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November 5th, 192

Sir Robert
President,
Toronto, Ont.

Dear Sir Robert:-

I hear very unofficially. that
the Bostobh School of AOPhHOlC"V is seeking
recognition from the oyal Institute of British
Architects for its ;aﬂad%ar graduates, At the
present time no school outside the British Empire
is recognlzed by the Royal ¢nstitutec

1 do not know how you feel
about this and I doubt as well the propriet
of making any formal protest. At the same
we in Canada are trying to build up schools 0
Architsctures We have at our disposal nothing
like the resources available in the American
Schools and if the Royal Institute grants to any
fmerican school the recognition extended to us
in Canada 1t places us under a further handicape.
0f course, if a student regards the Boston School
as better than any in Canada it is his privilege
to go there, dbut if he chooses to go and becomes
a graduate of that school, I do not think-the
Royal Institute should ex tend to him the same

privileges as if he graduated from a British
schools,

time,

I thought' 1If you would Join
me we night indirectly bring some pressure to

bear upon the officers of the Royal Institute not

to begin to extend these privileges to American
schools,

Yours faithfully,

4.




\

President’s Office.

Principal Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.lM.G.,
McGill University.

Dear Sir Arthur:

Please excuse me for not having answered your letter of the
5th November before this, but I was in doubt as to what answer to send, and
I have talked the matter over with one or two. I quite agree with you as to
the propriety of not making a formal protest against any action that the Royal
Institute of British Architects may take, for I think that it is not at all

unlikely that in answering any application from the lMassachusetts Institute

of Technology, if they felt they had to refuse, they would definitely put the

blame on us, and that would be most unfortunate. All the distance that I
think it would be wise to go would be to request that they should not put us
at a disadvantage by giving privileges to American Institutions such as they
will not give to us.

I think also that this should be communicated to them indirectly.
If any one in England who knows our situation has a chance of speaking to an
influential member of the Council of the Royal Institute of British Architects
he might prevent any harmful discrimination. Of course there is always the
danger of a representative going farther than one would have gone gngself,
Had Mr. Noxon, the Agent-General of Ontario, been in London at present we might
have commmnicated with him, but he is in Japan and may not be back for some
monthse. I am afraid I am at a loss to suggest any one else. The more I have
thought of it the more I have considered it unwise to make any formal

representations.







frofessor P, E. Nobbs,
14 Phillips Square,
Hontreal,

ily dear Professor Kobbs:~

Thank you for your letter

of February 9th,

m delighted to see that
the stand taken by you p nally, and which you
advised me on behalf of ¢t University to take, has
been amply Justified, 1] well that ends well.

faithfully,




February 9, 1925.

iy Arthur Currie,G.C.!L.G., K.C.B.,
Prineipal,

MeGill University,

Montreal, Canada,

Dear Sir Arthur,

vou will recollect my having called
your attention last September to an article by a
Mr. Bradshaw, in the R.I1.B.A. Journal of August
16th, the tone of whieh was singularly out of
harmony with the usual amenity of that periodical,
and in which certain schools of architecture, ours
among them, were assailed, and certain rather
odious comparisons instituted. This matter may
now be regarded closed, the last issue of the
R.I.B.A. Journal containing a general disclaimer
of editorial responsibility for signed articles.

I have, during the last few months,
been the recipnient of letters from all concerned -
the Secretary R.I.B.A., the Editor of the Journal,
the author of the article and the Chairman of the
®ducation Board. These are of a Very pe rsonal and
friendly character. 1t appears that what happened
was, that after the R.I.B.A. International Confer-
ence on Rducation was over, every one was tired
and went on holiday, and Mr. Bradshaw's article
was hurriedly prepared, and was seel by none but
himself till printed.

Mr. Curtis Green, the Chairman of
the Board of Architectural Education, in a letter
of 22nd December, 1924, says: "If you desire to
"do so, I shall be very glad for you to state that

Tyou have received an assurance from the Chairman
"of the Board of Archifectural RBducation that the




Sir Arthur Currie. Ps #o Feb.9 /25

"article in question was, like all other signed
"artlcles clearly unoff101al and merely an ex-
"pression of the personal VlPVS of the writer.™

P S The article which I withdrew from the

R.I.B.A. Journal will appear in the Journal of
the Royal Architectural Institute of Canada,
next issue. It will reach all Canadian are-
chitects, instead of only a few.

