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THE WAR.

There is, perhaps, scarcely an inhabitant of this land who does
f,in some degree, share the common feeling of interest which
tes Ln«land,aa she gazes in the direction of those regions where
armies are at present Lnoaoed in mortal strife. How muchis at
¢ that involves the interests and security of Iiurope! How
h, too, especially affecting the spiritual prosperity and happi-
ofmen! Touched by the scenes cnacting around him, the heart
the Christian is pained with deepest zmguish by considerations
more peculiarly affect those who desire the establishment of
kingdom of peace and righteousness on the earth. Such minds
verse to @// war; and Swith troubled thoughts they kneel to
perplexed how to give utterance to the emotions which oppress
3 and in what way to express the longings which cannot find
utterance, becausc connected with subjecis S0 incongruous
those which usually occupy them, when approaching the throne
eir Father in heaven. They hope, and may even “cherish the
f, that Christ’s kingdom will be advanced by the results of
ontest ; but their part is rather that of “ watchers,” who
psilence,” and observe what transpires around them. Their
ion seems indicated in the 46th Psalm, verses 8, 9, 10, 11.
n they behold the ¢¢ desolations which are made in the earth,”
are “ sti!”” because they know that God is the ruler of the
08, and that it is in his hand to give the award, and to deter-
the destiny of the people upon the face of the whole carth.
ere are, however, some gleams of light, some indications of a
ul character, which may encourage these servants of the Prince
ace.  Small things indicate the movement of the tides, Grees
es begin with gentle under-cur! rents, so slight asto be scarcely
Vor. IL.—b
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perceptible in the beginning ; and it requires careful observy g
and attentive consideration to weigh the probable operaticn,:
anticipate the coming results of such influences. Lhere is one-
mark made by good and observant minds at the present time, @
is, the manifest reluctance, the earnest disinclination of men 1)
gage in strife and warfare.  So strong, indeed, was this fee);
and so protracted were the negotiations entered into for the;
pose of averting, if possible, the present contest, that many of
more impatient thought the thing was carried too far, and even §
the verge of impropriety, so as even to risk unduly the hone
this ration. Is there not in this fact a pleasing and encoura
promise of good? May not the Christian mentior it before
as a plea In favour of his beloved country at this juncture ef
affairs ? &
‘We were struck and inferested, the other day, while readin;
life of the venerable Mr. Jay, to find Lim giving this testimon
the improvement and progression of things during his iifut
s« T have,” he says, “a better opinion of mankind than I had.v
I began my public life. I cannot, thercfore, ask, ¢ What i §
eause why the foriner days were better than these ¥ I dono
lieve in the fact itself. God has not been throwing away duru
upon the human race. The state of the world %as been impr
and is improving. What noble efforts are made, in this day, tol
every yoke, and let the oppressed go free! Ilow is the tend
to war on every slight pretext, giving way to reference and ne§
tiation}! . . . . I cannot look at these various progressions «3
out exclaiming, ¢ What bath Ged wrought?” Our venu
friend proceeds to say that, when he first went to London,t
were no inissionary societies, but those of the Moravian and \
leyan brethren ; “ nor had we then that noblest of all institu
since the apostolic era, the Bible Society, nor the Tract So
nor the Anti-Slavery or Peace Societies, nor the many other
dred institutions which are, at present, all sending forth the t
as it is in Jesus—all carrying on their operations with prazer.
all crowned with encouragement and success, proportioned to
means and endeavours.” :
In harmony with these hopeful opinions, are many things vi§8
a good man may hail as the legitimate results of such labig
There are not wanting these indications even in the current,w
ly literature of the day ; a different and more modificd tone is
adopted. Courtesy and mutual forbearance among those who
each other on the field of contest are recommended and p
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R the appeal is made no longer wo brute foree, but to higher and
ghetter influences.  Pleasing, too, and cheering beyond all that we
ave yel mentioned, are the evidences that among men of war there
B 2 better spirit than there was of yore.  Many, very many, amony
Lo officers and commanders are men who fear God, who sincerely
Bilore the evils of that profession which they follow, and whose
Eihfu; endeavour it is to miligate to the utmost of their power
Bl horrors of war.  Is it a sinall thing to know that Christian
iicers in the Madras Presidency can now assure us, that there is
st one of their regiments in which there is not at least one decided
imistian officer, and that there are many which bave several?
an we forget, too, the striking intelligence connected with the
1t campaign in the Punjaub, that there were held in the camp
s¢ prayer-meetings of upited bodies of pious officers and men, and
bt in her majesty’s twenty-fourth regunent, which suffered so
caely at Chillianwallab, a large number of the wen, amounting
4o upwards of two hundred, were communicants, and many of them
flecout believers? :
Already there have been presented some encouraging prospects
31 wsefulness through the medium of the Bible and Sailors’ Socie-
s, and the T'ract Society, in connection with the operations of
rcounfrymen in the present war.  An interesting letter from
aptain 1. C. Otter, ILDM.S. Alban, was published in the Monthly
wtracts of the British and TForeign Bible Society, on July the
«tof last year.  After stating that the grant of Bibles made by
¢society has been very usclul, especially those in the Swedish
npuage, which is spoken in the greater part of the Baitic, the cap-
msays: “ As every man and child T have met, can read the tracts
d Bibles which have been dispensed, T trust there are good hopes
&1 uch benslit being derived from then,”  In Turkey, also, kin-
«l movements have taken place.
Among those, too, who are opposed to our arms, we have oc-
ion thankfully to acknowledge instances of kindiy feeling, and
pme even of true devout goodness.  Such cases are not unfre-
1nt, blessed be God! and they are sometimes unexpectedly
wsht to notice.  Perhaps our readers will find pleasure in read-
the following cheering instance of the blessed influences of piety
il goodwill between men unhappily engaged in strife and blood-
ding.
3 Pew events have excited more interest in the course of the pre-
il war than the wreck and capture of I1.M.S. Tiger, near Odessa.
R arration of this disastrous affair has been recently given by the
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first lieutenant, Alfred Royer, who was himsel{ an actor in it a.j
who went as prisoner of war to St. Petersburgh, where he saw ;4
grand duke Constantine as well as the meeror frrow whotnt he r..
ceived his liberty, and permission to return to England. A
the capture of the ship, and the night after the crew of the T3
had been landed at Odessa, the licutenant says: “ It may af.§
some consolation to our friends at home to know, that in the ¢,
fusion of disembarking, there were many who brought away wd
them their prayer- books and Bibles, in ]neference to other prope:
which remained on board.”  Aye, truly, it may and does ai-§
consolation to the Christian’s heart to Jearn that these poor ¢
tives, amid the haste and terror of those scenes, forgot not i
treasure of the heavenly word —nay, even preferred it before
goods of carth!

