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OLD-TIME SUPERSTITIONS,
“\When golden angels cease to cure the evil,
We give the royal wicheraft to the devil.,”—Pore.

HE reader who has dallied over ““ Percy's Reliques”
may, perhaps, recall to his mind the old ballad
of “ Sir Aldingar,” in which a lazar-man who
came to the King’s gate is told,

¢ He makes the a whole man and a sound
In two howers of the day.”
The afilicted one meets the King, and the poem continues @
“But first he had touched the lazar-man,
And stroakt him with his hands
The lazar under the gallows-tree
All whole and sounde did stande §*

An old superstition of great strength and wide-spread
prevalence is referred to in these lines,—one which has often
been the subject of research and thought, and whose history,
even at the present enlightened day, may prove of interest
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to the student of human nature,—that human nature which
is ever the same, in all ages and countrics,

Amonyg the collection of coins now upon exhibition at the
Pennsylvania Muscum and School of Industrial Art, Memo-
rial Hall, Fairmount Park, in Philade!phia,are certain English
gold coins, issucd by Charles I and Janes L. knowa as
* touch-picces,” which were given to thoie unfortunates
whom, in conformity with the superatition of the times, the
reigning sovereign * touched™ for the cure of the King's Evil,
a disease so named because it was thought to be healable
only by the hand of a monarch,

In days when many believed that the kingly office was of
divine origin, it was natural that the imaginations of those
people of feeble vitality and often of weak or deficient men-
tal power should be so far affected as to canse such bodily
changes as we know 1o be produced by a strongly excited
imagination, and, further, that those persons who were thus
cured and those who heard of such cures should attribute the
effect to the virtue of the kingly touch,—not to the influences
of any mere processes,

The superstition was a very old one in England, where it
can be traced back to the reign of Edward the Confessor,
and in the thronicle of William of Malmesbury will be found
the narrative of several cures of this discase effected by that
sovercign in England as well as in Normandy. It is consi-
dered remarkable that no other author who lived at or near
the time of EEdward the Contessor has spoken of this mar-
vellous gift, and the most singular fact of all is that the bull
by which he was canonized is stated to contain no allusion
whatever to any of the sanations perforined by him through
the royal touch.  But the old chroniclers who have narrated
these miracles inclined to the belief that the healing virtue
proceeded from the great personal sanctity of the monarch,
rather than from any hereditary virtue in the line of royal
succession or from the powers bestowed by the consecration
and investiture at his coronation.
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Holinshead, speaking of Edward the Confessor, the first
English monarch of whom the power to heal was recorded,
says “that he used to help those that were vexed with the
disease commonly called the King's Evil, and left that vir-
tue, as it were, a portion of the inheritance of his successors,
the kings of this realm,”

There is no record that the first four Norman monarchs
attempted to heal the malady by touching ; but the cures of
Henry 11, are attested by his chaplain, Peter de Blois, John
of Gadesden, who was physician to Edward 111.,(about 1320,)
in a work upon the scrofula, recommends that, after all
other remedies have been tried and failed, as a last resource,
the patient should repair to the Court in order to be touched
by the King.  Sir John lortescue, Lord Chicef Justice in
the reign of Henry 1V, and Chancellor to Henry V., repre-
sents the practice as having belonged to the kings of Eng-
land from time immemorial,

Henry VI was the fiest who established a particular form
and ceremony, and introduced the practice of presenting to
the sufferer at the same time a piece of gold, which was worn
suspended from a ribbon around the neck,

In the reign of Queen Elizabeth, \William Tooker publish-
cd a work upon the subject of the cures cffected by the roy-
al hand, under the title of “ Clharisina, sive Donnm Sanatio-
ais”  He was a witaess to many cures where a perfect cure
and restoration to health occurred from the Queen's touch,
without any relapse or return of the original malady.,  There
is an anccdote, iaken from “ Charisma,” of a Roman Catholic
who lived in the time of Elizabeth, and, being very firm in
his communion, was thrown into prison for his re cusancy,
There * he grew terribly afilicted with the King's Evil, and,
having applicd himself to physicians, and gone through a
long fatiguc of pain and expense without the least success, at
last he was touched by the Queen and perfectly cured.  And
being asked how the matter stood with him, his answer was,
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he was now satisficd by cxperimental proof that the Pope’s
excommunication of Her Majesty significd nothing, since
she still continued blessed with so miraculous a quality.”

It is related of Queen Elizabeth that, making her progress
into Gloucestershire, the people affected with this discase
“did in uncivil crouds presse in upon her,  Insomuch that
Her Majesty, betwixt anger, grief and compassion, let fall
words to this cffect 2 ¢ Alasse, poor people, I cannot, I cannot cure
you ; it is God alone that can do it

The following passage in * Macbeth,” Act 1V, Scenc 3,
reflects the current opinion of the times in which Shake-
speare wrote ¢

AMalcolm,—Comes the King forth, I pray you ?
Doctor,— Ay, sir 5 there are a crew of wretched souls
That stay his cure ; their malady convinces
The great assay of art ¢ but at his touch,
Such sanctity hath heaven given his hand,
They presently amend.
Maleolm.~1 thank you, loctor,
Macduf.—What's the disease be means ?
Maleolm.— "Tis called the evil;
A most miraculous work in this good king,
Which often, since my here remain in England,
{ have scen him do.  How he solicits heaven,
Himself best knows ; but strangely-visited people,
All swol’n and ulcerous, pitiful to the eye,
‘The mere despair of surgery, he cures ;
Hanging a golden stamp about their necks,
Put on with holy prayers ; and *tis spoken,
To the succceding royalty he leaves
‘Fhe healing benediction,

James L. doubtless exercised this among other royal pre-
rogatives, a proclamation, dated March, 1616, being said to
be in existence, forbidding patients to approach him during
the summer. Iec is also to have reported to have touched
the son of the Turkish Chiaus for the cure of the evil, at the
forcigner’s special request, using at it the usual ceremony
* of signing the place infected with the crosse, but ro pray-
ers before or after.,” When he was requested to effect the
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cure, * His Majesty laughed hceartily, and as the young fel-
low came ncar him he stroked him, with his hande, first on
the one side and then on the other; marry, without Pistle or
Gospell,”

In the reign of Charles I. the practice must have been of
great frequency, for eleven of his proclamations relating to
the touching for the King's Livil are still extant, mostly ap-
pointing times when the people who were afflicted might re-
pair to the Court. It was further ordered that such persons
should bring with them certificates from their parson, vicar,
minister, or church-warden, that they had not previously been
touched for the discase.  Charles L, when he visited Scot-
land in 1633, “ heallit 100 persons of the cruclles, or King's
Evell, yong and olde,” in Holyrood Chapel, on St. John's
Day. The number of those “touched” in the rcign of
Charles 1L was very great, “and yet,” says Pettigrew, * it is
not a little remarkable that more people died of scrofula, ac-
cording to the Bills of Mortality, during this period than any
other.”

On the sixth day of July, 1650, Evelyn writes in his diary,
“ His Majestic began first to Jouch for ye eiil, according to
costome, thus: His Mabe sitting under his state in ye ban-
quetting house, the chirurgeons cause the sick to be brought
or led up to the throne where they kneeling ye King strokes
their faces or cheekes with both his hands at once, at which
instant a chaplaine, in his formalities, says, ¢ He put his hands
upon them and he healed them.” This is said to every one
in particular,  When they have all been touch’d they come
up againe in the same order, and the other chaplaine kncel-
ing and having angel gold strung on white ribbon on his
arme dclivers them one by one to His Ma%s, who puts them
about the necks of the touched as they passe, while the first
chaplaine repeats, ¢ That is ye true light who came into ye
world.’ Then follows an epistle, (as at first a gospell,) with
liturgy, prayers for the sick, with some alteration ; lastly, ye
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blessings ; then the lord chamberlaine and comptroller of the
houschold bring a basin, ewer and towell for 1lis Matc to
wash.”

During the first four years of the reiga of Charles 1, he
is reported to have “ touched” nearly  twenty-four thousind
persons,  Friday being the favorite day for the ceremonial,
Pepys saw the operation performed on the tenth day of April,
1661, and forthwith proceeded to note the same in his faith-
ful diary.

* A Nonconformist’s child in Norfolk,” says Browne, in
his work entitled “_ldenochoiradelogia,” * being troubled with
scrofulous swellings, the late deceased Sir Thomas Browne
being consulted about the same, His Majesty being thenat
Breda, or Bruges, he advised the parents of the child to have
it carricd over to the King (his own micthod being used in-
cffectually) ; the father scemed very strange at this adviee,
and utterly denied it, saying the touch of the King was of
no greater efficacy than any other man’s.  The mother of
the child, adhering to the doctor'’s advice, studied all imagin-
able means to have it over, and at last prevailed with the
husband to et it change the air for three weeks or a month
this being granted, the friends of the child that went with it
unknown td the father, carried it to Breda, where the King
touched it, and she returned home perfectly healed, The
child being come to its father’s house, and he finding so great
an alteration, inquired how his daughter arrived at this health.
The friends thereof assured him that, if he would not be
angry with them, they would relate the whole truth ; they
having his promise for the same assurcd him they had the
child to be “touched’ at Breda, whereby they apparently let
him see the great benefit his child reccived thereby.  Ilere-
upon the father became so amazed that he threw off his Non-
conformity and expressed his thanks in this manner: ¢ Fare-
well to all dissenters and toall Nonconformists ;) if God can
put so much virtue into the King's hand as to heal my child,
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I'll serve that God and that King so long as 1 live, with all
thankfulness."”

The ceremony of “touching” was continued under James
11., he, on one occasion, August 28, 1687, having healed as
many as three hundred and fifty persons ; even when in ex-
ile, at the Court of Irance, he would frequently perform the
ceremony.

William T11, refused utterly to countenance the supersti-
tion, and could not be persuaded to exercise the gift, being
of the opinion that he would do no injury to the sufferers
by withholding from them the royal touch.

Queen Anne is the last English sovercign of whom we
have authentic proof that she performed this ceremony.  On
one occasion, she “touched” two hundred pcople, among
whom was the child Samuz! Johnson, sent by the advice of
his physician, all other means having failed of relief.  But
in his caie success did not attend the operation, for during
his whole Jife he was affticted with the disease. The gold
coin which on that day was given to him by Queen Anne
and hung around his neck, is said to be still extant in the
British Muscum.

