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Y the following minute it
will be seen that the exceu-
tors of the Jate Mr. Michie
are zbout to hand to the
managers of the Tempor-
alitic’s Iund the legaey
which we formerly announc-
ed had been bequeathed by
that lamented friend of the

Church. The minute requires no comment.

. Ata meeting of the Board for the manage-
ment of the Temporalities’ Fuad of the Presby-
terian Church of Canada in connection with
the Church of Scotland, held at Montreal, 13th
Xovember, 1866, inler aliu,—there was read a
communication from the Executor of the Estate
of the late George Michie, Esqy., Toronto, inti-
wmating that the sum of 2000 had been be-
gqueathed to the Sustentation Fund uader the
management of this Doard.

The Board have much pleasure in receiving
this gratifying announcement ; and will have
great satisfaction in apilying the amount of
this bequest, when transmitted to the object
for which it was intended by the benevolent
donor. The Board would further put on
record the grateful stase they entertain of the
considerate kindness manifested in the haid-
some and seasonable additiun thus about to be
made to the funds entrusted to their manage-
meni, and which will materially aid in the
carrving ont of the important object for which
tke Temporalitics’ Fund was instituted.

1t 35 t0 the Board a pleasing circumstance,
that a gentleman who completed an honourable
career of suceessful mercantile pursuits should
buve spontancously devoted a portion of his
wealth to the patriotic and Ghristian object of
aiding in perpetuating the provision for the
better support of the ministers, aud for the
extension of the Canadian DBranch of the
Ghurch of his fathers.

The Loard trust that so excellent an exampie
may not be without its influence, in inciting
other friends throughont the Province to re-
member, in the disposal of the worldly sub-
stance they are to leave behind them,; the
claims of their Ghiureh, as not the least impor-
tant among the praiseworthy objects that
should reccive their benelrctions.

Finally the Board appoint the Rev. Dr.
Barclay to convey to the executors their
acknowledgment in term3 of this resolution.

OR some years back
the Scotch Xpiscopal
Church tried, but in vain,
to have itself recognized as
one with the Church of Xng-
land, and attempted to set it-
yem Ay sedf up as the true “ Church
Qy’% of Scotlnd.” 1t has been
‘\(f A7 motorious for its Papistical
practices, its colleges being
nurseries of the exaggerated ideas of the
_extreme ritualistic school. In alittle col-
. leze on one of the Cumbrac Islands,
| founded and partly, i’ not wholly, endowed
' by the 1on, George Frederick Boyle,
' brother ofLord Ghisgow, Puseyite practices,
! touse the mildest term respecting them,
were carried to an extreme length.  While
the collese and chapel connected with it
were building, each workman who would
attend morning prayers got additional pay,
and a small weckly sum extra was given to
the men as a bribe for them not to profane
the building by whistling while the work
was going on! The dignitaries of the
Church of Englaud for many years care-
" fully declined to countenance this body
in its pretensions; but a short time ago
the Archbishop *of Canterbury, so far
stepped out of his sphere as to go to
Tuverness tojbe present at the laying of the
foundation stonc of a “ Scotch ISpiscopai
Cathedral,” and in the course of the pro-
ceedings made use of remarks derogatory to
the Church of Scotland, and so insulting
! in their tone, as not only to draw forth the
animadversions of Scotch Presbyterians, of
all classes, but also to bring out the strong-
est condemnation from the Zimes, and
other leading English newspapers. The
| following from the Times will be read with
interest:
# Qur columns the other day contained the
announcement of an extraordinary transforma-
tion. The Arclhibishop of Canterbury has ap-

peared in the capacity of a Dissenter. Sucha
statement sounds like saying that water bad
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become dry or fire wet.  An Archbishop of ]
Canterbury is the very pinnacle of Estallish- i
ment in the most Established Church in the |
world, and Mr. Spurgeon in the character of
an Archbishop would not be a greater anomaly i
than the Archbishop in the character of a Dis-
senter.  Yet the Archbishop has really heen s
performing this extravrdinary part. A cathe- ;
dral has just been fovaded for the diocese of
Moray and Ross in the Episcopal Church of
Scotland, and the Archbishop took the trouble i
of going as far north as Inverness in order to
lay the first stone.  Of course, he was attended |
by nearly gll the Bishops of the Scottish Epis- i
copal Church, and they did their best in thosc .
northern latitudes to make a demonstration ,
worthy the dignity of Lambeth. Now, the
Episcopal Church of Scotland, as our readers ;
are well aware, is nothing but an insigaificant
sect of Dissenters. The Established Charch g
in Scotland is the Presbyierian. It stands in
exaclly the same position there as the Angli- 4
can Establishmeat in this country. Of course, ;
there are many bodics of Dissenters, just as
there are among us, and the Episcopalians are i
one of the smallest of all the denominatiors, |
so small that it was once jocosely proposed to
mark the site of every Episcopalian on the ,
tdnance Map of Scotland. At all events,
they arc Disscnters, just as much so as the i
Wesleyans, or the Independents, or the Roman
Catbolics in England. Now, this being the
case, we beg to inquire what is the difference
in principle between establishing a cathedral i
in Scotland and erccling a tabernacle in Lon-
don? Ifin the onc case theact be thatof Dis-
senters and schismatics, why is it not in the
other? Of ccurse;, in a certain sense, both
procecdings arc cqually legitimate, but it is
still somewhat startling to witness an Arch-
bishop of Canterbury in so novel a part. To !
put it in the mildest form, an Eaglish Arch-
bishop is supposed o be the incarnation of the
principle of public order. We shoald not ex-
pect even the most tolerant of Archbishops to
take the chair at an cntertainment in aid of
Mr. Spurgeon’s Tabernacle, or to accept an ¢
invitation o x Methodist tea partr. He wonld ,
appear like a fish oot of water, and we expect i
Lim to keep to his own clement.  Yet, uadera
more specions ferm, this is precisely what he I
has been doing in Scotland. He kas crossed )
the border, and is metamorphosed into a Dis-,
senter. ;
“Bat this consideration by no means repre-
sents the whole of the anomaly which is in-
volved in this proceeding of the Archbishop.
An act may be very unseenly in a person
holding an official position which in a private
individual would have been perfectls leguti-
mate If Scotchmen choose to dissent from
the Establishment and maintain an Episcopal |
Church, it i3 not for us to blame them for deing |
so, nor would it be reasonable 10 find faultif
some Englishmen take an interest in  their
cfforts, ard cadeavoar lo eacourage them; but
we must say that the Archbishop of Canter- |
bury is not the projer pesson io offer sach
cncourazement. As the head of the Eslab-!
lished Church in onc part of the kingdom, he
is bound by the strongest considerations, not
only of interest, bat of duty, to offer no dis_
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paragement to the Church established in an-
other part of it. He holds his digmty and
anthority in this country by precisely the sam-
right as that by which the Presbyterian Church
holds public authority in Scotland, and in offer-
ing a slight to the Established Church of the
sister kingdam he is dispamging hiz own title
to public recognition. The impropriety of the
proceeding may be seen by a very simple paral-
lel. Ifa Wesleyan comes into an English parish
and sets up a meeting-house, he is at all events
acting in accordance with his principles.
But suppusc the clergrman of a contiguous
parish disapproved the wroccedings of his
ncighbouring brother clergyman, and were, in
conscquence, to hire a room, preach whathe
thought right doctrine, and initiate a rival
parish organisation. In such a case the law
would probably at once restrain him, bat, at
all events, cvery one would see the extreme
impropricty and unscemhiness of such an in-
trusion. Since a clergyman is granted exclu-
sive privileges in one parish, he is especially
bound to respect the similar privileges of his
acighbour. Now, the Churches of England
and Scotland are just in the position of twe
contiguous parishes, and the two Established
Churches are the two claigymen in possession.
Fur the Church of Scotland officially to intrude
into the province of the Church of Englangé, or
for the Church of England to intrude into
Scotland, would be cqually unscemly. But
the Archbishop of Canterbury is the public
representatice of the Church of England, and
sach a proceeding, thercfore, as we have
tecently reported is, to say the least of it, a
great offence against ceclesiastical propricty.
ilc has no more night to interfere with the
Established Church of Scotiand than with the
province of the Archbishop of York, or
of the Archbishop of Dublin. An immense
outery was justly raised in  this couatry
some fiftcen yearsago by what we called
¢ the Papal aggression.  But what is the diffe-
rence in prinagle between the interference of
the Pope in the diocess of the Archbishop of
Canterbary, and the interference of the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury within the province of
the cstablished Church of Scoilana?  We
mxintained that the Pope, as 2 forcign prelate
hiad no right to iatrude his authority or influ-
cace within the domaia of a national Church.
We toleraie his doing so at ihe present mo-
ment ; but we certainly do not expect the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury to mimic his proceedings
in the sister kingdom.

