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THE

MWresbpierian PIIgasfote

Vou L. AUGUST, 1843. No. 8.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE.

Sir.—The following article appeared some time ago in the Secession
Magazine. It produced considerable excitement among some of the
Establishments.  As the intolerant spirit is at present rampant, the repub-
lication of it may do good.

P.

ToLeraTION, in regard to religion, is inconsistent with an established
church and a gross insult to dissenters,

An established church has & creed sanctioned and & clergy paid by the
state. The clergy are engaged upon the express condition, that they
preach and interpret the Bible in consistency with the state creed. With
them the Bible is not the standard of religion, for the state creed is made
the standard of the Bible, and the ultimate standard of all religion. An
assembly of all the state clergy, though they be convinced that the state
ereed is not consistent with the Bible, cannot, without the consent of the
state, make the least alteration in the creed. "Fhey may connive at, but
they dare not sanction a departure from it. If any clergyman have the
censcience or the audacity to preach according to the Bible, but not in
consistency with the state creed, and persevere in the practice, the General
Assembly will have no other alternative than to depose him.

According to the natural coustitution of an established church, the sub-
jects are to believe that the state creed is perfect ; and that every. depar-
ture from it is error. 'When a state therefore tolerates a departure from
its own creed, or, in other words, makes the preaching of error legal, 1t
treats the creed .vith contempt, and departs from jte assumed duty, as
guardian of the people’s religion.

~The state which sanctions the ereed acts the part of a tutor or governor
towards the subjects, who are treated as minors, incapable of judging for
themselves. From the manner in which the clergy are paid, and the sup-
posed incapactiy of the people, the state naturaily, and as in duty bound,
chooses the clergy.

Among the Jews, it is said, there was an established church; that
church, however, was far different from any of the modern established
churches. Tt is true that the political and ecclesiastical states of that
nation were connccted, were under the same government. The nation
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178 Toleration, in regard to Religion.

constituted the church, and the church constituted the kingdom, which
was of this world. The choosing of the priests, the people, end the place
of worship ; and the framing of the creed and all the laws of that church,
were the work of him who alone is infallible ; even Jehovah who was their
king, and chose David to rule under him. He who established thut church
gave no toleration to the least departure from the creed or any of the laws ;
but said, ‘*Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are
written in the book of the law to do them.” That church was typical
of, and preparative to the Christian church. Jesus whose kingdom is not
of this world, as mediator, now sits on David’s throne ; namely the throne
of the Christian church, which has never been constituted a nation or
kingdom of this world, The members of the church, as men, are subjects
of various kingdorms, and in duty bound to observe the laws of their res~
pective kingdoms ; but as Christians, they are the subjects of Him alone
who is King of kings, and Lord of lords. As the surrounding] nations
had no right to make laws fur, or to interfere with the arrangements of,
the Jewish church ; so the nations in which Christians reside have no
right to make laws for, or interfere with the government of the Christian
church. The choosing of the people and the rulers, and the framing of
the creed, and all the laws of the kingdom of Christ is the prerogative of
King Jesus alone.

They who imagine that the higher powers of every nation, after the
example of God, should establish a church, seem not to be aware that the
task requires infallibility ; and that He to whorn all power in heaven and
earth is given, has not required any such thing from the hand of man.

Churchmen {requently say, that dissenters have @ toleration, an unlim-
ited toleration, what more would they have? What more can they reas-
onably desirc? Would it not be a gross insult, were the state, after rob-
bing = man of affluence of his all, and then supporting him in a poor-
house, to say to him, you bave plenty of food and clothing, what more
would you have? 'What more can you desire ? *

The state after it had assumed an illegitimate authority and thereby
robbed the people of their inalienable right, did, by the toleration act, .
restore to dissenters that of which they had been robbed, with the charac-
ter of being weak in the intellect, and of having departed from the truth.
The Bible is a message from the most high to man, which every one
should read and endeavor to understand. 1t is the duty, and the inalien-

. able privilege of every man, not only to peruse his Bible, but also to
receive religious instruction from those who seem best qualified to give it.
We are not aware, that any state has a delegated authority from Heaven
to interpret the Scriptures; or that any power on earth has a right to
interfere between man and his Maker. The extent of the magistrate's
authiority is satis{actorily defined in the thirteenth chapter of the epistle to

» Some: of the dicsenting ministere in Edinburgh have actually had their
furniture sold to pay the established clergy.
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the Romuns. The inspired writer, afier saying, *“Let every soul be subject
to the higher powers,” and stating the various reasons why they should be
subject, in verses 7, 8, and 9, specifies that which every Christian should
do, and that which he should not do, in subjection to the civil magistrate :
‘“ Render, therefor2, to all their dues; tribute to whom tribute is due;
custom to whom custom ; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor.
Owe no man any thing but to love one another ; for he that loveth another
hath fulfilled the law. For this, thou shalt not commit adultery, thou
shalt not kill, thou shalt not steal, thou shalt not covet ; and if there ba
any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, name-
ly, thou shalt love thy neighbur as thyself. Tlie duties here specified,
which, the Apostle says, include every thing that is required of Christians,
as subjects of the higher powers, are merely and only the civil duties
between mon and man. Afier rehearsing the latter five commandments
of the decalogue, the inspired writer adds, * If there be any other com-
mandment” (the observance of which falls under the cognizance of the
higher powers, ) *it is briefly comprehended in this saying, thou shalt love
thy neighbor as thyself.” From this we have unquestionable grounds for
believing that the observance of the first, second, third, fourth and fifth
commandments do not come within the province of the civil magistrate.
The higher powers, therefore, assumed an illegitimate authority, (that is
went beyond their province,) and thereby robbed the people of their
inalienable right when they made and enforced Jaws respecting the creed
which the subjects should believe, and the places of worship which they
should attend, By the toleration act dissenters are permitled to enjoy
their inalienable right. Toleration, which is an allowance given to that
which is not approved, implies that dissent is an evil, an evil which the
state has a right to suppress, TWhen a tutor declares that he gives one
of his pupils a licence to depart from propriety, if we do not question the
tutor’s fidelity, we naturally believe the pupil to be weak in the intellect.
In like manner, when the state which assumed the guardianship of the
people’s religion, passes an act of tuleration in favor of dissent from the
state religion, churchmen naturally believe that dissenters are wesk 1n the
intel’ect.  About thirty years ago when a Rev, churchman who had suc-
ceeded his father in one of the Western isles of Scotland, heard a dis-
senting minister preach, he veas astonished, and said, * I always thought
the dissenters were silly, ignorant people, but thet is a sensible man.”
Justice to dissenters requires, that the state renounce its illegitimate autho-
rity, and keep within the provinee which the Sovercign of the vniverse hag
assigned to it by taking cogmzance only of the civil duties between man and
man. it is readily admitted that every magistrate should act the part of &
Christian, When he acts the pert of a christian, he uses the weapons ap-
pointed by the Captain of Salvation which are ull defensive, except the
sword of the spirit which is the word of God. VWhen he acts as civil
magistrate, he uses the weapons appointed by the state, which are
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all compulsory,  Feeles, 8: 4. ¢« Where the word of a king is, thera
is power.”
Puraneruss,

TIHE DEITY OF CHRIST,
«Ing particular Redemplion proved from Romans 8: 32.

‘¢ Hr that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how
shall He not with Him also freely give us all things ??