“ A set form of prayer to be used at the ceremony of
touching for the King’s Lvil was originally printed upon a
separate sheet of paper, but the form itself was subscquently
introduced into the Book of Common Prayer in the year
1684. It appears in the ceditions of 1707 and 1709, but was
altered in the folio edition printed at Oxford by Baskett in
1715."

Jven so late as the first quarter of the present century,
people came from far and near to touch for the King’s Lvil
the shirt which Charles 1. wore at his exccution, preserved
in the Church at Ashburnham.

The gift of healing was not confined to the sovereigns of
Lingland, but could be exercised by any regularly anointed
monarch. In France, the origin of the practice was ascribed
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to the reign of Clovis, by Laurentius, physician to Henri IV,
in a work published in 1609; he also states that Louis I,
frequently performed the ceremony with perfect success.

According to Comines, Louis Xi. *touched” regularly
once a week,  Heylin states that the kings of France, after
fasting and doing penance for nine days in the Church of
St Maclou, at St. Denys, were wont to receive the gift of
healing the King’s Lvil with the touch itlone.  According to
some writers, the ceremony could only be performed by the
French kings on the day on which they had received the
communion ; others ascribe the “ donnm  sanationis” to the
rclics of St Marculf, in the church of Corbigny, in
Champagne, whither the kings of France used to repair in
solemn procession immediately after the ceremonials of the
coronation at Rheims had been performed.

Francis 1., on once occasion, in the presence of Cardinal
Wolsey, “touched” a number of people, and even when con-
fined as a prisoner in Spain did not lose the royal virtuc,
being reported while there to have cured many of struma,

Gemelli states that, on Laster, 1636, Louis X1V, touched
sixteen hundred persons, accompanying the ceremony with
the words, “[Le Roy te touche, Dien te gucrisse!” Every
Frenchman reccived fifteen sous, and cvery foreigner thirty.

Carte, in his history of England, gives an account of a
young man who went to Avignon in 1716, to be healed of
the discase by the touch of the Prctender,—* the lincal de-
scendant of a race of kings, who had not at that time been
anointed.” \When Charles Edward was at Holyrood House,
in Edinburgh, in 1745, although only Prince of Wales and
Prince Regent, he exercised the royal gift of sanation, and
“touched” a female child who, it is said, recovered wholly
from the discasc in twenty-one days, and never experienced
any rclapse.*

* In the hbirary of Trinity College, Cambridge, there isa touch picce of James
111, in silver,
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In the Gentleman's Magazine for 1751, (Vol. XXI1., p. 473.)
there is mention made of the arrest, and bringing to London
from Dover, of a forcigner who was working cures by “ touch-
ing,” giving himsclf out to be the eldest son of the Pretender.

Both the Hanoverian and the Stuart dynasties were re-
ported to possess this power of healing, as formerly even the
monarchs of the races of both York and Lancaster had been
similarly gifted.  *The curing of the King's Evil,” writes
Aubrey, “ by the touch of the King, does much puzzle our
philosophers ; for, whether our kings were of the house of York
or Lancaster, it did cure for the most part.”

The hand of the sovercign was by some deemed not more
efficacious than that of a murderer or a virgin,  In * Scot's
Discovery of Witcheraft,” the statement is made that *to
heal the king or Queen’s Evil, or any other soreness of the
throat, first touch the place with the hand of one that died
an untimely death ; otherwise, let a virgin, fasting, lay her
hand on the sore, and say, ¢ .-l/m//o denyeth that the heat of the
plaguc can increase where a nabed vivgin quencletle i

“Stroking nine times with the hand of a dead man” says
Pettigrew, “and particularly of one who has suffered a violent
death as the penalty for his crimes, especially if it be for mur-
der, has been a common practice, and, if not followed at the
present day, was certainly a few vears since, it being no un-
frequent thing to observe on the scaifold numbers of persons
submitting to the disgusting foolery, under the exercise of
the exccutioner and his assistants.”  In those happy days
when a human being was put to death for the theft of almost
anything or petty amount, there could have been no scarcity
of this valuable remedial agent,—the h:md of a man who had
perished on the gallows,

Nor was it alone for the cure of the l\mﬂ:, Evil that the
influence of the monarch was supposed to avail. The cramp
was likewise healed by the use of rings .which had been
blessed by the reigning sovereign.  Other cramp rings were
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also used which were made of iron that had formed the hinges
of a coffin.

In the time of Henry VI, Andrew Boorde wrote:
“The King's majesty hath a great helpe in this matter, in
hillowynge crampe rynges, and so given without money or
petition ;” and “that the kynges of England doth hallowe
cvery yere crampe rynges, ye which rynges worne on one
fynger doth helpe them whych hath the cramp.”  The cere-
mony and form of prayer for consccratiag these rings was
ultimately discontinued by Edward VI,

The scenes enacted at the tomb of the Abbé Paris in the
churchyard of St. Mcedard, in 1731, partook of the same na-
ture of healing by faith.  Hundreds and thousands of people
gathered at this mincle-working sepulchre; all ranks, even
up to the Court circle, were present in the assemblage,  Cure
after cure was cffected in cases where the most celebrated
physicians had even given certificates as to the utter incur-
ability of the disease ; and the healing was as permanent and
as effectual as it was marvellous.  Eyes whose sight had been
destroyed by discase, whose pupils had been pierced by an
awl, eyes whose substance had been entirely caten away,—
all were restored to absolute normal condition,  Paralysis,
discased lachrymal ducts, caries of the bones, cancer of twelve
years' standing,—w ere all effectually and permanently healed.
Of many of these cures, those best qualified to judge enter-
tained no doubt, guided by contemporancous testimony of
such a nature as could not be cxplained away. The facts
must, to some degree, be admitted, and the reason of the
cures can be found in the well-known action of the mind
upon the body.

The miracles of Valentine Greateakes, and of Frince Ho-
henlohe, the cures worked by the “ metallic tractors” of Per-
kins, the Lealing of paralysis by the application of a ther-
momecter by Sir Humphrey Davy, are all susceptible of the
same explanation.
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Tacitus records that tive Emperor Vespasian, when at Alex-
andria, restored to sight a blind man by touching him with
the imperial saliva, and cured alame man by the application
of his foot. The patients had been ordered in a vision by
the god Serapis to present themselves to the Emperor, who
would, in the manner indicated, effect their cure,

The Emperor Hadrian and Constantine were said to have
possessed the gift of healing by the laying of their hands,
and Pyrrhus, King of Epirus, could relicve pain by passing
his foot over the prostrate sufferer.  Lven the temples of
ancient Greece were the great therapeutic halls of the nation,
where the priests were physicians who practised mesimerisin
and magnctic influences for the cure of discase.®

The workings of the imagination are potent both for good
and for evil. Al that is really wanting, is faitk, and, as old

Dan Chaucer has written
* Lo, what a great thing is aflection,
Men may dic of imagination
So depe may be impression be take,”

HENRY PHuLLips, JRr.

- A > ————
THE MUTILATION OF COINS—A SUGGESTION.

23S the result of a practical joke, a sure way to pre-
b vent the mutilation of coins has been discovered.
Recently, some one caused placards to be printed
on cardboard, and exposed for sale at a news-
stand in New York, which read as follows: * Notice to cus-
tomers—The United States government has placed the fol-
lowing values on silver coins with holes in them : Dollars, 65
cents ; half dollars, 3§ cents; quarters, 15 cents; dimes, §
cents ; fives, 4 cents.  These values are placed upon coins so
punched with a view to calling in, and stopping the unlaw-
ful practice of mutilating money of the United States.
Copies for sale at ncws-stand,” etc. The effect has be:n

*llowitt.
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surprising, and carries with it an important lesson to Con-
gress, which should not be lost. The falsehood was exten-
sively believed, and immediately there was a great rush to
obtain the placards. The sources of the supply multiplied
with the demand, and in an incredibly brief time they were
to be seen conspicuously exposed in shops throughout the
city. Not so many of the proprietors were deceived as might
be supposed, and those who were deceived soon discovered
the hoax ; but they took no pains to explain to customers,
and the placards remained in sight, and they refused punch-
ed coins. Many of the more conscientious dealers felt
obliged to protect themselves, but hesitated to post the simple
notice, * No mutilated coin feceived,” so there was a demand
for another placard, which has been freely supplied and ex-
tensively posted. The latter omitted the falsehood respect-
ing the action of the government, but set forth that “In order
to prevent the unlawful practice * * * the following values
have been placed upon punched coins.” -~ This placard has
been neatly gotten up.and gratuitously distributed, as “ Pre-
sented by”-this' or that dealer—an advertising expedient.
The result has been that, in New York city, where only a
short time ago a great amount of mutilated coin was in circu-
lation, comparatively little of it is now seen.

Without attempting to justify the original hoax, its effect
has not only been salutary, but it has suggested, as we repeat,
a sure way to prevent the mutilation of coin, and from this
point of view it is of national importance. Section 5459 of
the United States Revised Statutes provides a penalty of
two years’ imprisonment and a fine of $20,000 for the fraud-
ulent mutilation of money, but practically the law is ineffec-
tive because of the general impossibility to discover the crim-
inal or to prove the fraudulent intent. Let Congress make
a serious business of this heax which has been practised in
New York. Let there be a statute providing that no muti-
lated coin shall be received at the mint except at 20 per cent.
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below bullion price, whether it be gold or silver, nickel,
bronze or copper. There can be no doubt in the minds of
persons who have witnessed the effect of the New York hoax
that such a statute would cause the disappearance of muti-
lated: coin with marvellous rapidity. Even those who have
not witnessed what has occurred here will understand the
philosophy of the case,

The mint indirectly encourages the practice of mutilating
coin by paying the full price of bullion for it. The ultimate
loss upon punched silver money is deemed so trifling that
many people are inclined to take offence when a dealer re-
fuses to accept it for its face. On the other hand, many
dealers consider it policy to accept such money, and either
stand the loss upon it or take the chances of passing it to others.
These are the conditions which make the practice of punch-
ing and clipping silver money a thriving business ; and it
may be confidently assumed that such conditions would not
exist if the mint value of such money were fixed as supgest-
ed. In fact, this has been practically demonstrated by the
hoax and its effect.

