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If Xforget.thes, O Jerusalom! let my right hand forges ita cunnicg.”’---Psalm 137, v.B.

DRAWN UNTO DEATH.

Several miles above Niagara, the broad,
wmajestic river begins to flow quicher and
uicker, without :ny marked change, in the
rst instance, oun i'as appearance, As the
atream appioaches nearer the precipice it roars
and leaps dnd foama, procluiming in a voice
of thunder ‘to all concerned the coming
erisis ; but the flow becomes rapid before the
“Rapids, in tortuous tumult, duclare jts velo-
£ity.  While the surface of the water is still
smooth‘snd blue, it hegins to diaw. Woeto
the boat's crew that are caught unawares by
that ‘ailent power! The stream grasps and
holds ity vicums like the gravitation of the
apheres. | )

When a solitary men in a tiny skiff is sur-
prised by this terrible destroyer, oars and
sail aré of no avail. In spite of frantic ef-
forts, and frantic cries; he is “ drawn urio
death and ready to be slain.” Suppose in
such a case one were at hand with the means
of deliveranc» at command, in the form of a
steamer accustomed safely to cross ar ascend
the current-—suppose one were at hand, with
%ower to save, and’ yet declined to use it

e who shauld in such a case mind his own
business, and perinit his brother to perish,
would be counted a monster among his Kind.
The wide world would ring with execrativn of
his cruelty,

David the King gives clear judgment agamnst
the rapacious wagnate who crushed rigit
under aiight, and eutertuined his own guest
on his poor neighbour’s only lamb, We
have many Davids: would that we had a
Nathan, with the prophet-power axd the pro-

phet.courage, to transfic the whole crowd of
transgressors with the okl ethereal spear,
“Thou art the man.” .

What were the most effective destroyers of
men in the kingdom and time of Srlomon, 1
know not; hut in our day and our land the
chief enemy of the people is their own intem-
perauce, The vast volume of sirong drink is
the deceitful Niagnara thas ** draws” the mui-
titnde towsrds death., The fact is obvious
and indisputable. I would lain arrest the
reader’s atientjion orn it for a few moments in
the light of God’s jaw : * Thou shali love thy

neighhour as thyseifl”

In wany forms tais plague-spot spreads
Perbaps the asneet of it .hat most deeply
wounds an inteliigent Christian patriot is the
wretehednegs which it entails an thousands of
little children wnose parents should, and, bat
for stroug drink, could, wzintmn them in
comfort.  With our laws as they naw siand,
we are well-uigh belpless in. presence of the
master evil which s sapping the foundaions
of society before our eyes. ‘The chudren are
naked aud hungry ; they are not trained at
school but left 10 the chance influences of

e street. Thev suffer for their parents’
sin ; and we soffer eventuady through tne

idleness and crimes of adults whose child-
hood has been irretrievably marred.  Yei
we are uiraid o interfere.  If we should simp-
ly adopt these children and suppiy 2l! their
wanls, we might thereby be setting a pre-
mium upon vice. Seciety as yel nas ot
manifested the wisdom to discover or the
courage to apply an effective remedy for this
consumption o! the commonwealth.

Looking row to the wreiched incbriates
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themselves, we find fentures in theje cass fir- {keepth thy soul, d
ted to cause disnay, if not absolute despair. | shall he not render unto every

Tne appetite grows slowly, seeretly; but ere
the patient is well aware of his danger, he
is reduced to a state of slavery. He cannot
or, if you prefer another form of exnression,
he will not, resist.  Be it physical or meatal,
or something made up of both, the result is
the smme—the victim is sucked down rowards
the gulf like a boat on the Rapids of Ntwzn &
These victims are “ drawn unto deatn” all
around us, not in tens or hundreds, but in
tnousunds and tens of thousauds.

“The condition of these dis-ased inebriates
was graven on my heart as with a pen of
irom, long ago, by one of the earliet exper-
iences 0of my ministry. A rumour reached
me regerding a gentleman of middle age,
that he was suspected of a teadeucy to ia-
dulge in drink, He was a man of liberal
education, viworous intellect, ample means,
and abundant charity., He was my friend
and benefactur, I was afraid to speak to
himn on the subject, but 1 was mors afraid to
be silent. I feared man much; but in that
ease at least I feared God more. I went to
his house; obtained an interview with him
alone;” proceeded to” wind rodud” the' bush
with many fetches to get the subject geutly
introduced, At last, observing my dvift, he
said, * I see what vou uce aming at; bui
your tenderness is quite unnecessary; you may
may speek plaily. I am atrankard. 1shall
live a drunkard, and die a drunkard”
the course of our subsequent conversa
tion, ha ssid, © If there are degrees of depth
in the place of retribution, the worst will be
mine, for  know the right and do the wrong.”
1'do not detail the horrid progress; but'in
the enl he kept his ward—he died a drunk-
ard—disd of drunkenness. 1 have known
man¥, in all classes of society, similarly
grasped and similarly drawn unto death.
I'he cises are xo numerous that, like many
drops of water, they constitute a great over-
flowing siream, that courses over the land
and down the generations—a river of death.

In preseace of this destroyer, what should
he the attitude of a Christian philanthropist ?
Am I my brother’s keeper in the arrange-
tents of our common Futher, and do I keep
my broth>, rin poiat of fact, as God com-
mands me?

Various attitudes are assumed by verious
persons and classes in regard to the tavages
of intemperance.

Tirst of all, some busy themselres in push-
ing their neighbours into the stream, or at
ledet cheer them on when they enter it of
their own accord, In the passage in Pro-
verbs xxiv. which has suggested this paper,
there is no reproof addressed to this class of
wransgressors; *If thou forbear to deliver
them that are drawn uaw death, and those
that ate ready to be slain; if thou sayes,
Behold, we knew it not ; doth not he that
ponuereth the heart consider it? and he that

THE MONTHLY RECORD OV THE CHURCI OF SCOTLAND

oth not he know it? and
man according
"ty hiz works®” ‘The silence of the Seripture
s regarding their crime is a much more severe
| condemnation. Like the omisdon of parri-
cide from the eaiendar of crimes to which
punishments were atinched in a celebrated
system of jurisprudence, the deed which i3
,not condemned 13 condemned the most. It
iz assumed as a thing wuspeakable, fnconcei-
vahle : the preseription of punishmeut beging
with one that lies beneath it, on the assump-
tion that the higher dezree of guoilt being wo
enormaus, it may be expected that in a weli-
regulated commonwealth, a specimen of it
will never emergs. In this verse of Serip-
ture at lenst, those who should in malice or
levity hold the cup to the lip of tie drunkard,
and press it upon his appetite, are not re-
proved aod condeoned. Liwavingz these, 1f
any sucit there should be, without even a
warning, it sounds an alarm in thie ears of
another class, less hardened and less positive
in their wickedness. It is' addressed not to
the Cains of the human family, who shed
their brother's blood; but to those who are
what Cuin falsely represented himself to be,
indifferent to thi'fate nf'a ‘brother, when by
other influences-he js-drawn unto. death. The
sin here reproved is not the sin of taking an-
| other's life away, but the eognate, sin of not
doing your utmost to save anothers life when
-you pee it in danger. Icis ia this respect
precisely ‘pavallel to. the normal fact in the
moral teaching of the,Lord Jesus, that a man.
is condemned at God's judgment seal not
merely for. the positive evil that he ntay com.
mit, but for even neglecting to employ tha
talents and opportanities which he enjoys.
What a.muititude are these negative ofe

fanders! how deep is their guilt, how disas-

trous its consequences! The gaestion, then,

is not—Did you push the drunkard over the
precipice into the pit in which he lies? The

| question is—Did you * forbear to deliver”
! them that are drawn unto death? Itis this
| question that needs to be brought homs
ito the consciences of Chrirtians. For my
own partThave long lived under the conviction
that the disciples of Christ in our land, and
in our day, sinfully and shamefully aeglect
their duty in this respect. Men aro too coal
on the subject. It is wrong to be calm and
caol when our brother is perishing. There
shauld be keeness, there should be passion
here. We should do well to ba angry in
guch a cause. If every man who hopes in
Cnrist were adequately aroused, and wisely
employed in this work, we might soon see 3
great change in the condition of society.
“There is as much soundness vet in the body
, as might suffice to heal all the unsound parts.
{if we were avake and astir. Is is the dead
indiffsrence that ruins ue. It is precisely
 this indiffierence that the Word of the Lord
! condemns. ‘U'ne men of Soloman’s day were
i not accused of divectly compassing the death
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of theit neighbours ; the complaint which the
Creator and Judge brings apainst them is
that they sat siill and allowed their neighbors
to beslain.  **If thou sayeat, Behold, we knew
it not; doth not ne that pondereth the heart
consider it? and he that keepeth thy soul
doth he not krow jt?  And shall he not ren-
der to every man according to his warks?"”

As to methods, there is room for variety of
opinion aud disersity of action. I would not
demand uniformity in this crusade against
the infidel.  If Frould see a levy in ‘mass
of the Christian vonmunity, I could besr a
very large measure of freedom in the action
ot the several corps. The main thing heed-
ed is a determination in every true man’s
heart. to do something, each in his place and
according to his abjlities—something corres-
ponding in effort and erergy tothe power of
the adversary, and \" > damage he is doing
to our country and our ‘King.

Very frequently a sirong dash of the ludi-
crous is thrown into the lovk and gait and
activn ¢f a drunken man. This feature is
impurtant. It insensibly lend to lightness in
1he contemplation of the whole affair.  When
one is induced to laugh ot any fact, he is not
likely to take it seriously 10 heart. It
seems as if the Author of Iivil had obtained
power to throw an -air of levity over the
scene, that he may ot be disturbed in his
deeds of murder. ~ We should not be caught
in this spare'; we should not 'he thrown off
our guard by this device. ' Granted that on
the surface the scene is often laughable, it 1s
certain that beneatn it is written all over,
Lamentation and woe. Check the mirth if
it 18 suddenly exciteds let the mirth be
drowned under an instant floed of teara, Let
deep compassion for a fallen brother, and
strong indignation against his destroyer, and
reverence far the creature and the law of
God, combine to drive of all levity, as wind
driver smoke away. ‘The attitude of the an-
cient prophiet, who wept day and night for
the slain- of his people, becomes us better
than mirth wor indifferencs, in view of the
revages of intemperance,’

If a foreign enemy should invade our
shores, vou -might, withaut risk of mistake,
undertake to tell the subject under discussion
1n every group of two or three that might be
seen laying their heads together st a distance
in_the street. Every man as he met his
ueighbour would eagerly get or give the lat-
est intelligence of the advance or retreat of
the loathed or dreaded enemy. Why should
not each man keenly quesiion his fellow for
news regarding the greatest destroyer of the
population.  Why should nat every heart
burn  with desire to repel his advance?
Why should not every hand wield snme wea-
pon against the common foe? Tuis kind
goeth not out by an idle wish, or a find-
ing fault with the methods of other men. A
pussiona e determination to exterminate the
plague must pervade the sound portion of
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the population, The fiery cross musat be eat~
ried round ere .the tide of the invasion be
turned back. .

