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KIND WORDS.
Montreal, 8th Dec., 1902. 

To the Editor of the True Witness.

Dear Sir,—As a subscriber and at
tentive reader of your splendid pa
per, I wish to give expression to my 
personal opinion about some of its 
features. I do not know what your 
circulation is; but it certainly is 
not, and cannot be as large ns it 
deserves. I wish that every Irish
man in Canada, and oven in Amer
ica, could read some of the contri
butions to your paper. While all of 
them are of a high class and deserv
ing of great praise, I may ne al
lowed to point out, in particular, 
that series of articles now being 
published and written by a contribu
tor who signs “Crux.” [ have no 
hesitation in saying that these arti
cles are alone a liberal education. 
They contain more that is devoting 
in Irish history, than atiy book I 
have ever seen contains. In fact, 
they are the kind of articles that 
make me feel proud both of creed 
and race, and that tend vo give t?w> 
Irish people a proper estimate of 
their own importance and value. 
They also serve to open the eyes of 
others to the worth of Irish genius, 
add they bring out a great amount 
of rare information that is not 
usually given to the public. In my 
opinion, and I am not alone in it, 
these articles by “Crux” are worth, 
of themselves, the year's subscrip
tion, possibly a dozen subscriptions.
I write this simply to encourage you 
in your great work, and to assure 
you that time will yet prove 
value of your Catholic organ.

the

R. C. T.
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DELINQUENT SUBSCRIBERS are 
reminded that the subscription clerk 
in our business office is eagerly 
scanning the letters that arrive by 
each mail, naturally thinking that 
at this season when Santa Claus is 
lavishing hie presents right and 
left, a number of people whose 
names are on his list may recall the 
good old adage which exhorte us to 
be Just before we are generous.

PARISH MIGRATION. - A sub
scriber writes to draw attention to 
♦be strange desire for migration 
which has taken possession of many 
parishioners in recent years. As the 
“True Witness'* circulates in all the 
Parishes, we do not think it advis
able to publish his letter, although 
it contains some very good and 
■ound advice. The good old days 
when parishioners, young and old, 

ty to stand by 
their parish church, in all its tem
poral vicissitudes, seem to have dis
appeared. v 

;*Ured

THE FUEL QUESTION, —If the 
City Fathers desired to keep poor 
people from making application to 
them for orders to obtain wood at 
cost price, they could - not have ad
opted a more effectual plan than by 
indulging in the long-winded and 
pointless harangues which have char
acterized the proceedings at recent 
committee meetings where the fuel 
question was discussed. The fact 
that very few poor people have 
bought wood of the city proves that 
the action of the aldermen in going 
into thei fuel business has been of^no 
benefit to people who are in want. 
If the wood were distributed free, 
on the order of clergymen, or of offi
cials of parochial charitable socie
ties, much good would have been 
done. The whole fuel business has 
been muddled by the City Fathers, 
who have made much noise but done 
little good.

JOURNALISTIC GUESS-WORK.— 
The correspondents of some of the 
great dailies in America are splen
did adepts in guessing. Above all 
the Roman correspondents have e 
peculiar faculty for drawing conclu
sions from imaginary conditions and 
•uppoatd fact*. He of the Boston 
"Herald" ha* been indulging In a

"Jesuit that he is," hae succeeded 
pretty well in paving the way to 
his succession as Pope after the 
death of Leo XIH. He says that 
such has been the Cardinal's ambi
tion, and that his lofty aim is 
about to be realized. This is de
lightful reading. It is, unfortunate
ly a fact, however, that Cardinal 
Rampola is not a Jesuit,, but a Do
minican. The difference may seem 
but of slight significance to the 
“Herald” man; still the difference 
exists, and we cannot, with all the 
good will on earth, get over the 
stubborn fact that a Dominican is 
not a Jesuit, any more than a 
Franciscan is an Oblate, or a Chris
tian Brother is a Redemptoriet. As 
the writer of this bit of ecclesiasti
cal information evidently knows as 
little about the Cardinal's aims and 
ambitions as he does about the or
der to which he belongs, we need 
not attach any importance to his 
guess-work on the subject. Were the 
Cardinal a Jesuit his chances of 
ever reaching the Papal throne — 
even supposing him to have such a 
desire, which we have no reason to 
suppose—would be very slim. The 
rule of the Jesuit Order debars its 
members from any ecclesiastical hon
ors or preferments. It is true that 
in rare cases, so isolated that form 
marked exceptions, members of the 
Order have been obliged to accept 
the mitre. But this is only when the 
far-off lands wherein the Jesuit mis
sionaries are the only eligible priests 
require most absolutely that epis
copal authority exist in them, and 
then it is with the greatest diffi
culty that the appointment of a Je
suit can be obtained. In fact, it. is 
the spirit of obedience alone that 
over-rides the rule of the Order—for 
the Jesuit, like all Catholics, lay, 
clerical, secular or regular—owe obe
dience to the sovereign will of the 
Vicar of Christ.

It is a pity that these correspond
ents cannot find subjects with which 
they are conversant to form the 
basis of their letters. The manage- 
meng of a great paper should be 
more careful, for its own credit, in 
accepting such guess-work contribu
tions.

VACANT SENATORSHIP. — We 
observe, in connection with the va
cancy caused in the Senate by the 
death of a representative from the 
sister Province of Ontario—the late 
Senator O’Donoghue—that the name 
of an esteemed Irish Catholic jour
nalist, Mr. Thomas Coffey, of the 
“Catholic Record,” London, Ont., 
is prominently mentioned in thé 
daily press. While we do not desire 
to interfere in matters which imme
diately concern our fellow-country
men in another province, we may be 
pardoned for expressing the pleas
ure it gives us to notice the name 
of our co-worker in the cause of 
Catholic journalism spoken of in 
such deservedly flattering terms i 
the Protestant newspapers of the 
city wherein he resides.

merchant thereby learns the value 
of the paper and is encouraged to 
continue, throughout the year, in 
giving us the aid that he now af
fords us. Thus the subscriber at
tains a two-fold object; he gets the 
best and the cheapest goods for his 
money, and in so doing, he actually 
multiplies many fold the value of his 
subscription.

We, therefore, invite our readers, 
one and all, to not neglect the care
ful perusal of our advertising col
umns at this season of the year. And 
above all we ask them, as a special 
favor, before making their holiday 
purchases to give our advertisers a 
call, and thereby an opportunity of 
carrying into practice that which 
they promise in tlieir business an
nouncements.

Lesson of 
Public Spirit.

OBITUARY.

MRS. J. B. LANE.—On December 
4th there passed away to her eter
nal reward Mrs. J. B. Lane, wife 
of Mr. J. B. Lane, so well known in 
Irish Catholic circles in Montreal. 
Mrs. Lane was a member of St. Pat
rick’s parish, and belonged to the 
Ladies of Charity in connection with 
it. She was also associated with 
several national societies, particu
larly with the local branch of the 
Gaelic League, which, as our read
ers are aware, was founded for the 
purpose of reviving a knowledge of 
the national language and literature 
of Ireland. Hers was a devout and 
charitable disposition, and her imu 
good deeds were unknown tz tho 
world. She had been ailing for sev
eral years. Mrs. Lane was an affec
tionate mother, and an exemplary 
parishioner. She leaves a husband 
one daughter—Mrs. Fapaaopoios — 
and three sons, Thomas, James and 
Henry. The funeral took place from 
St. Patrick's Church, where a sol
emn Mass of Requiem was chanted 
by the pastor, the Rev. Martin Cal
laghan, assisted by the Rev. Father 
McKenna and the Rev. Father Me* 
Shane, as deacon and sub-deacon 
To Mr. J. B. Lane, who has been in 
the past associated with this jour
nal, and to the other members of 
the family, the “True Witness” of 
fers its sinccrest condolences in their 
sad loss.—R.I.P.

A MATTER OF JUSTICE.— Each 
year, as Christmas and New /Year 
approach, the columns of the “True 
Witness” contain some striking and 
important advertisements. We owe 
it to the many friends who patron
ize our paper, in such a practical 
manner, that we should call the at
tention of our readers to their estab
lishments and request of all, who 
can do so, to give them a prefer
ence when it comes to a question of 
holiday purchases. There are many 
ways of encouraging Catholic jour
nalism. One is by subscribing for 
the paper and by getting others to 
do the same. Another is by adver
tising in its columns. Decidedly the 
one who gives the Catholic organ à 
share of his advertising patronage 
calculates on) some return in the 
form of increased business. If the 
subscriber wishes to aid us in build
ing up a strong and solid organ, he 
can give material help by encourag
ing the merchant» and others who 
accord us their advertising patron
age. This may almost be called a 
matter of business.

In the first place, a glance over 
our columns will suffice to show that 
almost every line of trade is therein 
represented. TTie purchaser wants 
to get fu.l value for his money, sod 
he is right. No matter what 
be the nature of his 
ch**e* he can remain « 
look into

MB. JOHN LOVE —After a brief 
illness Mr. John Love, a member of 
St. Anthony’s parish, passed away 
to his reward on Tuesday morning. 
Deceased was a son of the late Mat
thew Love, and brother of Messrs. 
James. Thomas H. Robert and 
Matthew Love, well known in 
business circles, of Montreal,-, 
and of Mrs. Joseph Quinn, 
also of this city. Mr. Love 
was of a1 genial and kindly disposi
tion, and made many friends who 
now deeply regret his death. He was 
a member of the C.O.F., No. 126. He 
leaves a widow and five children to 
mourn his loss. The funeral, which 
was held to St. Anthony's Church, 
on Thursday, where a solemn Re
quiem Mass was chanted by the pas
tor, Rev. John E. Donnelly, assist
ed by Rev. Fathers Heffornan and 
Shea, as deacon and sub-deacon, 
was attended by a large concourse 
of citizens.—R.I.P. ''

SISTER M. CLARE.-This tal
ented and devoted member of the. 
community of St. Joseph, died at 
the St. Alban’s street Convent, To
ronto, of pneumonia, on the 28rd of 
November. She was the youngest 
daughter of Mr. George Spencer, Po
lice Magistrate at Owen Sound, 
Ont., and was educated at St. 
Hycinthe Convent. For many years 
prior to entering religious life, she 
was organist of St. Mary's Church, 
at Owen Sound. About* four years 
ago she entered the novitiate of the 
community of St. Joseph at Toron
to, and made her profession in 
August, 1901.

A solemn Requiem Mass was 
chanted in the chapel of the commu
nity, at which her bereaved father, 
brothers, sisters and friends were 
present, as well as a large number 
of the community and the pupils of 
the Academy connected with it, and 
representatives of other religious 
communities.

nt took pla

From the temperance view we might 
hold Hoopeston up ns a most re
markable example of what can be 
done by honest intentioned and de
termined citizens, in the line of wip
ing out the sources of intemperance. 
It also furnishes a good study for 
those—in village, town or city — 
who are engaged in municipal work, 
We might comment by the hour up
on the strange story of Hoopeston. 
and still find something useful left 
unsaid. We prefer, however, to re
produce the article as we take it 
from an American exchange. It runs 
thus:—

Great has been the growth of the 
Illinois town where they have no sa
loons and the municipal officers 
serve for the munificent salaries of 
fifty cents a year for the Mayor and 
twenty-five cents a year for the al
dermen. The members of the Coun
cil would serve for nothing, but 
should they do so their acts, under 
the laws of Illinois, would have no 
legal force. They have, therefore, 
fixed the salaries at as low a figure 
as possible, and when the end of the 
year comes they either donate their 
warrants, aggregating $2.50, to 
some poor widow or to the free pub
lic library, or turn them back into 
the City Treasury.

This state of affairs was inaugur
ated in the spring of 1877, when the 
municipality was changed from a 
village, to a city organization, and 
has been religiously observed ever 
since. In its early days Hoopeston 
was organized as a village, and mo
ney was needed to make public im
provements, so one of the village 
boards concluded to license saloons. 
It fixed the license at $1,000 a .year. 
During six months of that year one 
man paid his license and ran a sa
loon and another man paid for the 
privilege for three months, so that 
for a short time the town had two 
saloons. These places were just like 
other saloons in squall towns. Men 
who ought to have known better 
spent money there that ought to 
have been used for the sup/port of 
their families. Boys took their first 
drink and acquired habits which 
wrecked their after lives. The regu
lar habitues got drunk and fought 
each other and abused their wives 
and children. Occasionally some one 
would become sufficiently intoxicated 
to lie down on a railroad track and 
get killed, and one or two murders 
resulted from the saloons, that had 
paid $750 into the village treasury 
for license to produce such results.

A number of public spirited citi
zens got together and decided to 
make a change in the condition of 
affairs, if possible. A. Honywcll, Il
ford Marston, R. M. Knox, II. H. 
Dyer, William Moore, George II. 
White, Dr. T. C. McCaughey and a 
number of others decided to change 
the organization into a city and see 
If they could elect a Mayor and 
Board of Aldermen who would wipe 
out the saloons. They asked Jacob 
S. McFerren, the young president of 
the village bank, if he Would under
take the task. He replied that he 
would, and said he would serve with
out salary in order to help make up 
for the loss of saloon licenses.

The number of inhabitants neces
sary to organize as a city under the 
Illinois law is one thousand. Thotc. 
who wanted a city government we« e 
a little dotfbtful of the village hav
ing that number, and it was whis
pered about that they waited fey 
election day to maJce the cqunt. 
They found the necessary number 
some way or other and immediately 
applied for and received a charter 
authorizing them to organize as a 
city, and the new Mayor and Coun
cil were elected without serious op
position.

They went right to work and re
pealed the saloon ordinances and 
fixed their salaries at $1 for the two 
years’ term of the Mayor and fifty 
cents for the two years' term of the 
aldermen. They expended the meagre 
revenues of the little municipality 
with wisdom, and at the end of the 
first year they had affairs in botter 
shape than they had expectni. They

a source of pride to the inhabitants 
and of wonder to their neighbors 
ever since.

Hoopeston's roll of honor — the 
names of the Mayors who have serv
ed the city faithfully for fifty cents 
a year, and all of whom, with one 
exception, are now residents of 
Hoopeston—is as follows:—J. S. Mc
Ferren, two years; A. Honywell, two 
years; J. S. McFerren, three years; 
Dr. S. P. Thompson, one year; H. 
L. Bushnell, three years; A. H. Tre
go. one year; Dr. W. p. Peirce, two 
years; Dr. W. R. Wilson, two years; 
J. H. Dyer, two years; J. S. Mc
Ferren, two years; John L. Hamil
ton, four years; J. S. McFerren, to 
date.

During the administration of these 
men, all of whom are successful for 
themselves in a financial way, and 
against whose administration of the 
little city’s affairs there has never 
been the slightest suspicion of 
wrongdoing, there have been inaug
urated extensive municipal Improve
ments much greater and more nu
merous than usually fall to the lot 
of towns of tho same size and in
come. An excellent system of water 
works has been installed, represent
ing an outlay of $75,000; a fine city 
building has been erected at a cost 
of $10,000; several miles of brick 
and asphalt pavements have been 
laid in the streets, and twice as 
many miles of permanent sidewalks 
have been added to the list.

BRIEF NOTES.
ROYAL VISIT TO IRELAND. - 

The rumor is again circulated that 
the King Edward will visit Ireland 
next spring. Speaking at Belfast re
cently, Earl Dudley declared that all 
Ireland, north, south, cast, and 
west, would unite in offering an en
thusiastic welcome to the Sovereign 
of these realms.

Commenting upon the remarks of 
Earl Dudley, the London “Universe” 
remarks:—“We have no doubt, for 
our part, that if only the King goes 
to Ireland as the ruler of tho peo
ple and not as the puppet of one 
particular political party, he will 
receive at the hands of the people 
of Ireland a welcome quite in kcell
ing with the traditions of the Celtic 
races for chivalry and generosity.

THE PAPAL CONSISTORY, which 
was announced for the month of De
cember, will not be held until Fe
bruary or March.

BIBLICAL COMMISSION. — His 
Holiness Leo XIII. has named Car
dinals Parocchi, Rampolla, Satolii, 
Segna, and Vives members of the 
Biblical Commission.

THE DIGNITY OF A VOTE. — 
Speaking at Manchester, Eng., Fa
ther Anselm Poock said: “It was a 
noble work to train the young to 
respect the dignity and religious 
character of the vote. It was an 
honorable and Christian ambition to 
aspire to civic honors. Watch com
mittees, slum properties, ahd the 
drink trade were largely In the ' 
hands of the voter.” V

CARDINAL VAUGHAN.—His Emi
nence Cardinal Vaughan is steadily 
improving in health.

PROSELYTISM in ROME.— Two 
year's ago the Holy Father formed ' 
at Rome an association intended to 
prevent proselytlsm by Protestant 
associations. His Holiness has now 
published a Brief ajfpointing a com
mission composed of Cardinals to 
supervise and promote the action of 
the association.

UNREASONING PREJUDICE. — 
In sending hie subscription to the 
fund to defray the expenses of the 
crusade against the injustice of the 
Great Southern Railway of 
whose policy has been to
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Pointers for Catholics 
On the “Free Education 99 Fad.

Under the caption “The Cost of 
State Education,” the New Zealand 
zTablet” says:—

In glancing through the election 
speeches which arp being poured 
forth on the electors at the present 
time, we notice that one subject 
crops up very frequently. The ques
tion to which we refer is 'Free edu
cation from the primary schools to 
the University.’ The aspirants for 
Parliamentary honors either state 
their views on this subject in the 
course of their speeches, or are ask
ed to state them by a question from 
the audience, and answer almost in
variably that they are in favor of 
•Free education from the primary 
schools to the University.’ This is 
a most important proposition, which 
if adopted would materially increase 
the cost of education in the Colony 
and proportionately affect the work
ing man, out of whose pockets 
through taxation must come most 
of the money required. We propose 
in the course of this article to give 
some pertinent facts and figures 
which will show that even at pre
sent the working man has to bear 
an educational burden out of all pro
portion to the advantages he re
ceives, and if, as is proposed, the 
vote for ‘free education' be increas
ed by some tens of thousands of 
pounds, his burdern will become al- 
conie almost unbearable, while his 
advantages will remain much as they 
arc at present.

From the statistics of New Zeal
and, we learn that in December, 
1900, a total of 130,724 children 
were attending the public primary 
schools of the Colony. The expendi 
ture on their education in the same 
year was £490,378 2s. 2d., or some
thing like £3 15s. for each pupil; 
or, if we reckon on the average at
tendance, which was 110,092, on 
which payment was made, we find 
that it cost the Colony £4 9s. lOd. 
to educate each child in the State 
schools. From the same source we 
learn that there are close on 75,000 
children attending the primary State 
schools of the ages of eight, nine, 
ten, eleven, and twelve years. After 
twelve the attendance shows a very 
remarkable and significant falling- 
off, so that only 10,641 remain at 
school to the age of fourteen, only 
5,558 to fifteen, and only 2,665 pass 
their fifteenth year at school. This 
•table proves decidedly that the vast 
■majority of the children do not re
main at school to take advantage of 
the education g:Ven, the reason be
ing that the great majority of par
ents are not in a position to allow 
that they can find employment, and 
thereby help to earn their own liv
ing. We may also state that the 
more advanced the class the greater 
the expense in providing instruction, 
as teachers of advanced classes re
ceive large salaries and the accom
modation for such classes is on a 
proportionate,y more elaborate 
scale. We take it, therefore, that it 
costs the Coloay more to provide 
Instruction for the 2,665 children 
whose parents can afford to leave 
them at school up to and after the 
age of fifteen than it does to pro
vide instruction for 15,000 Children 
of twelve years of age. Yet the pa
rents of the latter, whose circum
stances do not allow them to leave 
their children at school, are com
pelled! by ofuk system to pay for them 
at school, and are also presumably 
better able to pay for extra tuition. 
Here we see that even in our pri
mary schools an absolute injustice is 
done to the working classes in com
pelling them to pay for a system of 
education of which their circum
stances will not allow them to take 
advantage.

The injustice of our educational 
system to our poorer citizens may 
be seen still more clearly by a look 
at our High Schools, the da* of 
students who attend them, and the 
expense to the Colony of their up
keep. The returns show that at the 
end of the year 1900, there were 
2,792 pupils at the State High 
Schools of the Colony. There was 
expended during that year on the 
education of these ptg>ils £76,561 
7s, a fraction over £27 15s 7d per 
pqpil. The direct toes received dur
ing the same year from the pupils 
amounted to £81,067 4s 9d, which 
left £45,494 2s 3d to be made up 
by the State or about £16 5s per 
pupil. Here we have the State pay
ing about four pounds for the edu
cation of the chjld of the average 
working man, while it pays over £16 
a , * '

» education of the child of its 
i- citizen,

more than bta

due proportion to this educational 
tax. This is ‘Free Education* with 
a vengeance, which costs twenty-sev
en pounds per pupil—sixteeny of it 
borne by the State. And our would- 
be law-makers are^not yet satisfied, 
they are very anxious that the work
ing men should present their richer 
neighbors with this £16, or in other 
words that the Colony bear the fur
ther burden of £31,067 4s 9d, so 
that its richest citizens should have 
their children educated at the ex
pense of the poorer classes.

We know it will be argued that 
this sum which goes to the support 
of the high schools does not come 
out of the taxpayers’ pockets, that 
it comes from educational endow
ments. It does not matter from 
what source it comes, what is the 
property of the peoiple is the proper
ty of the poorest as much as the 
richest citizen, and the educational 
endowments are the property of the 
people, therefore it is only a ques
tion of which pocket the money is 
taken out of—the right or the left. 
Yes, it is more, it is here a question 
of taking money out of the pocket of 
the poor man and putting it in the 
pocket of the rich. We contend that 
the word ‘Free’ is a misnomer when 
applied to our educational systeih, 
where education costs as much — 
ptrobably more—than in any other 
part of the world. We have also 
shôwn how unjust is this tax on the 
poor man, who is compelled to pay 
dearly for the education of his own 
children, and when no longer in a 
position to keep them at school, is 
still forced to pay yet more dearly 
for the education of the children of 
his well-to-do neighbors. Yet such 
is the effect of the fine-sounding 
phrase ‘Free education* that the 
workers of the Colony continue will
ingly to bear their unjuist burden, 
and seem only anxious to have it 
increased. They say, ‘We are not 
only willing to have the Sixth and 
Seventh Standards free, to which a 
few of our children may go, but we 
are willing to present to our richer 
neighbors a free secondary course, 
through which one or two of the 
more favored ones from our own 
ranks may pass. This does not even 
exhaust our generosity, as we are 
willing to present you with a free 
University practically for the use of 
your children alone. ’ In other words/ 
the workers of the Colony are will
ing to tax themsèlves to the extent 
of many thousands sterling per \an- 
num that they may help to educate 
the children of the wealthy classes. 
But if the system is unjust to those 
who can take some advantage of it, 
what shall we say in regard to those 
who cannot conscientiously make use 
of it. We refeç to the Catholics of 
the Colony. The Government sta
tistics for 1900 tell us that at the 
end of that year there were 10,687 
children attending the Catholic 
schools of New Zealand, for whose 
education the Colony was not pay
ing one penny. This means that ac
cording to the scale of charges in 
the public schools the Catholic body 
was being robbed (we cannot use a 
milder expression) of £48,000 an
nually, which amount, large though 
it is, does not represent our whole 
loss, as many of our children are re
ceiving a secondary education, which 
in the State schools costs about 
£16 for each pupil. We feel we are 
within the limit when we say that 
the present system of education robs 
the Catholic body of £60,000 a 
year. And our legislators are not 
yet satisfied; they are keenly desir
ous1 to increase the burden, and, like 
Roboam, they answer our petitions 
to lighten it: ‘My father put a 
heavy yoke upon you, hut I will add 
to your yoke; my father beat you 
with Whips, but I will beat you with 
scorpions.'

The people of the Colony, as far 
as this question of education is con
cerned, may be compared to a vast 
co-operative association. This asso
ciation baa to obtain an article — 
namely, a certain standard ot educa
tion—for which it has to pay a cer
tain price. Two subordinate firms, 
the one the public schools, the other 
the private schools, have undertak
en to supply that article; the mem
bers of these supplying firms are also 
members of the purchasing associa
tion, therefore equally Interested in 
the article supplied and the price 
paid. In iuhtice. then, it should 
make no difference which firm sup
plied the article. The buyers should 
be paid for equal value. What would 

said of a similar association 
where the majority of its members 
used their power to crush the firm 
represented by the minority,

had conscientious „
with the firm represented by the ma
jority, but were supplying and were 
willing to continue supplying equal
ly as good an article. Such action 
could only be described as tyranni
cal and unjust, yet this is how the 
State treats its Catholic members. 
It compels them to pay for an arti
cle which it knows they cannot use, 
and in addition it places on them 
the burden of providing themselves 
with the similar article obtained 
from a different source. Such is our 
present educational system. It is 
unjust to the poor man, who can
not take advantage of It to the ex
tent that he is compelled to contri
bute to it. It is unjust and tyran
nical on the Catholics, as it compels 
them to pay for On article which 
they cannot use, and, in addition, 
places on them the burden of supply
ing an article of equal value to the 
State, which they can use.

in
Christianity.

(By a Regular Contributor.)

» to blind the public to 
the interests of the soul, by flinging 
the duet of a false reasoning in iheir 
eyes. Taking that which Is the very 
opposite of religion and holding it 
up as “a religion.” means the abo
lition of the idea of God and the sa 
tisfying of man’s innate craving for 

Divinity, by substituting therefor 
the idea of demi-gods, or idols. It is 
the work of iconeclasm carried on 
with the refinement of the expert in 
the trade of infidel propaganda.

Of Ripon.

Conversion ef Coppee.
Some few years ago the world was 

surprised, and the Catholic world 
was delighted, to read of the com
plete conversion of Francis Coppee, 
the eminent author and member of 
the French Academy. Since the day 
of his return to the Faith, Coppee 
has penned some of his most en
chanting pages—and they are as 
bright with the rays of religious fer
vor, as were those of his earlier 
years dark with the clouds of infi
delity. In one of his recent contri
butions to French periodical litera
ture he gives a sketch, in which he 
represents a man, on the first Sun
day of Advent (himself of course), 
coming out of a meeting of politi
cians, weriding his way homeward in 
the grey mist of a December even
ing, and turning into a little low 
church in a suburb of Paris. The ac
count of what happened well deserves 
to be translated and we do so.

“The man entered, and at once 
perceived that there were not very 
many at the Vespers. About thirty 
women, and a few white caps of 
nuns, were about all; in the nave 
the three-fourths of the seats were 
vacant. But yonder, behind the al
tar, a choir of solemn voices, ac
companied by the organ, chanted 
the beautiful Advent canticle:

“Rorate coeli, de st(per 
Et nubes pluant justum,” 

Then the visitor of that humble

church dropped into a deep reverie. 
That canticle recalled to his mind 
the period of penance and prayer 
during which the Church prepares to 
celebrate the mystery of Christmas 
and the birth of a Savior-God who 
besprinkled the world with such a 
fruitful dew of justice and of good
ness. He also recalled the expres
sion of ardent desire and of feveridh 
awaiting that he had seen an hour 
before Upon the faces of all the 
crowd which he had left.

*' 'Alas,' he thought, ‘what those 
madmen desire and expect with such 
impatience, what the political 
preachers cause them to anticipate 
for their grand-nephews only, and 
beyond the fags of the future, is. 
simply perfect happiness; and, in or- 
dbr to attain it, not for themselves, 
but always tor the generations yet 
unborn, they are incited to fearful 
struggles and to fratricidal wan. 
Now perfect happiness is eternal — 
for it can only be perfect on that 
condition—and for over nineteen cen
turies it has been promised them 
for the day after their death, and 
even immediately, in this world, 
since they can here have the joy of‘ 
meriting it by loving their neigh
bors as themselves, as well as the 
delicious joy of being very good 
while awaiting a state In which the* 
will be perfectly happy. Why turn 
they away from that school of* hu
man happiness and love, the sublim- 
est that this world has ever known? 
Why do they close by, crowd into 
that den where they drink deep of 
folly and falsehood; and why is this 
humble house of God so empty — 
house of the God who became man 
merely to bring to earth the gifts 
of hope and consolation?

“While this passer-by gave way to 
such melancholy reflections, the or
gan and the choir continued the 
'Rorate,' that Latin prayer, cen
turies old, as if to Assert that the 
Christian's faith Is certain to sur
vive all persecutions, to conquer 
all indifference, and also to proclaim 
in presence of triumphant error and 
iniquity, that in the mysterious 
skies, the organ of Eternal Justice 
rolls its volumes. Tile visitor went 
out a changed man I That man was 
Francois Coppee.”

Conduct ever must get its impulse 
from the highest purpose in which 
we live. We must manage present,

___  _ concerns in consistency with the bet-
they knew that thi. minority /ter thing» we hope to attain.

“LaRefVu© Bleue,” of Paris, pub
lishes a criticism of a recently is
sued French twork entitled “Religion 
in American Society.” The author 
of this book appears to have been 
making a special study of religious 
conditions on the American contin
ent, and specially in the United 
States. He has discovered that 
Christianity in the American Repub
lic is a “social religion;’* meaning 
that it concerns itself more with so
ciety than with individuals — a 
strange conception of religion, just 
as if its purpose was not the sav
ing of individual souls, but the re
construction of the social organiza
tion. He also finds that it is a 
“positive religion;” meaning that 
its interest is in what is human ra
ther in what is supernatural—a queer 
conception, again, of religion, just 
as if it were not with the spiritual, 
but with the temporal that it has to 
do. He declares the “religion of the 
Americans to differ from the the
ologies of Europe as the Greek philo
sophy stood out in contrast to the 
théogonies of the Orient.” He says 
that it stands chiefly for the idea of 
morality; and that “above the diver
sity of sects, apart from the theor
ies of theologians and scholars, has 
grown up a feeling of Christian 
unity.” He claims that it is not 
Protés tantism, and that the title 
of Christianity is the only ope 
broad enough to designate the Am
erican religion.