It is utterly impossible, I humbly conceive, to reconcile this text with
the principles, either of Socinians, Arians or Armenians. Socinians say,
God has given us & Man, and therefore, he will give us all things.
Arians say, God has given us an Angel, and therefore he will give us all
things ; both say, God hath given us a creature, and therefore, he will give
us all things. How absurd such inferences! Does not every persen see
that, God might give a man or an angel, or any other crenture, and yet
not giveall things, Ifhe give the greater, he will doubtless give the
less; but it does not thence foliow, that, because he gives the less, he
will give the greater. To rcason thus, my benefactor has given me a
penny, and therefore he will give me a thousand pounds ; ur, he has
given me a small garden, and therefore he will give me a large estate,
would surely be very absurd and inconclusive. Still more absurd and
inconclusive would the inspired Apostle’s reasoning be, according to Soci-
nians and Arians, Hence we are brought to the following conclusion,
that if we would not charge the Apostle with the most absurd and incon-
clusive regsoning, we must reject as erroneous the Socineun and Arian
systems. The Calvinistic systcm on the contrary, exhibits the Apostle’s
reasoning as beautiful and conclusive. 'Whilst the Socinian says, God has
given a man, and the Arian says, God has given an angel, the Calvinist
says, and with him the Arminian here agrees, God has given his own
Son, his equal in all divine perfections, und therefore, he will give us all
things. He hath given us an Infinite Gift, and therefore he will give us
ull minor gifts ; He will give grace and glory, and will withhold no good
thing from them that walk uprightly. He gives like a King, he gives like
a God. Yiewing in this light the forcible reasoning of the Apostle, well
may we join with him in his pious and devout exclamation : < thanks be
unto God for his unspeskable gifi.” From the names, titles, attributes,
works and wosship ascribed in Scripture to our Lord Jesus Christ, his
eternal power and Godhead may be completely established. His Supreme
divinity may be also inferred from a2 multitude of detached portions of
Seripture. 1t is very remarkable that, the above test gives indirect but
?on'erﬁxl evidence, in suppott of another doctrine of the Calvinistic system,



The Deity of Christ, 181

viz., the doctrine of Particular Redemption. In maintaining this doctrine,
the Calvinist stands alone, He says, that God, in sending his son design-
ed the salvation of those and those slone, who shall be ultimately saved ;
he aflirms moreover that Jesus Christ, in dying upon the cross, designed
the salvation of thusc only and none other. The Arminian, on the other
band, maintains that God, in sending his son, and Christ in dying, designed
the salvation of the whole human family, Now, if this be so, it appears
that, the sinful conclusion would inevitably follow, that the designs of God
the Father and of Jesus Christ his son, are frustrated ; that these divine
persons are dissppointed, and consequently, they must be unhappy. It
appears a sclf-evident truth, that neither the Deity, nor any other intelli~
gent being, can design to do that which he knows at the seme time
v.i'" neverbe done. God knew iiom all eteruity, with a certain and nfal-
lible knowledge, that ali mankind weuld never be saved, and therefure, 1t
was = the nature of things impossible, that he should design and intend
the salvation of all manhind. Let any man try to design to do, what he
believes he will never do, and he will find it impossible.

Besides this argument taken from the reason and nature of things,
proofs of the doctrine of particular redemption, at once clear and nu-
merous, may be derived from the sacred volume. I shall quote only one
text, which, though a superficial thinker might suppose to be against us,
nevertheless is qute sufficient of itself, to establish the doctrine. The
Apostle argues that, if Gud hus given the greater gift ho will also give the
less ; if he has given Christ he will give all things. The Arminian de-
nies the conclusiveness of this reasoning ; he aflirms, that God may give
the greater and not give the less ; that he may give Christ, and rot give
all things ; that ke may give Christ, aad not give Heaven. He affirms
that God has given Christ for all mankind, but denies that he will give
Heaven to all mankind. Thus it appears that the Arminian doctrine of
universal redemption contradicts the reasoning of an Apostle. If there-
fore, the Apostle’s doctrine be true, the Arminiun’s doctrine must be false,
The Arminian may ask, did not God give his son for us ali? yes, cer-
tairily, for all those mentioned in the antecedent contest, for all those whom
he foreknew, predestinated, called, justified and glorified. These are the
all for whom he gave his Son, and these are the all to whom he will give
all things. e gives not all things to any but these ; and therefore, it was
for these only that he gave his well beloved Son. Let none then, deny the
doctrine of particular redemption,—a doctrine which Seripture proves and
reasun demonstrates,—let none cavil at it as if it put v barner ig the way
of their salvation. Let none say, that if God did not give his son for me,
and if Christ did not die for me, I cannot be saved. Were 2 rope thrown
to you when drowning you would not thus cavil, you would not thus say,
if this rope were not designed fur me 1 cannot be saved, No! you would
seize the rope immediately and struggle for your life. Shew the same
wisdom with regard to your soul. Christ is offered to you freely,
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vooept God's unspeatablo gift ; reeeivo tho Redoemor us offired to you in
tho Gospel, and then you may say with the Apostle and all the Suints,
** He that spaved not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how
shall Ho not with Him also tyeely give us ull thinga.”

A Suvmscuser,

MOTIVES 10 YOUTHIUL PIETY,

1t is commanded by God. * Remember now thy Creator in the days of
thy youth." Whose ordinanco is this?  God's.  The eternal and omnip-
otent God interposes with his authovity, and enjoins tho practice of piety
upon every youth of cither sex. And he is a rebel ngainst heaven, and
setting out in life a traitor to the Most High, who is not giving his heart
to love God—his life to glorify him. Religion is not ouly your duty at
some time, but your duty netw. It never will or can be more binding upon
your conscience than it is et this moment.

Youtl: is the only season of wiich you can be certain,  You may die, as
millions have done, in the morning of your life. Your sun may go down
ere it is vet noon ; and, in that case, should you neglect religion, no other
opportunity of attending to its momentous duties will ever bo afiurded
you. There may be but a step botween you and death ; and from death
to the bottomless pit is but one step more, for all who die without reli-
gion.

If you should live, and live to old age, the great probability is, that if you
neglect religion in youth, you will neglect it for ever. 'The mind is never
likely to be more at leisure, nor more inclined to religion than it is at this
moment ; on the contrary, its impediments and its disinclinations are suro
to increase. Moreover, nothing short of the grace of God can convert the
soul ; and is he likely to bestow that grace hereafler, which is refused and
despised noww ? By far the greater part of those who ever become pious,
are made so in their youth. 1f, therefore, you decide to put off this con-
cern now, you will put it off, in all probability, for ever. You ought to
feel as if this were the only accepted time ; as if all eternity depended on
the present hour ; for it probably does,

Youth is the most favorable time, and that on every account. Cares,
anxieties, and perplexities are few——the faculties of the soul are vigorous—
the senses and energies of the body are lively—the heart susceptible—tho
conscience tender—-the habits flexible.

*Tis granted, and no plainer truth appears,

Qur most imporiant are our earliest years;

The mind improvable and soft, with easo

Imbibes and copies what she hears and seos;

And through life’s labyrinth holds fast the clue,

That education gives her, false or true. Cowrer,
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When the minud is full of the cares of a family, or of a businesy, or the
heart hardened by a long coursn of sin, or the conscience bonumbed by
repeatod acty of resistance, or the soul grown carcloasly familiur with ol
the most sulemn to ies of roliplon, is it thon « more suitable or likely time
for beginning attention to piety ?