A fow vears ago a sloop Jalen with coals
was heached on the share of the Solway, near
Wigton, on the Scottish coast, in orc}er that
her cargo might be carted away during ebb
tide. While the vessel lay high -and dry on
the rand, some men were sent in benea}h her
to effect rome necessary repaire, While the
work was going on, some perzon outside ob-
served the hull k-eling slowly over to one
sile, and gave thae glarm to }he.wo‘rkm.en.
All escaped but one. - The ship in ieaning
over canght his limbs before he had time 1o
cresp ont, and locked him ‘ast beween the
hull and the sand. ‘I'heman lived and spoke,
and took counsel with his neighbors, but re-
mained pinioned to.the spot. "All hands
went to work. They tried first by lightening
the ship of her cargo, bt this ‘mt‘Ehod prov-
ed 100 slow; they tried by digging w ghe
sand, but this methad also failed ; they tried
by attaching hawsers to the ship’s mast, and
setting a great number of men to pull, but
their united efforts foiled to heel her over to
the other side. ‘I'he men were not able 1o
liberate their comrade, In their sbortive el-
forts a precious hour—fhe precious hour for
there was but ome-—had been lost, ap(] now
the tide of the Sohway came rushing in like 2
race-harse.  All tizat were free tled before it,
and left their imprisoned companion to his
fate. The sea soon slackened the grij} of the
ship's side, and set the captive free; bot be-
fore it lifted of his burden it had quenched
his life. The water drowned him, and then
Jet him go. TDeliverance tame too late, anc:
his lifeless hody was washed up in the surk

Calamities greater in extent frequently oc-
cur among our seamen, but T do not remem-
ber ane that was so excruciating in its'natures
and cut so keenly inta the people’s heart.
The Jiving man saw the tide approaching,
bat could not get out of its wav; feit the
water wetting his hair—felt it eold, eovering
his brow, and vet must needs He still—lay
still 131l it siifled him; and thus with the
whole town turned out on the beachjspecta-
tors. I suppose there was no dry eye in
Wigton during that swful honr. I suppose
there was few who slept deeply on the fol-
Jowing night. Tt is right that man should be
shaken in the depths of his heing by witness.
ing 2 brother so miserably perishing.

We must not deceive ourselves, We seeo
muhiteces caught as fast between their ows
appetites znd the firre flood which 'lhese up-
petites feed on—canght and held till a tde,
mightier than that of the Solway, comes up
with its awful rescue. *'They canunot wrench
themselves away, It is better in such a case
to lose a limb, and save the life; but, ales!?
nerther the man who perished in the waters
of the Solway, northe men who perish by
drink, have strength, even though they ‘had
the will, 10 teur off the limb in oyder to save
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the life. Where physical disease and moral
depravity clasp and clase in upoa each other,
the soul is overlaid and quenched between.
Although the pritoner were will to part with
the right arm, he cannotfget it severed, It
holds him till the tide rise, and he dies.
With an earnestness equal to that display-
od by the neighboours at Wigton, and with
# skill su erior, we might save our brother.
We could, if we would. By the power of
Jave in all the earlier stages, and by the
power of LAW, if the madness proceed to
extremities, the community should arise in
its might, and rescue the man from himaself,

WILLIAM ARNOT,
——me
WORDS FOR WOMEN.
BY THE xlE:'.‘ J. ¢, RYLE,

I have often wandered what Bible-readers
think of one particular chapter in the New
‘Pestament. That chapter is the last Epistle
of St. Paul to the Romans, What do thev
do with it? What do they get from it?
What honey do they extract from its con-
tents P

‘I'he Inst chapter of Romans is singnlarly
full of names. The first fifteen verses are al-
most entirely taken up with greetings to per-
sous of whom we know little or nothing.
Many, I fear, are tempted to pass over them
with u hasty glance, like the advertisement
sheet of 8 newspapet, and to class them with
the first chepter of Chronicles. ©'This isa
burren land,” they say to themselves ; * there
is little or nothing to be learned here.,”

Now, 1 believe that this way of viewing the
lat chapter of Romans is @ great mistake, 1
believe thet all Scripture is given by inspira-
tion of God. and that every chapter ia useful
and profitable. T am one of those old-fashi-
oned people wha firmly hold that everything
in the Bible is inspired. I have faith to be-
lieve that the hand of God is in the catalogues
of Chronicles as well as in Rom, viii., or Joha
Xive, XV, XVi, xvil.  Believing this, 1 feel no
dout ¢ that there is a great jesson in Rom.
xvi. and 1will try to ahow what it is.

Fhe chapter [ have mentioned appears to
we o contain a speecial lesson for wumen.
The important position that women accupy
1n the Church of Christ—the wide field of
veal, theugh unohtrusive, usefulness that lies
belore them, it they will enter on it—the good
service that they can do for Christ, if they
kiave n wind-—nll these things seem, 1o my
eyes, 10 sand out in the chapter, as if writ-
ten with a sunbeam. 1 will proceed to show
what ] mean,

Ouserve, for one thing. t~at out of twenty-

eight persons whom Si. Paul tumes in con- |

einding this precious Ipistle, no leas than
sleven, if not twelve, are women.
1. . M b4
Qbserve, for another thing, the msaner in
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which Bt. Paul speaks of these women, Ife
says of Phehe that she wus ** 2 servant of the
Church” and ** a succourer af himsel.” Ile
says of Priscilln that she was his * helper in
Christ Jesus”—of Mary, that she * bestowed
much lahour on him"—of Tryphena and Try-
phosa, that they *laboured in the Tord"—
and of Persis that she ** laboured much in the
Lord,”

‘Now, Isay there is much in all this te
make us think, St. Paul was an apostle—a
man chosen and called by Christ himself—=a
man eminently useful in his generation—a
man who possessed extraordinary gifts and
singular fitness for his work—a man wha
seemed able, if any one ever was, to stand
alone and do without the help of othera: yet
see how this great Apostle openly declaves
his obligation to a few weak women: see
how he is not ashamed to publish to the
world that they had strengti.aned bis handa
and refreshed his apirit, and helped him for-
ward in his work. Let every woman that
reads this chapter mark these things, and in-
wardly digest thera.

I will write plainly the thoughts that come
across my mind, while I read of Phebe and
her sisters in Rom. xvi. I think how wide
is the field of usefulness which is open to
professing Christian woraen: and I wish
every Christian woman who may read this
paper to lay it to heart.

1 say, then, that every woman may be most
useful, if her heart is inclined to it. Bvery
woman may do much, if only she is deter-
miued, and, like the Jews in Nehemiain's time,
has * a mind to work.”

1 would not be mistaken in saying this. I
am not speaking of publie work. All cannot
be distriet vicitors. All cannot teach schools,
and direct Bible classes. All have not the
gifts of Mrs. Stevens and Mrs, Fry, All
i cannot write like Hannah More and Eliza-
{ beth Fry. Let those who have time, and
gifts, and a clear call, give themselves to such
work. But I spesk of usefulness that all wo-
men can attain to—mothers with large fami-
lies, wives with home engagements, daugh-
ters who must consult their parents’ wishes
rather than their own : and it is of them I say
thst every woman can do much.

1 cannot away with the common notion
, that great usefulness is for men only, and not
: for women. Some women, 1 fear come inte

this notion oniy ten readily. I am afraid
; there is in some minds a kind of proud sloth-
; fuluess that assumes the name of humilily,

and keeps people idle, Against this false
{ humility let us always be on our gumd.
P A cosistent Christian woman brings Ged
. before the eyes of those around her all the

week Jong, whether they like it or noi, She
14 ** an epistle™ that none can help reading.
1t should never bhe forgotten-that it is not
; preachiog alone that moves and influences
{ men. There is something to be done, as the
{ Apostle Peter reminds ys, * without thg

v
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word” (L Pater iii. 1), and none have the op-
pertunity of doing good so much in this way
as womea. Humanly apesking, the aalvation
of a household often depends upon the wo-
wen,

‘To bring men, for examnle, to attend the
weans of grace, and regularly hear the Gos-
pel, is one grand olject that a true minister
sets before him. Every minister who ¢ does
the work of an evangelist” must know how
difficult it is to get some penple to attend.
‘There are always obstacles raised ard objec-
tions started. If the men come one month,
they do not coms the next, It reminds ene
of our Lord's expression, « compelling them
to come in.” And what is the reason of this P
Qften, far too often, I firmly believe, the sim-
ple account is discouragement from wife or
soother at home,

If women ask me what way they can be
useful, I answer, unhesitatingly and decidedly,
firet and foremost by encouraging religion at
home. Show your father, or husband, or
brother, that you take a pleasure in seeing
him attend to his soul. Let your manner
and your words show him plainly that you
want to kelp him forward and not to keep
hira back. Let your household arrangements
be so managed that he shall see you will
make any sacrifice rather than keep him from
the house of God.

The fire of good iaclinations often burns
very faintly in the conscience of a hardwork-
ing man, Let his wife or mother see that
she stir and feed it. Let her beware, lest
she be a wet blanket to put it out. The road
of religion is a rough and up-hill journey.
Let her strive to take up every stumbling-
hlock, so far as in her lies. The cup of self-
denial is a bitter one to weary flesh and
blood. Let her labour, as far as possible, to
mske it sweet.

But, after all, there are a hundred little
ways in which a woman can be useful in her
own home, of which time would not aliow me
to speak particularlv. Much is to be done
by kind tempers, by gentle words, by meek-
wess, by patience, by uuselfishness, by atten-
tion in little things, by considerateness about
litt'e peculiarities, by thoughfulness about
little wants, by bearing with infirmities, and
by * not an awering again.” All these things !
tell in tha long run. “These are the constant!

2%

homes of poor men late in the evening, and
found everything in confusion just hefors the
hushand came in from work—children dirty,
unfed, and crying—nothing ready, nothing
comfortable, nothing in its place. In such a
case, I cannot wonder if the husband turns
out jll. I am persuaded the true account of
many a poor sot I see i8 just this— mede &
drunkard by his wife.”

If a woman would be useful, let her strive
to make her home a happy one. Whether
she be mother, wife, or daughter, let her
make this her aim, that all the members of
the family shall say, *“There is no place like
home.”

Let her strive to make the evenings of the
day pleasant. It is the time when most men
are wearied and worn with the labour of the
day. A wise woman will endeavour to have
a stock of cheerfulness in reserve for that
time. Ah! these may seem small things to
some readers. But you have musch to learn
of human nature, if you do not know the dif-
ference it makes to a tired husband, father,
or son, if he finds a cheerful, pleasant, smil-
ing face at home.

If a woman would be useful et her look
well to her home duties. Whutever place
she may fill in a family, let her resalve that,
by God’s help, she will fill it well. Tcount
it nothing for a woman to be active out of
doors, however gaod her work may be, if she
does not, at the same time, glorify God at
home. Home is a woman’s peculiar sphere,
and let home, therefore, have her first attes-
on. She ought to endeavor to keep all the
machinery of the family in perfect order.
She must try to help, to counsel, to restrain,
to direct aecording as need may require, She
ought to make har hushand, or father, or son,
or brother feel that all is going on well in his
absence—a post for every one, and every one
atthis post. There are a hundred linle
things ie every family which need daily at-
tending to, and none can attend to them sa
well as women. Little as they are they can
harass and vex 2 man's mind ; and if he cen
be freed from their burden by a womau's
thoughtfulness, it is no little gain to the
peaceful working of the family. The scrateh
of a pin may be a trifle, butit can kevp an
clephant avake. Paul mertions it as a spe-
cial duty of 2 woman, that she should “ guide