= If this gratuitous interference of the Arch-
bishop is wrong in principle, the error is cer-
tainly notrendered less serious by the tonc of
the specches delivesed at ihe inauguatal ban
quel.  The Archbishop biwmmsell was not the
most discreet of the speakers. ¥ I rejoice 10 be
able,” hesaid, © to give testimony tomy anxious
desire to seal the union aad communion between
the Episcopal Church in Scotland and the
Church of England. That Episcopal Church
is the only true representative of the Church
of Engiand in Scotland.” We muast coafess
our asionishment that such inconsiderate lan-
guage should have proceeded from a person of
the Archbiship’s authority =nd respoasibility.
If these words mean anything, they repudiaie



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

the existence of ‘ union and communion’ be-
tween the Chuarch of England and the Pres-
byterian Charch of Scotland. They imply
that the Charch of Engiand, in the person of
her Primate, repudiates fellowship with the
ground of the Scottish nation solely on the
ground of a difference in Church government, |
and gives all her sympathy, for no better
reason, to the Church of a small minority.
¢ The Episcupal Church,’ says the Archbishop,
isthie uniy trae represeatative of the Church
of Englaad in Scotland’ In the first place,
what basiaess has the Church of Englanl in
Scotland at 211?27  Can the Archbishop be in-
fected with the delusion of the Stuarts, and
imagine that it is the mission of the Church of
Eagland to redace all the parts of the Un.ted
Kingdom toa religious uniformity ? But, more-
oser, we cannot but protest against the as-
sertion that the oaly true represeatative of the
Charch of Eagland in Scotland is a swall dis-
senting sect. The true representative of tac
Eaglish Establishment is the Scottish Estab-
lishment, and the truc representative of
the Caarch of the English nation is the
Charch of the Scottish nation  They are
onein the great protest out of which they
aruse . one in theit object and in the main pria-
ciples upun which they are foanded, and theic
sole difeceace relates to the furm of Church
government.  We are well aware, indeed, that
& ceslain class of theulugians deny the name
of a Charch to any cummanity not cnjuying
Episcopal government. Such anextravagaace
will never receise much respect from the
Engtish people: and, even among disines, so
staunch an advocate for Episcopacy as Hooker
never scems to have drcamt of this narrow
fancy of ecclesiastical bigotrs. But, at all
cvents, so far as the Arclibishop is concerned,
it 15 sufficient to observe that Eaglish law
hnows no such refinciment.  The Presbyterian
Church of Scotlaad receives precisels the same
recugaition as the Archibishop of Cantesbury
himself, and whatlever may be his private
opinion, it is certainly improper that in his
pablic capacity he shouid set himsclf flatly
againat the jadgment of the very law to wlich
hic owes his own position. His next remark is
not more fortunate:—* 1 think it well that it
shuuld be undersiood that the prelates of the
Eaglish Charch pretend teexercise av junisdic-
tion over cicrgymeninScotland.  ltis entirely
contrary 1o the diocesan system that such
course snould be pursued” Undoubicdly.
This s the very principle we have been urg-
ing. bul it applics cqually o Presbsenian as
to Episcupal dioceses, and the Presbyicrian
Charch shuald have been treated by the Arch-
bLishop with ns much respect as the diocese of
tire Rishop of Moray =nd Ross. Bat the climax
in this extraondinary scene was teached by the
Bishop of Argrll and the Isles. It may, per-
haps, have occurred to our readers that the
Archbishop is not wholly without precedent !
ia emploping his kigh ofice in the task of |
{
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spreading the principles of the Church of
England in Scotland. Archbishop Laad gined
20 aanenviabie nolotizty for similarly injudi.
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cious proceedings, bat we should hardly have
thought thut any one would have had the
aundacity to quote the precedent. The Bishop
of Argyll, however, rejoiced at the presence of
vne who was the representative, amung others,
of ‘a Backet, who cuntended fur the principles
of ccclesiastical freedom, and of Laud, who
saw in Monarchy,” and, we may add, in Epis-
copacy, ¢ a divine right. After this ¢ballitior,
nothing further, we think, can br needed to
conder.n the course taken by the Archbishop.
Tell me thase you consort with, and 1 will tell
you what you arc. Thumas & Becket is not
exactly a model for a modern archbishop , but
if there is one ecclesiastic whom it would have
heen desirable to forget on such an oceasion it
waald hasv been the man who, above all others
is identified with a policy of the inost deadly
antagonism to the Scotch Presbyterian system.
To have 1aid the foundation of a cathedral at
Inverness, and, after repudiating fellowship
with the Scotch National Church, to have been
greeted 2s the representative of Laud iz a
position in which we should have tnought no
archbishup of the present day could possibly
have piaced himself. Could not the Arch-
bishop find suificient to occupy himin the state
of the Clarch at hume, that he mast nceds in-
dulge ia this grataiteus interference in the
ccclesiastical affairs of the sister kingdom ? The
occurrence, it was said at the banquet, was a
thing unprecedented in the history of Scot-
land. We have no doubt of it, and we trust
it will remzirn so”

Just as> we are going to press, we ob-
serve a pamagraph in the Witness an-
nouncing that the Rev. Mr. Smith, of
Meclbourne, has accepted a call to Fand du
Lac, in Wisconsin. Should this be cor
rect, the Church here will lose one of her
most cnergetic ministers, who has done
muca good in the Eastern Townships, and
who. it was heped, would for years have
laboured here successfully and acceptably.

There will be found in this number,
among * Articles Communicated,” an ad.
dress by the Rev. Robert Dobie, which we
commend to our readers, as it discusses
some questions which arc now exciting
lively discussion throughout the Church.
Of coursc we must by no means be con-
stdered as respensible for the opinions cx-
pressed on all the points taken up by the
author of the communication.

The Presbyters of Toronto will meet
in the Church at Cimnguacousy on Tues-
day, the 10th Decem?: -1, at 10 o'clock 2. m.,
for the induction of a wminister, and the

; transaction of general business.
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Aetus of our Elure).

PresryTERY oF K1NGsTON.—An ordinary meet-
‘ng was held in St. Andrew’s Church, Kingston,
on the 7th ult, the Rev. W, M. Inglis, Moder-
uwor.  The Rev. Professor Mackerras having
yroduced an extract of his appointment to the
chair of classics in Queen’s College was ad-
mitted as a member, and the Clerk was in-
structed 10 intimate this action to the Presby-
tery of Toronto, 1o which Prof. Mackerras for-
unrly belonged. Mr. James M. Gray, student
ot Ditimity, having produced certificates of at-
t adance in th: various classes of the first year
of the course was, after cxamination, found
untitled to the Presbytery’s certificate in order
10 admussion 10 the rank of a second year stu-
dent. Mr. Joseph Gaudier. the Presbytery's
M.ssionary, read a very interesting report of
nis labours during the summer, in the field
assigned to Lim on the Hastings Road, and
was commended for his diligence, and cncour-
ared 10 perscvere.  The agent of the Church
Lwiag present wits admitted to take part in the
drijberations of the court. He cxpressed his
mientien of visiting. in the course of a few
weeks, the sevemal congregations within the
baunds, detailed the plan he proposed to follow
.2 50 doing, and staied the objects he had in
view. The Presbytery approved of bis arrange-
mants. and wished bim all success in bis impor-
“amt labours. The Modemtor was appointed
genenal Treasurer of the Presbyiery’s Funds.
\fter inquirics respecling collections for the
schiemes of the Church during the preceding
three montas. the cxamination of Session Re-
vords. and oihier business; the Presbytery ad-
_ourarvd te mect at Belleville, on first Wedaoes-
tay of February.

tollowing skeick of ihe risc and progress of
the Church of Scolland in Fergus, contri-
wated by the csteemed pastor, the Rer. G.
Viacdonaell, ro the Jocal paper.  Sketches of §
-his Kind would aiways be accepiable to the
Presdyterian.}

The members ané friends of the Church of

Scotiand, at Ferzus, in 1835, succeeded in
reciing what was then justly comsidesed =
<pacious aud kandsome cdifize for public wor-
~hip. St Apdrew’s Church was opened for
fivine service on the 23rd of August of that
xear

The first minister of the church was the Rev,
Alexander Gardacr—a good man, and very
energetic and active in the discharge of the
Jdutics of the minisry. He was ordained and i
mducted to the charge on the 22ad of February, i
1837 . and dicd after a brief illaess on the 13th
«f Deceraber, 1541. The mortal remains of
\Ir Gardnerlicinterred in the buryingground of
St Aadrew’s Church, and over them is placed
2 marble tomb stone, crected Ly the congre-
gation.

