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What the Postman

3 Preclous beyond rubles
Idealism L e deaism which
—cgn invest with celes-
tial dignity the earthly avocation, and
whieh, even when the hands are
in downrlfht drudgery, can fill the mind
with noble thoughts, and earry you
through the daily task as a son or daugh-
ter of the King,—Hamilton.

March

The stormy month has come at last,
With wind, and cloud, and changing
skies;
I hear the rushing of the blast
That through the snowy valley flies,

Ah, passing few are they who speak—
Wild, stormy month!—in praise of

thee;
Yet, though thy winds are loud and
bleak,

Thou art’a welcome month to me.

For thou to northern lands again
The glad and glorious sun dost bring,
And thou hast joined the gentle train,
And wear'st the gentle name of Spring.

Thou bring’st the hope of those calm
ki

And that soft time of sunny showers,
When the wide bloom on earth that lies,
Seems of a brighter world than ours,

~Bryant,

“ March was originally the first month
of the Roman year, and was dedicated to
Mars, the god of war., Its Saxon name
means ‘lengthening month,’ as the days
begin visibly to lengthen; rather, the
days begin to be longer than the nights.”
~—Loaring.

“The King! ” What wealth of royalty
these simp'e words suggest. “ A son or
daughter of the King "—what nobility in-
heres to the princely relationship implied.

The honors and emoluments

Our of earthly kingship are by
Royal the very constitution of

ya human society limited to a
Estate few; but upon all who are

children of God by faith in
Jesus Christ, the privileges and preroga-
tives of the heavenly kingdom are un-
stintingly conferred. Differences of opin-
fon may exist concerning the relative
values of human distinctions; but no de-
bate is possible over the worth of the
honors pertaining to the kingdom of God.
They only constitute unfading glory or
assure their possessor of imperishable
renown. They characterize the royal
estate to which we are called, for into
this exalted heavenly relationship it is
the purpose of Jesus Christ to introduce
us all. Here the ideal becomes the real;
we are made members of the King's
household, and, as His sons and daugh-
ters, live together but to magnify our
noble calling, and by loyal adherence to
the principles that govern the royal fam-
ily, prove ourselves worthy of a place
among those who are known as the chil-
dren of the King.

There can be nothing highe. than this,
and in proportion as we walk thus
worthily, do we prove the real and abid-

ing nobility of our charac-
A ters. Not in what we say, so

much as by what we do, is
Noble proof of our loyalty given.
Aim The mind may be vaguely

filled with noble thoughts,
but only as these find expression in action
do they fulfil their true mission. He who
sald, “ think on these things,” also said,
“these things do.” The true idealism
which all, young Christians especially,
should cherish, is that which so relates
high thinking to noble living that the
very thought inspires the thinker to go
forth to unselfish ministry among his fel-
lowmen. The true test of royalty is ser-
vice, and that only is genuine nobility
that rests not on hereditary title or on
the posthumous fame of some far distant
ancestor, but on humanitarian ministry
in the spirit of Him “who went about

doing good.” There is no nobility like
the nobility of goodness, and there is no
goodness worth calling Christian that
does not give tangible expression to the
spirit of Him who “ came not to be min-
istered unto but to minister.” Let no
young disciple idly dream of days yet to
be, when facilities for the practice of this
spirit shall be enlarged, but rather awake
to the need of to-day and, alert to the
present opportunity, make instant re-
sponse to the call of the Master,

To each Christian this call clearly
comes, and happy is he who waits not to
do some great thing, but avails himself

of even the humble occasions

The that everywhere and every

3 day arise. The spirit of the
Daily Master, thus prompting to
Task helpful ministry, 1ifts the

common duties of the day

out of the realm of drudgery and makes
each small deed great because prompted
by a great motive. Not all are called to
preach, but none are exempt from the call
to minister. Not to the pulpit or public
platform are to be exclusively assigned
the honors of ministry. Let our young
people make no mistake here. God may
not want everybody to be a professional
preacher, but He does call everybody to
be a minister. No person can exclude
himself from this number Every one a
minister! Every day opportune! Every
place fitting! Every occasion a privilege!
Every opportunity great! Every deed
loving! How such thoughts ennoble life.
They enrich it with the dignity of un-
selfishness and adorn it with the graces
of divine love. Only so can life be sancti-
fied by the sympathetic touch of Him who
inspires, sustains, and rewards such min-
istry. Herein lies the secret of celestial
dignity, and by this process alone can the
highest glory on earth or in heaven be
attained. Well has Keble written:

“The trivial round, the common task,
Will furnish all we ought to ask;
Room to deny ourselves; a road
To bring us daily nearer God.”

And well may we pray with him:
“Only, O Lord, in thy great love,

Fit us for perfect rest above,

And help us, this and every day,

To live more nearly as we pray.”



G < oo

50 THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

March, 10122

What Some Men in the Liquor Business Have Told Me

ONSIDERABLE space in this num-
C ber is devoted to Temperance, Pro-
hibition, and associated themes.
While many good reasons for the suppres-
sion of the liquor traffic may be given,
and much sound advice be offered to our
young people counselling total abstinence
from intoxicants, I doubt if I could say
anything more impressive or worthy of
study than some of the things that men
in the business have at different times
said to me. Let me recall just a few in
stances.

A Command to Silence

Years ago, when I was but a struggling
boy, anxious above all things else to fit
myself for life, it was my lot to work for
several months in a quite large establish
ment where both groceries and liquore
were sold. It was in the days before the
division of the premises for the sale of
the goods, and liquors and solids were
handled with exactly the same freedom
over the one counter. On my entrance
upon my duties I was somewhat startled
at the admonition given me at the very
outset by my employer. He directed me
as to certain things I was to do, and con-
cluded by saying, “ And remember, young
fellow, that what you see here, nobody
elsc knows.” This command to silence, for
it was nothing short of that, set me think-
ing, and during the period of service I
put in there I saw that his counsel was
based on a thoroughly selfish policy as far
as his busi were
I concluded then, and have never had
good reasons for changing my conviction,
that the liquor trade is, as far as it dare
be, an utterly lawless one; and that it is,
as a business, just as regardless of all
legal restrictions as it has power to be.
The morals behind it will not stand in-
spection, and that “nobody else knows "
is the policy controlling it throughout has
been very clear to me from the day I was
first so counselled, to the present.

An Expressive Adjective

1 was engaged one day in the cellar
when the boss had occasion to rinse out
a flask for a customer. He was ever a
thoughtful man, always kindly in his in-
tercourse with me, and I verily belleve
in the business against his better judg-
ment. But, apart from all that, he
droppad a remark that day that I can
never forget. As If disgusted with the
whole trade and all connected with it, he
sald to me as he stood at the tap, flask
in hand, “ What fools men are, Tom, to
drink this damned stuff!” I have no dis-
position to moralize; there is no need
The adjective was emphatic, and I make
no apologies for repeating it here. Why
he was in the business I could only con-
Jecture, but his opinion of the trafic may
be deduced from his expression. I thor-
oughly agreed with him then, and have
never changed my mind. His designation
of the men who drank as “fools” may
appear strong, but it was true then, is
true now, and always will be the same.
Nobody but a “ fool " will, in my opin-
ion, use it, or advise its use. I soon be-
gan to realize that I was a “ fool ” my-
self to stay in the employ of any man
who dealt in such stuff, and, though it
seemed impolitic at the time, I gave up
my job and quit any and all connection
whatever with the trade. But what I
learned in the few months I worked in
that establishment, about the utter law-
lessness of the whole liquor business
has been of great practical use to me
many times since.

The Same Expression Again

I went one day In the discharge of
my duty ‘on an errand to a “tavern,”

as we called the smaller hotels in those
days. The proprietor was behind his
bar. I did my errand, and as 1 was
about to retire he geod-naturedly in-
vited me to " tuke something.” 1 de-
clined, and said, “ Thank you; I do not
drink.” I have never forgotten the re-
spectful look which he gave me, as,
speaking with evident sincerity, he said,
“ Young fellow, you're right; don't
touch it. I haven't drunk a drop of the
damned stuff myself for fourteen years."
I think he spoke what he really meant,
and that the advice he gave me was right
in line with his better nature and good
judgment. 1 was passing by the corner,
not long ago, where that tavern once
stood, and asked the gentleman who was
with me if he could tell me anything
about Mr. v Who did business
there in those years gone by. * Dead
ten years ago,” he remarked. So with
the merchant for whom I was working
at the time referred to. * Dead,” both
of them dead! Like many more, they
were evidently in the business for the
money to be made through the folly
of other men; but of what account or
value 18 it all now? As I think of these
two men and their candid remarks to
me, 1 shudder for the selfishness that
prompts men to make gain out of what

Surely that was a record to be proud of.
But the old man was not yet through,
With a satisfled smile, he sald, * He's
over twenty-one, too and what do you
think of that, him brought up in a hotel
all his life!” I though a good deal of
it, and told the gray-neaded man so;
but, all the same, I could not help won-
dering about the boys, some other
fathers’ sons, young men once full of
promise, too, who had not escaped the
taint and pollution of the bar during
those same twenty-one years. What did
this fond father mean? He loved his
boy; of that there was no doubt in the
world. He was proud of him, that was
equally evident. He felt free to praise
him to the minister. He lost no passing
<pportunity to laud his splendid quali-
ties. All this was good; but what was
the ground of it all? His boy, “‘brought
up in a hotel all his life,” as he had
been, had formed none of the vicious
habits that might have been expected
in his environment, and his regular at-
tendance on Sunday School and Church
services was counted a virtue to be com-
mended. The father practically con-
gratulated himself that his boy had not
been damaged by what nad ruined many
another boy. Read behind it all, and
even a superficlal giance into that
father's heart shows how his honest

THE PROGRESS OF DRINKING.

The soclal glass leads on to the
fllll suggestive or the glass inspir-
ng, and the glass restorative leads
on to the glass strength-giving,
that again to glasses fast
quent—glasses care-drown .f ©0)
sclence-coaxing, grief-dispe fl-c—
till, gasping and dying, the hulk is
towed ashore and, pierced through
with many sins, weak, wasted,
worthless, the vietim gives up the
sllut, leaving In the tainted alr a
'Iultrou memory.—Dr. J. Hamil.
on.

they frankly admit is the foolishness of
their fellows, and out of traffic in stuff
that they designate * damned.” God
pity them.

A Son to be Proud Of

When I was stationed at 1
was called upon to officlate at the mar-
rlage of a bright young woman of my
congregation to a young man of an adja-
cent city. The groom was one of the
sons of a well-known hotelkeeper, who,
with several other members of his
family, was present at the wedding. A
younger son was groomsman in waiting
on his brother. The marriage had been
performed, and in the general mix-up
of guests that followed the congratula-
tions, I found myself in close proximity
to the father of the boys in question.
Afer a few words of general conversa-
tion, our remarks naturally turned to
the bridal party. The older man called
my special attention to the younger of
the two men before us. He was evi-
dently very proud of him, and remarked,
“Isn't he a dandy?” Now, he meant
this as a compliment to his boy, not
as a slight or a reflection on him. And
the young man was well deserving the
vraise of his father if outward signs
were true. His splendid appearance and
manly bearing stamped him all his proud
father thought him. But the

the very b

in which he was engaged. None knew
better than he, what his own boy had
escaped; none knew better than he, too,
the awful depths of degradation into
which other boys had fallen while his
own son had been growing up. The men
who sell it know, perhaps better than
anyone else, the awful ruin and wreck-
age wrought by strong drink, and none
of them want their own sons to use it.
Why they should be licensed to sell it
to other men's sons I cannot see. If
intoxicating liquor is bad for the hotel-
man's son, it is not good for any other
man's boy, and the more plainly we
state the fact the better. Yet the busi-
ness cannot be run without boys, and a
spirit of callous indifference to other
fathers' feelings, so long as his own
base, selfish greed is satiated, is onme
of its fruits in the lhquor-seller's own
heart. Society is full of sad examples
of the truth of this.

An Anxious Father

When stationed at I came to
know quite intimately che children of a
certain hotelman. They were as beau-
tiful and full of promise as any in my
congregation. I think th. least two
of them were earnest in their desire to
be Christians, and wanted to work for
God. And the father himself was a
good-hearted and generous man in many
respects. But the hotel paid, and for
the money in the liquor business he was
willing to take all risks with his family,
When speaking to him one day about
his own non-attendance at church, and
the promise of his children, he freely
expressed his appreciation of my Interest
in their welfare, and, referring to the
boy, his only son, a lad of about thirteen,
confessed to me his concern for him, be-
cause he found it * almost impossible
to keep him out of the bar.” Right well
he knew its evil associations to be
wholly unfit for a growing boy, and his
anxiety that the lad might somehow be
persuaded to remain away from it, was
quite natural. “ But why should not
the bo! have free access to the place

of the father did not stop with the re-
mark quoted. He continued, ** He sings
in 8t. Andrew’s Choir, goes to Sunday
School overy Sunday, never smokes, and
doesn’t even know the taste of liquor.”

if the d there is quite

legitimate and proper?” The more 1
tried to reason out such a question in
all its bearings, the deeper became my
conviction that that hotelkeeper knew
(Continued on page 51.)

-
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The Ministry of Athletics

Primitive

E believe in athletics with all

our heart. They have a use,

and he who would prohibit
them not only goes counter to honest
Nature's spoken plau, but disregards the
lessons of history and tries to deprive
the greater half of mankind of what
may become a real means of grace. It
{s as natural for healthy and normal
young people to engage in games of
strength and endurance, and to strive,
in those games, for mastery over each
other, as It is for them to sing, or laugh,
or speak. In such modes the primal
fnstincts of human nature find an ex-
presston which cannot without injury be
forbidden. Happlly in these days few
folk think of saying ‘‘ Thou shalt not ™
in this connection. On the other hand,
the Church lifts up her voice to bless
where formerly she only interposed to
ban. She goes even further than mere
endorsement, and this, often with the
happlest results. To-day Methodism,
with her sister churches, voth gives and
receives help from a wise participation
in these things. Everywhere at her
sanctuaries and Sunday Schools clubs of
young people find joy, fellowship, and
health in the sports indigenous to their
respective countries. The writer, living
in England, can testify to the excellent
consequences which have often followed
the formation of the cyele, cricket, foot-
ball, hockey, and other clubs which are
so common a feature of wnglish relig-
fous life. Tven the Church is all the
better for uer interest in the amuse-
ments of the young. It prevents her
from growing old and crabbed, as some-
times the Church has oeen known to do.
The juniors are quick to appreciate this
interest and learn to look upon the
Church as a place of understanding and
of human sympathy. It is well for all
parties in the sanctuary when the veter-
ans find it difficult to realize their years
and the striplings are not afraid to be
young.

A PHYSICAL BLESSING.

The ministry of athletics to the well-
being of the physical frame is mani-
fold. It touches all round and Is felt
all through. A good game, where nerve
and muscle, foot, and eye and hand, are
compelled to swift and harmonious ac-
tivities, ministers to the unfolding and
increase of every power called into
motion. More quickly flows the blood,
more brightly flashes the eye, swifter
becomes the foot, more dexterous the
hand. To make the best of these mem-
bers, to bring to perfection the powers
with which they are invested, is part of
the business of life—of religion, in fact.
That clearness of head, that ruddiness
of rounded cheek, that suppleness of
curving limb, that gleam of swiftly
glancing eye—these also are beautiful
to Him who fashioned man in His own
image and taketh delight in His handi-
work.

A MENTAL STIMULUS.

To the mind, too, athletics have a
ministry. ‘* All work and no play makes
Jack a dull boy.” * Sicklied o'er with
the pale cast of thought,” the scholar
is apt to find his mental grip grow weak.
The mind lives in the body, and suffers
if its house falls inte disrepair. Brain
has better opportunity to flourish when
all is well with brawn. This is now so
well known that in the great public
schools of almost every country, a mas-
ter seeking an engagement must be able

REV. ]. DODD JACKSON

ist C i Editor, England
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cupy so - in the life of

every n no-

to set his pupils an example in aanly
sports as well as In bookishness. A
young man must not assume that the
sure result of allowing his chest to re-
main narrow will be that his head will
grow long. The intellect is weak or
strong as the physieal life ebbs or flows.
Expand the chest for the brain’s sake.
God s on the wateh for golden thoughts
and noble plans from that brain of
thine. Give it a chance! .

A MORAL UPLIPT,

There is a high moral ministry in
judicious athletics. They tend to create
what in England is known as “‘the sport-
ing epirit,”” and that is a spirit of fair
play, of give and take, of anti-meanness
and of good courage. Possessed of this
spirit, a man will scorn to hit * below
the belt,” he will * play *he game,” he
will deem it beneath hi. to take an
unworthy advantage of an opponent, he
will “ face the music " when the band
tries to play him down. Very import-
ant, too, is the fact that athletics teach
a youth not only how to win, but also
how to ““ take it smiling " when he loses,
and, at the end of every game played
to a finish, there must be one loser at
least. In Britain there I8 no compliment
more valued by the recipient than that
contained in the declaration, * He is a
good loser.” It Is evidence of a moral
triumph, and proves the acquisition of
a moral quality, when a youth can take
a defeat with a laugh and a promise
to ' come again " and reverse the issue.

A SPIRITUAL HELP.

On the physical, mental, and moral
sides, then, athletics rightly followed do
great and unmistakable good Have
they any spiritual use? Again the an-
swer I8 on the side of the athlete. Tt
should mever be forgotten that every-
thing that does a man good in any way
may do a man good in every way if he
only will that it do so. TIf athletics
bring fitness for physical and intellec-
tual work, if they strengthen us for
moral endeavour, then they must, in the
accomplishment of these services, pre-
pare the instrument for spiritual use-
fulness and enjoyments. Here, too, a
clear head, a sharp eye, a tight mucsle,
a trained hand, and a nimble foot are
needed. More than one foreign mission-
ary has confessed that not the least valu-
able portion of his training was received
on the fleld, where he wrestled with his
youthful comrades in mimic strife. Won-
derfully useful have been found the
qualities thus gained in many a smoky
and perilous corner of the Lord’s battle-
field. So, then, a youthful athlete may
enter into his games for the glory of
God and with a prayer for the Divine
blessing upon them. He may do so, and
he ought!

A POSSIBLE DANGER.

For even games and exercises, inno-
cent in themselves, have their perils and

are sometimes turned from a means of
blessing to evil ends. This happens
when athletics are overdone, when a
young man permits them to make him
careless of the Lord's Day, of his work,
his studies, or his prayers. Athletics
are not life, but a recreation, and must
always be considered as subordinate to
the task each man is sent into the world
to perform. * Let your moderation be
known unto all men "—these words may
furnish an excellent motto for athletes
as well as others. They contain the
secret by which our games, our trials of
manly strength and prowess, and many
another occupation and gift of God
can be made to yield up the very best
that s in them.

WHAT SOME MEN IN THE LIQUOR
BUSINESS HAVE TOLD ME.

(Concluded from page 50.)

as well as any man could know, that
the whole environment of the liquor
business is bad, bad without one re-
deeming feature. True, the bar is no
place for boys, but without boys to grow
into its habitual frequenters and be-
come patrons of its liquors, no bar could
long do a paying business Hence the
slogan, ‘“Banish the Bar,” is in every
way expedient and wise.

Talk Right Out

When minister of still another church,
I had felt compelled to say, in my ser-
mon one Sunday evening, some very
severe things about the drink trafic. A
woman and her child had suffered
severely through the drunkenness of
her husband. The story is too long to
recount here, but I felt compelled, in
common humanity, to say some very
strong things about the business, and, as
a Scott Act vote was soon to be taken,
I appealed to every citizen to do his
duty. On the next day, I met on the
street a man who had spent years in
the liguor business, though he was not
then engaged in it. ** Pretty stralght

talk you gave us last night,” he re-
marked. * Yes,” I said, “ how did it
strike you?" * It was every word true,"”

he replied; and, say,” he continued,
*“talk right out, minister; that's what
you're there for.” Often since then
have I sald to myself, when It had
seemed necessary to say hard things
about ** the trade "—*‘ That's what you’re
there for’’ He was right! Our business
is to exterminate the anholy traffic in
the least possible time, and in this cam-
palgn for righteousness we should unite
every possible agency and employ every
available force. There is nothing good,
nothing uplifting, nothing worthy, in
the liquor buginess, and the men con-
ducting it know the fact full well. TLet
us do our best to put them, not “ out of
business,” but into another business that
is good for them and for all whom they
serve In it.

Refrain to-night,
And that shall lend a hand of easiness
To the next abstinence; the next more
PBY;
For use almost can change the stamp of
nature,
And either curb the devil, or throw him

o
With wondrous potency.
—=Shakespeare.
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Why Should a Boy Sign the Pledge ?

because he wants to—that is,

he wants to, when he stops to
think about It. He finds that total ab-
stinence will help him do the things he
wants to do.

1. Bvery boy wants to win athletic
games, What say the tralners? Mike
Murphy 18 responsible for many of the
athletic successes of Yale University and
the University of Pennsylvania in recent
years, He says

E VERY boy should sign the pledge

Dear 8ir,~In the old days men used
quite a lot of ale In thelr training with
the result that many of them acquired
the drink habit, It took me a long time
to persuade them that a man could stand
as much hard work without drinking ale
or bheer. It used to be the thing to fill
up a football team with champagne after
a hard game to quickly get them over
the effects of the contest and bring them
around In shape for the next struggle.
This treatment upset the stomach and
put the men In very bad shape. Then,
too, men get to depend on drink more
than on themselves, You ean't lim!* the
boys when they are thirsty. They will
drink more than s good for them. So
we cut It out altogether. We have just
as good athletes to-day as we ever did,
and more than three-fourths of them
never drank any kind of Intoxicant in
their life. That Is the best thing about
athletics, it teaches a man to live a clean
Iife and rely on himself entirely,

Yours truly,
M. C. Murrny

Here 18 a lotter from O, W. Savage,
Director of Athletles in Oberlin College:

Dear Sir—It has been long demon-
strated that the best athletes never touch
a drop of Intoxleating lquors. We
not only advise men to totally abstain
in training for athletle events, but we
would refuse to allow a man to partiel-
pate In-any branch of sport If he used
aleoholie beverages In any form. T am
pleased to add that certainly in all the
best educational institutions in the West
and Middle West tralners have com-
pletely abandoned the old Idea that ale
or light beera are necessary to the con-
ditfoning of athletes

Yours very truly,
C. W. Bavace.

0. B, Courtney, conch of the Cornell
University crew, anthorizes this state-
ment:

“ Mr. Courtney helleves that the total
abstainer s alwavs the hest man to use
in athletles HWe nadvises that men
should totally ahstaln from the use of
aicoholle Hquor while In training for
athletle contests of any kind Mr.
Courtney I8 very much onposed to
drinking of any kind and will not glve
conslderation to any man who takes
part In the same."

You want to slgn the pledge, boys,
for you want to bho winners on the ath-
letie fleld!