hihd 3 N
dropp ing whicli can wear away the stone, the | the houze® It is said of the excellent wo-
daily retarning habits which influence men’s | man in Proverbs, that the heart of her hus-
minds. Whatever women may fancy, men’s | band * doth sofely trust her”—he knows that
character is_exceedingly influenced by their | all is going on well while his back is turned.
homes. Tell mo the general characier of a: It is a high character that is given of Sarah,
man’s home, and I generally know sometiing ' when Abraham cculd reply at once to the in-
of the man, ! quiry, * Where is Sarah ?"— Behold, in the
1t iz a true saying, and a sad-one, * Cold | tent.”
‘homes make full public houses.” 1 firmly! If a woman would be useful at home, let
believe tha. disorder, unkindness, and ill-i her waich well her opportunities of doing
temper at home drive many a working man | good. If she would do good to the soul of
juté bad company, and make him hushand, father, or brother, let her pray con-
seck velief in drinking or frivolous amuse- ; tinually for the spirit of wisdom aad discre-
ments. 1 have sometimes gone inte the. tion, Of all paople, she ought 1o remember
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that there is “a timé to bo silent,” ns well as [ing of children. It is not teo much. to-sdy
“a time to spenk,” and 1o know the une from { that the first seven years of life depend en-
therother. She must.not sppear 10 set her- | tirely npon-motkers and norses.  The firse
aelf up as the teacher ot men. There is a|seven years contain the foundation of charae-
foolsh pride nbout a man that makes him | ter for life. “Ihe first seven vears of young
kick atthe idea of a woman showing him { Eagland are ia the hands of women!
snything he ought to know; and a woman} I might spenk of what, worien may do in
who would do- good must never forget that. | the matter of visiting the poor snd minister
She tmust try to win, not to compel ; she must | ing to the sick. "There are-hundrede of cases
endeavour to draw -uet to drive. A wife | continaally mising in which.n woman is o far
would be acting very' foolishly who began | move suitable visitor than a man, She neet
preacting the Gospel to her husband when | not put on a.peculiar dress, ar, call herselt by
necame in tired, wet, snd bungry, without | a RomaniCatholic name. She has auly to go
allawing hine to rest, te clean himself, or to, about, in the spirit of her'Sasjour, with kind-
get refreshed. A sister would fiad ber ad- | ness on her lips,-gentleness, in her ways, and
vice httle valued by her brother who thought | the Bible-io her hands, and the good that she
it proper 1o zive it before company. A mo- | may Cois quite incaleulable.  Huppy, indeed,
ther “would be mwst unwise who gave her|is that parish where there are Christian wo-
-wons & sgvere lecture on the sin of drunken-| men who ** po about Qoing good!” llappy
ness, at the very moment when they came |is that minister who has such helpers,!
ilome intuxicated, Abigail showed her wis-, I conclude this paper by ssking any woman,
dom in not speaking to Nabal while he was' who is not convineed by what 1 say, to take
full of drink ; she knew that her words would | up the Bibie and run her eyes.over the histo-
b ewasted on.him, and waited 1ill the moru- ! ries it contains, If she wants proof of the in-
ing. ‘The wife of Samson might have known | fluence that women have in, their hands, let
she would luse her hold on her busband’s af- | her netice how women leave their, marks at
fections, by tessing and vexing him in the | almost every. step in God's Word. ‘Their in-
“days of the marriage feast, Lsther watched | fluence, I freely graut, hag not always been
her oppociunity for speaking to her husband; | for good. But influence they have had, and
she waited for 1he door 10. be made open furi influence they will bave, as long as the world
‘presenting her spetition, and to gained her | »tands. o )
enil. The saving of Solomon ehould never| Eve in the garden of £den, the davghters
be forgouen: A word spoken in season,; of men before the Flood, Sarah, Bebecca,
how good is iv!” I Leah, Rachel, Potiphar's wite, Miriam, Pha-

A woman who would.be useful in her own | raoh’s daughter, Jethro’s daughter, Rahab,
home, must be carcful to encoursgs the small- | Jael, Deborah, Jephihab’s daughter, Delilah,
-est beginuings of religion in thase about her. . Ruth, Hannsh, Abigail, Michal, Bathsheba,
‘I'be first actings of grace are aften exceeding- | Jezebel, Athaliah, Jehoshabeath, Belshagzat’s
} small, so smsll as o escape observation. | mother, Elisabeth, the Wirgin Mary, Mary
‘The.&rst prowth of gracious inclinations in a . Magdalen, Martha and Mary, Sapphira, Dor-
woul 4s often very sluw, very easily cheched ;, cas, Lois, Eunicer—who that reads the 8ib'z
rand if chiecked, perhaps retarded fur jears. . is not familiar with these names?  Who can
No man ean tell theimportance of cherishing . forget how they.come up at almost every ture,
the first movings and drawings of the heuny ] and have a place and .a portion in .almost
towards God. [t may, be only a willinaness ; every story.? Lo say,in the face of these
to hear, or a readiness 1o join in prayer, or a names, that women have no. influence, and
different treatment of the Bible; and set this | are of no imporiance, is asimply absurd. . Let
may be the first siep that will l.ad on st least | them know that they have a mighty inBuence,
1o 2 close walk with\God. Blessed are these | and let them use it for good.  What the oil
swomen who lend » helping-band at such 2, is to the machinery, what the whetstone js to,
tarning-point in-a scul's history, and take up | the scythe, alat the fire is ta the steam-en-
weven the smallest swumbling-Liock out of fts ' gine, what the stream is to the, water-wheel,
wey ! Colduess, and want of sympathy, often [ all this the woman may be to.the man. Let
abrow the inquiring soul back.” Happy is the . her remember.it, and strive daily 10 do good.
man who has any near bim to say, liks Leah: .
and Rachel, * Whatsovver the Lord hath e Qe
etid untu tuee, do.” . :

1 bring these things forward us seeds of, "~ “ Three tlings,” snid the, Rev. Dr
whought, 1 hape that all women who read | Hemy, *apprared tohave beyn uninjured by
them will consider aund thizk thewn over. I the ¥all: the song of birds, the beamy of
want them 10 andersiand how much they can | fluners, and the smile. of infuncy, for it is dif-
du, how much depends on them, and how | feolt 10 concrive how either of these could
great is their responsibility in the sight of ' have bren mue peifect bad man remaiced
God. . "holy; as if God would leave us something

Of courae it would be ensy to sdd to the . pure to remind us of the Paradise we have
Japer. 1 might speak of the vast field of use- | lost, and to peint us o that which we shall
Yuluess which is.open to women.in the train- | regain,” .
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DR. CUMMING.

In one of our exchanges a correspondent
writes from London regarding Dr. Cumming
as follows: .

I found my way to Dy. Cumming’s church
to realize my anticipations of fifteen years
ago. when I first read his ¢ Tent and Altar,”

The Doctor is a man of fine personal ap-

earance, preaching in gown and bands.

e has a pleasant, melodious voice, with a
very slight lisp, and upon some words-a very
Scotch accent. His flow of ‘words is excell-
ent, with an easy, familiar manner, quite
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[ tending a narrative. e then examived the
, miracles, drawing out in a few forcible sen-
'tences, their unanswerable argument. I
! the Bock. us we have it, the same that the
; apostles wrote by inspiration? was the next
,point.  He remarked: that none of us had
_over seen any of the original handwriting of
; the evangelists. They often wrote by another
, person, as their epistles- say. Why their
| handwriting had not _been:handed down by
: Providence, it was difficult to judge. The
i various manuscript copies next weut under
, review: Tischendorfi’s copy of the fourth
, century, in Russia; the Varican copy of the

winning. ‘The singing - was done by the | fourth century, the Alexandrian in the Bri-
congregation, a quartette in front of the pul- | tish Museum and others, These are all
pitleading off without an instrument. A very , ‘written in capital letters. The Syriac trans-
fine treble voice led the whole congregation of | lation, made from the original Greek, as
1000 people. After the opening psalm and ' early probably as the days of John the Evan-
prayer, the choir chanted-2 psalm,.quite alone, ' gelist, or at the latest, in the second century;
I'he Doctor then read 2 Thes. I1.,-and com-| and then the translation from Greek into
mented upow it fully fifteen minutes, showing : Latin were mentioned. From the existing
how the * great faliing away and the reveal- ' writings of the Fathers, if all aur other copies
ing of the Man of Sin, sitting.in the temple | were destroyed, we can- cull out,in quota-
of God and showing that he is God,” must | tions, the whole of the. New Testament, the
allude to the Pape .of Rome. He’ said that , Psalmns, and large parts of the prophecies.
ut the installation of the Pope, after his elec-’ This forins a wonderful feature in the chain
tion, he was always set .ul)on the high altar, Vofevidence. The volumizous.and long con-
in the very place which all the Roman Cath. | tirived contrnversies on-theological questions
olic world bhelieves to be occupied by the!in those early days, was the cause of these
very body of Chuist; thus fulfilling to the | copious quotations. The different readings
letter this prediction that be would “exalt|of the copies was thentouched upon, and
himselfahove all.that is called God, or that | the Dector said-he had. himself examined
is worshipped, so that he as God sitteth in | these differences with.considerable labor and
the temple of God, showing himself that he | could testify, along with other-investigators,
is God.” The comment on the chapter held | that they were trivialin the extreme, about
the audience. in.the profoundest attention.! single letters-here and- there; the text never
The Lord's Prayer.and another himn pre- | varying in the essential and leading doctrines
paredl ‘the way for the sermon baised upon and truths tanght.  In- the 'most polite and
1 Thess. v. 21; “ Proye_all thinge. Hold | kindly manner he handled:the rccent objec-

fast that which is good.” His subject was
the exercise of the right of private judgment
in seeking what is -truth and what is not.
In ekamining the text critically, he made éon-
stant use of the Greek Testament,- which. he
held in  his _hand. He had done
the 'same thing during his commentdry
on the chapier read. In seeking what is
truth we are led into the question: Was
‘Christ a real personage and did: he live 17800
years ago, according. to. the New Testament
rerord? This simple faet, he said, had been
8o ‘much assailed of late, and from h.gh
quarters, that it would be-well-to'look into it.
He first brought the testimony: of:five differ-
ent writers living in Christ’s time, proving
that Christ was expected very generally, and
that he -came and wrought.imiraclds: These
were all profane writers, entirely outside the
Bible record. He then considered the story
itgelf—how marvellously: told, sich simpli-
eity, such a want of any effort on the part of
the - evangelists: théinselves.tor substantiate
théir statements. ..If the:story be untrue, he
anid, it bespoke.for-evangelists-the character
of four of the greatest-geniuses.the world:ever
saw; to be capable-of constructing: so unpre-

tions made by the Dean of:Canterbury to the
!veracity of the accounts of the crucifixion,
“inasmuch as each ofithe evangelists record a
’ different inscription over-the:head of the Sa-
vigur. * Certainly:the.Dean will recall his
|‘doubts when. he learns that John followed
‘the Hebrew, Mark «¢he Latin, Luke the
“Greek, and Matthew .all three combived:
!¢ This is Jesus-the. King of theiJews.””

! Now consider how the Bible has been a
|‘proscribed book. how.it hag been hurned pub-
: licly over and over again; and:people.com-
‘manded to destroy it under pain' of punish.
‘ment; and . how it basiwithstood all -this
rough handling, while: three-fourths of the
classic writings of oldentimesynotwithstand~
ing the efforts of men to. perpetuate them,
have perished. The profane writings of the
ancients,. too, accord .with .the feelings; the
‘desires and wishes of worldly men; whileithe
Bible is throughout-against them sn:.fofos
-and: yet it lives ‘while: they ‘die:. To-day
" $50,C00 would be given for :some of the lost
books of Livy; but they have perished:and
foprice can revive: them:nNow; insteads:of
the few hundreéds.of readers: of Homer inthe

world; we bave hundreds: of thowsands.ef
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roaders of God’s word. You find o copy of
it in the knapsack of the soldier, under the
pillow of the snilor. in the palace of the king
and the lowly hut of the poorest subject}
where arctic ‘snows never melt, and where
tropical suns ever glow. A book chieap yet
dear—finding its way from sea to sea and
from the rivers to the ends of the earth. The
perfect shower of perls and diamonds that
came flowing from his eloguent lips at this
point, wag 8o delightful, so sublime, that ere
v : could realizé its presence it was gone.
1 s delivery becomes rapid when warmed up
ju a culmination 1i' e this. But nght after
it came the quiet, searching inquiry, “Has
this hook le?t its mark on_your soul, my
hearer ? You have the book, no doubt, but
remember, it is not the possession of a labor-
atory that makés a man a chemist, nor of a
Hibrary that makes him & scholar. To save
you, the truths of the Bible must he impress-
‘ed upon your hearts by the power of God.