Tte original clders were—Messrs. Francis
Anderson, Charles Allan, John Munro, George
“%ene, and A. D. Fordyce—all gone now.

Tkt Rev. George Smellie was indacted iato

i
i
i
Cuvsicli a7 Ferevy C. W.—[We give the |
|
!
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the charge of St. Andrew s Church on the 13th
chcmber, 1843, just two years after Mr. Gard-
ner's death.  The secession that had taken
place in Scotiand from tke Church of Scotland,
in May, 1343, was followed by a similar seces-
sion in Canada. in July, 1834, Mr. Smellie,
and the great majority of the congregation in
Fergus, joined the Presbyterian Church of
Canada at that time.

The small number who adbered to the Churck
of Scotland in Fergus were kept together mainly
by the mstrumenitality of the late Mr. F ordyce,
who himself conducted the weekly service re-
gglgrly on the Lord’s day, in the absence of a
minister. They also received occasional supply
from the Presbytery of Hamilton. This con-
tinued till the settlement of Rev. Dr. Hugh
Mair as Minister of St. Andrew's Church, on
the Istof February, 1844, Dr. Mairs pastorate
termivated at his death, which occurred sud-
d.cnl_\' on the first of November, 1854, and occa-
sioned greai regret.  His people had lost an
able and faithful minister, and a warm-hearted
a2nd good man.

The present pastor of St. Andrew's Church,
the Rev. George Macdonnell, yas settled on the
#rd of May, 1635.  The congregation having
mcereased considerably during Dr. Mair's ie-
cumbency, and still moré since the induction of
Alr. Macdonnell. measures were takea for the
crection of the present beautiful church, the
crection of whick was successfuily completed,
and the church opened for public worskip on
the 28th of December, 1562, In the vestibule of
the new churck. there is a marble tablet to the
memory of the late Rev. Dr. Mair, and one to
that of \. D. Fordyce, Esq. testifving to the
estimate of their worth and services. cntertain-
cd by the congregation.

Presevtation A7 Laraawrie.—The Rev. Jokn
Barr. Lapraicie. C.E., was prescnteé by the
ladics of the congregatior with a valusble
tcken of their ioterest ia the welfare of the
Ghurch there, in the way of fitting up a study
rooma with carpeting, sofs, tables, study chair,
book case; &c. Mr. Barr requested the depu-
tation to express his warmest thanks to the
ladies who had skowa so much kindnessin the
gift of tiie comfortable study-room furnishings
which they bad arraaged ;: be could not but
feel quite at home by the many expressions of
wind regatd already experienced, and this
renewed token of such warm interest was well
fitted to give cncouragement in our Master's
work. .

Orpvasion AT Foavear, SotyasoLp. — The
Presby tery of London met at Fingal oo Wed-
resday, the third day of Octobes, for the ord:-
nation of Mr. Evan Macanlas—the Rev. Mr.
Gordon, of N. Dorchester, Moderato:z. The
cdict having been returned duly served. the
Moderator ascended the pulmt, and preached
from Colossians i. 2§, after which Mr. Macac-
lay was solemnly set apart to the sacred office
of the ministry, sccording to the usual forms of
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4he Church. Mr. Nicol, of London, then «d-
dressed the newly-ordained minister, and Mr.
McEwen, of Westminster, the congregation, on
their respective duties. * The settlement of Mr.
Maaulay is harmouious and cordial, and there

is every reason to expect the happiest results
from it.

DarnousiE CoLtecE.—The Winter session of
the Dalhousie College was opened on the 25th
Uctober.  The Rev. Prineipal Rosg presided on
the occasion. A numerous and respectable
audience assembled on the occasion to witness
the jpening ceremonies and hear the inaugural
address on the study of the classics, which was
delivered by Professor Johnson, M.A., professor
o‘f Classics. After the reading of the inaugural,
the audience were very effectively addressed
by -he Hon. 8. L. Shannon, the Revds. P. G.
McGregor and Allan Pollock, his Lordship the
Chief Justice, and the Rev. Principal Ross,
The proceedings throughout were of g very in-
teresting character.

K PPEN.—On the evening of Tuesday the 6th
ult_, 4 meeting of the inhabitants of this
neighhourhood was held in the school-house
here, for the purpose of taking steps towards
gewung a church erected at Kippen in connec-
tion with the Church of Scotland. Mr. Gilbert
Ancerson was appointed chairman, and Mr.
John Doig, secretary of the meeting.

. The mee_ting was cordial and unanimous in
its resolutions,

were appointed a ¢

. : ommittee to carry its resolu-
1013 into effect—

Messrs. Blair, Bell, William
Cooper, John Doig, Alex., McLaren, Alex.
MacLean, and MacMurtrie.

The efforts of these gentlemen are likely to
bring the object in view 10 a speedy, as well
a3 a successful issue. The church is expected
10 ve built nexy summer, and there i3 every
prospect of a large congregation being imme-
diately formed. Mr. William Cooper has, with
greatl generosity, promised to give a free site
tor the church, and otherwise to assist in its
erection.  The Rev. Daniel MacDougall, & min-
ister of the Church of Scotland, has been
occasionally officiating in this place, to large
audiences for the last ten months. Kippen is
1 the Presbytery of London.

Iiep;—At Hemmingford, on the 2nd instant,
the Rev. John Merlin, in the 85th year of his
age, and 44th of his ministry.

The late Rev. Mr. Merlin has been long a faith-
ful labourer in the County of Huntingdon. Forty
Years ago, when the country was little else than
an anbroken wilderness, he diligently plied his
work among the scattered settlements that were
being formed along the frontier. From Lake
Champlain to what now constitutes the Town-
ships of Franklin and Russeltown, was bis field
of labour. He was the first Christian Mission-
ary and Minister that found his way into these
parts; and, as may well be supposed, like all
other pioneers, he bad a large measure of diffi-
culty to encounter, and of hard and exhausting
1abour. He bore the heat and burden of the
aay; cheerfully he became a partner with his
neople in those early timesof want, ane poverty,
and suffering.  He was in journeyings often;
and often exposed to perils in the wilderness.

and the following gentlemen |

|
|
|
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He laboured on in weariness and paiufulness, in
watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fast-
ings often, in cold and nakedness. Besides.
those things that were without, that which came
upon him daily, the care of all the churches.

Several years ago the Preshytery of Montreal,
of whieh the deceased was a member, allowed
him to retire from the active duties of the min-
istry on account of his advancing age and in-
ability ; but his place has been well supplied
by his present zealous and efficient successor,
the Rev. James Patterson,

Oriruary.—The Rev. John Merlin, for many
years minister of the Presbyterian Church at
Hemmingford, in connection with the Church
of Scotland, died, at the residence of his son,
at Hemmingford, on Friday, 2nd instant. Mr.
Merlin was a native of Derry, Ireland ; was edu-
cated for the ministry at Glasgow University ;
came to Capada in 1822, and having been
induced to settle at Hemmingford, laboured
during the whole of his public life at that place
and in the surrounding neighbourhood. The
very large attendance at his funeral, on Sab-
bath, the 4th, showed the respect in which his
memory is held. He rests from his labours,
and his works do follow him.

