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Melus, peus, prosut, obsit, ml ndent nisz quod lubent.
’ TERENCE.

Whether it be good or bad, profitable or hurtful, their
eyes are shut against whateyer they do hot choose to see.

Montreal, 4th Feb. 1823. -
Mg. Ep1rog,
You will oblige 2 large majority of the inhgbitants of this
city by wserting the following address
To THE MAGISTRATES AND POLICE-OFFICERS OF THE CITY
. OF MONTREAL.
Gentlemen,
Permit me, on behalf of my fellow-citizens, and the public in
geoeral, to express to you that just sense of feelisg, which a
cousciousness of the eminent services 1eceived at your hands,

must pecessarily have given rise to, in every honest breast. T'o -

your ingenuity, honesty, and philanthropy, the public, aud ‘es. ;
pecislly the citizens of Montresl, are indebted for a_system of ,
police-regulations, specially devised by you for the security, of

their persons, aod the protection of their property, whicll, I .

will veature (o assert, stapds, in many respects, unpayalelled in
the records of city-goveroment ; and bids defignce, as a chef
@uvre, to the iogenuity of any country or people. Indeed,
gentlemen, you are entitled to the exclusive merit of this curi-
ous and novel piece of workmaoship; it is your owa in folo—
And, when its peculiar qualities are duly considered, who, as a
citizen of Montreal, the security of whose person and property
is assigued to your especial care, can, for a moment, withhold
that just trihute of respect to which such genius and pobitical g~
tegrity, directed for his good, naturally lay claim.

It s oot sufficient to speak of this  system werely in the ab-
stract; it is necessary to descend to particulars, ic order to
give the public a just couception of its merits, and to imprese
them with a proper notion of the extent of their obligations to
you. Should I find it necessary, in peﬁorming this tesk, to
notice things trifling in themselves, when separately considered,
1 shall make no apology for being prokx, because such things,
as connected with a general system, are its constituent propetties,
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by a due knowledge of which only, can that fabrick, of which
they formthe materials, be properly estimated,

How truly ridiculous, snd incobsistent with common sense,
must that system of police be considered where talent, honesty,
and assiduity, are held to be the ouly passportsto office, in com-
parison of yours, wherein every ove, without regard to station,
education, or ability,is deemed eligible! How sunple, yet how
incomparably comprehensive, is this system! Whea demolition
is the object, it 18 customary to begin at the top of the edifice;
when construction, with the fouadation-stone; but as mige is neith. 1
er the oue nor the othey, but werely companson and lustration,

1 shall proceed fo the covsideration of such points only, with-
out any rgitdto system, as will most directly copduce to
the object in vieW, -

In many other cities the absurd practice still prevails of ap-
pointing men of unquestionable character alone, as watchmen ;
of requiring them, when appointed, to patrole the ftceets through
the mght, to proclaim the hour, and the state of the weather,
and, when the security of the citizen, or the safety of his pro-
perty, are menaced, to alarm the sleeping jobabitants, and sum-
mon their fellow-watchmen to assist in the detection of depre-
dators, by aratile, 2 bell, a horn, or some other sonorous -
strument, carried expressly for that purpose, to the manifest
grievance of the drowsy and uowary cit, who, veposing in balmy
sleep, or being robbed, is awakened to his very great annoyance,
and protected to the prejudice of hisrepose.” By your system,
meither the ope nor the other of thesé grievances are experien.
ced. The watchman, it matters pot what his character is, in.
stead of patrolling the streets, at the risk of being done by sume
wag relurving from a spree, or annoying the honest slumberiog
burgher with his shrill uote—past twelve o’clock—fine mos-ning?
is permitted to spend the whole night in ease and comfort, to
smoke his pipe, tell his story, or scheme mischief with his com- !
rades, by a good fire, iua comfortable room, fitted up with all
the conveniences of a smokiog-club. How obvious are the ad-
vaatages of this system?! Here the waichman naps and smokes,
and naps agan, io perfect secunty, neither exposioghis person
to be assanlted by the bladés of the town, nor eudangeriog lis
health by the inclemency of the weather; the citizen sleeps un-
disturbedly, or is knocked down in the streets, has his pockets
picked, or perhaps his house forcibly entered, and his valuables
carried off, without the possibility of prevention. Beautiful
system ¢ how accommodating, how fraught with bumagity !
The watchman and the citizen enjoy repose. the thief follows
his vocation, the losers are ex empted from the additional loss of
time and trouble in prosecuting, and the magistrates spaled the
pawful task of consignit g a fellow-creature to the house of cor-
¥ecton, or perhaps to the gallows! ¥ am wilhog to ascribe to
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these motives, the adoption of such a benevolent plan, although
1 am aware that some detractors have asserted that by non-pre-
vention of crime, more grist is brought to the mill of the police-
magstrates, and their officers, and occasion given for larger ace
couuts to be presented to government,for rewards for thieftakiog
affd expenses in discovering stolen property ; exclusive of the
Isrge stores that are occasionally accumulated at the police-of-
fice of articles too numergus to mention, taken from reputed
thieves, for which no claimants appear, and which disappear
from time to time by a species of conjuration that few can fath-
om the arcaoa of : for I hold this to be nothing but the envious
slanders of those who bave no share in the loaves and fishes.

