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VOLUME VIL

This MagaZine was the first to take the field of Theological College Jour-

nalism in Canada, and upon resuming issue after the sum-
mer vacation will be found to have made great strides in advance. It will continte to be
published monthly through the session, but each number will be enlarged to cighty pages.
The subscription price will be One Dollar. The following are some of the attractions :—

Special Symposium —By five leading City Divines belonging to dif-

ferent denominations, who will discuss in a friendly
yet candid spirit a theme much in the air,—~that of ‘¢ Christian Unity.” The writers se-
cured for this symposium are :—RIGHT REvV. Bisntor UssHEk, M.D., of the Reformed
Episcopal Church; REV. PRoFessor Cornisii, LL.D., of the Congregational Church;
REvV. PROFESSOR Snaw, LL.D., of the Methodist Church ; REv. A. G. UpHaMm, M.A.,
of the Baptist Church; and Rev. Jas. FLeck, B.A., ¢f our own Church. In the last
number of the volume there will be a carefully written resume of the discussion.

Contl—ibuﬁons by Students —It is understood that articles are

now in course of preparation by mem-
bers of all the classes, Theological and Literary, on different phases of Church life, City
Mission work, French Evangelization, Home Missions, Foreign Missions, and kindred
themes. A fair proportion of the contents of each number will be drawn from this source,
it being the wish of the Editors 1o make the JOURNAL as much as ever an organ of student
opinion, while at the ssme time they cadeavor 1o widen its scope in the manner indicated
in the present Announcement.

The MiSSiOIl CﬁSiS —It will be taken for granted that Dr. Pierson has

proved his case, and that a crisis in Missions—not
s coming, brt—JSas come. By the presentation both of facts and arguments, it will be
sought to cnforce the maxim that ¢ QUR MISsION IN THIS WORLD 15 MISSIONS.”



College lTOte BOOk —In this, record will be kept, comprehensively yet

concisely, of all that transpires within the College
halls of interest to the public. Reliable information concerning the whereabouts and par.
ochial labors of Alumni will be sought out by the Corresponding Editor ; and the Repor-
ter’s pencil will faithfully foliow all important utterances at Society meetings, as well as
at assemblies convened by the College authorities.

TalkS About BOOkS —By Rev. Jonx CaMmpBELL, M.A., S.T.P.

This department will be conducted in a fresh and
striking manner by une of wide repute in literary and theological circles. The Professor
may be expected to express his opinions with the utmost candour and discrimination, not
only upon books in particular, but also upon books in general,—the writers and readers of
taem. This, therefore, will not be a regular Book Review, but rather, as indicated in the
title, a series of familiar talks on current Theological Literature,

French Department —Special attention will be paid by English Con-

tributors to the subject of French Evangelization ;
but in this corner of the JOURNAL those who are most actively engaged in the work or are
preparing themselves for it by special courses of study, will be heard from in their own
language.

’I‘he EditOI’ialS will be written from an independent stand-point, and will

seck honestly to voice student opinion on matters affecting
the well-being and progress of the College, and of the Church at large. The movements of
Romanism in the Province of Quebec and elsewhere will be fearlessly criticised.

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS.

’I‘he FOHOWiIlg AI’tiC].CS have been promised by the writers whose

names are attached to them ;—

“Miracles.”. ..ocevenicranenenees. By Reve Wm. M. Taylor, D.D., New York.
“The Trend of the Age.”.......By Rev. Wm. Ormiston, D.D., New York.
¢ Limitations of Pulpit Preaching.”...By Rev. D. Waters, D.D., Vewark.
“The Four-Year-Old's Mind.”......By Rev. J. S, MaclIntosh. D.D., Pki/a.
¢ The Sabbath School.”......... .eesessBy Rev. J. A. Worden, D.D., Phila.
“ Colportage.”....cee vevnnene cereenans R By Rev. J. P. Dardier, Geneva.
“The Outlook in India.”.........By Rev. Narayan Sheshadri, D.D., /adia.
“ Palestine.” . .oveeerens «e+... By Sir William Dawson, LL.D., C.M.G,, ¢fc.
*The Pulpit and the Gymnasium.”.....cooeivennis By Fred. Barnjum, Esqr.
¢ Blunders in Church Architecture: with Special Reference to Canada.”

...By A. C Hutchison, Esqr., R.C.A.
¢ New Methods in Oriental Studies.”...By Rev. Professor Coussirat, B.D.
“Neglected Forces.”.............By Rev. Principal Macvicar, D.D., LL.D.
“What is New in  Apologetics?”......By Rev. F. R. Beatti¢, Ph.D., D.D.
¢ Relation of the Church to Young Men.”..........By F. W. Kelley, Ph.D.
¢ A Layman’s Views on Systematic Giving.”.........By Jas. Moodie, Esqr.
¢The Theological Colleges of Rome.”..................By Rev. C. Chiniquy.



«« Relations of Medical Men and Ministers.” . ovviiiiiiiiiiiiniiiininiiiiiin.
...By James Stewart, M.D., detor of the x’l/uizcal Journal.

.« Presbyterian Revivalism”. oo By Rev. J. K. Smith, D.D.. Ga/t.
«Our French Work. v v By Mrs. Helen Parker.
< Civil Acus of the Clergy.” coeeniinne By Professor M. Hutchison, D.C.L.
¢ Historical Studies.”  iicveviniiicaiieninns By Rev. Professor Campbell, M A
¢« Certainties and Uncertainties in Introduction.”...,..ccoviiiinnnnin nnins
...By Rev. Professor Scrimger, M.A.

s« College Cares ;" and, *“'The A of Putting Things.”......... Two Papers,
...By Knoxoniax, of the Canada Presbyterian.

“ Possible Improvements in College Equipment.”, ..cciiiieiiiiiiiiiinie,

«..By Rev. L. H. Jordon, B.D.
«The Old Testament : The Preacher's Repertory.” By Rev. A. B. Mackay,

¢ The Future of Quebec.”....c.cvvvivininnnnn By Rev. D. Currie, B.A., B.D,
“ The Minister’s Time and Muscle Saved.” By Arch. McGoun, Jr,, B.C.L.
¢ Evangelical Preaching.” . coocoeiiiiiiannes. By Mrs. John Ross, Drucefield.
«The Call to the Ministry.”........ «...By Reve W, Do Roberts, B.A., B.D.
“ Progress in Revelation,”....c.covuiimeaiiianen. By Rev. W, J. Smyth, Ph.D.
« Cornish Literature.” .c...covviiiaininiinninnnn By Rev. Neil MacNish, LL.D.
“ Critical Theories of the Lifv of Christ.” By Rev. E, F. Torrance, M.A,
“The Pains of Knowledge.”......... By Rev. W. T Herridge, B.A., B.D.
“The Paganism of Rome.”............ By Rev, C. E. Amaren, M.A., B.D.
«Strong Points of our Polity.”.....oceiiiieiiiiiacnnne By Rev. A. Lee, BA,
“Weak Points of our Polity.”....ociiieiviiiiinnins By Rev. W. J. Dey, M.A.
* Practical Heresies.”...c.oviiviieviicionransnenn By Rev. G. D. Bayne, B.A.
“ Congregational Economics.”..cociiveiiinnnene By Rev. I. A. Anderson, B.A.
“Light in the Orient.”.....ccviiennnn By Rev, Geo. Burnfield, M.A., B.D.
‘“‘Theological Honors.”.....cooviiieninieenennnse By Rev. J. H. Graham, B.A.
“‘I'he Italian Colony in Montreal.” ... By Rev. A. Internoscia,
*French Canadian Polemics.”..coviveniians By Rev. 1. Z. Lefebvre, B.C.L.
“Infancy of Canadian Churches.”.....c.cooviiinirannnie By Rev. D, McRae,
* Personal Dealing with Souls.”.cicoviiiene ciieenns By Rev. D. L. McCrae,
¢ Heart and Voice in Praise.”....covccciiansnconianes By Rev. John MacLaren.
““ Development of Congregational Liberality to Missions.”.cooecviriniinns

...By Rev. T. A. Nelson,
“The Best Traits of Church Life”............ By Rev. J. R. Munro, B.A.
‘ Leaves from the Note-Book of aShanty Missionary.”.cccoiiveiiiiinininnnn,

..By Rev. Wm. Shearer.
* ow to Secure and T'rain Church Workers.”...By Rev. W. J. Dey, M. A,

 Nomenclature.” .. iieviieininnisiiiniinasssnnianss By Rev. John Nichols.
“Conversion of an Athlete.” . ovviiiiveeiniveienannnnns By Rev. J. K. Baillie.
“ Securing Students for the Ministry."......... By Rev. R. Whillans, B.A.
“ Justifiable Ambitions.”....cvoevinienes o cauvens By Rev. S. Roundeau, B.A,

“ INustrative Preaching.”......covevmvuiieriirneenienne By Rev. N. Waddell.



“ Special Points in Homiletics.”............By Rev. John Thompson, D.D.
“Bold Preaching.”...c.vieseeiiiineinnnn. By Rev. J. A. R. Dickson, B.D.
“Schools of Oratory " .vveevviieriniensnnen . By Rev. Geo. Whillans, B.A.
“The Call to Stay at Hom2."....c.oviiienvenesinnneeen . By Rev. T, Bennett.
“ Long and Short Pastorates.”....ccveueianeienenenn. By Rev. G. Munro, M.A.

“ Ecclesiastical Alsthetics."....‘.............By Rev. G. A. Thompson, B.A.
“ Church Festivities.”...cveeveviniiecininnneee. By Rev. W, K. Shearer, B.A.
“Sabbath Observance : from a N:t.dlf.al Stand point.”....coveviirininiiiianinne.

...By Wm. McClure, B A, M.D.
CLOYAILY.” coiiiiiiiiinieiniiienieieseneaneee By Reve DL G Cameren.
“ The Slums of New York.”........eceeieeennn. By Rev. J. E. Duclos, B.A,

’I‘he MeChanica,l Work will be executed in a style consistent with

the character of the matter ; and arrangements
lave been made that ensure the prompt appearance of the magazine not later than the
first day of each month. It is expected that the uitial number will be ready for circulation
by October 1st.
In presenting the JOURNAL in improved form to the public, the Staff hope that they may
continue to have the support of all old subscribers, and that these may use their influence
tn erdarge the present subscription list.

All matter intended for publication should be sent to the Editor-in-Chief, J. H.
Macvicar, B. A., 67 McTavish Strzet, Montreal, P. Q.

ANl Business communications should be addressed to the Treasurer, C. W. Whyte,
B. A., 67 McTavish Street, Montreal, P. Q.

AUGUST 1ST, 1887,

PRINTED ON AN AMATEUR PRESS 8Y J. H. M,
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Spmposnun,
ON THE QUESTION OF CHRISTIAN UNITY.

Tue Ricur Rev. Bisnor USSHER, M.D.

O GRASP this subject, it will be necessary for professing

Christians to rise above denominational religion, and view the
Ecclesiastical landscape from the heights of Christianity, for however
little we may like to own to it there is often a vast difference between
our zeal for our cause and His canse.

As believers in Jesus Christ and his Church being one in himself,
we see the visible Church divided, aud with some at least the con-
viction is deepening that this broken condition is sinful and hurtful ;
we ask with Paul, “Is Christ divided,” and with a blush of shame
we have to own to the intelligent idolator that whatever our indivi-
dual unity is with Christ, there is not the collective harmony there
ought, to be between ourselves. However some may discredit the
possibility of union between the Protestant denominations, yet it is a
fact that the sentiment is growing, the subject is uppermost in the
minds of true disciples and organic unity is a thing within measure-
able distance, if believers will have it so, for the sake of that Saviour
who prayed that we might ‘all be one.” What men who yearn for
the hastening of the day of the Lord’s appearing desire to see is, onc
world-wide Church, the Church of Christ without any other name,
bound together as one body held in cohesion Ly the magnetisn of
the Divine Spirit, an example of unity without uniformity, differing
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it may be as an arm differs from a leg in the one body, but nourished
by the one heart and directed by the one head; so thoroughly in
sympathy with that head, that to maintain good health in the most
distant and least honourable member would be a source of solicitude
to the whole.

Three questions arise out of our subject—

1st. Is Christian Union Scriptural ?

2nd. Is it desirable ?

3rd. Is it feasible ?

Proving the first would for devout minds be sufficient answer for
the second and third ; for being Seriptural, it must be desirable, and
also feasible, as our blessed Lord would never have prayed in this
connection for what was not attainable, and what is only held back
by buman pride and perversity of spirit.

We shall be told that the oneness in Christ is a spiritual unity
now enjoyed by his most faithful disciples <who are capable of rising
above sectarianism, but what is desirable is greater exfernal evidence
of our oneness that the world may know that we are Christ's and
desire to manifest the spirit, as well as the letter of that petition,
“Thy Kingdora come.” Certain it is that there is a great work to
be done in preaching the Gospel “to all nations,” aund it is evident
that our divided Protestantism with all its petty rivalries is not
werking with the rapidity it ought, to secure the Divine end. God
works through human instruments and our sin of disunion enfeebles
the arms that wield the “Sword of the Spirit,” it falls flat and
nerveless in its blow, the sword is all right, but many of the arms all
wrong. As an evidence of the wrongness, we find in the Dominion
Churchman for July 7th, 1887, (the official organ of the Church of
England in Canada), an editorial which rings out sonorously, “we
are the true Church, the Church of Christ.” You Methodists and
Presbyterians are simply * human societies” developed out of the
true Church. Of course the human tendency is to ring back like the
steel bell on the free Kirk, in Scotland, in good Highland protest,
“no you're not,” “no you're not,” and thus the clangour and jangle
convinces the looker on that unity is sadly needed and ought to be had
because Christ desired it, and the Apostolic Church practised it. In
John X, 16, our Loxrd gives no uncertain wording to his prayer that
there shal? be “ oxT fold ” or flock and “ one shepherd.” There is no
semblance of division in what we read in Jehn XVIJ, 11, “ Holy
Father keep them in thy name which thou hast given me that they
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may be one even as we are,” (verse 21) “ That they may all be one
even as thou Father art in me and I in thee that they also may be
in us,” and for what purpose was this prayer made by Jesus ? For
exacily the same reason that we ought to have in these days of un-
belief, viz : * That the world may believe that thou didst send me.”
Twice these words are used and it is our fanlt as Protestant Christians
that there are so many scoffers.

Turning from the head of the Church to the Church itself under
the Apostles we see different branches in different countries, but the
one Church. When the great and burning question of the circum-
cision of the Gentiles came up and the Churches at Antioch, Syria
and Cilicia, were stirred over it, there was no srverance of the
organic unity. We read in the XV of Acts, how wisely the Church at
Jernsalem acted in non-essentials not enforcing uniformity at the
expense of unity.

The decision as pronounced by the Apostle James is the magni-
ficent outcome of a Catholic spirit in a matter far surpassing in its
disturbing power anything that has since threatened the Church’s
peace, not excepting the “Arian heresy,” when the youth of the
Churches is considered. The effort of one section was to put a yoke
on another section of the disciples; it was a determined effort, but
the Spirit of Christ overruled bigotry and prejudice, and James
voiced the conclusion of the council at Jerusalem in the words re-
corded in the 19th verse: ‘“Wherefore my judgment is that we
trouble not them which from among the Gentiles turn to God, but
that we write unto them that they abstain from the pollution of idols
and from forpication and from what is strangled and from blood,”
and at the 22nd verse, the unity without uniformity stands proven
as we read, “ Then it seemed good to the Apostles and the Elders
with the whole Church to chouse men out of their company and send
them to Antioch, with Paul and Barnabas, viz.: Judas called Bar-
sabas ¢ ad Silas chief men awmong the brethren ;” and they wrote thus
by them, ** The Apostles and the Elder Brethren unto the brethren
which are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia greeting:
For as much as we have beard that certain which went out from us
have troubled you with words subverting your souls, to whom we
gave no commmaudment ; It seemed good unto us having come to one
accord to choose out men and send them unto you.” &c.. &c. Here
then is evidence that the united Church had within it that Spiritual
elasticity that is everywhere conformable with the Spirit of Christ,
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and the wise conclusion in 2 matter upon which men differed and
agreed to differ, was to preserve harmony and organic nnity.

Now let us turn tu the chief of the Apostles, Paul, and we see %iés
convictions on organic unity ; he centralized his thought round the
fact that ‘ Christ is all and in all” Space at my disposal forbids
my doing more than referring to the passages in his Epistles that
shew he regarded the Church of Christ as a body that could not be
dismembered without loss and suffering and was “ fitly framed ”
together for the Master’s work. So wrote he in effect to the Churches
in Rome (Rom. XII, 4, 5,) Corinth (1st Cor. X, 17, 1st Cor. XII, 5,
12, 13, 26, 27,) Galatia (Gal. 111, 26, 27, 28,) Ephesus (Eph. I, 10,
11, 15. 19, 21, 111, 6 and 15, IV, verses 4, 5, 6, 12, 13, 16,) Colosse,
(Col. 111, 11 and 15) We tuke it then asa proven fact, that God
in Clwist, the visible Churchi and the chief of its Apostles all set
forth in the Divine Word the organic union of Christians in one
body. What wus a fact therefore and ceased to be a fact througl
human perversity, is by the prayer-sought grace of God possible
again.

Qur next item for brief elaburation is the desirability of Christian
union.  Upon the broad basis of Leing right, it is desirable, but it is
desirable because it is advisalble.  The present divided condition of
Protestant Christendom is 2 source of contempt to the infidel and
scofler.  He naturally says, unite amongst yourselves before you ask
unbielievers to investigate your demand upon iheir faith. There is
no greater hindrance to growth than our present divisions and they
act with greater force when they appear to thoughtful persons to be
needless, provoking ungenerous and unnecessary rivalry, involving
no doctrinal pomt of suflicient moment to call for division, and
weakening the foree of the Redeemer’s army by the employmeut of
two or three to do the work of one, thus failing to release for another
fiell an clivetive servant whe fritters away time, resources and
spiritual power, and has his sonl harrowed by those insignificant
denominational jealousies that only provoke bad blood within the
Church, wud ridicale without.

In the very fact that we Christians could say we all belong to the
Church of Christ in England, America, Africa, aye! anywhere in the
wide, wide world that Christians are assembled together, would we
not feel a boumling pulse of strength in the bare possibility of
making such an assertion truthfully. Some will argue, we ecan say
1t now fer the Church of Christ is universal; but we nced the
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strength given by & name common to all Christ's people in an organic
union in all lands. As a matter of policy, economy and effective-
ness, organic union is eminently desirable as it means a world wide
impetus and would give us & boldness in proclaiming our common
faith that would be followed by a universal Penticostal outpouring
of the Holy Spirit for the converting of millions of owr race. The
Churches of to-day could advance in power by exchanging much
present formality for utility.

We are now in a position to approach the third point: 15 IT
FEASIBLE? Can the disintegrated minds be blerded into the mind
of Christ, so that the barriers way be swept away as unworthy of
existence in the Church of God. We unhesitatingly say that there
is no reason why there should not be an organic union between the
Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, Reformed Ipiscopal, Conuvegational
and the Evangelical Sections of the Anglican Chwreh. Ao real bar-
rier extsts if the members are believers in Christ. 'What man or
woman amongst us would not accept the Trinity, the Bible as the
inspired word of God, and the salvation through Christ which is
taught therein ? None! We one and all reject the sacerdotal error of
the Romanist and those believing as the Romanist does. We all
regard each other as being denominationally a part of the great
Church of God. The barriers to organic union are simply matters of
name, government and liturgy. Would not the Rev. Ever Faithful
of the Church of Christ, London, Englaud, filling the pulpit of the
Rev. Make Peace of the Church of Christ, St. Catherine St., Montreal,
savor more of real unity, than the same names as belonging to the
Tresbyterian and Buptist Churches 2 Would there not be a sort of
touch of clbows that would be suggestive of a very globe-girdling ¢
Would not the Chinese merchant be set thinking if he read in his
newspaper that the same reverend gentleman from London, England,
would subsequ atly preach in the Church of Christ on Blank street
in Hong Kong? Would it not be a gain to be able to abandon the
present necessity of explaining the dillerence between the Baptist
und Presbyterian awl why the close communion brether will not
comumune with his unimmersed brother of the Church of Christ,

It scemns we are all wrong in this, and only need to be made to
see that names arc barricrs; to adopt the feasible plan, of dropping
denominational ones for a universal one. In the matter of Church
govermnent union is nearer than it seems, diflerences are here again
in name more then nnything else. In Episcopal Churches where the



6 Prestyterian College Fournal.

Scriptural ground is taken of the Bishops not being a separate order,
but simply au office held by a Presbyter who is a “primus inter
pares,” we have a ministerial level at once in Evangelical Churches,
The New Testament being our guide, there is no evidence of a third
and distinet order of clerics known as Bishops. The Episcopate was
a development, a governmental necessity of the times, simply an
ecclesiastical office of oversight, easily matched in sister Churches of
to-day, who rejoice in having the official, if his title is, fortunately
for him, not so thoroughly associated with the modern form of un-
scriptural, unchristian prelacy. Dr. Jacob a prominent Anglican
Divine whose evangelical views will not be questioned, gives it as his
conclusion that “ the establishment of Episcopacy saved the Church,
whatever mischiefs were afterwards wrought by the abuse and per-
version of tha system.” He says: *“Every town had its Bishop
with a body of Presbyters and Deacons under him, the Church often
consisting of a single Congregation, assembling ia one place of
worship and the Bishop himself performing all the duties of a Pres-
byter among them, and having a personal acquaintance with every
member of his flock.

In the time of Ignatius, the Bishop was only a chief amongst
equals ; simply a centre of unity.

Upon the question of a human s-crificing priesthood in the
Christian Church there is but one answer. The Church of Christ
knoows none, save in the sense, that all believers are Priests. “There
is no book of Leviticus in the New Testament,” and every eflort to
force the Jewish Temple worship inte the Christian Church, is dis-
honouring to Christ, false to the Gospel of the Son of God who
declared the sacrifice to be finished in himself.

Sacerdotalism in the Christian Church is a survival of Judaic and
Pagan worship, a fungus growing upon the Christian religion in its
post Apostolic days, and culminating in time in the legalized pre-
sumptuous pretentions of the Priests of Rome. Setting aside, there-
fore, all sacerdotalists in our first consideration of Christian union as
being antagonistic to Christ, whom they dishonour by indicating
that His sacrifice was incomplete, we find Protestant millions one
in this view of the Christian ministry, and their separation is chiefly
the tissuc wall of a namc. Conference between representatives of
the different evangelical bodies would doubtless result, in such titles
being agreed upon as might be suitable to a united Church, and none
would be more likely to be adopted than those which have done such
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good service, Deacons, Presbyters and Bishops or overseers. It was
the judgment of one of the Montreal leading Congregational Minis-
ters, a Principal of a College, that he would vote for a modified
Episcopate, his objection being solely to Prelatic assumptions
and sacerdotal error, but that such an Episcopate as the Reformed
Episcopal Church presented he would have no objection to. The
mention of this is made simply to show that with Evangelical men
Episcopacy is no barrier even to a Congregationalist, provided that
the offensive and unapostolic aspect of it is removed, and that the
holder of the office does not imagine himself to be “a Lord over
God’s heritage.” We now turn our thought to the matter of a
liturgy. The Church of England Book of Common Prayer will, if
union ever takes place, form the basis of 2 universal service book. 1t
is hallowed by the wisdom and use of centuries, is at once compre-
hensive and beautiful, and has proven ifs right to be a book for
“common” or popular use. Two serious objections arise in connection
with it—TFirst. Sacerdotal error taught by reason of language
capable of being interpreted in contradiction to the thirty-nine
articles. Second. A fact, that as used in the Anglican Church, it is
repressive of freedom in prayer, and binds the spirit with a cast iron
rule under the Canon law, which gives it authority. These ob-
jections are, however, easily overcome, a.d a Scriptural service book
could be prepared that would meet the wants of those who desire a
liturgical service, while the wish for decent liberty could be readily
provided for, when the gift of prayer made it desirable that it should
be exercised. The growing favour with which a liturgy is spoken of
by brethren in many Churches is  sign of the times, and shows how
readily such would be accepted were it Scriptural and free from any
bondage in its use, being used say, at one service on the Lord’s Day,
and then only adviscd not absolutely commanded. It does not seem
possible that men of large soul would trouble themselves about
“the mint, anise and cummin” as it were, of posture, clothing,
music and furniture,—these would all be matters for local agreement
and on such points the majority might safely rule, and under
Jjudicious oversight the minority would submit to what invoived no
doctrinal error against “the weightier matters of the law.”  Concern-
ing these issues it seems as if it would be possible without any greut
dislocation of things as they are, to find common meeting ground.
Our Baptist brethreu would have to give up but one thing, and that
is the matter of close communion, already discarded by a large sec-
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tion of that Church. Minister and people could readily agree upon
the mode of Baptism, and those christians believing in immersion
would have no let or hindrance, as it is to-day in the Church of
England permissible to adopt either. There being a service for infants
and adults, of course the requirement of the Church of England is
infant Baptism. Those adhering to immersion could readily have in
city or town, one church where such was the practice, and surely
there are none in this enlightened age who fail to recognise the dis-
cipleship of the professed believer in Christ to that extent, as to treat
them as believers, accepted as such by their own Church, and for
that reason entitled to sit at the Lord’s Table with any who profess
His name, when they so desire it. Those believing in immersion,
may decree to have only those on the communicant roll, as members
of their congregation, who are immersed, that is a congregational
matter, but it is a rule that needs changing if it exists, where the
evangelical husband or wife in good standing in a sister Church can-
not partake of the Lord’s Supper together, at the Lord’s Table if it so
happen that one is an immersed Baptist, and the other but a
sprinkled believer.

