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« THE FOUNDATIONS OF MANY GENERATIONS.”
A PLEA FOR HOME MISSIONS.

There are some nations of mankind whose life is little more than a waning
recollection of the past. They have ‘ decayed and waxed old, and are ready
to vanish away.” In such a condition lies Turkey to-day,—the contewpt,
as it was once the terror, of Europe.

Phere are other nations, again, whose life, though nourished by the past,
continues iu full vigour to the present, and who look forward with eager long-
ing to a still brighter future. They “take root downward, and bear fruig
upward.”  Recalling with exultatic- the achievements of their ancestors, they
do not Jament over these as glories passed away, or sit down content with what
was done before them: but from the point to which their fathers attained they
advance to ampler numbers, greater wealth, move perfect liberty, higher intelli-
gence, wider influence, and a riper Christian civilization. Among those of
whom this may be said, we may thank{ully place our dear Mother—Erxcranp.
“The Old Country,” we fondly call it; but Dr. Vaughan could tell the repre-
sentatives of our Sister-Churches of the New World, in their recent National
Council, that « Old England was never so young as at thiz day.”” God grant
that, in the “righteousness” which “exalteth a nation,” her path may be
*¢ as the shining light, which shineth more and more unto the perfect day!”

There are yet other nativns whose life lies all before them. They have no
past: the future is their only domain. They enter upon a virgin soil—they
mark out its boundaries—they build its earliest cities with their own bands.
They constitute society—they frame laws—they begin to shape a nationa
character.  If Memory tell them few inspiring tales of illustrious deeds per
formed here and there within their borders, yet Hope paints before their eyes
a radiant vision of what they, their children, and their children’s children may
do to “male its history.” They start afresh upon a career 1n which, under God,
all depends upon themselves. To this class, we need hardly say, the inhabi-
tants of this continent and this colony belong,
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We bave indeed brought with us, as a precious beirloom, those principles
and babits of English liberty and English law, and that reformed Chnstian
faith, for which our fathers paid so great a pricc. We do not wrench our-
sclves away suddenly, violently, and utterly from the roots whence we have
sprung : we do not turn our backs upon the mother that bore us.  Yet it is o
very patent fact, that, in leaving the old soil, coming to a new country, and
casting in our lot among the “ mingled people” that flow together here, we
have passed iuto a new state of existence, and set our faees to..ards another
future. We are both losers and gainers by the change.

It is, however, a noble work which the Providence that ‘sets the bounds of
our habitations” has assigned us,—the founding of a Christisn State in this
northern part of North America. If we are not so much influenced by the
past, we can ourselves so much the more have influence upon the futare. In
the expressive language of Isaiah (lviii. 12), we are “raising up the foundo-
tions of many generations.”

This broad land,—we are speaking now of its whole expanse, from the
Atlantic 10 the Pacific, from the lakes to the frozen sea,—though it be now so
sparsely populated, and overrun for many a million of its acres by wild animals
and wilder men, will one day teem with industrious and peaceful inhabitants.
The pioneers of settlement are rapidly filling up the waste places near home.
Enterprising discoverers are exploring the heart of the continent. Our popula-
tion is already counted by millions, and we might as well attempt to stay the
ourrent of our great river as to arrest—even if we would—-its onward and
accelerating march.

Now we, of this early ¢ generation,” are appointed of God to lay ¢ the
foundaticns of many” that are to follow, and very much to determine in what
form, of what strength, and with what materials, they shall carry up the super-
structure. Travellers often have pointed out to them, when crossing some
mountiainous region, ihe line of ¢ the watershed,” where two drops of rain,
falling at the same moment within a few inches of each other, will turn, one
this way aod the other that, so as to take their seaward course in diametrically
opposite directions, aud will at length reach the ocean thousands of miles apart
—the one towards the Equator, the other towards the Pole. 1In such a posi-
tion do we stand, in roference to the future of this eountry. From this point
it will turn to the right hand or to the left—to freedom or to bondage—to
light or to darkness—to order or to anarchy——to greatness or to ruin! A
father once asked his boy how he supposed a tree, which they were looking
at, became crooked. “1I suppose,” said the thoughtful child, “some one trod
wpon it when it was youny.” Britieh Arerica is young. There are feet that
would fain tread upon it and beud it to their evil will. If they succeed, they will
give it a twist which it will never outgrow. If we can prevent them, it will
spring up into a fair and fruitful tree. It is a solemn responsibility, to have the
infancy of a mighty nation committed to our charge. We are on a probation
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not unlike that of Adam and Lve in Paradise, when the destiny cf the race
bung upou their obedience. We necd but little of the seer’s power of vision
to discover, through the long vista of the coming years, the “many genera-
tions ” of our posterity looking anxiously to us, to see how we perform our
purt.  Let usgive them cause to heap blessings, not curses, upon our graves!

Very vividly are these thoughts brought home to us at the present hour,
when we are awailing our entrance upon a new and larger form of pational
life, joining hands with our fellow-colonists by the eea, and expecting one day
also to embrace those of the Islands and the far inland in one “new nation-
ality.” 'We should spend this period of transition in a prayerful vigil, entreat-
ing the Gud of Nations to give wisdom from above to all who will order these
affairs.

I is our earnest belief, that it is not only the 72ght but the pury of a Chris-
tian citizen 4 concern himself in all that affects the welfare of the State.
Yet this is not the place for the discussion of many of the questions now de-
manding the exercise of a high order of statesmanship  An exception to this
rule of propriety, however, is found in those matters where the action of the
State touches religion and the chureh.

It is one of the happiest signs of the times in which we live, that the un-
natural alliance once subsisting in every nation between the power which yields
the seeular sword and that which wields the sword of the Spirit, is being
wniversally dissolved.  Such an alliance secularizes the Church without eon-
scerating the Siate.  Yet, in their blind following of tradition, some of the
founders of this State would fain have included thta feature in the design.
The attempt wa defeated, and that—Ilet it never be forgotten—very much
through the exertions of a small band of greatly-reviled Nonconformists; while
now, those set free against their will are wisely rejoicing in their liberty! Yet
theve is still not a little danger that, through the college and the school, there
will be that 7ndérect subsidizing of religious bodies which, being contrary to a
sound fundawental principle, will be sure to breed mischief in the future.

Especially dangerous will such ao error be in a I~nd like this, where we ave
confronted on every hand by a Power which, claiming to be the sole represen-
tative of Jesus Christ on earth, not only demands the subjection of individual
consciences, but also a supremacy in all national affairs. Once it was able to
dispose of kings and kingdoms at its will. And even now it aims to gain by
crafe what it then accomplished openly; in both cases through the super-
stitious fears of men. This organization of a corrupted Christianity possesses
almost absolute control over one half of the popula‘ion of Canada. In one
part of the Province, it builds its churches and maintains its priests by taxes
levied under the authority of law; it has appropriated a large proportion of
the National Schools; it perverts public charities to its own ends; it exercises
a censorship over the Press; it sometimes overawes the Courts; and it is
wont to dictate to Cabinets. Firmly entrenched in the centre of the Jand—
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the keystone of the colonial arch—among a people alrerdy sepurated by lan-
guage and race, it “insulates” the more Protestant Provinces to the cast and
to the west. No scruples restrain it from obtaining every possible assistance
from the State. Yet is it secret and irresponsible, bound by closest allegiance
to a foreign authority, aud utterly alien—in all its sympaihies, habits, and
interests—f{rom the better spirit of our country and our time.  Such, however.
is its influence, that its consent had to be obtained ere the prjected chunges
could toke place. And be sure that it is sleeplessly watching behind the
scenes to sce that it loses nothing, but gains rather, in the pending dcliberations.

Here lies one great peril of the time that is passing over us. Too much
voice and hand has this malign power already had in shaping our futare destiny
Tt took early possession of one part of the field, and strongly furtified it
position there. It hasauxiliaries everywhere. Some even, who seem to profest
against it, harness themselves to its chariot. Its aim is mothing less than to
have the whole Continent for its own.

Yet this is not the only danger. Were there no Church of Rome in exis-
tence, we should still look forward with many forebodings to the future of our
country. The sin that is born with every human being, has, in some respects
a ranker development amid the freedom and the spaciousncss of a new world.
There is a wantonness of self-will, an impatience of all authority, and an in-
capability of reverence, seemingly, in the very atmosphere. The new treasures
of the soil tempt men to an inordinate and all-absorbing lust for wealth. Sud-
den enrichment, and the absence of hereditary distinctions, invite to an
ostentatious style of life.  Drunkenness, licentiousness and profanity, abound
to a fearful degree. Soul-deceiving ervors are freely propagated, and too often
greedily embraced. While indifference, the passive ¢ enwity against God”” of
the “ natural man,” sinks multitudes into a purely selfish and worldly life.
There is danger of national demoralization—and that means national destruc-
tion.

How shall the evil be averted 2 Shall we look for a remedy only to laws
and institutions—to Governors and Parliaments—to Magistrates and Judges
—to the Schools and the Press? All thes: have a most important part to
perform. But when they have done their utmost they cannot rightly mould,
but rather need to have ready to their hand, the most essential element in
national life, that is—Tre Craracter or Tne PeorLe.

Liberty is worthless—is an injury—to those who do not govern themselves.
Paper constitutions depend for their efficiency upon the temper of rulers and
people. Laws are unavailing when public opinion does not sustain them. As
it is said of schools, that * The Teacher is the System,” so it may be said of
nations, ¢ The People are the Constitution.”

Our great task, then, in laying “the foundations of many generations,” is
to strive to make our own generation what it ought to be. And where shall
we find the power that will accomplish this?
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Most emphatically and unequivoeally do wo answer,—In the rehgion of
Jesus Christ! The seed of every virtue that blesses the heart of man, that
hallows the family, and that  exalteth a nation,” is found in the faith which is
in Him! It does not repress evil by external terrors, or develup good by
temporal rewards; but iv makes its way straight to the keast of man—the sout
and fountain of his entire life. It makes him a “new crenture: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are become new.” And so it converts him
into a good man, nut only toward God, but toward his neighbour also. If
professing Christians are not goud neighbours and good ciuzens, it is because
they disobey their instructions in the Bible, and ¢ do despite unto the Spirit
of grace”

The grand waot of our country, therefore, above all political devices, is the
CrmisTIANIBATION OF 118 Propre.  Bring the mighty fuices of our must
holy fuith 10 bear upon the whole mass of our population, and you sccure
every domestic, social, and civie virtue, as well as meetness for a better country.
You will make men industrious, frugal, sober, honest, truthful, just, full of
brotherly kindness and charity.

But kow shall the nation be Christianised? The answer is given us by the
woirds and by the acts of the Lord Jesus Clirist and those who spake by His
Spirit.  “ It hath pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that
belicve. > When we aim to plant in every part of the land a living witness for
Christ, when we send the missionary to gather the church, to help the people
to keep the Sabbath holy, to expound to them the Bible, and to enlist the co-
operation of parents in their family religion—we are following the divine plan;
we are taking the most effectual meuns to keep the truths, the Jaws and the
motives of religion before the minds of all the people at all times. This testi-
mony for God, constantly borne everywhere, will surely uplift the character of
the people. The morality of Christian nations, all defeetive as it is, is im-
measurably superior to that of the heathen. Multitudes who do not fully yield
themselves to Christ, are restrained from much evil, and are in every way ele-
vated and purified, by living in the amosphere that surrounds Him. He blesses
a thousand hearts and homes that know not whence their blessings flow, : nd
render Him no praise. Those who represent our Saviour are thus the truest of
our patriots, the wisest of our statesmen. Their work is of that silent, invisible
character which belongs to all spiritual forces. The light and heat of the sun,
which give life to all that lives upon the earth, come noiselessly. ¢ The king-
dom of God cometh not with observation: neither shall men say, ¢ Lo here ¥’
or ¢ Lo there! but the kingdom of God is witkin you.” ¢ Itis like unto leaven,
which a woman took and %id in three measures of meal, until the whole was leaven-
ed.” To those who labour for this kingdom apply those words of the “ Preacher,”
(Eccl. ix. 14, 15): “There was a liutle city, and few men within it; and there
came a great king against it, and besieged it, and built great bulwarks against
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it. Now thero was fourd in it a poor wise man; and he by his wisdon delivered
the city: yet no man remembered the same poor man !

We have been speaking, so far, of men as they live in natiors, on the enrth,
andin time. But in a far deeper sense may we say of our work in the Gospel,
that we are laying ¢ the foundations of many generations.” Iowever long the
nation may live, it will come to an end; the individuals who compose it will
never die.  We are not working for this life alone, to give men length of days,
riches. and honour, but we are working for eternity. Oh this work for souls,
for immortal souls! it is the noblest wo:k a man can do, the most worthy of our
% gp nding and being spent” in it!  All other works of men—the fortunes they
amass, the mansions they build, the fame they enjoy, the very kingdoms which
ghey found, shall pass away. But he that works for souls, works on imperish-
able material.  And on the Judgment Day, and thenceforward throughout
eternity, it will be counted a greater thing to have brought one little child to
Jesus, than to have built a city like Babylon, or ruled over an empire like
Rome!

CONFEDERATION AND THE SCHOOLS.

Just us we ure guing to press comes the news of the provision made for
educativnal watters in our new constitution.  Yet it is handly as defivite as
we want to see it.  © Sepmate schools in Luwer Cauada 10 bave the privileges
of those in Upper Caunado;” and *“an appeal from loeal legislation to the
Guvernor-in-Council””  These are much better than the abowinable con-
cessions reported to have been wade to the Catholic Archbishop of Halifax,
vurthy of the Roman Guvernment itself. It is bad envugh that the Bishops,
shonld rule over their people in their own way, but to make their power legul,
would be monstrous.

CANONICAL OBEDIENCE.

A copy of the Prescott Conservative Messenger, of the 15th of January
1867, has fallen ir:to our hands, m which we tind a sermon preached by the
Rev K. J Boswell, D.C.L, Incumbent of St. Johws Chureh in that town, at
an Ordimati- n held by the Bishop of Ontario, on the 12th December. A few
extiacts will be interesting to our readers, as showing what some Angiican
elergy men teach iheir flocks,  The present diseourse derives additional signifi-
cance from the facts, that the preacher was selected by his Bishop for such an
important oceasion, and that, “ verging on three score years and ten,” he is no
young and hat-brained enthusiast, but may be presumed to have furmed deli-
berate upmions.

The text 1s Hebrews xiii, 17, ¢ Obey them that have the rule over you,” or,
¢ that guie yous” and the object of the sermon is to show that ¢ the Chureh
is sulj cL to Uhrist, the Bishops to the Church, the Priests and Deacons to the
Bishop, and the Congregation to their Minister;” especial stress being laid upon
the duwy of the Clergy to their Bishops. The preacher addressed the candi-
da‘es for Ovdination in these staruling words:—

¢ Nuw you have a right {o think fa yourselves; but suffer the Bishop to lay his
hands upon your heads, and that 17,4l al once has ceused. The Church will then
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be vour Head, and she has thought for you, and you will be merely her mouth-
piece, by which she makes known the ductrines of the Guspel, as she understands
them, and as she has made them knowu in her articles, and those articles explained
by her formuluries.”