,i.)oTJ:QIU ©
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purpose of accommodating the Departme { History,although the

course in question did not meet the needs of the students in
Architecture nearly so well as that which it
(3) g meeting of Corporation held on June
the ‘Faculty of Arts was requested by the Board of Governors to
lengthen their academic year by one month. This request was
referred to the Faculty of Artd for consideration and report.
(4) At the Corroration meeting held on December 8th.1920 the
Faculty of Arts reported in favour of lengthening their academic
session by two weeks, but stated that in so doing many difficulties
would arise in connection with courses which were taken jointly by
students of the Faculty of Arts and of other Faculties,

This report of the Faculty of Arts was sent down to all
the other Paculties for their consideration.
(5) At a meeting of Corporation held on February 9th.1921
all the other Faculties reported on the proposal of the Faculty
of Arts. The various difficulties vould result from the
lengthening of the Arts session were c sidered and commented upon.

The Faculty of Applied Science in its report stated that these

difficulties could be overcome "the only inconvenience of any

gecount would be the setting of two examination papers” in each




2ulty of Arts
til the emnmd
Corporatio
ordered to be lengthened.
(7) All the Professors having joi courses (with
exception of Professor Bgsil Williams)

amina n papers for the students

“aculty of Applied Seience - ss it was pointed out

History was taker
chitecture, refer his request
and the Feculty of Arts refused to allow a
be prepared for the students in the Department of
Architecture.
(8) The examination in History for the Department
irchitecture is scheduled for April 25th. A.M. - that

Faculty of Arts is scheduled for May 9th.

(9) The Faculty of Applied Science now gsks for g Sep&TEte$w§’b
\

examination in History to be taken by the students of the

. > 4= 3rn 4+ P et S
Department of rehillecture on

A 1 the morning of April- e6thy, a8

a Ll O,

required by the scetion of Jorporat
(10) On May ¢th. the students in Architecture are engaged

in the regular work of their Summer School in Surveying at

Macd onald College, They work there in & group of students whieh

is broken up by the absence of any of its members. Furthermors,
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March 27, 1924,

Sir Arthur W. Currie,
Pringipal,

MeGill University,
Montreal.

Dear Sir Arthur,

Your kindly reproof regarding my
style and title in connection with my recent
paper at the R.I.B.A., I take as a pretty com-
pliment. It was, I think, in the interest of
our professional life here that it appeared as
it did.

As I am unable to return to London
to attend the International Congress on Archi-
tectural Fducation in July, the R.I.B.A. have done
me the honour of asking for a general exposition
of my views, to be published in the R.,I.B.A. Jour-

nal just before the Congress. That paper will be
gsigned in my quality as a Professor of MeGill.

It will represent my individual opinions only.

Yours very truly,

PEN/C

AT
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Narch 26th, 1924,

Professor P. E. Kobbs,
14 Phillips Square,
Hontreal,

ear Professor Nobbg:=

3 I am returning herewith the -

two numbers of the Journal 0f the Royal Institute
of British “rchitects, which you were good enough
to leave with me,

I read your paper with a great
deal of interest. 1If I have any oriticism to offer
it 1s that the papers are reported as having been
given by 'Percy E, Fobbs, etc., President of the
Province of Quebec Association of Architects"”., I
wish you could have introduced 'Professor of
Architecture in MeGill University®' somewhere; although
I know very well that those who heard you were aware
of your association with this University.

I am returning the Secretary's
let ter,.

Yours faithfully,

Principal,
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ROARD OF ARCEITECTURAL EDUCATION.-

27th lMay 1924.

Dear 3ir,

With reference to my letter of the 8th April
last, asking if you will be kind enougi to allow your nape
to be included in the list of Members of the Grand Com~
mittee for the International Ccngress on Architectural
Fducation, I shall te glad if you will tell me if my

T a~r

mwecutive Committee may have the lhionour of deing thia.

Ycurs faithfully,

—

Z';S,Pa:’lfl. i

Secretary to the Board.




July 30, 1924,

Wilfrid Bovey, Esq.,
Principal's Office,
MeGill University,
Montreal.

Dear Bovey,

Re cable from Royal Institute
of British Architects, Board of Architectural
Education, I advise reply as follows:-

"Montreal, July 30, 1924.

"Haynes,
. Ribazo, London.

