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OF TIIE
Sree Ghureh of Nova  Seofta.

f vor 1 [LALIFAY, N.S., SEPTEMBER, 1833,  No.o.

TUHE IXDIFFERENCE OF TIHE overy enterprise is woing well with him®
WORLD TO TUE ONVE PARA-  Should this world engage our »ole atten-
MOUNI INTEREST. tion?  Should secular interests merely,
However it is to he explained, hat the  ¢heross our time, and forw the cnly ob-
men of the world exhibit a deplorable in- Juct of our pur-uit ? What noble powers
dfference to the one arand interest that ¢ expended wpon these! What fine
| onaht 1o enuage one concern or attenti- fevlies are made the servants of en-
B o0, is too obviors (o need any proof. A gdewents that onght nof exclusively to
L great gl as it were, divides the twoop- chim them ! The terwivation of a ca.
B nosite states, or conlitions, of man—his TeCT which has been soleiy for this world
temporal ek spimual. e i onan a. dppears a sad solecism when one comeg
rena on which there are two ereat parts to die, and finds the end of all his enter-
to be plaved 5 two great dramas; of Prses to be on this side of time, and ex-
R which (e denovement or catastrophe is Btenvee is like a thread that has been
yery dilforent.  ecording as it is his suapped, without any continmty.  We
funparal ov spivitnal part that is cared COWE 10 a pause, {“"l see the sad ‘!'fl‘”"'
for, s action partakes of one oranother POrtion between tie st and whatisnow
chavacter. It he assgn sole importance 00 future. — Wo are arrested, and we
B 1) the oue, il his elorts and actings will hardly vealize—we are contounded—hat
B e characterized accordinely ;s it the o- Wecould have lived wholly for tue, been
her is alowred is Jegbimate place, the ¢nrossed exclusively with its objects,
nt of the ferlings, and divection of the and scarcely speet a thought upon cter-
nergivs, will correspoud. We see, how- 11U The immense disparity between
ver, the temporal wsurps the place over the interests of the one aud those of the
e spiritnal. - Man }ouks upon himselt'as other, uow appears.  Weare made to re-
B 11, for tinic ; as hoving only ths world alise our true destwies. The great dra-
B e for; and his object is to live for W@ bas been played wrongly. = The ler-
Biis world, 1o get on as prosperously in 2inutivn to the acls is aliogehers disimo-
B 25 he can. 1o embarks all bis ener- Porlioned fo ths m—the exit [rom the stage
ts on the tide of secular enterprise, or 35 DOt 2 sequel to the part that has been
8. aits down the current of time, heed- performed.  Is nan, howover, 1o be al-
s of the Tature, or with as little regard  together indiderent to his tewperal .x!lu
8 thc claims of another state of existeree Tests?  Cermainly not. Luta beantinl
B possible.  What althoush his enter- €ODiMUty nuy he preszived, even when
ises are often baffled, he sees the wreck 1t 1S our teraporal interests that are at-
bis schemes, a e relentless wave tended to, so that there need be no vio-
& disappointmen ers all his fordly lent chanze when we are passing from
ctished hopes, the preseut Liv is all to time 10 cturnity,—asinevitabily we mnsg 2
B, 2l disappointment teaches no les- there need be uo such disparity between
IRk vilh resard 1o the importance of a- the two states: the one may harmonicus-
her. Nor does man seem to see tho 1y run into the other  The actor may be
Wl part ho is playing even while his the same, and the drama may be consis-
emes are most successful, and when fent. Man bas only 10 realise bis spivi-
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tual interests when he is engaged with
his temporal : he has but to remember
that he is destined for etornity while he
has to live in a part of time—that he has
a soul that is to live for ever, as well as
a body which must crumble into dust —
The business of this world should not
solely engross us. ' We may be deligent
in business, while we are fervent in spi-
rit, serving the Lord. The difficulty is
to preserve the proper balance between
the temporal and the spiritual, between
the claims of the one aud those of the o-
ther. The seeret is with the christian,
and with him alone. Ile knows how to
keep the one in its proper place, in sub-
ordination to the other. The world does
not engross his pursuit. He remembers
he has two parts to play; or rather, in
the great drama of life, he sees that
there is but one prineipal part; and that
the temporal is an accessory mevely to the
main destiny. He has Leen taught by a
wistom not his own, 1o regard the soul as
having wants superior to those of the bo-
dy, to recognise the superiority, and act
with a regard to it. The claims of the
spiritual have asserted their proper au-
thority. 1hey have arrested his attenti-
on, and form no subordinate place in his
calculations. As deplorable a deadness
to all spiritnal concerns may have for-
mer'y characterised him, as others. The
world was all with him Ilow to pro-
mote his temporal well-beina—toadvance
his secular interests—to enjoy this pre-
sent lite—to sail most smooihly along the
stream of time—to catch its most favoring
v zes—and invite its most pleasant
gales—was all his concern.  Or to pro-
vide for his own, and those of hiz own
house, was the sum of his being. Dut a
new direction has been given to his
thoughts. An interest has been awaken-
ed in spiritual concerns.  The Bible has
gpoken to him—or the word of the preach-
er—or the voice of Providence. Iter-
nity has loomed upon him: the soul has
urged its own claims: God has taken up
his suit, presented his plea: Christ has
made his appeal: the espirit has not
wrouglf®in vain: and an entirely new
current has been given to his views and
his teelings.  The process may have been
imperceptible, or, although not unmark-
ed, yet gradual. And what is now his
feeling or experience 2 He lives not for
time alone: he has another world to
which his mind travels, in which his in-
terests lie, which sometimes invites away
his thoughts, and bears him up in its lot-
tier and purer «ir. He sces not cvery
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thing tirough the medinm of this world,
His views and aims are not essentially
and entirely worldly. He docs not make
calculations only for this present life. Hig

leasures are not entirely of this earh.

le drinks from a heavenly fountain, and
draws ont of the wells of salvation. * Up.
ward” is his almn, as it is his wotto. 1o
s seeks thie stars”, but not in the secular
sense of that expression : he seeks thosg
things which ave above. God and Christ
and heaven have engaged his affections
as they have arrested his view. He aets
for another world as well as for the pre-
sent. Ile lays out his schemes for the ad-
vancement of God’sglory, and of'the Re-
deemer's kingdom, and for the spiritual
well-being of his fellows. He has a life
above, as well as on, the earth. Heaven
ocrupies his thoughts, and to it he knows
his pathway ascends. When he leaves
this world he hasa home in the skies, and
he exchanges an earthly bouse for ahea-
venly.

Far different is it with the man of the
world, with bim whose views have under-
gone no salutary change, whose aims and
objects are all of this earth. The world
is all to him: time bounds his horizon—
shuts up his prospect. What is of this
earth alone ¢ngages his thoughts and af-
feetions.  His commercial schemes—his
polirical prajects—his professional designs
—wholly engress him. e thinks not ol
another world  Ile is cither an infidel
altogether in regard to it, or it seldom or
never oceupies his thonahts.  Ile devotes
all his energies to his worldly avocations
—rplans, speculates, works most assidu-
ously—is faithlul in the counting-hoase,
at the mart, in the balls of legislation, at
the bar, or on the bench of justice ;—and
then the pleasures of learned leisure,of §
intelligent converse, of literary or scien-
tific pursuit, of fashionable amusement,
of social intercourse :—sum up the whole
of life, and life’s ocvcapations and enjoy-
ments.  Perhaps the cares of property,
the labours of the field, the mechanical ¥
employments; engross the attention, and §
ovcupy the mind, But whatever it be,
with the worldling, the mind is set upon
the particular pursuit, is devoted to the
particular avocation. It is as if material
effects, worldly pleasureggwere enough
to engage the immortal t. Its rela-
tion to God, and its capa®&y for immor-
tal happiness, are not thought of. God
and eternity are shut out of view. A
wretched compromise is made, to the ef-
fect of exclading all regard toa future §
world, in order thaj as much as possible i
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of this world may be enjoyed. A cove-
nant is made with death, and an agree-
went with hell.