This is enforced by reference to the vow, “ or oath,” taken by esch candidate,
—*that you will give your faithful diligence always so to minister the ductrines
and sacraments and the discipline of Christ,” not only ** as the Lord hath com-
manded,” but, “as this Church and Realm hath reccived the same,”

“¢ But, you would say, suppose there may be a doubt.” Then, again, you will
swear or vow, to obey your ordinary and other chief ministers, unto whom is
committed the charge and government over you, following with o glad mind and
will their godly adwonitions, and submitting yourselves to their godly judgments.
Thus bas the Chuorch provided for the resolution of your doubt,  Nothing has
been left to your judgment, but everything to that ot the Church and her chief
officers.”

Such is the teaching of this ¢ Reformed” divine. But we defy any Papist
10 go beyound him iu the doctrine of Passive Obedience.  And the worst of it
is, that this is not merely a personal opinion, but that it is pretty firmly based
on the Ordination Service itself.  If any more of our brethren are thinking of
“going up higher,” we hope they will ponder well huw low they must go tirst.

Bat after all, the man, the Englishman, and the Protestam, are ton much
for the Priest, even in this preacher limself, and in this very sermon!  For, in
mecting the objection, ¢ that at one end of the Province, you will hear one deci-
sion, and at the other end, quite a different decizsion,” —he goes on to .ive, as
he naively says, * what may be considered « &énd of rebuke to those whom he,
with all priests and deacons, ¢s bound in consequence of their uffice, to honour
and obey ;"—and then accuses the Bishops, before whom his whole soul ought
to lie prostrate, of refusing to obey the Church! They had ordained persons
who did not believe in Baptismal Regeneration, and who would * hold vut the
right hand of fellowship to ministers ol other denominations;” hence the present
differcnces and inconsistencies. The remedy 1o be applied was, thay the Bishop
should not “ordain any, who, he may thiuk, will in any way depart from the
docuiine of the Church, according to the Bishop’s judgment.” To these last
words the note is added,—* We have a precedent for this, in one of the neigh-
bouring dioceses, where the Bishop will ordain no one who differs in opinion
from him.” The reference is no doubt to the Bishop of lluron, a strong
Evangelical, and is meant to cover by his example arefusal by a High-Church
Bishop to ordain an Evangelical candidate. A good enough argument on the
“yow're another” priuciple; but it proves a great deal too much for the main
objeet of the sermon. The question returns in greater force than ever, “ What
does the Church teach? When a KRight Reverend Father in God in London
requires me to deny Baptismal Regeneration and Priestly Absolution, and
another in Kingston requires me o believe them, and [ dare wot think for
myself, what am I to do? Is God’s Truth one thing in Western, and its oppo-
site in Central Canada ?”

Besides this chief doctrine of the discourse in question, there are incidental
statements on other points which must not be overlooked. Severe things are
said of those who “err on the side of defect” in relation to the Rubries, which
is said to be more injurious than “excess.” It is said that there is more autho-
rity for changing the white gown for a red or a green than for a black one.
The following reveals at once the uneasiness of « Evangelical” consciences, and
the unworthy means adopted to relieve them;—we say, * unworthy,” and might
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use stronger language, for these gentlemen have solemnly declared their appro-
val of the Services, and promised to use them.

“+Your preacher has been present,’ says Dr. Boswell, ‘when the minister,
having baptized the childron, umitled the vemainder of the Baptismal Service,
becanse the thanksytving prayer affi med that children baptized have been regenerated
by the Hily Spirit; which ductrine, nithough coufessediy thus declared by the
Churcel, this Minister of the Chureh, in his own wisdum, did not chouse te believe
or tench,  And were the Service Books in some of our churches looked into, the
word 1egenerate, wherever vecurring, would be found marked, as though intended to
be left out’”

In another place he speaks of “the errors of dissent, no matter whether
Popish ur Protestant, both being cqually sinful, because both are equally
schismatical.””

Oue other extract, of a more wholesome character, and we have done with.
this precious sermon.

“Wo in this diocese have however, thank God,~—%kaving been freed from the
trammels «of the Stale power,—puwer in ourselves to correct ourselves, And /el us
pray most earaestly, that such may soon e the case with the Church at Home; that
her Archbishops aud Bishops may soon break the golden chain that holls them
bound to the State, and that they may have wizdom given them to yield their title
of Spiritnal Peers. and to be content with the more exalled title of Bishop ; the first,
the badge of their present slavery to the State ; the second, the hadge of their sub-
jection only to Gud and his Sun Jesus Christ. May God of His great mercy
huszen it in llis own time!”

To this, even a *schismatic” may be allowed to respond, ¢ Amen, and

Amen !

WHAT IS WRONG WITH OUR MINISTER?

As we intended having a donation party, I thought T might be requested
to say something at the meeting, and afier a little 1efle ction, the following ideas
occurred to my mind ss being as likely to be useful as any others :—

When church-members lose their first love and grow weary in well doing,
they discover something wrony; but the wrong is not in themselves.  Oh ny!
they cannot see s well as formetly, no, nor hear as well.  «“What (say they)
ails our minister?  He luoks so depressed and downeast.  Ile is not as cheer-
ful as formerly. His sermuns are lers powerful and edifying than they used to
‘be. I do not profit from them as hitherto. Moreuver he is not so atientive to
his pastoral duties as in bygone days. He seldom calls un me, and 1 feel that
there is something wrong.”

T have no doubt but that it is @il true that our brother has just utiered, but
there are mure ways than one to account for it.

1st. Will not a dull, sleepy, and nattentive congregation deeply affect the
minister, making his heart sad and his courage less firm? Yes, and yet ihe
very party who has helped to produce this state of mind is the first (o eom-
plain of it.

2ud. Disappointment and sadness seize the minister as he, unfolding ihe holy
book, and glarcing over the congregation, finds the parties absent for whose
special benefit the sermon was prepared.  If persons make some special pro-
vision for their friends when they have good reason to expect them, and yet
are slighted or neglected by them, they are grieved; and so is the faithful
minister; and you are the last one wno ought to complain until you are more
regular in all your duties.
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3rd. But your minister may be downcast and discouraged because of your
inattention to his wants and comforts. If he is without wood, ‘feod or money,
and a family around him, he is not very likely to be cheerful, and it isnot to be
wondered at, if bis sermons are less powerful than formerly. Who is to bear
the blame of all this? ¢ What ails our minister?’  Ah! what would ail you
if placed in his position? ¢« Examine yourself.”

The minister 1s very often puton short atlowance through ueglect and the
itregularity with which the small pittancoe is paid; and is this not caleulated to
mske him downcast and unfit him for service? Think of these things before
complaining. )

4ih. A want of union and brotherly love among the members of his church
is a great source of sorrow to a minister of Christ, inasmuch as it greatly
interferes with his usefulness and that of the Church too. )

David sings, in Psalm 183 : « Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity.” * United we stand, but divided we fall,”
may be said by every church, and yet, alas! how many roots of bitterness
spring up and give trouble! This may be what is grieving your minister. Be
sure you cause no anxiety to him; be you faithful and earnest, and you will
seo much Jess room for complaining. s K

. K.

NOTES OF A MISSIONARY TOUR
TO CAPE CANSO, MANCHESTER, AND MARGAREE, CAPE BRETON.
( Concluded from page 123.)

BY THE REV. R. K BLACK, MILTON, N. 8.

Having much enjoyed our stay in Pictou, and the hospitality and friendly
intercourse of our brother Barker and his family, we started on one of the
most stormy nights of the season for Cape Canso, distant nearly one hundred
miles.  Our first stage was from New Glasgow to Antigonish, a distance of
forty miles; the mode of conveyance being one of the uld fashioned mai}
coaches, drawn by six horses, not at all too many for one of these ponderous
vehicles, with twelve inside passengers, four outside, and an immense pile of
baggage. We were fortunate in having for our companion in travel Miss
Sarah Norris, daughter of Mrs. Norris of Canso, whese lively conversation
contributed much to witigate the discomforts of our juourney. How the poor
outsiders stood the hurricane and the rain we know not, but we insiders were
fearfully inconvenienced. When the windows of the coach were kept shut, the
ladies fainted aud the gentlemen were rearly suffucated ; and when the windows
were opened, the rain came driving in!

Our company, however, was most agreeable, and felt quite disposed patiently
to enduve and even to laugh at troubles, which, though inevitable, were only
temporary.  Arriving at Antigonish, in time for breakfast, we took the stage
coack for Guysburgh, distant twenty miles.

Of Antigonish we can say but little, for it poured rain the whole time we
were there; and what place ever looked beautiful in a rain-storm? Tt ig,
however, a place of considerable size, and the houses and surroundings indicate
comfort and taste. The county is exceedingly fertile, and exports more fat
cattle than any other two counties in Nova Scotia. The chief religious interest
here is the Roman Catholic. They have a large church edifice and a collegiate
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institution. The drive from Antigonish to Guysburgh would have been most
enjoyable, the country being very beautiful, bad it not rained heavily the
whole way, we being in an open carriage, and thoroughly drenched. ™ Our
journey, however, was rendered tolerable, if not agreeable, by our courageous
fuir friend, Miss N., who, determined to brave tise storm, sung and talked, and
kept others singing and tatking the whole way.

Guysburgh, where we arrived early in the afternocon, is a very guiet «ld
town at the head of Chedebucto Bay. The bay, along the westers side of
which we travelled the same evening to Cape Canso, is a beautiful sheet of
water, and in the summer season presents a most animated spectacle, sowe-
times being literally covered with many hundred fishisg boats, Colonial and
American, engaged in the mockerel fishing.

The road from Guysburgh to Cape Canso is excellent, and the drive most
romantic. Sometimes you pass along the level and pebbly beach, and again
tho road is cut out of the side of a mountain overbanging the sea. Many a
fathom below sou are the tops of the trees and the white swif of the bay
breaking on the rock, while here and there a bridge evosses some foaming and
dashing mountain stream, which, rising in the higher mountains, leaps from
erag to crag, until lost in the blue waters of the bay.

Davkness soon coming on, the rest of the journey seemed tedious and weary.
Thoroughly jaded and sicepy, we were glad to reach the hospitable home of
Mrs. Norris, about midnight.  That worthy lady, expecting only the return of
ber daughter, was no less gratified to find in her company a Congregationn}
Minister.

CAPE CANSO,

As is well koown, is the most easterly spot in Nova Scotia, and as but few of
the rerders of the INDEPENDENT have ever been there, and many may be under
the impressien that it is but a barren rock, on which a few poor fishermen
manage to eke out a precavious and scanty subsistence, it may be fitting that I
should correct such misapprebensions. Cape Canso is a growing, thriving and
enterprising village. The houses have all of them the appearance of e mfort,
and some of them of elegance. ‘The people are refined, inteligent and hospi-
table. A large business is done in the place ; evidence of which is affurded
by the fact, that, although the post-office here is not a furwarding office, upon
‘an average about two thousand letters pass through it every month.  Of course
the chief product of the place is fish, but the trade in that is cartivd on upon
a large scale, and is most_remunerative to the people of Canso. That smong
the many fishermen who live on the main land and the adjacent istands there
is some poverty, we cannot doubt, but even such of their humble dwellings as
we visited had the appearance of neatness and comfort. Tt is ot of course
farming country, but we saw some excellent grass land. Trees are few and of
stunted growth, but only a few miles b: ¢k in the country excellent timber s
found. {t was November when we visited the place, and the weather was
beautiful. I know not a more pleasant watering place in summer than Cape
Canso. Tt is exceedingly healthy, and the numerous istands in the lucality
afford every facility for excursions for boating, sheoting and fishing. There
are three churches bere, the Bapiist, Methodist, and Roman Catholic.  The
first narsed is that of the most numerous body.

Sinee brother Snider left, there bas been no Congregational preaching here,
and there being no prospect of a minister being obtained, or of their being
able to sustain one, the few friends of our cause there decided on selling the
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place of worship. It was accordingly sold last year for a Town Hall, with the
express comlition, that it sbould be open for preaching by Congregational
Ministers whenever desired. The amount obtained for the building, quite a
respectable sum, will be invested by Mis Norris, and will be available to build
another place of worship, for which that lady will give a more eligible site,
should it be deemed advisable to re-establish a cause there in the future.
Should this not be done, tae fund will, by the provisions of the trust-deed, revert
to the nearest Congregational Church, which is at Manchester, where a new
chureh edifice is much r eeded.  We spent two days most agreeably at Cape
Canso with Mrs, Norris and her amiable family, preaching both evenings to
good audiences, and holding pleasant intercourse with Chuistian people of
various denominations. On the Saturday we returned to Guysburgh, and
<rossed over to
MANCHESTER.

This place is not, as some .ovight suppose from its somewhat pretentions
name, either a town or a village, but 4 densely populated and long settled
farming district.  Arriving here on Saturday evening we made straight for the
house of thie Kev. Fredevick Dairen, pastor of the Church in Manchester, and
the oldest Congregational Minister in the Lower Provinces, if not in the North
Amwerican Colonies.  Qur brother, who, though advanced in years is still a
man of wajestic presence, and lively and genial disposition, is of clerical
<escent, being the son of a Congregational and the grandson of a Lutheran
minister. He was the first minister in this place, and his church was the first
charch here.  For half a century he has laboured on, with but few ministerial
brethren to cboperate with him. A famous preacher was brother Dairen in
his younger days, travelling many hundreds of miles te preach the gospel of
Christ.  His name and memory are cherished with deep affection in many 2
househiold, not only in the east of Nova Scotia, but in Cape Breton. He
might be said to be the founder of three Congregational Churches besides that
at Manchester. It was in revival seasons, the fruit of his evangelistic labors
many years ago, that the Churches at Cape Canso, N. S, and Margaree and
the North West Arm, Cape Breton, originated.

Our bratber still preaches ouce every Sabbath to 2 small but warmly attached
congregativn.  He complains, and we think with good cause, of the proselyti-
aing etfrts of other denowinations, by which, since ho has become old and
feeble, large numbers of his people have been induced to join other bodies. It
15, however, rather remarkable, that, for this year or two past attempts a
proselitizing, though vigorous, have been quite unsuccessful, and the litile
chwieh remains firm.  Indeed the tables seem rather to be turning, and many
persuns to be enquiring afier the good old path.  We were informed by brother
Dairen of cases in which the parents had joined other bodies, who pussessed
vounger and attractive ministers, while their children, young people who had
become men and women, refused to go with them, saying that they had always
been Cungregationalisis and meant to remain so.

