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THE CANADIAN

CHRISTIAN

EXAMINER,

AND

PRESBYTERIAN REVIEW.

NUMBER <,

JUNE, 1837,

VOLUME 1.

RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS ETC.

FOR THE CHRISTIAN FXAMINER.

Appress or THE PRRSBYTERY* oF Ham-
ILTOY, TO THE CONGREGATIONS UNDER
TS CARB, 0N THE OBSERVANCR OF THB
SasBaTH.

Dearety Berovep BrReTHREN,~—

As your spiritual guardians, earnestly
desiring your welfare, and bound to
watch over you as those who must give
an account, we feel ourselves called to

* At Hamilton 12th Apnil, 1837, the which day
the Presbytery of Hamilton met and w as consti-
tated.

Inter alia-—

The Presbytery called for the draft of an Ad-
dress on the Observance of the Sabbath, ordered
t0 be preparcd at 1ast meeting, which was given
m and read: and the Presbytery, having mature-
1y considered the same and approved of it, order-
cd 1t to be printed and distributed, under the di-
rection of the clerk, and enjoined the numsters
of this Presbytery, to read it from the pulpit to
their respective congrezations.

Extracted (rom the Records of the Preshytery
(0{ }\lnnullon. by Alesander Gale, Preshytery

crk

exercise the authority with wlieh we
are invested, in warning jou agawst a
sin, which threatens to become the run
of our Church, as it is the disgrace of
the land in which we dwell—the sin of
profaning God's holy Sabbath, And
we affectionately beseech you to suffer
the word of exhortation.

We trust, Brethren, that it is not ne-
cessary for us to prove to you, the
divine origin and perpetual obligation
of thie Sabbeth, but there is reason to
fear that many of you do not lay suffi-
ciently to heart, the solemn considera-
tions by which the command to keep
the Sabbath holy unto the Lord, is en-
forced. The Sabbath was instituted
by God, when first the heavens and the
earth were made, and prepared ass
glorious dwelling place for the sons of
men; it was promulgated to the Old
Testament Church, as one of the con -
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mandments of the unchanging moral
taw; and it has been sanctioned, and in-
vested, it’ posaible, with stll deeper
sucredness under the Gospel, not only
by the example of the inspired apostles
and disciples of our Lord, but by its
being consecrated to the comtmemora-
tion of the work of man’s redemption.
And while the Sabbath is thus sacred
aund binding, as an wstitution of divine
appointment, no lesssacred and binding
is it, as an msuitution fraught with di-
vine beneficence, and 1utended for the
welfure of ourrace. Theregular return
of the day of rest, furmshes to man,
doomed to eat Ius bread by the sweat
of ly brow, a grateful scason of' re-
laxation from toil. It affords lum time
for seeking after that blessing of God,
winch alone maketh rich, and addeth no
sorrow. And by enabling him to with-
draw lis attention from the distracting
business and ceres of the world, it
places him 1 most favourable circum-
stances for attending to the things
whichconcernh-s everlasting peace,and
laying up treasures m lleaven, where
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, nor
tieves break through and steul.  And,
Brethren, is it a hght thing to profane
a day, thus set apart and sanctified, to
the remembrance and worship of him
by whom we were created, and by
whom we have been redeemed, and to
the advanccment of our own spiritual
and eternal well-being ? Or in what
light are they to be regarded, who fail
to fulfil the ends for which the day has
been instituted, but as enemies of their
own best intercsts, and contemaers of
the benevoleat intentions of Heaven.
We would therefore, dearly Beloved,
address you on tiug momentous subject
with all plainness and fidelity.

By the law of the Sabbath, it is im-
peratively required of you, that on
God's holy day, you sabstain from all

AUDRESS ON THE OUSBRVANLE OF THE SABRATH,

ordinery work; from ever, work, which
an cnlightened and tender conscience
cannot clearly see to be a work of ne-
cessity and mercy; that you forget the
amusements and recreations, wiich are
allowed on other days of the week:
that you refruin from the reading of
worldly books, the utterance of worldly
speech, and the thinking of worldly
thoughts; and that you devnte your-
sclves exclusively, in public and in pri-
vate, to the great business of religion.
«*If thou turn away thy foot from the
Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on
my holy duy; and call the Sabbath a
delight the holy of the Lord, honour-
able; and shalt honour him, not doing
thine own ways, nor finding thine own
pleasure, nor speaking thine own words:
Theu shalt thou delight tiyself in the
Lo.d; and 1 will cause thee to ride
upoun the high places of the earth, and
feed thee with the heritage of Jacob
thy father: for the mouth of the Lord
hath spoken it."”

Such is the law of the Sabbath, pro-
mulgated by God himself, Nor is it
either a hard or unreasonable law. The
spiritually minded man—the man whois
really in carnest in the pursuit of salva~
tion—far from accounting the Sabbath
a weariness, cannot fail to hail its re-
turn as a privilege, and to count its em-
ployments a delight.  Yet, Brethren, is
it not the case, that by many of you
the law of the Sabbath is disregarded,
and God's holy day profaned ? Are
not some of you chargeatle with the
sin of not wholly suspending your
worldly occupations on the Sabbath ?
Are there not some of you, who devote
the Sabbath almost exclusively to re-
creation or amusement ? Are not many
of you to be found among the crowds,

4 Tynizh, ch, 58 v. 13-11



ADDRESS ON THE OBSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH.

who are seen as regularly as the Sabbath
returns, travelling along the roads for
business or pleasure ? Nay ! are there
not many of you, who frequent the
society of these who mispend and dis-
lionour the Sabbath, amd the gossip
and dissipation of the tavern? And
amony those of you, Brethren, wihio do
not go to such a length in the out-
ward desecration of the Sabbath, are
there not multitudes, who habitually
fail to sanctify the Sabbath unto the
Lord, by unnecessarily absenting your-
selves from the public ordinances of reli-
gion—Dby the neglect of fanuly worship
—by inattention to the religious instruc-
tion of your children—by forgetfulness
of closet dev otions—-and by spending the
Sabbath as if it were only intended to
be a day of indolent abstinence from
labowy, and not a day to be actively
consecrated to the service of God ?
And, alas ! Brethien, cven among those
of youof whom we hope better things,
and things that accompany salvation, is
therc not too often a want of watchful-
ness over your thoughts, specch, and
behaviour on the Sabbath—a want of
tenderness of conscience,in drawing the
hine of distinction between works that
are lawful, and works that arc unlawful,
on that dey—and a want of zeal in dis-
countenancing the sin of Sabbath break-
ing, in your own families, and - . the
world around jou ?

Brethren, we say not these things in
anger, but in sorrow. We seek not to
provoke you, but to amend. As God
knoweth our kearts,“our desireand pray-

eristhat ye may be saved;” and therefore
we seek to arouse you by a plain and
faithful appeal to your consciences, to a
sense of the guilt which you incur, and
the danger to which you expose your-

selves, by breaking the holy command-
ment of him who is the Lord of the
Sabbath, and wha Eath denowneed judg- !
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ments against thoso by witom the Sab-
bath is profaned. It were no proof of
kindness to throw a vel over vour of-
fences, knowing and believing, as we
do, that while 1hese things are allowed
among you, it is in vain for you to call
yourselves by the name of the Lord, or
to hope that lis blessing will rest upon
you, or to expect that religion will
flourish in your own souls. or in the
Church to which you belon,.

Let cach of you, then, be exhorted to
scarch out and forsake the sin of Sab-
bath profanation, with which you may
be chargeable. To all of you, of every
rank and degree, we say, put away the
evil of your doings; profane not God'r
holy day, by engaging in any unneces
sary labour; wmispend it not in amuse-
ment or recreation; insult not God, and
vex not his pecple, by devoting 1t to
travelling, whether for business or plea
sure; waste not its opportutmties inun-
necessary visits to your neighbours or
friends; let your reading, your speech,
your thoughts,be all such as the sacred-
ness of the day demands; and let the
business of religion be proseculed with
all dihgence and devotedness, in the
liouse of God, in vour familice, and in
vour closets.

To parcnts and masters, we za). te
careful to absiain from making unneces-
sary demands on the time cr the serv:
ces of your children and dependants:
rccomniend to them the observance of
the Sabhath by the influence of a blame-
less example; and cert the authorit
wiich you possess, in exhorting and
comnuanding them to walk in the wars
of the Lord, and restraining them from
seeking tiheir own pleasure and doing
their own wil - 1 fite day of the Lerd.

And, above all, 20 you who arc rulers
inthe Church,we say,fiuithfully and fear-
lessly exert the power with which the
graat Head of the Charel huth investe |
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vou, m opposing ard putting down the
cin of Sabbath-breaking. While you
are careful that your own example is
such as becomes the high and holy of-
fice which you hold, sce that the sins of
others benot allowed to pass unnoticed
or uncensured. Remember that un-
faithfulness in this respect, though it
may save you from the enmity and cen-
sure of man, will render you traitors to
Christ. Let no Sabbath-breaker, there-
fore, be ndmitted to the enjoyment of
Church p:ivileges, until he has rendered
satisfaction to the Church, and turned
from his evil ways. Let it be anunder-
steod thing, among the people under
your care, that if eny will not submit
to the law of the Sabbath laid down by
God, but will dare to lay downa law for
himself, ye are, nevertheless, finnly de-
termined that ye will please God rather
than man.

These things, Brethren, we exhort
vou, as your spiritus] guardions, to do;
and our exhortations we address to you,
in the mame of him from whom our
authonty is derived. Asif Christ did
beseech and exhort you by us, we be-
seech and exhort you, to take heed to
the things which we have spoken, and
wherein any of you are conscious of
nrofaning the day of' the Lord, to re-
pent—to turn from the error of your
ways—and to devote yourselves to the
service of Christ, in a perpetuel cove-
nant, never to he forgotten. By the
inerey which Christ is ever ready to
extendto the believing penitent: by the
terrors of that ficry wrath, of wiich
his adversaries shall be consumed; by
the joyvs of that eternal Sabbath above,
for which the Sabbaths of earth are
intended to prepare us: we would ad-
re you to reinember the Sabbath day
1o keep it holy.

Brethren. ye are the children of them

ADTRE23 ON THE OBSERYANCIE oF THEL SAUBDCATH,

and although abounding tranegression
telle, that many have sedly fallen from
the faithandthe holiness of theirfathers,
we think that the time is not yet come,
in which ve will turn a deaf ear to the
voice of him whom your fathers taught
vou to honvur as the Lord of the Sab-
tath. No! Brethren, we will rather
hope that in answer to his call, yeshall
be scen as ome wan, retirmng to the
Lord with weeping and with supplica-
tion; enquiring after the good old paths
in which your tathers walked; and re-
colutely following thewr footsteps, to
that land of rest whither they bhave
gone, and where they now spend an
eternal Sabbath, a day of ceascless en-
joyment, in the exclusive scrvice of
God.

Now unto liim who s able to keep
vou from falling, and to present you
fuultless before the presence of his
glory with exceeding 10y; to the only
wise God, our Saviour, be glory, and
majesty, and dominion, and power, both
nowand ever. Amen.

ON THE UXIVERSAL DItFUSION OF ¢RI~
TIANITY.

No event is more clemly predicted
in Scripture, then tie arnval of a
penod, when the prevalence of Chris-
tianity wil be umversal.  “All the
kingdoms of he carth,” we are told.
#shull become the lungdoms of our
Lord and of us Canst.” ¢ All ends
of the carth shall remember, and
turn unto the Lord; and all the kidreds
of the carth shall warship before lnm.™
“The earth shall be full of the kaou -
ledge of the Lord, as the waters cover
the sca.”  “From the nsing of the sun
even unto the going down of the same,
God's name shall be great among the
Gentiles: end m every place, inccnse

who Joved and revered the Subbath: skall be ofiered unto hun, wad o pucof-



ON THE UMVERSAL IMPTUSION OF CHRISTIANIY.

fering.,” Theseare n few of the most ex-
plicit predictiots, which occur in Scrip-
ture, relative to the universal dissenn-
uation of pure religion, and which, with
many others, arc so indisputably pro-
phetical of such a huppy cousuniaation,
that it is impossible otherwise to ex-
plain themn.  But apart frum sech serip-
tural intumations, the event of whichwe
speak appears so glorifying to God, so
signala triunph of' the T'ruth, such an
evidence of its divine original, such an
indication of its superiority over all
other religions—a result, in fine, so
worthy the unspeakable importance of
Christianity, that evenwere we unfur-
nished with such inspired declarations
of ity certuinty, it would stiil be to
Christians an object of as sanguine an-
ticipation, as of ardent desire; und while
we have every reason to lead us tohope
for such a glorious cra, we have no
groundto doubt that it shall arrive. It
will certainly imply a signal interposi-
tion of the Almighty, but net more
signal than that by which pure 1eligion
las been; from the commencement of
tire world till now, preserved amid elc-
ments armed for its destruction; an in-
terposition not more remarkable than
that the bush, which so much excited
the awe and astonishment of Moses,
should burn and not be consumed.—
What more signal display of divine
agency, than the preservation of the
piecty of Noah and Enoch, amid the
prevalence of a gross and universal de-
pravity; thecall of Abraham from the
midst of an idolatrous world, to the
service and worship of the true God;
the continuance of the divine know-
Jedge and worship for so many ages
among the Israelites, notwithstanding
their extreme pronencss to idolatry,
their frequent relapses into its impure