We suggest to the Treasury officers of New York, to the
Chamber of Commerce, the Produce Exchange and other
commercial associations, that they take due note of the recent
phenomenal movement in mutilated money, to the end that
they may be prepared to testify of it in the future, in recom-
mending to Congress to place a heavy discount upon muti-
lated coin,— Bradstreet's.

—The first Montreal Directory was published in 1819, and
the death of Mr. Ernest Idler on Sunday, November 27th,
1881, at the age of 85 years leaves Mr. J. H. Dorwin the
only survivor of the citizens whose names are recorded

therein,
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DEATH OF THE DUKE OF RICHMOND IN 1810.

DISCUSSION has been going on in some of the
English newspapers with reference to hydropho-
bia.

Dealing with the question, the Daily Telegraph
recalls mournfully in the history of Canada the death by hy-
drophobia of the Duke of Richmond, soon after his Lordship
had commenced what promised to be a successful term of
official life. The Zelegraph adduces, as an evidence that the
bite of other animals is something as dangerous as that of a
dog, the well-known case of the grandfather of the present
Duke of Richmond, who was Governor-General of Canada
in 1818, and died there in the August of 1819 from the ef-
fects of a fox’s bite. The story was elaborately told by the
late Lord William Lennox in the “Fifty Years of Bio-
graphical Reminiscences,” and is well calculated to warn
careless readers of a not uninteresting volume against the
danger of putting their hands within reach of a so-called
tame, but really wild and chained-up fox. We are inform-
ed by Lord William Lennox that his father had determined
on a tour of inspection to the Upper Provinces of Canada,
and, after a farewell banquet to his civil and military subor-
dinates, the Duke set off in the midsummer of 1819 from
Quebec in a government steamer, whose head was pointed
up the St. Lawrence River. Lord William accompanied his
father, on whose staff he was serving as military aide-de-
camp, as far as Montreal, whence the Governor-General made
his way to Fort William Henry, lying on the south bank of
the great Canadian stream. ‘‘Here,” says Lord William,
“ occurred an incident of a most frightful nature which total-
ly changed the aspect of our hitherto happy residence in this
distant colony.” It appears that one of the English soldiers
at Fort William Henry had a pet fox and that Captain Fitz
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Roy, owned a bull terrier, between which and the fox there
had been several fights. The fox was in a highly excited
condition on the day when the Duke happened to take notice
of him, and just before mounting his horse to inspect the
garrison he rashly stooped down to pat the fox on the head.
The animal instantly snapped at the Duke’s hand, biting
him slightly upon which he took hold of the fox’s ear, ex-
claiming, “ You'll bite, will you, you rascal ?” The brute at
once seized him near the lower joint of the right thumb,
making his teeth meet in the flesh. Little was thought of
the incident, and when the Duke arrived at Kingston a fort-
night later the wound had completely healed.

He proceeded from Kingston to York, (Toronto)—and
thence went to Niagara and on to Drummond’s Island, upon
Lake Huron, then the most distant of our military outposts
in Canada. On hisreturn he stayed some days at Kingston,
and had himself entirely forgotten that he was ever bitten by
the fox. The 7oth Regiment was quartered at Kingston,
and the Duke took part with the officers in all their amuse-
ments, playing at cricket and rackets, and riding out with
them frequently. It had been arranged that on his way back
to Montreal, a new settlement or township named Richmond-
ville should be visited, and the land marked out under the
Duke’s supervision. For this purpose, as there was no car-
riage road, and only a portion of the distance—thirty miles
—could be accomplished on horseback, it became necessary
that the Vice-regal party should proceed on foot.

During the last two and a half months the present Gover-
nor-General of Canada, Lord Lorne, has travelled a couple
of thousand miles, travelling westward, with greater ease and
far less discomfort than his predecessor endured when called
upon sixty years ago to journey from Quebec to Lake Huron.
On the occasion to which we are referring, a large and merry
party set out from Kingston, and among them none was
gayer or seemingly in better health than the Governor-Gene-
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ral himself. He walked nearly the whole way to Richmond-
ville without fatigue ; but one night, just as dinaer had end-
ed, he turned suddenly to Colonel Cockburn, who was seat-
ed by his side, and remarked, “I don’t ]{liow how it is, but

1 can't relish anything to-night as usual, and I feel that if I

were a dog [ should be shot for a mad one” The words
were little regarded, but upon the following morning. the
Duke’s symptoms became aggravated. He could not drink,
and shrank from the sight of the water. He was prevailed
on to walk to the river side,in order to getinto-a ¢anoe, and
exclgirning, “Charles Lennox was never afraid of anything,

he stepped, not without a considerable effort, into the boat.
The sound of the splashing oars ‘and, the running stream,
however, soon brought on an acute fit of pronounced rabics,
and seizing one of the rowers frantically by the throat, he
demanded to be put on shore. No sooper had the boat
touched the land than the Duke sprang out and ran at the
top of his speed into. the woods, Colonel Cockburn, who
was on horseback, rode after him, and assisted by one of
the boatmen, managed, to carry the sufferer to an adjoining
farny, wheré he was laid on a sofa. Here the ripple of the
water was distinctly audible, and he begged to be moved
farther away from the water. He was taken to a harn a
hundred; yards.distant, where he was placed on a bed of
straw. He.now grew more calm, called for writing matenals,
and wrote to.one of his daughters.. .He seemed perfectly
resigned to the fate he knew was approachmb, and recognized
the faces of the friends who stood anxiously by his couch.
Towards the close.of .the day he was seized with ;;hivering
fits, and his extremltxe> ‘became icy cold. He remained
perfectly  conscious, awaiting the end wnth tranquillity, al-
though suffering unimaginable tortures, and about eight
o'clock in the evening he breathed his last. Never did the
death of a distinguished hnglxshman awaken more agitation
or regret among his compatriots than that of the fourth duke
of Richmond in 1819, '
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THE TRUTH OF REVELATION AS EXEMPLIFIED
IN ANCIENT COINS, SCULPTURES
AND MEDALS.

A PAPER READ AT A MEETING OF THE NUMISMATIC AND
ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY OF MONTREAL, BY T, D, KING.

PART 1.

HE class of evidence for the truth of Revelation
1 which I shall endeavour to unfold in this paper,
o B 7 ,g has, perhaps, been too much’ neglected or but too
partially insisted on by our Numismatologists
and Archaologists, and has certainly lacked that thought
which, in my opinion, it deserves. The result of my present
labour may not be acceptable to those who demand nothing
less than the stern and uncompromising scrutiny of induc-
tive truth for their acquiescence in the Revelation of God to
man contained in the Bible; that Revelation which is some-
thing over and above Nature. To those who apply the tests
of Positivism and Maternahsm to Revelation; this paper may
be considered either apo ogetxc, or fanatic or, both. _
_If the Geologist is warranted, in saying,—Geology reveals
to us the reign of death throughout the ages anterior to the
Mosaic history, and that the revelation of the rocks is the
history of death in the non-moral creation, the numismato-
logist and archaologist may be pardoned for collecting from
coins and medals and the stones of Thebes, of Karnak, of
Nineveh not only the knowledge of the manners and cus-
toms, occupations and amusements, arts and arms of nations
that were in their grave before recognized profane history
began her task, but also tangible memorials of facts men-
tioned in the Biblical record.
The Geologist has revealed to us many interesting and re-
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markable phenomena—gigantic beings so immense that the
tenants of our present world are Lilliput to Brobdignag—

monstrous pscudosaurians in mockery of the laws of con-
gruity—pterodactyles in defiance of the laws which regulate’
our modern zoology—mammoths, and mastodons, and me-
gatheriums—lizards  like our crocodiles—tapirs  (pala.
otherium) like our elephants, and the megalonix (a gigantic

sloth) as large as our rhinoceros—{ossil remains of turtles

birds, shells and tropical vegetation blended in one indis-

criminate mass of confusion with the gigantic iguanodon,

plesiosaurus and megalosaurus—again—marine, amphibious

and terrestrial animals associated with terrestrial, lacustrine
and marine plants, together with birds and insects, all refps-

ing in a bed not exceeding six feet in thickness—again—an

indiscriminate assemblage of fishes from the four quarters of
the glote appears to establish the fact of an universal deluge.

These fossil assemblages bear all the impress of medallions

destined to perpetuate the cvent of the deluge to the re-
motcest posterity.,

Having thus bricfly adduced geological facts in confirma-
tion of an universal deluge. 1 may now advert to the cele-
brated Apamean medals, one that of the Elder Philip ; and
the other of Pertinax ; in the former, it is interesting to ob-
serve, that on the front of the ark is the name of Noah-Ngk
in Greek characters. The designs of these medals corres-
pond, though the legends vary. In both we perceive the
ark floating on the water containing the patriarch and his
wife, the dove on the wing with the olive branch ; and the
raven perched on the ark.  The medals also represent Noah
and his wife on ferra firma, in an attitude of devotion for
their safety. On the panel of the ark, in the coin of Perti-
nax, there is the word NnruN perhaps a provincialism from
xnrox an island, or NEo to swim. In the exergue of this
medal we read, distinctly, AI1AMEQN as we alsodo in that of
the other. The genuineness of the Apamean medals is con-
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firmed, beyond all doubt by the rescarches of the learned
Mr, Beyant,  Ortelius recognizes six cities of this name;
the most celebrated was Apamea, in Syria; next to which
was that of Phrygia, called also Ciborus, or Kibotus, as a sur-
name,

Strabo says that the ancient name  of Apamea was,
Kibotos, by which name the ark (probably that of Noah) was
understood.  Kibotos, says Calmet, is apparently nota Greek
term; it might be the name of a temple, in which com-
memoration was made of the ark, and by it the prescervation
of mankind.  The city of Apamea took the surname of
Kibotos.  On a medal in honour of the Emperor Hadrian,
is the figure of & man representing the River Marsyas,
with the inscription AnameERx (Apamcon) kinaror (Kibotos,)
smarrsty (Maessia) or the ark and the Marsyas of the
Apameans,

There are several medals of Apamea extant—in which
are represented the ark, with a man in it, receiving the dove
who is flying to him ; and part of the inscription is the word
xok,  Their genuineness is doubted, and probably they
are spurious, nevertheless as they are from different dies, yet
all referring to Apamea it seems that their authors had a
knowledge of the tradition or commemoration respecting the
ark, preserved in this city.  That there are many more simi-
lar commemorations of an cvent so greatly affecting man-
kind, 1 have no doubt, though we are now under great diffi-
cultics in tracing them. In fact, many cities boasted of these
memorials and referred to them as proofs of their antiquity,

Lucian from the archives of Hicrapolis gives the account
of the deluge, the main features of which do not materially
differ from the details of the prophet of the Hebrews, He
tells us that Deucalion was the only one saved, that it was
on account of his piety that this was cfiected by means of a
great ark, which he and his wife occupied ; that there were
also therein, along with them. horses, goats, lions, serpents
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and such other animals that live on land—two of eachi—that
all were perfectly harmless, and all floated in oncark as long
as the waters prevailed. Plutarch mentions the dove which
was despatched by the patriarch from the ark. This author
states that the dove being sent from the ark and returning,
became a certain index of the prevalence of the tempest;
but its flying away proved that the storm had ccased.