2. Every hoy wants a pood job. What
eay the employers?

More than thirty rallroads in this
country have this rule for the govern-
ment of employees:

“The use of Intoxleants by employes

Through the Temparancs Soolety of the
Methodist Episconal Church, Hon, Oran ¥
Hypes, of Springfield, O, offered a prize, in
memory of his mon, for the hest essay on
the general subfeof “ Why Shonld a B
Sign the Pladge™ The judges divided t
orize batwesn flve parsons, whose essa.
were printed In " The Wnworth Herald” re-
cently. One of thess prize essays we here-
with present to our readers, reprinted from
the valuable journal named above.—FEd

Because He Wants To, IF—

T. J. EVERETT, Broox, IND.

while on duty is prohibited. Thelr
habitual use or the frequenting of places
where they are sold is sufficlent cause
for dismissal.”

Rules even more stringent are in
force in a large number of other rail-
road companies

‘ Ninety per cent. of the railroads
of the United States now discriminate
against liquor-drinking workmen and
ninety-five per cent. of the trades do the
same thing."

No boy wants to decrease his chances
of getting and holding a good job. He
doesn’'t want to have only ten chances
for employment where he might have a
hundred

You want to sign the pledge, boys,
and take the best jobs!

3. Every boy wants to live as long as he
oan

Other things equal, the total abstainer
lives longer than the moderate drinker,
The United Kingdom Temperance and
ienera! Provident Institution found
that from 1866 to 1905 for every 100
deaths among total @abstainens there
were 131 among moderate drinkers,
showirg a difference of 31 per cent. in
favor of total abstainers. What boy
wants to increase his chance of death
31 per cent.?

4. Every boy wants to be his own boss.

If he doesn’t take the first glass, he’ll
never take the second—never let liquor
get the best of him. But if he takes the
first glass, he can’t be sure he won't
some day be a slave of drink

What is that you say? Your father
is a moderate drinker, and says he can
take it or let it alone The strange
thing about so many drinkers Is they
can let it alone but--don't!

There is a special peril for the boys
whose father drinks. John B. Gough
said:

by the use of alcoholic drinks. I have
a brotherhood of boys. Not one of them
wants to be a lunatie, pauper, or crim-
inal. They are wholesome, manly and
fond of athletics.

One of them is champion vaulter of
the town—another can run like the wind,
and two others can perform like acro-
bats on a revolving ladder. They all
love to play ball.

One night 1 dreamed of them.” I
thought they were playlng the ball
team of the Model License League of
America. That team had a strange line-
up. 1 remember Pale Ale was pitcher,
Lager Beer was catcher, Cham Pagne
and Bourbon Whiskey were on the
team Our boys would have been a
match for them but for one thing: they
were to play on the grounds of the Model
License League. These grounds were
called the License Liberty grounds, for
their team were licensed to put men out
by any means, fair or foul, and they
claimed personal liberty to umpire the
game themselves! ™he bases were
called Drunkenness, Insanity, Pauper-
ism, Crime. The way they umpired the
game was whatever base any of our boys
made they would all shout, *“Out!
You're Out!"™ And sure enough, they
were out—drunk, crazy, dead broke, or
gullty of crime,

I woke as f om a nightmare, mutter-
ing: “Out! Out! Pale Ale, Lager
Beer, Cham Pagne and Bourbon Whis-
key put them out!"

It was only a dream, thank God! It
will never happen to our handsome boys

they have signed the pledge and drink
will never put them out.

6. Every boy wants to be a worthy
citizen of his country.

The liquor trafiic is our country’s
greatest foe. The boys of to-day must

banish it. No hoy is fitted to have a

THE BREAKING WAVE.

‘““My father drank every day of his
life, yet he boasted he was never drunk
and that it did him no harm. But I can
see the harm it did. 1 inherited my
father’s appetite for alcohol without his
strength to resist its effects. One glass
made me wild for more, and I could not
stop till I was in the gutter.”

Better sign the pledge, boys, and have
a clean, strong manhood.

5. Bvery boy wants to be sane, thrifty
and good.

About 30 per cent of the insanity, 50
per cent. of the poverty, and 75 per cent.
of the crime of this country is caused

part in this glorious campaign unless he
is a total abstaiver.

Whether in coming years he teaches
scientific temperance in the schools or
preaches gospel temperance from the
pulpit or votes political temperance at
the ballot box and in legislative halls, or
enforces legal temperance from the
judge’'s bench and on the policeman’s
beat, he must be a total abstainer.

Buch you are going to be, boys. Mil-
lions of other boys will join you in
signing the pledge, and, together, you
will win the fight against the liquor
traffic.

e R T I W W § I
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&= Amateur Photography e e

HE practice of the photographic

art has made wonderful strides

during the past quarter of a cen-
tury, Twenty-five years ago, when [
first began to study it, we had few such
ready-to-use appliances and materials as
abound to-day. Then the use of sensi-
tized gelatine printing papers was by
no means common; indeed, the dry-plate
industry was but in its infancy. Films
were purely experimental, and, taken all
together, the * kit "’ necessary for tour-
ing was a bulky affair compared with
the dainty outfit now so common, com-
pact, and cheap. There were not so
many picture-takers, but there were no
poorer pictures taken then; indeed, 1
rather fancy that the extra labor and
expense involved made greater care
necessary than now, and secured better
average results. The ease with which
pletures may be taken to-day is one of
the main reasons why so many poor
ones are made.

Long ago I learned from an * old-
timer " that one of the most valuable
of all ingredients entering into every
part of the process of picture-making
was brains, and 1 have never seen any
reason to change my mind. The “* press-
the-button " idea has been a great boon
to the dealers in photographic goods:
but it has also created unnumbered
thousands of pictures that lack almost
every element of either art or beauty.
So, at the commencement of our talks
together on this popular and really fas-
cinating theme, let me impress on your
mind that the secret of success does not
lie o your outfit so much as in you.
An inexpensive camera with cheap lens
will produce finer results in the hands
of one who knows how to use them to
best advantage, than a costly outfit with-
out some measure of cultured intelli-
gence and acquired skill in the user.
The operator rather than the machine
operated is of first importance,

You cannot expect, therefere, to go
automatically through certain routine
movements of any merely mechanical
process with any assurance of satisfac-
tory results. But, if you will learn the
few successive steps in the process ahead
of -you, and perform each one in order,
with thoughtfulness and care, you will
find the work both pleasurable and, in
all but perhaps a financial sense, profit-
able.

To give my young friends a few prac-
tical pointers, results of my own twenty-
five years of experience as an amateur
photographer, is the one purpose of the
papers of which this is the first, and
which, T trust, will be helpful reading
to all interested in photography. Our
first concern is with

THE CAMERA.

The purposes served by this instru-
ment are the same no matter what its
form or size may be. It provides a
dark chamber, into which no light what-
ever I8 allowed to enter during use,
other than that which passes through
the lens. Some means are emploved
for securely holding the negative plate
at one end and the lens at the other,
and some way of bringing the two (the
plate and the lens) into such relation
the one to the other, that the picture
shall be distinct and clear. That is, the
camera is a light-tight box with facili-
ties for holding a sensitized plate at one

and a lens at the other end of itself,
in such relation to one another that
when the ‘light is allowed to pass
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I. The Camera

through the lens, a clear refloction of
the view outside the camera shall be
made on the sensitive surfuce inside,
Whether the camera costs $2 or $200,
it must provide these essentials.

There are many different forms of
cameras, but they may be considered
under two general divislons, hand and
stand cameras. The first form, as its
name implies, Is Intended to be used
in the hand mainly, the second s made
to rest on a stand or tripod. You wil)
be most interested In the former kind.

Hand cameras are of sz different
types, each of which has {ts own pecullar
merit, though the more elaborate ones,
of course, combine In thelr utility a

plates may be employed as well. When
films are used, focusing (i.c., adjusting
properly the relation of lens to film In
order to get a clear or sharp picture)
is done according to a scale of distances
affixed to the bed of the camera. You
judge the distance your object is from
you, draw out the lens-front until the
pointer shows the correct position on
the scale, and are ready for the ex-
posure. In order tc get the desired
object or objects corrvctly registered on
the {ilm, it is necessary to have some
way of telling just what you really have
within the field of vision of your lens.
That is why a * view-finder "’ is neces-
sary. With more or less accuracy this

PLAYING

much more varied sphere than those of
simpler form and lower cost. Briefly
described, these six types may be thus
designated and described:

1. The bor camera with lens always
in focas. That means that no adfust-
ment of lens to negative plate Is neces-
sary. All one has to do I8 to point
the camera in the desired direction,
push the trigger controlling the shutter,
and the exposure is made, Such a cam-
era, therefore, Is always roady for use.
This is the simplest, cheapest, and pro-
portionately the most bulky form. For
the most part this atyle of camera car-
ries films only, and the spool containing
the sensitized 1oll 1s both easlly Inserted
and removed. A camora of this nature
requires a bright day, and unless the
subject is well Nlumined with direct
sunlight, the probability 1s that no good
results will be obtained. Many of this
type provide for time exposures as well
as ‘‘ epap-shots "'; but unless the camera
is solidly resting on some firm surface
by way of support, a time-exposure {s
impossible with any prospects of success,
for few persons, If any, ecan hold a
camera perfectly still for an exposure
longer than one-tenth of a second,

2. Felding and foensing cameras, This
ig the most common and popular variety.
All styles and sizes In this type have
the same general characteristics. They
are so constructed that they occupy,
when folded, the least possible space;
and, when in use, permit of shortening
or lengthening the distance between the
lens and the negative plate. Roll films
are most frequently used in this style of
camera, though by the use of a second-
ary back and additional *“ holder," glase

PEARY.

little instrument shows what you are
actnally photographing, and without it
one would be “ golng it blind " indeed.
The view-finder is of various forms; but
these we need not consider here. When
glass-plates are used, a ground-glass is
provided on which the scene before you
may be examined, and the exact focus
determined. 1In this case, as stated, a
plate-holder I8 used to hold the negative
glass, and the work can be effected with
the minutest attention to details, as it
cannot be in any other way. Folding
cameras are exceedingly compact, so
much so sometimes, that one veritably
needs a lady's fingers to use the instru-
ment by the minute parts with which it
le fitted. Portability and effectiveness
do not always go together in cameras,
1 asgure you.

3. Maogazine cameras. This style is
made after the box pattern, both in
fixed foens and with draw; but its main
feature is that it carries a dozen or
more plates, so arranged that one after
another may be brought into position
for exposure, and each in turn be safely
depoeited in a safe chamber or cell,
to be removed at lelsure. This style of
camera has manifest advantages, inas-
much as it permits of glass plates, which
many experienced workers alw use
when possible, and allows each plate
to be individually treated in develop-
ment,—a very desirable feature, as we
ghall see in a subsequent article. The
magazine camera is quite widely used
in England, but not so generally on this
side of the water.

4. The hand-stand camera. This form
of instrument is so constructed that it
emhodies in itself as many as possible
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of the features of the fleld camera and
of the more compact hand variety. It
is not so light or small as the latter,
but has many advantages for the serious
worker. Such pecessary movements as
rise and fall of front, swing back, re-
versible back, extreme length of bellows,
and other features, are combined in it
as they cannot be to any similar degree
in the distinctively hand camera.

5. The Refler camera. Many varied
forms of this type are made:; but the
one distinguishing characteristic of all
is that they permit of focusing right up
to the instant of exposure. This is made
pessible by the use of a mirror on which
the image before the lens is reflected
and which may be seen by the operator
within a hood which shuts out all ex-
traneous light. This is the form of
camera most used by press photograph-
ers, inasmuch as it {8 almost invariably
fitted with a rapid lens and fast shutter,
by which even quickly meving objects
can bhe perfectly photographed Only
the most advanced amateurs use this
form of camera to any extent, its bulky
slze and expereive price making it al-
most prohibitive to the majority.

6. Folding Reflex camera. The style
noted in cur last paragraph (Reflex) is
for the most part necessarily bulky, and
as glase plates are almost invariably
used in it, is heavy as well. In the
folding reflex, the manufacturers have
studled how to combine the advantages
of the ordinary box style with the com-
pactness and reduced weight of the fold-
ing. This form is esteemed by many
as the highest possible achievement in
camera construction; and it is the high-
est-priced of all the varieties in the
market

From all this, you will see that the
style of camera that is “ best " must be
decided by the character of the work
you propose doing and the amount of
money you are prepared to spend in your
purchase. My advice would be to com-
mence with an inexpensive outfit, and
proceed in course of time, if so desired,
te something better. Many of my pie-
tures have heen taken, with a wvery
simple camera and Inexpensive lens; hut
the best work, of course, can be done
only with the best equipment. An ex-
pert, who can do good work with a cheap
outfit, can do better if he have the use
of more elaborate instruments. That is
only reasonable; but none of you need
be discouraged if you cannot afford the
best. Get what you can, and study and
practice until you are able to use what
you have with best possible results.

The pictures on the pages before you
are from negatives made by compara-
tive beginners. The ‘‘ Breaking Wave "
and “ Playing Peary,” I made from neg-
atives sent me by my young old friend,
Mr. Ray Ives. They represent scenes on
the shore of Lake Ontario, near Col-
borne, as he saw them during the Christ-
mas vacation. “A Winter Stream" was
taken very recently by my son, 8. G.
Bartlett, in competition with his long-
time friend, Ray Ives, in High Park, To-
ronto. T think you will agree with me
that both boys got something worth
while.

I shall be glad to hear personally from
any of my young friends, who are photo-
graphically inclined, and shall be pleased
to advise them as I may be able.

Tn my next, I shall try to give some
practical help on how fo use the camera
you have so as to get best results,

The Editor regrets that the report of
the Bay of Quinte Conference Epworth
League Convention came to hand just too
late for publication in this issue. The
gathering at Belleville was fully up to
the high standard set by this Conference
in the past. The report, written by Miss
Florence Hall, Wicklow, will appear in
our next issue.

CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

Regulating the Elephant

Everybody had heard that the great
elephant was loose, and several families
whose gardens he had torn up and whose
boys he had trampled on, were sure of
it. There was great excitement, and the
town held a meeting to decide what
should be done. They did not want to
exterminate him; in fact, many of them
did not believe they could exterminate
him, for he was a pretty big elephant.
Besides, he was useful in his proper

place--in shows, in India, and in story
books,
“Our best plan is to try and regulate

him,” said an enthusiastic speaker.
“Let us build toll-gates all along the
route he is going to take, and make him

Yes, but that leaves him roaming
round,” shrieked an old woman, “and
I don't want my boy killed."”

A WINTER STREAM.

“Keep your boy away from him;
that's your business. Why, madam,
don’t yow know that an elephant’s hide
and tusks are valuable for mechanical
and surgical purposes, and that he is
useful in India? Besides, there's the
toll he will pay. We shall by this means
get moncy enough into the public treas-
ury to build schools for a good many
boys who are not trampled to death.”

‘“That's the plan; regulate him, re-
gulate him,” shouted the crowd. So
they appointed a great many committees,
and drafted constitution and by-laws,
and circulated petitions, and by the time
the elephant had killed several more
bhoys and trampled down a number of
gurdens, they had erected very comfort-
able toll-houses for the gate-keepers,
and gates for the elephant; and then
they waited in great satisfaction to see
the elephant regulated.

Slowly the great feet tramped on-
ward; slowly the great proboscis ap-
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peared in view; and with a sniff of con-
tempt, the elephant lifted the gate from
its hinges and walked off with it, while
the crowd stared after him in dismay.

“ Well,” exclaimed the keeper, catch-
ing his breath; ' we haven't made much
money so far, but the regulating plan
would have worked first-rate if the
elephant hadn't been a little too strong
for the obstruction.”

The elephant's name was Whiskey.—
Sel.

An Honest Confession by Satan

At a recent brewers' convention the
secretary announced that the United
States consumed nearly twenty billion
glasses of beer a year, and proceeded as
follows:

“It is told in the rabbinical litera-
ture,” said he, ‘' that after the Lord had
given Noah the
grapevine from the
garden of Eden
Satan helped Noah
plant the vine, and
instead of watering
it poured on it the
blood of a lamb, a
lion and a pig.

“When asked by
Noah why he did
this, Satan reolled:
‘If you drink one
cup of this wine
you will be as happy
and innocent as a
lamb; if two, as
bold and strong as
a lion, but if three
or four, you will
wallow in the mire
like a pig.'"”

The foregoing is
published  editori-
ally in the New
York World and is
worth commenting
upon.

First, Noah and
the Secretary of the
brewers' convention
agree with Satan
that the first cup of
wine will make
them, happy and as
innocent as a lamb;
that the stimulating
effect of two cups is
to make them feel
as bold and strong
as a lion; and that
the third or fourth
will cause them to
wallow in the mire.

It takes but a few
more mugs of beer
to do the same
thing.

The devil, however, is put in the
wrong place; he acknowledges too much
for hig profession.

It would seem almost as if Satan had
taken a few drinks himself before he
made these remarks. Noah got dead
drunk and disgraced himself, and one of
his sons lost his reputation and position
by endeavoring to hide his father’s
shame.

Those who start with one drink and
find themselves unusually happy for no
cause but the liquor often want to feel
as bold as a lion, and they are often so
bold as to think themselves equal to two
lions in strength. Then come the vul-
garities, the oaths, the blows and the
gutter.—Christian Advocate.

The drunkard forfeits man, and doth

vest
All worldly right, save what he hath by
beast. —@George Herbert,




Bealts . e i s

¢

March, 19127

HE Bible is never out of date.

Though coming down to us from

a civilization very different in

many respects from our own, its words

are as vital as ever. The face of the

world has changed, but the heart of man

{8 the same, the vices that corrupt hu-

man soclety are the same, and the Bible

must always be listened to as the wisest
icterpretation of human life.

ALOOHOL A MENACE.

What, then, has it to say about alco-
hol? It lays down no law; but it frankly
recognizes alcohol to be a menace of the
very gravest kind to individual and
social well-being. Isaiah gives a diag-
nosis, which sounds curiously modern,
of the evils from which the soclety of his
day was suffering (v. 8-23); and along
with the land-grabbing, which crowded
out the poor, he sets intemperance. In
those days. as in these, the drink problem
was ever present, recognized by the
nobler men of the time as a national
disgrace and curse (v. 11-22).

Nothing could be more graphic than
the well-known description in Proverbs
xxili. 29-35 of the helplessness and con-
fusign to which drink reduces its vietim.
His red eyes proclaim his dissipation;
on the slightest provocation he grows
quarrelsome, his tongue runs away with
him, his brain is confused, his imagina-
tion runs riot, he behaves like a helpless
idiot, and his only desire is to get back
to his debauch again. The reallsm of
the picture is almost painful, and the
phenomenon must have been as familiar
then in certain quarters as it is to-day.

DRINK INCAPACITATES,

The Bible is well aware of the power
of drink to incapacitate a man from
duty., The priests were strictly forbid-
den to touch it before eutering upon
their officlal duties: * Drink no wine
nor strong drink, thou, nor thy sons
with thee, when ye go into the tent of
meeting "’ (Lev. x. 9, cf. Ezek. xliv, 21:
‘““ Neither shall any of the priests drink
wine when they enter into the inner
court”). For the discharge of duties so
solemn and responsible, the priest must
have his braln absolutely clear. And
is not this just as true of every other
worker and every other sphere? The
ancient law-giver knew, as everybody
who looks about him knows, that drink
affects a man’'s nerve, his coolness, his
self-control, and where the steady hand,
the clear, alert mind are needed, the
farther drink is removed the better.

This applies to everybody who really
cares for his work; it applies even ‘o
those who wish to shine in sport A\)
good work, all fine play needs conee:
tion; and this is always imperilled
may easily be destroyed by indulge
in Intoxicants. But it 1s quite certs!
that abstinence never made a hand lew
steady or a brain less clear. Abstinence,
then, s surely the safer course—indeed
the only absolutely safe course—for
those who are anxious to do their work
well; it may even become a duty, when
the life or the happiness of others de-
pends upon the way that work is done.

DESTROYS JUDGMENT.

Frequently the Bible emphasizes the
power of drink to Interrere with a man’s
Jjudgment, to lead him to forget himself
and to say and do things that in his
sober moods he woula never dream of
saying and doing. * Wine,” says Hosea
(iv. 11) “takes away the understand-
ing,” robs a man of his wits. Drink
throws him off his guard; it temporarily
dethrones the reason which he always
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The Bible and Alcohol

PROFESSOR JOHN E. MCFAYDEN, D.D. GLAsS00W, SCOTLAND.

‘needs for the wise control of his conduct
and speech, and which he should never
voluntarily be without for one moment
—unless he has no objection to making
a fool of himself.

1 have seen cne of the niost brilliant
students in Oxford drunkenly career
around a room, sweeping every orna-
ment that came within reach of his
arms on to the floor. That is not the
sort of conduot by which one would like
to be remembered, and yet that Is
always an easy possibility for those who
tamper with strong drink in any form.
Alcohol has the fatal power of dragging
a man's speech and conduct far below
their natural level. Many a time, too,
by weakening hig power and his useful-
ness, it has dragged the man himself
down inch by inch from his place in
society, and has ended, as the Bible says,
by clothing him in rags. (Prov. xxill.:
21.)

STRIKING PICTURES.

The prophets give us one or two as-
tenishingly realistic pictures of Hebrew
caronsals which show how completely
the love of strong drink had destroyed
all regard for the social welfare in the
heartz of the leaders of political and
religious life in those days. With a few
sharp strokes of his drastic pen, Amos
draws for us a company of indolent
nobles, stretching themselves on their
couches, eating the daintiest fare, drink-
ing wine by the bowlful, and accompany-
ing their revelry with songs and music;
the description significantly ends, “ but
they are not grieved for the affiiction of
Joseph,” that is, of the nation (vi.: 4-6).

¥or the moral decay of the people and
the ruin which was impending, those
men cared nothing at all. The bowlfuls
of wine, and the disregard of the welfare
of the people—these things go fittingly
together. Strong drink indulged in,
drowns a man's interest in everything
but his appetite and its satisfaction; the
proof of that is in many a ruined home
The money with which the drink was
procured was often got in those days by
crushing the poor (Amos iv.: 1), just
as many a man gets it to-day by de-
frauding his wife and childien.

REPULSIVE DEGRADATION.

Isalah also presents us with a pleture
of quite repulsive reallsm-—priests and
prophets, the men in charge of Israel's
religious life, staggering heside thelir
filthy tables and hopelessly unfit for the
discharge of their professional duties
(xxviil.: 7-8). Here again we see the
power of drink to blind a man to the
Wowt sacred obligations. There is a

sanfon picture, not unlike Amos’s,

nen rising early to go after drink,

sitting late inflamed with it; and to

deseription Teaiah, like Amos, signifi-
wntly adds: *““ but thev regard not the
work of Jehovah, neither do they con-
sider the operation of His hands " (v.
11-12).