This is a necdless barrier to union.—Eph. IV, 5 and 6.

Another feature of union easily accomplished would be the inter-
change of Ministers from one Evangelical Church to another, on the
call of a congregation and the acceptance of the Minister called.

Ministers should exchange pulpits, and uutil all barriers are down
in this direction, it is foolish to talk of an approach to union. The
best evidence, of a desire for union being sincere, would be for Canon
Norman (Anglican) to exchange with the Rev. A. B. MacKay (Pres-
byterian), the Very Rev. Dean Carmichael (Anglican) to ask the Rev.
Dr. MacVicar (Presbyterian) to occupy the pulpit of St. George’s,
while the Rev. Mr. Philp (Methodist) officiates at the Cathedral
(Anglican), and the Right Rev. Bishop Bond at St. Bartholomews
(Reformed Episcopal) occupies the pulpit of an Episcopal brother,
the Ilev. Mr. Troop (Anglican) exchanging with the Rev. Mr. Hill
(Congregationalist).

Such an exchange as this, would be worth a volume of talk, and
in a country like Canada where, as Dean Carmichael says, we as
churches “are free as air” to make our own laws, it could readily be
done, if we only sought for “peace instead of victory.” There is a
whisper in the air “we ave right yow know, come and join us.” Until
that ceases and the deepest sense of Christ-like feeling draws us who
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are agreed upon the Evangelical doctrines of grace, to reason together
not upon mere religious quibbles, but upon the great matter, the all
important question of the hour, viz.: Christian Union, we will make
no real progress.

The first aim should be to unite the Protestant Churches in
Canada, beginning with the Presbyterian and Methodist, this done
the others would soon wheel into line, until the only one outside
this organically united Church, would be the Roman Catholic.

VWith this Church nor with those that in the Anglican Church hold
to Romish error, the Protestant Christians cannot secure union, nor
do they desire to do so while error is held to.

It is not assuming too much to say that the Evangelical Churches
all agree upon many points, and are in this great Scriptural sense
united, therefore, the union between them is a matter comparatively
eusy of accomplishment. But it is very evident to the student of
Roman Catholic doctrine, that union with that organization is im-
possible as things are. It may be that the disintegration which is
going on in that institution now, and which bas manifested itself on
this Continent in the revelations of Dr. McGlynn and recent deve-
lopments in Mexico, may be the advance guard of a force that will
prove destructive to Romish superstitious sacerdotal errovs, and the
Almighty may yet see fit to use the magnificent machinery of the
Chureh of Rome PURIFIED, for his glorious purposes, which are ripen-
ing so fast. It is also clear that if the Evangelical minority in the
Anglican Church are ever to be united with their Evangelical bre-
thren of these sister Churches, in all the good and holy offices of
religion, it can only be by their separating from the Anglo-Romish
majority who are aiming at the “re-union of Christendom” on sacer-
dotal lines, or else by their revising the Book of Common Prayer,
and so depriving the High Churchmen and Romishly inclined
“Ritualist” of phrasiology that gives doctrinal significance to his sym-
bols and actions, which are contrary to the word of God.

In its editoriul on Organic Christian Union, July 7th, 1887, “The
Dominion Churchman ” referring to the union that has taken place
amongst the various branches of the Presbyterian and also of the
Methodist Churches, asks: “If such reunions have been accomplished,
why not go further, why should not all the Churches of the Reform-
ation form cne communion.” The answer to our Anglican brethren
is, get rid of your sacerdotalism in your Prayer Book, thus leaving
the folly of some in dress, action and furniture to stand as the doc-

B
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trinally unsupported craze of the individual clergyman in a Church
so liberal and broad that it would admit of the most musical ornate
or florid service desired by a minister and people so unspiritually
inclined. Such would then become a veligious wsthetic performauces,
which like Oscar Wild's nonsense, would kill itself in time, and
bring the worshipper down te the sober and decent order of which
the Apostle Paul would have approved.

If Christ be preached, it matters not whether the preacher have on
a black or white vestment or none at all; save as there is an advan-
tage in the emblem of purity, covering up the fashionable vagaries of
an empty headed dudish clergyman.

The objection lies in the claim that it is a priestly garment. Have
1no priest in name or fact, but let him be simply a Presbyter, and all
war about clothes is ended, as would be the inflation of a balloon by
the slash of a keen edged sword. Until Bible Christians can get
together and discuss the question of union in the first great aspect
of loyalty to Christ and his truth, without having it thought that
unworthy motives influence adverse criticism of things as they are,
there will be no progress made in reuniting the Churches of the
Reformation into one communion,

There are points on which :atitude of belief is permissible, because
they are not questions involved in huwman salvation, as Christ has
declared it; on these let us be broad minded, but on others no broader
than the clearly defined truth of God in Christ as revealed in His
word. We have too many Bible lawyers who take liberties with
“thus saith the Lord.” Let us all fix the eye of faith on Christ as our
leader, and as uncompromising Protestant Christians of that older
Church than Rome can prove herself to be, rejecting all sacerdotal
error, dishonouring t) Him, close up our ranks until the world be-
comes alarmed at ou' unification. Let us give forth the shout “the
Lord he is God,” and. move on modern Baalisms, idolatry and atheism
as a holy phalanx ; let us take our marching orders only from the
Bible, the Protestant’s rule of faith, and go forward confident in the
power of Him who “will put all things under Him, and gather His
redeemed after the days of conflict are over, to rest in the one fold,
under the one shepherd, in everlasting peace.”

B. B. Ussuek.
Jontreal.
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————

NEGLECTED FORCES,

PROPOSE in this paper to indicate and emphasize certain forces
or fountains of power for good which are partially neglected by
Christian workers of various classes. Foremost among these may
be mentioned :
Tue Worp AND THE SPIRIT OF GoOD.

The two are placed together because they are usually united in
their action and influence on human souls. The Word, as a repertory
of God’s thoughts and purposes of love and mercy to our fallen race,
as a revelation of his infinite wisdem and divine method of saving
lost souls, is the very highest instrument of intellectual, moral aud
spiritual culture we possess. It is living and powerful, sharper than
any two-edged sword, and incapable of returning to God void or
failing in its appointed mission. Jesus, the Incarnate Word, did not
fail or break down in anything which he undertook—he persevered
and conquered ; and so he invests his written word with similar and
invincible energy when accompanied by his Spirit. Hence the fuller
and firmer our grasp of it is the stronger are we for battle and con-
quest. It 1is, in the hand of the Spirit, mighty to the pulling down
of the strongholds of sin; and nothing can be compared with it for
building up the Kingdom of truth and righteousness in the world.

It goes unsaid, however, that this is far from the estimate formed
of it by those whose lives and opinions cannot bear its searching
light. Multitudes, in this progressive nineteenth century, have no
reverence for the iuspired oracles. The secular newspapers, the com-
mon novel, the magazine, and the scientific review, are, for religious
purposes, placed by them on a level with the writings of prophets
and apostles. This is not surprising amony those who have no fear
of God before their eyes, and who live and act as beasts that perish ;
but the lamentable fact is that the same evil is gaining foot-hold in
the Churches. Some people deem themselves badly treated, not
entertained, but really imposed upon if they hear from the pulpit

(11]
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nothing better than the word of God. Give them poetry, operatic
mus:c, - -ory, tragedy, murders, railway aceidents, politics, patriotism,
diaboucal intrigues and business swindles, baseless speculations about
the past and the future, skilful defences of the conduct of Pharaoh
and Judas Iscarviot, Simon Magus and Auwanias and Sapphira, and
withering sareasm against the hypocrisy of self-satistied saints—give
them anything that will displace hated orthodoxy, or the gospel, and
they will not complain.  And it must be confessed that there aro
religious teachers springing up who are weak enough to sympathize
with this demand, and who are positively ingenius in methods of
avoiding plin Scriptural truth, They acquiesce in the popular
belief that something clse is required for the renovation of society.
The culture of the schouls, wsthetic trmining, experience gained by
travelling and mingling freely with all sorts of people, skill and
power in oratory, high social position by heredivy or gained by the
possession of ampie resources, giving a wan @ status among the
plutocracy of the age, and, withal, ability to accomwodate one'’s
doctrines—so far as he has any—to current opinions and practices,
and to preach a roomy Gospel and an easy morality within the scope
of which men can do business according to modern methods, without
embarrassment of conscience—these are not unirequently deemed
the great essential attributes and accessories of the public teacher of
Christianity.

We grant that some of these are adwmirable qualifications, which
no sensible person can despise, but we are bound to say that some
are also in impressive contrast to what was yegarded as fundamental
by our Redeomer when he selected and sent out his first ambassadors.
He drew them, not from among the afuent and elite, but from the
ranks of a rude peasautry and gathered them around himself in daily
elevating and refining intercourse, and made them listen to expositions
of the doctrine, the principles and glorious destiny of his Kingdom.
He took special care that they should understand its mysteries,
receive a true theological cducation and hold a full and accurate
creed. Never were men favoured and taught like these. They had
the best, the most loving and patient Master, who spoke on all themes
with wisdoma and power unapproached by human teachers.  We may
be sure that he Kept nothing back that could Le profitable tu them.
His lessons wero full, lucid and free from all intermixture of error
and fruitless speculation, and enforced by wondrous miracles and
the example of a spotless life of self-consuming zeal for the glory ot
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his Father. And yet after he had finished the training of the twelve,
after they had passed through his prescribed curriculum, freely im-
bibing truth as the first great element of moral and spiritual power,
after they had listened to all his lectures, and had received all the
scientific, theological and other culture which he deemed necessary,
they were still, according to his own testimony, feeble and insufficient
for their mission. Even with this equipment they were unfit to
bring down the fabric of Pharisaic hypocerisy and Pagan abominations,
They needed a baptism from on high. Hence he said to them plainty :
“Ye shall receive power, when the Holy Ghost is come upon you;
and ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judwea
and Samaria, aud unto the uttermost part of the earth.” This state-
ment is very definite. Their power is not derived from any human
source, but comes of the indwelling of the Divine Spirit in their
hearts, quickening their faculties, bringing the lessons of the past to
their remembrance and leading them into all truth, And so with their
successors as Ministers of Christ, and spiritual teachers of every
grade. They are not called to theorize and wrangle with disputatious
creatures who are ever panting for notoricty, or to astonish and
amuse gaping multitudes by advertising and discussing owfré themes.
They are not free to teach and preach what they please, or what will
please and attract and sooth those who may be willing to pay them
handsomely for sustaining an irreproachable stately public form of
godliness. They have a far more real and solemn business appointed
them. It nay be called narrow and illiberal, but they are definitely
tied down to this—*“Ye are my witnesses,”—and witnesses of the
Son of God are no more at liberty to suppress or exaggerate any part
of their testimony than he was. If we rightly expect truth and no
sham or lics from Jesus Christ, so with his witnesses—they should
speak the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. They
have no option left them to exercise cunning craftiness in diminish-
ing its searching and penetrating power in relation to the heart and
conscience.

We say then, that the clamant need of the Chuch to-day is an
army of men and women who do not habitually neglect these two
great sources of power, but who, on the contrary, have a masterly
grasp of the Bible, and who with honest personal force of conviction
are living the truth and steadily holding it forth to others in the
power of the Holy Ghost.

Another power for good, which should not be ignored, is
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TrE LeGITIMATE USE OF THE PRESS.

There are many ways of declaring the Word. Probably the most
effective and emphatic, in the case of the majority of persons, is by
the testimony of a good clean life. We should be living epistles,
known and read of all men, the reading not being obscure and diffi-
cenlt, but plain and easy. And seeing the message is from God, aud
designed for the whole world, the larger the circle to which we can
make it known the better. We sre bound, therefore, to use the
speediest vehicles for its dissemination; and one of these is the
printing press—a mighty force for good or evil. This has long been
acknowledged by Christians, and yet, to the present day, they ars
herein chargeable with culpable neglect. True, something is being
done. The British and Foreign Bible Society, and similar institu-
tions in 3cotland, Europe, the United States and other countries are
issuing annually many millions of Bibles, in hundreds of the languages
and dialects of the world; and the number of copies is greatly
increased by University Presses and the enterprise of private firms.
In most Protestant countries there is a strong religious press devotiug
its energies to the interests of freedom, morality and gocd govern-
ment by disseminating works illustrative of Bible truth. We have
daily and weekly newspapers, monthly magazines, illustrated periodi-
cals for boys and girls, and quarterly reviews, all animated by a
Christian spirit, and, ne: ¢ to fictitious literature, sermons and works
in defence and propagation of Christianity enjoy the largest circula-
tion, There is a good deal of capital, monetary and intellectual,
invested in these enterprises. The gold and the silver, in some mea-~
sure, are consecrated to God in the form of power presses, and many
of the ablest pens and pencils are wielded in the service of Christ.
This is so far satisfactory, and might be regarded as positively grand
were We not forced to place it in comparison with what is done by
the enemy, and what these same Christian nations spend upon perni-
cious luxuries, warfare and the gratification of base appetites. How
disgracefully insignificant what is laid out on Bible circulation and
for missions to the heathen compared with what is consumed in
tobaceo, strong drink and theatres ? What an inroad the price of one
ship of war would make upon the annual revenue of Britain for reli-
gious and missionary purposes. And if we take into account the
entire naval force that was passed in review last summer before Her
Mujesty at the celebration of her jubilee, and the expenditure upon
the whole army, the outlay in conpection with the work of the reli-
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gious press and Gospel appliances of every sort is as nothing. These,
too, are supported with difficulty from small gleanings often grudg-
ingly given, while for self-indulgence, luxury and war our pious
Christian people unhesitatingly tax themselves and pour out annually
millions from the national treaswry. Is this all right 2—the purest
and best outcome of Christianity that can be desired ? ™t is so
thoroughly established by consuctudinary law that many think it
treason to call it in questicn. They shout God save the Queen, Ged
save the army and navy ; and they offer stated supplications for them
all.  But who ever thinks of prayiag for the managers of the secular
and religious press, for those who daily wield a force that is doing
more to mould the thought and character of the race than all the
crowned heads and standing armies of the world 2 Why this neglect ?
And why do not a much larger number of ministers and missionaries
avail themselves of the privilege through the press of multiplying a
thousand times the wmessage of life and love which they deliver to
their fellowmen ? Spurgeon, Talmage, MacLaren, Brooks and others
preach thus to millions who have never heard their voice. But what
should be doue in this way is by no means fully appreciated. The
questions have yet to be practically answered : How shall we wield
this awful power of the press that it may give glory to God, and
truly minister to the deepest wants of man ? How shall we restrain
it from lying and blaspheming, and turn its grand possibility into
actual potency for good 2 How can Christian men be induced to lay
out their capital as freely in this direction as they do for secular
gain ?  The thing should not be impracticable. If politicians sustain
many party organs for tne accomplishment of their selfish ends, is
there not strength enough in Christian principle to use this mighty
agency with such surpassing vigor and constancy that soon the
whole world shall be flooded with Gospel truth and light ?

But coming more particularly to congregational work, we notice,
ag a much neglected source of spiritual power, what may be termed
THE MINISTRY OF YoUNG COXVERTS.

This is & subject on which it is easy to err. 'We may count those
&s converts who are far from being such, and even when it is certain
that the life of God is in the soul we may err in making too much or
too little of neophytes, If they are hastily brought forward, as if
possessed of some deep secret unknown to Christians of mature
aitainments, and as having speciul iufluence with heaven which is
not accorded to aged and experieuced saints, they are sure to suffer
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harm and loss, to be puffed up and to become censorious ~nd regard-
less of the gifts and rights of others, because the clanas set up in
their behalf are untrue, and they soon show this and their lament-
able immaturity, by rash and foolish blunders by which the interests
of religion are seriously damaged. Thus, too, their own progress and
attainments are often arrested, for, as was well remarked by a Greek
philosopher long ago, the greatest hindrance to the acquisition of real
knowledge is the possession of fancied knowledge. It is this that
makes many restive, impatient of order and rule in the House of
God, and eventually incapable of keeping to the place they are fitted
to fill. They refuse to be learners in the school of Christ, and
despisc the Pauline thought of being babes and fed with milk. In
spite of James they believe that there should be “many masters.”
Indeed, there is a singular craving, among young and old, for office
in the Church, a disposition to emulate the example of Diotrephes,
who loved to have wae pre-eminence, a tendency towards the forma-
tion of a multitude of societies and committees, with presidents,
vice-presidents, secretaries, treasurers, &c., the creation of vast
machinery with its inevitable friction, under the impression that this
is doing God’s service. Now, young converts are very apt to fall
under the power of this delusive spell and thus to inflict weakness
instead of conferring stiength upon the Lody of Christ. These are
some of the dangers to which they are exposed by receiving undue
prominence at the outset. But after all, the opposite evil is probably
the one about which as Presbyterians we have cause to be solicitous.
Under our syster:, one way or another ~nd according to established
us¢ and wont, we have wonderful repressive power. We can, with
our venerable and staid sessions, presbyteries and other ecclesiastical
courts, heep back and keep down the most aspiring and ambitious
youth. The fathers and brethren will, in many touching ways, make
himn feel his ignorance and sinallness.  If he is a preacher and deliv-
ers popular sermons, full of dash and thrilling eloguence, he will be
reminded by some Nestor of the pulpit that a very poor man may
make a feast one day, but it is only a princely man who can have a
feast every day. He will be told, with truth, that daily bread is
what tries us all.  In Church Courts, for several years, his motions
may go unseconded and his speeches unheeded. The Moderator,
wise man—Lrinvs inler peris—may be conveniently blind when he
xises to address the house, as he is not yet acknowledged as a member
of the select speaking committee of the Presbytery, Synod or Assem-
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bly. as the case may be. What with these things and occasional
allusions to flash-in-the-pan and spread-eagle oratory, the criticisms
of the people, and predictions by his class-mates and seniors of com-
ing failure, the young man is likely to be sufficiently reminded of
his frailty, to keep him humble.

If he is merely an ardent young worker in the ranks, eager to
ficht drunkenness, ignorance and poverty in their own dens ina
hand to hand strugale, ready to rebuke sin everywhere, keen-eyed in
detscting hypocrisy and sham, unsophisticated, and sure to designate
by their right names civic and ecclesiastical authorities who counte-
nance legalized iniquity—then he will be advised to temper his zeal
and hasten slowly. The words of sacred writ will be solemnly cited
for his instruction: “ Let not him that girdeth on his armour boast
himself as he that putteth it oft.”

It may be well tar the Church to consider, however, whether she
gaing or loses spiritual force by this repressive policy ; whether she is
not throwing away gifts which should be utilized. The crime of
being young is one to which for a time we must all plead guilty; but
youth, it must be acknowledged, has advantages which vanish with
riper years. It is the season of education, when all the powers of
goul and body are developed with the utmost ease. Mental and
moral habits are formed, rich stores of historic2l, linguistic and se¢’=n-
tific knowledge are then acquired with a facility never afterwards
enjoyed. We are then characterized by a boldness and during border-
ing on temerity, and an enthusiasm which, if wisely directed in rizht
channels, are most potent for good. And surely the young are not
made temples of the Holy Ghost to no purpose. God dwells in them
and walks in them for glorious ends, not to make them idlers but
co-workers with himself. He gives them talents not to be buried hut
to be used and accounted for, the one and the two, as well as the five.
The neglect or misuse of these is dangerons and weakening to the
possessors of them and to all with whom they are spiritually related.
To keep young Christians idle at the outset is to deprive the Chwich
of the freshness of their vigor, and pos«ibly to impair and destroy
their power of action. Many are kepi so long under instruction,
silent receptacles of good lessons, that they vecome dumb, unable to
open their mouths in prayer or in witness-bearing for the Master
even when His name and canse are being openly blaspheraed. They
can speak and reason with skill and subtilty on other subjects, on
business and politics, but when it is a matter of thanking God for
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blessings received, and asking His protection and guidance for days
to come, or of pleading with some poor prodigal to rise and go
to his Father; when it is a matter of cheering the disconsolate,
teaching the ignorant or edifying the body of Christ; they are as
helpless as if they had heen born speechless. Why is this? Itis
not becanse they lack capacity, but they have been so long
accustomed to doing nothing that they have lost the disposition
for activity. The remedy for this evil is in the hands of ministers
and elders, who should not attempt to do everything themselves,
but rather to organize and direct the services of all others. It
should not be necessary for members of the Church of Christ
to seek scope for spiritual activity beyond her pale. The ends
sought by Young Men’s and Young Women’s Christian Associations,
by the Salvation Army, and by all such bodies, should be better
reached through her efforts. Butthis cannot be done until her thou-
sands of sluggish, idle, good-for-nothing members are roused to action.
And we cannot help thinking that everyone who enters the fellow-
ship of the saints should be required at once to consecrate his and
her energies to the service of God. By following this rule the power
of the Chuzch in relation to the unbelieving world would be indefi-
nitely increased. It was certainly not Christ’s method to keep young
converts silent and inactive for a time ; onthe contrary, he sent them
out immediately, even the most unlikely and unpromising of their
number, to testify of His saving grace. Witness the case of the
woman of Samaria. Everything was against her as a missionary—
we should never have selected her for such a position. Any simpleton
could have urged forcible reasons for her observing silence aund seclu-
sion for years after conversion. To begin with, she was only a
womau, and how many would confidently predict failure solely on
this account. Then her whele career up to the hour when she met
the Saviour was a terrible drawback. How easily low, vulgar sceptics
and heartless critics could point to that dark record and sneer at
her efforts at well-doing.  Is she, forsuoth, lnstantly turned preacher
and saint.  Besides, the story that she, a Sawaritan, has found the
Messiah among the Jews, will be utterly incredible to her bigoted
fellow-countrymen, “for the Jews have no dealings with the Samari-
t.ns”  National and lecal prejudices will more than neuntralize all
that she can do for the truth. The sleepless gossips of that little
village of Sychar, are like those of our own day, each knowing more
about his neighbor’s life and business than thst neighbor himself,
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Should she appear among them in the new role of saint and censor
of their conduct she will surely be devoured by their lawless tongues.
Ordinary prudence dictates that she should be quiet for a time. Tet
her first gain experience, and by patient meekness and seclusion
convince those who have known her folly that she is not an audacious
hypocrite, and then, after the lapse of years, she may attempt to be
usetul.

The trouble with this theory is, that however widely accepted and
acted upon, the facts in the case are against it. The record bears on
its face that after a single effectual lesson from Jesus Christ the
woman at once left her water pot and hastened to the village to tell
the people : “ Come see a man who told me all that ever I did. Is
nct this the Christ?” “ And many believed through the saying of the
woman.” More than can be said of scores of men who are proud of
being in holy orders and preaching from year to year to drowsy aris-
tocratic flocks. And Jesus himself set the seal of approval upon the
mission by following in the footsteps of the woman, giving two days
to the very same field : “ And many more believed through His word.”

Will any one presmme to say that all this was rash and wrong, and
that it would have been far better for the cause of truth not to
have enjoyed the divine power manifested through the prompt
activity of this new convert ? And let us not suppose that her case
is wholly exceptional. Here i3 another even more remarkable. That
of the demoniac of Gadara. IIis caveer before he knew Christ need
not be detailed. Suffice it to say that he was the terror of his
neighbourhood, dwelling in tombs, cutting himself with stones, pluck-
ing asunder the chains and fetters with which men attempted to bind
him, making night hideous with his unearthly cries. and sheltering
in his 1aiserable person legions of foul demons. But once restored
to his right mind by the gracious and almighty power of the Re-
deemer he encounters no delay in receiving a mission field. Naturaily
enough, out of gratitude tv his deliverer, his wish is to follow Him
across the sea of Galilee. But Jesus said, No, I appoint you some
better work to do. * Go home to thy friends, and tell them how
great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion
on thee. And he departed and began to publish in Decapolis how
great things Jesus had done for him ; and all did marvel” Sarely a
most instructive case. The Saviour's command is not, Go home to
thy friends, and say nothing o them for six months or until they are
convinced that you Lave been saved. No, in that case they might
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well believe him to be still possessed of a dumb devil, and no less
dangerous although less noisy than before. His open and prompt
testimony to the Lord’s saving power was needed specially in that
very home and neighbourhood made desolate by his former conduet.
And whenever saving grace is felt in the soul, the dumbness which
many seem to regard as meritorious at once disappears. As soon as
he takes us out of the horrible pit and sets our feet upon the rock,
he puts a new song into our mouth. And the testimony then
delivered by the new-born soul is full of freshness and force and
should in no case be suppressed. When the dying thief felt the
power of Christ on the cross he cried for help for himself, but he did
more, he delivered his testimony in favour of the Saviour and re-
buked the blaspheming malefactor. "When the Lord opened the
heart of Lydia, that she gave heed to the things spoken of Paul, she
was baptised and her household, and she instantly joined the ranks
of Christian workers, and besought the Apostles saying: “If ye have
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide
there.” She regarded prompt service as the test of fidelity to her
Saviour. This is always the case. If we love him we ke » his
commandments. When God worketh in us, then we work out our
own salvation, and become out-spoken in declaring his power to save.
When in Jerusalem “they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, they
began to speak with other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.”
It was through the testimony of young converts that thousands upon
thousands entered the Kingdom in JJTerusalem during Apostolic days ;
aad when persecution arose, and they were all scattered abroad
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the .Apostles,
they—not the Apostles, but the dispersed merabers of the Church—
“went. everywhete preaching the Word.” And why should we not
look for similar zeal and fidelity now, in declaring the truth 2 “Let
him that heareth say come” Let us fearlessly invoke the aid of
these mightyv tforces—the Word, the Spirit, the press and the services
of those wha are fired with the enthusiasn of first love, that the
Church may become a scene of living power and beauty, “ fair as the
moon, clear as the sun, and terrible us an army with banners.” It is
thus that the hosts of Infidelity, Romanism, Mohammedanisin and
Paganism are to be discomfited, and the great commission of our
Captain is to be executed, to go into all the world and preach the

Gospel to every creature.
D. H. MacVicar

Monlreal.




