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FAMILY WORSIIIP,

True Religion moulds the whole life, IIaving made its home in the heart, it
becomes a duty to place in its hand the sceptre that rules the customs and vbser-
vances of the family. It would be impossible to prove that religion casts & benig-
nant sinile on all our seeret devotions, but frowns on the consecration to God of
the sweet scenes of “ domestic happiness,” which the poet has deseribed as, ** the
only bliss of paradise that has survived the fall.”  When God gives a home, shall
an ungrateful hand shut him out of it? The presence of Gud in o house is to the
pious mind the sweetest reflection. Jesus was called to the marriage-feast which
he grace:d with his presence,~—he was a bidden and a welcome guest,—-thus with
reverence be it said, we may invite the presence of 1IIim who dwelleth not in tem-
ples made with hands, to visit with his mercy our humes. Family worship is that
invitation. This hallowed custom has its basis in our social nature. e setteth
the solitary in families ; the bestowment of such a blessing implies the design to
work out from the hallowed arrangement, results showing forth bLis glory. The
link of connectinn with each other as fashioned by 1lim, does notunlouse us from
the chain that binds all to the eternal throne. To all his character is shown in
his name “orr Farner.” Man is not an isolation—an icicle—not a sulitary cord
—but the threads of love run through the web of society, to bring up in the pat-
tern, something of likeness to Ilim, whose name and nature is Love.

The practice of family worship is time honoured. Ancient heroes who lived and
walked with God, are mentioned as huilding altars to God on the spots where they
sojourned. God said of Abraham his friend, “I know him, that he will command
his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the
Lord.” Joshua the victorious leader of the hosts of Israel, said, “as for me and
my house we will serve the Lord.”” David from the public worship of God re-
turned to bless his houschold. New Testament precept points in the same dir-
ection: Ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath : but bring them upin the
nurture and admonition of tire Lord. 'The Bishop must be one that ruleth well
his own house; for if 2 man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he
take care of the church of God? Of the deacons there is required a like qualifi-
cation. The general commands “ to pray without ceasing,” praying always with
all prayer and supplication,”—¢ whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever
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ye do, do all to the glory of God ”~we need not now dwell on as involving the
duty. By this practice namong other glorious distinctions, our Puritan fure-fathers
were distinguished. The taunts of the opposers of truth,, took shape from the
psalm-singing, and household devotions of these godly men. This was undoubtedly
a aign of the generation that feared God. The morning and evening sacrifice was
& proof of the presence or absence of true religion in a family. Ilow truly great
is a country witere scenes of household piety abound‘ The bulwark of the land
is tho broad shield of heaven.

Cap we paint a more touching scene, or unlock from the memories of the past,
a2 more tender recollection, than the events of those sacred hours, when in life’s
young morning, we listened to the paternal invitation, * let us worship God.”—
Many a gap death may have made in that circle since then, but the eventis fresh
and the impression is deep, that is a blessed memory of an early home if the poet’s
description holds good- -

“Then kneeling down, to Heaveun's Bternal King,

The saint, thefat/zer and the kusband prays:
Hope ¢ springs exulting on triumphant wing,”
That thus they all shall ‘meet in future days:
There ever bask in uncreated rays,

No more to sigh, or shed the bitter tear,
Together hymnmg their Creator’s praise,

In such society, yet still more dear;
While circling time moves round in au eternal sphere.”

A distinguished writer speaks of family worship as a cardinal duty, “ wi‘nout
which, it should never be disguised for a moment, our homes cannot be Christian.
The household in which God is not worshipped is like a ship at sea without a piloet
ora helm, while the tempest is rising and threatening torage. IIowever majestic
the vessel or costly the cargo, she is at the merey of the first rock—it may be, the
very first wave. ¢ Him that honoureth God, God will honour ; but he that despi-
seth Gud. shull be lightly esteemed ;” and the negleet of this honour is, beyond
all controversy, one cause of the degeneracy which is now so apparent in many
spheres.”” The fear that this neglect may extend, and the hope of bringing some
to look to the ways of their households, have induced us to write on this subject.
Nothing is more likely to lcad to the adoption of this heaven-blessed custom than
a view of its influence. In a family its effects, are marked in the training thus
furnisbed in the ways of God. The inteasity uf parental affection must be shown
in earnest efforts to save the sodls of their children—to bring to Jesus even the
little ones. A little boy after reading the * Pilgrim’s Progress,” is caid to
have asked his mother which of the characters she liked Dbest: she replied,
¢ Christian of course, he is the hero of the story.” Ile responded: “I like
Christiana best, because when Christian set out on his pilgrimage he went alone,
but when Christiana started she took the children with her.” This gatbering of
the lambs into the fold of Christ is a high and holy object, and has often been
accomplished through the instrumentality of family worship. * The way,” says
Mr. Beecher, “to get a handsume shade-tree, isto go to the nursery, and geta
small tree, so that you can take all the r00fs up with it ; then it will live, and
grow, and become a tree of heauty. So in bringing persons to the Church, you
take u man, and it may be here is one root ranning off into the grog shop, another
root ranning into the theatre, and so on. All these roots you must cut off; and
when you have pruned him, and got him into the Church, what is he but a mere
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stump? If you would have good, symmetrical Christians, you must go to the
nursery,~—ah, that is the word, the nursery,—to the family and the Subbath-school,
and take the young plants, the children, and train them up to become plants of
righteousness and ornarents in the house of our God.” Iu this family-training
the conscience is educated ; the habit of worshipping God is furmed ; the restraining
of the young to habits of order and punctuality is achieved ; and further, the never
to he forgotten accomplishment of knowing the Seriptures is acquired. This know-
ledge of the Bible is essential to strong and healthy Christianity. Coleridge said,
‘“the fairest flower he ever saw climbing round a poor man’s window was not 8o
beautiful in his eyes as the Bible which Le saw lying within.” The plants of grace
bl o and thrive in a home when God’s word distils the dew of its principles morn-
ing andevening. A gradual knowledge of the whole lively oracles is thus attained.
This gives Bible truth a power to cheer the heart, and control the life. Drop a
single grain of musk in a chamber, and years aftersthe room will retain the
fragrance ; so leave in the heart a single germ of a divine principle, and its power
will be felt in future ages. To begin early in the application of Divine truth to
the heart, is a mark of wisdom ; but to leave the work undone till the ground is
pre-occupied with briers and thorns shows defective skill and sinful sloth. The
charge of the souly of the immortal beings committed to the heads of families, is
far too solemn to admit of trifling. The cry of David shows how the heart may
be wrung at the loss of o child: “ O my son Absalom! my son, my son Absalom!
would God that I had died for theo, O Absalom, my son, my son!’ What, then,
can we tell of the thrilling agony at the loss of a child,—lost through parental
neglect, and lost to all eternity ?

Nor does this exhaust the range of responsibility ; the domestics in a family
claim the care and interest of the master and mistress. This connection should
be more than an affair of bone and sinew on the one side, and of dollars and cents
on the other. Dwelling under the same roof, the preciousness of the souls of
servants—for God is not & respecter of persons—requires faithful exertion on the
part of believing householders to bring them to serve the Lord Christ: and if
they are already friends of Jesus, to strengthen and confirm their faith. The
means are at hand by requesting their prescuce at family prayer.

To the heads of families themseives, the direct influence of this sacred engage-
ment is blessed. Their home becon.es a Bethel ; a house of God. ¢ Prayer the
key of the morning and the Dolt of the evening.” Sacred consistency sets her
guard on their principles and customs. eith and hope mount on wings of love,
to the anticipation of that day’s joy, when their charge shall be given up with
the words “ here Lord am I, and the children which Thou hast given me.”
Notwithstanding all this, some may live in the neglect of this duty; driven back
from their privilege by fear. It may be fcl¢ that surprise will be excited by the com-
mencement of what has been long neglected. Remember that this is one way of
confessing Christ. The Cross must be carried: ‘ Whosoever shall be ashamed
of Christ, of him shall the Son of Man be ashamed when He cometh.” I maybe
pleaded that the pressure of business leaves no time for the engagement. Will s
man rob God?  Are not the minutes saved from the necessary services of God
and godliness worse than wasted? The day can have no blessing that does not
begin with God. I may be wrged that the necessary talent to conduct the service
is wanting. In this they may be mistaken ; being frightened by a shadow. Let
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them go boldly forward, leaning on the promised help of the IToly Snirit; and
He who has promised, will prove Ilis grace sufficient. Let the voice of rejoicing
and salvation be in the tabernacles of the righteous.

ON PRAYING IN PUBLIC.

Among all the gifts by which a Christian man can help his brethren, there is
none of greater value than that of leading them in prayer. Ile needs it in his
housechold, that he may present their common petitions daily before the Lord, and
that he may pray with each child apart. With the sick and dying it is much
more precious than exhortation; for it leads them by the most direct way to
Christ. Souls whom he seeks to bring to the Saviour, will generally Le more
touched by his prayer to God for them, than by his appeals to themselves. And
in the Church it is one of the most effective methods by which * the whole body”
can be “compacted by that which every joint supplieth ;”” for there is no houk of
prayers, nor any Pastor, that can cxpress all wants, and all experiences. Each
brother can reach the hearts of some of his brethren, as no other can, and, s in
the cases ahove referred to, he can dv it hetter in prayer than by any other means.

A gift of this nature is worth cultivating and improving up to the highest pos-
sible perfection. No evidence is required to show that there is rovm for improve-
ment in the general style of public prayer. Lvery one who attends prayer-meet-
ings feels this; and the strongest arguments for a Liturgy are derived frum the
fact. Itisnotour intention to dwell on the faults so coinmon and so well known,
but we will take the liberty of making a {ew pousitive suggestions that may help
to remove them.

1. Let him that prays before others lovk well to Lis vwen life. A prayer or a
sermon is made up of two parts — the thing uttered, and the man who utters it,
Very often the latter is of as much consequence as the former, or more. The
most common place, well-known truth in the plainest language, if cuming from
one who is felt to be sincere and consistent, always acquires freshness and power
by passing through his heart; whiloe the clearest logic and the most impassioned
thetorie, though employed upon the greatest themes, will be like sounding hiass
or a tinkling cymbal, if the speaker is not genuine. A bad temper, a sharp
tongue, little selfishnesses in the house, laxity about truth, dishonvurable actions
in business, the love of having our own way, these and the like faunlts in the life
cannot be forgotten by those who hear the prayer. “ It will not do tv pray
cream, and live skim milk.”

2. Let the heart be prepared by much private devotion. Those who pray in
public only, do not pray there. It ix by habitual communion with God in the
closet, that the epirit and language of prayer Lecome natural. It is pussible to
“make a prayer,”’—as they say—as we would make a speech, to mun and not
to God, by memory, imitation, or simple readiness of tongue,—but this is not to
pray, any more than playing on an organ is praise. It mocks the Most Iligh,
and it profits not man. Those who pray thus mechanically usually have one
almost invariable form, and it is formally repeated. But one who walks with
God from day to day, who carries his own ever changing experiences to the
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merey seat, will proy from a full heart, with rich variety, and the true spirit of
prayer. Ile will have power with God and with man.

3. It is well to make a study of what will tend most to edificntion. There is
an aversion to this in many minds from the fear of being too artificial, or of seek-
ing glory of men. 'There is danger in these directions undoubtedly, Lut is there
none on the other hand, of carelesiﬂsness, irreverence, and parrot-like repetition ?
The Ioly Spirit when teaching us to pray, does not always work by immediate
inspiration, but far more frequently in accordance with the nataral process of de-
liberate thought. In speaking to any man, even, upon important affairs, every
prudent man thinks beforehand of what he will say. In coming before a person
of high rank we prepare and weigh every word. Is it only in converse with the
King of Kings that we may trust to the imnulse of the moment ? ¢ Be not rash
with thy mouth, and let not thy heart be hasty to utter arything before God ; for
God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few.” (Eeels,

. 2.} Especially does this forethought Lecome neclssary when we have not only
to make our own case known, but to bLe alsv the mouth-piece of our brethren.

4. The fopics fit to be introduced in public prayer should be well considered.
One chief difficulty experienced by many persons in Jeading the devotions of
others is in making the change represented by the substitution of “we ” for « 1.”
They can speak to God of their own wants, but they do not feel it right— nor is
it—to bring what is peculiar to themselves into a meeting, while yet they can
hardly separate the general from the particular. But a little reflection will soon
show how much all Christian hearts have in common—adoration of the Divine
perfections, thanksgiving for God’s innumerable mercies, contrition for sin, trust
and love towards Christ, zeal for His kingdom, the hope of glory, and such like,—
personal to each believer, but to every one, and therefore common to all.  What
an unbounded field also is furnished by intercessory prayer, taking in that little
company with their families and friends, the neighbourhood, the churches, the
ministry, the land, the cause of Christ, the world! Let the mind and heart only
be enlarged, and there will be found an inexhaustible variety of subjects of uni-
versal interest, withsat the introduction of merely personal requests, But let no
one he foo chary of praying out of his own experience, for “asin water face
answereth to face, so the heart of man to man.” Some will hie sure to feel as he
feels. And we can imagine cases, we have known them, where a heart pressed
with its own burden could not keep silence, and in breaking out has carried all
other hearts with it. Where there is the true spirit of prayer, there is not much
danger of going astray.

5. The language in which prayer is expressed, has much to do with its power
over other minds. IHere, as in other respects, our greatest security will be, in
feeling aright, and speaking as we feel. There is a reverence due to the Most
Iligh God, that should never be wanting. A vulgar familiarity of address takes
the name of God in vain. But equally abominable is an oratorical prayer, with
balanced periods and pretty figures, The simpler the language in which earnest
thought and feeling can naturally clothe themselves, the better. The Scriptures
furnish us with the true model of what is required. For sublime simplicity and
intense though chastened ardour, the prayers of the Bible can never be surpassed.
The human prayers that have carried us nearest to God, have generally been those
in which the very words of inspiration most abounded. Next to these, have been
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those expressed in a style the nearest to that standard—terse, pure, and impas-
sioned. We have observed that the use of proper language does not depend un the
amount of education a brother may possess, but on & certain fine spiritnal instinet.
An unlearned but devout man will not much offend in word.