The men given to drink suffer from
tleared eyes in more senses than one;
they do not see and they do not care
what God is doing In human life. Is
this not a profoundly true diagnosis of
the power of drink to harden the better
nature, to destroy the religious sense?
Of this indulgence, no less surely than
of another, it might well be said, “Tt
hardens a' within, and petrifies the feel-
ing."

THE MODERN THEORY.

‘“But "—the moderate drinker may
say—*' the ruinous effects of alcohol so
graphically described by the Bible are
due to its being taken In excess. T am

safe, because I am temperate.” This
might easily be disputed, for even a little
alcohol taken regularly into the system
subtly but surely deteriorates it; yet
even if it were true that alcohol was
dangerous only when taken in excess, it
would still, for two reasons, be wisdom
to abstain.

INDULGENCE DANGEROUS.

First, for our own sake. Nobody
would deliberately choose to make him-
self ridiculous, to injure his brain, to
destroy his nerve, to wrong those de-
pending upon him, or to ruin his career.
Yet that is just what hundreds of thou-
sands have done. We may be quite sure
that they did not intend or even expect
to do these things, but they did them;
and they did them because they took
their first glass. Had the first glass
never been taken, these things would
never have happened.

The man who ends by being a drunk-
ard did not begin by meaning to be one;
and what happened to one man who
thought he could be moderate may hap-
pen to any other man who thinks he can
be moderate, If the practice be begun
no man can tell what the end may be—
often it has been sorrow and sometimes
death; but the way of abstinence cannot
hut be the way of safety and happiness.
It 18 quite certain that nobody ever
looked back with remorse upon years of
abstinence. At best, moderation might
he safe, but abstinence cannot but be.

FOR THE SAKE OF OTHERS,

But secondly, abstinence is worth
while for the sake of others. A con-
sclentious man has always to consider
the influence of his conduct upon others,
and he should be ready to divest himself
of liberties which another following his
example, might abuse to his destruction.
Are we not, in some real sense,
brethren? And if so, must we not
care, to the point of sacrifice, for one
another’s welfare? The man whom
drink has led astray is, in the solemn
words of Paul, “the brother for whom
Christ died.” Are we not to consider
him at all? Is our appetite more to us
than his happiness and safety? And if
it is, can we call ourselves Christian
men? Have we even the right to call
him brother?

Nothing is more certain than that tens
of thousands have been and are being
ruined by drink—in purse, body, mind
and soul; and can we, with a pure con-
sclence and before God, countenance the
thing which has wrought soclety so
deadly a blow, and hurled to destruction
s0 many brethren for whom Christ died?
Not so Paul. ‘It is good,” he said,
““not to eat flesh nor to drink wine, nor
to do anything whereby thy brother
stumbleth” (Rom. xiv.: 21). ‘““Where-
fore, if meat cause my brother to
stumble, T will eat no flesh for ever-
more” (1 Cor. viil.: 13).

We know that drink causes many a
brother most fatally to stumble—a
walk through the streets on Saturday
night will furrish sorrowfully abundant
proof of that; and what but selfishness
hinders us all from adapting the immor-
tal words of the Apostle, and making his
vow our own—"8ince Intoxicating drink
canses so many of my bhrethren to
stumble, T will not touch it for ever-
more?"'—The Pioneer,

Those men who destroy a healthful
constitution of body by intemperance, as
manifestly kill themselves as those who
hang, or poison, or drown themselves.—
Sherlock.
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Life Talks With Young Men

BY ONE OF THEMSELVES

F you were to ask me the one thing

I above all else which a young man

should value and which will make
him a permsanent, vitalizing force
wherever he may be and whatever he
may do, I should answer at once ‘‘Char-
acter.”’

Men, young men, old men, believe
me, it is the richest thing you can have.
Better than gold? Yes. Thirty centur-
fes ago Solomcn wrote, “A good name
is rather to be chosen than great
riches.” And there has never been a
minute since that brave, true, conscien-
tious men have not been verifying the
statement. As long as creation lasts, as
long as humanity struggles, shall the
man of character dominate the world,
and ever rigse supreme to prove again
and again that the one thing worth
while, “ the pearl of great price,” is a
manly Christian character.

You who read, believe that. You
have met such men. You have felt the
force of such character. You know that
what T say is true, and deep down in
your hearts you, too, want to become
men of character,

Not of the value of character am 1
going to talk just now; but of what I
believe is the most important factor in
character building,—the creative power
of thought.

Character does not come to us ready-
made. We cannot buy it; we must build
it. We cannot inherit it; we must de-
velop it. And the power to do this lies
within, not without.

Some one has said, “ In earth there is
rothing great but man, in man there is
nothing great but mind.”" Whether that
be strictly true or not, we know that
man is the highest manifestation of
God's creative skill; that in him is the
spark of the Divine, the hope of immor-
tality. He is essentially a conscions,
thinking being. Now then, stop and
think. Are you a thinking being? But
of what are you thinking? Thought is
creative. *“As a man thinketh in his
heart, so is he.”

Pause just here. Think it over. Have
you caught that idea? Do you not
recognize its importance? Do you not
see its possibilities? Are you not dazzled
with its splendor, and do vou not also
realize the responsibility it places on
each one?

If you are to be helped by this idea
you must believe it. And believing,
what a vista of possibility opens up be-
fore cne. Here is growth; here is de-
velopment; here is liberty if one will
but take it.

Back of every word, every deed, every
action, is thought ;—back of all progress
aud invention. Creation was a thought
in the Divine Mind before God gave it
expression in life, and energy, and being.
Thought s the seed; action, influence,
and circumstance are the fruit,

Do you realize this, men;—that as we
think, we are making life? Character
is the complete sum of all our thoughts.
The law of cause and effect is as undevi-
ating in the realm of thought as it is
elsewhere. What we think, we are.
What we continue to think, we shall re-
main  Man is manacled only by him-
self. He alone can do himself perma-
nent injury.

What consolation, then, and inspira-
tion, grow out of this truth,—thought iz
creative! To realize that we may become
what we will, is consolation; to know
that we are masters of our destiny, is
inspiration. Thought has always been
making our character; careless and aim-
less, perhaps, it has been; misguided and

neglected it may be; but still it has been
the weaver that has tirelessly woven
the fabric of our real selves. What a
potential force it is! None can limit its
possibilities for good when we place it
under conscious and intelligent direction.

Let us decide what we want our lives
to be, and then put uncompromising
control over our thoughts, for in them
is the force which will make or mar us.

1 cannot repeat that too offen. Until
thought is linked with purpose there can
be no intelligent accomplishment. Left
to wander aimlessly, our thoughts will
wreck us; but having them under care-
ful supervision and ever directing them
towards a fixed purpose, God alone
knows what glorious results may be
achieved.

What the purpose of life shall be,
cach individual must choose. And when
one has chosen, let him marshal all his
God-given power of thought, which
raises him above the beasts and links
him to the Divine, into an intellige:
controlled, creative force. Let u
truly masters of a heavenly d¢
Make the man right and the nati n
be right. National life is but the sum
total of individual life. Herein is the
secret and explanation of the New Jeru-
salem— the Heavenly City. Think! men,
think! But be not content until your
thoughts are pure thoughts: strong,
virile thoughts; positive, constructive
thoughts. Do not rest until you know that
by your thoughts you are daily bullding
a clean, wholesome, Christ-like life. ,

Think! men, Think! for growth, for
development, for purity, for righteous-
ness. Think of God, of yourself, of your
country, of your brother man.

“ Whatsoever things are true, what-
soever things are honest, whatsoever
things are just, whatsoever things
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely,
whatsoever things are of good report,
think on these things,”" for

“ Mind is the master power that moulds

and makes,
And man {8 mind, and evermore he

takes

The toll of thought, and, shaping what
he wills,

Brings forth a thousand joys, a thou-
sand ills:—

He lhlnks in secret and it comes to

F‘mlrt‘nment is but his looking-
glass.”

ERA.

The Dialogue of the Glasses
“ There l;t‘ two glasses filled to the
rim
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On a rich mar’s table, rim to rim;
One was ruddy and red as blood,
And one as clear as the crystal flood,

‘““Sald the glass of wine to the paler

rother:

‘Let us tell lhe tales of the past to
each other;

1 can tell of bnuquet and revel, and

rth,
And the pmurle!t and grandest souls
of earth
Fell under my touch as though struck

8
Where I was klng, for I ruled in
ight.

From th' heads of kings I have torn
', erown,

From the belghts of fame I have

hurled men down;

T have blasted many an honored
name;

T have taken virtue and given shame;

1 have tempted the youth with a sip, a

taste -

Ihat has made his future a barren
waste.

Far greater than any king am I,

Or than any army beneath the sky;

I have made the arm of the driver
fail,

And sent the train from the iron rail;

I have made good ships go down at

seu,

Aud the shrieks of the lost are sweet
o me;

For they said, *“ Behold how great you

'

Fame, strength, wealth, genius before
you fall,

For )our mlzht and power are over

Ho! Ho’ pnla brother,’ laughed the

‘Can you bonut of deeds as great as
ine?’

Said the wn{er glass: ‘I cannot boast
Of a king dethroned or a murdered

08t ;
But I can tel! of a heart once sad
By my crystal drops made light and

glad;
Of thirst I've quenched, of brows I've

aved;

Of hands [ have cooled and souls T
have saved;

I have leaped through the valley,
dashed down the mountain,

Flowed in the river and played in the
fountain,

Slept in the uunshlne and dropped’

from the sk

And everywhere ghddened the land-
scape and eye.

I have eased the hot forehead of fever
and pain,

I have made the parched meadows
grow fertile with grain.

1 can tell of the powerful wheel of the

mill,
That ground out the flour and turned
at my will.
1 can tell of manhood, debased by you,
That T have lifted and crowned anew.
I cheer, I help, I strengthen and ald;
1 gladden the heart of man and maid!
1 set the chained wine-captive free,
And all are the better fo: knowing
me!’

‘“These are the tales they told each
* other,
The glass of wine and paler brother,
As they sat together, filled to the

brim,
On the rich man’s table, rim to rim.”
—Anon.

All the crimes on earth do not de-
stroy 80 many of the human race, nor
alienats so much property, as drunken-
ness.—Lord Bacon.

)
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Song of the Bar Room

(From Tom Watson’s Jeffersonian.)

ALWAYS A WELCOME.

‘‘S8ee how men are drawn to me! My
lights bleze a brilliant welcome; I am
never too hot or too cold. Mirrored
Vanity emirks in my gilded reflectors,
and no one is ill at ease in my Free-
fer-All Club. No shrewish wife can
tongue-lash you here; no peevish chil?
sunoy you with its cries. Leave to them
the uglivess of your haggard home, and
come unto me for comfort. Theirs, the
ecld and the gloom and the squalor
yours the warmth and glow and social

Y.

“Clink your glasses, men! Drink again
‘Here’s hoping.” 'Tis well to toast her
here, where begins the trail to the grave
of Hope. Be jolly; let the place ring
with laughter; relate the newest story—
the story that matches the nude picture
on the wall.

“What's that? A dispute, angry
caths, a violent quarrel, the crash of
overturned chairs, the gleam of steel,
the flash of guns, the stream of life-
biond, the groans of dying men?

“Oh, well, it might have happened
auywhere. The hearts of mothers and
fathers, 1 wrench

under its foundations. For a price, they
give me power to nullify the work of
law-makers, magistrates and rulers.
Tor a handful of gold, 1 am granted let-
ters of marque to sall every human sea
end prey upon its life-boats.

THOSE WHO SOLD THE RIGHT.

“Around tnat grief-bowed woman |
tkrew the weeds of widowhood—but 1
paid for the chance to do It; and they
uho took my money Lnew that I would do it.

“To the lips of that desolate child, 1
biought the wail of the orphan—but |
bought the right to do it; and they who
sold me the right knew what would come
of it.

“Yes! I inflamed the murderer; I
waddened the suicide; I made a brute
cf the husband; 1 made a diabolical hag
cut of the once beautiful girl; I made a
criminal cut of the once promising boy:
I replaced sobriety and comfort by

drunkenness and pauperism-—but don't
blame ME; blanic those frem whom I pur-
chased tic legal right to do it.”’

WILL YOU VOTE TO HAVE THAT
RIGHT CONTINUED?

with pain; the souls
of wives, 1 darken
in woe. I smite the
mansion, and there
are wounds that gold

cannot salve; the
hut 1 invade, and
poverty sinks into

deeper pits.

VICTORS VANQUISHED,

“What warriors
have I mnot van-
quished? What

statesmen have I not
laid low? How many
a Burns and Poe
kave I not dragged
down from ethereal
heights? How many
a Sidney Carton
have I not made to
weep for a wasted
life? How many
times have I caused
the ermine to be

drawn through the
mud?
“Strong 1 am—ir-

resistibly strong.

“ Samson-like, I
strain at the founda-
tions of character;
and they come top-
pling down in irre-
mediable ruin—while
1 cscape. I am the cancer, beautiful to
behold, and eating my remorgeless way
irto the vitals of the world. I am the
restileuce, stalking my victims to the
cottage door and to the palace gate. No
regpector ¢f persons, I gloat over richly-
garbed vietim no more than over the
wan of the blonee.

“ The Church—I empty 1t; the Jail, |
fill it; the gallows, I feed it. From me
and my blazing lights, run straight the
dark roads to the slums, to the prisons,
to the d-lines, to the mad-h; , to
the Potter's Field.

THE ALLY OF BIN.

“I nnde the work of the School. I cut
the ground from under Law and Order
I'm the seed-bed of Poverty, Vice, and
Crime. I'm the Loper who buys tolera-
tion, and who has not to cry * Unclean!’
I'm the Licensed ally of Sin. I buy
from the State the right to lay dynamite

Canada’s Shame

Canada’s consumption of liquor gnd
tobacco ¢hows a marked increase for the
past fiscal year.

The per capita consumption of spirits
was .859 gallons, against .815 gallons
in 1910; that of beer was 5.434 gallons,
as against 5.276 gallons; that of wine
104 gallons against .097 gallons; while
the tobacco used grew from 2,940
pounds per capita to 8.011 pounds.

The total quantity of tobacco smoked
was 18,903,822 pounds, as against 17,-
961,279 pounds in 1910, and 17,217,-
710 pounds in 1909,

The cigarettes smoked reach the enor-
mous total of 585,935,370, against 451,-
065,138 In 1910, and 356,756,130 in
1909,

The cigars smoked numbered 227,
585,692, as compared. with 205,820,-
851 in 1910, and 192,105,366 in 1909,
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“Prohibition Rot”

‘It was New Year's Day when two
brothers, whose homes were about 20
miles from Lloydminster, Sask., drove
to town on business. They were cold,
and stopped at the saloon and filled up
on bad whiskey, until they felt comfort-
able. They forgot their business, and,
toking an extra supply of the stuff that
dulls the senses and steals the reason,
started for home. One brother was so
drunk that he fell from the sleigh, and
the other brother was so drunk that he
wag both too stupid and drunk to know
that his brother was missing, and if he
had missed him he was physically unable
to help him, He drove on, his brother
lay where he had fallen in the snow and
froze solid. ‘ Prohibition Rot!" the
United Societies of Booze and Brewers
tell us. ‘Liberty!” How dare anyone
interfere? Let them get drunk and
freeze. Let the orphans cry because
their father Is brought home frozen to
death, A man must have whiskey. The
Jolly erowd of drinkers must not be in-
terfered with. Anyway, it was only one
brother that froze, and he had no right
to get so drunk. The revenues must be
provided for. ‘A legitimate business
must be protected.” ‘ Whoop 'em up!’
Lot the widow and orphan children

AS STRONG DRINK ADVANCES PROSPERITY 18 DESTROYED AND RUIN REMAINS.

scrape the frost from the window pane,
and look in vain for a father that does
not return because the saloon has
clalmed one more victim."--J. H. Wil
liams.

AN OLD-TIME EXAMPLE.

Theotymus, on being told hy his
physician that except he did ahstain
from drunkenness and excess, he
was like to lose his eyes, his heart
was so desperately set upon his sin,
that he said, “ Vale lumen amicum;
farewell, sweet light, then; I must
have my pleasure in that sin; 1
must drink though I drink out my
eyess then farewell eyes, and fare.
well light and all!”—St. Ambrose,
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The Poetry of Isaac Watts

English Theologian and Hymn Writer
MISS IDELL ROGERS, CoBoUuRG, ONTARIO.

ROM age to age in the general
progression of events, under the
direction of an all-wise Provi-

dence, men are raised up to become the
teachers of other men, the inspirers of
others' lives. Thus we have masters in
literature, masters in art and music,
masters in law and philosophy. In the
school of life men and women sit at the
feet of these masters and do them hom-
age. To Wordsworth the rainbow re-
vealed her hidden colors; from Newton
the sun had uo secrets; to Handel was
disclosed the marvellous beauty of me-
lodious sound; to Lyell geology told of
her hidden wealth; to Proctor the stars
proclaimed their far-off events; to
Shakespeare the majesty of moral law
was revealed. Happy is he who by read-
ing, travel, delving and research gains
knowledge in many fields; but happiest
is he who early learns to sit at the feet
of the Master Teacher in the great
school of life.

It is sald that when Coleridge stood
before Mount Blanc he forgot hunger,
exhaustion, pain itself, as with eyes suf-
fused with tears he feasted himself upon
the handiwork of nature's God. Yet
within him was a soul hunger which the
contemplation of nature’s beauties could
not satisfy. Grown old and gray, he
was one day reading the story of the
Prodigal Son, when he cried out, “It
finds me! It finds me! This Divine
Book is a mould that fits my heart!”
Then and there he learned that beyond
the world of cutward perception there
is another world of inward vision, and
the key to the latter is oneness with
God

The Methodist Church is indebted to
many anthors of hymns that fit the
diverse needs of the souls of men and
lead them Godward by the ministry of
sacred song; but to none more than
Isaac Watts. We have not far to seek
for a reason for this, for even the most
cursory study of his life will show that
it wus early cast in the mould of the
Divine Book. Isaac Watts was born at
Southampton. Eng., in 1674. He was
the son of a clothier, whose religicns
views were more open and liberal than
was 2/ this time common, and who, on
accous. and because of his Nonconform-
ist principles, was cast into prison. As
a babe young Watts was cradled in a lov-
ing mother’s arms upon the steps of the
prison, where they waited to speak to
or catch a glimpse of the husband and
father Imprisoned within. Isaac Watts
received his early education from his
mother, who taught him from the Bible.
At the carly age of seven vears, at the
request of his mother, he began to write
verses. His father also was a man of
literary taste, and wrote poetry. At one
time he conducted a school at Southamp-
ton. Later, Isaac Watts was sent to a
Nonconformist academy at Stokes.
When twenty-four years old he became
assistant to Dr. Clancy, pastor of the
Independent congregation in Mark Lane,
Leeds. Two years later he succeeded as
sole pastor. He wrote numerous prose
works, but it is as a writer of hymns
and, more especlally, as the composer of
a volume entitled *“ The Psalms of Da~
vid,” that he is remembered and loved.
Several of his Psalms are among the
most favored hymng in the Emglish
ianguage.

To the Christian poet is given tran-
scendently the power to paint his own
pletore of God. We find this to be true
of Watts, God-directed from infaney
and nurtured In the study of the Word,
his pure soul received overtures from
God, by which camo a revelation of Di-

vine things. For to those pure souls,
cnly content when dwelling in harmony
with God, comes ever and anon mysteri-
ous voices that tell to finite minds the
sacred things of God. So we find Watts
almost overpowered at the thought of
Calvary, and interpreting in it a mean-
ing too full for utterance, and beyond
the ken of many who sing (and some-
times even carelessly) the well-known
hymn,

“Alas! and did my Saviour bleed,
And did my Sovereign die.”

The words of this hymn were first
published in Watts' Hymns and Spiritual
Songs in 1707, under the title “Godly
Sorrow Arising from the Sufferings of
Christ.”” For over two hundred years
those verses have searched the hearts of
men and women

Amcng others the Children's Evange-
list, B. P. Hammond, credits this hymn
with his conversion when he was only
17 years cld.

The vision of Calvary drew forth from
Watts also those beautiful hymns,
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”
and ‘' He Dies, the Friend of Sinners
Dies.”

We have evidence also from the fruits
of his pen that in waiting upon God
Watts found a ground of glory that car-
ried his manhood up to such ripeness of
faculty and breadth of outlook that the
Sovereign Lord of All stood before his
soul's vislon in unexampled splendor,
evoking such peans of adoration, hom-
age and faith as ‘ Jesus Shall Reign
Where'er the Sun,” * Begin My Soul
Some Heavenly Theme,” ** Let Everlast-
ing Glories Crown,"—all favorites in the
praise service of our Church.

Tt has been said that the soul of man
is a harp, that, divinely touched, every
string vibrates sweet melodies. Some-
times it is suffering’s touch that wakes
the strain and opens our hearts to a
vision of the Divine heart, “throbbing
within love itself.” So we find that when
the times of stress and strain came to
Watts, the sacred tide of love still flowed
on within his soul. When the unholy
hand of sin was reached forth to draw
him away from God, the golden cable of
Divine Love drew him back to penitence
and holy trust. We find him voicing
these emotions in such hymns as—

“ Blest are the humble souls that see
Thelir emptiness and poverty;
Treasures of graco to them are given,
And crowns of joy laid up in Heaven."”

Study this beatitude; it is one of the
sublimest strains of penitence and trust
that has ever been written. Seek to
learn the strength of his psalm “O God,
cur help in ages past,” which will ever
remain as a mighty fortress of adora-
tion and trust in our Methodist hymn-
ology.

To Walts, too, was given the power
to see behind the veil and reveal to us
some conception of the wonderful things
that God has prepared for those who
love Him. We find him, as it were, tar-
rying at the last way-station of life and
singing, *“ There i& a land of pure de-
light,”” and “Give me the wings of faith
to rise.”

“Beyond the horizon—what?”" The un-
bellever asks this question, Hear Watts'
answer: “ There everlasting spring abldes
and  never-withering  flowers.” it
men and women were not blinded
by this world they would, like this Chris-
tlan poet, see God’s angels standing
upon the horizon and pointing the way
to the beautiful land where the pure
in heart shall delight themselves in God.
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But so often we are content to drift,
to play with life, to suffer selfishness
and indulgence to leave their slime upon
our souls, to whose cloisters envy
and hate breathe poison, grief and
indulgence bring spot and stain.
Watts has a message for all such.
With a confidence that is abso-
lute and a certainty that Is unyield-
ing, he points them to Jesus Christ, and
gives to each a message in * Plunged in
a uulf of Dark Despair,”” and similar
hymns, that will stay the tides of sin
that work towards death. See also how
he pours balm upon the seeking heart
as he prays for the brooding presence of
the Holy Spirit, “Come, Holy Spirit,
Heavenly Dove."