The Mexicans believe that the original pair, from which
their ancestors sprung were saved from the deluge by float-
ing on a raft.

There is no difficulty in identifying the patriarch and his
wife with the Osiris and Isis of Lgypt.  And there are some
figures which Mr. Rich has copicd from a Babylonian brick,
referring to the sate fact.  The boat Baris is a conspicuous
figure in the mythology of Egypt. In the most ancient
book of the Chinese, which is called Chowking, mention is
madc of one of the deified personages, named Yao, who is
there represented as drawing off the waters of the deluge
which had rendered impassable the lower levels, submerged
the lower hills, bathed the skirts of the highest mountains
and risen up to the heavens, Yao is antedated at about
4,000 years, or thereabouts, before the present period, which
remarkably coincides with the chronology of the sacred
voluthe.

M. Cuvier has an interesting and apposite observation in
reference to the cpocha of the deluge:—* Is it possible,”
says this distinguished naturalist and philosopher,“that mue
accident should afford so striking a result as to unite the
traditional origin of the Assyrian, Indian and Chinese mon-
archies to the same cpocha of about 4,000 years from the
present time ?—Could the ideas of nations who possessed
almost no natural affinities; whose language, religion, and
laws had nothing in common ; could they conspire to one
point did not srxt/ bring them together »”

The question may be asked how could this t7urk be mani-
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fested—very likely after this fashion—Shem, the son of
Noah, who lived §00 years after he came out of the ark,
would with the other patriarchs convey all that was known of
the deluge to the people fast growing up around them, and
this knowledge would at first, in all probability, be carried
at the dispersion of mankind into the different districts in
which they settled. It is thought by those who have in-
vestigated the subject, that Noah went forth into China,
Ham into Alfrica, Japhet into Europe; while Shem who was
the favoured son, and of whom it is said * Blessed be the
I.ord God of Shem,” remained in Asia,—some of his descend-
ants peopling Arabia.

The Arabs say that they are sprung from two sources,
that a part of them arc the sons of Ishmael, and are the na-
turalised Arabs , but that the pure Arab, ** Arab-cl-Arab are
the sons of Jot-Kan, the great grandson of Shem. Among
their tribes are the Jobarite who are said to claim descent
from Job of the Bible,

Job is believed, by some of the most eminent eastern
scholars, to have been an Arabian Emir, or chief; and his
story casts a flood of light on an other wise dark part of the
world's history. It is also admitted that Job lived between
the deluge and the call of Abraham.

After reading the book of Job, you will be rcady to ex-
claim,—

How much these ancient Arabians knew of the /nvisible ;
and, as to worldly knowledge, we find them acquainted with
the arts of mining ; the art of weaving, the conveying of
merchandize by caravans, therefining of metals; the coinage
of money and the use of musical instruments,

Job alludes to the deluge ; and we learn in his book the
exalted ideas he had of Him which removeth the mountains,
and they know not ; which overturncth them in his anger—
which shaketh the earth out of her place and the pillars
thereof tremble,”
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“ Behold, he witholdeth the waters and they dry up; also
he sendceth them out and they overturn the carth.”

Leaving the Book of Job which is supposed to have been
written or translated by Moses, we will turn to what is call-
cd  the first Yook of Moses, viz :—Genesis ;3 wherein
it is said that the descendants of Shem, Ham and Japeth
“as they journcyed from the East found a plain in the land
of Shinar; and they dwelt there; and they said one to
another, go to, let us make brick and burn them throughly.
And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for mor-
tar.”

These brick makers, out of the same kind of clay, in all
possibility, made pottery of other forms and for other pur-
poses, as Layard and Mr. Loftus have discovered a few
vases in Babylonia and Assyria where brick making was
pursued to an immense extent,  Vast mounds of ruins in
brick, mark the site of ancient buildings on the plains of
Shinar. These bricks frequently bear the name of the king
in whose reign they were made.  Mr. Loftus found bricks,
with the name of a king who reigned about 1500 B, C.—
Bricks have been found, bearing the namesof Assuranazir-
pal (880 B. C); Shalmaneser 11, (8350 B, C.); Sargon,
(709 B. C.); also Scnnacherib, Nebuchadnezzar and other
kings mentioned in sacred history.

The Babylonians and the Assyrians uscd pottery for the
purposes to which we apply writing paper or parchment.
They impressed upon tablets of prepared clay, writings
which they wished to be permanent, and bzked them as our
modern potters do their clay vesscls.

The discovery by Layard of the library of onc of the pal-
aces of Ninevch has furnished modern scholars with much of
the literature of ancient Assyria, and from him we learn that
the ordinary business of Nineveh was carried on by means
of plaques or sheets of prepared clay, with inscriptions, En-
graved cylinders and signets in stones were used for im-
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pressions in clay. Books were thus written and preserved.
Upon some of these “pottery pages” are the Chaldaic ac-
counts of the Genesis and of the dcluge. Many thousands
of these ancient tablets and books have been found—a series
found at Warka (by some supposed to be Ur of the Chal-
dees,) extends through the reigns Nabopolasar (600 B. C.,))
Nebuchadnezzar, Nabonidus, Cyrus, Cambyses, Darius, Ar-
taxcrxes, and the Seuleucidan monarchs, down to the second
century before the Christian’era,

Hieronymus, the Egyptian, who wrote the Pheenician an-
tiquitics, and Mnaseas, and others make mention of the
same. Nicholas of Damascus, who may by termed an anti-
quarion or archmologist, says (-

There is a great mountain in Armenia, over Mingas, call-
«d Baris, upon which it is reported, that many who fled at
the time of the dcluge were saved ; and that one was carried
in an ark, came upon shore on the top of it ; and that the
remains of the timber were a great while preserved. This
might be the man about whom Moses the legislator of the
Jews wrote,”

The dcluge is the great starting point of history,
and wherever we turn our cyes the fame of the deluge meets
us; for “there is no specech nor language where its
voice has not been heard :—Its line is goneout through
all the earth, and its words to the end of the world.”

I may state that the evidence on this question is univer-
sal and conclusive. The Chaldeans, Pheenicians, Assyrians,
Grecks, Romans, Goths and Druids, Persians, Hindoos, Bur-
mese, Chinese, Mexicans, Peruvians, Brazilians, Nicaraguans,
the inhabitants of Western Caledonia, the Otaheitan and
Sandwich Islanders; all have recorded the event of the del-
uge, and it is incorporated in their annals. Josephus says,
in reference to this event :—* Now all the writers of the Bar-
barian histories make mention of this flood, he goes on
thus :—* It is said there is still some part of this ship in Ar-
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menia, at the mountain of the Cordycens ; and that some
people carry off picces of the bitumen, which they take away,
and usc chicfly as amulets for the averting of mischiefs,

By this passage we sce the antiquity of amulets and their
use for the expelling any evil or mischance.

Before Christ, circ. 760 in the third chapter of the Book
of the Prophet Isaiah, according to Bishop Lowth's accurate
translation of the difficult terms made use of in describing
the dress of the Jewish females, amulets are introduced ; and
the pride of the women, who, probably, may have been fami-
liar with the Proverbs of Solomon, and read of the women
who decked their beds with coverings of tapestry, with carved
works, with finc linen of Egypt, and perfumed their beds
with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon, had to be rebuked in these
words :—

** In that day will the Lord take from them them the ornaments
Of the feet-rings, and the net works and the crescents ;
‘The pendents, and the bracelets, and the thin vails ;

‘The tires, and the fetters, and the zones,
And the perfume boxes, and the amules.”

and then follows :—* And it shall come to pass, that instead
of a perfume a putrid ulcer ; and rags instead of a well girt
raiment ; and baldness instead of high dressed hair; and
burning instead of beauty, and instead of a zonc a girdle of
sackcloth. Thy pcople shall fall by the sword, and thy
mighty men in battle.”

“ Therefore arc my people gone into captivity because
they have no knowledge.,"—And I will turn your feasts into
mourning and all your songs into lamentations.”

About this time Judah was.carried captive to Babyion and
the Assyrian sculptures give us a valuable exhibition of the
manner and circumstances of Isracl's captivity. The bas-re-
liefs atford us abundant illustrations of these woful prophe-
cies. We see the unhappy people driven along under the
blows and indignities of the brutal soldiery ; the men man-
acled with their hands upon their head, or else leading chil-
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dren, or carrying their young ones on their shoulders,
Sometimes we see them loaded with their own provisions,
water pitchers, and goods, like beasts of burthen ; their oxen,
camels, sheep, and goats driven off with them to the country
of their captivity. We sce their city in flames behind them,
while the desolation of the country is marked by the palm
trees cut down and lying on the ground.  \We sce them ex-
hausted on their toilsome journcy, sitting on the bare ecarth,
with no shelter for their defenceless heads, as they drink
from their pitchers, or give their crying children suck from
their drying breasts,

In one of the bas-reliefs from the palace of Khorsabad the
captives appear to be fettered with heavy manacles uniting
together the ankles and the wrists, A ring or hook is pass-
cd through the lower lip, and apparently through the jaw of
cach captive, and a line being attached to cach hook is con-
nected to a stouter line, by which they are dragged into the
presence of the king.