The Russian general Osten Sacken, showed great kindness
the unfortunate pnsoncrs during their detention at Odessa,
paid daily visits o the C‘lpl.dm and officers, and aly
the hospital, and secemed much gratified when Le saw Wil j
Tauner, (one of the men who had been wounded, but v§
recovered,) engaged in frequently reading bis Bible. T he ol
was evidently a Tman of kindly nature “and of religious fech
“ He never visited the establishment”(the lieutenant says),“ viXg
going to the graves of his enemies, and there he might ofi g
seen, absor bed in meditation, offering up supplication To the Lf8
of Losts.” The amiable lady of this kind general also maw.
no less kindnessand considerate attention towardsthe prisonersa
wounded. She supplied themn from her own house with various i
cies and necessaries, and when the poor boy, Thomas 1ood die

causcd an iron-railing to be placed around his grave.and plantedy
to overshadow it. Xhe had, not long before, lost a son about il
of this la l, and appeared dccply interested for the parents ¢

died ; and to the mother of the latter, she sent a gold locka
taining some of his hair.

Our limits do not permit us to odd any further details fr
very interesting narrative.  The compassionate  bene
cevineed by these kind individnals towards our countrymen.s
the “ chances of war” consigned to their tender mercies, v
leads us to ask how bave their countrymen, who have bees
prisoners by our arms, been cared for 7 And it is some
tion to know that a mvoumblu answer nay be given to this
The Russian prisoners, while at Sheermess, were visited b

S
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ig8fizbn, the excellent agent of the By
! w)'. and sapplied with copies of the Neriptures, which they
Beeepted with alacrity,  Divine service, too, wag performed on
B-ad one of the vessels, at which the men readily attended,

Surely every friend of humanity must applaud the attempts of the
amed and exeellent Girotius to blend maxims of humanity with
ity operations, and thus to mitigate the woes of the most
il scourge that Providence ewploys for the chastisement of mar, !
tead of showing our love fo our country by engaging eagerly
e <trife of parties, lot ug choose to signalize it rather by bene-
ace, by picty, by an exemplary discharge of the dutjes of pri-
ie hfe, under a persuasion that #/,q¢ man, in the final issue of
125, will be seen to have been the best patriet, who is the best
tian.”  These are {he words of that eloquent preacher,
bert Hall, in his sermon entitled, « Reflections on War,” from
ich wise, beautiful, and pathetic address, we wi]] give one more
"t passage as a conclusion to this paper,
To acknowledgc the hand of God is a duty, indeed, at all times;
B there are  seasons when it is made so bare, that it is next to
ossible, and, therefore, signally criminal, to overlook it. Itis
ostunnecessary to add that the present is one of those seasons,
T we are expected to ¢ he still, and know that he is God,” it
sieh an occasion as this, when we so evidently behold ¢ the
s ol the Lord, and the desolations which he maketh in the
Do Ttis surely of the utmost consequence to see to it, that
umiliation be deep, our repentance sincere, and the disposition
berish, as well as the resolations we form, suitable to the na-

of the crisis, and the solemnity of the Secasion 5 such, in g
as Omniscience will approve,”

itish and Fomign Sailors’ Q-

LETTERS FROM A MOTIIER TO HER
DATGUTERS.
en many years ago by the Wife of o Wesleyan Minister.
LETTER 11
ON THE CHOICE OF COMPANY.
DEAR Cmr,DRE.\*,~
is certain that books tend much to form the mind; but so.

forms the character. No far as example is mare powerful
precept, will the influence of your associates supersede that
books you read. "There isin example something so captivating
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to the mind, so inexplicably fascinating, that we are almost irveve.. g
bly led tc copy the manners, imbibe the sentiments, and acyuir
the prevailing cast, of those with whom we converse.  Irom i, J8
obvious truth results the old but just adage, “ A man is known s
the company he keeps.”  Ilappily for you, my dear girls, your | §8
thus far has been cast in very favourable circumstances. ;. B
affection of your parents has kept you from those who might . &
corrupted your tender minds j a kind Providence has thrown ., §8
into a situation for which you ought to be thankful; yet muf
remzins to be said on a subject of great and lasting importance. i

Pechaps it is easier on this point to speak on the negative 1K
on the positive side, as, unhappily, exceptionable persons are o j
numerous than the excellent.  Of the former, however, there u: 3%
a few classes with which I wish you to avoid being intimate, o3
indeed, conversing much at all. ~ Of these the first are the r4/.f8
ative: persons like a shallow stream, which is noisy from its i
ficiency ; or like a drum, which sounds loud because it is hollss,
"Their conversation is generally trivial and vain; tending both g8
stupefy the head and dissipate the mind.  Being of weak intell.
they are unfit for counsel; being full of themselves, or of tui
things, they have not affection enough for others to qualify ik
for sympathy : therefore, as they can neither improve your unle
standing, nor engage your affection, if they comein your way, tiy
them with civility, indecd, but with reserve. .

Vain people, who are always boasting of their family, (.4
fortune, their education, their acquaintances, are very uufit |
associates ; indeed, these generally carry their antidote with the
and effectually preclude even a wish for their socicty.

