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A Dollar Saved
is Earned. ., .

Instead of casting away I'aded, Dis-
colorad, Greasy or otherwise Good
Clothes, bring them to us and bave
thent.
Cleaned, Pressed, Dyed, Relined
and Bound, and made to look as
Good as New,

AFFRED BRISSON,

PRACTICAL TAILOR.
125 St. Paul St., - ST, CATHARINES.
Opp. Grand Central Iotel.

BEST OF ALL!

There is no remedy so highly spoken of
by the public for the cure of Coughs,
Colds or Sorenes: of the Throat
and Lungs, as

Walker’s Lung Balsam.

It is a guaranteed cure.
Price, 25c. a bottle, at

Walker’s Drug Store.
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A MONTHLY FOR STAMP COLLECTORS.

Vor. 1.

The Letter-posts of Other Days.

The name DPost-oflice origin-
ated in the posts that were placed
at intervals along the roads of
the Romar empire, where cotri-
ers were keptin readiness to bear
dispatches and intelligence: but
the posts of ancient times were
never used for the conveyance of
private cortespondence. The first
letter-post seems to have been
established in the Hanse Towns,
in the early part of the 13th cen-
tury. A line of letter-posts fol-
lowed, connecting Austria with
Tombardy, in the reign of Em-
peror Maxilian. )

In England, in early times,
both public and private letters
were sent by messengers, who,
in the reign of Henry 111, wore
the roval livery. They had to
provide themselves with horses,
until the reign of Edward I, when
posts were established, where
Jic eses could he had for hire. The
puts were meant for the convey-
auce of Government dispatches
alone, and it wasonly by degrees
that permission was extended to
private individuals to make use
of them. A foreign post, for the
convevance of letters between
London and the continent, seems
to have been established by for-
eign merchants in the 15th cen-
tury. .

In 1835, a man named Wither-
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ings wasauthorized to run a post,
night and day, between Iondon
and Edinburgh, “to go thither
and back again in six days.”
Tiight main postal lines through-
out England were at the same
time instituted, and the post was
allowed to carry inland letters.
The first rates of postage were
2d. for a single letter, for a dis-
tance less than 80 miles; 4d. up
to 140 miles; 6d. for any longer
distance in England; and 8d. to
any place in Scotland. An at-
tempt in 1649, by the Common
Council of London, to setup a
rival post-office for inland letters,
was suppressed by the House of
Commons.

In 1685 a penny-post was set
up, for the conveyance of letters
and parcels between different
parts of London and its suburbs.
It was a private speculation, or-
iginating with one Robert Mur-
ray, an upholsterer. When its
success became apparent, it was
complained of by the Duke of
York, on whom the post-office
revenues had been settled, as an
encroachment on his rights. A
decision of the Courtof King’s
Bench adjudged it to be a part of
the royal establishment, and it
was thereupon annexed to the
crown. In this way began the
London district post, which was
improved, and made a two-penny
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post in 1801, and continued as a
separate establishment from the
general post, down to 1854.

In 1837 a plan of Post-office re-
form was suggested by Sir Row-
land Hill. Its principal features
were the adoption of a uniform,
and low rate of postage, a charge
by weight, and a prepavinent.
Previously to the change, mem-
bers of Parliament had the right
of sending their letters free, but
this privelege of FRANKING was
entirely abolished. A penny was
adopted as the uniform rate for
every inland letter, not ahove
half an ounce. Facilities for
prepayment were afforded by the
introduction of postage stamps,
and double postage was charged
on letters not prepaid.

The postal svstem of France
dates from the time of Louis X1
but posts were at first used ex-
clusively for the roval service,
and only hecame available for
private correspondence, gradual-
ly. 'The French law vestsin the
Post-office the exclusive right to
carry letters, newspapers, peri-
odicais, pakets, and papers of all
kinds not exceeding a kilo-
gramme (2lbs.) in weight, sub-
ject to certain exceptions.