10t

thus preserved, in tie cly cyee of th

world anmeng a distine: po ple, fur these

important reasons awayg thersy Vg
to manifest the power of Gudy in pre-
serving it amid so mauy Lostile and de-
structive influcnces; that the divire
oracles might be hept imichle fur the
confrmation of the Saviour's nission,
aud for the beuefii of the Churchin
every succeedisyg aget that there might
be a greater facility aflorded for the
introduction and estubis Linent o Chris-
tianity, than if' all truces of former
revelations had Leen oneut anay; and
thiat a people, (nuncly hedevs) wight
be kept distinet, to atiid anviher pruof
of divine power, and of tie uth of
Scripiure propleey, in bringing them
over to the Ciirstian Church zta future
period. It is not more wonderiul that

Cliristianity should advance from its

present state of partial disscminaiion
to utiiversal prevalence, thau that it
should have advunced from iis first ori-
gin to its present extension; or that its
principles should be thoroughly transtu-
sed throughout that world which it has
alrcady to such an extent impreguaied,
then that by the fecbiest wmstrunicutali

ty, it should have been made, in the
early ages, to triwmgh over all the re-
sistance which a combination of the
greatest povi er with the most imvcierate
hostility could bring to bear against it
—to triumpl, tvo, not in this and the
cther corner, but inevery quarter of the
known world—not by a slow progress,
but with astonishing rapidity. It will
ot be more rewarkuble fur the ¢ sunof
rightcousness ™ to irradiate with his
beams every spot of the habitaole glube,
than that,at the era of the Refurmation,
after Christianity had become aimost
cxtinct under a mass of crrors and de-
basing superstitions, the light of divine

customs, and their ieinity to nations| truth, issuing from the gloom of 2 mon-

which knew not Gul. Religion wes'

astic celly should, with u rapidity cor-



102

responding to sts first dissemination,
bave been diflused  throughout the
Church, and popish darkness dissipated,
like the shades of night hefore th:e radi-
ance of” the sun. No: the overthrow of
the obstacles which have stood in the
way of its, hitherto, ouly partial pro-
gress, is as wonderful as the removal of
theec can be which obstruct its univer-
sal propagation. Even were it other-
wise, there are still no limits to divine
power; and if such & glorious result as
we speak of bein the highest degree
worthy of God—such as might be cx-
pected from his mercy; if it be a tri-
umph of Christianity, suitable to its
ouigin and invaluable blessings; and,
above ally if it be predicted in Scripture,
all doubt and unbelief should vanish,
What is impossible with man, is possi-
ble with God. The power which is
jeagued with Christianity, is divine, and
therefore perfectly adequate to accom-
plish such a result. «Not by might, nor
by power, but by my spirit, saith the
Lord of hosts.” Ia this the religion
that has God for its author, differs from
all others, that while the latter can tri-
umph only over a certain measure of
opposition, obstacles and hindrances
are nothing to that supreme power to
which the Gospel owes equally, its ori-
gin, continuance,and progress. While
the success of other religious systewns
depends wholly upon circumstances, the
mostunfavourableaspect of these,afforde
no ground for despairing of this cause;
for that supernatural agency whichis
involved in the very existence of Chris-
tianity, has only to be brovght to bear
upon them, and they become as though
they were not. Vhen we think of the
mighty obstacles which obstruct the
universal spread of the Gospe), we are
apt to despair. We eee not how every
valley can be exalted, and every moun-
tain and hill carn be made low; how the

ON JHE UNIVERSAL PIFFUSION OF CHRISTIANITY,

crooked can be meade straight, and the
rough places plain. ' We see Heathen
idolatry entwined around the affections
of its voturies, by its subserviency to
their Justs, enslaving them by supersti-
tion, and almost impregnable to the
assaults of truth through an intractable
ignorance and barbarism; the Mahotn-
ctan imposture, nurturing in its dupes
a hatred of idolatry, and arming them
against Christianity, which, from its
doctrine of the Trinity, it represents as
idolatrous, while its pure precepts far-
ther excuse their dislike as elaves
of sensuality. We sve popery dazzling
men through the medium of the gen-
ses, favouring by its indulgence the
practice of vice, and having a firm
hold on its followers through the infiu-
ence of superstitious fear. We see
the followers of Jewish Infidelity,whose
inveterate and almost insuperable preju-
dices against the Gospel, may be esti-
mated by the sacrifices they submit to,
in preference to espounsing Christianity.
We see, in addition to these g-cat bar-
riers to the progressof truth, despotism
in varions forms, with its host of selfish
juterests and passions: and in the con-
templation of this formidable array of
obstacles, we are apt to abandon the
cause in despair. But we should, when
go disposed, recollect thut the spirit of
God has only to move over the face of
this moral chaos, and order and beauty
will be educed from its darkness and
confusion. He has omly to pronounce
the word, and the region and shadow of
death will be illuminated with celestial
light. The progress which the Gos-
pel hasalready made—its dicsemination,
to a certain cxtent, in every quarter of
the globe—is at once an encouragement
and pledge of its universal diffusion,
And that expansive benevolence which it
inspires—that desire it excites. in those
who sharc its blessings, to extend to
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others a participation of what is so un-
speakably valuable, aflfords a special
guarantee for the arrival of the Mille-
nial era. Inthisrespect, also, Christi-
anity differs from all other rcligions.
What false religion inspires such a be-
nevolence? We hear of' no votaries of
such a religion landing upon our shores,
with the well-meaming but ill-directed
aim of converting us from our pure
faith to their superstition, from light to
darkness, from truth to error. We hear
of no institutions among Heathen na-
tions, whether ancient or modern, for
propagating their superstitions in dis-
tant lands.  But the faith of the Gospel
inspires such a noble philanthropy; that
they, in whom it exists, are not content
with enjoying themselves the invaluable
blessings it confers, but they are fired
with an ardent zeal, and prompted to
the most strenuous exertions, to extend
this happiness to others. Now, this
spirit of benevolence, this tendency in
Christianity to extend and communicate
itself; is at once a proof of the strength
of the principles it inspires, and & guar-
antee for its universal ascendancy: for
who cannot perceive that if, into that
mighty apparatus of plans and opera-
tions for the spread of the Gospel, the
animation of more zeal were infused,
the result would be astonishing. More
countries would be visited with the
Gospel, and in those where its joyful
sound has been already heard, it would
obtain a wider extension—such an ex-
tension as would, in many cases, lead
them in their turn to co-operate for its
diffusion in other lands; and only admit
the supposition, which is exceedingly
probable,that many nations on which the
lightof Christianity has little more than
dawned, shall be ere long inspired with
a zeal for its propagation elsewhere,
and the speedy introduction of the Mil-
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lenium must appenr under God, a natu-

ral and necessary result.
This happy eventis further probable,

from its accordance with the main de-
sign of rcedemption, which was to glo-
rify the divine attributes, especially
God's mercy, power, and holiness,.—
Now, all these attributes are more sig-
nally manifested by the universal than
by the partial diffusion of the truth.
His mercy is; for as this attribute is
displayed in conferring on our race the
blessings of redemption, the more ex-
tensive the participation in these, the
more must it be maguified; his power
also; for one great aim of God's ad-
ministration has been to vindicate his
superiority over the dominion of evil
and its agents; now, if’ this superiority
has been signally disp.ayed in the par-
tial emancipation of our race from the
reign of darkness, what an illustrious
triumph would his power and grace
obtain, in the eyes of the intelligent uni-
verse, by the subjection, to the intluence
of the Gospel,of thewhole world. And,
lastly, his holiness; for nothing would
be more calculated to raise it above
suspicion, or be a more decisive proof
of his love toit, than that there should
not be a spot of the habitable globe
where it was not to be found, through
his agency, displaying its lovaly fruits,
and prolific of the choicest blessings.
Should it be asked, why, if the universal
prevalence of Christianity be so glorify-
ing to God, has it been, for so long a
time, deferred? One reason of this is,
to furnish a striking proof of the evil of
sin, which has been the only obstruction
to its universality, as divine knowledge
has been repeatedly communicated to
men, in circumstances so favourable to
its extension throughout the world,
that its not having been long ere now
so extended, has been simply owing to
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that deprazity winch was apposed to it
andwinch it 1s destened to destroy. This
partial inflaence of the truth hasbeen ne-
cessary also, to render our world a the-
wtre for thedisplay of the noblest graces
of Christiamity, as faith, patience, love,
devotediess to CGod, and the like; and
when Godl has, by leaving men for a
sufiicient lenusth of time to the bias of
thelr own cerruption, afforded scope for
ts display in all its revoliing forms, to
shew more fally the uaspeakable value
of his grace, winch rescues man from
such an evil, and clearly exhivited how
incapable man is of rescuing himself
from his misery; and also sufiiciently
imaganified Christianity by displaying its
tHustrions graces in contrast with a
general depravisy, and in the noble atti-
tnde of resistance to it—then we may
expect that divine benevolence, meeting
with no obstacles to its spontancous
diffusiveness, will delight in pouring out
thosc rich blessings on our race, to
which prophecy divests our expecta-
tions.

It is evident that much important
instruction is taught by the prospect of
this glorious era; but nolesson it teaches
is more interesting than that of the ob-
ligation it lays Christians under, to
increase their zeal and exertions for the
propagation of the Gospel. Tfough
the spirit of God willbe the great agent
in bringing about this event, still st will
not be cffected independent of human
instrumentality. The omnipotent calls
us “to his help against the mighty,”
and when we think of the compara-
tively small progress which the Gospel
has made since the primitive ages of
Christianity, we cannot infer the speedy
afrival of the Millenial period, without
supposing a very remarkable increase
to take place, of cffcctive operations for
the spread of the Gospel.  If this period
is destined to arrivesoon, thenassuredly
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there must soon be a vast accession
made to the zeal, liberality, sud exertion.
which are at prosent at work, for the
conversion of the nations. And it
becemes every Christian to enquire,
whether he is setting an example of
such a zeal for the disscnination of
divine truth, as if generally followed by
his feilow-Christians, would, by the
blessing of God, be likely to bring about
the speedy arrival of the Milienial era.
It becomes each of us toenquire, wheth-
er our zez2l and liberality in this cause,
bear any proportion to the value of sal-
vation, the gratitude we owe forits
blessings, and the spiritual wants of the
world. Aud judging by such criteria,
are none of us chargeable with defi-
ciercy? And what is the cause of this
deficiency 7 It proceeds, alas ! from an
engrossing worldliness of mind; a want
of trust in the divine mercy, and of
faith in the divine promises. Filled
with narrow and sclfish desires, we
have no room in our souls for the ex-
pansive feelings of pity and benevolence.
Not firm in our coafidence that we are
ourselvesthe objects of the divine mer-

v how can we be zealous in showing
pity towerds others. So appalled by
obstacles in the way of God's cause,
we are natwrally discouraged. IHere
Yies, we are persuaded, the secret of our
defective zeal. Theapostles were dead
to the world; unscen realitics engrossed
their souls; they knew in whom they be-
licved; they firmly trusted in the divine
merey; they deeply felt the value of sal-
vation; they were confident of the tri-
umph of the cross, and therefore, they
held not therr lives dear unto them.—
They endured privations and sufierings
for the advancement ¢f truth, and glo-
ried n them: aud so in regard to us; as
long as we continue nvetted to the world
and weak in the faith, so long shall we
afford 1o nn a spectacle of incansistens
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ey, anl vrotract, by our indolence, the
spiritaat thraldom of mankind; but were
the spirit of the world to be subdued in
us—did the same fzith which quiets the
terrors of guilt, present to our view the
ulory of thelatter days—then the Apos-
tolic flame would be rekindled in our
bosoms,and our duty, inregard to God’s
cause, would be no longer a matter
of cold celeulation,  May it be an un-
ceasing object of our prayers, that He
will grant to us and theChristian world
in general, suchan increaseof the Apos-
tolic spirit as will prompt all to exer-
tions more proportioned to the spiritual
wants of the world.

'l‘- Al
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Extracted from Rescarches in Jlrmenia,
by the Rev. E. Swith, and the Rev.
I1. G. O. Dwienr.

It forms a very interesting occupa-
tion to the student of the Christian 1lis-
tory, to compare the efiects which the
Gospel has produced upon different na-
tions, and to investizate the causes
which may have given origin to the pe-
culiar opinions, customs, and corrup-
tions, that may now be found existing
among them.

We intend no more it present than
to make such selections from the Re-
scarches, &c. as may convey an accu-
rate view of the state of the Clergy in
the Armenian Church,

Next in importance, to the history of
the Romish Church, we may place that
of the Greeks, of which thie Armenianis
a branch.