But what is especially wonderful, and
chiefly culpable, is the indifference that is
exhibited to Christ and his gospel. There
is something in the treatment Christ meets
with—were he capable of being aflected
by haman conduct—extremely unworthy,
and basely ungrateful.  An earthly bene-
factor would not meet with such treatment.
And what a benefactor is Christ! The
son of the Most Iigh God united him-
relf with our nature, and, in one person,
beeame a sacrifice for our sins.  Can any
thing exceed that event, in the benevo-
lence it exhibits,as well as the mighiv con-
descension it evinces? Be astonished,
O carth }-~thine own Creator was mani-
festesd on thee in human form,and taberna-
cled in a body of clay @ IIe who was the
Creator of man became man—took our
nature into personal union with his own.
He did so, that he might die for us, give
his life a ransom for many  Surely in-
differrnee to this truth argues the wost
deplorable insensibility, the most heart-
Jess eallonsness  Should any thing be al-
Jowed to dislodge this truth from its pro-
per place in the heart ?  Let none say,
they do not know whether Christ died
Jor them  Ile died for sinners; and can
you say he did not die for you? Ohb, let
this truth arrest the most careless, the
most worldly, aye, and the most guilty.—
1le died for sinners.  Itis a faithful say-
inz and worthy of all acceptarion, that
Christ came into the world to save sin-
ners.  Are we not sinners? Do we not
need Christ’s death?  Can we be safe if
we are indifferent to Christ’s atonement?
« How shall we escape if we neglect this
areat salvation ?”  Let the sleep of men
be broken. Let the news of Christ’s
death aroase them from their leaden slum-
bers. Awake to an interest in this great
event Pause for a moment, and think

| of this great truth. Itis the one event,
% thcone truth!
B in‘crestsand concernsin comparison with
B this? What can save us but this? What
B can make us eternally happy but this 7—
& Not the world—not our earthly greatness
& —not any of the world'’s unsatisfying plea-

What are all our petty

| sures, and evanescent pursuits, and frail
b possessions, and fleeting honors,  Christ’s
- death is the grand interest: the absorbing
j event.  Let gratitude plead with us—let
b scif-interest plead—!let the atiractions of
f Chivist plead —his glorious person—~his
8 vonderful condescension—his amazing
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love—-his marvellous-—miraculoug——
death !

— e

REV. MR. BONAR'S ADDRESS

Ox PRESENTING T CoLoNIiar CoyM-
MITTEE’S REPORT TO THE (FENE-
RAL ASSEMBLY.

Mr, Boxar said—Moderator, the Repott
of the (“olonial Committee has heen put in-
1o the hands of members of this house, We
took up a corner of the great field commit-
ted to us on a former accasion. We are
now to enter on the field itself. But weare
warranted to make a selection. inasmuch as
the last General Assembly charged the Co-
lonial Committee with the special care of
Australin.  Since that time. emigration has
greatly increased, and the departures from
this country to Australin have for some time
been estimated at 1000 per day.  Among
these, our own countrymen hold a foremost
place. The mysterious bond which links
men to their own,~their native soil, scems
in some mysterious way fo have lost its
hold; and those who loved so well their
Scottish homes, seem all willing to @o forth
and take possession of the waste places of
the earth, which, doubtless, God has been
reserving for them.  Sir, it never could be
right to let such multitudes of our country-
men go forth to any land without striviug
to sond for them, and with them. the means
of prace. By every consideration of what
we owe to them, by every consideration of
what we owe to ourselves, we are bound to
do our utmost, that these our fellow coun-
trymen and fellow-christinas might carry
with them whatever religions impressions
they' may have liad, and might enjoy. amid
the trials and difficulties to which they musg
necessarily be exposed,~—the gospel minis.
trations which so many of them leave with
tears of the sincerest regret.  This wonld he
true in any circumstances, and in any new
country. It is peculiarly true of Australia,
and of those who o there. There is no a-
dequate spiritual provision for them there.
LEven before the present tide of emigration
hezan to flow so largely, there was great
destitution of ministers of our churchin Aus-
tralin. In the whole of our territories—in
Eastern Australia, in Southern Australia.in
Victoria, in Western Australia, and Van
Diemen's Lund—ithere were at the beginning

of this year only thirteen ministers in con-
nection with us. And then it cannot be de-
nied, and ought not to be concealed, that the
social state of society in the gold regions
and cities conneeted with them, is lamenta-
hle and alarming. Great multitudes are
congregated there, who are cither thirsting
for gold. or gloating over the unexpeeted
pleasures and graitfiestions which the pos-
gession of it has given to them. Many whoe
bear the brand of condemned criminals have
escaped from other regions, and mingle in
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eommon seciety there; and all these ele.
suents ave crowded together in a way which
gives to the communication of evil a fearful
advantage.  1f, therefore, we would save our
countrymen from the contantination of such
A state of things,—if we would preserveour
sous and daughters from its evil influenzes,
~if' we would save society itself from disso.
lution, from perishing wits own corruption,
—~if we would save that country from be-
coming another Sodom,~—cursed instend of
blessed with its riches nnd fulness of bread,
we must hasten thither with the blessed gos-
pel, which is the light of the world and the
salt of the earth,—we must <cck to leaven
the whole mass with that Word of Tvuth
which is the hope of nations, as well as of
individuals,

But we will take too narrow a view of
these new regions of the earth, and of our
own duty in reference to them. if we con-
fine ourselves to the present. We mustlook
beyond, to the wide-spread regions waiting
to he filled, and to the future state and cha-
racter of those who fill these regions.  We
see what God is doing ; but no one can tell
what he desizns to do. either in Australi,
or for it, or by itin the carth. Evidently
great things aro in store for that land.—
Great nations and great events are there
casting their shadows before them. And
therapidity of all that has passed makes us
feel that nothing is impossible, or almost
improbable, as to their speedy development.
Sir, inthe whole of Australia, mn_the year
1810, the British settlers amounted to only
10.000.and so recently as 1528 to no more
than 36,000. They are now cstimated at
500,000, But u few years since, Sydney
wus & very inconsiderable place ; now it is
a capital with 70,000 inhabitants, and sm-
rounded on all sides with & corresponding
territory.  3ut fourteen years ago, South
Australia was searcely known, now it has
aregularly built capital with 20,000 inha-
bitants, and a large and beautiful back coun-
try rapidly filling with villages and towns.
Sixteen years ago, Melbourne was but a
few scattered houses in & desolate neigh-
bourhood ; three years ago the province, of
which it is the capital, was only a pendi-
cle of New South Wales; now Melbourne
is & city, emulatng in numbers, and far ex-
ceeding Doth in fixed and floating wealth
this ancient city, which has taken
50 many centuries to rise. Of that one ci-
ty the rental is upwards ofa million ster-
ling per annum; and besides alt weekly
supplies, there come into it not fewer than
£40,000 from 70,000 diggersevery week.—
And then there is nonatural limit to this.
I'his country, though it be called an island,
is un island of continental dimensions. It
is as large as Edrope. The soil is far more
productive. ‘The climate ripens any fruit,
and brings to perfection cverygrain. The
precious metals still increase; and the re-
sources and boundless possessious on which
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they may be lnid ont in every comveniones
of civilized soviety, as the populution in-
creases, only buegin to be known,  Eustern
Aunstrealia contains 30.000 square mji'es.—
Soath Australia itself extends 834 miles in
length, and 538 in breadth, and rejoices
two hundred millions of acres—an acre to
ench of two hundred millions of soul- —
Western Australia is still larger in dimen-
sions; and beyond, you'have T'nsmania, o.
qual in size and beanty to cither England
orIreland. Line after line of these vast tey-
ritavies will come to be taken up med plant.
ed with eitiey, villages, and dwellings of
men,wlo will transplant to them the wealth,
the advancement, and the manuers matured
in the Old World.

And here is the grand peculinrity of their
position’ and ours. The infaney of these
future nations is committed to us. ‘The
formation of their character, for good or for
evil, is put into onr hands.  We have their
training, when ouly that ¢an be accomplish.
ed either in nations or individuals—in thew
youth. And this, cither *u the oneor the
other, ean be done 1 any gond purpose on-
ly by imparting to thew that wospel which
has the promize both of this bfe and of that
which is to come. As we sneeeed or fail
in this, there will rise there a well-ordered
and well-conditioned population. carsying
the improvements, the velicion, the nyorali-
ty. the civil and religions liberty, the hene-
volence and bencficence of Britain, into
these wide regions, or the reverse of all this,
—Christian commuuities, or commuuities
Tapsed into heathenism ;—a North Ameriea,
with its freedom, and without its dark blog
of slavery—or & South America, with it
transplanted ignorance and superstion ;—a
New Britain, with all the exuberant frnisful-
ness of a richer soil—or the miseralble aborti.
ons of Popery, Puseyism, and infidelity,
with all their dire and dreadful progeny of
ignorance, poverty, and crime: And surely
no exertions ean be tov great to he made—
no sacrifice too expensive 1o be given—io
secure that it may he the first. and nor the
last. (Great applause.) Whatever we
may do, other parties sce the' importance,
and age secking possession of this glorivns
counfry,—~of its present, and of its future.—
Infidelity is cager to lay its chilling and
deadly hand on its fair fields. The blast-
ing and polluted pages of the infidel press
are, alas! often the first-fruits of printing
which reach the most distant settlements,
and leave among the wilds of a remote and
pastoral country that poison which destroys
.every hope of man, The Church of Rome
is unwearied in its cfforts; aaduby armics
of pricsts, and all their a t means,
cudeavours to shut out the y for cver
from the virgin soil. Puse; ith its ef
Jite and diluted Popery, offers aform of re-
ligion to those who seck no more; and sure-
Iy it is high time for all who love the truth
to hasten to & land so besci by the darkcest
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andd deadliest forms of error, with that trath
which both enlightens and puvities,  Hapi-
v, not only on one part, it on the partof
others al o, better influences me at work.—
Various  denominations  are now exerting
themnelves for Aunstadia, The Wesleyan
Methadi . < have w tive Jabowrers there—
The Indepudons of Englaml are moving
nthistiehl.  “fhe United Seceson Church
of o own fand has sont severat aloo ;s and
the evangelteal past of the Chnreh ot Eng-
land has wot been idle. The venerable Bi-
shop of Mulbourne lately mave a most toneh-
me sceconnt of bis own fabours, and pres<ed
Jus Churelt to send forth Inboarers like
Whitctield and Wesley,nts a0 others zould
do. Shortly afier a great neeting was held
in England, to raise £44,00010 endow bish-
rpries,amd wore than L3000 was collected
onthe spot.  Yurely such things should stie
us up 10 exertion m seuding forth labour-
ers, knowing that setther their labours nor
ours shall he in vain if they are in the Loud;
and that all, that al! of' us can do do, will
not nestrly keep paee either with the rapid
increase of the colony, or tire restless acti-
vity of the agents of evil.

