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*Ir L FORGET THEF, O JERCSATEM! LET MY RIGHT HAND FCRAFT ITS CUNNING

LETTER FROM REV. C. M. GRANT.

[ With referemce to the subject discassed in the opening seantences of this letter, we
beg to state that the present number of the Recerd must close the correspondence.  Mr.
Grant simply wrote, putting himself into the position in which the Laptist Mission-
arics felt themselves injured—to that letter we gladly gave space.  Dr. Uramp did not
sympathize witk Mr. Grant cither in the position he took up or in the styi of his
letter, and, being a prominent clergyman of the Naptist persuasion, his letter
appeared i our pages.  And now that Mr. Grant has had the opportunity of expla-
nation, the discussion must cease.—Ep. MoNtuiy Recorp.]

Carcutra, Feb. 7th. 1870.

I or~ERVE, by the December Becord, that my letter in the Novamber num-
ber has angered the Rev. Dr. Cramp. 1 grieve for its and I beg that no one
will think T am laughing  hilst 1 write this, e however great my = fippancy ”
and “ vulgarity 7 may be, they do not extend to such a point as laughter under
the circumstances would indieate. Do not fear, yon who are kind enough to
read my very hurried jotiings. 1am sor going 1o enter on a wordy war. 1
wricye hecause it is gricvous for & veune man to incur such severe » reluke and
anunadversion” from one of DBr. Crawmp's vears and position, and alv hecanse
it is grievous to find one of Pr. Cramp’s vears and position giving such striking
illustration of the very sins tor which he rebukes, with what measure of justice
—or Injustice—i¢ is not tor me to determine.—one 0 much his junior. and who
natnrally looks to his seniors for instruction in wha . is fitting and proper. 1
do not enter tully into explanation and defence o all that T wrote on that occa-
sion. it is from wno disrespect to Dr. Cramp, xor is it from inahility to prove
that every word was justified by the facts of the case—for, on all sides. words
much stronger have been wsed : buat simply becavse it could do no good. and be-
cause the kditor’s note at the end of Dr. Cramp'sletter will probably he deemed
quite sufficient.  Buat let me ask my friends, and Dr. Cramp, if this should
chance to meet his eye, kindly to notice the folluwing points, which T state in all
?lom‘sty. and with a desire to avoid any unbrotherly ntterness:—(1.) T did not
antend to write in a sneering or bitter spirit.  God forbid. It would ill hecome
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me as one engaged in the Master’s serviee. I the worls seemed, as rewd b,
Nouva Scotia, not to be written m a sufliciently sertous stvle, I regret it as o,
as auy man can do: and it they have given offence to any one, Lo heartil,
sorry forit.  They were not intemded to doso. But here is what they .
intended to do: they were interded to vindieate the character of men whose
fair fame in the whole correspondence, and in all the speeehes of the Hon
Committee, every one here believed, justly or unjustly, had been foully and
unrighteously maligned; they were intended as a very humble tribute, to 1
heard in a far-off” corner, to the worth of men with whose honour T feitmy own
to be bound up, and as a protest against our own or any other Church being
carried away by false, pernicious, and utterly ignorant ideas of wission werk 1
thiz country : and as an expression not only of my own teeling in the matter.
but of every missionary and layman with whom [ have come in contact, Iy
every one of whom the statement of the » Friend of India,” that the propo-al
was = beneath discussion except in so far as it invoived an insalt to the Con-
mittee’s agents already in the field.” was endorsed. 1 felt then, and still feel.
that we have all an inheritance in the noble band of missionaries the Baptis
Chureh has given to India, and that if we permitted their faithtulness to e
impugned, we, ipso fucto, condemried ourselves, for no missionaries have, sinee
the Apostolic age, been more Apostolic in zeal than they, and none could hope
to eseape if they were to be denounced.  (2.) T myself have heard, not onee o
twice, but many times, both in public and private, from the lips of the most emi-
nent of the Baptist missionaries, denunciations of the proposals, compared with
which the strongest expression I used was mildness itself; nay. I have seen one
of the protests—and that one, as the writer told me. perhaps the mildest of then
all—which were sent to England againet them, and I'say in truth that it wa.
stronger,—if my memory serves me right, much stronger,—than what 1 wrorte.
and took exactly the same view of the bearing of the proposals. (3.) T ot
my views of these proposals from the discussion in the Missionary Conterence.
from conversations with the very men who were to be affected by them, and
with other missionaries, and from the various notices of them in religious ard
other journals, and never once have I vet heard any doubts as to what was ix-
tended by them. Even yet. though the Committee have greatly given way,
there is, in the mind of every missionary I have met, a feeling that. as a body.
they have been grossty defamed by men whose greatest achievement is to write
glibly about sel-sacrifice in well-stocked libraries, or cant fluently aboat it from
popular platforms.  (4.)  One word more.  The defamation 0" the missionarics.
and the explanations of the propesals, were not contained in the proposals
themselves, but in the speeches made explaining the reasons of the alleged
¢ failure ” of Indian missions, which were all traced either directly or indirecth
to the sloth and want of self-denial on the part of niissionarics. and in the
remedies which the wisdom of the Committee suggested; a-ud it was against the
cruclty and injustice of the charge, and the fully of the proposed remedy, that
1 protested, and do protest. T mav have *Sneered * at the Committee, and if [
did 1 regret it, but there is a certain eold-ldooded and unmanly cruelty with
which patience is impossible, and. in the little tenderness and great harshnes
which the Committee showed to men nobler than themselves, they were guiliy
of that kind of cruelty. I may, Teay, have “snecred ” at the Committee, but
that T “ migrepresented 7 or caricatured ” their conduct, I emphatically deny:
and I do not believe there is a single missionary in all Bengal who has bad the
matter discussed as we in Caleutta have, but will agree with what I now write.

Enough. Majora Canamus—I. e., with inveterate “flippancy” 1 goon to re-
deem my promise to give you a few words as to the reception of the Duke of
Edinburgh, unawed by the fear that my subject, as well as my style, may be
too little ponderous for those who object to lightness in every thing save brain-.
1 can’t help it, my friends. 1trust I can look selemn facts in the face, in the
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spirit of one to whom God has \*[mlu n and rescaled things deeper than those off
enee ot one who has telt what i is in himself, and who tlu retore has had a
u]nulm- down into the pits but T eannot whine when hwn- i~ no call tor whin-
i and Teannot believe that every factin the universe is aloom. aaud that there
1 o liht or sunshine, no heauty of flowers or <onge off hml~ in that warld which
the Word of God sanetified by e presence in the tlexh. My weutences may
sor have the vobnmadity and *long stern swell ™ which onght to characterise the
‘mu!m'tiun\' ot amisstona: v. and my eolour of thought may aot always be of
the = vidow’s weeds” stale and my eves may not always be able to command
a copious stream of * eracodile ™ tears: hut T beseech all the tmmaculates who
are noted for the prosence, as T for tho sheence, of these qualifications, to ro-
member that *the best of us i< mortal.—yve to weakness all are heir,—at least
all of us save those spotless unes whose special tunetion consists in denouneing
al who do not fit in with their exact measure, which, with characteristic
mandesty, they have identificd with the Divine. T donot pretend to their eleva-
tion of ~'mvtin‘, and am quite content to oecupy that beneh on which an ocea-
sional langh i< permitted, and on which a <light trregularity of ('mnnpmnlun is
pow and then ailowed to modity the rigidity of lh(*()hwl(utl phrasealooy. There
now, having thus confessed my \hortmnnng let me return tc 1. R H. the
Duke of Edinburgh.  1his Royal Hi;_rhlws\' arrived a few days betore Christmas,
and for the fortnight he was here there was a constant suce ession of” gay doings
sufficient to break the hearts of all v«hl) see sin in everything that is lun-vht and
gladsome. The Duke submitted in excellent temper to an amount of” fatigue
and wor rv that would have killed any one Iut a silor, and in every way con-
ducted himself with an affability and modesty of deportment. which convineed
us all that the ugly stories which our Austrahian cousing had so seduously ¢ireu-
lated eoncerning hun were atterly talse, and that, it” there was an ounce of
blame on his part there was at least a pound on their's.  Not even calumny
itselt’ could find a peg on which to hang an accusation, and he left us without
even i hreath bemgr blown against his mnul name.  The same story comes from
Japan and from C lmm. so that all the Australians have gained by their scandal-
mongering, 1s the anenviable charz ster of churlish hosts and petty backbiters.
In China the Duke won the heart of every European by the graceful tribute he
paid to their favourite, the veteran Admiral Keppel, himselt pulhn" the stroke
car of the hoat in whicl: that fine old Adwiral, who has so well preserved the
British name in Eastern waters, lainded.  And in every respecet he exhibited in
Calentta, under circumstances the mest trying, for more than a fortnight, a
paticuee which would not have disgraced St. Simon Stylites nimself. and a re-
spectful obedience to the Vicerov, as the Queen’s representative, in striking
contrast to the pictrre, equally illknatured and fakse, as we all now believe, of
the miserable Anerealian newspapers. First of all, in the programme of’ recep-
tion. came a srand IR ocession on the oceasion of his hm]mfr on the ev vmnﬂ of
the 220d Décenirar: nexs day a Levee, attended mere numcr(ms]\ by n(,nh
Lo s and ‘c:'“ -~ than un anv previeus ceeasion sinee our congist of the
country, and in the evening a Drawmg-Room: and iben. Jay afler
day. and evening after evening, succeeded reviews, state receptions ot” the na-
tive Rajahs, and ¢tate return visits, balls. dimer parties, feétes, illuminations, &c..
&e. I can oniy notice the two most noteworthy of the many inte r(ﬂtmg
ageants, viz.: the « C !npt(- ” of the Mot Exalted Order of the Star of
India. on the oceasion ot the investiture of H. R. H. as an Extra Knight Grand
Commander of the Order, and the great féte given by the native community.
The « Chapter” has been chamctvrxlod, and 1 helieve without much exag-
geration, as the most gorgeous pageant since the days of Anrungzebe in lmha,
and the * Field of the Cloth of Gold” in Europe. Indeed, at least in one
respeet, it must have greatly surpassed that celebrated meceting of the magnifi-
cent Francis and bhuff }\me al. Here were tributaries m&%mb]e], domg
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humble obeisance to the son of our Queen, whose ancestors in those days wen
feudatories of the Court of Delhi, commanding forces more numerous far thy
the armies ever ccmmanded by either Francis or Henry,—not one but many ¢
them,—and now they cluster around the Calcutta vicesregal throne more subi
missive far to the merest nod of the Paramount Power than their ancestors g
the most peremptory command of the Great Mogul. I am not going.to givea
elaborate description of the ceremony, and, as the reason for my forbearance,|
need only say that the programme occupied four large sheets of printed matte,
and I am sure it will be deemed satisfactory. As all whose names were on tly
Government House list received invitations, I got one among the rest, and ha
the good fortune to bave my seat assigned in a good position near te the thron
and saw everything ; and 1t was a scen of gorgeous magnificence, of Easten
brilliance combined with Westeri. moderation and taste, which can never pay
from the mind’s eye. The Viceroy, as Grand Master, the various Rajahs and
Maharajahs as Knights, or Knights Commanders, the Companions of the Orde,
the Governors, Lieut.-Governors, the Commissioners, &c., all in their robes, wit
pages, heralds, standard-bearers et hoc genus omne, formed a most brilliang
procession into the Chapter tent and up to the raised throne, on which the Viee§
roy took his seat, with the Duke on his right hand, and the Knights Comuand
ers, Knights, and Companions ranged on the lower level according to seniorityf
And then the Secretary having read Her Majesty’s warrant for the assemblind
of the “ Chapter,” and her command for the investiture, and the ribbonf§
badge, star, mantle, and collar having been brought from the Duke's tent,
Viceroy requested the two senior members present—the Maharajahs of Scindiag
and Jeypore—to invest the neophyte with the same, which they did, witg
the exception of the collar, which the Grand Master himself fastened aroundg
his neck, (he meanwhile kneeiing before the throne), and addressed to him thf
admonition ; and then came the volleys of artillery, the flourish of trumpetsf
the unfirling of the new Knight's banner, and the proclamation by the herali§
of all his titles and honours. This is the barest sketch of a pageant unique it
modern limes, and carried out with a felicitous blending of the Oriental and thjg
Occidental, which united the gorgeousness of the one with the simplicity of thg
other, and gave the world the spectacle of a vice-regal throne, 6,000 miles frong
the seat of Empire, surrounded by a host of vassals, some of whose predecessonf
were powerfal Princes whilst Harold and William were fighting at Hasting#
and the forefathers ot others of whom carved their way to all but independen
authority, whilst we were only a company of merchants whose presence was tolf
erated only because we ministered to their luxuries or revenues. A choir of
about 300 singers was also present, and sang “ God save the Queen” at tik§
beginning, and “ Rule Britannia ” at the close, of the proceedings. Earl Mayo§
the Viceroy, cairied himself grandly all throughout. His porﬁi' form cormE