DUTY AXND DELIGHT.*

“Let the dead bury their dead! Follow thou me! Go thou and preach the
Kingdowm of God.”

HAT is a profound suying. “Let the dead bury their dead t”

It has a deep meaning: if at first it seem dull and lustreless like
a fragment of spar, we have only to turn it till the light strikes it at
the angle of reflection, and it will show rich hues.  Lue and death
are words that span the infinities; the difference between them is
the difference between holiness and sin:  the distance between them,
the distance between Heaven wud Hell.

This is 2 world of death.  The dead, who know not nor feel the
powers of the world to come, may well be lett to bury each other,
left to magnify the material and wmortal, as all burial does. But for
those who wili L2y and heed, Christ has a message of life.  Fiest of
all, “Follow me ! ” for “hie that followeth me shall not walk in the
darkness ” of death *but shall have the light of life”  Then, * Go,
preach the Kingdom of God.”  Having the spirit of life, we are to
speak the word of life. Christ came not to bury, but to ruise and
quicken, the dead; and they who follow Him first get life, and then
preach Him and give ife.  Our fivst duty is to come unto Him that we
might ourselves have life, and Ieave the ranks of the dead for those
of the living; our foremost duty and our highest delight must then
be to bring other dead 1o ife; instead of burying them more deeply
from sight and contact of the Lord of life, we must take away the
stone, that the dead may hear His voice and live and come forth !

Evangelization is simply this, rolling away the stone, and giving
the dead a chance to hear the word of life. It is bringing the
Evangel, or Gospel, into contact with the unsaved : aud it is for roa-
facl, avl conversioa, that the church is responsible. We are to do our
paxt and leave God to do His

Paul says:  Christ sent we not to baptize, but to evangelize”
Baptism is not 10 be reckened like repentance toward God and faith
toward our Lord Jesus Cluist, among the primary terms of salvation ;
it is a sealing, not @ savipg sacrament.  We must not Bift it to a

* A cbapter of Di. Dierson’s forthcowing bovk on « Evaogelisw."—From the
duthor's manuscript, by special permizsion.

[=1]
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level with faivh. Faith justifies the soul which, in believing, appro-
priates Christ ; Baptism justifies faith, as one of its fruits and proofs,
attesting faith as genuine.

Every child of God may truly say : “ Christ sent me to evangelize.”
This is a foremost duty and may be the highest delight. To evan-
gelize is the first duty in the order of time, for there must be believers
to be baptized and converts to become confessors, in order to form
the church; itis first in the order of <mportance, for it is accession
and growth that keep the church in being.  To the Household of
Faith, as to the family of man, the condition of cuntinuance is obe-
dience to the law of inerease. The propagation which keeps God’s
seed alive on the eavth, and cventually spreads that seed over the
carth and subdues it, is Evangelization. Everything therefore, both
as to the existence and enlargement of the Church of Gied, hangs on
evangelizing men.

The church must continnally “go, disciple all nations,” become to
human souls everywhere, nursing mother. So far as she fails to
bring the Gospel to the knowledge of the unsaved, she disobeys the
last command of her Lord, declines in spiritual life, forfeits her com-
mission, and risks the removal of her candlestick out of its place!

That other duties are important we do not deny, but we do affirm
that the importance of evangelization is primary. Our Lord enjoined
upon us first to disciple all nations, and then to feach them to observe
all His commands. In the authorized version the two Greek verbs
are hoth rendered by the same word “teach,” Lut the mistake is cor-
rected in the Revision, for they represent two great branches of our
duty and trust: First to go out and gather in disciples; and then
teach apd train the new converts in the knowledge und practice of
truth and duty; first to ‘disciple’ sanctified and serviceable men,
and then to ‘ discipline” or develop disciples into workers.

A great orator and sage, Sydney Smith, has said that the most
effective figure in rhetoric is repetition. Probably the principles
we thus lay down may seem axioms not needing demonstration, and
searcely requiring statement ; but fumiliarity with truths takes away
their force and blunts their edge, cven as the tread of many feet.
wears away the inseriptions on memerial pavements, unless from
time to time they are reeut.  And so we seek to give greater em-
phasis to admitted traths by frequent and varied statement.  As with
mallet and chisel, blow on blew, we would eut decper that great in-
seription on the very threshold of church life, “ g0, EVANGELIZE!”
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The church is to bear and rear children ; but before she can rear,
she must bear. There are pains of travail, but she must not shrink
from the throes of birvth, through which alone God’s houschold grows.
We have seen that the lust command is fellowed by @ promise of His
presence.  The precept and prowise are joined by a living link, for
only as the precept is obeyed can the promise be enjoyed. If the
chureh is faithful in making and training disciples, she basks in the
sunshine of His smile. If zeal in evangelizing gives place to cold
neglect of souls, her sun sufiers obscuration if not eelipse, so surely
does He withhold or withdraw the tokens of His gracious presence
and glorious power.  The glory of the Shekinah pales whenever pas-
sion for souls gives place to cold indifference.

In various ways, by forms and figures hoth foreible and beautiful,
the great Head of the church has sought to impress this double duty
of evangehization and editication.  Two laws of chureh life are ex-
pressed and enforced throughout the New Testament @ First, the law
of inward grawth, and secondly, the law of outward extension.  This
is the key to mueh of the teaching of our Lord and of His Apostles.
In the interview between the risen Redeemer and His disciples, ve-
corded by Johm, we find first a Word of Salutation, “ Peace unto
youi” then a Word of Conmuission, “As my Father hath sent me,
even so send I you:” and then a Word of Conferment, ¢ Receive ye
the Holy Ghost.” He not only gives the Comnission, but He bes-
tows the Power to carry it out, a Divine Enduement.

The work is great, but for it we have conferred by Him both
authority and adequacy.  The chureh long since came to her Damas.
cus and had her vision of the Holy One.  She needs no longer ask,
“ Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ?” for He has set before her the
primary duty. With pierced hands He points to the millions who
have not even heard His name, and says: * Go out into the streets
and lanes, the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in!”

When Mr. Webster, at the laying of the corner stone of the Bunker
Hill shaft, besought the vast concourse of people 1o *stand back,”
lest the erowd should break down the speaker’s platform at peril of
life or limb—the answer was, * It is impos<ible !” * Impossible 27
thundered the American Demosthenes, “ Neothing is impossible at
Bualer Hifll!” And when we vemember Who gave us our marching
orders, and Who left us the pledge of Hix perpetnal presence ;. when
we stand beside that cross on which He bore our sins, and remember
that He is the Propitiation for the whole warld, we dare not talk of
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impossibilities. In the lexicon of the christian life there is and there
ought to be no such word as “fail.” Nothing is tmpossible at Colvary !

Canon Wilberforce tersely puts in four words, the whole law of
Christ, “admit, submit, commit, transmit.” The first three concern
the relation of the Dbeliever to his Lord, he is to admit to his mind
and heart, the truth and Him who is the truth ; submit his wayward
will to His will; and corunit all things in trust to His keeping.
The last of these four words expresses the relation of the believer to
his fellow men, henceforth he is to &raasmit; to hecome the medium
through whom by lips and life, the light and love of God shall be
transmitted to others.  In these four words all the duties of the
disciple are briefly sunmed up and comprehended.  They are the
cardinal points in the horizon of his spiritual life.

We are called not to be saced only, but to svre,  The watchword,
the very motto on the banuer of the chureh, is sereice. The chief
end of man s “ to glorify God and to enjoy Hira for ever,” to glorify
Him is the necessary preparation for the highest enjoyment of Him,
The work is committed to the weak ; God hath chosen the poor and
base and despised, those whoe are nothing in the eyes of men, that all
dependence may be upon Him and all glory be to Him.

Gud calls every disciple to direct ¢flort to save men.  The Confes-
sion of Christ with the mouth, the preaching of Christ in the life, the
translation of faith and hope and love into living forms, and of pre-
cept into practice—all this is a mighty witness for Him and Iis
Gospel, but it dees not exhaust the demands of duty. The command
covers wore than this, it means pursonal work: for souls.

The methuds are so various that they are not defined or preseribed,
but they embrace the whole range of opportunity, the whole scope of
pussibility.  TFrom the lisping infant in the cradle, to the savage
cannibal on the isle in the sea, we are to see in every human keing a
soul to be taught the way of salvation.  In the great home and busy
mast, In rural retreats or city streets, at workman’s bench or school-
boy’s bench, wherever a child of God confronts a child of man, there
must be a voice to speak because there is an ear to hear. Even
prayer is not effectual, energetic, which does not lead us to do some-
thing. Tl the field at your feet, and send others to till the fields
which you cannot reach. Only thus wiil the world-field ever bLe
sown with the seeds of the Kingdow, and wave with harvests for
Gad.
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We have too much faith in God to believe that he would leave to
us a work which we cannot do. A loyal soldier of England’s Queen,
when asked how long it would take the British Army and Navy to
carry a proclamation from Her Majesty, to the ends of the earth,
replied, “about eighteen months” We have no conception of the
rapidity with which the flag of the cross could be borne to the limits
of the globe, if the enterprise were really undertaken by the whole
body of believers. In 1835, in Hamburg, seven men in a shoe-
maker’s shop resolved to attempt in person to spread the good news,
Within twenty years they had organized fifty churches, gathered ten
thousand converts, seattered half a million Bibles and eight million
pages of tracts, and preached the Gospel to fifty millions of people. At
that rate, two hundred and fifty disciples could reach the whole
population of the Globe in thirty years !

If to-day there were but five hundred disciples on earth, and each
of them and of their converts shounld bring to Christ one soul each
year, by this simple geometrical progression the number of converts
would swell so fast, as to include the whole race in twelve years. Or
if there were but one disciple and he should be the means of convert-
ing one soul each year, and every new convert do the same, thirty
years would muitiply the number to more than thirteen hundred
millions,

What does all this show ? That the bulk of professing disciples
neglect this foremost duty to a dying world, and practically do nothing
whatever in discipling others, Tn the question of personal salvation,
service is forgotten. One fixes his thought on worldly treasures and
pleasures, and buries himself out of sight and contact of the lost, in
the sepulchre of self indulgence; another turns his thought to
heavenly treasures and pleasures, but it is all about Aéis own salvetion
that he thinks. This is all sclfishness. The miser and the monk
are alike ; each lives {or himself, and for himself seeks to lay up
treasures ; only the treaswes differ in kind. 1t is a vicious type of
biety that idly sits and sings,

“When I can read my title clear,” ete.
Service is self-abnegation, self-oblivion.  Moses was willing to be
blotted from God’s Bouk, and Paul could wish himself accursed from
Chuist, rather than have Israel cast away for ever. He who would
save others must not be unduly absorbed in saving himself. He who
seeks first the Kingdom of God will find his own salvation added to
him, without fail.
¢
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To you and me then is committed a dispensation of the Gospel.
If we do this thing willingly, we have a 1eward, but if against our
will, nevertheless thero is the solemn commission. If there be some
who cannot “go into the dark mine,” like Carey, they can “hold the
rope,” like Fuller. But woe is me if in some way or other, I preach
not the Gospel to a dying world !

A. T. Pirrsox.
Philadelphia.

A WORKER’S PRAYER.

Lord, speak to e, that I may speak
In loving echoes of thy tone;

As thou hast sought, so let me seek
Thy erring children, lost and lone.

Oh, lead me, Lord, that I may lead

The wandering and the wavering feet ;
Oh, feed me, Lord, that I may feed

Thy hungering ones with manna sweet.

Oh, fill me with thy fulness, Lord,
Until my very heart o’erflow,

In kindling thought and glowing word,
Thy love to teli, Thy praise to show.

Oh, use me, Lord, use even me,
Just as Thou wilt, and when and where,
Until thy blessed face 1 see,
Thy rest, Thy joy, Thy glory share.
F. R. Havergal



THE DURATION OF THE PASTORATE.

N the following paper the permanency of the Pastorate is assumed,

as against the views of those who hold that the Pastorate ended

with the vrganization of the Christian Chureh, as did the Apostolic
and Prophetic offices.

It is also assumed that the Scriptures sanction the employment of
the term Pastor, to designate not merely those who feed, build ap
and guard the interests of persons already evangelized, but also to
designate those who associate with such work the evangelization of
the unconverted. Paul writing to Timothy said: “do the work of
an Evangelist.” Every true pastor will include in his pastoral work
the evangelization of the unconverted.

Having made sufticiently clear for our purpose what we wmean by
the Pastorate, let us enquire: How long should a man continue bis
Pastorate in one congregation ?

We answer, for life ; unless there ave clear indications of a divine
call to another field. The life pastorate is the true ideal and to this
there is but one exception, viz, a call from the Head of the Church
to another sphere of labor. Certainly the frequent changes becoming
more prevalent would indicate that this ideal is ignored, or that
some other ideal more in keeping with the fustes of the age had
taken possession of ministers and people. So much the worse for
the tastes of the age.

The perpetuity of the Pastorate, as stated, has always bLeen the
idzal in the Presbyterian Church ; and except among Methodists—so
far as I know—this ideal hos never been questioned in the Christian
Church.

It is true that the Presbyterian Chwreli of the U. 8. of America
have had “ stated supply,” hut the General Assembly disapproved of
16 in 1831-"34="40-"31-"69 ; see Maore’s Digest, pp. 112,113 so that
“stated supply” is simply toleiated wnd wourned over by the best
uen in the Church.

The idea conveyed in Seripture is, that the Pastoral relation is per-
manent, with the exception stated; st certainly that exception does
not sauction a change of Pastorate at staked porivds or indeed at the

[27]
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end of any period that might bLe previously determined. The Scrip-
tural indications are that men are not only called into the Ministry
but into a special sphere of labour.

“The Holy Ghost said (Acts 13, 2), Separate me Barnabas aund
Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.” In the account
given by Luke of the response to the Macedonian ecry, he says:
“ Immediately we endeavored to go into Macedonia, assuredly gather-
ing that the Lord had called us to preach the Gospel unto them.
At Miletus, Paul urged upon the Elders ot the Church at Iphesus
to take heed to all the flock over which the Holy Ghost had made
them Bishops. In each of the Suven Churches of Asia, thexe was an
angel or messenger entrusted with the tidings to be delivered to the
people,

Moving in the line of these inspived indications, the Presbyterian
Church has always given prominence to the controlling hand of the
Head of the Church, in connection with all inductions.

Under the supreme conviction that a Pastor should not merely
have a call from a congregation but above all from the great Head of
the Church, the Presbyterian Church has discouraged everything like
canvassing for calls. Hence the question put to all ministers at
their Induction, “Have you used any undue methods, either by
yourself or others in procuring this call?” God’s providential con-
trol is most solemnly and impressively recognized in connection with
the Moderation in a Call, and also in connection with the sustenance
of the call by the Presbytery, as well as in the final Induction. Cer-
tainly this does not point in the direction of frequent changes, or
changes on frivolous pretexts.

That changes are sought and effected by both Ministers and Con-
gregations for reasons that are simply degrading the holy office, and
ruining congregations, is undeniable,

The Assembly of the American Church has repeatedly asserted
that the antidote to frequent changes is a higher respect for the
ministerial office and character.  Ministers should magnity their office,
and they should be esteemed highly for their work’s sake.

The advantages of Jong Pastorates to both Minister and people are
very great. This becoues a settled conviction by simply contrasting
Coungregations all over the Church that have had long or even life
Pastorates with those of an opposite chavacter.

It is only by protracted contact with his people that a man can
have that acquaintance with them, that will enable bim to adopt his
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preaching and other pastoral services to their wants. It is simply
impossible for one who changes about every four or five years to be
acquainted with the people. If a periodic or frequent change of
tawily Physician be undesirable—and who does not say that it is 2—
much more undesirable is a frequent change in the Pastorate. Ina
lenathened Pastorate there is an assimilating process going on, and
Pastor and people are growing in mutual sympathy. There is also a
demand for coustant, unremitting study on the part of the Pastor
which is to the advantage of all interested. As regards the plea
that short Pastorates enable one to employ old material to advantage,
I shall make but ove biief reply. In protracted pustorates, men can
return to old material and repeat as frequently as will be to the
advantage of most Ministers ; and they can do so with the approbation
and to the edification of intelligent people.

The disadvantages associated with frequent changes are: protracted
vacancies often vesulting in incurable divisions ; the cultivation of a
desire for novelty and change simply for the sake of change; a low
unscriptural view of the office and character of the ministry.

There remains now but a short space to say a few words, regarding
the causes of the Irequent departures from this ideal, and the remedies
we would suggest.

The causes and remedy, we think, are comprehended in the follow-
ing brief statement. The want of the exercise of sanctilied good
common sense aud christian charity, together with a want of a proper
appreciation of the office and character of the ministry; and the
remedy, simply the enltivation and exercise of these.

A more earnest and frequent study of the Pastoral Epistles and of
Paul’s statements reqarding the relative duties of Pastor and people,
would certainly wield a most powerful influence in the direction of
counteracting frequent changes.

We shall, however, specify some of the more prominent causes
leading to frequent changes, and endeavour to indicate the remedy.
There are causes arising from the side of Pastor and people.

From the Pastoral side there stonds first :—

The want of progressive and earnest study. This the late senior
Dr. Hodge used to coutend terminated more pastorates than all other
causes put together.  Had not an authority of such keen observation
and lengthened experience repeatedly asserted it, we should have
shrunk, purely from delicacy and out of respect for the Ministry,
from mentioning it.
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It is a notorious fact that the best trained and most studious men
in the Methodist Church are—the majority of them at least—in
favour of lengthening, considerably, the period of ministerial service
to the same Congregation.

No amount of what too frequently passes for Pastoral Visitation,
will ultimately make amends for the want of judici~v. reading and
earnest thinking during the week. For ourselves we have but little
confidence in either buggy or street thinking as a substitute for what
ought to be done in the study; nor will any amount of vehement
vociferous talking and senseless gesticulation be a substitute. Our
remedy is to hand: “ Give heed to reading, to exortation, to teaching.
Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by pro-
phecy, with the laying on of the hands of the Presbytery.
Be diligent in these things; give thyself wholly to them, that
thy progress may be manifest unto all. Take heed to thyself, and,
to thy teaching. Continue in these things; for in doing this thou
shalt save both thyself and them that hear thee.”—I Tim. 4: 13, 16,
revised. “Dring with thee the books, but especially the parch-
ments.”"—2 Tim. 4: 13.  “Study to show thyself approved unto God,
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word
truth”—2 Tim. 2:15. What has been said on this point applies
with equal force to students preparing for the Ministry.

Another fruitful source of frequent change is the effort on the
part of Ministers to gratify itching ears, and the taste for what is
sensational. There is an effort made to draw th  crowd by adver-
tising or announcing a subject nuder a purely sensational title ; or
the choir is employed to sinz voluntaries and Miss —— to sing
a solo. On this point I shall simply quote Dr. John Hall. “1I have
never thought this a good plan, and would advise my brethren not to
adopt it. 1t is regarded as a confession of general weakness.

0y

Your common things it would hardly be supposed would attract;
but here is a sermon on ‘the iron that did swim,’ or ‘the little foxes,
or Samson’s fuxes, or Jehuda’s pen-knife, and iv is hoped the people
will hear you thercon. And when there is no announcement, why,
of cowrse, the fair inference is, there is nothing peculiar; nothing
worth hearing; nothing but the Gospel! There are enough of
gypsies already, unattached hearers, who go around and hear the
most interesting preachers. .. .. ..  Let us leave all this to
the Lycewm, the Lectwing Burcaw, and the showman.  Let us be
willing to go down as low as is needed to lift up sinners; but it is

e
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wE that are to ¢o down. This is to drag down the sacred desk, the
office of the inistry, the Bible itself.”—Yale Lectures ; fuvith scries,
puge 185,

Forgetfuluess or neglect of the fact that a Pastor should be simply
one thing, and that a Minister of Christ, has often resulted in a
demand for a change of Pastorate. A Pastor should not be distin-
wuished as a farmer, doctor, lawyer, politician or au athlete; he
should give himself to one thing. “No man that warreth entangleth
himself with the affairs of this life.”

The Saviour would not interfere in a case which ought to have
been settied ina judicial court, but simply replied : “ Man, who made
me a judge or a divider over you2” The Apostles said: It is not
reason that we should leave the Word of God, and serve tables,” &e.

If all men in the ministry had the good common sense to act in refer-
euce to many persons, and things that come to their ecars, as the
Saviour did with the accusers of the unfortunate woman, when he
wrote on the ground as though he heard them not, many a call for a
change could be avoided. Spurgeon dealing with this same point,
has said, that every minister should have one deaf ear and one blind
eve; and our own KNoXoNIAN has said, lately, in the Kaor Collige
Moathly, that there are people whose motto always is, “Tell the
minister”  May the Lord long spare XNoXoN1aN to wield his pen in
writing such articles, as we need all the agencies possible to keep
such characters in their own place.

Oue source fram which frequent changes in the Pastorate proceed,
is the want of adequate sup.port, and for this evil, congregations are
wainly to blame.  We say mainly, because we know that to some
extent winisters ave to blame when through false delicacy they do
not faithfully and wisely inculeate duty and privilege in this as in
other matters,

Puul in his epistles repeatedly enjoins on these ministered to, to
share liberally of their substance, with those wha minister to their
spiritual wants.  To the Galatians he says: *“Let him that is taught
in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things.”
Writing to the Corinthians, he says: * The Lord hath ordained
that they which preach the Gospel should live of the Gospel” Whilst
we admit that ministers should watch against allowing undue care
regardiig sapport to prey upon their minds, yet it should be borne
in mind hy congregations that ministers are human and have human
wants, aud necessities peculiar to their office, Before a minister has

THE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE, MONTREAL
=~ BIBLOTHEQUE / LIBRARY



32 Presbyterian College Fournal.

been educated for his position, there has L'een the spending ot money
and much time ; whilst others of the same age, in business or pro-
fessions less expensive, have beon accumulating property.  After
entering on the duties of their office, hooks and periodicals necessary
to keep them abreast of the age must be seeured, and other expenses
peculiar to their situation incurred of which many congregations
never think., Besides, the utinost that ministers ean do for the future
of their families is to make an elfort to give them it liberal education.
Looking at these things, together with the prospect, should God spare
them, of havine to retive, with no heunse to live in of their own, and
little or no funds to live upon; it is not surprisivg that ministers
should be found secking changes to lLetter their edueational advan-
tages and to brighten the future prospects for old age.
(i, Muxro,
Emtbro, Ont.

TRUE ART.

To paint the picture of a lile
Sincere in word, in deed sublime
Noble to reach the after-time,

And find a rest beyond the strife 1 —

This is the highest goal of art.—
To nove a form of rare device,
The fruit of carly sacnifice,-

The true devotion of the heart.

We work in shadow and in doubt,
But view our Madel, and with trust
Toil on. tili He, the Good, the Just,
shall bring the perfect fullness out.
W, 'L HERRIDGE.
e,



OUR FRENCH WORK.

FPYHE subject is such a large one, and has been so ably handled by
anthorities, that the burden of’ saying anything to help, or even
of telling the old old story afresh, is a heavy one. With a feeling of
weakness and insufliciency we beud to it, while an earnest prayer
goes up to the Barden Bearer, that He will bear it for us, and by us.
It seetns somewhat strange that that which is not a work of race,
should be considered such. The French question is not really a
guestion of people or race.  As English we welcome a tiue French-
man, and honor him.  We admire many of his characteristics, and
feel that we might often learn from him lessous of wentleness and
civility. It is not with them as a people or rce that owr quarrel is,
but with the system which under Christ’s name, developes in them
qualities not Christ-like.

The standard we raise is not one of nationality, o1 tongue, but one
of liberty, truth and purity. Lound it must rally every man of
whatever race, who recognizes the tremendous issues at stake.  To
our young fair Canada has been bequeathed light and hiberty : with
her it remains to retain this priceless legacy so dearly won.

Hitherto she has moved steadily on, all uuheeding the little clouds
rising in the sky which threaten io ebscure her day; so secure in
her glorious liberty that she hears not the rattling of the tiny chains
that are being fastened ton surcly on her sons and  danghters, chains
of gold and silver it may be. fastened by the holy () men, but none
the less chains.

The strugale resolves itself into that of light with darkness,
Protestantisin with Romanism.  Protestants baving, and loving libert ¥
and trath, must as free men oppose oppression s as trae men, error.

As such, the strugale is one which demands the attention of all,
iuvolving as it daes the interests of all. As free men we must engage
in this struggle, free from all prejudice and petty jealousies ; as true
men, in & spirit of trath and love,

As politiclans we must face the question, for on its solution hangs
the political frevdom of vur land. As long as the whip of the Catholic
vote is permilted to swing sver the heads of onr leaders, threatening

[33]
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to lash them into the supporting of measures at vaviance with their
own ideas of vight, and contrary to the interests of the people whom
they serve, our land is politically enslaved.  The government of the
country lies really 'in the hands of the priests, for to these priests
belong the votes of all their parishoners.  Wheels move wheels, but
the great motive power of our lower provinee, is priesthood.  Against
this power we would not struggle were it & power for good, but find-
ing as we do in their system, grievous moral deformities, if not im-
moral disposition, we cannot, ought not to submit. Can we expect
our politicul leaders to be pure and true, when in their homes, purity
and truth are alike dwarted 2 That such is the case is shown by the
extracts we cull.

