism of the workings and doings of the Sov
.1s of Russia has been forthcoming regularly ever
ce their establishment, but none of this body of
L ricism seems to be as full of prejudice and bitter-
oo, and as far from hitting the mark, as the eritic-
i which has been levelled at the so-called *‘eon-
worption of labor.”” Many recent eritics lay much

f the blame for the conditions existing in Russia

the institution of conseripting labor. How ser-
ious these conditions are is real!ly a matter of con-

ture for most of us, since there are so many con-
flicting abroad. However, the writer
sntures the opinion, based upon cousiderable read-
g of these reports, that the average every day con
fitions in Russia are probably not much worse, if
uy, than the every day conditions in United States,
France or England,

The general trend of the eritieism levelled at the
and through them at the Bolshivists,
ymounts 1o an accusation of having committed a
uge crime against the Russian people. Now what
hive the Bolshevists done that they should merit
uch an indictment? In the first place, they have
zed up the capitalist system of production from all
ingles, and as a result thereof, they came to the con.
lusion that the eapitalists, as a class, were wholly
iud absolutely incapable of managiug the huge and
wwplicated machine that the system really is.
iround for this eonelusion was found in the condi-
wns that existed both in the spheres of production,
ind of distribution, in the rayages wrought by wars
end in the unspeakable contrast existing between
the social conditions of the workers and the idlers.

In the second place they saw, as so many people
hroughout the world see, that this machine, be-
wuse of its hughness and complexity, must be man-
hged with a high degree of skill and care, if its oper-
flion is to bestow upon those who operate it the
reatest amount of comfort and advantage. Dis-
ister only awaits the people which leaves to chance,
and ill-working economie frictions, the co-ordina-
h‘on and regulation of the working parts of the ma-
‘line. Social control had to be placed over it. More-
Over it is only the working class that is able to de-

Ve . ’ * .
lop the necessary care and skill to wield this social
control,

B

lion

r~-|mrh.

oviets,

-

it social control imp]ies two lhillg,\'. Produe-
and distribution must be carried on according
‘;“ o definite and well organized plan, that is accord-
}:h\t:: "h(' needs Of. the 'commnui.t,\'. und.tln-ro must
tion “';'I ‘.'""tml ’“}““"‘“.V to direct this organiza-

“ This authority need not be autocratic, as
(‘.,“,,::;)l'flp.(}miti““ of the So\'iots. u'n(l In.dustrinl
sy xl.\ 10W, (.)n the contrary it is, by its very
of “”u'“' ‘,‘"""""‘"0- On the osho‘r hand, this body
of l»roq,)m-" must hav.e under its control the forces
Unity i.,l(;“m" at its disposal. In no other way can
T 1¢ prosecution of the work of a commun-

the

l:'\h‘ maintained. This unity is essential if the
]1|(,’,.H;;‘;‘::.:“"'i“| control is to be an improtement on
S¥stem (:fl“ wh‘c‘f prevails under the capitalist

production. Moreover, as part of the

work connected with supplying the necessities of
life to a community is of a seasonable nature, such
as agriculture and lumbering, a part of the labor-
ing force must be marshalled so that this work may
he prosecuted and finished in season. As the Sov-
iets followed this plan of concentrating on the
most important work of the season, a large force of
men were, at one time, eutting wood in the Urals;
at another time a large force was tilling the fields?
and still at another time the laboring force was eon-
centrated on repairing the tramsport. By this
method of social organization and control of the
forces and machinery of production, the supply of
goods can be made to approximate to the social de-
mand for them. There is no doubt that the adop-
tion of this plan is responsible for the great show-
ing that Soviet Russia has made, in spite of the faet
that it has not worked as smoothly as one could
wish, because df the fact that the Soviets have had to
expend a good deal of their energy in fighting the
enemy on four fronts, at the same time as they were
organizing this System.