"Ugse selections drawings MeGill School
"of Architecture for Travelling Exhibe
"ition. Return balance including
"measured drawings old French work.

"McGill University.”™

I will cover this with a letter to Haynes.,

Yours faithfully,

At




FORM T.D. 1 M.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY'S TELEGRAPH

TELEGRAM

All A./I‘essagos are received by this Company for transmission, subject to the terms and conditions printed on their Blank Form No. 2, which terms and
conditions have been agreed to by the sender of the following message. This is an unrepeated message, and is delivered by request of the sender
under these conditions.

J. McMILLAN, General Manager of Telegraphs, Montreal.

LCO MCGIL
JONTREAI

BOARD ARCHITECTURAL EDU CATION ROYAL INS UTE BRITISH ARCHITECTS WISH TO

ORGANIZE TRAVELLING EXHIBITION DUR ING NEXT YEAR OF SELECTED EXHIBI TS FROM

I NTERNATEFONAL CONGRESS E ARLBITION MAY WE HAVE PERMISSION KEEP FOR THIS

PERIOD SELECTIONS BEFORE EXHIBITION IS DISPERSED.

HAYNES RIBAZO.

1227 PM
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I wrote a letter to the
p .

President R.I.B.A. in slightly different terms
to what you suggested.

good wilshes,

Yours faithfully,

Principale.




The President,

Royal Institute of British Architects,
No. 9 Conduit Street,

London, England.

Dear Slr:- ; j

iy attention has been directed
to an article which appears on page 590 of your
Journal of the 16th of August issune. This article
is a criticism of the Students' Drawings exhibited
at the Congress Exhibit and represents, I take 1%,
the official view ofyour Institute.

This criticism ﬂakes & very
sweeping condemnation of the work of the Department
of Architecture of this University, the reference
being as follows:

"MThe MoGill University exhibit
was dilsappointing as the fruits of a five-year
course. At Toronto University the presentation is
often a feeble. imitatlion of the Beaux-Arts style,
and many of the plans were wrong in scale and poor
in design. The work 1s, however, better than that
of McGill University".

In view of the fact that our
school has so recently been recognized by your
Institute we cannmot help feeling considerabdle
surprise and regret to find its work comdemned in

such an unqualified way. Thé comparison of the
work of this school with that of Toronto seems
altogether unnecessary and cannot have any good
effect whatever In the relations existing between
these two schools.. Such a comparison teaches us
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seoms to me that in such

n
an article all the schools might reasonably have

expected to find some explanation 6f the criticism

and somo constructive suggestion. Well thought out
¢riticism is always beneficial and always welcome,

but the r ence to' the work of MoGill school

helps us in no particnlar and ca productive of

nothing but harnm.




September 17, 1924

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.,
Prineipal,

MeGill University,

Montreal.

Dear Sir Arthur,

The attached memo. to the Secretary,
Royal Institute of British Architects, contains a
copy of cables exchanged. This qualified consent
to the publication of my article is in deference
to the view you expressed.

May I hear whether you saw your

way to accept my suggestion that you might com-
municate with the President, R.I.B.A.?

I also enclose & letter from Sep-
timus Warwick to Professor Traquair, on this sub-
ject, which please return.

Yours very truly,




September 17, 1924,

The Secretary,
Royal Institution of British Architects,

9 Conduit St. Regent St.,
London, W.l, ®ngland,

Dear Mr. MacAlister,

I have today received the following
cable:~
"London, Sept.l6.
"Hobbs,
"1l4 Phillips Sqr. Montreal.

"Hope may publish your paper this weel's
"Journal. Please cable.

"Direcks."”
I have replied as follows:

"Ribazo,
"London.

"Dircks. Publish if accompanied by official
"disclaimer Bradshaw's order of merit.

"Nobbs".

This is without prejudice to the issue
which has been raised.

Yours faithfully,

¢<;é) /ﬁéj/g?jzzpﬁz?/)

R




From

THE PrincipaL anp VicE-CHANCELLOR.

McGiLe UniversiTy,

MonTREAL.

PRINCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR:

SIR ARTHUR W. CURRIE, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.
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October 8, 19256,

Sir Arthur Cufrdey G.C.M.G., X.C.B.,
Principal, ?

MeGill University,

Montreal.