In 1848 a uniform rate was es-
tablished for inland letters,—20
centimes for letters not exceed-
"ing 1-4 oz. There are lower rates
(15 centimes and 10 centimes)
for local letters. Postage stamps
were introduced n 1848,

—————t-o.

Canadian Stamps Worth Collecting,

Although the majority of the
Canadian stamps are not worth
much yet there are some very
valuable ones. These are not to
be compared to the rare stamps

of the United States which are
worth thousands. The valuable
stamps of Canada only go up in-
to the hundreds. Yet such as
they are they may interest some
of our Canadian collectors.

. The first among these stamps
1s the 12 penny, black. It was
issued in 1852 on wove paper.
The portrait on it is that of the
Queen. In each corner is the
figure 12. Around the portrait
are the words ‘*Canada Postage,
Twelve'Pence.”” ‘T'his stamp in
an unused condition is worth five
hundred dollars, used, about four
hundred.

This same stamp or at least
the same in design, issued in
1851 on laid paper holds the
second place being catalogued at
three and two hnndred. This
stamp in both issues was not per-
forated.

The nextin the listis worth

hut fifty dollars unused and five
dollars used. This is the six
pence, purple issued on laid
paper in 1851. ‘The design is
similiar to the 12 pence except
that the portrait is of Prince
Consort instead of the Queen.
This stamp was not perforated.
_ The six pence lilac of the 1855
1ssiie on wove paper perforated
seems to be the next. It is worth
forty-five and thirty dollars. The
design is similiar to the preced-
ing the difference being in the
paper and color.

T'he next is the one cent, brown
red, perforated of the 1870 issue.
'[t was printed on laid paper.
The design was the portrait of
the Queen (the same as on the
Rresent issue). At the top was

Canada 1 Postage'’ at the bot-
tom ** 1, one cent 1.” The value
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of this stamp is thirty and four-
teen dollars.

T'he seven and a half penny
green of the 1837 issue on
wove paper holds the next place
in our list being worth twenty-
five and twelve dollars.  The de-
sign is the portrait of the Queen
(the same as on the twelve penny
black) surrounded Dby these
words, ‘‘Canada Packet Postage,
Six pence sterling.”’ it the two
right hand corners it had '*71-2d.
cy.” andin the two left ‘‘6d.
stg.” The cy. standing for cur-
rency and stg. for sterling.

These are the stamps of Can-
ada valued at twentv-five dollars
and over. The greater number
of rare Canadian stanips vary
from about one dollar up to
twenty-five.

o e

What Constitutes a Good Collection.

Every collector desiresto have
a valuable as well a beautiful col-
lection. To do this he must use
the utmost care in choosing and
mounting his stamps.

In selecting stamps the best
way is to select some special
countries and get only those
special stamps as far as possible.
The best way isto obtain the
present issues first until the set
is complete because these stamps
are the most easily obtained.
Always place stamps of the same
set in the order of their denomin-
ations.

In mounting stamps great care
should be taken not to soil the
stamps. Soiled stamps do not
add to the beauty or value of a
collection. Therefore they should
not be kept by shrewd collectors.
The best way to mount stamps 1s
to use hinges. These are small

picces of paper about three quart-
ers of an inch long by one quart-
er wide, gummed on one side
and bent. Some persons use the
method of putting stamps on
small pieces of paper. This
looks very neat but not so handy
as the hinges. “The abvantage
of using hinges is that the stamps
can casily be removed from the
album without injury.

If a collector follows these
simple rules he will have a beau-
tiful as well as valuable collec-
tion.

R

Canada’s New Issue.

In size and design the new
postage stamps will be uniform
i respect of all denominations
embraced therein. That size
will, as nearly as possible, be
that of the present three cent
stamp. The design of these
stamps was given in No. 2 of this
paper. ‘The principal changes
will be, in regard to color, in the
one and the five cent denotnin-
ations. This is to conform with
the regulations of the Universal
Postal Union. The colors of
these two stamps will be green
and deep blue (blew fonce), re-
spectively.