Our professional men are interested in the struggle, and should be
engaged in it.  Can it be a matter of no account to them that in our
Canada hundreds of children are growing up unlettered, ignorant, and
mentally stunted, without a vestige of 1 mind of their own; poor
puppets who know not how to think, easting all their thinking neces-
sities into the hands of their priests ?

In order to know the truth of this, one must go amongst the poorer
classes, who are dependant on - their priests’ schools for their educa-
tion,  Again and again they come to Protestant schools and are
delighted with the progress they make, stating that at their own
schools they spend most of their time on prayers, ete. Nor is this to
be wondered at. The arveatest enemy the priesthood has is enlighten-
ment.  In proportion to the knowledge and enlightenment in a
country, amongst the masses, is the slavish subservicney tw the
priests, which constitutes the power of the Chareh of Rowme.

First in the ranks in this struggle, we naturally look for those who
devate their lives to a study of that which is the whole of man,~—man’s
duty to God, man’s duty to man.

Not finding them there, might we not naturally conclude, that the
struggle s an unjust one;  that amongst our many  denominations
may be vanked stiil another, as a Chureh of Christ, the Holy Roman
Catholic,

So often this question is asked, passes on from mouth to mouth,
and becomes at last so startling that we would here puoint out a few
reasons why we eannot recognize the Chureh of Rme as the Chureh
of Christ.

The head of the Church of Christ is Christ. The head of the
Romish Church is the Pope.  Christ’s Church follows the teachings
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of Christ ; the Romish Chureh the teaching of the Pope.  The teach-
ing of the Pope is in direct opposition to that of Christ. The Pope
teaches the way to Gud, to be the saints and angels.  Christ says, “ 1
am the way, the truth and the life, no man cometh unto the Father
but by me.”  The Pope, that Mary and all saints are mediators bet-
ween God and man.  God, “there is one mediator between God and
man, the nan Christ-Jesus”  The Pope, the worshipping of saints
and images.  God, “thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him
ouly shalt thou serve.”

In giving His Commandments, God said, “ye shall not add unto
the word which I command you.” In closing His written voluine, He
again vepeats with terrible power: “ If any maun shall add unto these
things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this
Look.”

Yet each new century brings a new dogma to the Cluch of Rome,
In the 4th century began the worship of saints; in the 7th century,
the Pope was declared supreme ; in the 11th century, the celibacy of
the priests became obligatory ; in the same century the dogma of the
infullibility of the Church of Rome was acknowledged ; in the 16th
century, the doctrine of an intermediate state, purgatory, was officially
recoguised ; while in our own century of enlightenment heads bow
reverently to the new dogmas of the himnaculate conception of the
Virgin, and the infallibility of the Pope.

Thus, following doctrines of men and cunningly devised fables,
may they not hear the Master’s voice, as He says : ~ In vain do they
worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.”

Every man, woman and child in the wide stretches of dmerica, are
wittingly or unwittingly interested in this struggle. Tt is now time
that they should be intellizently interested.

It is not sufficient that our children call themselves Protestants,
they wust know el Parents must know not only why they are
Protestants, but why they cannot be Roman Catholies.

A book lies on my table, which is at once one of interest and
anthority,~— La morale des Jésuites,” by Paul Bert, being a gleaving
from the teachings ol the different Jesuitival theologiuus, Gury.
PAbk¢ Rousselot and Marotte ; the work of the latter being the
authorised book in the French Primary Normal School.  The bouk
is French thronghout and may be obtained from France. Some of
the bouks from which Paul Bert gleans are text books in the Jesuit
College in this city,
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Taking first the teachings regarding civil laws, we find that “ the
Church has the power to make laws to accomplish her ends.” “The
Pope, when the spirvitual good demands it, may change lords, kings
and emperors, deprive impious and disobedient kings of their king-
doms.” “ Christians (Jesuits) are not to tolerate infidel or heretical
kings. If the king endeavors to draw his subjects into infidelity or
heresy, the Sovereign Pope must decide if the king should be deposed.”
Jacques Gordon says, “ 1 maintain as certain that ecclesiastics are
free from civil power.”  In reply to the question, “ Ought one to obey
a law of the church prohibited by civil government ?2” the answer
comes, “ Yes, fur the church has received the authority from Christ,
not from the civil power upon which it is dependent.”

Regarding witness bearing the following helps are given: “An
accused questioned by the judge, may say, ‘I have done nothing,’
meaning, nothing which I must tell.”

“An accused is not allowed to tell an untruth, hut he may say I
have not doneit. * * * Dut in doing so he must take great
care to assert this in a true sense, according to the thought he has in
his mind.  For example, if he replies I have not done it, he must
take great care to say (in his mind) that he has not done it while in
prison.”  Cabot says, “If you have killed Peter, in defending your-
self you may swear before the judge that you have not killed him,
if you make the mental reservation, unjustly.”

Coming to the case of theft,—* When is theft a serious matter in the
case of servants {7 That depends on the liberality or severity of the
master, the quality or nature of the object taken, ete. * * * *
Again “may a servant, who dees more than he considers it his duty
to do, recompense himself ¢ Yes, if such work is done at the request
of his master. * ¥ The value of this just compensation may be
left to the judgment of the servant.”

Fain would we leave the matter here. Two other cases we cite:
“Should a priest who hearing a woman’s confession, solicit her to sin,
be denounced ¢ No, if not in the confessional or under the pretext
of confession.”  Putting with this the fact that priests may absolve
their accomplices, need we wonder that our land is full of vice.  Are
we unjust in trying to plant in the hreasts of onr youth a love of
purity and trath, such as they cannot receive {rom a church of sin,
We cannot even read some of the revelations of this book, and gladly
turn from it, thankful for our liberty and truth,
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We have endeavored to show the necessity for Freuch work.,  We
will now pass on to the work itself, with all its discouragemants and
encouragements,

That there are discouragements real and heavy we cannot deny.
The walls swrrounding this system seem to be of adamant, and every
effort directed against them to prove useless. Money has been sent
and nobly sent to forward this work. Yet in Canada to-day over one
million are in the dark places of this system. Over 112,000 in our
own royal city.

Within the last fifty years an average of $15,000 per anunumn has
been spent on this work apparently fruitlessly, at least proportion-
ately. The nwmbers of Roman Catholics still are paralizing; the
converts, far from all that can be desired ; and many things seem
dark. But all has not been in vain. Fifty years ago, there was not
a French Protestant in Quebec. To-day there ave over 20,090
avowedly French Protestants.  Fifty years ago there was not a French
Protestant Church in Montreal. To-day there are six. A rapid
sketch of the progress of one of these may be helpful. In 1864 a
French Mission was opened in the east-end under the care of one of
the French Missionaries. In 1369 Rev. C. A. Doundiet was ordained
and placed over the charge. In 1873 there were in connectivn with
this church 35 members in good standing; in 1880 there were 94;
in 1887, 115. During the year 1878 there were 40 apostates; the
records for the years intervening between 1878-1887 give the names
of 21 apostates. Of the 180 French children in connection with
this church, 150 attend English schools.

When Mr. Doudiet first took charge, 18 years ago, they were not
able to pay their running expenses; this year they have contributed
$525. When we learn that this $523 has been contributed by a
congregation composed of working men; that in the entire congre-
gation there are only three families whose income exceeds $1,000
per annumn; when we estimate that the average contribution has
been about §4.50 « member, we cannot but feel that in this corner
at least there has been progress. What that progress has beeu we
cannot estimate, for every family represents a power no one can
grasp.

Why should we impatiently clamor for results 2 Ouly man’s work
can be hwried. God has all eternity in which to work and moves
steadily on.  Looking at nature around us we see how gradually life
developes. Who looks with impatience ac the tiny nestling, and
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would force it into a {ull fledged birdie at once; who does not with
interest and not impatience watch the gradually growing and un-
folding of our baby nestlings ? Had man the arrangement of matters
the baby of to-day would be a man to-morrow; not so with God.
And is a soul more quickly developed than a body ?

Only those who know the power of those beliefs deep rooted in
childhood, entwined about our very being in youth, can realize what
a fearful upheaval cach convert to Protestantism mneans. Oh!
brothers, you who feel impatient at the apparent fruitlessness, for
one moment pause, and count the value of one soul, with its infini-
tude of weal or woe; trace the influence of one being through the
endless cycles of eternity, and call it not slow work when hundreds
are passing out from darkness into light. Were we bub roused to a
sense of the awful responsibility which rests upon us, we could but
wonder that God blesses us, as he does; we could but feel that, as
always, God’s part is done, while ours lies all but untouched.

Interesting and encouvaging as all reports may be, there is much to
seemingly justify dissatisfaction. The character of the converts is
not always such as we expect, we find many of them cringing, depen-
dent, and even dishonest. Aye ! whence have we our boasted, proud
independence and honesty ? Is it that our hearts are by nature
purer, truer than our fellow-countrymen, the Roman Catholies? Ts
it that we have by nature been endowed with qualities and percep-
tions denied them ? Nay, rather, but what have we that we have
not received, and having received it why should we glory as though
we had not received it ?

Knowing the power of association and education, can we wonder
at those who have been brought up in dependence, whose ideas
of right and wrong have from the eradle been warped? Can we
we wonder that the straightening process takes a life-time, indeed
often two life-times ?

We must not look for impussibilities, and if we allow the youth of
our land to hecome thoroughly imbued in error, we must not expect
them to be errorless men und women, [ we wish them to be noble,
as we are noble (2) we must, from their infancy, surround them with
ennobling influences.  In this lies the great hope of Canada—in her
Protestant Schools.

Oh! that we could reach the ears and hearts of every man, woman
and child, who are made free by Christ, and tell them of our schouls;
tell them of the young men and women who come to them, utterly
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ignorant, knowing neither how to read nor write, hungry tor know-
ledge, but with minds as unmindlike as minds can be, and still be
minds. It we could but in reality place them for one term amongst
these brothers and sisters, the ery for results would melt into one for
workers. The two pioneer schools, Grande Ligne, the Baptist Mis-
sion, and Pointe aux Trembles, the Preshyterian, have tules to tell
that must convince the stoutest doubters, of the necessity and
efficiency of the work.

Through each of them have passed during the fifty years of their
existence, at least 3,000 pupils. From them have come mauy of our
prominent French ministers and missionaries. To them are crowd-
ing, children of converts, children of Catholics. Still they crowd in,
until there is no room to receive them, Tor the past two or three
years about 200 pupils have annually been refused admission to
Pointe aux Trembles. No room! noxoom! An effort was made to
aise $10,000 in order that at least one half of those turned away last
year, might find room there this winter; hut it lailed, and once again
the school throws wide open its doors to the 120 who can enter, while
back to ignorance and darkuess must go again the 200. The contui-
butions this year, apart from bequests, for I'rench Evangelization in
all its departments, have been about $25,000, yet $10,000 more could
not be raised. Kstimating the membership of the Presbyterian
Church in Canada to be 100,000, which is below the figure, only 10
cents per member would have given the required amount.

$1,580,000,000are annually spent by America and England for liguor,
yet Canada canuot gather $10,000 of a surplus for our French work,

God’s plans do not, cannot clash.  The heathen are destitute and
needy, ouly God knows how needy. To them we are debtors, to
them we must give.  Not one dollay fromn them would we take, but
two from owrselves.  To each of us Gad will give a Iarden if we bt
bend for it.  Upon Canada lies the burden of those heath n lands
across the sea, aud those darkened tracts at home.  The work is
steadily moving forward at howe.  In Montreal, our brothers, the
Methodists, have a prosperous school, as wlse the Episcopalinns.
There is room for all, if we but juin hands and walk in step; but
therz is no time now for fend and folly. One Loxd, one faith, one
baptism, let us together strive to tloed our land with the Bible edu-
cation and liberty.

An interestiug ttle school may be found at 717 St. Catherine
street, where from 12 to 20 little French children, Roman Catholies
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with the exception of two, ave under the care of a noble Christian
woman, who is doing her share to scatter knowledge. A peep at
their bright faces and towsy pows as they sing those sweet French
hymus, gives a subject for study from merely a professional stand-
point, but when behind one sees the little germ of truth being plan-
ted, the independence aroused, one cannot: help lvoking forward to
the time when priest-craft will have lost its power.

Assuredly it islosing ground, Perhaps not pereeptibly ; but slowly
and quietly the spivit of enlightenment and liberty is penetrating
the masses, making the men indifferent, the women more zealous.
Steadily the work must grow, till the tyranny can be borne no longer,
and the doom of the priesthood rings ont.

But what is practically the best thing to do under the existing
circumstances 2 May we ofter a suggestion to our students ¢

We have all with interest bheen following the wanderings of that
famous quartette from Knox College who have been systematically
wandering through the west, speaking ot their work, prospective, in
the foreign field, MAlready they have held 250 meetings, the practical
prompt result of which, has heen $2,000.

Why should not the same plan be followed by our students here ?
Why should not four tuke up the question of the French work, spend
some of the thme they will spend this winter in the city, speaking to
the different churches on the subject, and then offer themselves for
an extended campaign next summer ¢

This is only a suggestion, but one which seems preguant.  Earnest-
ness, enthusiasm is needed, not half-hearted work.  True, the work
is a discouraging one if the eye is ever turned to the dollavs and cents,
Let the eve he fixed on the heads and hearts of men @ reach the heart
through the head, and the pockets will yawn of their own accord.
Away, away with begging. Teach the people the necessities of the case.
With all prayer lesve it in the hands of the great all-Father, and
money will come,

Oh! that we might vealize our posiion.  Not ours to gquestion if
results are sutisfuctory, not ours to quibble over this or that-——ours
only to do.  Our reward or censure at that great day will not pro-
ceed from the greatness or meuagreness of results, but from the gieat-
ness or meagreness of owr work.,  Have we done, ave we doing all
we can; if not we dare not speak ; if we have, if we are, we may
safely leave the rest to the Father who willeth not that any should
perish. HeLEx CAMERON PARKER.

Monireal.
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THE PULPIT AND THE GYMNASIUM.

WHAT connection can there be between these two ? some may
ask—more than would appear possible to any one who has
not thought the matter over, we reply.

The mission of the pulpit is to minister specially to men’s spiritual
needs ; that of the gymmasium to his physical needs ; whilst countless
institutions provide amply for all mental requirements.

By means of the mind we reach the inner shrine where dwells the
soul ; by means of the bodily functions, the mind is energized and
maintained. The three are therefore bound up together, and those,
who whilst ministering to one, ignore the others, are laboring under a
mistaken idea.

As regards the pulpit, its mission of proclaiming Christ to perish-
ing souls puts it on the very highest platform; for even the areatest
mental attainments, the most perfect conditions of bodily health, all
that malkes life d-sirable, must vield place when weighed against
eternal interests. Yet it is equally true, that the mission of both
the mental and physical educator is of high importance ; for
we recognize the fact that all are sent into this world with certain
duties to perform; and to this end we are furnished with mental
and bodily faculties, to be eultivated and improved to the best of
our ability. Some will say, ah! that is all true enough as regards
the mind, but the body is a subordinate affaiv. We reply—No such
thing. “XKnow ye not that your bodies ave the temples of the Holy
Ghost 2”7 Should not this be suflicient to ensure their being held in
due honor, and jealously guarded against aught that may degrade
or defile, and their rational and systematie cultivation duly provided
for 2 Viewed in this light, physical education is a work which as
a means of health, and a moral agent, ranks second to none, although
asa rule, people are unwilling to admit this, simply because they
have not yet been sufficiently educated on the subject.

“In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread,” was a portion of
the curse pronouneed upon Adam and his race, and yet from the
depths of the curse we can draw a blessing. Without exercise no
one can enjoy sound health. A man or woman who leads an indo-
lent life has to pay the penalty—the curse of debility is on them ;
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but those who manfully comply with the decree, find the blessing of
health as their reward.

We can speak from experience of the results flowing from syste-
matic excercise in overcoming bodily defects, and producing 2 har-
moniously developed frame.  Every kind of exercise in moderation
is healthful; and what sleep so sweet as that of the laboving man ?
But all are not constituted alike, and there are greatly differing bodily
requirements. A pint bottle cannot hold a guart, and yet both can
be full, so every one can be developed to the extent of their capacity.
Hence the necessity of physical education to take cognizance of, and
provide for these varying conditions. The student working at full
mental power for many hears a day, finds his brain become congested
and requires a diversion of nervous force to restore the balance of
circulation. This must be sought by calling into play the muscles of
motion. As soon as they begin to act, a sense of relief is experienced
the blood courses in full volume through the urteries and veins, the
oppressed head is relieved, and study is resumed under the most
favorable conditions. The same rule applies more or less to those
engaged in various sedentary oceupations. Much poring over one
object, a cramped position, and want of active motion in the limbs,
produces a torpid condition, which can best be relieved by engaging
in such exercises as call into action every part of the body. We have
had many pupils who realized this fact, and amongst them nunbers
of students, who, notwithstanding the demands made on their time
by mental work, attended the gymnmastic classes regularly, as they
found themselves gainers in every way thereby. They were fully
alive to the truth that it is not the amount of mental food taken, but
the amount digested, that is of value. When the mind is fresh and
head clear, & man makes his own that which he reads, but when the
brain is wearied, the subject studied is very apt to go through, but
not stay. Some, by strong exertion of will power, and determined
mental effort persevere, and achieve their end, but they do so at the
cost of imnpaired health, and find the coveted knowledge and aceruing
honors have been too dearly purchased.  Nature will be avenged for
any violation of her laws.

Another feature of physical education, and not the least iu value,
is its moral eftect. Most young men have a certain amount of super-
fruous energy which must be worked off in some manner, and it is of
the utinost importance that we should provide some means of dving
this safely. If we interest a young man in his physical welfare, and
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lead him to look with reverence on the body intrusted to him by
God. shall we not at once furnish him with a great safeguard against
vicious practices !

We cannot make all young men Christians, the grace of God only
can do that ; but T maintain, that because @ young man is not a
Christian, it is no veason why we should drop him altogether. On
the contrary, it is our duty to do all we can to keep him from being
sniivehed and mived with the filth of iniguity, and to draw him from
those dangerous spots where the arrows of the enemy of souls and
bodies fall thickest, resulting perchance in grievous wounds, whose
consequences way only end with life; of course we should at the
same time lose no opportunity of pointing them to that sure refuge
which can fully avail to guard from all harm.

Perhaps we shall make ourideas on this subject clearer, by stating
that we consider God hag, as it were, two govermments of the world
—the spiritual and the moral. Under the former, all sins when
fully repented of are done away, and completely forgiven by virtue
of Christ’s most perfeet sacritice.  Under the latter, our sins being
against God’s moral laws, ave not forgiven, but we have to bear the
mark and penalty of them full often throughout our lives; and
sadder still is the thought, that from the sowr grapes eaten by the
fathers,” the childrens’ teeth are set on edge.  Ought not this to stir
up all well wishers of their race to prevent us far as liesin their
power, this dread penalty being incurred.  To this end, we deem it
most important that young men should be trained to take pleasure
in manly exercises, and feel a just pride in the perfection of their
bodily condition ; and then if they afterwards become Christians, it
will be with good sound bodies and clear heads that they can work
for God.

Of conrse we fully admit that the most unlikely and feeble
instruments are sometimes used for achieving marvellous results, but
nevertheless, we maintain that as a rule, God works by means; and
when he gives us sound bodies, it is His will that weshould not only
keep them so, but do our hest to improve their capacity, just as it is
our duty to do, in the case of our minds.  Seeing then the good
resulting from developing a healthy tone of feeling amongst youth,
and a love for manly exercises, founded on a due appreciation of
their necessity and value for seeuving a sownd, healthy condition of
body, it becomes the duty of every one interested in the welfare of
their fellow men to do all in their power to help on the work; and

‘__M
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there are two classes who enjoy special facilities for this—medical
men and ministers ; and we are glad to say that in this city a large
number of the former do so. It is the latter however, to whom we
now particularly address ourselves.

A minister has naturally a great deal of influence. He is in many
families a trusted friend and counsellor, and what he says or advices
has great weight. Many opportunities, therefore, offer for bringing
this matter to the notice of parents, and showing them that physical
and mental education should proceed together, and that to neglect
the body, for the sake of cramming the mind is a most arievous
physical sin,—that true, sound progress cannot be made by .uis one
sided mode of procedure, and that seeing the mind cannot be divorced
from the body, the two must, like all sensible married people, adopt
the principle of reciprocity. He can also do good service by sreaking
publicly on the subject when occasion offers.

And then again one often hears the complaint that it is very hard
to get hold of the young men. Well, we can conceive no human
means more potent, than for a minister to take an interest in their
physical weltare, showing himself to be an admirer of’ manly exercises,
and to let his youny friends see that he really enters into their pur-
suits. This we think a mest effective way of gaining their confidence
aud friendship. To do this eflectually, however, it is necessary to know
really in one’s self the value of these things ; and to this end I hold that
Theological students should not neglect this portion of the preparation
for their future work. They can spare time to attend the gymnasiumn
classes, and it is their duty to do so; for not only will they be
enabled to study to better advantage, but gradually gain that strength
and development which will be of immense value in enabling them
to grapple with any work they may afterwards have to perform,

Many seem to consider “ Theologs ” rather slow, as compared with
their brethren in other faculties, but I can only say that some of my
best gymnasts have been Theological students, and one who graduated
in Arts last session, and has now entereu on a course of Theology,
tookthe Wicksteed gold medal,and attained a greater number of marks
than any previous winner.

I cannot but think it is a grand thing for u student on commencing
his ministerial work, to find himself with a strong, well developed
body, and that heartiness and freedom from “cranks,” thereby
insured. Suppose such a one appointed to a country charge. e cuines
in contact with the young men, converses with them. They lind he is
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not & man of ideas merely, but a man of muscle too. They soon
look upon him as an authority, and he can use the influence thus
gained in getting them to start a gymmasium, showing the way they
should go about it, and practising with them ; thereby benefiting his
own health, and drawing the young men from courses and associations
which are too often the accompaniment of those seasons of partial
idleness which occur in a country place. Would not this afford a
most ready means of getting hold of the young men, and thereby
obtaining an opportunity of gradually bringing them to take an
interest in higher things ?

We all know what a frightful evil the indulgence in strong drink
is in many parts of the country. Now if young men can only be
brought to engage in that which strikes at the root of the evil, isit
not a great point gained ? A man cannot excel as a gymnast and
indulge in drinking habits; the two are completely antagonistic.
Moreover a gymnast feels no  aving for stimulants—the exhilarating
effects of exercising every portion of the body completely does away
with this.

When a man is in his right mind we can talk to him and reason
with him, but when his faculties are benumbed by drink, we have
no hold on him. Speaking of this reminds me of the fact that so many
people will be unsparing in their efforts to rescue men after they have
givenway to the tempter,and are far on the downward paththat leads to
destruction ; but they are very lukewarm about giving a helping hand
to those who are endeavouring to prevent young men from starting
on this road. We believe in fastening the stable door before the
horse 13 stolen ; and it is this conviction which makes us so earnest
in carrying on the work of physical education; providing as it does
one of the best human means of preventing a young man from taking
the first downward step. As a moral agent we feel that physical
education stands in the front rank, and tuus it is that we confidently
appeal co the pulpit to give a helping hand to the gymnasium.

Frep S. Barsavw

Afontrea’.



The Mission Erisis.

TWuaT is a crisis? Itis a combination of graud opportunity and great responsi-
bility ; the hour when the chance of glorious success and the risk of awful failure
confront cach other; the turniug point of history and destiny. We do not say the
crisis of missions is coming—it kas come, and is cven now upon ux. There bave been
repeated crises before, but THE cmis1s i3 now to be met. Never, since Christ com-
mitted a world’s evangelization to His servants, have such open doors of opportunity,
such providential removal of barriers and subsidence of obstacles, such general pre-
paration for the universal and immediate disscmination of the gospel, and such
triumphs of grace in the work of missions, supplied such inspiration to angelic z-al
and serapbic devotion; but it may well Le doubted whether there has ever been
greater risk of losing the opportunity., We are in peril of practical apathy, if not
apostasy, with respect to this stewardship of the gospel, this obligation to a lost
world.—Dr. Pierson.

THE STUDENT MOVEMENT TOWARD FOREIGN MISSIONS

FIRST STAGE.

ARLY in April of last year two men met on bioard a train near

Atlanta, Georgia.  Each had a propesal to make to the other,
and to their mutual surprise, their plans were almost alike. The
travellers were I). L. Moady and L. 1), Wishard.

Mr. Moody's influence had touched Christian activity at many
points. It wus now to be felt in a direction not anticipated even by
himself. Seven years lefore, feeling keenly the want of early
education in his own case, and knowing the great need of Christian
Iaborers amung the neglected poor of the citivs, he had opened a
school for youug women in his own home at Northfield, and a similar
school for young men at Mount Hermon, a few miles distant.  Time
has enlarged this educational work, « the pastime of the play-howrs
of a giant,” until there are now under Mr. Moady's charge, buildings
erected at a cost of half a million dollars and aflording acconumodation
for several hundred tudents. ¢ How could these buildings e used
for the Master during the Summer vacation 27 was the question the
Evangelist had solved when met by Mr. Wishard.

(46]
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Mr. L, D. Wishard is College Secretary of the International Com-
mittle of the Young Men's Christian Association. He is engaged in
correspondence, conferences, and visitation, among the 225 College
Associations, with their 12,000 members. Persnaded that College-
bred men will, because of their education, do more for Christ or
agaiust Him than any other class, and realizing that, if they are to be
won to Christ, if must he by those who mingle with them in study
and in sacial life, his great desire has been to see the Christian men in
our Colleges so organized and engaged that every man will be doing
definite work for a particular person. How could he most effectually
briug about such a consummation ? ¢ Bring their leaders together for
a practical training in personal dealing under such a man as
Mr. Moody'.