“ Armcenia is an inland country at the
castern extremity of Asia Mioor, lying
at short distances from the Medjterra-
nean on the southwest, the Black sea
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on the northwest, the Caspian on the
northeast,and at a much greater distance
from the Persian gulf on the southeast.
Its western boundary is not far from si
hundred miles east of Constantinople.
On the north are the ancient Albanio,
Iberia and Colchis, orthe modernGeorg-
ia and the adjucent provinces; on the
west, Pontus and Cappadocia; on the
south, Mesopotamia and Assyria; and
on the cast, the ancient Media Atroypa-
tene, or modern Aderbaijan. It extends
about four hundred and tlurty miles in
longitude, end about three hundred 1n
latitude.

s In the most flourishing period of its
history, it was divided into fifteen pro-
vinces,which againwere subdivided into
almost as many cantons as there are
valleys in that mountainous region.—
In the centre of them all was the
province of Ararad (Ararat), distin-
guished for its extent and fertility, and
which, frow its having been almost in-
variably the residence of the Armenian
court, is unifoninly mentioned in the
Bible instcad of Armonia itscll. Oun
the monntains of "this province, Secrip-
wre tlls us, the ark rested after the
flood. Iere was the second cradle of the
human race, and from hence were scat-
tered over the face of the earth,the first
progepitors of cvery nation.”

The Gospel was introduced into this
country carly in the third century, and
was eagerly embraced by the court aud
the whole nation. Its professors sus-
tained a very severe persecution, A. D.
377, inconscquence of an atternpt made
by two powerful chiefs, who had re-
nounced the Christian religion for that
of Persia, and who were promised the
sovrcignty of Armenia by the Persian
monarch, provided they should succeed
in converting their countrymen to the
religion of Zoroaster. The bishops and
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Jriests were carried in chains to Persia,
where many perished by torture, and in
prison; and Magi, accompanied by ex-
ccutioners, were stativned in the Arme-
nian towns and villages, to convert the
people to the worship of fire. But they
made a determined resistance, perform-
ed prodigies of valour, and facing with
equal firmness the force of superior
nambers, and the influence of sccret
treachery, not only prevented, during
two persccuting reigns, the Armeaian
Church from becoming entirely extinct,
but finally brought the Persian king,
A. D. 484, to make peace, upon terms
of thenost complete toleration of Chris-
tianity, and the renunciation of every
cfiort to make converts to the faith of
the Magi.

“We hear much of the church du-
ring the dark ages, but little that is
grateful to the evangelical Christian.—
As cvidence of her prosperity, we are
told of numerous churches and convents
builty of new ceremonies and precious
relics introduced, of multitudes of le-
gendary and scholastic books composed,
and of incredible miracles performed;
while disputes about the council of
Chadeedon, the ambition and rivalries of
Catholicoses, and the introduction of
demoralizing heresy, give proof of the
low state of rcligion. We hcar nothing
cf eloquent preachers going threughthe
nation and stirring it up to sulutary re-
form; or of the cstablishiment of schinols
for the education of the common people
in religious knowlcdae and usefal sci-
ence.  The best fruit of religion that is
presented to us, is the unyiclding stead-
fastness with which Magian and Ma-
tommedan persecutions were endared,
to the loss of property, of liberty, and
often of life.

“The Armenians are known at the
preseat day, as a scattered race, and
ene cannot rise from the perusal of their
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history, without wondering, not that
they arc so, but that they should still be
found in considerable numbers in their
own country. We havealready noticed
their existence in the north of Mesopo-
tamia, their emigration to Armenia Mi-
nor and Cilicia, their settlement in Con-
stantinople, and their forcible removal
by Shah Abbas to Persia. We arealso
told that the Saracens and Greeks,while
contending for their country, eachtook
away multitudes of captives; Toghrul
and Timoor carried thousands to un-
known countrics; the Egyptians remov-
ed sixty thousand to Egypt; and it is
known that the Persians in cvery war,
eve. to the last with Russia, have al-
ways carried their captives into servi-
tude. Multitudes, morcover, have at
various periods been induced by oppres-
sion at home to seek voluntarily an asy-
lum in distant countries, to say nothing
of other multitudes that commerce has
enticed away. We are not surprised,
therefore, at finding them, not only in
almost every part of Turkey and Persia,
but in India, as well as in Russia, Po-
land, and many other parts of Europe.”
1. Of the Armenian Patriarch.

«He has so intimate a connection
with the state of the Armenian church
throughout the empire, that I will not
only rclate to you our intercourse with
him, bat will also present some general
facts respecting his patriarchate.—We
weie first conducted to his wekecl
{vicar), an officer corresponding to the
chief sceretary of a civil governor. He
was agertlemanlyand intelligent eccle-
siastic, about thirty five years of age.
is inquiries showed that he detected
our object L.fore we had time to declare
it; and he soon put the direct question,
whether we were to preach to the Jews,
o, since there were already some mis-
sionaries for them, whether we should

not attend to the Armenians, The se-
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veral Armenian ecclesiastics, who have
been connected with us at Beyroot aud
at Malta, inmediately came under re-
view, aud no doubt remawned in our
mds, that the patnarch of Constants-
rople keeps hunself constantly informed
of vur uperations among lis people.~—
The patnarch lunself, to whom we
were soon introduced, betrayed cven
more extended snformation, by remarks
tespecting Mr. Wolff's proceedings
Persia. e was a corpulent man, of
about forty five, remarkably hmd and
flatlering :n lus address, and scemed to
tax his countenance and lus tungue to
the utinost, to make us understund how
mach he loved us and was delighted by
our visit.  In fact, we could with difii-
cuity crvilly avord spenuing the mglhi at
Ius palace. QUur conversation ateach
visit, covered considerable ground, and
the information it elicited wiil Le pre-
sented, as 1t shall be culled for by the
mtroduction of the several topics, m the
course of our journcy.

«The origm of tlns patriarchal see,
asyou may learn from the Introduction,
dates at the capture of Constantinople
by the Turks, A. D. 14535; and was ow-
g to the appomtment of the Sultan,
Mohammed: Second.—The nominalion
of its incumbent 15 exercised by the
Armenian primates of the capital.  The
person wliom they elect, receives from
the Sultan a ferman of confinuation,
and s then patnarch. Iis removal from
office 15 like Ins appointment. Very
rarely does the Sultan attempt it, unless
sohcited by the primates; then he de-
poses onc and confirms another at their
will,

«In raak, the patriarch dues not aifier,
as to spintual matters, from the othicr
ishops. 1le can no more ordain a
bishop, nor consccrate the mciron (Loly
oil), than they.  But m a more secular
sensc, heis the hcad‘ of’ the Armenian
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churchin Turkey. Through himalone
can that chureh, or its officers, or mem-
bers as such, counpunicate with govern.
meunt; and only through hius, also, does
the government control the church cs-
tablishment, Tn aword, hie is regarled
by the Sultan as the responstble hiead of
his sect.  Of course he must be clothed
with considerable powers. They are
defined by the most solemn fermans of
the government, which, as the office is
one of its own creation fur state conve-
nietice, is interested in wantaming its
authority. In his own divcese, as bish-
up of Cunstantinople, the patriarch vx-
erts lus authority over the priests and
people directly. An instance occurred
while wewere there, of his imprisoning
two priests for having turned papists,
Onec cluimed Russian protection, and
was consequently ‘delivered up to the
Reis-cfiendy and released; the other
remained in the patriarchal prison till
his recantation opencd its dvors, 1In
other parts, the direct exercise of his
puwer eatends only to the bishops; but
they are so dependent upon him, that
his influence in their dioceses must be
very great.  le appoints, recalls, and
cven banishes them to distart parts of
the empirc. A special ferman for cvery
such act must, indeed, be issued by go-
veruaent; bat a Lint frour him, witha
fow plasters, is sufficient to obtain it.
Besides thus contrelling the ishops,
also divides or ututes Guwccses, su tha
thewr nwuber and limits arc icver fixed.
The city which hal a distinct blshop
last year, may this year be subject te the
bishop of somez other city, whicl ther
furnted part of still another diocese.
The citent of the patriareh’s jurisdic
tion is the sane wath that of the enmpire,
excepting oudy so much as is emoraced
in the patriarchate of Jcrusalem. The
Catlhiolicos of Sis, the history of whose
see has been shetched wu the Intfodu -
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tion, presents the singular anomaly of a ey to meet them.  As the see has 49
superior placed m dependence upoun an { glebes nor funds, it becomes important
inferior.  In spintual rank he 1s one | to mquire from whence it derives an
grade above the patriarch and other | amount equal to this tribute, these pre-
Wishops, masmuch as ke can ordam bish- ‘ scuts, and ats current and izcidental cs
ops and consecrate the meiron.  Buthe | penses.  As bishop of Cunstantinople,
13 regarded by guvernment ovuly as a | ihe patnarch has,within that diocese, all
lugh metropolitan,pays to the patsiarch, | the sources of episcopal incotne, whicl
sustead of the Sultan direct, lus aunual | are common to vthier bishops, and will
trivute, and can only obtamn through lnw, y be hereafter specified.  From every
hke other hishops, the fermans for wlnch | other divcese the incumbent bishop pays
he has occasion,  Only for lus clection ; lum an annual mukattaa, reserving to
hess not dependent. “I'hat rests with j himself its collection.  Upun being ap-
romne ten or fifteen prunates, (of lus di- | puinted to a diveese, alsuyevery bishop
ueese, I believe,) and the bishops and | gives the patriarch a present more or
monks of lus convent, The Catholicos } less liberal according to circumstances.
of Aghtamar 1s probably asindependent | Occasionally recourse is likewisz had
of the patniarch, as the Kurds, in whose | to sources of income that are eatraor-
couniry his see 1s situated, are of the {dmary. VWhen the patriarch gels too
Sultan, Of this whole system, mdeed, it | decply in debt to extricate himself; the
ought to be remarked, that, 1n such a j wealthy Armeniaus of the capital some-
despotic and unsettled governmentas | ties contribute liberally to his relicf.
"Turkey, 1tmust be subject to manyirre- | “Let us see how alicrarchy, origina-
gulaniies.  The patrarch’s power be- [ted and upheld like this by a Moham-
sng borrowed from the Sultan, wher- medan pow cr, vperates.—The choice of
cver the latter 1s unable to execute Ins { @ patriarch, ery as the cusc may be, his
orders, there will the authority or pro- [deposilion, is a  frwitful source of tn-
tection of the uther cease to befelt. trigues, strifes, and corruption. 'The
“ The fival concerns of the establish- | voice of the primates canuot always be
et must put be overlovhed, The pa- | unanimous, nor nearly so. Indeed, as
tnarch pays to the Saltan an annual tr.- | they are nota regularly appointed body,
butey called, fromats buing paud at dif- | nor their numbers fixed, it may easily
ieient tines, mukaltea (stallinent) ; | happen that more than one candidate
aud st 1s the only regular contribution | will claiin a majority.  In such a casc,
expected by the government from the | as the patriarchate is an object of anbi-
Armeman churcly orits officers in their | tion, parties must almost necessarily
eccicsrastical capacity. To obtain lus run too high fui cither to submit, ex-
ferman of coufiration, howeier, every | cept to the voice of an authoritative ar-
new patnaichis obliged to distribute | bitrator. That aibitrator is of course
among the cluef officers of the Portea j the Porte, and the only weight, that will
large amount i presents.  Such pecu- | move the balance of its decision, is mo-
mary ubligationsyare sources of nosmall jney.  The candidate that offirs the
ebarrassient; but the patiiarch will | lighest present for confirmation is cone
not throw thetn upon thie primates and | firmed, and as often as his unsuceessful
bushiops, for he would thus lose the ad- | rival offers more, the confinmation is re-
vantages of power and profit derived | called and given to him, Even the
irom the colluviton of thie swius uecessa |, wukattaa, theugh its amount is cousi-
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dered fiacdy dues not wlways cscape at
such times without being increased.—
Thus the highest office of u Christian
church is virtually set up at auction, a
moslem holds the hammer, and takes
the offer of the higliest bidder.  In this
case, as in most others, a quarrel among
Cliristians becomes a dircct source of
income to the Turk, How can he be
expectedthen, especially as his religious
prejudices coiucide entirely with the in-
terest of his purse, to check the evil?
There is, however, an important check,
in the fact that the primates, in whose
divisions the evil originates, are ulti-
tnately called upon to contribute lieavi-
ly from their own purses, when the
araount of the bribes cacceds the pain-
archal resources.—~The actual history
of the patriarchate is, in fact, little clse
than a listory of intrigues. During fifLy
years in the seventeenth century, four-
teen persons were raised to the office of
patriarch, one of whom was elected and
deposed 1o less than nine times, the
whole number of elections and deposi-
tions was nearly forty, and one priest
held the office for six years, (including
onc in which he was supplanted by en
individual raised dircctly from the hum-
ble employment of baker,) before he
was ordained bishop. Four times the
primates, instead of electing a patriarch,
kept the office in their own hands, and
on one occasion, increased the mukattaa
from 100,000 to 140,000 akcheh, that
they might be allowed to retain it. A
vartabed (clerical monk) supplanted
them by increasing it, in addition to
large presents, to 400,000 akcheh, and
hired o Turkish guard for an extrava-
gant sum to enable him to make good
his cleims. But his rivals proved too
powerful for him; he was thrown into
the common prison, and there shortly
after perished by poison.

** The appointment of bishops ts also

jca

productive of wadc fnliig e cad coinp
tion. The paliiarch, naturally wishing
to realize a Jurge incotne, will general.
ly, il there are risal candidat€s, ar there
cannot fail to be, give the appointicnt
to kit that offers the higliest present.
‘The inauguratory present; tooyin a di-
rect premium to the greatest pussible
instability of the cpiscopal office; for
the oftencr one bishop is recalled ard
unother appointed, the oftcuer does 1t
come into the putriarchal treasur).—
One clieck upon these eviltendencies iv,
that the people of the diocese in ¢ues-
tion, from whom thcse bribes must ulti-
inately come, will, when their purses or
their feclings arc tampercd with too far.
make their complaints to be heard.—
Another is, that most Lishops take care
to secure partisans among the primates
upon whom the patriarch himselt” is de-
pendent, and thus have authoritativead-
vocates at hand to countermine the in-
trigues that may be formed against
them; circumstances having led them
to imitate the system pursued by the
pashas of thc empire, who, as is well
known, have their spies and agents in
the very divan of the Sultan.