These stamps will be on sale
to the public in a few days.

-

A lot of old stamp plates were
destroyed recently in Washing-
ton, and MajorJ. H. Reeve, chief
of the stamp division, said: “‘It
would make the heart of a gen-
uine philatelist sick to see all
these plates goto waste. If a
stamp collector could take but
one impression from each one of
the plates it would make him in-
dependently rich.” : '
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Subscription:
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Subscriptions begin with current num-

ber. Back numb <sfive cents each.
Advertising Rates:

tinch, 1 insertion........... .... $ 50

% column, tinsertion. .......... .. 125

1 column, I insertion. ............ 2 25

I page, I insertion..... .. ....... 4 00

All advertisements must be paid in ad-
vance. If paymentis not made with copy
it will not be inserted.

All copy must reach us on or hefore the
5th of the month to secure insertion.

We reserve the right to refuse any ad-
vertisement which we consider detriment-
al to theinterests of this magazine without
giving any reasons whatever, .

Exchange wanted. Send two copies.

Address all communications relative to
the ahove to

BRADLEY & OSWALD,
St. Catharines, Ont.

Editorial,

We have now issued our paper
for three mouths. During this
time we have received great en-
couragement from our readers
as well as the public in general.
We have tried to better our mag-
azine and have succeeded as far
_as the paper is concerned and we
hope before long to be able to
place Dbefore the public a first
class magazine.

In our next issue we hope to
surpass any of our former ones.
This will be our Christmas
Number. The size of the paper
will likely be enlarged. It will
not be issued till about the 15th
December.

THE STAMP REPORTER.

Exchanges Received.

Up to the time of going to
press we have received the fol-
lowing publications: —

The Kidd, semi-monthly and

semi-philatelic, consists of four
pages and is a bright and up-to-
date paper both in make up and
general appearance.
. The Halifax Philatelic Magaz-
ine, a monthly magazine of eight
pages, jllustrated, and first class
n every respect. It is the offici-
al organ of the Halifax Philatelic
Club. -

The Little Wave, a semi-phil-
atelic and monthly paper of four
pages. It contains some very
interesting articles.

The Monthly Bulletin a month-
ly paper cf four pages. Itis the
official organ of the Postal Card
Society of America

The Herald Exchange, a
monthly paper of ten pages. It
contains latest news and also a
large variety of advertisements.

The Omaha Philatelist, a
monthly paper of eight pages and
cover. It is a good paper in
every respect.

Send in your copy for our
Christmas number.

Stamps to Collect.

Stamp Collectors generally
collect certain stamps more than
others. Some stamps are special-
ized because they are the popul-
ar stamps of the time. In order
to better acquaint our readers
with these stamps we give the
foliowing list:—

Norway, Sweden, Denmark
and Finland, thesestamps, while
low in price now, are rapidly
coming to the front, and are be-
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coming the ‘‘fashion,” the inev-
itable result of which will be a
big increase in price of 50 per
cent. of the varieties. ’I'heseare
sclid, substantial and handsome-
looking issues, and make a splen-
did showing, the colors being
varied and good and the designs
fine.

The stamps of Bulgaria are a
good investment at the ruling
discounts. Secure both used and
unused varieties. )

The stamps of Chili, S. A.,
are a good investment at present
discounts. Get used and unused.

The stamps of Hawaii are a
good investinent at present dis-
counts. Collectors of moderate
means must begin at 1364-71issue
however, as former issues cost
too much.

The stamps of Peru, S. A., a
good investmment at ruling dis-
counts.

The stamps of Guatemala, C.
A., are a good investment at
present discounts. .

The same may be said of the
stamps of India—indeed, I look
for these stamps to take a boom
some of these days. All other
British colonies have taken well
with the collecting public, and I
see no reason why India should
prove an exception. At present
her stamps are low-priced as
compared with other British
colonies.