6. Nor is the tone of voice of the leader in prayer of small importance. It should
be audible, of course ; but often it is not, for flersons unaccustomed to speak in
public are apt to speak in the low tone of private conversation, The natural voice
of godly fear is on a deep rather than a high key-note. But in public prayer,
where all must be done tc edification, the brethren ought to hear, or the prayer
might as well be'in an unknown tongue. Yet anything like loud bawling is most
offensive to every fine feeling,—as though God were deaf, or inattentive. Most
persons pray in an unnatural voice, the chief fault in which is the long drawl
upon the vowels in accented syllables. Is not this an instinetive effort to imitate
the real tone of devotion, when that is felt to be wanting—an attempt to speak as
we ought to feel, rather thaneas we actually do? It probably arose from this
cause, and it has now come to be a custom, adopted by many very devout per-
sons, from sheer imitation. It is not a good habit, for it makes prayer constrained
and melancholy, the last qualities it should possess.

7. Brevily is a much to be desired feature in sceial prayer. We have seldom
heard a brother complained of for being too short, but nothing is more eommon
than to hear the opposite charge. ‘“ You prayed me into & good frame, and then
you prayed me out of it,” said Jehn Newton to one of these offunders. From three
to five minutes at the outside is the utmost limit that ought to be taken on ordinary
occasions, Few persons are probably aware of tho length of time they o.ccupy.
The interest of the exercise makes the minutes seem but half the length they
have when we arc listenning. Those who wish to avoid mistakes had better ask
their brethren to check them; and those who feel that a brother is too long, might
kindly mention it. By omitting lengthy introductions, and repetitions of what
has been remembered before, by dwelling on a very few ohjects only, without
dreaming of covering the whole ground, and by cultivating a simple style of lan-
guage, much prayer can be made within five minutes. All the Scripture prayers
are short. Far rather let a young beginner offer up three sentences, than be
silent. The more persons take part in a meeting, generaliy, the more interesting
it will be. But in order to this, every one must be brief. IIow much better ic it
{or one to present this object, and another that, than for each to take in all, again
and again. 4

We think the observance of these hints would tend very much to the profitable
oxercise of the gift of public prayer. There is nothing here, that any man of
piety and common sense cannot attain unto. Ixtraordinary talents are not atall
required, though they can be used, but simply, we repeat, piety and common
sense.

Let every brother in the churches ¢ follow after” this gift. There is no difi-
culty in the way that will not yield to the same perseverance we use in our
worldly affairs. Ile that can lead accentably in prayer, finds a full reward in
the very act, apart from the power it gives him for doing good.

F. H; M.
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REV. J. A, JAMES, ON REVIVALS.
(Extracted from the * British Standard,” beiny ome of « series ¢f Lelters on English
Rerivals.)

The question now to be asked is, * What do these things say to us?” What is
the voice of God which comes to us from the churches of America? What influ-
ence ought this great awakening to have upon us.  "The Apostle tells us that the
effects of the conversion of the Jews upon the Gentile world will he “*as life from
the dead.”  Any signal work of God on one peopleor in one place, should be felt,
and ix intended to be felt, in other places aund on oihier people. We are not to
stand hy, some doubting, some talking, and all wondering. God reproved sume
in aucient times hecause they considered not Ilis works, ** nor regarded the oper-
ation of Iix hands.  The works of the Lord are great, soughtout of all that have
pleasure thevein.”  The wonderous phenomena of nawre, the marvelou. dispen-
sations of Providenee, demand attention.  How much more God’s stately goings
in s sunctuary, the su)lime manifestation of lis power and grace in the ficld
of redeeming merey! What are the sublimities of creation, the discuveries of
seience, the inventions of art, compared with the conversion of souls and the ex-
tensivn of the Redeemer’s kingdom upon earth?  Why, the destiny of a single
soul comprebends in its eternal history more of micery or happiness, than dues
the temporal history of our globe, with all its millions of millivns of inhabitants
from its creation to its contlagration! Aund here is reported the conversions,
within a short time, of half-a-million of such souls.  Christiuus, here is sumething
which should interest you as believers in God, in Christ, in salvation, in heaven,
in hell, and in eternity, more than gold-fields and electric telegraphs, and all the
wonders of commeree, art, and science. God, by such events as these papers refer
to, is breaking in upon you, remark, and contemplate, and admire liis sublimest
work,—Ilis work of grace, and also your concern in it upon carth. He has been
saying to the most intensely earnest, and energetie, and commercial people upon
earth, ** The time is short; it remaineth that thuse that have riches be as though
they had none, and they that weep be as though they wept not, and they that re-
joice as though they rejoiced not, and thuse that buy as though they possessed
not, and thuse that use this world as not abusing it ; for the fashion of chis world
passeth away.”  Yes, and, to a certain estent, that voice has been heard, amidst
the din of commerce and the clamour of politics.  Religion {or once and for a sea-
son has made her admonitions to be heard upon the exchange, in the counting-
houne, in the circles of fashion, in the arena of controversy, and in the scenes of
domestic life. ller works and her warnings may be again forgotten ; but they
have Leen seen and heard.

And to us, who hear only the echoes of these sounds across the Atlantic, there
comes a message form God, “ Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead,
and Christ shall give thee light.”” Why should not we be revived? Do we not
need it?  Look into the moral and spivitual condition of our country. Contem-
plate the masses of the population.  In the metropolis, according to the last cen-
sus of the population, there is provision for public worship, including Jewish and
Geuntile, Pupish and Protestant, Unitarian wnd Trinitarian, for only 29 per cent.
of the people, and in our own town for only 28 per cent. Then throw out those
places where the Gospel is not elearly and Spiritually preached, and take the sum
that remains ; of these how few are full, how many are halfempty! The popula-
tion of the borough in which I live eontains about 270,000 inhabitants, and in all
these, exclusive vf Sunday-school children, I do not believe, notwithstanding we
have between twenty and thirty churches, besides Methodist and Dissenting
chapels, where the Gospel is preached, we have, oo ordinary occasions, more than
40,000 ever present at one time ; and of these what a proportion are yet unconvert-
ed 1o God! If this may be & safe guide to estimate the rate of attendance in the
metropolis, there are only 400,000 out. of 2,500,000 of the population, at the same
time un the Sabbath, hearing the pure Gospel preached ; and then, I say again, of
this number how many are yet unconverted to God! I shudder at the idea. I
.remble as I write, I recoil from my own ealeulations. This, in Protestant Eng-
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land, in the middle of the nineteenth century, after Sunday-schools have been set
up the greater part of a century,—alter the Bible Suciety has put into circulation
more than 30,000,000 copies of the word of God, and the Tract Society puured
such streams of religivus knowladge upon the surface of suciety as are contained
in 700,000,000 of Looks and tracts; and, to sum up all, after the revival of religim
by Wesley and Whitfield, and of ovangelical preachersin the Church of England!
Popery, with stealthy steps, is encroaching upon our population. Infidelity is
ineflecting our literature and corrupting the people. Immorality, in the furm of
intemperance, licentivusness, lawlessness, and beggary, is nestling among us, and
perpetually sending out its hideous and ohscene brood. Ask our magistrates,
our medieal men, our parochial guardians and overseers, and especially our town
missionaries, what is the state of our population. I know very well this is the
dark side of the picture; hut alas that there should be a dark side, and so dark a
one too! I am told it always was so. Iven if this were true, it does not meng
the watter. 13 it so anw! Oh, Christians, Christians, ye men and women con-
cerned by professivn for the glory of God and the salvation of souls, liow is it ye
can be su eusy and sv happy cither in the house of God or in your own, while all
this ignorance and wickedness, this moral desolation and eternal perdition, are
prevailing all around both ?  Swallowed up in husiress, or absorbcg in the cares
and comfurts of dumestic life, is it nothing to you that ‘‘ hell hath enlarged her-
self and opened her mouth without measure, and their glory, and their maltitudle,
and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, descend into it 2”7 Oh where is your piety,
your humanity, your pawiotism, if you can hear, believe, and know all this, and
yet think little about 162  Go on to seck the cunversion of the heathen. T abate
not one jot of the earnestness with which [ have lately pleaded for China ; but oh!
forget not your own country. Be not satisfied while this land is as it is.

Do we not need, then, I ask, a revival?  Ask the ministers of the Gospel what
aggressions they are making by their preaching on the domain of Satan. Ask
them if serm.ns prepared mnidst intense study t be useful, and many tears 'nl
earnest prayers, are not powerless and without converc’ons. Ask our tract dis-
tributors if they do not scatter myriads of tracts without bringing one soul ty
Christ.  Ask our Sunday-sehool teachers it it is not a comparatively rare case ty
send a boy from the school into the church. Ask our town missionaries if some-
times they do not cry out almost in the agony of despair, * Who hath believed
our report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?” I am aware we can-
not always trace the effect of vur exertions, but we may expect that sumehow or
other we should see this at one time, or in one way, or another. Geod is dune, I
know, and more than we know of. Bat is it not true,—will the most sauguine
individual deny it, that the effect of Christian labour, in the way of real conver-
sion and sanctification, is obviously and deplorably incommensurate with the
amount of their efforts? I do nut believe there ever was a period in the histury
of Christianity when the disproportion was so great as it now is between means
and results.  Wo are struck with the number, adaption, and operations of vur re-
ligious vrganizations, and we conclude upon their efficiency. And so, to a cer-
tain extent, we may and should. No, I do not believe that God will allow co
much exertion in 1is cause to be entirely fruitless. Buat I am speaking of com-
paralive success, and this I maintain is lamentably and awfully disproportionate.
Ths is a most melancholy view of the whole case.  And what does it demonstrate?
Is it not the indispensable necessity of an outpouring of the Spirit of God, and the
equal necessity of universal, believing, and importunate prayer for it? We are
trusting upon societies and their agents instead of God. Our comparative want
of success should drive us to God. I know nothing more caleulated to do this,
and yet it does nof do it, and I know also that we are not to allow this want of success
to dishearten and discourage us. We must not let our zeal depend upon the
elixirs and cordiais of ascertainable results and sucecess, but upon the rourish-
ing food of principle. Still, if there be one extreme of being too muzh dis-
satisfied, because of little success, there is another extreme of being too much
conlented with it.  We must not look too much to means and instrumentalities, or
with a complacent satisfaction that we have them. Conversion, real conversion, s
what we must look for. If this be the way to ascertain our need of revival,—and
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who will doubt it >—then all minds, and hearts, and voices should unite in that
appeal to God, “Wilt thou not revive us again, that thy people may rejoice in
thee?”” It is because of the low state of the Church in vital godiiness that there
iz not o deeper, more solemn, and more heart-affecting sense of this nced. Were
the charehes of Christ in a vigorous and healthful state there would he one per-
vading conviction of the urgent want of a reviving power of God the Iloly Spirit.

Turn nme o the real state of the Church.—1It is perfectly true that a paralsing
worldliness is moving side by side in our churches with Christian activity, ~ I'his
is seen in the engerness after wealth and the unscrupulous means of obtaining it;
in the growing taste among professors of religion for fashivnable amusements
hoth at home and abroad; in the propensity fur show, extravagance, and gentility ;
in their luxurious and self-indulgent habits; in the homage paid to talent, and
and diminished estimate of solid and holy excellence ; in the low state of prayer.
Is it nota general confession and complaint, that prayer is sadly low, as
demonstrated by the bad attendance at our prayer-meetings, and the cold, stiff,
formal prayers which are presented there, too frequently little else than a round
of set phrases and stereotyped forms of expression?  Dues the religion of a great
part of the members of our churches appear like a reality 2 Do they bear the
stamp of the Saviour’s image, of heaven’s bliss, of eternity’s dread selemnity?
Are they a people that have come out and separated themselves from an ungudly
world 2 Does their light shine before men, or is it scarcely visible? Do men
take knowledge of them that they have been with Jesus, by seeing in them so
much of His spirit? Are they fully and wholly consecrated to is service, so
that, like the Apostle, for them *“to live is Chric*?””  Alas, alas! it is almost
useless toask these questions, Is not the negative s palpable to bo denied ? It
80, the churches notwithstanding their activity in supporting religious societies,
their public spirit, their liberality, need reviving. We must rot estimate the
spiritual conditinn of the churches by the funds of our various institutions, and
say, * Look at these and judge if there is not life amongst us.” In reply I say,
if there were, indeed, true spiritual life in full vigour, there would be ten times
the amount of what there is. Full spiritual vitality, if it did not repeat the scenes
of the primitive Church, when no man called aught he possessed his own, but
shared it with his brethren, would bring up the Macedounian benevolence whizh
abounded amidst deep poverty in a cheerful and almost excessive liberality. Can
any one who really understands the New Testament standard of piety say that
our churches are in a state to satisfy us? Are they possessed of such resplendent
piety as shall attract the attention, excite the admiration, conciliate the esteem of
the world around them? Are they clothed with such power, instinet with such
life, as shall fit taem to be God’s instruments in bringing back a revolted world
to Him? A dispensation iz come upon them, but are they ready for it? Beit
50 they are not worse than at other times, ought they not to be much better? Did
not their advantages, their opportunities, their respunsibilities, require them to be
better? The churches need revival, then, not only as regards themselves, but as
regards the great work they have to do for God and the world. The conversion
of the world is the Church’s commission, and it is a work to be done, not in its
feebleness, but in its power.