In regard to public works, not, as in other countries, do you
follow the pernicious plan of commencing them at that season of
the year that ensures fine weather for their completion, to the
manifest prejudice, and very great anaoyance of the jobber, and
coutractor, who are consequently deprived of all possible ex-
cuse for the imperject discharge of their updertaking, or the
protraction of it, until another job can be got; and whereby
the opportunity of peculation iz hmited by circumsenbing the
period of employment. By your plan, however, these evils are
most happily aveided ; you generally commence public works
at that period of the year, that wust pecessarily retard their
completion at least for apother-season, if not two; thus afford.
ing the citizen at whose cosfthese works are performed, the
pleasure consequent upon delay, when he most ardently desires
expedition; and to the undertaker, the pleasing prospect of
having the same work to do over agaig, at no very distant pe-
riod.

But, gentlemen, that on accouat of which the citizens of this
place stand most indebted to you, is the very satisfactory, man-
ser in which you have accounled to them for the appropriation
of public monies. You do oot perplex the illiterate with pro-
hix details of things, perhaps imcomprehensible to their weak
miods, gor weary the indolent by making them wade through
Ieng columns of pounds, shillings, and pence, before they arrive
at the conclusion, 'That troublesome practice has been aban-
doned by you; let others pursue it ; happily for pubhc of§-
cers,it is done away in Moutreal. What trouble aod inconve-
nience are spared the public, by your simple, but yet admira-
ble plan! And who would have thought that the merit of com-
pressing inte one single line that which, in other countries, oc-
cupies whole pages of foolscap, by the substitution of the single
words, sundry sums, expended at divers times and places, for
sundry purposes, was reserved for your genius to accomplish.
1o truib, gentlemen, the beanties of your system, take it all in
all, bid defiance to illustration, its advastages challenge defini-
tion; and what is puzaling sheve all, the public are acquies
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cent it excites no surprise, por is there any clue whereby the
mystery can be obtained. The iovention is your own, preserve
the secret, and transmit it to your stccessors, for a better lega-
cy you cay got bestow. .

1f,  proceeding thus far with the task X have undertaken to
perform, I should have omitted any thing material, 1 intreat
your indulgence,, 1 will endeavour inmy pext to make amends
for present defects. 1 pledge myself to you that my best ex.
ertions shall pot be wanting to bring your merit, in its trne light,
before the public, who, doubtless, will do you ample justice, and
readily supply 1 imagination that which the slender talents de-
voted to your cause has been unuble to perform.

PORCUPINE.

As a corollary, to the precediog letter, the remark euggests
itself that a bill having beeo brought 1nto the House of Assem-
bly for extending the power of justices of the peace, it would
be an highly useful and patriotic measure, to introduce a clause
wto it for extending thewr sense and knonledge, for unfortunate-
ly a great proportion of the four hundred and fifty seven jus-
tices of the peace that are apponted in Lower Capada, have
both more power, and less sense,tban they ought to have.