The stamps of Russia are a
good investment.

Besides these every collector
ought to specialize Canada and
United States. ‘These stamps
are never out of date. They are
always the ‘‘fashion’ with col-
lectors. Some of the most rare

Canadian stamps can be obtain-
cd by going through old corres-
pondence hecause the first stamps
were introduced in 1851,

s

New Postal Cards.

A new postal card of Austria is
announced. ‘The inscriptions
are in German, Polish and Ruth-
enian. ‘T'he value of the card is
2 krenzers. Color, brown.

I'he Newfoundland post cards
are now printed on buff, some-
what the same as the issue of
1880. ‘I‘he color is given a yel-
low green on cream paper. Val-
ue 1 cent.

Peru has a new post card, a 2
centavo surcharged on 5 cents
in similar manner to the 1893
issue, ‘The stamps are describ-
ed as 2 centavos or 5 eents blue
on black on white.

Egyptian Soudan, the present
cards of Egypt have been sur-
charged Soudan. The rollowing
are the surcharges:—

3 milliemes, black on brown vi-
olet,

5 milliemes, black on carmine.

5x3 milliemes, black on carmine.

1 Piaster black on blue on pale
blue.

The Cape of Good Hope 1 1-2
peuny has been surcharged one
penny in block tppe in two lines
across.

B

A Bottle Post.

‘The inhabitants of the small
group of islands situated on the
south of Iceland, possess a very
curious method of communica-
tion, in their so-called ‘‘bottle
post.”” When the wind blows
from the south, and one of the
islanders wishes to communi-
cate with the mainland, he puts
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his letters into a well-corked
bottle, and to insure their deliv-
ery, he incloses at the same time
a plug of twist tobacco or a cigar.
The wind speedily impels the
bottle to the shore of the mother
island, where people are usually
on the look-out, who are willing
to deliver the contents of the
bottle in return for the inclesed
remuneration.

News in Brief.

Have vyou paid in your sub-
scription? If not do so at once.

Local dealers hold the 6 cent
jubilee at 65 cents and the 7 cent
at 40.

We are glad to see Mr. R.
Walker, one of theleading stamp
collectors here, around again
after his severe illness.

A new address book of Ontario
is being got ready by R. Widdi-
combe. He promises it to be
better than hisformer one. Itis
expected to appear Dec. 1st.

A new philatelic club was
formed in Halifax Sept. 2nd
known as the Halifax Philatelic
Club. The dues are $1.00 per
annum and a joining fee of 15
cents. The club starts with sev-
enmembers. The followmg offlc-
ers were elected: —

President—A. M. Muirhead.

Vice Pres.—J. Foster Rood.

Sec. Treas.—E. A. Whalen.

Counterfeit Detector—Henry

Hechler.

Official Organ—Halifax Phil-

atelic Magazine.

It is stated that an official high
up in the Post Office Department
—in the legal branch in fact—has
given it as his opinion, privately
and unofficially, of course, that

the suit{by the departmentagainst
the New York dealer from whom
the newspaper stamps were con-
fiscated will come to nanght. It is
to be hoped this will be the case.

A Washington dealer who has
recently returned from Europe
imparts the following interesting
information relative to N ewspap-
er and Periodical stamps of the
United States. He says: ''The
Servian Government recently
sent several complete sets of
these stamps to Berlin for sale.
The Postal Museum in Berlin
has sold, and is still doing so,
numerous sets of them (includ-
ing the current Bureau l-cent to
$I00 set), and uses the money
thus obtained to purchase other
stamps to increase the museum
collection. A brother-in-law of
the museum directoris said to be
philatelically connected, and dis-
poses of the sets. Is it any wond-
er, then, that American collect-
ors find it easy to legitimately
purchase Periodical sets when
every dealer in Europe has them
for sale?”’

