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WE propose to publish a Monthly Magazine, under the above caption, to
he devoied principally to the advancement of Parish School Edueation in the
lower provinces of British North Awerica.

‘While other countries have their numerous periodicals devoted to the ad-
vancement of education, and all departments of provineial interest in these
provinces are fully represented, that of Education is without any speecial advo-
cate.

This deficiency we propose, in a measure, to obviate, by publishing a peri-
odical, in the columns of which we shall endeavour to call attention to this
important subject, and do all in our power to encourage parents, teachers, and
governments, in the education of the youthful mind.

PLATFORM.

1. Tree Scmoors, and their support to a limited extent by direet assess-
ment.

2. The BisL, the testmark of moral obligation, without which education
is useless.

3. No Porimics, further than what relates to education.

4. Axticles on general literature will be admitted when space permits.
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PARISH SCHOOL SYSTEM OF CANADA.

As we anticipate, during the present
Legislative Sessions of Nova Scotia and:
New Brunswick, the enactment of Iuws
for the Letter encouragement of edueca-
tion in these respective provinces; and
as the forthcoming enactments will pro-
bably embody some of the principles of
the Upper Canadiau system, we propose
briefly to review that system. in order
that those of our readers who are not
acquainted with its nature and work-
ings may be the better prepared for the
introduetion of a law, either in part or
in whole, which is working so well in
Canada West.

Upper Canada, like many other coun-
tries, has from time to time introduced
measures with a view to theimprovement
of its educational condition, all of which
have proved frnitless, until the law re-
cently- mntroduced into Western Canads,
which is a8 compound of various systems.
This system has for its foundation, Nor-
mal and Model Schools. 'These schools
were established at a cost of £25,000,—
the lar.d connected therewith comprises
seven and a-balf acres. Of the grounds,
two acresare devoted to a botanical gar-
den, three to experiments in agriculture,
and the remainder to the buildings and
gymnasium. Hence the whole course
of study is practically illustrated by lec-
tures. Each semi-nannual session of tie
Normal School lasts five months.—
Male stadents entering are required to
be eighteen years of age, and’ females
sixteen, and have to produce certificates
of good moral charactor; and also to
certify their wtention to devote them-
selves to the profession of teaching.—
Pupilsare admitted to the Normal Schaol
free of tuition charges, and have to re-
main over two sessions; und those who
obtain a fivst class certificate receive five
shillings per week ; they are required
to attend once a week on the religious
services of the denomination to which
they respectively belong. Both male
and female are-admitted into the Model
Schools at a very moderate charge.—
The numbers who anzually attend these
two kindred institutions generally exceed
five hundred. The Grammar Schools of
Upper Canada, nearly 70 in number,
are the connecting link between the dis-
trict schools and higher institutions of
-cducation. Each teacher is required to
be a graduate of some university, In

each grammar sehool, classics, mathe-
matics, and the physical scicnces are
required to be taught. These schoole
are of a high order, and are productivse
of much good—they are, iu fact, the
higher colleges of the people.

‘Lhe uext 1o order, and the most im-
portant, are the common schools—im-
portant because they form the direct ed-
ucational eentres of the people at large.
The system of Cannda West, which has
beén much extolled fur its efficient and
successful working, is principally at-
tributed to Dr Ryersom, and may be
said to embracea combination of all that
is excellent in the various educational
systems extant. The machinery is sim-
ilar to that of the New York system ;
the manner of supporting the schools is
derived from that of Massachusetts—
supported by a property tax—and is free
to all without distinction; the text~
books in use are those published by the
National Board of Education in Ireland;
and the Normal system is adapted from
that of Germany.. The country is di-
vided into school sections of suitable ex-
tent, and exch section is under the man-
agement of three trustees, who hold of-
fice for three years, one of whom is elect-
ed by the householders of each section.
Their duties are to ascertmn what
amount of fands are necessary for the
services of teachers, the furnishing of
schools, etc. ; and to report the state of
the schools to the superintendent. The
assessment principle 1s managed by the
trustees, by first calling a public meet~
ing of the inhabitants, The law pre-
scribes the duties of teachers, while it
grants them full protection. The teach-
er, before entering upon his duties, is
required to have a legal certificate of
qualification, and to be of good moral
character. ‘A public quarterly exami-
pation is also to be held in each school,
when parents as well as publio officers
may attend, and see the progress made.
Each vounty has a council, who appoint
superintendents ; the superintendents
thus appointed are required to visit each
school, at least twio. & year,aund deliver
a public lecture on education in each
school, once & year; divides the school
monies among the several achools with-
mn his jurisdiction ; givesschoolsto qua-
lified teachers on the order of trustees ;
aids in the examination of teachers ; de-.
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<cides disputes relating 1o schools, ete.,
and reports to the chief superintendent
according to forms prepared for that
purpese.,  For this amount of labour he
gets twenty shillings per annum for each
schoel under his jurisdiction. The
schools are visited quarterly by lecal
superintendents, all clergymen, judges,
members of Parliament, magistrates,
aldermen, and members of county coun-
cils. The law also wuthorises the hold-
ing of general meetings of school visitors
in their respective municipalities *¢ to
devise such means as they may deem
expedient for the efficient visitation of
the schools, and to promote the estab-
lishment of libraries, and the diffusion
of useful knowledge.”” ‘There is a coun-
cil of public instruction for Upper Can-
ada, who give instruction as to the ex-
amination and arrangement of teachers
in order to their classification into three
classes. There is .50 a board of public
instruction in each county, consisting
of local superintendents, and the trus-
tees of the county grammar echools.—
‘These county boards are composed prin-
cipally of clergymen of different denomi-
nations, associated with a goodly num-
Per of 1ntelligent laymen in each county,
¢ 50 that the county hasthe best gua-
rantee that its circumstances will admit,
for the moral character and intellectual
qualificationsof its teachers.’” Thelaw
holds the municipal council for each
county responsible for rajsing at least
an equal sum for services of teachers in
their several townships within its juris-
diction with that annually apportioned
out of the publicrevenues of the country.
The chief superintendent appropriates
the money, and the county councils ap-
point the local trustees of the school
fand, and alse the local superintendents
of schools, and provides for the services.
Provision is made for teachers receiving
their amounts in fuli at. stated times.—
The legislature has made Jarge appro-
priations for school libraries, and the
different councils have authority to rase
any sums they think proper for public
school libraries. [Every city and town
elects & board of trustees, who hold of-
fice for two years, one retiring monthly.
Incorporated towns elect six trusiees,
two retiring from office and two elected
each year. These boards, thus consti-
tuted, determine upon the numbers sud
kinds of schools, eraployment of teach-
ers, and the expenses necessary for the
schools within their jurisdiction. Pro-

vision is also made for libraries for each
city, town, and village, The council
of public instruction has the manage-
ment of the provincial normal schools
throughout Upper Canada.

The duties of the chief superintendent,
who is 8 member of the council of pub-
licinstruction, is,to apportion the school
fund to the several municipalities, regu-
late the libraries, prepare forms of re-
ports, give instructions as to teacher’s
Institutes, decide disputes, superintend
the normal school, recommend plans for
school-houses, prepare annual reports,
correspond with local school authorities,
and in faet, use everymeans in his pow-
er to advance education ond diffuse use-
fal knowledge throughout Canada West,
He is responsible for hisofficial acts, and
for all monies which may pass through
his department.