-

Ino my last oumber I was msled by the statemeots ip the
Montreal pspers, that the Assembly of Upper Capada bad vot- .
ed asum to put thetr constiluents i possesswon of ther pro-
ceedings, to suppose that the £100 voted, was to pay a reporter;
1 find, hewever, by the contiouation of the debate on that sub-
ject which has since come to haud, that the motion to appoiot
a reporter] was got rid of, by ooe to place that sum ju the hands
of the clerk, o pay for newspapers ; one, which Mr. Baldwin
very properly observed, west to destroy the object they had in
view, and which was therefore, very consistently supported by
Mr. Nichol, the advocate of every measure that can tend to de-
stroy the freedom of discussion, and of theé press. Uoless the
£100 be expended solely in the two papers, that are printed at
York, it can have no effect whatever, in puting thar constity-
enls 1 possession of their proceedings, forthough I, as the ed-
itor of the Free Press may come in for a share of it, with, per-
haps also the editors of the Halifax and New York papers, can
I or they give any reports of the debates at York beyond what
we may glean from the York papers ? And again, if £50 be
paid 1o each York editor, for a quantity of waste paper, to
serve the members of the assembly for their necessary occa-
sions, {for I cao not see for what other purpose 100 copies at
least of each could serve,) how could there either be any cex-
tainty that the edjtors will employ repqrters at all, or, if they
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de, that they will employ capable persons? In short, the plan
that has been adopted; is perfectly ougatory, deceptive, and de:
siructive of 1ts professed object. * I am anxious to see a better
plan pursued by the House of Asiembly of Lower Canada ;. on
which accouat it 1,&in order that they may be upon their guard
against the insidious subterfuges, which the enemies of political
information god discussion have recourse to, that I have been
wove detailed on this subject, than otherwise its' importance
might seem to require. I can oot, however, quitit, without .
giving the following cxtract fiom the reply made by Mr, Wl '
son, the eriginal proposer, to Mr. Nichol,as eviaciog the sound-
est priociples of freedom, with the most judicious application of b
them, to the case in question. W
» “Ina free country, every subject has a share in the govera- 4
ment, and, therefore, every subject has not only-a right, but is P
in duty bound, to enguire into the maoner inwhich justice is
administered, and into the public:measures proposed or "pursu-
ed; because, by such enquiry, he may discover that some of
the judgments pronounced, or the measures followed, tend to-
wards the overturoing of the liberties of hisicountry.; and, by _
making such 'a discovery is time, and acting strenuously, ac-
cording o his station, against them, their effects may be disap-
ointed.” , - . "
d On the subject also of the want of precedent 'being urged a-
gainst his motion, he shrewdly observed thaty “gentlemen talk-
ed very loudly of precedents, and brought forward the alledged
rules of the British parliament’ to defeat his motion; but he
would:ask those gentlemen, if the. precedents st home, and the
rules of the British parlizment had guided them io their decis-
ions upon other cases? They well koew that they did not; and

Lo
he was sure they would not ‘on future occasions, where it might %
be convenient to overlook them. Where, he would ask, iy
would those gentlemen who assumed so- much parliament- g;ﬁ

-
A,

ary koowledge on the present occasion, and who appeared to
talk more about precedents than any other individuals, find a
precedent for paying a sheriff for doiog his duty ? No where
at home. 1t was contrary to all precedent to pay a sheriff any
thing for bis services; yet those honoursble membeys who op-
posed the present motion, did pot think it uoprecédented or un-
parliamentary, to vote aooual salaries to those officers, although
it was, furthermore, well knowu to the House aud to the coun-
try, that the emoluments of (heir offices were amply' sufficieat- !
to compensate them. They had also district-schools for the
education of young men who were bred up to the Iaw, aud whea
such iostitutions were supported by the House, contrary to the
precedents of England, he did not expect that; ‘in arguing the
present question, there would be any mention of precedents.”