But we will take & narow view of our
work in Australia, it we confine it with.a
event its own vast domai. Australin is in
the wide "ovvan what Palestine is in the
arth, as 1o sitnation. Pl a hiving and
vigorons christiag chureh theve. Take pos-
sesstgn of it in the name of the Lord., Lot
sehools, and colicges. and churehus vise, Let
mssions to the leathen, and means of tacir
support, spring vy there, with all the wealth
which they have, Let printing, pubhishing,
and circuiating 1he Seriptures, pe in fall o-
perazion; and then you have means of evau-
gelizing the world, whicl the world has ne-
ver betore seen. The mitlions of China—
the masses of India—the hordes of Mirea
—the tmousand isles of the South Sea—uve
alm ctose proximity to the shorves of the
New Worlde  Ou them frowit, the full pow-
er of ehristiit exertion could be brought to
benr—unot w drops, as at present, bat in
talt strems—uot n distant and uneertain
sappiy, bui in combined und continuous cf-
fori—not frow wiagazines 100 Far removed
ever to e cfficient, but from marazines
lodged so close to the enemy, as to afford
the means of reinforcing every point, aud
messing forward every advantage.

These things the Colonial Commiitee
have sought 10 bear constantly in mind,
when endeavoring to fullil the solemn
charge given to it by the church with re.
speer 10 Australing and we humbly hope
we have in some degree been successfal,—
Lverywhere we found our people ready to
responnd 1o our call for the extra collection,
authonised by las¥ Assembly for this pur-
pose. In Australia itself, a similar spirit
began to appear. At the very time that this
church was consideving how ministers mighs
be sent, the church i Australia was consi-
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deriug how they mighs better advance the
same objeet, and piepare for their reception,
New Sotth Wales haseent £+915 Vietoria,
£Lo2e; making nall, L1217, Nay ore,
at the very  time when the mds of the
Lord'’s people wuire anakened 1o tie cons-
deration of this sw'iedt, the mitids of many
of vur most hopeful sewdents and proachers
were led to think of the claims ofthe eolo-
nies as a field of abow. We have found
many wikiing to consider and respond to
our calll We lwoe actaally appoiuted to
Awstralia sinee st Asserably twenty mi-
uisters, most of whom have already taken
the fickd, orare on theiv way, Three of
these, the Rev. My Granz, who<e missiona-
ry zeal has long been known, and the Rev,
Mr M avis), whose devoted scevices i the
Hereules nave drawn to him the hearts of
all, and the Rev. My Login of Papa Wes.
tray is ahout to do the stine. LThe others
wege ordained for tus pussion, Of these
youthtal labourers, L will venture to say thue
they are not auworthy of the high position
given to them, oy oi the coalidence which
tire Chureh reposes in thiem by calling them
to that position.  They hehl o kigh place
amony theie felfow-stndents nt home, and
we feel assured that they will take a like
piace among fellow lubouvers abroad. (ear)
But the colonists have ~hown their sound
practical wisdom. and thelr iutelligentsense
ot their own position, by olicnt ashing us 10
send them not only  addive, vigoreas, aud
devoted youny labouiers, but il pussible,
some of longeyr studing aad more expeii-
enee—some of those who lad wingled “aall
the zeenes, and shaced inali the procecdings
of our Chureh during the ten years of hee
couflict, and the dunovsus nteresting ten
years of her separate existence.  And very
happy we are to say, that even this we have
been able 10 doin a way which tilis our
hearts with wonder, and with hope aiso, for
the future of that land. At whe huow aught
of the Gache speaking popubation of our be-
laved counry, m norts, east, or west, kinow
that therr unguage. thedr tials, and sorrows,
amd di: tiesses, all that concerns their velief,
their comtor:, their advancement, all that
ean and does draw the contidence, the admi-
ration, aud the love of the Lyrhtand Chris-
tian heart, stand comnected with, and ever
will stand connecied with, the name ot Dre
Mlntosh M'Kay of Dunoon. All who
know the peculiarities of a colonial posic-
on—the public spirit—the personal weight
—the devotedness—the preaching gifts—the
outcoming kinduess of heavt, and power of
awakening the better but oficn dormang
sympathics of our countrymen, which are
so pecenharly needed, and have the plea-
sure also of knowing the Rev. Dv. Adam
Cairns, late of Cupar, will acknowledgo
how largely he possesses these quali--
ties. And these ave the two brethren who,
fully answering all that colomsts have 20
eavnestly desired, have agree to leave all
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that Linds them here, and to go forth on
this great eutevprise.  Sir, tho instunce of
such men as these, just when they might
warrantubly, after all their struggles, and
all their ettorts—have been seeking vespite
and rest for the remaining years of their hfe
entering  ou o ficld of such duty and such
Jabour, where they must expect so many
privations and cuduove so many hardships,—
lenving  comfortable homes und attached
flocks tor this great work, undaunted by all
its difticulties, is no ovdinury cvent. Iet
men suy as they will, we will ventare to
call this a great thing~u great thing tor the
individuals themselves to do n a right spi.
rit—a great thing for congregations, so nue-
merous, so attachied, to covsent to—un great
thing for a Chureh so attached 1o her stan-
dard-bearers, und from whuse ranks tiwe 15
s0 rapidly thaming them out, 10 sanction
and accomplish—n great thing for Aunstra.
lin to reccive—a thing which stamps at once
the etfore now mrking tor planting a puve
and true Presbyterian Churelt there, with
onr full ineasure of approbativa—our desice
10 advanee it at whatever cost to ourselves.
Bat winle it is & great thing, it is ot two
great athing,  IF we are tosend men woe-
cupy this great ficld, we st not giudge
our best men, both young aud old. We
are founding emptres there, aud we should
not gradge those who will conmand the at-
tention and respect of ull who are engaged
in the work,  We arcassisting iu laying the
foundation of 2 new branch ot the Christian
Chureh; and never are materials worse
spared than in the fuundution. We are
taking our position in thue great land, and
ull the futare  will depend  ou that position
being nghtly and ntluentially ke —
(Cheers.)

But whileevents are pressing on us the im-
portunce of Australia,we mustnotforget vth-
er portions of vur tietd 1 the 2ame 1eg10us of
the eavth. Mew Zeatand will douutiess rise
with its wealthier, neighbours ; and its plea-
sant chimate and ferute soil, will probavly
reeeive many who may distike the vustle of
@ more active community.  And thas year
we have been able 1o supply Auckland, the
seat of Government.  Wellingion, another
New Zealand eapital, has also been supph-
ed A new body of settlers are about to go
to Otago, aud with them we expect to send
o muister. New Plymouth, also, has lodg-
ed its call with us, und we coufidently ex-
pect that by next year we will have the mna-
terials of o Syunod n these istands.

But important ug these Australasian re-
gions are, we feel in no degree drawn from
other spheres in the same region cqually in-
teresting. It will be remembered that two
or three years since 8 proposal was made to
seud & minister to Agra, and 50 to enter on
the yreat field of northern Indis. Atlength
this important step has been taken., The
Rev. Mr. Clarke has goneto Agra with
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every prospect of being cordinly feceived

Linse year 1t was our sud duty to anuounce
that the imporiunt church at Caleutta way
vaeant by the resignation of the Rev, J. M'-
Kail.  That vacant congregution has, how -
ever, been supplied by another of our belov-
ed breshren, Rev.J. Milne, under o deep
feehing of his own daty to the great Head of
the Church, and in the midst of the teary
and regrets of one of the larges. congrega-
tions which any munister ever rejuiced m,
ottering himself for thas woik.  Vhe neces-
sury steps were tiken, and on the 20th day
of Apul, Me. Milue left Southampton for
this new charge in Caleutta, who will doubt.
less see wthes o proot of our anxiety to
sympuathise with them, and to sulter all
things for thew sukes.