Those who are interested in the hymn-
ology of our Church will find that many
of our strongest hymns are from the pen
of Isaac Watts. The aspirations of his
soul after God seemingly touch the
whole gamut of human experience.
He pictures the Christ, until life
stretches before men Godwardly. He
teaches us that those lives only find the
right environment which have caught
the breath of God. He reminds us that
on the road of life there can be no
sweeter fruition or better reward than
to learn God’s will and to dwell within
it as a sure abode.

In 1748 Watts entered the glory land.
He was buried at Bonhill Field, where
Sir James Hortoff erected a monument
over his grave. A grateful nation has
erected 2 memorial to him in Westmin-
ster Abbey, but his real monument are
his hymns, which are sung in the service
of praise of nearly every church in
Christendom.

Wholesome Discontent

Mr. John Wanamaker is the owner of
Munkacsy’s great picture. “Christ be-
fore Pilate,” He says that one of the
saddest sights he can remember was in
his own home where Munkacsy was a
vigitor, and was walkiag up and down
before the great picture which he had
painted. He stopped and looked long-
ingly at the canvas, ana then turned and
eaid to Mr. Wanamaker, “ There is my
greatest work; 1 shall never do another
as fine as that!” ‘It seemed to me a
great pity,” said Mr. Wanamaker, ** that
the artist should have looked at his
achlevement in that way; that he should
have believed that he had done his best
in the past, and that there was nothing
better ahead of him!"

Thorwaldsen, the great sculptor, was
once seen standing in tears before one
of his own masterpieces. Upon béing
asked the reason of las sorrow, he ex-
laimed, “ It is b I am §ot
He knew that without the sense of im-
perfection there could be no progress.
He knew that without an ideal of some-
thing better nothing better would be
done. It Is the very secret of progress
that we see the heaven before us that
we have not yet won.

1t is equally true in the Christian life.
As soon as ever we st down in satis-
faction our spiritual progress will cease.
The Apostle Paul gloried in ““a mark
set before him.” He proclaimed that
he had not yet attained, nor was he al-
ready perfect, but he was pressing on
toward the mark! If any of my readers
are lounging in premature contentment,
let them refresh their vision by a con-
templation of the glory of Christ. If
we would see our faults we must have
searching standards. Ir we would detect
the seediness of our garments we must
go into brilliant light. The only way to
discover our weaknesses 18 to stand on
the Mount before the Lord. That maa
or woman will make great progress who
s always ambitious for something bet-
ter.—Selected.
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Win One for the Master

Ax Avpress BY REV. W. 8. A, CRUX, Maxirou, Max.

EXT to Christ in the heart, the
greatest fact in human life is
prayer. Anyone who recognizes

and makes use of this fact, realizes that
Christ in the heart means the opening
up of infinite resources, which by prayer
he is able to use for all for whom Christ
al

'ace to face with our brother and
sieter, to get them to love and serve
Christ becomes a great longing of the
soul. It is one of the sure signs of our
spiritual life, this yearning to see others
won for Christ.

Out on the ocean, years ago, Dr.
Guthrie tells us, they found a hoat afloat
and thought they saw one lone person
on it. The ship was hauled to, and a
boat and crew despatched to investigate
the wrecked vessel. They found the
man, but he was unconscious. They
applied restoratives, and took him into
their boat. He became conscious for a
moment, and said, * There is another
man.” For him they began to hunt,
and when they found him took both to
the ship and sunk the old battered hulk
in the sea. Christ in the heart should
make us desirous to save our compan-
fons, abuve all else. This Is possible for
every one. We cannot all be great
preachers or teachers, but every one can
do a little of this personal work for
Christ. The joy of personality is to
touch other lives with helpfulness. Men
have been great without this experience
of rich persouality, but the noblest souls
have felt the touch of the personality of

hrist.

Luther was a great man in his day,
but so harsh that only in some great
controversy was he seen to advantage.
But Wesley could charm a crowd with
such winning, tender personality, that
men who came to his meetings with a
definite purpose to abuse and disturb,
were often won to him and to Christ
also. One day a man came to the
preaching to break it up, and to mob
Wesley. He thought he would wait a
while till all was going nicely, and he
listened before he would knock him
down, as intended. Wesley talked
straight to his heart, and at the end of
the service he came, all broken down
with shame and humiliation, and told
the preacher he wanted him to ride on
his back up-town to atone for his evil
intentions. Wesley took him by the arm
and called him brother, and as they
walked, talked to him of Jesus. Not
only was he won to Christ, but he be-
came one of Wesley's preachers. Such
men were able to do great things for
God and to win thousands for the
Master.

Win one for the Master! There was
only one Luther, one Paul, one Wesley;
but there are millions of us other people
who can do our little part, and use what
strength of persomality God has given
us. Do not be afraid. The great men
have their place, and we have ours.
Great leaders do not make it harder,
but clear the way for the millions to
follow.

George Westinghouse discovered the
principle of the air-brake, but thousands
of men are now working with it, and as
& result multitudes travel day and night
in greater safety. Bell discovered the
telephone, and was the subject of carica-
ture as a man with a toy. Yet to-day
our whole country is a mneighborhood,
and millions use the telephone who
could not make one. Mendelssohn as a
boy came down and played the organ
all alone in the midnight, and became
a world-renowned musician with a great
musical pereonelity. Not mauy can be

like him, yet there are very few homes,
but with a falr amount of care, they
can have skill enough to make music
an enjoyment.

So in Christian work. There have
been, and are, five and ten talented men
who have great winning personality, but
to the omne talented member 1 speak, for
you way at least win one for the Master.
More people need a helping hand than
we ever dreamed of, and oftener than
we ever know. The world is open be-
fore us, and if we sow helpfulness we
shall reap happiness. Every pastor who
has done personal work will tell you
that here lies the highest joy that makes
bis life more and more sacred because
he has won souls for his Lord. It may
be true of all Christian workers.

"A reporter on the Chicago Times
heard Moody preach, and was led with
others to Christ. Moody had said that
more would be won if only some four
friends were as devoted to them as the
four that brought the palsied man to
Jesus. This reporter said he would try
it. He joined the Church and League,
and began to talk about the work. Then
he asked others to join him, so that they
could unitedly labor. Three came. They
sclected the city editor as their first
trial; but when the first man approached
him his heart failed, and it was not till
leng after that he was reached. Hu-
miliated as they were, they did not give
up, but selected a young man who was
a carpenter. When the first one went
he paid little attention, and kept the
buzz-saw running all the time he talked.
To the next one he was abusive; he was
simply mad with the third man. Yet
when the fourth went, he listened and
ylelded, and was won for the Master.

This naturally leads one who speaks
on this subject to tell his own experi-
ence, This is'what Trumbull does in his
“Individual Work for Individuals.” So
I may by a few selected examples show
what I mean. A young woman whose
mother was dead had charge of a house-
ful, and her task was the heavier be-
cause of a very harsh father, who had
grown cold and hard under trials. I
spoke to her several times, but with no
avail. One day near the close of our
meetings I was much moved to try again,
and with a good deal of anxiety and
praver, | went to see her. I had not
spoken much when she told me that
when Mr. A. sang “ Waiting at the
Pool,” she felt it meant her; and as we
knelt, prayer was broken by her sobs,
and that night she came out on the
Lord's side, and later worked in the
meetings. Her father and brother were
won, and she afterwards joined the Sal-
vation Army and became & splendid
officer.

Two brothers, on one of my missions,
were very much alike and did all their
business together. The younger son was
won to Christ, and then with the pastor
he worked for tl. salvation of the other
brother. But it seemed an almost im-
possible task, and we were nearly dis-
couraged. One day the brothers were
out driving together and had to cross
the Red River on a ferry. They had got
across and then the team made a dash
to go up the steep bank of the river.
Just at the top the younger brother fell
over umconscious in the other’s arms,
and was dead of heart-failure before
help came. After the funeral service I
conversed with the surviving man, and
our talk naturally came round to the
wishes of the departed. T pointed out
that his deceased brother’s greatest de-
sire was that they two should be one
in Christ. A little gentle urgency and
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we were on our knees before the Lord,
and from that hour he also has been a
worker for the Master.

In another place I had quite a differ-
ent experience. A young woman to
whom I was specially drawn, because
of Ler leadership in the social side of
our church life, was not a follower of
the Master. I spoke to her and showed
my concern for her spiritual life, but
she turned it all aside. One day I went
epecially to visit her at home, but no
one answered my knock. I left, and a
suggestion came to write her at once
and it would reach her that day. 1 did
80. That night she was the only one
who came forward, and before the whole
church she testified to Christ's love in
her heaxt. She became one of our best
workers, and I was talking only this
week with a young man whom she had
helped win to Christ.

Another man at the same place was
over fifty. I made him a subject of
prayer, and was led to go to interview
him in his business office. After some
conversation I told him my mission, and
sald, “ I think this is your day of sal-
vation.” * Thenk God you came,” sald
he, as I bade him good-bye, and until
he died he was a worker for the Master.

One man whose salvation is upon my
heart is still out of Christ. I prayed
with him and for him. I have corre-
sponded with him occasionally for ten
years, but as yet he still stands on the
defensive. All the encouragement I ever
had is in his last letter,  Although I
do not think it 18 much use praying for
me, vet I thank you for your kind wishes
on my behalf.” He is a noble soul, and
I want him for Christ.

One other is all T will relate. I had
preached at a schoolhouse one morning,
and had gone home with a man for din-
ner. I walked up the rallway ‘o my
nrext appointment. That afternoon he
came along for a mile or more. Said he,
“T belleve if I was in a church I could
be converted.” * My dear brother,” I
replied, ‘“ there is no need of any church.
God Is right here.” Then we went down
on the side of the track, and there In
the grass we knelt and laid the whole
matter before the Lord, and when I bid
him good-bye he was all joy. He be-
came a great worker in and around his
own home,

This is enough for me to give to
show the extent and variety of the work
that we can do In soul-winning. What
does it mean? It means we can each
one go out and win one for the Master.
Will you go out from this Convention
pledged to win one/ What a change will
come over all our Leagues if that
comes the purpose of the Look-Out Com-
mittee, and then of all the members!
This is our real object as true Epworth
Leaguers,—to do personal work and to
win our associates to Christ. May God
find us willlng workers, this far at least,
to win one for the Master!

In a stimulating letter sent jointly
to all the Leagues in British Columbia
at the beginning of the year, President
W. J. Hogg and the Secretary, W. C.
Findlay, say, among other things rit-
ish Columbia is one of the greatest flelds
for Methodism in Canada. Our
Leaguers must be allve, and look after
the young people coming to our Pro-
vince, to see that they are brought into
the church as soon as they reach us,
and so prevent the Evil One getting
hold of them. We would suggest that
every Soclety have an alm to look to
and work for during the Conference
year, If your League has a good mem-
bership, make It your alm to Increase it
by 60 per cent. by the first of May.
We can do it If we will.” Let our
Leagues everywhere so aim.
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Christ’s Attitude to the Poor

REV. €. T. 8COTT, D.D,, Brantrorn, ON ragio,

N considering Christ's attitude to

l the poor we must remember that

there are two classes of poor—
the rlass where poverty is inevitable and
the class where poverty is avoidable.

** The poor ye have always with you "
has long been taken as the key-note of
our Saviour's teaching in regard to the
poor. A dull acquiescence in the exist-
ing order of things has been the conse-
quent attitude of Christians towards all
kinds of poverty, This is a wrong view,
and it is the business of the Church to
correct this mistaken integpretation.
When Jesus uttered those words He was
replying to a ceriticism aimed at one who
lavished much on Him in the expression
of her love. The Master's meaning was
to justify the woman's act on the ground
that opportunities for charity were per-
petual, but their opportunities to pour
love on Him wonld be very brief.

A class of poor who will need our
charity will be found in this world as
long as men are guilty of sin or capable
of mistake. So long as disease ravages
the race, so long as accidents happen or
deficient beings are born into the world,
&0 long will there be room for Christian
charity. But just as the baby in the
home brings its perennial blessings by
cuitivating tenderness, gentleness, un-
gelfishness and many other virtues in the
parents, so this class of dependents in
the world cultivates virtues in those who
minister to them. Indeed the world
would miss some rich qualities in human
character were it not for those who are
thrust upon society, like helpless babes,
by the stern laws of nature.

If we follow our Saviour through the
active years of His ministry, we find
that His associations were chiefly among
the poor. Not only were the early years
of His life spent in the home of a car-
penter in a smell village, but His inti-
mate companions were chosen mostly
from those who knew nothing of life's
luxuries. He did not reject the rich,
but the requirements of His service were
toc onerous for many of that class to
follow Him. (Matt. 19: 16-22.) Once
He dined with a rich Pharisee, but even
in the midst of this aristocratic company
the Master's chief attention is given to a
woman who is a sinner. (Luke 7: 36-
60.) Wondering crowds listened to His
inaugural Sermon on the Mount, but
immediately after we find Him on the
lonely highway healing one of the
neglected beggars. When we try to re-
call the domestic atmosphere in which
He moved, we think at once of the
humhle wedding at Cana, the home at
Bethany, or the house of Simon the
leper. Indeed, His whole career has a
setting, hoth in foreground and back-
ground, of the lives and lot of the com-
mon people. Character and not circum-
stance was the thing He prized. Thus,
by His example, the Saviour reorganized
socfal conditions and made the brother-
hood of man the very heart of His min-
istry. Should His followers fail in this
brotherhood and relapse into selfishness
and strife, His blessed invitation, like
the cadences of Heavenly music, may
still be heard, “Come unto me all ye that
labor and are heavy laden and I will
give you rest.”

To get the right view of our Lord's
relation to the poor we muet start with
His own announcement of His mission to
the world. At the beginning of His min-
istry He appropriated those words of
prophecy to Himself, “ The spirit of the
Lord 18 upon me because He hath
arointed me to preach the Gospel to the
poor.” (Luke 4:18.) Also in the message
sent to John the Baptist in prison the
climax of evidence given to that doubt-

ing forerunner concerning the real Mes-
siah is, " The poor have the Gospe!
unto them.” (Me', 11: 5.)
does He mean by this expression?
It cannot mean that the poor had been
denied the privileges of worship and re-
liglous culture. The most truly devout
and pious people of the land were
largely among the poor. Preaching the
Gospel to the poor meant literally the
biinging of “geod tidings” to the poor,
as the Revised Version renders it.
What were the good tidings? If it
meant merely the hope of recompense
in amother life for all that is suffered
here, it would have been an unsatisfying
message. The good tidings meant the
preaching of the Kingdom of God,—the
kingdom of righteousness and love. The
Kingdom in its sure outworking guaran-
tees to the poor release from all oppres-
sion and wrong, and secures for them
equal rights in the necessaries and com-
forts of life. It carried hope to that
larger class ol poor who are made so by
the selfishness and injustice of their fel-
low-men. The essence of this ‘“‘good
tidings,” then, was the promise of the
coming reign of righteousness and love,
when all poverty, except that elemental
poverty which {s bound up in human
weakness, shali be forever abolished.

We enquire next, Did the teaching of
Jesus throughout His ministry bear out
this announcement of His programme?
In that great charter of the Kingdom,
the Sermon on the Mount, we find love
and righteousness to be the substance of
its teaching. The first beatitude is
** Bleased are the poor in spirit,” accord-
ing to Matthew (Matt. 5: 3); but Luke,
the practical reporter, gives it simply
** Blessed are the poor.” (Luke 6: 20.)
The poor are not always poor in spirit,
nor are the rich necessarily lacking in
this virtue. But wealth usually gives
that rense of self-sufficlency which pre-
vents true poverty of spirit. As a spiri-
tual quality it means that humility
which begets kinship with the low'lest of
our kind. It is common amongst the
poor, and rare amongst the rich. So
through all the beatitudes, the virtues
commended are but inflections of love.
When love rules in the affairs of men,
the poor will not have to ask for their
rights. Here, too, Jesus says, ‘ ‘Except
your righteousness shall exceed the
righteousness of the Scribes and Phari-
sees ve shall in no case enter into the
Kingdom of God.” (Matt. 5: 20.) The
Scribes and Pharisees were not only the
people who assumed superior plety, but
they were also among the prosperous
classes, and yet Jesus says of them:
‘' Ye tithe mint and anise and cum-
min, and have omitted the weightier
matters of the law, judgment, mercy and
faith.” (Matt. 23: 23.) So Jesus’ fol-
lowers must not only be faithful in re-
liglons observances, but must practise
Jjustice; mercy and love amongst men.
If we study such expressions as * Love
your enemies,” “ Lay not up for your-
selves treasure upon the earth,” ‘' Ye
cannot serve God and Mammon,” * Seek
ye first the Kingdom of God and His
righteousuess,” ‘ Whatsoever ye would
that men should do to you, do ye also
unto them,” which occur in this sermon,
we cannot fail to see that the emphasis
of his teachi was upon r
in the social relations of men. If these
prineiples were generally recognized and
obeyed it would certainly bring in an
earthly heaven to the poor.

If we glance over the parables of our
Lord we see that they bear out this in-
terpretation. The parables of the lost
sheep, the lost coin and the lost boy,
(Luke 15) show the Inherent worth of
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our humanity, and lay upon us the obli-
gation to exhaust every resource to save
the lost ones. Wrapped up in such
efforts will always be found some posi-
tive duty to institute righteousness.
The parable of the wedding feast (Matt.
22: 1-14) is a direct appeal to give our
chief attention to the neglected classes
of humanity and suggests that among
the poor will be found the greatest re-
sponse to Divine invitations. The par-
able of the good Samaritan (Luke 10:
25-37) establishes our responsibility for
everyone in need to whowm it is possible
for us to minister. In the parable of
the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16:
18-31), the Master {llustrates how riches
may dry up the finer sympathies of our
rature, whilst among the destitute and
wretched are some of His noblest saints.
The vivid picture of the future estate of
these two is a vindication of the righte-
ous government of God. Justice denied
in this world will be requited in the next.
All this teaching puts poverty in a new
light, as well as gives new valuation to
despited types of humanity.

What was Christ’s attitude to the
poor? Our answer Is sympathy and fel-
lowship, ag well as charity for those to
whom poverty is inevitable. For these
there is, too, the “good tidings" of hea-
venly recompense, But for the poor who
are made £0 by human selfishness and
wrong, the “good tidings” is not only
the promise of a day when the brother-
hood of man will be established, but it
involves our personal consecration to
secure the rights of men. Only when it
is the privilege of all to have their legiti-
mate share of God’s bounties, and to en-
joy enough freedom from earthly cares
to enable them to qualify for the respon-
eibilities and privileges of a larger life
to come, can we say, * The Kingdom of
Heaven s at hand!"

What Would Jesus Do?

T am grieved with an indignation
which I dare not express to the full when
I hear preachers and church members
auoting the example of our Lord in sup-
port of the use of distilled liquors,
which were not invented until the
twelfth century. If our Lord were in
London or New York to-day, face to face
with our present drinking customs; if
He were here In person as He is in
spirit, listening to the eries of orphans
and widows; if He could see how the best
portions of our civilization are im-
rerilled by those who fieece the poor and
sell to them strong drink, I believe, on
my soul, that He would again, as He
did of old, knot up the whip of small
cords, and purge the Church, shall I say
from taieves? Yes, I will apply that
term to the whiskey ring. He would
purge the Church of moderate drinking,
and in doing that He would only be giv-
ing efficacy to the texts—* It is good
neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine,
nor anything whereby thy brother
stumbleth, or is offended, or 1s mad:
weak."” “ Lead us not into temptation,
“Have no fellowship with the unfruit-
fnl worke of darkness,” *“ Do not drink
wine, that ye may put difference between
holy and unholy,” * If meat maketh my
brother to offend, I will eat no meat
while the world standeth.” He would
knot up His whip of small cords, and
use them in the name of those secular
prineiples to which I have appealed—
the necessity of temperance as a battle-
ment to keep bloodguiltiness from the
roof of the new house civilization is
building in giving large and sometimes
unlimited political power to the people.
Jaseph Cook.

O thou invisible spirit of wine! if
thou hast no name to be known by, let
ns call thee devil —Shakespeare.
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John—the Apostolic Divine

REV. J. H. McARTHUR, 8.T.D.

John, the Son of a Fisherman. There
were four persons in the family of John,
whose names are known to us; himself,
his brother James, his father Zebedee,
and his mother, Salome. This family
was in partnership with the family of
Peter and Andrew, and plied their trade
as fishermen on Lake Galilee. Fishing
was probably very lucrative at that
time. Among the apostles there were at
least four who were in the business.
John's family seems to have enjoyed a
certain competency, inasmuch as Zebe-
dee was able to employ hire-laborers,
and Salome is ranked among the women
who accompanied Jesus in His journeys,
and ministered to Him and to the twelve
of their substance, while John Is said to
have had a house of his own into which
he received the Mother of our Lord.

John, the Beloved Disciple. John was in
all probability the unnamed disciple of
John the Baptist who, with Andrew, be-
gan to follow Jesus in Bethany beyond
the Jordan. Hence these two became
the first disciples of our Lord.

John is referred to several times as
“the disciple whom Jesus loved.” He
wae one of seven who witnessed the sec-
ond miraculous draught of fishes after
the resurrection of our Lord. He was
one of the four who witnessed the heal-
ing of Peter's mother-in-law, and the
first miraculous draught of fishes. He
belonged to the inner circle of three who
were admitted to scenes in the life of
our Lord of which they alone were wit-
nesses, as the raising of Jairus' daugh-
ter, the transfiguration of our Lord, and
the agonizing prayer in the garden. He
was one of the two who were charged
with the secret mission of preparing the
last Passover. He was the privileged
one who was permitted while at supper
to recline on the Master’s bosom. He
alone was apprized by Jesus of the trait-
or's identity, He was the chosen one
to whom our Lord entrusted the care of
His mother at the time of His death.
It i8 very clear that he is rightly re-
ferred to as “the disciple whom Jesus
loved."

The love which the Master had for
him John reciprocated. He alone stood
by Jesus through the dark and danger-
ous hours of his trial and death. (Com-
pare Matt. 26: 56; John 18: 15; 19-26.)
He, too, was the first of the disciples to
reach the sepulchre after the announce-
ment of the resurrection was made by
Mary of Magdala; though Peter, coming
after, with characteristic boldness, was
the first to enter the empty tomb.

What was it in John that made him
the favorite with the Lord? It was not
because he was one of the two who were
the first to become His disciples, nor be-
cause he may have been the youngest
of the twelve, nor because of the amia-
bility and gentleness of his nature. Art-
iste have plctured him as a gentle spirit,
almost to the point of effeminacy. But
this Is hardly consistent with his charac-
ter as a Son of Thunder. Jesus’ love
for John was due not so much to any
sweetness of temperament as to quick-
ness and depth of insight which enabled
him to understand the Master better
than his companions. The evidence of
this 18 found in his writings. To his
spiritual insight into his Master's teach-
ing must be added his native modesty.
He is not a talker like Peter; only three
short sayings are attributed to him in
his Gospel. He is the first disciple to
reach the empty tomb, but his modesty
and reverence prevent him from being
the first to enter it. He Is the first of
the fishing crew to recognize the Master
as He stands u the shore, but his
modesty and good judgment prevent him

from jumping into the water to meet
Him.