But what is a revival of religion >—1 approach this subject with intense anxiety
to make it plain. It is not, then, a talk about the matter ; a hustling activity in
pursuing certain measures, either orizinal or imitations; a setting up of pro-
tracted meetinga ; a series of wild, extravagant escitements to raise the affections
and emotions to fever heat, if not to hoiling point. It is something more sober,
solemn, and silent than this ; something more deep and sound, and more truly
religious, I do not know that I can set this in a clearer light than by quotingan
expression of the Apostle Paul.  In writing to the Roman Church he says, ““ And
I am sure that when I come unto you I shall come in the fulness of the blessing
of the Guspel of Christ.”—Rom xv. 30. This, is a revival of religion; not only
the blessing, bot the fulness of t , wiessing of the Gospel of Christ, poured out by
the Iloly Spirit upon a church or country. Attend to that word,—the rriNESS.
We may have, most of us Zave in fact, the Llessing, but how few of us have the

ulness,—1. e., the blessing in great abunda.ce! llere a question arises. In
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what does this fulness consist, and when is it really possessed? I answer, when
the ends for which the Gusrel is preach.ed are accomplished in great deyree, in an
aburdant measure,—not only accomplished, I say, but in an abundant measure.
What are these ends? The conversion of sinners and the growth of believers in
knowledge, faith, holiness, usefulness, and peace.

Take the case of an indiviual church, aud the fulness of the Llessing is nat ve-
ceived merely when external things are prosperous. There may be an elegant
place of worship, a large congregation, an able minister ; the state of the finances
nay be good, there may be satistaction with the minister’s lab urs, and harmony
between him and his flock; aud, it may then be asked, *“ What do you want
more?”  What? Why, the blessing for «ll this isnot the blessing, much less the
Sfulness of the blessing, What do Twant? The conversion of souls ; and all this
is only means to that end. The minister and church who are satisfizd with this
external prosperity, without the conversion of seuls, plainly demunstrate that they
need revival.  And alas, alas, how many arc satisefid with it!  How many goou
for years, quite contented, if they can but keep matters quiet, without any schism
or disturbance, although, duringall this time, they hearscarcely of 2 soul broughs
from the power of darkness.  Conversion is the blessing, and multiplied conver-
sions are the fulness of the blessing. It is nut the salvation of a svul now and
then, at long intervals,—for [ suppose no minister is without this,—but the con-
version of considerable numbers, that constitutes the fulness, and comes up to the
ides of a revival. .\ farmer may see a fine plump ear o° corn here and there in
a fieid which he has sown, but, 1f all the rest of the ground produced nothing hut
weeds, he would not eail that o erop at all, much less a fulness. It is when the
whole field is covered Wwith a crop that he would exult in Ais fulness of produce.
And so of the owner of an orchard, it is not when a single tree bears fruit, but
wheu all do, that there is a full crop.  So, alsy, it is not when a single soul 13
converted vceasionally, but when the pastor is constrained, by the number of con-
veris, to exclaim, in delighted suprise, ** Who are these that fly as a cloud, and
as doves to their windows ? ”—when, in fact, his time is much occupied in meet-
ing inquirers after salvation, and directing awakened and convinced sinuers t the
Cruss.  Zherc was the fuluess, when, on the day of Pentecust, three thousand
souls were converted under one sermon.  7%ere was the fuluess, when hundreds
were converted under a single discourse of Whitfield’s in Moorfields fair.  There
was {ulness, when five hundred were awakened under a single sermon of Mr. Lis-
ingstoue’s, at the kirk of Shotts, Scotland.  T'here is the fulness, at the present
time, in America, when half-a-million of souls, in addition to the average numler,
have been brought to Christ. This, this is what we want to see, and should pray
and long to see. True, we should be thankful for mueh smalier measures of sue-
cess, than this, and, perhaps, are hardly warranted to expect such large oues as
Whitfield, Wesley, and others were favoured with in bygone times. Then the
pulpit was almost the only means of conversion, and their preaching, both as to
matter and manner, was a new thing in the land, and broke upon 2 slumbering
age in tores of thunder. The press and education are wow auxiliaiies tu the
pulpit, and the resalts are less palpable in . .e way of couversion by sermon. even
where there may be much doing.  Still, Tt niust be admitted and lamented, that
the number of conversions by the combined effwis of the pulpit, the press, educa-
tion, and town missions, is distressingly small.  Tew of us have the fuluess,
thouzh many of us, thank God, have the blessing. Ilere and there we find 2
devoted, earnest, leborious pastor, whose blessed privilege it is o be favoured
with such 2 degree of <aceess as to amunt to the idea of fulness. And is not
this what we should «ll covet : and do not these instances prove that, provided
the same means are employed, the same earnestness and direct aim at conversion,
much the same results would follow?  We wouald not leave out of view Ihvine
sovereignty. for Gud reserves to Himself the indi~putable and irresponsible risht
to eonfor nndeservel grace on whom and in wine mewsare e will.  Bac swhere
did such a case oceur as intense and continual devotedness and earnestpess, in
the use of adapted mear s, being witheut even the fuluess of the blessiug?  Are
we not teo soon and too easily satisfied, and then satisfied with too little? We
ought to be, and I trust are, thankful for even a little success, aud the way to
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have more is to be grateful for what we have. And it is a sweet and consolatory
thought, that our reward atlast will not be in proportion to our swccess, hut to
our lalowr. It is the “ good and faithful ”” servant that will recieve the * TPell
done " from the lips of the Master, and not only the successful one.  Stil), preach-
ing, as we do, amidst thousands and millions that are guing down to the pit, we
should pay, and long, and labour, and preach, and lovk for the fulness of the
blessing, for this constitutes a revival.

But this is not all, for another end for which the Gospel is preached is the
growth of believers in knowledge, faith, holiness, usefulness, and comfort, and
there cannot be, and is not, the fulness of the blessing unless 7Ais alsu is accom-
plished in a considerable measure. Conversion is not everythingin religion, and
should nat be everything in ministerial teaching and desire. There may be a
large family, and life in each, but a numbher of rickety, or otherwise weakly and
discased children is a somewhat painful sight.  So, to refer again to the illustra-
tion of the farmer and the owner of the orchard the whole field may be covered
with a crop, but if it be filled with smut or mldew, or be thin, small, and wither-
ed, it may not be fulness even then ; every tree in an orchard may have fruit, and
much of it too, but if it be small, shrivelled, and parched, and somewhat decayed,
neither is this fulness; but it is this when in each ecase the erop is as good in
quality as it is great in quantity. So in a Christian church, it 1s not the mere
number of professovs that constitutes the fulness of the blessing, Lut the consisteney
and eminence of their piety. 'The life and prosperity of a church are to be esti-
mated, not by the furmer, but by the latter. A church consisting of a hundred
holy, spiritual, heavenly-minded members, all shining forth in the brilliancy of
Christian beauty, has more of the fulness of the blessing than another containing
five times the number of worldly-minded, inconsistent ones. What we want,
therefore, to constitute a revivalis, the waking up of the churches to a far higher
degree of spiritnal life. Tndeed, this seems the primary idea of a rerival. The
word means the revivification of that which has life, but where this Jife has be-
come feeble and dormant. It is the Church enly that has life. The World is
dead ; and conversion is not so much the reviving of life as the communicating of
it. 1 believe there is o mistake on this subject pretty extensively prevailing
among professors, who confine the idea of revival to the conversion of the impeni-
tent, never dreaming that it refers to themselves, and means #kcir being roused
and raised up to a higher degree of v arsonal godliness.

Throughout the whole of God’s "Vord it ix not merely godliness, but eminent
godliness, that is enjoined. Our Lord’s words on this subject should be well con-
sidered by every Christian,—**Herein is my Tather glorified, if ye bear much
fruit. So shall ye be my disciples.”” Mark that, not only frait, but much. “So
shall ye he my disciples,” as if we could not prove our discipleship without
eminent piety. The apostle prayed for the Philippians, that ¢ they might abound
in {ruits of righteousness;” and for the Ephesians, that they might ** be filled with
all the rriNess oF Gon.”  What a petition!  What ought a Christian to be, might
be! e might have a fulness, the fulness af Gud, all the fulness of Gud, and be
filled with it Oh, have we not yet to learn our duty and our privilege? How
few have entered into the deep import of this wonderous passage! Now, reviral
means the Church being brought into this state. Z%ere is a revival, when a
church answers to its characieristies as “a holy nation, 2 royal priesthood, a pe-
culiar penple, a chosen generation,”—when the whole body is instinet with life,
motion, and activity,—when it is invested with the beauties of holiness, and is
conspicuvusly separated from the world,—when religion is seen to he the great
thing amongst its members, and stampsits character upon them in all their social
as well as ecclesiastical relations.  In such a church there is a pervading spirit
of private, family, and social prayer, as is evident from the prayer-meetings and
the fervent breathings of those who lead the devotions.  Brotherly love knits their
hearts tozether, and either prevents or heals breaches.  Selfishness gives way to
sympathy and liherality, and works of religion and common charity abound.  The
public assembliesaré atsuch times characterised by unsual solemnity.  No visible
token of the cloud is seen, no audible voice is heard, to indicate the presence of
e great Master  Nore are needed. The preacher’s soul is so filled with &
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sense of the nearness of the august Diving Visitor, that an unsual seriousness,
earnestness, and pathos, are manifested in his appearance and manner. A solemn
awe and stillness rest upon the congregation. It is not the effect of the preacher’s
eloquence, or the hearer’s curiosity, but of the Divine presence of Him who has
come into the place to bless Ilis waiting people. They seem to hear His very
footsteps, to see Ilis smiling countenance, to feel His soft gracious hand resting
upon their souls. 1Iis blessing descends upon the sermon, to which o new power
is given, and with new results. Souls are converted, as well as Lelievers edified.
A Boly sympathy pervades the assembly, and all acknowledge that God iz among
them of a truth. This is revival. There may be none of these peculiarities
which mark the meetings in America. There may be nothing of concentration
in one place of results, but if throughout a country there be a prevalence of such
scenes as these, there is the fulness, there is a revival.

Trans-Atlantic Retrospeet,

/

Excraxp.—The Four Special Sunday Evening Services continue to attract great
attention in the English metropolis; the attendance upon them dues not appear
to have decreased in the slightest since the first opening, in fact, upon the most
unfavourable evenings many are turned away for want of room. The services
are (1) in Westminster Abbey, the nave of this venerabie building is crowded
upon each occasion with—uisitors ; we fear that this word which is used apparent-
1y witheut any sinister meaning by the English papers, correctly states, that the
attendants are ** vistors,” not it is to be feared worshippers. The services were in-
tended for the ““working class2s,” but the “full choral service,” &e., draws
together a very different body, “persons of high rank”” we are told, attend. Well,
let us hope that these special services may not be without effect upon them.
Then there is (2) the service in St. Paul’s Cathedral ; this appears to be the most
popular of all: occasionally thousands heing unable to obtain admission. This
may arise from the fact, that to the attractions of choral services is added that of
the most eloguent and carnest preachers within the pale of the Established Church.
In reference to this service we read that the Bishop of London has written a very
carnest letter, recommending the laity of his diocese to contribute to the mainte-
nance of the Sunday evening services at St. Paul’s. Up to the Ist of January the
sum of £5,200 had been subscribed, of which £4,000 had been absorbed in pri-
mary expenses. The lighting of the corona of the dome with jets of gas costs as
much as L1 an hour, and £1,000 will be required to adapt the organ to the two-
fold use of the daily worship in the choir and the special services under the dome.
(3) The next in order is the Exeter IIall services—these also are Kpiscopalian,
the service is that of the Prayer Book in its simplest form, no intomng and no
musical attraction ; the attendance here is not so large as at the other places, full,
but not overflowing ; it is, however, of the right class, as there are a large number
of artisans present, with an occasional sprinkling of smock-frocks ; the preachers,
too, are all men of sterling stamp. Then there is (4) the service in St. James’
Iall; this is a large new building capabie of accommodating some 3,300 persons,
and hitherto it has been crewded to excess : the worship in this place 1s conducted
by Nonconformists of various denominations, and the preachers are men with
whose names, at any rate. the great bulk of our readers will be familiar, as
Stoughton, Newman Ilall, Landells, &e. It is imposible to read week after week
the reeord of these services without feeling that & great work is going on, that
mighty machinery in is motion for the Ecangelisation of the great metropolis;
say, as it is said, that there is a great amount of outside veligion, of show and
sham in conneetion with the movement, admitall that, and we are firmly persuad-
ed that there yet remains a precious leaven of earnest sincerity, which, hy God’s

blessing will effect a mighty change in the hearts and lives of the inhiabitants of
London.
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An aflecting accident has suddenly terminated the earthly carcer of an excel-
lent man, and an earnest minister,—the Rev. John Watson, one of the Professorg
of Hackney Theological Seminary. Mr. Watson had been attending a meeting
of the “ Young Men’s Christian Association”” at New Cross, about thice miles irom
London, there he spoke for about 40 minutes with his usual eloquence; upon ve-
turning he attempted to cross London Bridge, and was struck violently on the
mouth by the shalft of a cab, he was dreadfully injured, his nose and palate being
carried away—taken to the nearest hospital he lingered in great agony for two
days and passed away into the land of light and peace. The Nvrconfermist says:

* The sudden death of this eminent and respected servant of Gud is viewed as
a great calamiiy by the denvmination of which he was a distinguished ornament.
The general testimony borne to his efliciency us a tutor and teacher, to his un-
sullied character, and to his devotion to the great wosk that occupied his life,
must be soime consolation to his many gersonal friends who have been called upan,
in so shocking a manner, to part with one who was endeared to them by his many
private virtues,