Leaving the Bast, and passing to the fields
of labour which have been louger famihar
to the Church, the committee have also -
poctane and agrecable intelligence 10 com-
municate to the Assembly.  Anudst thede-
sulunions of that dreadful fever which has
Jard low so many i the West Indies, it 1y
matter of recognition and thaskluiness, that
while our mitsters and misstonaries lavor-
ed with the most anvemitung dibygenee a-
md the sick and dying—and  though some
of them  have lost members of their ho use-
holds and members of their families, and
have had themselves to scek u chunge of
climate, yet they ave still spared 1o us, and
in sume purt of the sume ticld or wuother
are all miving themselves to the work of the
Lovd. Lhe Portuguese in Lrinidad con-
tinue under the eare of Mr Vieiro, and they
have sent hun howme, with an - carnest re-
quest, that he might reeeive ordimuation at
e hands of this Church, which we hope iv
may be tound’ possible 1o give,

1u Canada, the operattons of the Com-
miitee for the year have not been wany, but
they have been important. At the last meet-
ing of” Assembly, 1t was stated that the Freo
Chureh, Quaebee, was i progress.  Being
now completed, the congregation sent ons
of their number, James Giob, lisq., to Scot-
lund, for the purpose of procuring the ser
vices of unie of our mimsters for wthat impor-
tant charge.  In folfilment of this mssion,
Mr Gibb left one of the lurgest businesses
in America, not to spend weeks only, but
wonths in this conntry. During all that
time he continued in close communication
with the Colonial Commnttee, and at length
we cordintly agreed in asking the Rev. ‘Lho-
mas Clark of waxwelton, Duwfries, to go
to Quebee.  With that devotedness which
is so refreshing to sce umongst cven the
more advanced of our ministers, My Clark,
after much anxious considerstion, and m
the midst of the most unfeigned testunontes
of aftection, agreed 10 go, und has new for
some time filled that impovtant sphere, We
have now, therefore, the happinessof sceing
the great frontier cities of our American em-
pire filled with ministers, whoso names, for
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the most part, are fumiliar to us as house-
ho'd words,  Qur respected  father, Dr.
Burns, sull oceupies Loronto. s son s
rupidiy gathermg 1o lmself a large amd m-
flaential congregation m Kigston,  The
Kev. D Fraser, i student of the New Col-
lege, but a heentinte of Canada, 15 doing the
sane t Cote Steeet, Montreal, so loig un-
der the diveet clinrge of tus chueeh ;5 while
at Quebee wo have the Rev, Mo Clark. A
rouwed these ave gathered upwards of eighty
mumisters in tixed congregations, stretehtng
gver every portion of the lavge tield of Up-
per and Lower Canada, and springing ous
of these agam are many stations, ull ready
to receive and anxious for the services of
stased ministers,  Pastially the college, nu-
der the supumintenderce of the Rev. Dr
Willis, 15 beginung to supply these.  With
Mr. Clark we have sent this ) car two preach-
ers, both of whom are called and scettled
and yet the wants of Canada are not sup-
phed.  The Conudean ficeord say~ that there
15 sull roont in that great country for twen-
ty more of pur preacuers, i they are only of
the right stamp. A private wdndual, deep-
ly mtevested an the sprrnual state of that
country, has offered outtit for six of them,
it they can be found 5 and a tfriend m Gias
go+, whose ships have often conveyed spi-
Htual treasures to that counuy bulore, s
offered free passages to these ax labourers,
T wrust many of our youws men will be for-
ward in oflermy thetsenes fur tis work,
and that before the sunumer vessels leave,
the Commuittee will be able to aval thew-
selves of the generous otets of the hicads
we have mentioned.  Meanwhle, vwe can
now rejuive in the Presbytetan Chuveh of
Canade s @ Christtan Church tahugg its
Place tmnong the Chrisuan Churches ot the
world. It ltas its sessions, Presbyteries, and
General Synod, nwmbering not less, atits
aunual meeting, than 1o members.  lthas
its college, its profussors, its students, und
preparatory academy ; aud withal has o
spirit of euterprise aud vigour which gives
the happicst promise of onward progress—
It has its Home Misston and French Cana-
nadian Mission, and Widow'’s Fund Asso-
ciation; and it makes an annual coilection
for our Foreign Missions, and sometimes
also & general collection fur our Jewsh Mis-
sions.  (Hear, hear.) But deep trials
lave been mixed up with these hopeful
movements. 1f we have hud to mark the
removal of ministers who were standard-
Dbearers amongst us, thut Church bas had to
mourn a like eventin her 2iderstup.  Threc
of the most distinguished of that body—
whose names will long live in the religious
history of thut country,—who were beauti-
fulin their lives, and not far separated in
their death—James R. Orr, Esq., Moutreal;
Joha Fraser, Bsq., London; and John Burns,
Esq,, Toronto—have suceessively been call.
ed from the scene of their lubours, and, in
the midst of theiv usefulness, to their hea-
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ycnly rest. We trast others will be ralsed
in thew place, and that their devoted and
uxclul lives will long remun a pattern for
the eldership in that aud in other countiies.

Bue our fiehl in North Nweriea is nog
contited to the upper provinces of Canada
Bastand Canada West.  Besides these thera
are vast pussessions in these latitudes un-
der Brizish vule, aad peopled with a very
large numher of owr countrymen. Thy
lower provinces of North An\brim—Cupo
Breton, Prince Edward Lland, New Brunse
wiek, and Nova Scotin—streteh over u vast
amonnt ol territory, and include a larger
proportivg of Preshyterians than any simi-
tar space out of Scotlamd.  OF all these
Cape Breton aloue has had anything liko
minsterial sunply, wnd through the grent
exertions of the late Mrs M*Kay aud those
who have with like spirit taken up her in-
portant work,  And then the brethren in
these regtous have all been tied for some
dears past by repeated fusinres of erops and
general stagnanon of trade. They are in
many eases wilely spread, and the country
thuty inhavited.  They uee mueh distenet
ed with pulitical distnetions and divisions ;
and alogether the sield of the lower provin-
ees forms ove of the most imteresting and
difticuit portions ot the tield couneeted” with
the Libours of the Colonm! Commit ce.—
What adds o the pracueal didliculty, and
yet nmparts unspeakable importanee to eve-
iy cffort made, is the mtense mierest tele in
suany places inyespect to spiritual things,
and the great desive manifesied for gospel
mmistrations, It is o lugh privileze for a
Chureli to have sent & mimster 10 these ve-
gions who can g.ve auel an account of his
Master's work as the Rev. Mr McLeod, late
of Logie Euster’; does, with respeet to the
last communion geeasion in his vew charge
at Mura:—>Lor the first time since tho
world began,” he says, » the sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper was administered av Mi-
ra. A centeal place was fixed upon, so as
to accommodate all the surrounding settle-
ments.  The wemher was remarkably fa-
vourable, and upwards of five thousand as-
sembled. It was found that of a truth the
Lord was in the midst of us. At times this
vast assemblage appeared to be one melied
mass. Many were wuly awuakened; aud
since then the work scems to be very gene-
ral throughout the seutiements at Jarge. It
is still progressing.  And what makes iz pe-
culinrly pleasing is, that though not contin-
ed 1o them, it is principally among the
young, and especinlly among the young
men, some of whom were formerly the most
careless and indifferent,  Now they cannot
deny that they feel the power of religion.—
They therefore recommend it to others ; aud
such numbers attend church that we can
scarcely get a place sufliciently large to ac.
commodate them.” Well may that worthy
servant of the Lord add, “ Of all the fields
connected with the ¥ree Church, I do gin-
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eorely think this i< one of the most interest-
i But, abs! how animportant in the es-
tmation of many ! How witeriy ignorant
and regoadless ot its elaims ! Buat now that
the Lord is pleased, in arennukable man-
ner to achaowlede it asn field which he
hras blesseds it shioubd ot be overlooked "=
Aud we foanshiy Lopeat will notbe overlook-
e, erther i tue praye s or excitions of' this
Chureh, With il this it is not o be denied
that tirere ave wveat difficulties in the way,
not vty of extending the Chureh, but even
of perpetiattig it in Nova Scotia aned the o-
He e lone prosices, Aund henee the come
wmittee havg for some time past, promised,
as soon as fossihic, o tarn their attention
more disiinens aaddeliberately o this field,
The present Yo, atier the fiest exertioa for
Australiaeis over, seeins aauptable time jand
as the hasix of futnre operations, the com-
muttee have resoived to ask the Rev. Mve
MeLean of Tobermory, who is deeply inte-
resied in thes s regtons, sl weil knownand
muael loved theee, along with come otaer
hreather, to visit thee seattered thowsands,
[n teis they will proably be pinad by the
murh respeetel con sner of the Colownl
SMisseme ol the el Picbrternan Charen,
e Reve Mre Maviare ol Londoadeery.—
(Hear.)  Aul beture another Assembiy, the
Comauttee kope jo bein apo:iton torepoit,
as the resalt of their dbehibersuions and ex-
ertions an this sw ot onlya number of
addinonai Lbonvess, but also a0 better di-
pested plan for thow sapport.