ponded well to the enveloping and brilliant mantle which, as Grand Master, b
wore, and his whole appearance corresponded tolerably well to the native cor
«ception of what a ruler eught to be,—“ & man seven feet and a half high, an
«covercd with jewels” You will remember that when Mr. Disraeli gave Ead
Mayo the vice-regal appointment, the Liberal papers, with that wretched warl
of generosity which they never fail to display to an opponent, from one end of
Britain to another, set up a howl against the Earl, predicted misrule, incapaci
Tuin, every evil under the sun. Punch joined in the outery, and represent
India as a captive maiden trembling with the dark and baneful shadow of Ea
Mayo flung across her; the papers of India, European and native, took thtf
alarm, and an all but unanimous protest was sent to Britain against the apg
pointment ; and Mr. Gladstone, when he rode into office on his ¢ Irish Churctf
Disestablishment” nag, was importuned to cancel it, though such a procedury
-would have been, to say the least of it, unusual and harsh, and for some time g
-seemed as if he would carry his party spirit even to that length; but the Eadf
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Botained his position, took on him the reins of Government more than a year
Bhoo, and has already established his reputation as the most energetic man, the
Miost faithful uprooter of shams and sinecures, and the most able administrator
Windia has had since Lord William Bentwick—certainly since Lord Dalhousie.
¥Native and Buropean papers in India have unanimously repealed the sentence
assed under the pressure of Liberal misrepresentation, the public votes a per-
ct confidence nem. con., and the Home papers have to remain silent or yielu a
rudging approval. I question if in the present century there has been any-
hing like this change of opinion regarding a public man, so sudden, complete,
nd unreserved has'been the reversal of the old conclusion of prejudice and
arty spirit in favour of the new conclusion of reason and experience.

2. I mentioned the native féte as the other event in the Duke’s reception to
hich I would refer.  This, to me, was by far the most interesting of all. It
ave a glimpse into native society and native ways of doing things; it showed
&he European and Asiatic side by side in comparison or contrast; and more-
Bover it showed old Bengal and young Bengal, and the rather curious and incon-
uous results established by the meeting of the two. There were the old
undits, like old relics of the past, representing the dead or dying cause of the
rmer times, and there, too, were the half-Europeanized representatives of
oung Bengal, who had nade their influence felt in the arrangements, and pro-
veed a queer medley by here and there poking in some modern innovation
phnongst the old forms insisted on by the “ orthodox” section. The old Pun-
&its invoked a blessing on the Prince in Sanskrit, as the programme said, “ in
%Vedic form,” whilst young Bengal largely patronized the refreshment room,
upplied by a European purveyor, and abundantly partook of cold turkey, ham
andwiches, and sparkling champagne. The older members gave their atten-
on to a very second-rate amateur performance of an old Bengalee play, the
ounger smirked and bowed and tried to make themselves agreeable by paying
boured compliments in very good English to the Europear ladies who grace
¢ gathering by their presence, and so the farce or tragedy went on during the
hole evening ; and he must have been a butterfly, and not a man, who, looking
n as I was, did not feel a world of thought springing up within him, as he saw
dthe old skeleton of ancient India and the dissipation of young India meet, and
#eflected on the inner worlds of being into which he was locking, and the
%trange effects that were surely being produced, the mighty revolution that was
eing worked in a national life, by the agencies at present operat'ng in this
nd. Perhaps, again, some of my friends may think that it was no place for a
issionary ; yet I was there, and, what is more, considered my being invited as
gthe greatest compliment I ever received. For there was a great seeking after
nvitations, and only myself and one other missionary received cards. We also
gepresented the old and the new, for he was one of the oldest and best known
f all the missionaries of Bengal, who for more than thirty years has identified
imself with the natives, fought for them, and even suffered imprisonment for
$his advocacy of the oppressed ryots (the peasantry), during that long struggle
fbetween the Indigo planters and the friends of the ryots before the latter were
mancipated by Sir John Lawrence. Some of you will know his name, which
Bengal is a synonym for the noblest impulses, most disinterested benevo-
nce, and most impetnous generosity—the Rev. J. Long, of the Church
issionary Society. On the other hand, I wm the youngest missionary in Cal-
geutta, and whilst Mr. Long bas no faith in the modern developments of thought
gas represented by the Brabmo Somaj and kindred movements, I acknowletfge
kthat, whilst European influence is doing incaleulable harm in some of its phases,
gyet it is to these movements, originated by Western culture, that we are to look
Hor indigenous reformatory efforts. Isappose a good many of my readers will have
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already concluded, that, lookin&; on such # scene, Termyson's fires must hay
risen in my mind ; and they did:—
“ Ring out a slowly dging cause
And anclent forms of party strlfe}

Ring In the nobler forms of life,
With purer manners, nobler laws.

" Ring out old shapes of foul dizeasc;
Ring out the narrowing lust of gold;
Ring out the thousand wars of oldy

Ring In the thousand years of peace.

* Ring in the vallant man and free,
he larger heart, the kindlier hand §
Hing out the darkness of the land;
Ring in the Christ that is tobe.”

1 despair of conveying to you what I chought and felt during that evening
and as I lay in my bed and thought over it all after Ireturned home. Thosed
you in whose minds I have suceeeded in creating a picture of the mighty clag
around us, the wreck and ruin of an old faitk and civilization, the venerable pif
crumbling to pieces, and new creations arising, the old man groaning at i
destruction of old bondage, the young man triumphing and rioting in nesf
found liberty, the work of the Spirit of God to be seen in higher 1deals u
forms of life, the work ef the spirit of evil in the corruptions of these, in ti
riot and excess, the rampant infidelity and lust y—those of you who have s
ceeded inr entering inte this and eonceiving it to yourselves, will understand:
all without more words from me; those of you who have not so suceceded,
probably not be any the wiser shough I should write pages. Without doubt v
are in the midst of the mightiest struggle of modern days—a struggle like t
into wlich the young and vigorous chureh entered with the mythologies of i
Roman Empire, and the speculations and vagaries of Alexandrian Philosoply
We have the same living Spirit of God to aid us that Clement, Origen,
Augustine bad ; and as they triumphed through that Spirit, so shall we triump
in this battle, as in all things, we shall be more than conquerors through Jes
Christ. Never doubtit; never for one moment, permit unbelief to cast a sha
of distrust as to the final issue. As in olden times, so now, * they that be i
us be greater tham they that be against us.”

When I begar this letter ¥ intended to give some aceount of a new nati
church we bave resolved on building in Calcutta, but my paper is all but ¢
hausted, and I must wait until next month ; and Iintended to have appealedt
those of you whe feel that they would like to aid us in the work, and could dog
without injuring themselves, as I am sure some of my friends feel, but I my
leave that also for next letter, merely giving warning in this one that all wh
not care to be “bothered ” in this way may avoid the next heading— Le
from the Rev. €. M. Grant,” which seems now to be an established heading ¥
the Record.

Trusting that my old friends do not forget what some of them promised
a remembrance in their prayers, I cease my jottings for this month. I od
wish they were more worthy of the space they occupy; but if I am to g
them at all, they must be written hurriedly, and that must form my a(t)pology

e

BB~ SEVERAL complaints teached us during last month in consequeng
of non-receipt of the Record. Our readers may rest assured the blame is o2
attributable to the publishers. The Convener of the Recora Committee
had an interview with the Post Office Management in reference to the ma
,and he hopes in future to find more accuracy in the delivery. Since this
tion has been taken, several of the parcels bave been discovered in the P
office at Halifax.
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B OF JAMES EAMILTON, D.D, BY REV. WM. ARNOT, OF
EDINBURGH.

£ Tuus is one of the most interesting hooks that we have read for some time—
il life of a good preacher, a good scholar, and a good man, by one who is him-
golf also all the three. Born in 1814, died in 1867, his life of 53 years was short
fndeed for the work that he did init; and it is impossible to ignore the fact

at. humanly speaking, it would have been much longer, and that the Church
Brould have reaped from his ever-accumulating stores of knowledge and wisdom
fihe richest harvests, had it not been for the way in which his strength was over-
xed, his time too often frittered away, and even his patience exhausted, by the
geascless demands and worries of a city congregation. London is very great,
Bind very cruel.  Let a man have anything of a name and he is run down re-
Morselessly.  He must be on this and that Committee, or he is considered luke-
Brarm to 2 good cause. IIe must listen to every enthusiast who has a new
cheme to propound. e must consent to be button-holed in his study by travel-
fing Americans who bring letters of introduction, and who wish to tell their
®iends how many distineuished people they are familiar with. And he must
8o the work which, as a pastor and preacher, he feels himself specially appointed
fnto, but mueh of which is mere routine and dull and unprofitable. As
Blamilton puts it :—* Trudging wearily from house to house, often without any
gope of usefulness, but merely to prevent people from feeling overlooked or
®ffended, and sitting four mornings every week to hear long stories, or attend to
hatters which a merchant’s clerk could manage far better, do not seem the true
#nd of the Christian ministry.” No; and perhaps the worst of it is, that unless
Bhe minister has a very strong individuality, or buoyant temperament, that few
Bre blessed with, a very short course of such a routine takes all the life out ot
i, and then the people complain, perhaps truly enough, that on Sundays they
fever get anything fresh,—that the sermons are dull,—that the minister is not
pvhat he used to be, &e.  Take, for instance, Hamilton’s work in 1844, and this by
b0 means his hardest year; for in it he did not write any of his numerous
gvorks :— He preactied 124 times, paid 492 visits, received 1112 visitors, wrote
B55 lette.s, studied 1154 hours, read 21 volumes or 9010 pages, atiended Syrod, .
Lommission of Synod, 19 Presbyteries, 119 miscellancous meetings and com-
fnittecs, 20 Kirk Sessions, 78 meetings connected with the congregation,” &c.
HThe only thing that a brother minister wonders at, is, that amid such multipli-
pity of engagements, he could get so much time for study and reading. Not
gnore than one in a hundred can manage it; and the ninety-nine go to the wall
pne way or another, and at the last, the hundredth—the best—dies before his
gime. and the Chureh loses that which should have been lovingly, carefully hus-
panded.  * Fully half of my time,” he laments, “is occupicﬁ in doing things
fwhich many men could do far better. and which are to me unspeakably irksome.
i try 1o accept ti..m as ‘ the burden of the Lord,” but often I inwardly rebel.”