Early piety is propitious to our temporal comfort, na well as to our cter-
nnlwelfure, ¢ Godlingss is profitable to all things, huving the promise of
tho lifo thut now is, and of thut which is to come.” 1 Tim, 3.8. If, on the
contrary, it wero inimiesl to all our interests in this world ; if it prevonted
us from ever gaining wealth, and doomed us to nbject poverty ; if it drove
us out from sucioty, and confined usg to convents and mouasteries, yen, to
caves and dons of the earth ; if'it made us objects of universal dread and
detestation ; if it impaired our health, and required us to ond n miserablo
life by the agony of martyrdom ; if it converted earth into u wilderness,
where not gne spot of verdure, nor one spring of consolation wag to bo
found ; if, in short, it transformed our world into a purgatory, and our
sojourn in it, into o term of unmixed torment ; etill, if it were necessary
for the eternal salvation of our immortel aoul, we should be fools to neglect
it; how much moro thon, when it blesses us for time, as well as makes us
happy for eternity ; when it softens the cares, swectens the comforts, pro-
tects tho interests of earth, as well as guides us to the felicity of heaven.
it guards our health, by kecping us from those vices which impar it
plants a fence around our property, by saving it from those sins tha: waste
it ; preserves our peace of mind, by restraining us from those actions
which disturb it ; makes us frugal, industrious, and trust-worthy ; and
thus sprends its wings over all that is most valuable in life ; while, on
those very wings, it raises us to glory, honor, and immortality.

It is the most happy life, and can you be happy too scon?  Its ways are
ways of pleasantness, and all its paths are peace. lts privileges and its
duties, its present influence and its future prospects, ull lead to happiness,
If it could moke Clementine and Martha peaceful, composed, happy in
death ; ifit could enable them, and thousands like them, to turn with o
smile from the altar to the tomb, to accept with tranquility the shroud
instead of the bridal attire, und to quit with unmurmering acquiescence
the most brilliant prospects, for the dark valley of the shadow of death ;
if its capacity and power to bless could not be destroyed even by thess
eircumstances ; if it can make the soul joyous under the uplified dart of
the King of Terrors—can it be otherwise than a never failing spring of
delight amidst the scenes, the trials, the comforts, and the activities of
life ?

It is the most honorable life > and can you be invested with its rich and
valuable distinctions too early? It is said, that ¢ Jabez was more honor-
able than his brethren, 1 Chron. 4. 9. And why? Because he wasg
more pious, God bears the same testimony, where he says,  Since thou
was pracious in my sight, thou hast been honorable, and Y have loved
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thee,”  Isainh a3, 4. Tho pious neo honorable in their birth; for they
are born from shove, born of Qod, and aro his sons and doughtors by
regenoration, "They are honorable by their titles and relutions ; for they
uve thy citizons of Zion, thoe servants of Christ, the wards of angols, the
children of Gad, 'They aro hanorablo by their character, for they are the
possessors of truth, the conguarors of Satan, the competitors for the crown
of glory, and the imitntors of God. They are honorable in their desting,
for they are going on to sit down with Christ on his throne, oven as he
avercame and ix sat down with his Father, on his throue.  They arc hon-
orable row ; their glory stnll shine forth at e last day, when tho honorsy
ot earth and time shall sct amidst the smoke of a burning world ; and their
honors shall flourish upon their brow  with amaranthyne beauty und fresh-
ness through clernity,

Picty is the most wscfel life: and can you tao speedily begin to be a bless
ing toothers 7 Roligion will keep you from deing hurm by the poison of bad
peinciples, or the silent pestilence of an evil example. It will keep you us
you pass along tho path of lifo, from seducing othors into thoe bye-paths of
immorality and infidelity ; from ifucrensing the grouns and multiplying
the tears of humanity : from blasting the temporal interests and ruining the
immortal soul of your fellow creatures. ¢ My principles,” snid a dying
infidel, ** have poisoncd my friend, my extravagance has begpared my
wife, and my example has corrupted my boy,” Hervible confession ! Re-
Jigion would have prevented all this. It leads none by its influouce to the
hospital, to the work-houso, to the juil, to the hulks, to the gibbet,
or tothat last gencral and eternal receptacle of lost souls—the Dlot-
tomless pit : on the contravy, it tends to keep from all these. Itis e
source of instruction to the ignorant, of alms to the needy, of consolation
to the wretched, of virtue to the immoral. of holinoss to the wicked, and
salvation to the lost. It blesses by the silent yet potent influence of exam-
ple; by the efficacy of prayoer; by the diffusionjof propesty ; by the ac-
tive power of a holy life; and the passive power of a happy death.  Would
you begin the world and pass through it, thon, a blessing to your species,
*« Remember your Creator in the days of your youth."”

Religion in youth will, if you should live to bo old, accumulate upon you,
tha comforts, the honors, and the respects of an aged disciple.  Yours will
be the hoary crown of righteousness, the old man's glory. Yours will
be the calm summer avening of along and holy day. The young will
look up to you with veneration, the middle aged for counsel, and all with
affection. There is something both of awful and of amiable goodness in
a disciple of Christ, that has passed in honor the probation of seventy or
eighty years. Not only is he esteemed and valued in the church, but
even the mfidel is abashed before his august and God-like presence.

It is a powerful motive to early piety, that it would gladden the hearts
of your parents by putting an end to the most distressing solicitude con-
cerning you, answering their most fervent prayers, gratifying their most
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forvent wishes, vowarding thoir most anxlons labors, and rwakening thoeir
most exalted hopes. O, gladden tho soul of your father, nnd caure your
mother's heast to sing for joy.

Mullitudes have regretied that they were not pious in youth, none have
vegretied that they were. Trom the midst of deep and complicated cares,
sorrows, sins and reproaches on earth ; and from the midst of still decper
and more complicated torment in hell, many have exclaimed with a horrid
emphasis of wo, **Would to God I had remembored my Crentor in the
dnys of my youth.,” On tho other hand, how 1aany, daring the trials of
their pilgrimngo below, upon the hed of denth, and surrounded by the
oxcellont glory in heaven, have said, in o rapure of gratitude, *¢ Adored
be that grace which led my youthful feet into tho paths of piet-.”

Religion commenced in youth, and sustained through « long life, in tine
varying consistency, will be follmoed and crowned with future honors in the
heavenly world. There aro different dogrees of glory in heaven; the
nature of the case proves it, and the word of God cenfirms it: and the
fact is presented in scripturo as an incentive to diligence, a stimulus to
exortion. Salvation I know, ir all of grace ; and justification before God,
is by fuith, without works ; no man will have the smallest ground for
boaating that he has deserved or obtained heaven by his own doings : one
universal shout of ** Grace, grace,” will burst from the lips of redeemed
millions as they turn their cyes to the Lumb who has bought them with
his blood—but still, thero, will be degrees of glory. Look up by fuith
into the heavenly kingdom, as it is revenled in the book of God ; see the
many thrones that are set, and the many crowns that are prepared for the
people of God,—ask the question, whose are the highest seats, and the
richest diadems ? and the oracles declare, theirs, who live longest, and do
most for the glory of God in Christ Jesus our Lord,

WHEREFORE, REMEMBER Y0OUR CREATOR IN THE DAYS OF YOUL
Youru.—Christian Magazine for 1840,

f

From Harris's “ Groat Commission.”
TEMPORAL BENEFITS
CONFERRED UPON THE HEATHEN BY THE INTRODUCTION OF CHRISTIANI Y
AMONG THEM.
InpEPENDENTLY Of the direct and spiritusl benefits, a host of minor ¢+«
magnificent temporal advantages have been gained, and which slone would
have amply repaid all the cost of the missionary effort. This is, as if in

attempting to ostimate the benefits of the Saviour’s mission, a contempo-
raneous inquirer who had only heard of him as a teacher sent from God,
s
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and had only thought cf spiritual results, should have had to make his way
to those results through the thronging and grateful ranks of those who had
been healed, and who insisted on presenting themselves first, asa part of
the fruits of that mission. And, indeed, what was the character of Christ,
but the character of his dispensation ?—and what was the design of his
divine mission, but that it shouid be the sourco and type of all the good
attending the march of his Gospel through the earth ?