We have sait nothaiz. and can say no-
thing ai s advaneed peviod of e Assem-
by sittiagzs, of many postions of our jarge
tictd—of Jum o Antizua, of the Free
Churelt in Trinidad, of Gevmuela, of Hlinois,
of Red River, of Soutiv Advica, and such
phices, all mo-t interesting au themselves,
and in the abours cotmecivd with them,—
tat there are theee separate hittle portions
which we cantiot adtogetier pass Lhe con-
aregation 2t St Heliers, Jersey, has receiv-
wid as pastor the Rev. Jawes stewart, and
earnestly applies to this Chureh 10 be ve-
comised, and anthovised to proceed 1o the
eleetion of elders.  ‘The congregationat Gi-
braltar is rejoiemy in the prospecet of their
new charel, and through the hberality and
wreat exertion of friends theve and here, we
are now ent-ring on the collection of the
tourth and last L1000 needed for this im-
portant work.  The chureh at Malta con-
tinnes as it was, but it is aninteresting thing
thai the manse has atforded shelier this year
toa Turki- b family,who have been coaverted
1o chrisrianity and oblized to flee from the fu-
v of Mahoaomedan perseention.

Maderator, ve cannot enter farther into
datuls, Buy briiclly as e have stated our
proceedings, ther: is gronad 1o give thanks,
and to take cotrage. Aud thewe is some-
what iaore of what may b fairly looked on
as of 2 hopeful natare this year thun insome
previous ysavs,  bir,y ke year in which this
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war chuvel: has seat foeth thirty Gl 1o
{nuurcrs to the misswon fisd—the year |,
which the Reve Me M Favich, and the N
Mr Grant, I ft thes el ges, sl the cown
torts of their own homes, to 2o to distae
lunds, takigz cliarge of their feitow compy
men as they went—the year in Woaeh o
Rev. My, Crark Jeft an agtached congiegag,
o1 to o to the distant Svosti and the L
Mr Milne, another equaily 2o, to wo to1t.
burning East—the Year i wineh so many
of our best Yo wen, wao bad for e
pects at home, gave tiemseives to the woil,
of the colonial fiekl in Austraiin—the yoeas
in whien Dr. MeKay aml Do Canns o
their homes also, o o to the-Cdistaot sLoves
—the dear in which oleebeorors and o
tehed lochs weee enaciea o rise ahove ot
selish fechings, and to e gress their ends
in the noble words of an elder of My Clurys,
anid tears that wimost cioled utieranee —
= We are here to tesuty our iove (o our mi-
nister, but we are not here crthier to cole
betwixt his conscientions eetivielions, or to
stop the work of Gad in the worng™-«te
year in whici frae Larze and © hostan tan-
guage vame flom uo less than four of our
mnost atiachea conzrezations, wusi not o
lost, nor yet lost siehit oft Is must not Ly
ost ou the chnteb bug wnst awaken ber to
feel more and more the vesponainides o
referenve to Jdistant funds and futiie e
It must ot be lost on thee veztons to whien
such labourers have gone. but stould be reo-
ceived by them as an cariest aud prool” of
our deep intere-t in thcir ivaporal and ctec-
nal weiares such as moibag eise vonad ¢
It musl not be josg on eure Nounger tricads
aid bretlinen, bat soust and will, we tinst
foster ane enbirge tha spoat O3 vy
zesd winelt goves suen e aaess aiid elastin-
1y to s Chaeh when 1t i vicorons enis-
tenee among the younzer brethiren, It mu e
noi be fost va thuse wio rennun at home, for
we maast and onglit to see in the devotod fa-
bours of onr friends and bretheen a new eall
to be intesested e thers. o wal not be
Jost in the sight of Thm who, while Le wild
give to every servint who occeupies il He
come ten tatents more, hath said—""{’here
is no man that hath lerit house or brethren,
or sisters, or {ather, or mother, or wite, or
cuildren, or lands for my suke and the gos-
pels, but he shail receive an mmdiedivid
now in this thne, houses, and brethren, sud
sisters, and mothers, and chisdren, and lands,
with perseentions s ad in the wornd 1o come
cternal lite” soark X, 29, 30, (Cheers.)
0
From the Missionary Recordof the Free Church
of Seotland.
PROBABLE SPREAD OF_CIIRIS-
TIANITY.
CHAYPTER IL.—TIE PAST.
The man who considers what Christi-
anity is, shoply asan intellectual and mo-
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al power, the ordeals through which it
has arealdy prssed, the influences with
which itis adways found associated, and
the vautage gronnd it has already gaine
ed for it in the world, can have no
doliealty i concluding thar Christianity
is the system which isdestined touniver-
aal dituston. The prophets may or may
not have foretobl the final trivmph of
Chrlatiity 5 it may  or may not be di-
vine—tor we are supposing that the per-
son i forming his conclusions altogether
irrespretive ol these groumds, and s look-
ing simpdy at the past caneerand present
position: of  Chri:tanity ¢ but whatever
the propiets my have said, or however
itmay s awd as vexavds the diviney of
this syvatem, steh isats power over the
mind of man, amd so patarally and neces-
sty does it aliy itelf with those influ-
ences whicl have gaived, or ave rapiilly
miining the masiery n the world, wat it
s now plainly monfest that this s the
svtemy which 1s destined 1o tlourish and
to triumph  We passin review the other
sestetss and beders which compete with
Chvistinnity tor the dominon of the world,
asdesse made bis ten sons pass Letore
Samuel—bat wercjeet them all. There
comes one wder them naightier than they,
whose majestic form and noble bearing,
and who-e pasi ttinmplis, carned on ma-
ny @ hard-foughe field, cenify it as the
system boon to vade ahe worllo We ex-
elim, as did the Seer, when the Tast of
Jewe's sans stoad betore him, @ radidy,
and wiihal of a beantital countenance,
aml womdls to look to.” ¢ Thisis he, avise
and anoint bim.”  The vista of the fu-
ture as surveyed by the vedlecave eye of
reon, extubits ihe religions of the nati-
ons in their grave, and the dominion of
the world in tee hands of Christianity.
Let us fivst turn to the pastto hear
what it has to say as 1o the future desti-
nies of the pospel.  The fiest and  great
victory of Christlanity was gained 1 a
most disauds antagreous positivn—a positi-
o more disadvantazeous perhaps thaw it
will ever agun occapy. s fiest preach-
erscame from an obscure provinee of'the
Roman world ; as Jews, they had toen-
vounter a vast foree of prejudice ; as un-
cducated and illite:a-e men, they could
searce expect thar the Greek, vorsed in
the learning and philosophy of the times,
wouhl lend Ins ear or subwit his vnder-
standing to teachers whose language and
opinions would appear 10 him eqnaliy
stranze and barbarons Their Muster had
expired annd circumstances of the utinost
ignoininy. Chuistianity wasnew, and had
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then no triumphs to shew asaclaim on the
attention of mankind; the idolatry whicl i3
sought to displice was tenced around by
the reverence which belongs to an ancient
Leliet, and was upheld by the literature,
the vives, and the political authority of
the times: yet, singly, by its own intrins
sie foree, did the gospal seatter this a~-
ray of opposing obstacles, and  became
the religon of the Roman state. It tri-
umphed in those very centres where the
philnsophy, the idolatry, and the atheism
of the ancient world were most firmly es-
tabiished.  This was not the act of a
weak system. Surrounded by disadvan-
tazes such as never weighed down system
betore, we behold it, in the exercise of
an irresistible power, compelling the ho-
wage of the Bowan minid, when thag
wind was i the prime ol irs atrength.—
Such was the first vietory of Chinstanity,
Is there ne presumption here that this
system is destined to universal ascendan-
ey ?

" The past tells us further, that it is pre-
cisely the wow enligluened ares of the
world in which Chroetianity has Qourish-
ed  Is this an evidence off weakness or
of strengh 2 Is this o presage of prema-
ture dissolition, or of' a universal reign
amdan eterniiy of tervesttial existence,
Well, then, it is light that is the conpe-
nial ciement of Christiani'y, amd it is in
the sunshine tha it spreads its bonghs
wider around, and lifis its branches high-
er towards heaven. This position has
been conelusively and undeniubly esta-
Wished by the history of the past. Fhreo
tunes has s grvat experiment been
made, and each tune with the same ve-
sult. . The world has had three bright in-
telleetual days, alternating with dark and
drearly long nights, and cach time in-
tellectual light and Christianity have
revived and (lonrished tozether It wag
the nosn of Greek and Roman intellocs
when Christianity fivst showed hevself to
the world.  Did she, scaved by the light,
immediately withdraw?  No, she stood
her groand, and not only so, she prevail
ed. lad Christianity been a weak sys-
tem, even thoush atrue system, she would
undoubredly have gone to the wall. She
would have been unable to make room
for hersclf; and afiera feeble strusgle
with existing systews, she would Lave
disappearved. . Not  so  Christianity 3
though young and a stranger, and unbe-
friemled, sneered at by philosophy,seowl-
ed upouw by idolarry, struck at by the iron
band ot despotic power, she vated not
a jot of Lopaand heart ; but, fecling that
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her destiny was to reign, and inspired by

. conscious might, she behaved herselt
bravely at the siake and before the lions,
and treading upon the thrones and altars
of paganisiy, she mounted to dominion.
Is there no augury here that Christianity
will one day govern the world ¥

The second great intellectual era of the
modern world was the Reformation.—
Clnistio aity  was now subjected to a se-
verer vrdeal than before, but it came tri-
umphautly out of it, and in doing so gave
10 the world renewed assurance of Iis in-
qrinsic power and its ultimate destiny.—
The human intellect, as it refreshed by
its long slumber, awoke in the sixteenth
-century with a vigour and comprehensi-
on surpassing even that of the Greek and
Roman times, That was not the age
when a weak system, or a false systen,
could live and prevail ; and had christi-
anity been cither weak or false, it would
then have disappeared, and never more
been kieard of.  But very different was
the result: as the intelleet expanded,
christianity received an enhanced hom-
age, and began to exercise a wider do-
munion. This is the more to the honour
of christianity, that there never was a
more glorious outburst of the human
mind than at that period. The literature
of Greece and Rome arose from its tomb.
The inductive plulosophy which taught
men to examine nature, and admit only
what was true, had then its rise. Old
arts revived, and ncw ones were invent-
ed. The rays of a higher civilisation
broke over the nations  But all this ar-
ray of intellectual force—this literature,
and philosophy, and art, and «ivilisation,
arose not to displace christianity, not to
explode her as an imposture, not even to
assign her a second place asa mental

ower ; but, after a caretul examination
1nto her claims, to endorse ber tile to
supremacy, and to place themselves at
her service as humble but zealous band-
maids.