The government Lave apportioned
1,000,000 acres of valuable land for the
benefit of the schools of both Upper and
Lower Canada, besides an annual yrang
of £50,000, which is equally divided
between the two Canadas,—now one
province.

Such, then, is a brief outline of the
Upper Canadian system of advancing
education, through the efficiency of
which teaching has really become an
art,—education being dealt out to all
classes without distinction of =ex, age,
or condition in life,—it is as free as the
running, brook in the way, its animat-
ing effects are felt by all who have avail-
ed themselves, and nearly all have, of the
benefits of this scheme.

The adoption of the system is volun-
tary, aed icis left discretionary with
ench section of the county whether it
will adopt it in all its various depart-
ments or not; and every provision is
maade to secure a proper expenditore of
the monies, and not allow it te be wast-
ed on ignoramce dr vice. Hence, every
part of the superstructure is well guard-
¢d, and fitted together by simple, and
easily enforced enactments.

Tae Lower Canapian Parisa Scroor
systex differs very much from that of
Upper Canada, and, in eonsequence of
its transition state, we notice it briefly.
lts chief features are, separate schools,
~—Catholics, who form the great majo-
rity of the inhabitants, have their own
schools, amd Protestants theirs also;
consequently, it is not uncommon to see
two schools in a thinly populated neigh-~
bourhood, where, if there'was hut one,
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it would be butslimly attended and sup-
ported. A superintendent of education
presides over the whole systewm, aided by
school inspectors. ‘Tenchers are licensed
by boards of trustees, who are also ex-
aminers, and composed of both Protest-
ants and Catholics. Teachers lawfully
authorized,and when properly qualified,
are allowed to teach model schools.—~
High schools are established, where
tenchers may be instrueied in the high-
er branches of education. This part
of the system is found to be highly im-
portant. .

. 'The schools of the eastern townships,
principally Engllsh, are in a more heal-

thy state than those of the other sec-
tions of Canada East. Lower Canada
is principally inbabited by Freach. Tt
ig believed that the system of advancing
education in Upper Canada, from itssu-
perior workings, will ere long be intro-
duced all over the province of Canada.

Although the difference in population
botween Eastern and Western Canada,
is but small, still, Canada West sends
nearly double the number of children to
school, of that of the.eastern section;
which evidently proves that there is
something wroung, either in the machin-
ery at work or the people who work 18,
or both, .

GRAMMAR SCHOOLS.

Tre noxt step above the common'®

achools, stands the Grammar schools.—
In New Brunswick, according to the ex-
isting law, each of the fourteen eounties
into which the provinee is divided, is
entitled to £100 irom the public reve-
nues, when the inhabitants subscribe
£50, in support of a grammar school.—
In these schools, the higher branches of
education are required to be taught.—
In Nova Scotia, there may be a number
of grammar schools in each county, each
drawing a government allowance, vary-
ing in amount from £25 to £100. Many
of these grammar schools do not receive
more from the revenues of the province
than that awarded to a firat class parish
school teacher in New Brunswick, £37
10s. 1t cannot be expected that the
grammar schools of a country will be in
a very flourishing condition, while the
xemuneration isgo very small. Thesum
awarded, even by New Brunswick, is
too small to secure the services of a pro-
perly qualified teacher.

In place of establishing normal and
model schools in each province, at a
heavy cost, we feel confident that it
would be much better to convert the
grammar schools into schools for the in-
struction and training of teachers of
common schools. If there wassuch a
school for each county. or one for two
_counties, where the youth of each coun-
ty could be prepared for teachers with-
out leaving their own cowmunity, a dif-
ferent feeling would be established in
favour of education—the inhabitants of

each county, having the whole machi--

nery within themselves, would vie with
each other in the march of improvement,
and become more self-relying than if the
whole were concentrated in one estab-
lishment, over which the people would
consider they had no eontrol, and the
whole only a waste of public money.—
In the establishment o local grammar
schools, each embracing the normal and
model systems of preparing young men
for teachers, let & board of trustees be
appointed, composed of the clergymen
of the various religious denominations
in each county, with a goodly sprinkling
of intelligent laymen irom each parish,
then an interest would at once be mani-
fested which would give a powerful
stimulus to education throughout the
provinces. Hence, each parish school
would be provided with a properly qua-
lified teacher, whose moral charadter and
other qualifications would be knowa to
the board of trustees, and the public
would not be imposed upon by persons
professing to teach who know nothing
of the arf. Such s system might be or-
ganized on a zimple and cheap footing,
and at the same time be made sufficiently
exalted for young colonies like the ma-
ritime provinces of British North Ame-
riea, whose inhabitants do not exceed
600,000, and these seattesed over 35,-
000,000 acres of territory.

We think a lesson has bsen taught us
in the establishment of the Fredericton
and Windsor colleges, at a cost far above
the ability of the provinces to pay, and
Jong before these infant colonies wers
prepared for them ; and now to convers
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King’s College at Fredericton into a uni-
vergity institution of education at acost
of £3000 per annum, while New Brons-
wick 18 annually bestowing large sums
of money on sectarian academies, situate
in most every village of the province,
would be neither more ner less than la-
bour lost.

We may bo asked, why notintroduce
the normal and model systems, which
are found to work so well in Western
Canada? YWeanswer,thateircumstances
are againet us. Upper Canada is alarge,
fertile, and rapidly increasing country,
with 'a pupulaetion numbering over
1,000,000 inhabitants : while Nova Sco-
tin, a long settled <olony, contains 300,~
100, New Brunswick, 220,000, and
Prince Edward Island 72,000, amount-
. ing in the aggregate to little over half
the population of Cansda West. ‘Lhe
lands aond buildings, etc., comprismg
the normal and model school premises
of this section of Canada, cost £25,000,
besides heavy annual expenditures.—
We admit tkat the mere question of

pounds, is but a small consideration in
connection with a proper system of edu-
cation. But it is not to be taken insa
practical point of view simply ag we
may see it: but how will it be viewed
by the body politic—the people who
have to psy for its support, and whose
duty might be considered to be to unite
in rendering such an institut on & pro-
vincial boon. | .

We have long been of the opinion,
that central establishments of this na-
ture, however well founded, and how-
ever much admired at the time of their
establishment by their promoters, have
¢ tendency to loose their value among
the mass of the people; and others moroe
local, such as county organizations, taks
their place. Thereis a very general in-
clination among mankind, to look to
their own local wants, and at the same
time loose sight, to & very great extent,
of objects centered at a distance, and
apparently out of reach and above theiz
controul.

REVIEW OF THE REPORT OF THE EDU-
CATIGNAL COMMISSION OF NEW
BRUNSWICK.