Accordingly, we find, that cven where Christianity has, for obvious
reasons, produced but slender spiritual resul's, the inferior benefits which
it has scartered have rendered its progress through the nations as traceable
ag the overflowing of the Nile is by the rich deposit, and consequent fer-
tility which it leaves behind. This is a well-known subject of devout
exultation in many of the inspired epistles. The apologies of the fathers
prove it ; and the records of profane history unintentionally, but abund-
antly confirm it. Every city which the Gospel visited presents itself in
proof of its corrective influence; and every nation we enumerated in the
preceding chapter stands forward as a Witness to the same effect. It pro-
duced cherity even in Judea, humility at Athens, chastity at Corinth, end
humanity at Rome, cleansing her imperial amphitheatre of humsn blood,
and evincing thet her boasted civilization had been only a splendid bar-
barisw. Softened by its influence, the Armenizn, says Jercme, lays down
his ruiver, the tuns learn to sing the praises of God, the coldness of
Scythia is warmed by the glow of faith, and the armies of the Goths carry
about tents for churches. Theodosius and Justinian took much of their
codes from it inspired lips; and thus the Gospel may be said to have
read laws to the Visigoths and Burgundians, the Franks, snd Saxons,
Lombards and Sicilians., On the Irish, as well as on many other nations,
it bestowed & writien Janguage, and mads Ireland for centuries the univer-
sity of Europe. 1t raised the German barbarien into & man ; and eleva-
ted the wandering hordes of the Saxons, Marchomani, and Bohemians,
into civilized communities. It approached the Dane, and he forgot his
piratical habits ; and the Swede and Norwegian stayed within their own
boundaries, and ceased to ba & general terror. It called the Russians,
Silesians, and Poles to take rank among the nations, won the Livonians
and Portuguese from their idols, and taught the Lithuanians s worship
superior to that of reptiles, or of the sun.

Viitue went out of it in every age, and wherever it came. The Roman
empire was rushing to ruin; the Gospel arrested its descent, and broke
ite fall. Nearly all the nations of Europe which we have named were
sitting at a feast on human flesh, or immolating human victims to their
gods : it called them sway from the horrid repast, and extinguished their
unholy fires, The northern invasion poured a new world of barbarism
over Christian lands; the spirit of Christianity brooded over the chaotic
mass, and gradually gave to it the forms of civilized life. Where it could
not shoathe the sword of war, it at least humanized tho dreadful art, L~
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found the gervant a slave, and broke his chains, It found the poor, the
mass of mankind, trampled under foot, and it taught them to stand erect,
by addressing whatever is divine in their degraded nature. It found wo-
man, one half of the species, in the dust, and it extended its protecting
arm to her weakness, and raised, and placed her by the side of wman,
Sickly infancy aud infirm old age were cast out to perish : it passed by,
and bade them live, preparing for each a home, and becoming the tender
nurse of both.

Yes, Christianity found the heathen world without a single house of
mercy. Search the Byzantine Chronicles, and the pages of Publius Vic-
tor; and though the one describes all the public edifices of ancient Con-
stantinople, and the other of ancient Rome, not a word is to be found in
either of a charitable institution. Search the uncient marbles in your
museums ; descend and ransack the graves of Herculaneum and Pompeii,
and question the many travellers who have visited the ruined cities of
Greece and Rome, and see, if amid all the splendid remains of statues
and amphitheatres, baths and granaries, temples, aqueducts and palaces,
mausolenms, columns, and triumnphsl arches, a single fragment or in-
scription can be found ¢ telling us that it belonged to a refuge for human
want, or for the alleviation of human misery.” The first voluntary and
public collection ever known to have been made in the heathen world for
a charitable object, was made by the churches of }Iacedonia for the poor
saints in Jerusalem. The first individual known to have built a hospital
for the poor, was a Christian widow. Search the lexicons for interpreting
the ancient Greek authors, and you will not find even the names which
divine Christianity wanted by whicb to designate her houses of charity—
she had to invent them. Language had never been called on to embody
such conceplions of mercy. All the asylums of the earth belong to her.

And, be it remembered that Christianity has accomplished much of
this under circumstances the most unfriendly to success. As yet it has
had but a very limited inflaence even in what are denominated Christian
countries. But yet, while bleeding herself at a thousand pores, she has
saved whole tribes from extermination, and comperatively staunched the
flow of human blood. Though & prisoner herself, and walking in chains,
she has yet gone through the nations proclaiming liberty to the captive,
ané the opening of the prison to them thatare bound. Even when Popery
had converted her creed into a libel on her name, it yet contained truths
which eclipsed the wisdom of Greece, and which consigned the mythology
of Rome to the amusement and riducule of cluldhood. Even there, where
her character was most misundersteod, so high had she raised the standard
of morals, that Sacrates, the boast of Greece, would have been deemed im-
pure; and Titus, the darling of Rome and of mankind, would have been
denounced a monster of cruelty. When disfigured to a degree which
would have made it difficult for her great spostle to have recognised her
—yet, like him, she went about ¢ as poor, yet making many rich; as
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having nothing, and yet possessing all things.” Herself the victim of
universal selfishness. she yet left on every shore which she visited ever-
lasting monuments that she had been there in the hospitalz and edifices of
charity, which lifted up their heads, and in the emullient influence swhich
stole over the heart of society.

We are warranted in aflirming, then, that, as far as the temporal wel-
fare of man is concerned, the history of the past demonstrates that even
the worat furm of Christianity is preferable to the vory best form which
heathenism ever knew. 1Who has not heard, for instance, of the atroci-
ties which men called Christians, committed in her abused name in South
America? Yet cven there, though her pretended priesthood was an army,
and though they hewed their path with the sword, her humanizing influ-
ence was quickly fclt. No longer are wives buried with their deceased
husbands in Gongo ; nor do the Aborigines of Florida quench the sup-
posed thirst of their idol with human blood. At Metamba they no longer
put the sick to deatk, nor sacrifice humar victims at funerals in Angola.
No longer do the inhabitants of New Spain offer the hearts of men in
sacrifice, nor drown their children in a lake to keep company with the
idol supposed to reside within it.