The Reformation was followed by re-
action. ‘I'be old superstitions began to
recover from the shock of the Relorma-
tion; a lethargy crept over the minds of
men, art and science werce stationary, and
christianity positively retrograded, or,
perhaps we should say, ite adberents be-
gan to decline in_zeal, intelligence, and
courage, when the political and social
convulsions of balf’ a century ago auew
broke the stagnancy, and resiored the
impulse which the Keformation had com-
municated to the human wind, Christi-
anity has since been exposed to fresh or

TIE MISSIONARY RECORD.

deals, which have resulted, as all former
ordeals have done, in giving increased
confidence in herinherent powers, First
and sorest, she had to stand the brunt of
modern atheism, which at one time
threatened to become the ereed of the
whole western world,  ‘The supporters
of that system formed a band of the most
acute, learned, zealous, and clever writ-
ers which ever lent their genius in sup-
purt ofany cause. They ransacked past
history for proots to overthrow christian-
ity, they exhausted in the assault all the
vesources of wit and sarcasm, light rail-
lery, and grave argument.  Aund with
what result?  They found it impossible
either t. reason down christianity, or 1o
laugh her out of the world ; and now that
thewr jokes are stale, and theirarzuments
have long since bezn shewn to be falla-
cious, and that their doctrines have pol-
luted so large a portion of Europe with
crime, and deluged it with blood, christi-
anity is neither stale nor held to be fal-
lacions, but, on the contrary, rests on a
considerably firmer basis, 5o far as pub-
lic opinion’is concerned, than it did be-
fore. There is nothing here to make the
friends of the gospel dread the applicati-
on of any future west to christianity, but
much 10 inspire them with the opposite
feeling.

When the storm of French atheism
had blown by, the materials of a fresh in-
qusition began to accumulate around
Chinstianity.~ The progress of discovery
now brought to light a variety of records
and annals contemnporary with the car-
nest histories of revelation, of the exis-
tence of which no one had dreamed Tlhe
sculptured monuments of Egxpt began to
be read, and the buried palaces and ¢i-
ties of Assyria 10 be exbumed,and strange
documents respecting the events and ptfr-
sons named in Scripture were brought
up from the grave in which they had lain
for three thousand years. At the very
time that Moses and the other penmen of
the Old Testament were committing 10
writing on the sacred page the public e-
veots of their times, other writers, of
whom they knew nothing, were occupied
in the same way. While the Bible was
travellng through the earth, and telling
its story to the uations, Nineveh, with its
records of early wars and customs sculp-
tured in stone or graven in bicroglyphic
characters on tablets, was sleeping in the
dust. Indue time she arose, and pre-
sented ber long-hidden records to the
world.If there be a false line in QldTesta-
meat bistory, or if a wrong fact has been

A
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entered in the Bible, it will now be dis-
covered  No such discovery has yet
been made, and the historic truth of the
Bible reumins unassailed.  Wunesses
bave vome from the dead— Nineveh bas
risen, not, however, to condenn, but to
aceredit revelation.

Such is the past career of Christianity.
It is wruly wouderfal, and such asno o-
.thersystem can shew.  On a swvey of
it we are amazed at the opposition chris-
tianity has successfully cucountered, at
the hosts of enemies through  which it
has fought its way, of the multitude of
gainsayers whom it has silenced, of the
behefs and systems it has scattered to
the winds, and of the obstacles of all
kinds witn which it has had to conteny,
and which it has most completely van-
quished.  In thns we bebold the strong-
est prgot’of the inherew swrength of curis-
tiamty, and the surest presage of its ulii-
mate and umversal triumph. 1t has ever
been mote powertul in the maost intellec-
tual ages and in the most cuttivated coun-
tries of the world, It wade its first ap.
pearance during the noun of the Koman
mtellect.  That unrivaled ou burst of
mird which 1ook place at the Reformani-
ont, was acompanied by a 1evival o chrs
tani y.  Ahe mcowparable acu eness
and ability of Freuch infidelity in the lust
century sailed to impair the credit of
Chrsstianny 5 on the contrary, by sub.
Jjeeting 1t tv numerous 1esis, ait of which
1t tiinwphanidy  stood, that very mfideli-
ty which was 1o annbilaie the chrisuan
system but succeeded in placing it on a
wider basis of popular belieit  Awid the
espanding science and growing  inteili-
gence and art of the presemi day, the
claitms of chiristianity are more generalty
recognized than ever. As Knowledge
increases, the dominion ot Christianity
extends, and at no former period, per-
baps, was the homage rendered to her of
a more inteiligent Kiad.

CHAPTER 1L—THE PRESENT.

So much for the past: let us now turn
to the present When we consider the
present condition ot christianity, and es-
pecially when we compare it wah the
state o1 the religious of the Pagan and
Papal nations, what inlerence are ween-
titled to draw as to whether the gospel
or its competitors is the system destined
to live and to be umversally diffused ?—
A sironger contrast we could scarce ima-
gine than that of christianity and its ri-
vals, as regards their present hold on the
human mind.

Hinduism maintains but ashadow; do-

)
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minion. Its truth is suspected, and its
ascendaney is scarce more than tolerated
by the uations who are its. professed vo-
tarics.  Mobammedanisw, as a sysiem of
nationat Lelief, 15 well-nigh extinet It
is scated in the midst of mental torpor
and of physical and political ruin, and
utterly without power of linking itselt 10
any new aund vigorous movements which
mught sway maskind.  In the same de-
erepid and servile condition is the Papa-
cy. As a living creed, it is confined
mostly to the members of its hicrarchy ;
the unllions, speaking generally, have
thrown oft’ its spivinal yoke, and are
strugzling to rid thewmselves of its physi-
cal bondare. Like Mohammedanssim,
tou, 1t is seated in a region of barbarisu,
and of memal and moral death. How
hifferent the condition of christianity ?—
Where 1s she found ¥ Wherever art
flourishes, or phidosophy disciplines the
mtellect of man, or frecdom enfarges his
i,y or comerce stimulates bis facul-
ues, or the progress of discovery exiends
his views, there s christanity.” Christi-
amty wis gaising trianphs before Mo-
hawmedainsw and Popery were born ;
t.ey are now surivetled with years—she
Is sidl young.  “Lhey walk the world like
spectres from the tomu; they shua the
fiztit, and are encowpassed with the
gloom ot barbarssm and the silence of po-
pucal shavery. At and liberty attend
the steps of christianity, and gather fresh
inspiration from he wuteitigence of her
eye; seience with her lamp pioncers her
path; and commerce and discovery ars
dadly opeutag jor her new regions to oc-
cupy and uew tribes to subjugaie. Weo
do not here ek wint has pophecy fore-
tuld respectiug the future destinies of the
gospel 3 we do not even inquire whether
christianity be davinej—we simply look
at the world, and the position ot christi-
auity in ity and we say that no conclusi-
on can be more certain respecting the
future, than this system sball kive and pre-
vail.

It must further be noted, that if chris-
tianity has tlounished in the great inel-
lectual eras of the world, the other sys-
tems have sound  the epochs of darkness
most favorable 1o their development.—
‘Chis fact s too well known 0 require
proof; and the inference thence ansing
15 to mamfst 10 be stated.