“TaE Legislative session of 1854, autho-
rised the Government to appoinf.a Com-
mission ¢ to inquire into the present
state of King’s College, its management
and utility, with the view of improving
the same, and endering that mstitution
more generally useful, and of suggesting
the best mode of effecting that desirable
object; and should such commission
deem 2 suspension of the present charter
desirable, then to suggest the best mode
of applying its epdowment in the mean
time for the educatioual purposes of the
province.”

The commission, which was composed
of the honorables John H. Gray, John
S. baundexs, and James Brown, mem-
bersof the Legislature of New Bruns-
wick, and Dr Ryerson of Canada, and
James W, Dawson of Nova Scotiasmade
their report in 1855.

‘The commiesioners, in speaking of a
collegiate system of education, **best
adapted to the circumstances of New-
Branswick,” eay, “we were unani-
mously of opinion that it ought to he aé

once comprehensive, special, and prac-
tical; that it ought to embrace those
branches of learning which are usually
taught in colleges both in Great Bnitain
and the United States—and special
courges of instruction adapted to the
agricoitural, mechanical, manufaclur-
ing, and commercial pursuits of New
Brunswick.”” The ¢t specia] courses™
here rveferred to, are to consist of civil
engineering and land surveying—em-
bracing English language and literature,
mathematics, general physics, chemist-
ry, surveying, drawing and mapping,
mechanies, hydrostaties, mineralogy
and geology, and civil engeneering, in-
cluding the principles of architecture.—
*® % X *

¢« The second special course of study
is that of agriculture—embracing the
English language and literature, chem-
istry, elements of matural philosophy,
zoology and hotany, theory of agrical-
ture, ghyeical geography and history,
minerology and geology. survying and
mapping, history and diseases of farm
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animals, practice of agriculture and
bock-keeping,.

¢ The third special coursg of study
is that of commerce and navigation—
~—embracing the English language and
other modern languages, arthmetic and
book-keeping physical geogrnghy,chem-
istry, mathemutics, natural philosophy,
English literature and history, law of
nations and commercial law, and navi-
gation.”

Such is a tautological skelston of the
principal subjects, under the head of
special courses, recommended to be
taught in the proposed university, and
the schools to be connected therewith.
We hold that our county grammar
schools should teuch the principal parg
of these branches of study . at least such
of them as are found to be practically
useful in 2 young country like that of
New Brunswick.

On the subjeet of refigious instruction,
the commissioners very properly and
Justly say, ¢ there should be no differ-
ence of opinion in & Christian land and
among a Christian peopie. ¥o youth
can b2 properly educated who is not in-
structed in religion as well as in science
and literature,  The question i3, not
whether exch youth shall be religiously
jnstructed, but how for it is in the
power, and therefore the duty of the
government %o give such religious in-
struction? In a free country, the go-
vernment 1s 2 reflection of the senti-
ments of the people and the executor of
their will. As the government is not
constituted to represent and ineulcats
the sentiments of any one religious per-
suasion (in contra-distinction to those
of other religions persuasions), so if
would be false to its duty and character
to attempt to do so. But the govern-
ment, if not as representing the collec-
tive sentiments of all religious persua-
s10n8, yeb as being at least the guardians
of their equal rights, should require that
the evidences, the truths, and the mo-
rals of Christiamity should lie 2t the
foundation of all public collegiate in-
struction, and the spirit of Christianity
should pervadeits whole administration.
As to the teaching of what is peculiar
to each religious persuasion, this clearly
appertains to such religious persuasion
and not to the government. It is con-
fessedly the duty of each religious per-
suasion to provide for the religious in-
straction of its own youth ; and the re-

sponsibility of performing or neglectin
tgat duty zestsp\vith sucﬁ:religigus peé
suasion and not with the government.””

The commissioners, in further treat-
g on this important part of the sub-
Jject, endeavoured to show that the eol-
lege might be made ¢ non-denomina-
tionnl, yet”’ afford facilities ¢¢ for giving
denominational religious instruetion,”
without infringing upon ¢¢ the religious
rights or scruples of any class."

After recommending courses of in-
struction, both moral and ntellestual ;
and that the students, as is the practice
in more enlightened communities,should
board in private houses, the commission
goes op to enquire *¢ay to whether
King's College, as now constituted, is
adapted to give effect 1o the system of
instruetion which we have thus explain-
ed and recommended,’’ say *¢itis not
constituted togive such a system.”> The
scollege thus found defective, the repors
recommends its re-organization by being
placed under the control of a senate,
who ¢ should make all the regulations
relative to the courses of study, govern-
ment, and discipline of King's Cullege,
the collegiate school, the normai, gram-
mar, and parish schools, and school li-
braries, the selection of text and libra-
ry books,” and that ¢ the whole system
should be under a Chief Superintendent
of education, who, as well asthe senate,
should be subject to all lawful orders
and instractions which may be issued
from time to time by the government in
council.”” Thus say they, ¢ there will
be connexion and unity in the whole
system, from the parish school up to the
university.  The parish schools lie at
the foundation, and are intended to fur-
nish & proper elemenstary education for
the whole ¢ommunity—based and con-
ducted upon Christian principles—not
violating the principles of eivil and re-
ligious liberty by compelling any child
in matters of religious exercises and in-
struction against the wishes of his pa-
rents or guardians—but securing to eve-
ry Protestant child in the land theright
of perusing ¢ the Bible’—that Word of
God,which is the infailible text-book of
his faith, the choicest patrimony of his
forefathers, the noblest charter of his.
rights asa man and & Christian. The
grammar school should be conducted on
the same principles as the parish school
and the colleges, and should teach those
subjeets, the knowledge of which is ne-
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ecssary for matriculation in the univer-
sity, the colleges of which will complete
the work of education in all its great
departments and most important appli-
cations. The same principles and sprrit
would pervade the entire svste.a: the
basis of education in the arish echools
would be the same for the whole com-
munity—at least so far ag public or go-
vernment proivsons ari regulations are
eoncerned—not inter.ering with private
schools or taking them into account;
but as soon as the pupils were to advance
to the limits of instruction prescribed
for all, then those whose parcats could
no longer dispense with their services,
would enter life with 2 sound clementary
education ; those whoze parents might
be able and disposed to assist them ia
acquiring a higher education, would
proceed to the grammar schools and col-
legiate institutions, in order to pursue
some one of the courses of study that
will best qualify them to advance their
own interesis and those of their cvuntry,
in the capacity of faurmers, merchants,
manufacturers, engincers, architects,
mechanics, navigntors, or professional
men."’