In support of his peculiar argu
ments the author quotes Mr. John 
Fiske, whom he reports as saying:—

“The United States does not offer 
so much the lesson of Protestantism 
as the lesson of colonization. Ameri
can liberalism has its causes in Am
erican history rather than in the re
form of Luther; it has flourished in 
Catholic Maryland or English Vir
ginia as well as in the Puritan 
States; it is as inseparable from the 
Jewish churches or the Romari Cath
olic Church as from the reformed 
churches; it is a product of the soil. 
The American religion is living and 
fruitful because it is national. It is 
born of three centuries of effort to 
organize a society anti create a civil
ization in an unpeopled land. Its 
aim is human progress, because its 
origin is human work. It is a reli
gion of humanity grafted upon 
Christianity.'

Now hero is a long rig-ma-role 
about something that bears an in
telligible title, but, in the bottom, 
means absolutely nothing else than 
a chaotic mass of confused ideas. 
Imagine a religion whose aim is hu
man progress, that deals with the 
temporal affairs of this world and 
ignores the supernatural affairs of 
the next, that is based upon an 
idea of morality, without any dog
ma—that is principles of faith. Con
ceive a religion that has for its 
aim the construction of a social or
ganization and that has naught to 
do with the individual. In a word, 
this French savant, has found out a 
new religion that he characterises as 
“American” and which he wishes to 
dignify with the title of Christian
ity, while divesting it of every Chris
tian religious attribute. We \ have 
no intention to enter into the de
tails of this peculiar contribution, 
but we cannot avoid indicating it as 
one of the most striking evidences 
possible of the dechristianizing of re
ligion by the men who seek to wear 
the cloak of Christianity as a cover 
to hide the deformities of their prin
ciples.

It is quite evident that the writer 
in question -does not possess even 
the most elementary idea of what 
religion is, or of what 
tial characteristic of religion. With
out going into any minute examina
tion of the claims set forth by differ
ent sections of Christianity as to 
the possession of the truth, it is 
sufficient to point out that a reli
gion must deal with the supernatu
ral, the spiritual, and the individu
al, that it must have its dogma, or 
teachings, and that it must have its 
moral principles. Lacking any of 
these it cannot be called a religion. 
It may be a social organism, a na
tional, or political, or humanitarian 
polity; it may be anything else—but 
not a religion. Consequently to call 
that something, that conduit 
that state of development, 
writer describes, the 
gton, or the religion of 
mere 
real

A Lesson 
On Peace.

(By an Occasional Contributor.)

Sometime ago Mrs. Hannah J. 
Bailey wrote a lengthy article for 
the New York “American” upon the 
subject of “The Evils of Warrior 
Worship.” In the course of her re
marks upon the manner in which 
history is written, as if it were only 
a long list of campaigns and bat
tles, the writer says:—

“It would greatly promote a true 
internationalism if the influence for 
militarism < and the so-called glory 
of war should be obliterated from 
the school books of the nations.

“If school histories should give ac
counts of the achievements of gov-

frnments, nations and prominent in- 
ividuals, of scientists, politicians, 

educators and philanthropists in 
times of peace, or Independent of 
warfare, omitting the mention of 
war, except as an event, the cruel 
practice of ' settling international 
difficulties by force of arms would 
soon be relegated to the past and 
men would “learn war no more.”

“If the honor and glory now be
stowed upon warriors who have done 
the most harm to the losing side 
were given to worthy poets and 
other authors, to Inventors, discov
erers, leaders in righteous causes, in 
moral reforms and in genuine reli
gious teaching and the promulgation 
of the Gospel of the Prince of Peace, 
there soon woold be ‘no need of ar
senals and forts.' The song of the 
angels on the first Christmas morn
ing would be the victory song of the 
world, and all nations would Join 
in the march of peace.”

We nave no hesitation in saying 
that there is much truth in these re
marks and that this lady sets before 
us a very important issue. It Is 
quite possible that she looks at the 
question from an extreme stand
point, but it is equally true that 
she is seeking to convince those who 
have long regarded it from the very 
opposite extreme. It is absolutely 
true that many of our most univer
sally adopted school histories are 
nothing other than a series of enu
merations of wars and of lists of 
great conquerors. Ask the average 
pupil to tell you something about 
France—for example—in the seven
teenth, or eighteenth, or nineteenth 
century, and he will start off with 
the story of all the warriors from 
the great Conde to Napoleon. Me iff 
under the impression that having 
learned the story of all their bat
tles he knows all about the history 
of their country. Were you to tell 
him that Napoleon’s greatest a- 
chievement was the codification of 
the French laws, and that the Code 
Napoleon will perpetuate his name 
and fame, long after the perishable 
trophies under the dome of the In
valides shall have been reduced, by 
the hand of time, to duet, he would 
very probably consider that you did 
not know about what you were 
talking. This short passage, which 
we take from that article, would fur
nish subject-matter for many a page 
of useful comment. It is not possi
ble to efface from the black board 
of history the dates and other de
tails of the great feats of mighty 
leaders; but it would be a boon if 
somç person would write a school 
history that might serve to instruct 
pupils in the customs, the habits, 
the literature, the creeds of the va
rious peoples that have passed across 
the stage of this world during 
long centuries that are dead, 
tainly Christianity would 
gainer by such a history.

(By a Regular Contributor.)

Last week we had occasion to 
dwell upon the troubles that are af
fecting Presbyterianism, and now 
we find that the great Anglican 
communion is threatened with some
thing like a general Split. The at
titude of the Hon. and Rev. W. H. 
Freemantle, Dean of Ripon, at the 
Churchman's Union in London is one 
that is too significant to be abso
lutely ignored. As a rule, we do not 
occupy space with the discussion of 
any of the million arid one differ
ences that Protestantism and its 
divers sects present, nor even the 
differences between adherents of any 
particular sect. They are all char
acteristic of Protestantism, are of 
its very essence, arid must go on 
multiplying as long as the cause, of 
which they are the logical results 
exists. But one is forced to pause 
in presence of the spectacle of a 
leading minister in a great and pow
erful religious denomination continu
ing to preach the fundamental dog
mas of Christianity while opemy 
proclaiming his disbelief in the same. 
There must be something very wrong 
some place; either with the Church 
to which the Dean belongs, or with 
the Dean himself, or with both.

The Dean of Ripon proclaims his 
doubts in regard to the miracles of 
the New Testament, and even the 
central miracle of all Chriseianity — 
the Resurrection. The Bishop of 
Ripon wrote to Dean Freemantle, ex
pressing the hope that the contra
diction could find some explanation. 
In the letter to the Dean the Bishop 
said: “Knowing you as I do, remem
bering how earnestly you have 
preached Christ to men, and recall
ing your triumphant voice in lecit- 
ing the creed, I am confident you 
would not retain your position Cor 
an hour, if the declaration of your 
faith made in public worship were 
contradicted by your own convic
tions.”

In his reply the Dean says that it 
is remarkable that he should “be 
supposed to be doubtful about the 
truths on which I live from day to 
day, and without which the world 
would be unmeaning to me.” He 
says that he repeats the creeds be
cause they enable him “ to express 
Christ as God manifest in the flesh” 
and he adds that his sole object is 
'to preach Him as the Savior of 

mankind and to make Him supremo 
over every part of human life.”

All this is delightfully bewildering 
and vague. The Dean must be very 
innocent if he is surprised that the 
world shofufld suppose him to be in 
doubt abouft the truths of the Gos
pel, when he takes the trouble to 
expressly inform the world that he 
does not believe in them except in a 
figurative manner. It is not our 
business to inquire into the Dean s 
belief or disbelief; but we cannot 
help remarking the peculiar condi
tion of faith in any Church that Is 
manifested in such striking contra
dictions. However, we have a great 
cfegree of respect for the Dean, even 
while we feel pity for his illogical 
position, because he has the courage 
to openly state his doubts. He ;s not 
alone, fax from it, in his estimate of 
Christian “creeds,” but the thou
sands who bave glided into infidel
ity, as a consequence of the free and 
easy principles, of the Protestantism 
that Ahey profess, and who, for one 
reason or another, make an out
ward show of believing that which 
they actually disbelieve, to 1>e found 
in every denomination outside the 
Catholic Church. It is evident that 
the Dean has stood at the cross 
roads of life, and has found himself 
hesitating between that which leads 
to confirmed Faith and Rome, ai.d 
the other which conducts to reli
gious doubt and agnosticism, 
had not the courage to take the for
mer; he felt impelled to follow the 
latter; and he still could not break 
with the Church of his childhood, h*s 
education, his ministry, and his 
lengthy years of preaching. Hence 
the peculiar position that the P009 
Dean finds himself in. Manning, N<‘w'
____ and others have stood at the
cross-roads; but they solved the dif
ficulty of choice in a determined 
manner. It is not probable that 
the Dean of Ripon will ever reach a 
like solution; the more the pity» fop 
the tortured stage of life through 
whidh he is passing would deserve 

me greater result and reward mon 
likely to come to him as matters
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By “CRUX.”

nS I am not bound to any 
' special line in these articles, 
01 expect that I am at liberty 
3 to break in upon their course 
with a theme that is not 

wholly foreign to the general eub- 
ject. Recently I was asked by a 
learned gentleman, arid one well 
versed in Irish history and Celtic 
lore, if I could tell him the mean
ing, or the origin of the "Sun- 
BurSt." It is the first time that I 
ever heard the question asked, and 
I must admit that I have never met 
with any direct statement regarding 
the origin of that ancient standard. 
Moreover, it never occurred to me 
to make any iqquiry concerning it. 
Now that the matter was thus 
brought to my attention I have ran
sacked the authorities at my dispo
sal, and I will give the readers the 
benefit of m3' Investigation.

Firstly, in a note to his melody— 
!" ’Tis Gone, and Forever," under 
the fourth line of the second stanza, 
Moore says: "The ‘Sun-Burst* was 
the fanciful name given by the an
cient Irish to the royal banner." 
Now, to my mind, this is pretty 
vague. It neither tells us when that 
banner was adopted, nor how the 
rising sun came to be painted on its 
folds, nor yet why the name was 
"fanciful." I am inclined Jo believe 
that there was no fancy about it; 
It was a reality; and as I will show 
was not a banner.

In "O’Hart’s Pedigrees" I find 
that Milesius, in his youth, went in
to Scythia and there married the 
King's daughter, and became a gen
eral commander. Thence he went to 
Egypt, where Pharaoh Nectonibus, 
the King, made him general of all 
his forces in the war with the King 
of Ethiopia. He there learned all 
the trades and arts that he might 
teach them to his own people on his 
return to Spain. After his death, 
in obedience to a commandment of 
his, the eight brothers, his sons set 
sail from Spain for Ireland. They 
met with untold difficulties in their 
attempts to land. The arts, sor
ceries and enchantments of the 
Tuatha-de-Danaus were used against 
them. That part of the fleet com
manded by Heber, Heremon, and Am- 
ergin (the three surviving brothers) 
landed in safety, fought and routed 
the natives, and establish ’ them
selves in the land. Heber and Here- 
non divided the country between 
themselves, allotting lands to Am- 
ergin, who was the archpriest, or 
Druid, or magician, and poet of the 
band. Moore commemorates this 
event in his "Song of Insfail." In 
the third stanza he sings:—

"Then turned they unto the Eastern

Where now their Day-God's eye 
A look of such sunny omen gave

As lighted up sea and sky."

Thus we see that allusion is made 
to the rising sun as the Day-God 
of the Milesion invaders of the Is
land. Now if we turn to McGee's 
note» to his poems, we find the fol
lowing under his grand poem "The 
Celts." Referring to his own line:—

■•‘Cromah, their day-god and their 
thunderer."

McGee says:—

"Grom, or Crom-eacha, was the 
name given by the ancient and pa
gan Irish to their Fire-God, the sun 
—the dispenser of vital heat, and 
the author of fecundity and prosper
ity. He was their Deus Optimus 
Maximus, from whom all other dei
ties descended. The name is flerived 
from the Egyptian word Chrom — 
Ignis, fire—which was the only vis
ible object of devotion permitted, 
and that only as the symbol of the 
Supreme. Consistently, however, 
with this view, they deified also the 
powers of nature. The Irish urom- 
Cruith—God the Creator — was the 
same as that adored by Zoroaster 
and the Persians forimore than five 
hundred years before Christ." It Is 
evident, arid I base my assertion up
on the best and most competent au
thorities, that the Milesian princes 
were fire-worshippers. The sun was 
their day-god, and the>* received 
from Egypt that form of faith. The 
Persians were essentially fire-wor
shippers; arid in Persia did Milesius 
imbibe thé precepts that he subse
quently-brought home to Spain. If 
we study Moore's "Lalla Rookh," 
we will find that, under the v»tl of 
its Orientalism, it is purely an Irish

_
i write upon; but

land, it was only when their Day- 
God, the sun arose in the East, 
bursting forth in glory from a cloud, 
that the enchantments of their en
emies were broken and that they 
triumphed over the sorceries of the 
wicked. Amergin, their poet sang 
of that victory, and attributed it to 
the "Sun-Burst" of promise that 
flashed in the East." It may be 
not unnaturally concluded from this 
that the sun bursting out of a cloud 
was accepted as the symbol most 
appropriate for the royal standard.

O’Hart says: "The banners of the 
ancient Irish were termed bratach, 
and the standard meirge; the stand
ard-bearer was called Meirgeach, and 
a banner-bearer was called fear-bra- 
taige." So we have here the dis
tinction between the "standard" 
and the "banner."

Mooney, in his "History of Ire
land" says:—"The harp was the ear
liest national symbol of the Fir- 
bolgs, or first inhabitants. When 
Heber and Heremon divided the 
kingdom between them, they differed 
about a musician and poet; but the 
matter was settled in a friendly 
manner by Amerigin, their brother, 
who adjudged the musician to Heber 
and the poet to Heremon; the bro
thers then assumed the Harp as an 
emblem of the harmony that pre
vailed between them." This emblem 
was woven into banners carried by 
both brothers. When Rodrick O'Con
nor, King of Connaught, went to in
terview Henry the Second of Eng
land, he bore a yellow banner, em
blazoned with the dead serpent and 
the rod of Moses. But these were 
all banners, belonging to princes or 
chieftains. Mooney says:— " Brian 
Boru bore on his standatd, at Clon- 
tarf, the sun bursting through a 
cloud." Mark it well. The " Sun- 
Burst" was on the royal standard; 
the other emblems were on banners. 
We may, therefore, conclude that 
the "Sun-Burst" had its origin in 
the sun-worship, or fire-worship of 
the sons of Milesius, and that it was 
for them the emblem of victory, of 
hope, of glory; while the Harp was 
their emblem of concord between 
themselves. The Harp, then, would 
naturally be found on their respect
ive banners, while the "Sun-Burst " 
would have been their standard.

In one of his poems, "The Munster 
War Song," Williams has the line:—

"The Sun-Burst that slumbered, em
balmed in your tears,

Tipperary, shall wave o'er your 
tall mountaineers."

The "Sun-Burst" must have 
"slumbered," or disappeared for sev
eral centuries, until the aged Brian 
emblazoned upon his royal stand
ard, the day that drove the "Ra
ven" of Denmark from the shores of 
Erin. As the Harp of Tara was si
lent during the long ages of mourn
ing, so the Sun-Burst was effaced 
while those centuries of misery and 
strife, of suffering and death rolled 
over th#1 C«lta.

I conclude from all this that the 
origin of the "Sun-Burst" is to be 
found in the sun-worship of the ear
ly Irish; a worship that links them 
to the oldest races of antiquity. Its 
use on the Royal Standard of Ire
land can only be traced to the dawn 
of the eleventh century, to Brian 
Boru. And the Harp, the emblem of 
Erin to-day, was originally intended 
for particular banners belonging to 
individual chiefs.

I might add, although it casts no 
fresh light on our immediate sub
ject, that the "Sun-Burst" finds its 
place at all times in the annals of 
Irish literature. Poet, orator and 
essayist have all made use of it in 
their works, either as a ssrinbol of 
Ireland’s future emancipation, or as 
the accepted national standard. Os- 
siari's address to the sxm is possibly 
the sublimest passage in all profane 
literature, ancient or modern, and 
the inspiration of that " Inspired 
Giant" was the faith of his race in 
the majestic day-god, worshipped as 
a symbol of the Eternal Deity. The 
Clan of MacCaura, or McCarthy, 
whose royal line extends back to 
what Denis Florence McCarthy calls 
"the dawn of the world," had the 
"Sun-Burst" upon its standard. He 
telle us that:—

"When Heber and Ir, and the Span
ish patricians 

Came free Iniefail from the spill of 
magicians."

the house of MacCaura flourished. 
And he adds:—
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In Rome

Lofty thy head as the shrines of the 
Gueber;

Like theirs are the halls of thy fore
fathers shattered;

Like theirs is the -wealth of thy pal
aces scattered;

Their fire is extinguished; >our Sun- 
Burst unfurl'd;

But how proud were ye both nt ll.e 
dawn of the world."

This Sun-Burst was the royal 
standard of the House of Desmond. 
We may, therefore, conclude ih&t in 
our peaceful times, m our age of 
constitutional agitation and union, 
and harmony between Ireland's re
presentatives, the Harp should bo 
considered as the national symbol 
for the country's flag.
"But if ever the day should come a-

gain
When Irish women and Irish men"

should have to join in the head
long charge, the wild dash for liber
ty, the standard that would be 
then most suitable would be the 
Sun-Burst of Erin. It was the 
standard of the Irish Brigade "from 
Dunkirk to Belgrade;" and in Its 
folds was King Dathi wrapped when 
striken to death amidst the poises 
of the Alps. But whether it would 
be an appropriate standard for a 
kingless Ireland is a question that 
may come up, when the day of Ire
land's actual Freedom will dawn.

A flint to Onr Readers
The subscribers and rcadois tf the 

"True Witness" are often avare of 
events, the record of which would 
be of interest to themselves and to 
their friends—and yet, how few of 
them ever think of sending us an 
account of them!

Chats with Parishioners
The editor of the "Church Pro

gress" puts a few leading questions 
apropos the parochial duties of Cath
olics:

Does it not seem strange that the 
man who can spend dollars for 
drinks and cigars every day in the 
week, cannot find a dime for reli
gion on Sunday?

That the woman who can describe 
all the new hats and dresses at 
church cannot see the contribution 
box, no matter how large?

That the man who never gives a 
dime to the church fund always finds 
the most fault about the manner in 
which it is distributed?

That the pastor who does his full 
duty to God is usually unpopular 
with man)' of his parishioners?

That persons who are always pres
sing their emplo3rers for larger sal
aries expect their pastors to live 
on good wishes and the grace of 
God?

That parents who never attend 
their religious duties expect their 
children to become model Christians?

That many of the men who wor
ship in the rear of the church and 
block the entrance are always found 
in the front seats at questionable 
places of amusement?

That the sermon which touches 
the guilty conscience never fails to 
find warm condemnation?

That those who never help to de
fray the church expenses demand the 
most comforts and conveniences?

That those who make the least 
haste to get to service on time are 
always in a rush to get away before 
it is 'over?

Premium
TO

Subscribers.

brightest
••Proud should thy heart boat de-

We ofier as a premium 
to each Subscriber a neatly 
bound copy of the Golden 
Jubilee Book, who will send 
the names and cash for 3 
new Subscribers to the True 
Witness.

This is a splendid op
portunity to obtain a most 
toterestir " chronicle of the 
work r. Irish Cathelci 
Priests and laymen in 
Montreal durin g the pat 
Fifty years.

The special correspondent of "La 
Semaine Religieuse'' at Rome writes 
the following interesting description 
of the farewell audience which Arch
bishop Brushes! had with His Holi
ness the Pope, and of the audience 
of a large number of Canadians, in
cluding some non-Catholicr with the 
Sovereign Pontiff on the rume dû)', 
the latter having been introduced by 
the Ardhbishop of Montreal.

At a quarter past eleven o'clock, 
His Grace was received in private 
audience by the Holy Father, while 
the other Canadians who had been 
notified that His Holiness would 
grant their desire to be received in 
audience waited in the ante-rooms. 
His Holiness manifested great affec
tion for the Montreal prelate and 
when the audience was over said 
as he leaned on the arm of the Arch
bishop: "And now. Monseigneur, let 
us go and bless your Canadian com
patriots." The Holy Father had 
scarcely reached the door-sill when, 
walking unaided, he proceeded with 
rapid steps to the throne-room, find 
took his seat on a couch placed on a 
slightly raised platform. He wore, 
according to custom, his white 
soutane, and as soon as he had tak
en his seat the attending chamber
lains threw his red, gold embroider
ed cloak over his shoulders. Having 
made the usual genuflection, Arch
bishop Bruchési, spoke as follows:

"Most Holy Father,—You now sec 
before you representatives of most 
of the dioceses of Canada. Our coun
try is known to you. Your Holiness 
is aware that there, more than any
where else perhaps, the Catholic 
Church enjoys its sacred liberties; 
that there the Faith is strong and 
ardent: and that there the Pope is 
held in deep affection. Deign, Most 
Holy Father, to accept with our gra
titude for the paternal solicitude 
you have always shown us, our most 
respectful congratulations on the oc
casion of your glorious jubilee, the 
nomage of our filial devotion, and of 
oui1 complet? submission. And while 
we are kneeling at your feet, we ask 
you to bless us and our brethren, 
while from the bottom of our 
hearts we address to God the pray
er which so often ascends to His 
throne from our temples:

"Oremus pro Pontiflce nostro Le
one, Dominus conservet cum, et vivi- 
ficet eum et beatum faciat cum in 
terra, et non tradat eum in ani- 
mam inimicorum ejus."

The Archbishop pronounced this 
prayer in a clear voice and in tones 
which showed that it came from his 
heart.

The Holy Father thanked His 
Grace for his brief speech, and the 
audience began, those present pass
ing before the Supreme Pontiff in 
single file, kneeling before him and 
kissing his feet and the hand which 
he cordially held out to them. Arch
bishop Brutihesi presented each to 
the Holy Father, who had a kind 
word for every one of them. The 
ladies were admitted first. In pre
senting one family to the Pope, 
Ardhbishop Bmphesf told him that 
it comprised fourteen children. 
"Fourteen children!" exclaimew His 
Holiness. "Why," rejoined the Arch
bishop, "in Canada we have families 
in which there are twenty-six chil
dren." "Twenty-six children," said 
the Pope in astonishment. Then af
ter reflecting a little while, he add
ed: "What a number of voices 
which are blessing the Lord!"

When the Archbishop was intro
ducing the Protestants to the Holy 
Father he said: These are not 
Catholics, bu/t they would like to re
ceive Your Holiness* blessing." The 
Pope smiled tenderly as he placed 
his hand on the brow of each. One 
of these Protestants recommended to 
the prayers of the Pope a member of 
his family who was seriously ill. 
"Yes," said the Pope to him, "I 
Shall ask God to grant your pray
ers." I noticed tears falling from the 
eyes of some of the members of this 
family.

Next came the turn of the young 
Canadians who are studying in 
Rome. The Canadian college con
tains 28 of them; 8 more are at the 
College of the Propaganda; 4 are 
with the Brothers of St. Vincent de 
Paul; and 2 at the North American 
College. The Holy Father asked 
each of them the name of the dio- 
cese to which he belonged. Then 
off me Canon Dauth of Montreal, who 
was highly praised to His Holiness 
by Archbishop Bruchési, and who 
asked and received a blessing upon 
“I,a Semaine Religieuse." The rec
tor and procurator of the Canadian 
College, the Rev. Fathers Clapin and 
Vacher. At the request of Father 
Clapin, the Pope accorded hie apos
tolic blessing to the Abbe Colin, Su
perior of St. Sulpice, Montreal.

Having given all present his Pon
tifical benediction, the Pope de

scended from his throne, and with
out any assistance proceeded to
wards his private apartments, ac
companied by Archbishop Bruchési. 
After bidding His Holiness good
bye, the Archbishop said to him ; 
"Holy Father, I cannot return until 
three years." "Very well," said the 
Pope with a smile, "I shall expect 
you then, Monseigneur."

May Divine Providence preserve the 
life of His Holiness until he and the 
distinguished Archbishop of Mont
real meet again!

OLD LETTERS.
(By a Regular Contributor.)

*1110 letter which I find next in my 
bundle is, perhaps, of greater inter
est to me personally than it can Ee 
to the public. Moreover, I feel oblig
ed to suppress the name of the writ
er, because I have not his jyermte- 
sion to use his letter in this man
ner, and his former connection with 
Canadian institutions might become 
a reason why he would not care to 
have his name published; especial 1\ 
as the author of correspondence that 
was intended for the eyes of only 
one person. Ibis is all surmise on 
my part; the letter contains nothing 
that might not be posted up on the 
city walls, to the credit of the writ
er, but not having his consent, and 
he being still alive, I prefer to sim
ply give the letter and no more. Its 
value to me is a personal matter; 
but os far as the readers go, it will 
only prove another evidence of how 
useful a Catholic newspaper may I 
and how seriously some our French 
priests seek to master, under great 
difficulties, the English langungo. 
The letter is in two parts; the first 
written at Lyons, the second at 
Grenoble, in France. The one who 
wrote it is an Oblate Father, and 
one of the most erudite mon in nrx 
religious community of the Church 
to-dny. He had spent a short time 
in Canada, and he undertook to 
learn English. He was making rap
id progress when duty summoned 
him away to France. Ibis letter is 
a sample of the English written 1\\ 
one who had but a brief opportun
ity of hearing, sttidying, and using 
the language. I will draw special 
attention to the dates on the let
ter, then to the prophetic remarks 
on the subject, of P'rance and the 
Church; viewed in the light of re
cent events in that country, espe
cially the Law of Associations, and 
the brutal course taken by Premier 
Combes, these few words of the gift
ed priest may be both pertinent and 
significant The letter is as follows-

"Lyon, France,
"46 Rue de la Charité 

"Feb., 24th, ’94
"My Dear Friend:

"I come very late; but whose the 
fault? You told me in your letter 
of the 18th of December T will write 
soon again'—yet I have received no 
further news from you. I know how 
busy you are, and must be, and I 
exonerate you.

"The paper that you so kindly 
send me comes every week, as a ray 
of the Canadian sun, or as a breeze 
of the Ottawa or St. Lawrence; and 
it is so gladly welcome. I thank 
you with all my old Canadian heart 
for this kindness of yours. In re
turn I would like to do more, but 
all I can do is to send you this 
short letter, and to promise you 
others more interesting, when I 'will 
have mastered my situation.

"I am now preaching the Lenten 
sermons in the St. Francis of Sales’ 
Churdh at Lyons; it is one of the 
most aristocratic churches in the 
city, anti I have, of course, a great 
deal to do to be up to the mark. 
But I always believed in the prac
tice of obedience, and, in twenty 
years, I never had to complain of 
having strictly adhered to it.

"It is midnight; I commenced my 
letter quite late, after having spend 
several hours preparing sermons, but 
I will complete it in time for the 
next mail to Canada. Next month 
I will send you a few descriptive let
ters—if you can find any use for 
them, or thirik they can do any 
good, just use, change, enlarge, cur
tail, destroy them.......as you like."

Here the first part of the letter 
ends. For eight months it had 
found a resting place in the bundles 
of the good Father’s manuscripts, 
and on its being unearthed — I sup
pose to dhow me that I had not 
Ijeen intentionally forgotten—he pro
ceeds to complete it, and to post the 
entire epistle to me. Here is the 
second part:

"Grenoble, Oct. 9th, *94. 
"My Good Friend:

"Imagine my

âtÉSl

the foregoing in my papers. Hour 
you must have thought me neglect
ful and. forgetful, during all these 
summer months. And I, on my part, 
wondered why you did not write to 
me. Well, I suppose that the world 
has not suffered to a great extent 
in consequence, so we need not wots 
ry over the matter.

"I write to you. now, at the foot 
of a mountain more than 1,000 feet 
high, and surrounded by hundreds of 
others, some of which are as lofty, 
others less so, but all of which are 
covered by fortresses and cannons 
of every description. It is simply 
sublime and I am sure you would 
feel an inspiration were you on these 
first steps of the Alps. Unfortunate
ly 1 am not a poet; in fact, I am 
less poetic than ever before, having 
to preach a retreat in a convent of 
the Good Shepherd, where life is 
found to be a mere and sad reality, 
and many things or this world a 
tragic farce."

Mark that last expression! It is 
decidedly a stroke of the true art
ist's pencil. I am obliged to skip 
two very beautiful pages, on account 
of allusions to certain events in 
which 1 was conspicuous in the ear
ly nineties; but the readers lose very 
little. I come now to the portion 
of this letter that, to my mind, Is 
the most remarkable. He continues :

"I have been severely tried this 
•ear by the so-called influenza. For 

three months I could not move out 
of my room. Doctors said it was 
due both to overwork and the 
change of climate. I do not know 
whether they were right or wrong ; 
but I know too well that this con
dition of health was extremely un
pleasant to bear and exceedingly an
noying.

"Thanks be to God, I feel strong
er, and I have begun again to go 
around preaching and hearing con
fessions. Pray that I may do some 
good in our old France. It is a glo
rious country after all; but I aesifro 
you it sadly needs the pulpit and 
the confessional. Ir I read the signs 
aright, a grave change has come 
gradually over the land since I left 
here to live my few years in Canada. 
We preachers and confessors know 
how Catholic to the core is the na
tion’s heort; but we also see with 
fear and trembling the hourly omens 
of evil days for the Church and her 
children in this country. Mirabeau 
once alluded in a famous speech ta 
Cataline at the gates of Rome and 
the Romans hesitating; the days 
that followed Mirabeau may yet re
turn to us, for the evening, the re
lentless spirit of Infidelity is at our 
gates and wo hesitate. Pray God 
that we may not hesitate long 
enough to give the helm of state 
into the grasp of that, cruel hand. 
If the favorable hour comes, and 
the man of sufficient vindictiveness 
appears, the preacher and the con
fessor may take care, for the road 
to exile will be his only pathway of 
escape.

"I thank you most heartily for the 
‘True Witness.’ It is just now, with 
a few letters, the only means I have 
of keeping up my English and of 
knowing something about oi*r ‘Fa
therland,’ os I love to call Canada. 
You may be sure that I read every 
line of the paper each week, and 
even the advertisements do I read, 
for they are like old friends. You 
will please present with my wannest 
regards those of my former friends 
whom you may meet, and believe me 
forever, yours in X. and M.T.