Again he cries out, “ T have often been like to go crazy at the way in which wy
fime is torn to atoms; but there is no help for it.” Axnd yet he had a Session
fmore than ordinarily faithful. Still, they did not realize their whole duty.

When will our Elders awake to a sense of the privileges and the work that they
have undertaken ?  They have been ordained as Ruling Elders over the House
of God, and yet many of them never seek out or consider the poor, perhaps
mever visit the straying ones, never attend a prayer meeting or teach a class, or
if now and then such work is attempted, it may be in a way that doesn’t lighten
but only adds to the anxiety of their pastor. Our Chureb, if ever she is to be
blessed, must see to this, for here is where she fails. With her present
machinery, her aggressive power might be quadrupled in a day.

" Another obstacle that James Hamilton often met in the course of his work,
arose from the narrow views as to what is “ Gospel preaching ” that are held by
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some who consider themselves peculiarly spiritually-minded people.  From
very beginning of his ministry, he scandalized those very prosaic and very i}
tolerant Christians by the character of many of his sermons and many of lif
illustrations. He used to lament that it was not competent to a minister, wha}
expounding such a book as the Acts of the Apostles, to hang a big wap on thf
wall behind the ulpit, and secure a long pointing rod, as a part of his preachg
ing furniture. YVhen assistant a* Abernyte, he was wont to bring the flowesf
he had gathered in his walks, or that he had gotten from botanists, into the det
where he presided in the weekly prayer-meeting, and exhibit their charactesy
the people in explanation of Biblical facts and allusions. Once he begged i
branch of a fig-tree from & gentleman, and carvied it to the church, and mak
it serve its part in his lecture ; but at its close, a plain woman made her wag
ap to him and exclaimed, ¢ Oh, Maister Hamilton, hoo do ye gie them fig-leave§
when they are hungerin’ for the bread o’ life 27 The poor woman was franki}
ignorant, and did not mean to be dictatorial or uncourteous ; but what are wetj
think of the manners of the late Duchess of Gordon, who has been so mucf
lauded as the modern model of piety in high life? Going one Sabbath to by
church (Regent Square) as was her wont when in London, she heard him preadf
a sermon on the evidences of Christianity, instead of the usual proclamation df
merey-to sinners through the blood of Christ.  She at once pronounced stronghf
and rigorously against him, and her opinion was conveyed to him. He ther;
upon, with his usual amiability, addressed a letter to her, containing a full expf
sition of his views; that he was giving such a course of sermons because, fro
his intercourse with the young men of London, he knew that they wend
necessary, and tlat he was, according to his best judgment, becoming all thingk
to all men that he might gain some; and that in fact they had heen blesselg
His remark to a friend afterwards gives us the conclusion of the aftair, « Tk
§ood Duchess never answered me, and the good Dr~hess never retorned uf
egent Square !”

On another occasion he gave a similar course of eight lectures, entreating
beforehand the forbearance of the members of the church who were fully perg
suaded in their own minds, and begging their prayers that God would bless then§
‘2 the conviction and instruction of those young men and undecided persons fof
whom they were especially intended. He says: “In order more effectvally uf
obviate prejudice, I put into the lectures as much essential truth as I could, an
tried to make the landing place of each the direct Gospel. But they were nof
‘the good old thing’ They were fresh, and they required attention. The
made the historic truth too vivid, and they disturbed the perfunctory class why
love to take things for granted. I could read discontent on the face of Mf
congregation ; and though I worked at them as hard as I could, the complaint}
and murmurings which daily reack>d me made it uphill work. Some of thj
most pious hearers absented themselves from church il this heathenish cousg
should be ended, and I was told that if I persisted I sb- 1d disperse the congrej
gation. . . . . . Except my mother and a few of the deacons, I do naf
recollect one voice of positive approval and encouragement. . . . . . §
At a subsequent Communion, several of the candidates proved to be the fruitf
of thisseries. And by-and-bye I heard of some intelligent families who had it}
consequence taken seats in the church. . . . . . This experiment i}
taught me a good deal. Even those who have been led into some knowledgeo
the truth have no patience for the process by which their minister seeks to le:
others into it.”

Is it not lamentable that such things should have to be written of what
next to Dr. Cummiag’s, the largest, most intelligent, and influential Presbyteria
congregation in London? It is the prevalence of such views, and the bondag
imposeﬁ on ministers by them, that 1s one great cause of the alienation both
the masses and of so many thinking people from the church. One of the g
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Sorrows of Hamilton's life was to sce how little hold of the people, especially in
Barge cities, the Church in England had. He was willing to make any
&ffort to help to remedy this.  And all Christian ministers and statesmen are
Zealizing dly how serious such a condition of things is. But let anyone attempt
o move ont of the beaten road, the deep rut of custom ; let him shorten, vary,
fr popularize the services; let him act up to his belief' that the Bible is not a
Reatechism of dogmas, but the most intensely human book in the world ;—let
Bhim do this from the holiest of motives—to gain some for Christ, and at once
Ehn outery is raised against him by the chief ones in the synagogue. A dialogue
@ith a man who came in to Hamilton’s house to tune his piano, gives us a true
Hdea of what English working-men think of the teaching that is nsually offered
@#hem in church.  When the front of the piano was removed, several rows of
Plirty cobwebs were revealed, and the wise mmister began to draw out the work-
$man by using this as a “ model lesson.”  Speaking of the odd place to which
ghe epiders had retired, and of how long they ‘could fast, he said :— I re-
finember reading of a gentleman who shut up in a pill-box a field spider, and
Rhrew it into a drawer. He thought no more about it till halfa year afterwards,
Brhen he opened the drawer, and, taking off the lid of the box, the spider sprang
ut as live{; as ever, though not quite so jolly. His body had shrurk from the
Bulk of a pea to the size of a pin’s head. It is the same with all creatures who
ubsist by catehing others. A North American Indian ean subsist without food
dnuch longer than an Englishman, who knows that he has only to step into an
gating-house when he wants his dinner. And it is the same with all hunters.
#A horse or cow would die if left two or three days without food, but a lion or
#izer would feel it no hardship! and a spider who lives by his wits, has been
Fonstructed so as to survive a period of hunger which would kill off all the leaf-
sbrowsing grubs on the face of creation.” “Ts it not wonderful,” responded the
grorkman, * how the Almighty fits every crea.ure for the life it has got to lead ?
EDon’t you think, sir, it would be weli if cleroymen like you were sometimes ex-
$laining these things in their sermons ?”  « Well,” said Hamilton, * it 1s hardly
#o hear about these things that people come to church. Itis the Gospel, or
fGod’s mereiful message to sinners, that Christian congregations wish to hear.
iThe works of God are a very proper subject for popular lectures and mechanies’
gnstitutes. but people come to church to hear the Q?Vord of God explained.”—
fA good stereotyped reply this, but Hamilton himse)f must have felt that it
evaded the real point, that it was not the whole truth, and so the workman in-
stinctively fult, for his response was—* I may as well be candid, sir, and it is not
very often that [ have been to chureh, but it is not because I am against
religion. It is be.ause at chureh T either cannot understand, or else it is not the
hing that my mind craves for. It is all either dennnciation, or doctrines, or
pirases  that 1 do not know the meaning of. And T think it is the same
Evith a great many working-men. We never feel as if a clergyman

ould undertar.i or enter into us. In any trouble, when wanting advice or
comfort, it never occurs to us to go to a minister.” Evidently the ambassadors
E)f Christ have, in their style of teaching, got a long way from their Master,
whom “the common people heard g adfy,” or intelligent manly English
orking-men would not think of them as so” completely out of their orbit that
or all practical purposes they might as well be citizens of another planet.
Anather thing that grieved James Hamilton’s very soul throughout all the
twenty-six years he was in London, was the stiffness of Presbyterianism, its
bbstinate determination not to change one Scotch jot to adapt itself to English
people. Few men had less of the sectarian spirit than he, and consequently
few ministers—we doubt if there was one in London—were so loved and trusted
by the leading men of all denominations. In a beautiful passage in his « Dew
of Hermon,” ie compares our different Christian communities to the little rock-
pools on the shore when the tide is out, each of which with its foot depth of salt
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water is for the time being all the ocean to the shrimps in it, but all of which
are soon to be absorbed by the full rising tide coming nlike a flood and joining
pool to pool. At the same time he firmly believed the Presbyterian to be the
most scriptural form of church government. He believed, too, that ¢ a vitalized
Presbyterianisin, sound doctrie in warm English hearts, and from fluent
English lips, guided by Secottish sense, and systematically propagated by Pres
byterian organization, would, in the hand of the quickemng Spirit, retrieve the
interests of Evangelical piety in England.” Yet he saw that « from a variety
of causes the Presbyterian was the most unpopular denomination in England;
that the English were jealous and suspicious of it as the religion of a foreign
people. He strove with all his might to abate such prejudices, and make Pres
byterianism a power in the land. He didn’t see the necessity for so much hani
logic and dry dogma in sermons as Scotchmen like; or for keeping up exactly
the same forms in worship as are conmon in Scotland : or for excluding hymns
or organs from the public praise of God. But he was defeated in lis grea
object chiefly by his own brethren. He found it hard to get a good man to
leave Scotland for 2 congregation in England ; and when he did get him, the
chances were ten to one that he would soon go back—a failure, his hearers tire
of his coldness, and he disgusted becanse all England had not flocked to i
obscure chapel as it once had to Hatton Garden to hear the mighty Edwan
Irving. « How was it.” said Hamilton at a meeting of Presbytery in 1850,  tha
Scotchmen succeeded in every mission except the missionto England ?  Why,
but because to the Jews Dr. Duncan became as a Jew, and to the Hindoos Dr.
Duff became as a Hindoo; to the Bushmen Mr. Moffat became as a Bushman,
But catch a Scotchman becoming an Englishman to the English. He invaded
them as in the days of the Border-raids ; and, as a preliminary to their beconiing
Presbyterians or Christians, insisted on their first becoming Scotchmen.”

On the question of using hymns in the Sanctuary, he had a long fight with
many of ius brethren, and some of his own congregation, but his views finally
prevailed, and perhaps his most enduring monument in his own church will
the excellent “ Book of Psalms and Hymns” drawn up in great measure by
himself, and now used by the Presbyterian Church in England, and also adopted
already by the churches in Austrahia, New Zealand, and by mary congregations
in Ireland, India, and at the Cape. Well may his biographer say that * the
creed which threw itself across his path in this matter i< a remarkable phene
menon. Because the book of Psalms is a divine supply of matter for prais
you are prohibited from using any other; but although it is also and as com
pletely a divine supply of matter for prayer, you may employ humm
language in public prayer to any extent, provided always that the sentiment b
scriptural.  Again, 1t holds that you mav add in human language as mucha
you please “o the Psalms in praising God, as long as you ouly say it; but the
moment you presume to sing it, you sin. Further, it holds thatin privat
worship you may sing hymns freely in praise to God, but that in public worship
you may not ; but it fails to draw a dividing line between what 15 private and
what is public worship, for the instruction of the simple. Dr. H. was distractd
between contempt for this narrow and inconsistent creed, and respect for th
good men who held it.”

But we have not room for a longer review. We advise our readers to gt
the book into any library with which they are connccted. Its perusal wil
profit all, the student and man of science, the clergyman and Jayman. It is the
record of a life singularly pure, a character singularly sweet, though, whex
principle was involved, firm as a rock. The biographer has done his work weli
as biographies go. Ile has generally allowed Hamilton to speak for himself
where he has spoken for him, or thought it necessary to vindicate his conduct
he has been least successful.