But why do we speak of other lands? Britain itself owes everything,
under God, to the influence of the Gospel. The cruelties of Rome did
not humanize, nor the northern superstitions enligh;en us. The Mission-
ary who first trode our shores found himself standing in the very temple
of Druidism. And wherever he turned ke heard the din of its noisy fes-
tivals, saw the cbscenity of its lascivious rites, and beheld its animal and
human victims. But Christianity had marked the island for its own.
And although its lofty purposes are yet far from being worled out on us,
from that eventful moment to the present, the various parts of he social
system have been rising together. Even wwhen most at rest, its influence
has been silently penetrating the depths of society. When most enfee-
bled and corrupted itself, its authority has been checking the progress of
social corruptivn, rendering law more protective, and power more right-
eous. When most disguised and repressed, its wisdom has been modify-
ing our philusophy, and teaching a loftier system of its own. A Howard,
sounding and circumnavigating the ocean of human misery, is only an
obedient agent of it philanthrophy. A Clarkson and a Wilberforce bave
only given utterance to its tender and righteous appeals for the slave. A
Raikes, a Bell, and a Lancaster, have simply remembered its long neg-
lected injunction, * Suifer little children to come to me.” While all its
Sabbaths, Bibles, and direct evangelical ministrations, are only the appre~
priate instrumentality by which it has ever been seeking to become the
power of God te our salvation, and preparing us for the office to which
Providence is now distinedy calling vs, to be the Christian ministers and
goissicparies of mankind.
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Abstract of the Proceedingslof the United Secesston Synod.

On Monday, the 1st May, the Synod of the United Secession Church
met in Broughton Place Church, Edinburgh, and wes opened by a sermon
by the Rev. John Smart, Leith, the retiring Moderator, from Matr, 5: 14.
« Ye are the light of tho world.” The court, having been constituted,
and the names of those ministers, who, since last mecting had died having
been taken from the roll ; and the names of those who had been ordamned
since last meeting, having been added to it, made choice of the Rev.
Andrew Elliott, Ford, to be Moderator.

e

Professors Mitchell and Duncan.

Communications fron: the Rev. Doctors Mitchell and Duncan—the
former of whom had conducted for seventeen years, and the lutter for
nine years, respectively, two departments in the Theological Seminary—
were read, the purport of which was, that in consequence of severe afilic-
tion, they now behoved to resign their sacred trusts into the hands of the
Synod. There was but one feeling of deep sympathy perveding the court
on the painful occasion. It was deemed the most respectful mode of
receiving these communications, to appoint 2 committee to meet and sug-
gest such measures to the court as the solemn oceasion obviously deman-
ded. In the evening the Commitee reported that there was no reasonable
hope that Professors Mitchell and Duncan would be restored to their
wonted health and usefulness, and that they felt themselves constrained to
recommend to the Synod to accept of their respective resignations—which
the Synod did ; and also appointed a committee to write a letter of affec-
tionate condolence to each.

On Friday the Synod proceeded to fill up the vacant Professorships of
Pastoral Theology and Biblical Literature. The leet for the first of these
contained the names of Dr. Marshall, Dr. Heugh and Dr. Harper. Dr.
Heugh declined on the grouad of deficient health, and Dr. Marshall, be-
cause he had outlived the period of eligibility. < I thank my friends,”
said he, * for putting me in nomination. Although 2 useless compliment,
¥ still regard it asa very high one.” Dr. Harper was elected.

The leet of candidates for the Chair of Biblical Luterature contained the
names of Rev. John Eadie, Dr. Xing, Rev. Win. Johnston, Limekilns,
and Dr. Mershall.  Dr, King and Mr, Johaston declined the appeintment,
BIr. Eadie wus chosen.

The case of Mr. Rutkerford.

A compiaint was laid before the Court that Mr. Rutherford had violated
an order of Synod, prohibiting their members from holding ministerial
intercourse with Mr. Morrison, of Kilmarnock, who was deposed for her-
esv,  Mr. Rutherford acknowledged that he had preached for Mr., Mor-
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ison since he had been deposed, and ferther, that he had assisted at the
ordination of Eldersin Mr. M's. congregation. Mr. Rutherford entered
into a defence and justification of his conduct. After a long discussion,
the Synod unarnimously agreed, ¢ That as Mr. R. fully admits that he
had preached for Mr. Morrison, and done all that is above alleged ; and
done it in direct and wilful contravention of the enactment of the Synod,—
he is guilty of gross contempt of the avthority of this Synod, aggravated
by the circumstances in which he is placed as appellaut against the sen-
tence of suspension pronounced upon him by the Presbytery of Stirling
and Falkirk; and, therefore, that unless he shall now, or at the ecom-
mencement of next Sederunt, acknowledge the irregularity of his con-
duct, express gorrow, and submit to a solemn rebuke for ssid offence, the
Synod cannot proceed to consider any question in which he is a party, or
acknowledge him as a minister or member of this Court.” Mr. Ruther-
ford then read the following statement,—*¢ T bow to the autbority of this
Synod in the Lord, and while retaining my private opinion of the natire
of the regulation which I violated, I admit thet in violating it I did act
irregularly ; and I deeply regret the irregularity, more especially because
it appears to many that I thereby contemned, intentionally, the authority
of this Synod, an idea which I utterly disclaim ; and I do regret the trou-
ble which this act of irregularity has occasioned the venerable fathers and
brethren of this Synod.” Mr. R. farther added that, if the Synod thought
it necessary, he was quite willing to submit to a rebuke. The Moderator
then solemnly rebuked him, and cautioned him to guard against any such
irregularities in future.

The Synod then took up the protest of Mr. Rutherford ageinst s finding
of the Presbytery of Stirling and Falkirk, the nature of which will be
understood from the following detail. At the last (preceding) meeting of
the Synod, a declaration of principles was given forth, authoritatively con-
demning various errors on points of faith and doctrine, which in substance
relate to the matters in controversy in Mr. Morison’s case, When Mr.
Rutherford’s case came to be tried before the Presbytery they agreed to
judge of the orthedoxy of his doctrines by the standard of this suthorita-
tive declaration. Agninst this finding of the Presbytery, Mr. Rutherford
protested and appealed, on the ground that this declaration was not a
standard of the Church, but the mere decleration of the opinions of 2 par-
ticular Synod.

Mir. Rutherford wes heard in support of his appeal, and two members
of Presbytery on its behalf, after which, the Synod agreed, without a
vote, to refuse the appeal lodged by Mr. Rutherford, and to sustain the
judgment of the Presbytery as regards the declaration of principles, it
being held to be an authoritative document. In the prosecution of the
case, Mr. Rutherford stated the doctrinal views which he held on the sub-
ject of the atonement, He did not deny that the atonement secured sal-
¥ation to any.—he believed that it did secure salvation to the elect; but
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he viewed the atonement in two lights,—first, as to the providing of 1t,
and second, as to the applying of itby God. In reference to the first
view, he believed thut the atonement did not secure salvation to any, but
rendered it equally possible to all ; but regarding the second, he believed
that it did secure salvation to the clect. God proposed to provide sn
atonement for all, but to apply it only to some. In the course of discus-
sion, Mr. McDowall of Alloa, quoted a passage from a work of Mr. Ruth-
erford’s, in which he expressly asserted, that the atonement secured salva-
tion to none—that God might have provided the atonement and stopped
there, without saving a single soul. Mr. Rutherford farther explained,
that when he said the atonement did not secure the salvation of any man,
he meant, that the atonement was not the cause but the means of salva-
tion ; that it was the love of God, displayed in his eternal purpose, that
secured the salvation of his people by means of the atonement. He stated
that there were two classes of Divine purposes, in relation to this matter,
which might be called prior and posterior ; that the former had respect to
the atonement simply as a means of saving sinners generally ; and that the
latter class applied to the atonement, when made to the salvation of his
elect people—that all these purposes, however, exist together, and are in-
separably connected with each other.