The reader cannot but recognize 
the present Law of Associations and 
Premier Combes, as well as the ex
iled members of religious orders of 
to-day, in that sentence: "If the fav
orable hour comes, and the man of 
sufficient vindictiveness appears, the 
preacher and confessor may take 
care, for the road of exile will be 
his only pathway of escape." De
cidedly the Rev. Father, whe wrote 
this double letter, was a keen judge 
of the situation in France; and if I 
only knew his address to-day I 
would feel inclined to write him on 
the subject, enclosing a copy of his 
own prophetic letter of 'eight years 
ago. But, unhappily, his spirit of 
obedience has sent him into some 
mission unknown to me, and his 
whereabouts is a matter of uncer
tainty.

I have not made any selections In 
going over these letters. I find that 
I have numbers of others much old
er and much more interesting than 
any I have yet given, and I hope 
to have the opportunity of present
ing a few more of them to the read
ers of the ‘‘True Witness."

In a course of reading the first 
thing necessary is a vital interest in 
some subject; then, in tracing this 
out through its maze and relying up
on yourself for the connecting links, : 
your mind will be occupied. You will : 
read and think, and while your in
terest grows your mental *
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EFORE another Issue of thie 
I organ reaches the readers the 
| Christmas of 1902 will have 
I come and gone. Although 

this cannot be called the 
Christmas issue, yet we are within 
the atmosphere of that holy season, 
and, in my ramblings—for I ramble 
a great deal in these contributions, 
as well as actually from curbstone to 
curbstone—I love to dwell upon the 
olden attractions of this most de
lightful period of the year. There is 
something about Christmas, apart 
from its Sacred religious character, 
that is full of the spirit of home. 
It is the time when the fireside is 
the brightest, when the aged and 
the young gather around the table 
and hold a yearly communion of 
heart.

•'When ’round the festive Christmas 
board,

Or by the Christmas hearth,
That glorious mingled draught is 

poured,
Wine, melody, and.mirth;
When friends long absent tell low-

Their joys and sorrows o’er,
And hand grasps hand, and eye-lids 

fill,
And lips meet lips once more;
Oh! in that hoyr, ’twere kindly done
Some woman's voice might say:
’Forget not those who weep to

night.
Poor exiles far away. ’ ”

At this time these lines of Martin 
McDermott come to my mind, and I 
feel the better for the mere act of 
transcribing them. And if there is 
joy and light in the heart on the 
holy Christmas Eve, and the sacred 
Christmas Day, the very reunions, 
the very exchange of little tokens, 
the very turkey that traditionally 
adornes the board, have all their sad 
associations—for there are so many 
vacant chairs in the homes of the 
world. But not of these striking re
minders of losses sustained and of 
sorrows experienced did I propose 
writing this day; my theme is 
Christmas hymns.

a9
THE MIDNIGHT MASS.—It seems 

to me that there is no more solemn 
and no more glorious hour, in all 
tihe year, than midnight of the 
twenty-fourth of December. The Mass 
that we attetid may be offered up 
beneath the majestic dome of a 
great ^basilica, or under the roof of 
a convent chapel, or within the walls 
of a pioneer, remote country church; 
it is still the same midnight Mass 
that has been sung, all over the 
world each year, throughout the 
ages of the Christian era. When one 
kneels in presence of the crib, and 
follows the priest as he performs the 
greatest act of adoration known to 
man, there is something in the air 
that breathes ndemories of the past, 
that tells of days long gone, and 
that conjures vtp faces that have for
ever vanished, f never attend a 
midnight Mass that I do not live 
over, for an hour or so, several of 
the happy days, when in the com
pany of those that have long ago 
gone to heaven, I knelt at other al
tars, in other temples, but at the 
same Mass. How the manger, the 
Images of the Holy Mother and St. , 
Joseph, the tiny Infant, the familiar 
forms of ox and donkey, the tapers, 
the floats, the various decorations 
recall similar objects seen in young
er years, and by the side of a parent 
or a near relative, or a school com
panion, or of some dear one, whose 
presence added to the happiness of 
the hour. Then the chant of the 
Mass; the hymns that were familiar 
to the ear *nd that seem so special
ly adopted to àhd entwined around 
Christmas! It is of these I would 
write to-day.

OLD CHRISTMAS HYMNS.-There 
are three Mfiftvrn on Christmas Eye. 
T^he Midnight Mass is usually a High 
Mass; the second and third Masses 
are Low Masses. For the High Mass 
as a rule, especially in large cities, 
where we have trained and extensive 
choirs, some specially prepared Mass

! a rule. It Is a classical
; of grand music. Then some 

> canticles, arranged by 
to Impart
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honest, I scarcely know in what form 
to express the thoughts that my 
mind harbors. There are times 
when one may be exposed to the dan
ger of being considered critical, when 
to criticise is furthest from the in
tention. It may be that I am lack
ing in my musical training, but I 
confess that I am not enthusiastic 
over classical musio—possibly be
cause I do not understand it. But 
1 am very fond of melodies, of the 
simple, old-time airs, the songs and 
hymns that were so familiar in 
youth, ^with which my mother rock
ed me to sleep in the days that were 
golden. And I love the Christmas 
hymns of the past; but they seem to 
have lost, to a great extent, their 
former place of prominence in our 
midnight and Christmas Day devo
tions. Of late years I have noted 
how few of thpve dear old hymns are 
sung in our churches. Yet Christ
mas does not seem real without 
them. Last year I attended Mid
night Mass in one of the most "pop
ular" churches of this city (as the 
modern term goes), and I believe 
that the singing and music were 
equal to anything upon this conti
nent; but I would have so much lov
ed to have heard the old "Adcste 
Fideles;" the new one, with its vari
ations, its flights of harmonic ac
companiments and variations did not 
seem to be the Christmas hymn that 
I was accustomed to associate with 
the Nativity. The year before I 
heard the Midnight Mass in Notre 
Dame. The mighty swell of the or
gan, the splendid rendering of the 
Mass by the full choir, and the 
gorgeous ceremonies in that vast 
temple were all most inspiring, and 
elevating; but the simple "Il Est 
Ne, Le Divine Enfant," sung during 
the Low Mass, went to my heart 
and brought back to my mind the 
picture of a much humbler Church, 
far distant from here, where I made 
my First Communion, where I had 
learned to serve Mass, and where, 
on Christmas Eve, we lads of that 
day congregated around the altar 
and felt all the charms and devo
tional emotions of that holy night.
I could mention a half score of those 
hymns that appear to have been re
legated to oblivion by the amateurs 
of high class music. Even the "Noel" 
of Adam has undergone such trans
formations that no person would 
recognize the original hymn in the 
fantastic composition that I heard 
last Christmas. "Les., Anges dans 
nos Campagnes," has vanished with 
its inspiring chorus of "Glorias," 
just as if we no longer commemor
ated the chanting of the celestial 
Choirs that once startled the shep
herds of Judaea from their slumb
ers, and filled the heavens over the 
royal city of David.

in

REFLECTIONS.—It would be that 
!• am growing old and old-fashioned, 
that I am falling behind in the race, 
that the age is too far in advance 
for my feeble steps to keep * pace 
with it; yet I do not consider my
self beyond the noon of life. Still 
whenever Christmas comes I have a 
longing for olden customs, tradi
tions, methods, and pleasures, and 
equally for olden devotions. I have 
lived long enough in the world and 
have observed sufficiently to know 
that the wheel of custom is con
stantly turning and that sooner or 
later we come back to the practices 
that have grown obsolete. It is so 
even in the realm of fashion; tne cos
tumes that our grandmothers wore 
are being revived by the most mod
ern of dress-designers, and no per
son seems shocked, nor does any one 
appear to think, for that n*eon, 
that the world is retrograding. The 
tens of thousands of printing presses 
all over the earth, are pouring out a 
daily supply of literature that can 
only be compared to a vast deluge; 
yet, we are obliged to wade out of 
that tide and to seek the authors 
and authorities of other days. They 
have come down to us, through the 
years, bearing the imprimatur of 
universal appreciation, and their 
places cannot be taken by those who 
come after them. It is the same 
with our melodies and songs, with 
our music and hymns. They were' 
written for all time, they were com
posed for immortality, and though 
we may consign them to compara
tive neglect to-day, they are certain 
to arise again to fill the places they 
once held in the hearts of the faith
ful. If I knew exactly the churdh in

To the Special correspondent 
Ireland of the Chicago “Record- 
Herald" Mr. William O’Brien, M P., 
has just indicated, in a clear and 
concise statement, how simple and 
how practicable the permanent set
tlement of the Irish laiid question 
will be. With that great question 
out of the way, Home Rule, as he 
points out, would quickly come, for 
the restions which he gives. Mr. 
O’Brien, says the correspondent, "is 
to-day one of the leaders of the 
Irish people in their struggle for 
their rights.

In reality, as Mr. O'Brien shows, 
the Irish land question is not a dif
ficult problem. There are 480,000 
tenants in Ireland. We want a 
scheme that will enable 400,000 of 
them to buy their holdings. The re
maining 80,060 are the larger and 
more prosperous farmers, who can 
take care of themselves. It is the 
400,000 who are living from hand 
to mouth on little patches of bad 
land that we care about.

'Now, the difficulty is just here. 
The landlords want a higher price 
for their lands the tenants can af
ford to pay. Generally speaking, 
the landlords would be willing to 
sell at twenty years’ purchase — 
twenty times the yearly rental. They 
would jump at the chance to do so. 
But at an average the tenants can 
afford to give only sixteen years' 
purchase, and they would jump at 
the chance to buy at that figure. So 
this little barrier of four years’ ^ur- 
chase is all that stands between the 
two sides—all that is in the way of 
carrying out the great project of 
turning the land over to the people.

"Here is where we want the gov
ernment to come in and bridge over 
the difference. It can afford to do 
as a matter of public policy, even 
if it has to bear all the costs cf the 
margin. But as a matter of fact it 
can take u£> that four years' experi
ence without the cost of a single 
penny to itself."

How can this be done? Very easi
ly. Mr. O’Brien cays:—

"The annual rental of these 400,- 
000 poorer tenants averages about 
£8. That makes a total of, about 
£3,2000,000 a year. If the govern
ment gives the landlords twenty 
years’ purchase the total sum in
volved will be £64,000,000. If the 
tenants are permitted to buy at 
sixteen years' purchase in yearly in
stallments. The difference is about 
£13,000,000. This is the sum which 
the government would have to un
dertake as a sort of bonus for peace 
and prosperity. It is a trifle, consi
dering the good that would flow 
from it. If it all had to come out 
of the exchequer it would be the best 
investment the empire ever made.

"But, as I have said, it would not 
cost a penny in the long run. The 
government would lend its credit. 
It would issue stock or consols at 
say 3 per cent, interest. The yearly 
interest on £13,000,000 would be 
about £400,000 a year. Six hun
dred thousand a year would pay the 
interest and provide an ample sink
ing fund for extinguishment of the 
principal.

"Where could the government re
coup this outlay? Well, the police 
force maintained in Ireland consists 
of about 14,000 men, and it costs 
£1.850,000 a year. It is a standing 
army of occupation. There is no 
earthly need of it. Ireland Is the 
least criminal country in the world. 
Is that what Sir Antony MacDon- 
nell told you? He is right. Broadly 
speaking, there is no crime in De- 
land. There is no stealing and no 
pilfering. We never lock our doors 
in this country. They are the ..most 
honest people in thé world. The only 
possible excuse for the maintenance 
of this standing army is becayte the 
landlords want them. They imagine 
they need protection.

"When we settle the land question 
arid abolish landlordism there will 
be no more need, reel or fanciful, 
for this useless army of constabul
ary. No one will want them. There 
will be nothing for them to do. 
There is very little now, beyond 
looking after a few tipsy people on 
market days and spying on mem
bers of Parliament and officers of 
the Irish League.

"Settle the land question and the 
constabulary army can be reduced 
to one-third or one-quarter its pre
sent dimensions. Bay it is reduced 
only one-half, and that saves ' over 
£600,000 a year, or enough to 
meet the interest and sinking fund

the government could get tit the 
problem,” was the reply. "Many of 
the landlords are heavily in debt. 
They are carrying mortgages or 
bonds on their estates and paying 
interest at the rate of 6, 6 or 7 
percent. Many landlords are so in- 
cumbered that with nominal in
comes of, say, £2,500 each, they 
have but £800 or1 £400 left they 
can call their own. If the govern
ment were to provide a scheme of 
purchase which should take up this 
paper and convert into stock bear
ing 8 or 81 per cent, interest, the 
money saved would go far toward 
defraying the cost of the margin 
which the government is to man
age as between the seller and the 
purchaser. The landlords should be 
pleased with such a project, because 
it solves their financial difficulties 
and gives them a certain rather than 
an uncertain income. Then creditors 
should be content, because in the 
conversion they would gain greater 
security in compensation for accept
ing a lower rate of interest. In this 
way, by simply lending its credit, 
the government could go very far 
toward reimbursing itself for what
ever outlay might be required. These 
two plans could be worked in com
bination, for in any scheme of land 
settlement the creditors of the pre
sent landlords must be reckoned

As to the condition of a number 
of the tenants whose farms are at 
present too small, Mr. O’Brien says:

T think the act should create a 
land department to deal with this 
question. It is a problem which 
pertains almost exclusively to this 
province of Connaught. In the other 
parts of Ireland a great majority of 
the tenants can get along with the 
land they now have. But in Con
naught there are 80,000 so-called 
farmers trying to live on four or 
five acres of poor land apiece. They 
could not exist at all did not some
thing like 20,000 of them migrate 
every summer to England or Scot
land to work in the harvest fields, 
sleeping in barns and suffering all 
sorts of privation that they may re
turn home with from £8 to £15 
each. These earnings, coupled with 
heroic self-denial, enable them and 
their families to eke through the 
winter.

"These brave, poor people must be 
given a chance. If the English and 
Scottish harvests were to fail star
vation would be their fate. Already 
they are menaced this year by fail
ure of the potato crop in some sec
tions, as on Archill Island.

"The government must make up 
its mind to face this problem. It 
must take the great areas of rich 
lands now devoted to cattle and 
turn them over to the people. Thou
sands of families must be transport
ed from the congested districts, 
where men and women and children 
swarm on wretched little patches, 
to the lands now held by the gra
ziers. The removals will give more 
land for those who are left behind. 
If the government is in earnest in 
its desire to solve the Irish problem 
it must put an end to the reproach 
which we have here in the West that 
where there is plenty of good land 
there are no people, and where the 
people are there Is no good land. 
The trouble Is not that there Is not 
enough land, for there is. The trou
ble is that the people were thirty or 
forty years ago forced off the fertile 
areas and jammed together upon the 
bogs in order to make room for cat
tle. Any government scheme that 
fails to deal, and deal on a big 
scale, with this phase of the prob
lem will be a failure."

Motes From the 
United States.

MONSIONOR FALCONIO. — The 
welcome accorded to Mondgner Fal- 
oonio, the new Apostolic Delegate to 
the United Btwtee, on his visit to 
the Catholic University at Washing
ton, was of an - enthusiastic charac
ter. In the course of his address 
Bishop Conaty, Hector of the Uni
versity, said:—There Is a special de
light for us in welcoming Your Ex
cellency, because ae a religious and 
a superior of religious, you have had 
years of experience in our country. 
We are not a little proud that while 
clothed with the highest authority of 
the Holy See among us, and exer
cising the fullest spiritual Jurisdic
tion, you are also a citizen of our 
Retfriblic and enjoy all Its political 
privileges. Then, again, as the so
ot the great St. Francis, your learn
ing end piety and gentleness com
mend you to all who know you. In 
our neighboring Canada your mis- 
sion an TUlnwntA has «1*11-

echolars of your Order who are iden
tified with the universities of the 
world and rank as saints of God. 
You will find among our Affiliated 
Colleges, the college of your breth
ren, and among our students the 
members of your beloved Order. I 
take it as a godti omen that you are 
here on our Patronal Feast, sharing 
with us the glory and the graces of 
this day. We remember with grati
fication that the dogma of the Im
maculate Conception found its fore
most champions among the sons of 
St. Francis. As Rector of the Uni
versity, and in the name of its trus
tees, Faculties, Affiliated Colleges, 
ecclesiastics, laymen, I welcome you 
among us as the Apostolic Delegate, 
the representative of Leo XIH. our

"That won’t do," said the priest. 
"He must have a piece right away" 
I've got to be back at the houee i„ 
two houre, but I'm not going back 
till I've Placed the boy, and you're 
going to help me."

The man was surprised at this po
sitive announcement from the priest! 
"Father Farley, you'd make a good 
politician," he said. "Send the young 
man down to-morrow morning and 
I'll put him at work."

The boy is now one of the most 
liberal ’contributors to ’the many 
charities of Archbishop Farley. Af
ter the announcement that the Pope 
had pfrotnoted the priest to succeed 
Archbishop Corrigan, the "boy" car* 
tied his compliments to the Arch, 
bishop and for the fiftieth time re.

illustrious Pontiff and beloved Fa- 1 ferred to the story of the place 
ther. We welcome you as the sue- ( which the priest bad found for him.
deesor of delegates who by their 
learning, piety, and kindly sympathy 
have won the deepest affection of our 
hearts."

In reply Monsignor Falconio said :
Your sentiments of attachment and 

gratitude towards the Supreme Pon
tiff for all that he has done for the 
welfare of this institution are a 
source of great consolation to me, 
and afford me the hope that the 
Catholics of America will appreciate 
the deep interest which the Holy Fa
ther has taken in promoting more 
and more, through this University, 
the higher culture of the youth of 
thie Republic, and that they will 
profit by it. Encouraged by the 
Supreme Pastor of the Church, and 
acting upon his wise counsels, the 
superiors will know how to govern 
with success, the professors how to 
teach with soundness of principles, 
and the students how to treasure up 
with confidence in their minds and 
in their hearts the precious teach
ings of science and religion, and to 
put them in practice. Attached as 
you are to the Supreme Pontiff, the 
infallible teacher of truth, I have no 
doubt that, Under his guidance, you 
will be able to work with success, 
and that the blessings I have men
tioned will form the happy inherit
ance of this institution.

THE HON. EDWARD BLAKE, M. 
P., and Mrs. Blake were amongst the 
gueets entertained by the Rector of 
the Catholic University at Washing
ton, on the occasion of the celebra
tion of the patronal feast of the in
stitution.

IRISH DELEGATES. — Senator 
Patterson, of Colorado, presided at 
the meeting held in Washington, to 
hear the Dish envoys, Messrs. Blake 
and Davitt. In introducing them he 
said:—

"I greet the two patriots, Michael 
Davitt and Edward Blake, the men 
who are so successfully bringing 
about a unity of Dish sentiment in 
America. The struggle in which 
they are engaged is not being accom
plished by carnage, but in humane 
ways. These men are fighting for 
Home Rule. What may we not ex
pect with an Dish Parliament meet
ing at Dublin, making laws for their 
fellow-men, providing for the educa
tion of the rising générations? I can 
now hear the hum of the wheels of 
industries and the joyful notes of a 
happy nation. Home Rule for (re- 
land is an inspiration in every Irish 
breast."

LESSONS AND EXAMPLES.— In 
a sketch of Mgr. Farley, the New 
York "Sun" says:—

Tales of the practical Christianity 
of the new Roman Catholic Arch
bishop of New York are spread over 
tiie long period of his priesthood in 
this city.

Priests who have been In daily 
touch with Mgr. Farley since hie 
ordination in 1870, and laymen who 
have been close to his work as pas
tor of St. Gabriel's in East Thirty- 
seventh street since 1884, know of 
the earnest and resultful labors for 
his churdh and for humanity. Rec
ognized by all New York as a man 
of gentleness and piety, he haa other 
diaradteristica that shine forth from 
time to time showing the aggressive, 
practical,, gainful mind.

He is a determined man, some 
times to the extent that ne might 
bo called a fighting man in hi» pur
suit of some beneficent object.

A story Is told of his early days 
In the pastorate of St. Gabriel’s. 
The death of the head of a family in 
Father Fariey s parish left the fam 
tiy with no source of income except 
a son, whose salary In a downtown 
office was so small that it would not 
go half way toward the maintenance 
of the house.

Father Farley knew the hoy to be 
unusually bright and well informed. 
He went down town one morning to 
find a better employment for the 
young man. Hie first call was at 
the office of a figure in the business 

with whom the prieet had a 
The buetneee man waa In 

■

"Sometimes when I read about the 
wickedness down in your Wall 
Street," said the Archbishop with a 
twinkle in his eye, "I wonder if i 
put you on the right road. At any 
rate, some of the money is going in 
the right direction."

Father Farley was summoned for 
a sick call one morning. He found 
a parishioner dying of a stroke of 
apoplexy. Knowing that the man 
was the only wage earner in tho fa
mily he made some inquiries of the 
wife and daughter to learn what pro
vision the dying breadwinner nad 
made for them. He was, the priest 
learned, a member of a mutual bene
fit association in which he had an 
insurance of $2.000. The latest as
sessment was overdue, and if not 
paid by noon the man was liable to 
suspensidn, in which event his fam
ily could not collect the money after 
his death.

The priest administered the sacra
ments for the dying. Wife and daugh
ter were in such a state of mind 
that they were indifferent for the 
time to the possibility of losing the 
insurance benefit.

The priest got the assessment slip, 
learned the address of the treasurer 
of the lodge add hurried into the 
street. On his way, the carriage of 
a wealthy man of his parish over
took him. As the priest spoke to 
him the mw.n stopped and at his 
motion the brougham wheeled up to 
the curb.

"Mx. A.," said the priest, "as you 
are travelling in that direction,

fini

might I ask you to set mo down at 
No.-------  street?"

The man was delighted to be of 
service to his pastor.

"And now another favor," said the 
priest, who had glanced at his old 
silver watch and found that 12 
o'clock was drawing near. "Don't 
abuse the horses, but may wo drive 
a little faster?"

The driver on the box was a mem
ber of the priest's congregation al
so, and the horses did travel.

Arrived at the office of the lodge 
secretary the priest went in, but lie 
came out a moment later Just a bit 
confused. In his haste in respond
ing to the sick call he had left the 
house without money.

"Mr. A.," said Father Farley, 
"you have been very good to bring 
me here. May I presume on your 
kindness to borrow $2 from you un
til this afternoon?"

The aJsessment was paid, and the 
priest returned the loan that after
noon, although the lender insisted 
that he did not want the money 
back.

That night the patient died, and 
thanks to the priest's practical min
istrations, the wife and daughter got
the insurance money.

While he was Auxiliary Bishop of 
New York, Bishop Farley wrote an 
article on a theological question for 
a review. The Bishop accepted the 
very liberal compensation of the 
magazine for the article. A literary 
man who had read it spoke of it to 
a mendier of the Bishop's household.

"It is a splendid argument," said 
the man. "It is sure to bear fruit."

"It has borne fruit," said the 
priest. "It has bought breeches and 
shoes fpr a lot of youngsters who 
couldn’t go to school in their rags."

Personal gifts of money to the 
Bishop from time to time always 
went to hie charities. His church, 
in the heart of the East Side, em
braces a lot of rich people, but a 
great many more very poor ones.

A politician went to see Father 
Farley at the^ priest’s house in the 
middle of a close local campaign. 
The priest's pastorate extended over 
his political field, and the politician 
wanted his help with the parish.

"If you help me and I win," said 
the politician, "Ill give $500 to the 
poor of your parish."

"They do need money," 
priest in his mildest voice, 
don’t need it that badly."

"but they
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THE murphy ESTATE. - The 
last few weeks have brought inci-
ÎT n !"'reaChing lmPortantee to 
light on the Associated Estates A

Cpallf Costello, lately returned 
from England, over the heads of the 
te™n,tf took UP the herding of Sil- 
verfleld farm for Mr. Murphy given

ZnZT* “0,rtha ^o by Henry ^ mw rMigned hi" Position 
os bailiff on the estate out of sym
pathy with the tenants' claims. His 
action in so doing caused much pop
ular feeling. Costello has two cML 
tfren going to Lisaoul school, and 
their appearance was the signal for 
the desertion of the school by the 
entire children of the district. The 
sole occupants of the building for 
days past have been Costello's chil
dren and the police protecting them 
Every day patrols of police sur
round Costello's house, and nightly 
ten policemen are stationed there 
for his protection. The doors of 
Costello's house remain continually 
open night and day, and policemen 
fully armed can be seen on the 
prowl for any outrage. Lights burn 
through the night in and around the 
house, and everywhere, in the fields 
and on the roadways about, maV 
be met policemen by the dozen. The 
district has not bebn so excited 
within the memory of the oldest in
habitant, and it is believed the Mur
phy evictions, if proceeded with, 
will bring to light a state of affairs 
of which the above incident is a 
sample. The tenants remain firm 
to a man, and every preparation is 
being made to continue the struggle. 
Murphy has consented to forgive 
half costs, but the offer has been re
fused by the tenants. Father Cum
mings, who has succeeded Father 
White in the parish, the latter being 
away in America, has undertaken to 
endeavor to effect a settlement with 
Mr. Murphy. During the week, Mr. 
Walter Wellman of “Chicago Record 
and Herald," visited the property, 
accompanied by Mr. Denis Johnston 
They were followed everywhere by 
police, who shade wed them all the 
way to Ballyhaimis. Police activity 
is re-commenced, and everywhere Mr 
Johnston goes he is followed by 
two, and sometimes by six, * 
constables and a notetaker.

Mr. Flanagan, agent for Lord» De 
Freyne, has, it seems, told a friend 
of his that rents are not being paid 
this year, and the rent offices held in 
Frcndhpark have, up to the present, 
bad no attendance of the people. 
The Denis O'Connor tenants, who 
are also portion of the Associated 
Estates, have been again threatened 
with proceedings. The landlord in 
question offered the estate to the 
Congested Districts Board, and th. \ 
refused to buy. The tenants would 
as soon purchase on the ordinary 
Land Commission sale. On the 
whole, the people expect a lively 
winter on the Associated Estates.

Lord De Freyne's emergencymen 
continue to dig the potatoes from 
the evicted farms. The oats and 
other crops have already been cart
ed away to Frenchpark demesne. 
Carts, with potatoes and other 
crops, may be met daily, protected 
by armed police, wedding their way 
through the dreary bogland roads, 
conveying to Lord De Freyne's de
mesne the crops which the tenants 
sowed and raised. The trustees, 
eisted by Mr. Johnston, are doing 
everything possible for the poor 
people.

Directory United Irish League.

Dublin, Dec. 6, 1902.

THE EDUCATION BILL. — Mr. 
John Redmond, M.P., Chairman of 
the Irish party, has published the 
following letter which he has ad- 
dressed to the members of the Irish 
Party:—

Dublin, 29th Nqv., 1902.

My Dear Sir.—I have noted with 
deep concern that the action of the 
members of the Irish Party in re
maining in Ireland during the clos
ing stages of the English Education 
Bill has been misunderstood by very 
many sincere friends of the National 
■cause, and especially by the Irish 
Bishops, who, of course, on a ques
tion of this kind, have a special 
right to have their views listened 
to with the deepest respect.
I pay no attention to the utter

ances of those who are well known 
enemies of the present movement 
and Party, and who are manifestly 
using the present situation, not in 
the interest of Catholic Education, 
but in the interest of disruption and 
dissension.

It may be well to record the fact 
that on the Second Reading of this 
Bill, and during the very many 
weary weeks of the Committee 
Stage, up to August last,' when the 
Bill might be held to be in real jeo
pardy, the Party remained in Lon
don, at great sacrifice, and voted 
solidly for the measure, though 
those members of Parliament who 
now clamour about their interest in 
Catholic Education remained al
most entirely absent. When the au
tumn session came round, we con
vinced ourselves that the cause of 
the Catholic schools in England- 
could not be jeopardized by our ab
sence, and that the interests of the 
Irieh cause imperatively required 
our presence in Ireland. We never 
were for an instant indifferent to 
the interests of Catholic education 
or to the views and opinions of the 
Irish hierarchy, and always contem
plated the possibility of a contin
gency arising when ft. would be our 
duty to return to Westminster.

When I returned from America I 
anxiously considered whether we 
could gain anything by then resum
ing attendance to the House of 
Commons, and I was forced to the 
conclusion that all we could do 
would be to swell an already enorm
ous G-ovemment majority in favor 
of the clauses of the Bill which were 
in no danger whatever, or else to 
vote now and again with Lord Hugh 
Cecil, in ridiculous minorities, 
gainst proposals upon which, by 
coalition of both sides of the 
House, the Government had major
ities of from 200 to 300. If the 
Bill has been In any degree weaken
ed from a Catholic point of View, 
which I doubt, the blame foft this 
cannot be placed upon the Irish 
Party.

the return—in Ireland in the Sep
tember quarter this year was 53, the 
County Roscommon alone account
ing for 18 of the cases. Of tenants 
converted into caretakers under the 
eviction-made-easy clause of the Act 
of 1887, the total for the September 
quarter was 848, as compared with 
987 for the June quarter, and 586 
for the quarter ended in March. Cu
riously enough, Ulster has nearly 
one-half of all the eviction-made- 
easy notices for the September quar
ter to its credit. The number for 
the provinces are—Ulster, 885; 
Leinster, 158; Connaught, 188; and 
Munstér, 117. In Difblin County 
there were only three of these m>- 
tices, in Meath there were five, in 
Waterford six, and in Queen's Coun
ty nine.

The facts of the proposition now 
are, that the Bill has passed through 
the Report Stage in the House of 
Commons. Its only remaining dan
ger is in the House of Lords. It is 
possible, though not, in my opin
ion, probable, that it may be in
jured in the House of Lords, or, on 
the other hand, some improvements, 
from our point of view, may be 
made in its provisions. In either 
case, the presence of the Irish mem
bers in the House of Commons, when 
the measure returns to that Assem
bly, may be of real importance.

For these reasons, and in defer
ence to the strong views expressed 
by the Irish hierarchy on a subject 
upon whldh they have a special right 
to speak with authority, I have to 
request you to hold yourself in 
readiness to come to London imme
diately should you receive a tele
graphic whip, which will be sent to 
you should the contingency I have 
mentioned arise.