Censorious persons always avoid. Their conduct is censw
in the word of God; and if you do not immediately oppose
torrent of their ill-will, you are mn danger of becoming backbits
yourselves. And however fair these persons might appear to .
face, they will be as loquacious respecting your foibles in the i
company, as you may have heard them respecting the faults of otlk:
when in your own. With these may be ranked busy-bodics, vloe
so idle and so wicked as to go about from house to house, collc
private anecdotes and family trifles, which they make no sciuple
communicating, in affected whispers of secrecy, to every per
with whom they claim acquaintance.  And though these th
may be of no importance in themselves, yet, when they arc o8
culated through a whole town or neighborbood by the industiv §
these newsmongers, they sometimes cause the peace of familic
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- B mreatly interrupted, and such discord to arise as no regrets ever
ure Bbn remove.  Iave no communication with such pests of society,
L Bt learn from them to maintain careful silence respecting anything
o B vou may see or hear in families of your acquaintance.

I": | /icrperienced persons will be of little use to you.

"B Brware of flatterers.  These abound where experimental reli-
§ 1> wanting. Perhaps they are more dangerous than any I
. enumerated ;5 for self loye i ~0 deeply rooted in us that we
8 casily persuaded to think that they love us who praise us much;
B0, whick is worse, that we possess (he qualities which the flatter-
i -cribes to us.  There s 2 meanness in flattery which 1 hope
20 will possess sufficient dignity of spirit to despise. It betrays
B 101 opinion of you ie the person v ho offers it, and who generally
By ne sinister end in view, to which he thinks your vanity may
nade subservient.,

L5 all these practices are hateful in others, T sincerely hope and
o sou will avoid they yourselves.
3 Vou will now expect me to say with what kind of persons T
gold wish you to associate.  You will conclude, of course, that,
B first place, they must be the opposite of all T have described.
§ 110 understanding, real piety, joined to such g knowledge of
wal life as may render advice serviceable, sincerity, and kindness,
tqualitics to be desired in your friends.  You may object, that
combinations of excellence are seldom found. Tt is true that
ns truly excellent will not o discovered all at once. Real
i, fike the precious metals, is remote from common light: it
“be sought out and, when found, should be valued highly.
Respecting company I have this gencral adyice to give: First,
vlittle company, Sceendly, While youare young, choose the
sany of those who are older than yourself, Thirdly, Should
wence give you homes of your own, keep your own dwelling
"ur 0wn power, and your time at your own disposal. I mean
sthat you must not suffer that familiarity in acquaintances
el would authorise them to call upon you at all times, and
¥ you anto sinful waste of time with frivolous chit-chat.—
e, credit, and comfort are often impaired by this indiscretion,
iy be called « singular,” « odd,”" gp « like nobody eclse,”
eisting such intrusions : byt bo matter; be not ashamed to he

“ Against example, singularly good.”

-aps You may say,

“1low must we avoid it? We must ba
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ciral.”  There you antic pate what I was going to say— Ouly id
civil, and the point is gained. ‘
To close this letter: [ beg you to love one another. Xy
are very nearly related.  Youmay be dependent on each other .
protection and support, and may be left to make your own w.u
life without themn who now are protectors of your youth. [ hie
two sisters <o situated : they revered the memory of their pare.
they tenderly loved each other ; by their industry they obtaji; §
genteel suppory; their prudence and diseretion secured il 8
friends which their goodness, amiable dispositions, and cultiv..§
minds had gained.  The younger was married to a young nas §
merit ; he rose to emincnee in his profession.  The elder v i@
resigned her employment to reside with them, and they are - 48
one of the most respectable families in a well-knowa city 48
England. ,
May God bless youmy dear girls, and guide you into all tru 8
I am, your affectionate Mother. |8

WHERE ARE MY MOTIERS PRAYERS?

“They that go down to the sea in ships, that do busins: {8
great waters ; these sce the works of the Lord, and his wonder, &8
the deep. I'or he commandeth and raiseth the stormy wind, ni§
lifteth up the waves thereof. They mount up to heaven, thy 3
down again te the depths: their soulis melted because of tiou
Such wu - the situation of the crew of a merchant vessel, to
about in the German Ocear, during a terrific storm in the wintg
184—.  Skilled in nautical chservations, and well acquainted
that part of the coast, the master of the vessel knew full well i
humaaly speaking, there was no hope of rescue, not the slig
ground to expect timely deliverance from impending danger.

But it has been beantifully observed, that ¢ no cloud can ¢
shadew a real Christian, but his faith will discern a rainbow in
The captain of this vessel was a truly pious man ; and, amil
dense darkness of his sorrow, his faith failed not to discover br
gleams of light :—

“ Ha triumphed in his blessed lot

e could not be where God was not.”
And from the bosom of the stormy deep, surrounded by num
involved with him in onc common and extreme peril, he cricdé
nestly unto his God ;5 and the Lord brought him out of Lis
tresses, not by calming the storm and stilling the tempest.
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< aking him at once from the raging ocean to the sea of glass
kich is before the throne,  Amid the howlings of the storm, and
v agonizing eries of those who felt that there was but a step be~
o them and death, the Lord kept his servant in perfect peace,
ause he trusted in him,
Like the intrepid 11oward, who observed to a friend, « Heaver
wnear from Grand Caivo as from London 3 <o this pious captan:
1. that his emaneipated spirit couid as casily ascend to the house
B is Father above from a shivered plank in the midst of the rag-
. waters, as from his own quiet home, surrounded by watchiul
f-nils.
B With yearning affection, he thouaht of thase who, during that
g-iic night, would be kept awake by sympathy and prayer for
2 and tenderly commended them 1o that God who is the father of
- tiilerless, and the Judge of the widow. Anxious to afford
B: cvery possible alleviation of their deep and bitter sorrow, hie re-
Fito the cabin, and wrote a dying adieu,—a last farewell to his be-
Rir1iriends 5 reminding them that if his race had been short, Lis rest
il be long,
 (hen, as il anxious (o die a witness for the Liord Christ, he tes-
| of the peace, and jov, and hope, which sustained and cheered
B virit, even when deatn presented itselfin one of its most terrific
s, [le told them that the celestial port was full in his view ;
B iiith be could already discern the light in his Father’s house
should soon be free from sins, and doubts, and fears, in the
Enof the skies. ‘This precious document he subseribed and
15 then, taking all things out of his trunk, deposited the paper
dn, locked the box, and turew it into the sea, hoping, and, we
tuot, praying, that by some means it might reach bis frivnds,
bad now done with earthly concerns: in a few minutes the
e of life with /.zm was ended.
\est morning his trunk was found by some sailors, who {rusted
uld prove a rich spoil, and were greatly disappointed to find
& i contained nothing but a small paper : they, however, con-
‘@elit to his widow, and to her its value was priceless.
iom the wreck of this vessel, but one person escaped. Tle
then to a farmer’s house, near the place to which he had been
el by the waves, and lay a long time in a sleep so profound,
it was thought to be the sleep of death.  Atlength, however,
woke : his first question was,* Where am I the next,“ How
g L here P the thivd, ¢ Where are my shipmates 77 and when
D <
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told that he only had been rescued, he exclaimed, with irreprey
ble emotion, “ Where are my mother’s prayers 7