In his last moments Napoleon Bonaparte,
that great warrior, that wonderful stholar
and statesman, gave evideunce that the truths
ot God’s word had made their imprint upon
kig soul. Hear his Iast words, while in con-
versation with Berthier at St. Helepa. The
Doctor then read copious extracts from Ab-
botts’s Napoleon, and closed with an earnest
appeal to prove all things and hold fadt to
the saving tniths of God’s word.

The Pontylp Recory.

DECEMBER, 1867,

. This time last year the .present Editor of
the Record held the ofixce of Convenerof Fi.
nancial Committee. The prerent Convener
hos authorized us to exercise anew the duties
of that office, and indeed a certain love for
the old office still survives, so that we are
quite prepared to do duty again. The duties
reterred to may be briefly describedl to consist
in these two things~to see that some 1,600 or
1,800 persots subscribe for; and that as nearly
as possible the same number pay for our
periodical. ‘Our hope that this will be accom-
plished lies in the fact,-that, in nearly ail our
eengregationy, there are at.least one or two
wmen who have s .hearty desire to see our
Becord welt supported antd widely circulated.
Certainly it should be self-sustaining, though
it is not'expected or even intended that any
profic should .be reslized; yet neither is it in-
tended that any loss should besustained. In
many places both the circulation and the
payments for. the Record are all tiat can be
desired ; while in many others there ix abun-
daat'room for improvement. We shall do
our best.to merit a wide circulation:
staff of contributors and cor1espondents seems
te be on the increate. Our good friend A. P.
rarely {ails to send. his excellent ** Noten of
she Meonth,” More tham that, we have even
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the promise of an accasional column or twe
in Gaelic, tor which; doubtless, » Jarge mim -
ber of our readers will be thankful.

2 _ag

The Presbytéry of Pictou has made the
following appointments :
. Saltsprings, Garlogh,
15 Dec. Mr. Pollok,
29 ‘“
12 Jan.
26 "

9 Feb,

‘Sab. M
“ . Stewar:
Mr. MoMillan, s

Mr. Philip,
Mr. Hordman,

Barney's River. Lochaber,

Mr, McGregor,
Mr. McCunn,

Mr. Goodwill
Mr. Philip, ’

Mr. McCunn,
Mr. Stewart,
W. McM1vLaX, Pres. Clerk.

The Rev. D. M. Gordon has left for bis
new chargé in Ottawa. The address pub-
lished on andther page and a letter from one
of the Truro elders shew the esteem in whick
he was held, during the period of his labours
i? Truro, Folly Mountain, and adjacent sta-
tions.

. The address presented to the Rev. A. Ma-
Kay, from the Salt Springs and Qasirloch
congregations, with reply, will appear in out
next isus of the Record.

. 15 Dec,
29 "
12 Jan.
19 €%

2 Febn
23 ¢

We hare to thank our Ontaris correspon-
dent for his long and interesting lstter,

nmaasne () commacms

Thanksgiving Day.

We devote a considerable portion of ewr
space to the following outlines of Sermons,
preached by our ministers on Thankegiving
Day :~— )

. Harirax, Nov. 28, 1867,

Most of the Halifax. Chutches were open
to-day for Divine Servise-nond weie goner-
ally well attended, ' In St. Matthew’s the
tnilitary were present as on Sundays, and al-
together about two-thirds of the ordinary
sudience that is to be seen ok a Sunday fore-
ngon, :

‘The winister of the Church preached from
Tsaiah 40, 28, middle clause of the verso;
* the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creatar
of the ends of the earth fainteth not, neither
is weary.” We append an outhne of the
s ermon, .

The text represents God ss a person and:a
workerj as planning and exeouting. Man
too is a perscn and a worker; he too plans
aod executes. And even man's power snd
wisdom, patience and reselve, in themselves
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or 22 stotied in results impross us, Let us
rise from the thought of him to Goud that we
Tany realize how grea® He ia,

1. Contrast man in his conteat with the
wmaterisl, and God in llis work of Creation
and Providence.

2. Look at man ar a worker in the region
of intellect and beauty, and ecompare his lat-
tiest effuris with the continuous working of
Qod.

3. The contrast between man and Grd as
mozal workers is most striking. The bent of
man’s nature is to work for self. If he work
for others, it is intermittently and he soon
gets weary and discouraged. But Ged is
Jove. If others offend man, he says, * I may
forgive but will not forget.” God blots out
eur sins, casts them into the depths of the
see, and remembers them no more. Man
says ‘ revenge is aweet.” God says * Be
sot wvercome of evil, but overcome evil with
good.” And the Cress of Christ is the ever-
lasting testimony to the wisdom of this way.

Lessons deduced :—(1.) The gratitude
due unta Him for the untiring patience and
yaoodness He shows towards us, as the God of
Providence and grace.—(2.) That we should
aim to be like Him by not wearying in well-
doing.

“ Like as a star,
That maketh not haste
That taketh not rest,
Let each be fulfilling
‘His God-given.hest.”

‘8t. ANDREW's CHURCH, HALIPAX.
Attendance latge—about equal {0 an ordi-
nary Sabbath morning Congregation. Choir
performed an antheni (Paalm 98th) with great
success. - ’ :
Sermon, John V. 14, ‘13 :—« Afterward
Jesus findeth bim in the temple and saith
into him: Behold thou art made whole; sin
no more lest” & worse thing' come unto
thee,” The time was one of religious joy and
festivity. The city would be crowded with
thé otdinary civiliand, itie provincial Jews,
and the foreign Jews who had returned to
participate-in the feast. “But Jesus seeks a
songenial sphera’and work rather dntong the
“impotent folk, the blind, halt, withered.”
Yo there ‘heals this' ‘man ‘and * alterward
findeth him in the temple,” &ec. Christ, by
kis words, implies some connection between
bis moral sin and his physical suffering. If
it were really so that the ' man was conscioue
that his disease came from some early sin,
ssme irregularity of ‘tis éarly life, canh you
sonceive of a:more imptessive sérmon to his
heart than these words of ouit'Lord ? And
" the sermon was so lovingly preached t60, just
‘m thé same way that He afterwards preached

%o chie tecreant Poterwith @ ook, and’ agsin

on the shores of‘the Lakeé of Galilee by the
simple question: “Lovést thoo me:’ "Why
was this ‘man in the temple'? (1) Bedause he
bud been reloased from a.long, hedrt-sisken-
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ing infirmity. (2) And chiefly, bLecause b
wanted to express what fiiled his henrt, and
to teatify that not chance, demon, ar man had
* done this thing,” but that a personal and
averruling God had displayed His power and
love unto him, So whyare we'in our Temple
on this thanksgiving day ? Is it not that we
may take and mark our position as a Christian
people, as believers in o apecial Providenee,
as believers in this, that not chanea, blind
law, nor human wisdom hath brought the
mercies of the past year, hut a personal and
loving God? *The people of this Provinge
to-day assemble together as a people, canvak~
ed by (he command of that which alone hasa
right to speak and act for the people, as the
sole embndiment and expression of the popn.
lar will, the Government, and by their as-
sembling together they recognise this faer
and testify to their belief in it ax a fact.
Much need there is of such a recognition nnd
testimony in those dayx of denial of God's
special Providenee. “The clergyman then re-
ferred to the distress consequeut on the fail-
ure of the shore fisheries, nnd showed the
Christian way of regarding such calamities,
vig., a# reminders of our coustant dependence,
the full recognition of which he characterized
as the necesgary condition of all true national
vitality. Hence the blessing of all that will
keep a people in remembrance of thix by
“ exercising” them and teachitig them that
thera is a God who doetk &ll things. Iilus-
trations of this: in ancient times, Moab and
Israel—the former had been * at ease from
his youth ;” ¢ Lad settled on his Tees ;” there-
fore * his taste remained in him 4nd his scent
had not changed,”-—the latter had heen * ex-
ercised,” chastened, 1aught dependence, till
a strong, anti-idelatroliy national character
had been formed. In' modern times, see
anpther illusttdtion in China and Britain.
‘Therefore, let us welcome all that can exercice
us, and teach us what we are 80 prone to for-
get, that God is above all and crdereth all,
The sermon contluded with an appeal on be-
half of the auffering poor, for whom a solles-
tiun was taken, B
' . ROGER’Ss HiLr.
There was 2 good attendance at the Kirk.
Mr. Goodwill ‘took for his text Psalm 3.8,
latter clause. “Thy blessing is upon tuy
people.”  He began by temiarking that God’s
blessing may b said to be upon ali people.
“The eyes of all wait upon thee; and thos
givest them their toeat in due seaton. Thow
ovenest thine haud and satisfiast the deeire
of every living thing.” But, in a special
sense His blessing is on the childden of the
Covenant. '« Thy blessing is upon shy
people.”  During the past year we have beeu
recigients of his" blessings, arid what reasin
of thankfuliieas we have. 1st.—There is the
blessing of‘pence. 3nd.~The blessing of
eivil and religious liberty. 3cd.—Tha'blss-
sing-ot:s bobvmtilel harvest. - WaF this:we ate
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particularly called upon to give thanks this
day. . .
Conclasi.u 2 Canger and sin of ingratiwde.
The Lastern Chiistisns forfeited their privi.

Jegzes by faiting 10 apprectate them. Cufaith-,

fuluess to privileges exposes us 1o their luss.
Mr. Goodwill preached again in the after-
noon at Cape John.

AuptoN MiNes.
Mcr. Philip preached from Pa. 241h 1, for-
mer claure, * The earth is the Lord’s and the
fulness thereof.”
A truth which it may be thought there was

no need for the Pralmist telling us Does not’

ihe Brahmin acknowledg- that the idol be-
fore which he prostrates himself is an idol—
thot is, an image it tended to represent the
great Spirie, who, invisible 10 mortal eye, sty
in his pavilion above the clauds and holde
the reins of universal Bmpire? ™ Does

ot the Mahomedan, ax he kneelsat morning !

and evening with Lis face turned towards
Mecca, a1y aloud to Allab, the Omuipotent
one, who spanned the heavens, and spread
the iliimitable desert, and sent forth the
winged winds on their strong career? And
amid all the strange and compheated cere-

monies of the old heathen worships, Greek

and Roman, is there not n plain recognition
of one Supreme and Omuipotent Being
who fashioned out of blind chaos this
bright and beautiful world, and hung aloft
thiough all 1he voids of space the ever-rolling !
spheres ? Why then should the Psalmist pro-!
claim to us this ancient truth acknowledged

by
+¢ Saint by Savage and by Sage "’ |

PiE CHURCHI OF 8COTLAND

“glory, they are tisionarizs and fanatics, and
not christiana, It is neither lawful nor wise
ror safe for any man to shut himself up con-

“tirually within the narrew circle of his own

sensations and feelings, 10 be alweys {eeling

at his spiritual pulse and groping about with-

_in the dim labyrinth of his own mind. ‘The

. centemplation of God, as the God of the

» whole earth, the study of His works and ways

! on the vast scale of creation and Providence,

iz «he hest antidote against the tendency to

relizious despondency ard fanaticism.

11. ‘The truth proclaimed in the test is
. caleulated to subdue human pride aad ambi-
“tion. * The earth is the Lord’s and the ful-
nesa thereof.” ‘To the tyrant who in the in-
solence of pride and the wantonness of power
" plants his foot on .he neck of a bleeding and
, helpless nation, and tells it, with the dagger

quivering at its throat that his will is tc bs

. tiwe law, let these words come, as in o voize

of thunder issuing from the eternal throne,

+The earth is the Lord's and the fulness

{ thereof.” Nebuchadnezzar was brought down

. 10 herd with the beasts of the field. What

shall be the punishment of those who have

a bloodier tale of crimes to answer for than

even the Babylanish King ?

A wise and thoughtful man will never envy
those who may have received a larger portion
than be, of the things of this life, However
{ poor and humble you mey Le, do you not
" §ad it a difficult task to be faithful in the lit-
tle vou have?