Dear Sir Arthur,

Pollowing our conversation today
the subject of the Royal Canadian Academy's free
evening life-classes, I have very great pleasure
acceding to your suggestion to nut the matter in
writing.

1. One of the functions of the Academy is to

organize these classes wherever there is a demand,
throughout Canada, and the Academy finds its re-
sources crippled as the government subsidy has of
late been reduced by sixty-six per cent.

2e The Provineial School of Fine Arts does

not provide the nude for its pupils. Higher in-
struction in drawing will thus not be available in
a free school in the city unless the Academy classes
can be organized.

3. The Art Association has always been willing

to provide the studio accommodatior, and will prob-
ably do so this year, free of all charges, and be-
sides defray part of the cost of the regular instruct-
or.

4. The local Academicians are prepared to pass
upon the eligibility of students for these higher
studies, to visit the class in rotation, and to re-
commend a regular instructor in the person of Mr. Dy~
onnet, while the Academy, as a body, is prepared to
pay the wages of the models.

5, The Department of Architecture at McGill has
always urged its more advanced students to take ad-
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vantage of these '¢lasses. Twenty-five per cent (25%)
of the attendance this year might be expected from
this source. The Department has neither the accommo-
dation nor the means to nrovide a life class of its
own, as is eustomary in most Schools of Architecture
on this continent.

It is very desirable that sufficient funds

lould be available to enable duplication of the

ime table so as to avoid mixed classes, i. e. four
nights a week instead of twn.
. A sum of from $800.00 to $1,000.00 made over
to the Academy for use in this connegtion would en-
able this work to be undertaken, with thorough in-
struction and adequate supervision.

I am,
Yours faithfully

(Signed) Percy ®. Nobbs,

THE ROYAL CANADIAN ACADEM
LIFE CLASS COMMITTEER.




October 8, 1925,
SiI‘ J.T'th'lll‘ CuI‘Tie, :I-C.":-:}a, ;{oCoBa’
Principal,
VeGill University,
Monntreal.

Dear Sir Arthur,

Following our conversation today on
the subject of the Royal Canadian Academy's free
evening life-classes, I have very great pleasure in
acceding to your suggestion to put the matter in
writing.

1. One of the functions of the Academy ds to
organize these classes wherever there is a demand,

throughout Canada, and the Academy inds its re-
sources crippled as the government subsidy has of
late been reduced by sixty-six per cent.

2, The Provineial Sehool of Fine Arts does

not provide the nude for its pupils Higher in-
struction in drawing will thus not be available in

a free school in the city unless the Academy classes
can be organized.

3o The Art Association has always been willing

to provide the studio accommodation, and will prob-
ably do so this year, free of all charges, and be-
gsides defray part of the cost of the regular instruct~
or.

4, The local Academicians are prepared to pass
upon the eligibility of students for these higher
studies, to visit the class in rotation, and to re-
commend a regular instructor in the vperson of Nr, Dy-
onnet, while the Academy, as a body, is prepared to
pay the wages of the models.

be The Department of Architécture at MeGill has
always urged its more advanced students to take ad-
vantage of these classes, Twenty-five per cent (25%)
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of the attendance this year might be expected from
this source. The Department has neither the accommo=~
dation nor the means to provide a life class of its
own, as is customary in most Schools of Architecture
on this continent.

6o It is very desirable that sufficient funds

shoutd be 3vailab1e to enable duplication of the
timetable so as to avoid mixed classes, i. e. four

nights a week instead of two.

7 A sum of from $800.00 to $1,000,00 made over
to the Acadeny for use in this connection would en-
able this work to be undertaken, with thorough in-
gtruction and adequate supervision.

I am,
Yours faithfully,

ﬂv‘}/’ ’/ﬂf’//,,,,/~/-
FOR THE ROYAL GANADIAJ ACADEMY
LIFE CLASS COMMITTRE.




October 9, 19925.

Colonel W, Bovey,
Princival's Office,
MeGill University,
Montreal.

Dear Colonel Bovey,

The enclosed letter to Sir Arthur
Currie results from my conversation with him
yesterday. I understand he has left town and
will be away some time, but I think from what he
sald that he has in mind some way of supporting
the Academy Life Class, so I send two copies of
my letter to him in case he desires to send one
of them where it would do most good. I shall
therefore be obliged if you will have these let~-
ters forwarded to him, instead of awaiting his
return.

Yours very truly,

B, At