The 18-cent and 24-cent stamps
of the recent Norch Borneo issue
have been withdrawn, on account
of an error in the printing,
though what the error was is not
stated.

A San Francisco collector had
some money invested in wheat,
and 1is said to have made $100,000
out of the recent rise in that ce-
real. He made more money in
this deal, and made it quicker
thap by dealing in stamps, but
he was not nearly so sure to
make, and ran the risk of losing
all; in investing in stamps there
is no such danger.
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A Chicago dealer has two deaf
mutes for customers. Doubtless
they get as much enjoyment out
of collectm<r as their more for-
tunate brothers, and certainly
they get more enjoyment out of
life than they otherwise would.

Dezlers tell of finds made in
the most unpromising fields. Re-
cently a Chicago dealer bought
a collection which =was in every
way mediocre, yet among the
torn, dirty and undesuable speci-
mens generally he found a beau-
tiful unused stamp of the first
issue of Norway, worth $18.
There was not another stamp in
the collection worth more than
25 cents.

Many stores of various kinds
in the large cities are embarking
in the stamp business as a side
line. They display sheets of
stamps and albums in the show
windows, and no doubt sell some
stamps.

The one-penny Jubilee stamp
of New South Wales is red in
color.

The twenty centavos stamp of
Columbia, S. A., is now printed
in brown on green, instead of
blue paper as formerly.

Chicago has several deaf and
dumb collectors. ‘The enjoy-
ment to be received from collect-
ing comes through the sense of
sight.

The 3-cent Canadian Jubilec
stamp, if exposed to the sun’s
ravs for two or three days, will
turn nearly white.

Canada’s first issue of stamps
was in 1851. The same company
prepared the plates and printed
the stamps that printed the 1847
issue for the United States.

The 1 sen stamp of Japan has
been changed from bright green
to yellowish olive green in color.

Mexico was the first Central
American country to issue
stamps, and it stands well up to-
ward the head as among the
greatest producers of stamps.

The early issues of the stamps
of many countries and colonies
were prepared by native design-
ers and manufacturers. As a re-
sult we have very crude stamps
—but, oh, how handsome they
look to the collector of to-day!
Take Hawaii, Romagna, Molda-
via. etc. I‘ﬂey are as ‘‘ugly as
a mud fence,” so to speak but
the prices at which they are held
nowadays makes them handsome.
Anything thatis unattainable is
handsome and desirable, because
such is human nature.

Eucador has made use of the
remainders of its Jubilee issue by
surcharging the stamps and issu-
ing them. The remainders and
plates were to have been destroy-
ed, but this does not look like
it.

The new five-cent stamp  of
Italy has been surch'lrgul ‘Col-
onia Eritrea,” for use in that
colony. This provisional is a
good one to buy, if vou can get
hold of any.

On account of errors in  print-
ing the eighteen centand twenty-
four cent denominations of the
new issue of North Borneo have
bheenlwithdrawn from circulation.
All collectors who have gotten
hold of these values will do well
to hold on to them.

Tasmania has a new 1 pound
stamp, though what it wants
with a stamp of such a denomin-
ation is a mystery.
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TO OUR READERS:

Do not farget that the time for the large
prize packet i3 Dec. ast,

Next month we expect to start in- our
paper a stamp collector's directory.  The
persons having their mames iuserted  will
receive sample copies of publications and
price lists from stamp  dealers.  Persons
wishing to purchase stamps for their cot-
Teetions will  beable to chose from  the
stamp collector's lists sent to hin,

To secure Your nane in our  directory
vou minst he o subscriber,  If you are not
a subseriber sual in your subseription
with your name.  Persons who are not
shuscribers or do not  wish to subscribe
can hitve tieir swmune inserted for the sum
of 115N CENUs.

Sandin your nanes and subseription at
oites. There will beonly ten nanes in-
serted in cach issug, so send in your name
to he lirst on the list.

Qur Christmas Number.