Thus it was that 250 Students spent July, 1886, on the breezy
heights overlooking the Connecticut. To discuss Missions or con-
sider their claims forraed no part of the design with which they wers
assembled.  Those who attended this *“Summer School for Bible
Study ” came, xot from Theological Colleges—in which the Young
Men’s Christian Association is uncalled for—but from the Uni-
versities.  They were sent as the chosen delegates of their respective
Associations.  All had confessed Christ as their Master, and had
been, to some extent ab least, actively engaged in His service. It has
since leen styled by many “a remarkable eonvocation.”  The aim of
Mr. Moody and  his coadjutors was to send, through these men, a
direct aggressive impulse into the spiritual life of the Colleges. The
course of study pursued was Biblical. The Word itself was exalted.
Each moruiug at eight the students assembled for an hour-and-a-half’s
vigorous discussion of some phase of work adapted to College life ;
at ten they re-assembled to hear two hours’ lectures on fundumental
truths of Christianity, great prominence being given to the Inspire-
tion of the Bille and the Person and Office of the Holy Spirit. The
Evening session was given to various snbjects.  The teachers—Drs.
Pierson of Philadelphia, Brookes of St. Louis, aud Goxdon of Doston,
are representatives—were able, and meant their time to tell for good,
and many a successiul stwdent in other fields can testify that this
manth’s study was the severest intrlicclual exercise he ever engaged
in.  The speakers reported as a novel experience the eagerness with
which their views were listened to, and, if not at ouce received,
thoughtfully and candidly considered.

It Iras been said that, althuugh the kindling of missionary zeal was
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not the purpuse of the conention, thuse who came were as prepared
soil for the harvest which followed. But even this wounld seem not
to have been the case. It was without design on the part of anyone
that the missionary meetings, so fruitful in their issues, began. As
intimacies were formed among the few already looking to the foreign
lield, these naturally wished to become acquainted with all who had
thag field in view. Accordingly, a request was read at one of the
forenoon sessions that all specially interested in the subject would
meet at noon In the Museum.  Twenty-three responded, twenty-one
of whom were intending missionaries. It is a significant fact, that,
save those who had already chosen their life work, out of such a large
gathering, only two attended a meeting to which all ‘specially
interested’ in missions were invited. Nor were even the twenty-one
representatives of the students at large. Seven were from Mr. Moody’s
own schools, and of the remainder a goodly number were either of
foreign blood or were the sons of missionaries. Qutside this group,
few had given much thought to the matter.

« And let no one say that Mr. Moody’s excessive enthusiasm in
missions proved a contagious spark to kindle a too furious flame of
zeal. For it is quite remarkable that Mr. Moody himself is the atost
surprissd man of us all, He was not particularly intelligent upon
the subject of missions, nor particularly interested in them except in
a general way.  His great subject of thought is Christian work tn oar
cities, and he never advocated missions in foreign lands because his
own mind was not turned that way ! The fact is, Mr. Moody simply
led ihese men to the Spirit, and their baptism inte Christ and into
service led them, without human persuasion, to see that the grandest
field of work in the world, the most needy and the most blessed of
God, is that where the greatest number of Jost souls are to be found
in the deepest moral and sphitual destitution.  This is the simple
philosophy of these tremendous facts.” These words, from the pen
of Dr. Pierson, we would call attention to, and strongly emphasize.
A distinguished contributor to the Missiowrry Leiew says that no
movement within five centuries has borne mcre distinetly the marks
of & DIVINE oRlGIN than this spontaueous uprising of young men in
favor of forcign missions. Indeed, as soon as Dr. Pierson and
Mr. Moody saw the force with which the minds of the students were
being swayed by the subject, they united in iterating and reiterating
two cautions; first, to let no human imluence sway them, and
especially that enthusiasm which is apt to be so contagious in large
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gatherings, but to decide vn their kuees, alone with their Bible and
their God; and second, after thus deciding, to let no human
discouragement, however great, move them.

What, then, was the outward means thus used ? Although the
meeting spoken of above was called with no ulterior purpose, yet,
after mutual bandshakings, those present resolved to hold meetings
for prayer, and also to ask Dr. Pierson to give un address on missions.
Writing of this afterward, he says, “They ask the humble writer of
these pages to address them. e thinks it is the clamor of the few,
who are perhaps over-zealons, but he consents. The hall is crowded
to its utmost capacity. There is simply a representation of the great
field and the facts, but no special appeal. The writer is ashamed to
say that the results far exceeded even the wish of his faith.” An
address was also given by Dr. Ashmore, for many years a missionary
in China, who dwelt on the rewards of faithful obedience to the
injunctions of Christ.

One meeting there was, which is yet to become historic and take
rank beside that held in the cottage of the Widow Wallis at Ketter-
ing, and the “Haystack’ meeting on the Berkshire Hills. “ It will be
& sort of Penticost,” said Mr. Wishard in announcing it, “where
young men from half-a-score of countries will present in three-
minute speeches the needs of the work there.” It proved, however,
not a thirty minutes’, but a three hours’ meeting. The speakers
comprised three sons of missionaries, born in Persia, India and China;
three Europeans, from Germany, Denmark and Norway; and four
still less kindred to us, a Dakotah Indian, and natives of Turkey, Siam
and Japan. All were College students and prospective missionaries
Mr. Wishard called up the speakers, Dr. Pierson punctuated their
words by facts with telling effect, while Mr. Moady, still, silent,
shading his massive brows with his hand, searched alternately the
faces of speaker and hearers. Mr. Wilder, whose name is now so
well known in our colleges, was the first speaker. “You ask me why
I am going to India; here there is one minister to 700 people, there,
one missionary to 435,000.” Mz, Garvie, the Dakotah, came forward.
Wishard grasped his hand, and Pierson, ever ready, waved to their
fcet the audience, who sang with a will “Blest be the tie that binds.”
“I have seen an Indian cry,” he said, aad his dark face grew rigid
and his muscular frame tense, as he went on; “Torture us, and our
eyes are hard and our mouths speak not, but "—as his voice trembled
—“if you would see my people’s tears, bring us the story of the
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cross.” Boon Itt of Siam came next. “That student,” said Dr.
Pierson, “is a grandson of the first Christian baptized in Siam, and
is one whose tuition my church in Detroit undertonk to pay.”
“Siam sits in the grey dawn of christianity,” said Boon Itt. “ Young
men, Siam wants some of you.” DBut we cannot find time to tell
how each pleaded the needs of his country with the eloquence of
facts. At the close Mr. Moody asked all to repeat the Great Com-
mission and “ God is love ” in their polyglot tongues.

But the means most used was the prayer-meeting already mention-
ed. Intended originally to be held weekly, time was not long until
it was held almost daily. It never became strictly a public meeting.
None but the students, and of them, only the missionaries and those
seeking to answer for themselves the question, ¢ Am 7 to go,’ attended.
To many it was a ficrce battlefield. We caunot record the heart
scarchings, the confessions, the petitions, heard there. The hymn
would be raised ; voice after voice would drop out. Secripture was
read ; and its every sentence seemed a stab. But day after day alook
of quict courage on glowing faces told of the thoughtiul and happy
decision reached. In those short weeks the original number of twen-
one had swelled to ONE HUNDRED.

Dr. Pierson shall tell the rest. * Then, purely of their own motion,
without a suggestion from myself or Mr. Moody, these students set
apart four of their number to go throughout the colleges and present
the great question of God’s need of workmen and the vastness of the
harvest field.” Yet little did any of us think that before a year was
over the great work thus commenced should have increased TWENTY-
FOLD !

JonN MacDouGgaLL.
Preshyterian College.
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SHOULD OUR COLLEGE ASSUME THE SUPPORT OF
A FOREIGN MISSIONARY ¢

UCH has been spoken and written during the last three years
regarding the relation of colleges to Foreign Mission Work,
Students have manifested a deep interest in this branch of the
Church’s work. Accurate information regarding the condition of the
heathen without the Gospel has been circulated among them, The
hearing of God’s promises on the evangelization of the world has
been closely and prayerfully studied by moany students. The claims
of the heathen on the rising gencration of ministers have been laid to
heart as they never were before. Believing prayer has ascended to
(God from many young men, and as a result, many have consecrated
their lives to the foreign field. A spirit of enthusiasm for missions
characterizes many of our Theological and Medical students at
present, and this it is believed will lead to very important results in
the near future. Many look forward to the privilege of sharing in
the reverses and successes, trials and triumphs of missionary work.
The men are ready to go ; it remains to be seen whether the various
sections of the Church are ready to send them.

This is believed by many to be a movement that will test the
generosity, faith, and prayers of the churches as few subjects have
done in recent years. If the many fields now open are to be occu-
pied, men must be sent speedily. If the Church will rise equal to
the occasion, many new methods must be adopted for meeting the
crisis which all friends of missions believe has arrived.

One of the methods suggested is, that colleges should undertake
to support missionaries in the foreign field. XKnox College, Toronto,
and Queen’s in XKingston, have already decided to send out and
support a graduate from each, in some distant field of labor. Itis
* believed that some of the American colleges will soon do likewise.
The purpose of this article is to answer the question: Should our
College assume the support of a Foreign Missionary 2” To this
question an answer in the affirmative shall be given. Many “new
departures ” may be called for before the work now so urgently
appealing to us for help is overtaken, but here, only this one shall be
discussed. Why should our College undertake such work ?

(611
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Such action would be in keeping with the past history of our
College. It aimed at the doing of missionary work from the outset.
Our Principal has been one of the most zealous promoters of French
Evangelization, Many of our students have done mission work
among our TFrench Canadian fellow-countrymen. Some are now
acting as pastors of French congregations in Canada and in the
United States.

For several years Montreal men have rendered excellent service in
our North West Territories. Some of our graduates have taken
an active partin the mission to the lumbermen. Our students have
also undertaken the support of two native assistants in the South Sea
Islands. The sending out of a Foreign Missionary would still further
add to the interest awakened in regard to ‘mission work. It would
doubtless call forth a stronger measure of interest on the part of many
graduates in their d&ma Mater, and lead them to act in a manner
that would tend to make our Institution what we all desire it to be,
None could regard this as a retrograde step, while most would regard
it as exceedingly appropriate for a college with such a history.

Because of the influence such a missionary would ,exert upon the
spiritual life and work of the students, it is desirable to take this
step. When students know more regarding missions, they will pray
more frequently for their success and give more liberally towards
their support. TLet a thoroughly accomplished, zealous, spiritual-
minded missionary be sent out, and the results would soon justify
the wisdom of this course. Such a man would act as a living link
between the College and the missivn field. Accurate reports could
be sent home from time to time. Details of work done, difficulties
encountered, obstacles removed, and successes achieved would deepen
the i. terest in the man and his work. The graduates and students
would feel that this was their own mission. Prayer for its success
would be offered continually. The missionary’s letters could not
fail of awakening the interests of students in behalf of mission work.
Some would doubtless be led thereby to give themselves to it.
Others, though settling as pastors in this country, would endeavour
to infuse true missionary enthusiasm into their congregations. When
men know the facts in regard to the actual condition of the heathen,
they will soon feel their force, and have their sympathies enlisted for
missions.

Snch action would keep our College in line with sister institutions.
They are older. It has been their privilege to lead in this work,
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Would it not gratify them to see some healthy rivalry in regard to
missionary zeal spring up? Our students compare favourably with
those of sister institutions in scholarly attainments. Surely they
will not seek to lag behind in the race for zeal in the Master's
service. In regard to Professorial equipment our “ College Journal ”
claims that our College “ranks second to no Theological College in
Canada.” Shall it be said that it does so in missionary zeal 2 It i
not yet represented in the Foreign Mission Field, An opportunity
is now given to supply this lack. It would gladden the hearts of our
devoted brethren in KXnox and Queen's, to hear of Montreal College
assisting in forming a three-fold cord of missions avound some now
neglected belt of heathenism. We have good authority for saying
that “ such a cord is not quickly broken.” If youuger in years than
the others, we should have the energy and freshness of youth to act
as & strong reason for the doing of aggressive work. We can show
that we are not to be outdone by others, but on the contrary should
do our share cheerfully in this glorious work.

Such a course would assist in moving the Church to take up new
lines of missionary effort. Much has been already done by the
various sections of our Church to further missionary work. Money
has been collected. Men have been sent out. Literature has been
circulated. TFields have been selected and explored. It is felt,
however, on all hands, that the church las 2of yet fairly grappled
with the problew of missions. A yeatly collection for missions is not
enough in the present emergency. There are individuals in many of
our congregations who could eusily support a IForeign Missionarvy.
When one cannot do so a number may unite for this purpose. Single
congregations in several instances could do so also. One already
does s0. Two or thice others are soon to follow the example. Pres-
byteries might also be appealed to in conuection with this matter.
“ New departures ” in various directions are londly called for. Our
Colleges can render valuable assistance in this divection. If
they set the example themselves it may soou become contagious.
They are centres of intellectual power, educational advancement, and
spiritual illumination already ; suvely they can be looked to for
guidance in missionary effort also. If each College in Canada and
in the United States sent out one missionary, it would be a noble
contribution.

This would greatly encourage the missionaries already in the field.
Home Christians seldom realize how much these need the sympathies,
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prayers, and communications of the churches that sent them out,
Each worker added, encourages the heart of every faithful missionary,
Were our Colleges to take up this question in earnest, these brethren
would know that our churches would soon give up “playing at
missions” and would instead pray for wissions, give to wissions,
and send out misgionarvies as they had never done before. This
would enable them to prosccute their work with greater vigour, and
with greater hopes of success. They would not have to make such
sad appeals to the churches as they do at present.  Probably nothing
done yet by the home churches would so strengthen the hands of
missionaries as this movement, were it to be taken up by our Cana-
dian and American Colleges.

This is a movement in which our College should consider it a
privilege to share. Work for God is the noblest kind of work in
which man can engage. Mission work is the noblest work in which
our churches have yet taken part. It aims at the physical, mental,
moral, and Spiritual elevativn of mankind. Primarily it aims at
showing man what he is as unmade by sin, what he can become
throngh faith in Christ, and how great the luve is wherewith God
has loved hitm, When man learns what his duty towards God i,
he will soon understand what his duty to his fellows is.  Mis-
sionary eflorts have done for the heathen what no other agency
has done or can do. It camnot be said of culture, civilization,
Science, or Art that they are “ the power of God unto salvation.”
The gospel however is such, and ever-accumulating evidence shows
that it is the valy power that can in the truest sense of the term raise
man, It has done so wherever it has been made known and bern
beliceed in the past, and will do 50 in the future.

If our Scientific Sucieties send out their explorers to survey foreign
lands, and our merchants their vessels to reap gain to themsclves
from their products, surely our Colleges should seek to send out men
who will win many jewels for Immanuel’s crown.

This is a movement in which we may confidently look for God's
blessing, It is in harmony with His will as revealed in His word.
It is not His desire that these heathen should perish eternally. In
His wondertul Providence He has opened doors for the entrance of
the Gouspel into every laud.  There is no movement of modern times
that can claim to have done so much for our sin-cursed humanity,
or that can furnish such evidence of Gud’s blessing resting upon it,
as the missionary one. What Church has ever become poorer by
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taking part in it 2 What Church has taken part in it and not been
emriched in many respects thereby 2 If then the call is so pressing,
the fields so numerous, the Jabourers so few, and the Divine hand so
clearly cuiding, smrely our College cannot hesitate as to what its
duty should be in the circwustauces. No serious difficulty can
stand in the way of carrying out the plan suggested.  The providing
of the necessary tunds is one of the most serious.  That would only
be serious for the first few years. Men would soon be led to give
cheerfully, Let the matter be fairly brought before the parties
directly concerned, let the reasons for this sdeparture he fairly
presented and carefully weighed, let prayer for Divine guidance
characterize all the counsels taken, and God’s glory through the
salvation of souls be (e end aimed at, and in o short time Montreal
also will take its place among the missivnary sending Colleges,

Murvoen McKeNzIE,
Presbylerian College.



LEAVES FROM THE NOTE BOOK O A SHANTY
MISSIONARY.

EC. 26th, 18—, Left home ecarly this morning to make my

annual tour among the shanties on the Upper Gatineau. My
outfit consists of a good horse and roomy cutter, one pair of robes,
one pair of shunty blankets, a valise containing extra clothing, an
axe, a long strong rvope, a pail; and, besides the cases of literature
sent ahead some days ago, I have with me three valises and a small
box, containing Bibles, buoks amnd tracts. There ave about two feet
of snow on the level ; the roads could scarcely be better than they
are; the thermometer stands two degrees above zero, and the sun
has been shining brightly all day long.  Travelled forty miles,
Called at Six Portages and Victoria Depots, and at a few private
houses.

DEec. 27th—Here T am at River De<ert. This is the centre of
Iumbering operations for this distriet.  Right across the river is one
of the largest depotsin Canada. It is built on the side of a hill,
facing the viver. I counted twenty-two buildings conneeted wigh it.
Every one of these is whitewished, and they are set down without
any regard to order.  Some of them were built thirty years ago, and
some were built only last summer.  Some ave small and low, others
are exceedingly large and high.  Some are built of unhewn logs,
others ave frames covered with =awn huber. Some are dwelling
houses and oflices, but most are siables, barns, worli-shops and store
houses. At this very moment there are at least fifty teams stand-
ing round. Some ave delivering loads of provisions brought trom
Ottawa—a distance of one hundred miles.  Others are being loaded
with provisions for depots and shanties further north.

1EC. 28th.—We had a most enjoyable service here (River Desert)
last night. The little log school-honse was crowded to the door.
The audience was made up mostly of the employees of the depots
and people living in the village, A gang of men arrived here by
stage last night oa their way to the shanties, and 1 was pleased to
notice some of them present. There was the veteran shantyman,
and there was the young lad who had never been from home before.
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The majority were Protestants, but a few at least were Roman
Catholics. My text was from the thixd chapter of John’s Gospel:
“As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,” &e. Every eye
was fixed on me from the time I began to speak till I had done. At
the close of the service many remained to shake hands with me and
wish me a safe trip. I gave every one present a few illustrated
papers and tracts.

JAN. 4th—Reached Bill F—'s sharty this evening shortly after
sun down. It is situated on *he edge of a very large, crooked lake,
and at the foot of a hill densely covered with evergreen trees. AsI
drove up to the door, the jingling of my sleigh bells brought out a
man whom I knew by his white apron to be the cook. “Good
evening Sir,” I said. “Good evening to yowrself, Sor,” he replied,
smiling most good-naturedly. “I suppose you're the minister, Sor,
you're welcome to our shanty, Sor.” Of course after such a welcome,
I could not do otherwise than make myself at home. The chore boy
put away my horse, and Mike Carroll, the cook, fussed and pegged as
be carried in my vaiises and other traps. Between every trip he
remained a few minutes to enquire how I was getting aloag, and to
beg of me only to have patience with him for a little while, and he
would prepare me some supper. By this time the men were coming
in fast and I had t~ jump up every now and then to shake hands
with & member of my own Congregation at home, or some friend I
had made last winter and had not seen since. lmost the last man
to arrive was the foreman. He stands over six feet in his moccasins.
His face was almost hid by a bushy red beard, and the long thick
hair which fell from under a faded tuque almost to his shoulders.
He wore a black smock and a pair of ved woolen stockings were
drawn up to his knees over his trousers. Under his left arm he
carried a pair of snow-shoes and in his right hand he held a small
axe. These he threw under a beneh and with a broad, good natured
grin, he strode over to where I was standing to veceive him. “An’
how are ye, Mister Shearer, shure an it's ~ long time since I seen ye,
an how have ye been this long time ¢” &e., &&. Having changed his
wet clothing, Bill and I were each provided with a dish of tea, a dish
of sea-pie, and a chunk of good bread. After that, I went among the
men distributing tracts and papers, chatting with old friends and
waking new ones. Our service began about eight o’clock. Some
had rolled into their bunks to vest, but as soon as I struck up “Ho,
my comrades,” they rolled as gnickly out. Those who could, assisted
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me with a few more hymns, and then I read the fifteenth chapter of
Luke, and spoke for about fifteen or twenty minutes. After that, I
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vited all to Jui Wil i€ il uuwuu, WP & Praycr o Hadiligivy GO
who had been so good to us, and although more than half were
Roman Catholies, every man went to his knees.

JaN. 8th.—When I left W-—'s shanty at sunrise this morning, the
weather was all that could be desired. Before I started I made care-
ful inquiry concerning the road to this depot, as I wished to reach
here before going aay place else. As I was told the distance was
only fifteen miles, I felt certain I could do it in three howrs at the
longes.. I was doomed to be disappointed however. In less than
half an hour the wind arose and blew a regular blizzard. The road
lay along a string of lakes. Were it not that the road was marked
out by bits of bush stuck in the snow at regular intervals, I would
soon have lost my way. At some of the various and short portages,
the snow had drifted so high that I was obliged to plunge through it
myself to make a way for my horse. Progress was very slow indeed,
and I soon began to feel weak and hungry. At last I came to Big
Catfish Lake. Imagine my horror when I saw it was not bushed.
‘Where the portage road came on to the lake, there was a drift alinost
as high as mysalf Lookin(r over this drifL I could see not the
My lmnds were cold, but I m.m.\gul to gct qt my w'ltch onl} to hnd
it had stopped at 11 o’clock. I resolved to break a road for myself,
but my horse and cutter stuck fast in the drift. By dint of Lard
work I succeeded in unhitching the horse from the cutter, and
leaving the cutter where it was, brought him back to the shelter of
the wonds.  Then I attempted to cross the lake alone, but had to
give up.  Wondering what I woulld do next, I discovered teams at
the far side of the lake. I immediately put my hands to my mouth,
trumpet fashion, and shouted.  The distance must be too great.
They pass on. I go hack to my horse to see that he is all right, and
then I will make one mae effat to eross the lake alone.  hnagine
wy delight when I return to the lake to see 2 man only a few hun-
dreds of yards off, coming towards me on snow-shoes,

JAN. 9th—What a fright I got this morning! The sun was a long
way up before I awoke. The first thing I did was to go to the win-
dow to see whether the storin had abated.  The stables were directly
opposite, and the first thing which caught my eye was a gang of men
hauling out a2 dead horse Every mark on him corresponded with
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my own, and I at once concluded that yesterday’s work had been too
much for him. As I went on dressing 1 kept turning over in my
wind what 1 would do now. Before I had finished the agent came
in. “So Sandy’s gone” was my first salutation. “What Sandy,”
said he.  “Why, Sandy, 1y horse,” said I, “was that not him I saw
you dragging out of the stable a while ago?” “ Your horse! no,
that was an old concern horse.  Your horse is all vight. The last I
saw of him he was feeding heartily.”

Jan. 15th—stormed in yet.  All traffie stopped.  Three days now
since a team came to or left this depot.  There are five of us alto-
gether; Peter, the cook ; Dick, the chore boy; Ned. the clerk; a
teamster and myself. I pass the time reading my Bible unud some
old newspapers, sketching a little and listening to and telling yarns,

Jax. 16th.—=Storm over.  Followed the team which went out to
break the road. Five miles in seven hours! Stopping all night at a
small half-way depot.  Bunks for six men and stable room for three
teams.

JaN. 23rd—Two priests ave stopping here to-night with me. They
drive a large double cutter drawn by a team of fine horses, and have
a man to wait on them. Lucky fellows! It is quite evident that
money 1s the chief object of their visit to the shantics. They have
with them a kuge hox of cheap goods, knives, pencils, purses, socks,
pipes, tohaeeo, &e., &e. When they enter a shanty they first shake
hands all round.  After supper they hold a short service.  After that
they bring out a box of dice and holding wp some article selected
from their box, they invite the men to come and throw for it at =so
much a throw.  In this manner many articles go at ten times their
vale.  About nine o'elock a temporary confessional is formed by
stretehing & blunket aeross one corner of the shanty, and the men
wha wish to coufess go in one by one.  Every Catholic is expected
to go in, and each who goes in must pay one dollar.

JaX. 24th—The first thing which caught my ear this morning,
was @ curious mumbling sound. At first 1 could not make out what
it was, but at Iast I conchuded it was the priests holding mass in the
next romn with the Catholic employees of the depot.  Never before
did I hear any man go over words so xapidly as he who was then
speaking.  From the time I first heard him il he finished, 1 could
not make out one word he said. - On losking at my wateh T found
it wax only five o'elock.

JAN. 20th.—Visited some Indian Camps.  There are six or seven
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of them here. One or two of them are warm and comfortable, but
most of them are wretched hovels. One was an old deserted lum-
bering shanty. Very open all round. An old tent hung up served
for a door. The children were almost naked and seemed perishing
with cold and hunger. An old squaw crouched near the fire, which
struggled for existence on the camboose. She must be about one
hundred years old. They say she is over a hundred. A young Indian
lay on the floor, covered <with some dirty ragged blankets, dying of
consumption. He spoke Xnglish fairly well, and I tried to point
him to Jesus. The younger men and women among these Indians
make a living by trapping, the old people make moccasins and snow-
shoes.

* FeB. 3rd—Had dinner to-day in one of the smallest shanties I
ever saw. It belonged to a jobber named S—. His whole gang
consisted of six men. A more wretehed place to spend a winter we
can scarcely imagine. The shortest man among them could not
straighten himself in any part of the shanty, unless he stood in the
middle of the fire place and allowed his head to pass up the chimney.
In five minutes after I entered my eyes ached terribly on account of
the smoke which pervaded cvery nook and corner. I am not sur-
prised to learn that the owner changes his gang about once a month.
Met with the men at noon.  Read a chapter and prayed with them,
besides leaving a quantity of literature.