Parties having been removed, the Synod dismissed the protest and
appeal, and sustained the sentenece of the Presbytery, suspending Mr.
Rutherford.

Mr. Rutherford protested against the sentence of the Synod, by which
he had been suspended from the office of the holy ministry on grounds the
most unjust, for holding what he conceived to be the truth of God ; and
he should hold himself at liberty to exercise the office of the Holy ministry
notwithstanding the sentence of the Synod.

The Moderator then, in consequence of Mr. Rutherford's protest,
declared him to be no longer a ininisier or member of the Secession
Charch.

Thus ended one of the most objectless heresies which for a long time
have troubled the Christian Church.  If Mr. Rutherford thinks that he has
found out the secret of reconciling the purposes of election with the fres
call of the Gospel, he is much mistaken ; the difficulty is just where it
wag, and as it was, for him. His theory explains no scripture, removes
no difficulty, clears up no obscurity.—1It is one instance more, of the folly
of erecting religious opinions upon 2 metaphysical besis,

Mr. Guthric's case.

The Rev. Mr. Guthrie of Xendal, having protested sgainst the deed of
Synod-regarding Mr. Rutherford, Jaid on the table the following reasons :
~—Ist. Because the salleged error, on the ground of which Mr. Rutherford
was suspended, is net an error; for if the atonement, as an atonement,
secures the salvation of one, it must as an atonemcnt for zll, securs the
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salvation of all. Butit does not secure the salvation of all—there being
many for whom it was made who finally perish. Therefore the atones
ment as an atonement, cannot strictly be suid to secure salvation to any.
2nd. Because Mr. Rutherford distinctly admitted in his reasons of dissent
given in at last meeting of Synod, and subsequently in his statement of
doctrine laid upon the table of his Presbytery, and further in his pleadings
at the bar of Synod, at its present meetitg,—that viewed in connection with
the divi; * purposes of application, the atonement does secure the salvation
of all who shall be ultimately saved.

Mr. Marshall of Cupar Angus, moved, That the Synod appoint 2 com-
mittee to consider these reasons and report, and to take into consideration
also, two pamphlets lately published by Mr. Guthrie, the one entitled
*“The new views true views,” and the other *The new views—how
met,” and report ; which was agreed to.

The committee reported, that the reasons of dissent asserted doctrines
at variance with the Standards of the Church,—that they had come to
the same conclusion with respect to the pemphlets, in which Mr. Guthrie
holds, that the only consequences arising from the condemnation of Adam
and his posterity, on account of the first sin, and the breach of ths cove-
pant of works, were merely temporal evils and temporal death, and that
those who are saved in e State of infancy are indebted to the Saviour only
for deliverance from these temporal evils.—That Mr. Guthrie seems to
deny, that the special saving love ¢f Christ to his people had any share
whatever in giving birth to the purpose of his death, or that the saving
love of God the Father, as contradistinguished from mere general benevo-
lence in 1eference to the whole human race, had any share whatever in
giving birth to that purpose,~that Mr, Guthrie wishes it to be understood
that the salvation of the people of God, did not enter into the original pur-
pose of God in appointing the atonement of his Son, and consequently it
secures the salvation of none, but merely opens a door of mercy to all,—
That Mr. Guthrie holds, that saving faith is nothing more than an indi-
vidual's believing that Christ died for him as he died for all other men,
and that this belief is always accompanied with the assurance of salva-
tion.—And, that Mr. Guthrie, while professing to hold the necessity
of the Spirit’s influence, seems at the same time to contend for a species
of natural ability in man viewed as a sinner, inconsistent with this doc-
trine. .

Mr. Guthrie having been allowed to examine the report in order to his
preparing 2 defence, and having met with the committee, was heard at full
length in support of his views, and for more than an hour he replied to
various questions put to him by members of Synod. The following mo-
tion was then proposed, and carried by a large majority, That Mr. Guth-
rie holds views on the subject of saving faith, and the atonement, &c. incon-
sistent with the Standards of the Secessivn Church, and that a committee
be appointed to deal with him ; and failing their vbtaining satisfaction, that
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they draw up and report to next Synod a full statement of the grounds of
charge,—in the mean time, suspending Mr. Guthrie from the ministerial
office.

Ou the passing of this resolution Mr. Guthrie protested, on the ground
thut the doctrines for which hs had been condemned were Scriptural
truths and that he considered himself bound to teach God’s love to fallen
man in spite of the sentence of Syncd. Thereupon the Moderator said,
that as Mr. Guthrie had disowned the authority of the Synod, it was his
duty to declare him no longer a minister of the Secession Church, and to
forbid oll ministers and licentiates from holding ministerial communion
with him.

—r

Case of Mr. Walker.

The Rev. Robert Walker, Comrie, was one of the three who protested
against the decision of Synod in the case of Mr. Rutherford. This case
consisted of three protests and appeals by Mr. Walker, against findings of
the Presbytery of Perth, and a reference of the whole case to the Synod
by said Presbytery. Afier considerable discussion it was resolved to ag-
point a committee to communicate with Mr., Walker and the Presbytery,
and baving examined the facts, to report, whether, in their conviction,
there be any cause of complaint which the Syned may take under their
consideration.

Home and Foreign Missions.

A very gratifying report on Home Missions was read by the Rev. D.
Thomas, the Secretary. It was stated that there were altogether 63 home
Missionary Congregations and Stations connected with the Syned. These
congregations of & missionary character were scattered over the more
destitute parts of Scotland, some of the border counties of England, the
Orkney and Shetland islands and the Northern and Western High-
lands. 15000 of &ll classess were dependant on the home missions of the
Synod, for a supply of religious instraction and the ordinances of the
Gospel,—~of these about 12000 were ordinary hearers of the word—2833
were now members of the United Secession Chureh, and 3000 young
persons attending Sabbath and Bible classes, who were receiving the ben-
efits of religious training and instruction. The expense of the Home
Missionary establishment connected with the Synod, last year, amounted
to upwards of £5000, of which £2550 were contributed by the Missionary
stations and congregations themselves,—and the rest by the Synod’s mis-
sion fund, including the sums advanced for the special support of particu=
lar stations tnd cily missionary operations, by different congregations
belonging to the body. The whole amount collected, last year, for, both
the Home ané Foreign missions was upwards of £8600.

Several of the Missioneries addressed the Synod at considersble Iength,

T
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and gave a very enocournging account of this department of the Church's
operations,

The Synod instructed the Mission Committee to print and circulate
their report—and the Foreign Mission Committe to introduce into their
report as full a statistical account of their stations as practicable,

The Bicentenary of the Westminsler Assembly.

Our readers, perhaps, generally know, that for some time it has been
in contemplation by thuse who hold thuse views of Scripture ductrine ex-
hibited in the Westminster Confession of Faith to conmemorate, in some
sunitable way, that celebrated assembly. It is now 200 years since the
Assembly sat, and the present yesr is judged proper for the commem-
oration.