11I. The trnth “proclaimed in the text
makes the earth sacred and ALL knowledge
sacred, provided we pursue it with a propsr
motive. ‘The motive which ought to be strong-
est in our mind in atriving to read the book

i
t
)
i

He <oes so, just because it is one of lhose! of nature, is that we may know more of its
trutks which ullhough generall;«‘ 8dmill?d,jn ' author, that we may have a fuller and deeper
a superficial sense, is stldom recognised in 1is | insight into the waya of Geod and the princi-
full tignificance and awful importance. What pies of His government. The danger we
sre the lestons it is calculated to teach us? ' have to guard against in all our efiorts to
It must be remembered that we stand face to | zather kaowledge, is the tendency to forget
face with neture, under circumstances very ! the avthor while we study his works, to rest
different from those in which the heathen are ! satisfied with secondary causes and lose the

piaced. We occupy 8 much higher vantage !
ground than even the Psalmist did.
1. A pious soul will live under a constant

solemnising sense of an ever present, ever
active Deity, in a word 1o forgset that the
stearth is the Lord’s and the fulness thereof.”

sense of this truth. The knowledge of it} Science will not bring men nearer to God,

sught to be ever pretent to our minds pro-,
ducing within us thoughts and sentiments in
some degree worthy of ihe great Beirg whom
we ore thus permitted to contemplate with an
eve of intelligence. Many professing Chris-
tiana never imagine it is their duty to think
of God as the Creator and Proprietor of the
Universe. Their memory is perbaps well |
stored with scriptural doctrines and scriptur- |
=i texts, and their hearts are impressed with a
"lively sense of the mercy of God as manifest-
«d 10 them personaily through the dispensa-
ton of His grace. This is well, but not
enough. 1f their own soul is to them the
wniverse, the scle dominion within which the
Almighty exerts Hie power an

{

witbout religion. We must feel him withia
before we can sce him without. When the
soul is illumined with religion, thea aLy truir,
scientifie, historical &c., leads direct to-
wards the throne of the eternal, and the dis-
tinctions of which we so often hear about,
sacred and profane, vanish from the mind.
1V. This truth qught to produce in our
bearts a continual sense of gratitude to God.
*The earth is the Lord’s and the FULXNRSS
thereof.” Al thet supports life and renden
it egreeable 2nd happy comes originally from
the, earth, or from the hand of Ged. Thez
earth is & vast storehouse provided with all
things that can conduce to our comfort or

d displays His | prowote our happiness. There, piled up is



IN NOVA SCOTIA, NEW BRUNSWICK, AND ADJOINING PROVINCES. 21
immensurable strata, lies the fuel ready-made ; while famine prevailed in other lands, plenty
which redresses the rigour of climate and bids | smiled on us.

the genial warmth of summer glow within; 3.—For the blessing of continual peace.
our homes while wintry blasts without sweep | While wars ard rumours of wars caused other
thz wide wastes of ice and snow. Thence we , nations to tremble with fear, and shook king-
obtain directly or indhiectly the food we eat . doms to the very tentre, interrapting com-
and the clothing that covers us. But the , merce and religion, peace smiled oa us.
earth is net only replenished with all we re- While other laads were devastated and wat-
quire to sustain life and render it agreesble. , ered with human blood, ours received the
Over its whole surface and around us in eve- | exrly and latter yain, and yielded food Yor
ty direction the beneficent Creator has poured ; man and beast.”

a flood of beauty. The pleasant verdure of | 4.—Iorthe averting of “ Plague” from our
wood and meadow, and the gorgeous hues of , midst. Slavish fear by whatever cause pro-
innumerable flowers, the serene blue of the ; duced vnfits maen either for secular or reli-
firmament illumined by day with the golden { &lous duty. ‘The presence of the ** noisome
light of the sun, or garnished at night with | pestlence” would have disturbed not only
moon end stars, all these devices (if we may | the enjoyment of families and society, but
80 speak) of the Creatur indicate the minute , peaceful pursuits and solemn . assemblies.
and tender care with which he has previded ; But while other lands have been distracied
for the delight and enjoyment of man. How ; by the ruthless plague in varied and loath-
grateful we ought to be to God, when we | some forms, carrying its thousand victims to
contemplate the riches of his bounty ! Ought , premature graves. no pesulential cloud low-
it not 10 be our study to use every gift and | ered vpon us to fil our grave yards in a
every blessing in such a way as shall conduce ! day.

most to His glory? Oace again the sere| &.—Forour spiritaal blessing. The woxd,
leaves have fallen, and the fields are blank , sacraments and prayer, are siill continued.
and gray, and nature enwrapped in her anowy | “ All things are ready, and there is yet roomn,”
shroud, shall soon be locked in the long deep , and there is still baim in Gilead and a Physi-
sleep of winter, But out of her womb she , cian there, for the sick, and if we desire to be
hath borne the tich pledge of life to sll crea- | made whote Jesus is both able and willing,

tures, The spirit of God has breathed on the , The same
earth, and made it fertile, and His good pro-
mise has been fulfilled, that seed time and
harvest ehould never fail.. Bless the Lord
oh ! my soul, and. all that is within me bless

His holy name !

WEST BRANCH, RIVER JONN,

'The Rev. Mr. McMillan conducted the
services, and as is customary on such occas-
ions the elders of both congregations Free
and Establishod took a part.

The subject from whish Mr. McMillaa en-
deavoured to assist the devotional feelings of
tiie congregation was, Psalm 92.1, “Iv is a
gnod thing to give thanks unto the Lord.”

1st—1It is a profitable exerciseé for man’s
own soul 1o give thanks, to attack due im-
portance to gifts, and to connect them to the
Giver with links of gratitude.

2nd.—Tt is well pleasing into God, nnd
not only so, but to withhold our gratitude
from Him is not only ungratful, but it is rob-
bing Him of ‘his dues. Ingratitude is ¥ile,
robbery, atrociots.

Causes ‘of Thanksgiving .—1.—That our
Rulers have appointed and proclaized a day
of thanksgiving, on which as a nation we
might raise our hearts and voices in united
gratitude to God for his manifold mercies,

. 2.—For the Bounty of God in crowning
the year with his goodness, in causing “.grass
to, grow for;the cattle, and herb for the ser-
vice of man, in which His wisdom, pewer,.
and goodness are seen to have been exercis-
ed, for supplying of our dsily. wants, and

yesterday, to-day and forever,

ABSTRACT OF SERMON PRESCHED IN ST,
ANDREW’S CHURCH, PICTOU, ON THURS-
DAY, 28TH NOVEMBER. BEING
DAY OF THANKSGIVING.

Text, 1s. 31, 19:—* How great iz the
goodness which thou hast laid up for them
that fear thee, which thou hast wrought for
them that trust in thee beforé the sons of
men.” That God is good all nature cries
aloud. He is good in himself, . e. amiable
and excellent, the surtmum. bonttm and su-
preme partion of the soul; and he does us
good, giving us rain from hezven and.fruitfui
season, filling our h-arts with food snd
gladness. Ta Ceres and Jupiter did the
ancients ascribe, the glory due to tae
Father of mercies from whom we.derive every
good and perfect gift. How great 13 His
bounty? It is new every morning and. fresh
eyery moyneat. .

* Ten, thousand, thoussnd precious gifts

My daily thanks employ,
Nor is the Jeast a cheerful heart
That tastes thege gifis with joy.”

His goodness in _providencs, the Pszlmist
- mentions towards travellers, marinars, cap-
iises, invglids and farmers, in the 107 Pasim.

But it is possjble that the goodness in the
text is that of reg ton. That.cost mor:
.thea creation. One word mede the, world,
Jut the enly begatfen Son had to dig.lo ze-
de:m i2, This work /i more hnnq;dﬁe anl
gloriuas then that of .Prov.dence or creatios,
displaying the Disine perf ctions more, aod
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elevating #nd restoring lost wman, hence the
redeemed best praise God for His goodness,
having an adequate sense of it and thankful
for the chief mercy forget not the less, while
other men, thankful merely for what eye sees
and heart enjoys, are apt to be selfish.

But especially is Bis goodness in covenant
here set forth,  For it is laid up for them
that fear Him and wrought for them that
trust Him.” This includes personal and spec-
ial mercies to soul and body, to family and
aohstance, Rev. VIII. 28. Each believer’s
life is a record of this, and whoso is wise will
note it to excite to gratitude,

But on a day cf thanksgiving it becomes us
to take a comprehensive view, and first for
the health we enjoy as people, to be grateful,
next, for peace within our borders.

3rd. For the blessings of Education.
However in its details, the measure will bear
to be modified, yet is it a large and compre-
hensive boon to the masses.

4th. For the Harvest, which in some of
its provisions, far excels Jast year, see Ps. 83,
9,18. Gratitude should be discovered by
praise to the good giver, and by assistance to
the poor. As to the latter, we are directed on
such days to help them, * that their loins may
bless and rejoice the more with us,”—see di-
rectory at end of Cenfession of Faith,—thers-
fore have we always done 1t, and they have
a claim—1 Cor. XII. 21, 22—and are
Christ’s representatives. Here I commended
the benevolent societies in town and private
largessies and quoied Mary’s exzmple who
‘*did what ske could” and whose motivelsve to
the master is for aur imitation. * In as tuch
28 ye do it to one of the least of them, you de
& unto me.”

The appesl in, behelf of the pvor of the
Congregation resulted in a collection of 25
Doilars, although the Congregation was not
larpe, being confined very much to the town,
a circumstance to be regretted, as none sught
wore cheerfully to render tbarks than those
who live by the fields. How can the Lord
he expscted to bless farmers when they ac-
knowledge him not in days of thanksgiving.
Ol old,two days were kept in this County,ons
in Spring for fasting, and another in the Fall
for thanksgiving, and mow we find a poor
turn out for the one. But if any blessing be
-expected thers must be improvement. See
Zech XIV, 186, 17. A W.H.

R, W
Presbytery of Ploton.

St. Andraw’aChurch, Pictou, 4th Sept. 1S87-
‘Which time and place the Presbytery of Pictou
wa, and way constituted with prayer: Sed-
erunt, Rev. Jobu Gobdwill, Moderator, Rev.
‘Measrs. Philip, Pollok, A. W. Herdman,
Arderson, and McCunn, Ministers, Alex.
Srembrg, Jolin "A, McLean, John Mec.
Keuair, aiid Charles Oulton, Eiders. In the
wnaveidable sbesaoe of the olack, Mr. Pollok
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was appointed, and agreed to act pro fem.
l The minutes of the regular meeting of June
' 5th, and pro re nata meetings of June 181h,
! and 26th, and July 1st were read and sus-
tained with the following emendations, Ist.
i That in the minute of regular meeting it be
| mentioned that the Presbytery ordered ali
the Synodical collections be made by those
congregatious which had not already contri-
buted to them all.

2nd. That it be inserted in the mirutes
of meeting of 26th June, that the sum of
£170 was not as agreed upon as the minimum
stipend for supplemented congregations, but
only in the case of River John.

‘The Revd. Mr. Philip was unanimously
appointed moderator for the ensuing year.

Commissions in favour of Messra, Charles
Oulton, John McKenaie, Alex. Murray, John
A. McLeen, Alex. Strumberg, and Wlliam
Gordon, were received and sustained.

The Rev.§ Daniel MeGillivary, of Brock-
ville, Ontario, being present was introduced
and invited to sit and deliberate with the
eourt. With regard to the injunctions re-
peatedly issued to the Rev. Mr. Brodie, to
furnish 2 statement ot the financial affairs of
the Cape Breton Mission, it was resolved
that 2 committea consisting of Measrs. Pal-
lok, Pbilip and McCunn, be appointed to
eonault with Mr. Brodie, on that and other
subjects connected with the mision. There
was receitved and read a communication frem
the Rov. Mr. McKay, Gairioch and Salt-
springs, imtimating his intention of being
absent from his charge for two months, and.
requesting pulpit supplies for six Sabbaths.
Hisrequest was allowed and the following
appointtments made.