Digp,—At his residence, in the Township of
Nelson, on the 30th of September, in the 61st
year of his age, T. Cooper, Esq., long an elder
of the church, The deceased was a native of
Queenston, Canada West. At an early age he
left his native town, and resided for some time
in Hamilton. Leaving Hamilton, he entered
into partnership with C. Ferry, and opened a
store at Hannisville. He afterwards settled on
a farm about half a mile from the same village,
and there remained until bis death. He wasa
warm and true friend to the Church of his
forefathers, and devoted his time, energies and
talents to promote its temporal juterests and
spiritual welfare. His loss is deeply felt by
every member and adherent of the Church to
which he,belonged, and_shall be for years to
come. His place, as clerk of the session in
particular, will be greatly missed. The {'a.lth-
ful manner in which he performed the dut'leg of
his office can be best judged of by examining
the books which he hag left be.hind\hxm. His
mental abilities being of a high order, and
possessing the advantages of & good education,
he was in every way adapted to do'auy writing
which the session or managers might require,
and keep the affairs of the Cht'u'ch t_‘rgm falling
into confusion. His natural d\spogltxon, which
was mild and gaining, together with his fore-
sight, Grmness, and deep penetration of human
nature, gave him great influence over others,
and made his word and counsel be respecteq
and attended to by every one who knew himy.
But ‘the grace which adorned his character
most, and which gave a beauty and digaity to
all his other virtues, was a poor ang coutrite
spirit. He was a man of deep ang sincere
plety, who sought and obtained a peace which
the world cannot give. Having suffereq much
from rheumatic pains’in the lagt years of hj
life, he bore them with a fortitude ang res) nls
tion becoming a disciple of Christ, He Eaa-
peared fully to realise their sanctifying .
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Yluence upon his soul, and rejoiced that he was
made a partaker of thesufferings of his beloved
Laster. ¢ Blessed are the dead which die in
the Lord from henceforth: yea, saith the |
Spirit, that they may rest from their labours, |
and their works do follow them.” '

S — x

QUEEN'S COLLEGE.

!
New Scuosarsuir.—The Presbytery of Lon-
don proposes to found, by the private subscrip- X
tions of members of the Church within their '
bounds, an anaual scholarship of the value of ;
about sixty dollais for the benefit of a Gaelic- |
speaking student, the Presbytery reserving to |
nself the right of recommendation. The pro- ,
posal, in itself simply laudable, is particularly
appropriate as originating with a Presbytery |
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within whose bounds are mapy localities, in
which services from our Church in a Gaelic lang-
uage are required ; and it is to be hoped that the
Presbytery will not be disappointed in this
effort to supply its own destitution. The pn -
posal is so far advanced that the first fruits - f

i it will be available during the present session.

DoxaTtioss To THE Liprary.—Principal Camp-
bell, Aberdeen, and Professors Crawford and
Stevenson of Edinburgh, copies of their own
recent publications, also Principal Tulloch of
St. Andrews, 6 vols.; Office of the Church of
Scotland Schemes, 9 vols., and & lot of pam-
phlets; Notman, Montreal, # Portraits of British
North Americans,” 9 paris ; Government of Ca-
nada, 1 vol.; J. M. Wilson, Esq., Philadelphia,
6 vols. ; John Fraser, Esq, Kingston, 55 vols,
Annunl Register, beginning with the year 1758.

@orrespondence.

THE UNION QUESTION.
To the Editor of the Presbyleriun,

IR,—Leaving aside, for the
Ni<- moment, all considerationsof -
&past misunderstandings, as
in the way of coming to an;
agreement between our Church
and the Canada Presbyterian
vody, I would take theadvocates |
of Union on their own ground.
" They insist that by a junction of
the two bodics into one, the one body thence
resulting will not only have the power com- .
bined which each possessed when scparate, but |
that the friction and opposition being removed |
an accelerated progress will be made, and |,
greater strength be gained.  Now I have always :
doubted this for various reasons, founded upon
historical evidence. Anexamination of the effect
of the union between the Free Church and the
United Presbyterians has satisfied me that, in
their case at least, my opinion is correct; and
that so far from that union having been produc- |
tive of increased energy and additional num- !
bers, it bas been exactly the reverse. 1 am not §
at this moment prepared o give the figares |
because I have not had time to collate and |
1
!
|
i
|
|
!

—— e .

tabulate them; but an inspection has shewn
that the mte of increase hias been most materi-
ally checked since tho Uaion, that their theolo-
gical classes have fallen offy to put new life
into which a spasmodic cffort is being made to
get up & theological chairin A'Gill College,
with what success, I know not; and that other 4
depariments of church organization are suffer- i

ing, and are not at all prospering as they did

. before they obtained the strength which Union

gave. To bring the matter to 2 test, let those
who insist so much upon the increased pros-
perity, strength and uscfulness which wiil be
the consequence of a union between our Church
and the other, show what has been the result in
its case. Let us have figures proving the amount
of work dome scparately, and of the work
done when united, of the manuner in which it
was done, aud so forth. This will bhave far
more cffect than pages of declamation and floods
of talk. Werc some man, favourable to union,—
but who would not allow himsclf to be per-
verted from the truth to forward it,—a man ac-
customed to figures and to draw correct
deductions from them, to take the matter up,
I beliese that before his task was cnded, be

. would be somewhat astonished at the very

different resnlts arrived at from those which be
expected.  Until this is done, I think T will be
silent, unless some of your corrcspondents
happen again to ruftic my gencrally placid and

cquable mind.
Yours.
Ay Eroer.

RULES OF PROGEDURE.

To the Editor :—

Siz,~In a late number of the © Presbyterian,
your correspondent ¥ A. W,/ in self-vindica-
tion, refers to the action of Synod anent the
act of two mcembers of the Presbyiery of Mon-
treal, performed by them, under very peculiar
circamstances, in Dundee, of whom he says he
was one. It is alrcady known to your readers,
that for this act the Presbytery of Montreal has
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been ccnsured, but the censure was specially
intended for the two members referred to, who,
according to tha: finding, * presumed tv over-
ride the rules of the Clurch.” 1, as the vther
member thus <ensured, claim the right to say
that 1 fully concur with * A, W.” in saying:
“Sarely the spirit that prevailed to the engross-
ing of that censure upon the pages of the record
was a spirit most foreign and alien 1o the usual
spirit of the Synod,” and I alsu “feel con-
strained to say that there is no ground what-
ever for making this charge;” namely, * pre-
suming to override the rules of the Church"—
o charge most foreign to my mind. oun tlis
point I can speak with complete confidence.
I think that evidence should have been adduced
to show that we did act presumptuously before
such a censure had been pronounced. I neither
confess to ignorance of * Church rules,” nor
to any attempt * to override them.”
something of the “rules” of the Church, and
cherish a profound regard for them. 1 admit
that the Synod had an undoubted right, in its
judgment, to declare the act per se unconstitu-
tional and void.
different shape when we are charged with

I know -

But the question assumesa '

# gverriding the rulesof the Church,” and cen- '

sured accordingly. To say the least of it, I
think the langaage employed by the Synod is
unfortunate: a “rule ? in the sense employed

must be & written one—apart of what may be |
called the by-laws of the Church, otherwise it |
is only an unwritten custom or practice of the ‘

Church.
had occurred in the act censured, nothing but
what bas already occurred more than once
under similar circumstances. Considered in

Considered in this light, nothing new |

the other light, the truth is, we Aave no *rule™

on the point. Indeed so convinced was the

Synod of 1564 that there was no “rule™ to |

determine this point then dispuled, that it or-
dered a certain standing committee to prepare
a “rule,” defning what should constitute o
quorum in cach of the Church courts; that
tule has not as yet been prepared; neither did
the Synod of 1564 in any way announce for
the guidance of Presbyterics, in the mearn time,
what that rule ought to ve. How then could
we have overriddenit?  Neither has the Shurch
of Scotland (by whose rules we are to be guided

" thing; their act was declared null and
¢ but no censure was passed on that Presbytery,

in the absence of others), nor our own, so far -

as we can discover, defined in her ® constitn-
tion,” “siyles © or *forms of procedure,” how
many members shall constitute a mecting of
Presbytery. The Church of Scoiland defines
what shall constitute a quorum in her Kirk ses-
glons, so that a meeting cannot be held valid

375

by rule - that mne members, five of whom
must be ministers, shall form a quorum of com-
mittee of Synod,” beeause the questions which
way come before it may be beyond the personal
cugnizance of its members, from all of which
it appears that the attention of both Churches
has heen directed to the subjectand have legis-
lated upon it; yet neither of them, as jet. has
annuanced at least by a “rule™ what shall
form a quorum of Presbytery. There may
have been, and no doubt there were, wise rea-
sons for leaving Presbyteries untrammeled as
to the number that should constitute & quorum,
thereby enabling Preshyteries under special
and unavoidable circumstances to perform the
work assigned them. Some Presbyterics in the
Western Highlands and Islands of Scotland
were, and cven now are, so situated that it not
unfrequently occurs that not more than two
members can meet to discharge business, it
may be of a pressing nature.  Indeed the
Church has a written “rule,” by which the
ministers present at the funeral of a co-pres-
byter, can constitute and are authorized to
constitute themselves into a Presbytery and
perform very important dutics, without defining
the number that should be present, from which
it may be legitimately inferred that upon many
occasions no mere than two can be present—
cxamples of this could be given. The same
remarks will apply to our own Church in Ca-
nada, and lence it does seem strange to me,
that in the absence of such a “rule,” and in
the view of what has been stated, we should