It is proposed that delegates from all churches, Foreign as well as Do~
mestic, who hold the doctrines of the Westminster Confession of Faith
shell meet in Westminster, sometime during the currency of the present
year.—But what they are to do when met, is a difficulty which has not
been surmounted. Some have proposed, that they should draw up a tes-
timony in support of the Orthodox faith to be signed by all present, A
little reflection will convince any man that such a proposition is wholly
impracticable. It would lead to endless disputes, would produce aliena-
tion instead of union, and convert forbearanee into hostility. Another
proposal is, that the meeting should testify against prevailing errors, such
as Popery, Socinianism, &ec., in which all could sgree,—that the testi-
mony should be negative, not positive. It is easy to see that such a docu-
ment would contain very strong condemnations of errors which every
body condemns, and very wesk condemnation of certain articles about
which there would bea difference of opinion. The negative proposal
will, in spite of the greatest caution, run into the positive one, and be
followed by most of its bad effects. OQur opinion is, that the manifold
denominations who hold generally by the confession, owing t» sectional
peculiarities, are not in a conditiu 1 to meet to any good purpose, and that
such a meeting if it ever take place will prove = failure.

The subject was introduced into the Synod by Mr. Renton, who said,
he was sure it would be matter of after and deep regret to them all, if the
projected meeting should take place, and that the Synod should, through
an oversight, have neglected to make provision for being duly representod
atit, He submitted the following motion, * That in the prospect of s
meeting this summer of the representatives of the various Churches in
Great Britain, Ireland, and Americe, which hold the doctrines of the
Westminster Confession of Faith, to celebrate the bicentenary of the
Westminster Assembly, with 2 view to the cultivation of harmony and
union among the Churches, a special committec should be appointed by
this Synod, with authority to co-operate with other churchis, or their
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commissioners, for an object so interesting and desirable, end to act in the
matter as they shall deem most conducive to that end, and consistent with
the honour and edification of this Church. And the Synod farther dirsct
the attention of Presbyteries to this matter, that they may take such steps
a8 they deem best,

The above motion was unanimously adopted and a numersus Commit-
tee was forthwith appointed.

We must confess, says the Presbyterian Banner of Nova Scoua, that
we have risen from the perusal of the proceedings of the Synod wit1 feel-
ings of asumewhat painful nature. We jare afraid thet the ‘contagion
of the Morrisenian heresy has spread more widely within her pale than
many of her friends are willing to believe, But the wholesome discipline
which she is exercising, and her obedience to the injunction of the
Great Head of the®Church, *“putaway from among yourselves that wick-
ed person,” affords gratifying proof of her faithfulness. We trust she
will long continue ¢ to rule with God, and be faithful with the Sainte.”

R —

Onr Voluntaryism in connexion with Christianity regarded as a
System of Moral Government.,

It is remarkable, even as a matter of philosophical speculation, that
Christianity, when emancipated froin the bondage of Judaism, its cirys-
ALis state, left behind it, with the husk of its former self, every trace of
those temporal sanctions which theroughly encased the earlier system.
Springing out of an economy avowedly temporary and local—an economy
which nevertheless contained, mysteriously folded up within it, all the
elementary principles which, since its transformation, have become devel-
oped-—it spread its beauteous wings, if we may thus pursue the figure,
without effort, and entered, without a single remnant of its former earthli-
ness, upon that wider and more etierial sphere of influence and exertion
in which, until this day, it has its home., It moves in another element
altogether. It retains none of the characteristics which, however weli
suited to the stage of its imperfect nrganisation, are wut of keeping with
its maturity.

Regarded as a scheme of moral administration, it has merged the tem-
poral in the eternal. The rod which hung up over,the mantel piece is
removed—the playthings and prizes which, in the infancy of humnun
nature, tempted and rewarded obedience are put aside. Christianity
knows nothing of them. Its rule is of an entirely different order. The
whip does not immediately revenge the vffence—the larger mess of pot-
tage is not now the reward set before the compliant. No! Human
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character has passed this stage of childishness—and the world, rele ased
from nursery traramels, is, ss it were, bidden to rule itself, to govern its
own passions, to pursue its great ends, guided only by a consciousness
that every deviation from truth is, to the same extent, a deviation from
happiness—that there is no sin without its punishment, be that punish-
ment ever so remote—and ro virtue without its appropriate reward.

With a system thus free, thus elevated and spiritual, a compulsory
maintenance of its institutions cannot, by any possibility, be made to har-
monise. They who contend for securing a competent provision for the
ministers of truth by means of legal enactments, and who, to a scheme of
mora} government of the highest order, would adapt an apparatus of physi-
cal force—seem to us to be seeking the amalgamation of elements which
cannot mingle: They would have the structure of the butterfly united
with the habits of the grub. They appear to be utterly ignorant of the
vse of wiags. They wish to confine to earth what was meant to fly in
sir—to feed on dirt what is designed to sip nectar from flowers—to loeal-
ise what is capacitated to range abroad in joyous freedom. Their ideas
of Christianity cannot get beyand the mark of burrowing. They would
have it still a chrysalis which they ean watch and tend, and fancy depen-
dent upun their officious intermeddling. They cannot trust it out of sight.
They can frame to themselves no notion of Christianity geiting its own
sustenance. Like school-boys they consiruct a box for it, and fetch it
leaves, and do all but force them down its throat—and then wonder that it
pines. Ignorantly, and, in many cases, with the kindest intentions, they
nurse it into sickness. To trust it abroad they regard ss the acme of in-
sanity. They would not leave it to its own instincts for the world. Un-
der their mansgement it is a gorgeous and many-coloured butterfly, living
the life of a grub—doomed to crawl in the dust—to forego every natural
tendency—to soil its own splendour—and to come under subjection to
laws which suited only the earliest stages of its being.

The fact is, that nothing has so completely jarred with the designs of
rovealed truth, as the effort of rulers to further them by temporal rewards
and punishments, The compulsory principle, which, if we take their
word for it, is alone worthy of our confidence, introduces into & system of
moral government an order of pains and penalties, which to have discarded
as gross and beggarly was one of the main distinctions of its constitution.
It is now, in consequence, altogether misunderstead. Its glory is net
recognised—nor its spirituality discerned. Men who altogether mistake
its sphera overlook, of course, the exquisite suitableness of its structure to
move in that sphere. Itis a beautiful object out of place——a polished mir-
ror in a dark lumber room~-a sceptre, grasped by a pedagogue, and em-
ployed as arod. Far humbler materials would better have answered such
mean uses.,

It speaks well for the principle of voluntaryism, that it does not, in this
jespect, more than others, jar with the general tone of that scheme of
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truth it is designed to subserve. Between it and Christianity itself thero
is, herein, no dissonunce, It is interw oven with the whole fabric of
revelation. It does not attempt the anomaly of blending together the
moral and the physical. The warp agrees with the woof. [t establishes
no antiquated code of temporal rewards and punishments, and wisely refu-
ses to fence about the outposts of religion with penalties utterly inconsist«
ent with the nature and scope of religion itself. It hes its sanctions—but
they are spiritual rathec than secular. Neglect of its elaims will be follow-
ed by chastisement—but it is chastisement inflicted by & natural and ine-
vitable sequence of events, not by the arbitrary rule of man. The ordexr
of discipline under which it places the professed votaries of truth, is of a
kind calculated to deepen moral impressions, and to strengthen, by habit-
ual exercise, moral tendencies and principles. It is never oblivious of the
fact that Christianity eims to bring about, in every individual case, self-
government—government, the main-spring of which must be within man,
the laws of which are to be enforced by conscience, rebellion against which
is punished by self-inflicted disquietude, and hearty submission to which
is rewarded by internal peace. The voluntary principle, like the system
of truth it is enlisted to support, is for the long run, not for a limited
period only—for the world, not for a natian—for mind and heart, not for
mere external actian. The forced culture,by means of legal penaliies, of
religious institntions, may give & temporary and seeming impulse to the
cause ; but those very penalties obstruet the developement of sound spiri-
tuslity, and create a false idea of the power under which the human family
are to be eventually brought in subjection.