Jesus knew what was In man, and it
is because of what He saw in John that
He made him His favorite disciple.

John, the S8on of Thunder. John and his
brother James were surnamed by our
Lord, Boanerges, i.c., Sons of Thunder.
This title suggests a vehemence of spirit,
an intensity of nature, and a command-
ing zeal for the Master. They joined
with their mother in asking for the high-
est place in the kingdom of their Lord;
they declared that they were willing to
drink of the cup that He drank, and to
be baptized with the baptism that He
was baptized with; they rebuked one
who cast out demons in their Lord's
name because he did not belong to their
company; and they sought, Blijah-like,
to call down fire from heaven upon a
Samaritan village which had rejected
their Lord. There are also certain tra-
Gitions regarding John's later life, which
reveal him in like character. On one
occasion, it is sald, that upon entering
an oriental bathhouse, he found himself
under the same roof as Cerinthus, an
arch-heretic; and fearing lest in the
vengeance of God, the roof should fall
upon them, he suddenly rushed out of
the building. Again, it {s said that hav-
ing inquired of a certain bishop concern-
ing a young convert whom he had en-
trusted to his care, and having learned
that he had fallen away from the
Church and had become the leacder of a
band of robbers, he censured the bishop
for the neglect of his charge and ran
off, in spite of his age, into the moun-
tains In search of this bandit and sue-
ceeded in reclaiming him for Christ.

John, the Christian Phiiosopher. ‘“‘Paul
and John,” says Findlay, “are the two
magter minds of the New Testament, Of
all men that ever lived these two best
understood Jesus Christ.” John, like
Peter, had a fire in his nature, but it was
a fire kindled and fed by deep thought,
and hence less easily cooled. He did not
have the same power of Initiative as
Peter, but he was more contemplative
and more cautious. He was less a man
of action and more a man of thought.
The more he contemplated on the Person
of his Lord, the more he loved Him,
and the more he loved Him the more he
contemplated. He was, without ques-
tion, the best interpreter of our Lord's
Person and Mission. It was eminently
fitting that in the providence of God
he should remain with the Church after
the other apostles had been translated,
so that he might teach the truths of the
Person of Jesus in opposition to the
false doctrines that had aiready sprung
up in the Church.

Two opposite schools of false teachers
had already risen up in John's lifetime.
The one asserted that Jesus was only
divine and not human, that he was a
man only in appearance and not in real-
ity. Against this teaching John asserts
that the Word was made flesh in reality,
that He dwelt among us, and that we
have handled Him with our hands and
seen Him with our eyes. (John 1: 14;
1 John 1:1-3.) The other school denied
that Jesus was divine, but asserted that
He was only human. In refutation of
this teaching John wrote his Gospel in
order, as he says, “that ye may belleve
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that belleving ye might have life in
His name.” (John 20: 31.)

To John Jesus was the Incarnation
of Life, Light and Love, These three
words are fundamental in his theology.

John, a Pillar in the Church. This was
Paul's estimate of him. (Gal. 2: 9.)
In the earller chapters of the Acts we

March, 1912—14

find John assoclated with Pahr in lay-
ing the of the

Church. What a splendid Dlll‘. 80 much
allke aud yet so different; the one sup-
plying what the other lacked, each add-
ing strength to the other.

In later years John fell heir to the
labors of Paul in the Ephesian District.
While Bishop of Ephesus, he was exiled
to the Isle of Patmos, where he wrote
the Book of Revelation, which is ad-
dressed to the churches of Asia over
which he held jurisdiction. John's day
for leadership had come, and it was an
important day. Paul had gone, Peter
had gune, all the other apostles had
gone, John alone was left. The Church
was paseing through a crisis in her doe-
trinal life. Heresy was rampant. To
John was committed the important task
of guiding the Church safely through
this crisis, a task which Peter could not
have done so well. Peter, by his preach-
ing of Jesus, laid the foundations of the
Christian Church, while John, by his
lmultlve lnterpreutlon of Jesus and his

lons secure

against all ltlul

League Contests

This is what an experienced Leaguer
has to say about Contests, and the way
to conduct them:—

“Divide your Soclety into two sections,
the Reds and the Blues, each side having
a leader. The contest is to laet say from
January till May, with the understanding
that the losing side will give a soclal to
the winning side.

Six points are to be considered:—1. The
regular league meeting. 2. The mid-week
prayer meeting. 3. The monthly business
meeting. 4. The regular monthly pay-
ment of y money. 6. O i
subscriptions for the Epworth Ema. 6.
Gain in membership.

Rules.—1. The color having the largest
number of prayer meetings and business
meetings will gain a mark for each. 2.
The color obtaining the most new mem-
bere will receive a mark. 3. The ulot

1 or new

the EpworTe Ema will receive a mnl.
4. If the number of the two colors is equal
each will receive a mark. 5. To be count-
ed as present the members must be in at-
tendance not later than ten minutes after
the time for the meeting to begin. 6.
Missionary money must be paid regularly
and systematically.

Make two charts to hang up on the wall
of the League room, one tied with red
ribbon, the other with blue. When a side
gains a point make a mark on its chart
with a colored pencil corresponding to the
color of its gide.

Those who have tried similar contests
have found them to work admi
terest has been aroused, and prevailed un-
til the last business meeting. The above
contest may be of benefit along several
lines, New members may be added to your
Soclety. Before the contest, members who
have been careless about the payment ol
missionary money, may learn to
regular and systematic. League mnt.lul
and prayer meetings may be better at-
tended. Few of our young wph.
especially the officers of our Leagues will
be without their paper the EpwortH ERA.
At first some may attend for the sake of
being counted, but if the meetings are

and are ey

will come for the help derived from the
il ‘While the ti in
number they should also increase in
quality, for there will be those attending
talents burled, will begin

help of others. Try it!"”

More are drowned in the wine-cup
than in the sea. Proverb.

rably. In- '
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Literary Evenings in the Epworth League

W. HOWIB, MASSIE, OnT.

HE Epworth League is essentially

a training ground for all kinds

of Christian service. It is not

for Leaguers to discuss the relative

value of departments, but to make each

department count for the most toward

the accomplishment of the end for which
all exist.

To our speclal care has been com-
mitted the work of the literary side of
League life. In no other section of
League service have we such a wide
field, nor so large a variety of material
at hand.

Too much of our literary work has
been done in a vague or general way,
and consequently has left no definite
or permanent impression. Our aim is
not so much to provide entertainment
as to encourage, cultivate, and develop
latent literary talent. To help in this
let me suggest a few lines of procedure
in addition to the regular monthly meet-
ings that should be held regularly in
overy League. Or some of the features
that follow may be included in the re-
gular programme from month to month.

ESSAY CONTESTS.

These will be held, first, in all the
local Leagues, and afterwards in the
District League, as may be arranged
by the Third Vice-President.

Each League is to conduct its own
contest, and the winners in the local
societies will compete in another, cover-
ing the whole District. The contests
should be open to all (except school
teachers), in order to encourage the
younger members in all the Leagues to
take part. The subjects may be left
to the writers entirely, or a number of
topics may be suggested by the com-
mittee, from which choice is to be
made. The judging of the essays may
be left to a competent committee or
voted on by the whole meeting to which
they are read. The prize essay in each
League is entered in the larger District
contest, ard dealt with there as may be
arranged. Members of the local
Leagues who write nothing should be
fined 5 cents each, and with the money
thus collected the book prize for the
winner may be purchased. An entrance
fee of 25 cents from each League com-
peting in the District contest may be
collected, and from this fund the prize
for the winning essayist of the District
may be bought. All this will be very
simple when put into practice, and
should be a unifying force in the District
League.

INVITATION CONTEST.

Ask your members to prepare as neat-
ly outlined and as attractively worded
invitations as they can, for your next
Literary evening. Give a prize for the
most attractive one, if you like; but,
whether or not, have the best, delivered
personally or mailed to your Iinvited
guests for the occasion. If your mem-
bers enter into this contest heartily you
will likely see some artistic and attrac-
tive * drawing cards' among the lot,
and the latent artistic talent of your
members will be somewhat developed.

MEMORIZATION EVENING.

Have a programme when not a book
will be opened or a paper read by any-
one from first to last. Everything from
beginning to end is to be recited. This

OTE.—Mr., Howle is 3rd Vlne-Pruldenl
o! the Owen Sound District Le: and

early in the year issued a clrculu Iener to
all the ice-Presidents in his territory.
From this ave selected the following as

being of universal Interest and containing
m{lw suggestions that may be put Into
orce anywhere,—ED.)

means work; but what can we have that
is worth having without it? And if we
waken up to the value of some of these
new ideas we will add to our store of
permanent good results, and have some-
thing of value to show at the end of the
year.

How is it to be done? Announce a
few weeks ahead the hymns to be sung,
the Scripture to be recited, the poem to
be memorized, or whatever you may de-
cide to use. Or allot to various members
the parts you desire them to take in
the programme. Or divide the League
into two sides with two members of the
Literary Committee as captains, and
have them select a given number of
pleces for memorization and use. Each
captain may distribute these as may be
mutually arranged, probably one to each
member to start with. Let the sides sit
apart, and the captain of one side will
call for any plece on the list from the
opposite side; and so on turn about
until the contest is settled. Let each
member stand as the recitation is given.

THE TROPHIES OF IN-
TEMPERANCE

“ZLike the skulls which & savage
oarries at his girdle, or sets up onm

Marks may be given for every plece cor-
rectly rendered, or a fine of 5 cents may
be imiposed for every plece that is faulty
or incorrect.

Or you might start with a smaller con-
test after the fashion of the old-time
spelling match. This would not require
80 many pleces, but each member must
know the whole piece, because he might
be required to quote any verse, Fallure
in this case might mean a 1 cent fine.
For such an exercise the following are a
few of an almost endless variety of suit-
able pieces. From the Scriptures take
such Psalms as 1, 19, 23, 27, 34, 90,
Ilb 145; Isa. 40; Matt. 5: 1-11; Rom.

1 Cor 13; lnd from the poeu such
buuliful
* Psalm of Life," * The Brldue" “'l‘he
Builders,” “ Th- Ladder of St. Augus-
tine,” “ The Chiidren’s Hour,” or * The
Arrow and the Song.” In the same way
the books of the Bible in order may
be memorized, and the travels of St.
Paul be clearly outlined and set in the
mind. The plan is capable of varied
application,
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STUDY OF LITERATURE.
Arrange with some capable person to
conduct the League intelligently through
some great poem that is full of human

interest. Such a poem as Gray's
“ Elegy,” Wordsworth's * Michael,” or
4 canto from Scott's *“ Lady of the

Lake,” will always be appropriate. One
person might do all the reading, or it
might be a better exercise to have differ-
ent ones take allotted parts. But some
measure of analytical study is desired
to make the meaning of the author clear
and the teaching intelligible. If only
a part of your League actually takes
part in this you will find it well worth
while, and the rost who sit and listen
will profit by the exercise. Even the
reading of the masterpleces will be edu-
cative and uplifting.
MUSIC.

This most excellent sphere of service.
falls also under our Department. Surely
we can do something to introduce new
music and elevate the general character
of the singing in our League meetings.
If possible you might have a choir; at
least you may have a leader who shall
help develop expression, If nothing
more, in our singing exercises. A pre-
liminary Song Service each evening or
twice a month, will be beneficial if en-
tered into with earnestness and zest.
The addition of one good chorus like
The Epworth League Hymmn printed a
few months ago in Thue Ega, will go a
long way to remove dulness from the
meetings. And if you can utilize the
musical talents of your boys and girls
in some unusual way occasionally, you
will do them good as well as enliven
up the programme. Do not be afrald
of mouth-organs, violins, accordeons,
flutes, or even of a lin whistle, if the
performer can handle it well. Use all
you have for the betterment of the
whole and for the glory of God.

OTHER LINES OF WORK.

Every Third Vice-President should
write to the District Third Vice-Presi-
dent, telling of the work undertaken,
and this District officer may, with ad-
vantage to all, arrange for these reports
to be distributed throughout the Dis-
trict. In this way genera! and gentle
stimulus is applied. The older lines of
local programmes, debates, lectures,
plays, readings, musicales, lives of poets,
and varied * entertainments,” we must
continue to use to good effect, remem-
bering that as we develop individual u|<
ent in our bers are we i
ing what the Department stands l’or

But plan is worth little unless you
work it. You must put your best
thought, time, energy, and talent into
it if you are to get best results out
of it. Programmes, no matter how good
they seem on paper, will not run them-
selves, It takes will, patience, tact,
and a lot of other things to make a good
programme. It means work, work, work;
but that i what we are here for. Let
us do it. and do it together,

Temperance and labor are the two real
physicians of man.—Rosseau.

TRAIN BEARERS FOR KING ALCOHOL!
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Methodist Home Missions in New Territory

REV. DR. J. H. McARTHUR, Erix, OxT,

THE VIFLD DESCRIBED.

“ HE most extensive fleld of Mis-
T sionary work under the Home
Department of Missions is
among the English-speaking people of
the Dominion and Newfoundland.” Dur-
ing the past year there were 682 mis-
sions and 676 missionaries among this
class of our population. Mo:. of these
missions are in the more recently settled
parts of ur Dominion; that is, in New
Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Al-
berta and British Columbia.

In New Ontario the missionaries are
following the miners to their new mining
camps and seeking to minister to their
gpiritnal wants.

In Manitoba very little new territory
is being opened up, so that this Confer-
ence, so far as her domestic missions
are concerned, may almost be classed as
one of the clder Conferences, The
amount contributed to the funds of the
Missionary Society by the Manitoba Con-
ference last year was nearly double
what it received in the form of grants.

The work in Saskatchewan is growing
rapidly. There were 27 new missions
formed in this Conference last year. At
this rate of progress it would only take
six years to create a new Conference
containing 162 circuits and missions.

In Alterta there is likewise a great
and open door for missionary work.
There are 155 missions in this Confer-
ence now; and the opening up of the
great Peace River Country, 450 miles
north of Edmonton, will afford multi-
plying opportunities for mission work
for years to come. In these two last-
ramed Conferences there were built last
year 39 new parsonages and 47 churches.

In British Columbia the outlook is
very encouraging. In the calendar year
1910, there settled in this Province 51,-
152 immigrants, besides a number who
came from the other Provinces of the
Dominfon. The situation created by
the large influx of population in the
variong Provinces will tax the resources
of the Church.

A PAYING INVESTMENT.

While an Intelligent man would
scarcely now ask, * Do missions pay?”
there are many, perhaps the most of us,
who do not know just how well missions
do pay When we are considering mis-
sions from a monetary standpoint we are
occupying the lowest possible ground.
Yet it is worth our while to consider
missions from all points of view. All
men are desirous of making safe and
profitable investments. Consider, there-
fore, a few facts:

In the year 1901 the Misslonary So-
clety of our Church invested $21,000 in
mission work in the Manitoba and
Northwest Conference (the territory
now comprised within the three Confer-
ences of Manitoba, Baskatchewan and
Alherta). Let uns suppose that this in-
vestment was of the nature of deben-
tures to be paid in ten years, ie., in
1611, Then we find from the Mission-
ary Report that these three Prairie
Conferences paid back to the Missionary
Soclety the sum of $89.000, which is
equal to $21,000, the cost of the deben-
tures, together with $68,000 interest on
the same for ten years. Hence this
proved to be a paying investment, did
it'not? It is better than a man can do
in any of the stock markets of the
world.

Or, supposing that the money spent
in the Northwest Misslons was of the
pature of a permanent investment, then
the amount of annual income recelved

by the Missionary Society would be re-
garded as interest on the investment,
Last year the interest on the investments
of the past turned over to the Mission-
ary Society under the liead of income
amounted to $89,000 from ihe three
Prairie Conferences alone. Very good
interest indeed; but as the years go by
oven this amount, so large as it seems,
will be many times doubled and quad-
rupled. After the lapse of a few decades
the money expended on our Northwest
miesions will gradually grow less, while
the income frem that source will gradu-
ally grow more. And then, for centuries
vet to come, large dividends and accrued
profits will pour into the treasuries of
the Miseionary Society, with compara-
tively little outlay for the support of
the work. The whole field will in time
be practically self-sustaining. In the
West new missions rapidly spring up,
and speedily become self
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The Strong Young Man
The following article erlllﬂ by Bisho
Brent of the l!hlllpnlnn Island: Ku ’
freely distributed among the oun[ men cl
the Toronto East District by the enterpris-
ln‘ Fourth VIco—I’rum‘nt of the District,
A P whose capable leadership
In lln- (Itlunlnlv Department is producing
splendid results, }mnn we want strong
Young men, we print Mr. Brace's leaflet,
and commend his enur rise. Why cannot
every Distriet Fourth Vice do somethin|
similar to stimulate tha young men o
Canadian Methodlsm to such strength?
Follow the lead.—Ed.

“Strength is not given us for self-
gratification, but for use in service. Ser-
vice ought always to be superior to sal-
ary. Master workers can never be ade-
quateiy paid for their labor. Their ser-
vice s priceless, and in that respect is
like God's wine and milk that can be
hought only without money and without
price, The world does not contain
cnough wealth to pay for what one good
man has done. We cannot associate the
thought of payment with a great service
without feeling that we have been gullty
of an irreverence. What salary could

For a while they receive grants from the
funds of the Missionary Society, but in
an incredibly short time they are not
only “off the fund,” but are contributing
their share to the support of other new
misefons that are being formed.

INVEST) AND DIVIDENDS.

‘What are we investing in our Home
Migsionary Work, and what do we expeci
to receive in the way of dividends?

Consider first the nature of our invest
ments, We have spoken of money, but
this is not the whole, but rather the
minor part of our Investments. There is
the Investment of prayer. We have not
yet learned the value of intercessory
prayer. The missionary on the field
neede our money, but he needs our pray-
ers more. We have not done our whole
duty when we have simply given of our
money, for our money in order to be of
the highest value must be accompanied
by our prayers. There is further the
investmant of ecnsecrated lives, One man
gives his life to the clearing and the
creating of a farm, another to the estah-
lishing of a business, another to the per-
fecting of an invention, and another to
the amassing of a fortune. No purpose
is more worthy of a man with his God-
given powers than the giving of his life
for the building up of God's Kingdom.
And for this purpose he has golden op-
portunities in the virgin sofl of this
Dominion

Consider, secondly, the natur: of our
dividends.. . This will consist in part of
money, as has already been indicated.
The consecrated money poured into the
treasuries of the Church for the various
purposes of her work in extending God's
Kingdom will be one kind of dividend.
Another kind of dividend will consist in
the teus of th ds of strong C: {
citizens that have been developed and
matured by the misslonary efforts of the
Chnreh.  And yet another dividend will
consist in the devoted body of men and
women whose iives are consecrated to the
service of God. All these dividends will
he paid to the Church as a reward for
her missicnary effort in our home land.
Meny other dividends, too, will be paid,
some nf which we may not recelve till
we have passed into the Church Tri-
umphant,

‘What Investments are we as leaguers
making in this work? The opportuni-
ties and regponsibilities of our new
country constitute a call for more liberal
congecrated givings; for more fervent
prayer, and for larger numbers of conse-
crated workers to enter the mission fleld
in our home land. How many of us
hear, and how many of us will obey one
or all of these three calls?

pay a Shak are or a Lincoln for the
product of his life? What would he a

+ fair remuneration for the work that St.

Paul wrought? Such a proposition is
unthinkible. We shrink from it. The
kind of labor that the world stands in
need of is that which society, not the
worker, recognizes to pe beyond price.
Every strong young man may give it.

Sentimentality has sometimes tended
to blur the incomparabie virility of
Jesus, touching His character with an
effeminacy that is foreign to Him. Look
at Him in the splendor of His human
body, with a mind that has never had a
cival, at whose sayings the wisdom of
the ages hds kindled, whose character,
even in its untranslated, antique setting
has power to make young men, forget-
ting all but the single thought that
He calls them, fling their lives at His
feet with the abandon of a lover offering
himself to a bride. He is still the Strong
Young Man, with eyes like a flame of
fire, called away from earth in the per-
fection of His yonthful strength that
youth might be forever enthroned in
heaven; and yet His hair is white as
snow, for He carries in His bosom the
experience of the human race, so that
whosoever goes to Him goes with the
confidence that He understands. It is
He who calls young men to build
up their strength and to con-
serve it under the benediction of His
laws. It is He who challenges them to
use it with holdness against the wicked-
ness of our day in behalf of the weak
and oppressed according to the bidding
of His will. The fate of the world de-
pends from generation to generation on
the strong voung man glorying in his
strength.”

Said a bystander to a workingman
speaker at an open-air meeting: ‘“When
I have my beer T feel strong enough to
knock a house down.”

And the speaker retorted: ‘ Through
my leaving off beer T have been able to
put a honse up.”—~8elected.

Prize Essays

1. Competition open to all! For the
best essay on the general subject,
“* Sports for young Canadians,'’ not ex-
ceading 1,500 words, and received by
the Editor by April 1st, any $5 worth
ol books will be glven.

2. Competition open to any person
under 20 years of age. For the best
essay on the same subject, not longer
than 1,000 werds, and received by the
Editor by April 1st, any $3 worth of
books will be given,

Winners may choose their own books!
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WEEKLY TOPIC CALENDAR

WITH SUGGESTIONS BY THE EDITOR

#*

MAR. 17.—~GREAT HYMN WRITERS:
ISAAC WATTS. Ps. 27,

Make a speclalty of the article written
by Miss Rogers and printed on a preced-
ing page. Ensure its being read person-
ally by as many of your members as you
can persvade to study it. It is well
worthy of careful perusal by every one.
Arrange that at your meeting different
ones shall be prepared to give the main
facts of his life, and the chief charac-
teristics of his hymns. This will afford
ample scope for two good papers or
essays. In addition, set a number of
your voung people to work on our
Church Hymn Book, in this way: Have
them separately count up the number of
Watts' hymns that are printed in it,
and then write out a list of the ones
mogt used amorg you. Let them also
prepare a list of the half dozen of his
hymns which they esteem the most
highly. Let the Music Committee have
these lists as tead, and from them tabu-
late tho half dozen that receive the
largest pvmber of votes. When these
are listed, etart a conversation as to why
they are so esteemed. This will draw
out many and varied tributes prompted
by personal experience. Sing none but
Watts’ hymns in your meeting, and
refresh thke memories of your young
reople by having some of these read
verse by verse in concert, before being
sung. All this you will find both pleas-
ent and instructive, and better, a hun-
dred times better, than to have any one
person give a lecture or address on the
immortal Hymn-writer and his hymns,

MARCH 24.—CHRIST'S ATTITUDE TO
THE POOR. Matt. 25: 41-46.