We remained with brother Dairven over the Sabbath and Monday, preaching
three times on the Sabbath and again on the Monday evening, to excellent
congregations.  We were much struck with the large number of interesting
young people in the congregation, who paid the most marked attention to the
preaching.  We were persuaded thay many were deeply thoughtful, and one
woman, who has long been in darkness and trouble of mind, testificd in open
meeting on Sabbath afterncon that she had found the Saviour. This was to
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us an unexpected though not unpleasant circumstance; the wore 8o, that we
have reason to believe, from subsequont conversation with the woman and
enquiry, that it was so of a truth.

The friends at Manchester seetned much cheered and quickenad by our visit,
and would certainly desire a young mimster, a wish in which brother Dairen
participated; as, fecling that he is no longer adequate to the daties of the
pastorate, he would gladly vesign in favour of a younger brather

Both here and at Cape Canso thers were many who affectionately enquired
after our brother Snider, whose preaching and labvurs here will not soon be
forpotten,

On the Tuesday following we were driven by ane of the (riends of the eauso
a distanco of about eighteen miles, o the Straits of Canso, which separate
Nova Scotia frum Cape Breton.  From Part Mulgrave, where the Straiis are
only about two miles wide, we were conveyed across in a small boat to- Plaster
Cuve, so called from the whnte cliffs of plaster of Paris, which are the most
conspicuous objects from the Nova Scotia shore.

Had we been suddenly transported from the shore of Nova Scotia to the
the west Highlands of Scotland, the change would have been hardly more
remarkable than that which we observed when we crossed the Gut of Canso
into Cape Breton.  The people of Manchester are for the most part of Ameri-
can descent, and their speech bewraveth them; but here in Plaster Cove, and
for seventy miles above it, all is Highland. Nearly every man you meet is a
Scotch Highlander, or the son of one, with the same hardy look and strong
and bony frame. One hews scarcely auything but Geelic in the hotels, Gael'e
in the stores, Gaclic on the streets.

As we drove along to Maton next day, over excellent roads, through a
fertile and well cultivated countrv, with the sea upon our left and the I ity
mountains in ths back ground to the right, we almost fancied ourselves in our
own loved Scotland again.  Our driver, some of whose ancestors might have
fallen on Culloden Muir, fighting for bounie Prince Charlie, amused us by
singing or whistling snatches of Jacobin songs, pibrochs, or strathpeys.  lad
the hills only been covered with the purple heather, and had we occasiomally
been confronted by some ancient feudal castle, or got a glimpse of a kilt, or
heard the strains of the pibroch, we should have believed ourselves upon the
Grampian Hills, where *our father fed his flock.” 1t seemed as if we should
know everybody we met, and indeed we were treated as if we were well
known; fur, being in a locality where there were no hotels or taverns. and
having occasion to call at the house of a Scoteh Highlander to get dinner, our
host indignantly refused any remuneration, though he had hospitably enter-
tained the driver and myself, declaring that he never took anything from a
stranger, but especially from a countryman. Nevertheless he gratefully
received a few tracts, though he was a Roman Catholic.

The greater number of these Highlanders are Rowan Catholic, but they are
good settlers and loval British subjects, many of them having volunteered to
go to Halifax and fight the Fenians during the vecent threatened invasion,
Trwo days more brought us to Margaree, our point of destination, about eighty
miles from the Straits of Canso.

The Margaree, or Marguerite, as it was formerly called, is a8 lovely river,
originating in Lake Ainslie, and having two main branches, one called the
North-East Branch and the other the South-West Branch, both of which wnite
st a place called the Forks, and empty into the sea at Margaree Harbour, about
cight miles below. The North-East Branch passes through a succession of
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extended and very fertile and beautiful valleys, which are separated from cach
other by narrow mountain passes. lntering one of these passes we soon
emerged into the most beautiful of these valleys It was in the form of a
vast amphitheatre, and surrounded on every side by lofty hills. The valley and
the hill sides werg dotted over by numerous pretty farm houses, and large
flocks of cattle and sheep were feeding ou the meadows and the hills. 1t
seemed like an abode of peace and contentment shut in from the rest of the
world, and is certainly one of the loveliest spots we have ever beheld.  Nor
were wo less interested in the Congregational community of about forly
familics, whose inheritance, with the pretty Gothic Church conspicuous in the
midst, is on the west side of the river,

We shall never forges the welcome which we met with from theso people.
Not since the death of their beloved pastor, Mr. Hart, about three years ago,
had they seen the fuce of n Congregational Miuister.

Their history is a most interesting one.

HISTORY OF TIE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCII, MARGAREE.

About forty years ago, when this valley was first settled, four Knglish
families, mostly of the Church of England, agreed to hold a prayer meeting,
at which prayers should be read aceording to the Knglish Prayer Book, One
of their number, who was a Congregationalist, could exhort to edification, and
his gifts were called into requisition.  Thus for a tew years these good people
kept up ordinances with an Episcopal liturgy and Congregational preaching.
About this time the Rev. Frederick Dairen, of Manchester, N. S, visited
them, and, his preaching being blessed to many, a Congregational Church was
formed, of which the “Church” party all became members. Of this little
chureh the Rev. Mr. Hart became pastor on the death of his father, the pious
and gifted brother above named.  For many years he ministered to the people
with varying success, and three years ago he was called to his rest.

The four families have now become forty, and, though other churches have
sprung up in the valley, they still cling to their principles.

Their pastor being dead, and the dilapidated state of the church cdifice
making it uncomfortable for them to meet to worship, they gave up their
meetings for a time. Bat they soon found that they went back. Thuir
children either wandered in the fields or were being drawn 1o other churches,
on the Sabbath. They therefore called a meeting, at which they resolved to
resume their Sabbath serviees, and pray and exhort each other as they best
could ; and further, that they would pull down the old place of worship and
erect a new and larger one.

This movement was blessed. The mectings were resumed in the school
house, and were continued to be well attended by old and young; and souls
have been ““ born there.” A noat Gothic structure, capable of seating about
three hundred, has been erected, though not yet finished. Such was the state
of things on ovur arrival.

OUR RECEPTION.

Wo arrived on a Friday forenoon, about the second week in November.
Though rejoiced to see us, they were grieved that their church edifice were not
fit to preach in, the floor not having been laid nor the windows put in. It was
decided that we should preach that same evening in the school house, when
arrangements would be made for subsequent preaching, The school house
was packed full, and we preached to a people literally thizsting for the word.
After sermon we told them the object of our mission, which was to show the
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intevest which the Congregational Union took in them, to enquire into their
wolfare, and to proffer assistance so far as was in our power. Wo also told
them that we should remain with them for ten days, and would preach every
night, if deshed, and three times each Sabbath. ‘They were only too glad to
accept the offer.

1t was announced by some present that measures would be taken on the
morrow temporarily to fit up the meeting house, and that there would be
service there three times on the Sabbath. On the next day, accordingly, all
the men in the settlement turned out to lay a temporary floor of boards in the
meeting house, bank up the walls, put in some of the windows of the old churck;,
and board up others.

On Sabbath morning we preached to a large congregation in the Church,
but as the day was cold, and there was no stove, many were uncomfortable,
so that it was resolved to meet in the schvol bouse in the afternoon and
evening. These meetings were large and deeply impressive, and at the close
it was announced that we should preach every evening during the week, except
Saturday, in the school house. Nothing daunted, our friends, who were still
resolved to have the meeting house fit for holding the communion of the Lord’s
Supper uext Lord’s day, met in numbers day after day, and before the week
had expired, a proper floor was laid in tl.e Church, the new windows were all
put in, a stove put up, and temporary seats erected. In the mean time large
numbers met every evening to hear the word preached. It was evident that
the spirit of the Lord was at work, maoy seemed deeply impressed, and some
T hope, were truly converted.

That Saturday afternoon will be long remembered there for its most
interesting
CIIURCH MEETING.

This was thrown open to the children of the members and to all who were
serious. 'There was a large attendance, and after preliminary exercises and the
reading of the Church Covenant, and most moving and melting exhortations
by the senior deacon, a venerable saint, and others of the fathers, in all of
which they told the story of their conversion to God, and called upon any of
their sons and daughters who had found the Lord openly to confess Him, and
come forward and join with his people,—a young mau, the head of a fumily,
angd the son of one of the members who had just spoken, arose and told how
some time ago he had been brought under deep conviction by the readin; of
the tract called The Sinner’s Friend, sent by Mr. Andrew Hamilton, of
Toronto, along with some other books, 1o Mr. Haxt, the pastor, who was then
dead; and that he had for some time cherished a strong hope in Christ; and
then carnestly and with many tears he pleaded with his young friends to come
to Jesus. Another followed, a son of the venerable deacon Crantom, and told
how afiliction in the loss of his partner, together with the preaching, had
brought him to the Saviour. Yet another, a man in middle jife, and the head
of a family, the brother of the late miuister, told a tale of inward struggle and
outward triais that melted all to tears, and which had now at Jast brought him
to the Saviour. They were all received into the Church.  Many remained to
be conversed with, some of whom have decided for Christ, but bave not yet
joined the Church. '

The nest day, which was Sabbath, we met with large audiences in the
Church, which was now quite comfortable.  After the morning service, we had
2 happy Comamuuion season; and after the afternoon service, the administration
of Baplism o the children of various families. The evening services conctuded
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my labours here, for, though importuned to remain longer, I could not do so,
since it would have been at the risk of remaining there all winter, as the severe
weather was now set l.'mg m.
We accordingly most reluctantly bade farewell to this interesting people,
romising to do all we could to get them a minister, for whom they have
offered to build a house, and for whose support they have already subscribed
liberally.

Starting about midnight on Sabbath, we reached the Straits of Canso in time
to take the steamer from Prince Edward’s Island to Halifax, and reached our
home in safety on the following Saturday. Never have we enjoyed a missionary
wur more than this one, during which we travelled over a thousand miles,
were absent six weeks, preached twenty-five times, and distributed a number
of tracts; having enjoyed, by the blessing of God, most excellent health.

The Tome Depurinent,

For the Canadian Independent.
OCEAN VOICES.

<

Oh! the sea hath many a changeful tone,
And its thousand voices are all unknown;

Tts whispering tones of music sweet,

When the wailing winds are all asleep,

And its song of rushing, raging might,

In the depth of the black and dreary night;
But the waves of the treacherous smiling deep
Their own dark wisdom ard counsel kecp.

T stood on the sands at the close of day,—

‘On the pebbly beach where the sea-shells lay,—
And heard the waves of the peaccful sea
Breaking in murmuring melody,

Singing that lulling, whispering song,

They sing to the rocks the bright day long.

“The sun looked down from the western sky,
And he tinged the waves with a crimson dye;
The shimmering, sparkling, pearly spray,

He touched with a bright and trembling ray;
And even the sands and the breakers cold
He turned to masses of burnished gold.

Oh! all the face of the boundless sea

A vision of beauty seemed to me.

I stood on the sa: . in the loncly night,

In the rush and roar of the tempest's might,
And heard the waves of the angry sea
Breaking in scornful revelry,

Singing, with loud and vengeful breath,
The wild sea song of storm ard death.

The lightning flashed in the troubled sky,

In the crests of the drifted clouds on high
e touched the waves with an arrowy beam,
And the waters shone with a fiery gleam,
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And then the sky and rocks and shore
Shook with the crash of the thunder's roar:
Oh'! all the face of the raging sea

A vision of fury seemed to me!

And borne on the breath of the wild wind's sigh,
Was it fancy,—that struggling, bitter cry,—

The dull, deep sound of the minute-guns,—

The fainting cry of the drowning ones,—

The helpless, hopeless, anguished prayer

Of the trembling hearts that were sinking there ?

But morning came; and the tranquil Jay
Scattered the clouds and the storm away,
And the hushed sea sang in a low sweet tone,
Whispering mysterious things unknown
But 1 listened not to thy song, O sea!

*I'was beautiful no more to me;

For thou breakest hearts in thy reckless play,
Thou scatterest hope and life away,

And down far beneath thy sparkling waves,
In the starry depths of thy coral caves,

Thou hidest our loved ones in countless graves.

Hamilton, Feb. 12, 1867. Kate PrrLar.

THE ACCEPTED TIME.

In the Spriog of 18—, the Town of B , in Canada West, was the
scene of an extensive and most precious relizious awakening, iu the blessed
results of which nearly all the Protestant Churches in the place participated.
A season of unusual spiritual dearth had preceded it, and long and dreary
seemed the night to the chosen few who,

“ Among the faithless, faithful only found,”

had continued, amid much discouragement, to supplicate the promised
blessing.

Many a time had they looked, as Elijah’s servant did, for a littie cloud of
hope, but bad returned, saying, ¢ there is nothing.”” The beavens were as
brass above, and the carth as iron beneath them, but faith in the promise of
a covenant-keeping God bore them up, notwithstanding the unpropitious
appearances which so often influence us, and they labored and fainted not.

At last the morning of joy succeeded to the night of weeping. The dearth
was at an end, and there was “a sound of abundaunce of rain.”

One of the first indications of the coming shower, or perhaps we should
rather say its first visible effect, was observed in the improved spiritual con-
dition of the churches, the pastors of which were surprised to see coming to
them, among the first enquirers, members of undoubted piety, suffering the
deepest distress on account of their sins and unfaithfulness. They had
looked anew on Him whom they had pierced, and they mourned as one
mourneth for an only son, and were in bitterness as ove is in bitterness for
his first-born.

Special meetings for prayer were instituted at their request, and soon after
enquirers were mulziplied, and flocked to the house of God as doves to their
windows. Our present object will' not permit us to speak of the geueral
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-esults of that gracious work further than to say, that it is hoped that several
hundreds of souls, in all, were savingly impressed and brought to Christ.

Among the regular attendants at the Congregational Church at that time
was Mr. J. R , with his wife and family of five young children. 'The
son of godly parents, he had becn well instructed in the ways of the Lord,
Lut as yet was a stranger to divine grace. Often had he trembled under the
power of the word, and been “almost persuaded to be a Christian,” but he
still delayed for ¢ a covenient season,” until the Holy Spirit seemed to have
almost ceased to strive with him.

Being naturally ambitious and enterprising, and fond of the stir and
excitement incident to ecity life, he had early left his father's home in the
country, and had exchanged the pursuits of farm life for those of trade, and
having exhibited excellent business capacitics, he had become a partner with
a geutleman in some large railway contracts, in the fulfilment of which he
coon became so immersed as to have neither time nor inclination to attend to
the subject of religion. The only matter of that nature that seemed to cause
him any concern was the spiritual welfare of his children, of whom he was
passionately fond; and as to that, his wife, who was a devoted Christian
mother, would attend to them !

F'or & number of years his worldly eareer was one of great prosperity, but
the accumulation of wealth, instead of relaxing his energies, only scemed to
him to demand the devotement of them to business more and more.  7'hat
was nmot a convenient season. e must take advantage of the favouring
wind and tide.”