Is not this also equally and forcibly applicable to Lower Cag-
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"

. ‘E% TueRE WILL BE NG UNION. This prophetic assertion iz
oo iBoth dismaying aud'annoymg_to the. Scotch faction ; and they
. «ishigxp upoa 1t as grating t o their feelings, avd make many feeble
7 ”/‘v x‘;}' sttempts to hldt} (hex_r chagrin aud conviction of defeat, ucder
" yery palpable distortions of language and sentiments attributed
to the British mimstry when that snbject has been agitated be-
Pl fore them. But we onght to do like: Hotspur, geta starhog,
- aad teach it to cry, no union, no union, ‘aud fet it hauot their
cooclaves, and their desks, their morning rides, aod midnight
-7 pillows, and that from a more charitable motive than induced
o “the Percy” to wish to present his chatltering 'bird to Boling-
:’7 broke; for the more they are used to that funereal cry to their -
i hopes, there wll be no union, the better will they be able to
bear the shock, when the dreaded catastrophe arrives, and ali ‘
! their dreams of despotic oppression, acd foul controul over the \
Kil free patives of these provinces, fade iuto thin air. 'Drownivg :
5? men-catch at straws, and, in defiance of Lord Loadonderry’s
positive declaration in parliament that “the union.was a meas-
: ure 1 which -the goverpment had no concern,” { which one of
their organs actually had the ideotism to slledge was spoken in
afit of 1eanity,) tbe papers in their fnterest, attempt to
argue, from an extiact of a letter to Mr. Commissioner Robin-
sou, to Major Hillier, dated Loodon, 27¢th August 1822, both
that the hateful ynicn-bill originated with ministers, aud that
they are “resolved to pursue it with avidity .n the epsuing ses-
sion” Before pointing out the fallacy of the conclusions they
draw, from premises that ought to be considered as having a
bearing almost the direct contrary way, I will just pownt ong
what 1 conceive to be the real meaning, both of that unfounded
assertion (o call it'by o worse a pame) that the goveraor was
adviged tg make in his openiog speech, nemely “that His Ma-
jesty’s ministers had proposed the uoion-bill to.parliament,”
and of that expression of Lord Londonderry’s that is in direct
contradiction to that assertion. The bill was ever thought of
by mipistry, but (the eggs having been sent over from the junto
here) was hatched in a private conclave of those London mer-
chants, Inglis Ellice & Co. and M*Tavigh Fraser & Co. who
are also the parents of the late shameful act that has been passed
for the regulation of the fur-trade, and who, (and I speak from
experience, for I know them all personally,) invariably aim at
the prosecution of their own private views in whatever they re
commend to government. I will not at present stop to enquire
into, or detail, the.means by which those two houses acquired
the ear of governtnent, and have been, excepting the official re-
ports transmitted by (the Governors of Cansda, for a series of
years, almost the only channels through which representations
have been made, or information sought, respecting Canada,
whilst it may readily be copceived that those representations
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sbd informations were necessarily nothing, else than those of the
few Scoth traders with whom they were convected; but pro-
ceed to explam’ that, although Mr. Ellice, the only member of
parliament in those firms, is an opposition-member, the, other
partners in them, (all Scotchmen,) are leading loyal,men in the
city of London, and have constaut intercourse, and considerable,
weight, with mipisters. Now it was previously privately com-

municated to, I believe, lord Bathurst first, and by him to his =

colleagues, that such a project would be proposed in Parha-
ment, and that it wus strengly recommendable by the increased
power, patronage, and command of funds. it would throw into
the hands of the crown, by setting at rest the question of the civ-
il-list,.and deciding itin favour of the views of goveroment.~
Upoa this beiog shewn to be the case, ministers, rather eagerly,
said they would support it, if brought in; and Mr. Ellice, who
is otherwise a strong advocate, for the people’s rights, and an
enemy of whatever bears against them, was blinded by the ad-
vantages which would accrue to his Scotch friends, both on this,
aod on that side ofthe water, and consented to be the introducer
and advocate of the measure. It was therefore a measure in
Lord Londonderty’s words, “in which the government had no;
concern,” that is, in its projectiop ov introduction; but as, in
addition to the personal motives weighiog with them as being
calculated to incregse the power and patronage of administra-
tion, to an incalculable and indeed unconstitutional extept, very
gross misrepreseutations were added, that it was an object

highly desired by all the people of Cauada, and they were, up- .