But the system of social control has now been
assailed from the four corners of the earth because
forsooth, it has meant the ‘‘conseription of labor,”’
Say the labor leaders and sycophantic bourgeois:
““Tha Soviets may have accomplished all that they
¢laim. But look, at what a price! The consecription
of labor has robbed the Russian people of all lib-
erty. They have no longer any freedom of aetion.
They are bounfl like slaves to the authority of the
One capitalist editor deprecates this loss
of liberty because the Russian workingmen cannot
now go on strike to hetter their conditions. I won-
Jder—ean a eapitalist editor advoeate a strike on the

Soviets, "'

‘grounds of personal liberty without inwardly hat-

ing himself for his blatant hypoerisy.

The defenders of capitalism hurl their thunder-
bolts of demunciation at the so-called eouscription of
labor as if it were not only a travesty on human lib-
erty, but also a new idea invented by Lenin or
Trotsky. The truth is that there is nothing new
about it except the words. Conseription of labor is
as intimately bound up with the machine process as
profits are with the capitalist industry. For what
Joes this term mean but the eontrol of the laboring
forces. In capitalist establishments this control is
cortainly exercised. Directly, as regards the appli-
cation of labor, and indirectly as regards compelling
men to work. Railroad men. for instance, cannot
work when they please, how they please and where
they please. They are always at the command of the
officials. They are ordered about not only within
the confines of an individual shop, but they are also
moved from one locality to another. And in any
factory the workers are transferred from one depart.
ment to another as the needs of the process demands.
In cases where one company owns more than one fac-
tory the workmen are shifted from one to the other
as one needs more laborers than the other. More-
over. the more extensive the machine process in any
plant, the stricter is the control 'placed over the dis-
position of the labor of the workers. A modern plant
cannot be operated successfully unless a preeise
supervision is maintained over the working force em-
plo,\’t‘d in it.

Of course it is true that a worker may resist such
control. A machinist in the employ of the C. P. R.
may refuse to go from the Winnipeg sl\;ops to the Cal-
gm:_\' shops if ordered, and a factory worker may
refuse to be transferred from one department of the
factory to the other. They may quit their job, and
some very often do quit under such ecircumstances.
And a gr.om deal is made out of the show of liberty
and freedom manifested by such action. But now,
the wolf of hunger makes his appearance,
and with his leering laugh bids these workmen find
another job. Whereupon they seek a job in some
other establishment only to be put under the same
control as they were under in the jobs they quit.

Accordingly, .apitalists control labor by beth
They do not ednseript

however,

direct and indirect means.
labor in the sense of compelling men to work. They

Jo not have to. Laborers flock to the factories, and

The Soviets and the Woodpile

it has happened that the superfluous numbers have
had to be driven away. This run on the factories
is not so’much an indication of an eagerness to work
as it is of a necessity of having to work. In Russia
the reealeitrant workmen have at least this advan-
tage, that their supposedly autocratic masters try to
persuade them to work.

The state of dependence of workmen in capitalist
countries does, naturally enough, not seem either
horrible or intolerable to the bourgeois erities of the
‘‘eonseription of labor.”” They were brought up
amidst this state of affairs. It is for them a part of
nature, and therefore not to be questioned. It could
not occur to their celf-complacent brains to question
the right of capitalist owners to maintain control ahd
discipline over the workers in individual plants.
On the contrary it is a dogma with them that the
workers in individual plants must be directed,
must be eontrolled, must be diseiplined. Other-
wise the business could not be maintained on a
paying basis, which is, of course, only another way
of saying that otherwise profits could not be ob-
tained.

If now, the attitude of the bourgeois toward the
proposition of the control of labor is compared to
the attitude of the Bolshevists this likeness and
difference is observed—both agree on the prinei-
ple of control, but the former want control of the
laboring force applied to individual plants only,
while the latter want it applied to all social and
necessary industries, and exereised by the workers
themselves. Thus the single plant marks the limit
of the capacity of the capitalist class to manage
modern indust?y. ;