‘Where are thy mother’s prayers ? O sailor, they have beg
heard in heaven, they are registered above! Where are the
They have prevailed with God for thy rescue from destruction, wi
all thy companions were drowned. Whereare they?  They iy
entered the ears of the Lord Most High; and angels have so oftg
heard the great Intercessor present them to God, that they h
become familiar with thy name, and wait with deep anxiety tog
when they shall be able to say of thee, “ Behold, he prayerl’
‘Where are thy mother’s prayers? Are they not about to be m
blessedly answered? Shall not the long-suffering of God |
thee to repentance ?

Often has the Saviour knocked at the door of thy heart. 1k
knocking now more loudly than ever: wilt thou admit him?

The Holy Ghost, the convincing, the sin-subduing Spirit, he
now to strive most powerfully with this rescued seaman. Heg
his guilt in all its enormity, and his danger in all its gloom.
had often resisted the Holy Ghost, but now he forbore to qu
the Spirit. Rising from his bed, he began with anxious solicit:
to groan the sinner’s only plea,—“ God be merciful to me.”

¢ Maternal prayer, through Jesus’ blood,
Had pleaded long for him with God.”

And now he began most earnestly to pray for himself: 1t scar.
scered as though he were a stranger at the throne of grace.
often had his mother mentioned him there. IIe awoke from
sleep of sin; he arose from the dead, and Christ gave him k
Acknowledging his transgressions, and urging nothing in excuse
them he pleaded the atonement of Christ; and with an hn!
lowly, penitent, yet believing heart, appropriated to himself
purchased and the offered salvation,—

¢ He fell upon th’ atoning Lamb,
And he was saved by grace.”

As speedily as he could, he journeyed to his mother’s house.
was a pious Methodist residing near London. He arrived on the
turday. How did that mother rejoice to behold her rescued and
verted son! God had given him to her prayers. They wept toge
and magnified the name of the Lord. “ My son,” said she,
is a love-feast in our chapel to-morrow : you must go, and tel
people what God has done for you. They went to the love:
The happy mother could not wait for her son to tell his owng
she was the first speaker : and he arose next, to declarc thelo
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dess of the Lord. Such was the influence that accompanied their
utements, there could be no more regular speaking. ‘The meet~
gbecame one for prayer; souls were crying out, ¢ What must
¢ 6o to be saved ¥? and some new names were that day written
the Lamb’s book of life. The mother had asked for the conver-
jan of her son,—the Lord exceeded her request, and gave her also
2 souls of some of her neighbours ; the recital of the mercy he
lobtained, led others to seek like precious salvation.

Praying mothers, continue to plead : the promise is to you, and
ur children. « The Lord showeth mercy unto thousands of them
tlove him and keep his commandments.” Live and pray for

¢conversion of your children, and hereafter it shall be yours to
ud with them before the throne of God.

HOW TO SPEND THE SABBATH.

L RisE EARLY.—God requires one-seventh part of your time,
¢ Sabbath is just as long as any other day. If you indulge in
p Sabbath mornings one or two hours later than usual, you rob
Aand your own soul of so much holy time ; and if you begin
tay by robbing God, you cannot expect he will bless you.

*. PRAY FOR YOUR MINISTER.—Ile will then preach better,
you will be better prepared to profit by his preaching., e
syour prayers. e has tasked his energies to prepare good
ons to interest and instruct you. Exhausted by the labours
e week, and trembling under his awful responsibility, he will be
wed and excouraged if he believes he is remembered in your
fers,

-PRAY THAT THE PREACHING MAY BE BLEST TO YOUR SOUL.
isa foolish man who sows his seed before he breaks up the soil.
are more foolish if you expect a blessing without asking for it,
eparing your heart to receive it. If a blessing is not worth ask-
for, do not complain if it isnot bestowed.

-Do NOT INDULGE 1N SECULAR CONVERSATION.—To spend
uterval between the services of the sanctuary in talking about
ess, or pleasure, or politics, is not remembering the Sabbath-
o keep it holy.  If you spend your intermission in this manner,
st not wonder if in the afternoon you feel sleepy, and the
ther seems dull.

BaNisH worLpLY THOUGHTS.—You must not, on the Sab-
“think your own thoughts.” 1f your thoughts are allowed
ander unrestrained over the business of the past week, or the
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plans for the week to come, you will suffer for it. God will leas
you in darkness ; your love will be cold, your prayers formal, a
you will be disqualified Lo engage profitably in the services of i
sanctuary.

6. DO NOT CRITICIZE THE PERFORMANCES OF YOUR MINISTH
—1If he has preached a poor sermon, make the best of it 5 if a gue
one, be thankful and improve it. Your praise or censure cau
no good cither to him or yourself. You will profit far more}
praying over the sermon, and applying it to yourself, than by e
cizing it.

. SPEND EVERY SABBATH AS THOUGH IT WERE YOUR 14§
—Your last Sabbath will soon come. Derhaps the next wilj
your last. Spend it then as you will wish you had done, v
you review it millions of ages bence. If you knew it woull !
your last, you would be much in prayer, you would banish wor
thoughts and conversation, you would read your Bible, you we
meditate much on divine things, and examine the foundation ofy
hopes for eternity. Do this, and your Sabbath will not be spen
vain.—American Tract Society.

CARD-PLAYING.