By and by 'followed a sad reverse, in consaquence of the failure of the
railway company; and now duty to his family and to his creditors, was the
plen upon which the subjeet of religion was waived. He must be more
diligent than ever, or the toils and anxicties of former years would all be lost.
That was a most inconvenient season for him to attend to it.

Strictly moral and temperate, too, he would often shield himself from the
home thrusts of divine truth by comparing hiwself with some inconsistent
professor of religion, and asking how much it would mend matters for him
10 become like him ! We began to fear he was ¢ joined to his idols.”

Just at this juncture occurred the religious awakening to which we have
alluded. Mrs. R was of course much concerned at her husband’s con-
tinued impenitence, and sought to induce him to attend the special serviees.
Friends joined in the request, but for some time without avail. After which
he consented aund went, and soon beecame visibly interested and impressed.
The conversion of several intimate friends deepened the impression, but still
he resisted all appeals, whether publicly or privately made. Like Augustin,
he wished, and perhaps prayed, to be a Christian, but © Lord, not yet !”

His pastor, becoming acquainted with his state of mind, obtained an inter-
view with him, and faithfully urged upon him the necessity of an immediate
acceptance of the Gospel offer, and the cousecration of his heart to Christ.
He listened attentively and respectfully, but was immovable.

Being much thought of, and possessing considerable influence in the com-
munity,—¢ a standard-bearer”® either for God or for Satan,—and therefore
one whom many would in all probability follow, either in his reception or
rejection of the truth, great interest was felt in his case, and special prayer
was offered in private on his behalf. It was evident that a mighty struggle
was going on within, and how it would terminate only the Searcher of hearts.
could u,gl. One stronghold of Satan after another was pulled down,—one

=
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prop after another knocked from under him. He saw his sinfulness and
danger, and knew that his only refuge was Christ. But one thing still with-
held him, and that, as he reluctantly acknowledged to his pastor, was the
state of his worldly affairs. These he must attend to, and they required al/
his time and attention, or his family and his creditors would suffer. He
could uot give his mind to the subject of religion at present ! The conveni-
ent season was yet in the future.

Earnestly and perseveringly did his minister warn him of the danger of
delay,—of the guilt he incurred in resisting and grieving the Holy Spirit,
and trampling under foot the blood of the covenant, of the shortness and
uncertainty of life,—and of the end, more fearful than that of Sodom and
Gomorrha, which awaited those who, with his knowledge and opportunitics,
should negleet so great salvation. And then, approaching him where he had
reason to believe him most sensitive, he urged him, if neither self-love, nor
the love of Christ could move him, to have regard to the eternal well-being
of his children, and set them an example of piety. Mr. R saw and
acknowledged all, but he was decided,—let, the consequences be what they
would, he could not give himself up to serve God then!

We trembled as we heard his decision, and bave often done so since, as
we have looked back upon it, and now know what would have resulted from
it had he been left to ¢ be filled with his own ways.” »

It was a crisis of inconceivable moment to him. His eternal destiny hung
trembling in the balance! Neither he nor his friends could appreciate the
tremendous importance attaching to the step he had taken. He was in the
prime of life, and in robust health, and if ever it was justifiable and safe to
procrastinate in such matters it scemed as if it might be then. The sequel
will show whether it was or not.

Happily for him he was not permitted to follow out his resolve. Effectual
fervent prayer on his behalf prevailed. The Spirit of God was stronger than
the Spirit of evil, and He who subdued Saul of Tarsus and led him as a
trembling captive into Damascus, triumphed over the stubborn and impenitent
J. R , and brought him, shortly afterwards, as an huwble and rejoicing
believer to the foot of the cross, and into the fold of the Good Shepherd.

¢ That Sabbath day was a high day” for the Church in B——, when he,
along with over sizty others, many of whom were, like himself, heads of
families, publicly professed their faith in Christ, and sat down together at his
table. And of all that rejoicing company none were happier than J. R
and his beloved partner, now twice dear to each other, because hencefurth
united in the tender and indissoluble tie of love to Christ. With what deep
cmotion did he sing at that communion table,—or rather hear others sing,
for his own heart was too full for utterance,—the sweet words of Dr. Watts ;

¢ Why was I made to bear thy voice,

And enter while there’s room,

When thousands make a wretched choice,
Aud rather starve than come ?

T was the same love that spread the feast,
That sweetly forced me in;

Else I had still refused to taste,
And perished in my sin.”

The transformation was complete, and the world saw and confessed that it
was the work of the Spirit of God.

A few months after, Mr. R- had occasion to visit T accompanied
by his wife. Having got through with his business, he purchased, just before
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taking the train for H—— on their way home, a fumily Bible,—not, as is
often the case, for ornament, but for use at domestic worship. Alas! they
were never to use it, or gather their children around them more !

Onward sped the iron horse with his train of living freight, some on one
crrand and some on another, but'none on board suspecting that there was
‘‘but a step between them and death.” In one group might have been seen
a merry party, and in the centre of it a bridal pair, going to the Falls to
spend their honey-moon. In another sat Mr. Z , the wealthy and enter-
prising banker, on his way to C——, where he was erecting for himself a
princely mansion he was never to see completed ; and surrounding him a
company of merchants and railroad men, absorbed in the discussion of mat-
ters which, in a few moments, were to shrink into insignificance before the
solemn realities of that eternity into which some of them were about to be
hurried.  QOthers, there, were returning from a distance,—

¢ Safe through a thousand perils brought,”

and expeeting at the next station .the warm embrace of friends awaiting
them. They are already preparing to leave the cars, for they are but a mile
from the city; three minutes more, and oh, borror ! the bridge over the
has given way, and the eagine has plunged into a watery abyss,
dragging down with it one car afier another, and in a few moments more,
about fifty of -that thoughtless company are either drowned, or crushed to
death by the frightful catastrophe !

We have neither the heart nor the pen to atterapt a description of that
awful scene as reported to us by an eye-witness. The struggle for life was
short but desperate, and vast sums of money were offered by the rich to any
who would rescue them. But the rich man’s gold, and the mighty man’s
greatness, availed them nothing there,—

‘ « The die was cast,
The turbid steam of life was ebbing,”—
and death, inexzorable, elaimed his prey !

~Among the killed on that melanchely oceasion were Mr. and Mrs. J.
R With lightoing flash the sad intelligence reached their home, and
deep beyond expression was the sorrow it awakened, and the sympathy that
was felt for their orphan children. But quick as that lightning’s flash, and
almost before we had time to think of the loss we had sustained, came
the glad thought,—* Thank God, he issafe!” And then came the dark
reflection, the very shadow of which chilled our spirit,— But what if he
had waited for a convenient season till now ?” ‘

Reader, are you waiting?  Is it any safer for you than it would have been
for him to do so? ¢ Behold Now is the accepted time ; behold Now is the
day of salvation.” Ww.

.

SCHOLASTIC RIGIITS AND DUTIES OF PARENTS.

Rights and duties are inseparable ; they must be accepted or rejected together.
In the case under consideration, they centre on one common object, namely,
the welfare of the children; and since they bave but one end, it is evident that
they should operate together. Separate them, gnd in many cases they may
and do nullify each other; unite them, and almost anything desired can be
executed.

Education means simply ‘leading forth” Physical education may be com-
pared to the attention given to the proper construction of the human locomotive;
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intellectual education forms and developes its motive power, and moral educatior:
applies this power to its proper use—instructing it how to labor for the com-
mon good of society. It is yet very questionable whether these portions of one
whole can wisely be separated and placed under different delegated authorities
It is certain, however, that they all centre under the proper charge and special
supervision of parents.

Notwithstanding this general admission, it is singular, and much to be
regretted, that both here and in Burope, many if not most writers on the subject
of educai.on, ignore or forget the use of parental power. Their strictures refer
to children and teachers, while the rights and duties of parents are rarely dis-
cussed. To make no use of these highest natural authorities, is to set them
aside as worthless, Is this wise? Consider how important a part for gnod
or evil home education is constantly performing!

Tirst, then, parents have supreme right over their chiddren. Any other
authority esercised by the state, city, or another individual, is only delegated
Penalties for neglect of duties by parents or their delegates, are therefor:
naturally and rightly visited upon the former in afier-life.

In order to make a proper choice of a delegate, parents have a right to
enter school during working hours. The capacities of children are so various,
that the abilities of a teacher cannot always be correctly estimated by an
exaraination of his pupils. One hour’s careful inspection of a school will give
a better idea of the irustworthiness and capability of a teacher than a volume
of regulations, or a yard of printed reforcuces. To neglect this daty is, on the
part of the parents, a serious error.

Parents have no right to expect more than a simple recognition of their
presence in the school-room, inssmuch as teachers are paid fur the use of thei:
time, and have no right to appropriate the time set apart for tuition, to othe:
purposes than those for which they are remunerated.

1t is not wise for parents to take counsel of their children in regard to whut
school the latter prefer, for it is natural in them to prefer play to study.

If parents wish their children to respect & teacher, and to improve under
his training, they will do well not to relate their own youthful delinquencies
and schuol pranks, in the presence of their little ones, unless they desire them
to be imitated, with additions and improvements, first at school, afterwards a:
home.

It is miserable policy on the part of parents to threaten children with tise
school as a place of punishment. It forms a barier which must be removed,
before children can pass up the hill of knowledge.

Having selected an instructor, it is the duty of the parents to support hi®
ordinances as supreme laws over their children at home as well as at school:
Any clashing betweea parental and scholastic authority is productive only o
evil.

When parenls can be relied upon, teachers can render the simplest home
deprivations the most effectual punishments. Latitude in amusement should.
slways be regulated by high or low standing in the sehool.

When parents negleet their duty, they set before the children a lesson in
negligence. To forget to si‘gn the weekly report, is to lead them into paths
of disorder and disobedienee. It is an unmanly wrong to the children.

Pacents who, to please themselves, sacrifice their children to ignorance, by
constantly writing excuses for their lessons, are very reprehensible. Three
regular exemplars of this erime are sufficient to demoralize a school.
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The public will is in this country suprewe. TParents should understand that
they form and model the systems in operation in our public schools.. 1f they
demand the yight to elect politicians to perfurm their proper parental work, they
have litle right to complain if it be ill done. In private schools the same care-
lessness on the part of parents, as to the use of the right of their supervisory
power, begets carelessness in the children, and sometimes in the teachers.  For
the many aberrations which spring from this neglect, fathers and mothers, the
blame rightly rests on yourselves.

Principals of schools aud teachers have been lectured, addressed, written to
and written at,in order to post them well as to the best methods of performing
rightly their parts in the great woik in which they are engaged. Volumes
upon volumes have been addressed to children and youths with the same pur-
pose and intent.  Alas! even in our most elaborate educational compilations,
how short and bow few are the paragraphs devoted to the instruction of parents
with regard to their duties; how little care has been taken to obtain their
co-operation, or to secure their aid and power over their families, as instruments
requisite to and necessary for the full developement of all that is worthy of
commendation in any system, either of public or private school education!—
Educational Monthly.

DEACON M’S PRAYER.

A young lady was taking a pleasant walk oue summer day in a deeply shaded
woodland, and, being weary, sat down to rest on a secluded mossy bank near
the summit of a hill. Presently she heard a voice, as of one engaged in
e.rnest conversation, and, on advancing a step or two, she saw good old Dea-
conlM. coming leisurely up the hill, the rains hanging loosely over his horse's
neck.

“ What can he be talking about so earnestly ? she thought; but directly
she heard the voice of prayer, and the words which God’s providecce caused
to be especially impressed upon her mind were these:

¢ 0O Lord, bave mercy on the dear youth of this place.”

The good old man rode on, but the voice of prayer was heard after he had
disappeared from her view in the leafy depths of the forest.

The young lady was struck with the thought, «Is this the way christians go
about the town and mingle with the world? Do they pray thus for souls?
I have hardly ever prayed for my own.”

From that day and hour she began to pray, and became herself the first
fruits of a glorious revival. The good deacon’s prayer was answered even while
it was being offered.

CHILD'S IDEA OF A CHILD’'S PRAYER.

Little Nellie, who was only four years old, no sooner saw work laid aside,
than she ran to her mamma’s knee and claimed a seat there. Mis. Lee lifted
her to her lap, and went on busily thinking of her duties and cares, while she
rocked herself and Nellie to and fro.

For a time, Nellie amused herself very quietly by winding a string in and
out through her fingers ; but presently she began talking to herself in a low
tone : «“ When I say my prayers, God says, ¢ Hark ! angels, while I hear a
little noise. ” Her mamma asked her what noise she meant.

“ A: little girl’s noise. Then the angels will do just so (shutting her mouth
very tight and keeping it so for a moment) till Isay Amen,
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Isn’t this a sweet thought 7 I wonder if the children who read this story
of little Nellie have ever thought how wonderful it is that God always hears
their prayers.  He is surrounded by thousands and thousands of angels, all
singing and praising Ilim with their golden harps ; and yet, through all the
music and all the praises, Ile hears the softest prayer of a little child koeeling
by the bedside. He must be very loving and very kind to children. W e should
think he would sometimes forget, and be listening to the beautiful sounds in
heaven, ins ead of to the prayer of a little child. But He never does. There
is never tvo much singing or too many praises there for Him to hear a little
girl’s noise. Do you not wonder that children do not pray to Him much more
and much ofterer than they do?

Gorveespondenye,

NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS.

We have to express our thanks to our valued contributors for the generous
confidence with which they place their articles in our hands, to publish, or
withhold, or abridge, according to our judgment. We may sometimes try
their faith, but we will ask them still to believe that there is a reason, and a
good reason, for all that we do and do not do with the materials furnished us.

It may be well to add, that we cannot always acknowledge, either here or
privately, the receipt of deferred or.declined communications.

This wmonth for the first time, our “Ilome Department” contains an
original story. Que more prize tale (that-ought-to-have-been) is in hand.
Shall we not have more ? DBut let them be very good, for these domestic
manufactures have to compete with a large stock of imported goods.

We are publishing so much of contemporancous # Church History” in this
puwber, that our usual chapter of ¢ materials” is deferred until next month.

We hope that not one missionary meeting will be left unreported when our
next issue appears.

A MESSAGE FROM THE LATEST « EXILEYY

My Dear Broraer,—You can hardly imagine the peculiar pleasure it gives
me to find, as I do from the last number of the Independent, that the Canadian
Congregational Churches are likely to profit not a little from the removal of
several of their Ministers to the Lower Provinces, and these United States;
for, happily, you don’t know how much “fonder” towards them the “ absence”
of an “exile” ‘“makes the heart grow.” And perhaps you have never been
naughty enough to get a chance of learning that a joy to the heart is some-
times a salve to the conseience—but you have no space for either my feelings
or moralizing.