Several allusions occur in the sacred scriptures to the prac-
tice of inserting a hook into the jaws or nosc of a captive;
such as the following ; which are more to the point, as the
majority of them refer cither directly to the haughty Scnna-
cherib, or to the captivity of Isracl and Judah by Assyria
and Babylon. '

* Because thy rage against me and thy tumult is come up
into mine cars. therefore will I put my hook in thy nose, and
my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way
which thou camest.”

The Lord God hath sworn by his holiness, that, lo, the
days shall come upon you, that he will take you away with
hooks, and your posterity with fish hooks.

« 1 will turn thee back and put hooks into thy jaws.”

Col. Rawlinson has seen an example of the nosc lLook
spoken of in the first of these passages engraved on a tablet
ncar Holwan at the foot of Mount Zagros ; remarkable as
the cardiest Babylonian record known.  He says :—
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“ I discovered this tablet on the occasion of my last visit
to Behistun,  On the tablet itsclf a figure clad in sacerdotal
costume and apparently an eunuch, is presenting to the
monarch a throng of captives, who are chained together,
their arms being bound behind them, and rings being fast.
cned in their nostrils to which the leading string is attached.”

In another bas-relief a knceeling captive has the ring in his
jaw and the line is held in the King's left hand.  In his
right hand, the monarch holds his uplifted spear,and with the
utmost calmness deprives his prisoner of sight, the point of
the spear being in the act of entering the eye of the wretch-
ed victim.” It is impossible to look at the wretched captive
without being forcibly reminded of the lot of Zedcekiah, the
last King of Judab, when his capital and his kingdom were
taken from him, It had been predicted by Jeremiah that
he should speak to the king of Babylon mouth to mouth,
and that his cyes should behold his cyes ; and by Lzekicl
tha* he should be brought to Babylon, yet he should not sce
it, though he should dic there.  Josephus says that these
prophecics appeared to the Hebrew king so contradictory
that he believed neither, yct they were fulfilled to the letter.,

« And the army of the Chaldees pursued after the king
and overtook him in the plains of Jericho; and all his army
were scattered from him.  So they took the King and
brought him up to the King of Babylon to Riblah ; and they
gave judgment upon him.  And they slew the sons of Ze-
dckiah before his cyes, and put out the cyes of Zedekiah,
and bound him with fetters of brass, and carried him to
Babylon.”

Job in the gloom and tempest of his soul, solemnly wishes
that his expressions of Faith in the ever living Redeemer,
be drawn out in large and legible characters and that they
were graven with an iron pen and lead, in the rock for cver ;
in other words, that the engraver may uscall his art to make
them durable and lasting to posterity.
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Whether the kings of Judah and Israel, the Prophets,
and the children of Isracl ever wished to have the record of
their miscries and sufferings during their captivities en-
graved iike the inscription upon 2 monument.—1I know not ;
but these stone books, and sculptures which have come up
from a long and solemn sleep in the depths of the carth, un-
der the ruins of that Nineveh of seripture, In which the cap-
tive tribes of Israel had laboured and wept, fill the beholder
with amazement,

The eyes of the Prophet Lzckiel may have looked upon
these very sculptures, which Mons, Botta and Mr. Layard
discovered.  They have been written and sculptured for the
gencerations to come, and the people which shall be created
shall have a knowledge of the power and splendour of those
mighty cxecutioners of the judgments of God to his rebel-
lious children.

The descendants of Ham built the city of Thebes, (or
Theba which means the ark).  The chief temple there scems
to have been built in commemoration of the deluge ; a boat
like shrine was the most sacred object in the ancient Egyp-
tian Temples.  Thebes the no Amon according to the pro-
phet Nahum, or Hamon No according to Ezckiel. 1ts acres
of ruins remain to this day. The largest and oldest of these
ruins is the Temple of Karnak and 134 of its pillars are still
standing in rows nine deep.

Some parts of this temple arc older than the days of Mo-
ses—1600 years before the christian era.  The interest in
these stones is immense because the history of Egypt is to
be read in these vast old stones. The bondage of the chil-
dren of Isracl, in Egypt is confirmed by a tablet represent-
ing them on the tomb of Reksharé, who was the chief archi-
tect of the temples and palaces at Thebes under Pharaoh
Moeris. The physiognomony of the Jews it is impossible to
mistake :—The splashes of clay with which their bodies are
covcred—the Egyptian task-master scated with his heavy



124 THEF CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN

baton give proof of the exactness of the scripture phrase—
‘all the service that they made them serve was with rigour.”
The inscription on the top of the tablet reads—*captives
brought by his majesty to build the temples of the Great
God.” This probably means that the family or gangs of
Israclites, here represented, had been marched up from Gosh-
cn and attached to the building of the temple at Thebes,
We learn from Exodus i—11, 12, that they were compelled
to build for Pharaoh, treasure cities Pithom and Raamses.”

The time of their bondage had an end, and the sigh and
cry of the oppressed came up unto God—and there arose
their deliverer Moses « mighty in words and deeds.”

This Moses formed too prominent a figure in the annals
of Egypt to be omitted in its hicroglyphic history ; indeed
we can collect as much from Diodorus Siculus, Strabo, Taci-
tus, and others,  Belzoni in his sketches from the tombs of
the kings has given onc representing a hawk-headed infant
in a little ark or boat. The hawk's head was indicative,
among Egyptian hicroglyphics, of discernment, acute pene-
tration, and judgment; and the little ark or boat is of the
precise description of those employed for navigating the Nile
in ancient times. We read in the prophetic records of
“ vegsels of bulrushes on the waters.”  The mother of Moscs
when she could no longer hide him took for him an ark of
bulrushes and daubed it with slime and with pitch and put
the child therein ; and she laid it by the flags by the rivers
brink. An Abyssinian traveller has informed us that these
boats of bulrushes are constructed by attaching bundles of a
species of papyrus to a keel of acacia wood and uniting them
at top, in the way represented by Belzoni'’s sketch, when the
vessel is pitched within and without with bitumen,

Thoth a kind of recording angel who stands by with a
tablet and pen in his hand to rccord the judgment about to
be given by Osiris, the chief god of the Egyptians, is repre-
sented as having a hawk’s head.
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This occurs on one of the most remarkable inscriptions on
the tombs at Thebes—the dalance scene where Anubis paint-
cd with the head of a Jackal superintends the balance in
which the good and bad actions of the soul arc laid,

In the reign of Rehoboam, Jerusalem was taken and spoil-
cd by Shisshak, King of Egypt, and some of the cvents re-
corded in chap. 12 of the sccond book of Chronicles are sur-
prisingly confirmed by somc of the Karnak sculptures dis-
covered by Champollion in 1828 on his passage down the
Nile. These grand old books of stonc—which have been
laid up in their dead languages so many centurics, and are
now permitted to be understood by any archaeologist who
will be at the pains to study and read them—these great
stone books arc unanswerable to those who ¢xpress doubts
as to the truth of the Bible records,

The name of this king Shisshak and his victories over
various nations are recorded on the monuments of Thebes.
The names of one of the captives, represented of course figu-
ratively, with his hands tied bchind him, is in hieroglyphics,
Judah Malck or King of Judah. The names of Terah the
Lthiopian ; Tirhaka and others mentioned in the annals of
the Jews, have also been deciphered.

These irreverent scoffers at Holy writ will do well to re-
member the fate of Jehoiakim—the first person who ever
darcd to destroy any part of the written word of God, and
he might well be Judah's last king.

For his crime it was decreed by God that Jehoiakim
should have nonc to sit upon the throne of Judah, It is re-
corded by Josephus that the body of the king was thrown
into the ficlds without the walls of the city ; his burial was as
the burial of an ass, beyond the gates of Jerusalem”—after-
wards all the wealth of the city, its princes, its mighty men,
and many thousands of captives were carried away into cap-
tivity by Nebuchadnezzar, for seventy years, to Babylon.

The prophet Daniel was among the captives, and became
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governor of Babylon, and sat in the gate with the king, and
because he would not disguise his solemn dutics was cast
into the den of lions.  This wonderful event may be con-
sidered fully substantiated by the combined testimony of
Sir Robert Ker Porter, Capt. Mignan, Mr. Keppell and
others, in the curious evidence supplied by their discoveries,
Mr. Rich describes a colossal statue of alion, standing overa
pedestal and underneath appears to be a prostrate human
figure—it perhaps stood over one of the gates near the ruins
of the Waestern palace.  Sir Robert Ker Porter has copiced
some silver coins discovered, along with other coins, in an
carthen vessel, which was fished up from the Euphrates close
to the ruins of the palace.  The castellated, structures exhi-
bited on the reverse, seem to refer to the same building, and
it is remarkable that both appear to be constructed over
dens of wild beasts.  There is a combat of wild beasts on
the obverse of one, and on the obverse of the other a chariot-
teer, which may probably refer to Daniel, who occupicd the
third chariot of Babylon.

The great empirc of Assyria was broken up. Babylon
the mighty Babylon fell suddenly and irresistibly—Bel and
Nebo were impotent.  In the 47th chapter of Isaiah the de-
struction of Babylon is denounced by a selection of striking
circumstances—the hitherto delicate virgin must take the
mill stones and grind meal.  She must be driven bare head-
ed with dishevelled tocks and almost destitute of cloth-
ing before the conqueror.  The dreadful consequence
of the visitation of the army of Cyrus are strikingly describ-
ed ; the whole state of Babylon was to be entirely subverted,
it was to be entirely depopulated, and never again to be in-
habited, nothing human should dwell in it from generation to
generation, wild beasts and dragons were to take shelter in
her palaces.  The injuries done to the children of Israel was
to be revenged upon their persccutors,

Benjamin a Jew of Tudela, says, in his itinerary, written
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about the year 1170 :—*“Only some ruins of Nebuchadnez-
zar's palace were then remaining, but men were afraid to go
necar them by reason of the many serpents and scorpions
which were in the place,” Rzawolf, a German traveller who
passed that way in 1754, says :—*“This country is so dry
and barren that it cannot be tilled ; and so bare that I should
have doubted whether the potent Babylon did stand there
if 1 had not known by several ancient and delicate antiqui-
ties, which are still standing about in great desolation.”