It is alsc worthy of obscrvation, that
christianity occupics a strong position in
America.  This is the more satistactory,
inasmuch asat the beginning affairs there
threatencd to betake themselves-1o an.dn-
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file), or at least a godless, channel. It
was thea on this side the Atlanide the
nizht of Frenely Arheism, which <o many
on both sides of the water mistgek tor
the noon ofreason.  Thar 1 system which
fonud so many devated followers in Lu.
rope shoubl obtain & temporary popular-
ity, and aspire cven to aseemlancey, in
the Now World, was not very surprismg.
Some af the leading winds in that conn-
iry made no seerct of thelr indilelity.—
This was a mst perilons crisis for bath
America anid Christianity, and the best
friends of both were unabie to contem-
plate the isue without misgiving and, in-
deed alarm. So young, and yet already
Tost ! for lost America would have been,
hads the deseendants of the Pilgrim Fa-
thers bevome the disciples of Voltaire,
and forsaking the God who had led their
auncestoir over the fload, beat the knee
to the goddess whom France woishipped
with human saerifices. Aud not only
would this deplorable result have been
disasirous to \werica—it would bave
produced a gricvous revolution in th at-
fairs of Chrwstianity.  The friends of the
wnspel woshl not, indeed, Lave despair-
el of its final fortunes cven thoughFrance
and America had deciared themselves on
the side of atheiam; bur, undoubtedly, an
alliance of this sort between two such
powerful states would have placed Chris-
tianity in a disadvantageous position, and
would have impused upon her a long and
painful struggle betore she could recover

crlost zround  But the world wasspar-
ed this grievous calamity  The Gud 1o
whom America had be 1 devored by the
noble men who first tonk possession of 1t,
remembered the country, and blessed its
people for their fathers’ sake. The
chnstianity which had appeared to sue-
«umb fora while rallicd again, and at
this hour the mas'er element in the [-
nited S ates of Awerica is the Christian
clement.

This is of good augury for the future
triumph of the gospct Americais mak-
ing prodigious strides in every depart-
ment of national greatness.  She is ra-
pidly growing in population, in commer-
cial enterprise, in monetary power, in li-
terary fawe, in moral and pwlitical infla.
ence. This combination of potent intlu-
eances, in good dvgree, s at the service
ol Christiamty, presenting an array of
subsidiury helps, sucl as the gospel has
rarely or never before enjoyed, for ex-
tending itself over the carth.  Christian-

her own purposes. She is enlisting
o ¢ and more, every year, in her cause,
the remarkable energy of the Awmeriean
pronle, the weaith so generaily difued
thronghout the country, and the come
manding position wheeh her sovernmeny
is assuming among the natons of the
carthe Than the  Awmerican Bowd of
Missions we know not i more cnergetic
relizious so-iety anywhere.  Its reve-
naes are daily asing, and the sphere
of' its operatons is eniurging every yvar,
It sends its nussionaries wiih the glad
tidings to every cline, and men of all
rations acknowled e themseives indebt-
ed 1o the Tud beyond the Athantice,

In the old worid, argues the infiiv,
christianiiy is upheld by teadition, or by
tie props of political power: take these
defences and buttresses away, and o shal
soon b seen what will become of i f¢
might Le sufficient to meet this oije. tion
with the reply, Did chratianity tinmph
by these helps in primi ive mes ? - Was
it by these aunxiliasies she gained hee
great battle at the Reiormation, or that
she survived the  politieal and  soeal
storms which swept over Europe at the
end of the last century?  Ilad she not
on these ovasions to fight for Lite wath
popular superstition?  ilad s not o
combat the forces of atheism, the power
of kings, the vraft of priesis, and, worst
of il her own corraptions? Dot over
and above this reply, we ean potit 1o \-
merica. There, withowt any  poiitical
help, and called to stremrde wath an indi-
del clement, chiistianity vose to intlaen.ce,
and is every year, toa larser extem, -
baing the public sewinent, and istluen-
cing the public action. The robust and
energetic character of Awmerican christi-
anity is one ol the most chueerng sizns
ot our umes.  LThat tie Saxon sto. k and
fanguaze will spread over that great con-
tinent, seems at present & high probabi-
litv; and cqually  probable 1s it wat
christianity wul accompany  this diffusi-
on. In those western deserts where the
forest’s gloom now rests, or the Indiau’s
war-whoop i3 heard, christian sanctuanes
will arise at no distant day, and songs
shall be heard, even * Salvauon to the
Holy Ouce™

It is observable, also, as we have alrea-
dy hinied, that cheistianuy as found at
this day is in close and inseparable alii-
ance with all the master agencies of the
world. Wiy the other rengions should
keep company only with ignorance, and
decadence, and barbarisw, aud why we

ity is already turning to t that
powerful organization, and is usiog it for

christian system should go haud in hand

ES €, 5t er wooes ~- -
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with liberty and prozrese, we do not now
explain, though the problem is far indeed
from being of difticult solution. We at-
tend only to the fact. Whatever art or
science it be that gives clasticity to rhe
human mind, and enlar:
man, that is found in close fellowship
with christianity.  Commerce is friendly
to chris'avity, and takes her with her to
inhospitable climes.  In trath, we should
rather say, it is christianity that first un-
locks the door of such regions and
paves the way for the entrance among
barbarous tribes of the subduing and ci-
vilising influences of commerce.  Science
is friendly to christianity, and by multiply-
e the proof< at her trath, ever permitsher
10 share in her triumphs.  The knowledge
of letters furnishes a key for the better un-
derstanding of the christian oracles; the
mechanieal improvements of the ase, by fa-
vlitating the interconrse of wen, favour the
sread of the Christian dovirines.  Burwhy
skould we enumerate? What powerful a-
ceney is it whethier in the physical, the po-
ftieal, or the maoral world. tgat has not a
vrone aflinity with chrictisnity ¥ Even re-
volution itself. which usnally is a subverter
of institutions and svétems. now gives en-
saneed stalality to christianity. and at times
presents unexpected apeninges for its diffa.
gon.  The door of Chma, which soine
Jiistian mea were of opinion would remain
cused for centuries to eame, has, by the a-
aeney of a mysterious revolution. been sud-
£ty thrown open. . Whether it is the Pa-
rib aml Mohammedan naions, with their
werepid and domestic governments, their
veglecied soils, their empty harbours, and
fupoverished people, or the Auglo-Saxon
s of Britain and Awerica, who are des-
ed 10 obtain the dowinion of the glohe,
fags ot now admit of doubr; but the wi-
waph of the latter races is the tinmph of
diristianity.

Thus we have reached a staue of the
=orid’s history at which. reaconing merely
wm facts, it is easy to foretel) the tinatand
wiversal sriumph of christianite. Theglo-
w of revelation Jies in this, that it foretold
hat trinmph thousands of years ago. While
diistianity, in the form of Judaism, was
whfined to it single Lunl.and bad made no
«forts to extend itself beyoud the navrow
luandaries of the Jewish siase, or had given
jablic proof ot its capacity for ravernin ¢« all
stions, even then provlicey predicted its
uiiversal diffusion. ‘That dawn which the
axpired Scer saw through the intervemng
tistance of four thonsand years, is now so
ztar that reason itsclf can descry it.
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EXTRACT FROM JOURNAL OF A
TOUR IN SWEDEN.

By Rev. J. Lumsden,
StocrnorM—Cununcu Coxrrnrner,

X grot to Stockholm without any notahle

wes the power of adventare {except the slowness of the voy-

awe), on Sunday week. T arrived at 6 4.3
‘The people seemed all out of town making
their hotiday in the conntry—althougt he it
suid, that there seemed tar mare quietness in
their holiday conduet, aud far less descera-
tion in the way ot apen shops. than in Hume-
barg.  As we sailed up that sinzularly bean-
tiful branch of the Baltic. at the extremity
of which Stockholm stande, many roupsof
people were seen seattered along the shores,
who saluted us by the waving of their Land-
herchiefs as we passed, - A Swedish priey,
wio had just a lirtle before heen complain-
ing of the amount of Salibath deseeration in
hivecountry. was as hearty and laborious as
any in returnine the salutations. I had a
sraud deal of conversation with him in Swed-
ish and Latin (1 have improved wonderful-
Iy in the latter language within three weeks),
and found him such a man as would he a
wrear eredit to the Moderates of sen or twelve
years ago—havine a good deal of religions
Jieling, mueh hearvolence. and a great scun-
ner at religious liberty and dependence on
voluntary liberality.