To the Leader: Study Dr. Scott's
article thoroughly yourself first, and
then divide it somewhat after the fol-
lowing order, to be dealt with, each sub-
topic in turn, by as many persons as you
bave divisions,

1. What two classes of poor have we,
and how may we discriminate between
them? Explain Mark 14: 7 in the light
of to-day.

2. In what sense was Jesus poor, and
to what extent did He live among poor
people? How are we to understand
Luke 9: 58?

3. Recount some Incidents showing
that Jesus valued more highly the gifts
of the poor than the attentions of the
rich, What did He ever prize as of
greatest worth?

4. How did he understand His mis-
slon, and how are we to interpret His
words when He commenced His work?
(Luke 4. 18, ete.) What is to be under-
stood to-day by preaching the Gospel to
the poor?

5. Distinguish between poverty of
earthly circumstance and of inward pur-
pose and spicit. Are riches always an
encumbrance® Is poverty, as generally
understood, an ald to virtue, or the re-
verse? Why do you reason so?

6. In practical Christian philanthro-
py, which is the greater good, to relieve
distress or seek to remove the cause
producing it? Can we do both? If so,
how?

7. Is indigcriminate almsgiving ad-
visable? If not, how would you help the
pcor?

8. How far and in what way do exist-
ing conditions in the industrial and com-
mercial worlds tend to the increase of a
pauper class?

9. What in your judgment are the
most fruitful causes of poverty in Can-
ada to-day? How can they be removed”

MARCH ?1-—ANNUAL REVIEW' See
programme elsewhere in this issue
for suggesied outline of procedure,

APRIL 7—S8TUDIES IN NEW TESTA-

MENT CHARACTERS: JOHN.
1 John 2: 12-17,
Dr. McArthur has given an outline

that may be easily and naturally fol-
lowed, step by step. Five different per-
song should ve chosen to restate his
article. To the first will be given a
study of 8t. John's home, family, busi-
ness connections, and the general char-
acteristics of the fishing industry of our
Loerd’s Day. Some attention should be
paid to the Sea of Galilee and its en-
virons in this relation. A second person
should describe under what cireum-
stances John became a disciple of Jesus,
how he was regarded by the Master, why
these feelings toward him came about,
how they were developed, and In what
ways shown. An analysis of loveable-
ness as esteemed by Jesus might profit-
ably follow. The third has a wide field
of study, showing how the sterner quali-
tie: of the Apostle were manifested and
why they baurst forth, Examine the
popular conception of love as a sweet
tentimental regard, and ask how far it
should really prompt herolc bravery and
wuswerving lovalty in relation to and on
behalf of its ohject. Are lcve and sever-
ity compatible? The fourth person will
find a flue opportunity to point out the
cheracteristics of some of the chief
apostles, both in themselves, in relation
to Christ, and in practical Christian Lea-
dership. The fifth may show how all of
John's labors are reproduced in the
Church, not only of his day, but even
In ours; and the permanency of these
because of his supreme and unswerving
loyalty to Chriet,—the test and proof of
Christiavity in all ages.

APRIL 14.—METHODIST HOME MIS-
SIONS IN NEW TERRITORY.
Deut. 11: 7-25.

How would it do to select five per-
sons to describe the fleld generally desig-
nated as Home Missions by our Church?
Of course, there are many mission sta-
ticns in the older Provinces of the East
and in Newfoundland; but in order to
show the expansion nnd growth of our
work, lay
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An Optional Programme for
Your Citizenship Meeting

REV. W. E. B. JAMES, M.A,

The following is a clipping from a
recent paper:—

FORTY THOUSAND CADETS TO TRAIN,

ttaw ec. 31.—Forty thousand Cana-
dian schoolboys will go into training ecamps
next July for military instruction. Bellev-
ing that on the careful and pru&)er develop-
ment of the cadet system pends the
future strength and efficiency of the Cana-
dian militia, Col. the Hon. Sam Hughes has
worked out a comprehensive plan of train-
ing, which has been approved by the Gov-
ernment. The cadets will train during the
holiday season at regimental or district
headquarter camps, being given a week o
instruction under school l(-m‘herl or
fied non-commissioned officers or officers
now in the service. Camps will be organ-
i at central points, such as county
towns, the cadets being provided with um-
forms, tents and complete an auulplnsnt,
provision for which will f’ ed in the
estimates. An advisory board of the prin-
cipal officers in the various cities will sup-
ervise the v\olk and meet at times during
the year in Ottawa. Bach school or muni-
cipulity will be invited m send a local de-
tachment to camp. 8t camps  will
be devoted to lnl(ruulon In military and
physical drill and scouting.

Open the meeting with two verses of
hymns 167, 165, 188. Sentence prayers
from many leaguers for civic and politi-
cal officers, boys and girls in industry.

Hymn 64. Read Joshua 1: 1-18
Hymn 435

Debate, Kesolved, that the proposal
of the Minister of Militia is in the best
interests of Canada.’’

Suggested arguments: —

AFFIRMATIVE,

1. Discipline Is necessary to the
youth,

2. All boys should have physical
training.

3. In view of the fear of war with
Germany, we must have an army.

4. We cannot get soldiers unless we
train our boys to like it.

5. War is necessary to develop the
manly and courageous side of men.

6. The Bible speaks of being a good
soldier.

7. The boys llke war, drill and camp-

ing.
8. It will develop prowess and patriot-

sm.
9..The Government thinks it best.
NEGATIVE.
1. Challenge every point taken by
the afiirmative,
2. War is murder and so unchristian.
3. The Boy Scouts can give all neces-
sary training, physical and military.
4. Only the service of Jesus and work-
ing for Him will develop true manhood.
5. The money spent on war would
build all our colleges, support all our

the
named in the article of Dr. McArthur.
The first part of his treatment makes
this very easy. And would it not be a
good plan to have a blackboard so ruled
that for cach province named the main
facts could be given In proper columns?
In this way the young people will more
readlly learn and be more apt to remem-
ter what they both hear and see. Then,
when the Field has been examined, ask
whether all that has been done for it
in the past has really paid the Church,
and 1f it has, how and to what exent?
That will legically leaa up to a consider-
ation of present needs and responsibil-
ity. The leader should not fail to point
out that what we have to-day is the re-
sult of missionary labor in the past, and
that for what we have thus received as
the fruit of se!f-denial by missionaries
of a past generation, we must in honor
pey by our gifts and labors for another
generation still coming on. As former

workerg for God pioneered from the
EKast, so must we proceed Westward and
Northward, till the whole land is pos-
sessed for God

build all our hospitals, and
largely do away with all our poverty.

. long as men are willing to be
soldiers armies will be possible. Let
us 8o train our boys that the Govern-
ment will not be able to get any men
to kill our brothers of another country.

7. The Government is mistaken. TIf
it is resolved that there will be no war
there will not be any.

8. The Bible belleves in missionaries,
not soldiers.

9. This Is only the thin edge of the
wedge of militarism.

10. It should be opposed by
peace-loving man or woman,

every

LAST CALL!

The B oﬂlnmnnlmy
lohool-'ot Toronto Conference
reminded of th

Dll"id ld!h ol
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Junior Topics

MARCH 31.-SBAMUEL CROWTHER.
Matt, 11: 28-30.

A hundred years ago English ships
carrled and exported slaves annually.
But after u patlent and prayerful agita-
tlon for some years, an Act of Parlia-
ment was passed whereby the fetters
fell from the slave on English ground.

Between the western arm of the Niger
River and the sea coust of Africa lies
the country of the Yoruba people, who
have guffered perhaps more than other
tribes from the crueities of the slave-
trade. From this people God called one
to specially lubor for Him,

From the humblest source, and with
lowly beginnings, the career of Bishop
Crowther commenced to unfold. In
1821 a war waged in the Yoruba coun-
try and by a Mohammedan Foulah tribe
many of the Inhabitants were taken cap-
tive and terribly abused. A little boy
named Adfal was torn from his mother
and exchanged for a horse, and finally
sold to a Mohammedan woman, who in
turn sold him to some Portuguese trad-
ers, The boat In which they were
chained was pursued by a British man-
of-war, and the slave dealers captured
and punished, while the human cargo
was tnken to a place of safety at Bath-
urst, in Africa. Little Adjal was sent
to a Church of England Mission 8chool,
where he made great progress with his
studleg, learning also to know Jesus,
and in 1825 was baptized and given the
name of Samuel Crowther, He was
taught also much about the use of the
chisel and plane, which tools were of
great service to him In later years.

In 1826 kind friends took him to Eng-
land, where he attended school at Isling-
ton for a year, and returned to a native
Industrial Boarding School at Sierra
Leone, He made such progress that he
became an assistant teacher in that col-
lege, and he determined in his heart that
he would lead his people Into the light
of the Gospel. He married a Christian
young woman, who, like himself, had
been a captive on that ve ship, but
who had been taught in the same school.

In 1841, when England decided to
send explorers up the Niger, two repre-
sentatives of the Church Misslonary So-
clety necompanied the representatives of
the Government, They were Rev. 1. F.
Schon and Samuel Crowther. A story
of intense Interest s told in the chapters
of the hook on his life. On his first trip
up the river he met his mother, from
whom he had been separated for twenty-
five years, Crowther again went to Eng-
land to sollelt sympathy and help for
his peaple, and while there completed
a dictionary of the Yoruba language for
the henefit of ont-going
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in Africa is that entitled “ Samuel Crow-
ther, the Slave-Boy Who Became Bishop
of the Niger.” It can be obtained from
the Book Room or from Dr. F. C. Ste-
phenson, for fifty cents. You cannot
prepare your topic properly without it
Lend it afterwards to your boys to read.
—C.G. W.

Thought for April—Christ our Ezamp
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Gal. 2: 20; 1 Thess. 1: 8; Rom. 4: 5;
Eph. 6: 16; Matt. 8: 26; Gen. 7: 5;
Gen, 12: 4; Josh. 1: 10-11.—C. G. W.

APRIL 21.—THE HEROIC CHRIST.
John 18: 1-8; Matt, 26: 52-55.
We have examples of courage and
heroism in Ancient as well as in Modern
history. In the recent Japanese war,
f

APRIL 7.—THE PATIENCE OF
CHRIST. John 14: 1-11.
Give out the following references to
eight Junjors. After each verse is ‘cad
aloud, write the line of the aciostic

taken from the verse:—»F (1 Thess. n:l

(Luke 21: 19) E (Heb. 6: 15) N
(Jas. 1: 4) € (1 Thess. 5: 14) E (Heb.
6: 11, 12).

Patient toward all men.

And bring forth fruit with patience.
Tribulation worketh patience.

In your patience possess ye your souls.
Endured, obtained the promise.

Nothing wanting.

Comfort the feeble-minded.

Every one of your followers.

"R

THE BOY—WHICH ROAD SHALL HE TRAVEL THROUGH

LIFE? UPWARD OR DOWNWARD?

The beautiful story of the lesson for
to-day should be read and briefly ex-
plained by the Suparintendent as teach-
iug the truth Jesus sought to leave with
hig disciples. To the Juniors might be
given, a week or two previous, refer-
ences or illustrations of patience taken
from the Bible, and the boys and girls
would come able to tell the story in
their own words, or have it neatly writ-
ten to read at the meeting. Ask them
to find quotations either in prose or
verse so as to be able to recite them
when called upon.—C. G. W,

APRIL 14—THE FAITH OF CHRIST.
Mark 10: 27; Luke 22: 44, 23: 26,
The wonderful * Faith Chapter"
(Hebrews 11) might be read very pro-
fitably together or alternate verses. To
illustrate the meaning of Faith, the
could lop the follow-

les.

In 1864, In Canterbury Cathedral,
Samuel Crowther was consecrated as the
first Bishop of the Niger. The scene
was a memorable one, and long remem-
bered by the vast nualence which filled
every avallable space of the grand cathe-
dral that day. One heart especially
must have been affected, that of Mrs.
Weeks, the misslonary’s wife at whose
knee the little slave-boy received his
first lessons about Jesus. He proved
himself to be a loyal standard-bearer of
the Cross. On hix retur: to Africa he
began his work with renewed energy and
in labors of love demonstrated to the
world that in dealing w!th native races
the spiritual must be allled to the edu-
cational, especially In preparing converts
themselves for work among their own
people.

One of the most thrilling and interest-
ing stories of travel, adventure and work

uper
ing truths:—I belleve in my work. I
believe in my companions. I belleve in
my country. I believe in my home. I
believe in my parents. I believe in my
teachers. I belleve in to-day. 1T

lieve in Jesus. Faith controls every act
of life. Faith is the aatural power of
the little child, of the growing boy, of
the fully-developed man. We have
studied the lessons which Jesus gave us
of obedience. Can we have obedience
without faith? Would Jesus have been
such a man of prayer without faith?
Can we pray without faith? Is it easy

0 )| were many. At
the present time, as we read about the
trouble in China in our papers, we find
that heroes are living there. A boy
will endure anything rather than be
called a coward. Explain, however, dif-
ferent kinds of courage. Animals have
physical courage. Men endure suffer-
ing, but In their courage often they
lack judgment. Then there is a mili-
tary courage. It is easy to be a hero
in a crowd of heroes, but it requires
great courage to stand alone.
courage which Jesus displayed as the
ideal man was not mere feeling. It
was mental and spiritual. He carefully
thought about his work, counted the
cost, and paid the price of heroism.
He walked alone in the midst of His
enemies with a courage of repose. When

the mob came to

arrest Him and re-
viled Him, he had
the courage to be
silent. What was
the motive which
prompted his great
sacrifice? What
power sustained
Him? Was there
ever in all history
such a tribute of
faith, obedience,
and love? A review
.. of the lessons al-
G o ready studied might
s\ be taken at this
~-meeting, for the
story of the life of
Jesus is the most
heroic record ever
written,

The Juniors might also be asked to
prepare essays on the lives of Old Tes-
tament heroes, such as Moses, Joshua,
Daniel, and of the New Testament, such
as Stephen, Paul, and others.—C. G. W.

START HIM RIGHT!

A Barrel of Whiskey
What Else is in It?

A barrel of headaches, of heartaches, of
Woes ;

A barrel of curses, a barrel of blows;

A barrel of tears of a world-weary
wife;

A barrel of sorrow, a barrel of strife;

A barrel of all-unavailing regret;

A barre! of cares and a barrel of debt;

A barrel of hunger, of poison, of pain;

A barrel of hopes ever blasted in vain;

A barrel of falsehood, a barrel of cries

That hl; from the maniac’s lips as he
dies;

A barrel of poverty, ruin, and blight;

A barrel cf terror that grows with the

night;
A barrel of crimes and a barrel of
kroans
A harrel of orphans’ most pitiful moans;
A barrel of serpents that hiss as they

pass
From the head of the liquor that glows
in the glass.——
—C. B. World.

Fiy dr while vile incontl-

to have faith under ull neces?
When are we apt to lose faith in people?
When in God? A very helpful reference
drill may precede or follow the teaching
of the topic. See Matt. 5: 10; Matt. 9: 2;
Matt. 9: 29; Matt, 17: 20; Matt. 21: 21;
Luke 17: 19; Matt. 11: 22; Acts 3: 16;
1 Cor. 13: 2; Rom. 1: 8; Rom. 1: 17;

nence

Takes away both thy reason and thy
sense,

Till with (":'lrcnn cups, thy mind pos-

sessf
Leaves to be man, and wholly turns to
beast. —Randolph.
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Epworth League’s Annual Review

The closing meeting in the month of
March Is set apart for Review of the
year. The Psalm selected as the Scrip-
ture Leseon suggests thanksgiving for
Divine guidance and blessing. It Is
hoped that every society in our Church
will have abundant cause for voicing its
spirit, ae the year's record is studied
and reported.

Manifestly, such a Review must be
made locally, and any programme we
give must be necessarily suggestive only;
yet, because there are so many things
held by us all in common, the following
outline may be generally useful:—

Opening Hymns—‘‘All hail the power "
ll.nd “ There shall be showers of bless-
ng.

Prayer--Have several petitions on behalf
of Methodist Young People's Bocleties
in all lands, especlally that they may
be true to their great heritage and
malke the best possible use of thelr
unparalleled opportunity to advance
the Kingdom of our Lord universally,

Hymn--" Stand up for Jesus."

dddress—The Epworth League in Cana-
dian Methodism. The notes following
this outline programme may be of
help; but, agaln, the facts should be
stated rather than read.

Hymn—* Help somebody to-day." (See
music on this page.)

Summarized Reports of Local Work,—These
should have been prepared before-
hand, passed by the Hxecutlve, and

Help Somebody To-day.

-~
1. Look all a-round you, find some one in need, Help some-bod-y to « day!
2. Man-y arewait-ing a kind,lov-ing word, Help some-bod-y to - day!
3. Manj- y have bur-denstoo heav-y to bear, Help some-bod-y to - day!
4. Bome are dis-cour-aged and wear-y in beart, Help some-bod-y to « dayl

neigh-bor - ly deed—Help some-bod-y to

mes-sage, 0 let it be heard, Help some-bod-y to - day!
is the por-tion of some ev - "ry-
one the jour-ney to beav-enshould start, Help some-bod-y to ~ day!

-
« day!
, Help some-bod-y to « day!

Psalm 103—Read
standing.
Prayer—Pastor or President.
Hymn—"Onward, Christian Soldiers.”
What World-wide Young Methodism pos-
sesses as a common heritage.—Let sev-
eral brief addresses be given, based
on an analysis and re-statement of
Mr. FitzGerald's article in our Febru-
ary issue. This article should be re-
stated verbally, not read.
Hymn—*‘Blest be the tie that binds.”

responsively; all

presented now to the League, by each
officer in turn. If this course s fol
lowed the whole exercise will require
but a comparatively short time,
Reund Table-* How can our League be
made more efficlent during the coming
year?" Arrangements should be made
prior to the meeting so that a number
of your members may write practical
suggestions for improved plans, These
may be signed or unsigned, ns deemed
best; they should be collected as the
members enter; deposit them in box
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or plate; and at proper time let them
be read aloud and passed on to the
department concerned. Such sugges-
tions may be the result of the indi-
vidual thought of the members, or
may be gleared as the result of read-
ing or of correspondence,

Chorus—The Epworth League Hymn as
already printed in this paper, or as it
may be secured In any number, from
this office, on receipt of one cent a
copy. (Not less than ten in any one
order.)

Closing Ewxercises.

The musical part of the service may
be varied according to local conditions;
but hymns such as are named should be
used rather than others that are only
general in character.

Notes On Our Canadian Work

'The following items are glven as supplled

to' Mr. Fitzgerald for use in The Wesley

lhlllll]ul English M(lhmlllm and elsewhere.
o,

The Epworth League in Canadian Method-
Ism has been in existence for nearly twenty-
thre years. The first local society was or-
ganized In the town of Barrie, Ontario, when
the present Rev. Dr. Burns was pastor there,
on_October 20th

From that year the growth of socleties was
rapld. In the first five years over one thou-
sand societies had_been organized. In 1896,

Christian Endeavor Move-
was at about its highest
point, there u«-. all tola, 1,947 organized
\ulluu people seleties in the Methodist
Chureh in lﬂnullu. with appruxlmnl(‘l) $2,000
members.

For some years after 1896 there was a
gradual decline in number of societies,
and in 1905 1,776 were reported. That year
marks the lowest ebb in the rise and fall of
orgnnized young people’'s work in Canadian
Methodism. But since 1905 there has been
un upward tendency, and the last annual
statistical returns show 2,016 societles, with
approximately 83,000 members. N (For annual
o 4 g her on.
estion that there
sive organization
ada than the Ep-

when the whol
ment in C

I8 no more h
of young CI !llh!llnh! in O
worth
.1 supervision of the organized
g Methodism In Canada is in the
hands of ‘the lm eral
and Young People's Socleties
nllm\ml ﬂumirennlnlly by the Genuml Confer-
ence, in its membership representa-
tion l'rmv:1 ull lhe Annual Conferences included
In _the

Provision l)! made in the Constitution for a
Conference Epworth League, to embrace all
the Distriet Leagues within thn bounds of
any one Annual Conference. District
Leagues in turn include all the IocBl socleties
existing on the circuits comprised within the
bounds of the Districts.

‘onference League Conventlons are held
once every two years, but the District League
holds a convention annually.

The officers of these Conference and Dis-
are similar in number and

triet
name of th o8,
ch League Is divided into five depart-
ments of Work. Over the whole I8 of course
the President, who Is elected at the Annuai
Business Meeting in April by the members of
the League, on nomination of the superin-
tendent minister of the circuft.

The Constitution provides for five Vice-
Presidents, each in charge of a separate
department of work. These in turn are:
Tirst, The Department of Christian Endeavor,
which includes the Young People's Prayer-
meetings and monthly Consecration Meetings
e Missionary Department, which
stands, a8 its name, {mplies, Yot worlawide
gvangellsm, Third, The Litérary and Social
Department. The ~ Department . of
Citlzenship ; o mm. The Junior Depart-

Th!l Junlor Superintendent is the appointee
F or of the circult, and ex-oficio

lf‘"lh V ce- Prelhlenl uf the local Soclety.
The Junior L n Canadian Kelhodllm
Is_Intended rm( ummy as a branch of the
is “to assist

church.” 8o th:
ways realized—that there shall be a Cate-
chumen Class, or ns equivalent, in a Junior
Bpworth League, In every congregation of
Canadian Methodism. This ideal looks well
on paper, but, as already intimated, Is by no
means realized in practice.

The several departments of the Canadian
Bpworth League are suhbdivided for Commit.
tee work as outlined In the extensive Con-
stitution set forth by the General Conference

one phase of the Canadian Epworth
e hn( has stood out in great promin-
ence dnﬂn‘( the past fifteen years 1s what is
familiarly known as the Forward Movement
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tor Missions. This was organized sor six-

years ago under the enthuslastic la.wd-r-

mlp of Rev. F. C. Stephenson, M.D., who

seems ve been providentially prevanu—d
fmm 'oln' himself to the foreign fiel

18 now the Secretary of the ounx

Poogk-a F‘urwnéd anomen( for Mtulnn- oé

CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

uaf.verlnl upw-rdl u( m sermons and M-
dresses on  Sunda; Schlusd!?pwoh
Lon[m- themes. He repol lnul‘lod Inumm

“fhout his ﬂ!lﬂ. 'hou
ral cot lnd
In the eenlml Conferences, Mr. Farewell

unﬂar the jurlldlc(lun ol’ the Genenl Burd
of Missions of the reh.

Since the nrm\nlnuon of the Forward
Movement over half a million dollars have
been directly contributed by the young people
of Canadian Methodism for missionary sup-

rt, and at the present time there are some
one hundred and ten missionaries supported
y their contributions. A large number of
the District Leagues have thelr own repre-
sentative either in the forelgn work in West
China or Japan, or in some section of the
home work amunu the Orientals, or new

The Canadian Epw rth League extends
from rmudas and Newfoundland in the
Allnnllc through all the Provinces of Canada
and even into the West China Mission,

The Constitution of the local soclety Is
elastic so that the young people, whlle having
a large field of work mapped out for them
are nul under obligation to undcmke it all.