« Why do Christians object to card-playing 7
1. On account of its avowedly worldly character.
By a sort-of universal verdict, it has been set down asayp
worldly amusement. On what account this has been done we
not prepared to say. But itis so. Universally, card-playi
taken as a symbol of worldliness, gayety, and trifling. Ant
view of the amusement is, with judicious Christians, quite e
to prevent their indulging in it. A line must be drawn somes
to distinguish the Church from the world, and one of these li
and a very proper one it is—has been drawn round those &
ments which bear the character as above. To step over th
is, in the estimation of the truly good, an inconsistency and
and Christians wishing to preserve a conscience void of of
and give offence to none, are careful not to err in this reg
This is in perfect keeping with apostolic precept and exampk
2. Another reason lics in the extremely trifling chard
cards.
The game is one of the most silly, wimeaning, and tr
amusements, calling forth no deep thought, no skill worth the
and so far as either the party themselves or others are cont
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§ waining no kind of good.  This is diflerent in some other games
¥ et could be named.  In chess, for mstance, therc is needed an
aieation of mind, and an exercise of skill, that have a benefieial
cact on the minds of those who engage in it, and which render it
Bia recreation than a healthful mental exercise.
B 3. A third ground of objection is found in the completely chance
sracter of the game.,
g o all purely chance games, Christians generally take strong
B hecticns, and view them as of such a nature as to forbid devout
pesens indulging in them.  None can deny the chance feature of
ards, and henee it lies open to all the common objections of chance
mes in general.

. A fourth argument against cards is the gamlling associated
m//z i.
It is true this might be omitted; butwhenisit? and what would
same of cards be without it?  Ask any avowed card-players
wiother they would think them worth playing if no odds were at
ke, and if it be not this which gives them a zest they could not,
an their own trifling and insipid character, possibly possess. Take
say the stakes, and you would find cards all but universally scout-
¢ as the most empty and unsatisfactory of amusements.
5, The assoctations of card-playing are no mean argument
wunst it with right~feeling persons.
{he disputation with which it stands usually connected; the
in it hes brought on many a youth; the domestic misery of which
has been the frightful parent; the wicked men with which it
*ms 1 unite you; are all, with other associations, of such a
ature as 10 prexcnt truly virtuous minds allowing themselves in
~m(luluenac

But with true Bible-taught Christians, these who form their
lzristizm morality not from the lax notions of this lax and worldly
ee, but from the precepts and principles of Lioly Writ, card-
ng is felt to be so incompatible with so much laid down in the
hard of (lod, as to be utterly removed from the list of their
nsements.
Tuke sueh precepts as those that require us to do all that we do
2 the giory of God 5 to redeem the time 5 1o give all diligence to
zke our mll.m and clection sure 3 to preserve a conscience void
 ofence toward God and man ; 5 to be separate from sinners; to
me out from the world; to adorn the doctrine of God our
avour i all things 3 and others of Iike character. The spirit
A tendeney of all this is, and must be. counter to such amuse-

az
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ments as cards, and hence Christians very properly object to thy, &
as a fit amusement at their social gatheri ngs.

IIAPPY SUNDAY.

The Bible teaches us to « call the Sabbath a delight,” Tsa. Iy
13. Ofall the days in the week, we should love it the buy
Luvery day should be a happy day, but Sunday should be the Iy
piest of all. ILetus sec how the parents of little Mary
James taught them to keep a happy Sunday.

First thcy were taught to prepare for it. On Saturday night
they put away all their playthings and work, and they thoughty
more of them till Monday came. They then got their books rea
and their clean clothes were laid out, so that there might be
hurry or confusion on Sunday morninw

Mary and James got up ear lier on Sunday than on ay
other day of the week.  Some children think they may Jie mug
later on that day than on any other day ; and their parents have
call them two or three times before they arisefrom their beds. Bu
those who wish to spend a happy Sunday, must be up betimes.

When Mary and James were dressed, they did not idle away 1l
time. After kneeling in prayer, they came from the rooms. M
helped her mother to get the breakfast, and James sat in a con
learning two verses of a hynm.

‘When it was near school time, they kissed their father and m
ther, and hastened to meet their teachers with a cheerful sml
They were always among the first scholars in the class ; and as thag
had learned their lessons at home in the week, there was no g
lost when they were in the school.  They loved their kind teach:
and tried to profit by their instructions.  Mary and James had be
taught how to behave themselves in the house of God. Theye
rot trifle and play, or look about them, or go to sleep; but jois
in the sacred service, and listened to the minister. They used
find out the text, that they might repeat it to mother betore gus
to bed.

On their return from school in the afternoon, they were notdg
lowed to go out 1o play or talk with rude boys and girls.  SwE;
times they would tell their parents some of the pious things »
their teachers had said 5 or they read a chapter in the Bible toge
After tea they sang a hymn.  They were very fond of singmg

¢ dec the kind Shepherd. Jesus, stands,
With ajl-engaging charms;
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Hark! how he calls the tender lambs,
And folds them in his arms.”
0r taey would sing—
“ Lord how delightful tis to see,
A whole asssembly worship thee
At once they sing, at once they pray,
They bear of heaven and learn the way.”

When night came on, the father of Mary and James kuelt
wth bis family in prayer. 1fe used to thank God for the mercies
ki the day of rest, and, above all, for the great gift of Jesus Christ
1o be the Saviour of the world; and to ask that all their sins might
Bie lorgiven for his sake. "Lhey then went to bed at an ewrly
ioir, saying that they had spent a 7APPY SUNDAY !

HIlow sweet a Sabbath thus to spend,

In hope of one that ne'er shall end !”

Youthful reader, how do you spend the Sunday? Is it to you
lday 2 Or do you feel with David, “ I was glad when they
dunto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord. A day in thy
uts is better than a thousand ¥ Do you put on your best looks,
well as your best clothes, on the Lord's day 1 Are you hap-
athome ; happy in the Sunday school; bappy in the house of
4! Or are you a Sabbath-breaker 7 If you are, you must be
ippy in this world, and unhappy in the next world, unless you
ent.  Pray to God, that he may give you his Holy Spirit, teach
uto fove the holy day, and that every Sabbath you spend on
Eorth may fit you for the Sabbath in heaven, where the saints shall
ship God and the Lamb for ever.