THE POLICE RETIRE.— A veiy 
large and enthusiastic meeting of 
the members of the Dungarvan 
branch of the United Irish League 
was held in the Town Hall, Dungar
van, Dec let. Mr. John M'Carthy 
occupded the chair. As the crowd 
were coming into the hall there came 
with the people three members of the 
police force—Sergeant Devereux and 
Constables Forde and Connell.

The Chairman said:—This is not 
public meeting, and 1 will kindly 
ask the police to withdraw.

Sergeant Devereux—It is a public 
meeting.

Chairman—It is not a public meet
ing. It is held inside.

Mr. Sheehan—I might say that this 
building is private property, and the 
police have no right to be present 
once they are asked to withdraw 
(applause). I tell them it is their 
duty to withdraw, and that they 
must withdraw (applause). You have 
no right to be here, and you must 
leave.

Sergeant Devereux—I have a right 
to be here, as it is announced to. be 
a public meeting.

Mr. Thomas Power, Chairman of 
the Urban Council, said:—As Chair
man of the Urban Council, in whose 
authority this building is absolutely 
vested, I say it is the property of 
the ratepayers of the town, and I 
join my voice with the chairman an*d 
Mr. Sheehan in asking them to re
tire. If we were holding this meet
ing in the Courthouse, perhaps then 
the constabulary would have a right 
to attend; but this is the absolute 
property of the people of the town 
and I, as representing the Urban 
Council, in whom this building is 
absolutely vested, ask the police to 
withdraw.

Sergeant Devereux—I withdraw un
der these conditions.

The police then left the room amid 
a tremendous amount of cheering.

Stirring addresses were delivered 
by Mr. D. D. Sheehan, M.P.; Mr. 
Rice, Mr. Eklmond M’Carthy, U. I).
C.; Mr. J. Power, C.U.D.C., etc.

congratulating them on that fact.
At the request of the Crown,__

hearing of the King v. Kilbride was 
fixed for Monday next, at

Sligo, 2nd December.—To-day 
eleven o'clock the Connaught winter 
Assizes were opened before the Hon. 
Mr. Justice Wright. In addressing 
the Grand Jury, His Lordship said 
there appeared to be a general de
crease in crime of all classes, and in 
specially reported cases in Leitrim, 
Sigo, Mayo, Roscommon, and the 
West Riding of Galway; but in the 
East Riding of Galway there was an 
increase in specially reported cases 
from 14 to 22, and all these were 
of a nature that tended to intimid
ate people from doing what they had 
a legal right to do. There was one 
case from Sigo, ten from Galway, 
six from Leitrim, three from Mayo 
anti two from Roscommon.

Cork, 2nd December.—The Munster 
winter Assizes were opened this 
morning by Mr. Justice Barton.

Addressing the Grand Jury, His 
Lordship said that there were forty 
cases waiting for trial, and, with 
the exception of the North Riding of 
Tipperary, there appeared to be 
some improvement in the remainder 
of the area covered by the winter 

seizes.-
All the judges are again acknow

ledging crimeless Ireland. The only 
big case for trial at the present As
sizes is one brought bÿ the Govern
ment against the Unionist Studderts 
for alleged frauds on the taxpayers, 
And a new batch of Coercion prose
cutions are announced this week!

Noies From Scotland.

I remain, etc.,
JOHN B. REDMOND.
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A LANDLORD OAVES IN.— Hie 
notice given to claimants anti in
cumbrancers on the Marquis of Ely's 
estates in Wexford and Fermanagh 
that the owner has himself present
ed a petition in the Land Judjge’s 
Court for their sale, is a remarkable 
sign of the times. There are nearly 
seventeen hundred tenants on these 
estates, who, it is to be assured, 
will have the opportunity of making 
an offer for their farms to the 
Court. Whether, under Mr. Justice 
Ross's aegis, they will be able to 
come to terms with their landlord 
is, of course, somewhat doubtful. 
But that one of the oldest anti larg
est owners of land in Irelarid should 
voluntarily pbt his estate into the 
court may be taken as indicative of 
the feelings of those Irish landlords 
who have no coal fields in England 

to the proper settlement of the 
Irish land question.

EVICTION ROLL - Accord- 
the Parliamentary return i«- 

..................  . the total

A LIMERICK CASE, Abbeyfeale, 
December 1st.—At a large meeting 
of the local branch of the United 
Irish League on Suriday the follow
ing resolution of thanks to the 
chairman, Rev. Father Casey, P.P., 
was passed, amidst cheers:—“That 
we congratulate our reverend and 
patriotic chairman on the successful 
result of his efforts in bringing the 
Ellis tenants' fight to a successful 
issue. We are deeply grateful to him 
for his disinterested exertions on be
half of the farmers of this parish, 
whom he has succeeded in putting in 
fee-simple possession of the lands 
they till. We wish him every Happi
ness and long life to enjoy the plea
sure which the remembrance of his 
useful lifework must in future bring 
him."

Rev. Father Ambrose, C.C., an
nounced that the dispute between 
Mr. Cahill, landlord, Mounteelli ns, 
arid Mr. Sheehan, hie tenant, at pre
sent undergoing imprisonment in 
Tralee Jail, and which had been left 
to the arbitration of three priests, 
was settled. Mr. Sheehan's Coer
cion sentence had been confirmed, 
with the exception of the hard labor 
portion, by Judge Adams.

Under the terms of settlement Mr, 
Sheehan is to get back the two acres 
in dispute and on payment of <14 
in lieu of £32 due, he is to receive 
a clear receipt to September last. 
Mr. Cahill to have a right to turb
ary on the holding. Father Ambrose 
said Mr. Harris and Mr. Sheehan 
were in excellent health.

CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION. — 
The members and friends of the 
Catholic Caledonian Association 
held, under the most distinguished 
patronage, their 26th annual reunion 
in the Glasgow Waterloo rooms re
cently, when there was a crowded 
anti most enthusiastic gathering. 
The chair was occupied by the Very 
Rev. Lord Archibald Canon Douglas, 
who delivered a spirited address, full 
of Catholic and patriotic sentiment, 
in classic keeping with the notable 
occasion which brought together un
der the association’s auspices the 
members of the Scottish Hierarchy, 
the Catholic nobility, and common
ers of the land. After tea, Mr. John 
Stuart read the annual report, which 
gave a concise account of the good 
the association ha!d achieved in the 
way of charity and mutual self-help 
during the past twelve months. Dur
ing an interval of the superior 
Scotch Concert which followed Lord 
Archibald Douglas’ address, Arch
bishop Maguire delivered a telling 
anti characteristic speech, which call
ed forth great enthusiasm.
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CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR
Holiday Excursion Rates,

SINGLE
Going Dec. 24 and 25.

1902.
Going Dec. 21.1902, and Jan. 1,1903 
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FIRST-CLASS FARE.
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For further particulars apply at
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1ST St James Street Telephones Main 4604 

and Bi a iventure Station .

CHRISTMAS
In wreath, of full 10 yards 

only 20 cents per wreath.
40,000 yards of the finest Evergreen 

wreathing. In lull measured 
wreaths, 10 yards each, only a 
cents per yard.

FRASER, VIOER * CO.

FLORIDA 6RAPR FRUIT.
Fresh Shipments Just to Hand.

Mammoths,
Superlatives. ' 

and Queen
Florida Shaddocks, Mammoths,

The Golden Eagle Brand, Health, 
ful and delicious, 25 cents each 
$2.75 per dozen.

Florida Shaddocks, “Superlatives/S 
The Golden Eagle Brand, 20 cents 
each, $2.00 per dozen.

Florida Shaddocks, “Queen’s, 
cents each, $1.50 per dozen.
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Fraternal Societies.

CATHOLIC TRUTH SOCIETY. — 
The annual diocesan meeting of the 
Catholic TYuth Society of Scotland 
was held on Tuesday evening of last 
week in the Oddfellows' Hall, For
rest road, Edinburgh, when there 

el record attendance of mem
bers and friends, the best gathering 
at the yearly meeting ever held in 
Edinburgh since the society was in
stituted. The proceedings consisted 
of a vigorous address in defence of 
Catholic truth by Archbishop Smith 
who presided, an admirably sustain
ed concert and elocutionary enter
tainment followed.

At the regular meeting of Div. No 
A.O.H., the following officers were 

elected for the ensuing term: Presi 
dent, W. D. Guilfoyle; vice-president, 
Jas. Enright; recording-secretary 
Jas. Brophy, 33 St. Margaret St. 
financial secretary, H. Tracy; treas
urer, C. H. Dockum; Standing Com
mittee, chairman, M. Duffy; senti
nel, J. P. McCool; sergeant-at-arms, 
J. L. DeVine; marshal, D. Maloney; 
Finance Committee, J. McNichol, M. 
Tracy, J. Enright, J. L. Devine, D. 
Maloney; Literary Committee, chair
man, J. L. Devine, C. H. Dockuiu, 
M. Duffy, M. Tracy, J. Brophy. J 
O’Brien of No. 8 Division, and D. 
Maloney, acted as scrutineers.

Speeches were made by J. O'Brien, 
the visiting* Brother, and several of 
the members of the Division. After 
the meeting a friendly game of 
euchre was played amongst the mem
bers.

CHRISTMAS BELLS.

mmm
words of ,

v

IRISH WINTER ASSIZES, Mary
borough, Dec, 1st.—Judge Kenny
opened the Leinster Assizes here to
day. Addressing the Grand Jury, 
he said that the Assize embraced 13 
counties, from which there were 28 

Of those, only two were of a 
serious character. One involved a 
charge of murder, arid In the other 
Denis Kilbride, ex-M.P., was charged 
with inciting to murder, in a speech 
delivered by him in Westmeath. Since 
the summer Assizes the number of 
specially reported cases was 162, 
which represented an increase of on
ly nine over the corresponding pe
riod of last year. The several coun- 

n ponrcsbla end orderly 
Planaire In
vfifv :

I love to hear the joy belle ring.
As they peal out far and near. 
Which tells the world at midnight’s

Tliat the birth of the Christ is here.

Like the angels’ Gloria sung of old, 
In that far-off Eastern clime,
That to listening shepherds told.
Of the coming of Christmas time.

In every land doth joy abound.
And the children carols sing.
The hymns their fathers sang of old. 
Greeting the birth of the King.

Round many hearths are the stock
ings hung.

While the children wait with glee 
For the cpming of old Santa Claus, 
And the gleam of the Christmas tree.

Round every ingle friends unite
And in the Yule-log’s glow
They talk of those, once blithe with

In the Christmas long ago.

The midnight stars light up, the st 
And the Christmas lights clear 

shine
As on every side do men rejoice 
At the birth of the Babe Divine.

So Merry Christmas may it be, 
mortals one and all,

As tunefully from every tone.
The bells of Yule-tide call,

J. A. 8.

...iilpsF

CHRISTMAS MUSIC.
THE "GESU”—The Christmas mu

sical services at the Church of the 
“Gesu” will be rendered by a choir 
of 100 voices, under the direction of 
tile Rev. Father G arceau, S. J. The 
soprano and alto parts sung by spe
cially selected children’s voices tak
en from among the students of St. 
Mary’s College.

The powerful new organ presided 
over by Mr. Arthur Le tond al, will 
be suftdemented by an orchestra of 
string instruments. The music sung 
at Midnight Mass will be repeated 
at,-Grand Mass at 10 o’clock on 
Christmas Day.

On Sunday evening, Dec. 28th, 
the Christmas Benediction will be 
sung at 8 p.m., the programme of 
which is given below:—

MIDNIGHT MASS.—Prelude. -
Gloire au Trea-Haut," (Ht time In 

Canada), barytone solo and chorue, 
Heidel, orchestra and organ; Kyrio, 
Gloria arid Crddo, "First Maes," 
Haydn; Offertory, —Adeste Fidelee," 
Difbole; Sanctue and Agnus, "Messe 
Solennelle'" (St. Cecilia) Gounod; 
second Mass, Christmas Carols, soli 
and chorus.

BENEDICTION.—"Cor Jesu," solo 
and chorus, Mendelssohn, orchestra 
and organ; "Sanetoe," "Hesse Sol
ennelle" (St. Cecilia), Gounod, 
tenor solo, chorus; ■ ‘Bencdictus,” 
'Messe Solennelle," (St. Crcilla), 

Gounod, tenor, solo and chorus;
Adeste Fideles." soli and chorus. 

Dubois; "Tantum Ergo.” solo and 
chorus, MsndelssohIL

IPPIES, APPLES. APPLES.
Selected No. 1. "Gravcnstein" A)*, 

pies; Selected No. 1. "King" Apples, 
from the Annapolis Valley, Nova 
Scotia.

Wo have reserved a few barrels 
each of choice specially selected 
"Gravcnstein" and "King" Apples 
for our Christmas trade.

Selected No. 1, “Gravensteins,"
85 cents per large basket.
$5.25 per barrel.

Selected No. 1, “Kings,"
95 cents per large basket.
$5.75 per barrel.

Choice Almeria Grapes in Kegs.
Only 20 cents per pound.
$7.50 per Keg.

FRASER, VIGER A CO.

JUST IF TIME FOR 
OUR CHRISTMAS TRADE

100 Cases Finest Extra Quality 
CALIFORNIA TABLE FRUITS 

In Cans and Glass Jars.

The “ J. H Flleklnger” Brand 
lOOS t’aek.

In Quart Glass Jars.

In 8 lb. full weight. Cans.
In 2 lb. Cans.

Here

The “i.H. Fllckli g ir ’• Fruits 
lu Snarl Glass Jan,

Per
Per Doz. 

Jnr. Jan.'
"White Royal Anne”

Cherries ............................
Moor Park” Apricots . 

Sliced Apricots for
Cream ................................

Peeled Apricots for
Cream ................................  80c

Lemon Cling Peaches ... 76c 
Sliced Lemon Cling

Peaches ............................. 80c
Bartlett Pears ... ............  80c
Greengage Plums ............. 76c
Egg Plums .........   76c

80c *9.00 
76c 8.60

80c 9.00

80c 9.0d
76c 8.60

Tke“J H Flick loger’ 
In S lb. came,

Frails

Per
Per Doe.

Can. Cana.
Apricots, "Moor Park”. 40c •4.50
Apricots, Hemskirk ........ 40c 4.50
Apricots, Peeled for

40c
Cherries, "White Royal

Anne"................................ 45c Boo
Pluma, "Greengage” 40c 4.60
Plums, “Egg" ... ............ 40c 4.60
Peaches, "Yellow Craw-

ford".................................. 46c 5.00
The 'J. m. Flleklager ••

Traita,la Mat <
Cherries, "White Royal

Anne,”.
Apricots, "Sliced for

Cream”
Apricots, "Pealed for

Cream”
Peaches, "Yellow 1Craw-

ford”,..
Peaches,
Pearbee.

Cling”..........................
Plume, "Greengage” 
Pears, “Bartlett" ...

•8.00

80c 8.00

80c 8.00

8.00
8.00'Lemon Cling"

'Sliced Lemon
.......................... 80c 8.00

Oc 3.00 
)c 8.00 

We unhesitatingly recommend the 
"J. H. Fllckinger" Brand of Cali
fornia Table Fruits, as the very fin
est possible to procure.

»7.: * 3" St
Haras



Interests and Occupations.
ringing laughter will make music In 
your heart, not for to-day alone, but 
in years from now when to-day's pri
vilege of making them happy will no 
longer be yours.

"Written for “ THE T FLU 333 WITNESS.

And in the midst of your happi
ness, as you look round on your 
darlings gathered about you, and 
your heart goes out in gratitude to 
God for His unspeakable goodness 
to you, be not unmindful of the 
poor little motherless waifs, for 
whom Christmas is but a name. You 
surely know of such, for, unhappily, 
they are to be found everywhere. 
Seek out some of these and teach 
your dhildren the sacred duty as 
well as the joy of sharing their 
blessings with those less favored.

And when the day is done, and

etfgerly sought, as the possession of ] Boil fifteen or twenty minutes. Add
. -V __ill. 1__- * ■ 4 — * ». small lodannnnfnl nf onHm . 1 — a.a branch with berries is supposed to 

ensure a year of prosperity.
Mistletoe, which was much vener

ated in the ancient rudical days, has 
also figured conspicuously in Christ
mas decoration, and in parte of thé' 
country the tradition is still honor
ed by which a young man has the 
privilege of kissing a maiden caught 
standing under the mistletoe.

The Carol singers, toq, have held 
their place in the Christmas festivi
ties from time immemorial, at least 
in the old countries; the practice 
never tilftaiueil to ouy ox tout with 
Us. A pretty variation of this old 
custom prevails in some of the pro
vinces of France, where, at every 
house, the singers demand admis
sion, which is never denied. When

you He down to rest, it will be with 1 the door has been thrown open, they
. ... ____ rro nrlmrthe blessed consciousness that you 
have done your part towards mak
ing for your dear ones a Christmas, 
the recollection of which must shed 
a purifying influence over all their 
after lives.

SOME

OLD

CHRISTMAS

CUSTOMS.

enter the kitchen, and gathering 
about the fire, finish the carol begun 
on the street. Then each presents 
his basket to the housewife with a 
petition for a donation from the 
Christmas supplies. The delicacies, 
thus procured, go to provide a feast 
for the poor on Christmas Day.

teaspoonful of soda; let | 
moment or so, and thenstand a 

strain.
Thicken one quart of milk with a 

large tableepoonful of cornstarch. 
Boil ten minutes, stirring all the 
time. Season with salt and pepper; 
add a heaping tablespoonful of but
ter and the mixture of tomatoes. 
Allow the whole to become thor
oughly heated but not to boil.

THE CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS.

In the ghostly light I'm sitting mus
ing of long dead Decembers,

While the fire-clad shapes are flit
ting in and out along the em-

On my hearthstone in mad races, 
and I marvel, for in seeming 

I. can dimly see the faces and the 
scenes of which I'm dreaming.

O golden Christmas days of yore!
In sweet anticipation 

I lived their loys for days before 
Their glorious realization;

And on the dawn 
Of Christmas morn 

My childish heart was knocking 
A wild tat too,
As t 'would breax through.

As I unhung my stocking.

THE

MOTHER'S

PART

IN

CHRIS'

FESTTVT

i^MAS X 

rITIB8/

Each simple gift that came to hand, 
How marvellous I thought it!

A treasure straight from wonder-

For Santa Claus had brought it, 
And at my cries,

■vOf glad surprise,
The others all came flocking 

To share my glee 
And view with me 

The contents of the stocking.

sped—I left each well-loved 
scene

In Northern wilds to roam,
Arid, there, 'mid tossing pine trees 

green,
I made myself a home.

We numbered three.
And blithe were we.

At adverse fortune mocking,
And Christmastide 
By our fireside.

Pound hung the baby’s stocking.

Alas! within our home to-night'' 
No sweet young voice is ringing, 

Antt through the silent room» n< 
light.

Free childish step is springing. 
The wild winds rave 
O'er baby's grave 

Where plumy pines are rocking 
And crossed at rest 
On marble breast,

The hands that filled my stocking.

With misty eyes but steady hand, 
I raise my Christmas chalice: 

Here's to the children of the land 
In cabin or in palace;

May each one hold 
The kay of gold.

The gates of glee unlocking.
‘

Of all the days in the year Christ
mas is pre-eminently the children’s 
days. To all. indeed, both old and 
young, it is dear and welcome, but 
with us who have outlived the 
dreams of childhood, it is essential
ly a day of retrospects Each recur
rence of the glad feast comes to us 
freighted with memories of tne pest, 
memories of joyous Christmas Eves 
when, nestling close to mother, we 
listened in awe and Childish wonder
ment to the story of the first Christ
mas night in Bethlehem, of the cc- 
stacy of anticipation that filled our 
beasts as we lay down to dream of 
the morrow with mother's good
night kiss like a benediction on our 
sleep; memories of long-drawn-out 
Christmas dawns when our eager 
eyes strained through the semi-dark
ness to catch a glimpse of the stock
ings by the chimney, as we lay, 
waiting with consuming impatience 
for the daylight, and when morning 
broke at last, the wild rush to see 
what Santa Claus had brought 
memories of the walk to church 
through the crisp, shimmering morn
ing, the incense, the music, the 
countless quivering lights the sol-

member it In the years to come.
Now, making Christmas happy 

time for the little ones does not 
mean the buying of expensive toys 
with the money which, in many 
cases, is needed for absolute neces
sities, nor plying them to repletion 
with sweet meats and dainties, 
which treatment tends to make them 
sensual and selfish, to say nothing of 
its present ill effects dn their 
health. They should, by 'nà means, 
be allowed to imbibe the idea that 
Christmas is merely a time of extra 
fun . and self-indulgence. The full 
and beautiful meaning of the feast 
ought to be impressed upon them, 
and its sacred story of love and sa
crifice and Divine humiliation taught 
them in such a way as to engage 
the sympathy of their childish 
hearts.

Toys and confections are, indeed, 
part of the Christmas programme 
and altogether indispensible, but it 
is necessary to exercise prudence in 
their purtihase. Of the latter none 
but the very best should be procur
ed, and they dispensed in modera
tion. In the selection of playthings, 
in order that they may afford real 
pleasure and be thoroughly appre
ciated, it is always well to be guid
ed by the particular bent you have 
observed in each of the children for 
whom they are intended, and they 
should be of a character to with
stand, for a reasonable time at 
least, the hard usage, to which 
they are likely to be subjected. Toys, 
too expensive or too fragile to be 
used in ordinary play are, especially 
with people of limited means a pur
poseless and unpardonable extra
vagance.

It should be borne in mind above 
all that there can be no really hap
py Christmas for children exeept in 
a home where peace and love reign 
supreme, where perfect harmony does

Of the many old Christmas cus
toms that have been handed down 
to us, the dearest to the Catholic 
heart at least, is that of which we 
commonly speak as "The Crib of 
Bethlehem." The origin of this beau
tiful practice is ascribed to St. 
Francis of4 Assisi. A sweet story is 
told of the Christmas night, when 
for the first time the Crib, with its 
tiny, recumbent figure, representa
tive of the Holy Child, was exposed 
to inspire the piety of the faithful. 
St. Francis, himself, celebrated the 
Divine Sacrifice, but when we would 
have spoken to the people of the su
blime Mystery they had come to 
honor, only one word would come to 
his lips and over and over again he 
whispered it—the sweet. Name of Je
sus. And, presently, as he stood 
before them, the tears streaming 
over his face, the shepherds and the 
poor mountaineers beheld the Di
vine Child Himself lying in the arms 
of the saint, clasped in an ecstacy 
of love to his gentle heart. From 
that time forth he spoke of the 
world's Redeemer always as " the 
Babe of Bethlehem."

emn ceremonial, and through all 
and above all appealing to cur child- I not prevail amongst the elder mem- 
ish hearts, the dear little figure on i here of the family the dispositions
its bed of straw beneath the canopy 
of evergrees. Then the long aftir- 
noon arid evening over our now trea
sures, studying, exhibiting, experi
menting, discovering every moment 
some new wonder. How glorious it 
all was, how terider, and pum, nml 
holy!; O, thank God for the Christ
mas days of our childhood! Thans 
God for the sanctifying'halo their 
memory has spread through all th* 
intervening years!

But we are men and women i-ow 
struggling with Life's responsibili
ties, and with the recognition of the 
blessing the remembrance of iho®e 
far-off golden days has been to us. 
comes the realisation of our niffy to 
the children growing up about us 
It Is to the mother that this lesson 
should come home with especial 
force, teaching her the pert it will 
be hers to play in the coming f«p 
yities, for upon her dep. nds in p.rc 

bat Christ roes will U* 
be|* /jhlktrcn,, and how tfiey *£$

and tempers of the children must 
suffer accordingly. If you love your 
children, then, your great object 
rihould be to create a bright and 
healthy atmosphere in the home, and 
this not for one day onfy, but all 
the year round. But on this day, of 
all others, you should guara jeal
ously that not the tiniest rhadow be 
allowed to cloud one moment of the 
day's happiness for the little ones.

I/east of all should you yorirself be 
the one to put a damper on their 
Innocent mirth. Let them have their 
merry fling. Don't try to hush the 
noise or say it makes your head
ache. Years hence when they have 
grown up and gone out Into the 
world and left you by your fireside 
alone, your heart will ache for the 
lack of If. Ifinter, you, fully into 
the spirit of the gracious season

The Christmas Tree and the burn
ing of the Yule Log with others of 
the old customs that have come 
down to us through the centuries, 
seem to have had their origin am
ongst the nations of the North. 
They are, in all probability, a sur
vival of the ancient Yule festival, 
which in pre-Christian times was 
held at the winter solstice. At this 
feast fir trees, lyrical of the great 
"Celestial Light Tree," as the peo
ple of the North designated the sun, 
were profusely adorned with sym
bolic animals and covered with 
lights to signify that the god of 
light was about to reassert his su
premacy in the winter sky. When, 
in course of time,v paganism gave 
place to Christianity and the Yule 
to the Christmas celebration, the 
evergreen still retained its place in 
the festivities and the lights Uipon 
it came to be emblematic of the 
Light, which, radiating from Beth
lehem, has shed its glory over the 
whole earth. From Norway and 
Sweden the Christmas Tree and the 
Yule Log found their • way into other 
European coim tries and into Eng
land, where they became very popu
lar features of the Christmas merry
making. The Yule Log, which was 
usually the root of an immense tree, 
was brought in with much noise and 
jollification, placed in the fireplace 
and lighted with a brand saved from 
last year's yule log. It was sup
posed to bum from sunset Christ
mas Eve till sunset Christmas Day, 
and if, between these hours, the fire 
wfcnt out, it was considered ominous 
of ill luck for the coming year.

HELPS

IN

BUYING

CHRISTMAS

GIFTS.

ROAST TURKEY.—Singe and 
draw the turkey, then clean well in
side and out with a dry towel. 
Truss, and place in an oven, hot 
enough to brown quickly. Let the 
oven cool slightly for the rest of the 
time required for the baking, Which, 
for an ordinary sized bird, will be 
about two hours. Baste often. Be
fore removing from the oven dust 
with salt and pepper.

It is asserted by many good cooks 
that the turkey is better served un
stuffed, as the stuffing absorbs the 
juice of the meat and changes its 
flavor. But there are those again 
who would not think of bringing the 
Christmas turkey to the table with
out it, and for their benefit we add 
a chestnut stuffing which is much to 
be preferred to bread.

Chestnut Stuffing.—Shell, blanche 
and boil two quarts of common 
chestnuts, or one quart of Spanish 
chestnuts. When tender, drain and 
mash. Add a tablespoonful of but
ter, a teaspoonful of salt and a 
saltopoonful of pepper. Mix nil well 
together.

new book,

The practice of decorating the 
house with holly and other ever
greens is also of great antiquity. By 
some it is believed to have had its 
origin in an old Tuscan custom of 
hanging the interior of dwellings 
with evergreens to entice the sylvan 
spirits into shelter from the incle
mency of the weather. Many super
stitions are connected with the use 
of holly, especially in England. In 
some parts it was considered un
lucky to have It brought into the 
house before Christmas Eve. In sev
eral of the rural districts there was 
a popular belief that according as 
the Christmas holly was rough or 
smooth the husband or wife should 
hold the reins of

For those, who are not hampered 
in the purchasing of their Christ
mas presents by the consideration of 
expense, no suggestion is necessary. 
The furrier, the jeweller, the book
seller, the picture dealer and the 
dry goods merchant, all present in 
endless array, beautiful an appropri
ate things, from which it should not 
be difficult to make a choice. But for 
the girl who must make a little mo
ney go a long way, it is more of a 
problem; still, even for her there is a 
wide range of pretty and suitable 
articles which gives scope for the 
exercise of taste and judgment . From 
the almost endless list we will pick 
out a few by way of suggestion.

For a gentleman—A fancy necktie, 
a whisk holder, a tobacco poudh, a 
cigar case, a laundry bag, a match 
safe, an ink blotter, a penwiper, 
fancy pencil, a diary, 
etc.

For a lady, a pair of gloves, a 
pretty hat pin, a purse, a fancy rib
bon, a silver thimble, a dainty bit 
of china, a photograph frame, a 
pretty doiley, or any of the numer
ous toilet knick knacks so necessary 
to the dressing’ table. Then there 
are the many pretty things in sil
ver and pearl and silver and ebony, 
from which dainty and inexpensive 
gifts may be chosen for either a lady 
or gentleman.

And now, just a word about 
Christmas giving. It would be a 
pity that the time-honored practice 
of remembering friends with a token 
of affection on Christmas morning 
Should be allowed to develop into 
an abuse, as it sometimes threatens 
to do. None but worthy motives 
should ever prompt the making of 
any present. Giving extravagantly 
in order not to be behind others, 
who, perhaps, have heavier purses, 
arid giving in the expectation of re
ceiving in return, are simply forms 
of vulgarity, which detract from the 
dharacter of the giver, and in no 
wise compliment the receiver. It is 
a wise rule to make never to give 
with the hand a gift the heart does 
not sanction. Choose your presents 
carefully, and with due considera
tion for the position and tastes of 
those for whom they are intended. 
Let them be dainty and expressive 
Do not give beyond your means. Re
member an over-expensive object is 
more apt to be criticized than appre
ciated. Gifts are not prized, at 
least not by right thinking people, 
for their "face" value, but for the 
love which prompted them. Do not, 
therefore, be afraid or ashamed to 
give a trifle, especially to one whom 
you know to have more money to 
spend than you have yourself. So 
that your gift speaks your heart’s 
message you should be perfectly sa
tisfied.

GIBLET GRAVEY.—Boil the gib
lets very tender; chop fine. Take li
quor in whidh they were boiled and 
thicken with flour. Add a teaspoon- 
fUl of butter, pepper and salt, then 
the giblets and dripping, in which 
the turkey was roasted.

CRANBERRY JELLY.— To one 
quart of water add one quart of well 
washed cranberries. Boil in a porce
lain kettle till the berries pop — 
about ten minutes. Strain through 
a colander and return to the kettle 
with one pound of granulated su
gar. Stir till dissolved. If a firm 
jelly is desired boil five minutes, if 
not, turn out at once.