As for the realm beyond the single plant, the
sphere of the inter-relation between the different
industries, that is to ‘the capitalist an unknown
world: it is a chaos, a bedlam of confusion, a sphere
of the action and reaction of wiontroljable forees.
With religious awe he contempldtes these forces as
they hurl disaster and destruction on the human
race. Still, with the obstinacy of senile old age,
he assails whoever tries to bring order out of ehaos.
Such meddling is an infringement on his liberty;
it brings ab({nt the conseription of labor,

The bourgeois indeed, and for that matter all
those who are obsessed with bourgeois ideology,
have strangely fantastic notions of liberty. The
concept of liberty belongs to the realm of the sen-
timental and in this realm the human brain seems
to lose its ordinary power to reason, and its capac-
ity to make logical distinctions. Hence, most peo-
ple look upon authority, no matter what its source
may be, as an infringement on personal liberty,
and as ‘smch, is always to be condemned, though it
may be tolerated, in so far as it preserves the
prosaic law and order. Consequently most people
either do not stop to, or else they are not capable
of, distinguishing betwéen the authority which is
imposed by political agents in the interests of a
special elass, and the authority imposed by indus-
trial overseers, who are acting under a mandate
approved by the community, in the interests of
greater productive efficiency and for the sake of -
lifting the burden of enervating toil. But these two
classes of authority must be distinguished from each
other®if one is to view the matter logically. The
former class of authority is exercised so that a cer-
tain privileged class may gain thereby, the latter so
that the community may gain. Accordingly, what-
ever restriction is placed upon the actions of the in-
dividual by the democratically elected authorities
of a community, acting as the representatives of the
economic organization of the community, is, in real-
ity, not an infringement on personal liberty, since
the individual, and therefore his liberty, is inex-
tricably bound up with the economie organization
1t follows that in

a society where the machine process is the mode,

of the society in which he lives,

par excellence, of producing the necessities of life,

the actions of the individual must be determined

by the demands made upon him by that process.
(Continued on page 8.)
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oncerning Value

Article No. 4—Value and Price.
T will have been observed by the careful reader
Iof these articles, that nothing has so far been

said regarding the price of commodities. This
despite the fact that “‘price”’ is regarded by most
people as the synonym of ““value.”’

The fact of the matter is that there is an import-
ant difference between value and price, a differe-
ence which must be recognized if we are to gain any
clear concept of exchange-value.

“*The truth in relation to the theory of value
is disguised from ordinary observers to-day by
the phenomena of price.’ —Hyndmans ‘‘Econ-

omies of Socialism,’” p. 54
We are so accustomed to regard the current mar-

ket price of a eommodity, to study the value of that
which we desire to sell or to buy in relation to the
vieissitudes of this market-price, that we are apt to
lose sight of the fundamentals of true exchange
value.

What do we mean by price?! What relation has
the .priece of a given commodity to its value?

The relations of exchange of all commodities are
expressed in some one commodity—gold, for exam-
ple. Cowries, hides, iron, copper, salt, bullocks,
tobaceo, silver, gold, and a variety of other articles
have all performed, and some still perform the
functions of a eommon medium of exchange and
standard of value. The majority of these medii of
exchange have been discarded, being much too cum-
bersome for the needs of modern commerce. (i.)

Gold has become the common measure of value
and of eurrency in the existing social order. The
advantage of this system in preference to the old
system of barter and exchange can best bé appree-
iated when we remember the tremendous drawbacks
to the tatief”” These are mseribed by Jevoms to
three factors:— ~

(1) Want of confidence;

(2) Need of a measure of value;

.(3) Lack of means of subdivision. (ii.)

Or, to quote theé famous passage of Mill:

*“1f a tailor had only coats aud wanted to
buy bread or a horse, it would be very trouble-
some to ascertain how mueh bread he ought to
obtain for a coat or how many coats he ought

to obtain for a horse.”’—‘‘Principles of Polit-
ieal Economy, bk. 3,: ch. 7.

Thus arises the employment of gold as the money
standard of value.