G. M. GrRANT.
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A PRACTICAL SERMON.

(WRITTEN SPECIALLY FOR THE *“ RECORD.”)
* LET everything be done decently and in order.”—1 CTor. xiv. 40,
[ am not going to preach a very long serivon frum those words, neither am
certain that the following remarks shall seem to all my readers to In very
Fextual.  Suil, as the text is susuestive of the things concerning which 1
Hesire to write, I have chosen it as a heading to this article

L asswne that every intellipent reader of the Record will be ready to admit
that all things connected with the public worsap of God are not done deeently
and inorder.  Perhaps they were conducted as disorderly a hundred years
a0 but that is so long sinee. that T dow’ ~emewmber much about how pronle
comported themselves then.

[t i~ with present irregularities that we must deal; and to discover that they
are not few, we have only to open our eves and look around.  One minister
aiways baptizes in public, and another performs this rite privately or anywhere;
he is not at all particular, and his peopls are even less so. The Kev. Mr.
Donaldson insists upon one or hoth parents of the chiid to be haptized beiug in
full communion with the Church. and his brethren of the very next parish
baptizes for <! and sundry.  One Kirk-session binds all new communicants,
by subseripuion to an iron-clad formula, to the doctrines ot the good old Confes-
sion of Faith; another only demands a profession of belief” in the great leading
doctrines regarding which all evangelical christians agree. . The latter I think
the more reasonable by far.  The table which we spread 1s the Lord's, not that
of a select cirele of sinners whose minds have been cast in a particular mould ;
and all who love the Lord should be welcome there. Still. the Sessions should
have some sapervision in the matter, and they very properly exclude these
whose lives clearly prove that they don't love and serve the Master, notwith-
standiny the plausible profesions which they sometimes make.  These are
irregularities that congregations should endeavour 1o remedy as soon as possible,
always with due regard to the circumstances with which they have to Jdeal;
and certainly it were better that they should be pernitted t remain, than that
any compulsion should be used.

But coming down to irregularities that we see every day.  The ininister
gives out the Psalm: the precentor and his choir stand up fo sing; they are
perched up in the end gallery of the Church, te the great jevpardy of many
necks that are twisted round to give the owners a chanee of watching the
performers. Let us assume that the congregational practice ix to stand at
praise.  But about one-foarth arc too lazy to rise, and so they sit still and do
their singing by proxy through the choir, who have kindly taken this part of
the service off their hands.  There are a few voiees heard here and there
through the Churchi, but they are like angels’ visits, far between : and a modest
mian dares scarcely open his mouth lest some sonnds imght escape to disturb the
contemplative silence of his neighbours all around.  Or the case is even worse.
The congregational eustom may be to sit at prase. I beg the reader’s pardon:
Tnean while the musicians run over a few tunes that no person in their audi-
ence vver Beard before: and of course no man is bold enough even to attemin
Juining i the performance. lest an unfortunate discord might draw the flashrng
eves of angry fair ones down upon his audacious head.

Now this is all wrong. It i= to say the least, a lazy custom for any congre-
gation to it during the serviee of praise. It is not a good plan to have the
choir in the end gallery, caged away up above the people. hey shonld stand
in front of the pulpit, and face those whom they prefess to lead in praise. Tt is
insutferable. if it could be helped.—and I think it could.—that the choir should
arrogate w thom elves the whole praise of their fellow-worshippers. by selecting
grand new-fangled tunes that no person but themseives can sing: and no less
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to be condemned ig the custom followed by so many church-goers of ~ittiny like
dumb people in their pews while others praise God in their stead. I is the
old Romish idea of serving God by -proxy, only the modern Christizu, oets
good-natured ladies and gentlemen to do the work for nothing, while the
Romanist has to pay a priest for going through the self-same operation.  Thus
some people save money by being Protestants.  The remedy for sueh irvegular-
ities is something like the following :—Let the precentor and choir have posi-
tive instructions, conveyed, of course, in the form of a request,—for choirs are
“hittle folk” to manage,—not to sing tunes that a large proportion of the con-
gregation are unable to follow them through. They should be pernntred to
bring in something new once in a while, but they ought not to be continwliy
80 doing. The assembled worshippers should all stand and sing. T say stand,
because it is a decent and reverent posture in which to address words of priuise
to the Great King. Itis also the best position in whichi to exercise the vocal
powers; and besides, it makes every person feel iike doing something.  They
are therefore more likely to join their voices in the hymn of praise.  No cause,
save old age, weakness, * r fatigue, should excuse a single person from standing
up with the othersin t s exercise. The people should be taught from the
pulpit, if they haven’t sense enough to know it otherwise, that they ave all
expected to sing, not in loud, disorderly bellowing altogether independent of
the choir, but in the * grave sweet melody ™ of hearty congregativnal praise.
What matters it if the tunes are a little old ? they are often better than the
new. What difference does it make to God if we sing the same tunc nearly
every Sabbath day ¥ The true idea of congregational praise is not to shov our
Father what fine musical talents we possess, but to sing with the heart, making
melody unto Him.  He requires every member of the Church to give Ilim this
kind of worship; and until this fact is generally realized, our sanctuary music
will fall far short of what it ought to be.

One word regarding prayer. In this exercise no less than five different
postures are observed. There is the bolt, upright sitter, with his elbow on the
pew door and his hand under his ear.  He may feel in a reverential frame of
mind, but he conceals it adwirably. There is his next neighbour with his head
upon the back of the pew before him: perbaps he is praying, but he is just as
likely half asleep. It is a most comfortable position for a nap. especially if the
prayer iz very long, in which case he is not much to be blamed for courting the
sleepy god.  No minister has any right to keep a congregation standing. say
twenty minutes, for the end of a praver, one-half of which ought to be included
inthe sermon. There is a lady in the nearest pew devoutly kneeling before
ker Maker, a most becoming attitude when it is the congregational custom, and
expressive of the souls deep reverence before its God.  There are a fow of the
good uld school men standing like their minister in congregational prayer, and
others have turned their backs to the man of God,—a piece of ill manners, to
say the least, though not often meant as such.

Now this diversity of form is wrong. It is not omierly, and it should be
cured as soon as possible. If kneeling is the custom of the congregation, all
should kneel ; if standing, then all should stand. I like the latter custom best,
because it generally prevailed in the early ages of the Church, and it is the
titne-honoured practice of all Scottish Presbyterians.  But how can its veneral
adoption be secured 2—or rather, how shall we mecet the modern disposition to
kneel, or lounge, or sit, or stand up and turn round at prayer in those Churches
which adopt the decent form of standing during praise /—for an objection
against standing up to sing is, that it leads to the above-named irregularities
during prayer.

A ministerial experience extending throngh many different circumstanees,—
from apen-air preaching in the backwoods of Outario, among the miners in the
Madoe gald-fields, and in the little log school-houses ar churches of new setile-
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~ents, to fashionable city congregations,—-lhas led me to adopt one invariable
rle—Nerver have the prayer tmmediately after the singing.  People feel like
changing their posture when any one part of the worship gives place to ano-
ther.  They stand to sing, and when that is done the prayer begins, and. fol-
lowing this natural impulse, they cither sit down, knoc{ or turn arcund. It is
hard to blame them when we know thar this impulse to change posture ig so
strong.  The minister can control the whole matter by having the prayers first.
The people will sit down while he gives out the Psalm, and then stand up again
to join in praise. Let this rule run through the whole service. The Directory
seems to contemplate something of the kind. for it lays down the rule that pub-
tic worship must begin with prayer,.—a rule I am sorry to find modern Presby-
terians treating with general contempt. It this plan does not produce the
desired effect, a gentle word kindly spoken will never fail, save in those cases
where bodily weakness or some other lawful cause prevents eompliance with
the regularity so much to be desired.

I need do little more than mention the annoving habit,—chronic it seems to
be with some people,-—~of coming regularly to the house of God some time after
the exercises have begun—in more plain language, late; because this is a habit
which every Christian lady or gentleman will, if possible, avoid.  Another
irregular habit very common with some people is that of not attending (hurch
whenever the least little matter renders it inconvenient to be present.  This is
a custom which no earnest Christian will follow, and one that all good men will
condenmm. It may do ne harm to (hrow out, in passing, the hint that the bene-
diction is a part of the public worship, and that the few moments occupied by
its pronunciation should be spent in devoutly endeavouring to appropriate the
full blessing thus bestowed by the pastor in the name of his Great King and

* Lord, instead of putting on overcoats, rubbers and mufflers: and though whis-
perings and the donning of oater garments while the deacons are taking up the
collection, are not unpardonable sins—still, there are ministers disagreeable
enough to think that such doings are neither * orderly™ nor respectful to that
Great Being to whom our contributions are supposed to be offered.

Now nonc of the disorderly practices alluded to above are of vital import-
ance, but they are among those ittle evils which, from their very insignificance,
are allowed to grow undisturbed, and yet their presence never fails to detract
from that order and unity of soul and action which are so good and lovely in
the public worship of God.  Other irregularities might be pointed out, but those
referred to will torm sufficient grounds for thought and words and work that
may have a beneficial result. besides making those remarks sufficiently extended
for your spare room in the present month’s Record. J.RT.

THE GCUMINICAL COUNCIL.

More than eighteen months ago, a buil was issued from the Vatican
convoking a General Council to assemble at Rome on the 9th December, 1869,
In accordapce with the edict issued, hundreds of Romish prelates assembled, and
the opening of the Council was graced with quite an imposing attendance. No
less than seven or eight hundred Bishops :\m‘} Cardinals, with 2 number of sub-
ordinates, swore allegiance to the Pope.  Upwards of three hundred years have
now elapsed since the Jast General Council was convened.  Its sittings were
protracted. and at its close the feeling secmed to be widespread that it would be
the last gathering of the kind that should ever take place.  Hence the ealling to-
gether of the present Council. after a lapse of three centuries, was so unlooked
for, that the question paturally sugpested itself, Why this step? The careful
observer of the signs of the times can, we think. soon solve this problem. His
Holiness evidently feels that a terrible crisis has come apon them ; and although
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these Conncils are ticklish things, yet he has hazarded the step of gathering
around him the prelates of the Chureh in order that he may consult with them
as to the line of policy to be adopted.  Within a fow years past, changes have
taken place in Europe which have very much affected the refation of civil yo-
vermuents to Rome.  Gerniany, after a long struggle and 2 serious campaign,
is now being united into one State under a Protestant dynasty ; Spain, tiwu;:h
in the sixteenth century she made a deliberate choice of the Papacy, is now
fast frecing hersclf from its fey fetters: Italy, the seat of the Papal chair, is alvo
manifesting a strong anti-spirit: indeed, in all Europe where the Papacy has
long reigned supreme, her power is being broken down and demolished by
Providence.  Pius the Ninth has not been unobservant ot these changes. e
feels his position s and knowing that in a multitude of counsellors there is wis-
dom, he has convoked this Council in his extremity to sce what can be done.
Owing to the provalence of peace throughout the world at present. and the
improved facilities of travel, an unusually large number of prelates have oheyed
the mandate and assembled at Rome.  What the results of this preat eathering
may be, time aloue will reveal.  We need not fear that stormy days of persecn-
tion will follow, for the power of Rome is gone, although the same crucl mind
remains. It is well, however, that during the Week of Prayer a Throne of
Grace was addressed in order that their deliberations might be turned ont for
goud by Him who holds the hearts of men in His hands.  Let us not suppose
that, whilst the temporal power of the Papacy is shattered, she possesses no in-
ternal power.  The power which she has ever possessed over the hearts and
conscicnces of men is still strong : and when we see many in Christian lands
truckling to Rome and being received within ber pale, it is surely a gnod reason
why we should be an our guard and carefully watch her movements  She is
one of the most formidable enemies which the Church of Christ has to contend
with, and calls for the united energies and prayers of all the people of Gad
to repel her.  Let us, as Presbyteriaus, in conjunction with all Protestants,
enter as a combined force against her, and give curselves anew to prayer and
labour. Let the readess of the Record show that they take an interest in this
Council by presenting their petitions at a Throne of Grace, that all their
deliberations .ay be overruled for good.  Pray that the millions of souls within
the pale of Rome may soon be brought out from the thraldom and dominion
of Antichrist.