Allow me to suggest the question, whether in the Zndependent’s many excel-
lent articles on Christian liberality—or rather on the lack of it,—it would not
be right and wise to recognize the class of brethren who do give according to,
perhaps often above, their ability? Who of us has not had many happy
evidences that there s such a class? Aund can we well neglect to give them
honourable rention while censuring less noble ones?
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T'or several reasons I wish it to be understood that T was as well supparted
at Southwold after the Chureh relinquished Missionary aid as before; and that,
thongh my salary was nominally small, circumstances made it sufficient.  If I
had eonsented to remain there, it would have been inereased; but 1 thought,
and think still, that it was best for me to seck another sphere.

And I have found just such a sphere as I could desire, if it weie only in
dear Canada!  But it is within the limits of “the great commission.”  Your
room is s3 crowded with indispensable matter that I'shall not ask leave to give
particulars.  When you want an Iowa correspondent of the * Weckly,” be sv
kind as to let me know; for next to the pleasure of hearing news is telling it.

Yours very truly,
Sabula, Towa, Feb. 13th, 1867. Jases M. Swrru.

MISSIQNARY MEETING AT MANILLA.

Your correspondent having attended other missionary meetings in company
with a strong deputation, proceeded to MANILLA alone.  After a drive from
Bowmanville of between forty and fifty miles, through Oshawa, Columbus,
Raglae, Prince Albert, and Borelia, on Tuesday 5th February, reached Manilla
imwmediately after the Kev, ®. McGregor had commenced the meeting there,
half fearful that the distance had interfered with the arrival of the expected
visitor. Notwithstanding the astraction of a free lecture in the Presbyterian
Chureh immediately adjoining, there was 2 goodly number who had met to
uphold the interests of our Missionary Society. No other speaker being
present, there was ample opportunity to present the claims of the cause, and
to endeavour to add intensity to the fire of zeal. A collection was taken up,
amouuting to ten dollars; and it was understood that the collectors would
set to work immediately. It was cheering after the long drive to reccive, at
the close of the meeting, the cordial greetings of a warm hearted people.
Next day we spent in visiting several families, and preached in the evening.

This field presents features of much interest. The esteemed minister who
labours here has strong claims on our prayers and sympathy. He toils in a
sphere well worthy of present support, and destined in the future amply to
repay all expenditure. Qur Brother had just returned from a missionary
jouruey of great length, and attended with considerable danger, undertaken
for the special benefit of the Gaelic speaking brethren of Osprey and
Kincardine.

Tmos. M. REIKIE.
Bowmanville, 19:th Feb., 1867.

Ditevarvy Aotices.

A work from the pen of I'rincipal Campbell of Aberdeen, on The Theory
of the Eldership, (Blackwood), is reviewed in the February number of the
Record of the Canada Presbyterian Church. Both the reviewer and the
author “have felt the difficulty of accepting the common theory of the elder-
ship, on the sole ground of Calvin’s interpretation of 1 Tim. v. 17, ¢ Let the
elders which rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they
which labour in word and doctrine.”

Dr. Campbell’s object is to show that the authority thence claimed for two
classes of officers, one ruling only, and the other teaching and ruling, “rests



376 LITERARY NOTICES.

on no formal ecclesiasiical sanction, and has long been abandoned as untenable
by the most learncd fiiends of the Eldership ” The reviewer thiuks that the
position can ve made goud, and that in the disputed passage the emplasis is
—where Dr. Wardlaw and oihers of our own writers place it—on the word
“labour,”’—%who lubvur muck in preaching aud teaching the Guspel of
Christ.”  Dr. Campbell shows that this was the interpretation held by Iinglish
Presbyterians befure the Westminster Asserbly, by the learned Vitringa and
Blondel, and by the Assembly itself, and that it was aceepted Ly the Church of
Scotland in 1647, when ratitying the Confession.

It is further admitted that it is manifest from the New Testanent that all
ordained Presbyters should be “apt to teach,” and that they are called
“bishops,” “pastors,” and “teachers ;” which is confirmed by quutations fiom
writers of the third and fourth centuries, and the examgles of the Waldensian,
Bohemian and Malabar Churches, the « assessors in church-judicatories” being
“not New Testament Presbyters, but only seniors or lay-representatives of the
people.”

Dr. Campbell finds a precedent for admitting the laity into the “deliberative
and legislative assemblies of the Church,” in Acts xv., where *the brethien”
are conjoined with “the apostles and elders.”

It is said that the requiring of a iay-represendative all the qualifications
which the New Testament demands of the presbyter or bishop, hinders many
scrupulous persons from accepting the office. * Ooe advantage of the theory
is, that it takes away what has always been a weak point in our defences, and
that @ brings us nearer to the Congregationalists on the one hand, and to the
Episcopalians on the other.”

We gladly recognise and reciprocate the fraternal feeling here manifested ;
and we greatly hounour the love of truth, the deference to Scripture, and the
controversial courage which have led 10 such au examination and have followed
it out to such results. Had such a spirit been more common,—as Whately
puts it, “the desire to be on the side of Scripture rather than to have Serip-
ture on our side,"—theological debates had been fewer, and christian charity
more prevalent,

Since writing the above, we have noticed the following enquiry by a minister
on behalf of himself and others, addressed, by a singular coincidence, in the
same month, to the Presbyteriun, organ of the “Kirk” in Canada :

“What authority is there for the generally received distinction between
teaching and ruling elders? I use the term elders, in the sense of
the New Testament, upon which we profess to found our ecclesiastical
constitution. Dues not the New Testament combine the functions of
teaching and ruling, functions which are indeed inseparable—in one
class of officials, all the members of which have the same status as recognized
under the interchangeable designations, Episcopol, Presbyteroi, thatis ministers,
as we usually call them, bishops or elders as we might more properly call
them ?  If the New Testament, or the standards of our Church following the
New Testament, recognize the distinction, my difficulty in a theoretical point
of view disappears.  But if no such distinction is recognized by these authori-
ties, what warrant is there for converting laymen into any other kind of elder,
than the bishop or pastor?  Why should we not have laymen, the most intel-
ligent, influential, and zealous members of our congregations, that can be found,
sitting as members of our Church courts in the capacity of laymen, and repre-
senting the people or laity because elected by the people from time to time, to
represent them?  Representatives represent clectors.  Llders represent the
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elders who elect them. Properly speaking, we have no lay representatives in
our Church courts. Is it undesirable that laymen eleet representative laymen ?
Would this be contrary to the New Testament 77

We are sure that our Presby terian brethren will cordially receive two sugges-
tions arising out of this subject,—namely, 1. Whether they may not find in the
¢ deacons” of the Pastoral Ipistles, the ¢ lay-representatives” they desiderate;
officers as distinctly belonging to a fully-constituted church as “ ¢lders” them-
selves, thuugh not generally found among them ; and, 2. Whether the
service of deacons as represenlatives in many matters, dves nut still leave
altimate church-power in the hands of “the brethren.” In Acts xv. 22, “ the
whole church” at Jerusalem tovk partin the so-called Council; while in 1 Cor
v. 4, the expulsion of an offender was to be the act of the church *“when
gathered together.”

Tue Fncrisn INDEPENDENT waxes better and better. The first time it
“came out in its new suit,”’ there was some stiffuess and awkwardness in its
movements, but now it is more at ease. Nos. 2, 3, 4 and 5 show 2 decided
progression in every respect.

Tae BriTist QUARTERLY REVIEW for January did not reach us till the
19th of February! A rapid glance over its contents discovers a rich number.

Mr. Binney recently delivered a lecture to the Young Men’s Christian
Association of London, on “The Town Life of a Young Man from the
Country,” based on the story of Joseph. It is said that Mr. B. ¢ never
addressed an andience with greater animation,” applying ¢ the chief incidents
of the story in a masterly manuver to the ¢ business and bosows’ of youug
City men.” It will no doubt be expanded into 2 book, and make a capital
one, too.

Should any of our readers desire to inform themselves in respect to the
origin, kistory and meaning of the services in the Anglican Prayer Book, they
will probably find no better aid than a volume recently published by Rivingtons,
(imperial 8vo, pp. 760, price 36s.) under the tile of The Annotated Buok of
Comnmon Prayer, being an Historical, Ritual, and Theological Commentary
on the Devotional System of the Church of Kngland ; edited by Rev. J. H.
Blunt, M. A, . S. A’ The Editor has had the co-operation of several able
contributors.

The Life and Correspondence of Archbishop Whately, by his daughter
Miss E. §. Whately, assisted by Mr, Herman Merivale, has recently appeared,
(2 vols. 8vo, 28s, Longmans). Some unauthorised memoirs have already
appeared, for the most part made up of dubious anccdotes. The present
work is the life of the emivent philosopher and divine. He was a man of
very honest and kindly disposition, yet destitute of imagination, and deficient
in sympathy ; in socicty a c nfessed “bear™ and too skilful in repartee ; in
literature, the embodiment of the coolest common sense both in thought and
language ; and in the Church, rather an antagonist of error than an awakener
of faith. He had some fine powers, great integrity, and singnlar opportuni-
ties, worked hard and lived yurdly ; se that heleft a good mark and a deep
oue on his own generation.
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Dr. William Smith, who is a Professor in New College, London, (Congrega-
tional), and Editor of the ‘Bibla Dictionary,” has recently issued two
valuable buoks, entitled respectively 7%e Studens’s Manual of Old and of New
Testament History, with Maps and Plans.  (Post 8vo, 7s. 6d. each, Murray).

A second editionh as appeared of Westcott's General Survey of the Canon
of the New Testument (Macmillan). The author is thoroughly competent to
treat of this important and difficult subject, being learned, Jogical, and fearless,
yet not rationalistic.

Messrs. Trubner announce, under the title of ¢ Natal Sermons,” a series of
discourses preached by Bishop Colenso in his Cathedral Chureh of St. Peters,
Mavitzburg. Among them are discourses on “The Devouring Fire,” ¢ The
Fallibility of the Seriptures,” ¢ Signs and Wonders,” ¢ Demoniacal
Possessions,”” and * Abraham’s Sacrifice.”

Murray also promises new editions of Hallum’s Worlks (10 vols. post 8vo.,
6s. each) ; of Dean Milman’s Historical Works,—his Histories of the Jews,
of Christianity, and of Lutin Christianity, (1o vols. same size and price) ;
and of Layard’s Ninceek and Babylon (same size, 7s. 6d.)

In the like form also Chapman and Hall advertise a uniform edition in 16
vols. of the Works of Thomas Cariyle.

The authorship of Lcco Hume, which had been traced, as it was thought, to
Professor Seely, of University College, London, son of the well-known « Evan-
gelical” bookseller, is relegated into the regions of mystery, as the publisher of
the work denies the truth of the above rumounr.

Our American exchanges are animadverting, with a not uncalled-for seve-
tity, upon the slurs and flings at orthodox doctrine and evangelical christians,
with which Dr. 0. W. Holmes and other writers taint the pages of the Atlantic
Monthly.

Rritish md Soveign Record.

A remarkable conference was beld in London, on the 21st January, between
chosen representatives of working men and these of varions Chyistian Churches,
with the view of ascertaining the causes which kept such large numbers of
skilled artisans away from the churches.  The fuet was too notorious, that the
working people did not come; the meeting was held 1o discuss the reasons.
The Lstabiished Church was represented by Dean Stanley, Professor Maurice,
and some Evangelieal clergymen; the Congregationalisis by Mr. Binvey,
Newman Hall, Dr. Raleigh, Rev. J. 1. Wilson, and many more; the Baptists,
by Mr. Brock, Rev. E. White, and others; the Presbrterians, by Dr. Edmond;
besides a considerable number of laymen of the several bodies, including Mr.
Hughes, M. P., Mr. E. Miali, Mr. .J. M. Ludlow, Mr. Johu McGregor, dec.
The working men were fully and ablv represeuted. [t was understood that the
Divine origin of Christianity was not to come into debate, but merely the hind-
rances which might be found in church-going peaple and in church-arrange-
ments.  The mecting began at 2 and closed at 9 p.m.; an intermission having
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been taken for tea. Mr. Miall was appointed Chairman. Rach speaker being
restricted to ten minutes, a great number were heard, chiefly, as was natural,
on the working-men’s side. They had many reasons to give for their abscence
from places of worthip. Prominent among these was the allegation, that
churches and chapels were built and their arrangements ordered for the well-
to-do, that the working classes were put into some obscure part of the buildings
and taken no notice of, and that through the week, they had no intercourse
with those in a higher stratmum of social life, while many relisious professors
were harsh and grinding in their treatment of their work people. It was also
corplained of, that ministers and leading church-goers showed no sympathy
with artisans on the franchise-question, and took part with capital agaiust lubour.
The necessity for recreation in the open air, after six days’ work, was much in-
sisted on. Numerous comp'aints were made of sermons, of some as being too
metaphysical and difffeult, of some as being too weak, And it was also frankly
admitted, that one powerful cause lay still deeper, in a dislike to religion iiself.

We have no doubt that this conference will do good. It was a notewortby
sign of the times, to have the two parties face to face, saying what they thought
of each other with the desire of coming nearer together.

One thought continually occurs to us in reading such reports, and the many
other evidences of a “great gult fixed” between different « classes” in Great
Britain.  Some persons are greatly annoyed at the levelling, democratic spirit
of this New World, where “every man is as good as every other man—and a
litile better”—and long for more of that social stratification which prevails in
aristocratic communities; provided, of course, that we—the complainants—
belong 10 the upper classes  The genius of the American continent forbids
such a condition, however; and when we read of statements like those above
quoted, we are more reconciled to some inconveniences hence resulting.  Here,
working people are not repelled from churches, and, thank God! they come;
though too many, even yet, stay away.

Bravo, Itany! The newly-united Italians ave setting a noble example to
the other old-world kingdows, by being the first to sever the Church from the
State. They will not be the last, however.

Goon ~Nkws rroMm RoMe.—Under this heading we put the suicidal
course of the Papal Government in finbidding Protestant worship within the
walls, the moment the backs of the French soldiers were turned.  T'wo Scotch
preachers and one American were silenced, and a British Consul—one Severn
—disgraced himself and his countiy by the servile wanner in which he leut
himself to carrying out the orders of the Court. The wily Antonelli
suggested a “dodge” Ly which a collision with the United States might be
avoided,—viz., the removal of the archives of the Awmeriean Legation to the
room where the services were held; so that it wight be protected and
privileged by the national flag. But the Kirk and Free Church must go
outside the walls as the Knglish Church had alveady done. 1t is well, at a
time when the Temporal Power is trembling in the balaucee, and ever-inereas-
ing privileges are demanded for the  Church”” of other governments, that the
world should see what the Pupacy would do, if it could, and dared.
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Officint,
RECEIVED FOR LONDON BICENTENARY HALL.