“ Dissent, also, and free religious
toleration is opposed. The idea of go-
vernment is, that every sect of rayahs,
i. c. subjects not Mohammedan, forms a
distinct nation, and must have a repre-
sentative and responsible head at the
capital. The Greeks, Armenians, and
very recently the papal Armeniane, have
sucha head in their patriarchs, and the
Jews in their chief Rabbi; and are, of
course,acknowledged as tolerated sects.
The Jacobite Syrians having no other
representative, the Armenian patriarch
acts as their agent. Other sects, ex-
isting only in ccrtain provinces, have 2
local toleration, without being repre-
sented at the capital; as the half inde-
pendent Maronites in mount Lebanon,
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and the Copts in Egypt.  With suchian
idea fur the basis of' iis legislation, the
government of course looks upon every
new sect, other than those already ac-
kunowledged and represented, as an un-
weicome intruder. Do any of the Ar-
mentans forsake their chuich fur such a
seet?  ‘The patriarch has ouly to report
them as insubordinate to briug them in-
to cmbarrassment. I'or the very fact
that they have revolied from him, makes
them intractors of & fundamental prin-
ciple of the empire, and they no longer
rank among its protected subjects.—
‘This system,lile every other in Tuikey,
is liuble to many irrcgularities, and pro-
bably nowhere has so much forceas at
the capital. ‘I'o the Greek islands it is
hurdly applied at all, they being repre-
sented by islands and not by scets,
Thecaseof the papalArmeniansillus-
‘trates its operation, and is therefore full
of instruction to protestant missiona-
rvicg, Their numbers at the capital and
in other places were considerable; they
were, as a body, more intelligent than
their countrymen; among them were
men to whom uncomrmon wealth and
official station gave great influence;
and European sympathy was altogcther
on their side. Still they were every
where obliged to rank asa part of the
tlock of the patriarch, Theycouldhave
no churches of their own; their priests
could not wear the clerical garb nor be
known as such,cxcept under the shadow
of Europcan influence; and at baptisms,
marriages, and burials, they were obli-
ged to call upon the Armenian clergy,
and pay them the accustomed fees.—
Such, very nearly, was their situation
even at Angora, where they amounted
to many thousands while the Armeni-
ans were only a few hundred. The
Sulten, having been informed of the
part the Persian Anncnians had taken
in the lete war of Russia with Persia,
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deemed it necessary, when anticipating
in the beginning of 1328, a rupture with
the same power himself, to remind the
patriarch that he must beresponsible for
the good conduct of his nation. He
replied, that for all who belonged to lus
flock lie would readily be responsible,
but that there were some who didnot ac-
knowledge lus authorty, and for them
he could not pledge hmself, The
names of such were demanded, and he
sent them . The persecution which
came upon them, when thus placed m
the predicament of an unacknowledged
dissentimg sect, is well known. The
banishment of' the laity secems to have
been almost peculiar to the capital and
its suburbs, and was ordered under the
pretence that cvery one must return to
his own city, and of course they to An-
gora from whence they had come, But
the persecution was felt in the mostdis-
tant parts, and ceven in the Kurdish
pashalik of Bayezeed their priests were
searched out and banished.

The patriarchate of Jerusalem,when
the dominions of the power that created
it were united to the Ottoman emprre,
would probably itself have fallen to the
share of the patriarch of Constantine-
ple, had not the primates, by whom he
is himself appointed, taken it into their
own hands. In fact the question of its
independence did for some time remain
undecided; but now the two sees stand
upon nearly the same footing. The
patriarch of Jerusalem pays his mukat-
taa dircetly to the Sultan, and takes out
fermans in his own name, for which,and
for other purposes, he has an agent re-
siding in the capital; and not ouly dees
his nomination rest with the primates of
Constantinople,-but they also take upon
themselves to control the funds and the
internal governnient of his diocese.—
They procured the recall of the patri-
arch Gabricl, who is now bishop of
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Smyrna. By mismanagement, a part of
which wasgattributed to him, the convent
of St. James, (the patriarchal residence
at Jerusalem,) had incurred an immense
debt. To remedy the embarrassment,
the primates sent seven inspectors to
assume the wholc management of its
concerns, Jeaving to the patriarch mere-
iy the physical power of putting his
seal to documents of their composition,
He, unwilling thus to be made a cypher,
neither acknowledged their authority
nor welcomed them to his convent.—
The primates, consequently, provoked
by his obstinacy, sent men clothed with
power fromthe Sultan to bring the help-
less prelate forthwith to the capital.—
Thepatriarchate extendsover Egypt,and
the pashaliks of Acre, Damascus, and
Tripoli; and pays a mukattaa to Da-
mascus, as well as to Constantinople.
You will naturally wish to know
more of such an important body of men
as the Armenian primates of Constan-
tinople. The church universally ac-
knowledges, to a certain extent, the
voice of the laity in its government, In
every place, we find individuals, who
stand forth and act for their fellow-citi-
zens. Such individuals in the capital,
where questions of national interest are
started, naturally act as representatives
of the nation. Hence the primates are
regsrdedby thegovernment in this light.
We were not able to learn that they are
chosen in any other way, than by the
general consent or opinion of the public
informally expressed. Whoever by his
wealth, birth, or talents, can make his
influence felt as a primate, is a primate,
Their number of course cannotbe fixed;
but it does not vary far from twenty
four. They areimmensely rich, and are
generally connected with government,
or its officers, a8 bankers.”
{To be continued.)

SERMONS, 11t

PRACTICAL SERMOMNS.—Y0, 1,

From Revclations, chapter 7y terses Vi-
15 They kavs washed their robes, and
made them white in the blood of the
Lamb.  Thorfore are theybefore the
throncof Gul, and serve him day and
night in his temple: and he that sitteth
on the throne shall diwell among them.

With what soothing and sanctifymng
influcnce, du such discoveries of the
world of spirits come upon the souls of
Chnstian disciples, passing through the
tribulations of time, from wiich the
spints of the just made perfect have
escaped. Itis doubtless for thispurpose,
that the Comforter has occasionally
withdrawn the tlack veil which conceals
cternal realities from our view, and af-
forded us some momentary ghmpses of
tiem, that we might be mncited to con-
stancy and perseverance in fighting the
good fight, and laying hold on eternal
life, whercunto we also are called. How
often, in former ages, has the martyrin
his prison, and the persecuted Christian
in his cave, looked upward to those ar-
rayed in white, and his constancy re-
ceived new strength, because he then
discovered more clearly that these light
afffictions, which are but for a mo-
ment, arc not worthy to be compared
with the weight of glory that shall be
revealed. And as the weary spirit in
its weariness turned to the heavenly
rest, and the afflicted in its tears turned
to the heavenly joy, and the sin-burden-
ed gazed on the white robed purity of
the temple above, hope gave an im-
pulse which bore them onward in the
right path to the world where their
hopes shall be for ever realized. Let
us, Brethren, for a moment contemplate
these scenes, that we may be assisted
in acquiting the preparation for those
spiritual exercises on earth, which are
designed to mature our preparation for
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Tae puees \'.ul'.Jul) il e upput satjetu-
ary.

Cotisulur, first, the claracter of the
heavenly  worshippers — ¢ they
wished therr robes, and mad: thetn
white.”

There is a ceinarhuble peculiarity o
the mauner i which the redeeined be-
fure the throue of God are here deser i-
bed, Bven ine their state of blessedness
and glory, there is a coustant ruitrence
to what they weie, in the world from
waich they Lave been rewoved.  They
are mamfestly distguislied in name,
und in station, {romn ail the sinless an-
gelic orders.  Nawed the redeemed, it
will forever suggest the remembrance
that they were once lost; named the
spints of the just made perfect, 1t will
suggest the remembrance of a period,
when this atiribute of perfection did
not belong to thew; clothed in robes
wade wiitc, they are reminded of the
garments polluted by the flesh which
they once wore. The presence of him
that sits upon the throne, and the songs
of praise which they offer up to him,
will be cverlasting memorials, both of
their ruin and recovery—for they are
redeemed by lus bloed, and made kings
and priests unto God.

It is mamfest that the change denoted
by the figurative expréssion in the text,
had passed upon them antecedently to
their appearance before the throne of
God, and was indeed the cause of their
appearancein this exalted station. They
have washed their robes and made them
white, TREREFORE are they before the
throne of God. In this life, consequent-
ly, they must have undergone the
change, and such is the provision of
that redeeming plan of which they are
the objects; for in this life it holds forth
the means of renovation and purity, and
i this life they must be obtained.—
#Christ loved the Church, and gave

i
hawve
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himself’ for it: that he might sanctity
and cleanse it with the washing of wa-
ter by the word, that he might present
it to himsclf a glorious Churcl, not ha-
ving sput or wrinkle, orany sucl, thing;
bat that it should be holy and without
blemish.”  #According to his mercy he
saved us by the washing of regene-
ration and 1enewing of the Holy Ghost,
which he shed onus abundantly through
Jesus Christ our Saviour, that being.
justified by his grace, we should be
wade heirs according to the hope of
eternal life.” ¢ Ye were unrighteous,
but ye are washed, but yc are sanctifi-
ed, but ye are justified in the name of
the Lord Jesus, and by the spirit of our
God." The change upon the personal
character of these subjects of grace,
way not now be complete, but the sanc-
tifier has begun his work upen them;
already are they made partakers of the
righitcousness whicl is by faith: they are
adopted intc the family, and are entitled
to all the privileges of the sons of God;
and among these is the promise of a
grace, by which they are made parta-
kers of a divine nature, through the
knowledge of him who hath called them
to glory and virtue.

It is not necessary that we should
now engage ourselves with the injuiry,
to what extent this sanctifying change
is, or can be, carried in the present
world. We are unable to determine
the limits towards which divine grace
may carry the believer, in his attain-
ments, even “amidst all the hindrances
and imperfections of o state in which
we carry about with us a body of sin
and death. The utmost degree of spir-
itual improvement, attainable on earth,
probably lies far beyond what the best of
men have yet reached. Butit is to the
future world that we must look for the
full perfection of our being. In that
state, the soul of the Leliever, will be
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completeily and for ever delivered from
those einful influences which arise from
the disorder of its own powers, from the
poliution of the bedy, from the tempte-
tions of an ungodly world, and from
the innumerable things arourd that burt
and offend. In the full enjoyment of
the vision of God, they shall be made
élike God;” and whatever may be com-
prehended in this expression, chall be
perfectly attained,—for they shall have
washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb.

Consider, next, the state and employ-
ments to which these heavenly worship-
pers are raised ; ¢ therefore are they be-
Jore the throne of God, and serve him
day and night in his temple.”

Every image under which the heaven-
ly world is figured out to the faith and
hope of the Christian, conveys the idea
of its Jjocal habitation. It is called
Mount Zion—the city of the living
God—the heavenly Jerusalem in which
are place! the throne, the temple, the
abode, of the most High. And after
the conflagration of this globe, the ha-
bitation of the throne and glory of God,
around which redeemed worshippers
shall be placed, is represented as in 2
new heaven and new earth, refashioned
from the ruins of the old, in which
“the tabernacle of God shal' be with
men, and he will dwell with them, and
they shall be his people, and God shall
be with them and be their God.”

And when we consider the nature of
man, we see plainly that some locality
is essential to it. ‘The soul is a dis-
tinct and limited being. In the future
world, as in the present, it is destined
to inhabit a material form—a nature
adapted to a local habitation. With
whatever new capacities it shall here-
after be endund, it must preserve all its
relations to & limited space, and a suc-

cessive duration. Tt shall resume, 1t 5.
Q
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not improbable, after the resurrection,a
similar outward form, though fashioned
in its glory after Christ’s glorious body.
It shall retain the same capacities
though enlarged aud perfected; it shall
continue to enjoy many of the seme
friendships, though more spiritual and
refined; it shall retain the remembran-
ces of the past, which shall have their
correspondenciesin the new and perfect
state of heavenly existence; andstretch-
ing over all will be the unbounded pro-
gression of perfection and enjoyment.
These views receive impressive con-
firmation frum all the discoveries made
to ug of the glory of our risen Liard.—
He took up with him to lcaven the
same material form in which he was
clothed, and suffered on carth. And this
glorified humanity of the Mediator, will
endure co-cternally with the effects of
his mediation. Arrayed in our nature,
he is the object of worship to them that
are before thethrone; and every glimpse
afforded to us of the celestial glory, con-
veys to us the impression that the hu-
manities of earth will continue to exist
in heaven, but refined from all the im«
purities by which they are here debased.
T.ct us beware, therefore, in our con-
templations of the scriptural visions of
the eternal world, of refining them into
“airy nothings"—into dim and shadowy
representativns—which, as they cannot
be distinctly apprehended, canuot make
any deep impression tpon the under-
standing and heart. For we may safe-
ly believe it to be withinthe reach of Al-
mighty power, to invest the present
corruptible with that incorruption and
life, which will fit it for a place before
the throne; and when these bodies are
fashioned like after Christ’s glorious
body, they shall, without destroying one
atom of their essential nature, be fit
habitations for the iinmortal and sancti-
fied spirit, then re-embodied, and pre-



114

pared to take its place among the high-
est orders of worshipping intelligences.
Perfected in the resurrection, and cloth-
ed upon with the house which is from
heaven, every external eense, and every
inwerd faculty will have their proper
objects of gratification; and without
conjecturing that new svenues of sensa-
tion will be opened in this more ne-fect
state of mayn, we may be essured that
those we shall then be in possession of;
shall be the means of rendering the
blessed

¢ Unutterably full,
Of glory and of God.”