15th Sept. Mr. McCuono, to preach in
Gairloch, 29th Sept. Mr. Anderson, Gairloch,
6th October, Mr. Philip, at Saltsprings.

Mr. Reid, elder, Barney’s River being
present, and soliciting services for Barney's
River, and Lochaber congregations, the Rev.
Mr. Pollok was appointed to preach in Lock-
abor on the 6th of Ontober, and Measrs.
Herdman, and Goodwill to dispense the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at Bsrney’s
River, on the 18th of Octobsr. Mesars.
Fraser and Gunn, Cape Breton, applied by
letter for assistance during the communion
season there, but the Presbytery, owing te
the absence of so many members from
the fleld, and the accumulation of work there-
by eatailed upon thoss present, regret that
they cannot bold out any prospect of a depa-
tation being sent to Cape Breton this seascn
as usual, but hope and pray that the great
Master of the vineyard may strengthen the
brethren in Cape Breton, for ali the duties te
which :they may be called. The Presbytery
in consideration of the absence of Mr. Mec-
Millan by sickness, expressed their sympathy
with nim, and their hops that B.” V., he
wey suon in healtk be able 1o zosume his pas-
toral dutivs.
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Adjourned to meet in this place on the 4th
Dee., at 11 a. m.
Closed with the benediction.
A. PoLvrox, Clerk pro tem.

S7. ANDREW’s CHURCH,
New Grascow, 30th Oct. 1867. §

Which time and piace the Presbytery of
Pictou met, summened by the moderataor, in
terms of the following circular :—Revd. Sir,
—Please attend a pro re nata meeting of
Presbytery, to be held in St. Andrew’s
Church, New Glasgow, on Wednesday, 30th
October, at 11 a. m., to receive the Rev. Mzr.
McKay’s demission of hischarge, as minister
of Salt Springs and Gairloch, and to deliber-
ate on matters of importance connected with
Cape Breton Mission,

Your Qbedient Servant,
W. M. Paivre, Moderator.
And was constituted with prayer. Seder-
unt, Rev. W. M. Philip, Moderator, Revds.
Messrs. Pollok, Stewart, McCunn, Goodwill,
McKay, and McMillan, and Rev. J. W,
Fraser, Missionary.

The wmoderator in accordance with the
above circular stated his reasons for calling
this meeting of Presbytery, when it was
moved by Mr. Stewart, ssconded »y M.
Goodwill, and sgreed to, that the moderators
eonduct in calling the meeting be approved

of.

The Rev. Mr. McKay being preseat, hand-
ed in e written demission of his pastoral
eharge of Gairloch and Saltsprings, which
was read by the moderator, (and taken up
for action.)

Mr, McKay in additior to his written de-
mission gave reasons orally for wishing to be
relieved from his present charge.

The Rev. Mr. Grant, of St. Matthew?,
3alifex, having entered =2t this stage of the
proceedings, was welcomed and invited to sit
and deliberate with the court.

Mr. McKay's reasons having been heard
and considered, it was moved by Mr. Pol-
1ok, and seconded by Mr. Stewart, and agreed
to, That while the Presbytery regret ths
weparation from them, of Mr. McKay, and
thie loss of bis counsel, aid and fellowship as
a co-presbyter, they consider it best in these
eircumstances to accept his demission, and
release him from the onerous duties which he
has 50 long and zeelously discharged, 1o con-
mection with 12id congregations.

The Presbytery having expressed the hope
that Mr. McKay might be long spared in
health and strength, to do the Master's work,
in whatever part of the vineyard may become
his lot, instructed the clerk to furnish bim
with the ugaal presbyterial certificate.

The Rev. Mr, Fraser was appointed to
preach at Gairloeh, on the 2nd Sabbath of
November, and te declare the congregations
of 8alt Springs and Gairloch vacant,

The consideration of Cape Breton afinirs
in the abssucs of Mz, Brodie was postpaned
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until the regular meeting, to be held in Pic-
tou on the 4th December.
Closed with the henediction.
W. McMILLAN, Pres. Clerk,

—————

ADDRESS

To the Rev. D. M. Gordon, B. D., Mission-
ary of the Church of Scotland.

We, the undersigned, on hehalf of the
congregations of Folly Mountain and Acs-
dian Mines, Londonderry, in connection with
the Church of Scotland, tender you our heart-
felt sympathies for the faithful and Christain
manner in which you laboured amongst us
as Pastor,

We will aliways look back to the time that
has marked our separation as Pastor and
people with a feeling of regret, knowing thet
we have lost the labours of one that had con-
tinually before him the salvation of soals.

Qur acquaintance &s pastor and people has
been short, but not too short to know that
we have sustained a loss; but we should ress
satisfied, feeling that the great Creator and
Preserver of minkind has so ordered it.

And now, Revd. and dear sir, in bidding
yon farewell be pleased to are:2pt the accom-
panying tribute of our esteem. We freely
admit that the donation is, in itself, Rnworthy
of your acceptance, and quite Inadequate to
your wants: still, we are confident that your
generous mind will appreciate the motive
that prompted us.

Finally, in your removal to & wider sphere
of usefulness you will be followed by our
most earnest prayers that your valuable life
may be long preserved, and your anxious
and indefatigable labours in the service af
your Divine Maker abundantly rewarded
with spiritual blessing that maketh rich and
addeth no sorrow. .

Hvuvca CaMERON,
WirLiax McLeay,
Donarp A. McDoxarn,
Duscan McKexzie,
Jaxes Sivpsox,

Jomx McLeay,
Trouas TOTTEN,

To which Mr. Gordon replied as follows =
My Dzgar FRIEXDS :*-Accept my sincer-
est thanks for the kind address I have receiv-
ed from you. There are few things so gratis
fying to a Pastor in the discharge of his
duties as the sympathy and affection of those
to whom he ministeis ; and the addreas which
you have just presented to me is only a fur-
ther evidence of the genuine cordiality .and.
kindly feeling you have always shown to-
wards. me, and by which I have been so
greatly cheered during the year I have la-
bouredjamong you. Althongh soon to be ye-
moved to.another and more laborions, chargs,
1 shall always look back with emotivn to the
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-scasons I have spent with you, and shall re-
member with gratitude your earriest and af-
fectionate attention towards me,

1f any words of mine have been, by God's
grace the means of quickening the faith,
strengthening the hope or increasing the
love of those among whom, as missionary, 1
have laboured, humbly would I desire to
thank the Father of our spirits who rules the
hearts and thoughts of His children. *

For the token of regard that accompanies
your address I am truly thankful, and I value
it, not merely for its own sake, bnt, more
particularly, as ap expression of those feel-
ings that cannot be rewarded by a money-
standard and that are infiinitely more pre-
dious than were material henefits.

Again I thank you for your kind address
and the assurance of sympatliy it contains.
My heartfelt prayer 1s that God may abun-
dantly bless you, and that He may strength-
en us all 80 to live and work in the positions
He gives us i this world, that we may look
forward with firm faith to a home of peace
bevond 1it, 1ranieL Gorrox.
To Mr. Hugh Cameron and others, Folly
* Mountain, Londonderty. ’

gt
Tatter ffom Mr. Wm. MéLieod, Onslow.

9o the Lditor :

Duar Sir,—It is with sincere regret that
1 take up the pen to notice the destitute con-
dition of Truro, and the adjoining 'statians,
owing to the departure of the Rev, Mr. Gor-
doan, who has laboured faithfully s a mission-
ary among us for twelve months. We huve
reason to acknowledge our thankfulness to
Qodjfor his kind Providence to usiin all things,
but more especiaily ‘in conferring privileges
which have fof their end our ‘everlasting
happiness. Such privileges we have enjoyed
dor a considerable time, and of Mr. Gordon
we have to say, with a due appreciation of
Lis work, that all his appointments to us were
punctually fulfilled, while Lie laboured among
us. We sustain a great loss in being de-
‘prived of his sérvices, but we must acknow-
ledge that in striving to build up the Church
among ug, he had many difficulties to con-
tend with. The congregation is'a eak an
scattered:one, entailing lengthened journeys
in inciement weather, and aver bad roads, a
circumstauce which would ‘be trying to the
ovnstitution of any man, while there were
other circumstances of a different nature at-
¢ending the charge, which could.not be avoid-
el Nevertheless Mr. Gordon manifested a
“firm and ¢heerful spirit always and.in every
place; and may he continue to manifest the
same where his lot is now cast. We trust
and bel'eve that he will be found 2 useful
and acceptable Minister to the important
¢angregation over wkich he is now set, and
w2 pray that e may be blessed wore abun-
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dantly In an increase of all' his graces, and
be a blessing wherever the Lord may send
him.  We are at present deprived of Minis-
terial services, but wé hope‘that the success
of those who have been successively called
from us to snperior charges elsewhere may
encourage others to come and fill up their
place. We hope that Trure willin the mean-
time receive occisional supplies -as ‘circum-
stances admit. I am &&. :
Onslow, 1867. Wu.x.mng McLeob.

e () s

Outline of Address .

Delivered at the Annual Meeting of the Rick-
mond Brauch of the British and Foreign
Bible Society, 5th November, 1867, by the
Rev. James Kidd, A. BL., Richmond, N. B

Sussect :—* Our duty to the- British and
Foreign Bible Society.”

It is in accordarce with our usual-proce:
dure that as we derive benefit from individa:
als or things so do we esteem the former and
appreciate the latter. Now of all the advan-
tages which we can receive here the ‘best‘is
that instruction which teacheés us holiness in
this life and train3 us up for blesedriess here-
after,~—and this instruction has its foundation
and origin in the Huly ‘Scriptures, conse:
quently they have the first claim on our
esteem,—and those individuals who- prepare
and circulate these sacred Books are justly
entitled to all the countenance and support
we can give them. -Suchisthe most laudable
design of the British and Foreign' Bible: So-
ciety. It is to spread the kiowledge of* God
to- the utmost ends of the earth,—it is to
teach mankind salvation through Jesus'Christ,
the orily Saviour ef-the woild,—it ‘is to-in-
struct the nations how to ‘be lidppy here, and
haypier in another state of existence. Think
only what we would be without the scriptires
agsony  us,—the condition of - the henthen
would be our eondition,—darkness and doubt
would surround us on’every eide,—life wounld
be stripped of its sweelestcharms,~—we would
be living ‘Godless and graceless,—without
hope in the'world. If we then owe much of
our social comfort —much of our security,—
most: of our religious knowledge,—and if our
hepe for future glory is ‘assured us in the
traths recorded on the sacred page can we:de
less than strain ourselves to the utmost in en-
deavoring to spread these Scriptures over the
world,~and thus instruct ouf fellow-men in
the will:and ways of God? Ifwe are sensible
of having derived wiuch advantage from the
Seriptures, is it niot in dccordance with their
injunctions and spirit:that we should'-do.all
we dan to let othersalso pariske of this. ad-
‘vantage P Now, the great end and aim of
the British and Foreign Bible Society is-1o
influencé the world, by seattering the Serip
turés stnong all natidhsin their own particu

lar: langurgs” and tonghe, to live holy am
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“girtuous lives here,—and by believing in
Jesus, to fit all hen who do so to shire'at
last in the full henéfits purchased by His
death and resurrection. V'Fhis design is-the
hizhest and nobiest thaveverentered into the
mind of fallen man to conceive,—good will
to the children of men 15" the foundation on
which it rests, and glory to God in the salva-

tion-of evéry humansoul is the de~ived-aesult’