The report, after giving a synopsis of
these enlightened principles of parish
schobl education, as set forth in the last
extract, suys, in an equally truthful
manner, respecting the working of tha
assessment principle, ¢ that cach child
in the land has a right to such an edu-
cation 28 will fit hun for his dusics as a
Christian citizen, and that every man is
bound to confribute according to the
property he possesses or enjoys in the
land to secure to each child the posset-
sion and enjoyment of that right. It is
the practical application of this princi-
ple that has given to the people of 3as-
sachusetts their pre-eminence in mind,
weulth, and prosperity ; it is the appli-
cation of the same prineiple in Canada
West, (not Ly the requirements of state
law, but by local voluniary assessment of
property by the people themselves in
each county and parsh,) that is giving
such amazing impetus %o &ll that is en-
ergetic, eaterprising and ennobling in
that province. The application of the
same princ.ple by the people in each
parish and county of New Brumswick
would uplift the whole mind of the
country in the course of a few years,
develope and arouse into action its intel-
ectual and physical energies, and add

tenfold more to the value of property
(as 1t is doing in Cenada West) than
the cost of the process by which such re-
sults are achieved, and which are them-
selvesbut the germsard fore-shadewings
of results still more splendid and impor-
tant. It is individual self-reliance and
exertion that leads to individual success
and greatness ; and what is true of an
individual, is true of a neighbearhood,
a county, or & province. The inhabi-
tants of New Brunswick have this noble
destiny in their own hands; and the
responsibility and shame will rest upon
themsolves it they do not achieve it.—
Their magnificent country invites—de-
mends it at their hands; the example
and progress of neighbouring provinces
and states urge them to it, if they would
keep company arnd meintain rank with
those provinces and states.”

As the establishment of a normal and
model school is a matter of great impor-
tance, and should be well understood by
every one interested in the advancement
of education, and willin all probability
form 2 prominent part in the next school
bill for New Brunswick, we may be ex-
cused for the length of the followiny ex-
tract from this very able report; and
while the reader will see the object of
such schools, he will also perceive that
the educational machinery connected
therewith is bcth complicated and ex-
pensive :—

¢¢ There must be & clear and aceurate
conception of the office and mutual rela-
tions of the Normal and Model Schools
—for the tsro Schools form but one ia-
stitation ; the students heing pupils in
the former, and observers and teachers
in the latter. The Nermal School con-
sists of teachers or candidates for teach-
ing; the Model School of pupils from
five to sixteen or eightesn years of age,
and should embrace about two hundred
irlll nun}xfl‘)er. The Model School is parti-
ally self-supporting, as the pupils pa;
feeg. The Igodel %cbool is gnger pth%
general oversight of the Head Master of
the Normal School, but is under the im-
mediate charge of one or more teachers
having a Normal School training, and
18 designed, in its fittings, apparatus,
organization, teaching, and descipline,
to be a pattern or model, according to
which each student in the Normal
School is expeoted to conduct his pwn
School when he goes out as 2 teacher.
In the Model School alse, emch studen
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of the Normal School sponds about halt
a day each week observing and teaching
unddr the direction of the Master of the
School. For example, if there were
sixty students or teachers in training in
the Normal School, they would be divi-'
ded into ten classes, each class acting as
assistant teachers in the Model School
ore half a day out of five daysin each
weck. The rest of the time they would
be employed in attending lectures and
exercises with the (at least) two Mas-
ters of the Normal School, in the sub-
Jjects which are or ought to be taught in
the Parish Schools. The Model School
is, therefore, an essentinl appendage of
the Normal School—it is the School and
standard of practice for students in the
Normal Schosl. To have a Normal
School withouta Model School connected
with it, may make theoretical but not
practical teachers ; while a Model School
alone will not make teachers acquainted
with the theory and science of the sub-
Jjects and practice of their profession.
‘T'he true objects and relations of the
Normal and Model Schools being defined
and kept in view, the nextessential con-
dition of success is, the solection und
employment of Masters thoroughly ac-
quainted and imbued v ith the spirit of
their work—men of sympathetic and
benevolent hearts, as rell as clear and
well disciplined heads. An intelligent
teacher., under the tr. ining of such men
for a fow months, will acquire twice his
former power of managing 2 school and
instructing children. A teacher frain-
ed during ons or two sessions of five
montbs each, in the Normal and Model
Schools of Canada West. will teach all
the subjects, escept reading, taughtin
Common or Parish Schools, without a
hook, from his own clear conceptions and
familiar knowledge of the subjects, and
will do more to develope the faculties of
children and impart knowledge to them
in six months than is done in a year in
the ordinary imperfect modes of con-
ducting schools.  Of this some of the
Commissioners have satisfied themselves
by what they have witnessed in Canada.
Thus is one half the time of children
gained by this system, of echool teach-
ing and school management, and their
mental powers and habits are propor-
tionably improved. It would he folly
to expect, as a general rule, a person to
be a skilful lawyer, physician, or mecha-
pic, unless troaned for his profession or

trade. Expericnco has proved it to be
equally necessary and equally advantage-
ous to all parties concerned, that the
tencher should be trained for Zis prefes-
sion. Whatever, therefore, may be the
expense of a Normal and Model School
for the country, it is o less cconomical
than beneficial to tho community at
large. 1t will repay ten-fold, if not an
hundred fold, what it will cost.  When
it was proposed to establish tho Normal
and Model School for Canada West, in
1847. the Legislature granted the sum
of £1500 to fit up and furnish buildings,
ard procure the requisite chemical and
philosophical apparatus for the illustra-
tion of leotures, and £1500 per annum
to support the institution, including
salaries, fuel, books, stationery, &e. So
satisfactory wuas the experimeénst, that
spacious premises have since been pur-
chased, and noble buildmmgs erected by
dppropriations made by the unanimous
votes of both branches of the Legsla-
ture. The Commissioners have reason
w believe, that the Institution of a Nor-
mal and Model School, not inferior in
character and efficiency for New Bruns-
wick to that at Toronto, can be estab-
lished by a Legislative grant of one thou-
sand pounds for procuring, fitling up
premises, purchasing apparatus, &o.,
and a grant of one thousand pounds per
annum for the support of the Institu-
tion, which to ensure its efficient work-
ing, should he located if possible ina
populous town—where pupils to the
number of two or three hundred may
generally be obtained, and where the
mode of Instruction and the progress of
improvement, may be under the constant
supervision of a watchful and deeply in-
terested public. The advantagesofsuch
an institution to the whole Province,
cannot be estimated in pounds, shillings,
and pence. It is a College for the In-
structors of the masses of the people,
whose School education is wholly de-
pendent on tho Parish Schools; while
King’s College and kindred institutions
are for the education of those who can
afford the means and time to obtain a
higher scholarship. Both claszes of In-
stitution are indeed essential to the inter-
ests of the Province ; for theresourees of
a country cannot be developed, nor its
manufactures and public works estab-
lished and mainiained, nor its institu-
tions perfected and administered, nor its
physical maladies and sufferingsalleviat-
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ed, nor its civilization advanced, witk-
out the yresence and labours,and succes-
sion of ecientific and learned men. It
is therefore suicidal and barbarous in a
eountry to exclaim against, or not sus-
tain the bigher mstitutiona of learning.
But it 18 not less unnatural and barbar-
ous to depreciate and refuse to sustain
or establish institutions for the educa-
tion of the most numerous, as well as
most needy classes of peoplo. The Par-
1sh Schiools are in faot the Colleges of
nine tenths of the people ; and to despise
those Schools, to neglect them, to make
or keep the Parish School House the
poorest and most comfortless place in
the Parish, is clearly most impolitic and
unwise. ‘This ought not so to be. The
Parish Collegesshould be elevated, while
the University Colleges should be main-
tained. The ichabitants of Canada
West have résolved that buildings for
clementary education should not be less
convenient and complete in their kind,
than buildings for classical and scienti-
fic education. They have required that
their Normal College for the education
of the working classes of the people
should not be less elegant, or less libe-
rally supported, than “their University
College for the education of the wealthy
classes of thepeople. The effect is, not
thatlearning and wealth ars less respect-
ed, but that the great body of the peo-
ple are more elevated, and more capa-
ble of respecting and appreciating what
18 refined and noble in intellect, as well
as what is exalted 1n station, and more
able to add to the weslth and resources,
and improve the institutions of their
country. Knowledge is power of de-
velopment, power of acquisition, power
of improvement, as well as power of
control or goverment. The working
classes of the people in New Brunswick
have long assented to, and contributed
their share towards the endowment and
graats to King’s College, heretofore al-
most wholly devoted to the teaching of
classical and mathematical learning;
the Legislatureand wealthierinhabitants
of New Brunswickshould now beequally
liberal in providing for the establchment
and support of & Provincial Normal Col-
lege, designed expressly for the improve-
menf of the Schools and the beiter
education of the great body of the inha-
bitants. Nor should the liberality of