We have from time to time alluded to the visit of the Rev. Thomas Binney to
Australia ; and bave expressed the gratification which we, in common with thou-
sands in England, have experienced by his reception in those far off cobmies. It
must have been balin indeed, to Mr. Binney, leaving as he did, an arena of dis-
cord aud strife; having been an unwilling actor in oue of the most siolent dis-
sensions which has shaken the Congregational budy for many years ; having Yeen
abused, vilified, misrepresented ; having seen his every aitempt at veace made @
fresh oceasion of war; to be received with so much affection and respect, and to
meet everywhere with those, who in bygone years, had learned at the Weigh House
Chapel, to revere the teacher and tolove the man. It was not surprising that the
report was pretty generally circulated that Mr. Binney intended to remuin in
Australia, and devote the remnant of his days to the work of God in that land.
Such, however, as those who kaew him best, felt sure, is not the ¢case: if not al-
ready in England, it will not we suppose be long, before, if God preserves his life,
he will again minister to his much loving, and mach loved people.  Our
principal reason in adverting to the subject now, is to note one, what we may
fairly term, most extraordinary result of Mr. Binney's visit.  During a short stay
at Adelaide, he was the guest of Sir R. G. Macdonell, the Governor.  While there,
the Bishop of Adelaide, Dr. Short, addressed o letter to Mr. Binney on the sub-
ject of ** Christian union,” stating among other points, thathe did not know any
valid reason why he could notinvite Mr. Binney to preach to the church congve-
gations—and saying further, * Indeed 1 do not feel sure that I should have viola-
ted any ecciesiastical law now in foree in this diocese or provinee, by inviting you
to give a word of exhortation to our congregation.”  The Governor wok up the
iden started by the Bishop, and set on fuot amemorial to his Lordship, requesiing
him to invite Mr. Binney to preach in one of the churches; in addition to the
Governor, it was signed by the ministers of state, and alarge number of the prin-
cipal persons in the colony. The Bishop baving left on a tour ol his divcese,
the memorial came under the eonsideration of the Dean and Chapter, who did not
see the way clear to take so important a step on their ow' respensibility, and so
the application was unsuceessful.  The Bishop on his return, addressed another
letter to Mr. Binney, in which, while sustaining the refusal of the Dean and
Chapter, he expressed the greatest desire that all impediments might speedily be
removed, and that the union of evangcelical christians might be happily eomsuma-
ted.  So, let us hope, in the language of the South Anstralian Adrertiser, that Mr.
Binney’s * picsence amongst us, has given birth to a movement which will not
die away with his departure.””  We are sure that we shall he pardoned for giving
in this connection a slight sketeh of the farewell hreakfast to Mr. Binney in Ad-
eliade : there is a freshness, u heartiness, and 2 catholicity about the whaje pro-
ceedings, that render it the most interesting account we have read for many a
Long day. There was present about 300 ladies and gentlemen, consisting of mem-
bers of nearly every religious denomination in the colony.  The chair was taken
_y the Attorney General, and the first speaker was his Excellency the Governor,
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who took for his topic * The visible progress of christian union in South Austra-
lia i’ he made an eloquent speech, highly eulogistic of Mr. Binney, and condem-
atory of any *“despotic traditions,” which prevented the members of the ¥piscopal
church hearing him in their own place of worship. lie was followed by Sir
Charles Cooper, who spoke to the sume subject—afterwards the meeting was ad-
dres<ed by the Rev. J. Q. Stow, of the Episcopal church, and other ministers
and gentlemen ; the former speaker stated, that since the termination of the state
Church struggle some eight or nine years before, the population of the colony had
increased sixty per cent., the number of stated ministers had increased seventy-six
per cent., and the churches and chapels had increased one hundred and thirty-
three per cent. ! great is the power of christian willinghoed.  The speech of Mr.
Binney was, of course, the principal one of the evening; and appears to have
really been in the language of the Adeliade papers,—* eloquent and surprising,”
a descriprion which, at first, somewhat amused us. We are persuaded that all
will be glad to I ave a few cuttings from it, we wish we could give it entire. Speak-
ing of the oceasion of his visit, he said :—

I should be exceedingly bappy if a voyage, whieh might be looked upon as
an accident, and not at all projected, may turn out to have such issues that it
may bhe almost considered providential. I had no idea of ever seeing Australia
when I was first taken il], suddenly struck down, utterly unable to read or write,
or face a congregation, or attempt anything of a public nature. I travelled upon
the Continent, went up the Rhine, I went to Malvern, underwent the water cure,
got roasted and hurned, sat upon & chair with a lamp under me until 1 was hot,
was then tumbled into & bhath, and three pails of water thrown over me while in
fuli perspiration. 1 went through all this and got no good, and it struck some of
my iriends that 2 visit to the other side of the world might be of service to me;
and as 1 felt an interest in Australia, it would at least effect a thorough change
in the eircumstances and associations of life.  After a great deal of delay, 1 con-
sented : and I shall be glad when I zo home if I can produce such an impression
upon ministers of different denominations as to induce them to come and pay you
a visit also. I should like that Dr. McNeil, of the Episcopalian Church, with his
earnestness and power of bringing vividly the vital truths of religion before men’s
minds would visit you ; or such a man as James Hamilton, of the Presbyterian
Church, with his beautiful imagery and toaching and affectionate address ; such
a man as Mr. Stoughton, or Newman Hall, or Baldwin Brown, or Mr. Panshon,
an el quent and powerful man of the Wesleyan body: or Brown, of Liverpooi,
who has such an inmense control over the working classes; or Mr. Spurgeon, of
whom you have heard so much. Now it is as an extraordinary phenomenon I
am disposed to look upon Mr. Spurgeon: I never came in contact with him to ob-
serve him closely ; but I think he is a very wonderful and extraordinary voung
man. It is wonderful that a man so young should exert such a power over the
public mind and retain it so long. 1 hardly know how to account for it. There
1s something in his vouth, something in bis magnificent voice—he stands up and
his voice issues outand fills the largest places withouteffort. 'T'hereis sometbing
in his idiomatic, racy phraseology—something in the fluency of his speech and
familiarity of his_illustrations—something in a good deal of what men call assu-
rance, a calm sell-confidence that enables him to say what he likes, when he likes,
and how he likes. There is also something in hissarcasm upon the character and
doings of other ministers; and something in bis rather high doctrine. 1 cannot
but think that he has been raised up by God providentially to do a great work.
I heard him three times, and could not help wondering how the illogical common-
place which I heard could produce such a great effect. Yet there was the great
fact ; his sermons read a great deal better than my impressions upon hearing him
led me to expect.

“There is a most extraordinary movement new taking place in our fatherland ;
I cannot but think that young man, under God, has a goud deal to do with it,
Westminister Abbey and St. Paul’s Cathedral are now open upon the evenings of
Sundays, where large crowds assemble, not to hear the music, nor to listen to the
singing of the anthem, but for purposes of worship. Those grand venerable edi-
fices —structures which people thought would die of digaity, which were conduct-
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ed with such decorum and regard to etiquette—are now thrown open to the great
mass of the people to hear the preaching of God’s Holy Word. 'Lhat is the great
fact, and shows that whatever men say about the priesthood of literatare, or the
press taking the place of the pulpit, there is something in religion still. I wish
to give the press all possible respect. I look upon it with veneration, for I have
had something to do with it ; but the pulpit has notlost its power yet. It would
be somﬁthing indeed if such a man as Mr. Spurgeon could be induced to pay you
a visit.

Having stated his sentiments on the free Christian communion of all evangeli-
cal denominations, Mr. Binney proceeded : —

“Now, this is what I advocate; and this, perhaps, is the only spot upon earth,
or in the British Bmpire, where the experiment could be suggested, or where there
is a possibility of carrying it out, or where the Governor of the colony could with
propriety come forward and give utterance to the sentiments you have heard this
day. (Immense applause.) It is a distinction, and a great one, to be such a
communicy, to take the lead, as you have already done, with respect to the legal
and secular enactments, doing away with other acts which touch the religious life
of communities. It is a great thing to have & clear stage, and to stand as an ex-
ample to all the world in respect to Church action. 1le then proceeded to detail
the circumstances connected with his receiving a letter from the Bishop on Chris-
tian Union, and the action of the Governor in the matter of the memorial to which
we have before alluded. e spoke in the highest terms of both gentlemen, and
stated that had he been formally invited to preach in the Cathedral, he certainly
would bave done so. “If I,” said he, had been asked in trepresentative capacity
to utter a word of instruction and exhortation in that building, would I not have
done it? I should have felt that it was a great fact, a step in advance in the
right direction, and a fact that would act upon men’s minds in the old country :
for I find in one of the papers that came by the last mail there is o suggestion
that some of us should preach in St. Paul’s. I think if the step had been actually
taken that great results would have come out of it; but I sce that it is one that
should be taken with great caution and deliberation, and not upon the impulse of
any individual.”

We are sure that our readers will heartily concur in Mr. Binney’s concluding
good wishes for the Colony of Svuth Australia. *I wish you may be directed and
guided for the best in your institutions, politieal, social, and rveligious. And I
trust the results of my visit may not be suffered speedily to die away, and espe-
cially that one of the results may be that as you have the high honour of having
givea religion, as a whole, a free stage, I pray that you may also have the honour
of speedily taken the first step in promoting that Christian union which will be
so advantageous to the whole world, and, especially so to'God’s Holy Church.”

There is & movement gaining strength to erect 2 monument to the memory of
Dr. Watts, “the Poet of the Sanctuary,” in one of the public parks of South-
ampton, bis native place. This has been called * the age of the resurrection of
great names,” and few are more worthy than Iraac Watts, of all the honours which
chiselled marble gives.

The impression appears to gain ground in England that the crisis has passed,
and that the imminence of waris daily decreasing ; we earnestly hope that it is so,
war is so frightful a catastrophe, so tremendous and horible an eril, that nothing
appears a sacrifice to avert it.  Let us all earnestly pray that the Lord, in whose
hand 1s the heart of the King and who turneth it whithersoever he will, as Rivers
of waters, may incline the crowned heads and statesman of Europe to a blessed
and lasting peace.

Her Majesty’s Government have at length resolved to comply with the prayer
which buth Houses of Parliament presented in their last session, and abolish all
the Services for the State Holidays, with the exception of that appointed for the
Anniversary of Iler Majesly’s Accession. A Royal Warrant under the Sign Mag-
ual, which wo publish in another column, revokes the authority under which the
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“ Form of Prayer with Thanksgiving” for the deliverance of King James from the
Guupowder Plot; the “ Form of Prayer with Fasting’” in commemoration of the
“ Martyrdom’” of Charles I.; and the * Form of Prayer with Thanksgiving” for
the ‘ unspeakable mercy wonderfully completed” in the restoration of King
Charles I1., have hitherto been used on the 5th of November, the 30th of January,
and the 29th of May. The use of thiese services in the churches and chapels of
the Lstablishment, whether parochial or collegiate, will henceforth be illegal, as
violating the Act of Uniformity : and is morcover expressly furbidden by the new
Warrant, and the prayers themselves are not henceforth to be printed and pub-
lished with or annesed to the Prayer-book.—Daily News.

Stare-a1p To RenigioN 1N Tasmaxra.—From recent files of Tasmanian papers
we learn that a Bill to abolish State-aid to religion has been thrown out in the
Assembly on the motion for the second reading,

Tur Misstoxns 70 Roxe.—We learn from good authority that Sir Moses Monte-
fiore has declared his willingness to go to Rome, in order to present to the Pope
in person the memorial praying for the restoration of the hoy Mortara to his par-
ents, and that Lady Montefiore will accompany him, should her health permit.
—Jewish. Chronicle.

Prorosep SEPArATION OF Cavren axn State 1N Nevrcnatern.—The late Con-
stitutive Assembly of the canton Neufchatel resolved, with fifty-one votes against
forty, that the principle of a union hetween Church and State shall be excluded
from the new constitution. A speetal law will regulate the relation of the State
to the religious denominations.

MonayuyepaN Favacrisy aT Maprac.—Dr. Halley communicates to the Falriof
the following extract of a letter from his son, Cated Madras, Nov. 27 :—¢* We have
had a sad murder in this Presidency, not altogether free from connexion with the
mutinies, I fear. A Mohammedan soldier at Vellore rushed from his post with
his musket loaded, and shot first a European jailor, and afterwards Captain Ilart
of the Commissariat. The authoritics make it out to be the consequences of
bhang. The sepoy is to be hanged to-night. Captain Iart was prepared for death.
He was one of the officers converted by means of that extraordinary Gerfnan
missionary Hebich. e belonged to the 39th, which is called Hebiek’s own. e
had lately gone to Vellore from Madras. We knew hith and had lately dined with
him ata friend’s. e was Secretary of the Tract Society before he left Madras.”

Axorner Mortara Gdse.—On Wednesday, Dee. 29, before the provincial tri-
bunal of Genoa, presided over by the Chevalier Malaspina, a girl twenty yeavs of
age, named Catherine Lavezzaro, was accused of having clandestinely Laptised a
Jew child Leon Levi. She was found guilty, and sentenced to pay a fine of fifty
crowns, with six month’s imprisonment in default of payment.

Crivren Missiox To CENTRAL Sovtin AFrica.—A mission to the regions lately
explored by Dr. Livingstone is likely to be set on foot by our two great universities
in concert. A most influential committee has heen formed in Cambridge, and
more than 400/ has been subseribed. Several meetings were held by the com-
mittee, and the University of Oxford has been invited to join in the work.

Prosecurion 1N FRANCE FOR LENDING A Book.—The Journal des Debals states
that a Protestant, named Jacques Bessner, was prosecuted before the Police-court
of Colmar for having lent to a neighhour, a Catholie, & book from his library, en-
titled, ““The Doctrine of the Holy Scriptures on the Worship of Mary,” in which
the dogma of the immaculate conception is attacked as a superstition. M. Bessuner
was prosecuted under the new Iawkers’ Act, which requires that every book dis-
tributed by one person to another must bear an official stamp. M. Jacques Bess-
ner was fined fifty francs and costs. Tlis is the first instance of the Hawkers’
Act being enfurced against a private individual for having lent a book to a friend.
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Tue BisLe 1¥ Tue Wyxns of Grascow.—The Wynds are the St. Giles of Glas-
gow. A church was built in the very heart of them four years ago. This Wynd
Chureh, by God’s blessing, has proved a great success® It is now filled with a
congregation, gathered out of the district, who are doing a noble work there. Svon
after the communion was first dispensed in the church, a few young girls, work-
ingin factories and warchouses, came to the pastor, saying, “ We wish to help
you; we will visit round the church with tracts, and here are 0s. to pay for them.
We shall try to collect more by next month.” They met immediately after morn-
ing service, received the tracts, and, after prayer by the minister, went forth to
sow. After some months it was suggested that they should try to dispose of
Bibles. The girls entered on their work with great enthusiasm, and during the
first year sold 7U0. A visiting association was toen organised in a differcut way.
The elders, and deacons, and otier members from the church, entered on the
work. Superintendents were appointed, to dircct every six or eight visitors. The
staff now numbers about sixty, and up to this time 1,200 Bibles have been sold.
For about twn years these visitors have collected hundreds in their working
clothes to special service every Sabbath. A new church is about to be built. A
site, costing 1,800(, has been purchased through the liberality of one friend, and
nearly 1,6004 has been raised through the kindness of others, the people them-
selves undertaking to raise 3004 ; and at this moment arrangements are being
made for a Bible-woman for the district.— L%e SBook and s Mission.