After the reduction of Babylon by Cyrus, Darius reigned
two years at Babylon, and about the same time thosce picces
of gold called Darics appear to have been coined, which gave
the the name to gold coins of the same value, coined after-
wards by succceding kings. They werc for several ages pre-
ferred before all others throughout the East, and are suppos-
cd to have been coined out of the vast quantity of that pre-
cious metal found at Babylon. In the scriptures after the
Babylonish captivity they are called Adarkonim; and by
that of Darkonoth by the Talmud ; both names being from
the Greek, signifying Darics—value about 20 drachms of
silver—they were stamped on one side with the cffigies of
an archer who was crowned with a spiked crown, had a bow
in his left hand and an arrow in his right, and was clothed
with a long robe.

Cyrus dicd at the age of seventy years, and was buried at
Pasagardee, the sacred place where the Kings of Persia were
crowned. It has shared the fate of the other Eastern citics,
but the tomb of Cyrus remains, corresponding in size and
shape to the description given of it by Strabo. The inscrip-
tion on it was to this effect ““O man, I am Cyrus, who found-
ed the Persian Empire; envy me not, then, the little carth
that covers my body.”

The emblems of the kingdoms of Persia and Macedon as
set forth in the prophecy of Daniel are mentioned by the
heathen writers, and are illustrated in a very remarkable
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manner by the ancient coins of both countrics, as well as by
other monuments of antiquity.  Ammianus Marccllinus ac-
quaints us, that the King of Persia, when at the head of the
army, wore a ram’s head made of gold, and adorned with
precious stones, instead of a diadem ; and it is a remarkable
circumstance, that rams’ heads with horns one higher than
the other are still to be seen on the walls of Persepolis.
The type of Versia is observed ona very ancient coin, un-
doubtedly Pessian.  In the reign of Archalaus of Macedon
(B. C. 340) there occurs on the reverse of a coin of that
King, the head of a goat having only one horn, “Therc isa
gem engraved in the Floreatine collection with a ram's head
with two horns, a goat’s head with one, the appropriate sym-
bols of Persia and Macedon.

In the third year of Cyrus, the last vision of the prophet
Danicl was revealed to him,  He was then ninety years of
age, and being too old to avail himself of the king's decree,
however instrumental he might have been in obtaining it, re-
mained behind in a situation of great authority in the service
of Cyrus, His death took place shortly after he delivered this
prophecy.  The great empires of the world, whose risc and
fall Danicel forctold, have passed away in succession, ac-
cording to the inspired predictions, but a small sanctuary
is shown in the desert where once Susa stood.  Susa was
onc of the three great cities in which the Persian monarchs
divided their residence.  The sanctuary is reported to cover
the tomb of the Prophet.

Necar this building, and in the great mound, conjecturcd
to be that of the palace, a white marble relict has been found,
on which is sculptured in rude workmanship the figurc of a
man whose arms are bound behind him ; and two lions in a
sitting posture, having a paw on the head of the figure. It
is not improbable, that this remnant of antiquity may have
a reference to the miracle vouchsafed to preserve the life of
the holy prophet.

70 be continucd,
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TEMPORA MUTANTUR,

N the ycar 1818 the streets of Montreal were first
lighted by oil lamps ; gas was first used in 1834 ;
and there is now a proposal from the Electric
Light Company to the Corporation to light our
city. The following letter has been referred to the Road
Comniittee. * The Montreal Electric Light Company hav-
ing, at the last session of the Provincial Legislature, obtained
a charter for the purpose of furnishing light, heat and motive-
power within the City and District of Montreal, are about
to commence operation, and request that you will instruct
your City Surveyor to furnish this Company with the levels
and grades of streets under your control, for the purpose of
laying tubes to contain the necessary wires for the objects
above stated.”

ENLARGEMENT OF THE ENGLISH MINT.

BN URING the discussion before a Parliamentary
committee last session the capabilities of the

Mint to meet the additional requirements were

strongly urged as a reason againgt the proposed
renmoval to the Thames Embankment, provided an enlarge-
ment of the present premises were carried out, and addition-
al machinery provided ; and the Embankment site was de-
cided against.  In accordance with that decision the Govern-
ment have purchased some surrounding property, and the
extension of the cstablishment is to be proceeded with. Up
to about seventy years ago the Mint was within the walls of
the Tower of London, The present building on Tower-hill,
a massive stone structure of mixed Grecian and Roman ar-
chitecture, was erected from the designs of Sir Robert Smirke
between the years 1806 and 1811, and the cost was upwards
of a quarter of a million sterling, including the new ma-
chinery.
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THE AUSTRALIAN *“DUMP" AND THE NEW

ZEALAND MEDAL.
JITH our present number we give an illustration of
a very rarc Australian coin, and a New Zealand
War medal.,  The Medal speaks for itself, and we
refer our readess to a list of very choice medals
exhibited by Mr, Albert G. Ascher at the December meeting
of the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society. The medal
was struck by Wyon, and is especially interesting in being
the first struck representing the Queen with the widow's veil
underncath the crown. There were three issues precisely the
same in all respects excepting the date; oneis 1861 to 1866 ;
another 1863 to 1866 whilc a third is without date. The
ribbon is dark red with a border of azure blue ; recipient’s
name on cdge.

We are indebted to Mr. Ascher for his courtesy in lending
the medal, which is a very fine specimen, in order to have a
cut made for the Journal,

The “ Dump,” however, deserves more than a passing no-
tice, as it has a considerable amount of intcrest attached to
it.  On the appearance of the notice of the Socicty’s meeting
in the Montreal Gaszette, a letter appeared next day from a
Mr. R. H. Walker, expressing a doubt as to the existence of
the “dump,” saying that “ he had resided in the bush in New
South Wales for 14 years, and had been a trooper in the gold
escort from the Table-land for 18 months, and had made
enquiry about it and had never been able to find it,
that their currency was in L, s. d,, and Bank Notes.” He
thercfore doubted its existence.

Mr. Ascher replied to this letter,and sceing that he had
two specimens of the “dump,” one of which he had present-
cd but two evenings before to the Society, he was in a posi-
tion to assert most conclusively the existence of the coin.
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Mr. Ascher said “for the information of Mr., Walker allow
me to give you a description of the “ dump.” In the early
days of the colony of New South Wales, the money then in
circulation was Spanish and Portuguese dollars, and as there
was a scarcity of small change the Government ordered and
made the *dump.” It is a little larger than an ordinary 6d.
but much thicker having been punched out of the centre of
a dollar; on the Obverse it has the crown of Great Dritain,
surrounded by the words “ New South Wales,” date 1813 ;
Reverse “ Fifteen Pence” in two lines.”

Mr. Ascher's information was incontrovertible,but a singu-
lar confirmation of it remains to be furnished. During Mr,
A's sojourn here, he has discovered a second-hand book on
Australia. *“Anaccount of the state of Agriculture and Graz-
ing in New South.Wales by James Atkinson, published by
J. Cross, 18 Holborn, opposite Furnivals Inn, London,” in
1826. The book was written for the guidance of intending
cmigrants with.cspccinl reference to agricultural pursuits and
cattle-breeding &c., but it contains a chapter on the Colonial
Currency which is so complete that we take plecasure in re-
producing it :—

“In the carly periods of the settlement, the circulating
medium was principally supplied by notes of individuals;
cvery trader constituted himself a Banker, and issued his
promissory notes, which were denominated currency, of va-

“rious values. The bills of the local Government, drawn on
the British Treasury,were negociable securities,and were then,
and arc now, much used in making payments, When it was
required therefore to exchange the Colonial currency against
sterling bills of this description, the former was always ex-
changed at a discount, which sometimes amounted to 50 or
more per cent. Upon the establishment of the Bank in 1817,
the Colonial currency was suppressed ; and from that time
until the year 1822, the notes of the Bank, which were drawn
for sterling, and were always convertible at the pleasure of
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the holder into Sterling Government bills, continued to form
the principal circulating medium. A quantity of dollars had
been brought down from India a few years previous, and by
authority of the local Government, a picce was struck out of
the centre of cach; this centre picce was called a dump,
and was put into circulation at fiftcen-pence sterling value;
the remaining part or outside ring was put into circulation
at five shillings value ; both parts were stamped with a suit-
able impression and wercalways received and exchanged by
the Commissary for Sterling bills at those values ; they thus
formed a very convenient medium of cxchange in lesser
transactions, and few counterfeits were attempted, it not being
very easy to carry such practices into effect in so small a
community. A considerable quantity of Spanish dollars
were also in circulation, which were brought in from time to
time by new scttlers and others and passed at five shillings
each ; there were also a considerable quantity of English
silver coins, Bengal rupecs, and many other descriptions of
silver coins, which passed at various values by tacit and gene-
ral consent.  The drafts of the Commissariat Officers at the
out stations, termed store reccipts, upon the Commissary at
Sydnecy, for supplics furnished at those stations, were negoci-
able instruments, and were much used in making payments,”

“The circulating medium of the colony was thus always of
a sterling denomination and value, and was established upon
as secure and certain a basis as could be expected, or per-
haps desired, in a colony of such very recent formation, In
this state, things continued until the year 1822, when the
Local Government adopted a measure, which completcly
deranged the whole system previously in operation, and in-
troduced the greatest confusion and discontent throughout
the Colony. I am not now in possession of materials to en-
able me to give a proper history of this transaction, which is
to be hoped some gentleman, well acquainted with the sub-
ject, will yet oblige the public with ; the particulars here stated



AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAL. 133

may, however, enable a person to understand how its changes
were cflected when I left the Colony, in February, 1825.”

* A very large quantity of Spanish dollars was imported by
the Local Government from India and China, .in 1822, and
they were paid away by the Commissary at §s. each; the
persons who received them unwittingly signing receipts for
sterling value to the amount of their claim thus satisfied ;
this they very readily did for a time without suspicion, as
the Spanish dollar had hitherto, as before observed, passed
by tacit consent for that value ; the quantity, however, thus
surreptitiously put into circulation, at length began to attract
notice and cnquiry ; the iniquity of the system was at once
manifested, and the merchants came to a resolution to re-
ceive dollars at their intrinsic value of 4s. 2d. each only.”