. bave been censured for ““ overriding the rules

of the Church! In similar cirenmstances to
those in which we were placed, less than three
members have performed similar acts, as shewn
by “A. W,” and as may be scen from the
printed records of the Church.  Yet their acts
were not disannulled, neither were they cen-
sured for so acting. From the printed records
of the last Synod, it will de seen that the Pres-
bytery of lamilton was guilty of the sume
void,

nor ®especially on those members who pre-
sumed to override he rules of the Church.”
How comes this ? It was stated that the Pres-
Lytery of Hamilton was a “small one;” and
on that account should be censured ; that is to
say a litile man may “override rules” with
impunity, while a big wman cannot. Well, if
tbat is Blackstonc's interpretation of law, I
submit, and plead ignorance. Batif the reason
siated for not censuring the Presbytery of
Hamilton be of any force, the censure com-

without a mnister.  Qur own Church declares ' plained of shoald fall in the first degree on th-
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absent members of the Presbytery of Montreal,
and not on the two, who, despising bad roads,
rain, snow, wind and cold, were at the post of
duty. Now the history of the Dundee case, so
far as theaction thatlead to our being censured
is concerned, i3 this. The meeting of Presby-
tery was appointed on March 6th; it so.hap-
pened that the weather was inclement, the
roads almost impassable, there being neither
sleighing nor wheeling, the best part of two
days being spent inmaking a journey of twenty-
four miles, having to perform the journey partly
in a sleigh and partly in a cart. When we
arrived in Dundee, and baving almost sus-
pended animation restored by means of 2 goud
pie. we found a very large congregation as-
sembled ; the minister elect was there, his fumily
also was there, the season of the year rendered '
this necessary, the people were more anxious
to have their cherished wishes accomplished ;
they were o long time vacant.  We were appre-
Lensive that delay would prove injurious to
our interests there, as the people were fre-
quently di:appointed. What was best to be
done? This was the question, we had cither §
to do the work to be done, or clse a long delay {
and another disappointment to the people must
follow. We were not prepared to assume the

consequonce that might result from such 2’
course. \We had the best of evidence that by

doing the work then, that the best of resuits |
would follow to both minister and people, but

apprehensions were entertained from postpone-

ment; we consulted judge common sense, we °
vonsidered precedents, and the general practice |
under such circumstances, so we deemed it to -
be the wisest course, having regard to the

good of all concerned to proceed with the work |
for which we met, and we did so feeling that

we were doing good service to the Churceh, to
the people and minister; and the work of God.
We submitted the whole to our own Presbytery
2t our next regular meeting, and they, who
could appreciate the whole case. sustained our
course and act, and for this we stand censured
by the supreme court of our Church, 1 humbly
submit that we are entitled to better treatment.
i have yet to learn that we have violated any |
“rule,” and are sure that we had no such in- '
tention. A sincere regard for the welfare of
the Church was our only motive. But the
whole affair reminds mic of the advice the High-
lander gave his son as he was about leaving
home in quest of his fuortune, * Tonal, pe shure
that when you'l do wreng, to do it legally, for
then yon pe safe, but Tenal mind, if you'l do
right illegally you'l be punished” This. Mr.
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Editor, is my vindication of my conduct in tic
matter; and as my censure i8 engrossed in the
records of our Church, [ claim oto have this
recorded also. This case has already been pro-
ductive of good, and more good will yet come
out of it, for it will iead officebearers in tze
Church to acquaint themselves with what is
“rule” and law,
I am yours truly,
W.C.C.

Lo the Editor of the Presbyteran.

Sity—In passing round the noithern region.
of Torunto Presbytery, I had the sad pleasure

! .
of seeing a very Landsume marble monumert.

which I was tuld cost one bundred and fitry
dollars, crected by the justly “ Sorrowinz
Congregation of Nottanasaga, o the memory
of their ** First Pastor,” the late Rev. Jolz
Campbell, who by hLis able pulpit ministratior.,
and his unwearied labours of tove, in visitiz,

. and counselling and comforting his fluck oute:

bis pulpit, won for him the vespect m ! cont-
dence of his numerous and wide-spread paris'.-
foners.  And if we may not safely suppox

that from that most lovely spot, where now re-
puse his “wmortal remains,” from which tie
Surrounding country far and w.ude stretcles
vul, hill and valley, upwards_to the mountaiz.:,
clothed with the many coloured leaves of
autin, with the ferude lands intervening,
whose bappy denizens, nearly all speak tha
ancient tongue in which they used to deligis
o hear Lim procluim the words of eternal lite.
his spirit sulf watclies over their earthly course .
Yet undoubledly from his throne amid tie
sphures; he, sull as one of the glorious cloud of
witneszes,beboldswith joy theirstendfust fidelity
and harmonious order; and wemay safely pray
that the memory of his worth, and the assur-
ance of his now cternal reward, may s'imuiatc
and comfort both those who once heard, but
shall never more hear his voice, in this world

v and s most amiable successor, on whom hi;

mantle has worthily fallen, to foilow patientls

. in the path he led, so as in due thne 1o attain

a place beside him in the Heavenly Land.

The example of the Nottawasaga Congregatior
is well worthy of being known, ané swhen the
sad necessity requires of being imitated by
other congregations, as a proof that though
divided in the body the pastor and his fith-
ful flock are for ever united in spirit.

I reuain, sir, yours ever truly,

A Missionany.

Toronto, 16th Qct, 1865,
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QAtticles Communicated,

——

REMARKS ON THE SERVICE OF THE

JIIOUSE OF GOD,

.

The service of God’s House cousists in
praise, prayer, the reading and preaching of
1the Word of God and in the administration
of the Sacraments. But strange to say, for
a leng time the sermon has well nigh swal-
Iowed up ail the other parts of the public ser-
vice. By many it has come to be regarded as
the great thing—tlie chief—the only thing in-
ceed, worth attending the House of God for.
To use thie wurds of one, who cccupies a high
pusition in the Church, and who Las devoted
much attentivn to the subject (Dr. I, Lee) :

“ The prayers and praises are considered
as mere accessories and accompaniments to
preaching, mnstead of preaching bemg regarded
&s an accessory to those acts which are strictly
worship—so deeply is this notion rvoted in
men’s minds, that it has transferred iscdf to
their common language. Yeople speak of
¢ the sermon® and of * hearing the sermon,”
mstead of attending public worship. Anud we
&Il know ihat common modes of specel arise
from common modes of thinking.”

J¢ is the duty of every minister to do what
in him lies to get his people to entertain right
notions regarding this matter, Preaching is
an ordinance of high value and utility in the
Church of God, one 100, which has been sig-
nally blessed for the conversion of sinners, and
the cdification of saints—but it was neyer
meant to supersede the other parts of Divine
Service.

On the contrary, “one great purpose of it
(to use the words of the learncd author just
quoted), yea, of the inspired Word of God itself,
is to instruct ws Zaw to worskip, to cncour-
age us to the performance of worship by pro-
mises, threatenings, and all the other motives
of the Gosyel. A yprincipal end of preaching is
10 render us worshippers of God in Spirit and
Truth;” and all religious instruction is naught,
which does not bring us to the attitude of wor-
shippers, and increase our Communion with
God. Careful and prayerful preparation for
pulpit addresses is urgently required, so that
nministers may Le enabled “ 10 bring forth
from the treasury of God’s word things new
and old;” for jt is not desirable that less pro-
minence be given to preaching, or less careful
reparation be made for it, but that more pro-
aminence be given and wore attention be pzid

— — — e s can <

to the other parts of the service, than has been
the case for some time past,

Prayer is one of these. Indeed the House of
God is called the House of Prayer, though the
appellation would certainly be a misnomer
applied to many so called Christian Churches,
where the sermon puts in the shade everything
else, and whither men go * to hear the sermon,
to hear the minister preach,” perhaps to sit in
judgment on the preacher or his address—the
worship of God not Leing in all their thoughts!
Never perhaps was there a more flagrant abuse
of a lioly institution or place than in men's
regarding and using the Christian Church, the
House of God, not as a place of worship, but
as” a theatre for man's declamation, and where
men go “lo hear the sermon,” in other words,
Wth itehing ears in the expectation of * hearing
sume new thing,” or at best of enjoying a sort of
intellectual entertainment. ®1 am persuad-
€d (says Dr. Norman McLeod), that very many
who regularly come to church have never
once in their lives joined in its public worship.
Thus God may see many a Congregation meet-
ing Sunday after Sunday for worship without
one real prayer ascendibg to Him from one of
its members. ¢ They come before me as my
people come, but their hiearts are far from me.’
—a sad and humilinting  confession! 1t
cannot, then, be out of place to urge the
importunce of congregations being taught to
regard, and use the Church as the House of
Prayer, the pluce not alone of preaching, but
of worship, and that the worshipper iz per-
forming a far bigher spiritual act than the
were Learer of the sermon. Than prayer, there
is 1o part of the service of the Sanctuary. more
important, as there is non¢'more solemn; yet
it cannot be denied, that altogether too little
attention-has been hitherto paid to it, and too
litle prepuration made for aright conducting it.
We have been a preaching Church, rather than
a praying one! Had it been otherwise, our
people would doubtless enteriain today a far
higher idea of its importance, and feel, as now
they do not, their own interestin it.