POLYNESIAN SKBTCHES, NO. 2.

ACCORDING to promise. this should have been a New Hebridean sketeh, but
¥ would like to mention 2 few things about the Fastern islanders betore pro-
cecding to speak of the Western. For the sake of brevity, we will mention
them in the fallowing order :— -

1. AR the natives of any given group in the East speak one language, which
greatly facilitates mission-work on these islands.

2. Mentally as well as physically, the natives of the Eastern islands stand
head and shoulders over their Westerr: neighbours.

3. They show themselves ta be much superior to the Western islanders, in
the construction of their houses and canoes, the design and carving of their
war weapons, and the management of their plantations.

4. Much of the civilization of the East has been introduced into the West.

5. The Eastern islanders scem to have been born gentlemen, while their
Western friends appear to stunk rudeness manly.

6. In the East they bathe and keep their persons clean; in the West they
are filth and dirt personified.

7. The Eastern istanders are more enterprising, and more ready to avail
themseives of the comforts and convenienees of civilized life.
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8. The Chiefs of the East possess considerable power and influence for good
or evil : the Western Chiefk have very hittle for cither.

8. In the East they are more wealthy than in the Wost.

Bat [ must not do injustice to m,” Western frivnds, in contrasting them with
their more polished Eastern neighbours. T would observe that the Western
natives are wmore retiving and far less tonguey than those of the Bast.  They
have fess pohey about them in the West than in the East, and are not neasly so
demonstrative in religions matters.  As fever and ague prevails in the West,
the natives cometimes make that an excuse for not bathing, affirming that it in-
duces fever. 1€ they make a practice of bathing every morning, when the
system Is strongest, then bathing will prevent fever; but if they do not Lathe
regabarly, or do o late in the afternoon, when the system is relaxed, it will most
assuredly bring on fover. This I krow from experience.  dustice to the natives
of the New Hubrides requires ns to state that the enervating nature of their
climate, and prevalence of fever and ague, more perbaps than sheer laziness, give
them a distaste for mental or physical exertion.  Some affirm that there is no
such thing as real laziness ; but that which we generally call laziness ix physical
weakness. or, as a little boy who was aceused of the said erime by his mother,
put it,** No, mamma. but I was born tired.”

The Christian natives of the New Hebrides have perbaps as much personal
piety as those of the Eas:; but being naturally of a more retiring disposition,
thev make less demonstration.  In business transactions, the Western islanders
are more casily pleased, and less bouncing, or persistent in their manners, than
the Eastern.

Scveral groups of these Eastern islands are occupied by the agents cf the
London Missionary Society ; the Feejee islands have heen taken up by the
Wesleyans ; the islands away to the north by the Episcopalians ; New Caledonia
by the Romanists ; whilst the New Hebrides are occupied by Presbyterians.

For a description of the geographical position. formnation, and number of the
islands of the New Hehrides, as weh as the manners and customs of the natives,
I would refer your readers to several sketches of mine that appeared in the
Record of the P. C. L. P. since Novemher last.

55 Cornwallis St., Halifaz, N. S. Huen A. RoserTsoxN.

HISTORICAL SKETCH OF ST MATTHEW'S, HALIFAX.

IN the last Monthly Record the announcement is made that Mr. J. Frazer
(amphell is expected to preach in St. Matthew’s Church on the 20th March.
On reading this announcement, I could not but be struck with the numerons
changes that have taken place in this long-established congregation. Old St.
Matthew’s Church, which was burned down several years agu, was the oldest
Prechyterian Church in the Province. About the year 1760 it was built on
ground which had been granted by the Government ten years before. It
was erected at the instance of a number of Congregationalists from New Eng-
land. aml was supplied for many years by ministers from that body who hap-
pened to visit Halifax.  The congregation, however, never received the serviees
of a settled pastor for more than twent; vears after the Church was built. In
December, 1783, Rev. Thomas Russell. a licentiate of the Preshytery of Paisley,
Seotland, commenced his labours among them.  Mr. Russell only remained for
a period of three years and three nmntﬁs, when he left, and was succeeded by
Dr. Andrew Brown. Mr. Brown resigned the charge of the congregation about
17497, and became Professor of Rhetoric in the University of Edinburgh. Rev.
Dr. Archibald Gray was the next incumbent, and laboured assiducusly uatil
declining health induced the congregation to seek out an assistant. After a
time they obtained the services of the Rev. Robert Knox, a native of Nova
Scotia, but edueated in Edinburgh. Mr. Knox laboured a short period, when
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he received a call from Scotland, which he aceepted, and soon left.  After his
departure, Rev. Ebenezer Renny was settled over them, and only remained for
a year or two, when he was succeeded by the late Rev. John Scott in 1826.
Seven years after Mr. Scott’s settlement, the first Presbytery in connection
with the Church of Scotland was formed in Nova Scotia.  Several ministers
had arrived in our Province previous 1o this time, but no Act of Assembly was
assed, until 1833, empowering them to form themselves into a Presbytery.
uring Mr. Scott’s incumbency, Old St. Mztthew’s was burned down, and the
present neat and handsome edifice erected.  How numerous the changes tuat
have taken place in this congregation siuce the settlement of the first nunister, a
period of 87 years! During that time six settled pastor~ have laboured among
them and have gone to their rest, whilst many or nearly all of those who sat
under their ministraticns (except Mr. Scott’s) also sleep the sleep of death.
And now two younger brethren are cultivating the field so long tilled by their
fathers. Who can tell what changes will take place in this congregation in 80
yearsto come ? Upon this forbidden ground we dare not tread, yet it is not too
much to cherish the fond hope, that, under the labours of the present pastor and
assistant, the growth of the congregation may be as steady in the future as it
has been in the past. D.

PRESBYTERY OF ST. JOHN.

THE usual quarterly meeting of the St. John Presbytery was held in the
Session House of St. Paul’s Church, Fredericton, on Wednesday the 9th ot
March, at 10 A.m. Sederunt: Rev. Peter Keay, Moderator; Dr. Donald,
Clerk; Rev. Dr. Brooke, Rev. Geo. J. Caie, Rev. David Fogo, and Rev. Robert
J. Cameron.

Those appointed at last meeting to supply fortnightly services at Richmond
and Woodstock during the months of December, January, and February, gave
reports of their visits, and explained the position of the Church at these vacant
stations.

The Presbytery then proceeded to make appointments for services every
fortnight during the ensuing three months. Dr. Brooke and Mr. Caie were
appointed to visit Nashwaak and Stanley on the 10th May, and make arrange-
ments for the permanent settlement of Rev. Mr. Fogo.  Mr. Fogo was instructed
to give notice of meetings to be held for that purpose, and communicate with
the Committee of Presbytery as carly as possible.

The Rev. Robt. J. Cameron produced his Presbyterial certificate of License
and Ordination from the Presbytery of Glasgow, and also a Commission from
the Colonial Committee of the Church of Scotland. Mr. Cameron being pre-
sent, received the right hand of fellowship from the members of Presbytery, and
took his seat. Mr. Cameron’s arrival in St. John as Dr. Donald’s assistant, has
infused new life and energy into our Church in that city, and will no doubt
help to make the commercial capital of the Province what it should be to our
Church at large—a permanent strength and support. By Mr. Camcron’s
appointment, Mr. Caie’s duties at Rothsay have ceased, and in future the ser-
vice will be held at 11 A. M. every Sunday during sumimer, and once a fortnight
during winter. Mr. Cameron preaches every Sunday evening in St. Andrew's
Chur(?h, St. John, and otherwise relieves Dr. Donald of much of his pastoral
work.

It was proposed and unanimously agreed to, that in tuture regular Presby-
terial visitations should be made, and full inquiries instituted into the state of
affairs in each congregation within the bounds of the Presbytery. This course
has been pursued for some years past by the Presbyteries in connection with
aur Church in Canada and Nova Scotia, and the results have contributed much
to the diligence and zeal of ministers and people.
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It was resolved that the next quarterly meeting be held in Greenock
Church, Bt. Andrew’s, and that during the session of Presbytery a full investi-
gation be made into the financial and spiritual coneerns of the conyregation,

The Clerk was instructed to domwmmunicate with Mr. Russell student of
Divinity at Queen’s College, Kingston, with the view of obtaining his services
as Catechist during the summer to labour within the bounds of the Preshytery
of St. John, and to inform the Prosbytery of Miramichi of the terms offered to
Mr. Russell, and the stations to be supplied during the vacation.

After discussing a number of subjects connected with the various charges
under its control, the Presbytery adjourned.

Since the last meeting in Fredericton, the Western Extension Railway has
been pushd on to the boundary line of the Province.  The Yankees are con-
sidered o ¢ fast” people, but we have beaten them this time.  They have still
about forty miles to build to make the connection. In the meantime, our

lucky little capital has built a branch line which gives it connection with the
Vestern Extension, so that we can leave St. John twice a day and po to IHead
Quarters in _bout three or four hours, in as fine cars and on a- goold a line as
the Dominion can hoast of. The work on Western Extension and the Freder-
icton branch has been carried on and completed by New Bruuswickers, who
seem quite suddenly to have caught the idea that there are some things that we
can do without importing Yankee brass and brains.  Before anc‘her year we
hope to get through tickets by rail to any civilized part of North America.
Western Extension brings us mto connection with the whole Railway system of
the United States and Canada.  Since our last meeting up the river, the Rail-
way has been opened to Richmond and Woodstock.  St. Stephen’s and St. An~
drew’s are also linked to St. John by bands of iron, so that the expense and trou-
ble of attending meetings of Preshytery have been wonderfully lexcened of'late.
The pastor and people of St. Paul’s Church, Fredericton, are looking for-
ward to the arrival of the Rev. Peter Melville from Scotland. as assistant to
Dr. Brooke, with great interest.  Mr. Melville was a distinguished student at
the Glasgow University, and is well and favourably known to severul clergy-
men of our Church in this Province.  Mr. Melville is a Pictonian,—one of some
seventeen that have been produced by that minister-bearing County.  Like all
his fellow-colonists in the Church of his fathers, Mr. Melville gives promise of
great usefulness in returning to the land of his birth, to labour in the vineyard
of his Master. Thus gradually the most important stations in these Provinces
are being filled by natives, who add to a thorough knowledge of the country,
and the habits, manners and modes of living of its people, the great advantage
of an education such as the venerable Universities of Scotland can offer.  Such
wmen find themselves in sympathy with all who, like theaselves, have been born
and brought up iu these Provinces, and who tow form the bulk of their popu-
lation, and with whom the future of the Clureh has chiefly to do. In former
times it was different.  The native ministers of Scotland who came out with
their ideas of right and wrong in ecclesiastical and other matters formed in the
mould of the good old mother Church and country, found many to sympathize
with them, who, like themselves, had recently settled in the Provinee, and who
looked across the ocean for their home, and tor the models by which everything
shenld be done.  But times have changed; and in many cases the Church lost
much by not adapting herself to the changes that have taken place in the
country and its people. A national feeling 1s fast developing itself, and every
year is cutting away the cords that bound us to the old, and fastening them to
the new country.  We begin to feel that “ Our Home” is not across the seas,
but here in these lands where we were born and reared to manhood. We see
that it is from the ranks of those whose interests and sympathies are thus closeig'
allied to this country, that all the learned professions are being rapidly filled.
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Men of the country are becoming our doctors and lawyers, our judges .and
governors and legislators, and prove themselves better qualified to discharge
the duties of their several offices than those who have recently made it the land
of their adoption. The same is perhaps more especially true of the clergy,
because we come even more in contact with the feelings and prejudices and
sympathies of the people; and unless we are in a position to take advantage ot
everything that renders the Church in harmony with the new nation, we are
apt to do as many from across the water have done during the last thirty
years—kick hopelessly against the pricks, until at last, bruised and battered
we come to a knowledge of our folly, and leave the field worse than we found it.