Giticial.

TilE WIDOW’S AND ORPIIAN’S FUND.

The time for action on the part of the churches on behalf of this fund, has now
arrived. The Congregational Union at its meeting in Brantford, recommended
that a special collection on its behalf should be made in all the churches, on or
before the second Sabbath of April.

The trustees of the fund, ask for one thousand pounds, in order that it may be
placed on o secure and permanent footing.  If this amountis obtained, a compara-
tively small annual collection will hereafter suflice to carry it on with ever in-
creasing usefulness.

This amount is not so large as to place it beyond the possibility of attainment
if the effort is made with hearty good will. Nearly an equal amount is contribut-
ed annually to our Home Missionary Society, and is it too much to ask that the
churches will give us one good collection, to estublish so important a fund.

We present it to the churches as a duty which has been already tvo long ne-
glected.  Other denominations have, we believe without exception, longsince pro-
vided for the families of their ministers, some of them by plans very similar to
our own.

We appeal then to the ministers to present its claims upon the brethren, in
their true light, remembering that our aim is not merely to supply a present waut,
but to lay the foundation of a fund which shall last as long as the denomination.

We appeal to the deacons to see that in their own church, collections are ap-
pointed, and a thorough canvas made for donations.

We appeal to the churches and congregations, for liberal contributions, on its
hehalf, as a fund much needed and which every year's delay will render more
diflicult to estublish. On behalf of the Trustees,

P. W. Woop, Secretary.

N. B.—The attention of the ministerial brethren is called to the third clause in
the constitution which renders it necessary that their subscriptions should date
from the first of January last, in order to avail themselves of the minimum rate
of subseription.  Several who intimated their intention to subseribe, have not yet
-emitted their first subscription, which alone will place theiv names on the roll,
those who desire to avail themselves of the low rate, should remit as soon as
possible. P.W. W
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@orvrespouvence,

g
MISSIONARY TOUR.—MIDDLE DISTRICT.—No. 3.
To the Fdilor of the Canadian Independent.

Dear Broruer,~—The foilowing notes of & recent missionary tour may not be
unacceptahle to your readers.

« Monday, Feb. Tth, left home for Mariross. Journeying mercies attended me
thither, and kind Christian friends cheered my heart at every step. A special
~eligious service was appointed to be held in the evening at Wylie’s school-house,
where I was met by brother Reikie, accompanied with Mr. Tait, one of his
Deacons, “an old disciple.” Iow good thus to see deacons and pastors associnted
in the Lord’s work ! Ilow much more uselul might many of our deacons be, espee-
ially those of years, with leisure and means! How greatly might suck encourage
their pastors, by more extensive liberality, and more active co-operation! llow
much, indeed, of a church’s prosperity depends upon the epicient services of the
deacons !

But to return to the aforesaid meeting. The service was designed chielly for
the young,—and was highly solemn, instructive, and impressive. Your corres-
pondent spoke at length on the importance of religions decision, enforcing the in-
quiry, “IIow long halt ye between two apinions 2”7 and Mr. Reikie on the con-
sideration of God’s mercy as a reason for devotedness to His service. There is
reas n to hope that some precious fruit will arise from these eflusis, “The day
will declare 1t.”

On the following day, Tucsday, in the evening our missionary meeting was
held in the Baptist Chapel, at Maniura, Mr. Alexander MeUregor, the son of
the Pastor, presiding. 'i‘he attendance was large and interesting—the chairman’s
remarks very appropriate—and the addresses of the deputation earnest and prac-
tical. It was strictly a religious meeting, and the remarks made hy all, including
the Pastor, the Rev. D, McGregor, were listened to with marked attention, and
we trust, with spiritual profit. The collection amounted to S 75; but the sud-
seription list promises to be even larger than last year. The collectors have been
indefatigable, and deserve our warmest thanks for the self-denial and zeal they have
evinced in canvassing the entire field. 'The Secretary has reccived 3535, already,
and that will snon be doubled. One of the sisters told us, that when she could
not get money, she offered to take such articles as could be spared, and to sell
them herself, in order to aid our funds ; and this she has dvone to some extent.
In /ier hands, everything is turned to good account.

Av the close of this highly interesting meeting, the writer left his brethren
and friends {or Tioraix, a distance of 9 miles, accompanied with deacor McMillan
and his family.

On Wedvesday morning, was driven to BEavERTON, a distance of six miles, took
the stage from thence to IHoLnasp Lavpixe, which, aceording to the route we
took, was {3 miles; and proceeded by railway to Collingwood, where we arrived
by 8.30.

yCm.uxcwoon.—-Herc wo rested on the Thursday, kindly entertained by the
proprietor of Armstrong Ifouse. We called upon a few friends, distributed re-
ligious tracts and childrea’s books, endeavoured to exert a little influence for velig-
ious purposes, and in the evening delivered a lecture to a large audience in the
Fireman’s IIall, on “self-taught men.”

Friday, proceeded to Mearorp. Attended the missionary meeting, which was
held in the Episcopal Methodist Chapel, Mr. Henry F. Goss, in the chair.  Besides
the deputation, the Rev. Mr. Fosier, (Episcopal Methodist), took part in the
meeting. Collection $225.  Subseriptions paid, $4; more to come. Our breth-
ren in this place are entitled to our sympathies. Brother Climie, when residing
in Nottawasaga, first broke amang this people the bread of life, and we shall be
gratified hereafter to find a Congregational minister settled in their midst, and
Iabouring in the region around.

Owex Sovnp.—On the Saturday, we proceeded to this town, and soon had ap-

4
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plications for extra services in the township of Derby. Oun the Salbatk we preach-
ed twice for brother Ilay, and in the cvening proceeded to Cochrane’s School-
house, in Derby, a distance of eight miles,where we had upwards of 80 hearers, who
gave marked attention to the word preached. We regard this as a promising and
important station, and by no means to be lostsightof.  Returned the same night,

(Sn the Monday evening, our missionary meeting was held in the Congregation-
al chapel, the Pastor presiding, Some five or six brethren were there who had
walked from Colpoy’s Bay, a distance of 20 miles, among w!om was onr brother
Kribs; who with the Rev. Messrs. Iiston, (New Connexion Methodist), Gibson,
{United Presbyterian), and Byrne, spoke on the veeasion.  Collections, $12 83 5
subscriptions over $50,—including a writing-desk,—part of which was paid, and
more to come.

Lursday, accompanied the Rev. R, J. Williams, to Webster’s School-house, in
the township of Derby, a special request from the people having been sent for
that purpose.  The attendance was good, consideri: g the wet and disagceable
evening, and the people listened attentively to a sermon on the adeanfages of
godliness. ‘The'road was exceedingly rough, but we returned the same night.

On IPeduesday evening, we delivered a lecture before the Mechanics’ Institute,
assembled in the United Presbytervian Church.  Left on Lhursday morning, Feb.
17th, for Cownixewoop, and from thence on the following day tu Toronto and
Guelph.  We reached the latter town by 6. 30, and were kindly met by our brother
Howell and other friends; and shortly proceeded to the beautiful and spacious
Iall, where we delivered a Temperance Lecture to at least 250 persons. At the
close we hastened to the residence of C. Mickle, Esq., the venerable President of
the Total Abstinence Society ofthat town. Reached home in safety on Saturday
night, and found much reason for thank{ulness in the mercies gracivusly bestowed
by a kind Providence.

Altogether this tour, though laberious, has afforded us much pleasure, and
grounds of hope that it will be attended with good. The Saviour has been held
prorinently forth—earnest personal appeals have been made to youth—the highest
interests of precious souls have heen kept in view—and while, as in everything
buman, ground will exist for humiliation, we cannot but anticipate pleasing
results.  Numerous fri:nds and brethren everywhere received us with utmost
kinduess, and we eannot do otherwise than thank Gud and take cuurage, hopiog
the missionary enterprise may be increasingly triumphant in this and in every
land. Yours fraternally,

Whitby, Feb. 22nd, 1850,

Jaues T. Byrxe.

WESTERN DISTRICT.—No. 2.

Desirons of taking advantage of the moonlight, a serious of meetings was held
in the neighbourboeod of Scotland and Burford simultaneously with those, a report
of which appears in the last number of the Independent, from the pen of E. B.
cominencing January 10th, in

Scorrann.—We had a very good audience, notwithstanding the intense cold
which all who travelled hy private couveyance that day will not fail to remember.
The Deputation consisted of Messrs. Armour and Wood. Brother Snider having
fuiled to reach the place in season in consequence of unforseen changes in Railway
time tables. Ile however accompanied us throogh the rest of the tour.

The Pastor, Rev. W. Hay, occupied the chair.  The spirit of the meeting was
good, and although the collection was small, we are assured that it arose less
from unwillingness, than inability to give. Procceding vext to

Siscoe.—We beld curannual meeting in the Ist Baptist Chapel, kindly lent
for the acension, the soi-distant Congregational Church, still presided over by Rev.
Mr. Harris, which, according to its claim, has for many years been fostered by
our Missionary Society, having twice refused us the useof our chapel ! We found
the few remaining members of ke Church recognized by the Union, as the Con-
gregational Church of Simeoe, very much discouraged; and not a little, T am
bound to say, by the exposition which the editor of the “ Canadian Independent’”
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gave of the action of the Union in relation to Mr. Ilarris case, in the August
number, and the attitude which our hody is thus represented as taking in relation
to them. With all due deference to the judgment of our worthy editor, I hold in
common with a number of other Brethren, that the vote of the Union expelled Mr.
Harris from our fellowship, expressing thus in a manly and salutary way, our
abhorence of the course he has pursued, to the utter ruin of our causcin that
place. T confess therefore that I was much grieved to see anything in our Mag-
azine that would tend to weaken the hands of thuse whom the Union had formally
recognized as the Congregational Church of Simcoe. I may be permitted to say,
as one who has been intimately ncquainted with all the circumstances of the case,
that although neither party has been blameless, there never bas been a question
in my own mind as to the correctness of the decision of the Union ; and the utter
refusal of Mr. Iarris, and his party, to accept the mediation of Brethern who at
first, at any rate, were impartial, though they have been compelled to take
sides against them, and latterly their clusing the Chapel door against the Deputa-
tion of this Society, all tend to confirm our previous convictions upon this point.

We had entertained some doubt when preparing our missionary plan as to the
advisableness of holding a meeting in Simcoe. We are now glad however, that
we held one, for although neither the attendance nor the collection was large, we
doubt not that it will be productive of govd. We left Simcoe with a very painful
impression as to the spiritual condition of the place. We hardly know of a darker
spot in our western field. Let the churches remember it in prayer to the Lord of
the harvest. In

Burrorp.—We always have a good meetirg, but i5 has been particularly good
these last two years, since the Lord has so graciously poured out his spirit upon
that people. The chapel there has recently been pewed painted, and carpeted,
and it is now one of the neatest and most comfortable in the District. The pas-
tor occupied the chair, and the deputation consisted of the same speakers as at the
two previous meetings. Collections $7.72, subscriptions as at Scotland and Sim-
coz, to follow.

At KEeLviy, the atlendance is alwayslarge, and thisyear filled the chapel toits
utmost capacity, notwithstanding the extremely unfavourable condition of the
roads, and the weather. 'T'he collections and subscriptions exceed by a few cents,
the amount obtained last winter. This is so far well, especially in a season of so
much depression and scareity. Stil] we cannut say that $17.60, comes qaite up
to what Kelvin ought to give, as compared with other places, but we hope that
the amount will gradually increase, until it reaches the full requirement of the
Gospel. The attendance at New Duriay, was somewhat affected by the state of
the weather, but we had, nevertheless, a spirited, excellent meeting. Collection
small, but the subscription list which was commenced, promises well. Brother
Armour is here surrounded by a warmly attached people, from whom I should be
very sorry to see him scparated, as was feared would be the case, o shurt timo ago,
in consequence of the inadequacy of his support.

The Sabbath having intervened we commenced again on Monday, visiting the
church at Hayirox, now under the pastoral oversight of Rev. T. Pullar, recently
from Scotland (G. B). The deputatior, which here consisted of Messrs, Howell,
Allworth, and Wood, was assisted by the presence, and hearty cu-operation of
Revs. Dr. Irvine, (Free Church) W. Ormiston, (U. Presbyterian) and 8. D. Rice,
(Wesleyan Methodist) all of whom made excellent addresses. The meeting was
altogether one of the most pleasant we had attended. We trust that under the
Divine blessing upon brother Pullar’s labours, the breach which was made in the
wall of Zion, a short time since, is being healed,—we hupe, not ““slighdy.” The
amount received from ITamilton, thus far this year is $56.34. It may yet be in-
creased somewhat, but will probably fall considerably short of the amount vbtain-
ed last year, (8100,) ; however as the people have made a noble effort to build,
without involving themselves in serious debt, and have actually erected a fine
brick house of worship, capable of accommodating nearly 500 persons, which they
hope will be nearly paid for when opened, we must excuse them if they do not
contribute quite so much to our funds as formerly. We are bappy to say that
they no longer need missionary aid in the suppors of their pastor, and taking this
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fact into account, their contribution this year greatly exceeds that of last year.
The meeting at,

BraxtrorD, the next evening, was not very large, but was une of deep interest,
and likely, we think, to render essential service to thie missionary cuuse.  Falling
as it did, upon Tuesday evening, which most of the churches of the town have ap-
propriated to a weekly service, we were deprived of the presence of several of tho
resideut ministers who would otherwise have bLeen with us. Brethren Ebbs,
Iowell, and Pullar, however, made most effective speeches, and probably ali the
better because they felt that they were not trenching upon the time of others.
Enough is often betler than a feast, collections abuut $30: subseription yet to conse,

In Paris, the cause seems, in every sense, in & prosperous condition. We know
not which to congratulate most heartly,—the church in having secared so dear
and faithful a brother as their pastor, or their pastor on his having been led to
s0 pleasant a charge. May *".c faithful and truc witness smile graciously upon
the union !