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA, which is the

official organ of the Epworth League
Lunmdu. I8 now in its fourteenth year, and
contributes much to the guidance and devel-
opment of the young people's work generally
throughout the church.

e General Secretary the ?worm
Lﬂlguen. Rm-. 8. T. BurllﬂL is the Editor of

With Mr. Bartlett as General
‘are assoclated four Field Secretar-
fes, who represent not only the Epworth
lomu..m but the Sunday School work of the

h. ov. J. Curtis, B.A, Is Field
Nm retary fnr the Maritime Conférences of
o-w Brllllm\hk and Prince Edward lllﬂnd
cotia, and Newfoundland. Rev.

W B, hm! vhnrgc of the field work
in Umnrlu Rev. John A. Doyle in Manitoba
and Saskafchewan, (m(l Rev. J. P. Westman
in Alberta and British Columbla.

ny one who has travelled in Canada and
kmmu its wide extent and the tremendous
distances that lie between Atlantic and Pa-
cific will understand at once that all these
men are for the of

has been in ln-uzum and convention work
for the in

sive cultivation ot the field are Incraul
influential, and on every Disti

ield fn some form or the other annually. It
8 been qulla Im ulble for Mr. Farewell
the Gene ary together to lup-

ll
ply all the LBH! that hnva come for sei
on the various Districts. Much vnluable
work has been done by local District arrange-
ments by the ministers and other local lead-
(&rl‘wh? know the Fleld Secretaries cannot
o it
ln Manitoba and Saskatchewan, Mr. Da(h

twithstand!

e Increasing opportunities thlt
come wlm new conditions In a young enunuy
Take a sample or two: “Had a good o
out in this new town. Was here a year llo
and held service in nn implement shed. Now
Mylh.vs day S h A h m‘h‘
Srowing Sunday S

II n be o mnlnd"—" ’l‘he meetin, haro

account of wheat. ve)
chlne- were threshing in the nel Imrhuod.
One of the elevators, which was full to the
top, I(-l] gver, and every able-bodi ed man was
vork. re the young minister got um

(rowd out by oﬂerln: coffee and cake.
an address on 8, 8. work and had a lvod
discussion at the close, Also visited Iha pub-
lie school in the Al!lfrm)nn and a
sesslon with the scholars.”—*" Cold nfl-ht..
bad fire, few out, [\rwu-m-r bullding parson-
age, better times to come."—" The preacher
here is just from the Old Land. e fall

10 get anyone out, 8o we went to the home of
the Superintendent, and as his wife is Primary
teacher we had a h»lplul discussion In regard

to the work."— a unique experience
here. 1 was nl\lnu lwo days to this eircult.
8-— had been eighteen months without any
Sunday School; could not get workers. The

situation .lmn'nled to me. We
the first night and managed to get them

most extended and \urlwl field.

The Epworth League in Canada, like organ-
Ized young people’s work everywhere, is full
of promise, and while the General Secretary
rernrln.(hat It is lnnt h‘y' any means all that

he expected or desired, Lis messages
thruuzh THE CANADIAN EPwoRtH ERA from
time to time breathe a spirit of optimjsm that
shows plainly that he and his associates
eount mucn 3‘" Il!IP"'III'Iﬂn(‘nca :;f the Epworth
for the bullding up of a stro
vlrllo natlonhood. K i i
e future of Canada, as perhaps of few
counlrl-s on the earth to-day, is in the hands
of the youth, and the Hethndlsl youth of the
Domlnlu are in the van of all good move-
ents, and are maklnx their torcu count for
rlsh(mulnou and trui

Table showing number of Young People's
Socleties of the Methodist Cg"rr:h o
wii m-'mlwrnhtp trom 894

Nore—Prior to ﬂst t.ne statistics were
not given for each year. The General Con-
ference Statisticlan’s Report since 1898 has
been made for each year. No figures are

Went to the public school and
got every scholar to promise to be at the

church at night. They came. First ad-
dressed the children, then asked how man
would w-lm- out every Sunday. They all
stood. | peal was so effectual t)mt we
secured \l||\|nlm>rp- for every office in the
Sunday School.”"—" This was a little meeting

in a private house, but we had a very interest-
Ing time. Part of my work at these outlying
points Is lnmuum; in our new young men to
Sunday School work in this counts ** This
was one of the best Institutes 1 have had in
a new settlement. The Interest was the very
-h copest and the quality of the papers excel-

nt.” These extracts, taken at random from

M Doyle's reports, will give a fair idea of
the Il:l('mihl constructive work our Field See-
retaries are doing in the new provinces of
Canada.

Mr. Westman, in Alberta and British Col-
umbla, has been as hard at work us any man
should be at any job. In seven months since
his appointment he held over two hundred
meetings, with an aggregate atiendance of
more than fifteen thousand people. These

ll't;‘ dily » for the 1894~
Number of Number of
Hl)('[('"f‘!
154 032 7,176
:: :5 1,935
i
1400 ?Z:;g
}"V;l 0,988
402 i
10 608
1004 7,904
405 0,338
1606 845
1907 5,227
1908 9,274
1909 0,428
1410 808
1 2, 0]1 2,008
In Epworth lnuum-n or l«,y-worlh Leagues

n Endeavor ala

nrl) dead,”)
1898—1, ﬁlﬂ
1911-—1,736

01 : League
inctively 'and alone few of the years
given above equal 1911

General Field Work

An extensive Field Campalgn has  been
prosecuted from east to west in our church,
during the fall and winter months. All the

Field Secretaries have heen almost incess-
antly on the road, and despite adverse con-
dlllonl of “wind and weather " much success

8 been real

During the latter half of 1911, Rev.

Curtis travelled nearly 5.000 miles In lho
Maritime Conferences, attending circuit meet-

meetings have been In the same v A local-
ities as l\lkl and under
© ver wferred to
By ‘him In' the ‘extracts iven nhove. Mr.
Westman has done excellent servive in every
branch, but in Teacher Training enlistment

and organization has nade a phenomenal
record, 355 persons having decided to take
the First Standard Course. This means In-
creased efficiency some time, surely —Here
an_extract or two from some of hLis Ivln-rl
* People are being touched.  New schools are
being opened ; old ones revived : Leagues or-
Fanized; training classes oonstitatol. .
At one place n young lad neacly broice up
the meeting with his outbursts of laughter.
We allowed him to continue, and upon enquiry
afterward found that it was Lis st attend-
ance at a public meeting and (he gostures of
the speaker were beyond his powars of com-
prehension ;. so he simply exploded  Tut he
promised to attend Sunday School. and lhnt
was the end we aimed at. We are rﬂ
after mr- people, young or oid, and calisting
all we can. Another v-r|lh! ¥ m’?
man, unnr hearing case nted,
marched up and mlll he wished w0 n
leader and asked direction as to how tu o
ceed, Whiie It Woes an. And Wé Howe
to be abie still murr to push nur efforts 1o
all parts of the Wes! '8, the Evun-
gelism s upon lll! "The  Wost I,Pmﬂﬂﬂl the
hest ;. we want no new thing, but the people
demand the Truth. taught, Hved and revealed
in the form of service. The enthu-
siasm in Sunday Fulmol work grows, the
Young People's work s enlnrginl. there
Is a searching for knowledge, a growing de-
votion to the cause of humnnlly. nnd I wm-
ingness to serve, all manifest in various guars
ters of these Western Conferences. * ¢
My faith Increases when we see cnntlnul-"!
men and women hearkening to the call of
duty In service, fixing their eyes to catch the
glimmer of hope from the Gospel, and draw-
ing near to God to recefve -trrnnh with
which ‘to help others. Many are entel

e 8
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right into the service with a wlll that ?ﬂl
of'ium.. So are the mighty host un-
mcn!adu’worlaewmm“ lo l ll(c

e soul
personal and practical service the making
of our great West."

We ask the prayerful sympathy an
of the whole church In the glorloul
God is enabling our Field Secretaries to do

ove! de extended territory ol our

church in_thus building up a strong and pure
nation. Bum:{ such work Is fundamental
and vital, and_well deserving the support of
all who love God and long for the best pos-
sible Canada.

The Weekly Topics for Next
Year

Announeemem w e in our last num
n.rdin but v.hs folh:wln Wm

o
bﬂ of ade The

covaring tm Iull year (In.v upu. to April,
1913, Inclusive), accordi m uw calel dn
dates, will be on sale at the Bool
usual. All orderl for these cudn shouls
sent direc Briggs, not to this office.
The Iollowln Is an outline of the year's
course of stu
. Studies In Christ's Parables. These wil
en o

regularly in these -, and will
lhlAl populnrv\:ruer R

ulmuﬂy familiar to our reader: use of
his frequent and valuable contributions to
our pages. The list of Parables to be studied
s as follows:

Y The Sower; June, The Mustard Seed
and the Leaven; July, The Hldden ‘Treasure

et
maritan; September, e Inig!
finate Widow ; Octobe

Pharisee and_the Publican Fnbru ary,
The Two Sons; March, The Ten Virgins
April, The Pou
2. Monthly Al(uionary Studles _on the
Second evening of each month: May, The
unfinished work of the Great Commission
me heroes of Canadian Indian Mis-
July, Africa: some men Who have
for its redemption; August, Chlnn-
«hnllvnn to the Christian Churc] Sept
ber, The call for missionary Ieﬂd(!rlhlp:
October, Home Missions, a factor in nation
bullding: November, The ('Illlml nf Bl’llhh

Marc! DA mlncle of missions ; April,
The lllunds u{ the Sea, and some of their
mlnlnnnrl

t is mnnlfen that such a seriés of mis-
slonary studies will give our young people
a world-wide vision of nre!lenl day oppor-
tunities, achlevements and needs. The pnfperu
dealing with these vital thrmu will be
the pens of leading missionary writers, who,
through the kind agency of Dr. Stephenson,
Secretary of the Young People’s Forward
Movement for Missions of our Church, have
generously consented to contribute them.
Look for the best mulrlnmu'y articles that
have ever appenred In this paper.

3. Monthly L”Pﬂlg] Studies in some of
the masterprieces of Hebrew merntun-. With
the exception of the last two of hele. the
selections are from the Old Tel 3
remaining ones are extra-biblical ltudlfu with
which all should be famillar. We
to_announce that Rev. W. 8. Lennon, B.A.,

.D.. of Cookshire, Que. has col
deal with these immortal selections for the
benefit of our readers from month to month.
These literary masterpleces should be greatly
appreciated and enjoyed by an iIncreasing
number of young l!udfnll who desire to know
something of the supremacy of the Bible in
the realm of literature.

The list by months is: May, Joseph made
known to his Brethren: June, The Song of
Moses: July, David's Lament over Saul and
Jonathan ; August, David’s S8ong of Victory ;
September, The Source of Wisdom ; October,

@ Greatness of God: November, 'l'he l
of the Receemed: December, An’ Appeal to
Youth; January, The Virtuous Woman l"eb-
ruary, The Glory of Jerusalem: March,
Htmnlut Thing: April, In Praise of Gmn

en.

4. A Monthly Bmdy in Oitizenship, based
on the only book the course. ou! “ide the
Bible, honn as a onl book—** lly hlehbor ol

V. .!. 8. Woodsworth, B.A. B. s
o

very
and nrrn Appro because nl its great
excellence.  Tts nudy ‘is_really essential to a

ation.
The topics from this book. chapter by
chapter, hrougn the y';-r. will be treated
T,

in this paper by Rev, 3 Arthur, 'hole
expositions  in lhn past h: ve been ly
unpnrlntm by so many. are

City : June. 'l'ln- lnklnu nr
City : Julv. The Struggling Masses : Annm.
Undermining the Home; September. Snclal
Life in City and Country; October Religious

CUe™S QUPFEPARCDNLTSH SSMNOD RAaREA»TZO

®
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November, City Government; December, 'nu
Art of  Making Omarl l-hnpy. (Bpect
Christmas) ; Janua:

i My
ence ; \rel Bervice ; Api
Canadlan Citizenship’ and Christian. Citisen:

shi)
Rw the fifth muM in the month of
September, a Rally s provided ;

on the fifth w h b (hamlulmMY the losalc 18
Lessons taught cl eAr ; an
ual Rcvicw A let for ‘t‘tf. fifth’ week |n
the month o( ll
lu are appropriate for all
Pso luu leties In our church, and
It is_ho it ne

r, 50 cents in cloth.
e Junior hﬁ:f.,l‘m' may also be obtained
k A

ve

ried list has been provided for the younger
po and Its use will do much to make
lhell: meetings profitable.

Sunday School and Epworth
League
MANITOBA CONVENTION.

REV. R. O. ARMSTRONG. M.A, BD,
VIRDEN, MAN.

It must have done the hurll ot the
officers of the Conference I. 8.
Convention good to hear the nlce wordl
spoken on every side about the success of
lhe recanl ntherln; at Brul on. “ Fine,”
yet,” “Good,” “The last was goO« 0od,
but thll is one better,” lnd such like ex-
pressions were led around. Our West-
ern Secretary, Rev. A. Doyle, gave us
that ha ‘thought we 'nra \lp

lon
in lhe Mu ropnlltun Chureh. Thll 1s a hlnt
to the E‘lt. ll? In any case the tide
of intere: Yeople- work 18 ris-
in Psopl- -ra be[lnn ﬁ to get something
-k‘n to an adequate vision of its import-

From February 6th to the Sth dalall(el
from nll pnrtl of the Province to the
ber of about 175 sat in earnest -ludy of
the robloml of 8, 8. and BE. L. work
This was the
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smith, of Winnipeg. He has splendid

bilities for ml- work. Another year he

should if possibl zed to some

extent in the pre) a Convention

choir and some -neclsl mu-lc The late

Convention m:h! have been
cope

a Conventlon.
Some weeks ago the officers of the Con-
vention sent out a questionaire relating to
young people’s work on all our flelds. It
was part of an effort to get at the real
conditions of things. About one-third af
the circuits replied to the questions. It
might have been worse. A good many men
Ioo on wch requests as a work of
supererogation. It lhould have been a greal
ﬂnl beller attended to. The questions re-
lated to the condition of things under the
head of the Departments: C. E. ission-
nry. therary and  Soclal, nnd Citizen-
r eading over e answers,
hich the Execuuve daid cnratully. the con-
dltlnn of the whole field was ascertained.
wers make interesting rundlnl. and
thau are many suggestions. Amon; E the
inferences drawn were these: The

Department, while looked upon as n
most lmporllm of all, is not hlndlad
with the and deep sense of responsi-

tl

bility. d\la lo it.
best Literary Department in the Province,
Kerfoot has one of the best Citizenship
Departments. Many of the best Leagues are
places, A few people object to the
Citizenship Deplr(ment as not being in
armony with the ldeals of
The general iInference, however, is that
there is a more concentrated lttemn( than
ever being made to solve the problems of the
young people. This Is being done with good
success in many places. In one town It was
reported that tho Lengua had control of
the sports. We hope that there will be
even bette lucmns another vear in get-
ting in th reports should the Executive
send them out.

“The Challenge of the Age" was the
theme of the Convention and the uub]ul of
Rev. Dr. chownu address at the opening
meeting. The doctor was in good form,
and spoke with apparent freedom and un-
doubted clearness. Hvery lover of the
truth must admire his pl-ln speaking on
the much heclouda and much debated
topics of th yA “The Church stands
for somel the way he put it,
“ and lhera la no(hinl 80 good as a fight.”

e saw the ever

numbers ut our ? on. The best of
the incoming Imm! [r-ntl are already pray-
ing that we do not debauch and destroy
them. They us to educate them.
'l"hlt will mn.ka (hsm loyal. T‘I,xe question
o

had m There was wlrm
welcom llbenl holplllllly. nnd a feelin
of We will lnraly
0 back the above

ue ' get. e
nra is .n lnalenuon that the attendance
That does not include the Bran-
number of which

dnn delegates, a large
Every Dis-

were in regular attendance.

are unworkaﬂ resources in the prnvlnca
vet, for 230 appointments have no Y.
socléty, leu 121 appointments report or-

nization:
”A ord ‘should be sald right here in
commendation of the work of the Confer-
ence officers. They spared no pains to
make me Convenunn uce
uch is due to Rev. R. E. McCul-
3 who was ably assisted by Rev.

Ferrfer, 8. 8. Secretary. President
le 18 a od leader. He has given
the Conventions a good start. In after
years we will be saying: "By faith Rev.
M. ete.” oundation has

oyle, Western Secre-
tary. He has spent five strenuous weeks
in the Province visiting Leagues, attending
Institutes and Rallies. In connection with
these he has strarted 0 or more
Teacher Training Classes. We are sure
that tho division of the Western fleld so

ve Mr. Doyle Maintoba and Sas-

uhaw-n was l wise move. Better
acquaintance with him means better back-
i1 the Pro-

g for him. He will be vl-ltln
mk a trip to the

he list of omaau for the new year are
as tal OWS 1
President—Rev. R. E. McCullagh, B.A.
1st V.-P—H. C. Morrison, Brandon

(Local III Dlstrlet Prea)
nd . Belton, Neepawa
Brlln, Killarney
Ell( Winnipeg.
lth V.o P l—MrI ledh\l. Dauphin.
lecreury-’l‘renurcr—na\ W. A. McKim
nunl‘. Hm
Thes: officers.  Couldn't find
Muﬂr Nlllbllltlel anywhere. We  will

?eet great things from them, and (hey
will expect great things of us.

The musical part of the Convention was
under the leadership of Rev. F. M. Bell-

was brought up.
“ Manitoba W"l fall behind in the race”
said the speaker, * |f something is not done
soon." The Epwo Leagues must educate
public nplnlon 'l‘he wealth of the age
forms another challenge. Never was there
more need of emphasizine the teaching of
Jesus. “that a man's ' s consisteth not in

the abundauce o che things that he pos-
sesseth, The golden rule cnnnot be
squared with the methods of some

make m The doctor spent con-
uldarlble time dealing with the question of
urch Unfon. An idea mentioned with
forca was (hlt even though the advantages
nd disadvantages the proposed Union

were equal there would still be reason for
it as we look up to the ideal of Jesus. He
deprecated the “waste of manhood" in
the present conditions. Canada, of all

natlons, he thought, had the opportunity
of lndlnl the way in reforms.

“ Modern Evangelism: (tu Prlnclnlu and
Methods,” by R. ken, provoked
an earnest discussion. He believed that
evangelism was essentlal to the success
of the Church. The “new” evunnllnm
must harmonize with the newer apprecia-
tion of the Bible in order to he successful.
The child must be made the centre of
Christian thought and work, and the new
appeal must base its effort on a soclal as
well as a personal salvation. Tt will put
emphasis on the objective. Thus men will
come to see their need of God, and the
reason for it. Some thought that Mr.
Milliken wunted to discard or disewn the
past altogether. This was not his
ng_or his words. The old
applications was his theme.
see this paper printed in full.

Mr \ Belton, of Neepawa, a knight
of the pen, gave the Convention a practical
tnlk tm trnlnlnl In citizenshin. He had some

ut the aualifications of the
fnrelﬂnern, especlally the boys and girls,
for pl

We hope to

Sabbath, and compnrad the violation of
the laws in that connection with the re-
ported trampling of the British flag lntalv
in Vancouver.

He pleads for economy a at
remedy for the hlxh rnnl of living—at
least start with t

wo \nhmhh- nddr"uen were .lvnn
by visitors, or “outside help One
“ Teacher 'I‘r-lnln(. by Mr. Alfred Whll-‘
of the Brandon ‘Presbyterian Church,

ERA. 69

brought into emphasis much that is needed
ln the successful working of churches to-
. Rev. Prof. Mode, of the Brandon
Col gave a (lm'ly and muca

e p it | Poo lel
He -howeﬂ wlth ,rlphlcnl vlzlﬂnmo
need of more men

r as he could learn the theo-
logical colleges or Canldl graduated only
en last Our

Cl
movement. He urged that

we shou
sist more caurully on the dignity of the
the ol of m amt heclog) 4
e face of to know thin|
as they are, -ndmt we s ould try to mJ'
me

it worth while for
great calling. “The cal hn sald, " is the
power to do the work; and modesty is one
of the signs of power.” Hence we should
encourage the right kind of Jmen for the
ministry.
N Grldod Leuom." by Re v W B. Alllwn
aper. The m
vellllnn -howod svldencu c{ ucoptlcllm
to the value of this system. Few schoo
have taken it up fi
0 r

results in
eague work. Looklnl -t lho matter from
that side, we have much to be thankful for.
The_Le: -"u s have done 5 eat deal. Rev.
R. O. Jolliffe, of China, addressed the Con-
vention on the growing opportunities in

—new In a speclal sense at
. The district groups held su
conventions, which proved to be very profi
able, giving special oppor(unny for a

nd
Space will not rmll further remark
about this Convent on of 8o many excel-
lencies. We c

guoplc under their ""‘T in the Province.
's: ; and “ Forwal are the watch-

Suggestions for Socials

cnhn on Musical Terms.

—Part of a
whn a uzm ‘shoe ‘does. oo .s.“l"
Press toe (presto)

3—A fi vess
O—Somalhln‘ to knp cattie ln p !ur:'.“

1—-8hort Ie
8—What tlred heohle ifke
‘What a weather vane

22—Shape of apple
ﬂ—l‘o sell fr(m&m

24—Money paid’ for Breakin
Contest on Dressmaking.
(l) W)ul the farmer does to the sheep.

')
(b) To nlek one's way. (Thread.)
s t I8 thrown away.
d) gn of servitude.
A klnd of berry.
<r ‘What the cook does to a mut roast.
(B(“)l A f el
cnmplny of musiclans,
ﬁ) ard.  (Lawn,

(Band.)

) A n:’ t.)
(m) broker’l business. (Tape.)
(n; A porll f armor. (8hield.)
(0) A plece of furniture, and a given
welght. (Cotton.)
(p) A blow. (Cufr.)

Your own local arrangements for the

f these two l gested con-

an plan we could

give you in detail. The hard Dll’l is provided

you above. The working out of the local
plan Is easy.

3
2
H
A
z
g
ge
=3
s
-
=3
!

An encouraging note comes from Apsley,
Ont., where a few devoted workers are study-
Inn and praying tn(e(har for nu- common good

the gro

o wih - of ingdom
riprocate  President PI\llllnn klnd wl-hn
for ‘nu(er success,
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Christmas at Lac Bonne, Alta.