through their means. If we then appreciate
aright the holy moiive of these pious men
who so act in this matter we ought'to aid
them in their-good -work with the’ nfeans
which are at our disposal,—and as God bas
blesséd'us go should we give of our substance
for the spreading abroad of the knowledge of
His namie oter the earth, and His ‘saving
health among all nations. The Pritish and
Foreign -Bible ‘Society is not a speculating
compauny got yp-to benefit the temporal means
ofits members by receiving contributions from
private individuals :—no one sutely”éan form
such an opinien- of " its directors :—but the
prineiple upon which they go is this—that as
more liberal. contributions come in to them,
80 do they extend their-influence. By the
good ..blessing of God resting upoi ~the
scheme and their labors; their-work has:been
extending from the commencement of the so-
<ciety, so that at:the present day they have the
Seriptures: printed in~whole—er in.part—in
no fewer than 164 diflerent languages or dia-
lects. ‘The good work was appreciated from
the commencerent of the sociesy,—for during
the first fowr years the-society was in exis-
tence it cireulated mo -fewer than- 81,157

copies of the -Holy Scriptures,—while:,jast |

yeap(1866) its issueswere 2,296,130 copigs,—
and«this large number is -even less, we are
‘told by:lnst,rc port {page 3)than-the, issue of
‘the.preceeding year. The total issues up- to
this year amout to 50,283,709 copies. The
income from all sources-for last year amount-
ed.to £171,375 Stg.,—and all this money is
also being expended in preparing copies of
the Scriptures, and circulating them through-
out the world. “Thus we learn what the
British and Foreign Bible Society has done,—
what it is.deing,~—and, as it is farther sup-
ported, what it.intends.to do. Jt meuns not
to-rest satisfied unti] it -is emabled to put
a-copy of the Holy Seriptures-into the hands
of every human being on-the earth, in a.lan-
guage that he can.read-and understand. The
British:  Foreign Bible Society prints and
prepares its eopies. of the Holy Seriptures
without note or comment,—consequently its
directors mean not to,proselytise to the views
of any-one Chrlstian seet,—but by giving the
world pure translations from the original they
Jeave men to judge of the particuler tenets
of the different sects of Christians, and choose
for themselves,—knowing well, that this is
the best way they can take to lead the pre-
Judiced to the truth a8 it is in Jesus—and
.also afford to the unprejudiced ample scope
&0 .ihink .as «they may:- The -society “also
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prepares aud sells ita ‘copies mueh cleipdt
than any private tudividual who may piisc
and sell copids ¥f the ‘Sacred Seripures i
uble to do,—dnd this from the sab-division
-of labor,—{rowi its itahtense sules —and fron
the gratuitous cortrilitions given to it. Thus
*tis that we have u copy of the Olland New
‘Y'estaments offered to us by the Ageuts, 2t
the cost vf a few cents.  Nor letany one e’
fuse to purchase these—being influenced by
the ided thathe is receiving a charity,—fur
whatever is dffered to the publicat a certaiu
price, the purchasérbf that artiele is not to
be Jooked upon as ‘receiving any: particulzf
favor bestowed upon those who are not abie
to pay more forit. “Besides, thebenvvolence
 of the society is shown-otherwise, inas far ax,
to-the utmost of -its’ability, the different
agents are ‘émpoiweréd to give gratis—or sell
at a further reduced prive than the commos
one, copies of the Seriptures to those who aré
desirous of obtaining them, and yet eannot
procure them on any other condition. No
obstacle therefore will it allow to stand it the
way—3ifit can 2 tall remove it—hetween the
desiring mind and the words of trath. Ia
shiort, every thing that can be done tie
society is doing and will do te hring: Jesus
and His salvation home to the hearts amnd
souls of the men of the world in this -way.
Is it not oui'duty then to aid it and ¥ncour-
age it, by giving it abundantly of our tem-
pordl means—and also by offeringup our i~
cere prayers to God for its success,—aid
benefiting it in every otherdegitimate'way.

(N
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. PROSPEUTUS.
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JUVENILE PRESEYTERIAY,

“Wow and_Attractive Issue,
PRICESUCH REDUCED.

«The Conduttors of the Jurenile Presbyler-
ian have great pleasire in announting thét
they have made arrangements for the issut,
on the'l'st Jahuaryneéxt, of the Juvenile Prey-
byterian, in 2 much'more attractive form, ail
at a price greatly reduced. A good‘papér
for ihe youth of the Presbyterian Ghuréh of
Canada, in -connection -with-the. Church ef
Scotland, 1is ‘excecdingly to be desived on
mdny accounts, and this want the Juvenile
Présbyterian has in soufe measure supplied.
The cost 6§ the paper, however'was a great
obstacle to the girculation, and the Magazite
form adopted did not find favour with youth-
ful readers. These difhculties haveat iength
Been overcdmie, and edily in January will
"y fssued the first inmber of the new series
'of the Juvenile Presbylerian, at.a price sn
Tow 2s to place it within the yeach of all.
“The paper . will be “similar to the Sabbark
‘Béldol Messengér, and will'be fullof attrac-
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Bive and iuterenting illustrations. "The read-
tng matter will be carefully aelected, and
wh le it will contain nothing frivolous or un-
suitable for perusal on the Sabbath day, care
will be taken 10 interest the youngest read-
ers, Instruction will be combined with in-
nacent enjoyment, and the great aim and
end of all religious teaching will be kept
steadily in view,

In addition to the ordinary contents of a
well conducted Sabbath School paper, the
Jueenile resbyterian will continue to be the
organ of the Orphunage Scheme. It will
eontain regular information from various
Mission fields, esyecially India.  In it will ap-
pear ail letters and reports from the Orphan-
ages, and it will be the ready means of com-
munication between our Sabbath S¢hools and
their protogees in the east. In its missiorary
eharacter the Jusenile [ reshyterian will thus
be of great service to the Chureh, and almost
essential to the prosperity of our flourishing
Orphanage Scheme,

Under these circumstances the Juvenile
Preshyterianis vespectfully and strongly com-
mended to the favourable consideration of
the Ministers and Sabbath School Teachers
of our Church. It is only by at once secur-
ing a Jurge circulatian that the success of the
paper can be established, and its great cost
defrayed. Orders are therefore respectfully
solicited from all the Sabbath Schools of the
Church, and Parents are also invited to in
troduce the paper to their families. In the
osurse of a very few weeks the specimens of
the first number will be issued, immediately
after which the paper will be issued to sub-
seribers.

"The terms of the paper will be 25 copies
and over, 12} cents each; under 25 copies,
15 cents eath per annum, |

As no profit is expected from the paper,
losses of course cannot be met. All subscrip-
tions must therefore be sent strietly in ad-
vance, the year being calculated from the 1st
Januiry, and the paper will in every case
stopif asubscription éxpires without renew-

Subscriptions, &c., can be sent to James
‘Wardlow, Liverpool & London & Globe In-
surance Company's Office, Montreal.”

" We have heen requested to insert the
above Prospectus, and we do so with great
pleasure. The two defects which it is pro-
posed to remedy in the New Issue are, we
are persuaded, precisely those which have
hitherto prevented the circulation of the
Jneenile Presbyterian proving as large as is

to be desired. The form now to be adopted
and the price now fixed upon will certainly
secure a larger, let us hope a perfectly satis-
factory circulation throughout our Sabbath
Bchools in Ontario, Quebee, Nova Scotia,
New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, and
Newfoundland.

TR NON{HLY 2ECOKD OF THE CRURCH 6F KCSTLAND

In addition to the means uzed te bhring
this Now lssue under the notico of ail our
winisters by circular, the Nova Scotia
Synud's Sabbath School Committee will, if
the specimen number meets their approval
endeavour to encourage its circulation in all,
the schools under their care.—Ev: RecoRre.

—— ) e
News of the Church in Ontario and Quebee.
(From our Untario Correspondent.)

The following facts which have transpired
since I last wrote (by the way, I would rather
he considered an occasional than a “ stated”
Correspondent,} may be of interest to the
readers of the Record.

In the middle of July the Rev. Daniel
McGillivray was ordained by the Presbytery
of Perth to the office of the ministry and in-
ducted to the pastonal charge of the Church
at Brockville. If I mistake not, Mr. MeGil-
livray hails from Pictou—the County which
has sent forth so many good and stalwart
men for the service of the Church, and to
which the West, as well as the East, has been
largely indebted. I regret very much to
learn that he has been laid aside from duty
for o considerable time by ill health,

We have the prospect of welcoming
another Pictonian, in the person of the Rev.
Daniel M. Gordon, B. D., who has been
unanimously chosen by the Congregation of
St. Andrew’s Church, Ottawa, as suceessor to
Dr. Spence. From persoral knowledge of
Mr. Gordon’s many excellent qualities of*
heart and head, as well as from pleasant re-
collections of days spent together within the
venerable walls of (gvlasgow University and
among the hills and glaciers of Switzerland,
I am prepared to extend to him in advance
the right hand of fellowship and to bid him
God speed in the task of building up the
Church in the metropolis of Canada. Is it
unreasonable to hope that the settlement of-
Mr. Gordon as the Minister of Ottawa may
form one strong link in the chain which we
expect soon to see binding together the
Chureh in the differest Provinces ntore close:
ly than heretofore ?

In the Presbytery of Guelph two vacancies
have lately been filled. The Rev. Donald
Fraser was inducted at Priceville on the 15th
of August, and the Rev. James A. Murray,
lately of Bathurst, N. B., was settled at
Mount Forest in the beginning of October.
Priceville is the fifth new pastoral charge
which has been formed and supplied with a
minister since the organization of the Presby-
tery of Guelph in 1860. The four which
yreceded it were Mount Forest, Leith and

ohnson, Kincardine and Oiwen Sound.
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“Fhese_fucts shew that though we msy some-
-times, as a body, be disble to the charge of
apathy, there is vigorous life in some, at
Jeast, of our limbs. ~ Kincardine is at present
vacant—the late minister, Mr. Dawson, hav-
ing transferred his allegiance to the Canada
Presbvterian Church. It is a pity that from
amy cause we should lose even one man at a
time when it is.s0 difficult to find supply. for
our vacancies.

Another deserter from our ranks is Mr.
John Kerr MacMorine, who scems to have
been attracted by the high pretensions of the
Anglican Chureh, and who has gone so far in
.his new-born zeal as to,insist on being re-
haptized. The Presbytery of Renfrew de-
posed him—a step for which they have been
on the one hand severely condemned, and on
the other defended as having only consulted
their dignity as a Presbyterian Church Court.
‘To depose.a man from the office of the Holy
Ministry is an, extreme step, and it may be
yuestioned whether the end desired would
not have beea as well attained by simply de-
.claring Mr. MacMorine to be no longer a
minister of our Chureh. Perhaps a justifica-
tion of the infliction of the extreme penalty
of the law in this case is to be found in the
fact that the Church of England, to which
31r. MacMorine has lﬁone, offensively refuses
to recognise the validity of Presbyterian
ordination. The ceremony of deposition can-
not have had much meaning to the offender,
for, as he had come to consider the Presby-
tery Incompetent to grant him ordination, he
must also have regarded their pretence of
taking away what they had never granted as
1 fiction—pleasing to them, perhaps, but do-
ing no great harm to him, The exact effect
of the sentence was to declare him 2 layman,
which he already held himself to be. Afterall,
it may be questioned whether it was wise to
annex a penalty which usually conveys with
it a moral stigma to a course of action which
was simply the result of an honest change of
views. There are some individuals, to whom
the present aspect of Protestantism is any-
thing but satisfactory, who will be tempted
to say:—Is this the boasted unity which
Protestants claim as underlying all their dif-
ferences? That when a man finds it neces-

sary to change from one of these so-called |

* branches’ of the Church to another he must
be degraded from his rank as a minister of
the Gospel

We have experienced a loss of a different
nature in_the appointment of the Rev Robert
Jardine, B. D., Sc. 1)., a Graduate of Queen's,
College in Arts and Theology, to the Chair of
Mental and Moral Philosophy in the Univer-
sity of Tredericton. If, therefore, the East
has given us a Metropolitan, the West has
furnished a Professor in exchange. Mr. Jar-
dine was the only person who received, last
spring, the newly created degree of Doctor in
Sciences in the University of Edinburgh.