Rev. K. M. Fenwick, $5; Rev. F. H. Marling, $5; Rev. W. Clarke, $5;
Rev. W. F. Clarke, $5; Mr. 8. Hodzskin, $5.

W CrawkE.

Paris C. W. Feb. 12th 1867.

[The wbove list reminds us of an observation made on one for the same
object in Kogland, viz., that the title ¢ Reverend” occurred too often in pro-
portion. Brethren of the laity, assert your rights! Down with clerical
monopoly !—Iip.]

ST. FRANCIS ASSOCIATION.

The next meeting of the St. Francis Association of Congregational Minis-
ters will be held at Waterville, on the 2ad Tuesday in March, (12th,) preacher
Rev. M. A. Sherring, Primary; Rev. A. Duff, Alternate.

RECEIPTS FTOR WIDOWS' AND ORPIIANS’ FUND.

Paris church (from three members) $3 00; Vankleek Hill Church, §7 53 ;
Zion Church, Montreal, 842 35 (private subscriptions may increase this
amount); St. John’s Church, Newfoundland, $12 00.

J. C. BArTON,
Montreal, Feb. 20th, 1867. Treasurer.

CANADA INDIAN MISSION.

As T have been for some time collecting for the Canada Indian Mission, I
beg leave to report as follows :—

Taronto, $105; Hamilton, $25; Paris, $44 65; Burford, $14; London,
$15; Southwold, 817 65 ; Forest, Bosanquet, &e., up to date, $8. T next go
to Warwick and Sarnia, and, after taking Guelph and vicinity, shall visit the
churches east of Toronto.

Joun BrowN, Collecting Agent.
Forest, Feb. 19th, 1867.

NAews of the Chavches.

LtSunny-side” in Paris C. W.—That was 2 “Dbright light in the cloud,”
recorded in the last number of the Casadian ILudrpendent, under the title of
“ Sunny-side in Toronto.”” We hope that more of our ill paid Pastors will
realize some rags of sunshine in the form of purses firled with golden picces, a'tnd
cheering additions to their inadequate salaries. Same of these rays of sunshine
bhave lately fallen upon the pastor of the Congregational Church in this town.

At the end of the first year of his pastorate, the inerease of finances seemed
to warraus an addition of $100 to his salary, which was kindly and promntly
voted. Then, on New Year’s day a kind note was received from a few ladies of the
Church, containing twenty dollars. Shortly after fullowed a barrel of fine flour
aod some other valuable items, from friends whbo do not make the left hand
acquainted with the benevolent disbursement of the right haud. Then the last
burst of sanshine, bringing with it light and warmth ard heat, was received in
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the form of good seasoned beech and maple firewood, which measured fifteen
cords and was worth in this locality $50. The value of this surprise gift was
enhanced by the fact that the wood bad to be purchased and then drawn fifteen
miles to the pastor’s dwelling.  Nor were there wanting willing hearts and hands
to unload and stack it under cover, while the ladies, ever first in works of.
usefulness, were there with baskets of provisions, which made the parsvnage
elow with the sunlight of christian beneficence.

Nov is this all that is being done for the good cause here. Some months back o
sentleman presented the church with a building lot for a parsonage, worth not
less than 3400, to which he has since added $100 in cash.  Another gentleman
gives 8500, which other gifts have increased to $1000. The ladies too have
been indefatigable in pushing the affair along. In sunshine and in shade, amid
the fall rains and the winter storms, they have condueted their sewing civeles,
socialsand soirees, so that we have already secured about twelve hundred dollars,
with the subscription list still progressing. and we hope in the summer to see
erected a eomfortable house for our miaister, without the incubus of debs. To
God be all the praise!

Paris C. W, Feb. Tuh, 1866. Ww. C.

Annual Meeting of Zion Churcla, Montreal.—The annual meeting of
this church aod congregation took place on the 16th January.  As usual on such
oceasions, there was a very full attendance. Rev. Dr. Wilkes, the Pastor, gave
a brief but interesting statement of what the Church had done during the past
year, and of the accessions and losses 10 the membership. There bad been
received 28, that is to say, by letter 19, and by profession 9. “Twenty-three had
been dismissed to other churches, 5 had been taken away by death, 3 erased, and
2 excommunicated. The total uvumber of members was now 426, The
congregation numbered 1100, and about 100 met at the Wolfe St. Mission,

The following contributions had been made by the congregation during the
past year, exclusize of what has been raised for various other oulside efforts :—
Weekly Offering, $4.150 ; Mission Building, 3948; by the Sunday School for
Mission Buildieg, $140; Fellowship and Charity Fund, $§492; Doreas Society,
$60; Congregational Missionary Saciery, $937; Congregational College, $308 3
Congregational Union.$114 ; London Missionary Society, $234; Awmerican Biard
Mission. §287; Ladies Missionary Association, $209; Claim for Italy, $150;
Charch Buailding, $100 ; French Canadian Missionary Society.$472 ; Canada San-
day School Union, $140; Montreal Ausiliary Bible Society, $303 ; Young Men’s
Christian Associativn, 3300 ; City Mission, $150 ; Sailor’s Institute, $200 ; total,
$10,014.

In the course of his remarks, Dr. Wilkes urged on the congrezation a more
general support of the CaNap1an INDEPENDENT, and said he could beartily endorse
a statement in 2 recent number of the late Palriof, that this Journal was the
ables: British esponent of Cungregationalism outside of Loandon.

Montreal, February, 1867. Toca.

Sherbrooke Donation and Festival.—The Congregational Church and
Society of Sherbrooke and Lennosville held their ¢ Pastoral Visit” in the vestry
of the chureh, vn 27th January, and associated with it a Sabbath School Festival.
The numhers attending far esceeded those of previous years, and all seemed
pleased. Two christmas trees stood, one on each side of the desk, and were
laden with apples, confections, &e. After tea and its adjuncts, as usual plenti-
fully provided by the ladies, the Hon. J. S. Sanborn, in the name of this large
assembly. presented the Pastor with a christmas box containing S140 ; and the
Muyor, J. G. Robertson, Esq., stripped the trees of their contents, and handed
them to the children of the Central and Mission Sunday Schools, to their no
small joy and delight. The choir discoursed some esceilent mu. ic. Among the
pieces was one addressed to *¢ our Pastor.”



382 NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.

Revival in Chebogue, N. S.—The Rev. Mr. Burpes, of Yarmouth, in 8
business letter to our publisher, says, under date of January 26, “1 delayed re-
mitting in the hope of making a thorongh canvass for the “C. L” But since
Jaly last, I bave had Mr, Gray’s charge added to my own ; involving more work
than one man can possibly perform with satisfaction. The work was inereased
bappily by a revival in Chebogue, which demanded unvemitting attention fur
several weeks, during which time we hela four or five services weekly  Thirteen
have been added to the church, and others profess conversion, but have not yet
come forward. Correspondence, in such circumstances became very dificult, and
the canvass proposed an impossibility. I was glad to bave such work to do, even
although it projected other work into the future beyond my expectation. Possi-
bly you may hear from me again; for I quite endorse what is said in the
«C. L,” of the desirablencss of a wider circulation of the magazine among our
people.”’

Church formed at Vespra, C. W.—Rev. J. G. Sanderson writes:—We
have lately bad the great pleasure of organising a chureh in the Township of
Vespra, ata settlement about five miles west of the first Congregational Churceh,
Qro. The place is inhabited by persons of various denominations, who up tu @
very late period have had scarcely any religious privileges. Although there was
not one Congregationalist among them, yet they were always pleased to have me
preach in the locality, which I did occasionally during the last year or two ; Litely
however, we have had preaching nearly every Sabbath evening. In connection
with the Wesleyans and Primitive Methodists, who preach every Sibbath afier-
noon alternately, we occupy & union chapel, lately built, aud capable ol seating
about one hundred and seventy persons. The result of our preaching has heen
that persons have been stirred up to consecrate themselves to the service of tho
Yord. Several of these made request to be united in chureh fellowshin, according
to the principles of our order. After visiting each candidate, and encourazing
thuse who gave evidence Christian character, a day was appointed 10 meet together
for the purpose of organization. At the time appuinted there were®en candidates
present, with representatives from the Oro Congregational Church, and other
denominations. After I had preached, an excellent address was delivered by Me.
Ronald, a Local preacher of the Baptist, Open Communion, church, a few miles
distant, when the candidates made profession of their faith in Christ, and cove-
nanted with one another to walk in Christian fellowship, according to the Guspel,
to observe the ordinances of religion, to endeavour to build each other up in
Christ, and generally to advance the Redeemer's kingdom. The Sabbath foliow-
ing the church met for the first public celebration of the Lord’s Supper. Afrer
the customary services, an address was delivered relative to the covenaunt that they
had entered into with the Lord, to be Ifis forever, and with one another, to walk
in Christian fellowship, when the newly constituted church being called upon
rose up to signify their faith on Christ, and to confirm the covenant made with
one another. Several members of the Oro church and of other dGenominations,
being present, then rose to their feet to express their affectionate sympathy and
recagnition of them as a band of the church of Chmst. The whole services weve
profitable, as well as impressive. May the church never forget the vow they took
upon themselves. At such a time one could seaveely hiclp having mingled feelings
of pain and pleasure; pleasure, that some had come out from the world and were
standing nobly on the Lord’s side ; and pain, that so many of the congregation
were without Christ.  There is a great work to do heve.  May the Almighty give
us strength to go on labouring and bless the labour with ahuadant suceess.

Bolton Village, Albion.—For the reasons noted in Mr. Day’s report of the
missionary meeting here, Rev. J. Wheeler has resigned his pastorate of the chure®,
to take effect on the first Sunday in May, which will cmplete the twenty -sceond
year of his ministry in the place. [t has cost bim a severs strugsle to yield to
this necessity.
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«Rev. J. M. Smith, late of Canada,” rays the Iowa Religious News-Lelter for
Fehruary, * has taken charge of the Church at $:xhul;\, Rev. 0.‘Emersnn having
given up this portion of the field, in order to give more attention to other and
needy ficlds in the surrounding region ”  In the statistics for 1866, of the lowa
Congregational Churches, (Congregational Quarlerly for January p. 93,) we find
the membership at Sabula given at 53. Population 1,000. Two Ch'ur(‘:hes,
Methodist and Congregational.  We understand that the salary promised is $700.
Parting gifts to the value of $70 were given to Mr. Kimerson, ““ who had h\'eg
among the people for 16 years, and for 18 years bad been their stated minister.

Rev. E. Barker.—The Colonial Stundard of Pictou, N.S,, January 15, 1867,
contains a report of the semi-annual meeting of the Temperance Lengue of the
county, at which the officers were authorized to secure the services of a suitable
lecturer, to mitke a tour of the county, and further, to secure the services of the
Rev. Mr. Barker in that eapuacity. It appeared to be the general opmivn of Dele-
@ates that the Temperance cause was in a very healthy condition, especially in the
Southern Distriet of the county. The funds of the League howerver, were reported
in a low condition.  Collections were to be taken up at all meetings in aid there-
of. Organizations were requested to defray the Jecturer’s expenses.

Rev.R. Lewis, Removal and Presentation.—Upon the occasion of the
removal of the Rev. R. Lewis from Vankleek Hill to Lanark, the members of his
Bible class presented him with an address, conveying their thanks and best
wishes. The address was accompanied with a purse containing tangible evidence
of their sincerity. Also, and simultaneously, two young ladies, in the name
of several ladies of the congregation, presented a purse to Mrs. Lewis to purchase
a sewing machine.

Donation visit at Brantford.—A *‘ hard-times party ” (without dancing),
alius a donation visit, was held at the house of the Rev. J. Wood, on the 23rd
Jan., attended by a very large number of the members of his church and congre-
gation aud a considerable number of {riends connected with other congregations
in the town. At a little before seven o’clock the company began to arrive,
bringing with them everything needfal in the way of edibles, coffee, tea, &e., and
quietly taking possession of the bhouse, the occupants surrendering at discretion.
Shortly every available room in the house was crowded with visitors, until there
was scarcely standing room, but the crushing only seemed to put the company
into hetter humor than ever.  After tea had been served, the gentleman in charge
facetiously hinted that he wonld be found “*in the Captain’s office,” and thither
accordingly the guests repaired, and * paid their fare,”” the sum total of which
amuunted, with slight additions since, to over $100! The remainder of the
evening w-s spent in social intercourse, singing, and various amusements, and
was evidently enjoyed so much that it was hard to tell who were happier, the
givers or the receivers. We have heard of parties who object to such * visits”
as lowering the dignity of the clergymen receiving them; and we should decidedly
ohject t - them too, were they given (as they sometimes are) to make up a deficit
in salary—since that would be offering as a ¢if¢ that which should come as a
right. But conducted in the way in which this one was—as an expression of
hearty good will to the Minister—we think he must be very fastidious who eould
chiect to them. Certainly no one who has ever received such a visit will do so.
We cordially commend the example of the Congregational Church to the other
congregations of the town.— Expositor.

Donation at Newmarket.—The friends of the Rev. C. Spettiguo, Congre-
gatioual Minister in this place, invited him and his lady to meot them in the Me-
chanics’ Iall, ut a Social Tea Party, on Friday, February lat. The repass over,
a portion of the evening was spent in conversation and amusements, when Mr.
Juseph Millard, the Senior Deacon. called the meeting to order, and James J.
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Pearson Esq., in behalf of the company, presented Mr. Spettigne with a purse of
$75, in an appropriate address, assuring him that it was a mark of their appreei-
ation of his servicos as a minister and a citizen. Thankfully acknowledginz thig
tangibile proof of the approbation of his numerous friencs, the Rev. gentleman
assured them that next to the approval of the Ilead of the Church he regarded
the confidenco and sympathy of the people with whom he lived and laboured.
Whatever might be the defects of the Ministry, it was Gud’s divinely appointed
and principal instrumentality for the regeneration of the world ; and he who
held the stare in his right hand, reserved to himself the power of assigning to
each one bis appropriate orbit in which to shine. If ail men have the buunds of
their habitation determined by God, must assuredly this determination extends
to the Ministers of his word, by the indications of his providence and by his ab.
solute control over all events, often employed apparently most fortuitous and trivial
circumstances to direct them to their proper spheres of labour. Believing that
himself and the church had thus been bruught together, he prayed that the Divine
blessing might continue to rest on their union, and that they might finally meet
where a!l sanctified friendship will be for ever cemented in Eternal love. After
the Doxology was sung and the benediction pronounced, this pleasant meeting
terminated.—Newmarket Era.