The truth is, many things which bave been
spoken in Church, as prayers, have not been
prayers at all. Recitals, perhaps, of a system
of theology~pious meditations—* preachings,”
but not prayers—the utterances frequently of
the moment—1loose, disjointed, and immethodi-
cal! Isitamatter for wonder,if such fail tosus-
tein devotional feeling?  Anotber evil, arising
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in not & few cases from some of the causes in-
dicated, is the unduc length of many prayers,

! i
which begets uncasiness in the worshippers,

and where there is weariness, there can be
little devotion. Indeed, many scem to aim at
*making long prayers,” forgetting that it is
such—* much spcaking,” and not short prayers,
which the Saviour condemns. His own sup-
plicativns were remarkably short.  So, too, 15
that beautiful prayer taoght us by Him, whick
many, alas! calling themseives Presbyterians
and Christians, cven yet trample under fuot—
at least, in practice, utterly ignore—though
the Westminster Directory saith: # And be-
#cause that prayer which Christ taught his
& dizciples is not only a pattern of prayer,
#but itscif a most comprehensive prayer, we

3 recommend it also to be uscd in e prayers

#of the Church.” The conduct of those who,

in the face of this recommendation of the |

Directory, and contrary to the words of Jesus,
make no use of the Lord’s Praver, as well as
hiold in ablorence cverything like a form of
prayer, is, perhiaps, only to be accounted for, on
the ground that at onc peried of the history
of the Church of Scotland—and that at
troublous onc, as well as a time of civil com-
motion—ccriain foolish and arbitrary attempts
were made, from withoul, o caforce an ob-
noxious liturgy upon her.  The wonder i,

- )
sceing the Chusch lias hiad no interference of .

this, or of any similar kind, and no cause to
fear any, since the period referred to—the days
of Laad, some two hundred and thirly and
more rears ago—this prejudice still, more or
less, prevails.  There are notw, however, not a
few sigms of ils at last giving way.

The time was; and not very longsinee, nhen
the minister who used 2 manuscript in preach-
ing wonld not be tolemated, much less Teccive
any Charch preferment at the kands of thic
jwople, and now it is well knowa that the
most cffcctive preackess in the Charch are
those who preach from notes, more o7 lessfull.
This will cre long, we donbt not, be forad to
hiold good also in the matier of peblic prayer.
Ia speaking thug, we make no eferenee to 2
Hturgy, bat to minislers using the seasonable
liberly in conducting pablic prayer, which they
do in preacking; and, if the use of noles Ik
foand o answer » good purpose, in gpeaking
to our fellow men, Wiy arc—10 say the least—
as much required, and might prove as bene-
ficial in “ sjeaking in prayer®to Almighty God.
This Liberiy is he tight of every miaister of
tht Clureh of Scolland, for Were i no law
nor jwohibition of any kind a siast 1. The
$ooner it I8 enjoyed, as it has :ver been pos-
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» sessed, the better may it be for the cause of
truc devotion.
Let us refiect for a moment on the nature of
o prayer. What is it? Not the speaking with
a ceriain degree of what may be regarded as
fluency—not the mere offering of wourds ur
svunds, be they cver so sulemn, but—te use
the words of the old catechism—*" the offering
" up unto God df the desires of the heart,” and
; is any onc prepared to say, that * the desires
' of the heart” cannot be offered up by a clergy-
maan, who, in Charch, prays by the aid of cer-
_ tain forms by bimself previously composed, or
. by the use of certain written signs before him,
_ a5 guidesin this very solemn part of the public
worskip of God? As well might it be said,
that the minister, who, in preaching, makes usc
of a manuscript, cannot preachfrom the heart!
May not he, who prays, aided by ceriain notes
or signs, be justly regarded as more advan-
" tageously circumstanced for © offering up unto
* God thd desires of %is heart, and that calmly,
and with spirit less perturbed, than is the man
who prays *cextempore,” and whose mind is
engaged the while in the work of clothing cer-
. tain ideas, and thesc #of necessarily the desires
of &is heart, in appropriate language ? and are
not prayers thoughtfully and prayerfully pre-
pared in the retirement of the closctmore likely
10 be an expression of the desires of ke icarisof
e Cirislian congregalion, than thosc which are
e mere ulterances of the moment, which
depend very much on the- feclings or state of
hiealth, or conditon—mentzl or bodily—of
. the individual minisier af the fume? Qh!atis
, & respoasible duty 1o stand before 3 congrega-
_ tion of oar fellow-men, as heaveas mes-
. seager, and it is o sulc an thing at the fool-
stool of the heavenly gmec, and, as the monti
of a company of assembled worshippers, to in-
¥ tercede with the Most High God in prayer.
. While we feel tic importance of the once, and
make diligent przpamations for its proper dis-
charge; may we also deeply feel the solemaity
of e othier, and be led o prepare with as
much carcfor it!  And wiaterer be the natare
. of the preparations which we make for, o7 the
manacr of our offeriag ity may weever be mind-
| fal tat—
* He 2t unto oty ads tie way
Ta pablic prayer,
Shonld chvse to doit 3o
Asxall that Ixar wmay kvow
They Deed not {ear
To tane their beatts wnls his tongwe, a3d ay
Amen”
~{lsreeys Synagrgsc.)
Praisc i3 an imporlant partof the worship of
* God—1kx only yasy, indeed, in which itis cus.
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tomary for our congregations to audibly join.
There is, therefore, an additional reason with
us why all cughi to heartily engage in it,
but, all do not thus engage in it. In many
Churches the prases of God aresungina cold,
Leartless, sluovenly manner, sithout aimation,
and apparently with little devotivnal feeling.
To our shame it is, that this part of the service of
the Charch s frequently found to be such as is
painful to the car of man, and little cdifying
to the heart, and being such; welave noright i
to expect that it can be pleasing or acceptable
to God.

Pity (with all we have to be thankful for)
that it is so! But such a state of things is
fitted to excite surprise, as well as regret; for,
of all parts of the service, us ought cverto be
regarded as the most delightful and mest
pleasurable. We¢ cannot concaive of any
higher cnjoyment or more heavenly than the
attuniag heart and voice in the solemn as- .
sembly to Jehovral's praisc, and of thus even
while dwelling on carth, forestalling the joxs
of hieaven by now partaking of its cmploy-
ments.

[ e

-

Let us see to it, that praise has its due place
in public worship. Let us not allow this, the
most heavenly part of our worship on carily,
to be thrasy, as it were, into o corner.  Let us
strive to surmount cvery difliculty which way
be in our way, with the view of having *the
service of soug® becomingly offered unto God.

The reading of the Holy Seriptares in Chureh
is not 2o be neglected. 1t is not forus o stifle
God's voice in his own hiouse. This has been
100 frequently done. Hear on this what the
Directory sith- “Hlow large a portion (of
¥ God’s word) thall be read =t oace, is left 1o
% the wisdom of the minister; but it is con-
Svenienl that ordinatily one chapler of
*each Testament be mead at every meeling,
“and <ometimes. mave, when the chaplers be
*Ishort, a7 the coherence of matter requireth
#it  We commend also the more frequent '
Hreading of sneh Scriptures, as he that readoth
*“may think best for edification, as the Book
“of Paalme, and sach iike” While we walk |
acconding 1o this t=le, as is omr daly, we
ared care nothing, though semc be fonnd sar-
ingy " whatis the uee of all this reading: we
can read the Bible al home for onrselves, ™ —fo7
thote who are dirpased o speak thasare genes
wally thate who do not perase Wieic Biblesraach
in pritale; and cven thongh they Qid, i5 not *

the Chnreh, of all places on tarth Ul where *

God's voioe shoald be tard and aticntively
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in order ‘“to hear what God the Lord will
speak ??