But experienced only in ouzyresentmode
of being, and in respect of the resurrec-
tion of the dead, seeing only as through
a glass, darkly; we may better con-
ceive of heaven us a state connecced
with spiritual character, than as a lo-
cality connected with yet unknown
physical accidents. When, therefore,
we speak of the vision of God, and
nearness to God, and of being be-
fore the throne, and in the heavenly
temple, we affirm no change respecting
the Infinite Nature; but a certain per-
fected state of the pe-cipient mind;
a state in which the soul compreheads
more of the natureand attributes of the
godhead; in whichall its knowledge is
associated with spiritual afections; in
which God communicaies immediate
impressions of his own glory and com-
placency; and all this in presence of, and
through the glorified humanity of Jesus.
«For to be with Christ, is to be before
the throne of God.”

Tn these revealed glimpses, thereforc,
of the heavenly world, the throne and
the temple are connected, because i
those regions of sinless perfection the
inhabitants are rather worshippers than
subjects—the highest station to whichan
intelligent nature can be raised. Such
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would havebeen, in a great measure, the
condition of man upon earth had he
continued in innocence, Inhabiting re-
gions spontancously producing all
things, employment would rather have
been worship than obedieace—enjoy-
ment, rather than labour, Trying and
difficult obedience a:ises chiefly from
the disorders that sin has prodaced. In
the heavevly world, where oll these dis-
orders ere removed; waere the suate of
each is unalterably fixed, obedience is
without effort, and couniemplation and
worship are felicity. Is not this ihe fin-
ished tyope of our iitelligent and moral
nature? Is not this ihe beatitude that
Godhasreservedfor it? When thedisor-
ders which sin has introduced are remo-
ved, there will thea be uo farther nced of
such obeaience as we are here called to
render; but the redeemed shall serve
him day and night 1y 218 TeMPLE.

Advert, nex , to “he means by which
the heaveely wo-shippers are raised to
their stateand employments—<¢ ke blood
of the Lamb.”

How bold is this figure !~It verges
almost upon incongruity. Were it not
that we are accustomed from early lfe
to the language of Scripture, we could
not be easily reconciled to sucha fig-
ure, as washing robes in blood, thatthey
may be made white! Yet how um.
formly in fact, though varied in ex-
pression, do the Scriptures declare, that
all things are purified by blood in that
scheme of mercy of which God isthe re-
vealer ! And as if the economy of re-
demption, as administered on earth,
were not enough to give sufficient pro-
minence to the fact, it is perpetuated
in the language and songs of heaven,
For while the Church below, in all her
ministrics, testifies that we have re-
demption through the blood of Christ,
the Church above converts the doctrine
into anthem, and sings, worthy is the
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Lamb that was slair, for he has redeem-
ed us by his blood; and thus, the un-
searchable mystery, which is faith on
earth, became adoration before the
throne of God.

In contemplating the blood of Christ
as the means of producing a meetness
for the irlieritonce of the sa’n’s in light,
we cannot overlook the rionement for
sir, which was the end of its shedding,
This design of Christ’s mediation was
the theme of provhesy. “Surely he
hath borne ovr gricfs, and carried our
sorrows: yet we ¢id esteem him strick-
en, smitten of God, and efflicted. But
he was wounded for ou: transgressions,
he was bruised for our iriquities: the
chastisement of our peace was upon
him; and with h's st ipes we are heal-
ed.” Tt we3arnounced by Christ him.
self as the me'n design of IMs adven..
«The Son of man came to give his life
a ransom for mony.” [tis t':e principal
theme of all the apostolic writings—
% Jesus wos made & liitle lower than
the ungels, for the suffering of death,
that he, by the grace of God, should
taste death for every man. God hath
commended his love towards us in that
while we were yet sinners, Christ died
forus.” It is not possible to attach any
other corsistent signification to such
expressions than tha!, on account of ihe
sufierings of Cirist, the believer is de-
livered from suffering; on account of
his death, the believer is delivered from
death; that throvrgh his meiitosious in-
terposiiion with God, all {hat come unto
him by faith obtain the reconciliation
with all its concomitant blessings. We
need not now stay to inquire why swch
2 scheme of saving our ruined race
was adopted in the councils of divine
mercy. It is enough for usto know
that God has revealed it to sinners as

4 Isaiah, ¢h. 33, v. 4.3,
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the only method by which salvationis to
be obtained. There may be mysteries
connected with it which wg cannot
solve——=which not even the redeemed
before the throne can solve. Itiscnongh
for us that the Son of God is set forth
ovr mediator by a divine testimony, and
that God has proclaimed the remission
of sing through his blood. The disci-
ple of Christ on earth relies on the di-
vine testimony, and experiences its pow-
er and peace. The redeemed before
the throne, who have washed their robes
and made them white in the blood of
the lamb, confirm the experience they
acquired in time, and set too their seals
that God js true.

When, therefore, we speak of the
blood of Christ as the means by which
the heavenly worshippers have acquized
their place before the throne, and the
character that fits them for it—we un-
derstand that pkrase as comprehending
‘he whole system of means by which
the scheme of our redemption is carried
oa and completed. Christ suffered and
dicd for us. He also lives and reigns
forvs. Upon the crosshe was the pro-
piiiation for oar sing, Upon the throne,
Leis our advocate with God. He distri-
butes in his consiant mediation the gifts
purchased by bis sufferings for the re-
bellious,and the love which paid the ran-
som, ensures all its benefits to the ran-
somed. “Forif when we were enemies,
we were reconciled to God by the death
of his Son, much more being reconciled
we shall be saved by his life.” By his
iatercession in our behalf, we obtain
those influences of grace in which our
first movement towards God originates;
and by the constant communication of
the same, we are transformed at length
into the image of God, and piepared
for serving him day and nightia his
temple.

Advert, finally, to the perpetual re-
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cogmition of the blood of Clinist, as the
procuring cause of our salvation.
Though 1n Heaven the salvation of
the redeemed 15 complete, the means by
which 1t was accomphshed are not for-
gotten. By the rivers of pleasures
which flow from the throne of God and
of the Lamb, all the ransomed of the
Lord in the heavenly Zion, have a per-
petual remembrance of former things.
The glonfied spurity 1 the revolution of
countless ages,»will never forget that
he was oncea smner, once a rebel a-
gamnst God, once exposed to his wrath.
.The multitude that ro man can number,
will stall retain, amidst the blessedness
of that world to which divine mercy has
raieed them, suchremembrances of time
as will deepen therr sense of oblhigation
to hun that sits upon the throne, and
the Lamb that was slan. So deeply in-
deed, as St. John represents, does this
theme engross their spints that it ab-
sorbs every other, as 1if the lustre of
all the attributes of the Eternal were
blended into that of mercy; andthe con-
templation of mercy triumphant, con-
stituted the cmployment and beatitude
of the worshippers. Methinks in an
ecstatic pause of his song, the soliloquy
of some happy spurit, as Abel, or Abra-
ham, or Paul, or Lazarus, may be heard
1n such etrains as these—¢1I am not, for
aught in myself, entitled to a place heie;
to walk these golden streets; to behold
these pearly gawes; to be thus surroun-
ded with the uncreated light; thus to
know the fulfilment of the oracle—the
Lamb who 1310 the midst of the throne,
shall feed them, and shall lead them to
iving fountains of waters; and God
shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes'—of all this, ah, how unworthy !
This tellect is now enhightened, but
not by power of mine; this soul is now
purified from every stain, but not by
ekill of mune, no giult reets on me to
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hide the hight of thedivine countenance,
but its rcmoval was no act of mine; I
feel within me a love which will bind
me for ever to the throne of God, but 1t
was kindled from another fire—that
which from eternity existed in the bo-
somof Deity; I secn the glorified hu-
manity of my now exalted Lord, what
1t cost to purchase for me a place licre;
for the glory with which my Saviouris
enthroned, does not hide from the eyes
of the ransomed the scars of his humili-
ation; amazed, overwhelmed, with =
love so vast,in what language canl
utter my gratitude and praise; what
can I do but jon the ten thousand
times ten thousand, and thousands of
thousands who are round about the
throne, crying with a loud voice, “wor-
thy 1s the Lamb that was slainto reccive
power, and riches, and wisdom, and
strength, and honour, and glory, and
blessing—for e hath redecmed us by
his blood and made us kings and pricsts
unto God,to reign with lum for cverand
ever.”

Ascribing thus the glory to him that
sits upon the throne, the heavenly wor-
shippers augment their own felicity.—
For judging of the feelings of the wor-
shippers in Heaven by those which ac-
tuate the worshippers upon earth,in their
best moments, no emotions of the soui
are more blessed than grateful remem-
brance and affectionate dependance.—
For the creature to know that it is be-
loved by the creator; that all its inter-
ests are secure in that love, passing
knowledge,thatetermty shall not change
or diminish ; that nothing can restrain
ite manifestations but the finite capacity
of i5 object—what consider itions can
equal these in inspiring the soul with
joy! All creatures are formed to de-
pend on God; the consciousness of that
dependance is piety, the expression of
that dependance, is woiship: the love
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ansing frons that depeidance, is Hea-
ven; and those thus feel who are before
the throne of God, and serve him day
and night in his temple.

These contemplatiung, though refer-
ing to the Church of the first Lurn in
Heaven, have yet their correspouden-
cies in the Church of God upon carth,
and the believer must not tarry tilldcath
to experience their reality. The cm-
ployments of the worshippers encircling
the throne, differ only in their degree,
not in their nature, from those of the
worshipper upon earth.  We have just
recited the song of the redeemed. Lis-
ten now to the voice of saiuts hastening
to Join that hlissful company, that you
may know that they have drunk of one
spirit, and scrve the same Loord. “Tam
detcrmined to know nothing ammong
men, but Jesus Christ, and Lim crucified.
I count all things but loss, that I may
know him, and the power of his resur-
rection, and the fellowship of his suffer-
ings being made conformable unto his
death;” and in the eucharistic remem-
brance of this death, an institute, per-
pciual until the consummation of all
things, we repeatto the Church and the
world—* The cup of blessing which
webless, is it not the communion of the
blood of Christ? the bread which we
break, is it not the communion of the
body of Christ? In it, the Church
from one generation to another, shows
forth the Lord's death till he come again.
For in this we scek deliverance from
guilt; in this we scek the sanctification
of our nature, in this we seek to wash
our robes; that we may be prepared to
stand before the throne of God, and to
serve him day and night in his temple.”

True it is, Brethren, the templein
which we ‘have this day assembled, is
not to be compared to theirs; they are
Lefore the throne of God and of the
Lamb; they behold innumerable tro-
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phies of divine mercy srownd them; a
clearer knowledge,and a deeper sensc of
obligation prorapt their rapturvas halle-
lujahs. But we are distant from these
scenes of Lilzstul viston; no throne i»s
visible in our sanctuary, the Saviour
adured by us is not scen; in the eucha-
ristic commemoration of his deatl,,
Cliiist Jesus is 1ndeed set forth crucified
befure us, but the eye of sense sces
nought, eave the instituted emblems.
Yet, may the heart of the sincere wor-
shipper among us, more nearly rezemble
that of the wourshipper in the heavenly
temple, than the great dissimnilanty of
our outward circumstances would seem
to indicate. Ve love the same Lord;
we trust in the same atoning death; we
seck in commemorstion, as they in song,
to perpetuate throughout all time this
stupendous display of divine love; we
seek to obtain, through the spirit of
grace, the rightcousness of the saints
wheresith they are clothed; our hopes,
tos, humble but bright, find & resting
place in that temple into which they are
admitted; and feeling within us the
swelling appetencies of 2 heaven burn
spitit, we earnestly groun for our taber-
nacle in the heavens. In the true be-
liever, the lifc is begun thatshall endure
for ever; and its fecble beginnings
nourished here in the house of prayer,
shall grow, till he is qualified for a sta-
tion m the heavenly temple.