Bowmapville, Port Hope g1d Lindsay,
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within the bounds of the .Presbytery -of Te-

ronto, are still without ministers, to say
nothing of Cobourg, where we have a churdk,
but hardly the nucleus—perhaps I ought te
say hardly the remnant—of & Congregation.
In view of such facts, we cannot help asking
very seriously, where arc we to get men?
Queen’s College is very far from supplying
the wants of the Church from year 0 yeur,
and the number of candidates for the minix-
try seems to be .falling off rather than iu-
creasing. Nor are the gaps filled up by
men from Scotland. Most tnank{ully do we
acknowledge the valuable aid which we have
been in the habit of receiving from the
Colonial Committee. Gladly do we recog-
nize the worth and energy of not a few whe
have come to this new world, and have been
instrumental in laying the foundations broad
and deep of a Church which might be worthy
of the Jand to which it -owes its origire
Even with all this assistarce, however, our
Church has lost ground in many parts of the
country, simply for want of men. It must
also in candour be admitted that sometimes
the Colonial Committee has acted under the
impression that anything was “ good enough”
for the Colonies, and that the Chureh in these
Provinees has now and then been burdened
with men who might have succeeded at home,
but who were utterly incapable of adapting
themselves to the altered circumstances in
which they were placed. The truth is, we need
the very best and ablest men that are to be
had. ‘The toilers in this new country may
not be so highly educated as the church-
going population in some parts of Scotland;
but they are every whit as keen and as able
to grapple with the questions which are agi-
tating the minds of thoughtful men. Let us
have, in the pulpit, either good men or none.
This remark applies, of course, as strictly to
those who are trained in Canada &8s to those
who may come from Scotland.

‘What hinders men of the right stamp from
offering themselves as candidates for the
ministry ?  Is it the want of piety? or is i:
the prospect of inadequate support? or is it
the existence, in a yonng country like Canade,
of so many more attractive openings for
young men of talent znd industry? or is it
the tedious course of siudy which must be
gone through by way oi preparation for the
sacred office? Arethe petty bickerings of
rival sects tending to lower the estimation in
which the pulpit was once held? Do minis-
ters magnity their office? Is it not rather a
significant fact thatso few ministers’ sons are
on the roll of our Synod? Why do not ous,
wealthy meechants, farmers, lawyers, doctors
~—men on whose incomes the drain of a long
college course would be comparatively light
—more frequently educate sons, for the
Church? Is the “inadequate support” so
oudly complained of altogether due to the
indifference of the people, or is it iu some,
measure to be traced to an evil system—3

- -
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- system which practically compels -a manto
semain in a profession for which he finds
himsclf unfit, and whith makes no provision
for relief to either minister or congregation
when mutual dissatisfaction exists? If we
had men of the right cAlibre, would they not
ermmand a sufficient maintenance® Perhaps
nbt, for "the notion siill prevails in some
minds that a minister of the Gospel is entire-
.1y above.tke:need of crearure comforts, and
that lie does bis work better on a, starvation
allowanee Nevertheless it is true as a rule
that the higher the standard we set up for
ourselves as preachers and pastors, the more
likely ave our services to he appreciated. We
_may make up our minds that in these days
little attention will be "paid to the clerical
office on account of any special sanctity,
a;}mrt, from the personal merits of the bearer
ol i,
* I have been'led into a homily on a well-
worn theme,  }et me wind it up by referring
to two facts,nihith have 2 direct bearing on
the sulijeet under discussion. One is that
_an éffort is being-made to endow a new theo-
logical professarship “in *Queen’s College,
'I'he Colonial Con.mittee .has liberally guar-
anteed £106 sterling, per annum, on condi-
tion that double that amount “be provided in
this countiy. A salary of £3C0 sterling
would thus be secured. The Professors of
Queen’s College have divided the Tresby-
tefies among them, rrd they espect in the
course of three years to go over all the
srround, and raise the necessary sum~—-say
$14,000. There can Le only orie opinion as
to the necessity of having a thoroughly
-equipped thedlogical faculty at Kingston.
The other fact referred to is that theCom-
mercial Bark has failed. Lt e Temporalities
Board of our “Church held 1264 shares,
wkhich cost $142,000. “Queen’s College held
20 shares. " These “figures .tell their own
tale- The failore of the ‘Commercidl is o
‘very severe blow to the’Church and College.
It is hgped .that by amalgamation avith an-,
other bank ‘or'in some othér way the Com-
:mercial may be set onits feet again, though
+of course it will be sadly crippled.
D. I. M.
“Peterboro, Ontatio, Nov. 8, 1867

—_———
NOTESOF THE MONTH.

The expedition to Abyssinia to release the
*Englishmen held in durance «nd terror by a’
atrange and ahsard monster, glorying in the
name of King Theodore, has sel out from our
Fast Indian possessions. “The comparative
novelty of the region, the probable hardehips
of the journey, snd the chivalrovs object of
the expedition have lent ‘o the mission .a
-chivalrous and romantic character, It may
.do somelhing both for science and civilization.
The globe has been visited by convulsions
«2ad storms of:a.most devastating description.

THE CHUROH OF $COTLAXD

A storm at sea in the West Indies ‘swept
everything before-it. "No vessel that humsn
ekill could construct-could su-vive its fuy.
A whole Jaland is said to hace sunk in the
ocean, ‘Chis was at'first doubted and is yet
hardly believed. A tremendous storm, ac-
companied by-an earth.quake, has alao visited
the Indian Ocean. Thus are we compensated
for our colder *climate and more ungenisi
skies by comparative immunity from such
terrible onslamghts of the elements as take
place inwunnisr lands.  ‘Fhese terrific powers,
when long restrained, lash themselves into
fury and take their revenge. All admirers of
Christian heruism and true science have re-
joiced to hear of the probable safety of Dr.
Livingstone, whose journey across the-central
region-of a continent, peculiarly inaccessible
from the want of natural openings, has with-
drawn him from the eyes of the civilized
world. *Sir Roderick Murchison will reeeive
credit for sagacity in persisting so firmly
against the world;of knowing and unknowing
ones in bis opinion of Livingstone’s safety—
a credit to which that shrewd and stiff'scotch-
man isTustly entitled.

“French Popish persecution of Protestant
Missionaries in the South Sea lslands i
perfectly scandalous, Popery is revealing
iteelf more and more as the curse of mankind.
Wherever the Protestant manse shews its
modest little form, this old vindietive cat
raises her back, utters a Jow grunt, quivering
with passion,cruelty and revenge, and pounces
ber venomous paw upon the panting innocent.
In other circumstances when mouse-hunting
would be impolitic, impossible- or ‘dangerous,
puss ‘can put on a-matron-eap, Jurk .quite de-
mure and meek, hide her -sharp and blood-
stained claw under a soft and silken meff and
purr about in a sweetdow -voice. An excel-
lent narrative; of thete persecutions in the
islands of New Caledonia, aequired by the
French will be seen in the Lecord of the
Presbyterian, C.{L."Provinces for November.

‘Public opirion utterly condemns the inter-
ference df “Napoleon “in the affairs of Italy,
whereby the ‘Pope is kept +in his unsteady
throne by the men whom be'denounced, and
Garibaldi the Liberator, has been overpow-
ered and-impiisoned. 'Fhe Catholic powers
arc s*rong enough to ‘keep the Pope where
he is, but will international relations permit
this? The woist feature is that the masses
of Italy are ignorant, and Popery may regain
its ascendancy over an ignorant people. The
Protestants of England and America should
g0 to the rescue, and surround the old den of
st giant .Pope,” aa John Bunyan calis him,
with a hlaze of light. Napoleon has served
those who are never grateful and enraged the
.red sepublican party of Europe, who may yet
rise, overwheln his throne, and sweep down
this dynasty. A * cornference” will do litlle,
as the Pope must either “accept Italy, quit
‘Ttaly, or destroy Italy.” The French Emper-
.or's speech at the reopening of-the.Chambers
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has given what is called  assurance of peace,”
The truth is that such manifestns are worthless
a8 a guarantee of peace. An ambitious man
is none the less likely 10 speak peaceably to-
day that he means 1o draw the sword to-mor-
row. Iiverything he dues awl says is politi-
cal. He isiin public a political machine.
Shrewd heads decide whetlier he shall speak
in * King Cambyses reign,” or like a Peace
Congress-Quaker. In connection with tins,
it delights and almost amazes wato read a
speech of Dr. Win. Anderson of Glasgow, in
which he pitches into Napoleon for interfer-
ing with Italy in 2 most vigorous condensed
and racy style, He was an oldish man, wien
1 entered College, more than twenty years
ago.
ng. Disraeli’s speech at the banquet given
in his honor in Edinburgh, was one of the
most masterly things of the kind, delivered
in modern times. The general argument of
the speech—that an extension of the franchise
based upon rates has been the past policy of
the' Conservative party, will scarcely receive
eredit, but he' will B considered as having
#hown that the Conservatives were as sincere
reformers as the Whigs. The peroration was
tritly grand, combining the passion of ancient
oratory with the more fastidious taste of mo-
dern addresses, The peculiar excellence of
bis Euglish ‘les in the skill with which his
 epitliets are- gelécted: ‘The Romaa Catholic
elergy of Ireland pretend "to refuse any en-
dowment. Probably - they- would feel un-
eomfortable and their influence would beé ims-
pdired if they were deprived of a ¢ grievance.”
There is much outery- inBritain “against the
price of bread and besf. ‘I'rade is dull’ and
stiikes are far tod -previlent. Ironwdikers
réfuse nine and ten shillings & day.

The Outawa parliament -has been opened
with great pomp. Indications are prevalent
that the anti-confedecate party are moderat-
ng in tone, Gaiety in the capital is said
to be the order of the day -aad the
night. After the-groans from Nova Scutia
had been heard, the motion in support of the
address, passed without a division. The In-
tercolonial Railway route will probably ve by
the North Shore. “In Nova Scotia the: Gov-
ernment appointed a thanksgiviog day for the
harvest, aud ran the Government railroad—a.
great inconsistenes. How can these be re-
conciled ? and what likelihood is there that
the dey in such circumsiances will be kept?
And it was in very many cases not kept, It
is quite clear that an understanding must be
arnved at among the churches that such 2
day shall either be kept or not,

A very important meeting of delegates
from the most influential branches of the
Presbyterian Churches in the States has just
‘been held in Pniladelphia, in the interest of
union, This is a most important move-
ment. Presbyterians are at last learning
wisdom. The tendencies of our time hostile

a vital religion, rituglism, popery, rational.

239

ism and religinus indifference require 8 gom
centration of force on the part of those Who
represent scriptural doctrine znd church got
vernment.

Our Chureh in- Canada has sufered a ser-
ious loss in the failure of the commercial Bank
of Kingston, the Temporalites B wrd losing
120,000, and the Colleze $30,000. A spe-
ol meeting of the Synod has been called
and tho necessary arrangements for making
up the deficiency referred to the Temporal-
itie Board. Since Mr. ?1cKay luft, the gise
ter Church in Canada has gained and we
have lost by the departure of Mr. Gardon.
A writer of @ paragraph in the Preshyferiam
in referring to the appointiment of Mr. Gor-
don, to Oitawa evidently does not contem-
plate the appointment with unmixed pleasure.
'The notics in question is the production of
an uncandid mind. If any writer is dissatis-
fied with the matter, let him say so and not
praise and qualify—censure and commend
in the same breath. MF. Gordon was sought
after, and such paragraphs are dishonorable
and must be repudiated by the Canadian
Church. I:have known Mr. ‘Gordon since
he was-onerof the'most promising scholars in
the PictourAcadeniy ; #hich also gave Prire.
eipal Dawson to Canada, and his career ever:
since has'been vne of progiess and distinc:
tion. - The Ottawa people may consider them-
selves t0 have been not only lucky but wise
in the way in which they haveexercised their
censtitutional privileges. 'Fhe- matter, how-
over, is hardly worth/ssying-much, about. - .
', . ARt
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