on the whole, led to ganction it by their support; so the asser:
tion that midisters proposed it to parhament, may be so faz de-
fended, inasmuch as, by their subsequent approbation of it,
whep it came before them, they may be said to have adopted it
as their own. ‘

But to dissect those paris of Mr. Robinson’s lelter, on which

stress has beeo laid, as shewing that ministers were actually the .

proposess of the bill. He says that the ucder-secretary of state
declared that “it originated entirely with His Majesty’s govero-
ment, and was not at the iustauce of either province,” and this
was in answer to the suggestion that it was a measure urged
by Upper Canada, thro’ its agent, in opposition to the interests |
and wishes of Lower Canada. What waa this but statiog the
fact, that it was applied for by neither of tbe provinces ¢ no one
here ever said it was; it was only a few interested, partisl, dom-
ineering, Scotchmen who applied for it; aud the statement of
its haviog originated with government, wes nothing more than
that mivisters had adopted and sanctioned the project of the
state gpacks, who have endeavoured to uodermine our consti-
tution. But Mr. Robinson further says, he has no doubt “as
to the gresent determivation of ministers to pass the bill during
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pext session.”Oaly loak at thedate of the letter, aud whep we re-
flect that the bill was postponed,for the avowed purpoee of giving
the people of Canada ap opportunity of expressing theit seatr-
meats on the question,& that these sentiments have unequivocal-
ly,decidedly&triumphantly been expressed agamst it,{for,the ten

thousaud signatures of learned and well educated - pedlars, shop-

boys, swappers, cutters, and couuterfeiters, are as, a drop in &
bucket,) can the idea be’ for 8 moment telerated that the _then

present determination of mipisters, which was founded upon the '

erropeotts conviction they were then under, that it 'was a meas
sure both desiredy; and desirable for, the people of these pro-
vinces, will be'their now present determigation ? But the words
and figures folowing are of themselves a complete refutation of
the consequences, so ingeniously attempled to be twistcd out of
Mr. R:Jbinson’s letter, pamely, “dated Loodon, 27th August,
1822/ ' ;

I cao not conclude this article without strongly recommend-
jog to the public an attentive perusal of the “Considerationsup-
on the expediency of the Union,” submitted to Lord Bathurst,
by Mr. Robinson the Attorney-gencral and agent of Upper
Caoada, printed amongst the other papers relative to the mis-
sion of that gentleman, by order of the House of Assembly of
the Upper province, and Pepublished in the Canadian Specta-
tor of 19th inst. It is replete with temperate discussion, and
fair argument, warped a little, as might naturally be expeated,
by views more immedrately conected with the separate inter-
ests of Upper Canada, thag with the * geveral welfare of both
proviaces; but deprecating ‘the union upon the giounds of its in-
efficacy to ‘attain even the objects for which its proposers
maintaia it to be'the only means. Itistoo long for me to re-

ptint, but it ought to make part of any, collection that may be )

wade of the dacuments, and essays, relative. to the present po-

litical state of these provinces, two of which appear to be upon

the anvil agreeably to the advertisements jssued. * L. L. M.
- i

r 2

It is progosed to collect, and publish, by subscription, in one
vol the proceedings of the constatutional meetings 1 Lower and
Upper Canada, mith the speeches delivered on those occastons ;
and the official documents relatwe to the projected union ; to-
gether mith a-selectron of the best essays that have appeared on
the subject,wn the Canadian papers.

Qffice of the Gazelte Canadienne, 27th Nov. 1822,

[

(ZRINTED AT BURLINGTON, VERMONT.]
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