In regard to the Christian sacraments, many
enterlain erroncous notions, in that they too
lightly esteem the one, and bold opinivns over-
cxalted—bordering perhaps on the saperstitious
—regarding theother. Suchspeak of Laptism
and of *the sacrament,” as if baptiam was a
mere ceremony, and not a sacrament, and as

, if the Lord’s Supper was the onls one—or

more, something of the nature of an atonemernt
for sin—certaialy, at the least, as if the furmr
was not to be classed inimportance orsolemnity
with the other. Such notions have doubtless
been engendered in the breasts of the people
by the way in which the sacraments have fre-
quently been respectively administered—the
onc, not scldom, with no previous preparation,
and little solemnity—the other, only aftermuch
preaching, and with great solemnity. By con-
sulting * The Dircctory,” already referred to,
we find that the little solemnity twith which
theadministration of baptism has often beenac-
companied, has no warrant whatever there. That
sacrament is there enjoined to be administered
“qot ia private places, or privately, but in
the place of public worship, andin thic face of the
congregation ;" and, as plainly appears from
what follows, in & wanner fitted to deejly im-
press;not only the hiearts of the Christian parents
there dedicating theirchildren inholy covenant
o God, but also of the assembled congregation
In regard Lo the sacrament of the Lord's Supper,
thie Directory docs not enjoin those preparators
and after-screices, which, in many places, have
Hrcome cusiomars , neither * the much speak-
ing,” immediately before and after its adminis-
tration. nor successive able services—all of
which many have come o regard as abso-
Intely cssential 10 the wwe celcbration of the
ordinance.

Saith the Dircctory, ¥ when this sacrament
“ cannoet withconvenicnce be frequentiy admin-
 istered, it s requisile that public waming e
4 given the Sablath day before the admiais-

] * tration (fereof, and that citker then, oF on

# gome day of thatweek, something concerning
# that ondizance, and the dac preparation
3 yrereunto, and parlicipation  thereof, be
# aught

& When the day is come for adminisiration,
W the minisler Faving onded his sermon and
4 praver, shall make ® shor! exhortation.”
3 After all hare communicated, the Minister
8 may in * for wonrds pat them in mind of the
® Grace of Gl in Jesas Chrisy, hold faith in

» ¥ this sacrament, and exhort them to walk
listened to—1ke place whepe men shonld repai=, |

# worthy of iL”
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From this, we think it is very apparent that
the compilers of the Directory had in view a
more frequent adminstration of the Lord's
Supper, than now geaerally prerails in the
Church—to wit every Lord’s Day, or every
month—and never contemplated having any
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week day services in connection therewstn,
save inexceplional circumstances, and, in siort,
meant this sacrament to be administered 1 a
simpler way than it now generally is with us—
and after the manner of its observance at its
Institution, by our Lord and his Apostles.

Totices ad Bebictys.

SToDIES 1N THE Book oF Psazvs. By |
Winniax & Pruver, D.D., L.I.D.
8. B. Lippincott & Co. Philadclphia,
1866 : Dawson Bros., Moutreal.

[P

[l tion as an author is now
7 tavourably known to three
continents.  His works, en-
titled © Thegracc of Christ.” 1
# The Church and Her Bne-
mics,” “ The Law of God,”™
and # Jehovah Jireh,” 2!
{reatise on * Special Providence,”  will
live ns Jong as the Church visible shall
exist. The organ of the Episcopal Church.
in reviewing ¥ The Law of God,” has the
following truthful statement. which applics
to every work of Dr. Plumer’s pen: = Tt
is scldom in our day that we meet with a
work so literally crammed with thought.”
Though Dr. Plumer is 2 Presbyterian, the
Episcopal reviewer is constrained in justice
10 shake off all denominational prejudice.
and aeeord to the learned Preshyter this
tribute of praise.

We Tiave scldam met a divine so fuil
of religious intcllizence, aud =0 ripe in
theologieal scholavship.  Tis position as
President of Allighany College. brouzhthim
into contact with al! the learnad Liblical
scholarsol’ Eurape— whilst hislanggn massirve
mind cnabled him to amalyze and digest
their  diversified  lucabmations.  1lis
JeHOVAN JIREN is onc of the most &
freshing treatises on divine interpesition
ever given to the Christian world.

The learned author of the work before
as has brought the reading and stadics .
of a long and uscful life, to a valuable ,
focus.  1lis gifted mind has been fontificd |
in the excention of his sclfimpored task ¢
by a sanctified heart.  His mellow age has ;
chosen as its theme the wost devolional
book in the canon of inspired truth; and he ;

- wmmea

shall leave to the world in his -* Studics in
the Psalms ™ a monument wore enduring
than bronze or marble.  Ilis introductory
essay is a mine of thought and theological
knowledee. Ilis style throvghout the
work 1< clear, terse, and evangelical. The
whole commentary is practical. whilst its
criticisms bring out the meaning of the
original with great perspicuity of thouala.

. In all hisinterpretations, Dr. Plumer seeins

to prefer principles to mere verba? or
scholustic eriticism, and on every difiicule
passage hie farnishes the names and views
of all the leading commentators who Lave
gone belore him. -

It is gmtifying to find in an auther of
sich extensive, amd mature expericnes ~o
much wisdom and judgmient. as he displays
in commenting on the aid «of instrumcntal
music. in the worshipof God. 1lis remarks
on this subject may be read with prolit, i the
commentary on the xxxiii. pealm. v. 2.and
in the cv. 2. 1lis pointed rewmark on
thelatterverse is: - [tmay be added that
these who discoumge the use of instraiuen-
tal masie in Gonl's worslip o nut adduic
any Seripiure prohibiting it under the
gosprl.”

The pian «of the wark-differs from taat
of any atiwr commentary on the Psaims
which has appeared.  The Eanzhish version
of cachjealim is given W fwli. then wekave
a criticai. awl practical commentary on cach
verse, in which the opinions wi icarned fuen,
are frequentiy introduced—cither wits ot
withant approval. The commeatary on the
b being thus finished, wehave doctanal
and practical remarks suggzested by the
psaln and its expasition—this part of the
work is cxeeedingly rich, claborate and fuil
of reficction—deep, devant reflection, whilst
the sayings and semarks of many pionsand
learncd men arc introduced by way of ilias-
tratinns, so thatthe workis remarkably sug-
gestive, and for sebbathschool teaching. or
ministerial reference, or family reading. the
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treatise has really no equal in the English
language. Togive the readeran idea of'the
extent and variety of his  doctrinal and
practical remarks,” we find in the first
psalm nineteen, each remark embodying
some great principle of doctrine or duty.
On the second psalm twenty-one remarks,
on the forty-fifth psalm twenty-eight re-
warks, on the seventy-eighth psalm forty-
Jour remarks.. His doctrinal and practical
remarks on the hundred and nineteenth

salm amount to tio hundred and thirty-
eight; each remark embracing a distinct
paragraph, and embodying a distinet prin-
ciple, often illustrated by a fact, an ancedote,
or the pithy saying of some distinguished
divine, or some sufiering saint.

We do not wonder that the Christian
public have been looking with much anxiety
for this commentary, and we are fully per-
suaded that it will more than mcet their
cxpectations.

Tae Reviews axp Brackwoon. New
York: the Leonard Scott Publishing
Co. Monireal: Dawson Brothers.