FOR YOUNG GENTLEMEN,
1. Why do you smoke ?
2. Do you respeet yourself the more for it?
3. Does it render your breath more pure and grateful?
4. Will any lady of refinement like you the better for it?
3. Should you like any lady better if she used tobacco ?
6. How often have you wished you never used it?
7. Can you give it up !
Did you ever try and fail?
9, How many times have you failed?
Advice.  Don’t say you can conquer it till you have tried and
g coded.— Lncle by,
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TWO DIALOGUES BETWELN A CORPORAL AXD
A PRIVATE SOLDIER.

WRITTEN BY A LIEUTENANT COLONEL OF THE AuMY.
DIALOGUE IL
Corporal. Ha, comrade, you are prefectly sober, I hope!wh
expected to see you upon your guard this r.iorning, when you had y
narrow an escape from the halberds yesterday ?

Soldier. Narrow indeed! HHad it not been for your kinj
interference, I must have been now in the black hole, on brex
and water.

C. You may well thank me: for had I not stepped up fothy
adjutant, when he perceived you staggering in the ranks, and i
all T could to him in your behalf, you had certainly passed
night there.

S. I am sure I should, and shall be glad if I can make any re
turn for your kindness.

C. If I could but get you, Bob, to follow my advice, T shol
be well repaid for the attention I have “shown to your welfarefo
some years past ; this is not the first time, remember, that I b
stood in the gap for you.

S. I know it well, and will begin to try and mind what youg
in future.

C. Well, then, I will claim your promise now ; as it ism
likely we shall be interrupted while on guard, let me entreat ;i
serious attention to what I am going to say. I mean it for y
good 5 could I but accomplish that, I should be satisfied. Th
are two shameful vices, drunkenness and swearing, which Ik
you to be particularly guilty of ; tell me what good you cant
pect from them ; or what pleasure can you find in them ; and
tell you, from the best authority, their dreadful cdnsequences
last.

S. T do not know any good they do me, ouly harm, I belix
but I love the jovial company of my brother soldiers: and sk
we meet together to be merry, you know we must drmk; and
to swearing, I mean no harm by it, and hardly know when I
swear.

C. Do you think such an excuse as this would have satisfiel}
adjutant at roll-call last evening? -

S. No, I know him too well for that. It would only haw
him in a passion, and made him pass sentence upon me at onct.

C. Then how can you possibly imagine it will be admi
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bra just God, before whose awlul bar you must shortly appear, to
wer for these daring breaches of his holy law ?

§. That is a hard question, corporal ; but as I mean no harm
sany body by what I do, T hope God will be merciful to wme.

(. God has not promised to be merciful beyond the grave ; and
frou continue in a course of drunkenness and swearing, till death
bl seize you, your punishment in a future world is certain, and
iadful beyond expression. It ought to make you tremble.—
msider how God has already displayed his long-forbearing mercy
wards you, in not having suddenly cut you off in the day of battle H
ble many were falling on your right hand and on your left. Can
b possibly forget the hair-breadth eseapes you have had ; or be
wrant of the dreadful ravages the late fever made amongst us?
ckround the regiment, and reflect what death has done, since
waad I have been in it. "What a number of our old comrades
gone into eternity’! Hardly any of them left, and yet we are
wed, as monuments of his merey, in a land of hope. Ts not this
dinguishing goodness sufficient to awaken your gratitude, and
dte your love to your great Bencfactor ?

. Why, corporal, do you think me void of gratitude? T hope
bve my Maker, and trust in his mercy.

(. How then can you presume still to violate his most positive
pmands, and provoke his wrath, as if you dared him to do his
nt! Remember, my dear comrade, God is inflexibly just, as well
mereiful.  He will not be mocked, neither will he always bear
hthese daring insults. He has positively declared he will not.
hough hand join in hand, the wicked shall not go unpunished.”
e is a time of awful anc certain vengeance fast approaching.
my be prevented now; but believe me there is no time to lose.
tglected too long, it will surely fall, and overwhelm you for
5. Tam not the only wicked fellow in the regiment, corporal.
dieve the rest are all as bad as T am, except yourself and one
5o more ; and if we must go to hell, there will be some comfort
oing with so large a company ; though, to be serious, dI o not
ilike the thoughts of it.

- Do you remember, Bob, last year, when we returned from
West Indies, what a tremendous gale we had near the banks
'e(\!vfoundland; and how near foundering the transport was that
ied us?
- I'shall never forget the horrid scene; I did not shut my eyes
two days and nights together, expecting every moment to be
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drowned. I would rather bein a dozen battles than m s
another tempest.

C. Now let me ask, did you then find any relief in the thou
of going tu be drowned with upwards of two hundred people ty
were in the ship with you?

S. No, I do not remember I did. I was too much frightvm;‘i
to think about any body but myself.  Nay, now I recollect,
thought it more shocking that somany should be drowned togetl:

C Then never presume to urge that common, but diahoi
notion, ¢« I shall fare as well as the rest,” for instead of lesseniy;
it will only heighten your misery. 'Ihe unhappy man that isto by
hanged before Ncwnalo, would surely enjoy no pleasure in seu;
half a dozen cast off before him.  Nor will the multitude of
wicked shut up in endless torment, afford one dvop of comfon:
any wretched individual among them: on the contrary, theyw
increase and aggravate each other’s misery.

S. After all you have said, corporal, I cannot help thinking b,
that you religious people make out things much worse than iy
really are. Wil God be so very strict as Lo punish the failing
his own creatures for ever and ever?