BOILED CABBAGE.—Removç the 
dead outer leaves and wash in cold 
water. Drain, and put into boiling 
water enough to cover well. Added 
to the water should be salt and a 
very little soda. Leave the pot un
covered and let it boil quidkly till 
tender. Take up at orice and drain 
well through a colander. Add melted 
butter and serve.

POTATO ROLLS.—Wash and boil 
potatoes; add salt, pepper and a lit
tle milk. Beat four eggs light and 
mix with them. Moke into little 
rolls and cover with flour. Fry in 
hot lard.

MAY.

DINNER.

CREAM OF TOMATO SOUP.-

SARDINE SALAD.— Two boxes 
sardines, four bunches celery; chop 
fine. Add whites of four eggs boiled 
and chopped.

Dressing.—Yokes of four eggs boil
ed hard, one raw egg, two table- 
spoonfuls mixed mustard, . half cup 
vinegar, juice of two lemons, salt 
and pepper.

PLUM PUDDING. — One pound 
each of currants and stoned raisins, 
three-fourth's pound suet well chop
ped, three eggs, one coffee cup su
gar, one tedspdopful Soda; add 
spices as desired. Moisten with milk 
and >»dd flour to mix soft. Tie in a 
bag, leave room to swell, and boil 
three and a half hours.

PUDDING SAUCE.—One table
spoon butter, one cup fine sugar, one 
glass sherry. Beat butter and su
gar to a cream and gradually add 
wine. Boil a half pint water with a 
tableSpoonful flour. Strain on above, 
add nutmeg. Set over the tea-kettle 
a few minutes before serving.

Typfewriting arid mat-weaving have 
been successfully taught to the blfnd, 
and It is believed that they could 
even learn to make laco, and thus 
gain a new means of livelihood.

No reading does us any good that 
is not a pleasure to us

--------
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(By a Regular Contributor.)

One of our prominent American
contemporaries asks the question : 
"Will the day come when Independ
ent scholarship wiU obliterate the 
differences between Protestants and 
Roman Catholics?" It adds that 
"a beginning in this direction has 
keen made in the department o! 
Church history, and the représenta- 
tives of both bodies are finding a 
higher unity as they proceed in their 
-search for historical truth." The 
question as asked and the evidence 
adduced in support of the second 
proposition are entirely too general. 
It is quite possibly that in the do
main of historical research a better 
understanding may be arrived atbe- 
*wpen the Protestant and the Cath
olic sections of the world; all that 
ia needed Is sincerity and an absence 
0, prejudices on the part of the 
writers of sacred and Church his
tory. But as to the fundamental 
differences between Protestantism 
and Catholicity—that is to say the 
differences in religious principles and 
dogma, there can be no possible 
obliteration, save in the obliteration 
of one or the other of the systems 
of religion. And as far as Catholi
city is concerned we know perfectly 
well that obliteration is an impossi- 
bility—for Christ has promised per
petuity to the Church. Therefore, 
the entire disappearance of Protest
antism can alone affect the obliter
ation of the differences that of ne
cessity exist between truth and er
ror. But much improvement may 
be looked for in the line of honest 
and unbiased historical research.

It has been pointed out that the 
recent discussions on the Jesuits by 
the Protestant Professor Zockler, 
In the new edition of the Herzog 
Encyclopaedia, indicate a positive 
desire to do justice to that long and 
much maligned order of Catholic 
priests. That an eminent Protest
ant historian should discover and 
manfully assert that the Jesuit com
munity has ever been the object mis
representation and calumny, is not 
munity has ever been the oblject of mis- 
so few educated and apparently hon
est Protestant writers ehou.d not 
have long since discovered the injus
tice and falsehood of the senseless 
and baseless attacks upon the Je-

^It is claimed that Professor Ernst 

Schaefer, of the University of Ros
tock, who has just completed a three- 
volume work on the Spanish Inqui
sition, has dispelled much of the pre
judice that has been created in Pro
testant minds, against the Catholic 
Church, on account of that mediae
val institution. Our contemporary 
says, that "it is certainly notewor
thy that a Protestant scholar can 
pass the following sober judgment on 
the work of Torquemada and his 
followers"—and the judgment of Dr. 
Schaefer is thus translated:—

"An unbiased examination of the 
official documents pertaining to the 
Spanish Inquisition shows that the 
current view held by the Protest
ants on this matter is at least 
grossly exaggerated. While it is in
deed true that Catholic scholars are 
mistaken in their effort to show 
that the Inquisition was the tool 
•not of the church but of the state, 
it is equally true that the Protest
ant pictures of the illegal persecu
tions practised by the church lead
ers are at least overdrawn. It is, 
however, significant that even such 
Protestant historians as Ranke 
share with the Roman Catholic 
Hefele, Gams, and others, the view 
that the Inquisition was altogether 
an institution of the state. A close 
examination of the acts of ten dis
tricts of the Spanish' Inquisition 
shows that the forms of order and 
law were observed in all the trials 
managed by the Inquisition fathers.

Witnesses were heard on both sides, 
those charged with heresy were per
mitted to defend themselves, aqji le
gal procedure was observed through
out, although modern ideas can not 
approve some of the methods ap
plied, such as the use of torture, 
which sprang from the character of 
the ages; nor can it be shown that 
tiho church was not guilty of inciting 
the Inquisition fathers against Pro
testantism. But justice requires that 
the ideas entertained in many Pro
testant circles concerning the char
acter of the work of the Inquisition 
be modified."

This is decidedly liberal when we 
consider the Protestant source 
whence it comesf^and while we see in 
it some faint traces still lingering of 
the olden prejudices, still, on the 
whole, we must admit that the au
thor of that work has set a very ad
mirable example', and his volumes 
may go a long way in effacing reli
gious and anti-Catholic prejudices, 
which have never had any other 
basis than exaggeration and false
hood. But all this does not indi
cate the old iteration of the differ
ences, nor the bridging of the 
chasm, that exist between Protest
antism and Catholicity.

The very same writer says:—
"Probably even more significant 

than the position of these Protest
ant scholars are the opinions enter
tained by certain Reman Catholic 
scholars on the history of Protest
antism and of non-Catholic move
ments. The best expression of this 
independent scholarship on the part 
of Roman Catholiq historians is the 
series of volumes called "Weltges- 
chichte in Clinracterbildern," writ
ten by the Roman Catholic profes
sors Hampers, Merkle, and Spahn, 
and published by the Roman Catho
lic house of Kirohheim, in Mayence. 
This series of volumes is a history 
of the world in the shape of bio
graphies of leading characters, and 
of the last two volumes issued, one 
is on CavoUr, the Italian statesman, 
by the recently deceased Prof. Franz 
X. Kraus, and another is on Fred
erick William of Brandenburg, ** the 
Great Elector," by Dr. Spahn. The 
subjects of both these volumes were 
preeminently known for their opposi
tion to the Roman Catholic Church, 
but they are handled here by Catho
lic scholars in a way that indicates 
that the theologian has been ab
sorbed by the historian."

And, in speaking of Prof. Spahn, 
he says:—

"Even in the representation of the 
Thirty Years' War and of such char
acters as Wallenstein, traditional 
anti-Protestant views are frequently 
discatded."

Here we have Catholic historians 
returning the compliment to the 
Protestant historical writers of the 
same country. All this is admirable, 
and we certainly will be the first to 
welcome an era of frank and un
biased historical study. But we re
peat, that all this has nothing to do 
with the differences that are essen
tial to a state of religious antagon
ism such as exists between the Pro
testantism of modern ages and the 
Catholicity of all the Christian 
ages. Light may be thrown , upon 
facta of history, preconceived Ideas 
may be modified, and misconceptions 
may be corrected, justice may be 
done and falsehoods may be exposed; 
but still the fundamentals of the 
two distinct systems of religion can 
never be brought one iota nearer to 
each other. The whole mistake of 
the commentator is to be found in 
that one sentence, "the theologian 
has been absorbed by the histori
an." As far as the Catholic Church 
is concerned history cannot absorb 
theology, no more than the smaller 
fish can swallow the greater one.

An Oblate Knight.
(By a Subscriber.)

We in Canada owe an Immense 
debt to the Oblates of Mary Imma
culate. A, educators and especially 
as missionaries, their works are all 
ao many columns upon which rests 
the greatness ol our Dominion. The 
«tory of the great North-West 1# 
•imply the annals of the Oblate mis
sionaries, the Tache'e, the Lacomtes 
end the hundreds whoee names are 
engraven upon the rocks that border 
nver lake and stream from the Ot- 
t*wa to the Fraser. The eame Or-

8 ta tee and In South Africa. News 
comes that the King of England has 
conferred the knighthood of the Or
der of St. Michael and St. George, 
Upon Rev. Father Hecht, O.M.I., 
who was chaplain to eome British 
regiments during the recent Boer 
war.

A French commentator says 
"This action, on the part of the 
King of England, seems to us to 
well merit being proclaimed abroad 
by our press (In Fiance), especially 
if we reflect, on the other hand, that 
the French priest who has just been 
decorated by a foreign monarch, 
may plssibly be brutally ejected to
morrow from his cell, by the gov
ernment of a diagowned one, It is 
difficult not to perceive in the very- 
noble act of Edward VII. a real les
son, even II only Implied, which our 
strange ministère would do well *- 
take to heart." P*®

Great Reductions for the Holidays

ME iSSORTMEKT OF SHEET MUSIC.
LIR6BST STOCK and CHEAPEST PLACE I* THE CITY.

GUITARS.......................................................14,00 mp
MANDOLINS...........  ...................................S3 00 up
VIOLINS.........................................................Sl.BO wp
CORONETS, French make.................... S8.00 np

All kinds of Musloal Instruments at Reduced Prices*
STRINGS for all Instruments. All kinds of Repairing done on premises.
Sale Agents for the celebrated makers, BESSON CO , London, England, 

and BELI8S0N, GUINOT & CO , Lyons, France.

CHS- LAVALLE, 35 ST. LAMBERT HILL H

was ordained in 1893. He was sent 
to Soutlh Africa to one of the Oblate 
missions in the Orange Free State. 
His heroism and his magnificent 
charity and deeds of worth during 
the war, won for him the unexpected 
knighthood. Rev. Father Augier, 
the Superior-General of the Oblates, 
in Paris, being interviewed on the 
subject said that it is the first time 
that such a title was ever conferred 
on any clergyman, and that it is the 
more remarkabfe in view of the fact 
that Father Hecht is both a mem
ber of a religious community and a 
French man. This Order of knight
hood has scarcely more than three 
hundred members. The decoration 
has been always reserved for sover
eigns, princes of royal blooa, and 
governors of British colonies. Conse
quently the honor is still more sig
nificant in this instance.

While Father Hecht, young as he 
is, has the right to prefix the Title 
"Sir" to his Christian name, it is 
evident that he feels more real hap
piness in writing after his own name 
the letters "O.M.I." He, in the su
blime language of Bossuet, "returns 
to God the glory that He sent him," 
and appreciates the distinction in 
proportion as it reflects Upon the 
Mother of God, in whose special ser
vice the Oblates have enlisted them
selves, and Upon the community of 
which he is a member, as well as up
on the Ch.urdh whose militant branch 
numbers such noble soldiers of 
Christ. We heartily congratulate 
Father Hecht and the Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate.

CHRISTMAS PRESENTS.

More than half a million dollars, 
to be exact, $616,618.82 was put 
in tlhe strong rooms of the 
big ocean steamships Kronprinz Wil
helm anti Umbria, which cleared the 
port of New Yoirk last week bound 
for Bremen and Liverpool respective
ly. This money is in the shape of 
34,442 postal money orders, drawn 
by the New York Post Office on fif
teen countries of Eiurope anti sent 
home as Christmas money to fathers, 
mothers and friends by former resi
dents of those countries who now 
make the United States their home, 
arid who arc anxious to share the 
general prosperity of this country 
with those at home."

LONGEVITY AND RICHES.

The vital statistics of England for 
the year now drawing to a close 
reveal the following interesting facts:

During the present year 206 per
sons died, leaving estates valued at 
more than $500,000 each, the aggre
gate value being $800,000,000. The 
average age at death of the persons 
v*ho bad at their disposition these 
$300,000,000 was nearly 78 years. 
One-fourth of them had lived for 
source was $28,500,000, the best on 
these six had passed their ninetieth 
year.

The chancellor of the exchequer is 
likely to reap as rich a harvest 
from the death duties this year as 
in the preceding financial .twelve 
months, when the revenue from this 
source was $82,500,000, the best on 
record.

The Montreal City At District 
Savings Bank.

Notice Is hereby given that a divi
dend of eight dollars and a bonus of 
two dollars per share of the Capital 
Stock of this Institution have been 
declared, and the eame will be pay
able at its Banking House in this 
city, oh and after Friday, the 2nd 
day of January, 1908.

The Transfer Books will be closed 
from the 15th to the 81st of Decem
ber, both days inclusive.

By order of the Board.
A. P. LBSFERANCE,

BBODIE S CELEBRATED 
SELF-RAISING FLOUR

le the Original and the Best.
A PREMIUM given for the empty b*ge

returned te our Office.

10 BLEURY St., Montreal

{Open Late TO-NIGHT and Until 
Christmas for the Holiday Trade).

Toyland!
ON OUR THIRD FLOOR.

Is a Perfect Wonderland of TOYS, 
DOLLS, GAMES SLEIGHS, 

Etc,, Etc.

Here will be found everything new’ 
and all the old time favorites. Thous 
ands of the most ingenious articles 
human skill can produce to select from. 
No perplexity 1 No waiting ! A look 
around soon reveals “just the thing 
wanted ” at the right price.

All the Noveltloe In CARDS, CAL
ENDARS and BOOKLETS.'

BEAUTIFUL BOOKS for Presenta
tion Purposes at SPECIAL 

PRICES.

PRETTY A USEFUL CHRISTMAS 
GIFTS ln< Leather, Celluloid, 

Eboay, Ebonold, Sliver, 
Bronze. Bras», Ac*

BURNT WOOD SPECIALTIES

CHRISTMAS GLOVES
All thl Lateit id Finest Make,.

Christmas Dress Goods !
Christmas Silks! 

Christmas Linens! 
Christmas Gifts inBeady- 

to-Wear Garments.
Exceptional Values in Cos

tumes, Jackets, Capes, Purs, 
Boys* Clothing, Children’s 
Dresses, Etc.

Christmas Gifts in Men’s 
Furnishings.

A beautiful assortment of 
the Latest Novelties in Neck
wear.

JOHN MURPHY â CO.
IMIII. aeSherlaeStreet, earnere« 

■eteelfe Street.
Tense Oath.............Telephone Up IT 4#

FRANK J. CURRAN,
B.A., H.O.L.,

.ADVOCATE...
Savings Bank Chambers, 180 St. Jamep 

Street, Montreal

C.1
Accountant and Liquidator

ISO ST. JAMES STREET.

..Montreal..
Fifteen years experience. In connec

tion with the Uquidatlon ol Private 
Insolvent Estate! Auditing 

Hooka and preparing Annual Report 
tor private Arm», and pubUe 
étions a «pecUlty.

COLONIAL HOUSE,
PHILLIPS SQUARE,

Open till 10 P.M. from Thursday, 18th inet., 
Till Christmas.

CHRISTMAS GOODS.
No. 8.—"Colonial/ a very handsome Toboggan, with runnera and 

curved in top, put together with b rass screws, wood of the beet 
selected stock.
8 feet ............ . ............... ............................................... ...............................$10.00
7 feet .......................................................... ,......................................................  9.50

.......................................  .............................................. . 9.006 feet ...... .
No. 1—"Colonial," made with 

five, six and Seven strips.
4 feet ......   $3.50
6 feet ............................   4.00
6 feet ............................................  4.50
7 feet .......................................  6.00
8 feet ............................................  5.50
8 feet, with curved in top, as
cut ............................... ................. 7.00

No. 2—"Colonial," with flat 
wood runners, making an 
extra strong and fast To
boggan.

6 feet .........    $5.60
7 feet ............................................  6.00
8 feet ............................................ 6.60
With curved in top, as in cut. 7.50

BEST IND IAN MAKE.
Children's, Fancy or Plain 9

x 29 inches, per pair ........ $1.50
Youths', Fancy or Plain, 10 x

33 inches, per pair ..................  2.00
Ladies', Fancy or Plain, 12 x

36 inches, per pair ..................  2.50
Men's Club, plain, 12 x 42

inches, per pair .........................  2.75
Men's Trampers, plain, 14 x 

42 inches, per pair ..................  3.00

Men's, extra large and strong,
16 x 42 inches, per pair ........  8.60

Hunters', plain, 16 x 42 inches, 
per pair .................................. ... 5.50

Lampwick strings for snow- 
shoes, per pair ......  j.. .................. 10

Thongs, per pair .................... . .10
Patent Harness ..................................75

No. 1—Boys' elm, painted red, or in 
No. 2—Rock elm, 15c each, per doz. 
No. 3—Rock elm, 20c each, per doz, 
No. 4—Men's size, rock elm, 25c eac 
No. 5—Men’s size, rock elm, 35c eac 
No. 6—Men’s size, rock elm, selected, 
Spalding’s guaranteed stick, 50c eac 
Mick Mack guaranteed stick, 50c eac 
Spalding's goal Stidks, 50c each, pe 

PUCKS.
Boy»' Pueke. loosed IBo.

No. 1—Made of best quality 
rubber, regulation size and
weight, each.................. ................. 35

No. 2—Made of second quality 
rubber, regulation size and
weight, each....................................... 25

Boys’ Pucks, No. 1, each..................15
Boys’ Pucks, No. 2, each................ 10

natural wood, 10c each per doz.$1.00
............................................................  1.50
............................................................. 2.00
h, per doz........................................  2.50
h, per doz...........  .........................  8.60

40c each, per doz.......................  4.00
h, per doz......... .-.............................. 4.60
h, per doz........................................ 4.50
r doz................... ............. ...............  5.00

HOCKEY WRIST SUPPORTERS-

A perfect support and protection to 
the wrist. Invaluable to hockey 
players, or when any strain is on 
the wrist.

Price, each, single buckle ...........$ .20
Price each, double buckle..............80

VICTORIA iclub:
No. 1402—Best quality welded 

and tempered steel runners, 
curved, full nickel-plated and 
polished, with new patent cup
brackets, per pair ...................$1.50

PERFECT HOCKEY.
No. 1632—Best quality welded 

and tempered steel runners, 
straight, with puck stop, full 
nickelled and polished, patent
cuip brackets, per pair............. $2.00

BOKER’S PRIDE.
No. 1447— Extra, extra quality 

welded and tempered steel 
runners, curved full nickelled 
and polished, polished top 
plates, right and left, patent 
cup brackets, specially design
ed for fancy skating, per pair.$8.25 

SKATE STRAPS-
Skate Straps, per pair, 10c, 15c, 

and 26c.
•KATE SHARPENERS.

Skate Sharpeners ....................... 25c
VICTORIA BLUB

No. 4001—Steel runners, curv
ed, ordinary finish, per pair.. 65c

ROYAL HOCKEY
No. 1531—Best quality welded 

and tempered steel runners, 
straight, fine finish, with blued 
top plates, cup brackets, per 
pair.................................................. $1.15

No. 1185—Royal Hockey, same 
style ah No. 1531, but nickel
led, per pair.......... .......................$1.50

IMPERIAL HOOKEY
No. 1537—Extra, extra quality 

welded and tempered steel 
runners, hollow ground, full 
nickelled and polished, right 
and left plates, patent cup
brackets, per pair.................. ...$3.75

LIGHTNING HOCKEY.
No. 9537—Extra, extra quality 

steel blade, two-pieced rein
forced tube top, right and left 
plates. We consider this the 
strongest, fastest and most 
improved hockey skate on the 
market. Fully guaranteed, per
pair.,, .............................................$5.00
BOKER'B NORWEGIAN RACER.

No. 116—Extra, ex*ra quality 
steel runners, reinforced steel 
tube pattern, aluminum fin
ish, per pair................................ $5.25

CRESCENT
No. 415—Beat quality, full nick

elled steel runners, curved, 
per pair............................  $1.25

NORWEGIAN SKI.
Made by L. H. Hagen of Christiania 
Norway, maker of the celebrated 
Hagen Skate.
Without Harness ...................$8.00
With Harness ....... ...............$10.60
Other makes..............$2.00 to $6.00

A FULL LIRE OF INDIAN CLUB»
Boxing Gloves, Dumbells, Fencing 
Goods, and all Winter Sport 
sortes. ;V

SPBOIAL ATTENTION GIVEN TO MAIL ORDMRS.

Morgan & Co., Montr

y&îâ
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"A Frfcmd" ..... ............ v 9.00
June. Lawlor —........,.. ... ... 9.00
C. J. Sweeney ...... ........... i ... 1.00
J. O’Brien------- _____________ 1.00
T. O’Shea ..... ............................ l.oo
B. F. Bedmond .... ........$ 1.00
P. Boyne ................ ..... ... ... 1.00
A. J. Hoolahan ....................... 1.00
Ed. O’Shea ....... __________ _ 1.00
"Garryowen Irishman" ....
Joseph P. Boyle ... ..................
B. McMahon ...... ................
P. Monahan .............. .. .............
Michael Emmet Casey ... r- v

, P. McVey ......------
J. J. Barry ..... .............
P. O'Flynn ........... .... ...... ......
J. H. Feeley» Sr.t ».*.•• •••
W. Kinsella ...... ... .........
"A Friend" ...... .............
J. Flynn ...... ...... .................. ...
J. McCabe ...... ...... ...... ......
J. Tunnion ...... ...... ...... ... •
George P. Rappel ....... ... ... .
J. Kilfeather ..a................
"A Friend" .......................
P. H. B. ........... „.. ....-------------
"A Friend" ....... ...... ..............
J. E,. Slattery ......................  ...
“Irishman" ................  ...... ... .
T. F. Butler ....... .............
"A Friend" ...... ....... ....
P. Berny ...... ....... ............
F. Dillon ....... ...... ........
J. J. McC. ,.............. ......
8 Friends ................  .......
J.. 0....................... .............
W. Shea ...................... .........
M. McGoldrick ...... ......
L. Quinlan ...... ................
F. T. Meagher .............
"Iridh-Canadian" .........
"Friend" .............................
P. Reid .......................
J. M. C........................
P. McAran ....... .......
"Friend" ...................
"Friend" ...... ,
W. Barrie ............... .
Mr. O’Neill ...............
J. McConnell ...... .

Cullen ...............B.
T. Hawley

Levy ........... .,..........................
, C. Egan ..... . .........................

E. P. Ronayne ............................
Rev. J. Aylward, London,

Ont.................................................
W. P. Stanton ...,.................  . .
John O’Neill ,.M« ...... ...
M. F. Brennan ................... . .1.
D. Tracy ..................... «........ .
N. Tracy ....................................
J. P. O'Reilly .............................
James Byrne ...............................
R. Crompsie ...... ........................
J. M. Foley ...... ............... ...
"A Friend" -,.................... ... .
"Cash" ....... ...... ....... ,...
"A Friend’’ ................... ..............
"Unknown" .................................
W. B................................... .........
F. E. Donovan ....... .......
T. Maloney .............. ............. t
W. J. McKenna ...... ....... ... .
J. P. Gunning ............................
James McAleer ................. .......
W. Fitzpatrick............  ,.. .........
Peter Murphy ...... ............
Three Friends fl.
Eight Friends......... ,.. .
L. E. Curran ...................... ,.s .
“Irish-Canadlan" ...... ,.. ... .
"A Friend” .................... .. ... .
H. P. Sullivan ............. ............
F. B. McNamee ........    .
Hon. J. Israel Tarte ... ......
R. S. G. McKenzie, Rich-

Joe T. O'Connor ......... ...
Richard Gahan ....... ............
M. Delahamty ,............................
r. J. O'Neill ...............................
rhos. Collins ................ ... ,.. .
P. J. Carlin .......................  ...
J. J. O'Brien, New Zealand
J. O'Brien .................................
D. Higgins, Prescott ... ,.. ...
kTrs. McLaughlin ... ...........  ,
William Davis ... ..................... .
Martin Flynn ...... ...... ... ^.. .
R. P. O'Donohue \.....  ...... ...
rwo "Friends” ............  ......
Elon.J amee Me Shane ...
I. Killoran  ..............«...............
5. Me Bn tyre .............. ... .... .
P. Costello .......*...............
3. Tansey ..... . ....... ...... ... ...
lev. Father Murtagh ...#.. .... 
lev. Father McCarthy ... ....
lev. Father Quinn ..................
I. Connolly ..............................
4. Casey ..... ; .......... . ...
r. Welsh ........................................
1. Gallery     ».
V. Tierney ....... ...... ......
r. Curran ......  ......................
i. O’Connor ...... ................
1rs. Sarah Allen ......................
lavid Corcoran, Jr., ..........
milam H. Cox ..........................
Jash ................................................

10.00 
5 00 
6.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
6.00 
1.00 

.20 

.25
i.ob
2:d0

20.00,

10^K>
10,00

5.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00

1.00
5.U0

10.00
2.00
1.00
5.00
2.00
1.00
5.00
5.00

*L00

>nahue ... 
inahue ... 
b Foley .

r ...
P. Monahan......................  1.00

.Tfcos. McCracken ..............  5.00
James McCarrey .....k 5.00
F. McEntee ...... ...... ... . 2.00
John McDonnell ... .......  .50
T. O'Connell ..................  5.00
P. Owens ,........... .*.............. 100
W. Powell .................   100
Michael Powell ...... ..... ....... 1.00
Two Friends of Old Ireland . 1.00
J. D. White ................................. 5.00
M. J. McAndrew .................... 5.00
Anonymous ......................... -25

«« ...... ..„.......... .......................26
•« ...... ..........  ..................25
•• ..................... ...... .50

.......... ;......... .............. 50

....... ......    ....... 1.00

$1,547.75
Sale of tickets ... ... ,.......... $ 486.Ç0

Gross Receipts ............. $2,1^4.25

Advent Pastorals of 
Catholic Prelates in England

BIRMINGHAM.—His Lordship the 
Bishop of Birmingham in a letter 
to the Faithful points out the bless
ing of true Faith. In the month of 
May last it was our duty to pre
sent to the Holy See a full and 
faithful report of the whole' diocese, 
with such detailed information as is 
required of us concerning the mis
sions, the clergy that serve them, 
the seminary, the schools, religious 
bouses, the faithful laity, etc. There 
was one melancholy fact, however, 
in our report in marked contrast to 
the rest, which could not fail to 
cause anxiety to the Sacred Congre
gation and elict from them a seri
ous admonition. It was our pain
ful duty to record that there were 
no fewer than 1,077 Catholic chil
dren in the diocese attending non- 
Catholic schools. Of that number 
377 were said to be living at too 
great a distance from a Catholic 
school; the remaining 700 cases were 
accounted for by the indifference on 
the part of one or both parents, 
mixed marriages, and other causes. 
Hereupon the Sacred Congregation 
observes: "The education and in
struction of children in the Catholic 
religion demands very special care 
and attention. Every effort must he 
made to diminish day by day the 
number of those who attend non- 
Catholic schools.

ICfnselln, (.Trenton) •••
Cearney ...... ........... - •••
Kearney *........................

wjer ............ ............ •

mmmS m&m

CLIFTON.—The Bishop in his Ad
vent Pastoral earnestly begs and en
treats all to dispose themselves dur
ing this holy season by true com» 
punction of heart and by fervent 
prayer for the worthy reception of 
the Sacraments of Christmastide. 
Such as have the leisure should, he 
says, receive their Lord on Christ
mas Day itself, and any who choose 
may avail themselves of the privi
lege, granted again this year by the 
Holy See, of communicating at the 
Midnight Mass. His Lordship then 
takes occasion to refer to certain 
changes which have occurred, und 
works which have been accomplished 
in the diocese since last Advent, re
marking that as he came into the 
diocese five months after that time 
he is naturally dependent in some 
measure for information supplied to 
him. He observes: "Of a matter 
very important* to the welfare of the j 
diocese, viz., the re-establishment of 
Prior Park College as an institu
tion under the direct control of the 
Bishop. v

scarcely a aer-

NEWPORT,—His Lordship- in his 
Advent Pastoral dealç with, th^ sub: 
ject of Catholic reading. ' He says: 
"It has been our endeavor to im*- 
press> upon nil that, at .. #the, present, 
time, • it: jfe. fi&psdlfr ftô^éçsib^ fof ia.' 
Cathblic to keep the Faith fiipily, 
and to practise it satisfactorily 
without the assistance of reading. 
Bverj‘otte rcad8-di6^'^The non-Cath- 
olic press, which covers , the whole 
country, does harm to the Catholic 
religion in two ways: sometimes it 
attacks the) Faith, jf and at all tinWfi 
it occupies people’s time and atten
tion so as to push religion into the 
background. On both these accounts 
Catholic reading is indispensable: If 
we read things that are written a- 
gainst our holy religion, wo arc 
bound to read the statements and 
explanations which will enable us to 
know what is the truth, and to be 
ready to give information to others. 
And since we give up so much of our 
time to the news, the paragraphs, 
the sporting intelligence, and the 
Amubing or thrilling stories that 
pour from the press day by day, it 
is certain that God and Jesus 
Christ, the Gospel, the Church, and 
the Sacraments, must to a great ex
tent fade and shrink. In our thoughts 
unless we have also some kind of 
reading that will effectually keep 
them before the eyes of the mind."

mon that Bishop Vaughan preached, 
or charge that he wrote, but what 
contained this important sentence, 
'Look Into yourselves,' as a prac
tical point of the discourse, he 
wished to develop. ITie worms be
tray to us, then, «ne thought of his 
soul, the ruling idea of his religious 
mind, and the spirit that he would 
have us all in this diocese breathe 
in unison with himself. Bishop 
Vaughan has but just left us, after 
nearly ,, fifty years. He necessarily 
a long and prosperous pontificate of 
dwells still in our hearts, and it is 
well that his predominant thought 
and advice should linger in our 
mind. 'Look into yourselves, and see 
what you are before God.' If his 
Lordship warned us so often to ask 
ourselves this question, how much 
oftener did he ask himself the same, 
as he pondered over the various ar
duous duties that pressed upon him 
—duties to himself and to his clergy 
—thinking, ‘speaking, writing, and 
acting; the same with regard to the 
laity, tradesmen, servants, ana chil
dren; Catholics and non-C atholics of 
all classer-, in cases of advice, of dis
putes, of bargains, or of scandals. 
How stood he before God at the 
etid of that sort of day?