Fep. 15th.—Benighted at a shanty I did not purpose visiting, as I
knew there were none but French Roman Catholies in it.  Received
a very kind and cordial welcome from the foreman, who spoke
English quite fluently. Ie did all in his power to make me feel at
home. A more pleasant evening I never spent in any shanty. It is
not very large, but it is perfectly clean and entirely free from smoke.
There are fourteen men and they appear to be agreeable and con-
tented. Nearly all understand English more or less. At eight
o'clock the foreman invited me to preach, which, of course, I was
most happy to do. Based my discourse on a remark made by the
foreman as he gave me the invitation to speak : “Though we do not
belong to the samme Chureh, yet there is only one Ged and we are all
striving to serve Him.” Read Luke II, prayed and distributed
papers and pamphlets in French.  Only one or two could read. It
is as rare a thing to find a French shantyman who can read, as it is
find an English shantyman who cannot read.

FEB. 16th—There are three Presbyterian families living here.

;
3
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One in charge of a depot and the other two settled on land of their
own. They are thirty-five miles from the nearest Protestant Church
and fifteen from their next Protestant neighbours. Baptized two
children and held a very interesting service at the depot. How glad
they were to receive the books and papers I gave them. Excepting
weekly newspapers which come regularly for a few months in the
winter, they have no fresh reading. Sold about half a dozen Bibles.

Fes. 19th.—Home again. God is good. I have been gone about
eight weeks. I have visited twenty-nine shanties and seventeen
depots. I have scattered many thousands of religious papers, and
pamphlets, and books, and cards among men who for many months
are deprived of regular religious ordinances. I have sold over one
hundred Bibles. I have not been sick one day. Neither has my
horse. I have been on the road, more or less every day including
Sundays, excepting three that I was storm bound. I have preached
to about forty audiences, varying from six to sixty hearers in size.
Men, hundreds of them, who never heard the Gospel before, have,
heard it for the first time from my lips. Only once did I receive a
cool welcome, but even then I was permitted to speak a word in
testimony of the truth. I have seen men, after reading tracts 1 hed
given thern, fold them up, put them into a letter and send them to
their friends at home. I have seen others sit up nearly all night
reading books I had given them. One man must have read at least
a whole Gospel before he laid his new New Testament aside.  Others
have folded their papers carefully and stowed them away in their
trunks with the remark “T must take these home to my little ones.”
Well, I have been planting and watering just as hard as ever I
could—may God give the increase.

W. SHEARER.
Morewood, Ont.



MISSIONARY TACTS.

FACTS, widely gleaned and plainly told, must awaken the Church.
A Baptist student belonging to the Mission Band of Newton,
with whom we because acquainted at the seaside, told us of a good
Baptist deacon who not long ago encouraged him with the remark
that he understood the world was pretty well evangelized by this
time— “ was it not 2” One of our own Mission Band, working in the
Home Mission Field, writes that he lately met “a well-to-do farmer
who could discuss, and discuss intelligently not only Canadian, but
also British and even continental affairs, but whose only knowledye of
the Heathen was drawn from Robinson Crusoe.” How true Dr. Pierson’s
remark: “It is well to be disinterested ; but the danger just now is
that of being uninterested.”

* * -

Messrs. Wilder and Forman, the Princeton studeunts who visited
the Colleges last winter in the interest of missions, concluded their
tour in June, when the total number of volunteers who had signed
the statement, “We are willing and desirous, God permitting, to be
foreign missionaries,” stood at 2,267. The AMissionary IHerald for
September, giving later figures, places it at twenty-five hundred. It
asks, “ Where arc the means to sead them ?” and adds, “ The question
is becoming awful in its imperativeness.” 145 students, from the
Baptist Seminary at Newton Centre, the Methodist University at
Boston, and the Congregational at Andover, have issued an appeal to
the Churches in which they ask the question, «“ Must we stay at home
Jor lack of funds?” Mr. Forman through the summer prepared a
letter to the volunteers which we purpose presently to publish. e
expects to leave for India this antumn.

* * *

This student movement will doubtless lead to the founding of
special schools for the training of foreign missionaries. Assuredly
they require a peculiar education, whether they get it before going
abroad or after. It is interestiny, in this conuection, to note that
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what is to be known as the “ Mission House” of the French Protes-
tant Churches was recently opened in Paris. “This beautiful
building,” a contemporary states, “ has cost 242,000 francs, and is
more then the centre of the administrative machinery of French
Protestant missions. It is an institution in which missionaries may
obtain a training afforded by no other school. Apart from useful
information upon the countries and the people they are to evangelize,
they are trained in dilferent kinids of manual labor, such as may be
practiced in the fields to which they may be sent.”

* * *

Is it coming to this, that if we do not go to the heathen they will
come t0 us—to sneer ab our unfaithfulness ? An article written by a
Chinaman recently appeared in the North American Revicw, entitled,
“Why I am a Heathen.” Tt may be that such a paper has really no
greater significance than as an illustration of American enterprise in
securing journalistic novelties ; but suppose each of the thousand
millions who sit in pagan darkness were to enter upon a discussion
of the question, “Why I am a Heathen,” what would Clhaistendom
have to say in the matter 2

* * *

If we imagine our own contributions to missions pretty creditable,
let us thoughtfully consider the circumstances of the native Church in
Formosa and ponder the fact that, with 1,473 communicants it has,
during 1886, contributed for the support of gospel ordinances and
for missionary work the sum of $2,143.61—more than double the
sum contributed in 1885, and more than six times the sum contributed
in 1882, There, too, is the Amoy native Church. It bas 1,620
comumunicants, and the sum total of their contributions in 1886 was
$3,453. Over against thesc statements place the following item
from the Philadelphia Presbyterian : « The Presbyterian Church into
which the largest number of communicants were received during the
year, is the Tabernacle Church, Brooklyn, N.Y., (Rev. Dr. Talmage's).
The additions to this Church on profession of faith are reported to be
728. The whole number of cornmunicants in this Church is reported
as 4,020, the largest number to be found in any Presbyterian Church
in the United States. This is great prosperity. But there is another
side to this pleasant picture. This immense Church gave last year
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to Home Missions, $370 ; to Foreign Missions, notZing ; to education,
nothing ; to Church Erection, nothing; to Publication, nothing; to
Freedmen, nothing ; to the Relief Fund for Aged and Infirm Minis-
ters, nothing. Unless some explanation can be suggested we must
think this to be the mest humiliating ‘exhibition ever mads by a
Christian Church

* * *

While we are busy discussing the question of organic union in
Canada, where everything seems propitions for it, the missionaries in
Japan have got beyond discussion and are trying the argument of
experiment. Several years ago, four native or missionary Churches
—the Presbyterian, the Reformed Dutch, the Reformed German, and
the United Presbyterian of Scotlund—became known as the United
Church of Christ in Japan. Now, amalgamation is being, or has
been, brought about between this United Church and the Con-
gregational Church. The latter, it is thought, makes the most
concessions. The committee of the Presbyterian Churches, writing
in explanation of the matter to the several boards of missions in
Scotland and America, says: “ We are not in Europe, nor in the
seventeenth century, this is the nineteeth century and we are in
Japan. Our opponents are not other Evangelical Protestant Churches ;
these are our allies. 'What we are face to face with are Confucianism,
which is atheistic agnosticism, and Shintoism and Buddhism, which
are superstition and idolatry....Above all, the question in Japan is
not the question between Augustine and Wesley ; it is the question
between Christ and Anti-Christ. The confession, therefore, which
the Church needs to inscribe upon her banners, is not the elaborate
statement of a great system of theology. Rather should it be only
what all Evangelical Christendom maintains, and most of all the
great confession, (Thou art the Christ !)”

J. H. MaCVICAR,
Presbyterian College.
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LA RENTREE DES CLASSES.

EPUIS bien des sigcles les deoliers et les éudiants ont toujours
trouvé quelques accents inspirés pour saluer avec transport le
retour des vacances. Cela ne surprend personne; car les vacances
amenent presque toujours avec elles une foule.dejoies et de surprises
qui font oublier les heures de labeur et de fatigue ; mais quant A la
rentrée des classes ¢'est bien différent: et je ne sais si jamais le few
sueré s'est emyparé dancun de nos écoliers poétes en revenant 3 ses
theses oudvses livres.  Ledépart pour les vacances se fait en chantant;
muais la rentréesefaitsansbruit: On éehange quelques poignéesde mzins
avee les amis, on se sourit; et celaestdpeu prés toute la manifestation
extérieurc de nos sentiments.  Voyous ! n'’y aurait-il donc rien dans
ces ddifices austeres, ot nous avons passé tant d’heures de travail, qui
puisse éveiller en nous quelques moments d'enthousiasme ? les diffé-
rents systémes théologiques on autres viennent-ils nous désenchanter
3 notre arrivée et déirnireen nous la podsie de nos ceeurs 2 Jel'ignore,
et je ne chercherat pas a expliquer la cause de ce calme extérieur.,
Je constate le fait seulement,

Cependant je puis dire que si les vacances généralement offrent
mille juies intimes qui éveillent en nos ceeurs des voix cachées: de
son ¢dtd lu rentrde des classes w'en éveille pas moins. Ces dernidres
joies sont d'une autre nature et se manifestent antrement voild tout ;
et on peut ajouter sans craindre que, souvent, elles sont plus durables
que celles qui se manifestent avec delat.

Si notre retour au Collége nous sépare parfois de nos parents ou
de nos amis d’enfance nous retrouvons du moins nos condiciples qui,
dans certain cas, devraieut étre appelds fréves d’étude ; et c'est alors
que recommencent les conversations intimes, tantdt gaies, tantdt
sérieuses —conversations qui, toujows, laissent gquelques bons sou-
venirs que I'on recueillera plus tard comme autant de fleurs cueillies
au printemps de la vie. Oui ! nous pouvons le dire, le retour au
Collége n’est pas vide dc joies; car l'on ne s’assied pas, durant sept,
huit et méme dix ans, sur les mémes bancs, avec des condisciples,
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sans former des liens d'amitié¢ indissolubles: et 1}, ot nous rencon-
trons des amis sinctres certainement il y & de la joie.

Mais & part la joie que nous éprouvons en retrouvant nos amis
nous retrouvons un certain bien-&tre & revoir les édifices ot nous
avons passé plusieurs anndes: car nous y retrouvons une foule de
gouvenirs que nos cceurs aiment A se retracer : les corridors, les clas-
ses, les chambres d’étude, chaque recoin, en un mot, éveille mille
souvenirs: quelques-uns rappellent des joies douces et ailées, les
autres............il y en a de toutes sortes, les uns font encore rire aux
éclats ; mais d’autres font peuser et parfois nous avrachent encore
quelques larmes. N’importe, ces moments de réveric ont tous quel-
ques charmes et nous les aimons.

Cependant en revenant au Collége il y a plus, que ces joies qui
résultent de l'intimité entre condisciples; ou que celles qui résultent
de nos souvenirs, encore si chers qu'ils soient! il y a celle qui nait
de lidée qu'en détudiant on se prépare pour une ccuvre utile & ses
semblablesetd sonpays. Quant A nous, en particulier, qui nous prépa-
rons pour une ceuvre spéeiale, I'dvangdlisation frangaise, nous sentons
qu’il fait bon de revenir nous grouper auntour de nos professews afin de
retremper nos forces et augmenter nos connaissances en puisant 3 la
source de leur savoir.

Quoique nous anticipions déjd avee joie le jour olt nous pourrons
nous élancer, pour travailler sans reliches & une ceuvie qui nous est
chire, nous sentons que nous ne pourrions jamais accomplirde grandes
choses, pour Yavancement du rbgne de Christ, si Dien n'est avec
nous ; et que malgré un grand savoir, si PEsprit d'en-Iaut ne nous
aide, nous ne serions jamais capables de devenir de vaillants soldats
de la Croix : aussi, chers amis lecteurs, nous réelamous vos pricres
afin que nos efforts ne soient pas vains.

A. J. Lobs,
Collége Presbyterien.

UN TRAIT D'IGNORANCE TRES-COMMUN.

IL y a quelques semaines, un jeune dtudiant d’un Collége bien
connu du bas de la provinee, se rencontrait avec un de nos mission-
naire qui lui parlait du salut par grace, et du don de Dieu. “Mais
monsieur, reprit I'étudiant, comment ajouter foi aux enseignements
de votre veligion 2 d’aprés 1'Lvangile ils ne peuvent ofiriv le salut :
car ce méme Evangile nous dit: “ Hors de I'Eglise catholique aposto-
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lique et romaine point de salut” TPuisque vous ne faites point partio
de notre sainte Eglise: done il n’y a point de salut pour vous. Le
missionnaire voulu répliquer, mais il ne le put: notre étudiant le
quitta, avant qu'il en ait ou le temps, parnissant trés-satisfait de son
syllogisme et persuadé qu'il n'y avait rien & répondre.

Cher lecteur une telle éducation ne fait-elle pas pitié 2 n'est-ce pas
douloureux de voir (ue des gens, qui ont quelque éducation, connais-
sent si peu cet Evangile de paix et d'amour, aprés une telle éducation
ne soyons plus surpris si certaing hommes croient que le Jésuitisme
A étéinstitud par Jésus-Churist ; et que deshommes d’Etat aient permis
son incorporation dans notre province. Ah! en présence de telles
choses ne sentons-nous pas que c'est notre devoir, d'aller offrir les
vérités évangdliques & tant d’imes encore plongées dans l'erreur et la
superstition 2 Oui! puissions-nous sentir que c’est un devoir, et
méme un devoir sacré!

A J. L

NOUVELLES.

...Nos étadiants, de langue francaise, qui sont de retour, semblent
tous ramener avec cux de bons souvenirs de leur champ de travail;
cependant, ¢’est avee regret que nous avons appris que deux d’entre-
cux, messieurs Vessot et Rondeaun, ont eut & subir d’assez sévéres
épreuves & cause de maladie. Toute-fois nous sommes heurcux de
voir que I'automne nous les ramene bien portants.

...Les différents champs frangais ont été occupés, cette année,
comme suit: Jolictte, par monsieur P. N. Cayer; Monte-Bello, par
monsieur J. E. Coté; Ie Pert-au-Persil, | ar monsieur Chas. Vessot ;
Ripon, par monsieur L. Bouchard ; Hartwell, par monsieur S.
Rondean,
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Editorial Depariment.

Cmmasv——.

THE JOURNAL.

Pxorre who make high professions incur high responsibilities. The
man who is brave enough to speak of Christ in the workshop or univer-
sity class room, will, by this very act of his, call forth a closer scrutiny of
his daily walk and conversation than if he had been merely satisfied with
pious platitudes in the prayes-mecting. And yet may not such a scrutiny,
in almost every instance, serve a useful purpose in making Christians
more watchful and consistent P Great perfvrmances, are, in the nature of
things, expected from those who make great professions. In the event
of failure to perform what is professed, disappointment is sure to follow,
and this not infrequently ultimates in ridicule and censure.

These thoughts arose in our mind after circulating the prospectus of
the JOURNAL, at the beginning of August. We had been publishing
promises, which it might be difficult, amid the toils and cares of academic
life and city missionary work, to fulfil. By such an elaborate statement
of our intentions, we not only committed ourselves to an undertaking for
which we were conscious of possessing little aptitude, but we made
ourselves liable to the criticisms of those who in the end might have
sufficient cause for saying, * This man began to build, and was not able
to finish. ” Misgivings of this nature, however, were swept away like
morning clouds by the recollection that the promises were not wholly
ours, but came for the most part from experienced and distinguished
writers who could not fail to perform their task and maintain their reputa-
tation. Hence, to-day, we beldly issue our first number in enlarged
form.

Having already so fully outlined in the Prcspectus, which is stitched
into this number, the proposed manner of conducting the JourNaL through
the session now begun, it will be unnecessary on this page to dilate
further. Suffice it to say that we agree with John Ploughman in thinking
there is no particular merit in being seriously unreadable, and that the
motto of a former staff will consequently be ours,—we shall aim at being
“ practical, rather than ornamental.” If we shall in any measure succeed
in deepening the interest of Western and Eastern Presbyterians in this
institution, which a contemporary has aptly styled the very citadel of
Protestantism in the Province of Quebec; if we shall in any measure
succeed in bringing Christians to a sense of the danger that threatens
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evangelical truth throughout the land from the inroads and ambitions of
an apostate church ; if we shall in any measure succeed in helping to an
intelligent understanding of the great missionary crisis which has come
upon us, and in calling forth more consecrated effort on the part of some
or all who read our pages ; more cspecially, if we shall in any measure
succeed in promoting a spirit of drotheriiness among Christians—however
named or nick-named by themsclves or by their fellows—and in drawing
them together in one supreme effort to carry out the great commission of
our common Lord and Saviour ;—then the labor of love expended on

this publication shall not be in vain,

¢ Once the welcome light has broken,
Who shall say
What the unimagined glories
Of the day ?
What the cvil that shall perish
Inits ay?
Aid the dawning, tongue and pen;
Aid it, hopes of honest men ;
Aid it, paper,~—aid it, type,—
Aid it, for the hour is ripe,
And our carnest must not slacken
Into play ;
Mea of thought and men of action,
Clear the way 1**

ROMANISM.

How to deal with Romanism is one of the pressing questions of our
age in all parts of the world, and especially in Canada. It is more

strongly established in the Province of Quebec than in France or Italy.
For two centuries the Hierarchy have had things pretty much their own
way, and have not failed to improve their opportunity., After the sub-
jugation of the I'rench by British arms, the English Parliament placed
bishops and priests in a position to exact tithes, and special oppressive
taxes for the erection of churches and other ecclesiastical edifices. This
power has since been extended over regions never contemplated in the
original enactments. By this means, and by vast grants of lands, by
bequests, lotteries and fees of all sorts, the church has become enormously
wealthy, and the people, as a whole, non-progressive and poor. They
have been dispirited by long oppression, but like Israel in Egypt, they
have increased numerically at an unprecedented rate ; and, being in the
hands of a skilful and ambitious priesthood, they now hold the balance of
political power in the Dominion. Of late they have become daringly
aggressive, and do not hesitate to avow their purpose to drive out quietly
the English-speaking protestant population from this province. This
would give the seclusion desired for the cultivation of superstitions and
fetiches which rival those of heathendom, and would greatly increase
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their annual revenue by cnlarging the area from which tithes and taxes
are derived. Their entire programme is ever more comprehensive than
this, and embraces the gaining of ecclesiastical supremacy and political
control on the whole American Continent. Not long ago a distinguished
priest, in laying the corner stone of a church in New England, expressed
his belief that by the union of French and Irish Roman Catholics they
they would soon gain the political mastery as thoroughly in the United
States as in Canada, and displace the detested creed of the Puritans by
that of the Holy See and of the Jesuits. Mecanwhile, the Jesuits, at the
instance of the Pope, obtained an act of incorporation last winter from
our Provincial Legislature, and are thus prepared to acquire and hold
property without limit. They have already planted their educational
institutions across the whole Continent, from the shores of the St. Law-
rence to San Francisco; and the pernicious influence of the training im-
parted by them is so deeply felt that eminent counsel do not hesitate to
say that it has so deadened the moral sense of many of the people that it
is well-nigh impossible to elicit the truth from witnesses in courts of law,
and that this was the main reason for secking legislation to make the use
of a crucifix compulsory in administering an oath in order thereby to
terrify all Roman Catholics giving evidence to speak the truth. It is
alleged that there was no intention to insult or coerce Protestants by
such enactment, had it been secured, but only to counteract the practical
outcome of Jesuitism. Noristhisall. Notwithstanding numerous schools
and colleges with ample resources for carrying on their work, the illiteracy
of the masses is truly distressing, and renders missionary work among
them both necessary and difficult. This wide-spread ignorance comes
from the unenlightened medixcval methods of education pursued, and the
time consumed in studying catechism and fabulous stories about Romish
Saints, and in attending to religious ceremonies. Pupils and studonts
are not taught to think and investigate for themselves, but to submit their
wills and all their faculties to the dictates of the Pope as inculcated by
his army of ecclesiastics. It is hardly necessary to add that the moral
perversion and mental stagnation thus brought about tell upon every-
thing—manufactures, commerce, agriculture and the social life of the
people, as well as the national unity and welfare of the whole Dominion.
The attempt to build up a scparate nationality, maintairing the Catholic
faith and French language, an imperium in imperio, is deeply injurious
to all. It perpetuates the ignorance and superstitions to which we have
referred and renders impossible the existence of common schools and the
growth of a national spirit imbued with true loyalty to the Sovereign.
Hence earnest Christian men and true patriots cannot but ask, what is
to be done in the premises? Politicians, selfish and shortsighted business
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men, and all who have little faith in the teachings of the Gospel say, do
nothing beyond cultivating amicable relations with this people. Romanism
is as good as any other form of religion and should be left unmolested to
work out its own destiny. Others say, we are bound to combat the
system politically, to resist its tyranny in this form, but upon its religious
dogmas we must be silent, its theological principles and conclusions we
must leave severely alone. This is the attitude assumed by the secular
press, and especially by one daily which has recently broken off from
party thraldom, and is discussing the question with marked ability. It
strikes us as curious, however, that while every other form of religious
belief may be handled with the utmost freedom, such immunity is claimed
for Romanism. Besides, the roots of political scheming and vice spring
out of the very heart of Romish dogmas and the onc cannot be effectually
destroyed without the other. It is because the theological teachings and
moral philosoph, of Rome are unscriptural and untrue, opposed to
modern science, progress and freedom, that the politics of the Pope and
the Jesuits are dangerous to the state. It is as truly a theological tenet
with them that the state is subordinate to the Church, and that the so
called successor of Peter is supreme over all kings, princes and governors,
as that marriage is a sacrament and the sacrifice of the mass is a perpe-
tual repetition of the expiation made by Jesus Christ upon the cross of
Calvary. Romish political intrigue and Romish dogma arc insepaabie.
When the one is assailed with any logical consistency so is the other. We
shall, thercfore, not limit ourselves to the former, but deal with the
theological, ethical and political aspects of the system as we may have
occasion.

TO THE LOVERS OF MUSIC IN AND OUT OF
COLLEGE.

AROUND our college corridors there linger vague traditions of a Glee
Club that in the days of the golden past was one of the recognized forces
of the institution. The sweet melody discoursed by the sons of the
muses who composed that club, it is said, was not only a pleasant inter-
lIude amid the hours of dry study, but also an enjoyable part of the pro-
gramme at the public entertainments in Convocation Hall. Nay more,
we are even told how the fame of the Presbyterian College Glee
Club grew so rapidly and widely, that their services were eagerly sought
after by congregational social parties in the towns and villages for many
leagues around. The popularity of this club, it would secem, cast a halo
of glory over the whole college, and was one of its powerful attractions
to students of refined musical tastes. We have nothing like it now-a-
days.
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Not at all pessimistic in our views, we, nevertheless, feel a sort of
synipathy with those who find in tke past all thut is glorious and grand.
The appeal to antiquity alivays moves us. Butis the appeal worth the
effort it costs to ruake it?  Or may it not be

*¢ Tho lowness of tho present state
That scts tho past in this reliof.
4 Or that tho past will always win
A glory from its being far,
And ord into the perfect star
TWe saw not, when we moved therein

The memory of the melodious strains, that in former years drew various
plaudits from the studious, may be pleasant. The experience of the
present might be equally so. It is no disparagement to the ability of
past generations of students to say that there is as great musical talent in
our halls to-day as ever there was. Why then this unfavorable comparison
with the past? Because the talent w~ have among us is not exercised
as it might. and ought to be. Let, then, our students of musical tastes
meet tog.lier at the opening of the session, and form themselves into a
club having definite aims and objects, which they are, individually as well
as collectively, determined to attain; and thus the whining of some of
our grumblers will be stopped, the reproach of the present wiped out, the
college singing generally improved, and the welfare of the institution
advanced.

For our zood friends of the city we have also a word in this connec-
tion, which will reveal one cause of the ¢lowness of the present state’ of
music among us. We are proud of our college, its staff of professors and
general equipment, external and internal. To your large-hearted liberality,
in a great measure, is due this pleasurable condition of affairs. But the
equipment is not yet complete. There is not a musical instrument of any
kind the property of the college! A few tin horns, two violins, and a
jew’s-harp, all, it nced scarcely be added, belonging to private individuals,
afford the only accompaniment of the wox Aumana we can boast of.  The
piano you sec on the platform of the David Morrice Hallat our ¢ Publics,”
is not ours, but ore hired for the occasion. This is hardly in keeping
with the general equipment. e make mention of this in the hope that
some gencrous friend who is contemplating some worthy donation, may
undertake to supply this long-fclt want. = s word to the liberal is
suificient.

OUR SYMPOSIUM.

As indicated in the circular letter addressed to contributors last sum-
mer, Dean Carmichael, of Montreal, wes invited to take pari in our
Symposium on Christian Unity. He expressed a wish to do so, but sub-
sequently found it impossible, znd hopes that he may be able to furnish
an “ticle at some other time.
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STUDENT LIFE.

THE JoURKAL presents quite a substantial appearance inits enlarged
form. We trust the excellence of its contents will prove to have increas-
ed in even a greater degree than its external appearance.

* * *

An institution that might with profit be organized among our students
exists in the “Sightseers' Club,” of San Francisco, Cal. It has no mem-
Cershin fee, or ofi.cess, or regalia, nor does it need any. All the necessary
requirements to became a member are a pair of good legs and a lunch
baske.. Combining pleasant and invigorating exercise with amusement,
many places of interest and beauty around the city have been visited
weekly by the members of tl.s club, which, though constantly fluctuating
in numbers, steadily maintains its large membership.