C. 'This is another false prop on which thousands lean, and el
sequently perish.  What I or any other person may say about i@
eternal punishment of the wicked would command little atten
if God himsell had notasserted it: but Ile has said it, and wo
to you or any hardened sinner, that may dare to contradict i
for the word and counsel of God are like himself, unchange
and must be accomplished in the damnation of the wicked aswj
as in the salvation of the righteous. You once told me, Bob,1
in your younger days you used to read the Bible,

S. Yes, I did so, corporal.

C. Have you forgot then, how that infallible word of trih 48
pressly says, “ God is angry with the wicked every day 1 tlaf
will rain snares, fire and brimstone, and a horrible tempestu
them ; and this shall be the portion of their cup? that thc)s
be turned info hell, with all the nations that forget God: andt
they shall be tormented night and day, ia that buening lake

ever and ever? 'LThese are not my words! L durst not make
of such langnage to a fellow-creature; they are the expre
claration of (rod who cannot lie, who certainly will be faithis
his awlul threatenings, as well as to all his most gracious prons
every perfection of his nature stands engaged to see buth fili
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B x. Iremember most of these texts now, though I confess I have
sf late thought mu-h about them.
", But to come still closer to your own case. He positively
B-ires that no drunkards shall inherit the kingdom of God ; and
ithose who take his name in vain he will in no wise hold guiltless.
s, your sin of drunkenness leads you into many others:
¢ uncleanness and profaneness, and to tell a number of abom-
Xl lies to screen yon from punishment. Now, the Word of
&1 avs, all such people shall have their part in the lake that burneth
& fre and brimstone, which is the second death.  And do you
Bt e will not be faithful to his word? O take eare my lad!
er your ways, an:d no longer nrovoke his wrath, for be assured,
B will tind it a fearful thing to {all into the hands of the Ilving God !
)35, I wish, with all my heart, I was a better man than [ am;
8 really, corporal, 1 have been so long wicked, that I despair of
g being otherwise,

(. That is a dreadful conclusion, too common among us sol-
; but fit to be adopted only by the lost spirits shut up in end-
we. It never ought to be admitted by the most profligate
e, especially in a land of gospel light, where the sceptre of
ne merey is freely held out to all,
S L here were a probability of my making any progress in re-
w. I might, perhaps, be induced to mind it a little more. But
hope can there be for such a wreteh as I, who have lived
from my very infancy 2 Do you think that reading the Bibie
morning to night would do me good?

That is rather a strange question: butif you set about read-
the Bible in good earnest, and pray fervently for the Divine
inz upon what you read, it may be greatly to your profit.

Pray fervently ! why, corporal, I caunot pray atall. I ques-
shether T ever prayed in my fife.
Ibelieve you never did truly ;5 but if the Lord convinee you
ur danger and misery as a fallen being, you will soon learn to
hesides the Bible contains great encouragement to praying
with many special directions to this duty, and the example
uy excellent saints to go by ; that of the publican will suit
L
- think I remember it.  Was it not, ¢ God be merciful to
Boimner - That will just do for me.
Then go and use 1t every day, but beware of resting (as too
do) inr a bare repetition of the words, without the Jeast con-
g0, or the simallest coucern whether they are heard or not.—
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Let it be your constant employ to cry earnestly to God, to g
you see and feel that you really are a sinner, hourly expo-ed . §
wrath and displeasure; aud that will make you imporis,3
with him to obtain power to hate and forsake your sins. '
a simmer as you can be saved in a way fully consistent
Divine justice.  All this is clearly revealed in the Bible:
God give you grace to perceive it! :

8. Thank you, corporal ; T hopa T shall be able to follow r:f§
good advice. 1 will try to lmvo off swearing and hard drink
and as often as T can, will 1ead the Bible : but as 1 am qQuite s
ant of any thing good, I hope you will have an eye over me, 8
set me right w hen you see me doing wrong. g

C. Look up to God for strength to I\ecp this resolution. forr
will never be able to do it of yom-:»!t, and be fully deterni§
through Divine assistance, to resist every attempt to make 73§
break it; but cexpeet not fo gain heaven by so doing that ist i
obtained onh in a way of free grace Ihmuoh .]L‘Slls Christ,
this snhyct T shall talk to you '\o‘\m 'mothcx day, and be alv§g
ready to give you every ¢ 'lcmt'm:.o in my power; at present 78
must p'nt Tt is near twelve o’clock, the sentinels must be nl
ed: it is your turn to go ofl'; then, Bob, you will have pler s
time to think upon w hat T have been saying.

S. Thank you corporal : for the pre.sent farewell.

MEN WITIH TAILS.

We recently stated that a man, woman, and child werec
hibition in Loendon, each with a caudal appendix, or tail, abox:
inches in length,  'We find a confirmation of the statement i
IZnglish papers.  Dr. Iiubsch, Hospital Physician, at Consta
ple has addressed a letter on the subject to the London Al
1émes, which adds many interesting details to those alres!
ceived from travellers.  We will briefly lay before our reade
informaticn, more or less positive, which is there given, w§
existence of this curious variety of the human species, and of v
the earliest indication dates back as far as 1677.—1Th
Christian Advocate.

At this time, when attention secms to be concentrated
subject of a tail-bearing race called Niam-Niams, it gi
much pleasure to be able to add some observations which!
kad occasion to make at Constantinople.

In 1852 I saw, for the first time, one of this race, ar

s
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gruck by this pheromenon, I interrogated her master, a slave
eehant. 1 was informed by him that there existed, in Nigritia,
Qirica, a tribe called Niam-Ni iams; that all the members of
< iribe bear the caudal appendix ; and, as_exaggeration is a ne-
gty to the Oriental imagination, ho assured me that he had seen
B\ two feet in length. "The one observed by me was smooth
& without hair, was two inches in length, and terminated ina
fit. The negress was black as cbonv; her hair was crisped ;
M eeth were wlute thick, and inserted upon the alveolar pro-
gocs, strongly inclining outward,  The four canines were filed;
B eves were injected with blood. Xhe ate raw meat with much
B-1; clothes were disagrecable to her.
{ Licr master had oﬁerml her for sale for six months, at an excced-
v low price, but was unable to sell her.  F'he horror which she
@ved not residing in her tail, but in her taste—which she took
pai~s to conceal—for human flesh.
ler tribe eat the flesh of prisvuers taken in battles with the
Abouring nations, with whom they are constantly at war.
g \Vien any of lhcm die, the relatives, mstead of interring the
d) ecat itj from this cause there are no cemeteries in the
EnLY
Ther do not lead a wandering life 3 many of them construct huts
the branches of trees.  They manufacture the implements of
i nd of agriculture —cultivating maize, grain, cte.  Cattle are
lied by them.
ke Neewm-INiams have a language which is altogether primi-
tit contains many Ayabic words.  They go entirely naked.
strongest among them becomes their chief; it is he who leads
to battle, and it is Le who divides the booty.  Itisnot known
&ler they have a religion; but it is probable they have not,
the very great facility with which they ewbrace any that is
bt them. It is very difficult to civilize them, their instinet
ng them always to search for human flesh.  There are exam-
of daves who have killed and then devoured the children of
masters who had been confided to their care.
saw last year 2 man of this same race, baving a tail onc inch
ahalf long, covered with a few hairs. e secmed to be about
gt ﬁ\e)e'us of age, was robust, of good constitution, ebony
k.and had the same particular confor nmhon of the lower jaw,
e of above. that is, the alveoles inclined outward. Their
ut\ ce filed in order to diminish their masticatory force.
be Niam- Niams ave endowed with Llerculean strength. The
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tnerchants reject them, as they are so very diflicult to subjug
and the people fear to confide to them the guard of their houss