The nextissue of this paper will be
styled the Chirisunas Number, It will be
issued about the 1sth of December. The
number of pages will likely he increased,
The reading matter will be multiplied and
in every respect this munber will e ahicad
of any of the preceding issues,

This would hea good time for stamp
collectors to send in their advertisements
as the circulation  is going to e greater
than formerly.  The rates have also been
roduced FTorthis number to 30 cents per
inch, Dealers do notdelay, send in your
copy at onke to secure the hest places.

Our Offers.

For W lapgest number of new  sub-
scribers sentin tous hefore Dec. 18t 1897,
we will givea Targe prize packet of 1600
finely assorted stanps worlll about $2.00,

For a cluh of. twenty subseribers at
cwenty cents each we will give a packet
of seven varieties  of Jubilee  tincluding
the 15 cont aned S cent). Besides this the
petson e compete for the prize packet.

To cvery person sendingin a subserip-
tion, they reevive the following:—

The Stamp Reporter for 1 year,
The Address Book of Ontario,
And their nanmwe pliced inour
Stamp Collectors’ Dirvectory.,

For 2 clubof ten subreribersat 20 conts
cach we will give a packet of five var-
icties of Jubilee (including s cent).

COLLECTORS 1 —1 have a fine assort-
ment of Foreign Stamps which I wish to
disposcof  Vou will find sheets, packages,
ete., at Hewson's Book Store, 57 St. Paul
St, orat H. P, HEWSON'S, Duke and Wel-
lington Sts., St Cathavines, Lock Box 28,

Bon Ton . ..
Barber Shop!

SURE TO PLEASE.

No. 13
West End
St. Paul St

A call solicited.
A. LALONDE,

For First-class Grokeries, a8
Meats and Dairy Produce,

Also full ine of Stationery,

-+« Ty CLIFFORD'S,

Cor. Church and Niagara Sts.

GO TO . .

Bissonnette, Case & Co.,
ST. Pav, St., ST CATHARINES
FOR FINE CLOTHING.
SPECIAL OFFERS:
100 varieties Foreign Stamps, -
1000 mixed . . -
Hinges, 6¢ P 1,000; P 5,000 - 25¢,
Newfoundland Jubilee 3¢ to 15¢ - goc.
(all post free.)
G. WIDDICOMBE,
St. Catharines, Int.

10¢.
25c¢.

R.

Exchanges Wanted.

LLECTORS of U. §. and Foreign
Countries, send TPostage Stamps,
Post Cards, Entive Stamped Envelopes,
talso Squares), for same value in Cana-
dian, Forcign, or whatever desired.
W. A. NICHOLSON,
S1. CATHARINES, ONT., CAN,




When You Want Value

for Your Money
COME TO

We have Secured Some Special Bargains in Dress
Goods at 25¢, 29c¢., 37 c¢c., and 50c.

No use advertising what they are worth.

Goods

are worth only what they will bring, but we have
sold the same goods for considerably more money.

See them and judge for
every department.

yourselves., Bargains in

“ONE PRICE TO ALL.”

ssemust. D, VM, WALK

)

& CO.

THAT will please

SU |TS your fancy, FIT

your shape, and sustain your
reputation as a good dresser.

The White House,

St. Catharines.

JAS. REILLY & SON,

DEALERS IN

FINE BOOTS AND SHOES,

47 ST. PAUL STREET,
ST. CATHARINES, ONT.

w AN "l‘ E D ! TO BUY. all kinds of post-

A A age stamps, the highest
cash price paid for them or will give first class
exchange. A large assortment of Foreign al-
ways for sale.—~H. R. HEWSON, Duke and
Wellington Sts., St. Catharines, Lock 13ox 28.

! Quick and Skilful Work
| & Specialty. . . .

" A.T. SHADD,

Practical Watcbmaker,
>o JFeweler and . . .
Refracting Optician.

153 St. Paul Street,
Opp. Methodist Church,

ST. CATHARINES, ONT.