The attendance at the meeting was scarcely so large, we think, as it was last
year, and we think the collections have been rather less, but they may yet be
made up to the amount received last winter. We trust they will,

The last meeting which the writer attended in connection with this tour was
ab STRaTFORD: deputation, Messrs. Ebbs, Hay, Howell, and Wood. lere we
were ably assisted by the Rev. M. Stevenson, (U. Presbyterian), and Rev. W,
Miller, (Kirk of Scotland.) A young Daptist brother, also, whose name is fur-
gotten, wished us success in our work, accompanying his wish, however, with
the expression of only one regret, viz., that we did not go one step farther, and
that step,—tnlo the waler!

The meeting was altogether a most excellent one, both as to spirit and attend-
ance, and indicated we thought a growing interest in the movements of the body.
The collection amounted to $11.10, but the collectors have yet to do their work.

We were told by brethren who attended it, that the meeting at

ListowEL, was even superior to that of last year, and we can readily believe it,
since the pastor of the church there has just informed me that his people will pro-
bably centribute from S60 to $80, to our Society this year! This is truly noble
for so young a cause! DBeat that who can! It will be gratifying tu friends gen-
erally to learn that this church, formed less than two years and a half ago, has
“become two bands,” embracing a membership of over 60 persvuns,—hus erected
a brick house of worship, almost entirely atit own expense,—uand now propuses
to give us as its second annual contribution to our missionary Suciety, the sum
just named, “ by liberal things shall they stand.” w.

Brantford, Feb. 24th 1859,

Note.—The reference in the above letter to Simcoe, seems to require a word or
two on our part. We still differ from the writer as to the exact intent of the action
of the Union, but will leave it to that body to decide the point. *W.” is “inti-
mately acquainted with all the circumstances of the case,”—we are not, and
therefore do not feel prepared to speak so positively as he does. We would re-
mark, further, that there is great difficulty in dispusing promptly and satisfacto-
rily of such a case as that at Simcoe, by a body, which, like the Congregational
Union, meets hut for a few days once a year, and is then crowded with business ;
which is a voluntary association, and not an ecclesiastical court; and which has,
happily, had no oceasion hitherto to frame a course of procedure to be followed
in such circumstances. As to ourselves, we cannot undertake to pron unce on a
complicated question, involving disputed matters of fact, which have never come
fully before us. By abstaining from taking up either statement more exclusively,
we have been severely blamed by both parties, but we have “ exercised ourselves
to have a conscience void of offence.””—Ep. C. I

To the Editor of the Canadian Independent.

That there may be no break in the interesting accounts of Missionary Meetings
a8 they appear this year in our magazine, we present the following:—
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After Missionary meeting at Warwick, C. W., of which I suppose some brother
has given you an account, the deputation divided. Brethren Smder. llay, All-
worth and McCallum went to Piympton, where there was a full and interesting
meeting. The interest was increased by some appropriate remarks of the chair-
man, on man’s need of the gospel as seen in many different parts of the globe he
had visited. The collection here wns good considering the times, of which it is
distressing to hear the general complaint by those who have been accustomed to
live on the fat of the land. Our next meeting was in Southwold, brother Bur-

ess’s station. Ilere was a double disappointment brother Boyd was unuble to
Jjoin the deputation, and promised help from other denominations failed. The
meeting was a very good one, addressed by Messrs Allworth and Burgess, mate-
rially assisted by the chairman J. Allworth, Esq., by whom the deputation were
helped on their road as far as London—seventeen miles—a point which had to be
reached by eight o’clock next morning in order to fuliil the next appointment at
Bothwell.  Collections and subscriptions at Southwold were in advance of last

ear.

At the Railway Station at Bothwell, the «eputation, Burgess and Allworth,
were kindly met by D. Smith, Esq., and entertained, who also ably filled the chair
at the Missionary meeting. The attendance here was small; our Methodist
brethren had a meeting in advance of us in the same place, our little church here
has been for many months without the services of vne of their own ministers and
thus in their very infanoy tested almost beyond their strength. The commercial
and agricultural depression beass heavily on this new piace, notwithstanding our
meeting was interesting and the collection comparatively good, the subscriptions
not yet gathered. The deputation were assisted by an address from Dr. Smith at
the meeting, and were under deep obligation to that staunch friend of the cause
Dr. Smith, who drove them in his own vehicle twenty-one miles to Dresden.
Ilere brother Robinson is supplying the place of the Rev. W. Clarke, senior, who
has gone to England on behalf of F. C. missions, our meeting here though small
was pleasant and the collection as much as could be expected if we remember
that few farmers raised wheat enough for their families last year and many have
not the means to buy more. Brother Robinson seems to be cheerful in his work
in this new sphere. They have a pretty church erecied and a large field around
for Missionary labour which I think our good brother is desirous to cultivate.

These are our Missionary Meetings in the west end. 1f the Wes .ern District come
behind in the sum raised we do not hesitate to say that in p-oportion to their
ability they have exceeded former years, for in n great trial of afliction—their
deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality, for to their power and
beyond their power they have shown themselves willing. May the good God now
send prosperity that another year the voice of mourning may be turned into joy.

WL AL
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Meworr oF TnE Rev. Davip TarpaN STopparp, MIsSIONARY To THE NESTORIANS,
By Joseph P. Thomson, D.D. New York: Sheldon, Blakeman & Co. Toronto:
John C. Geikie.

The subject of this memoir belonged, both on his father’s and mother’s side, to
the *first families” in New England. For, be it known to all men, that in spite
of Puritan simplicity and republican equality, there is no part of the world where
a good genealogical tree is more highly valued than in old Massachusetts. But
these  first tamilies’” ave truly worthy to be an aristocracy. Often descended
from the old English gentry, stately in their manners,of cultivated intellects, *‘fear-
ing God above many,” thev.are a noble race of men and women. The portrait of
David Stoddurd, shows him to have been a man of the most refined order of in-
tellect and character. Every one loved him, even from a child. In science and
scholarship he made such attainments, that the most flattering prospects were
held out before him. But he forsook all, and followed Christ, as a missivnary to
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Persia. And this, not of constraint, but willingly ; we have neverbeen brought into
contact with a spirit more joyous. lle gloried in infirmities for Jesus’ snke. Ile
was a most suceessful missionary in a choice ficld, but died young in the midst of
abundant labours.

His life is sot before us by his biographer, chiefly in his own words. Itisa
cheering book, breathing a thoroughly healthy spirit of devotion to the Saviour.
The faithfulness of God to his covenant with lus people ““ and their seed” is nmong
the many traths illustrated here. When dying be said, **I have given myself to
Jesus, and I look upon him as o family Saviour. He was my grandmather’s Sa-
viour, my mother’s Saviour, Sulomon’s (a brother’s) Saviour, Harriette’s (his own
wife’s) Saviour, and I know he will be mine.” The fullowing passage, in our
judgment, applies to Home as well as Foreign Missionaries :—

¢« confess, when I was in America I supposed it would be wrong for missionaries to
have much help. But a little reflection has convinced me that it is wrong for them not
to have. 1f I must spend my time in taking care of borses, and running to and fro to
get provisions—if H. must be all time in her kitchen, or mending garments, or wash-
ing them, how could we perform missionary work? DButas itis, when breakfast is
over, 1 can begin my study or her recitations in the Seminary, or visit villages, or, when
I am able, preach the Gospel. I, too, can go into the girl's school (and she dues it
every day), and teach them to sing, and herself learn the language there, (v tuke sev-
eral hours of lessons in our house. This is what we weresent bere for, and I presume
if our patrons understood the whole matter, as some of them do, theve would be u ro-
verse of feeliug. Now, if it is difficnlt to keep house in Amwerica, itis much more so
here ; and the care ought to be taken off as much as possible from the missionary.
But I have no doubt if some of the good farmers who contribute to the Board kuew
that H , ard the other ladies here had cooks iu their kitcheus, they would withhold
their support.  For the same reason there might be c.mplaint should it be known that
we used carpets.  Some people say, ¢ wooden floors are good enough for us; and must
& missionary have something better?” Such an one does not consider that wo have no
wooden flrors, and that it is necessary to spread something over the earth floor and
the native matting.”

Again:—

I find it economical, in every point of view, to have good help, and enough of it.
I should be diverted from my proper work, and rendered but half a missionary, if I
had to run this way, and that, to buy wheat, and wood, and provisions—to take care
of horses, and tend the baby. If we are to acquire the language ani do anything for
God here, Harriette and I must have the control of our time. Is not .his the true
principle? Is it not idle for me to spend a duy in doing that which a native can do
better than I for ten cents (a day’s wages)? As to work, no one that has seen me in
Peorsia imagines that 1 am ashamed to do it ; and as to saving every dollar that we can,
H. and I consider it & soiemn duty.”

Tae Livive Evistie: or THE Morat Power oF 4 Reuicious Lire. By Rev. Cor-
nelius Tyree, New York : Sheldon, Blakeman & Ce. Toronto: Jobhn C Geikie.
This little volume is on a subject which has not received the attention it merits

—the power of being good in doing good. The author treats it with much

thoroughness and earnestness. In spite of a tendency to exaggeration, naturalto

the treatment of a favourite idea, the book is fitted to do great good.

Brinp Bartivaus, by Rev. W. Hoge. Same Publishers and Bookseller.
We should think this book would help a sinner to find the Saviour—we need
Sy Do more.

Old Dr. Shepherd, the famed Baptist clergyman of New Hampshire, used to tell
a story of a farmer, which he was accustomed to apply to men who attempted to
dodye a difficulty by assuming neutrar ground. e said the farmer used tw ride
on the tongue of the cart as the place of safety, being out of the way of both the
cartand oxen. This did qnite well till the team came to a rough piece of ground.
Then the oxen became restive, kickad the farmer off, and the wheels ran over him.
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News of the Ehurches.

REV. J. .BYRNE.
The Ontario Times records several recent instances of kind expressions of good
will and interest made in tangible gifts to our brother, the Kev.J. 'l Byrne,
Whitby.

CONGREGATIONALISTS.

TFrom tables carefully constructed in the new Cungregational Quarterly, by that
indefatigable statist, Rev. A. 1I. Quint, it appears that there are at the present
time in the United States 2,369 Cungregativnal churches, of whom 1,922 have
pastors or stated supplies. Of course 447 churches have nu pastors or stated sup-
plies. Thereare in all 230,094 members, of whom 21,582 have been added during
the last year, against 10,602 removals by death, dismission, and otherwise. In
all respects the statistics show an improvement upon the preceding year.

REVIVAL INFLUENCE.

The tide of religious feeling in our city (Philadelphia) is manifestly rising,
and the fervor and depth of devotion on the increase. It is marvellous beyond all
past experience and conception that for fourteen mouths without interruption a
daily prayer meeting should be held at the busiest hour of the day in the very
heart of a great city, and still be thronged every successive day, and no observahle
abatement of interest or diminution in attendance. There has nothing oceurred
like it in the previous history of the Church. A year ago we would not have be-
lieved it possible. Some noted preachers, or some unusual interest and escitement,
have called together large crowds and held them for many days and weeks; but
without any attractions of eloquence, without any positive exertions to this end,
men, active and business men, and women, spuntanevusly and of their free will
and accord, regularly assembled at nounday for prayer and praise to a number
that is measurcd by the capacity of the place where they assemble. Lately, the
aitendance has so increased, without any apparent cause, that it seems necessary
either to divide into bands or seck & larger audience rvom.—American Presbyterian.

THE REVIVAL IN BOSTON.

The Jounal understands that there has been & marked increase in religous in-
terest during the last week or ten days. The daily prayer meetings at the Old
South Chapel are more largely attended, and there 1s a degree of serious earnest-
ness, such as marked the meetings at the commencment of the revival last spring.
At one of the meetings last week, special prayer was asked for the crew of the re-
ceiving ship North Carolina, at Brooklyn Navy Yard, among whom, there has
been much interest for several weeks. It was stated that this interest has won-
derfully increased during the past week. There are now some seventy converts
among the crew, and some three hundred more display a decp interest in their
religious welfare.

CHRISTIANITY IN TURKEY.

A Constentinople correspondent of the Boston Zraveller gives some novel views
concerning the religious and political condition of Turkey. Ile thinks that in-
stead of a general massacre of Christians throughout the empire being probable,
that the Christians will themselves rise in insurrection and obtain possession of
the Bupire. The Turks, he says, “ aredispirited, and they have occasion to be.
In European Turkey especially, including, of course, Constantinople, they stand
on verr precarious ground. Qut of fifteen or sixteen millions of inhabitants, not
more tian four and a half millions are even nominally Mussulmans, and of those
not more than one and a half millions are real Osman Turks, the rest being of
Christian origin.”

Ile narrates an interesting incident, showing the foothold Christianity has ob-
tained in Constantinople. *¢ The foundation stone of an English church was pub-
licly laid by Lord Stratford, in the very midst of a Turkish quarter in Pera. It
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is completely and closely surrounded by Turkish dwelling-houses; and on one
side stands a mosque, whose minaret brushes against the temporary wooden fence
that has been erected around the church lot. While the exercises were going on,
groups of Turkish women were gathered around. In the midst of one ot the
groups was a dervish, who was as intently gazing upon the scene as the rest, and
scemed to say the glory of Islamism is departed. While the proccedings were
going furward, it came to be one of the hours for prayer, and the Jmaum went up
on to the top of the minaret t) give notice to the neighbirhood, according to in-
variable custom. But his issuing from the hule in the minaret upun the gailery
was observed by sume of the ambassador’s Nucases (guards of honor) below, who,
putting their fingers to their mouths, beckoned him to be still; and he remained
a silent, though sad spectator of the scene, leaning over the ballustrade of the
minaret for a full hour! .