Regarding money Prof. F. A, Walker tells us
that :

‘““Money is that which passes fregly from
l;.:(;l (;ouell::::e thfronghout th‘in eommunity‘in
_di of debt and payment for
' commodities being aceepted equally without
reference to the character or eredit of the per-
son who offers it, and without the intention of
the person who reeeives it to consume it or
enjoy it or apply it to any other use than in
turn to tender it to others in discharge of
debts or payment of commodities.”’—'‘Money,
Trade and Industry,”” p. 4. !

In the above quotation the reader should note
the passage which the present writer has emphas-
ized. Gold, the common money-standard g¢f the
existing social order is the common medium of ex-
change, the common standard of value by which
“full payment for commodities’’ is made.

It is essential that we examine this eommon med-
ium of exchange before we can arrive at an accur-
ate conception of the relation of price and“value,.

Money, as we have hinted above, facilitates the
processes of exchange. But it does more than this.
Prof. J. 8. Nicholson, writing in the ‘'Encyclo-
paedia Britannica,”” says:

‘“1t is better to regard the functions of money
as being only three in number, viz.,, (1) the
common medium by which exchanges are made
possible; (2) the common measure by which
the comparative values of the exchanged are
estimated, and, (3) the standard by which
future obligations are determined.”’— Seet.
““Money.”’

We see, then, that money makes possible the ex-
change of commodities of different character, that

’

By H. M. Bartholomew.

it enables the contracting parties to measure the
values of those commodities relatively to each other.
It is especially important to remember that money
is the common measure of value. Says Adam Smith:

At the same time and place money is the
exact measure of the real exchangeable value
of all commodities.’—**Wealth of Nations,"”
bk. 1, ch. 5.

Prof. Stanley Jevons, speaking of gold as the
medium of exchange says:

““The chosen commodity becomes a common
denominator or common measure of value in
terms of which we estimate the values of all
other goods.”’—'‘Money,”” p. 5.

Mill tells us that:

““The value of a thing is its general power
of purchasing, the command which its pos-
session gives over purchaseable commodities in
general.”’—*‘ Principles of Political Economy,”’
bk. 3, eh, 7.

Money enables us to estimate the relative values
of widely different commodities. It is, in short, the
money equivalent and expression of two or more
different use-values.

Thus far our analysis has been more or less of an
easy character. But it is at this point that we ar-
rive at the difficult portion of our analysis, and find
the inadequate results of the investigations of the
members of the classieal school of political economy.

It will have been noted by thosé of my readers
versed in economie science that no mention has been
made of the most important phase of gold as a com-
mon medium of exchange. I refer, of course, to the
important fact that gold, or any form of money, can
only become a common medium of exchange and
measure of value by virtue of the fact that it is, in
itself, a use-value.

Primarily gold is a usefal commodity, and as such,
social human labor power on the average has been
embodied therein in just the same way as in other
ecommodities. Moreover, the value of gold varies
aceording to the ease or difficulty with which it can
be procured. Searcity simply means diffieulty of
attainment, a greater quantum of social human labor
power neeessary for its production, and a consequent
rise in its exchange-value in relation to all other
commodities. In other words, the value of goid, as
money, is determined, like the value of all other
commodities, by the quantum of social human labor
power which is essential to its production.

Gold is the common measure of value in exchange
simply because it is the embodiment of human labor
power, and can be conveniently employed as the com.
mon expression and measure of its fellow-commod-
ities.

Marx states that:

““The first chief function of money is to sup-
ply commodities with the material for the ex-
pression of their values, or to represent their
values as values of the same denomination,
qualitatively equal, and quantitatively com-
parable. It thus serves as the universal meas-
ure of value.’—‘Capital,”’ vol. 1, p. 106,

Then he tells us:

“But only in so far as it is itse!f a produet
of labor, and therefore, potentially variable in

value, ean gold serve as a measure of value.”
—Ibid., p. 110.