1 knew, at Constantinople, the son of an apothecary, ten y
of age, who was born with a tail one inch in length : he belong
the white Caucasian race. One of his ancestors presented
same anomaly. These phenomena are generally regarded, in
east, as a sign of brute force.

The Turks have known, for a long time, this race of men,
are very much astonished that scientific Europe seetns to ig
their existence at this late day.

THE POWER OF A LITTLE BOOK.

n the Jubilee Memorial of the Religious Tract Society,
following striking fact is recorded, illustrative of the bene
effects that follow the distribution of good books. — Thise
and easy method of doing good we strongly recommend.— W
Christian Advocate.

An old vender of tracts, when visiting a depository at &t
related the following fact: « As Ipassed througha villagein}
shire, I asked a poor woman to buy a religious tract. She ref
T turned round and threw one in at the door, and the wind o7
it under the table. 'The man of the house came home, saw it
it up, and read the title— The ‘Wonderful Advantages of D
enness;” he left his dinner, and put it in his pocket. Afterke
to his work he read it. In the evening his companions missel
at the ale-house ; and when they saw him, they inquired whe
was on the preceding evening.  Ie said he had been real
religious tract. On giving this account of himself, they ali la
and said he was going to turn Methodist. His neighbours
¢ John P. was sober last night,” whicix quite surprised them, s
seldem occurred. But from this time he kept from the public b
and began to pay his debts. His wife told all who inquired
him, that the cause of this great change was reading a rely
tract, entitled, “The Wonderful Advantages of Drunkenness,
2 poor man had thrown in at _their door.  After being awy
years, I returned to that neighbourhood again. Istoppedjata
fic house, about two miles distant from the village before
and offered my tracts for sale. One of the persons in the &
with a dreadful oath, said, I was one of those Methodists th
made their companion mad. The woman of the house said,
you call him mad? then I wish you were like him, and you
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py the five pounds you owe me ; for he has paid me every far-
ng he owed e, and all in 'ess than two years” On entering a
we about a mile further, I was informed that the tract I had
rown, two years before, into a poor man’s house, had made him
other man. At length T arrived at the village. A woman
wked very hard at me, and said, ¢ Are you not the man who sold
2 some tracts about two years ago?” I said I was. "Then she
it You must go with me tn the house where you threw the tract
p,and I am quite sure the woman will not let you go to hell now.’
b« soon as I entered, the woman informed her T was the old man
be so much wished to see. She cried out, « What! that dear
bn who threw in the tract ¥ and, running, she took hold of my
od, and said, ¢ T humnbly beg your pardon for what I said ; I was
ba passion, and very vile and wicked.” She bade me sit down to
mer, and said her husband would be there in a few minutes. As
on as he came in, she told him who I was. He took me very
ully by the hand, and said, ¢ Blessed was that hour when you
rew the tract into my house, and thrice blessed is that God who
ected you to one so wicked. I was then poor and wretched ;
ent most of my time in the ale-house ; but now, thank God! I
ve 2 house of my own, and it is my delight to talk of the good-
ks of that God which directed me to the reading of the tract.””

QRECTIONS FOR THE OBSERVANCE OF THE

) LORD’S DAY.

L. Order all your weekly business so wisely beforehand, that

umay have no unnecessary work on God’s day ; that your bands

y be as free as possible from business, and your head from

fdly cares and thoughts.

2. Think seriously : what a weighty work am I going about !

@ weck affairs are but toys and trifles to this. 'What are sheep
i oxen, or shops and goods, to grace, Christ, and heaven?

2] be too careful and serious in God’s work ? in the work of salva-

! Surely no. How holy should my thoughts be, how heavenly my
ourse, how earnest my endeavours all the day long!

- Therefore prepare with all your might; search your heart

i life : find out .

What your sins are, to confess, mourn over, and pray against.

#\hat the mercies are you want for soul or body; for your
hds, family, and nation.

Vhat blessings you have received, and what thanks should be
rned.
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MAXEMS TO GUIDE A YOUNG MAN,

Keep good company or none.

Never he idle. If your hands cannot be usefully emplof
attend to the cultivation of your mind.

Always speak the truth.

Make few promises.

Live up to your engagemenis.

flave no very intimate friends.

IKeep your own secrets, if you have any.

When you speak to a person look him in the face.

Good company and good conversation are the very sinewsof vig

(zood character is above all things else.

Never listen to loose or idle conversation.

You had better be poisoned in your biood than in your princig

Your character cannot be essentially injured except by youg
acts.

If any one speaks evil of you, let your life be so vmtuou
none will believe him. |

Always speak and act as in the presence of God.

Drink no intoxicating liquors.

Ever live, misfortune excepted, within your income. N

When you retire to bed, think over what you have done &
the day.

Never speak lightly of religion.

Make no haste to be rieh if you would prosper.

Small and steady gains give competency with tranquility o

Never play at any kind of game.

Avoid te mptatmn, 11u’ouuh fear that you may not withs

liarn your money hefore you spend it. .

Never run ia debt unless you see a way to get out again

Never borrow if you can pessibly av oid it.

Be just before you are generous.

Keep yoursell innocent if vou would he happy.

Rave while you are young to spend when you are old.

Never think that which you do for religion is Gime or
misspent.

Always go to mecting when you can.

Read some portion of the Bible ev ery day.

Often think of death, and your accountability to God.

Read over the above maxims at least once a week.—Gazg
Couricr.