The women below said to vne another in a suppressed tone, *“ See how our poor
Imaum weeps.”

A few years ago such a thing could not be seen in Turkey; but now things
have greatly changed; and I think you will agree with me in saying that the
minds of the Turkish populace here cannot be in a very inflammable state, or
they would not have allowed so veritable an occasivn fur rising to pass unim-
proved.”

REFUSING TO SALUTE ©THE HOST™ AT_MALTA,

The following garrison order has been the source of much bitterness at Malta:
—*“ All guards are to turn out to the Archbishop of Malta, and all sentries to carry
arms and present arms whea the llost passes.”” Captain Sheffield, of the 21st
R.N.B.F,, having refused to obey the above has been ordered under arrest, and
will in all probability be tried by court-martial. It is a case of conscience with
Captain Sheffield, who, it is reported, isready to submit tv any punishment rather
than do homage to the llost. This presenting and carrying arins to the Host has
been a cause of complaint with the Protestant soldiers at Malia, particularly the
Presbyterians, when lighland regiments have Leen stativned here.  Sume years
ago, General Aitchison now Governor of Dover Castle, while commanding a’com-
pany of artiliery at Malta, was dismissed the service for refusing to salute the
Host.—Daily News' Correspondent.

MISSION TO JAPAN.
The Board of Missions of the Dutch Reformed Church (N. Y.) is about to send
out missionaries to Japan. Rev. S. D. Bruwn, now pastur of the Church at
Owasco, who has spent eight years in China, is accepted as one of the number.

BUDDIHISM.
Buddhism, which is the principal religion of China and Japan, numbers as its
adherents 320,000,000 of the human race ; more than any other systein on the face
of the earth.

BRANTFORD.
A few of the friends of Rev. Mr. Wood of Brantfurd, recently paid him 2 visit at
his residence and left behind them presents, in cashand “ kind” value of about
%75. The right kind of ** hard times party!”

POETRY AND LIBERTY.

The friends of truth are watching with much interest the movements of ¥a-
ther Chinquy. e has esplained his position, and openly defended the truth
in lectures in Montreal and Quebec; his course met with opposition, first in de-
nunciations from the altars of the Romish priestheod, aand second in his forcible
expulsion from Quebec by a mob of 400 people.

YALE COLLEGE. CONNECTICET.
The report of the state of religion in Colleges of the United States during the
past year, has the following on the above institution.—* The year 1858 opened in
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college with encouraging signs. At the Communion in January there were ad-
mitted to the church by profession five younz men of' the senior class; and this
fact in connection with other circumstances, inspired the hope thai a general re-
ligious intercts would be awnkened. This hope and desire, however were frus-
trated for a time in congequence of a conflict between a party of students and a
number of firemen, which with its unpleasant results for several weeks engrossed
.he attention of College. But tewards the end of the first term, as the excitement
occasioned by this unfortunate event died away, the thoughts of the students were
directed with unwonted concern to the gospel and their personal duty to Christ.
The morning prayer-meetings which had begun to be held in town and were
largely attended by members of College, and the tiding which the studeuts were
constantly receiving from relatives and friends in various parts of the country
concerning the progress of the Revival,—mingled as these tidings often were with
expressions of Christian love and solicitude, had a marked influence. As the
termn drew near its end, the room of the College Pastor was thronged with visit-
ors who came with the enquiry what they should do to be saved. Other iostrut-
ors were much con<ulted on the same momentous subject. The regular meetings
in College for prayer and conference were crowded with carnest attendants. On
one Frilay evening, it was found necessary to go from the Lecture Room where
the meeting was usually held to the chapel, nearly all the Coilege heing present.
With the exception of small meetings informally held in various rcoms, and one
mecting in which the Pastor gave an opportunity to the recent converts to express
their views and feelings before their fellow-students, no extraordinary religious
services took place during the term. The number who expressed a christian hope
for themselves was one hundred and twelve. Of these fifty-seven united with the
College church at one time. It is an interestng factthat in the Freshman class,
which has entered since the revival, the number of pious is ninety-two ; the class
consisting of one hundred and thirty four members.”

SUNDAY SCHOOLS IN AUSTRALIA.

It is only twenty-one years since the first Englishman landed at Australia, and
vet such has heen the attention paid to the matter of edueation, that it is calcu-
lated that one in every & 1-2 of the population is under the instruction in one or
more of the various schools.  The population of the ealony is supposed not to ¢ex-
ceed 112,000, and yet they have from 120 to 130 Surdwy schools diffused through
it. It is stated that such a thing as a beggar or a proper vhject of rugged school
instruction was not to be found in the colony, and no vne was dependent on the
gaverument for charity, except the blind or deformed.  The great burden of the
comniunity was the iznorance and superstition of emigrants sent from the mother
country, most of whom were Roman Catholics and could neither read nur write,
and were not only ignorant themselves, but opposed to the spread of knowledge
anmong others.—S. S. Journal.

Rills frowr (e Fouwtaing of ¥sracl.

TIE RINGDOM OF GOD.—BY GEORGE WHITFIELD.

Here then, we will put the kingdor of God together. It is rightcousness,” it is
“peace.”” it is “joy in the Holy Ghost,” when this is placed in the heart, God
there reigns, God there dwells and walks, the creature is a son or daughter
of the Alnighty. But, my friends, how few arc there here who have been
made partakers of this kingdom ! Perhaps the kingdom of the devil, instead of
the kingdom of God, is in most of our hearts. This has been a place much
favorred of God ; may I hopesome of you cun go along with me and say, ““Blessed
be God we bave got rightecusness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost”? Have
you sn? Then you are kings, thongh beggars; you are happy above all men in
the worid—you have got heaven in your hearts; and when the crust of your
bodics drops, your souls will meet with God, your souls will enter into the world
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of peace and you shall be happy with God for evermore. I hope there is none of
yeu, who will fear death ; fie for shame,if ye do! What! afraid to go to Jesus,

to your Lord? You may cry out, O death, where is thy sting! O grave where

is thy victory? You may go on your way rejoicing, knowing that God is your,
friend ; die when you will, angels will carry you safe to heaven.

But, O, how many are here in this church-yard, who will be laid in some grave
ere long, who are entire strangers to this work of God upon their souls! My
dear friends, I think this is an awful sight. Iere are many thousaunds of souls,
that must shortly appear with me & poor creature in the general assembly of all
mankind before God in judgment. God Almnghty knows whether some of you
may not drop dowa dead before you go out of the church-yard ; and yet perhaps
most avestrangers to the Lord Jesus Christ in their hearts. Perhaps curiosity
has brought you out to hear a poor babbler preach. But my friends, I hope [
came out of a better principle. If [ know anything of my heart, I came to pro-
mote God’s glory ; and if the Lord should make use of such a worthless worm,
such a wretched creatuie as I am to do your precious souls good, nothing would
rejoice me more than to hear that God makes the foolishness of preaching a means
of making many believe. I was long myseif deceived with a form of godliness,
and I know what it 1s to be a factor for the devil, to be led captive by the devil at
his will, to have the kingdom of the devilin my heart; and I hope I can say,
through free grace, I know what it is to have the kingdom of God erected in me.
It is Gud’s goodness that such a poor wretch as Tam converted ; though sometimes
when I am speaking of God’s goodness, I am afraid he will strike me down dead.
Let me draw out my soul and heart to you, my dear friends, my dear guilty
friends, poor bleeding souls, who must shortly take your last farewell, and fly
into endless cternity. Let me entreat you to lay these things seriously to hecrt
this night. Now when the Sabbath is over, and the evening is drawing near,
methinks the very sightisawful, (I couldalmost weep over you as our Lord did over
Jerusalem) to think in a short time every soul of yov must die—some of you to
go t heaven, and others to go to the devil for evermore,

O my dear friends, these are matters of eternal moment, Idid not come to tickle
your eavs ; if I had a mind to doso, Iwould play the orator; no but I came, if God
should be pleased, to tickle your hearts. What shall I say tc you ? open the door
of your heart, that the king of glory, the blessed Jesus may come in and ercct
his kingdom in your soul. Make room for Christ; the Lord Jesus desires to sup
with you to night ; Christ is willing to come into any of your hearts, that wili be
pleased to open and receive Him. Are there any of you made willing Lydias?
there are many women here, but how many Lydias are there here? Does power
go with the word to open your heart? and find you a sweet melting in your soul.
Are you willing? Then Christ Jesus is willing to comne to you. But you may
say, will Christ come to my wicked, polluted heart? yes, though you have many
devils in your heart, Christ will come and erect Llis thronc there; though the
devils be in your heart, the Lord Jesus will scourge out a legion of devils, and
his throne shall be exalted in thy soul. Sinners, be ye what ye will, come to
Christ, you shall have rightecousness and peace. If you have no peace, come to
Christ and he will give yor peace. When you come to Christ, you will feel such
Joy that it is impossible for you to tell. O may God pity you all! I hope this
will be a night of salvation to some of your souls.

My dear friends, I would preach with all my heart till midnight, to do you
good, till T could preach no more. O that this body might hold out to spezk more
for my dear Redcemer! Ilad I 2 thousand lives, had I a thousand tongues, they
should he employed in inviting sinners ty come to Jesus Christ!

Come then, let me prevail with some of Fou to come along withme. Come poor,
lost, undone sioner, come just as you are to Christ, and say, if I be damned, I
will perish at the feet of Jesus Christ, where never onc perished yet. Ile will
receive you with open arms; the dear Redeemer is willing to receive you all; fly
then, for your lives. The devil is in you while unconverted; and will you go
with the devil in your heart to bed thisnight? God Almighty knows if ever you
and I shall sec one another again. In one or two days more I must go, and,
perhaps I may never see you again till I meet you at the judgment day. O my
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dear friends, think of that solemn meeting : think of that important hour, when
the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, when the clements shall melt
with fervent heat, when the sea and the grave shall be giving up their dead, and
all shall be summoned to appear before the great God. What will you do then,
if the kingdom of God is not erected in your hearts ; you must go to the devil—
like must go to like—if you are not converted Christ hath asserted it in the
strongest manner: “ Verily, verily, I say unto you, except & man be born again,
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” Who can dwell with devouring fire ?
Who can dwell with everlasting burnings? O my heart is melting with love to
you. Surely Ged intends to do good to your poor souls. Will ro one be persuad-
ed to accept of Christ. If those who are settled Pharisees will not come, I desire
to speak to you who are drunkards, Sabbath-breakers, cursers and swearers,—
will you come to Christ? I know that many of you come here out of curiosity:
though you come only to see the congregation, yet if you come to Jesus Christ,
Christ will accept you. Are there any cursing, swearing soldiers here? Will
you come to Jesus Christ, and, list yourselves under the banner of the dear Re-
deemer? you are all welcome to Christ. Are there any little boys or little girls
here? Come to Christ, and he will erect his kingdom in you. There are many
little children whom God is working on, both at home and abroad. O, if some of
the little lambs would come to Christ, they shall have peace and joy in the day
that the Redeemer shall set up his kingdom in their hearts. Parents tell them
that Jesus Christ will take them in Iis arms, that Ile will dandle them on his
kneces. All of you, cld and young, you that are old and gray-headed, cowme to
Jesus Christ and you shall be kings and priests to your God. The Lord will
abundantly pardon you at the eleventh hour.  “‘To every one of you that thirsteth.
Ifthere be any of you ambitious of honour, do you want a crown, a sceptre? Come
to Christ, and the Lord Jesus Christ will give you a kingdom that no man shall
take from you.

The Feaguent Bastiet.

Toe Iuace oF Curist.—The image of Christ, drawn by the pencil of the Spirit,
to which Scripture directs our aims, is painted in such colors that it is impossible
often to contemplate it without its irresistibly affecting the heart. As the bodily
eye that has looked long at the sun retains a bright image of it, so the spiritual
eye that gazes steadfastly on the face of Christis filled with light. We carry this
image with us wherever we go, and it blends with il our thoughts and actions.
It never ceases to be a study to us, ever growing more bright and beautiful as we
gaze upon it, revealing in contrast, more and more, the darkness of our hearts.
I have szid it is with us at conversion as it is in spring, when the sun melts the
snow in the fields and on the mountain side, but upon the highest peaks and in the
deepest valleys patches of it still remain. So the rays of the spiritual sun may
penetrate our souls, and still there remain in each heart heights and depths, where
yet all is cold and hard. How much must still be melted away, he is first aware
who conscientiously yields himself up to the discipline of Seripture.

The longer we contemplate Christ, the more do we discover how unlike him we
are, how selfishness has penetrated our inmost nature, how poor we are in hum-
ility, in love. When we enter this school of discipline, it doesnot seemso. This
beholding ourselves in the image of Christ has the peculiarity that whilst we more
and more discover the darkness in us, upon us all the while unconscious it is

ouring its light. Paul has expressed this in a particularly rich passage in his
Fetter to the Corinthians. He says, “Bat we all, with open face, beholding us in
a glass the glory of the Lord, are chauged into the same, from glory to glory, even
28 by the Spirit of the Lord.” A wonderful rich saying, indced. Just as when
we behold ourselves in a metallic mirror, he would say, it spreads over us its own
effulgence ; so we Christians, looking with unveiled face at Christ, as into the



POETRY. 285

mirror of humanity, ure adorned with his light. made partakers of his spirit,
changed as from glory to glory into the same resplendent image.—Tuorvex.

Writtey Seryoxns.—The antipathy of the Scottish people to reading sermons
is well known. At Kircudbright, at an *“inaguration,” an old woman on the
pulpit stairs asked her companions if the new minister was aveader. * And how
can he read, woman,” was the reply, * the poor man ig blin’.” To which the first
made answer. “1’m glad to hear it—I wish they wer o’ blin’.”