* * *

By organizing a society of this kind, which could be got together or
disbanded at will, 2 number of Saturdays in the crisp clear weather of
autumn might be pleasantly and profitably spent in visiting the many
points of interest in and about the city. An afternoon on St. Helen’s
Island ; a tramp out to the new bridge along the pleasant and picturesque
Lachine road,—shooting the rapids on the return trip by way of variety ; a
walk over the mountain, including the cemeteries; or a run out to thc
Cote St. Antoine stables of the Huat Club on a meet day, would form an
agrecable trip for the club; and the members and good fellowship would
give a greater zest to the enjoyment than solitude or the presence of a
single companion could afford the sightscer. Tty it, boys; it is an
enjoyabie way of spending an afternoon and will inform your mind,
invigorate your body and tone up your whole system, besides affording
welcome material for the Local Editor.

* * *

A question that the after-tea confersnce might discuss at its first sitting
is that of a college record book. It should contain a weekly page in
which ecach student who conducted religious services should enter his
name and place of meeting, with the date. It might contain also, if
desired, cntrics of meetings of senate, college societics, and of public
meetings, concerts, &c., held in the college halls. Thus an interesting
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record might be kept of the work done cullectively and individually by
the students.

The book might be placed on the desk in the reception room that free
access might be had by all.

* * . *

Mr. A. McWilliams, B.A., has been re-engaged as lecturer in mathe-
matics in the Litcrary department of the college, and Mr. W, Rochester,
B.A., has replaced Mr. McDougal! in the classical course.  Under the
competent iustruction of these gentlemen,—>Mr. Rochester was gold
medalist in classics and Mr. McWilliams took a high stand in mathe-
matics during his course,—the departinent should be assured of a
successful session. .

Every student, however, who can afford the time and mecans should
endeavor to secure a course in arts in some first-class college before
cntering a theological seminary, in preference to receiving his literary
training in a department such as owrs. The instructors being more
competent, the course of study fuller and longer and the trainivg being
more thorough than can be obtained in our Literary course, the student
is better fitted for his post-graduate ministerial dutics, as well as for his
theological studics, than he would otherwise be.

% * *

For those whose circumstances render a university course unattainable,
the Literary course is, and will continue to be, useful and necessary ; but
as a preparatory schoot for those who intend to take a course i Arts, or
as a substitute for Arts by those who might obtain such a course, it is out
of place.

Considering as we 4o that the college is thoroughly equipped when
every department of theology is filled, we cannot wish that future ycars
should see the Literary course prosper and increase, but we do hope that
each succeeding year will ring an ever-increasing number of university
graduates into our theological halls.

* ¥ *

What are the college socicties going to do this year? Won't some
one,—ort rather all, for it depends on all,—answer, * Their duy.” The
life and activity of a college may be justly guaged by the vigor of its
societies; especially in a college such as ours which possesses three out
of the four requisits fir a perfect test: namely, the prayer mecting and
missionary s¢cietly representing its spiritual life ; the philosophical and
literary society, its intellectual life ; and the visiting society composed of
a committee of the whole, its social life.

Lacking is only the gymmuasium, the popularity and usc of which would
form the standard of its physical development, and which the gencrosity
of some benefactor, we trust, will soon supply.
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These four institutions, the expunents of the spiritual, intellectual,
social and physical lifc of the college, should all be well attended and
actively carried on if the gencral tone of the college is healthy.

* ¥ *

The claims of the first socicty upon theological students is too strong
to need any urging here.  ‘The radson d'etre of the representative of the
sccond life may not, perhaps, be so apparent. The demands of the
fecture room and study, in addition te recreation and social duties, may
aud often do cause the student to neglect the literary training offered to
him in the debating socicty. By so doing he negleets an important
factor in his preparation for public life ; for the Literary Socicty not only
cnables him to deliver his arguments in a straight-forward, logical manuer,
but also gives him confidence and sclf-possession, trains him in clear and
concise expression and gives him tact in conducting mectings and a know-
ledge of public rules of order. It is a free and democratic institution
where junior is on an equality with senior, and cach has the same oppor-
tunity to cultivate his mind and voice, but an institution that is neglected
by senior and junior ahke.  If the Philogophical and Literary Society i3
of no interest and no utility to students, let it be formally disbanded ;
but if it is a means of information and improvement offered to them,
surely our students have cnough regard to their own interest to make the
best possible use of it.

* * *

But the cducation of a theological student does not consist only in
mastering the details of a sermon, or rattling off the history of the carly
Fathers ; his social duties are second only to his theological studies. The
dutics of his pastorate will lead him as often into the social room as into
the pulpit.  This phasc of the minister’s lifc is peculiarly exacting, and
demands a tact and knowledge of human nature which is not at all
attainable within the college walls, and but partially at the homes of the
citizens to which the student is invited ; it would be acquired more fully
by acquaintance with the humbler classes such as the work of a cily
mission would afford.

Some by nature make the most of their advantages in this respect,
other: there are who have no pleasure in them, and neglect the oppor-
tunity, which rejected now, can ncver be regained. Let us cultivate a
social spirit and by responding cordially to the kind invitations of the
fricnds of thc college confer a pleasure on them and 2 benefit on our-
sclves, whose influence will be felt most when its existence is forgotien,

% * *

As regards physical culture, students in th:ology have very little oppor-

tunity for regular exercise.  Arts men are provided with a course in the
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University Gynnasium and to a great extent neglect it; some possess
their own Indian clubs and dumb-bells and exercise in their rooms ; the
rest favor pedestrianism.  The University Gymnasium is at a consider-
able distance from college, the weather and roads are often unfavorable
and students are often unable to attend ; exercise in the study, on account
of contracted space often necessitates repairs to person and property;
and walking, while putting a strain on some parts of the system leaves
other parts undeveloped, and soon becomes an enforced duty rather than
a pleasure.

These defects can be remedied by a College Gymnasium and only by
it,—an cquipment which we hope—with the hope that springs eternal—
soon to possess. In the meantime we can only urge the student to make
as full use as possible of the advantages he does possess, spiritual, mental,
social and physical, and pray that our students by the grace of God may
thereby grow into the stature of the perfect man in Christ Jesus.

R. MacDouGALL.

PERSONAL.

THE class of '87 have for the most part now settled down to hard work.
—Rev. N. Waddell is pastor of the congregations at Russelltown and
Covey Hill, and since his ordination and induction all the stated services
of worship at those places have been well attended.—Rev. A, B. Groulx
has been busily employed in a parish embracing Lachute, Bord-3-Plouffe
and St. Martin. “In the neighborings of Lachute,” he writes, ¢ there are
nine familics that are well disposed they possess the Holy Word of
God ;" at St. Martin, four familics ; and at Sault-au-Recollet, four more.
The only objection he has to make is that ¢ those fields are too far apart
for one man."—Rev. S. Rondeau, B.A., who took the gold medal, works
for two years under the Barrie Presbytery, as French missionary on the
C. P. R, with headquarters at Sudbury, and sends a very interesting
account of his expericnces and Impressions, which we hope to publish in
our missionary departmeat next moath.—G. A. Thompson, B.A., who
took the silver medal, after a pleasant summer’s ramble in the States,
camic to town last week to write for his B.D. He contemplates taking
an eclectic post-graduafe course this winter,—Concerning the remaining
members of the class, H. O. Loiselle, and J. E. Duclos, B.A., our corres-
ponding cditor has failed to unearth any information.

Rev. W. D. Roberts, B.A., B.D., of '86, is pastor of Westminster
Church, in St. Paul, Minn. He expects to add Ph. D. to his degrees this
month.
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Mr. Colin McKerchar will not join our ranks this session. He has
gone to Manitoba in the hopes that the climate may improve his health,
and carries with him the affection and confidence, not only of his class-
mates, but that of every professor and studeat in the college. He will
be missed most of all in the Celtic Society.

On the third of last August, in the romantic village of St. Anne, Kan-
kakee, IIl. An cvent full of interest to the readers of the JourwaL
transpired. On that day and in that place, the Rev. Joseph Luther
Morin, B.A., who took his theological diploma here in 1885, was married
to Miss Rebecca Chiniquy, cldest daughter of the illustrious ex-priest.
‘At 11 a.m,” says a local report, “the bride, covered with her long,
white veil, left the ¢ Converted Priests' Home' between her aged father
and mother. She was preceded by four young ladies in white robes,
carrying a splendid Bible covered with Deautiful flowers. She was fol-
lowed by a long suite of relatives and friends. The St. Anne Band, when
opening the march to the chapel, was filling the arches with their sweetest
and most joyful melodies. The chapel was inost tastefully decorated
with maple trees and it was litcrally crammed by the people.” Pastor
Chiniquy in presenting to his daughter the Bible mentioned, made a very
remarkable speech, refuting the Romish doctrine of the celibacy, and
eulogizing the honorable state of matrimony. We would fain reproduce
his words, but pressure on our space forbids. We must content our-
selves with presenting, even at this late date, our congratulations to the
happy pair—and no less happy pére.

A similar event occurred on Canadian soil only last month. Rev. Geo.
Whillans, B.A., also of ’83, quictly went down to the Lower Provinces a
Bachelor, and returned a Benedict. Again congratulations.

Rev. Dr. Gray of Rome, representative Presbyterian in the Eternal
City, addressed the students in the dining hall, on Saturday night, Oct. 1st.
His statements gave us the impression that work among Romanists in
Italy, i1s very similar to what our Church carries on in Canada. The
difficultics and encouragements are precisely the same.  Priests oppose
the gospel with all their might, but the truth of God prevails.  Seventeen
years ago liberly was a thing unknown ; but to-day, there ate twenty-two
Protestant Churches under the very shadow of the vatican,
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SoMe thirty years ago the Contemplations of Bishop Ifall were found
on old fashioned bookshelves side by side with the writings of Leighton
and Doddridge. Of late years the Bishop of Norwich has had few readers.
But now the Rev. George Lewis formerly of Balliol College, Oxford, and
at present curate of St. Paul’s in that university town, brings the author
of the Contemplations into prominence by his carefully prepared and well
executed life of Joseph Hall, D.D., Bishop of Exeter and Norwich: He
has drawn upon Jones’ Life of Hall published in 1826, but, having
access to a large nummber of documents unknown to, or unsought for by
that biographer, he has been able to bring together almost all about the
divine of the Laudian period that one carcs to know. Hall was a devout
man, but narrow, an intense lover of the Church of England, a hater of
schismatics, a believer at once in the divine right of kings and of his
darling episcopacy. He was moderate or liberal after a fashion, and felt
after truth with both his hands tied. Mr. Lewis's biography very faith-
fully portrays the character of onc of the greatest English divines.

A very useful book to the student of Christian Ethics is Christ and
the Jewish Law, by Robert Mackintosh, B.D., formerly Cunningham
Scholar, New College, Edinburgh. Acknowledging obligations to Ritschl
and other German writers, Mr. Mackintosh yet pursues his own course
of orthodoxy. The most valuible statemnents in his generally logical and
interesting work are those which set forth the Bible teaching by principles
in licu of precepts, the New Testament affirmation of Duty in opposition
to the Qld Testament negation of sin, and the fact that the morality
taught by Christ presupposes grace, Ordinary works on ethics which
ignore human depravity on the one hand and grace on the other, may be
corrected or fitly superseded by this valuable treatise.?

From Covenant Parsonage, New York, the Rev. Marvin R. Vincent
sends forth the first volume of Word Studies in the New Testament,
covering the Synoptic Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles and the Epistles
of Peter, James and Jude. Evidently the Pauline epistles and the
Johannine writings are to constitute companion volumes. This is not a

to—=d Life of wgscph Hall, D,y Bishop of Excler and Norwwich, by the Rev. Geo. Lewis, B.A,,
DBalhliColleye, Oxford, &e.; London, IHndder & Stoughton; Montreal, W. Drysdale & Co.

2, =Christ and the Jewish Law, by Robert Mackintosh, B.D., formerly Cunningham Scholar, New
College, Bdimburgh; Lendon, Modder and Stoughton ; Mentreal, W. Drysdale & Co.
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work for students, at least not for students who know Greek, but it is
written by one who is conversant with the original text of the New
Testament, and whose notes on the ipsissima werba of the books he
treats of are worthy the consideration of any reader. So long as it does
not lead men to profess a knowledge they do not possess, Word Studies
will be a valuable popular exegetical aid, and may lie without any reproach
upon the table of any biblical student. The introductions to the various
books are brief, useful and interesting.s

The veteran president of Princeton College, Dr. McCosh, follows up
his first text book in Psychology, the Cognitive powers, by one on the
Motive powers. The distinction is old and he has done well not to
change the ancient nomenclature. These motive powers, according to
Dr. McCosh are the Emotions, Conscience and Will.  Of course every-
thing written by Dr. McCosh is worth reading, but vne looks for some
more logical division of the powers than he has given in this book.
ZEsthetic feeling is ranked with those continuous emotions, the affections
and passions, although it is of the same nature as the motive conscience,
and like conscience has a cogpitive foundation. It is also a very illogical
division that separates will from belief, wmsthetic fecling and conscience,
for volition extends to the utmost periphery of man’s nature. Never-
theless the Motive Powers is a book admirably adapted for all claszes of
students, very pleasingly written, and giving forth no uncertain religious
sound. The philosopher of Princeton is above all a Christian man.*

The scientific world, excited by articles in the Zondon Zimes, has been
waiting with impatience for Captain Conder's Altaic Hieroglyphics and
Hittite Inscriptions. It has appeared ; nascitur ridiculus mus. Captain
Conder has drawn on his imagination for his facts, and the Hinite in-
scriptions revert for a while to their native obscurity.  Not a word about
the ancient earth and water worship of Canaan can be justified by the
application of the simplest laws of philology, yet no one who knows any-
thing of Captain Conder can believe otherwise than that he has been
deceived.s

Following the two last notices, Mr. P. Lepage Renouf’s brief article on
conscience in Egyptian texts, comes appropriately asat once psychological
and philological. It is in the May proceedings of the Society of Biblical
Archaology, along with many other papers of interest.  The preceding
March number has an article on the Szhidic translation of the Book of

3.—Ward Stulice in the New Testgocuf, by Marvin R. Vineentt, DI New York, Charles
Scribners' Rons; Montreal, W. Dry-dale & Co.

4. —=Dsy-hiolony, the Motwe Iiscers, by Jumez McCosh, D.D, LI.D., Litt.D., Le.; New York,
Charles Scribuser's Sons, Monteeal, W, Diryvdale £ Co.

5 —Allaic Hicroglyphic and JLiltsle Inseriplions, by C. R. Conder, Capl. R E.; Lovdou, R. Bentley
& Sons.
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Job, and another on the metrical structure of the Qinoth, or Book of
Lamentations.

Mr. L. N. Horsford is the president of the Board of Visitors of Wellesley
College, Cambridge, Mass., and at the same time the munificent endower
of the library of that institution. He has published certain valuable
manuscript vocabularies by Zeisberger, the celebrated American Indian
missionary, and others by Heckewelder. They are beautifully printed
in quarto form, and are invaluable to the American phiiclogist, whose
interest Mr. Horsford has specially at heart.r

Lying on our table beside these brochures is the Annual Report of the
Bureau of Ethnology in connection with the Smithsonian Institution,
Washington. A great part of this beautifully executed work is taken up
with illustrated papers on the pictographs of the American Indians.
These are purely ideographic and exhibit no approach towards the
graphic or hieroglyphic. Vet many inscriptions of a truly hieroglyphic
naturc have been found from Illinois and Iowa, southwards to Mexico.s

Irom Pau, over the Atlantic, comes La Maison Basque by Henry
O’Shea, President of the Biarritz Society of Science, Literature and Arts
an Irishman naturalized in France. Mr. O'Shea’s work, written in bright,
flowing, classical French, and illustrated by a Basque artist, Ferdinand
Corriges, proves conclusively the Iberic or Turanian origin of the Basque,
and exhibits their relationship with the Etruscans, the Picts and other
outlying peoples. Mr. O'Shea is now engaged in tracing through archi-
tecture their connections in North and South Awmerica.?

The work of exploring the ancient homes and cities of the aborigines
of this continent is still being pursued with vigour. Those who desire
to be informed of the most recent discoveries in this connection will find
ample information in the brochure of Professor Cyrus Thomas.!®

Jonx CAMPBELL.
Jontreal.

G.—~Proci¢edings of the Sseicly of Billical Archaology, published at the offices of the Socicty, 11
Iart 8t., Bloomsoury, London, W.C.

7e=Vorabularies, by Zeirberger from the collection of MSS. presented by Judge Lanc to ITarvard

iniversity, by L. N. Horstord; Cambridge, John Wilkon & Son.
Comparatws Vocabllary of" Algonquin Dialects from Heckewelder's M3SS., by the same editar

and publishica.

S.—~Annual Report of the Burew of Ethnology to the Sceretary of the Smithsoulan Institution by
J. W. Yowell, Director; Washington, Governrrent Printing Office,

9.—~La Masson Basque, notes ct himprossions par Henry O'Shea; Pau, Léon Ribaut.

10.=3ork in Mound Exporation, of the Burcau of Ethuologr, by Cyrus Thomas; Washington,
Government Printing Ofice.




Supplement,

THE LAW OF THE SABBATH.

PURPOSE in this lecture to discuss the question of the mode of Sabbath

observance, and incidentally the matter of Sabbath legislation. I
do this, not with the hope that I shall be able to shed much new light on
a subject that has been abundantly discussed in the past from all points
of view, but simply because recent events seem to make this a fitting time
for every friend of the Sabbath to rally to its support, and to protest
against the encroachments that are being made upon it. Thisis all the
more needful that there seems to be a gradual weakening of conviction
on this matter in the minds of the religious community, which disposes
many to tolerate and even to encourage forms of desecration which once
would have shocked them. Discussion is necessary—fraunk, full, thorough,
and as much of it as possible, in order at once to strengthen public opin-
ion and to quicken the individual conscience.

Owing to the limited time at my disposal, I can consider only this one
point, the mode in which the day should be observed. I choose this
because it is the most pressing at the present time. And I take for
granted,

1. That the Sabbath or weckly rest, is an institution which three thou-
sand years of practical experience have proved to be of the greatest
service to man, regarded even from a physical point of view, and has
vindicated its right to live, meeting a want which is as real, if not so
pressing and obvious as that for a daily rest in sleep, in order that man
may attain the highest development of his powers and use them to the
best advantage.

2. That the Sabbath is a divinely authorized institution under the Chris-
tian dispensation, as well as under the Jewish, having, like the institu-
tion of marriage, or the institution of property, a moral basis in the very
constitution of man.

3. That therefore, every iaan is in conscience bound to observe it, and

4. That the state is bound to provide such legislation as will secure to
all the privilege of observing it, and 1o enforce that legislation.

I am aware that these are pretty large concessions to demand, and the

*Lecture delivered by tho Rov. Prof. Serimgor, M.A., in the David Morrice Hall, Wedneaday
Eveniug, Oct. 5th, 1887.
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time may come when they too will need to be fought for; but I am not
aware that at the present time any one of these is called in question by
any branch of the Christian Church, here or eclsewhere. The irreligious
and unbelieving of course, deny the divine authority of the Sabbath, as
well as of everything clse. But even these will hardly deny that the
institution of a day of rest is in the public interest, and that this, if noth-
ing clse, furnishes a sufficient rcason for such legislation as will secure it
to the toiling masses, not their own masters, who desire it, and that for
their benefit it should be enforced upon those who would otherwise dis-
regard it.  All Christians may not be of one mind as to the way in which
they shall state the grounds for considering it of divine authority, some
basing it upon a supposed ordinance conveyed to our first parents in the
Garden of Eden, others upon the perpetual obligation of the fourth com-
mandment, others upon the example and precepts of the inspired Apostles,
others still, upon the inhcrent right of the organized church to appoint
such a day and bind it upon men’s consciences, or upon all of these con-
siderations combined. It may be true also, that their estimate of its
importance, their conception of its character, and the name by which they
prefer to designate it, vary to soiuae extent according to the view which
they take of its origin. But still for all, it is divine, and it carries with it
as such, a hold upon their conscience which no mere human ordinance
could ever gain.  The only real question is as to the way in which the
day should be observed,

Now, even here there is agrecment up to a certain point. It is agreed
on ail hands that the day should be made a day of religious worship—a
day of public assembly for praise and prayer, for the study of religious
and moral truth, a day for the instruction of the young and of loving
endeavor after the restoration of the erring. It is further agreed that it
should be a day of rest from toil and labor for all, so that they may be
free to worship and to cultivate the spiritual side of their nature, by the
aid of suc . means, public or private, as may be open to them, the only
exception being those labors that may fairly be called works of necessity
and mercy. So far asthese general principles are concerned, there is
practical unanimity, and it is necdless to discuss them. When, however,
we come to the practical application of these principles, we at once find
considerable difference of opinion, and yet greater difference of practice.

1. We take up first the matter of labor on the Sabbath, and consider
what we are to understand by works of necessity and mercy.

In the Christian conscicnce these exceptions to the general law of rest
are based mainly upon the tcaching and example of Christ. Save as
regards the offering of sacrifices, which were doubled on that day, neces-
sarily involving a certain amount of work, the Mosaic law is entirely silent
upon these or any exceplions, They must, indeed, have been tacitly
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acted upon to some extent by the Jews at all times, else life would have
been a practical impossibility. In fact Christ more than once pointed
out to his contemporaries, that they were in the habit of making excep-
tions of this sort without thinking anything of it. Noris there the slight-
est reason to suppose that Moses in his legislation ever meant to prohibit
them, being the kind of limitations that should always be assumed in the
interpretation of any law. DBut as they were not formally stated, and as
the Jewish lawyers were dominated by an intensely literal spirit, they
found themselves in difficulty., It islittle wonder that in their effort to
raconcile the letter of the law with absolute human needs, they were led
into the most capricious decisions which violated its spirit sometimes in
the direction of too great stringency, at other times in the direction of
unduc license. Hundreds of such decisions are given in the Talmud,
each one more absurd than another, showing at once the intense earnest-
ness  with which they sought the way, and the hopeless bog into
which they had landed themselves, for the lack of any sound principle to
guide them. It was Christ who first showed them the true way through
their difficulty, by poiming out that *the Sabbath was made for man and
not man for the Sabbath,” in other words, that it was intended to be his
servant and not his master. It was not to be regarded as an institution
which might tyrannize over him and make him its slave, but as an institu-
tion in his interest and always to be so interpreted. When man’s need
required it the Sabbath must make way before him. His understanding
of this principle is illustraed by the special cases in which He came into
collision with the Pharisees, the rubbing of the ears of corn by his hungry
disciples, and the healing of various cases of disease. These are also
further instructive as indicating that this principle of limitation is to be
read generously. The disciples could hardly have been in a state of
hunger absolutely demanding immediate relief to save them from death,
or even great suffering.  The chronic diseases which he healed on that
day may have been serious enough, but could hardly have been so intoler-
able as to demand instant remedy. It was to be understood therefore,
that when man’s reasonable wants demanded, or human suffering called
for relicf, the Sabbath should not be pleaded as a bar to prevent.

Now, this subordination of the institution to man’s interest, is clearly a
most humane provision, and one that is thoroughly in the spirit of Chrise
tianity. Lt is one which at once commends itself to reason and conscience
as worthy of God, who desites mercy rather than sacrifice, if a choice
must be made between them.  But in the absence of further direction, it
obviously leaves a good deal to be decided.

It remains to be determined as to particulir cases whether man’s true
interest demands and justifies the setting aside of the general Sabbath
Jaw or not.  And this is not always an easy matter to determine.  For it
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must be remembered that maun’s true interest is most of all served by the
preservation of the day, and if the exceptions become very numerous this
is in danger of being lost altogether. - It involves a nice balancing of
considerations which are not easy to balance, and as to which the indivi-
dual is unfitted for being altogether the best judge, by the fact that he
gencrally has a personal interest in the decision. On the one hand he
has a right to consider his own wants, on the other he is boundto consider
the general advantage ; and where shall he draw the Jine? How much
inconvenience must be borne in the public interest? At what point does
endurance cease to be a virtue? A man must eat on that day as well as
on others, and food must be prepared. How much of this preparation.
may wisely be left for the Sabbath? Is one free to gather it or purchase
it asw-llas to prepareit? May the shops and markets be opened to
supply it? A man must be clothed, and it is desirable that he should
appear decently and becomingly arrayed.in the sanctuary. How far may
the arrangements for his tor.2t be left to be completed on the Sabbath?
A man ought to go to church. Should he walk, or may he drive even if
it be within walking distance? If the rich man @rives in his carriage and
demands the service of his coachman, may the poor man take the street
cars or demand that railway trains be run for his zccommodation? There
are manufacturing processes that cannot be stopped in progress without
loss or serious inconvenience. Shall the factory be rigorously closed?
Shall furnaces be allowed to cool down ? Shall no work be begun that
cannot be completed before Sabbath arrives? A ship cannot well stop
in mid ocean. May inland vessels and railway trains continue on to
their destination ? It is proper that public services should be held in the
churches, and that those who are appointed for that purpose should give
religious instruction, though in order that they may do so church build-
ings must be opened, heated, ventilated and guarded, involving labor on
the part of some. Isit also proper that the political orator should mount
the rostrum, or that the editor of the daily newspaper should address the
public in a Sunday issue, dealing with such matters as he may consider
to be for the public benefit? Itis a good thing to cheer the suffering,
to comfort the sorrowing, to plead with the erring.  If it be done by word
of mouth, may it be done by a written 'message? May a messenger be
sent to carry 1t, and may that messenger be the public post office depart-
ment with all its machinery of mail bags, vans, coaches, trains and steam-
ers ! If the post office may carry such messages must it receive and
forward mail matter of every description, without making any attempt at
discrimination? For a like rcason may the telegraph companies keep
their offices openand must they accept all messages that are offered?
These and raany other questions like them, are constantly being raised.
And as our civilization becomes more complex thiey are sure to increase
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in number and become more perplexing to the conscience. How shall
we decide them ?