SALFORD.—The Advent Pastoral 
of His Lordship the Bishop of Sal
ford (Right Rerv. Dr. Bildborrow) 
dated from Torquay, Devon, was 
read in all the churches and chapels 
in the Salford diocese on Sunday 
last. The Letter this year deals 
with t/he Poor and New Mission 
Fund. He appeals, he says, on be
half of the fund this year with even 
greater urgency than hitbertofore. 
His Lordship points out the wants 
of the missions of St. Theresa's, Ir- 
lam, St. Cuthbert's, Withington, 
and the extremely poor district of 
Turton. "In answer to the last ap
peal, two charitable ladies and sis
ters forwarded to us the munificent 
contribution of £200. Last year 
also, a gentleman who is ever in the 
front rank when\any work of "char
ity has to be undertaken for the dio
cese, but who withholds his name 
from the public how, entrusted to 
ue a like sum. W» have already pur
chased a most desirable site for 
church, school and presbytery, and 
this purchase has required the great
er portion of the earlier gift. The 
progress of the contemplated new 
mission in Ayres street, near Brooks’ 
Bar, has been slow, but plans have 
already been drawn and approved for 
a new school chapel and priest’s 
house, and the valuable plot of 
ground given by Sir Humphrey de 
Trafford will soon be devoted to the 
purpose for which he gave it; it will 
be one of the first works we shall 
undertake after our return.

PLYMOTJ I Advent ] 
Dr.

MENEVIA.—His Lordship the 
Bishop in his Advent Pastoral, re
ferring to the Feast of Christmas, 
says: A Christian, as the ver> 
word tells us, is one who professes 
to follow Jesus Christ. He is one 
who accepts Him av his Master and 
Teacher, and who proclaims himself 
ready to obey His commands and to 
listen to His teaching. He is one 
who acknowledges that his Divine 
Master founded a Church, "Thou art 
Peter and upon this rock I will build 
My Church." He is one who ac
cepts the teaching of that Church, 
in all matters appertaining to faith 
6r morals, as infallible, knowing 
that she cannot err in what she 
teaches, because her Founder has 
promised that the gates of hell shall 
never prevail against His Church ; 
that thé Holy Ghost shall teach her 
all things; and that He Himself will 
be with her all days, even to the 
Consummation of the world (Matt, 
xvi, 18; John xlv, 16-26; Matt, 
ipr^iit, 20). He is even more than 
a mere follower; he is a member of 
Sesus Christ] ’ * 1

A Christian should be raised above 
the vicissitudes df this life, for he 
should ever bear in mind that this 
world is not his hdme, and hè 
should ever keep his eyes firmly fixed 
on his true home, Heaven. If, there, 
fore, it pleases God, in His infinite 
wisdom, to allow His disciple’s 
earthly goods to be torn from him, 
his health to be taken away, or his 
friends to abandon him, he should 
account himself as having last noth
ing. He still has his Faith, he yie 
still a true follower of Christ, and 
he still has perfect confidence in the 
promises of his Divine Master.—Ex
tracts from Reports in Catholic 
Times, Liverpool.

Li filTED
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SEN'S UNDERWEAR. MEN’S CLOTHING.
The Big Store’s leadership in Men's 

Underwear has never been disputed.
Men’s heavy Shetland Lamb’s Wool 

Underwear, Shirts double-breasted, 
Drawers made Trouser style.
34, 36, 38, 40, 42, 44, 46 in.
SIC, 88c, 94c, 8110, $1.05, $US, $1.81 each

Men s All-Wool Dark Grey Cheviot 
Winter Overcoats, finished in (Raglan- 
ette) style, with cuff*, side pockets and 
full wide skirt, well mad? and good 
Farmers* satin lining. Price,

$13.00, $15,00.

Men’s Medium weight Natural Wool 
Underwear, Shirts double-breasted, 
Pants Trouser style.
34, 36, 38, 40, 42, 44, 46 in.
82c, 88c, 94c, $1 09, « 95, $1.15, $181 each

Men’s All-Wool Gray and Brown 
Tweed Suits, sacque and double- 
breasted style, neatly finished, silk 
sewn, good Farmers’ satin lining Price

$9.00, $11 oo, $13.00.

LADIES’ LINED GLOVES
Ladies’ Wool Lined Kid Gloves, 2- 

dome fasteners, in colors of tan and 
brown, fur top finish. Size, 6 to 8. 
Special ...........................?.........920 pair

Ladies’ Kid Gloves, wool lined, 2- 
domc fasteners, chinchilla fur tops, 
colors tan, biown, black. Sice, 6 to 8 
Special............................................$1,86

Ladies' Kid Gloves, fur top. elastic 
wrist, colors tan. Size, 6 to 8. 
Special......................................... .*..$1.50

CHRISTMAS FURS.
HOLIDAY FURS — New Black 

Russian Lamb Caprrines, trimmed 
electric seal with 2 heacs and 4 large 
tails, plain and fancy lining, perfect 
fit. worth $9,00. Uarsley's special
offer........... ..................................... $6.65

HOLIDAY FURS.—New Alaska 
Sable Ruffs, selected skins,with 2 neat 
heads and 4 large tai.s, semi-.ong, ex
tra value at $10.50. Carsley’s Special
O»"..................................................... $8 26

HOLIDAY FURS — Men’s Fur 
lined Coats, all sizes, lined with best 
Marmoth, large German Otter collar 
and lappel, choice skins. Worth $45. 
Carsley’s Special offer.............$33 QQ

INITIAL HANDKERCHIEFS. TUQUES AND SASHES.
Men’s pure Japanese White Silk 

Haadkerchiefs, hem stitched borders 
with pretty silk initial. Size, 18 by 18 
inches. Special................................22c

A beautiful range of high class 
Japanese White Silk Handkerchiefs, 
hemstitched borders, richly embroider
ed initials. Prices 45c, 60c, 85c. $1.15

A splendid line of All-Wool Tuques 
and hashes, in black, scarlet, royal
navy. «0.............................. 88c each.

Extra quality Tuques and hashes, in 
all colors, made of best Scotch Finger
ing. Special..........................65c each

Tuques, Sashes, vlitts or Stockings, 
in any color »o match, knit to order on 
shortest possible notice.

PARLOR TABLES
Makes a handsome Christmas Gift.

HAS UMBRELLAS.

Pretty Parlor Tables made of quarter 

cut oak, highly p dished and well made, 

golden oak finish. Special........$1.75

Ladies’ Umbrellas, best quality silk 
paragon frame, st el frame, steel rod- 
fancy handle in horn, pearl, namra, 
wood, silver mounted |2 50, $3,00, $4 

Men’s Umbrellas, in all the latest 
designs of handle, silk covered, para
gon frame, steel rod, silver mounted. 
Prices......... ............ $2.50 to $14.00

CHILD'S DRESSES- LABlfcS' WATCHES.
Children’s dainty fine Cream China 

Silk Dresses, trimmed skirit, with two 
rows of trimmed lace insertion and 
wide lace yoke, cuffs, epaulettes and 
neck trimmed with wide lace. Special,

20,

$1-85,
22,

$1 95.
24 inches

$205.

Ladies’ Watch, solid silver case, 
open face, stem winder and set, engine 
turned or fancy engraved, fitted with 
Waltham movement. Special...$8.65

Ladies' solid io kt. gold case, fancy 
engraved hunting case, fitted Waltham 
movement, fully guaranteed. Special, 

$18.75

SNOWY LINENS. CHRISTMAS SILK.
For ’Xmas Gifts—Nothing is more , 

acceptable to the Housekeeper at 
’Xmas than » present . of Fine 
Linen

TAMBOURED TRAY CLOTHS, 
very handsome patterns, new for holi 
day trace. Size 18 x 27 n. ..29c each

T1 MB >URED 5 O’CLOCK TEA 
CLOTHS, entirely new patterns. Size 
33 x 33 in- Prices 8*0 to $1 90.

TAMBOURED BUREAU COV
ERS, in the'newest designs, Size, 18 
by 72 iches................ .............. 72c each

French Taffeta Silk in all shades, 
extra value for Ladies’ wear. Per 
yard..................................................... 59c

Fancy Blouse Silks in a large variety 
of coloring and designs. Per yd. 95o

Fancy Glasse Silk for Blouses in all 
new coloring and patterns. Per 
yard...................... ....................~$1.45

S.CARSL
— LIMITE!..

1765 te 1783 Metre Dam» Street, 184 St. James Street, Montreal
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Our Winter Discount Sale of 
Carpets, Rugs, Curtains,

Etc,, now at its height.

This is a splendid opportunity to furnish your 
Homes at such Reduced Cost

10-MAIL ORDERS FILLED WITH CARE.
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CLOTHlSe.
ll Dark Grey Cheviot 
I. finished in ( R aglan- 
uff=, side pockets and 
well ms d* and good 
mig. Price,

$00, $15.00,
ol Gray and Brown 
acque and double- 
leatiy finished, silk, 
ers’ satin lining Price

100, $13.00.

IAS FURS.
URS — New Black 
Caprrines, trimmed 
2 hears and 4 large 
fancy lining, perfect 

Carsley’s special 
................... S6.Î.5
URS.—New Alaska 
ted skins,with 2 neat 
; tai.s, semi-iong, ex- 
;o. Carsley’s Special
................... $8 25
URS — Men's Fur 
zes, lined with best 
German Otter collar 
ï skins. Worth $45, 
offer........... $33 00

SD SASHES
î of All-Wool l uques 
►lack. scarlet, royal
................88c each.

’uques and Sashes, in 
>f best Scotch Finger-
.................. 65c each
;, ditts or Stockings, 
itch, knit to order on 
notice.

MIRELLAS.
Has, best quality silk 
el frame, steel rod- 
horn, pearl, narura,

ited *! 50, $3,00, $4
las, in all the latest 
:, silk covered, p«ra- 
rod. silver mounted. 
.$2.50 to $14.00

WATCHES.
» solid silver case, 
inder and set, engine 
engraved, fitted with 
mt. Special...$8.65
> kt. gold case, fancy 
case, fitted Waltham 

guaranteed. Special.
818.75

HAS SILK.
l Silk in all shades. 
Ladies’ wear. Per 
.........................59c

iilks in a large variety 
esigns. Per yd. 95o

ilk for Blouses in all 
id patterns. Per 
......................$1.45-

c°.
LIMITE».
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To-day is the anniversary of the 
toath of Father Dowd—second past
or of St. PatrWs Church, Mont
real. The "True Witness" cannot 
Honor the occasion in a more fitting 
manner and offer its tribute to the 
memory of the noble and affection
ate spiritual guide of the good old 
days than in publishing extracts 
from the sermon which he delivered 
on the last New Year's Day he oc
cupied the pulpit of his beloved 
Church. It is as follows:—

1/i -v

Our passing time, said the 

saintly pastor, .brings us to

gether once more to reflect 

on the solemn fact, that an

other year is gone by, and 

that we have taken another 

step towards the grave.

It is very proper for us to rejoice; 
«xi to congratulate one another on 
the promise of a new year; we may 
sven make projects and plans for Its 
appiness; but yet the eerlous fact 
s there, that one of the few years 

°f our life Is gone for ever, and that 
*6 are brought a year nearer to our 
Pavee. This reflection naturally 
“ri“gs on another which Is not less 
•wlo'is, are we better prepared now 
lor our graves, and eternity, than 
»• Were on the first day of last 
y*a1 11 i« our interest to give this 
question an honest answer, to Bay 
•“hPiy yes or no, before we allow 
0»« day Of the new year to pass. 
Henc® M w« have made some pro- 
P-ess in the service of Odd since this 

7 twelve month; If we have now 
fewer vices, and have acquired some 
“w ^rtues; If, in a word, we have 
advanced our preparation for our 
•V* home,—the grave; then we see 

1 , *■ we h*Te to do «ils new year. 
!>Te 10 P«severe, we have to add

clear; we must know that the new 
year is given uB in order that we 
may repent of, and cancel in the Sa
crament of Penance the sins com
mitted during the past year; in the 
intentions of God the new year is 
given you for no other purpose. All 
time is given to prepare for eter
nity.

The first duty, therefore, of our 
time is to employ it in renouncing 
every obstacle to a happy eternity. 
Sin is the only obstacle. Sin has 
therefore to be removed; it must be 
cancelled—destroyed in the Sacra
ment of Penance, on the condition 
that we have a true and sincere sor
row for having committed it and a 
firm resolution to lead a new life. 
This newness of life will consist in a 
sincere deteimination to redeem our 
lost time by a regular, constant, 
and fervent discharge of all our dut
ies to God. In this way alone can 
we maintain this newness of life, 
and make atonement for the sins of 
omission we have committed by thn 
frequent abuse of the richest gilts 
and graces with which we were fav
ored by God.

The use we are expected to make 
of the present year, must be deter
mined by the use we made of the 
past year. Hence it is our duty to 
enter upon a strict examination cf 
our conduct during the past year. 
It is true that past time cannot bo 
recalled in order to use it again ; 
past time is beyond our reach; it is 
no longer ours, and can never be
come ours again; it has passed into 
the hands of God to be examined 
and judged. Yes, this is exactly the 
nature of past time. It has passed 
out of our hands, into the hands of 
God, to be examined and judged. 
But by giving us the use of the pre
sent time of the new year, God per
mits us to act on the past time of 
the old year in the same manner He 
does. We can examine and judge it. 
And if our examination is well inad.\ 
if our judgment be correct and in 
accordance with the laws of Divine 
Justice, we can control and deter
mine the examination and final judg
ment of God. In this way, and in 
this way alone, we can act on the 
past time of the old year. In every 
other possible respect it is gone from 
us for ever.

ment of God. Yes, brethren, this 
true. In giving us the use of the 
present time of the new year, God 
also gives us an extraordinary pri
vilege. By the proper Use of the 
present moment, you can change all 
the past. ^

Is it not true that judged by your 
conduct during the past year you 
would have been condemned as guil
ty.

In reality what was your conduct 
during the past year? You commit
ted not one, but perhaps many mor
tal sins; you abused not one day, 
nor one week of the past year by 
living in a state of sin, and in the 
habit of committing sin, but per
haps you spent the great part of the 
past year in the state of mortal sin, 
all the time an enemy to God. Ali 
this you can now change; employ the 
new year which God gives you in 
sincerity repenting of these faults, 
you can blot them all otit, your 
sins, no matter how numerous will 
be forgiven, the judgment that hung 
oyer your head on account of them 
will be reversed, and from having 
been the enemy of God, you will be
come his beloved friend.

Arid to effect this wonderful change 
to blot out your sins, and to make 
you friends from having been the en
emies of Go$d, how long, how much 
of the new year will be required? A 
moment, a single moment of time. 
No longer is required. The new year 
comes to you, as Christians, teem
ing with all the merits of the death 
and passion of our blessed Redeem
er, A moment of Christians" time is 
worth an dtemity in heaven. You 
are guilty of mortal sin, of a mil
lion of mortal sine; by a moment of 
true repentancy of sincere sorrow 
for youtr sins with absolution, all is 
blotted out, and from being victims 
of bell, you become the children of 
Heaven.

I will go further. If a moment of 
your time, of your Christian time ol 
grace, were given to the souls of the 
damned in hell, that moment of grace 
would empty hell of all its unhappy 
souls, and would transfer them to 
the regions of eternal bliss. Beloved 
brethren, will this suffice to enlight
en you as to the value of this' new 
year, and of the debt of gratitude

is I past life. Value therefore the time 
lie J of grace that is given you in this 

new year. Don't lose a moment 0/ 
it. You can make of every moment 
of it the price of eternity.

You were created for eternity, you 
were created to live for ever in 
heaven. The good use of the new 
year can secure for you a happy 
eternity, dan make you worthy of 
the bliss of heaven.

must ac-
nnd alike.examination you show andthethat yousaid you set Theworse

new will sufficethis to effaceduring the allconduct •Watch, for thatyouour bowl
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Besides the immense value 
of the time of this Chris
tian new year, you have an
other urgent motive to 
spend it well,—the uncertain
ty you are in whether this 
will be your last year, or 
not. And in regard to this 
uncertainty also, you can re
ceive instruction from the
old year. Where are the
many well known faces that 
were to be met with this 
day last year,—some of them 
were present in this congre
gation? How many gaps 
have been in your family 
circles since this day twelve 
month? Atari they who have 
left us, were not all old; 
some were in thé prime life, 
even some had not yet 
reached the prime of life; all 
of them, ‘on this' day last 
year were as full of hope 
that they would enjoy the 
whole year, as you are 10- 
day. Yet, it was not to be 
so. They were beginning 
their last year, and they did 
not know it. And so it is 
to-day. There are many am
ongst m, and some of them 
are hare present, who are be
ginning their last year, and 
they do not know it, they 
do not even give it a seri
ous thought.

[he Catholic Church 
And the Bible,

'‘Critic*’ writes as follows in the
New York “Freeman's Journal'' :_

I have just read an article, contri
buted by the Rev. David Tice to tile 
“Christian Advocate/' entitled, “An 
Archbishop's Mistake." As the arti
cle deals with the position of the 
Catholic Church in respect of the 
reading of the Scriptures, sonic ac
count of it may prove of interest to 
your renders. The initial paragraph 
is as follows:

‘‘Archbishop Ryan’s article in ‘‘The 
Baltimore Tablet" in May contains 
what must be regarded ns an aston
ishing statement, contrary to the 
well-known history of the Roman 
Catholic Church. These are his 
words as published: ‘The Church 
does not hide the Scriptures from 
the people. She does not and never 
did forbid the people to read the 
word of God. On the contrary, she 
recommends her children to read the 
Scriptures.* "

The Rev. David Tice considers this 
statement "astonishing." Truth, 
however, is indeed often stranger 
than fiction. The fiction industri
ously propagated by a certain class 
of our separated brethren is, that 
Catholics are forbidden to read the 
Scriptures; the truth is, that they 

encouraged to do so. Mr. Tice 
erthelcss is determined, as he 

says, to "furnish the proof at once 
from his (the Archbishop's) own 
Church" that Catholics are forbid
den to read the Scriptures. The 
proof consists of quotations from 
the Council of Toulouse (1229), the 
Council of Trent, Cardinal Bcllar- 
mine, Gregory XVT., Plus IX. and 
of references to the Council of Con
stance (1415), and the University of 
Copenhagen (1418).

The statement of 
is threefold:

the Archbishop claimed in

Tfcen be wise, and under this un
certainty resolve to begin this new 
year in the same manner, os if you 
were certain it was to lie your ia.it 
year. If disappointed, that Is if 
you are spared longer, you lose no
thing; but if not disappointed you 

This serious advice 
young and the old

1. The Church docs not hide the 
Scriptures from the people.

2. She does not and never did 
forbid the people to read the Word 
of God.

3. On the contrary, she recom
mends her children to read the Scrip
tures.

If No. 3 can be satisfactorily prov
ed, it will follow that "The Church 
does not hide the Scriptures from 
the people" (No. 1) ; and that "She 
does not * * * forbid her chil
dren to read the Scriptures" (part 
of No. 2). The assertion that the 
Church "never did forbid the people 
to read the word of God" will then 
remain to be answered.

First, then, let us see if it be true 
that "the Church recommends her 
children to read the Scriptures." Mr. 
Tice must be aware of the fact that 
the Catholic laity have a number of 
translations of the Bible into Eng
lish, such as the Douay version, the 
same version revised by Dr. Chal- 
loner, the excellent translation of 
Bishop Kenrick; and that Catholic 
publishers are advertising and sell
ing translations of the Bible to 
Catholic laymen who, therefore, pre
sumably read these translations. He, 
perhaps, is aw^re that the Bible is 
also translated for the use of Cath
olic laymen into the other tongues 
of civilization; arid that translations 
into Middle English and German 
were made before those of Wycliff 
and Luther. If Catholics are foiS/id- 
den to read the Scriptures, it surely 
mufst seem strange to Mr. Tice that 
the prohibition has met and is meet
ing so much opposition from author
ized Catholic publishers and even 
from an Archbishop of the Church, 
Should he not, in simple prudence, 
ask himself whether his view or the 
prohibition is correct? But perhaps 
Catholics are evading the law and 
acting contrary to the spirit of the 
Church? One little fact should dis
pel such a notion. When Archbishop 
Martini, of Florence, had translated 
the Bible into Italian, Pope Pius VI. 
wrote to him in the following lauda
tory terms:

"At a time wnen a vast number of 
bad books, which most vgrossly at
tack the Catholic religion, are circu
lated among the unlearned, to the 
great destruction of souls, you judge 
exceeding well that the faithful 
should be excited to the reading of 
the Holy Scriptures. For these are 
the most abundant sources which 
ought to be left open to every one, 
to draw from them purity of morals 
and of doctrine, to eradicate the er
rors wbidh are so widely disseminat
ed in these corrupt times. This you 
have seasonably effected, as you de
clare, by publishing the Sacred Writ
ings ib the language of your 
try. suitable to every one's capacity;

every possible danger of abuse. Thus 
you have not swerved either from the 
laws of the Congregation of the In- 
lished on this subject by Benedict 
XIV., that immortal Pope, our pre
decessor in the Pontificate, and for
merly when we held a place near his 
person, our excellent master in ec
clesiastical learning; circumstances 
which we mention as honorable to 
us. We therefore applaud your emi
nent learning, joined with your ex
traordinary piety, and we return to 
you our due acknowledgment for the 
books you have transmitted to us, 
and which, when convenient, we will 
read over. In the mean time, ns a 
token of our Pontifical benevolence, 
receive our Apostolic Benediction, 
which to you, beloved son, we very 
affectionately impart. Given at 
Rome, on the Calends of April, 1778, 
the fourth year of our Pontificate."

Can anything be conceived aS 
warmer approbation than this? 
Could any more thorough reply be 
made to the fiction that Catholics 
are forbidden to read the Scrip
tures? The commendation is not 
languid and perfunctory, but warm 
and energetic; and the Pope declares 
that the translator has judged "ex
ceedingly well that the faithful 
should be excited to the reading of 
the Holy Scriptures." Ho further, 
declares that in translating the Bible 
into Italian, the learned Archbishop 
Martini had not "swerved either 
from the laws of the Congregation 
of the Index, or from the Constitu
tion published on this subject bv 
Benedict XIV." J

And now there remains but the 
question: "Did the Church ever for
bid the people to read the word of 
God? The question might be an
swered in the same way as an Am
erican would answer this question : 
Ihd tile United States ever forbid its 
people the right of trial by Jury? j„ 
both cases the reply might very well 
be ' No." And yet, in some parti
cular instances, the United States 
did and does forbid the use of the 
prerogative of trial by jury; namely, 
where martial law has been pro-

some particular locality.
In the same way the Church did for
bid the people to read unauthorized 
versions of the Bible. Against such 
versions u Catholic has surely a 
right to protest; and I presume that 
Mr. Tice would not bo diligent in 
encouraging hie flock to read the 
Douay version of the Bible, and 
might be heard from in protest a- 
gainst the reading of that Catholic 
version in the public schools. Would 
such action of his bo fairly described 
as a prohibition of the Bible to his 
flock, or to their children?

The position of the Church on the 
whole question might be summarized 
ae follows:—

Was 
rendered

it not 
'anoint-

I. Catholics are encouraged 
read the secrod Scriptures.

II. In some authorized version.
III. With due reverence for the in

spired text, with humility, with a 
desire to profit spiritually.

To return to the Bible societies. It 
would be surprising, indeed, if the 
Church did not protest against the 
industry of men whose avowed ob
ject was to pervert the faith of aim- 
pie Catholics by translations which 
omitted some of the Sacred Books, 
and corrupted the text of the others. 
Luther added the word "alone" to 
the text of St. Paul (Rom., Hi., 28): 
"We account a man to be justified 
by faith." making it read, "We ac
count a man to be justified by faith

Wak. tills reverent? 
tricky?) Ty
ing" byXemering" (smearing), "con
secrate" by "dhann,” "priest” by 
"senior,” '•«etmroh" by "congrega
tion, ' "sacraments'* by "ceremon
ies,” and "ceremonies” by "with- 
craft,” and all this because ho so 
hated "popiery."

Beza was a' master at corrupting 
the text; in changing punctuation, 
and thus trying to alter the mean
ing; in substituting a wrong word 
for the one in the Sacred Text, and 
eo on; he frankly confesses his pur
pose of dealing In a spirit or secta
rian apologetics. The story of the 
obloquy heaped by the Reformers on 
one another’s versions is as inter
esting as it Is Instructive. A Cath
olic may well be pardoned if with
out taking trouble to scrutinize the 
Infinite possibilities of error offered 
by the many Protestant versions of 
the Bible, he prefers to forbid them 
in general to hie children. And the 
Church may very well adopt a simi
lar attitude toward her children.

Mr. Tice concludes by asking a 
question very easy to answer, name
ly: "To what country or people the 
Roman Church has given the ■ open 
Bible?' " Even a moderately well 
read man should unhesitatingly an
swer, "To eVery country and peo
ple." Mr. Tice Jolne to this another 
question: "Did the people of Mexico, 
or Cuba, or the Philippines receive ™ 
—--------------------- * source?" -
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tioned here ai 
mother. One 
Donovan, the 
see to-day, se 
her dying husl

ing some noise outside. I listened 
and distinctly heard a knocking at 
the kitchen door just below lU*. I 
lay back with the ejaculation, ‘A 
sick-call; poor Cyril! what a night 
for him to go out into!* for it had 
begun to sleet disagreeably before 
going to bed. I knew he would not 
let me go, so thought it was no use 
to stir. I was very tired with my 
journey. Hie knocking .continued, 
and I shortly heard a woman’s step 
come out of the opposite room, de
scend the stairs, arid ofpen the kit-

Christmas Eve,_ and the snow fall
ing fast; but cosy warmth in the li
brary of Acton Hall, where, gazing 
thoughtfully into the glowing coeds, 
sat a young man in the" dress of a 
Divinity Student. He started, and 
rose respectfully to his feet, as the

pany

at sprinkled 
. form bowed 
think I was 
Thank God. 
nfession to- 

leave the

speak, and his breathing was very 
•short. I helped hlm ta vesti and 
served his Mass; when it was com
pleted he turned as if to begin thé 
second, staggered and fell batik 
sensible.

in-
I hastened to his side, and 

we carried him to the first bench we 
could find, and threw water In his 
face. His eyes opened wide and 
turned to the altar; he said once, 
‘Jesus/ and then, as I gave him the 
Absolution and Bleeslng, dropped 
back dead.

" Three or four strange priests 
came to the funeral and slept in the 
house the night before it, but nei
ther they, nor any others ever again 
heard the ghostly sick-call, and we 
may truly hope that the faithfulness 
of the one priest even unto death, 
bad atoned for the weakness of the
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Early Btitler ... ..........
Thoroughbred White

Flint..............................
Mammoth Bight Bowed

Flint........................ .....
Country Gentleman 
Superior Fodder ... ... ... 
White Cap Yellow Dint .
Sanford ..............  ............
North Dakota White ... .

1600

Thirty-six varieties weré 
compared with. 87 last year, 
rier Fodder, Early Butler and Thor
oughbred White Hint are three va
rieties that were among the 12 best 
last year.

Twelve varieties that have given 
good results for an average of from 
8 to 7 years with their yields are:

tested,

now, my boy, you know an-
reason why I persuaded your
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Cloud's Early Yellow 1001
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Divinity Student. He 
rose respectfully to his feet, as 
door opened and a white-hai 
priest entered, his coat 
With snow, and his aged 
with fatigue. “Did you 
never coming, my briy? 
there were many at confession 
night, and I could not leave 
Church earlier." “The time has not 
seemed long to me. Father. I have 
had much to think of. If I live, 
where shall I be next Christmas?" 
and he glanced at the crimson sash 
he wore, marking him as set apart 
for missionary work. "As long as 
you are working, aye! or even suf
fering for our dear Lord, Cyril, It 
does not much matter—not that I 
Shall not be glad to have your 
strong arm to lean on going to the 
convent to-night," he added, with a 
kind smile and affectionate pressure 
of his hand on the young man’s 
shoulder. Then, drawing a chair to 
the fire, he sat down, and stirring 
the coals into a bright blaze, said 
thoughtfully: "The cold and the 
snow and your red sash have re
minded me strongly to-night of an 
adventure that happened to me 
many a long year ago on Christmas 
Eve; would you care to hear it?" 
"Indeed I should," said the young 
student with an interested look, and 
his uncle resumed.

"I had not been ordained priest 
many months, when I was sent out 
on the mission to Newfoundland, a 
lovely country in summer, but cold, 
desolate and dreary through the 
long winter. But if the outer aspect 
o# things is dark, the Faith and love 
of the people are warm and bright, 
and it seemed to my youthful enthu
siasm as if the early days of Chris
tianity had returned, when I saw 
the fervent Faith, implicit obedience, 
and humble trust in their priests, of 
these simple Newfoundlanders. An 
old College friend of mine was sta
tioned at a distant out-harbor, and 
thither a week before Christmas the 
Bishop sent me in his own catama
ran, a small sledge like an Irish car 
set with runners. I was two days 
on my journey, sleeping each night 
at some out-harbor Presbytery, and 
meeting always with a warm wel
come and hearty hospitality. Very 
lonely these priestly dwellings ap
peared to me, but when on the third 
afternoon I neared my destination, 
It looked the very acme of desola
tion. The village, composed of 
small' wooden houses, was built close 
.down on the harbor, but the 
Church and the Presbytery were 
perched half-way up the hill some 
-two miles distant, and seemed to 
stand quite alone. I learned after
wards that this was to put them 
within reach of two other villages, 
tour and five miles off. At the sound 
of sledge-bells thé door of the Pres
bytery was flung open, and in an
other moment I was standing in 
front of a blazing fire and clasping 
the hand of my dear friend, Cyril 
Northcote. It is fifty years since, 
but I can see, as if it were yester
day, the tall slight figure, the bright 
brown eyes, and the fair cheek col
ored with an almost hectic flush, 
and his clear voice speaking words 
of welcome and encouragement,

room, de- 
stairs, arid ripen the kit

chen door. A short parley followed, 
and then Bridget, as I supposed, 
mounted the stairs again and sçoke 
to her master. I heard him go down 
and cross the yard to. the little sta
ble, bring out the sledge, and e*-l- 
dently put to the horse, as I heard 
the soft jingle of the little bells, 
with which the harness of a stodge 
is always provided in Newfoundland. 
Then the vehicle ground for a min
ute on the stone paved-yard and the 
bells chimed merrily as the sledge 
glided away over the snow. I listen
ed till all was perfectly still eguin 
and then dropped into a deep sleep 
that lasted till Bridget’s tap at the 
door.