Soiree at Cote St Paul, Montreal.—The anniversary soiree of St. Paul’s
Mission church was held on Thursday evening, the 14th ult. The attendance
was very lurge and encouraging  After partaking of un excellent tea, provided
by the ladies of the cl-urch and congregation, the chair was taken by the pastor
Rev. S. N Juekson. Interesting addresses were delivered by Rev Dr. Wilkes,
Mr. McKillican, and Mr. Clark. The choir sang a number of pieces, which were
received with much applause. The annual report, rend by Mr. Grose. was
most interesting and encouraging. It gave an bhistorical review of the church
organization upon union principles, including representatives of seven religious
denominations; its healthful, though not rapid growth, and its difficulties in com-
nion with all new churches to meet its financial wants. Altogether the results of
the meeting were very satisfactory.—The annual festival of the Sunday-schuol was
held on Friday evening. After tea the chair was taken by the superintendent,
Mr. Grose, when the children were addressed by the Rev. Mr. McKillican, Agent
C. S. S. U., Mr. Burton, and the pastor. The annual report of the Seeretary
showed great attention and dilligence on the part of the scholars. Prizes wero
given by the superintendent and teachers tor the essays written by scholars on
the *‘ Life of St. Paul,” and from the funds of the school to the scholar in each
class who had committed the greatest number of seripture verses. During the
evening the children sang a number of pieces with great credit, and likewise dis-
posed of their missionary money by vote.—Montreal Wilness.

Sunday School Meefing at Liondon C. W.—The quarterlv public meet-
ing in connection with the Congregational Sabbath School, was held yesterday,
the superintendent, Mr. IL. Matthewson, presiding. Addresses were delivered by
the Rev. J A. R. Dickson, Mr. W. Bowman, Mr. G. W. Smith, and Mr. Boyd.
The children sang a number of hymns in fair time and style. The meeting was
pleasant and profitable. This Sabbath School is fluurishing, and the attendance
is now larger than at any previous time in its history. The attendance at the
chureh is also on the increase, and ii is evident that the ability and earucstness of
the pastor are appreciated.—Adveriiser, Feb. 12,

Ritualism.—A large and influential meeting of Church of England winisters
was held in St. James School-house, February 12th, to consider what stens shnuld
be taken to prevent the introduction of a spurious Pupery into the Episcopal
Chureh in the Diocese of Torunto. The utwost unanimity of feeling vervaded
the meeting.— Globe.
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The Ritualistic Agitation.—Some idea may possibly be gnthered of the
heat and fervour of the ritualistic controversy, now agitating the Church of Eng-
land in this Diacese nnd clsewhere, frum the following announcement which ap-
pearsin the Canadian Churchman of this week. Itsays:—* As we have received
mure communications on the subject of Ritualism than we could for sume time
to come, even to the exclusion of everytning else, we must decline all further
letters on the subject.” This may be duubtless, held as an attempt to check the
progress of the discassiun: but the principles at stake are too deeply cherished to
allow the anti-reformation muvement tu pass unchallenged. If the discussion is
obstructed by the religious press, it will simply find vent in scculur newspapers.
Manga est veritas.— Kingston News.

Consecration of the Bishop of Niagara.—The consecration of Rev. A.
N. Bethune, D.D., as Bishop of Niugara. and Co-adjutor of the Diocese of Turonto,
with the right of succession, marks an important era in the history of the Colunial
offshouts of the Church of England. Ile was not only elected by the clergy and
laity in Synod assembled, but consecrated under the authorty of the Bishop of
Mentreal, as Metropolitan of Canada, the Secretary of the State for the Colonies
having declined to issue any more Royal Patents, to do so being, after the recent
decisions, inconsistent with the dignity of the Crown. We regret to observe that
althougl the Queen, the fountain of all honours and dignities within the realm,
has c¢onferred no title on the new Prelate, he is called ** the Lorn Bishop.” The
use of such a title will be n gieat assumption on his part, and is a piece of foolish
fulsomeness on that of the inferivr clergy and the laity. There may for & time
be sume awkwardness in calling the Ruyally patented Bishop * your Lordship,”
ang the unpatented one * Right Reverend Sir,”” but that is better than keeping
up a custom which has no longer any reason. But we forget: if Dr. Boswell’s
doctrine be that of t:e Church, a Bishop is ““a lord over God’s heritage ”’ of the
lordliest kind. Ah! these names are things.

I'he new appointments of Archdeacons nud of Rural Deans for the Diocose, and
of Dean and Canons fur the Cathedral, give a large preponderance to the Iligh
Church party, although the Evangelicals are not left without & share.

Singular Avowal.—ILe (anadien, the oldest French paper we think in
Caunada, suys:—¢ The eleryy in Canada is, without contradiction, the first influence.
It is the clergy who can give life or death to the different governnents, and, conse-
quently, they are almost solely responsible to the Canadian peuple foi the grave
cvents and great changes which the nation, as Catholic and French, is about to
undergo.”

NOTES OF MISSIONARY MEETINGS.
Rev. A. Daff reports:

Eaton, Melbourne, Durham, Danville.—On the 18th December, 1866,
the annual missivnary meeting was held at BEaton. Owing to various causes,
none of the brethren appointed could attend. But Brother Sherrill had the
assiztance of the neighbouring Baptist and Wesleyan ministers, and of our excol-
lent Brother McKillican. The meeting was an exceedingly good one. On the
19th, Messrs. Parker, Sherrill and Duff, attended at Melbourne missionary mees-
ing. Though a flock without an under shepherd, the chief shepherd was there.
Oo the 20th, Messrs. Parker and Sherrill attended at Durham. Owing to some
repairs going on in the church, the missionary meeting was held in the academy.
On the 21st, the missionary meeting was held at Danville. Deputation present:
Rev. Mr. Sherrill and the Distriet Secretary. Mr. Duff, professor of mathematics
Ste. Francis College, also addressed the meeting. On the 20th, a Sabbath School
festival was beld in Melbourne Congregational Church. A very large attendance
cheered nnd encouraged the teachers and speakers. The exercises, conducted by
the Superintendent, were very creditable to the teachers and scholars, Several
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beautiful bymns were sung, and addresses delivered by Rev. A, Duff, Mr. MeGill,
Rev. Mr. Jefirey, Professur Duff, and the Superintendent, Mr. Burnbam. The
whole was a complete success. We trust this wateh-tower will soon be oceupied
by a faithful watchman. The Rev. J. Campbell supplies the pulpit for a season,

Rev. R. Robinson reports :—

Toronto, Zion Church, Monday, 14th January, 1867, Rev. F. TI. Marling
in the chair, about 150 pevple present. Speakers, Rev. Messrs. Denny, Day,
Reikie, and R. Hay ; topics, Missionary hardships, Congregational principles,
value of Missionary labours and preciousness of the gospel. Torouto will we
hope furnish a larger audience next year. Collectivn $12 68 ; subscriptions to
come,

Markham, Tuesday 15th, attendance about 80 persuns, many of whom were
children. An interesting feature in this meeting was the presentation of twenty
dollars with an address to the District Secretary, by a deputation on behalf of the
Sabbath Schoo), the oliject being to counstitute the pastor, Rev. B. W. Day, a life-
member of the Missionary Society. It appeared that this Sabbath School had
raised some elghty or ninely dollurs during the past vear for religious and benevo-
lent purposes. 'This shows what Sunday Schools cun do when they try. [ow
many of our pastors or superintendents will thus become life-members of our
Missionary Suciety ? The address cluosed with these notable words, boylike in
the voice of the young reader, but precivus and strong in truth and christian feel-
ing; * We are glad thus tv be able to give our contribution to send the gospel of
Jesus Christ to destitute localities, and earnestly pray that this money may be in
your hauds the means of leading many, hoth young and old, to a saving know-
ledge of the dear Saviour who died to save us all from our sins.” Interesting
meetings of the members of the Association, which will probably be deseribed by
their Secretary, were held in connexion with this meeting. Rev. Messrs. Marling,
Reikie, Unsworth, and Robinson advocated the cause of missions. We enjoyed
some goud music, and found the collections and subscriptions amount to $43 0.

Stouffville, Wednesday 16th, the deputation to this point bade farewell to the
brethren who agreed to hold a missionary meeting on this evening at Unionville,
and Rev. Mesers. Denny, Reikie, Day, and Robinson addressed a full house, about
170 people, at Stonffville. The claims of the gospel upon youth, and the impor-
tance of the missionary enterprize, some illustrations of its influence in Canada
being also presented. Collections and subseriptions counted $59. Help for mis-
sions seems 10 be increased on this field, by the fact that it has become self-
sustaining.

Unionville, Wednesday. An excellent meeting, Rev. F. II. Marling pre-
siding, in the absence of the pastor.  Addresses by Rev. Messrs. MeGregor, Uns-
worth and Hay. Contributions a little over last year.

Whitby, Tharsday 17th. Difficulties in the church, grand soiree in the Kirk,
and a stormny night, gave us an audience of only 25 to 80 people. Mr. Denny
made some telling remarks on the nature and importance of missionary labour
in Canada; Mr. Day epuke of the importance of personal effort for Christ; and
Mr. Rubinson of the importanee of love to Christ as a motive, and love to each
ogl;)eg;s an instrement, in making this effort. Collections and subscriptions
$2 .

Bowmanville, Friday 18th. notwithstanding severe weather we had a meet-
ing of some 80 to 90 people. Excellent music, addresses from Bible Christian,
Primitive Methodist, and Presbyterian Ministers, also from Rev. Messrs. Denny,
Day, and Robinson. Collections and subscriptions $85. Sickness, resulting,
alas! in the death of a child of Rev. Mr. Manly, detained that brother at Toronte.
His place in the pulpit at Rugby and Oro was taken by Mr. Robinson on Sab-
bath the 20th.

Rugby.—Congregation on Sabbath large. Collection and Sabbath School
box, $7 15, more to come.
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Oro.—Missionary mecting, well attended notwithstanding snow storm, was
addressed by Rev. Messrs. Sanderson and Robinson. Collections $3 95; subserip-
tions yet to come, will, it is believed, esceed those of last year.

Meaford. Wednesday 23rd ; after a tedious journey from Oro, Messre, Sander-
son and Robinson reached this place, where they met Rev. Mr. Spettigue, but,
owing to failure of correspondence, they were informed that no meeting had heen
called, and that it was too late to secure one ; so, after enjoying the hospitality
of Deacon Hamilton,

Owen Sound was reached in time for the meeting on Thursday evening
Abour 50 persons were present, who were addressed by Messrs, Spettigue,
Sanderson, Kribs, and Robinson. Iere also Mr. Sanderson preached missionary
sermons on Sabbath.  Collections $8 55, subseriptions yet to come,

On Friday, the great snow storm of the season effectually prevented the depu-
tation from proceeding to

Colpoy’s Bay.—With zome toil and many regrets, the meeting there was
deferred until Wednesday, 13th February, when, a tea meeting being given, as a
token of respect and affection to the pastor, Rev. L. Kribs, Rev. R. Robinson
ohtained the privilege of presenting the claims of the Missionary Suciety, in which
he was seconded by other speakers. Estracts {rom the report were read to a
crowded house, and subseriptions banded in ¢o the amount of $16.

Thus the programme of meetings for 1867 has been exhausted, and from
acqnaintance with the wear and tear of korse and man flesh on these collecting
deputations, we have a feeling corviction that the former part of the motto,
¢ Busy come, eusy go,” so often applied to spend-thrifts, need nut he quoted for the
infurmation of ** The Congregational Missionary Sueiety of British Nurth America,
in connexivn with the Colonial Missivnary Suciety.”

Rev. B W. Day reports, T believe it is the feeling of all the brethren whoe
have been engaged in our annual work of advocating the eause of Congreeational
Missions, in this Distriet, thae, almost without exception, the meetings have been
cliaracterized by an increase of power, liberality and interest un the part of all
concerned.  Our respected Secretary-Trensurer, a short time ago, asked for a
large increase of contributions from the Churches. We have endeavoured in a
measare to respond tu that request. May the Lord make ux all a thousaud times
more liberal and devoted, and prosper the work e has given us to du !

Pine Grove, Thursday, January 17th.— The meeting here, though not
lavgely attended, was one ef marked interest and power.  The deputasion, Rev.
T I Marling and D MeGregor, were very materially aided by two efficienc fay-
hrethren from Zion Church, Toronto, whese hoares had bheen stirred up to this
work by the meeting held in their own Church on the Monday evening previous.
They spuke with that effect and power which only laymen ean command, vpon
likerality to rhe canse of Gud.  May this be the conrmencement of earnest effores
on the part of our lay brethren in the city, to vinit and become acquainted with
the pusition and wanta of our Churche-! Notwithstanding the fact that the
Church in Pine Grove isat present engaged in the erection of what will he, when
completed, one of the most rasteful enuntry churches we have seen for many a
day, the cuntributions to the Missionary Society are a good deal in advance of
last year. While enlarging their own borders, they still bave something for
those who are without.

St. Audrews, or, Thistleton, Friday. January 18th.—Ilere the hrethren
named above, Rev. F. I Marling and R [ay, were Joined by Mr. Unsworth,
A good attendance greeted them at the meeting, and waords spoken thay we hope
will yes bring forth frait for the glory of God. ™ Onr biother Hay is very hopeful
regarding the spiritual progress of this station.  He preaches every Subbath to a
Jarge congregation of young peaple, and is just now looking for some fraivof his
Iabours. We pray God he may not be disappointed.
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Bolton’s Village, Albion, Monday, January 20.—Notwithstanding the
severe snuw storm of the previous night, lasting through this day, all the members
of the deputation were enabled to weet their appointments.  These were, Rev.
F. IL. Marling, R. Hay and B. W. Day. Our brother Wheeler, the respected
Pastor of the Church, has here laboured with marked euccess for upwards of
twenty-two years. Abont three hundred souls have through his instrumentality
been brought to the Savivur, Beloved, honoured, and respected by his people
and the whole community, he bas laboured on, receiving much spiritual fruit,
but alas! often straitened for the things of this life. The Church, through con-
stant removals, has become n mere handful of what it was formerly. Sovely
crippled on this account, in financial affuirs, the Missionary contributions are
yet elightly in advance of last year. The attendance at the meeting was large,
the singing by the chuir excellent, and the speeches on the important themes of
personul consecration, the necessity of more labourers for the work of the minis-
try, and the claims of the Missionary service, were, with une or two exceptions,
listened to with marked attention. :

Georgetown, Tuesday, January 22nd.—The mecting here was a perfec®
success ; atiendance good, contributions very largely in advance of last year, an
the whole spirit of the meeting such as was calculated to warm the hearts of a
present. ‘The incident alreadv noticed in the Magazine, of good resulting to th€
Missionary eause from our periodiceal, was specially interesting. Until a late hour
the congregation listened with unflageing interest to Revs, R. Hay, B. W. Day,
— BEwing {Canada Presbyterian), and F. H. Marling, who, by various arguments
and appeals, endeavoured to advocate the ohject which brought them together.
Before departing, the next morning, all the members of the deputation were sup-
plied with a large quauntity of stationery, through the liberality of the Messrs.
Barber, proprietors of the Georgetown Paper Mills, and Mr. White, of the Enve-
lope Factory.