One observation more and we have
done. Preparation for the services of
the heavenly temple, is sanctification
completed; preparation for the services
of the earthly, 15 sanctification begun,
None can enter above on whom the
stain of pollution rests, None can be
accepted beneath who do not hate even
the garment spotted by the flesh. In
the temple above they are clothed with
white robes; in the temple beneath we
prepare them. And though the eye of
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an infinitely holy God, cannot but look
upon pollution in every degree, with ab-
horrence, he pities the sinner who is
groaxing under the load; he beholds with
compassion the conscieree stricken dis-
ciple,uttering within his own throbbing
bosom, “wretch that I am; I would
do good, but evil is present with me:

who shall delver me svom the body of

this death.” He wiio is tovcied with a
feeling of our infirmities, thoegh now
surrounded with thosewito have washed
their robes and made ithem wikite, looks
down witl: pity upon hose who a.e,
what the purest o' the redecines ouce
were—weary and heavy laden, soppli-
ants for mercy. The tea- of cowi.i-
tion; the sign of’ periience; ire viu ter-
ed bitterness of the wounnded soir't; the
soul abhorr:ng itself i dost and osies;
the heart thai trembles .o approach,
and yet cennot keen away; the discwpie
humbled on account of tempiations tri-
umphant, and a proiession ¢'shonoured;
these are sights vaknown i Jdie heaven-
ly temple, but they are suitableto the
worshippers in tiie earthly. And giate-
ful are we for the assurance that the
eye which regards with complaceacy
the spirit of 1} just made perfect, also
regards with pity theb:oken and the con-
trite spirit i these regions of sin and
sorrow. These arebut different siages
inthe progress of the redemption of tac
sons of God. llewho kuows the end
f-omthe beginning, and reckons in num-
ber those whom the father hath given
Inm, disceras among themingled assem-
bly, filled with vorious theughts and
agitated with vasious emotions, those
who come to lun with sincerity and
truth; and in many a heart now filled
with penitence, and self-reproach, and
distressing fears—and Joathing itsclf,
but loving him—he may discera the re-
deemed  spirit, who ere long will be
numbered with the multitude, who have
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wasiied their robes, and who are before
the throne of God,and serve him day
and night in his temple.*
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e that world learn well must leavn
young, is one of those seniences whose
it his vindiceted by the just au.hority
olcxpe ionce.  Whether Jhe discipline
te rietec’val or morol, Licve can veno
ques’ion tha”, o™he- tags heing equal,
au early application of *! is celain iobe
the most successivl,  In those studies
(het ave puely iatellectual, o+ ratherin
those tial a~e iniended to be so, (for in
Zruth the coltve o the unde-stonding
always exe-{s a grea.cr or lessinfluence
upon the wera) 2fiections)) the advan-
tsge o an ea-ly evpl'ea fon to such stu-
dies is olniovs, iom the very foresta:t
which it allows i1 woint of time; from
the readier sequisition o the habit of
mental sbsi~action; and f-om ihe im-
provement itself in the power of
thought which tiie very exereise of it
has a tendency to nraduce.

‘Tae same law is observable with re
spect to the wroval nature of the human
ocing. The iove of trath, an iuvariable
respect to the rights of o Liews, a2 gene-
rous and lonovrable corstriction of
their moiives to the exclusion of all
personal matice, snd a readivess, both
to compassionate tlem and extend ac-
tive ass’staure in cases of uafcigned
sufiering and misfortune, are principles
ihat are susceptible of being improved,
and which consequently may properly
be proposed as objects of education,
since it is a settled question that truta
is better than falschood, and justice bet-
ter than dishonesty, a generous spirit
better than a rancorous one, and a

* Preacked on & Communion Sahbath,
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merciful disposi‘ion beiter than hardness
of heart. The benefits of an carly cul-
ture of these moral sentiments are man-
ifest from the same reasons that show
the advantage of an carly intellectual
exercise. "The habit of applying them
is more readily acquired. The opnosite
passions are more eas’ly correcied, and
being kepi in check by a watchfuluess
that views their first movements with
suspicion, their force ard activity are
proporiionably weakened. The whelp
is more eas'ly iamed thanzhe fullgrown
tiger; and malign passions are more
readily ond effeciively overrvled, when
the proper remedies are applied upon
the first indications that manifest their
existence.

But the rle s one of still wider comn-
p-chensiveress, and is applicable, under
all the ordinery conditions of socievy,
to the religious improveinent, as well
as the intellectual and moral culture of
mankind. It is tru~, that it is impos-
sible by any covrse of p evious disci-
pline, by any human axt, apart from and
independent of that divine grace which
is the special gift of the Almighhy, to
render man a religious being in the
highest sense of the term, a new crea-
ture reconciled o its creaior, and sub-
Ject to the kingdom of God; for the ap-
plication of oany systein of means thet
are merely neivralandeat’ ely destitute
of an avxiliosy powe~ that is superioi
to natere, most {evinina‘e in an effect
that is naivsol only; whereas religion »s
limiird by the above definition, supposes
the production of & character, and its
inizoduction into a state that is beyond
the range of any natural causes, thatis,
a spiritual characier, and a state, the
subjrct of which is enabled by divine
grace, freely imparted 2o him, not onl§
torespect God as the great object of all
his worship and obedience, but is judici-
ally absolved by God from the penalty
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to which sin had rendered him olnox-

ious, Itisa character totaly unattain-
able without such assistance, and a
state in which no one may find limself
placed but through the special grace
and mercy of his Maker. This is cvi-
dently in accordance with the wlole
tenour of divine revelation. ¢ By grace
are yesaved, and that not of yourselves,
it is the gift of God.” ¢“No man can
come unto me, except the father who
Tath sent me, draw him.”  But itisalso
true that there are certain things be-
sides, which the attainment of that
salvation unfolded by Christ and made
possible to mankind, presupposes, and
which, therefore, may be termed neces-
sary to it. Before Christ can be receiv-
ed, it is at least necessary thathis name
should be made known to us. Before
he can be received in all his offices,
something must be known of the work
which he has accomplished on ourbe-
half. Forany thing that the word of
God declares, no one can be redecined
by the blood of Christ, who knows no-
thing of ihe atonement which he has
made. These are necessary, requisites
but thereareother things, which though
not sbsolutely necessary, are yet in the
ordinary course of divine providence,
and according to the usnal method
which, in the infiniie wisdom of God, is
adonted for the communications of his
g-ace, the ordinary anteccdents of the
blessings of salvation. Though notto
beunderstoodasthe forerunnersof these
blessings universally, they are yet to be
considered and constantly employed as
tue common means of procuring them.
The sun may go ten degrees back to
remove the suspicions of a doubting
Hezechiah, but the misgivings of others
must be remedied by more ordinary
means. Inthe same manner some may
be violently impressed, as it were, into

the kingdom of Heaven, by the rare
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arts of the inventive 1acrey of God, but
the end of the occurrence of such
cases is bettor fultilled when we receive
them with adoring admication,than when
we make them the reason for our ex-
pectation of them, Our expectations
of success are to be reaulated entirely
by the degree of our conformity with
the prescribed rules. They who absent
themselves from the public worship of
God, who have no respect for the ordi-
nances end institutions of Christ, are
Jjustly thought to be more remote from
the blessings that accompany salvation,
than they who, though they have never
realized them in any spiritual degree, or
in any sense that can betoken their
connection with the ransomed of God,
are neither sparing intheir offeringsnor
infrequent in their attendance; and
therefore, are in circumstances in which
they are more Jikely to become the sub-
jects of hiskingdom. They are within
the limits of an appointed system of
means. They are waiting the time of
God's merciful visitation, when some
spark of divine truth may light with ef-
ficacy upon their souls, and fulfil the
gracious purposes of their Redecmer.
But they, on the contrary, who, alleging
that since God dwelleth not in temples
made with hands, that thereforeit is no
duty nor concern of theirs to present
themselves in assemblies for divine wor-
ship, not considering that the command
of God for public worship, has made it
@ positive ordinence of that description,
which forbids all questioning of its obli-
gation; they who believe, or who pre-
tend to believe, that public devotion is
useless, and give a practical exemplifica-
tion of their belief by neglecting it, are
manifestly both from tie reason of the
thing, and from actual experience, in a
less hopeful condition, and in circum-
stances that bespeak a more probable
reprobation, than they, who wait for the
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moving of the waters, and approach as
near to the gates of Heaven asis signi-
fied by their attendance upon an insti-
tution which Ged has commanded thein
to observe. Again, they who conformto
the letter,though not to the spirit of the
divine commandment inoffering up unto
God prayersthat proceed only from the
surfuce of the heart, and with the small-
est possible measare of spintual vitali-
ty, are certainly in a state less despe-
rate than they who make the name of
God only the ornament of their curses.
Now in the same manner, those persons
who, influenced by the lessons of a hap-
py education, have been taught from
their earliest days to reverencethe name
of theirCreator and Redeemer,who have
been habituated ¢o attend the adminis-
trations of God's ordinances, who have
been taught to discriminate, from their
earliest morn of life, between good and
evil, and to feel with repulsiveness and
recoil the first approaches of what is
base and dishonourable, unworthy and
sinful, are they whom God, according
to the usual method of his procedure,
more commonly blesses with the graces
of his spirit and the joys of his salva-
tion; and although the moment of their
transition from the natural to the spirit -
ual should neither be remembered afte: -
wards nor known with certainty at the
time, though the divine spirit should
have wrought unseen, and produced its
cffects by imperceptible degrees, like
the gradual dawning of the bcams of
light in the east, the fact of =« conver-
sion may be not the less certain, nor the
evidence of it less conclusive, than in
those cases where the demonstration of
divine power has been suddenand over-
whelming; and the agonized spirit, tra-
valling in darkness and in conflict with
despair, has reached at last the quiet
rest of God,and the peace which prsseth
all understanding.
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Now,what these observationsrespect,
is this; that with a view to the religious
or spiritual well-being of the souls of
men, it is a matter of incurabent duty,
as being the general means appointed
by God for the accomplishment of the
great end of human salvation, foim-
press the spirit of the young with all
the antecedent impressions that are fa-
vourable and preparatory to the full re-
ception of epiritual truth.

This is a conclusion of no inconsider-
able significancy, because thefallacy has
become prevalent in many parts of the
world, and is more observable nowhere
than in North Americs, that the produc-
tion of & regard, and attachment to the
truths.of religion, ought not. to be at-
tempted, till the mind is capable of
weighing theevidence that demonstrates
the truth of it, and of judging for itself
as to what form of ‘religion it shall ad-
bere to, or whether it shall adopt any
form whatever, or discard all. Man is
& creature of reason;they eay,and reason
being a sovereign power, neither will
suffer,nor ought to suffer itself to be fet-
tered by early prepossessions; all form-
ative or directive discipline being an en-
croachment upon its perogative. Were
man a creature of teason only, there
would be the less error and dangerin
such a fallacy. Had we any security that
the evidence of religion would either be
decided upon justly, orthat, to any con-
siderable extent,it would be judged of at
all, the maiter might be submitted to
such a tribunal, and the religious inte-
vests of mankind suffer no detriment.
But we have neither seeurity for the one
nor certainty of the other.

In the first place there is no certainty
that the evidence of religion would ever
be judged of by mankind generally in
any sense worthy of the name of judg-
ment. How happens it, that so few,

possescel of all the advantages, of the
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most favourable circumstances, employ
their minds with a serious intent and
determined purpose to investigate the
grounds of the Christian faith? How
few are there that exercise their reason
in this case with a constancy and ar-
dour of application proportipned to the
importance of so momentousa concern.
He that will not be satisfied with the
evidence which it has within bis own
breast from the consciousness of its
adaptation to the wants, and the fears,
and the hopes of his soul, and from kLis
ohservation of its happy effects upon the
character. of others, must.take the liber-
ty of obliging himself to search farther,
and will at least be certain that he has
all the evidence before him ere he will
venture to pronounce & definitive judg-
ment; but where is the one among the
thousand, either so favourably circum-
stanged, or so reasonably disposed, as
patiently to sound the depth of the great
body of evidence for the truihin Chriet,
and spread it out before his eyes with a
calm determination to evolve a conclu-
sion that shall be indubitably satisfacto-
1y. If such a process were to be made
a pecessary condition, it would unchris-
tianize Christendom at once; for the
things of the world absorb the attention
too exclusively for that; and for a man
to dedicate to God, in this voyage of
discovery, for the investigation of his
truths, the tythe of "his time; and of the
thoughts of his heart, would be deemed,
by the almost univergal sufirage of man,
2 sacrifice too great evem: for the pur-
chase of Heaven.

But supposiug, in the next plwe, that
the evidence of divine revelation would
be judged of and examined, is there
reason tobelieve that sueh examination
would be conducted impastially, and
without the bies of any stroug current
of passion. If a man, during the whole
course of hig life, is fostering the pas-
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sions that are scen to warp his judg-
ment, isit not a matter of obvious duty
and sense, 1o cherish those affections
that shall correct such passions and
prevent them, if possible, from exercis-
ing such an influence? and does not
wickedness exert this influence in cor-
rupting the understanding? Shall he
whoisinfected with every evil affection,
and who has made a contract with every
vice which the ten'commandments forbid,
be considered a very suitable person to
judge of theirauthority ?  Will a chur-
lish and inhuman person have a particu-
lar desire to discover a conclusive ar-
gument for the truth of that religion
which condemns him to his face, and
prosccutes him with a whip m every
successive sentence 2 If every evil and
inordinate passion of our nature, cre-
ates a barrier .against the reception of
the trath, the careful culture of 3n op-
pusite class of affections may be ex-
pected to remove so many obstructions.
The scheme, therefore, that would

* leave the religicn of the young to their
voluntary choice, as dependent totally
upon the excrcise of their own reason,
and independent of all preparatory and
antecedent impressions, can by no means
be recommended as a probable method
of procuring disciples to a holy religion.
All the previous instruction of rehgious
truth that can be communicated, all the
preparatory process of & moral disci-
pline, of habitual reverence for the name
of God and the excellencies of lis clia-
ractery allthe regard that can be infused
for the ordinances and institutions of
the Gospel, and these established in the
heart and made honourable in the judg-
ment by the weight of parental authori-
ty, and parental affection, by public re-
spect, and every other favourzble cir-
cumstances that can give cven external
dignity to the services of religion ;
though certainly insufficient without the
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ministration of the Creator's grace, are
not less the desirable and appomted
means by which the young man way be

taught to cleanse his way.
T. L.