In answer we feel bound to say that many ofthemnever can be absolu-
tely decided so that the decision will hold good for all persons and for all cir-
cumstances. These circumstances are constantly changing, and every
change involves some readjustment of the balance, either increasing the in-
convenience to the individual or increasing the danger to the proper
observance of the day by the community as a whole. Any set of decisions,
however wisely framed, will be frequently inapplicable and must soon
become obsolete, so that insistance upon them would be an unreasonable
tyranny, and scrupulous observance of them a-mere superstition. The
wiser and the safer way is to leave the decision to every individual, and
impose upon him the duty of determining for himself before his nwn
conscience what course he shall pursue. Moral teachers may advise and
recommend, but their advice will have force only so far as the reasons
are given, and their recommendations validity only so far as these
approve themselves to the consciences of men. This, no doubt, has its
inconveniences. Most people would prefer to escape from these knotty
questions if they could. And when the responsibility of deciding them is
laid upor individuals, it must be expected that they will come to different
decisions. One will interpret his duty in one way, and another in another,
But there seems to be no help for it without the risk of evils still more
serious. They must therefore be left free to come to their several con-
clusions. And they must be protected in that liberty. Within reason-
able limits, no man should be coerced by any penalties legal or social, to
do that which his conscience condemns ; no man should be condemned to
any penalties, legal or otherwise, for doing that which his conscience
allows. We must bear with men when they differ from us, and judge
them charitably. e have no right 10 demand uniformity in consciences.

But we may fairly demang that all men shall make conscience of the
matter ; that they shall not ncedlessly violate the rest of the day, but
exercise a reasonable foresight and forethought to avoid encroaching on
its sanctity ; that they shall not use it as a receptacle for odds and ends
of work, or for clearing off arrears; that they shall not simply regard
th»ir own convenicnce but shall have due respect to the rights and privi-
leges of others who are as much in need of a day of rest as themselves,
Still more decidedly may we demand that they shall not regard simply
their own gain, nor rob either themselves or their employees of even one
Sabbath purely in the interests of their own sclfishness and greed. The
public interest in the prescrvation of the Sabbath, 15 vastly more im-
portant than the cnrichment of any number of individuals. We must
demand, too, that resort shall not be had to any subterfuges in order to
excuse the violation of the day in the real service of gain, that men shall
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not plead emergency for that which is habitual, shall not transact business
under the guise of philanthropy, shall not carry or sell ordinary merchan-
dise as perishable goods or live stock, If this were done, it would put an
end to almost all the Sabbath labour that is now carried on. And until
it is done, those who disregard the dictates of conscience have not only
the sin of Sabbath breaking to answer for, but also that of helping 1o
filch from the community as a whole one of its most precious institutions.

While, however, the determination of many points must thus be left to
the individual conscience, we may make a few suggestions that may e
helpful to those who are striving to be conscientious, but still often find
themselves in perplexity, as to the line between liberty and restraint.

1. The first suggestion is that generally the shortest road out of all
perplexity is to avoid and refuse all encroachments upon the day about
which there can be any real doubt or which threaten to become dangerous.
This is a heroic method, but itis a simple one,and as noble as it is simple.
Men may sneer at such a mode of escape as beiug cowardly or super-
titious, but their sneers will be pointless and in their hearts they will
respect such as take it all the more. It may require inconvenience and
self-denial, but the self-denial is at any rate in a good cause and will
give the reward of an easy mind. It may involve some risk, for the holding
of a situation is often made to depend upon compliance with an order for
Sabbath labor, which is at least of doubtful necessity; but experience
shows that almost never is anything lostin the long run, and even if there
were, martyrdom is the most glorious crown any human being ever wore
and puts him in goodly ccmpany. Observe this is a very different thing
from condemning others who are not prepared to do likewise. You may
have no right to judge them if they take greater liberty and seek another
way out of the perplexity ; but you have a perfect right to limit your own
freedom within the narrowest lines.

2. But secondly we may suggest that it is perfectly fair to make dis-
tinctions according to the degree in which anything interferes with the
object of the day. The perplexity very commonly ariscs from the fact
that if certain things are allowed, certain other things far more injurious
must be allowed too because they involve the same principle, and that if
certain things are forbidden, certain other things far less scrious mus* be
forbidden also for a like reason. Buta thing may be justifiable on a
small scale that is not so on a large scale. That which requires the
labour of many is more to be avoided than that which affects but few,
that which takes up the whole day more than that which occupies only
a portion of it, that which interferes with public worship more than that
which doss aot, that which is apt to scandalize by its publicity, more
than that which is entirely private, that which is habitual more than that
which is only occasional. Ve must recognize the fact that after all, the
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rest of the Sabbath never can be quite complete. It is all a question of
degree. The nearer we come to it, however, the better, and every serious
encroachment should be jealously scrutinized lest it be found coming in
on some false plea of necessity. In any case we are not bound to consent
to wholesale violations because we tolerate trifling acts that seem to involve
the same principle. The evil is not in the mere fact of work, but in the
fact that work hinders rest and worship.

3. But further, account must be taken of the fact that all are not in an
equally good position for a perfect observance of the day. The necessities
of the very poor are more pressing than those of the rich-who have many
resources not open to their less fortunate neighbours. Those whose
hours of labour are long are not as well able to provide beforehand for
their wants as those who have abundance of leisure, those travelling not
as well able as those who are at home. Some things may therefore be open
to them in conscience which would be wrong in others. But we are no
wise bound to make their more pressing wants fix the standard for all.

These distinctions seem legitimate, but they must be used with caution,
and it must be owned that at the best they will not always remove per-
plexity. Even with theiraid the decisions arrived at should be frequently
revised. But it is even moure important that by every means a thorough
conscientiousness should be cultivated which will not palter with the real
issues, but fairly face them and deal with them in all honesty. In the
growth of strong healthy consciences throughout the community—must
the real protection of the Sabbath stand.

But it is obvious that conscience alone cannot be trusted to preserve
such an institution as this, which, though really for man’s highest good,
so frequently appears to interfere with his interest and convenience.
There are those who have no conscience in this matter, and so have
no convictions to respect. There are those whose moral nature is so
depraved, in whom selfishness reigns so supreme that the dictates
of conscience are cver overriden and who therefore cannot be counted
on to make any present sacrifices cither for their own ultimate good
or for the general advantage. And yet they cannot be allowed to
do as they please. There arc some things which clearly must be
prohibited if the Sabbath is to be observed at all. No man can
live to himself; if some use the day as a day of labour, others
will wish to follow their example, and others still will be compelled to do
so or suffer unfairly for conscience’ sake. That those who feel in cens-
cience bound to keep the day may be able to do so without undue
interference, all must be made to do so. And this protection is rightly
given them by the civil law, which nceds no other justification than the
public interest.  John Stuart Mill, indeed, expresses the opinion that “all
legislation in respect to Sundayis an illegitimate interference with the
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rightful liberty of the individual.” But other men have thought the same
of laws requiring them to vaccinate or educate their children. The cri-
minal classes are apt to have the same opinion of the laws against murder,
theft and forgery. It is quite evident that Mill and those who think witk
him are biased by their dislike to Christianity and all Christian institu-
tions. But though the Sabbath is a Christian institution and has always
had to depend on Christian sentiment for its support, it is easy to find
sufficient reason for the enactment of Sabbath laws in their utility.

But here again the question arises as to where we shall draw the line.
How much ought to be forbidden, and how much left free? The legisla-
tion of different Christian nations shows that very different views have
been taken on this matter by legislators—some rigidly prohibiting almost
all forms of labour, and even requiring attendance on religious services,
others allowing almost all kinds of it that any one cares to perform. Of
course neither of these extremes is satisfactory. On the one hand we
seem bound to recognize and allow all reasonable conscientions liberty,
that is consistent with the maintenance of the day. On the other we
must protect it from the license of those who would fain set it aside if
they could. All works by which others are coerced, or tempted to
violate the day, or disturbed in the enjoyment of it, should be prohibited
as inimical to the day, and so inimical to the public weal. Hence all
judicial proceedings should be stayed, except where it might lead to mis-
carriage of justice ; all departments of the public service should be
closed, and all public servasts set free, except those necessary for the
public safety. All establishments where work-pcople are employed,
whether the number be large or small, should be closed entirely, except
on emergencies that cannot be foreseenand provided for; for if some work
habitually, all must eventually do the s~me, All drinking saloons and
wine shops should be closed, for, if open, men will be tempted to drunk-
enness, revelling, and disorder, and that all the more because they are
free from labor. All shops and markets should be closed except for the
most perishable articles; for, if they are kept open, the public will be
tempted to purchase their supplies on that day instead of exercising a
reasonable foresight. And the experience of some of our cities shows
that with a little management, in our climate, the supply of the most per.
ishable articles, even including milk, may be provided for on the pravious
day. Allrailway trainsand other travelling conveyances which are not real-
ly necessary, should be stopped, lest the public be tempted to travel by them
without sufficient cause. All work that is carried on so openly and
noisily as to disturb and annoy others in their worship, or prevent them
from enjoying the proper rest and quiet of the dry, such as street vend-
ing, noisy street parades, cartage of materials, erection of buildings, the
din of machinery, or the blowing of steam whistles, should be prevented




The Law of the Sabbath. 89

as an undue interference with their just rights and an injury to society.
The first Sabbath law passed by any Christian state, that of Constantine,
made an exception in favour of agricultural labor. But that was probably
because the rural population was still chiefly pagan ; and there seems to
be no reason why it should not be prohibited as well.

And when such Sabbath laws are enacted, forbidding these things, it is the
duty of the authorities and of all good citizens to see that they are
enforced, and that the violators of the law are duly punished. It is, more-
over, their duty to avoid any encouragement to willing Sabbath breakers,
whether persons or corporations, by using their services, and torefrain from
any temptation to unwilling ones by asking for these services or offering an
extra reward. They should neither demand nor encourage Sunday mails,
Sunday trains, or Sunday newspapers. More especially is it their duty to
observe the law themselves, and to see that all who are regularly in their
employment or under their authority, do likewise. It will avail them
nothing that they themselves rest, if others are by their orders needlessly
at work in the warehouse or the mill. It will be in vain that they
worship, if they are directors or even shareholdesrs of joint stock com-
panies, which habitually transgress the spirit of the law on various pretexts,
and rob their employees of Sabbath privileges. One of the chief dangers
to the Sabbath, in fact, comes from large corporations in the carrying
trade. Sharcholdcrs want dividends ; a portion of the public shortsighted,
and caring little for the Sabbath, want accommodation ; directors are
tempted to stretch their liberty even beyond what the letter of the law
allows. The responsibility is divided, but every man who demands this
traffic, profits by it or consents to it, is a partner in the wrong and must
be held answerable for his share in the violation of the day. Oaly in so
far as the law is sustained by public sentiment, and by the constant
practice of the law abiding ciasses, is there any chance of the law being
effectively carried nut. The excuse for most of its serious violations is
found in the thoughtlessness or occasional inconsistencies of the professors
of religion.

II. We turn now to another aspect of this question not yet touched on,
which demands careful attention, one as to which the differences of
opinion are serious and the consequences of erroneous views likely to
prove dangerous in the extrere. Thus far we have considered the day
as a day of rest, and sought to determine how far it should be kept free
from labour. We have now to look at it as a day of worship and consider
how far it should be made sacred for this purpose.

There are two general views which have been historically held in the
Christian Church on this point Letween which choice must be made.
The one is thzt the whole available portion of the day is to be regarded
as of a religious character sacred to spiritual uses only, and that no part
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is free for any other purpose save for works of necessity and mercy.
This view is well stated in the familiar words of the Shorter Catechism:
“ The Sabbath is to be sanctified by a holy résting all that day even from such
worldly employments and recreations as are lawful on other days; and
spending the whole time in the public and private exercises of God's
worship, except so much as is to be taken up in works of necessity and
mercy.” At the present day this view is represented mainly by the
Reformed Protestant Churches of Britain and America; but it is perhaps
worthy of note that, whatever the practice may have been, no portion of
the Christian Church has ever formally committed itself to any different
view in any creed or canon that has ever been adopted, though this view
has not always been explicitly asserted. The other view is that only a
portion of the day is necessarily to be devoted to religious uses and that
the remainder may be occupied with such pleasures and recreations as
are compatible with rest. This is the distinguishing feature of what is
known as the Continental Sunday. It is the prevailing practice in the
Greek and Latin communions, in the Protestant churches on the Continent
of Europe and to some extent in the Anglican Church. It is tacitly per-
mitted by their clergy, often defended and excused, but it has seldom
been encouraged. Even the famous Book of Sports published by James
I, and again by Charles I, in 1633, went no further than to order that
certain recreations ‘should not be barred to the people.’ Its chief advo-
cates always have been and still are outside the church among those who
find no use for a religious day and would fain have countenance for their
amusements. There is no doubt, however, that their views produce an
effect on the minds of many in all the churches who do not care to avow
it, and to a large extent influence their practice. We must therefore
examine them.

The grounds on which they plead for this liberty are three-fold :—

1. First that this is most in accord with the spirit of the New Testament
dispensation under which we live,—a dispensation not of gloom or of
harsh stern restrictions like the Jewish, but one of liberty, of gladness
and of joy.

2, That this is most in accord with the idea of the day—being a day
of rest and refreshment, intended to fit men to go back to work with
fresh zeal and spirit. Every man needs recreation of some kind, if he
is to be at his hest, and there is no better time for him to take it than on
the day that is set apart for his release from toil.

3. That it is in fact an absolute necessity, that men should have some
relaxation from religious duties, They cannot keep up the exercises of
worship all day long without a weariness that is far more hurtful than
moderate recreation. The surest way to disgust the young especially is
to make the day thus grievous to them. Constant repression can only
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bring re-action. No one has a right to impose such a burden on men’s
shoulders which is heavier than they can bear.

These arguments are frequently put in stronger and more o ensive
language. But I state them moderately as I wish to deal with them
calmly. Before considering them in detail, however, there are one or two
remarks which it may be well to make.

1. And first I would remark that we must distinguish here carefully
between what ought to be allowed by law and what ought to be
allowed in conscience. The legislator has nothing whatever to do
with the way in which any man spends the day except to prevent
him disturbing its rest and quiet. He has nothing to do with the
question whether men spend it religiously or not, whether they spend
it in recreation and pleasure or not, so long as the recreations are
not of such a kind as to interfere with the rights and privieges of
those who desire to use it for religious purposes. The state sl uld not
pronounce upon the question of recreation as such, but only in so far as
it may be a nuisance or an annoyance or an impediment to the roper
employment of it. The limitations of sound legislation therefore in no
sense correspond to the proper limitations of conscience,

2, Secondly it may be remarked that 10 argument based upon the
inclinations and dispositions of those who have little sympathy for religion
can fairly be drawn against the duty of a wholly religious observance of
the day. From their very character they are disqualifiea from being
judges. Of course they cannot observe it all religinusly without weariness.
But then you could never satisfy them without shutting out religion
altogether. And we are not yet prepared to consider that.

3. Another thing is to be noted. A good deal of prejudice has been
created in the public mind against the purely religious view as io the
occupation of the day by descriptions of the somewhat neediess severity
with which it has been pressed at certain periods both in Britain and in
New England. To render this odious historians and novelists have not
hesitated grossly to cxaggerate the facts. Who has not heard of the
¢ Blue-Laws ” of Connecticut whereby it was provided that a man should
be fined for shaving or for walking in his garden or for kissing his wife on
the Sabbath day ? Itis now known that these laws are a pure fabrication,
but they are still taken as fairly representing the spirit and the practice of
the Puritan Sabbath, and vivid pictures are painted of the numberless
hypocrisies to which men were driven to evade the rigidity of their
own principles. But exaggerated applications of a principle are no
argument against the principle its21f, unless they can be shown to be
necessary or natural.  And in these cases the sternness and gloominess
arose not from their principles as to the Sabbath, but from the whole
type of their piety, which was quite asstern and gloomy on other days as it
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was <n the Sabbath. They had grown up in a hard school under the
mailed hand of persecution. They had nzed to be men of stern mould to
resist oppression and assert their liberty. It was little wonder they were
intensely serious and even fanatical.  Ascetic in all else, they could not
well escape being so here.

4. Furthermore, if it be in order to judge of the soundness of a prmiciple
by the results to which it leads when adopted by the bulk of the people,
the present condition of those countries which have the continental
Sunday may well make us pause before following their example. It has
been found practically impossible to keep recreation and amusement
within anything like reasonable limits. They may have begun by seeking
relaxation in simple and natural ways that were comparatively harmless,
but they soon demanded that larger facilities be affordcd them for
amusement on a large scale ; and, so, conveyances had to be run to the
points where amusement and relaxation were readily to be had. They
may have begun by amusing themselves, but they soon demanded that
they should be amused, and so bands had to play in the squares, concert
halls ap” theatres had to be opened, horse races and bull fights had to be
arranged that they might make mad holiday on the Sabbath. They may
have begun by spending a part of the day in religious services and only a
part in enjoyment, but they soon found the latter the more agreeable and
the whole day was absorbed in folly or sheer idleness. They may have
had no thought of injuring any one in his rights, but every service ren-
dered, whether in transporting or amusing them, robbed some one of the
rest of the day, until they have become a great army who cater to the public
pleasure at their souls’ expense. And if these plied their calling why not
others too? When the Sabbath is not held sacred from pleasure it will
not be held sacred from gain. Greed seized upon it and set the people
to work as on other days. In all countries where the Continental Sunday
prevails a large proportion of the working classes know almost no
cessation of toil from one year’s end to the other. It is little wonder
that the working men of England have time and again petitioned against
the apparently harmless measure of opening picture galleries, museums,
and libraries on the Lord’s day. They see in it but the beginning of
their own enclavement.

Let us now return to the consideration of the arguments.

1. First, it is said to be practically impossible to spend the whole avail-
able day in religious exercises, and it is urged that for children especially,
such exercises must become intolerably wearisome. But the whole force
of this argument lies in the fact, that the idea of religious exercises is
made to include only those which are solemn and formal. They of course
become wearisome if too long continued, and there is no doubt they have
often been made so by the indiscretion of church authorities and parents.
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But so would anything else become wearisome under similar conditions.
The remedy may be found in substituting one kind of religious exercise
for another as well as by taking refuge in amusement. We have simply to
enlarge the idea, so as to embrace greater variety and the difficulty at
once disappears. With a little honest endeavor to make instruction
interesting, and a little sanctified ingenuity, the day, instead of being the
longest and dreariest, may be made the very happiest of all the week,
even for those of tender years and fugitive minds, as can be testified by
thousands who have found it so. Reverence and solemnity are becoming
in distinct acts of worship, but gloom is no more necessary in connection
with the family intercourse on the subject of religion, than in connection
with any other matter aflecting life.

2. The next argument, that recreation is in harmony with the idea of
the day as a day of rest, seems at first sight to be very plausible, But a
little consideration makes it clear that it is very superficial. For to say
that the Sabbath is meant as a day of rest, is to tell us only half the truth.
Itis a day of rest for a religious purpose, and not for the purpose of
recreation. And the whole of that day is not too much to give to that
purpose. To substitute recreation is to misuse it, and more or less to
defeat its chief end. No one denies the value of recreation, within due
bounds, for the toiler. But no one would suggest that he should take
recreation instead of his daily meals or his nightly sleep. That would be
manifest folly. LEqually foolish itis to urge that he may substitute it for
his weekly religious privileges. Experience shows that those who spend
the day in pleasure seeking, or even any considerable portion of it, are
on the average less fitted for work on Monday morning than those who
have employed it as a day sacred to religious uses. If it be urged that
this is the only time the toiler can get to make his way to the park or the
country for fresh air, we reply that this is only a reason why we should
endeavor to find a time for him to do so without trespassing upon his
highest interests. Better that it should be taken from his six day’s
work than from his one day’'s rest. Nor when the attempt has been
honestly made, has there been found any practical difficulty in doing so.

3. The remaining argument is that this freer kind of Sabbath is more
in harmony with the spirit of the New Testament, that we have no right
to import into it the stern prohibitive spirit of the Mosaic law, which
hedged men about with restrictions now no longer needful. It is argued,
moreover, that the Apostles evidently held this view of the day. Paul
especially refused to bind the Church with any burdensome law on the
matter, repudiating such as being inconsistent with and subversive of
Gospel liberty. ¢ One man estecemeth one day above another; another es-
teemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.”
(Rom. 14, 5.) “Ye observe days and months and szasons and years,
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I am afraid of you, lest by any means I have bestowed labor upon you in
vain.” (Gal. 4: 10~11) *“ Let no man therefore judge you in meat or
in drink, or in respect of a feast day, or a new moon, or a Sabbath day ;
which are a shadow of the things to come, but the body is Christ’s.”
(Col. 2: 16-14.)

It will be granted, however, that whatever the Apostles’ language in
these passages may mean, it must be reconcilable with his practice and
teaching elsewhere. Now there is nothing pliner in connection with
this whole matter than that in some sense the Apostles did make some
distinction of days. They did not consider every day alike. They con-
sidered that the first day of the week was the proper time for public
worship, expected the churches to assemble on that day, and urged them
to do so. On that day the Lord’s supper was observed and on that day
collections were made for the poor. In commemmoration of the resur-
rection the day was kept as a religious festival and was known as the
Lord's day. The language of Paul, therciove, could hardly have been
meant to apply to this. But it might naturally enough be applied to the
whole series of Jewish festivals, the significance of which had now passed
away. The jewish converts kept the first day of the week; but they
were disposed to keep also the old festival as well, including the seventh.
day Sabbath. Nor was there any objection to their doing so if they
chose. But he would not have (he Gentile converts brought under any
such observance, as an obligation. To them, at least, all these festivals,
which had no sacred associations connected with them, might be as other
days. This was preciscly the position he took with reference to all other
Jewish institutions in that somewhat bitter struggle which he had to
maintain against the Judaizing party that caused so much difficulty in the
Apostolic Church and rendered necessary the calling of the Jerusalem
Council.

But granting that this language was not intended to apply to the Lord’s
day, it may still be asked what authority we have for appiving to it the
restrictions of the Jewish Sabbath. Are we not te «wpose that one of
the reasons for changing the day of religicus observance was to get rid of
these very restrictions ?  Why thwart the design of Providence and bring
us 2gain into bondage? Is not freedom the very essence of New Testi-
ment religion ?

Here we touch upon the very heart of' the question, and everything
depends upon a right answer being given. But there is perhaps no
portion of the whole subject that has been so much befogged with mis-
conceptions and false assumptions, both in the minds of assailanis and
defenders.

To begin with, it is wrongly assumed that the idea of the day being
sacred for religions purposes is taken from the Mosaic law and is carried
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over from the Jewish institution to the Christian one. But as a matter of
fact there is not a word in the Old Testament anywhere to indicate that
the Jews were required to devote the day to religious services at all, nor
is there anything to show that previous to the time of Christ they ever so
understood it. True, the sacrifices in the temple were to be doubled on
that day; but the people were not required to be present at them, save
when they occurred during the great annual festivals. Subsequent to
the restoration and the establishment of synagogues, it was customary to
have services throughout the land which the people were encouraged to
attend. But the law required only cessation from labour, and so long as
they avoided work they seem to have considered themselves at liberty to
spend the day in any way they chose. If there was any form of relax-
ation, social or otherwise, in which they could indulge without infringing
that prohibition, this chey felt free to enjoy. And practically for the
great majority, instead of being a day of solemnity and gloom, it was a day
of feasting and rollicking. We have not, therefore, applied to the Christian
Sabbath the Jewish resuictions as to recreations, for there were none to
apply. In fact we reject the Tewish Sabbath under the Christian dispen-
sation, not because it was too rigid, but because it was wholly inadequate
and insufficient for the object it has in view.

Then again it is assumed wrongly that Christian liberty always involves
a relaxation of the old Testament law, when in fact it very frequently
exalts and strengthens it. No doubt it does imply deliverance from the
ceremonial observances that hedged the Jews around on every side. But
one has only to read the Sermon on the Mount to see that in every other
respect Christianity demands not less fromits followers than Judaism, but
a great deal more. Every law that remains is made more comprehensive
and heartsearching. Every institution that remains is clevated to a
higher plane, is tuned to a higher key. Take for example the institution
of marriage. Here we do not find that the bonds are released but drawn
more firmly than before. Or take the institution of the ministry. The
Jewish priesthood was a hereditary caste. Whatever their character, they
held office by right of birth. The Christian ministry is meant to consist
only of picked men who are cafled to the office because of their fitness
for its duties. So it is in reference to the Sabbath., The institution itself,
we have received from Judaism, but the mode of its observance is Chris-
tian ; and just becauseit is Christian, we expect the standard to be higher
than before. We are not surprised therefore to find that in the New
Testament, whenever the first day of the week is referred to, itis not with
a view of insisting upon the duty of rest. That is only incidental. It is
rather as indicating the blessedness of worship. It is observed by the
early Church, not tha* they may obtain relaxation, but that they may
commenyorate the resurrection of the Lord and hold holy communion
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with one another. But for this it would never have been established, and
for this it should be preserved. We prove our liberty not by planning
how little of it we may give to the se.vices of religion, but by studying
how we can turn it to the best account in furthering our own spiritual
interests and those of the community. We conclude therefore that the
purely religious conception of the day is the only one that is consistent
with the purpose of the institution, and with the true spirit of the gospel.
Only when it is religiously employed is the ideal of it realized. Only
when it is so used, can it be long maintained in its integtity. Only when
so used, will it yield its full measure of blessing,.

JOHX SCRIMGER.
Menlreal.