"It had been arranged the night 
before that I should say Mass in 
the Oratory, so Cyril and I did not 
meet until breakfast; then he im 
quired anxiously if I had slept well. 
‘Yesl! but of course your sick-call 
awoke me/ I replied. ‘My sick call?’ 
he said slowly and enquiringly. 
‘Yes, what is the matter? 1 heard 
you harness the sledge, and never 
heard the bells sound so sweet.’ A 
look of the deepest sorrow came 
cross his face as he said hesitating
ly, T had no sick-call last night- 
you must have heard the Ghost, as 
the people about here call it; when
ever a fresh priest sleeps in the 
house, he hears the sounds. Alas! 
for the poor souls by reason of 
whom they are heard.’ 'You think it 
then/ I said, somewhat awed by 
his manner, ‘a mode in which some 
poor souls are begging our prayers 
to aid them in their sufferings for a 
fault committed here.’ 'Some sick- 
call neglected while on earth,’ he 
eaid quickly, his eyes shining with 
compassion. 'I have said Masses, 
prayed, arid as yet in vain, but/ he 
added with a bright smile, T think 
our Blessed Lady will obtain for me 
that I may help them at last. I have 
tried to find out any story or tradi
tion that could possibly throw 
light on the matter, but as yet have 
discovered nothing. You will give 
them an Intention, won't you, Ste
phen?’ I promised I would do so, 
and going out into the village with 
him, tried to get over the weird, un
comfortable feelings which the events 
of the night bad left in my mind, 
but was constantly reminded of them 
by the questions of the people, who 
were most Anxious to know whether 
or no I had heard the ‘Ghost.’

"The week passed quickly in par
ish visiting, devotions, composition 
of sermons, and long confidential 
talks. It seemed to me that Cyril 
had attained to height» of holiness, 
in the short time we had been separ
ated, that placed him far above me, 
but he tried in hie humiJUty to place 
himself beneath me, and to defer to 
my judgment and opinion. The only 
thing that grieved me was the ex
tremely delicate state of hie health; 
his cough was frequent, and I heard

"With the dally Mass and the terrible night perspirations from 
work to be done for Christ’s flock,
we could not be dull, and It was 
very kind and thoughtful of the 
Bishop to let us be together ; left 
alone one did sometime# get a trifle 
depressed. The hours kept in New. 
fouadland are early, and by ten 
o’clock I found myself In my little 
bedroom at the back of my friend’s; 
he had given It to F®. he explained, 
as the warmest. We bad said night 
prayers In the tiny oratory, at which 
the solitary domestic, a nice ' old 
Irish woman, Bridget McCarthy, bad 
assisted, and now my friend only 
lingered to see that I bad all I 
wanted, and I fancied with a half 
desire to say something particular, 
but at last he contented himself with 
reminding me that my room was 
over the klttihen, and that there
fore I must not be surprised iî I 
heard knooking for a 'sick call’ dur
ing the night, and with an t .xrnest 
‘God bless ^ou/ he left me to re-
P -I watched the alow dying of the 
ember» of the fire kindled in honor 

V and fell oriocp 
aye a light Heep- 
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On the morning of Christmas Eve 
as we were sitting at breakfast, a 
boy on a rough pony rode up to 
the door and demanded to see Fa
ther Northcote. Cyril went out, 
brought him in to the fire, and gave 
him a cup of coffee and a hunch of 
bread and butter. He was a bright
faced sailor lad and said he had 
come to fetch 'the Father to see 
Mrs. Donovan at West Cove.’ ‘But 
I thought Mrs. Donovan was a Pro
testant; I'm sure she told me so/ 
remarked Cyril. ‘Yes, Father, and 
a/werry black-un, I've always heard, 
but she’s took bad now and says she 
won't bave the Parson and must see 
you.’ 'Let me go, Cyril/ I broke 
in, T shall do for this as well as 
you, and you have more to do to
day than you have strength for.’
‘Beg pardon, Sir, but Mother Dono
van said as how nribody but Father 
Northcote was to enter her doofs/ 
interrupted the boy. ‘There, Ste
phen/ said Cyril, cheerily, ‘you see 
you won't do as well as I, but 1 
will ask you to do other things for Mass,
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room, a» I was taking a few min
utes’ rest. He looked weary, but 
there was a suppressed excitement in 

manner, and he said abruptly, 
'Stephen, I’ve found out the mys
tery of the mddnight sick-call, and 
have permission to reveal it. Thirty 
years ago a young priest was sta- 

and lived alone with his 
Christmas Eve, M— 
woman I have been 
nt for him in haste to 

husbazfd, who, once a good 
Dlic, had fallen into bad cont
end bad ways. As death ap

proached, Donovan became terribly 
frightened, and made no opposition 
when hie wife insisted on sending for 
the priest. It was an awful night, 
and bitterly did the priest's mother 
resent his being disturbed, and 
pleaded the Importance of the next 
services. To the point, however, 
of preparing the sledge,, and setting 
forth, the youtog priest was firm, hut 
as they came out into the open and 
felt the whole force of the terrible 
snow storm, his courage gave away, 
arid, alas! he returned homë. All 
through the night Mrs. Donovan 
watched and watted, trembling at 
the sound of her husband’s - groans, 
arid vainly trying to elicit acts of 
Contrition. 'Wait till the priest 
comes/ was all he would say, and 
so, unrepentant and unabsolved, as 
morning dawned he passed away.

“In the course of the day the 
priest came over, but Mrs. Donovan 
cursed him to his face, arid from 
that time to this, abjured her Faith 
and was thought to be a black Pro
testant by the people in West ro' e, 
where she moved from Lord Bay. 
The priest never held up his head 
from that sad Christmas Eve, but 
pined away into a sort of decline 
and died within the year, and ever 
since:—’ Cyril paused and bid his 
face. We each murmured a ‘De Pro- 
fundis/ and then I enquired if Mis. 
Donovan had come back to the 
Church. ‘No, all my persuasions 
were unavailing. “She would have 
no more to do with a Church that 
had let her husband die like a dog," 
she said; "but I cannot help hoping 
she may send for me at the last, 
and that might be to-night,’ he add
ed eagerly, ‘and perhaps---- ,’ he
paused and I added, ‘God might ac
cept the sacrifice and pardon the 
gudlty/

"I did not know then how entire 
a sacrifice would be required. Cyril’s 
Cough was incessant, that evening, 
but he would go to the confessional 
arid was detained there until %10 
o’clock. Then he acknowledge him
self worn out and let me put him 
to bed and give him a warm drink. 
I left him asleep, breathing more 
quietly add with a brow relaxed add 
peaceful as a child’s. I too 
soon asleep, but was aroused, while 
it was still quite dark, by a knock
ing at the kitchen door. At first I 
Shuddered and said a prayer, dread
ing to hear the tinkle of the mys
terious sledge bells, but soon recog
nized the sound as very human 
knocking, and the shouts as being 
for ‘Father Northcote/ I threw on 
my dressing gown and met Cyril on 
the landing. We went down together 
add found the same fisher boy 
had come yesterday from West Cove. 
‘Mother Donovan is going fast, 
please, Father, and is calling out 
fearful for you/ he said with chat
tering teeth, ‘but, oh my! ain’t It 
cold?’ I had drawn him in and abut 
the door; the cold air had already 
made Cyril cough as if he would 
never stop. ‘Mother says it’s down
right aggravating of her not to 
have made up her mind this after
boon, but it’s Just like women/ he 
added contemptuously. 'Oh! 
please. Father, may I stop here till 
Mass time to-morrow?’ ’Certainly, 
my boy/ said Cyril kindly; * you 
shall have my bed; it’s past twelve, 
and I mustn’t offer you anything to 
eat.’ ‘No, thank ye. Father.’

’Cyril/ I said, 'are you sure you 
must go? don’t you think this time 
I might do?’ I shall never foirget 
his look in answer; it was an ex
pression I could imagine on the face 
of a martyr, and yet full of.exulta
tion. 'Dear Stephen, no, I must go 
myself; you will say the first two 
Masses early, and the last at ten 
In case I may not be able to return, 
and pray for me/ 'But must you go 
alone?’ ‘Yes, with my Guardian An
gel/ he eaid with a smile. I made 
him muffle his mouth in my warmest 
comforter, and my heart was heavy, 
you may be sure, as I watched him 
ride away.

Such a night I have never seen 
in Newfoundland; the wind blew, the 
snow drifted, the sky was dark with 
heavy clouds, and Cyril had five 
miles tasgo and to return. I had 
heard numerous confessions, given 

to crowds of de- 
and said my third 
as eleven struck,

hud .-li

ly. as he spoke of the 
tion, forgiveness and faith in which 
Mrs- Donovan had died. ‘The curse 
is removed, I trust/ he added, ‘and 
now I am going to say my Mass for 
the poor souls/ He Could hardly

may truly 
of the 
had 
other 
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other 
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to become a missionary."

“God Grant I may follow 
ample set before me,” said 
young Student earnestly.

‘Hark!" said the old man, rising 
and resuming his cloak, "the chimes 

> beginning for the Midnight 
Mass;" and taking his pupil’s arm 
they went together through the 
snow to kneel in the Convent Chap
el, and thank God for His great 
Gift, the origin and source of all 
Faith and all self-devotion.—H. M, 
Lushington, in St. Andrew’s Magaz
ine.

HEAHT-HENCrER.

There is no truth in faces, save in 
children,

They laugh and frown and weep 
from nature's keys 

But we who meet the world give out 
false notes.

The true note dying muffled In the 
heart.

O. there be woeful prayers and pite
ous wailing 

That spirits hear, from lives that 
starve from love!

The body’s food is bfead; and 
wretch’s cries 

Are heard and answered; but the 
spirit’s food 

Is love; and hearts that starve may 
die in agony 

And no physician mark the cause of 
death.

You cannot read the faces; they are 
masks—

Like yonder wotyg-n smiling at the 
Ups,

Silk clad, bejewelled, lapped with 
luxury.

And beautiful and young1—ay, smil
ing at the lips.

But never in the eyes from inner 
light;

A gracious temple hung with flow
ers without—

Within a naked corppe upon the 
stones!

O, years and years ago the hunger 
came—

The desert-thirst for love—she pray
ed for love!

She cried out In the night-time of 
her soul for love!

The cup they gave was poison whip
ped to froth.

For years she drank it, knowing it 
for death;

She shrieked in soul against it, but 
must drink;

•Hie skies were dumb—she dared not 
ewoon or scream,

As Indian mb there see babes die fur 
food.

She watched dry eyed beside her 
starving heart.

Arid only sobbed in secret for its
**sps.

And only raved one wild hour when 
it died!

O £ain, have pity! Numb her quiv
ering sense;

O Fame, bring guerdon! Thrlco a 
thousand years ■ '

The boy-thief with the fox teneath 
his cloak

Hhs let it gnaw his side unmoved, 
and held the world;

Arid she a slight woman, smiling at 
the Upe,

With repartee and Jest—and a corpse 
heart In her breast!

Following are 12 leading varieties 
of Iridian com for 1902:—

Eureka ... ................... .
North Dakota Yellow 
Saltzer’s All Gold ...

Tone. Pounds. 
.... 82 460

26

Yellow Cob Ensilage 
Thoroughbred White

Flint.......... ...................  19
Selected Learning ... ... . 18
Early Butler................... 18
Mammoth Cuban ... 18
Giant Prolific Ensilage . 17
Pride of the North .......  17
Champion White Pearl v 17
Angel of Midnight......... 17
Mammoth East Rowed 

Flint.............................. 16

1976
1141
1064

267

1536

Thoroughbred White Flint, Early 
Butler and Mammoth Eight Rowed 
Flint are the three leading varieties 
in 1902 which appear among the 
best for a period of years.

It is noticed that the past year 
was an unusually good one for test 
plots of corn. The 12 best varie
ties range from 24* tons per acre to 
82 tons, while in 1901 the yield was 
from 21 to 24 tons.

The test for 1901 was as follows. 
Twelve of the best from 87 varieties 
tested are given:

Tons. Pounds.
Superior Fodder ............. 24 840
Early Mostodon ... 24 400
Early Butler ................... 28 1800
Thoroughbred White

Flint.............................. 28 200
Elxtra Early Huron ..... 22 1760
Cloud’s Early Yellow ... 22 1640
Giant Prolific Ensilage . 22 1640
Selected Learning ... . 22 1120
Red Cob Ensilage......... 22 460
Evergreen Sugar ... . 21 460
Champion White Pearl . 21 460
Rennies B. B.................... 21 460

One of the commonest e 
the 1

These lists show farmers the im
portance of selecting their seed. In 
1901, varieties yielded as low as 
8* tons. Those that yielded less 
than 10 tons are Saltzer’s Earliest 
Ripe, Extra Early Syekely, Yellow 
Six Weeks, Mitchell’s Extra Early.

Low yielding varieties chosen from 
the best of seeds tested for an aver
age of from Long Eared, 14 tons 
1,887 pourids; Kendall’s Early 
Giant, 14 tons 1,787 pounds; Black 
Mexican, 14 tons 1,127 pounds; Ex
tra Egrly Huron Dent, 14 tons 1,- 
004 pounds; Extra Early Syekely, 
12 tons 789 pounds; Mitchell's Ex
tra Early, 11 tops 1,042 pounds; 
Yellow Six Weeks, 10 tons 1,674 
pourids.

Farmers having these varieties in 
stock would do well to supplant 
them with others.

Corn is an Important crop, and the 
area under corn on most farms Is in
creasing every year. Silos in this 
part of Oritario are numerous and 
good results are obtained from 

an. It would be unwise to ex
pend money on silo structure and 
other incidental expenses in connec
tion with com cutting, and neglect 
the salient point of sowing the best 

d. It is frequently the case that 
farmers blame poor land and poor 

sons, when the real cause of the 
small yields is dewing inferior seed.

The Eastern Ontario Dairymen’s 
Association has arranged for an 
portant convention in Ottawa 
January 7th, 8th arid 9th. 
pected that 1,000 dairymen 
present. The meetings 1 
in the Normal Sdhool. 
much importance will be 
by some of the beet autuunwe* 
the Dominion, assisted by emli 
Americans.

The manufacture of bi
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Agriculture, o*,l 
Roberteon, Coo. j 

ture and Dairyin-1 
Mr. J. A. Ruddick, chief dairy oir] ™ 
•ton. Dominion Department Agrici 
ture; Prof. O. O. Jante», Deputy 1 
later Agriculture, Ontario; Dr. c 
uell and Superintendent J. W. Htm"! 
Kingston Dairy School; the instruct. 1 
ore of the Dairymen'* Association,! 
and many others. It Is altogeth, ] 
likely that Major Alvord, of Waafc.| 
ington, D.O., chief of the dairy din. 1 
sion. United States Department y I 
Agriculture, will be present. He h# j 
been Invited, and replied that ^ 
hopes to be able to he present.

The citizens of Ottawa will attend! 
an open meeting Wednesday, the 6ret j 
day of the convention. A musics I 
programme will be added to the 11# 
of speeches.

Hie other special aesslona will h, ' 
elude one for cheese makers, one for ) 
butter makers, and one for patron» 
of cheeee factories.

Reduced railway rates have been 1 
secured. j

The district covered by the Ba#. I 
era Ontario Dairymen's Association 1 
extends from Toronto to the east-1 

limit of the province. The con-l 
vention at Whitby last yea, wa»| 
very successful. It is a departure] 
from previous custom to have the | 
convention in a town so far north I 
as Ottawa. If dairymen in this di» I 
trict take the interest that they 
should take, Ottawa will soon be I 
given the consideration that it de. I 
serves. The success of the recent j 
cheese boards banquet has done much 1 
to give the Capital a reputation.

Professor J. W. Robertson, Domin- I 
ion Dairy Commissioner, is doing 
much to assist the enterprise. For 
the promotion of dairying in Ont». | 
rto, the Eastern Ontario Dairymen’» 
Association expend in the neighbor
hood of II 0,000 annually.

St. Edvard's Shrine.
One very queer feature of English I 

Protestantism is that it has invari-1 
ably Commenced by abolishing and I 
uprooting everything distinctively! 
Catholic, and then, just as invaria- ] 
bly, attempted to revive that which 1 
it had destroyed in a form that! 
merely Indicated a degree of mean-1 
inglees imitation. Take for example I 
the recent action of the authorities! 
in connection with Westminster Ab-| 
bey, who have sought to erect 
altar to the honor of St. Edward,! 
the royal Confessor, to replace that! 
which had been destroyed genera-1
tlons ago. In the west end of the I 
Abbey, at the shrine of St. Edward I 
tfhia strange kind of altar has teen I 
erected by those now in charge of I 
the edifice. The remarks of a Lon- I 
don Catholic organ, on the subject, | 
are very pertinent. It says:- 

*‘In former days it is certain that I 
an altar did stand on this exact j 
spot. It was erected by
less exalted a client of the I 
great English ■ King-Saint than I
Henry TIT, himself who spent j
a huge sum of money preparing what J 
has been described as a jewelled! 
Shrine for the relics of the Uonfes* I 
sor. The present altar, which has! 
been put up by the protestant custo-1 
dians of the Abbey, Is utterly out! 
of place with the style of the <ur-| 
rounding structure. It is composed I 
of a slab of heavy black marble, I 
standing on four plain marble legs, I 
which bulge in the middle, and flag-1 
ged beneath and in front with blade I 
marble to match. In still woreel 
triste probably is the gilded friesel 
which has been plastered on the! 
shrine itself to carry the nails be#r-| 
ing the curtains that have been rvl 
moved from the rear of the altar;! 
As some one has written, ‘a Picee| 
of ge<udy Axminster carpet sewn in-1
to an antique, silk Persian rug c 
scarcely be more incongruous.' I 

We fail to see what the objMt <*| 
such an altar can be, It is neit* 
intended for a sacrifice to be offereM 
thereon—the general purpose of 
altar—nor yet does it seem to be m-| 
tended as a monument. According toe the description we would take it I 
be a very iunerrial-looking tabtow*»!

>t trouble| 
does SL
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Why, what is the matter with you. 
Swan Garvey? If you haven’t been 
sitting there a-exying over your 
breakfast for the last fifteen min
utest Christmas morning, too, and 
you after coming from Mass and me 
after frying them sausages and ap
ples just for you because it's Christ- 
oxasit I’m sure I heard you hum
ming Adeete Fideles while you were 
dressing and I said to myself, 
‘Thanks be to God/ for its almost 
eleven years since mother died and 
you’ve never sung a note since, I’ve 
never told you of half the times that 
Father Martin has asked me to coax 
you back to the choir. ‘Mary,’ said 
he only the Sunday before last. ‘I 
do wish Susan would help us with 
the Christmas music. Helen Grady 
is home,' says he, 'to spend the holi
days and that reminds me/ he says, 
‘that Susan has never been in the 
choir since Helen’s wedding.’ My, 
how you sang that day, Susan! I 
shall never forget it. Well, I said 
to Father Martin, its no use Fa
ther! Susan has got to be so set in 
■her ways. You know poor mother 
vraB at that Mass; she died just ele
ven days after and we’ve just give 
way to our grief and just narrowed 
down and moped, says I, just as if 
nobody ever had any trouble or loss 
in the world but ourselves. That's 
•what I told him, Susan, and that’s 
the truth. Of course we can go to 
the front door and look at all the 
improvements we've made on the 
place—five good brick houses, two 
store rooms and a six stalled barn, 
everything retfied and everything 
clear. Yet, It seems to me that we 
ourselves are all shrivelled up inside 
And out. It’s Christmas morning 
and here we sit, two lonely women. 
Not a living soul has wished us a 
happy Christmas, and no wonder, 
when we begrudge even to God a 
«mail share of the gifts He heaped 
Upon us. You know I never re
proached you or nagged you, but I 
may as well tell you that I did think 
hard thoughts of you this morning 
at first Mass when I heard the chil
dren singing and remembered —” 
Here her voice ceased and burying 
her face in her hands, she swayed to 
and fro with the strength of her 
emotion.

The younger sister, a handsome, 
dark-haired woman of about thirty- 
five years, rose quickly, and turning 
to where her sister sat, held out her 
hands beseechingly, saying in a 
frightened way, as if she feared the 
suddenness of her resolve: "Come 
Mary, come back with me and I’ll 
sing in the chorus at the last Mass. 
Oh, yes, I mean it! Do hurry!” she 
cried as h*er sister sat still, too 
much surprised to move until Susan 
with her wraps and almost threw 
them on.

"I just took a notion, or perhaps 
a longing, to Join in your chorus,” 
explained Susan to the choir direct
or, as he came forward to shako 
hands and wish her a happy Christ
mas.

"So good of you, I'm sure,” hh 
said, handing her a piece of music 
which he held waiting as if he quite 
expected her, Susan said afterwards, 
and with fast-beating heart and 
burning cheeks, she stayed.

When Mass was over the 
\ walked home together without ex

changing a word.
"We’ll be two hours late with our 

dinner now,” said Mary as they en
tered the house, "but I'm that hap
py, Susan, that I know I couldn’t 
eat the finest dinner that ever was 
cooked.’’

"Never mind the dinner,” said Su
san. "Let us sit down. I want to 
talk to you."

"But the breakfast table isn’t 
cleared. I’ll Just put the food o-

"Oh, never mind the food to-day!” 
Susan picked up a large envelope 

sat down, drawing her chair
and said soft- 

said this 
all shrivelled 
tu spoke the 
didn't say, 

that 
all the

ili

UP in my own fancied wrongs to give 
a thought to yours. I just accepted 
your patience and devotion as my 
Just due and spoiled your life as 
well as my own. No, don’t Inter
rupt me! I was bringing myself to 
judgment this morning when you 
saw me crying, and your repiroaches 
were not half so bitter as my own.

"You never knew, Mary,” she said, 
as her eyes fell and she paused for 
a moment to hide a break in her 
voice, "you never suspected that I 
loved Henry Grady, did you? No, 
you never did,” she went on, not 
waiting for an answer. "How could 
you, when he never knew it and He
len never knew it—and she my near
est friend! I loved her too, dear 
little Helen! Do you remember, 
Mary, just twelve years ago to-day, 
how happy we all were? And how 
mother insisted on Helen’s coming 
the night before so as to have the 
whole long, happy Christmas day 
with us, how she snuggled her and 
petted her because she had no mo
ther of her own?”

"Yes, indeed, I remember,” inter
rupted Mary. "Henry pretended to 
be jealous of mother's attentions to 
Helen and insisted on her caressing 
him also, saying he had been the 
one and only orphan up to that 
time and he wouldn’t have his place 
usurped without a struggle.”

"And then,” continued Susan, 
" our sleighing party that night, 
when he whispered to me of his love 
—I did not answer him because my 
own was too deep for expression. 
And I thanked God for that when 
later, in the confidence of a mid
night chat. Helen told me blustting- 
ly that Henry was the only man she 
ever felt could care for. It sounded 
neither bold nor unladylike from her. 
She was too sweet and womanly 
ever to beg the question or to 
scheme in any way whatever. —And 
—and then, you remember, mot’ r 
fell ill and we went out very J Ae 
that winter. Henry came as t aal, 
but somehow things were dif ,rent. 
He had lost the old boyiefo, bro
therly ways and I blamed myself at 
times. Then again I would say to 
myself—Whatever is to come, will 
come.

"Will you ever forget that Easter 
morning,” she said after a pause, 
"when Helen came to Mother's bed
side and with tears of joy asked her 
to kiss her and bless her, for Henry 
and she were engaged and were to 
be married in October? All through 
that long, weary summer I could 
feel my heart turning to atone, but 
I laughed and sang and helped Helen 
with her trousseau, all along pro
mising myself a time when I would 
throw all the miserable acting to 
the four winds and refuse to be any 
longer agonized. Then the wending 
and the singing, which you were all 
so proud of and which has echoed 
back to me through years of misery 
like the last long cry of a lost soul. 
Then followed poor mother’s death 
and Henry's promotion and transfer 
to New York. For a time Helen 
wrote, though never a line did I 
send her. You thought I wee tour
ed and embittered through grief for 
our loss. Oh. it is never grief, Mary, 
that makes a person stingy and 
crabbed and hateful! I had worn 
myself out keeping up and pretend
ing, and I never wanted to meet a 
through it all I never had a harsh 
soul or go anywhere again. And yet 

sisters thoUght of Helen, but that’s all the 
good I can say of myself, for in my 
blind selfishness >1 forgot and kept 
you warped and narrowed all these 
years. No, don’t try to excuse me, 
Mary. I wronged you and you know 
it. You see. it was lack of 
balance and lack of faith, 
been brave and perhaps Unselfish in 
regard to Helen and thought that 
gave me a right to be a miserable 
coward for the rest of my life. No, 
I never thought at all. I just went 
on gratifying myself and growing 
smaller and smaller until I almost 
begrudged the sunshine to any hu
man being on earth. Well. this 
morning, as I was sneaking into sec
ond Mass, who should walk up 
me but Helen Grady, ___^

I had

looking
pinched and worn as ourselves 
eyes were red and sunken, as if 
bad cried all night. You-fcsaRS*-'-
ron in with a flower tor her. yon

would think she’d got a fortune, 
she’d lie there so smiling and hap
py."

"I remember, and it all rushed 
over me this morning when she came 
dp to me and handed me this.” Su
san picked up the envelope, whicn 
had fallen on the floor. "I wish you 
à happy Christmas, Susan/ she 
said. ‘Here is my baby's picture. 
And maybe you’ll sing at the Mass 
to-morrow?’ What Mass, Helen, 
said I. There won't be any special 
Mass to-morrow, will there? ‘Ill is 
is. Christmas day, you know. ‘Yes, I 
know, ’ she said, ‘but my baby will 
be buried to-morrow. He has been 
dead for two days. He is only four 
years old/ she went on, 'and for 
three of them he has been a cripple. 
He loved music so, ‘and I’m having 
a High Mass for him. Father Mar
tin has asked the choir to sing all 
the Christmas music. Won’t you 
sing for him, Susan? Your mother 
would have loved him, I know. She 
was always so good to me and to 
all who were friendless or mother
less or—’ arid here she hid her face 
in her bands and sobbed out—' fa
therless.' ”

"Why, Helen, I asked through my 
tears, for the mention of mother had 
softened my miserable heart and I 
was crying for the first time since 
she died—is Henry dead? ‘No, Su
san, not dead/ she answered, ‘ but 
I'm here alone at Uncle Richard's 
and my baby is dead. That’s his 
picture. You’ll sing for him, won’t 
you? I wouldn’t ask you only it’s 
Christmas.’ Then she hurt-ied into 
Mass and I hurried after her and 
knelt beside her but she didn't speak 
again. I couldn’t have told you this 
when I came home this morning. I 
was almost crazed with remorse for 
my hardness, and with pity for poor 
Helen. Now we'll go to her and try 
to comfort her and to-morrow we'll 
bring her here.”

"But Henry?” asked Mlary. " I 
wonder where he is and what can 
have happened to him when the lit
tle boy is dead, and he living and 
not here?”

"Oh. I can’t imagine, Mlary, and 
this is no time to wonder or i;Ues- 
tidn. Poor Helen needs friends and 
we’ll go at once.”

"Well, if this isn’t a strange 
Christmas day,” murmured Mary as 
she prepared a hasty lunch. "Tears, 
death, reunion and softened hearts, 
and please God, there will be peace 
and good will. But poor Henry,” 
she wondered, "where can he be?”

"Susan Garvey,” she said as they 
walked over to Helen’s in the gath
ering twilight, "I tried to interrupt 
you many times when you were 
blaming yourself for making my life 
bitter as well as your own. It 
wasn’t you that made it bitter. I 
made my own bitter bread, for 1 
loved Henry Grady too. I knew he 
never noticed me because I was not 
clever like you and Helen and had 
no education to speak of. But all 
the same I loved him. Somehow I 
thought you knew. I had so few 
kind words for Helen. Ie never could 
hhve been so kind and helpful to her 
as you were.”

"Poor Mary!)” whispered Busan. 
"Hush now, dear. We will forget 
everything but that Helen’s needs us. 
Thank God, whatever happens, we 
have a home and peace and comfort 
to give her.”

"Susan,” said Father Martin the 
next day as they stood together for 
a moment over the grave of Helen’s 
boy, "It was like old times to hear 
you singing to-day. Be good to He
len and God will bless you. Poor 
Henry was Vain and weak and irres
ponsible and altogether unwortny of 
a good woman's love."

"Just Imagine the blindness of us 
alii" said Siwan to Mary when they 
reached hotoe late that evening 
"Think of all the good men we turn
ed away! And the poor weakling 
who was undeserving of any had the 
love of three good women. Good fuv 
ed us from grief anti misery while 
we thought He had forgotten us end 
left our lives empty. Surely no one 

more reason to adore Him and 
thank Him this holy Christmnstide."

"Poor Henry! Let us first prey 
- * ’! said Mary; and they knelt

in the darteness. - Teresa 
O'Hare, in the Boeary Mag-

A Non-Catholic View 
Of France and the

ï :

Freedom of conscience, so-called, 
whether religious or non-religious, is 
probably the most Important guar
antee of modern civilized society. It 
is a light which illuminates the past 
and beacons the future. It protects 
superstition, but it guides intel
ligence. It was natural, therefore, 
that the extraordinary religio-milt- 
tant demonstrations which France 
has witnessed this summer should 
arouse keen interest throughout the 
world. It was natural, too, that 
widespread sympathy should be felt 
for those servants of the Roman 
Catholic Church who were the vic
tims of a law which seemed to strike 
at the very root of individual liber
ty.