MSSIONARY ASD NCULESIASTICAL
INTELLIGENCE.

MISSIONARY VISIT WITIUN THE BOUNDS
OF THE PRESBYTERY OF TORONTO.

To the Editor of the Christian Lx-
aminery—

In compliance with a request of the
Presbytery of ‘Toronto, I have sent
you the following communication, con-
taining the outhnes of a Missionary
T'our on which the Rev. Mr. McKillican
and myself were sent out, in January
last, by their appointment.

The field of our mission was the coun-
try around Lake Simcoe. On the Gth of
that month,we set out together,from W,
Guillimbure, for the townships of Tho-
rah and Eldon, on the south of thatlake,
We had not, however, proceeded on our
Jjourney many miles, till we met withan
accident by which Mr. McIGilican was
so seriously injured that he could nnt,
with propriety, at that time, prosecute
his journcy farther, and consequent-
ly had to retuyn home. Sorry for the
injury he had received, and the loss
which I myself had sustained, in being
so unexpectedly deprived of his com-
pany and assistance, I procecded alone,
and reached my destination on the eve-
ning of the following day. On my ar-
rival at "Thoroh, 1 learned, previous
notice having been sent there for the
purpose, that appointments had been
miade for both of us, to preach on the
following day, being Sabbath, for the
one at Deaverton, in Thorah, and the
other in Eldon, seven or eight miles far-
ther on. As Mr. McKillican had been
prevented from being there, notice was
sent to Eldon that the appointment
made for him at that place would be
postponed till Monday. On Sab.
bathI preached at Beaverton to 2 nune.
rous and interesting auditory. The
house in which the people assembley
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was large and commodious, and they
evineed, while together, the most be-
coming and pleasing attention to the
solemn exereise in which they were en-
gaged. They collected from LEldon,
on the east, and Moug, on the north
of Thorah. As most of them were
Scoteh  Highlanders, two discourses
were preached—the one in Boglish and
the other in Gaelic.  On the nextday |
attended to the appointment made in
Fldon, where I also met with o nuiue-
rous and atiemtive audiencd, lere,
too, the services were conducted, as at
Beaverton, in both lunguages, aul for
the same 1eason. Betore the servi-
ces were closed, five or six children
were baplized of such as were in tel-
Towship with the Church, I'rom Eldoa
I went on the next day to the southern
extremity of Thorah, and preached at
Mr. Cameron’s to a considerable num-
Ler of pcople who listened to the word
of life with much attention and devo-
tion. ‘There also the services werecon-
ducted in English and Gaelic. This
settlement being near the township of
Brock, there were present some fami-
lies who reside there. 1lere, too, scme
children were baptized. The parts of
Thorah and Eldon which the writer
visited, are well settled, ud the set-
tlers, few excepted, are in connexion
with the Church of Scotland. Since
their settlement there, they have made
several movements to secure 2 settled
clergyman among them; but hitherto
without success.  More than once, ma-
ny of them have been made the dupes
of designing cen, that caine among
them, pretending that they were mi-
nisters in regalar standing with their
Church, The last of them was a
Mr. Alexander Campbell, formerly 1ni-
nister of the Parlamentary Churclh
Portuizhaven, Isley, Scotland; but who
was deposed, in 1834, from the ofiice of
the ministry, for immoral conduct.—
Soon after, or about the time of his de-
position, he canie to this country, and
seitled in BEldon. .\t that time the peo-
¢ there and in Thorah, being ignorant
of the circumstance of his deposition,
and anxious to have a minister of their
aown Charch, the most of them gave
Fiw all the encouragemanl theg could
~
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[ turetaain among then; though svine—
hiaving hieard runsors prejudicial to lus
character, and  suspecting that all was
uot right—zacted with caution, giving
inm little or no encouragement. For
the most of the time Yie has been
among  them, they have been divi-
ded into twoe parties—the greater for,
and the lesy against him,  With a view
to undeccive the former of th
to his real chavaetor, and it possible to
‘cumuut, the diviswon tazt bad been erea-
tedawuon , iciny the Presbyiery of To-
ronto last year, sent a deputation off
their number thither, to fuomsh then
with the requisite decuments attesting
his deposition, and to disuade thew
from encouraging lim any longer.—
Much good resulied from the visit of
that deputation.  Must of tie people,
since then, have aditted they were de-
ceived, and are now, with few cxeep-
tions,giving him no encouragement. It
i3 pleasing to know, that, when the wri-
ter was there, they were not only anx-
ious, but making consideravle eilorts to
flave a minister scttled among thenm.
They had cheerfully cntered into a sub-
scription for raising funds for erecting
churches, and supporting a clergyman,
Thiey were about sending to Scotlandto
requect that one taight be seutto them,
Their unanimous cv-operation, in these
measures,was greatly owing to the unos-
teatatious, but vigorousefiortsof Major
Cameron, late of the 79tk regiment, and
now oue uf the scitlers of "Thorah,—
Nt being in the place wien tie people
divided about 2{r. Campbell, aud being
a gentleman of Ligh character and re-
putation among them, he was the more
fit to promote their co-operation. Vs
hie was the eans of accomplishing
drawing up tie petition, above refer-
red (o, and in guinyg, uusol cited, frem
house to house tv obtain their sigaa-
tures.  In procuring their signatures,
he succeeded to the esient he ex-
pecied: and it 15 pleasing to know, that,
in retura for s anawety and  zeal
for their luierest, the inhabitaats teel
and acknowleldge their gratitude; as
should all that love the peace amd pros-
perity of our Zion.
Oa the 11:h [ leit Thorah, retracing

pny sieps to W, Ganlanburg, where |
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arrived next day, and was glad to find
Mr. McKillican go far recovered, as to
be able to accompany me in going over
the remaining part of the missionary
field, which we were enjoined to visit—
the north side of Lake Simcoe. On the
18th, we proceeded as far as the north
side of Kempenfelt Bay, on Lake Sim-
coe, and reached late next evening,
nearly the extremity of the township of
Sunnidale, and within two miles and a
half of Lake Huron. - The line of roads
we travelled thither, from the village of
Earrie, at the head of Kempenfelt Bay
—and gince appointed the county town
of the Simcoe district~—is very lonely
and forbidding., The soil is sterile and
sandy, abounding with pine and hemlcck
timber, and for-twelve miles is uninhab-
ited, with the exception of two small
taverns which divide that distance. A-
bout the time that road was first made,
a cousiderable number of those employ-
ed by the government in opening it, set-
tled for a year or two upon small lots of
land contiguoue to it: but the land be-
ing swampy, and in the spring greatly
flooded with water, the greater part of
the settlers left them, and moved some
to the extremity of the township, and
others to that of Nottawasaga, which
lies contizuous to it on the west. For
this reason there arebut few families
scttled in that part of Sunnidale, which
we visited, The following day, being
Sabbath, Mr. McKillican preached in
English and Gaelic to the greater part
of them—the remaining few being so
remote from the station at which they
met, that no timely notice ‘could be sent
them. On that Sabbath I visited the
Scotch settlement in the township of
Nottuwasaga, which is ten miles farther
to the west. As the settlement is not
extensive, and the settlers, iu 8 manner
crowded together, it was easy to give
themn intimation of the sermon. They
punctually met at the place appointed,
and wero very glad at the opportunity
afforded them. The service throughout
was conducted,in the Gaclic language,
the audience, without an exception, be-
ing from the Highlands of Scotland.
Before closing the service, eight or nine
children were baptized. On the follow-
ing day, we met with a considerable
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number of the settlers of Sunnidale,
when new applicants for the ordinance
of baptism were examined, and their
character inquired into of some ordain-
ed elders among them. These havip
reported favourably of them, and their
views of the essential doctrines of the
Gospel being such as was regarded sat-
isfactory, Mr. McKillican administer-
ed the ordinances to eight or ten of
their children; and bhaving exhorted
them to meet together on the Lord's
day for reading and social prayer—the
conducting of which the elders engaged
to do—they were commended to the
protection and blessing of God. The
number of Scotch families in Nottawas-
aga is thirty-three, in Sunnidale the
number is ouly nine; all of them of the
Church of Scotland. As they have been
but recently settled in these town-
ships, they are still poor in their circum-
stances, and cennot support a minister
of the Gospel among them. Of this
they themselves are sensible, and seem
to fecl the great disadvantage so un-
happily connected with their situation.
That their destitution, to some extent,
might be meliorated, they, sometime
ago, petioned the Presbytery of Toron-
to, praying that an application might
be made, on their behalf, to the Glasgow
Colonial Bociety, to send them a fit per-

son to officiate among them, both as a

catechist and school teacher. Their
petition was never answered by the
society, obviously from the numerous
and more weighty demends made upon
their benevolence, and which they can
only in part satisfy.—From Sunnidale
we returned by Barrie, as the only way
we could get to Penetanguashine, the
most northern point of the field we in-
tended visiting, and which we reached
on the 19th. On our way thither, we
intimated our intention to preach at se-
veral places, on our return. On arri-
ving at the village of Penctanguashine
we waited on Mr. Mitchell, the princi-
pal merchant there, who told us, onsta-
ting to him the object of our visit, that
but few people could be expected there
to heer sermon, as the great bedy of
them, both in the villsge and itsvicinity,
are Roman Catholics, Understanding
ourintention of preaching there in the
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evening, he very kindly signified his rea-
diness to notify the villagers of the ser-
mon, and allow them the use of Lis par-
lour to wmeet in at the hour appointed.
Huving thus arranged with him, we set
out for the Military Establishment,three
wles farther down the bay, with the in-
tention of preahing to the forces there,
Tlns, however, we could not accom-
plish, as the men of the garrison were
cmployed in procuring fire wood. One
of the officers of the esteblishinent
wished us to remain over night, and
stated that the men could easily be col-
lected for divine service nextday. This
we could not do, having engaged to
preach at the village that sameevening,
and at other two stations on our way
back on the morrow. Our avdicnce in
thevillage wassmallbut very attentive,
and thankful for the opportunity offord-
cd of hearing the message of Salvation.
in the village there is 2 Romun Catho-
hc chapel in which, we were informed,
a priest regularly officiates to o nume-
rous congregation. Half way between
the village and the Military Estabiish-
ment, there stands a new and ncat Epis-
copal church. ‘There is yet no resident
clergyman of that communion there,
and 1t is very seldom they are visited by
mussionaries.  There are but few Pres-
byterians here.  The pious Protestants
deeply lament their destitution of the
public ordinances of religion, and the
extensive and ruinous influence of igno-
rance and superstition over the mass of
the inhabitants. May the Ilead of the
Church soon bring those  that sigh and
cry ™ because of these abominations,
under the faithful dispensation of his
own ordinances, that their influence,
by his own blessing, may overcome
and destroy that ignorance and error
which so much prevail among them.—
On the forenoon of the next day, on our
return from Penctanguashine, we prea-
clied seven miles on this side of it. On
the cvening of the day we preached in
Mr. Jeff’s cettlement, we attended to
another appointment about fourtecn
unles distant on the Penetanguashine
road. The audience here was much
larger, aud mostly of the Church of
Scotland.  On the next day, forenoon,
sse attended another appuintient six or
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seven miles nearer than the last, where
the attendance was still better.  While
in the evening we preached at Barrie to
a goodly number. Those thatattended
at the two last stations, are, with few
exceptions, of the Churchot” Scotland;
and including the fumilies that are set-
tled about Bir. Nichol's, und part of
those that are on the Coldwater road,
they amount to about forty familiesanx-
ious to enjoy the ordinances of religion
dispensed amorg thew, by a minister of
that Churchin which they were brought
up, and to which they ure still finnly
attached, though some of them have
been settled there for seventeen years,
and during thut time, have net had un
opportunity of kearing any ot ker minis-
tersoftener thanfouror five times. They
expressed their astonishment and regret
that, while other churches have sent
missionaries  periodically to visit the
members of their communion, the
Church which they still revere, should
have so long neglected them and her
numerous children scattered over this
country. So anxious they are of en-
Joying even the partial labours of a
missionary among them—since ther
number and circumstances do not yet
enable them to support one exclusively
—that they urged us to use our influ-
ence in sending one, though but for a
limited time. From the circutnstances
connected with this settlement, as well
from the fact that there are other de-
nominations mixed among them, who
want ncither zcal nor industry, in pro-
selyting them to their faith; we feltfor
them, 2nd pledged ourselves to repre-
sent faithfully their destitution and ar-
dent desire for the Gospel to the Pres-
bytery, with aview to engage their ex-
crtions 1 their behdif. .