the Jegislature be more stinted in mak-
ing provision for that cssential accom-
paniment of good schools—Public Liard-
ries—by means of whish all classes of
yo.th and of the inbabitants may hold
delightful and profitable intercourse, es-
pecially during the long winter even-
ings, with the learned, the wise, and
the good of all ages and nations, and
accumulute stores of knowledge on all
subjects of art and manufacture, science
and literature, biography and history,
that will form a treasure for future years,
a thousand fold more precious than the
money expended in their purchase.

¢ Wo havedwelt the longer and more
earnestly on the subject of the Normal
and Model School. because of its vital
importance. The testimony of educa-
tionists and the ex({)erience of the neigh-
bouring States and adjoining Provinces,
as also of European countries, are una-
nimous in declaring, that whatever ap-
propriations may be made, whatever
laws may be passed, and whatever may
be written or done, ih behalf of elemen-
tary Schools, no real and general im-
provement can be effected in them with-
out the establishment and operations of
a Normal and Model School.”

In concluding the general repurt, the
commissioners very justly say, ¢ that
the question of education ghould not be
made a party question Reli-
gion, learning, patriotism, humanity,
all forbid that a subject so vital to the
well-being of the whole province, so
deeply involving the interests of all clas-
ses of the community, should be made
the foot-ball of personal or party dif-
ferences, or be in the slightest degree
prejudiced by party rivalsiip.””

The genoral report of the commiesion-
ers concludes with the draf. of *‘an act
for establishing a comprehensive system
of university education in New Bruns-
wick ;" the machinery connected with
the carrying out of this act is too com-
plicated and expensive.

It requires, aceording to the schedule
appended, four professors,at £300 each;
four teuchers, at £100 each; expenses
of collegiate school, £350; incidental
expenses, £100 ; senate and examina-
tions, £200 ; scholarships, £250 ; dean,
£50 ; superintendent and rector, £509 ;
clerk, £150 ;—amounting in the whole
to £3,200. ’
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SCHOOL LANDS.

Durive the formation of the early set-
tlements in the lower colonies, large
grants of land were made by the legis:
latures for the benefit of education.—
The old colonies. now the United States
of America, made liberalappropriations,
by way of grants of land, in aid of ed-
ucation. In all the old settlements,
formed during the pericd when Nova
Scotia, New Branswick, and Prince Ed-
ward Island were included in Ancient
Acadia, extensive grants of land were
made in supportof churchesand schools.
It is somewhat strange that such Tespect
was paid to the advancement of educa-
tion at this early period of the country’s
history—a period when one wo *1d think
that legislation would, for the vant of
knowledge as to the best mode of advanc-
ing colenial interests, be very badly di-
rected.

The fow, and the detached state of the
early settlements—the small number of
inhabitants, and the dangers and dlffi-
culties that at every step surrounded
them, by wild beasts, and hordes of no
less ferocious Indians, are matters im-
periectly loft in history's keeping : but
they are matters which every colonist
should look back to, and contemplate
upon, as of no small interest to us who
are this day reaping the benefit of the
acis of our first colonial parents. The
means derived from these grants bave
In many instances done much good in
the erection of school houses and pur-
chase of books, while in other parts, for
the wunt of proper management, the
wonies thus derived were expended con-
trary to the intention of the projectors
of this wise and patrioticact of our first
colonial legistatures. It would appear,
after passing by the course pursued by
the early inhahitants of the lower colo-
nies, that this principle of legislating for
the benefit of educs-tion has been thrown
into the shade, and no properly digested

lan for the diffusion of useful know-
edge adopted. Hence, the educational
systems of these colonies are still in a
transition state-—system after system
has been adopted—the last generally
worse than the first.

We believo that grants of land should
have continued to have been made
throughout the provinces 2% new town-
thips and scttlements were formed, for
the ben fit of parish school education.

Canada,in aid of her school system, has
continued to make large grants of vaiu-
able lands, amounting in the agregato
to one million of acres, from which great
annual benefits aro derived, and expend-
ed in the erection of a better class of
school houses, in the purchase of more
extensive and valuable school libraries,
and in a diffusion of uscful knowledge
among her rapidly increasing, and en-
terprising population.

In turning again to our own liitle
colontes, let us apply the truthful adage
—=¢ hetter late than never,’” and retrace
our steps as far as possible, and imitate
the course pursued by the early scttlers
of these colonies, as well as that by Ca-
nada and the United States, and make
liberal approprintions, of atleast one
thousand acres of good land, in the most
central places in each county, from
which annual sums of money might be
derived, and cxpended in the promution
of education and the diffusion of useful
knowledge among the inhabitants of the
respective counties.

There are large tracts of valoable
land, situated in different parts of these
provinces, some of which are reserved
for publicuses; other tracts for Indiuns;
and there are other alotments held as
church and glebe lands, besides a valu-
able and extensive tract attached to
King’s College, at Fredericton.

The lands reserved for public uses,
are entirely useless to the public; those
allotted to the Indians, generally remain
in an uucaltivated state, and are doing
them but little good, might be disposud
of by way of lease, and the proceeds di-
rected to the education of these wander-
jng peopic; and the church and glebe
lands, which are claimed at present by
one body of Christians, to the exclusion
of ali the rest, should be leased also, anil
the proceeds directed to the benefit of
the cormamon schools. In fact, we can-
not see any valid reason why the pro-
cecds of all these Jands should not he
mado available to the bencfit of parish
schonl education.

It is to ke hoped that the anticipated
enactments by vhe legislatures of these
colonics, will embody provisions for ren-~
dering these, and other lunds, available
for educational purposes. It is bigh
time to make honourable and patmotic
amends for the time past, and prepare
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more liberally for the future advance-
ment of schools, before all the lands in
the severul counties prss into private
hands.

The setting epart of lands in each
county for educational purpoges, would
be a first step towards the establishment
of county municipalities; the people
would have something to call their at-

tention to, and act upon in behalf of ed-
ucation, which, when added to other
useful and encouraging enactments,
would tend to arouse the latent resources
of the public mind to & gencral partiei-
pation in the blessings to be derived
from & more universal diffusion of use-
ful knowledge.