MEETING OF HALIFAX PRESBYTERY.
St. MaTTHEW'S Curcn, Harirax, MarcHa 9, 1870.

At which time and place the Presbytery met and was constituted.  Sederunt:
Rev. George M. Grant, Moderator; Messrs. John Campbell, John McMillan,
John R. Thompson, Wm. T. Wilkins, ministers ; and Messrs. J. J. Bremner and
John Taylor, elders. The minutes of the last two meetings were read and
sustained.

The Clerk presented an account rendered by Messrs. A. & W. McKinlay to
the late Clerk, certified by him as correet as per order, for $1.70, being the
price of a blank book for the use of the Presbytery.  The Clerk was instructed
to pay the amount by draft on the Treasurer of Halifax Presbytery’s Home
Mission - Fund.

Rev. J. R. Thompson was appointed to prepare a report on the state of re-
ligion within the bounds of the Presbytery, to be read at next regular meeting.

Mr. Thompson laid on the table the resignation of his pastoral charge with
a view to the acceptance of an invitation to labour in the missionary field of
the Pacific Synod of the Presbyterian Church of the United States, which
resignation he desired to take date and effect on or bafore the 17th day of
April next, as events may determine. Ile also requested that the Clerk be in-
structed to furnish him with an extract minute of his ordin:tion, with a Pres-
byterial certificate.

With expressions of deep regret, on the part of membersof the Court, that
their much esteemed Brother has seen it to be his duty to leave his present
charge ; and in view of the great loss to be sustained by his removal from among
them. together with the possible effects of such removal on the progress of' the
good work so well begun by him, it was nevertheless agreed, on motion by Mr.

fcMillan, seconded by Mr. Wilkins, to accede to his wishes, accept his resigna-
tion in terms thereof, and instruct the Clerk to furnish him with the usual papers
as by him requested.

Mr. Thompson, in the interim, was specially enjoined to co-operate with the
members, as a Committee of Presbytery residing in Halifax, in finding. by
correspondence or otherwise, a successor in his present charge. and, before leav-
ing the bounds, to prepare a final report of his labours, and hand over the
bocks, subscription lists, and other papers connected with church building
operations, to be submitted at the next regular meeting.

Mr. McMillan applied for an order onthe Treasurer of the Presbytery’s
Home Missicn Fund for $50, being the amount of the supplement due him for
the quarter ending with the first of March. It was granted and placed in his
hands. Adjourned to meet this evening at half-past eight o'clock.
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ADJOURNED MEETING, ST, MATTHEW'S CHURCI.

Sederunt as hefore. . On motion of J. J. Bremner, Esq., Resolved, (1),—
That George McLean, Esq., be appointed Treasurer for all tunds raised, and to
be raixed, in aid of church building operations in Richmond. (2).—That
Messrs. William Smith (Convencer). Creighton, Murray, Greenough, Tolbert,
Campbell, Doull, Reeves, Neal, McLean, Dr. Smith, and the Pastor in charge,
be appointed a Church Building Committee, with full power to use the funds so
raised for the building of a church or providing church accommodation in
Richmond. subject to the supervision of the Presbytery.  (3).—That the order
of the Presbytery regularly signed be the Treasurer’s warrant for the dishurse-
ment of all moneys to be drawn from the Richmond Chureh Building Fund.

My, Thompson applied for the appuintment of assessors for the ordination
of elders of the Church in Richmond. It was agreed to appoint Messts. J. J.
Bremuer, M. Lindsay, and Wm. ;. Pender, e s of St. Matthew's and St.
Andrew’s churches, for that special service.

By request, it was agreed that Mr. Thempson shall receive an order on the
Treasurer of the Presbytery’s HHome Mission Fund for his usual supplementary
allowance aceording to time, from the finst day of February to the close of his
incumbeney.

My Wilkins applied for an order on the Treasurer of the Presbytery’s Home
Mission Fund for 345, being the amount of quarter’s supplement due to him up
to the first day of March. It was granted and placed in bis hands.

Mr. Wilkins was enjoined to report (in writing) on the state of religion in
the congregations and stations under his charge, at the next regular meeting.

On motion, 1t was agreed that members bring their Session Records to be
examined at next meeting, and report concerning collections for the Presby-
tery’s Home Mission and the Synod Schemes.

Mr MecMillan gave notice that he would present an overture at next meet-
ing to he transwitted through the Presbytery to the Synod, setting forth the
necessity for Presbyterial visitations.

Adjourned to meet in St. Matthew’s Church, Halifax, on tie second
Wednesday of June. Closed with prayer.

Daxier. McCuroy, Pby. Clerk.

REPORT OF MISSIONARY LABORS AT RICHMOND AND
N. W. ARM.

To the Rev. the Presbytery of Halifur in connection with the Churck of Scotland :
FATHERS AND BRETHREN,

As T have placed in your hands my resignation of the pastoral charge of
Richmond and North-West Arm congregations, a somewhat extended Report of
missionary operations will naturally be expected by you. Regarding the former
place, T have not many facts to bring forward beyond what appears in my com-
munication to the January number of the Record. A considerable portion of
the subscriptions obtained within the district for Church-building purposes have
been already paid.  Nearly seven hundred dollars are now lying at interest in
the Merchants’ Bank. 1 am prepared to hand over to the Presbytery the book
containing the subseriptions recetved within this city.  The Richmond, Char-
lottetown, and Pictou lists I shall ctill retain, with the view of coliecting the
amounts therein marked down, ere taking my final departure from the Province.

George McLean, Esq., bas her. tofore iindly acted as Treasurer, and I
would suggest that as he(}xas consented to continue act’ag in that capacity, the
Presbytery should secure his services. 1 have also received an extract minute
from the Sabbath School Association’s proceedings, at a meeting held in the
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Lecture Room at 8t. Matthew’s Church on the evening of 16th Anwnst last,
embodyingr a resolution in rcplv to a note in whuh, aomr«lnw to vonr advice, 1
solicited the co-oper ation of the Association in the Richmond Church-buil ling
enterprize.  Said resolution expressed a determination to grant asite for our
new Church upon Jie Association’™s grounds at Richmond. T would suggest
that as this has been made a Preshytery scheme, the order of this Court ~|~rne(l
in the usual “orm Le the anthority of the Treasurer for paying all mone )~4tnn\vrx
out of the Building funds 1 furthermore beg leave to submit, aceording to
your request av our last regular meeting, the names of a number of’ gentlemen
who slm‘] form a Committee to take immediate charge of all matters conneeted
with providing {hureh accommodation at Richmond,—the Committee to be
subordinate to this Preshytery.

As it is extremely desirable that a Kirk-session shonld be formed in Rich-
mond at an early date, T have to request the appointment of Assexsor< to aid
me in the ordination of Elders chosen from and by the congregation.

The Synodical colleetions have all been taken up and handed to the Trea-
surers of the different schemes.  Extraordinary collections have been munle at
the .Ar.n to the amount of about $200, and expended in and about our neat
little Church in that section—at Richmond to the amount of abont £100, and
expcndml as fellows :—&54 to the Chinigquy Mission and Relief” I'und, 829 for
2 Sabbath Schoe! Library, and the remainder for music books and the velief of
poor and needy persons.

Collectars have been 'tppomted in hoth sections of the congrecation in the
interest of the Preshytery’s Home Mission.  The returns are not yet complete;;
but, when all brought together, they will amount to not far short of 230, it they
do not come fully up to that figgure:

There ha. e heen sixteen baptisms dispensed by me in conneetion with the
two congregations up to the present time. The particulars of names. age. date
of blptmn, and place of birth, with the names of parents, may be found in a
Baptismal Rerister which T have carefully kept, and which, alongs with the
Communion Roil, and a short outline of the Congregational History. will be
handed over to the Presbytery when the proper pl,l‘lOfl arrives.  There have
been two communions, and I purpose that another shall take place some time
before the end of” April, on the 17th of which month you will find my resigna-
tion dated.

In reterence to Richmond, Thave to state that progiess has heen made. A
good foundation has been laid, and the people are beginning to teel their true
posm(m ax a congregation of God’s worshippers. Stxll there is much careless-
ness in many hearts. and some who shonld be more anxions about \pmtu‘tl
affairs arc not so zealous as they ought to be: vet there is a decided inprove-
ment since my avrival in the fiold. There is a “gradually increasing punetuality
in waiting upon religious ordinances that is a sure index of the wood leaven
working n the souls "of those in whom this change is apparent.  Bat there is no
use dvnvmrr that there ts a good deal of up-hill wurl\, and many discouragements
to be (rranplud with. I"lkmtr the most favourable view, a good mauy years

must pass away hefore a \\h‘Un“’ congregation can be gathered, but there ix Tittle
doubt of it ey collected in Time ; and hence the wisdom of the Presbytery
will be shown in the resolution to keep the field regularly oecupied, and aather
in the Presbyterian population ag it settles down in this portion of the city.
There is the nucleus of a fine congregation here, but it requires patience and
perseverance to accomplish its full” dev clopment.

With the North-West Arm, affairs are different.  Some of the Ieading men
of this neighlourhood are Pr(sb)tenanx connected with St. Matthew's Church,
and to whon: our little Church at the arm is a kind of Chapel of eace. But
there are very many persons in the neighbourhood who attend no IHonse of
God save ours, and the congregation has been going on with a steady and
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marked inercase, until now, on a fine evening, their numbers will amount to
about 120 souls. This is very enconraging, and the evident improvement in
the attention of' the hearers to the sacred word is a clear indication of the in-
terest they take in holy things, even thoneh T had not an additional proof of
the fact in the long distance which not i few have to walk in order to be pre-
sent at our meetings,

At the solicitation of the Rev. Robert Murray, Editor of the Preshyierian
Witness, I have taken up a new statien about five miles beyond the Arm.
There are quite a number of families seattered over that rough and rocky
region, who meet in a small building belonging to the sister Presbyterian
Church.  They have had oceasional serviees from that body, but so trregularly
that the congregation did not scem to fonrish.  Many of the young people
walk in to the Arm or fine Sabbath evenings : henee it comes that our con-
gregations there are so much at the merey of the weather. Bur the latter place
is too far away for persons of more mature years to attend without con-
stlerable diticulty.  For this reason 1 have promised them a monthly service
on the Sabbath afternoon. I have been enabled to keep those appomtments
heretotore, through the kinduess of the Minister of St Andrew’s, who has
taken my place at Richimond on the Salbath afternoong of my absence.  This
new station ix a very interesting one, and lies naturally in connection with the
Arm. I don’t know the exact number of familiee which are to be found there,
but T should say that twenty-five or thivty would be abeut correct, and the aver-
age congregation about 50 souls : on one occasion, 60, They are not in afflu-
ent circumstances, bat some of them are very comtfortable. and a number have
subscribed, according to their means, to the support of” weekly services at the
North-West Arm.  Two collectors have canvassed this new station in the in-
terest of the Presbytery’s Home Mission Fund, and, as the result, they have
handed me the respectable sum of %10.624.