Whilst later he states: :
““Just &s when we estimate the value of any
commodity by a definite quantity of the use-
value of some other commodity, so, in estirh-
ating the value of the former in gold, we as-
sume nothing more than that the produection
of a given quantity of gold, costs, at the given
;:;flriml, a given quantity of labor.”’—Ibid., p.
This money expression of the value of any given
commodity is its market price, is the ‘‘general
power of purchasing’’ over other commaodities which
its possession gives to the possessor. The quantity
of social labor power embodied in definite quantities
of the whole series of commodities on the world-
market is expressed in a ecertain weight of gold, and
this certain weight of gold, represents the money-
eq}xi\'alcm of those commodities, or their market

price.

But we have seen, previously, that ), valye
this money-equivalent—gold—varies ;,..,.”nlm':’r
the greater or less cost of obtaining it, or log "
the same thing in economic terms the “,!"h:"
value of gold varies in proportion to the ‘luau;‘umge’
social labor power of which it is the .-mhnd.mo:
But if the value of gold varies in relation ¢, 0;
commodities, then it follows that prices vapy m;
If the cost of production of gold rises, the .:,\,;.p‘am'
value of gold increases in relation to other co;
modities, and there is a general rise

' In priees d
round. But if, as happened in 1840, the cou 4
production of gold decreases, then it follows oy

there is a fall in prices all round.

But this does not mean that there is a fall iy g
relative values of commodities to one another g
round. That is an impossibility. A general fy
in prices is a matter of common experience: by
(from this viewpoint) & general fall in values ns
body ever saw or will ever be able to see.

We have arrived at the point in our amlya
when we ean gain a bird's-eye-view, so to speak. o
our subjeet.

In this and the previous articles we have arrived
at the following conclusions :—

That human labor power is the sole ereator of
various comondities ;

That a commodity possesses value only when g
is the material embodiment of labor power, and s
socially useful ;

That the exchange-value of any commodity ear
be only expressed in relation to other commodities

That the value of an article is determiped and
measured by the quantity of social human labe
power in the abstraet of which it is the materd
embodiment ;

The gold (iil.) is employed as the common med
jum of exchange and measure of va'ue, and th
value of gold is determined in the same way a¢ 24
of all other commodities;

That price is the gold-name, or moneypame for
value:

And that all prices may fall: all values canod
possibly fall. :

Having examimed, with absolute un]luﬂ:am)'.’lb’
theory of value which forms a basis of the prier
ples of Socialism, let us, in the following articles
analyse, with equal impartiality, the several theor
jes which have sprung into existence from time
time regarding Value.

(5.} Consmlt Bageholli's "‘wo.br Stodies’”
ution of RBanking.''

() This s dealt with, in s fairly comprehensive
Jevona' ‘‘Money and the Mechasism of Exchangr.’ -

ALY T have dealt with gold ss the sole medinm of ":::i”‘
Seaiige. oF S iy wony ".m’ ;g ﬂ’u-’n“] fﬂ“

gold apply, with equal force, to silver or any otd
valne,

Next Article: ‘‘Supply and Demand.”
H 1

THE ‘WESTERN CLARION' IS ON SALE AT

P

CALGARY, ALTA.—Alexander News Stand,
Avenne West,

Eesb

and Howe's

masser, B

o0y Eighth

Labor News Stand, S14a—2nd Street East. o
r . "
MONTREAL—S. Feigelman, 421 St Lawrent n;:‘

Frierman and Baranowski, 12 Ontario Street :
NEW WESTMINSTER—News Stand, B, C. I B. D%
SEATTLE—Raymer’s Old Book Store, 13 First A
PORT ARTHUR--Viking Book Store, 264 Bay
TORONTO—D. Goddman, Blind News Agent,

and Chestnut Streets .
VANCOUVER - Columbia News Stand,

and Columbia Streets,

John Green, Carrall Street

W Love, Hastings Street East.
WINNIPEG—Reformers' Book Agency, °°
BUFFALO, N.Y —Onward Book Store, 19°
CHICAGO—Radieal Book Shop, 867 N, Clu

Waldes Book Shop, 307 Plymouth Court
ROCHESTER, N Y.—Proletarian Party, 580 ©
TACOMA—Raymer's Old Book Store, 1317 Ia . ‘~;I|»jl"\'
DETROIT SOCIALIST EDUCATIONAL =77

Adelaide St. East, Detroit, Mich,

Street

corner Q"mn

e H.l!llf‘h"

'8 Pheet A N :
Gold Street
jold

L Street

;| Street

sl

5]

fie .\"\"JP

ENR
tha!