“ Thus the holders of dollars, many of whom had signed
sterling receipts for them at §s, each, were completely de-
frauded out of one sixth, or 1615 per cent. of their property.
The Commissary refused to exchange the dollars for Treasu-
ry bills, at the value they had been issued at ; and these bills
were from this time, and still continue to be, sold by tender
in the following manner: by advertisement in the newspapers,
the Commissary gives notice, that on a certain day, he will
be rcady to receive tenders for the purchase of bills to be
drawn on the Lords of the Treasury, in exchange for Span-
ish dollars. The dollars are received at §s, each, with a dis-
count upon them which varies according to the demand for
bills among the merchants for the purpose of remittance.”

“ At the time I left the colony, the premium upon billsor, in
other words, the discount upon dollars, was 1434 per cent;
that is, a person to obtain a sterling bill upon England for
£100, must pay £114.10s. in Spanish dollars at gs. each, or
458 dollars. Thus the system has been introduced and per-
petuated ; the dollars would have been soon sent away as
remittances ; but by this expedient of selling the bills, a
certain quantity of them is sure tobe retained in the Colony.
The necessity of retaining the greater part as a circulating
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medium has, however, been obviated by the Bank having
issucd promissory notes, payable on demand for a certain
number of dollars, so that any quantity that may be put in-
to circulation beyond what is necessary to carry on the ex-
changes between the Commissary and the merchants, is sure
to be exported.  The Government have, therefore, gained
very little by the measure, while the nefarious manner in
which it was introduced, has for cver destroyed the con-
fidence of the public in the integrity of the present Govern-
ment.  Many other ramifications of this system may also be
noticed ; thus the dollars were issued to the troops for their
pay at 45, 8d. cach. ‘The Government Colonial dues, and
dutics were paid at the discount of the day ; the salaries of
the civil officers, payable from the Colonial revenue, were
paid in dollars at gs. cach.  Thus the greatest confusion pre-
vailed, the Commissary issuing dollars at onc value ; the col-
lector of customs or naval officer, and colonial treasurer, re-
ceiving them at another ; the troops at a third ; and the civil
officers at a fourth ratc ; and this system of confusion pre-
vailed up to the period of my leaving the Colony, Private
bargains are gencrally, however, made in what is termed cur-
rency, that is, the Spanish dollars at ss, cach; and all the
prices of labour, live-stock, and other articles mentioned in
this work, are to be understood as calculated in this manncer.
Accounts are now generally kept in dollars and cents, but
the dollar is continually fluctuating in valuc and no man can
with certainty mcasure the extent of his income or the value
of his property.”

«Since I left the Colony, a considerable quantity of silver
coin, struck expressly for the colonics, has been sent out from
England, to be put into circulation ; and-it is therefore pro-
bable, the old system of sterling payments and accounts will
be again resorted to.”

Mr. Ascher's statement regarding the “ dump” is thus cor-
roborated to the letter.
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THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE NUMISMATIC
AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY
OF MONTREAL.

the meeting held at the residence of Mr. Thos,

D. King, on December 20th, there was a fair at-

tendance of members and visitors, and three new

members were elected,  The usual routine busi-
ness was got through and the clection of officers for the en-
suing ycar took place with the following result :—

OFFICERS:
Hox. P, J. O. Coauveau - - President,
Epwarp Murrny - - - - 18t Vice-President,
Hox. Junce Bany - - - 2nd Vice-President.
J. A, NUTTER - - - - Trcasurer,
WILLIAM MCLENNAN - - - Curator.
RoswELL C, LyMaN - - - Secrecary.

EDITING COMMITTEE :
Messrs, HENRY MOTT, Tiios. D. KING, and R, C, LYMAN,

Mr. Holmes rctired from the Treasurership, after having
held the same for three yecars, his report showed that al-
though the Socicty had not made much material progress
during the past ycar, nevertheless, it had not retrograd-
e¢d. A unanimous vote of thanks to Mr. Holmes was carried
in acknowledgment of his faithful service in the office of
Treasurer. Mr. R, W, MacLachlan exhibited a handsome
bronze medal issued as a prize by the Law Society of
Toronto.

The mceting was rendered an especially interesting one
by the presence of Mr. A. G. Ascher from Australia, at pre-
sent on a visit to Montreal. He exhibited the followiag in-
teresting collection of War Medals: Peninsular medal, 1793-
1814, presented 1848, clasps, Salamanca, Badajoz, Toulouse,

A Y
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Orthes, Vittoria, Shagun and Benevente.  Waterloo, June
18th, 1815. Naval, 1848, clasp, Egypt. Naval, 1848, Boat
Service, 1809, Lissa.  China, 1860, clasp, Taku Forts, Bal-
tic Service, small, 1854-1855.  South Africa, 1853, South
Africa, small, 1853. New Zealand, 1861 to 1866. To the
Army of the Punjab, 1849, clasps, Mooltan, Chillianwallah,
Goojerat,  Crimea, 1834, clasps, Sebastopol.  India, 1857-
1858, clasp, Central India, India, 1846, clasp, Aliwal
Army of the Sutlej. India, Pegu. India, 1843, Mecance,
Hyderabad. East India Coy., Long Service and good con-
duct. British, Long Service and good conduct.  Turkish,
1855, La Crimea.  Spanish, 1836, San Scbastian, South
Africa, 1879. Indian Star, 2gth Dcc, 1843, Maharajpoor.

Mr. Ascher also exhibited a specimen (possibly unique in
Amcrica) of an Australian Dump, 1813, and a silver medal-
lion of the Art Union of London, 1870, *“C. R. Leslie, R
A The Scutry Box.

Mr. Ascher presented the specimen of the « Dump” to the
Society and we have much pleasure in furnishing a faithful
representation of it and the New Zealand War medal with
our present number. A description of the “ Dump” will be
found on another page. .

The thanks of the members was voted to Mr. Ascher for
his kindness, and he was clected a corresponding member of
the Society.

The January mecting of the Society was held on the even-
ing of 17th, at the residence of Mr, T. D. King. The usual
routine business, including the clection of two new members,
being disposed of ; the following donations were received :
from Hon. P. J. O. Chauveau, an Irish silver six-pence,
Henry 8th; from Mr. Alf Brunet, a Spanish silver
picce, Philip sth, 1721; from Mr. T. D. King, a Gar-
ficld-Lincoln mecdalet, in  white metal ; and the fol-
lowing pieces were exhibited : by Mr. King, a Suther-
land marriage anniversary medal, dated, Quebec 1781-1831 ;
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by Mr. J.A. Nutter, a bronze piece of Ptolemy Philadelphus,
two uncirculated Massachusetts cents of 1787 and 1788,and a
New York Excelsior cent of 1787, the latter exceedingly
rare in Canada.

Mr. Mott exhibited an ancient hand-book on the science
of artillery entitled * The Gunners Glasse,” 1646, curiously
illustrated ; also a comic work on the Queen Charlotte di-
vorce case, by W, Hone, 1820, written in the styleof “ The
House that Jack Built,” and profusely illustrated by curious
and interesting cuts.

The catalogue of the Ricca collection of consular and im-
perial Roman coins was also received from the president,

Mr, Lyman exhibited ten photographs by Livernois of
Quebec, copies of views of old Quebec by Richard Short, of
the date 1761, dedicated to Admiral Saunders who co-ope-
rated with Wolfe in the campaign of 1759,

Mr. King then read an interesting paper on “ The Truth
of Revelation demonstrated by an appeal to existing Monu-
ments, Sculptures, Gems, Coins, and Medals,” which will be
found at page 113 of this number ; at its close a vote of thanks
was moved by His Honour, Judge Baby, seconded by Mr.,
Murphy and carried unanimously.

After a reading by the Hon. Mr. Chauveau from “La
Physiologie du Curieux,” by Ed. Bonnaffe, the meeting broke
up.

SUGGESTION FOR DISPOSAL OF AN ANCIENT
DOCUMENT,

N F HE following evidence of amity and good-will be-

, J-f Y .I

_ tween England and the United States has reach-
PN B ed this side of the Atlantic by cable :—

' Mr. Benjamin Scott, Chamberlain of London and
author of several important antiquarian works, writes to the
Times suggesting a practical method of giving enduring
proof of English good will towards America by an act which
would exceedingly enrich Americans,
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There is in the Bishop of London’s library at Fulhama
manuscript in the hand-writing” of Governor Bradford, one
ot the leading pilgrim fathers, who in 1620 landed. at Ply-

: mouth Rock, Mass., giving a diary of proccedings of pilgrims
containing the compact or constitution out of . which arose
the federation now termed the "United States: The docu-
ment was captured as plunder by. a British,soldicr during

.. the Americah warof® mdl:pcndt.ncc, froman old l)utch church
in Boston, - --. - -

Me. Scott suggests that England give the document in

. the:name of the Queen hnd’ ‘nation to the United . States.

- THE NEW YEAR'S DAY EXCURSION \ﬂ‘DAL

HE latest thing of Jocal numismatic mt:.rut which

‘ wc ha.vc to record is the striking of a. .medal to
. commemorate: the fact of the river femaining
-open till Jan. 1st; 1882,

T he, medal \\lnch is.of white metal is barcly T Y4 mch in

diameter, and bears on. the obverse a side-wheel steamer in-

scribed * Longueuil” to the right on water, and the legend

7t Pleasure trip on the St..Laurence | per | Steamer Longu .uil

{ Capt. O. Duval, | January- 1st | 1882 ], with thc imprint
Lymburncr. Montreal, below the water.

The réverse bears the inscription Compagnic | Dc l. ‘Javn-

gation de | Longucuil | Voyage dL Plaisir -—ht ]anvnerl
1882 | Ovide Dufresne | Gerant’| .

This’ medal was struck by Lymb\:rncr of this’ c1ty, the dncs
bung cngravcd by Messrs. Power & Dawson, and it was sold
on board the stcamer Longucuil on the. day af thecxcursion,
and can’néiv: be*had from ‘Mr. Lymburncr, St. Antoine St,,
at the rate of 10 cents each. Thc dics are the first engraved’
by the firm, and the'exetution is poor, the lcttcrmg having
been engr:wed :tnd not punched wnth the result of inaking
it irregular.. : : :

In.1878 Mr. Lymbirner struck a small medal. to com-
mcmorate -a similarcvcnt,’yirhich has hcretofore been consi-

K AR .

v
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dered note-worthy, though, if prophets arc to be allowed to
manipulate the weather to suit themselves ; there is no tell-
ing what tricks may be played with our winters,

Stcamers can rarely run later than the beginning of De-
cember, and last winter the rails were laid across the ice
quite carly in the season.

e
THE QUEBEC LITERARY AND HISTORICAL
SOCIETY.