SCHOOLS OF WESTMORLAND COUNTY,
NEW BRUNSWICK.

‘We have been politely furnished by

Jobn S. Sawyer, Esqr., inspector of

schools for this county, with a tabular
report of the parish schools of Westmor-
land. for the year 1857, from which we
condense a brief account :—
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Tho report of the inspector further
shows, that there are 7 first class, 11
second class, and 50 third class male
teachers ; and S first, 5 second, and 41
third clasa female teachers.

The numbeis learniog other branches,

are —
Suelling, 3,627 ; reading, 3,326 ;

writing, 2618 ; _arithmetic, 1,862 ;
English grammar, 982 ; geography, 673
history, 324; book keeping, 160; common
needlework, 650 : geometry, 54 ; mens-
uration, 26; land surveying, 17 ; navi-
gation, 12; algebra,17. 1t will be ob-
gserved that while there were seven first-
class male teachers, and eleven first-class
female teachers, there were only an
average of twenuy five students in the
five higher branches of education.—
enough to make up onme fuir school;
while the average learning to spell, read,
write, ete., is nearly 2000.

These figares give rise to a question as
to the utility of requiring more than
the ordinary branches taught in the
common schools, and whether it would
not be better to establish superior schools
in such localities as may require them,
and not leave teachers who have obtain-
ed o first-class ticket, to locate them-
selves where they please, and draw the
highest salary from the revenues of the
province, for simply teaching a few chil-
dren to spell, read, and write, when the
same could be taught as well by a thir
class teacher, who is properly grounded
in these branches and the best manner
of conveying instraction. Every teacher,
if possible, should be placed in a position
to be most usefal in his vocation accord-
ing to his qualifications, und not have
men highly educated teaching the first
elements of a ¢hild’s education, while
the mere tyro in theart of teaching is
placed in a school where branches are
required to be taught, respecting which
he is in o high degree ignorant. There
is, also, according to the porulation, a
very remarkable disference in the aum-
ber of pupils sent to school by each par-
ish. The parishes of Moncton and She-



28

THE PARISH SCHOOL ADVOCATE.

diae, being railway stations, have in-
creased very rapidly, especially the for-
mer, Still, they have not increased in
school attendance accordingly. The pa-~
rish of Westmorland, with not more
than one-third the pepulation of either
of these parishes,nor more than half that
of Dorchester,jor any of the other parish-
s, Salisbury excepted, sent nearly as
many children to echocl.

The next feature worthy of notice, is
the religious persuasion of both teachers
and people.  The parishes of Dorchester
and Shedinc are ahout three-fourths
French Catholics, Botsford about one-
half, and Moncion one-fourth Catholic,
while the other parishes are principally
composed of Protestants. There are se-
veral settlements of Irish Catholies scat-
tered throughout the county, who differ
entircly from their French co-religion-
ists in the extent of their education, and
the march of general improvement.—
Although the founders of these settle-
ments, emigrants from Ireland, were ge-
nerally speaking without education,
still 1t is not so with their families, for
they are keeping pace, and, in innumer-
able instances, exceeding many of the
Protestant fawilies around them in the
acquisition of knowledge, while the
French inhabitaunts, on the other hand,
are far behind in this respect.

In the parish of Botsford there were
only sixtesn schools, twelve of which
were located among the Protestants and

Irish Catholics, the remaining four
among, the French, who form half the
population. Religious animosity does
not exist, and in many instunces the

* teachers were Catholics. while a large

proportion of the pupils were Protest-
ants, and vice versa, which goes to show
that teachers are more frequently em-
ployed as circumstances require, than
with regard to their religious peculia-
rities. There are a larger number of
teachers belonging to the Catholic
church employed throughout Westmor-
land county, than there are schools, or

upils sent to school, among the Catho-
ic population, which fully goes to show
that there is no need of separate schools
for Catholicsland Protesants; and what
bas been said of this county will apply
to many, if not the most, of the other
counties in the lower provinces. The
more we ses of this matter, the more
are we satisfied that soparate schoois
would only produce religious animosity
where it does not exist, besides establish-
ing a large number of miserably sup-
ported sechools throughout the country.
and in fact, in many mixed, and thinly
populated communities, unitedly not
able to support one school, they would
have to do without schoolsaltogether,—
destroying that unity,which isstrength,
and laying the foundation for insur-
mountable difficulties,without producing
any commensurafe good.

EDUCATION.

¢ Tue moral condition of a people de-
pends in a higher degree upon the atate
of cultwvation among females, than is
commonly imagined. Their influence
over their husbands and children, for
good and evil, 18 in all cases great, and
it i8 fit that such influencs should be di-
rected to good.

¢ This principle has been far too
much lost sight of in the education of
females, and they have been trained, as
it were, for one exclusive purpose, to be
got rid of in marriage; and notas part-
ners with man in common lot.

« When the attraction of a young
face, and the novelty of youthful man-
ners have worn off, there is left little of
gympathy with the pursuits of the hus-
band, or acquaintance with thoss de-

partments of knowledge, on which his
habits and occupations naturally lead
him to converse. The dry utterance of
scientific terms, without a knowledge
of the usesand application of the science,
or the details of history, without the
knowledge of its spirit, is to all value-
less; and the deficiency is to be supplied
only by extensive and various reading.
But this 18 precisely the paint where tho
education of females fzils ; they are not
tanght to read, to analyse aud digest the
matter read, whetker it be novel. histo-
1y, or biography. If, instead of aban-
doning all, or nearly all mental occupa-
tion at the period of leaving school, a
course of study calenlated to develope
and keep in excrcise the reflective facul-
ties were commenced and persevericgly



THE PARISH SCHOOL ADVOCATE. :

29

continued for the next four or five years,
the wife would have some share of the
attractions of the intelligent conversa-
tionist, and, without trespassing on the
field of the dry, dull, political or seien-
tific discourse of the professional person,
might supply in actual life some portion
of the imaginative and animating by
which its real cares are driven away.—
A stupid man would in such cases guin
some vivacity, and discover powers that
had heen enfeebled by the constant re-
ference of his thoughts to mercantile or
professional objects.

¢ What this course of study should
he for people of means, might be easily
determined. When a governess employed
to teach the mechanics of education has
been dismissed, let a lady of refined taste
and good judgment be engaged to carry
on a course of reading with the pupil;
carefully analyzing every word read ;
applying all knowledge applicable, and
examining new views referred to by the
author, and noting fresh facts, taking
care throughout all these readings to
lead the pupil to talk on the subject,
and point out the passages illustrative
of her views.

¢ Added to this, the habit of reading
well aloud, should be encouraged, both
to discover whether the meaning be fully
understood by the rcader, and to pro-
duce an accomplishment of more exten-
sive utility to others than even musiec,
that of presenting the views of anauthor
by reading so a8 to give them all their
force. How few men or women can
read! How few, therelore, are good
orators, or good conversationists, or even
good writers! How great a blessing to
a sick and languid person,too ill to exert
hisown powers, is that of baving a com-
panion who can so read as to bring the
pictures presented by written composi-
tion dramatically to the mind’s eye!—
‘With such powers, at any time, tliere
need be no lack of society ; the best au-
thors may be brought, as it were, into
personal converse; and the family stock
of information conrtantly relieved of its
barrenness.