H

[n’!ni far too
yrdinary €roj
biecessdry if t
wary impler
&xihiu('!iun ('n
Lt Dearborn.

The intervi
ile says he to
1 l”llmi\ 'l

‘A great d
eow days,”" h
ve do not spe

lnlil

This might
mdied farmi
But we mi
s an antigu
hools, and toi
by his ideas i
He is not 1
wav Henry b
e has no cha
S in nOWISe |
He has lin
'l

wt of wha

easONS

xploit them
alth of his
And the e
' the wag
tatus, make

{ependence.’
| have rea
n the land,
nd being d¢
mployment
He said h
was he
rice, that f
huired eonst
pelled vears
ven to hau!
aly compel
ife, when
nd he won
s fellow &
ell-known
neouraging
nte,

His numby
iras genera
hinaman, a
odern Mac
help’ to F
‘al Saviour
AL
gion.,
several
Hl:llliﬂ,.'!
qualific
ent wo
Of ”Il‘ :
tory, b
OrF reay
highly
Wur]\.
days
wonld
and ha
ary we
of food
T'Hﬂ 1S W
f "“L’illl'vij\

Tt ||l||'(-(| o

or ”l(‘ lp‘\“!

Undep py

e ;
'® ensuing
arkots e

\ ’“S“'uwm

ton, wqy
’
Mow the (

T Private

nd jg in th
“!‘“V‘”‘ﬂlnl(




WESTERN CLARION

PAGE SEVEN

On Progress.

ENRY FORD told an interviewer recently
that farmers have never been properly

I [ paid for what they produce, and they

ond far too much time producing i(._ ‘“With the
’"",:m crops 15 to 20 days a year is all that is
”\ if the workers are equipped with the nec-
\\.n'\' fmplvnwnts. We have p_ro\'m.l that to our
;,:h:.m-tmn on our own farm of 10,000 acres here
ki t ]),.”rlml'll‘” . 1

The interviewer was impressed but not convinced.
1o <avs he took the scheme to a level-headed farmer
. linois. The man sustained the proposition.
"3 great deal of the farm work can be done in a
o davs,’’ he said. ‘‘We are renting a farm that

¢ do not spend more than 20 or 30 days a year on.”’

-

This might seem like a dream to all who have

)

wdied farming close up.
it we must remember that the average farmer
. an antignated person. He uses old fashioned
e and toils along as hig father did, consequent-
b, his ideas are a reflex of the past.
i is not to biame that he doesn’t do things the
cav Henry Ford outlines. With little or no capital,
b has no chance to be modern. In fact, the farmer
< in nowise different to the bygone handicraftmen.
He has lingered on the stage louger for several
ms. Cheap or free land. The ability to grow
+ of what he eats, to raise a large family and
xploit them for long hours, breaking down the
¢a'th of his children prematurely as a result.
And the contrast between the dependent position
the his own apparently free

: wage-slave and
. tatus, makes him toil fiercely to preserve his **

in-
{«pendence.’”
. | have read the story of a wageslave who went
, m the land, having saved a few hundred dollars
i nl being desirous of escaping the uncertainties of
mployment in the eity.
He said he succeeded. But the story of the sue-
was heartbreaking. It was purchased at a
rice, that few intelligent men would pay, and re-
quired constant and unremitting toil to keep it. It
pelled years of wretched slavery for all the family,
ven to hauling stumps by moonlight; and he was
nly compelled to stick by the lamentations of his
ife, when he despaired of standing more of it.
nd he won. He himself said it. His picture and
i fellow slave of sorrow adorned the page of a
ell-known farm magazine, and the poor nut was

neouraging others to escape wage-slavery by that
nute

His number i legion. And the dismal swamp of
ias generated in such environment would sicken a
hinaman, and they too ean work. But here comes
odern Machinery, and-let us slaves who have been
belp’* to Farmer John hail with joy our mechan-
4l Saviour. Here is Henry Ford’s idea:

""A big factory is to be set down in a farm re-
gion. He would operate all the farms within
several miles’ radius as & unit with a resident
manager, and over all these managers a highly
qualificd superintendent.  This superintend-
it wouid do the farm planning. Then most
of the year the workers would work in the fac-
‘ory, but when the time came to plow, cultivate
r reap, he would put them on the farms with
highly effiolent machines and do the farm
wWork thoroughly and effectively. The 20
days —or 30, according to the Illinois man--
would hardly be missed from the factory work,
and having enough skilled labor and machin-

¥ would do great things for the production
of food.””
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ing solved, though under most
tircumstances,

In the midst of a dreary swamp of small peasant
proprietors, who wish to compete for the pleasure of
being big proprietors, the new idea is endeavoring to
take root.

Below, follow some remarks of a \:\'ashinéton
State officer, a mechanical engineer, who served two
vears in Siberia with the American forces. He was
captured by the Reds, and in his ignorance, expected
every morning to be shot. Instead, he was allowed
comparative freedom.

But read what he says:

Withdraw From Siberia.

“When Maj. Buchanan was released praec-
tically al of the American soldiers had been
withdrawn from Siberia. After waiting at
Vladivosok for some time for a transport to
take him back to the United States, he finally
obtained passage on an army transport being
one of the last American soldiers to leave
Siberia.

‘“Siberia is a wonderfu! country and the Rus-
sian peasant is a hard working, industrious per-
son who may some day put his land in its pro-
per place among the nations of the world, Maj.
Buchanan believes. The workings of the soviet
regime are good and bad; some of the things
it has accomplished are working out adniir-
ably, while others are theoretical impossibili-
ties. the major said. ‘

‘“Nationalization of industries has not been
such a terrible failure as some would have the
world believe, according to Maj. Buchanan.
‘They have plenty of well trained men, men
whose training in technical schools has been
augmented by long experience,’ said the army
officer. ‘It is this type of man that is placed
in charge of the larger enterprises; not the
ignorant workman who can only handle the job
somebody else maps out for him. :

““Many of the directors or superintendents
held similar positions before Bolshevism eap-
tured Russia. In..most instances they have
been transplanted from the city where they or-
iginally worked to some far distant place. They
are being paid more than ever before and the
same is true of the workmen. Even though
their pay still is comparatively small, yet their
wants are so simple that they do not want the
amounts required by American labor.

‘“‘Business was more or less at a standstill
when I left the interior of‘Russia where soviet-
ism is in control. As fast as the military gov-

ernment moves out of captured territory, the
civil government moves in and assumes charge
of all affairs and regulates all industry and bus-
iness. This is an immense task of course,
hence actual accomplishment is still more or
less hazy, especially so to a foreigner."’’

If economically backward Russia, in the midst
of the most heart-breaking circumstances, and ap-
palling difficulties, is far-seeing enough to place
men in their proper spheres, according to ideas out-
lined in Bucharin's ‘‘Programme of World Revol-
ution’’ (a masterly exposition of our position in
clear, simple language), how much could not be
accomplished over here with the equipment at
hand? But doubtless, we shall see eapitalism ex-
haust all possibilities of exploitation first. And-the
working class complain, grumble, try this way, that,
way, rebel; do anything in fact but reason, till the
Mmit of their endurance is reached; and absolutely
nothing remains but revolution.

This may be a fatalistic view, but it should not
preclude Socialists from giving most generously of
their time, energy and money to push the work of
enlightenment along.

Our day will come.

And may it be a speedy coming.
F.

G
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LOCAL (VANCOUVER) No. 1

————

EDUCATIONAL CLASSES

'POLITICAL ECONOMY: Every Sunday afternoon,

from 3 to 5.

HISTORY: Every Thursday evening, from 8 to 10.