I have conducted services regularly three times a-day since the wmiddle of
last summer, when the Wesleyans withdrew from our Richmond meeting-place
to their own new Church on Kaye Street.  The hours of worship have been at
Richmond 11 A. M. and 4 P. M., and at North-West Arm 7 £. M.

A monthly course of Lectures in the Arm Church has been very well at-
tended, and the Temperance Division which meets in the same place is about as
prosperous as such organizations usually are. In eoncluding this Report, which
1s perhaps more lengthy than interesting, I think I can safely say that much
good has been done. ™ The facts brought to your notice, especiaily those which
refer to the Arm and the new station of Goodwood, together with the
flourishing condition of the Sabbath Schools, reported some time ago, are very
encouraging indeed ; and were it not tor the feeling which has loang had posses-
ston of my mind, and which I don’t think I ought to neglect, that my proper
sphere of labour is the wider mission-field of the great Pacific region, I should
be well satisfied to spend years of my life in the interesting locality which you
assigmedd to my charge nearly eighteen months ago. 1 know of no ficldin these
Lower Provinces that has <o many advantages for an earnest Young man as this.
He can get an amount of work to do. in a limited sphere, it is true, but all
teaching practical lessons of incalculable value, when he moves into a wider
field. He can have all the advantages of a city charge, with some of those
generally possessed only by the overseers of rural congregations ; he can have
the benefit of taking counsel at any time with ministerial brethren in matters
that might perplex his inexperienced mind ; while still remaining the pastor of
his own ceelosiastical domain.  The foregoing facts and suggestions are submit
ted with cvery sentiment of rezpect, by

Your obdt. servt.,
Jopx R. Tuomrsox.
Richmond, N. S., March, 1870.
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REPORTS OF MISSIONARY LABOURS IN CAPE BRETON,

AT a mecting of the Presbytery of Pictou, held in Clatham in July, T
asked leave to report ; but owing to the lateness of the hour of mecting, leive
was ot given. I now beg to bring my report hefore you.  Since Mareh Iast,
services were conslueted by me in both langmages at the places here mentioned ;
River Inhabitants, West Bay, Strait. River Dennis, Baddeck, Middle River,
East Braneh. &c. On Sept 19th, the Communion was held at River Inhabi-
tants; on the 26th it was held at Middle River: and on 3rd October, at Broad
Cove.

It is scarcely necessary for me. I hope, to enter into a lengthened explana-
tion as to our reasons for not adopting for our Communions the davs< intimated
by Preshytery at the meeting in September. Arrangements were made to hold
the Communion upen the days appointed by Presbytery in July.  [ntimation
was given tar and wide. Tt would create the greatest confusion and disappoint-
ment to make any change as so late a period.

It was necessary for me, for more than one reason, to start for Pictou the
week before the Synod met, and accordingly T spent Sunday, 27th June, at
East Branch; July 4th preached at Chatham; 11th at Roger’s ITll: 15th at
Pictou at Mr. Herdman’s Communion.

According to request of Presbytery, T visited Middle River in March.  On
my arrival. I found that the Church was to be occupied by the United Body on
the following Sunday. I therefore went to Baddeek, and Mr. McKenzie of that
place very courteously placed both his churchies at my disposal.  On Tuesday
we had service at Midd\c River, and immediately afterwards we held o congre-

ational meeting.  Among other matters, collectors were appointed for the
%‘Iomc Mission Scheme.  On my revisiting them in June, the collectors informed
me that they had ealled upon people for subseriptions, but had received nothing.
Al a meeting held 27th Sept., male collectors were appointed to  try again.”

The church at Baddeck is still unfinished.

In May I drove Mr. D. Campbell to L'ardoise, Ferguson’s Lake, and Lake
Uist. Our people in that quarter are anxious to secure, if possible. the services
of Mr. Camphell next summer.  This itself is sufficient proof of the success of
his laborious efforts while there.

Our Church at River Inhabitants iz finished. and nearly all the pews are
sold.  Our Trustees hope to pay off all debt without further extrancous aid.

At West Bay our Church has been almost entirely renewed.  The people
there supplied nearly all the wood required. and paid liberally in money.

The fullowing i a list of the moneys subseribed and paid for misionary
services and for the Schemes of the Church :—

Lor Missionary Nervices for the year ending August 1, 1869 :—Lake Ulst,
$26.25 ; Middle River, 82.75; Strait, 868 ; West Bay, 238 ; River Inhabitants,
878 ; River Dennis, 328 ; Boom, R. Dennis, $9; total, 2250,

d The greater part of the above is paid; and the remainder is coming in by
egrees,

Collected during summer for the Foreign Mission :—Plaister Cove, 210
River Inhabitants, $12.20 ; West Bay, $12.25 ; River Dennis, $4 5 totale $38.45.
Middle River, £4.34 ; Baddeck, £9.46 ; total, $13.80._

Collected for the Home Mission :—Lake Ulst, $6 ; River Inhabitants, 212.22;
West Bay, $4.68 ; River Dennis, $2.66 ; Strait, 88 ; Baddeck, %14 1 total, $17.56.

We have not endeavored to collect for all the Schemes, for various reasons.
Our collections must be made, except on extraordinary oceasions, not at the
church or place of mecting, bu. by book or collecting card.  And should we all
at once send round cards for the various Schemes, amongst a people unaceus-
tomed to it, the result would probably be that the amount contributed would
fall short of that mentioned above. As the districts get accustomed ¢y it, wo
hope that the other schemes can be successfully taken in hand.
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From the foregoing report it will be seen that the eontributions made to-
wards the Home and Foreign Mission  Schemes, and for missionary services,
amount to $349.51, of which €30.25 were contributed by Middle River and
Baddeck. Respeetfully <ubmitted by

James W. Fraser.

——

Sinee Treported last, services were beld as follows :— Nov. 14, West Bay g
21, Strait; 28, River Dennis: Dee. 5, River Inhabitants; 12, West Bay : 26,
Btrait ; Jan. 2, River Inhabitants ; 9, West Bay ; 16, _iver Dennis i 23, Strait
20, River Inhabitants ; Feb. 6, West Bay; 13, Loch Lomond : 20, Stiait.

On Sunday 19th December, owing to a rain storm of unusual violenee, and
the consequent state of the reads, it was impossible for me to reach the Strait
in time tor service.  As it was the first time that such a circumstance occurred
since T eame here, it may sately be inferred that the weather was decidedly
temipestuons.

On Sandays, Geelie and English are preached during the day, and an
evening meeting held, weather permitting, in sume suitable honse—gencerally
where there are old people who cannat go out.  Meetings for public worship are
also frequently held dumng the week in private houses, or school-honses in lo-
ealitics ~o remote that the inhabitants cannot attend church on Sunday.

The sick are visited regularly.  Every family is also regularly visited, in so
far asitis possible.

In districts in which we have churches the attendance is steadily increasing.

It is 2 matter of regret that we have so few regular Sunday schools. I con-
duet < ne regularly myself at River Inhabitants. Now and again a schoolmaster
keeps a Sunday school in summer ; and when he leaves, it diessiniply from want
of competent teachers.  Itis an easy matter tostart a school, bar, 1f’ vou have
no teacher, it dies at its birth.  Sometimes you can get 2 well-meaning man
advanced in years to conduct it: but so far as my experience rovs, it soon ceases
to exist; tor, besides the want of' skill on the part of the teachers, there are no
tracts, no Child’s Papers, and no books to attract children and keep up their
interest in the school.  Besides, there arc many parents who won’t take the
trouble to send their children—not even to the weck-day school.  This indif-
ference is owing, among other causes, to the fact that many of themselves can-
not read ; and 1f they do laboriously spell through a page, they misundcrstand
it as often as not; and also to the depressing and doleful influences —spiritual
and moral, of hopeless never-ending poverty. It is easy to ask why don’t they
do thiz and that?  Why don’t they get books and tracts? Because, in the
first place, the class of persons I speak of dor’t want to get books and tracts,
and don’t care about them; and, in the second place, they could not pay for
them if they did want them.  The taste for reading has first to be developed by
providing books; after that, the demand for them will arise. I would respeet-
fully suggest to our wealthier congregations that should they set apart for this
end such books as have been read and re-read, and are no longer locked at by
their scholars, they might confer an unspeakable blessing upon many districts
hereabouts, where the young heathen are just as interesting, and, I had almost
said, just as ignorant, as in more distant regions, with this di®erence—that they
are the children of our own country and speak our own language.  Should any
one imagine that I have overstated the matter, I would remind him that after
having travelled up and down several thousand miles in all sorts of places, in all
kinds of weather, and in every vaiiety of road, I have some knowledge of the
position of’ people, and can speak with authority.

We received with thankfulness $100 from the Home Mission Fund for
West Bay Church, and I am glad to see that the Board recommend a grant of
another hundred.  For years the old church was in a wretched state. I have
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preached in it when the temperature insi-de the building, exeept in the immediate
vicinity of the crazy stove, must have been as low as zero, or several degrees
below 1t. It is now repaired, or I might say renewed, and is quite comfortable
even in the coldest weather.  As [ {ail to see the consistency off erving out for
¢ Union” and at the <ame time locking onr charches, T have, with the consent
of the Trustees, offered the use of it to the other Presbyterian body ~hould they
require it for public worship.

Fam glad to report an mereasing interest among our people in the Record.
Thirty-one copies are taken here where three years ago only three or four were
taken, and there are no bad debts.

On the Tth inst., when the weather for the first time this winter appeared to
promise a continuance of sleighing, Istarted for Lake Uist, in order to be able
to give information to the Preshytery concerning that quarter. On the 8th 1
reached  Framboise, expeeting to preach there next day.  An easterly storm,
which continued all day and blocked up the roads, prevented this, to my great
regret. I vax compelled to leave on the 10th in order to be sure of reaching
Lake Uist in good time.  All that dreary day I pushed on over a road—track-
less most of it, amd indescribably  wretched thronghout—until at nightfall 1
reachd the hospitable abode of I MeDongall. Esq. Next evening T preached
in the school house.  On the following day I visited some eld people who could
not come out. On Sabbath I preached three times to good audiences. On
Monday T held a business meeting. at which the people gave bonds for the
finishing of heir chareh.

They take ten copies of the Record at this place.  All T saw expressed their
desire to secure the services of Mr. D. Campbell during the coming «ummer, and
I promised to report accordingly.  They will, T think, be able to pay a little
more for Mr. Campbell’s services should he go there, than they did last year.

Respecttully submitted by

Jaues W. FrAsEr.