BE arc glad to learn that our friends at Qucbec are
prospering.  We append an extract from the re-
port of the Council presented at the annual meet-
ing recently held :—

“Since the last annual general meecting, the library has
been increased by the addition of numerous volumes select-
ed in the spirit calculated to further the aims contemplated
in the charter of this Association, the promotion of science
and history, especially that of our own country, in their higher
departments, to wit; for the prosecution of researches into
the carly history of Canada, for the recovering, procuring and
publishing interesting documents and useful information, as
the National, Civil and Literary History of British North
America, and for the advancement of the arts and sciences
in the said Province of Lower Canada, from which public
benefit may be expected.

The report of the Librarian gives the particulars of the
purchases and donations of books during the year,

As to the Museum, want of space has prevented the addi-
tion of the larger groups of animals, One of our associate
members, in the name of a Scotch taxidermist, has made a
proposition to exchange some of our duplicate bird skins for
Scotch game birds; if a locale can be procured to store the
cxpected specimens, these changes must naturally tend to
make our collection of Natural History more extensive, and
more valuable.

An cfiort has been made to increase the usefulness of this
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historical institution and to carry out more fully the object
of its charter by the adoption of measures for the preserva-
tion of the valuable maps, plans and journals, relating to the
history -of Canada, which had been accumulating for the Jast
twenty yoars in its archivés,  The socicty, it is evident, from
its carliest times has spent large sums in printing and pub-
lishing memoirs, Siege ni nrntnons and records bearing on
Canadian annals as well as in acquiring complete fyles, when
practicable, of the pioneer news sheets and leading journals
publi-hed in this city, such as the Quebee Gasette dating from
1764, the Quebee Herald from' 1789, the Guebee Mercurin from
1703, the Moruing Chronicle from 1847, The ¢ invaluable
sources  of reference  for students. of history as well as
business men-—some costly purchases—others prized gifts by
well-wishers to the socicty—through lack of space in the li-
brary, had been relegated to a dusty and dark corner of the -
muscum, neglected, difficult of access, from want of covers,
obliterated or torn titles ; they have been brought to bight, and
their bindings and titles repaired and restored,  Classified
by order of date, they are now of daily and of easy reference,
in a small room adjoining the library ; the maps and plans,
railway surveys, and other valuable documents donated by
outsiders or- by our members arealso stored in this room
and presérved in drawers for reference when needed,  Our
many benefactors will see therein a proof, that their gifts are

--duly appreciated an(l preserved.

In connection with donations to this department, it is
pleasant to notice an important and new gift from Mossrs.
Dawson & Co, of ; cwhtd.n bound volumes of the Quehee
Gazefte fromt 1856 to 1874, which will go far to complete the
fyles of the Gasette, covering 110 years of our history. The
socicty has also to thank among others an old friend of the
institution, the Hon, John Fraser, now at Charleston, for a

,most valuable gift of coins,” medals, Indian and other curiosi-
tics, &e.  The sicge nnrr'm\'cm memoirs and journals and

diaries kept by the late J.uncs Thompson, a voluntcer under
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General Wolfe, and later on attached to the Royal Engincer
Department at Quebec, embracing a period of seventy-two
years, (1758-1830) having been placed on the market, the
Socicty devoted a portion of the historical fund to procuring
these unpublished diaries, cight or ten volumes in number,
which comprise so much of the history of our city, pcndmg
the sicges of 1750 and 1775 and later on, '

The Council have also to report that steps havebeen taken
to acquire from the. Morrin College the privilege of using one
of its spacious apartments for'its mecetings, where papers and
essays may be read.

The report of the Treasurer will belaid before the Socicty
to make known the state of the funds at the present moment
and also the different heads of receipt and expendityre du-
ving the year just expired, J. M. LEMOINE, President, ¢

THE “QUEBLC FERRY TOKEN,”

HE July number for 1874, of the Canadian Anti-
quarian and Numismatic, Journal, page 42, con-
tains a short article on “ The Quebec Ferry To-
ken,” which I presented to the Quebec Literary

and Historical Socicty.

A day or two since Mr, Cyrille - Tessier, N. I’., an active
member of that socicty, and an indefatigable numismatolo-
wist called on me with another of these Quebee Ferry To-
kens, confirming what I before said about the “ New Lan-
son” having succeeded the fisst Lawzon, the first steam ferry
boat built by Mr, John Goudie. .

The new Lauzon was built, owned and sold by Mr. James
McKenzie of Point Levis, who succeeded to the ferry hav-
ing bought the first Lawzon on the death of Mr. Goudic, and
the ferry .token shown me by Mr. Tessicr, confirms this,
having the l;ttcrs' “T. McK." stamped across its face in
plain Roman Capitals; also showing that he had adopted
the same mode of paymént or check as was asked by his
p redecessor, Mr. Goudi¢. - The only difference between
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my token and that of Mr, Tessier is what I have before
mentioned excepting that his is not in as good a state of pre-
servation as mine was ; but looks as if it had been a long
time buricd in the carth., It is evident, nevertheless, that it
was struck from the same dic as mine.

W. MarsDeN, M. A, M. D.

NOVA SCOTIA HI§TORICAL SOCIETY.

HE last mecting of the above Society was onc of
more than ordlnary interest, a large number of
members were present, including His Honor

*®  Governor Archibald, Hon. Dr. Almon and
other leading citizens, Rev. Dr. Hill being in the chair.

After reading of the minutes and list of donations the
president said that, after considerable delay, the committee
of publication was able to lay on the table the second vol-
ume of their proceedings, and by far the most interesting
work yet presented to the public by the society. He also
called the attention of the members to the formation of an
Historical Society in Fredericton, and he was sure all present
cherished the hope that it would be no inconsiderable part
of the intellectual outfit of our Sister Province.

A most interesting letter was read from Miss Inglis, of
London, relating to the manuscripts of the first bichop of
the Maritime Provinces. Such of them as arc in cxistence
have been secured by the Society.

Mr. Hannay's paper entitled “ Who was Lebel »* was then
rcad, and listened to with the greatest interest.  Remarks
were made by His Hon. the Governor, Senator Almon, Dr.
Hill, J. T. Bulmer, W. A, Balneck and others, all expressing
their appreciation of Mr, Hannay's efforts to solve this ques-
tion, and a unanimous vote of thanks to him was passed.

“ During the discussion of Mr. Hannay's paper, it came
out that he had over twelve hundred pages of manuscript
matter, translated into English, relating to the French occu-
pation of Acadia, and that he was desirous of getting the
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same pubhshcd. Thls brought on a general discussion of
thowwhole questiori relating to our.knowledge of the docu-
mentdry history of Acadia and. the obhgatlons we were un-

._der to-cause the same to be pub‘:shcd complcte. It was the
,ynanimous opinion-of: the meéting that the four Historical

Socuctlcs of the Maritime Provinces and the Governments of
" Nova Scotia, -New Brunswick'and P. E. Island wegre alone
adcequate to the task of causing to bc pubhshcd such a docu-
mentary. history as’ the Maritime P.rovmccs really desired,
It was moved by Governor Atchibald, seconded by, .Senator
Almon and resolved, that a committce be appointed, consist-
ing of five. to report at a future meeting on the value of the -
St. John manuscript and also on a plan for securing the co-
operation of the Government . of Noya.Scotia, - ‘New Bnms-
wick and P. E. Island in publlshmg the compléte document-
ary history of Acadia. Thc;committce consists of. Governor
. Axchibald, Dr. Hili, W. D. Harnngton, M. l P, T B. Akin
and J. T. Bulmer.

We hope-to be able to give the substancc of Mr‘ Ha.n.nays
papcr in our-next ‘number. o

' MISTAKI‘S A’l‘ THE MINT. . e
HISTORY of the British coinage would afford
some amusing metances of mistakes pn the part
of the Mmt authorities. The mest: recent -ex-
“ample is not so striking as that of the “ Godless
florin,” on which nuihismatists place a price far in excess of
its nominal value, but is interestiny in its-way. - After being
in circulation some years', it has_fallen to the lot of Mr,
MacGeorge, of.Glisgow, to discover that the quarterings on
the shield of Britannia_on the cxisting bronze. coinage are
wrong. The device'on the shield ought to be the same as
that on the ‘frational flag—that ' is, the English cross of St.
Geoige, with-the St. Andrew's cross or saltire of-Scotland
side by side with the Irishsaltire. The Scottish cross, how-
cver, has by some oversight been omitted, and a new issue
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of coins is about to take place, remedying the defect. These
coins will be distinguished by the Mint mark “ H” on the
reverse.  This “ mint mark” indicates, we believe, that these
coins are struck at the branch mint at Birmingham under
the supcerintendence of Messrs. Heaton. Some recognition
of his discovery is due to Mr. MacGeorge, whose initial
might not unworthily have figured on the new coins. Per-
haps, however, it is the intention of theauthorities to reward
his heraldic zcal by appointing him Herald in Ordinary to
the Mint.

et SO, e

EDITORIAL.

E have received the following letter from a gentle-
man in this city, and shall be glad if some of our
rcaders can help to furnish the desired informa-
tion.

“ Could any of the correspondents or readers of the Carnadi-
an Antiquarian give an historic sketch of Rasco’s Hotel. 1t
is’one of Montreal's old buildings, and has been in its time
the Windsor of Montreal, the transient home of Governors
and the fapss of many a festive gathcrmg. I think such a

paper wauld be highly interesting.”
Mr. Joseph Leroux has published “ A complete Canadian

Copper Coin Catalogue,” price 25 cents. The author has
cvidently bestowed great pains on the work, his classification
of the “ Un Sou” scries, especially, being new and interest-
ing ; but we cannot regard it as a “ complete” record—A wor-
thy history of Canadian Numismatics has yet to be written.
The catalogues may be obtained on application to Mr.
Joseph Leroux, go Amherst Street, Montreal.

We hope to be able to give in our next number the con-
tinuation of Mr, Foran's interesting papers on the “Medals
of Louis XIV-XV.*

-
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