FPoctrp.

FOLLOW TIIOU ME.

Restore to me the freshness of my youth,
And give me back my soul’s keen edge again,
What time has bluuted! O my early truth—
Shall I not you regain ?
Ab, mine has been a wasted life at]best;
All unreality and long unrest ;
Yes, I have lived in vain!

Dut now no more in vain ;—my soul awake,
Shake off the snare, untwist the fastening chain
Arise, go forth, the selfish slumber break,
Thy idle dreams restrain!
Still half thy life before thee lies untrod,
Live for the endless living, live for God !—
1 must not live in vain!

My God, the way is rough and sad the night,
And my soul faints and breathes this weeping strain :
And the world hates me with its bitterest spite—
For I have left its train,
With thee and with thy saints to cast my lot ;
Ab, my dear Lord—let me not be forgot,
Let me not live in vain!

Can we not part in silence, since forever ?
This world and I! From scorn and taunt refrain ?
Must it still hate and wound ? still stir the fever,
Of this poor throbbing brain?
Ab, yes, it must be so, wy God, my God,
Tis the true discipline, the neceded rod,
Else I should live in vamn!

The foe is strong—his venomed rage I dread,
Yet, O my God, do thou his wrath restrain ;

Shield me in battle, soothe my aching head
In the sharp hour of pain;

But more than this, O, give me toiling faith,

Large-hearted love and zeal unto the death !
Let me not live in vain!

TRestore .0 me the freshness of my youth,

And give me back my soul’s keen edge again;
Ah, let my spriug return! bright hope and truth

Shall I not you regain?
No wasted life, my God, shall mine now he,
Hours, days, and years filled up with toil for thee,

I shall not live in vain.

Horatius Bonaz, D.D.
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Familp Weadiug,
“THE CITY OF OUR SOLEMNITIESR.™

¢« « The City of our solemnities.”

Such were the words chosen by Mr. Barnes, as, inaccordance with the custom of his
houschold, the quiet domestic service of the morning was preceded by a repetition of Bible
sentences.

¢ May I not ask what influenced your choice this morning uncle?” asked cnc of bhis
nieces at the breakfast table, a quarter of an hour later.

“ You may,” said her uncle, smiling; 1 thought of you—there was the source of
influence.”

Ot me ?” asked Elinor, as she repeated the passage, ““ ¢ The city of our xolemnities U
Why should I need to hear that?”?

¢« Because with you—and L must add, with Grace—I fear that Zion, “ihe church of
the living God,’ is not altogether a ¢ city of solemnities.””

“ And why not?” asked Elinor and Grace together. < Dear uncle, have we been so
unfortunate as to displease you ?”

He turned upon them a glance of fond reproof. ¢ Nay, nay, my motherless ones.
you have but saddened me; and, after all, we must expect that youth wili have ite
follies.”

His nieces looked at him affectionately. < We do not wish you to excuse us, uncle,””
said Grace, with much earnestuess; ¢ only say what it is we have done, and teach us
to amend.”

The dying minister—for Mr. Barnes was ¢ sick unto death”—took up his Dible and
sought the text which he had quoted; whilst his two nieces, one on either side wa:ched
every motion of his wasted haads and could with difficulty resteain their tears.  He was
tall, bent with suffering, and very pale, but his face wore an expression of curnest
thought and fecling, of childlike faith and paticnce; while from the eye there shot a
glance so deep and beautiful, that even a stranger could not meet it without thoughts
of death, the grave, and heaven.

And Grace and Elinor, left, years ago, in pitiable orphanhoed, had fourd in him a
father, and had grown up beneath his roof, under the cace of an old faithful servang,
to gil-l his last years with their grateful love, and to adorn the home to which the memn-
ory of a buiied past forbade him to bring any nearer relative.  And his heart’s wish
was to be instrumental in preparing these amiable, but Ly no means faultless wowmen,
for useful life when he was amongst the dead.

Scarcely two months had passed, since, in the same place and time, these sisters had
declared their faith in the Redeemer; and very precious had bLeen the hours spent in
uncle’s study during the season which found them amongst his ¢ inquirers,” and the
yet happier one which found them at peace with God. Many a time had the voice of
the dying sounded in their ears in earnest counsel and in faithful reproof; many atime
had they both wept at the sad thought that all wouid soon be over; but un this morn-
ing they had discovered signs of a weakness which to them was terrible, and listening.
almost believed that these brief counsels were to be his last.

It may be that their guardian shared these fears—which yet, to him, were hopes @it
may be that his suffering caused unusual seriousuess; for he addressed them with a
gravity and an intense affection such as they, even in him, had never marked before.
And Elinor, who sat opposite the window, and whose countenance was therefore easily
read, wis coon compelled to shade her face lest he should reprove her tears.

«<The city of solemnitics I’ read Mr. Barnes, when he had found the thivty-third
of Isniah.  *¢ Yes, such should the church be to you, to me, to all. It wasa solemn
thing even to ¢ walk about Zion,” as you did a few months ago, longing to enter her
gates, to be the children of her God.  But still more solemn was the quiet hour in whick
you became a living stone in this great temple, a child of God through faith in Jesus
Clnist.  Think of it, Elinor ; think of it, Grace.  Recall the precious hour, and telt
me,—was it not heaven begun below ?”

« It was,” said GGrace, with a smile of quiet happiness; ¢“and therc might well be
joy among the angels over such peace ascame to m~ that night.”

*You became in that hour a member of the Universal church, the church of every
age and clime, the church bought with a price which only God can estimate.  Zion wag
then « the city of your solemnities.”

‘¢ And is it not so now ! asked Elinor.
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¢ You shall hear presently.  You came to me and told me of your joy. I wasalready,

by God's werey, one of the pricsthood to which you now belonged. You asked me to

rejoice with you  Idid so.  That, too, was a solemn time. To belong to the Church
of God was held by you to be a joy as great as it was real.”

¢ It was,” said Elinor, as her uncle rested. ¢ How could it well be otherwise?”

“ How, 'ndccrl' You met in this room a few Christian friends, gatheved for social
prayer. In your heart’s joy you gave me leave to gladden them wntl) tidings of the
change wrought in you by the power of God. They prayed, one after another, and
you were deeply moved.  That too, was a serious hour. There was po trifling then.
Zion wasg once again ¢ the city of your solemnities.”

¢ Denr uncle,” interrupted Elinor, ¢let me ask, once more, when has it been
otherwise 2

But without noticing her words Mr, Barnes went on.  “‘You wished to declare your
faith before the members of the Church of Christ residing in this place, anl you wished
also to let the unchanged ones around you know that you had scen light in God’s light,
and, though still “in the world,’ desired no longer to be ¢ of it.”  To both these duties
you attended in due time.  The Cuurch rejoiced, and many of the thoughtless ones of
your acyuaintance were awakened; so that these seasons were deeply solemn ; and you
with solemn teelings stood forth before thie world, as citizeus of Zion, “the city of our
solemuities I’

Here Mr. Baroes looked carnestly at his auditors.  Their tears were dry, aovd they
were listening attentively ; but npon Elinor’s face there was a deepening tinge of colour.

¢« L excite you ?” said her uncle tenderly. “ You guess what I am about to say,
and you ave troubled?  And you, Grace, are not strong. I will talk of all this another
day.”

They both protested against this, and urged him to go on, saying that his reproofs
were ever tao gentle to wound, his c-unsels too valuable to be postpouned. And he, re-
membering that the time might be but short, could not refuse to grant them their
request,

“ You have been punetunl and regular in your attendance on public worship. You
have been equally punctual and rwular at prayer and church-meetings; but in regard
to thexe things Zion has not been * “the city of your solemnities.’”

The colour roge from Elinor’s cheeks to her clear brow, while Grace cast an implor-
ing look at My. Barnes as if entreating him not to be too severe.

¢« We have had difficulty in procmuw supplies”—

“Tleed we have, dear uuncle,” said Elinor, impetuously. ¢ Ofall the preachers—"

t“Btay, stay, and hear me out.  We have had d fliculty in procuring supplies.  Some
of the fricuds who have preached during my uess have given but little satisfaction to
their audience.  You have heard them—c‘xrpmg!y have taken mental note of every
peculiavity ; have been unmerciful to provincial or ungrammatical expressions; have
ever been *lying in wait® for something at which to <xm!e on your return. I, indeed,
have beard but little of all this, but a little is a key to the whole. ‘I'rue, your new
frientds the G.’s have stimulated you by their wit and by their love of amusement ; but
I axk—is it right 7 and your hearts answer—no. Dear girls, the preacher is a member
of C'hrist’s chureh; many of the hearers have the same high privilege; and you have
calied vourselves by that great name ; by you and your fellow-Christians the public
wonlnp of God is supported, that you, and the world around you, may learn of Him.
Be earefnl then, and trifle not in such an hour. Rather let Zion, in all seasons, be ¢ the
city of your solemnities.”

‘“ But it the preacher should make some gross blunder

¢ Regret, but never ridicule, his error.”

¢ Andif he be thoroughly uninteresting ?”

¢ Pray for him, and remember that he may be interesting to some one clse, seeing
that ditferent persons have different tastes!”

“ You are right, uncle, and yet I think our deacons are wrong in not getting better
supplies,” said (Grace, very seriously.

“In other words—are wrong in not performing impossibilities! Did you ever pray
for the dencons in re"nrd to this difficnlty of arranging services ?”

“I mu~t say—no,” said Grace.

“ And I ton,”” snid Elinor, with self-reproach. ¢ But I will no longer neglect to do
s0."

“Again,” «aid Mr. Barnes ; ¢ our people are illiterate ; despised by the learned among
men, but not, thank God, despised of the All-wise. At our prayer-meetings you have
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earnestuess, simplicity, aspiritof genuine prayer; but you have also uncouth expression,
grammatical inaccuracy, and figures of speech unknown to poetry. Of these you have,
ir. union with the G.’s, too often made a jest; and lately your attendance ot the prayer.
meeting has resulted in little more than what Clara G—— calls “fun.’ Now the G.'s
have by no means your advantages, and may be morve casily cacused, but you—so re-
cently become a part of the peculiar people of Gud—oh ! Elinor and Grace—can jou
continue this ?”

¢“No, no ;" cried Elinor, always the Peter of the twain; ¢ we are convinced, and we
will try to convince the G.’s also, that we have been wrong, altogether wrong,™

I scarce need speak of our church-meetings now ; and yet 1 know that you hLave
been tempted there, Believe me that I did not intentionally uverheur a portion of your
conversation with Clara last Wednesday evening ; believe at the same time that Lnake
all possible excuse for you. I would Lut ask if it was right, or kind, to ctiticise puor
Mr. Grey’s long speech with so much severity ; if it was quite consistent with your
connection with ¢ the city of vur sulemnities’ to be so much amused with the uwhward-
ness of our kind-hearted pew-opencr as to be (I use your own words, Llinut } so utterly
unable to refrain from laughing at her?”’

“No, it was wrong, very wrong,” said Elinor, with Ler usual earnestness.  Avnd yet,
Clara is such a merry girl, that when I awmn with Ler I scarcely know how tu escape the
infection of her laugh ; especially as she is older even than Grace—and made a Chris-
tian profession long before we did.” :

] know it, and although we may not judge her, I cannot commend her example to
your imitation. She is & witty girl, of warm heart and quick temper, who, juining
herself openly to Christ’s peuple in the ardour of her first-love, understands little of
the self-denial of the Christian life. Pray for her, both of you; and where you can do
80, guide her; be cheerful always, and merry at the right time; but abuve «ll things
follow her only so fur as she is found to fullow Christ ; and, in your future, let Zion, I
beseech you, be the city,—not of yuur sadnesses nor of your trifling—but of your solem-
nities.”

Ie ceased, and on his words fullowed a time of thuught and prayer;a time in which
the hearts of those who had listened thanked God fur that earuest counsel, and in the
strength of the Most Ifigh resvlved to trifle with the solemn things of life no mue.
Nor were the events which fullowed calculated to weaken the lmpressivn produced by
that murning’s conversation, for rapidly and surcly the loved and hunvured counsellor
drew towards the close of his earthly pilgrimage. They watched him, hour by heur;
treasured his words, loved him with all the luve of daughterhived, cared for Lim night
and day, and saw him die. Then, almost every word that he had spoken in that last
conversation seemed to be written on their memories; and if temptetion tu a want of
seriousness in connectivn with the duties of their holy religivn ever cume upon them,
the vuice of conscience failed not to recall his words that morning :-—* Let Zion be the
city of your solemnities !”—ZFreeman.

«)MY SARVENT DORR.”
Many years ago, when there was but one church in the old town of Lyme, Cor-
necticut, the people were without a pastor. They had been for a lcng time des-
titute, and now were on the point of making a unanimous call for a very
acceptable preacher, when a cross-grained man, by the name of Dorr, began a
violent oppusition to the candidate, rallied a party, and threatened to defcat the
settlement. Ata parish meeting, while the matter was under discussivn, a half-
witted fellow ruse in the huuse and said he wanted to tell o dream he had last
night. Ile thought he died and went away where the wicked pevple go, and as
soon as Satan saw him he asked him where he came frum. “From Lyme, Cun-
necticut,” I told him right out. * Ah! and what are they doing in Lyme®” he
asked. ¢ They are trying to settle a minister,” I answered. ** Settle a minis-
ter!”” he cried out. “I must put a stop to that. DBring me my boots; I must go
to Lyme this very night.”” I then told him as he was drawing oo his Louts that
Mr. Durr was opposing the settlement, and very likely e would preveut it alto-
gether. * My sarvent Dorr,” exclaimed his Majesty. My sarvent Durr ! Hers
take my boots; if my sarvent Dorr is at work there is no need of my guing at
all”  This speech did the business. Mr. Dorrmade no further oppositivn. The
minister was settled, but his opponent carried the title of ‘“my sarvent Dorr,”
with kim to the grave.—~Harper’s Drawer.