DUNCAN McLAREN'S “LITTLE BILLS" AGAINST THE
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

The radical member for Edinburgh i¢ aain seeking to distinguish him-
self at this Session of the Imperial Parliament by nibbling at the Chureh.
but we are glad to see that he has already received one or two severe
rebuffs even in the most Anti-Establishment House of Commons that has ever
been clected.  Ie first brought in a bill te abolish the assessment that is im-
posed on 0 "ners of land to erect and keep in repair the Churebes and manses,
and with w ich burden the land has been charged sin. o the Reformation, and
with which it 1s asways bought and sold, but on the second reading he was sig-
nally defeated by a majority of 117, viz.. 225 to 103, He next wished to dis-
turb the settlement of the Edinburgh Clergy annuity tax made in 1860 (and
by which the Chureh gave up much of her rights on the honorable understanding
that further agitation was to cease). bt the feeling of the House was so strong
against him that he had to withdraw his bill on the Lord Advocate promising
to bring in one instewl.  The Lord Advocate has redcemed his promise, and
hLis biil, which has every chance of passing, scems, on the whole, a woad one.
Its chief features are to give the Edinburgh Ecelesiastical Commissioners a
Iump sum of £60.000 s, instead of the annuity of £4.200 from the Town
Council : to give them also half the produce of the Church-door collections, the
other half. instead of the whole, as at present, being reserved for charitable
l:urposos; and best of all. to take away the patronage of the Churches from the
Magistrates and Town Council. and vest it in the Kirk-sessions. If this bill

asses, the long-vexed question will be finally settled; for there will be no loop-
10le left at which the most in<ignificant agitator can crawl in.



THE CUURCH OF SCOTLAND, 109

NEWS OF THE CHURCH.

St. Matihew’s, Halifax.— My, James F. Campbell has entered on his
dutics as Assistant Minister of this large and lonrishing congrecation. There
will he, in future, three serviees : imorning at 11, atternoon at 3. and evening at
7. thus giving to the large number of the congregation engaged =< Poachers in
the District Sunday Schools an opportunity to worship in their onn Charel in
the evening. We understand that Mr. Camphe’” dutie: wiil be chietly to take
the spiritial aversight of the soldies o the cardson. We wish our proising
young tricnd every possible success.

ar.—The scholars of St Audrew's Sunday School intend to hold
their Bazear in Mason Halll Haditax, on Tuesday, the 12th of the precent
month.  We Lope that all who can possibly attend will endeavour 1o do so.
The articles for sale will be found to comprise a large wssortinent. hoth nseful
and faney. By the kindness ot Colonel Mackenzie and the oflicers, the band
of the 7sth Thghlanders will be in attendance.

Roger's Hill.—Our attention has been called to the fact that the name
Af this congrevation should be added to the st published last month. o those
wiho cupport the Lecords We were unable to deeide with positive correctness
in reference to i, the pareel being addresed to ~ Millville”  Eighteen copies
are subrerhed and paid for inadvanee, and the agent, Mr. John McRay.is one
of the most prompt and satistactory we have.  The eredit of the eighteen was
given to Raltsprings.  We have no agent, however, for Cape John on our list,
and, a4~ i as we know, no Hecords are taken there.

Presbytery Home Mission Meetings in Canada.— An excellent
practice has sprung ap, of late years, in several of the most inportant Preshy-
teries of our Church in the Upper Provinees, of having aununal missionary
meetings in the various charges within the hounds, at which detailed statements
are read of what the various congregations have done during the past year,
and specehes are given on various subjects connecte U with the work on hand
Suel mectings have an exeellent effeet. A congregation that has collected
€2.52} for Home Missions, whea its neighbour has colleeted <1000 does not
like, at first, to have atteniion ealled to the fact s but when that 1 done, 1t asks
why shoul 1 the state of the case be o ?  The next step is to endeavour toeffect
a reforntion somehow. Probably the *schedule system™ i~ then adepted,
and it invisiably doublez or quadruples the old amount.  But as come people
distike this syvatem, we recommend to them a substitute adopted by S8t Andrew’y
Church. Perth, which raised last year for missions 304, in addition to $3.666 subs
seribed towards the Endowment Fund of Queen’s College.  As they foand it
difficult to keep up a regular succession of collectors. especially in the country
sections. the members ot the congresation were recuested to hand ing enclosed
in an envelope, on certain specitied Sabbaths, whatever sum they chose, * ac-
cording a~ the Lord prospered them.” and to state, it they thonght proper, the
schemes to which the money was to be miven. The muccess that has attended
this plan i< very great.  We only wonder that since they have evidently gone
on the Serpture mode of giving, they didn't carry it out in its entivety.  Why
not let the plan take effect on »every Londs day 7" But as to a course of
Prestiytery Home Mission meetings, why shouldn't our Presbyteries take up
such an excellent idea ? The mectings need not be confined to Home Missions,
but shonbi also tell what is done within the Preshytery for Foreign Misions,
circulation ot the Record, & Such mectings would gueatly stimulate the
liberality ot the people. '

Malifax Sabbath School Association—A public mecting of this
body was held in St. Andrew’s Chureh on the evening of the 1#th ult. Rev-
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G. M. Grant presided.  The superintendents of the six schools belonging to the
Association gave encouraging reports, and interesting addresses were made by
Hon. Jas. Fraser and Rev. Mesers. Thompson and Campbell.  The schokus
occupied the central portion of the building. and. with the choir, furnished ex-
cellent music.  We intended to present our readers with an abstract of the
Secretary’s Report, which extends over a period of ten years, exhibiting the
operations of the Socicty since its organization, but have been obliged to deferit.

Church Extension.—A laudable effort s now being made by the people
of Westville,—a branch of Rev. Mr. Philip's charge at Albion Mines.—to crect
a place of worship. A meeting was held on the cevening of the 21st ult,, and
the handsome sum of #1263 subscribed at once. A Building Committee and
collectors were appointed to provide the ways and means for accomplishing their
worthy object. It is proposed to huild a chureh capable of scating 700, The
whole preceedings were characterized by great harmony and enthusiasm.

NOTES OF THE MONTH.

IN Britain, parliament has been enlivened, not by keen debates, but by
topics of very great interest.  The Irish Land Bill has pasced the Commons.—
a measure of such extraordinary liberality that every farmer in Great Britain
must be wishing himself an Irisnman. It almost makes the occupier of land
part proprictor.  There can be no sudden evictions, and none for any cause ex-
cept for non-payment of rent.  The occupier of Jand, in leaving. will receive
the value of his inprovements.  In the face of all this. erime ison the increase.
and the country in an utterly lawless state.  Snch is the uncertainty ot life in
many districts, that we must estimate the unhappiness of the inhabitants not
only by the sufferings of the murdered and mammed, but b the innumerable
fears and alarm of the survivors. The kabeas corpus is to be suspended, and
the Irish press to be held liable for its ferocious appeals to the passions of the
ignorant and fanatical multitude.  In Britain, free institutions and intelligenee
have grown together ; but our laws work poorly in Ireland, where it is next to
impossible to get an intellizent and right-minded jury.  The sooner the govern-
ment of force is tried the better : and as the British Parliament is new, it could
pot be in safer hands.  The more moderate candidate has gained Tipperarr,
his voters supporting him at the peril of their lives.

Mie. Jacos Bricut introduces a very short but a very significant bill into
Parliament, namely, that in all Acts of Parliament the word * voters” shall e
held to mean persons of either sex.  There iv a small but influential party m
favour of female suffrage. We do hope that such a measure will never pass as
will soil the female character with all the filth of our dirty polities, and deprive
women of their true power as neutralg for healing up the feuds of politieal life.
The Scripture theory of family government is that the man represents the whole
family,—a theory eminently fitted to produce peace and order. The Word o
God presumes husband and wife to be of one mind; and if on any public mat-
ter they are not. they would be trifling sadly with their happiness, il to gratity
a few political hobbyists, they would proclaim this eppoesition to the public by
an open vote.  The question has many aspects, to which we need not advert, as
the measure 1s not likely to pass for some time.

In Fraxce there has been a ferment on account of the trial of Iierre
Bonaparte. e has been acquitted by a jury. It is sald thad the Emperor hoe
recommended him to leave France for a time.  He is known to be a violent
map. In this case his rashness has embarrassed the government.
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IN ruke CANADIAN PARLIAMENT astrong party advoeates a defensive tariff
as regards the United States, and a vigorions protection of the fisheries. The
Ameriean policy has greatly deranged trade, thrusting it from its natural courses,
Their policy is selfish, and at the sawe time hurtful to themselves. It ix a pity
to imitate such tolly in any degrec, but it may become necessiry in the end,
Of one thing we may be sure. namely, that the Americans will never tamely
sulmit to any restriction of their fishing Liberties.  ‘To the fisheries they attach
e high value; though, it seems, they will give nothing in return, Itis to be
hoped that nothing may ever produce war between Britain and America. They
are sister nations, notwithstanding their bitter rivalries and mutual recrimina-
tions.

Turur is much depression of trade in Nova Scotia. and no apparent im-
provement. The contraets on the Intereolonial have broken down, as was ex-
pected @ the prices being far too low.  This mismanagement is far from excusable
m amatter of such paramount intevest.  In Nova Seotia the great topic has
been the diswissal of Mr. Rand, Superintendent of Education. Much eloquence
has escaped and overfowed the pages of newspapers fur abeat 2 month. The
dismissals of" Messrs. George and Rand are political. That i< abont all that can
be said about them por se.” They show the folly of entrusting education to a
Buard of politicians, as such. Thvy have not fitness, but much unfitness, for
the business. They must leave all to the Superintendent, who manages school
affairs despotically.  He must ride every hobby he pleases, while they interfere
only when some political necessity urges.  They can dismiss officials. but for all
things else they have the worst possible qualifications. The management of
cducation, the protection of teachers and all school interests. require a Board of
enlightened and impartial business men, who will look sha~ \ly after the Superin-
tendent, and be as unbiassed as possible by polities. G ae last three weeks
discussion has had  the dismissals for its theme,—a matter not nearly so im-
portant as the fact that the Arichat schools remain as they were.  There is no
change in that respect, and Protestants pay for Roman Catholic tuition.  We
have much reason to be concerned at repected attempts to destroy our school
system, and to employ our resources in the serviee of those whose rule has ever
been attended by social misery and national degradation.

WLk it would not he hard to show that in politics we are cursed with
Romun Catholic ascendancy here. it does not seerr .o clear that Popery
increases so fast in Britain as its organs allege.  Ritualism has given to the Pope
n few noblemen and a large number of clergymen. At the begimming of this
century. the Roman Cathelies were 27 per cent, and now they are 13 per cent,
0* the population of Great Britain.  Yet they make as much noise as it they
were the only Christians in the land.  If mischief-making gives importance,
then they are truly important.

Tur Commission of the Church of Scotland has shown a considerable
amouut of dissent from the Report of the Committee on Patronage.  Dr. Cook
denies that it has always been unsatisfactory to the church.  This is not sur-
prising, as the document in question adopted the Free Church sense of the whole
matter far too strongly.  In tact, very few churches have taken seriptural ground
upon this question.  No man can find in the New Testament any instance of
lay-patronage, and none of a popular call. Tt is to be hoped that when these
matters come up for adjustment, the Chureh of Seotland will not follow in the
wale of other churches, but strike out a scriptural course for hercelf.  Were
she disendowed, she has nothing to fear either in point of revenue or numbers.
Dr. Candlish is to bring up the Union question before the Free Church
Assembly this year, and the oppusition are organizing themselves into a
socivty for the preservation of the distinetive principles of the Free Church.
The Irish Presbyterian Assembly is organizing a Sustentation Scheme.
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We should like much to have word now from our beloved Foreizn Missionary

and his lady.  We trust that

prusperous.

their voyage to Australia has Deen safe and

AP

WHY WEEPEST THOU?

‘When the heart is pressed with sadness,

And the lips wo more speak gladness,
And the eye with moisture fills;—

Oh! therc is a thought that’s cheering-—

God Jehovah,

ever hearing—

Knows each sigh His people heave.

Though the heart is torn with anguish,
Though the spirits droop and languish,
And the face depictures grief;

Still, there’s happiness in sorrow,
When God turns to joy the morrow;
Why then, Christian dost thou weep ?

Wallace, 2nd Nov., 1863. T, McCurpy,
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