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North Korea Roundtable Report
May 1998

The report summarises roundtable discussion on North Korea, specifically the threats and possiblethreats in the region and possible partnerships to address human. needs and human security. In thisrespect, discussion focused on Canada's role regarding food and agricultural assistance,infrastructure development, North Korea's energy shortage, the window of opportuity forgreater access created by the famine, and the need for increased officiai diploniatic relations withNorth Korea, and recognition of the difficulties of reunification.

Policy options:

Canada shouid:
- pursue contact with North Korea at the non-officiai level, inciuding NGOs, technocrats,academjcs, as well as at the officiai. level through dipiomatic recognition of North Korea;
- work toward the establishment of a Peace Treaty;
- promote more exchanges;
- renew CADO funding;
- free up CI]DA funds for North Korea;
- perpetuate the flow of information with regard to North Korea.



REPORT TO THMNSEnF OEG FAR

May 22, 1998
Winnipcg, Manitoba

Present: J. Cornelius, P. Evans, R. Fee, D. Forrester, D. Francis, M. Hawes, M. Hv'rer,

N. Hudson, S. Lee, L. Matthes, K. Minden, J. Mundy, M. Oisen, K. Park, W. Rcimer, A
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The Canadian responsc in to the famine lies in two areas. First, ini the more urgent area of
food aid. For the mo5t part, the Canadian response lias been tbrough Canadian Non-
Govermental Organisations (NGOs) provide the largest proportion of NGO food aid to
the country. Th-is bas extended to the church groups, which norinally do not provide food
aid.

The method of food distribution ini North Korca i5 working very well. It is hirideref
sornewbat by lack of fuel mnd a dcgrce of North Korean reticence. Howcver, overai, the
food appears to bc getting to those who need it. The reason for this success appear? to be
that the distribution is donc in partncrship with the North Koreans, allowing themn ta
retain dignity ini the process.

The second response to thc famine is in the area of agricultural aid. This would involve
exchansrcs of both Canadian and North Korean farmers and agricultural experts. This is



Window of Opportun*ty

The famine has Led to a situation in which NOOs have beu givcn unprecedied paçss
into North Korca to help alIkviate the. sufrn a d by the. food shortage. Given that
North Korca is an insular society which docs not tend to trust outsiders, this access can b.
scen as a "&conpa5sionate window of oppotuity>' for Can-ada and the. rest of the world.
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Diplomatie Methods (CoRt'd)

Excbange delegations were also seen as an effective me,=s t inecasing dialogue
between Canada and North Korea, and as a vehicle for humanising relationships at the
lower level. The most obvious exchanges can occur at the "technocra±ic" level,
particularly in the agricultural sector. The barriers 10 date include visas and money tb
facilitate the trips.

Track 1 (technical assistance) and Track Il (academic progranis) prograrns shouid >. :
continaed in partniership with ailier couritries, such as Australia.

Reunification

With the receut electiori in South Korea, an unprecedeiited dialogue betweeu North and
South Korea has begun- However, reunification is far from being a given. Rather - it is
fraught with difficulties. The einormous cost cf Gexina reunification has made Suuth
Korea hesitant ta move toa quickly - it may even have the effcct of ensuring ths.t
reundoiation does net take place. At the vexy least, South Korea would like the North
Korcan economy ta, be strong prier ta reunification. The other factor ta, consider L: China
- a country which would b. reluctant te share a 1300 km border with a potentially US-
d0minated unified Kerea.

On a more hurnan note, it is impor=at te bear ini mind that uin y cases reunificatien of
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North Korea Rouuidtable
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Is the North Korea regime stable over the short to medium term?

How much of the food crisis is caused by the systematic f ailure of
agricultural management in North Korea?

How does Kim Dae Jung's election in~ South Korea change things in
North Rorea?

What should Canada's objectives be in dialogue with North Korea?Humanitarian, Human Rights, Economic Trade, Diplomatic,
Mtultilatera1 Financial Institutions

Given Canada's modest resources .what constructive role can it play?

Can we strengthen academic long term. contacts with North Korea?

HOw to identify North Koreans to discuss Agriculture issues?

I& it useful to invite people to Canada?
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SELECTED CCFPD REPORTS FROM 2000-2001

table: The New Face of Terrorism. CCFPD. October 26, 200 1.

the Roundtable: The Impact of September il on International Relations and Canada's
I. November 2 7, 200 1.

ence on New Diplomacy: The Development of International Law. CCFPD. April 5-7, 2001.

he Global Compact and United Nations Institutions. CCFPD. July 14-15, 2000,

ence on 'New Diplomacy': The United Nations, Like-minded Countries and Non-
tions. CCFPD. September 28, 1999.

able on Just War and Genocide. CCFPD. December 8-9, 2000.

Roundtable for the International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty
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Sunmary of Key Points from Presentations and Discussions: The Washington D.C. Roundtable on Trends in U.S.
Foreign Policy. CCFPD and the Woodrow Wilson Centre, Washington DC. April 2, 2001.

Summary of Key Points from Brief Presentations and Discussions: Foreign Policy Trends in the U.S. Roundtable.
CCFPD and University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. April 12, 2001.

Sumary of Key Points from Presentations and Discussions: The Toronto Roundtable on the Bush Administration's
Foreign Policy - Challenges and implications for Canada. CCFPD and the Munk Centre, University of Toronto,
Toronto, Ontario, Canada. May 18, 2001.

Halifax Roundtable on US Foreign Policy. CCFPD and Saint Mary's University, Halifax, N.S.. June 15, 2001.

Nuclear Weapons and Small Arms
UN 2001 Conference on Illicit Trade of Small Arms in All its Aspects: Briefing and Discussion. Wendy Cukier,
Coalition for Gun Control. December 19, 2000.

The Ottawa Group Report on Smail Arms, Light Weapons (SALW) and Non-State Actors. CCFPD and Centre for
Defence Studies. November 7-8, 2000.

Ballistic Missiles Foreiign Experts Roundtable Report. Ernie Regehr, Project Ploughshares and CCFPD. March 30,
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on International Law 29' Annual Conference - Policy Options Paper. Kim Carter et. ai.

iýom the Roundtable on Good Governance and Aflica. CCFPD. October 25, 200 1.

iali State: Policy Options and Programme Opportunities for Canada. Partnership Africa-Canada,

for Researchi & Development. November 3-4, 2000.

y Symposium Sudan Inter-Agency Reference Group. June 5-6, 2000

lawa Nigeria Roundtable. CCFPD. March 20, 2000.

>undtable: Good Governance and the Philippines. CCFPD. March 16, 200 1.

id Challenges to Unity: Report on the Indonesia Roundtable 2001. Centre for DialoRue. S imon
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