<t But the importance of female edu-
cation is great, on acconnt of the share
of mothers in forming the infant mind.
The very young acquire, by & sort of in-
voluntary imitation, the language, the
habits, failings and manuers of the pa-
xents, especially of the mother, with
whom they most constantly associate;

and the labours of the school ars more
or less hightened in all things, according
to the progress previously made guring
the period of involuntary infant learn-
ing.

¢ The scope of education, in both
sexes, must be determined by its object.
The grand object is to unite in the high-
est possible degree the combination of
the speculative ard practical characters
in the same person. The former, when
once set a going, proceeds in a far more
rapid course of improvement than the
latter ; the manual or mechahical ope-
rations heing far slower and less exciting
than the mental valition.

¢ From the exclusive attention to in-
tellectualstudies, the speculative has far
outrun the practical, and lost the power
of patient application on which the soli-
dity and completeness of the speculative
is dependent. In short, the whole num-
ber of persons trained by the present
system of education the far greater num-
ber are deprived of babits of indus-
try, of bodily or mental application.—
Hence, thongh remarkable for refined
sentiments and generous emotion, they
seldom second these by corresponding
efforts. But this in a sfill greater de-
gree is the case with the power of hodily
application. Hence, men of genius have
become distinguished as men of 1dleness;
often, as dissipated and immoral. They
depend upon intellectual excitement,and
having no physical toil to subdue the
physical excitement, or divert the mind
from the more exhausting efforts of in-
tellectual Qursuits, their lives are a sue-
cession of states of excitation and de-
pression. Wanting energy, physical
or mental, they speedily become indo-
lent ; fond of dreaming, and mere idle
reading, but incapable of either mental
or bodily application. This one fault
Tuns through the whole of the general
systems of education. Addressed as they
are to the purely intellectual, they fail
because the purely intellectual i useless;
except in reference to its power over the
physical ; which power 1t cannob pos-
sess except by a course of disciplne,
uniting both the intellectval, physical,
and moral faculties in the same concur-
rent course of development, The moral
is but the habitual effect of the intellec~
tual and the physical trained to right
uses. A moral man is one who has
self-control, and therewith, and in con-
sequence thereof, the habitual exercise
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of what is morally good. But this self-
control is dependent, naturally and
mentally, upon physical control, and

this agiain 18 the result of intellectual

control, constantly actuating the phys:-
cal. Lo be & moral man is not to be &
mero man of sentiment. A man may
think all good, and yet he so weak of
purpose as to be capable only of evil,
which unrestrained physical incitements
may force upon him. The whole man
must he educated.—the intellectual,—
the physical,—and the moral ; and this
is not done by wise Iaws, but by disci-
pline constantly bending the faculties
of the individual to suitable purposes.”
‘Westminster Review.

Thissubject is briefly delineated in the

following article, from the pen of Dr
McVickar, Professor of Political Econ-
omy, Columbia College, N. Y. :—
. ¢ 1.—How is a nation to grow rich
and powerful ? Every oue will answer:
By cultivating and making productive
what pature bas given them. So long
as their lands remain uncultivated, no
matter how rich by nature, they are
still no source of wealth ; butiwhen they
bestow labour upon them, and begin to
plough and sow the fertile earth, then
they become & source of profit.

s 2 —Now, is it not precisely the
same cas¢ with the npatural powers of
mind? So long as they remain unculti-
vated, are they not valueless? Nature
gives, it is true, to the mind talent, but
she does not give learning or skill: just
as she gives to the soil fertlity, but not
wheat or corn. Inboth cases the labour
of man rouss make them produciive.

¢« 3.—Now, this labour applied to the
mind, is whet we call educafion, a word
derived from the Latin, which means
the educing or bringing forth the hidden

owers of that to which 1t js applied.—

n the same sense, also, we use the word
cultivation : we say ¢ cultivale the mind,’
Jjust as we say ¢ cultivate the soil.’

¢« 4.—From all this we conclude that
a nation has two natural sources of
wealth : ane, the soil of the nation, and
the other the mind of the nation. So
long as these remain uncullivated, they
add little or nothing to wealth or pewer.

¢ 5.~—Agriculture makes the one pro-
ductive, education the other. Brought
under cultivation, the soi brings forth
wheat and cern and good grass, while
*he weeds osud briars and paisonous

plants are all rooted out; so mind
brought under cultivation, brings forth
skill and Jearning ani sound knowledge
and good prisciples ; while ignorance,
and prejudice, and bad passions, and
evil babits, which are the weeds and
tie briars and poisonous plants of the
wind, are rooted-out and destroyed.

¢ 6.—An ignorant man, therefore,
adds little or nothing to the wealth of
the country, an educated man addsa
great deal ; anignorant man is wortn lit-
tle in the market; his wages are low
because he hus got no knowledge or skill
tosell. Thus in a woolen factory a
ekilful workman may get $10 or $15 a
week, while an unskilled workman must
be content with §2 or §3.

¢« 7.—In a store or counting-house,
one clerk gets $1000 salary, because he
whderstands book-keepmg or the value
of goods, while another,who is ignorant,
gets nothing but his board. In those
countries where the unchristian practice
atill prevails of buying and selling their
fellow men, aslave who hasgskill asa
mason or 3 carpenter, will sell for five or
six times as much as a common hand
who can do nothing but labour.

¢ 8 —We see this difference,too,when
we look at nations. Thus China has ten
times as many inhabitants as England,
but England hes o hundred times as
much skill; therefore England is the
more powerful of the two,and frighters
the government of China by a single
ship of war.

¢« 9.—Thus, too, among the nations
of Europe, Prussia is more powerful
and prosperous than any other of the
same si1ze on the contineunt, because all
her people are educated, and that edu-
cation is a Christian one, making them
mozal and industrious, as well as skil-
fal.

¢¢ 1().—If, then, the education of the
people be necessary to the prosperity of
the nation, it is the duty of 1he goverh-
ment or nation to ?mvide for it: thatis,
to see that no child grows up in ignor-
ance or vice, because that is wasting the
productive capital of the country.

¢ 11-—Thiseducation, tco, should be
a Christian education, in order that chil-
dren when they grow up should be hon-
est, faithfnl, and temperate; for if a
man be a liar or & drunkard, his knew-
ledge and skill is worth little to the
couniry, because ke will be neither
trusted nor employed.
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¢ 18.—Nono know the value of edu-
cation but those who have received it;
1t i3 therefore the daty of every child
who has been well educated himself to
use hig wfluence when he grows up to
extend it to others. und if he be a legis-
tator, to malke it national and universal
in his country.”’

-, }

GAINS OF THE ENGLISH LAN-
GUAGE.