We procceded next day to visit the
township of Oro, which lies half-way
between the Penctanguashine road and
Lake Simcoe. In the, township there
arethree settlements; two of these con-
sist of Scotch emigrants, and the othor
of colourcd people from the Uniter
States. It was the first two of these
that we visited, and which are within
tour miles of one anothrr. One of themn
is composed of Scoteh Highlanders,und
the other off peopie from the sonth of
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Scotland. DBoth settlements are nume-
rous—so much so, that we were told
when taken together, they amouat to
one hundred and sinty families, including
a number of young men, that were
about settling on furms ot their own.
‘I'he next day after our arrivel, being
Sabbath, and the people having been
previously notilied about our intention
of being there, a great number collected
at botl places where the services were
conducted. Hr. McKillican preuched
two discourses in English, to the Eng-
hish settiement, and the writer preached
i the Highland scttlement, in English
and Gaelie.  Before closing the service
at cach place, 2 numberof ¢lnldren were
baptized. As in all new settlements,
the people here are not able to do much
to support the Gouspel. At n general
meeting of the mhabitants, held previous
to our being there,they resolved tohave
2 minister between the two stations,
able to preach both in the English and
Gaelic languages. And they believe,
with the expected aid, they will be able
to secure for himan adequate support.
In the township of Orrilia, joining Ora,
on the northeast, and very near one of
the settlements nowalluded to, there are
ten or twelve families who are very
anxious to join with the Ora peoplein
the support of religious ordinances. In
Orrilia, they havealready sccured con-
siderable funds for the ercction of a
church, Their forwardness in this has
been owing to the zeal and activity of a
well known Scotch gentleman, who re-
sides at the Narrows. A brother of his
is said to have been the writer of o
printed letter addressed, last fall, to the
inhabitants of Ora and Orrilia, with a
view of promoting the interests of re-
ligion and educatiom among them, In
this letter the writer seems to be traly
alive to the essential wants of these sot-
tlements. He urges upon them in the
most affectionate and pressing manner,
the neced of combining their efforts to
secure funds for building churches, a
manse, and for raising an adequate sal-
laty for a minister. The good effect
which the publication of this letter had
upon the most of the people, at the time
we were there, was very apparent, in
thewr warm interest felty and in their
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unanimous co-operation, in carrying e
to effect the objects urged upon them.
Anaious, as we were, to visit the scat-
tered Presbyterians of Orrilia and s
vicinity, we could not accomplish it on
account of other engagements.

The next day found us in the town-
ships of Innisfield, and in the north part
ol W, Gwillimburg. We preached on
the forcnoon tu ¢ nimerous scttlement
of Presbyterians, who formed two yeurs
agou part of Mr. McKillican'’s cliurge,
but are now deprived of’ his lnbours.—
Siuce disjoined from his charge they
Lave hiad no other Minister labouring
among them. On that day they ex-
pressed their willingness, and intention
to send for a Mimster either to the
Glasgow Colonial Saocicty, or to the
Synod of Ulster, being formerly from
the latter body. In the cvemng we
preached in the north part of W, Gwil-
lunburg, to a congregation to which Mr,
McKillican regularly ministers ; but
which he is desirous of resigning, should
that in Innisfield get a clergyman for
themselves. 1If the two stations were
united they would form a large congre-
gation. Before bringing this hasty
sketch of our tour to o close, allow me
to offer a few suggestions which may be
of some use to others that may be sent
out to missionate through that part of
the country which we visited, or any
other newly settled locality.

The summner, not the winter scason,
is the most proper time for missionary
visits, to the more remote, and destitute
parts of the country. DMarny are of
opinion that the winter scason is pre-
fcrable, because the roads are gencrally
better, and the people less engaged with
their worldly avecations; and cousc-
quently have more leisure to attend the
ministry, of siich as may go onmission-
ary visits among them, This muy to
soine extent be true in reference to old
scitlements, where the roads are well
travelled, where the settlers in general
are furnished with horses and sleidls to
convey them to the place appointed for
worship, and besides where they have
more comnodious houses for that pur-
pose: in which they are comfortable
while engaged in the duties of devotion.
But in regard to new settlements where
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some of these advantages are enjoyed,
the summer is to be preferred.  Should
the people get well out in new settle-
ments to hear the missionary, they can
scarcely have any composure or fixed-
ness of mind while engaged in the ex

creise; especially when they meet, as
they generally have to do, in small,
cold, smoky, and crammed houses, It
is not the hearers ouly that are thus in-
commoded, but the preacher, Itis im-
possible for him to feel comfortable, or
composed while addressing his hLcarers
in such houses as those just now des-
cribed. Besides he is sometimes under
the disagreeable necessity of travelling
some miles past the station, at which
lie preaches before he can find shelter
for himself and horse, Al these in-
conveniences may be avoided in the
summer season. Then there is no cold
or crushing to molest, either hearer or
preacher, because they can, with calm-
ness and pleasure, worship the God of
nature and of grace, under the shade of
the forest, or withthe open sky as their
canopy. In new settlements where the
settlers have been recently from the old
country, they are, in general, so much
delighted when missionaries visit them,
that no labour of any kind, nothing
short of insuperable obstacles will pre-
vent them from rushing to the spot
where they expect to meet, and hear
them proclaim the glad tidings of sal-
vation. Again,when Presbyteries send
any of their members 10 missionate for
some weeks, to distant and destitute
parts of the country, they should send
out two together, rather than one.—
When this is at all practicable, the wis-
dom of jt must be seen, in the happy
consequences which usually follow it.
In almost all ordinary cases, where
there is room for more agents than one,
when theseare engaged ina grgod cause,
we generally see the truth of the inspir-
ed penman verified, who says, “two
cre better than one because they have a
good reward for their labour: for if they
fall the one will lift up his fellow; but
woe to him who is alone when he falleth;
for he hath not another fo Lift him up.”
Our Lord sent out his disciples two and
two, andit is reasonable to suppose that
one ohject which ke had in vietr, in this

ey

apnointment was,that the message which
they delivered, would be more general-
ly believed as true by the testimony of
two, than by that of one. But it is al-
so reasonable to suppose, that he sent
them out two and two, to make thor
mission niore comfortable, than it oth-
erwise would hiave been it each hiad been
sent alone.  ‘Ihough no other good re-
sults were to follow from such an ap-
pointment now, than the accomplish-
ment of the Jast of those objects, it
would be wise to follow it.

The destitute condition of thousands
in this country require the sympathics
and energies of the church to be more
vigorously roused, and exerted in their
behalf, than they have hitherto been,—
In some places, where the ordinanees of
the gospel are regularly enjoyed, there
are not wanting those who no less reg-
ularly neglect and contemn them. Tlis
somc do through ignorance of the spe-
cial claims which these have upon their
constant attention to them, and cordial
belief of the truth which they exhibit.
Others who should know better, neglect
and despise them through hatred or in-
difference to the truth. ~ Thus it is es-
pecially with hardened and avowed infi-
dels, who try to stir up others against
the ordinances of the gospel, and often
fail not as emissaries of darkmess, to
speak and act regarding them, as if
they were only the contrivances of
priest-craft, with a view to deceive the
ignorant and unwary. But lamentable
as is the condition of these and others,
where the gospel is enjoyed, and inuch
as it requires the concern of all who pro-
fess to love the truth to better it, much
moreought we to feelfor the many thou-
sands that are still destitute of its pre-
cious and necessary ordinances. While
the condition of the former is without
excuse, that of the latter is not so: be-
ing destitute of the means which the
other criminally despisc. Go where
we will among them, we shall meet
with ignorance, profanity, immorality,
religious indifference, and infidelity, in
a thousand forms, and not unfrequently
in the most unblushing manner, carry-
ing headlong to destruction their delud-
ed votaries, and continually adding to
their number the more they prevail.—
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And who s it that shoald compassion-
ate thoir condition, and make vigorvur
exertions to re cues at least, some of
them, from  tiat nwopenhing  danger,
which every moment threatens their
crernal rmin? - Who? but those that are
np‘(- to their lamentable condition, the
clinrch of Christ to which the truth, in
its hngh applicationto the best mterests
of the lost and dviyr among men—is
commtted.  In tmthtully attending to
such a trast, she s bound to use all the
wfluence and enerey of which she 1s ca-
pable, by means of her earuest prayers,
affectionate remembran~es, liberal con-
tributions, and coastant exertions in
calling forth the nssistance of all that
are 1n authority, and posscss influence,
to her aid, against the ughty, that the
prey be taken from hun, and the lawful
captive delivered. May the Lord lum-
gelt” bless her efforts and hasten 1t 1n
s time.

PETER FERGUSON.
Esquesing, 25th May, 1837.

PresBYTRRY oF KinesTov.—On
Thursday, the 7th day of March, this
Presbytery mettat Gananoque, for the
purpose of inducting into the pastoral
care of the congregation there, the Rev.
Henry Gordon, who hasbeen translated
from the charge of Wiute chureh, and
King in the Presbytery of Toronto.

The Rev. John Machar, of Kingston,
who had been appointed by the Presby-
tery to preside on the occasion, preach-
ed the Induction Sermon from 2d
Corinthians, ch. ni. v. 2-5. He then
put to Mr. Gordon, in presence of the
congregation, the questions appointed
to be put to mimsters on such occasions,
which are the same with those they are
required to answer at their ordination;
and Mr. Gordon having renewed the
declarations,promises,and engagements
made by him at his ordination, was re-
ceived and admitted Mimnister of the
Congregation.

The Rev. James Ketchan,Bellville,
then severally addressed the newly ad-
mitted minister, ard the congregation,
on therr mutual duties and responsibili-
ties, when the services of the duy were

OF KINGSTON.

concluded. A nunicrous congrega... .
from the village and the swirounding
country, manifested the hivliest interest
i the whole proceedings of the day:
and at their conclusion, took their nun-
1ster by the hund at the chuieli door,
wcleonnng ham among them,

Hin settlement s understood to be
most harmomous, and a connection be-
gun, under circumstances so fayvourable,
aflords the prospect, through the bless-
ing of the Great Head of the Church, ot
the happiest results,

From the Standard.
THE DESOLATIONS OF BABYLON

From Lsaah sauv. 13117,

Each wundering bird shall find 1ts nate,
not one shall wanting be;

For in Jenovan's Book “tis writ;~go
scarch the page and sce!

His voice has marshalled all their hosts:
—who dare that voice contemn?

From all the winds they bend ther
course; His Spint musters them?

For each the lot was cast of old: for
each His hand the hne

O’er dreary desolations spread,and said,
¢ These shall be thine:

While ages roll, possess the land,where
haughty kings did reign;

For endless wrath shall be inscribed on
Babylonia® plan.

He said,—and now where Babel stood,
vast mouldering ruins he;

And scenes of gloomy wusteness press
upon the pensive eye,

Where arnues, m the pomp of war,
once marched in proudarray,

There prowls the fierce and savage
beast, and fits the bird of prey'

There1s the dreary lurking place of ev-
ery doleful thing,

Which earth or water could produce, or
all the winds could bring.

Such judgments fell upon the place,
where stretched the tyrant’s rod

O'er thousand lands, in stern contempt
of justice and of God.

Nor loosened was the 1ron yoke, nor
eased the captive’s chain,

Thll ruthless Ruin laid 1t waste, ne'r to
be buiit agan’




NOTICL TO CONTRIBUTORS,

Tai EMTOR proposes to insertn cvery number a short practical Sermon, and re-
quests the assistance of the Ministers of the Churcl, to enable hire 10 lay before the
rendars of Tue Examiver a series of discourses, illustrating toe nature, and enforeivy
the dutics of the Christian life, .

In censequence of the absence of the Sub-lditor, several etrors have crept into the
last cight pages of the present number, the mest in portant of which will be corrceted

W o table of errate in our next. - N

TO SUBSCRIBERS. .

Tur Punisirr has to announce that he has received intelligence of the arrival at -

Montreal of a quantity of excellent paper from Scotland, upos which Tur Exan-
mer will in future be printed, commeneing with the August number ; at which tims,
aJso, additional matter will be given, to the extent of nearly.one third more than the
present quantity, without any additional charge.

Agents are respectfully’ 1equested to forward their subscription hists without de-
lay.

It is expected that the future numbers of the Magazine will be ready for delivery
by the 10th of every month.

Money remittances have been reccived from Kingston, Midland District ; Esque-
sing, Gore District ; Galt, Gore District; Launcaster, Eastern Distret. .

We shall continue to make our acknowiedgements of these favours on the cover,

THE PASTORAL LETTER of the Mcderator of Synod may
be had at this office after the first of July, at three shillings per dozen, or fificen
shillings per hundred. - Ministers, Elders, or others, who wish to ciculate the same,
are requested to apply without delay, and to mention the way m wiich they wish o
have them forwarded.

3@ A few copies will be forwarded gratis to cach Session withinthe bounds of
the Presbytery, -

3

BIBLE DEPOSITARY, at the office of W, D. MirLer, Esq. Queen-st.
Niagava ; where ministers and store-keepers in want of a supply, can be furnished
with Bibles of various descriptions, which have been received from the Glasgow
Bible Soaety. ’

’ .

I N. B. Advertisements of a general nature will be inscrted on the cover at

the following rates,
_Ifunder ten column lines two Shillings and sixpence currency for the first, and

three half-pence per line for every subsequent insertion.

Over ten column lines, three pence curreney per line for the first, and half price
for every subsequent insertion, )

Page lines double the above prices. Advertiserents stitched 1 with the wrapper,-
at rcasonable rates. ‘

In veference to the foregoing, we particularly request the patvonags of Booksel—
Ters, »