An additional class is now being formed on ele-
mentary economics, This class is especially in-
tended for those who are commencing the study of
this subject for the first time. Intending students
should come to the class room now, or send a note
of name to the Secretary of the Economic Class.
This class will begin as soon as intending students

* get together and arrange a suitable ‘date.

Classes meet at 401 Pender Street East. No fees
are asked and no collection is made. All that is
required is an earnest interest in the subject taken
up. All points raised and all questions asked are
fully discussed. Membership in the Socialist Party
of Canada is not a condition of membership of these
classes. )

You are earnestly invited to attend.

HUN

LOCAL (WINNIPEG) No. 3—EDUCATIONAL
CLASSES.

ECONOMIC CLASS: Every Friday at 8 p.m.
SPEAKERS’ CLASS: Every Sunday at 11 a.m.

These classes ‘are already well attended, and the
number of members is increasing. The classes meet
at 530 Main Street, Winnipeg, and all workers are
requested to attend.
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TO THE WORKING.-CLASS ELECTORS OF THE Such is the position in Europe, and the black development ,and inasmuch as its conclusiong, g
VL3, Sejey,

PRINCE RUPERT ELECTORAL DISTRICT shadow of the approaching panic is making its ad- tifically rm.u-hvd, point to the ultimate o
: vent felt in Canadian industry. The conditions that and operation by the producers. for themsely, ":
‘ S, of

FOREWORD. now face the wealth producers of Europe will short- '?“' whole _’““’_i“"-‘: operated machinery of Prody

H. BURROUGH was nominated to contest this 1y face those of this continent. : tion and (h_\tnlnmm’l. it has become th,e e P:
riding in the interests of Labpr by a Labor In view of these facts, the futility of advocating ment of the pm«?fu-mg r-l_uss. 'l")m 15 the gep, r
® Convention held in the O. B. U. Hall, Me- reforms that will leave untouched and unchallenged which the term *‘revolutionary™ is applied 1o A Journsl of

let)‘re Block, Prince Rupert, on Fnday, October 20, the control and ow ncr.\lnp of industry l\_\ a small .m ialist .lll(\\ ement, for the alt.nm‘no nt of itg oh;.-._ m
1920 class in the community is obvious. Buttressed and tive entails the capture of the politic CURRE

al power fu.
In allowing his name to be voted on, he made .t entrenched by the forces of the State, the owning the present owning and ruling clasg for the r-=: ]Vlm
plainly understood that he was standing on the tion undey

“elass will see to it that no reforms will be enaeted pose of inaugurating a system of prody
platform of the Socialist Party of Canada, with no that need cause it any anxiety. which the prm!m‘-or and the means of prodyetjoy will ce :
veservations or subtractions therefrom, and it is The issue is a class issue, au issue between the class no longer ‘Iw divoreed. This will be the t, ;_’__—_'_, et
on the prineiples therein set forth that the campaigi revolution.” :
so far as he is concerned, will be fought. works and does not own.

Therefore, the contest wil! be waged on a strict- The present election is one of the periodieal op-
ly elass issue, and our candidate is put forward as portunities accorded us of testing the growth of
a class candidate, expecting and seeking suppori class intelligence in the mass of wage-earners in

. from no other section of the electorate than that B. C. Candidates representing the different sec:
which recognizes the futility of attempting to re. tions of the population that derive their sustenance The ..n.je.-n.m.» taken to the principle of sy HE subjeet of
form the present system of wealth production in from the exploitation of Labor are in the field ap- control of industry oun the plea of persoual libeets Socialism. To
such a manner as will benefit the actual wealth pro- pealing to Labor to grant a new lease of power and have validity only superficially. For in view of _ possible in the

life to the system by which they profit and by which advanced state of modern industry there iy eveny pe 10 make elear
THE CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE. Labor suffers. That is their real appeal, but, as indication that social control will increase th onfliet of ideals wi
THE CANDIDATE'S ADDRESS. always, it will be camouflaged and disguised in a erty of the individual in that he will have to spend Jitieal ereeds and
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