“It trned ont that I had just come in
time for the meeting in Ntockholm. It had
been originally appointed to be held or Fri-
day, 17th; Int, according to what seems to
be anot unusnal trick of the Swedes, the
time had been charsed at a very recent
date. and it met an Tuesday, 14th. It was
monernsly {conssdering what is customary)
and diligently antended.  The views of al-
most the wha'e are, as might he expected,
imperfect cnongh.  But the evangelical spi-
rit was evidentdy in the ascendant—and one
men very clewly held their own, and felt
tiat they were fighting in a gaining canse.
The paper that T sent you contains a list of
all the ministers present—and it willat least
have shewn you that T made an oration. X
was formally introduced in a Most friendly
speech by the maderacor, standing ; for the
moderator, ac we would eallhim, sits while
hie speaks. evenr when taking part in the dis-
cussion—as he is permitted 1o do.  He did
me. hawever. the honour to get to his fect ;
and hath heand the audience stood all the
time I spoke—an expression of politeness
for which I was nat prejmred. 1 felt so
at the time, and I now feel more so. lhaﬁ
had not heen forward a few more days pres
vious to the mee ing—to have heen heter
acquaimed with the spirit of he movement
and i1s posi ion;and it was with the con-
currence of our ont-and ot fricnds. T made
my s'atement very greneral, and only insin-
uated Free-Churchism in a short narration
the causes of our Disruption and its com-.
ts. X spoke English, and Zjellskd, who
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hnas been a missionary in China, translated.
He speaks very good English, and translat-
eld it very well, except for one word, in
which he represented ns as  separating
from the State-church 5 but T thought
it on the whole better to let it pass.—
OQur friands snid that they would have con-
sidered my mere presence in the meeting
an advantage, for which they conld not be
too thankful, though I had not spoken a
word. What they wanted, and indeed what
was all that was practicable for me in such
a meeting, was so to direct the minds of she
ministers to the Free Church, as to origi-
nate inquiry aboutit. There has been over-
flowing gratitude expressed for my visit,
and Ehulla in Stockholm, Bergom in y
and Hamman ac——. are men of whom we
hate no cause to be ashamed.  ‘he last, es-
peeially, is ont and-out most thorougi-wo-
ing, upright, and hard-headed. All the
time of the mecting they were listened to
with marked attention, however often they
spoke.  And though Hamman's place is in
the far south, I am told hi< name is respeet.
ed cven in Stockholm even by those who
are unfricndly. * What kind of a man is
Dr Bergum ¥ Tasked of the old pribst in
the steambont.  * Most talented man, doc-
tor of philosophy., doctor of medicine, agreat
speaker, but somewhat of a politician, —
“And Hamman, do you know him ' ¢ Ia
stir theolog,” he apsweied with great res-,
peet, ‘agreat theologian.!  Hamman's whole
heavt scems to bein the Free Churehs and
he is learning English as hard as he can—
It was he who was so much impressed by
reading Rudlifi”s history.  With greatemo-
tion, he said to me a few days ago, ‘From
my youth I havebeen a Preshyterian in my
heart? It is very instructive 1o notice liow
far Rudlif’s history has carvied the know-
ledge of us. The sccond night that 1 was
in Stockholm, before the meeting had he-
gun, I was introduced to & vencrable old
priest from the country—as a minister from
Scotland.  *Of the ¥ree Chureh of Scot-
land 7 he asked, in a great hurry. When
the question was answered, he grasped me
by the hand, and broke out into 2 long and
carnest burst ahout John Knox's fatherland,
the mariyrs, and s0 en, in such 2 torrent
that I cculd not catch aword so as to an-
swer him, Rudliff had been his anthor too;
and fortunately heis 2 man of high stand-
ing and influence among them. inasmuch
as he invented some peenliarly simsple kind
of rusical instrument whick: supersedes, in
coun'ry congregaiions, the more expensive
organ.”’

e

From the IT. § F. Record of the Preshyterian
Church in the United Srates.

THE TWO MITES.

The distinction of rich and poor hasw;gn

existed in all times and in all countries.
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Nor is there any state of society in which
it does not appear. Very diflerem
ideus of riches and of poverty may he en-
tertained, but the two conditions are al-
ways distinzuished from each other,
Some of Christ’s disciples live in afilu-
ence ; others experience the pinchings of
poverty. One has everything that heart
can wish for ; another is constrained by
stern neceessity  to  restrict his  desives
within very narrow limits. The arrange-
ment is a wise one, like the inequalities
of the earth’s surface and soil It gives
rise to a profitable interchange of woral
commoditics, to a luerative commerce of
love, to the cultivation of benevolenco
and gratitude.

In the mixed assembly whom the $a.
viour saw casting their gifts in the trea-
sury, (Mark xii. 41.) there were, doubt.
less, persons froms all the walks of life
rich and poor, old and young, male and
female.  The cortribution seems to have
been universyd. The Saviond’s eye was
intent upoun the interesting scene.  And
when it was over, and the last shekle had
heen dropped into the chest. the great
Teacher commented on it for the instrue-
tion of his diseiples. Ditferent are his
comments from what his disciple would
probably have made. IHe calls their at-
tention to a pouy, forlorn woman, who
had cast in two mites, that make a fur-
thing ; he also notices the munificent of-
ferings of the rich people, and he makes
the extraordinary declaration, that she
had * cast in more than they all.”>  And
he relieves the astonishment produced by
this starement in his disciple’s minds, by
showing them in what sense it was mure.
It was not absolutely so, for they had
given much and she little, and no arith-
metic can change the relation  of more
and less, but it was more, in proportion
to what she possessed.  All arestewards,
and are required (o apportion their of-
ferings according to the amount entrust-
cd to them; she had done this. All are
required to  give, as the Lord  enables
them, as the Lord prospers them ; this
she had done.  She had received but lit-
tle, but of that little she had returned in-
to the Lerd’s treasury a larger proporti-
on than they had of their abundance,
Therefore,she had cast in more than they.
From this incident :

1. We learn that poor people, even
very poor ones, may give tothe cause
of the Lord. Nocontribution has had
higher praise than this poor widow's;
e has acquired a higher celebrity.
‘et it did not amount to more than balf

>
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acent. Let us not througha false chari-
ty decline, nor through pride despise the
small offerings of the poor.

»  2.We learn that general contributions
for religious objects are not novelties in
the Church of Christ Liberality is coe-
vai with want. The contribation and
collection of money, in the house of God,
aad among his people for the promotion
of his glory, is no innovation, no_ unau-
thorized, no unapproved work. Itisan
old custom in the Church; it has the Sa-
viour's approval, it has apostolic injunc-
tion and practice in its favour.

3. We cannot judge of the liberality
of contributions merely by their amount.
A half dime for one person is more than
a half dollar for another. The rule of
giving is, not that I should give a little
more or a little less than my neighbours,
but that I should give as the Lord ena-
bles me, or as he has prospered we.  And
“ two-mite” contributions not made ac-
cording to the rule, cannot come in for
ashare in the Saviour’s commendation.
Many persons get into the habit of giving
a certain sum, from year fo vear. Their
property may have doubled in amonnt
in the mean time  The seripture vule
requires that their contribution should be
doubled ton. 1f this ponr widow’s little
gtore were donbled her two mites offering
weald grow to four ; her gifts would be
gilla measure and acknowledgement of
Gods prospering favour So letit be
with us, Christian reader. As God
crowns us with mercies committing to our
stewardship aveat blessings, let us hum-
bly, promptly, Kberally acknowledge his
kindness, by offerings to his causlg A

OUR AGGRESSIVE WORK IM~

. PEDED. .

The dearth of candidates is impeding
our agqgressive work m the world. Christ
came to seck and to save that which was
lost. He bled and died to redeem the
elect out of every tribe, and kindred,
and tongue, and people. The travail of
of his sonl was for the spiritual destiny
of a world ; and in order that his gospel
might be proclaimed to every creature
he apnointed the ministry of reconciliati-
on, with a commission authenticated by
the verv act of ascension to his throne.
The Church comes short of its high pm-
pose, when its power of agaression is im-
pired.  Wo, wo, must rest upon it, when
1t cannot give light to them that sit in
darkness ! .

In view of the statastics of our history
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the present situation of the Preshyterian
Charch is calculated to alarm  its mem-
bers. The peculiarity of that situation is,
that the number of aur theological stu-
dents has not inereased duringa period
of ten years—a third part of a whole gen-
ration. Our ministry has, indeed, in-
creased in this period ; because the sup-
ply of caundidates as yet exceeds the
dea(hg; but with no increase of the whole
mass in the course of a fewyears be sus-
pended.  Such increase §is even now
small.

Nor is the ealamity confined to our
oWn body. It cxtends to our sister
churches © The complaint is heard from
every side that, whilst the harvest is
aveat, the lahourers are fewr  The agares-
sive streneth of the Church, on which its
prosperity so materially depends, is un-
dergoing a locs, and the cause of Christ
languishes.  With death on one side, and
a failure on the nther to fill up the ranks
in sufficient numbers. a Jamentation, ap-
plicable to onr conditian, is % Help, Lord,
for the godly man ceaseth, the faithful
fail from among the children of men"—
American Record.
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Free Church Academy,
GERRISTI STREFRT.
Mz. Georer: Muxno, Rcelor’}
Mz. James Fowrer,

WM. Ner. McKay,
IS Tustitwtion will be re-opened on
THURSDAY. 1st September.

Amnle accommodation is now seeured,
each of the teachers havine a commodious
and well ventilated apartment for his own
classes,

The mode of instraiction followed out in
it. has aequired for it a hizh standing as a
Semidarvy of Edueation, and the favorable
anticipations which were entertained res-
pectine efficiencv. hoth in instruction and
diseinline, have been fullv realized.

While the Aecademy Roard intends that
the canvse shonld secure a2 thorouch Eng-
lish Edncation, they provide ecpecially for
the instraction of those who might bhe desi-
rous of following out the stedv of the Clas-
sics and Mathematins,  They thereforo
feel confident in rerommending it as an In-
stitution well fitted for givine a solid Fng-
lich Edueation. as well ag admirahlv adapts
ed for preparing for a higher Collegiate
Course.

BRANCHES TAUGHT.
Mathematies, Nataral Philosophy, &c., Mr.

Munro.
Clascies, History, &e,, Mr. Fowler,
Initiatory Department, Mr. MeKav.
JAMES 1I. TIDDELL,

. Sec’y to College & Academy Board.

- dalifax, Aug. 19th, 1853,

Teachers.
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