The conclusion to which these remarks conduct us is tolerably obvious.
Christianity, as a system of moral administration, has purposely displaced
and wholly superseded temporal rewards and punishments, as any part of
its means. They are incompetent to produce that high condition of men-
tal enlightenment and moral refinement at which it exclusively aims.
The compulsory principle tacks on to this plan of spiritual renovation, a
code of penalties at war with the entire design of revelation. Christinn
willinghood, on the other hand, knows no sanctions but those of Christian.
truth ; and, confident in its vitality and resources, comes to its aid, not as
a co-ruler to command, but as a servant to obey. It presumes not. to add
to the laws of the moral world a little appendix of its own, drawn from the
political one. It deems what is divine to be quite perfeet without admix-
ture of what is human. It is not guilty of the mistake, after the paren
bas spoken of his disfavour as the consequence of neglecting his 1njunc-
tions, to threaten, in true menial style, that he will beat him. It judges,
and judges wisely, that in as far as the first fails of its end, the second is.
not very likely to compass it.—~MNonconformist.



108 Character of the Lord Jesus.—Iactories Bill,

The Character of the Lord Jesus.

Tais world never saw but one character in whom all the varieties of
intellacaual and moral greatness centered, blending in that divine and rav-
ishing harmony which may be termed the music of the soul. There never
was but one who reconciled the extremes of universal excellence ; in
whom the vastest intellect and the most tender sensibility—the calmest
Jjudgment and the keenest feelings co-existed—without disturbing one ano-
ther : in whom magnanimity was not tinctured with pride: in whom
humility was never meanness: whose charity wus never consumed by
the fierce fire of zeal, nor an honest zeal damped by the excess of char-
ity ; whose pity for the wretched never mitigated abhorrence of vice, nor
the sternest regard for the majesty of .ruth deminished the most touching
compassion for human frailty ; in a word in whom greatness and lowli.
ness, courage and fortitude, zeal and patience, incorruptible truth, and
more than human gentleness and a thousand opposite virtues more were
divinely attempered ; uniting the various rays of moral excellence in one
glorious emanation of wisdom and love. That Character was Jesus
Christ, in whom dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead : and whose
bumanicy was but a veil through which streamed in softened radience,
the otherwise insufferable effulgence of Deity. Any merely human char-
acter approsimates towards perfection just as he approaches this great
example ; and by it we may safely take the measurement and proportions
of any given specimen of human excellence.”

Hexsry Rogers,

¥actories Bill,

I~ the House of Commons, Sir James Graham made a statement, ex-
planatory of the feelings which have induced the Governmert not to press
the educational clauses of the Factories’ Bill during the present session.—
The powerful hostility of the Dissenters to the clauses, as they originally
stood, had induced him to endeavour, by modification, to make them more
acceptable, an attempt which had entirely failed. Seeing therefore, that
the hostility of the Dissenters remained unabated, and that the Church,
though it had acquiesced, did not give the measure its cordinl support,
and feeling that though the Bill could be carried, yet that without general
concord and co-operation, it would be practically & defeat, and worse than
inoperative, inasmuch as it would engender strife and animosity, the Gov«
ernment had come to the resolution of withdrawing the clauses relating to
sducation,

Dissenters may well rejoice that they have defeated a measure caleula-
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ted to degrade and injure them. But this is not the ouly good that will
result from the struggle. They must have learned that from an Estab-
lished Church their rights are ever in danger and that there is n necessity
for being ever on the watch. And this they have learned, and more than
this. They have learned that their rights and privileges will never be
secure until there be a complete severance of the Chureh from 1he State.
And moreover, that the time is fully come for Nonconformists of every
denomination to commence in right good earnest, an agitz lion, not merely
agaiust isolated m.easures like the Factory Bill, but against that which is
the source of all attacks made upon religious liberty,—a State Church
with an endowed hierarchy.

And verily the time is fully come, for the Factory bill is only one of
not less than five bills now proposed, all designed to increase immensely
Chureh and State patronage, and to diminish the liberties, or add to the
civil disadvantages of Dissenters.—The Pauper Educetion Bill,—~The
Bill for endowing national churehes,—The Church Maintenance Bill, and
The Biil for the heaith of Towns. These bills, if passed, will place Dis-
senters under many fresh disadvantages and disabilities, ¢ ‘They seem
intended to make separation from the Church annoying to dissenters, and
10 enslave the minds of the rising generation to superstition before it could
learn to detest it.”

STANZAS.

I would I were where my fathers sloop,
In the land, beyond the wava

Where morn and even our kindred weep
Above their lonely grave,

I feel that my spirit, ineensate, clings
To the ashes that mingle there

And memory still, in the twilight brings
‘Their voices upon the air.

Oh, their graves aro green in my fatherlang
And the wild flower scents the gale !

And at evening ’lone, side the mossy stone
The blackbird tells his tale !

There’s a little spot I remember woll
Where the spring’s first daisies bloom (—
fearce thres span long,—with gentle swollex

It is my sister’s tomb !
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And side by side are the coffine laid
That hold my parents’ clay,

And there I at last would lay my head,
From the noisy world away.

For after long years of sorrow and pain,
When the spirit begins to fail ;

Sweet thoughts of home, o'er our hearts will come,
Like a long forgotten tals :

And then we remember the lost on earth j—
Their gladsome notes recall,—

While the vacant seats round our own sad hearth
Will speak of the Past to all.

S — I

Kake the Bible your Companion.

G=EY the divine precepts of this holy book, and every thing will go well
with you. Here you will find a balm for your affliction, consolation in
distress, and a friend in every time of need. You will be comforted in
sorrow, and encouraged in despondency. Nothing will more direcily
tend to promote your happiness, than a studious perusal of the holy Serip-
tures. Here yoi may learn what heaven requires of you ; here be taught
those holy precepts, which if obeyed, will make you wise unto salvation.
Here, too, that religion, which the blessed Savior came on earth to pro-
mulgate, is revealed to guilty man. And here you may learn to drink of
the fountain of life till your souls are ravished with delight. Religion is
a friend that will never forsake you : it will direct you in each event of
life, and buoy up your sinking spirits in every moment of sorrow. Mil-
lions have been made better and happier by it. They have rejoiced and
triumphed in death. As you are all drawing nearer and nearer to the
confines of the grave, what is so desirable—1what so necessary as this?
Seck then, this invaluable tressure, and you will be guided and blessed
by Omnipotence, and when your perishable bodies return to the dust
whence they sprung, your spirits will be rejoicing in the presence of your
Father above.—Poriland Tribune.

I A N A

TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

Ovx subseribers have no doubt remarked with pleasure, that the number
for July contained an extra half sheet. Itis the Publisher's design to
make an equal addition to every alternate number for the remainder of the
yezr. As this is intended in confidence of the steadiness of our patrons,
itis hoped they will not belie the good opinion entertained of them,