TuERE are periods, as we have seen,
when this goes forward much more
largely than at others ; when a langnage
throws open, as it were, its doors, and
welcowes strangers with especial free-
dom; buf there is never a time, when
one by one these strangers and foreign-
ers are not stepping into it. Wedonot
for the most part olserve the fact, at
least not while it is actually doing.—
The great innovator, Time, manages his
innovations so dexterously,spreads them
over such vast periods, and therefore
brings them about so gradually, that of-
ten,white eficcting the mightiest changes,
he seems to us to be effecting noneatall.

It is, indeed, well nigh impossible to
concerve any thing wmore gradual then
the steps by which a foreign word is ad-
mitted into the full rights of an English
one: and thus the process of its incom-
ing often eludes our notice altogether.
It appears to me that we may best un-
derstand this, by fixing our attention
upon some single word, which at this
very moment is in the course of becom-
ing English. I know no better axample
than the French word ¢ prestige’ will
afford. ¢ Prestige’* manifestly supplies
a want 1 our tongue ; it expressessome-
thing which no single word in English
could express ; whick could only be ex-
pressed Dy a long circumlocution ; being
that moral influence which past succes-
ses, as the pledge and promise of future
ones, breed. The word has thus natur-
ally come to he of very frequent use by
good English writers ; for they do not
feel that in employing it, they are de-
serting as good or 2 better word of their
own. At first, all used it avowedly as
French, writing it in italies to indicate
this. At the present moment some
writers do o still, some do nob; that
is, some regard it still as French, others
consider that 1t hasnow become English,
and obtained an English settlement.

Trench.

FALSE SYNTAX.

To say that a thiny looks when we
look at it, isan idiom pecaliar to our
language,and some idioms are not redue-
able to rules; they are conventional
terms which pass current, like bank-
notes, for the sterling they represent,
but must not be submilted to the test
of grammatical alchemy. It is impro-
ﬁer, therefore, to say *¢ the queen Jooks

eautifully;’” ¢¢ the flowers smell sweet-
ly;”* ¢¢this writing looks shockingly ;7
because it is the speaker that performs
the act of looking, smelling, ete., mot
the noun looked at;-and though, by an
idiomatical constructior, necessary to
avoid circumlocution, the sentence im-
putes the act to the thing beheld, the qual-
ifying word must express the quality of
the thing spoken of, adjectively, instead
of qualifying the act of the nominative
understood, adverbially. What an ad-
jective is to a noun, an adverb 15 toa
verb ; an adjective expresses the quality
of a thing, and an adverb the manner
of an action. Consider what it is you
wish to express, the quality of a thing,
or the mannrer of an action, and use an
adjective or adverb accordingly. But
beware that you discriminate justly, for
though you cannotsay ¢ the queen look~
ed majestically in her robes,’’ because
here the act of looking is performed Ly
the speaker, who looks at her; you can
and must say, ¢the queen looked
graciously on the petitioner;” ¢ the
queen looked smercifully on his prayer ;”
because here the act of looking is per-
formed by the queen.  You cannot say,
¢ these fowers smell sweetly,”” because
it is you that smell, and not the flowers;
but you cansay, ¢ these flowers perfume
the air deliciously,”” because it is they
which impart the fragrance, not you.—
You cannot say, *¢ this dress looks bad-
1y, because it is you that look, not the
dress; but you can say, ** this dress fits
badly,’" because it is the dress that per-
formsthe act of fittirg, either well or ill.

Live and Learn,
—

READING.

Or all the diversions of life, there is
none so proper to fill up its empty space
as the reading of useful and entertaining
authors : and with that the conversation
of a well-chosen friend. . . y
reading we enjoy the dead—by conver-
sation the living—and by contemplation
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ourselves. Reading enriches the memo-
ry, conversation polishes the wit, and
contemplation improves the judgement.
Of these, reading 1s the most important,
because it furnishes both the others,

o

MAXIMS OF BISHOP MIDDLETON,

¢ PERSEVERE against discouragements.
Keep your temper. Employ leisute 10
study, and always have some work on
hand. Be punctual and methodical in
business, and never procragtinate. Never
be in a hurry. Preserve self-pussession.
and do not hetalked out of a convietivn.
Rise early, and be an econom:st of time.
Maintain dignity, without the appear-
ance of pride; manner is something
with every body, and everything with
some. Be guarded in discourse, atten-
tive, and slow to speak. Never acyui-
esce in immoral or pernicious opinions.
Be not forward to assign reasons to those
who have no right to ask, Think no-
thing in conduct unimportant and indif-
ferent. Rather set than follow exam-
ples. Practice strict temperance ; and
in all your transactions, remember the fi-
nal account.”

0

Uservn EXoWLEDGE can have no ene-
mies except the ignorant. It cherishes
youth, delights the aged, is an ornament
in prosperity, and yields comfort in ad-
versity.

Wisdom in Miniature.
o
STATISTICS.

Nova Scoria sends one-ninth of her
population to school ; and New Bruns-
wick one-eighth.  This difference in
school attendance between these two col-
onies, arises probably out of tho differ-
ence in the governmentallowance, being
much greater 1a the latter province.—
Prince Edward Island, where the assess-
ment principle prevails to a limited ex-
tent, sends one-sixth of her population
to school.

0

New Brosswick.—King’s College, in
Fredericton. since its establishment, has
drawn £67,000 of public money, besides
rent of land, which amounts to £350 per
apnum. Every student costs the pro-
vince £30 per annum. In theSackville

acndemies, ench student costs the pro-
vince over £3; while it only costs 11s.
6d. public moucy, per annum, for ench
chuld’s attendance at the parish schools.

"ErraTA.—On the second column of
the second page of the January number,
and ninth line from bottom, for, ¢ We
believe that something more than com-
mon needlework is required to be
taught,’’ ete., read, Wo believe that
common necedlework should not he
taught in the schools of 2 country with
over 150,000 uclettered people in it.

On the third page, second column,
and 7th line from top, for ‘¢ government
aschools,”” read, grammar schuols. And
in the same colunn, 9th line, fur *¢ aver-
aging’’ read, receiving.

Spesial Notices.

To CoRRESPONDENTS.—~We invite to our
columns, brief articles, touching the interests
of education throughout the provinces. All
communications, in vrder to receive attention,
must be addressed to the Editor—post paid,—
with the naine of the author, which will be
suppressed, ifrequired. We do not hold our-
selves responsible for the views of correspond-
ents. .

Y/ IR

0 We send copies of this Magazinoe to
propriotors of newspapers in different parts
of tho provinces, from whom we shall be happy
to receive copies, monthly, of such papers,
contzining notices of ke Parisk School Ad-
vocate.

{37 Wo take the liberty of forwarding co-
pies of ¢ The Parish School Advocate” to a
number ¢f gentlewen in different sections of
these colonies, and pray that they will do us
the kindness to put them into the hands of
such persons as will take an interest in obtain-
ing subscribers, and forwarding their subserip-
tion;‘s to the Eprror, at Bay Vert, New Bruns-
wick.

The Parisl) School Advorate,

WiLL be published once o month, at the price
of 4d. per single number, or 3s. 9d. per an-
pum, payable in all cases in advance.

Cruss of five, paying for a year, in advance,
wiil be supplied for 3s. per copy ; and clubs
of zen will be supplied for 3s. por copy, with
one additiocal copy for the getter up of the
club.