The record of events as transmit
ted by cable offered encouragement, 
if not absolute justification, for the 
sympathy aroused. Between June 
27 and August 20, nearly 2,500 
schools and seminaries controlled by 
Religious Orders were closed by drf. 
créés signed by the President of the 
Republic. Often the execution of 
these decrees was attended by acts 
of violence. In certain departments, 
so formidable was the resistance the 
people offered that the police at the 
command of the local prefects was 
found to be insufficient, and the 
military was employed. Scenes of 
great dramatic and human interest 
took place, particularly in West Brit
tany and in the Vendee south of 
Brittany. At Lanouee, 600 nuns and 
peasant women armed with scythes 
and pikes defended a school until 
dispersed by the soldiers. At Saint- 
Meen, a conflict between the enraged 
populace and the soldiers was nar
rowly avoided. A school at Plonda- 
niel was heavily barricaded and the 
Lady Superior said to the gendarmes 
sent to expel her: "lYou see our de
fenses. You must shoot before
we yield. There will be bloodshed if 
any one attempts to enter." The 
Lady Superior at Landemeay Con
vent said: "Like true Bretons, we 
will yield only to force. The women 
and other people who are guarding 
the school night and day have given 
us a Courageous example." The com
mon people were not alone in cham
pioning the cause of the Sisters. At 
Sully, the Marquise MacMahon, 
daughter of the Duc de Chartres, 
took her place with the nuns in the 
local convent and was forcibly ex
pelled with them. In the same man
ner the Duchesse de Braganza stood 
by the nuns of St. Benedict. Two 
officers of the army, Col. de Saint- 
Reiny and Commandant Le Roy La- 
durie, refused to obey orders to ex
pel nuns on the ground that they 
were Christians first, soldiers after-

These are only a few of the inci
dents attending the execution of the 
decrees. In the meantime, public 
meetings were held in various towns 
where the action of the Government 
was condemned with mighty vocifer
ation. Certain local Courts of Ap
peal declared the placing of seals on 
tjhe school doors illegal. Several 
magistrates resigned rather than 
prosecute those who had met the po
lice and soldiers with assault. A 
delegation of Parisian society ladies 
waited on Mme. Loubet, praying 
that she would use her influence 
with her husband to stop " this 
monstrous outrage." It was all In 
vain. Decrees of closure continued 
to be signed and enforced. By the 
last of August the work was com
plete. Every school in France which 
had not willingly acknowledged the 
authority of the state had been clos
ed. At the eleventh hour the Gov
ernment made this concession; the 
schools might be re-opened with lay 
teachers, pending the settlement of 
the estates.

But what was the exact character 
of the echoole closed?

Why had they declined to comply 
with the law?

What was this law, it» origin, its 
aim?

Those echoole, the closing of which 
haa aroused such profound sympathy 
abroad, may be divided into three 
closees: (1) those in which pupils 
were received free of charge, but 
which were supported by subscrip
tions, or by profit from the pupUe 
work; (3) those maintained aa stock 
companies, deriving their mean» 
from the tuition paid by pupils; and 
(8) those receiving charity pupils as - 
well as paid pupils and supported by 
various means-direct subscription, 
tuition, or through stipend granted 

by the Religious Order in 
name they were operated. All 

under the generally accepted 
tion of "private schools" for 
were conducted by Independent, 

bodies, and capable of pro- 
pecuniary profit

in' denying the right of the state

to interfere with the schools, both 
the Concordat of 1801 and the Fal- 
loux Law of 1850 were evoked. One 
guaranteed to the Catholic Church 
full exercise of its rubric. The sec
ond made religious education inde
pendent of state authority. Popu
larly, Catholic resentment may be 
best expressed by the words of ' the 
Lady Superior of the Assumption- 
ist Convent, in the Rue Violet, 
Paris: "We deny the right of the 
Government to pay domiciliary via- 
its to our convents. We deny its 
right to supervise our methods or 
inquire into our aims. We have no
thing to conceal, but a principle is 
at stake and we mean to defend it."

It seems proper to pause here and 
consider the other side of the ques
tion.

In 1891 the Religious Orders In
cluded 152 male and 1,511 female 
associations, possessing 16,468 es
tablishments—hospitals, asylums, re
formatories and schools. In the last 
ten years these establishments had 
increased by twenty per cent.

But neither monarchy nor empire 
was actively inimical to their aims 
and ends. With the Republic it has 
been otherwise. Laws have been in
troduced taxing their properties; de
crees have been enforced dispersing 
this or that Order. Still, the Orders 
prospered.

The Associations Law was the 
masterpiece of the Waldeck-Rousseau 
administration. It had three ob
jects in view; to enable the Govern
ment to declare null and void, with
out process of law, any association 
which, in character, design or influ
ence, was deemed contrary to exist
ing laws; to force native associa
tions to recognize the state as their 
source of power; to force associations 
in France controlled from a- 
broad to show cause why they 
should be permitted to exist within 
the jurisdiction of the Republic. An 
association was defined as an organ
ization "of two or more persons, 
whereby they place in common their 
knowledge or activity with a pur
pose other than that of sharing pro
fits.” Proper punishments were pro
vided for violations of this law. In 
the case of an illegal association, its 
property was to be returned to the 
original donors or their heirs, as far 
as possible; to those of its members 
whose labors had contributed to its 
wealth; or, finally, it was to be set 
aside for a superannuated working
man's pension fund.

The bill was passed by a majority 
of 79 in the Chamber and 74 in the 
Senate. It became a law on July 1, 
1901. Six months were given the 
Orders in which to apply for author
ization. The time was then extend
ed for three months; then for three 
months more.

Although Religious Orders were 
not specially designated In the law, 
it was obvious that its application 
would completely disrupt and disor
ganize their system. Militant socie
ties like the Assumptionists and Je
suits would at once come under the 
class of illegal associations; the 
great Latin Orders of Dominicans, 
Carmelites, Capuchins, Benedictines, 
etc., controlled from abroad, could 
only receive authorization to oper
ate in France after a most searching 
inquiry into their methods and aims; 
other Orders must acknowledge the 
soverignty of the state.

By October 2, 1901, only 1,779
male and 8,862 female establishments 
of the Orders had sent in petitions 
praying for authorization by the 
French Government, leaving 11,827 
out of 16,468 establishments which 
made no application. Many congre
gation»—Carthusians, Jesuits, Car
melites, Benedictines, Assumption
ists, etc.—were preparing to leave 
France or had already done so. Am
ong those who had applied for and 
received authorization, were the 
Caputhins, Dominicans and Trap- 
piste. Others declared that they 
would await events. The Pope, be
fore the passage of the Associations 
Law, had in a letter addressed to 
the Bishops of France protested a- 
gainst its principle and aim. He now 
instructed the Orders to apply for 
authorization if jhey so desired.

Last autumn the Waldeck-Rousseau 
Ministry became the longest-lived of 
any Government in the career of the 
Third Republic. M. Waldeck-Rous
seau withdrew, and was succeeded 
by M. Combes as President of the 
Council arid Minister of Public Wor
ship»

And here a word about M. Combes. 
Upon his shoulders, as Minister of 
Interior and of Public Worship, rest
ed the execution of the Law of As
sociations. M. Combes, who has 
been a Senator since 1885, is a doc
tor by profession. He was educated 
by the Jesuits. Hjp'khowledge of 
church history is profound. He is 
author of an authoritative work en
titled ‘Psychologie de Saint Thomas 
d'Aquin." On June 10 he read the 
Government declaration from the 
tribune of the Chamber. Those parts 
of the address pertaining to the sub
ject in hand are worthy of remem
brance:

"Universal suffrage has pronounc
ed. It has approved the conduct of

the Government, it has returned i 
stronger majority and one not 
determined to hold together. The j 
sociations Law has entered upon the 
period of administrative and judicial r 
application. The Government will» 
see to it that none of its provision*/ 
remains null and void. We
propose to you at the same time 1
abrogation of the Education *(FaW 
loux) Law of March 16, 1850, and 
the restoration to the state, withbuff 
being obliged to revert to a univeiv 
eity monopoly, of the rights 
guarantees which It now utterly 
lacks."

As I have stated, the first budget! 
of decrees ordering the closing of As* 
•ociation schools was presented to 
President Loubet for his signature 
on June 27. This dealt with 18S 
schools, which were closed. July 4 
witnessed a spirited debate on the 
subject in the Chamber. MM. Denys 
Cochin de Ramel and Abbe GayraiAS 
complained of the force employed by 
the Government. They contended 
that the schools established since the 
promulgation of the Associations 
Law did not require authorization, 
and that in any case the Govern
ment should wait until the tribunals 
had pronounced on this point before 
taking such drastic measures a- 
gainst devoted women.

In his reply M. Combes Insisted 
that the Government was bound to 
act as it had done. The Govern
ment was resolved, supported as itt 
was by a majority in both Cham
bers, to make the spirit of the Re
volution triumph in matters of reli
gious policy. It would be absurd 
if the Government, while empowered 
to dissolve formerly authorized/com
munities, were powerless against the 
unauthorized. M. Combes added:

"This is the first act, which will 
soon be followed by others. It ie 
well that this first act should be un
animously approved by the Republic
ans in this Chamber. I am certain 
that they will do so, for our decree 
Is but the execution of the Ministe
rial declaration which you applaud
ed and which we maintain intact. 
Republican France has sent here a 
majority of representatives resolved 
on securing the definite victory of 
lay society over monastic disobedi
ence."—Walter Littlefield, in the 
North American Review.

He Never Heard 
Of the Incarnation.

The darkness In which some por
tions of our country live concerning 
Catholic practices and the teaching 
of the Church is almost incredible to 
persons who dwell in more favored 
localities. A priest who lately gave 
a mission in the mountains not many 
miles from New York thus describee 
one of the settlements which he vie- 
ited:

"Here,” he writes, "are many per
sons who have never seen a priest, 
who have been raised in unquestion
ing faith in all the fairy tales con
cerning the Church which have been 
handed down from the earliest settle
ment of the country, and which to 
their knowledge have never been con
tradicted— the worshipping of idols* 
the purchase of permission to com
mit sin, the inquisition, racks, 
thumb-screws. They believe pro
foundly in them all. There are 
grown men who are firmly convinced 
that a priest is an impersonation of 
the devil, and they would sooner 
have one of their mountain bears 
hug them than let a priest shake 
their hand.”

It is into such regions as this — 
and for all our boasted civilization 
there are not a few of them — that 
our missionaries penetrate.

This same priest tells of a conver
sion which he made on this misaioh. 
There was a "native” who had no 
particular belief. in any religion. AM 
he knew was that he hated the 
Church because some one had told 
him that the wicked priests wanted 
to gain control of the country, i 
then stamp out Protestantism by 
burning all its votaries act thelf 
"Very well,” said the priest; "if I 
cam show you that the Church 
tainly does not intend to 
all the non-CathoIlce, but to < 
them; if I can show you that, 
you believe?” The man sais 
■would; so the priest patiently 
Carefully, like one Instructing a « 
taught him the mysteries of 
faith. The man had never so mu 
as heard of the Incarnation. As 1 
priest explained It be sat quite, a 
sorbed in new thought, and 
finally the missionary said,
God was made man like you < 
fered death for our sake,” 
man burst out, "If that is i 
Catholic Church teaches I i 
be a Catholic, : 
tiful cannot 1 
Church.” So 
baptized.-Tb
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PRESENCE OF MIND. — To be 
•Me to keep a cool head In a time 
of excitement or danger is a valu
able power, and one that is not as 
common as it ought to be. The por- 
or to think clearly and act qjuickly 
In an emergency seems to be inborn 
with some people, while others who 
can use thfeir brains to good advan
tage on ordinary occasions lose 
their wits completely when they are 
brought face to face with any un- 
wual situation. An incident that 
ocwarretf not long since is a good il
lustration of what may be accom
plished by a clear, cool head. Two 
boys were working together in one 
room of a factory where trunks were 
manufactured, when in some way a 
fife started in a pile of window 
shades. One boy, when he saw the 
blaze, which was only a small one, 
rushed frantically down stairs, and 
out to the nearest box, where he 
thmed in an alarm. The other, how
ever, quickly gathered up the burn
ing shades, thrust them into a trunk 
standing near, and shut the cover 
upon them. When the firemen reach
ed the place, they asked where the 
fire was, and the boy answered cool
ly, *T don't think there is any now, 
but if there is, it is all in this 
trunk." The trunk was opened, and 

was found that the fire was out, 
smothered by lack of air. The fire
men complimented the boy on his 
action, and the other who had turn
ed in the alarm hastened to say, 
"Why, I could have done that if I 
only had thought of it." "If he had 
thbught of it!" If he had thought 
of it—that is where the point comes. 
•That is where so many of us fail. 
What is done by the clear, cool- 
headed person in an emergency is 
usually something simple, something 
that anybody could do. Our brains 
were given for use, but we are not 
getting the full use of them if they 
refuse to serve us when we need them 
most. Very often we make the mis
take of thinking that we can do no
thing to prevent this failure, and so 
go on in the same old way, letting 
our brains play us false at critical 
moments, when with the right sort 
of training, they might have helped 
us to be masters of the situation, 
Instead of being mastered by it. 
Training can accomplish a great

THE CROWN OF OEMS.—It was 
In the Kingdom of Heaven where the 
angpl children thronged round a 
golden stand on which rested a 
crown of glittering gems.

- "For whom can it be?" they whis
pered, and-an angel tall and stately 
answered them.

"It is waiting for the child in the 
world below who denies herself for 
the good of others," she said.

"And who is that?" they asked. 
t "I hç,ve not found one worthy of 
the crown yet, but I am always 

;(aepking," was the answer. Then the 
crown of gems was hidden from their 
sight and the angel, wrapping her 
silvery wings around her, , passed 
through the golden gates ^nto the 
shadows of the world below; a little 
child-angel slipped through the gates 
too, and under the shelter of the an
gel's wings begged to go also. They 
hovered over a mighty city and the 
child.angel marveled at the many 
and strange things she saw. Happi- 

and misery, goodness and wick
edness, seemed strangely interming
led. It was only where children 
dwelt that the angel of gifts paused, 

listened, and watched.
"See," said the child-angel, "sure- 

little girl is doing a gener- 
kindly action; look at her giving 

to the little beggar boy." 
id eaten many herself, she 

went it; there le no merit In

"He has far more beautiful ones 
at home, he does not need them," 
was the reply.

"But there is a boy who has an 
orange given him, and his baby sis
ter cries for it; see, he is dividing it 
and giving her a part."

"Yes, but he keeps the larger part 
for himself," said the angel sorrow
fully.

"Oh, then, shall we never find a 
child deserving of the crown of 
Çems?" inquired the little angel sad
ly-

"We must watch and wait," the 
angel answered, with the light of 
hope shining in her face.

They lingered at the houses of the 
rich, where luxury abounded. Some
times they found sweet, unselfish 
children, but more often the reverse, 
and none that the angel of gifts 
thought worthy of the crown of 
gems. Then they paused over a 
house where children were dressing 
gaily for a party. Fires burned in 
the bedrooms, and women fitted to 
and fro from one room to another 
to see how the little ones were get
ting on, for they were preparing for 
a fancy dress ball.

'Ihere were many children, for five 
belonged to one family and three to 
another, for the cousins from the 
country had come to stay with the 
others in town.

In a darkened room apart lay a 
little boy in bed, and his face was 
turned to the wall, for he was cry
ing. He had looked forward to the 
ball as much as any of them, but 
now he had caught a bad cold and 
was not allowed to go. And there 
lay his little soldier’s uniform at the 
foot of the bed; he had asked to 
have it brought in that he might 
look at it, but it was a pitiful plea
sure. The red coat with epaulettes 
of gold, the beautiful soft busby, the 
gleam of the shining sword in its 
glittering sheath had been too much 
for the little fellow, and he had 
broken down and was sobbing.

He was all by himself, too, and he 
felt lonely and forgotten; his nurse 
had been called away to sew some 
sparkling ornaments on to a qpeen’s 
robe, so he lay there alone crying 
silently.

Presently the door opened softly 
and a little girl peep** in creased as 
a fairy. ... f *

"Nicky," she whispered, "are you 
asleep?"

A stifled sob was the answer.
"Oh!" cried the child.
"Ate you crying 'cause you can't 

go)"
"I’se so miserable; oh, Sissie, I 

do wis' 'oo weren't going."
"But the nurse will be with you, 

Nicky, and if you can't sleep, mo
ther said you might have the new 
picture books to look at."

"But I can't read them; I want 
'oo to read them to me, Sissie.-' 

"But nurse will, Nicky."
"No she won’t, she never will, and 

I know she will be in the servants' 
hall and think I'll. be, a^toep, but 'T 
shan’t, I know I shati/CK Oh, l’sc so 
miserable!"

The fire flared Up into a bright 
blaze and flickered on the little sis
ter's face. Such a sweet little face 
it was! It looked very thougntful 
and Just a little sad; indeed there 
if as a suspicion of tears in the pret
ty blue eyes. Then the little girl in 
her smart white fairy's frock leaned 
over her brother's bed and touched 
his wet cheek with her soft little 
hand.

"Nicky, shall—shall I stay with 
you?" she adked, speaking with a 
great effort, and a tremble in her 
voice.

"Oh, yes, Sissie, anjl read to me," 
exclaimed Nicky, .stfrtjjpg up in hjs 
eager delight, hie eyes shining with 
gladness, then suddenly remembering 
the ball that Sissie was dressed ko 
smartly for, his face fell.

ÀBut don't you want to go?" he 
faltered.

There was a moment’s hesitation, 
then Sissie said bravely:

"I'll stop with you. Nicky, and — 
and we'll be so happy."

She darted out or the room and 
quickly ret/Umed looking

front door, the clatter of 
steps let down, the stamping of 
horses’ hoofs imipatient to be off, 
the Jangling of bells and the swift 
rush of the carriages over the hard 
road.

Siseie's voice faltered over the 
story she was reading, and the let
ters danced up and down on the 
page; she stopped a moment and 
then went on with her voice strong
er and truer than before.

Hie angel’s face shone with joy, 
and the cliild angel felt her eyes dim 
with tears.

"She surely is deserving of tlfe
croWn of gems/' she whispered.

"It is the beginning, she will fit 
herself for it, but she is not yet 
ready," answered the angel of gifts, 
and drew her little companion on.

They flew silently through the 
night which was early yet, scarcely 
evening, though darkness had come 
on suddenly with a fall of snow. 
Fine white flakes like tiny feathers 
blew in a confusing mass round and 
rourid, laying a soft white carpet 
over the frozen ground. Two little 
children sat huddled on a door-step; 
both looked pale and thin, but. the 
elder had an emaciated appearance 
and bl^dlees look that was p<*tful 
to see.

‘Can't we go ’ome?" askel he 
younger one, nestling closer to her 
sister; "I am so cold."

There be four more boxes C 
matohes to sell. I daren't go back 
till I've got rid’er them," replied 
the elder child.

Then she took off her wretched- 
looking jacket and wrapped it round 
her little sister. She was shivering 
with cold herself, and her poor numb 
feet showed here and there through 
the broken boots she wore. She was 
hungry, too, for she had eaten noth
ing all day, and her ch*si was ach
ing with a dry cough that shook her 
slight fame with painful paroxysms.

T'se so 'angry," murmured the 
little- one, "I’se so 'ungry. Can’t 
you buy a bit o' bread, L!/.°"

Jurit then a school-boy ran past 
them, his arms full of parcels; a pa
per bag fell almost at t he children's 
feet. Liz bent forward and handed 
it to Mm. The boy had a rosv, 
round face and kind eyes. He no
ticed the hungry little faces of the 
poor children, and thrusting his 
hand into the white paper bag drew 
out a currant bun, which he threw 
into L|z's lap, then he hurried on. 
half ashamed of his kindly action.

:"0h, Liz," exclaimed Polly, seizing 
the bun.

Liz's first impulse was to divide 
it, then seeing that it was very big, 
and knowing how hungry Polly must 
be, she turned her head away and 
let the child eat it all.

The snow fell faster, the flakes 
were larger arid formed fantastic 
shapes as they whirled and danced 
in the night air. Polly, feeling bet
ter for the food and extra warmth 
of LlVs Jacket! leaned closer to her 
sister and fell asleep.

An hour or more passed and a po
liceman on his beat unexpectedly 
turned his lantern upon the chil-

He bent over them.
"Poor little thing, asleep," he' 

muttered, touching Polly’s face kind
ly with his hand.

Then he turned the full light of his 
lamp upon Liz. There was some
thing strange about her face. The 
pain and trouble had left it and giv
en place to peace arid rest.

For Liz had gone to receive the 
crown of gems.—Selected.

ICHURCH BELLS
Chimes and Peals,

I Best Superior Capper and TU. Oeluur pnoe
1 MoSHANE bell foundry 

Baltimore. Mu.

a
Real Estate end Fite Insoruee ip’ll

IMSaatf nil 101*1 DANIRT.

IBNBELY BELL GOMPANÎ
TROY.N.I., an<x

177 BROIDWAT, If *W TOBH City .

«•■■feetere Superior CHURCH BELLS

Valuations made of Real Estate. Per 
■onal supervision given to all business. 

Telephone Main 771

TH1 MAN WHO DRINKS.

The man who drinks does not real
ize that he ’ purchases the temporary 
gratification of his appetite at a 
price which, if seen objectively, 
would stagger him. If he could see, 
before he becomes its victim, the 
devitalizing forces which the drink 
habit sets in motion; if he could 
look into his - brain and note the 
growth of the first tiny seeds of de
cay sown there; if it were possible 
for him to view .through a micros
cope the corrosive action going on 
in his veins and arteries, sapping his 
blood, and stealing the elasticity 
from his muscles; in short, if he 
cotild see himself being reduced gra
dually from a vigorous human being 
to the physical and mental level of 
a jellyfish, he would shrink in horror 
from the sight.

HOSPITALITY AND ALCOHOL.

Some people, having an erroneous 
idea of hospitality, think that the 
offering of spirituous drinks to those 
who come to visit them is an indis
pensable part of hospitality. Such e

T. J. O’NEILL,
Real ; Estate : Agent,

180 ST. JAMES STKEET

Roofs of
Every Description

ii you want ta buy a preparty, want 
to Mil your proparty ; if y.„ w.nt ta 
aubanga your praparty, want your 
rent! colleeled, your taaee, inauraaoe. 
repair, aid renting attended ta. aaU or 
write for terme. Special attention 
gl«n to properties of non-te»idenle

Proapt Return,
Asphalt, Cement, and 

Vulcanite Floors.

' (Mint* Chirgei.

If Low Priées make a bargain, High 
Quality doubles it, that is why we are sure 
of our own ground.

JB* All our work supervised by Special 
Experts.

6801168 W. IBID & CO.,
7*6 ORAIQ STREET

CONROY BROS.
aaa Centre Street.

PrsctlesIPIoetsri, Bused Itesenrçen
■ LBCTB1C ee« mCCHANICAL 

BUU,.ia
Tol. Main 3663. Night and Day Harrier a

Soctety Directory.

A.O.H.. DIVISION NO. 8. meats «. 
tha lint and third Wednesday Ï 
each month, at x888 Notre Dama 
street, near McGill. Officers : *7
German D. Gallery. M.T , p—,,

*• McCarthy. Vice-President; 
Fred- J. Devlin. Rc«.-Secret»r. 1M8F Ontario .treat. I,1£££- 
?ea»rrer; John Hughe... Finançai 
Secretary. 66 Young etreeVM 
*Wel. Chairman Standing Con^ 
mlttan: John O'Donnell. Marshal.

8T . T‘ A' * B- SOOIJ7TY
Mtabliahed 1868.—Rev. Director" 
He». Father Flynn. Preeldent d" 
X' “ P; S~.. J. F. Quinn.' 
o25 St. Dominique street- if i
Byan. treasurer 18 St. Augustin street Meets on th. aecond ££ 

l £u’1°' ,Terv month, in St. Ann's 
Hall corner Young and Ottawa 
•treats, at 8.80 D.m.

A.O.H.

FARM
FOR
SALE,

Consisting of ans hundred snd nine 
res. No waste land. Within six 
ires af a> village, having good 

stores, two blasksmith shops, wheel- 
right shop, sreounery. Post Offise, 
Catholie Churoh, • plase of Protest
ant worship, two sehools, about the 

le distance from R. R. Station, 
less than two hours ride from Mont
real on C. V. R. R. The place le 
well watered, the buildings are large 
and in first-elans repair. A large 
brisk house arranged for ^wo fami
lies. This would be a desirable place 
for summer boarders, or for a gen
tleman wishing a country home far 
his family In summer. There are al
so apple sad sugar orchards; with a 
sufficient quantity of wood for a life
time. With care the farm will carry 
from fifteen to twenty sows had 
team. For particulars apply to

Tilipmoii 3833.

THOMAS O’GONNEU
Dealerln General Household Hardware. Paints 

Oils, and a fine line of Wall Papers.

Cor. Murray and Ottawa
STREETS.

PRACTICAL PLUMBER,

MS, STEAM and HOT NITER FTTTEI
RUTLAND LINING, TITS ANT 8TO- R

LADIES' AUXLIARy, d,_ 
vlalon No. 6. Organized Oct. loth 
3901. Meetings are held in at' 
Patrick's Hall. 93 St. Alexander’ 
°n the first Sunday of each month 
at 3.80 p.m., on the third Thure- 
day at 8 p.m. President, Mias An- 
nie Donovan; vice-president, Mrs, 
Sarah AUen; recording-secretary’ 
Miss Rose Ward; financial-secretary 
Mias Emma Doyle, 68 Andersen 
street; treasurer, Mrs. Charlotte 
Bermlngham; chaplain. Rev. p«_ 
tirer McGrath.

Orueri promptly attended te. l-t Modéraie 
araei. A trial lolielted.

KsTSBLianiD 1864.

C. O’BRIEN,
House, Sign and Decorative Painter

PLAIN AND D1C0RATIV1

PHILIP MELLAOY,
North Stanbrldge, P.Q.

Harness

Orderspromptiy
. . - oreheeter street;
Montreal

Bell Telephone. Main. 1406.

CARROLL BROS.,
leftotered Praetlealfianltarlans. 

Plewhers.BteaB fitters,
■stal and Sluts Beefsrs.

7SS CM1B STREET, aev St AattlM Street
Drainage and Ventilation aspeeialty.

OB A BOMS MODERA TE. Telephone 1»- 4

DANIEL FURL0N6,
Wkeleeele and Retail Dealer M

MICE IEEE, VEIL. MBTTOI ind fill,
54 Prlue# Arthur Street 

Special rates for Charitable Instltutleas. 
Tilipeomb East 47

LAWRENCE BILEY,

flneeeesqrto John Riley. Establish’ 
Plfcfq end Ornamental Plastering.

Street, Pelut iToherlN.

1 In INS. 
* of

•ft PATRICK'S SOCIETY.—Eh tub-1,’iit i 6th' 188®. Ur«mre^
ated 1868. revised 1864. Meets in St. Patrick's Hull, 93 St. AhîîsLn.

8r,t “o-lAy Of th.
month. Committee meets last Wed
nesday. Officer. : Rev. Director 
R*V. M. Callaghan. P.P. President] 
Hon. Mr. J uetloe C. J. Doherty ; 
1st Vice, F. E. Devlin, M.D.; 2nd 
Vice, F. J. Curran, B.C.L.; Trees- 
urer, Frank J. Green, Correa,on- 
In Secretary, John Knhala; R*. 
ordlng Secretary, T. P. Tansey.

ST ANN'S YOUNQ MEN'S 80CIB- 
IL 1880.—Moots l„ it.
hall, 167 Ottawa street. on th. 
”ret Sunday of each month at 
8.80 p.m. Spiritual Adviser Rev 
E. atrubbe, C.S8.R.; President. 
M. Casey; Treasurer, Thoms. 
O’Connel; Secretary, W. Whltty.

ST. ANTHONY'S COURT. O. O. F. 
■jasta on the second and fourth 
Jvlday of every month In their 
ball, corner Seigneere and Noire ’ÏT *• T' OTornwU. 0,«■. T. W. Kan., secretary.

ST. PATRICK'S T. A. A B. SO
CIETY.—Meats on the second Sun
day of every month In St. Pat, 
risk'a Hail. 93 St. Alexander Bt 
Immediately after Veepere. Com 
mitts, of Management meets |b 
same hall the first Tuesday of every 
month at 8 p.m. Rev Father Me 
Orath. B»». President ; W. Y. 
Doyl., in Vlee-Precldeot j Jae, 
P. Gunning, Secretary. Tie St. An
toine street. Bt Henri.

O.M.B.A. OF CANADA, BBANCB 
36.—(Organised, lath November, 
1878.—Branch 36 men» at St. 
Patrick's Hall, 93 St. Aleaandar 
St., on every Mondsy of *etb 
month. The regular meetings for 
th. transaction of buainsas are 
held on th. 2nd and 4th Monday, 
of each month, at 8 p.m. Spiritual 
Adviser, R.», M. Callaghan; Chan
cellor, F. J. Curran, B.C.L.; Pre
sident, Fred. J. Seers: Recording- 
Secretary, J. J, Coe tig an; Finan
cial-Secretary, Robt. Warren ; 
Treasurer, J. H. Feeler, Jr.; Medi
cal Adviser,, Dre. H. J. Harrison, 
E. J. O’Connor and G. H. Merrill.

« SUBSCRIBE NOW a-
d-lH-H'H-l-H-hH-l-I-d-H-Hd1

SUBSCRIPTION ORDER

iswNesteMMHfiHMMNitMwttMeiMiieee1,190

The Free Witness r. <F. Ce.’y. Limited
r. «. mi use, uohthbaImJ p. q.

I hereby Catherine yen to send me THH RUI WITNESS for which
I agree te pay te yens*order et the rate of One Dollar pa
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bubsoriptiov 

canada, fil.06; Unit 
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