The following letter is almost self-
explanatory. It was read to the Wesley
Sunday School, in Edmonton, Alta., on
January 14th, and came iuto our hands
through the courtesy of the Superintend-
ent, Mr. W. J. Magrath, who permitted
an old friend, Mr. W. T. Gibbard, who
heard it read, to send it on for our use,
It is not easy to determine who had
the greater joy, the school supplying the
gifts or the happy souts who recelved
them. * It is more blessed to give than
to receive,” is a doctrine that an in-
creasing number of peisons are proving
true each succeeding year. Congratula-
tions to Wesley Sunday School! And
when Christmas, 1912, rolls around, see
if somehow your School or Class or
League cannot do likewise. There is
many a Lac Bonne where the Christ
spirit will bg appreciated. May the Mr.
L.'s be multiplied everywhere, Ep.

Dear Frlend-,—] want to thank you and
the boys and girls and all who helped to
give us out here such a gleunnt Christmas.

Vhat a lot of lovely tl
box! It seemed as nugh 1 would never
Rget to lha bottom of it. All who were here
Knd en’n them send their hearty thanks.

? must tell you all about it e

expected one of our neighbors to bring the

d he went to town the weck hefore
(‘hrl!(mlﬂ Friday mornlng Dec.

L. went to hln house to rlnl the thlnln

home, and lo and eh had not
t the

them! 1 said r shall we

on {t?" . L. A 11 go to town myself
and bring the things.” It was then Friday
noon, and sixty long, hard miles, our horses

with which to get

he started, with
a neighbor for company. on Saturday morn-
ing at four o'clock. They got to town at
rested the

Sunday morning, and started home, reach-
at half-past ten Monday morning.
e had lhe tree as we planned, but
d trip. They only had
one meal while they were gone, because
their lunch was frozen solid, and they did
not have time to stop and thaw it out on
the way, and hotels were beyond their
means. were walking beside the
wagon one time coming through the Indian
getting _warmed up, when the
horses started. One caught a single rein,
ulllng them sideways, but throwing hl

wn. How those horses ran, right in a
vlrrlr. three times clrcllng about, at times
a mile away. n back nearly to the
starting_point, nnd ware at last caught.
Not a thing was lost or broken, but after
that the men were afrald to walk, and
nearly froze riding. Mr. L's face was
frozen quite hadly, ‘and he took a severe
cold, but is improving now.

The people began to come at abont five
o'clock to the tree, and we had (wcnty-nnu
here in our 10[ house 18 x 20 feet; but you
never saw a4 company have a better time.
The ch|lt|ranu eye. shone, for the most of
them had nothing else for lh.!lt L‘hrl-lmu
presents except what you sen! T
elght-year-old girl who got the llrlo doll
had never had any before but a rag doll.
She carried it in her arms all evening. We
had to send a team for part of the com-
pany. The roads were so rough and full
of stumps, and the night so cold for the
children, we persuaded them to stay till
da! lﬂht when the trip could be taken more
quiel

'rhey were all Swedes and Norweglans,
some of them not able to talk English. One
ale\'en-yelr-nm boy is a fine violin plaver,
and his father and he, with two guitar
players, and v ncvnmmn!mpnt on the
plano, furnished plenty of music. We
played games and told stories, everyone
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olnln
e

in “ drng the handkerchief.” Then
sandwiches and coffee, cake and ice
wish you could all have boen here,
belleve you had half a
time in tow n. We send all bnt wis|
from your friends.

The Ep wurm League of Centml Church
Windsor, Ont., tl nues to nn
P.nmr‘- Bible Bmdlal are provis nr

eat help to hll youn. peo o
mm apprec! hued
spirited and able

i

ur

now Exl

Edmund Bh

herd, champloned the affirmative, 'hlle
lerman

C. Victor Blatchford and Alde
Bagle marshalled the arguments mln-t
Union. Strong arguments were pruentad

by the speakers on both sides and it was seen
that the audience was in a decidedly doubu'ul
mood as to which side had won out. Cro
Attorney Rodd was spokesman for the Jumm
He summed up the arguments In a master;
way, and pointed out two strong points unt
had not been refuted by the negative, vll‘
that unifon meant Increased strength,
would result in economy of men and mnnny
The decision was rendered in favor of the
affirmative.

At Victoria West, the League has a

members of
rch on Sunday
when performing the|r duty l\l representatives
of the League.” This Is right in line with the
suggestion of the President of Carman

Epworth League at Sardls, B.C, that the
League should always be “the Pastor's -
Assistant.” is much helpful social

o

ministry that the League can render in
almost every community, to the pleasure and
satisfaction of the Pastor. Query: Is it not
about time for some of our Leagues to stop
clamoring for their Pastor to do something
for them, and get -ume-uy to work In doing
something for him

Favorable reports come from the Goldstone
League. Mr, right sends an ul.'(‘n\mt of l
very Interesting meeting held a short tim:
ago, when five members of the Adult B|b|a
Class and of the League wrote essays sum-
marizing the lessons taught by the year's
course in Sunday School tudy con-
testant was awarded a book ze In order of
merit. The judges were the ﬂup‘rlnundmtl
of the Sundn{ Schools on the Circuit. Mr. T.
Whale, who is teacher of the Bible class re-
ferred to, deserves much 1 pralse for his work.
and the League and Class are mutually help-
lul unllluch organizations should be every-

A *demonstration of Chrll(lnn unity " Is
reported In a recent of the Aot
Press. th
Leagy , the Y, P. 8. of nox Church visited
the Methodist young people
their theme boln:

rogramme, t ght Scenes
of the Bible" At the close of some hal
dozen uddnml. interspersed with cholce

ved, and soclal
courtesies ln!errhnnnd by the happy throng.
Similar union meetings might be very profit-
ably held In many other places, and would
have a wholesome tendency In these days
when the spirit of union between the churches
Is taking such tangible and practical form.

The Sunday nlxhl anl Service {8 a great
help In the Bay, Victorla, B.C.
Epworth League lndm the Editor, can
heartily testify (o its soclal influence for he
remembers with pleasure the ha
spent at the close of a busy Sunday there,
some months ago. The President, Mr. Sprink-
ling. Is greatly encouraged at the rrowth and
nr}l‘lvuy of his #oys In part,

in one way or

er. elp bl-ll"ll the
work Imr"‘r mndmonl like those prevalling
at James Bay?

Our Ml:llnnd F‘rl'nrth League has a worth
atm surely. The Presldent writes that 1t in
thelr endeavor “to make our League the best
yet” And several steps towurdu this com-
mendable epd are no . Endeavor_to
rresent the Christ life in evprv tople; 2. Use
five minutes every night as intermission for
becoming acquainted: 3. Begin the meeting
sharp on time, conduct every Item or tha ro-

Al
Ml this
f, Huwly that woula please
! And in all these character-
istic aualities we would not lose In force or
influence If we all were more truly Wesley-
ans,

Miss Rogers, Oakwond, reports that In the
Teague of which she is President they con-
Avet their meetings “all the time in the form
of n eontest. havine the membera equally
Mvided into sides  Thege sides take the ml-

Ings week spbout. We have a judee,

‘lvr points for attendance, nunrlunlllv. new
mbers, in fact for. everything." How do

you like this plan?
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'l'hs Winnipeg We-usy Church Epworth
rfg D“Our

{u cpa ugh its Preside:

Look-out mmﬂlu I- divided into l.wo sldes
headed each by its Captain. All the members
are chosen alternately by the Captains. Bach
side is credited one r each meeting
two polm- lrv

lited for every stranger's name givei

lv the Secretary, and ten points are nllowod
for every new member nct\mlly introduced
to the bulue." In this way, as may be at
once seen, member 18 kept on the look-
out. Such compellllun is stimulating.

The Calgary Union is full of promise ;
leaders are prosecuting their work lnnlll-
ienlly and enerlelll‘ally, and the Unfon will
oubtless nefit to the younl
people's work in the cuy w: wish it great
prosperity and rapid gro

Here I8 & whole sermon on Epworth League
success. It 18 not Intended as such, of course ;
b l m hnw nmctlu\l nnd approj rru'u the

come from our rlend Orr.

0! thlllwnck B(‘ : “Do not u( off regular
meetings for lnylhlnl else. m 0
night -nd nlck o It n't try t omplish
too much nce Do a Imle nnd dc it well,
for a llt(le well done is better than & lot
mrly done.”” Surely, quite a number of our
'un might profit by these wise admoni-

The Dorking, Ont, League has found the
* Mock Parliament " ‘rlnn quarterly to work
very well, young an belng greatly in-
terested in such gatherings, and a 16 cent fee
ll’.“" iding ample funds for

reasury.

How does this impress you? I hope it did
Arrn t you glad

they d
these sentiments are drplnmhle.

od, y are not general. Our
young people ought to know how the Bl
came, and Increasing thousands of them t‘l;‘o
w
not content to merely accept it as a matter of
fact, without question as to its origin, con-
struction, preservation, translation, and all
such kindred themes It is nothing to thn
credit of any ymmg uemodm to-day that
“doesn’t care " whe the Bible came (rom
or how it got here. “t 1s somebody’s business
to make our young people care, and this
paper will never condone wilful ignorance on
such vital themes, nor accept any excuses for
culpable Indifference on such a momentous
subject. We are heartily sorry for the young
people who prefer  nice " -umm. that are
“easier to get,” and hope they iy
turn their (houqm to lﬂmethlnx Yinat will
enable them to "give a reason for the hope
that Is in them.

A special cable message from Athens to the
headquarters of the United Soclety of Chris-
hat the Rev. Dr.

's Christian Endeavor

in_audience by King Gi
ce. Dr. Clark has just completed an
extensive journey in Russla, Poland, Germany,
BATY. Cn:,n(h\ Galicla, lhe Bukowina,

e

of Christian Endeavor, and Mo hon

fag sveral weeks in Athens. In'a fow da

h- will leave Athens to follow the route of St.
Paul's_historic mmmn-ry Journey through

Asla Minor and Euro)

Crystal City District

A fine ltrlr! of Confpmnce- in the lnlernnv
B, ork have recently

Fleld Secretary
l:lnl«l nnd did much to make
Bolssevaln,
l\nd Cryltll City were visit
o 12, and despite the very cold and stormy
we-uu-r fine meetin, ere held. Local
worker;l greatly helj to mh all meetings
profital

At (‘ryltll City the District Convention
It was at (hll ‘llhurlnl tht the
“Win one for
appears on lnﬂ(h?l’ pan of th
ral other excellent addresses

port of a missio
campalgn of the Dh!rlr(
Training Classes have been formed, and the
work of the whola District s bron(h! into
better organized nrm. The_officers el

are, Hon n att | Prcl..
Rev, T. G. hel, Crystal Cit; ; Vice-Pres,,
(1) W. C Tl“ Kllllrnfy. (2) C. C. Mus-
ﬂnvt Bolssevain: (3) G. W, Brllhan: (1)

W. Gordon, Manito 5 A F‘ln o8,
ml‘“ll'fﬂl’d Sec.-Treas., Miss H. Whitlam,
me'n Dist. Rep., Rev. E. Lund, Cart:
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Exeter District

At the 8. 8. and E. L. Convention,
held in Centralia, on January 26th, a
representative company assembled, and
three excellent sessions were held. At
the morning meeting, Rev, G. J. Kerr
gave a helpful address on ' Prayer and
Its Relation to the SBunday School,” and
Mr. J. M. Southcott read an able paper
on *“The Missionary Work of the
League."

It was regretted that from the after-
noon session Rev. T. W. Blatchford and
Mr. W. H. Bartram were absent through
fllness; but in their stead Rev. W. R.
Vance and Rev. B. Snell took part.
speaking respectively on * Teacher
Training " and *“ The Boy Problem."
The claims of the Junior League were
presented by Mrs. Hicks and Rev. J, W.
Baird conducted a very practical Round-
Table Conference.

Addresses were given at the evening
session by Rev. W. E. Millson and Rev.
J. W. Baird, and the choir of the church
provided suitable music.

The following officers were elected:
Hon. President, Rev. R. Hobbs, Exeter.

Wi
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subject of a deeply spiritual address by
Rev. W. R. Hughes, of Treherne, while
Rev, Dr. Cooke, Zion Church, Winnipeg,
gave a masterly presentation and fitting
close to a good convention, In his subject
of “Prayer as a Power in Personal
Work."

The following officers were elected:
Fresident, John Pollan, Treherne; Sec-
retary, Mrs. J. M. Lee, Treherne; Vice-
Presidents, (1) R. Halmes, Holland, (2)
J. W. Arpott, Carman, (3) Rev. R. G.
Martin, Sperling, (4) Asbury Somerville,
Cypress River; Conference Representa-
tive, Rev. J. D. Gregg.

Rockwood, Ont., Epworth League has
had a continuous existence since Janu-
ary 26, 1891, It was organized by Rev,
John Hort with thirteen charter mem-
bers. The League has done much that
is practical in character-forming by its
potent spiritual influence. Six of its
membership, in the twenty-one years of
its existence, have entered the ministry;
two of them being engaged in mission-
ary work in China. The coming of age
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of the League was duly celebrated by
special Bunday services, at which Rev.
Prof. McLaughlin, of Victoria College,
wags the preacher, and by a lecture on
Monday evening, by Rev. C. O. Johnston,
“The English, Irish, and Scotch.” Mr,
Gen. Clarkson, of Islington, Ont, the
first president of the Rockwood League,
was a welcome visitor at the celebra-
tion. We congratulate this League on
its splendid record and extend to them
sincere birthday greetings,

THE DELUSION OF DRUNKARDS,

Just as frogs congregate In the
nd marshes, and seem to
rlnulno that, by their croaking,
they emulate the nightin, 80
they who seek their enjoy
drinking liquor in taverns. In these
a Joud and mirthful life goes on
and In this wilful and self-produ
madness, even called pleasure, men
seek thelr chief  happiness.—
Seriver.

President, W. G. Medd,
Vice-Presidents, (1) Miss Jean Baird,
Parkhill, (2) J. M. Southcott, Exeter,
(3) Migs L. Welsh, Hensall, (4) Miss
E. Switzer, Rannock, (5) Mrs. R. Hicks,
Crediton; Secretary, Kev. E. G. Powell,
Exeter; Treasurer, Miss W. Hssery, Cen-
tralia; Conference Representative, Rev.
C. C. Kaine, Granton,

Miss Mae Wilson, Greenway, was ap-
pointed Corresponding-Secretary of the
St. Thomas Summer School, for the
Distriet.

Carman District

At the District Epworth League and
Sunday School Couvention, held in Elm
Creek, Man., about thirty delegates re-
gistered, The Convention was notable
for its lack of formality, intense interest
in the discussions, the dominating note
of “ Eygnipment for Service,” and its
deeply spiritual tone. Rev. J. 8. Woods-
worth's address on Citizenship, con-
tained many pointed paragraphs: ‘“ Citi-
zenship provides a means for the study
of political and economic problems.

. It is important to understand the
map of Palestine, but equally important
to understand the map of Canada. . . .
We should understand and try to meet
the problem of ‘the Atheism that acts
as if there was no God.’ . . . Only 25
per cent, of the men of Canada attend
and complete the grades of the Public
8chool, only 5 per cent. attend High
School, while only 1 per cent. have the
advantage of college, whereas in Japan
96 per cent. of the men pass the grades
of the Public School.”

* Our Oradle Roll and Home Depart-
ment, their highest function and how
best attained,” was the subject present-
ed by Rev. T, E. Taylor, of Glenboro. A
paper on “ The Ideal Bible Class,” by
Rev. T. Neville, of Holland, was so filled
with gems that some of the delegates
were heard to say that it was the best
they had ever heard on that subject.
Rev. R. G. Martin, of Sperling, intro-
duced the subject of ' The Soclal Work
of the League.” and how to make it a
force in winning the young people to
Christ. Dr. A, L. McLachlan, of Car-
man, dealt with * Missions a Leavening
Force in the World." Rev. Wm. Somer-
viile, of Cypress River, presented the
subject of ** How Best May the Superin-
tendent and Officers Contribute to Make
the School a Strong Personality,” and
J. Wesley Harris, Principal of Elm
Creek School, dealt with *“ The Advan-
tages and Disadvantages of Graded Les-
sons.” ' The Teacher and Her Class;

How to Win Them to Christ,” was the

TWO EXPRESSIONS OF OPINION BY TWO STRONG MEN

VEN.
Church, Toronto:

of the lllhlmuun decree, and
book to this end. The

THE LAD FELIX

A TRAGEDY OF THE NE TEMERE

By HENRY MILNER
CLOTH, ILLUSTRATED, $1.25, POSTPAID
©ODY, D.D, LLD., Rector St Paul's

“The book sounds a much needed warning against mixed marriages. Such
marriages are undoubtedly dangerous to that unity of faith
is essential to lasting happness and to
The wide circulation of your book will do much to warn the non-Roman partner
of the RISK that is involved in such unions.”

REV. J. C. SPEER, D.D., Pastor, High Park Avenue Methodist Church, Toronto:

“/he author has a clear and ample knowledge of the facts and working
he has subordinated every other element of the
tale 18 full of interest from start to finish, but the
climax 18 & tragedy which once read, haunts the memory for long days, and
one can see it over and over in the waking hours of the nig
I8 to be most earnestly congratulated upon his succe:
well as upon the message he sends forth at this particular time.

At all Booksellers, or from WILLIAM BRIGGS, Publisher

and worship which
the perfection of the Christian home.

. he author
sl 08 A su.r) writer, as

Charles Dickens.
Chll‘leu Dickens.

LITTLE PAUL.
LITTLE DAVID.
LB EVA. to:
LITTLE PETER. Mnrr at.
TOM AND MAGGIE. Rliot.
50c. each, illustrated.

EVERY BOY'S LIBRARY.
MAN Wlé'l'HOlUT A COUNTRY. Rev,

ale.
LAl)l)lF Evelyn Whita
TOOSEY. Evelyn whllukrr
THP PlBl) P]FI'R OF HAMELIN.
ert Brownin
THbML{T'Il"I LE LAME PRINCE. Miss

FORGIVE AND FORGET, AND
()THER STORIES. Maria Bdge-

orth.

LAZY LAWRENCE, AND OTHER
TORIES. Maria Bdgeworth.
THE DRUMS OF THE FORE AND
AFT. Rudyard Kipling.

50c. each.

BOOKS FOR YOUNG FOLKS

PEEPS AT MANY LANDS.
12 full page illustrations in colours.

CANADA. INDIA.
AI'STRAI 1A, HOLY LAND.
CHIN. SCOTLAND.

J \I’AN WALES,
PEEPS AT GREAT CITIES.

LONDON.

NEW YORK.

PEEPS AT HISTORY.
CANADA.
50c. emch. All postpaid.

POSTPAID AT ABOVE PRICES

WONDER BOOK. A Plcture Annual
for Boys and Girls, Regular
price, $1.00; now 60c.

THE EMPIRE ANNUAL FOR CANA-

HRLS. Ralulnr price,
$1.267 now 75e.

THE EMPIRE ANNU. CANA-
DIAN BOYS. R«xulur price,

$1.26; now 76e.

William Briggs=>sms I 0ronto
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Smiles
A little boy was going past a saloon
the door of which was wide open

with his dog Sport. The dog, not know-
ing any better, went in, and his little
master was soon after him with the fol-
lowing piece of good advice: * Come out
of there, Sport; don’'t be disgracing the
family.”

The old negro had put on a clean col-
lar and his best coat, and was walking
proudly up and down the street.

“Aren’t you working to-day,
asked one of his acquaintances.

“No, sah; I'se celebratin’ my golden
weddin’, sah.”

“ You were married fifty years ago to-
dny?"

* Yes, sah.”

“Well, why isn't your wife helping
you to celebrate it?"

‘““ My present wife, sﬂh " replied the
old man, with dignity, “ain’t got nothin’
to do with it. She's de second."—=Sel.

uncle?”

A little girl had sent back her plate
for turkey two or three times, and had
been helped bountifully to all the other
good things that go to make a grand
dinper. Finally she was observed look-
ing rather disconsolately at her unfin-
{shed dish of plum pudding.

“What is the matter, Ethel ?” asked
Uncle John. “You look mournful”

“That's the trouble,” sald Ethel. “I'm
more'n full.”

Then she wondered why everybody
laughed —The Continent.

A friend from Zion, Toronto, League
writes most “ boostingly " of Dr. Crews'
“ Practical Plans.” It has a lot of ex-
cellent things in it, and we gladly pass on
the good word. If you haven't the book,
it is well worth buying.

pied 0% recetet
. describing ! eastor musie,

hCholrgand Y. P Soctettes. o
wil be mailed for th card will suffice.

Chureh ¢ ) r Rumber) wili
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BLUEING FOR [ads eheet Blusing for the
Inundry. " Always ready. No-
24 WASHINGS U to ) splater.
Sheet Bluelng pomes ih paper
form.  Economical and efective. Guaratesd t0 please
One package containe tuelve’sheela eing, ] ()
sufficlent for twenty-four washings, Only c
Boys and Girls Wanted to be our Agents. You
can make Big Money. Every Woman Needs It.
Write to us for further information.
STERLING S8UPPLY CO., TORONTO, CAN.

CANADIAN EPWORTH

Total Abstainers

Do you desire to get your life
insurance at the price it should
cost you? If s
the usual premiums,
purchase your insurance on_ the
very favorable terms offered by

Equlty Life Assurance
Company of Canada

which

is the only aggressive
abstainers’ company in
It offers better terms
abstainers
other company offers.
an unexcelled record tor the
uo\'en years it has
Any denlred
mallon gladly given.

H. SUTHERLAND, President
Confederation Bullding, TORONTO

en in
infor-

ERA.
MANY YOUNG LADIES

(the number Increases every
year) find that

ALMA COLLEGE

is just the kind of school they have
been looking for. It is NOT ONE of
THE MOST EXPENSIVE schools,
but it is ONE OF THE BEST. It
| stands for health, inspiration, refine-
| ment, vigor, sincerity and good sen
in “ll ednucation of girls and young
wom
ror CATALOGUE address—

PRINCIPAL WARNER, St. Thomas, Ont

Albert Coliege,
fmmce” Belleville, Ont.

March, 1912—24
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| didates prepared yur for the examina-
tions held by the Institute of Chartered
\ Accounllnlu o! Ontario and for Commer-

cial Speclal!
lgp.nlll attention given to Matricula-
tion, ’l'ncher- Cnurul. locution, Fine Art,
Physical Cul
For Illu-tulud Calendar, address.

CIPAL DYER, M.A, D.D.
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traction:

. 3. 3. HARRE, PhD.

TORONTO

| Will supply Churches, Leagues and Sun-
| day Schools with Cuts for illustrating

Programmes, Church Reports, Topic
| Cards, etc, Firstclass work at moderate
prices.

A HIGH CLASS SCHOOL
LLIOTT

TORONTO, ONT.
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SAVINGS ACCOUNTS

We especially Solicit Accounts
with Out.of-Town Clients,

offering special facilities for
Depositing by Mail.

CENTRAL
CANADA

LOAN & SAVINGS COY.
26 KING ST. E., TORONTO