Churchhill, Wedunesday, January 23rd.—After a drive of ten miles to the old
Church, that many years ago witnessed the furmation of the Upper Canada Home
Missionary Suciety, the deputation endeavoured to arouse those present to give
themselves to the Lord by increased liberality and self-consecration. The congre-
gation, though small, were very attentive. Contributivns slightly in advance.
Brother Unsworth’s ministry in this locality is essentially a work of faith and
labour of love. May he speedily see much fruit!

Alton, Thursday, January 24th.—IHere the meeting was all that could be
desired ; attendance good, and contributions more than double those of last year.
As this announcement was made, we thought, if all our Churches did thus, how
quickly would the desired object, of independence of external aid, be obtained !
The deputation was also very materially aided by a good brother lately come
amongst vs from another denomination, who gave us a rousing speech for the
Mission cause.

South Caledon, Friday, Jannary 25th.—Notwithstanding the severe snow
storm, almost precluding the possibility of a meeting, the deputation consisting
of Revs. II. Denny, J. Unsworth, and R. Hay, were agreeably surprised, on reach-
ing the * Union Chapel,” to find about 25 persons assembled, whose hearts were
so warm for the Missionary cause, that no amount of snow could prevent their
attendance. The meeting was both pleasant and profitable. Contributions not
fully made up. This little Church, as a flock without a shepherd, commends
itself earnestly to the prayers and sympathies of those more highly favoured.

Kleinburg, Tuesday, January 29th.—This, a new station in connection with
Pine Grove, and uader the ministry of Rev. R. Hay, promises well for future
Rrosperity. A large congregation met together on the night appointed for the

lissionary Meeting. Addresses were delivered by the Pastor, Rev. Mr. Wheeler,
of Bolton’s Village, and Rev. Mr. Coleman (Wesleyan). The presence of the
Bolton choir added much to the interest of the meeting. Contributions largely
in advance of last year.
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Thus our notes of Missionary Meetings draw to a close. To use the words of
a pood brother, the work looke hrighter than ever before. OQOur heart_s have
been greatly encouraged. ‘I'he Lord 1s working amengst us. May we indeed
prosper more and more }”

Osprey and Kincardine.—Rev. D. McGregor reports,—*“ I Iefc Thorahill
Station for Collingwoud and Osprey on_ the 18th January, and arrived at the
latter late in the evening; Bro. Mc¢Kinnon of Kincardine met me there ; we
prenched that night; and on Tuesday held our Missionary meeting.  Attendance
small but froitful; collection §$20. Met the brethren after the meeting; the
result was, the long-expected lug-chapel isto be fin'shed right off. They are
determined to keep tugether, and will lay by weekiy for defraying the expense
of & visit from either Mr. McKinnon or myself, once or twice every three munths,
in order to preach to them, and dispense the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper.

Awmong the members is o brother whu was employed by Mr. Henderson of
Park, Scotland, as Scripture-reader in Ireland; this brother is quite able to take
the lead in holding meetings, and may be useful to the place. T him the church
requests ang communication for them t be addressed; «“ Mr. G 'Mc(}regor,
Mclutyre P. O., Osprey, C. W.” There are 18 members and 11 families in good
standing connected with the cause, all staunch Independents. Let us not furges
this “ little sister.” We bave reason to hope that the presence of the Lord was
manifest in our midst while there. Iintended to return home from Osprey, but
Bro. McKiunon could not endure this; said, I will go home very much grieved,
and the cause is sure to suffer, if yuu do ~0.”

This appeal to my Highland heart I could not resist, so off I went. Two days
travel and we are into Kincardine. Preached on Friday to a good and attentive
aundience, On Sabbath, Mr. McK.’s son rook his team to convey us to the chapel.
A snow storm of unusual severity had been raging since Friday afterncon. When
we had gone half way, the horses were nearly buried in snow ; with great diffi-
culty we unhitehed and extricated them, and turned back, sorry to disappoint
the friends. My aged brother said, ““I will try to get through, should I fail in
the attempt.” Off we go, heads up, breath short, and sweat profuse. At last,
Bro. McKinnon said *I must stop.” I tried to battle through, in the hope of
gotting to the end of the line, and sending belp. The friends gotalarmed ; young
men came in pairs to try to break a track for us. After a struggle that cannot
easily be described, ““scircely saved,” we got to the chapel, and, as we were,
entered the pulpit, preached to a small but most attentive audience ; the same in
the evening. On Monday we could do nothing. The collections were $7 81 ; sub-
scr.ptions, nearly in, will amount to perhaps near$40in all. No one could travel
before Thursday. Mr. McKinnon was within two miles of his own house, unable to
get home, when Ileft. For three days I travelled nearly night and day in order to
be home for Sabbath ; by God’s help, I got there in time to preach to a full house,
without one moment’s time to study. On Monday, the remains of a dear member
of the Church were waiting for burial. On Tuesday (February §th), we held our
Missionary Meeting, of which you will hear from Mr. Reikie, who gave us, in
addition, a very precious sermon last night.

Brother Mc¢Kinnon deserves sympathy and encouragement. e has laboured
long and hard, in a place where few would remain. His days are fast approach-
ing their ¢lose, but many a soul will thank God for his services. Would that we
had young men baptized with the spirit that made the Fathers of our denomina-
tion, both at home and here, what they were! It cannot be questioned, that we
beve in connection with us many that must have the gospel preached to them in

the Gaelic language, or become lost to us. Oh let them not be despised! ‘¢ A
blessing is in it.”

Rev. R. Brown reports :—On Monday the 10th December, at an early hour I set
out for a meeting to be held that evening at

Burford, but the connection was such that it was not possible for me to get
further than Puris that evesing. T spent the night with brother Allworth, whom
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J found teaching a Bible class. His Worship the Mayor and his lady were
among his pupils. Let boys and girls, yea, Jet young men and maidens note this,
who think themselves too big or too old to attend such places for religious instrue-
tion. Iveached Burford nextday, and wasinformed by my much esteemed friend,
Mr. W Nichol. that not one of the depatation had heen present at the mesting
there the previous evening! Rev. W. Hay had been detained by a surprise
party, but Rev. J. Wood knowing how things were walked all the way from Brant-
ford in the face of a cold wind, and nobly represented the Missionary Society,
and with the assistance of some laymen successfully represented its claims.
The contributions will be nearly double the amoeunt gained last year. Friend
N. drove me to

Secotland, whers we found a warm house buta thin congregation. Addresses
were delivered by the Revds. W, Hay, J. Armour, R. Brown, and the Baptist
minister in that place.  On Wednesday we drove to

Kelvin: the church there is at present without a pastor.  As no intimation
of our cuming had been given to friends, except the two short notices through te
«C. 1.” no mecting had been announced. Mr. Hay thinking this would be the case
at New Durham also, returned home that night. Ijoined a Wesleyan Minister in
a protracted meeting that was then in progress, and gave some assistance to what
seemed a good work. On Thursday morning I set off over rongh roads for

New Durham, and was pleased to find that a meeting had been announced.
We met in the village School-house. The attendance was good, cunsidering the
shortness of the notice and the state of the roads. Ialone presented the claims
of the missions to the people.  The collections and contributions will be forwarded.

A letter from Norwichuille informed me that it was useless to proceed thither,
s0 on Friday I touk a chance to visit the Rev. J. Armour, and on Saturday I went
to Kelvin, where I had arranged to preach on the Sabhath. A great snow storm
rendered the atiendance small, but to those present [ endeavoured to ponint out
the prominence given by the Seriptures to religious finances, and the best way
for Christians to attend to the duty of giving, viz, by system, * As the Lord hath
prospered you.” The roads were in such a state that it was impossible for me to
reach New Darham for an evening service, so I made no attempt to do it.

And wow a word about these two stations. I found some, as I think good
material to work with, much to lead me to hope that if they had a pastor to their
mind—a young man,—one who would put his band to aund say, ** ¢come on” some-
thing might be dene. At present [ should be glad it we could send them an
evangelist occasionally, that these little flocks might be kept together. 1 cannot
but think however that there is in these places a richer vein of material
than has yet been developed for the Lord’s cause, and I can only repeat whata
good brother said to me when speaking about these stations, “were | as I have
been, I would not hesitate about taking a pastorate in these mission fields.”  Let
us pray the Chief Shepherd to have a care of these few sheep in the wilderness.

Methodist Union.—The re-union of the different Methndist bodies, in Eng-
land, the States, and Canada, has already been declared desirable, by nearly all
their conferences. Perfectly one in doctrine, having the same means of grace,
they have far greater differences than the Presbyterian budies, on points of church
government and discipline.  Not much progress has yet heen made in devising a
plan hkely to be acceptable to all.  No one seems to have a clear idea of what
kind of mutual compromise ought to be made. Ought the original Methodist
bodies now to yield, in order to union, all the demands made by seceding budies
before they seceded ? or all the extreme principles adopied after they seceded ?
The first would be doing much ; the second, too much. We bave not yer seen
evidence that any Methodist bhody is quite prepared to yield less or more of their
peculiarities. They seem nat to have got that far, and until they do the prospest
of re-union 18 exceedingly indistinct. We do not on this aceonnt regret that the
different Conferences have expressed a desire for union ; we rejoice greatly that
such a desive is so general, and if it continue, and increase a little, it will find
its way to a union sooner or later.—Chrisiian Guardiun.
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Rev. J. McKillican.—As we often chronicle the proceedings of vur ministerial
brethren who are in the pastoral office, we may also give some report of the
labours of those who are enguged in other benevolent agencies, 'The following
account of Mr. McKillican’s labousr in the service of the Canuda Sunday School
Union we copy from the report of its Anniversary Meeting in the Montreal Witness.

The Rev. J. McKillican, who, on rising, was greeted with applause, said he
should do best by giving a statement of fucts in connection with the work in
which he was engaged as one of the Society’s agents. Ie then vecounted a
number of instances where, by means of the Sunday-school Union Agency, the
most happy change had been wrought in settlements and villages, where previvusly
Sabbath breaking and various forms of irreligion had prevailed. In some of
these they had formerly been little better than heathen, neither hearing nor
caring for the gospel, which, indeed, from lack of laborers was not preached to
them. These wild places were now quiet and orderly, profanity had ceased, the
Sabbath was observed, schools had Leen established, then churches, and,
eventually, Gospel ministers had been sent forth from them, to assist in spreading
to yet other places the wurk of evangelization. In some of these places there
was a mixture of Roman Catholics, and one Catholic land-owner had been =0
struck with the good effects of the work of the Society, that he had given land
for the site of u Presbyterian Church. In some parts where a school or schools
had existed in a district they had been multiplied three or four fold, with wmare
than a corresponding degree of decrease of profanity, and the various for.s of
Sabbath-breaking in the country by means of hunting, shooting, fishing, &e.
But espeeially was the agent of the Society well received, and most hospitatly
treated, in the wild, hilly, and beautiful region bordering on Green Lake, in the
more northern field of Mr. McKillican’s labors. ‘There was there and
elsewhere great encourngement. The parents were willing and anxious to have
their children taught, and ministers, including some of the Church of England,
were glad to see this and.to co-operate. The lumbermen toe, bad, in some cases,
come down on Sabbath and taken up the Sunday-school work ; and reports now
came of progress making, the Sabbath being respected, the children learning,
and the parents also protfiting, and both together sending up praises to God in
the midst of the forest. Many conversions of scholars had taken place, there
having been 20 out of six schools only. There was a most delightful eontrast,
caused by the spread of the knowledge of the Gospel, from rudeuness and
disturbance to peace; for wherever there was ignoraunce there was violence. The
speaker then gave some statistics showing the moral effects of the Sunday school,
orrather the sad consequences of a wabnt of early religious training! Onenquiry
it had been found that amongst 320 youths and men confined in the Penitentiary,
170 had left home early, 141 did not know the commaundmeants, 200 had grown
up in the habitual desecration of the Sabbath, 76 vever went to any church, 183
went occasionally, 190 constantly used profane language, 169 were of intemperate
habits, 141 were drunk when they committed tbe crime of which they had been
convicted. Unless, then, these out-settlements were reached, their future must
be dark; indeed the future of Canada itself could scarcely fail to be dark, if
every part of it was not reached by the moulding hand of the Sunday-school
workers. An ignorant sailor was once set to steer by the North Star, but when
the sky became overcast, he could not see, and be knew nothing of the compaxs,
so the ship by degrees became put about, and the North Star, when the clouds
cleared away, was seen over the stern, and he asked the captain for another star
to steer by, for he had left the North Star behind. So it might become in Canada.
If they did not give the children the Bible to steer their way by, they would ask,
and obtain, some other star to steer by; one which might lead them to eternal
shipwreck and ruin.

Revicrous Matrers are growing warm at Salt Lake. On a late Sabbath a
Roman Catholic Priest, by the name of Kelly, preached and annouuced that he
had come to establish a church there, On the same evening, Joseph Smith and
his colleagues attacked polygamy and Brigham Young with great severity. The
hail was crowded to excess.— Pacific.
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Gleanings in Rrose and Ferse.

JESUS, THOU NEEDEST ME.

Jesus, Thou needest me,
Ifven me, Thou Light divine ;

Yea, Son of God, Thou needest me—
‘T'hou ncedest sins like mine,

Thy fulness needs my wants,
Thy joy my misery,

Thy healing skill my sickness needs,
Thy wealth my poverty.

Thy strength my weakness needs,
Thy grace my worthlessness;

Thy greatness needs a worm like me,
To cherish and to bless.

Thy life needs death like mine
To show i*s quickening power ;
Infinity the finite needs,
The Bternal needs the hour.

This wandering, wayward soul,
Needeth a love like Thine;

A love like Thine, O Lamb of God,
Needeth a soul like mine.

Thy fulness, Son of God,
‘Thus needy maketh Thee;
Thy glory, O Thou glorious One,
Seeketh its rest in me.

It was Thy need of me
That brought ‘Thee from above,
It is my need of Thee, O Lord,
That draws me to Thy love.

Moruers.—Some one has said that a young mother is the most beautiful thing
i nature. Why qualify it? Why young? Are not all mothers beautiful? The
sentimental outside beholder may orefer youth in the pretty picture; but Iam
inclined to think that sons and daughters, who are most intimately concerned in
the matter, love and admire their mothers m st when they areold. Ilowsugges-
tive of something holy and venerable it is, when a person talks of his *“ dear old
mother?” Away with your mincing “ mammas,” and ** mammas® suggestive only
of a fine lady, who deputes her duties to a nurse, a drawing room maternal par-
ent,who is afraid to handle her offspring for fear of gpoiling her nice new gown !
Give me the homely mother, the arms of whuse love are all embracing, who is
beauriful always, whether old or young, whether arrayed in satin or modestly at-
tired in bombazine.

Not to care where you go is to go to ruin.

The heaviest troubles under which many persons groan are borrowed.