In the Westminster and London
Quarterly Reviews for October, just receiv-
“ed, will be found articles bearing upon the
controversy uow raging regarding  the
anthenticity of the Scriptures aud the true
history of our Blessed Redeemer. In the
Westminster, a review of Renan's * Apos-
tles,” written with great cleverness, (we
use the term advisedly) shews the utter
confusion into which the enemics of Chris-
tianity have fallen in their attempts to sup
and deswroy the foundations and super-
structure of our faith.  As at the tower of
Babel, there is a babbling and confusion of
tongues amongst those who wonld creet a
fortress high and strong to defy the power
of the Most High. There is unity m the
desiim, but no two of the opponents of
Chnistianity can agree in thelr interpreta-
ticn ot as to the weak points which they
believe they have discorered in the
cvidences and argwnents for its truth.
(Gencration afier generation of -so called
philosophers  have passed away, cach of
which imagined that the hated Nazarenc
was dethroned. Voltaire with his sneering
seepticism, the Eucycloprodists with thar
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superintending providence or a personal
and infinite God. To this task, “he West-
minster has given itself up; and to those
whose minds are turned to theological dis-
cussion, and who have been trained for the
task, the study of the manner in which the
question is discussed cannot fail to be use-
-ful. To weak and unprepared minds, the
effeet might be very dangerous. In =
masterly article in the Quarterly, on © The
Life of our Lord,” will be found, grouped
together, and brougiii face to face, many of’
the inconsistencies, absurdities, and contra-
dictions of the different schools of scepti-
cism and infidelity whose opposing forces
are shown to neutralize each other, and
whose theories would require more unrea-
soning credulity to believe them, than the
credulity of Christians so much despised
by those men, wise in their own conceis.
In the Westminster will be found two very
important articles on the British American
Colonics, one being on Confederation, and
i the other on the Colonies in the North

Pacitic, and an ably written article on the
! Irish church. The Quarterly ismore than
t usually interesting. Blackwood, that oid
| favourite still retains its pristine vigour.
1 showing no signs of falling off as years go
t by. The price at which these Amervicat
; reprints are obtainable, places them within
+ the reach of nearly all.

-~

i

s Dr. JOUNS, BEING A NARRATIVE aF
* CERTAIN EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF AN
ORTHODOX MINISTER 0F CONNECTICUT.
New York: €. Scribner & Co. Mou-
treal : Dawson Brothers.

b

Under the nawe of The Marvel. tla
author of this work was first known totie
public. 1is writings were received with
general favour, but this production we
think is the one which will do mast for Lis
reputation.  There is a tenderness and
delicacy in the story throughout; and the
character of Dr. Johus, outwardly austere,
consistently sclftsaerificing and vet full
. a depti of love for his family and flock, is
“such as to attract the love of the reader.

The mental strugeles of his anly sow, left
. motherless in infancy, are very beautituly
* touched upon.  The other persons in this

new school of atheism, followed by lesser ; unpretending history of the events of a
lights, gave place to others down to the ; country pastor's life are well brought out.
present day, when new schanes have been | The work is onc of thase which in the
devised, certain, in the opinion of their  jong winter evenings would be admimatdh
authors, to extinguish the beliel in ay reading for the family circle.
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therr Flisstons.

The controversy originated by the Times,
on the part performed by the Archbishop of
Canterbury in laying the foundation-stone of
the new Scotch Episcopal Church at Inver-
ness, is not likely to pass away without bear-
tng good fruit. We are very much mistaken
if the Primate of English Episcopacy will not
think twice before he again commits the in- |
discretion of gratoitonsly insulting =2 sister
Church, 25 much established by law, and oc-
cupying the same position in Scotland, as the
Established Church in England. And if tke
Scotch Episcopal Chureh is wise. it will lay to
heart the rebuke which has been administered
to its ridiculous pretensions, as bang the
Charch most entitled to be esizblished in the
land, because the purest and most Scriptural,
and having the sirongest hold upon tbe
wealibier or landed portion of the community.

Ia laring the foundation stont of the Epis-
copal Catbedml at Inverness, the Archbishop |
cf Caaterbury counienanced and gave his
sanction to these ciaims.  In effect, he said the
Established Prestivierian Church of Scotland
w2s nol cajable of performing iis éuty or sup-
plying religious ordinances 10 the people, and
that this Scoich Episcojml Church—which in .
Scotland is as much a Charch of Dissenters as .
the United Preshyterian or Free Church—
oughkt to ke its place. The Times put the !
casc in no morce than its e light when it
charscterised the conducs «f the Aschhishop
as exactly analogaus 1o that of 2 parish minis-
ter going and bzildiag 2 church in the parish
of a peighbouring clergyman and selling up =
new parochial organisation.  In k=i event the |
law would probabls intesfere; butaf it did nat,
public opinion would proncunce the zeal of the
oifcious clergrman a5 Tery tnbecoming and 4
uaseesaly.  Not s whit beller was the recent
injudicioxs sicp of Dr. Loageler, in going to
Inverness and assisiing 1o set up 2 nval ecciee
§:as:§c=l cstablishment 2o the Chusel which,
in Scotland, holds its positien by povoisels the -
Same agthority as that by which ke bolde his
oflice in England. Obhserre. it was not a
** GCharch of Exgland Chaprl.” a7 a representa-
tire of Englisk Episcopacy i Scotland. that
the Arcthishop was aiding.  In tkat case, the
proceedings woald kave been looked spon by
all perties with the atmest good-wiil.  Rat
there wrs a gicat and decided dilferonce, as is
forcibly poiated ozt in the ietzer of a2 Glasgow
correspondent 1a the Times, branng the n:tals
« A, . C.;” ibe prodaction, if we arne not mis-
taken, of the wmintster of Park Chureh.  fie
states that e Proshetesias minisiers of the -
Church of Scotland arc o tetsns of he most
cordinl intimxey with the incombents of the ;
» Church of Englazd ckapels” in Scotland.

We recognise Uxir position (be sars) a5
representing the Chwrch of Eagiznd, aed .
ther cecogmise a5 as the FEstablished Charch
of the land in which they live. Rat this |
s Epscopal Chureh in Scotland™ takes another |
position, 2fccts tesTitormad ttkes, calls its chiels
ivord Bishops of this, thxs, and the ollizr placs,
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in season and out of scason, preaches abou®
the sin of schism” of which we Presbrierian®
are guilty, and (most curious of all) tries to
make Scotland reverse the teaching of her his-

. tory, and compassionate it as having been per-

secuted aud trodden upon in the times of Scot-
tisk. persccution. It iz not to advance the
Cliurch of Eogland, but this Church, whese
ccclesiastical pretensions are perfecily incore-
patible with tke existence of our own national
Church, that tke Archbishop of Czaterbary
crossed the Tweed—nay, went out of his way
to denoance those swho are content fo repre-
sent the Charch of England among us without
claiming to belong to territorial bishoprics.
No onc out of the Scotch Episcopal Charch
who perused the recent and preceding charges
of Bishop Wordsworth to the Synod at Perih
will beficve that ke siatements made by Nr.
Charicris in this letter are unwarranied.
With clharmacteristic exclusiveness the Bishop
claimed for Prelacy tie title of “ Christ's own
institnticn ;” and. not centent with describing
the Episcopai form of govermnment as that

. which alone was sanciioned by Scripture and
. handed down by tradision and the Reman

Cathkolic Church, kc launcked forth into a
wholesale libel against Presbytesianism. It

. kad nat succeeded, he s2id, in producing unity

among Presbyterians themselves, nor in fos-
tering babits of practical picty ; neitker had it
been successful in oblaining reverence and
solemnity for its worship, or in clevating the
moral condition of the people. Now what
was the inference to be drawn from this dia-
tribe? Was it not 1hat in all that in which
the Presbricsiznn Church of Scotland failed,
acconding to the Iishop, Scoich Episcopacy
would succeed, and that 1t ought, therefore, to
be the Established Church of the iand? R is

¢ necdless to deay that this is the amtitien of

Bishop Werdsworth and his brother clergy-
mea.

Again, the statements contained in Mo
Chzrtenis letter wili landly be pronosanced too
strong, when it 13 remembered that the cecle-
s:ashics of the Scotch Epuscopal Church deny
1kat there ave in Scolland,; as the Tiaer cor-
teciir descnited them. 3 seet of Dzssentess, as
1rsly Dessenters as the Weslerans are i Eag-
fand. Scotch Iiskops hate repeatediy, by
implication or otbermise,epsdiated that desig-
nation. and just the other day Rishop Motrell,
of HEdinbuogh, expliatly disclammed it The

. proceedings of the Archbishop of Canteroury

were, he s2id, ¢ a2 distizcl refalation” of the
charge that they were Dissentess.  Now, when
clergymen btlozmingy te an Estabishmem,
7ival to 333t of the National Church of Scot-
land, do not blush in the face of day te wake
such preiensiony, it becomes the daty of ail
intesested in law and onder {0 see that those st
feast xho ozghl to be an example to the people
of dignity and decorwm, thotld not in their
ofScial capacily create ceclesiastiend strife, and
wowad the feelings of well-disposed aad fauth-
fal Churchmen.
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The visit of the Archbishop of Canterburyto

Scotland was not only one breach of ecclesias-
tical ctiquette—t0 use no seveger phrase—it

was a series of ecclesiastical misdemeanours. |

On theSunday before be went to Inverness he
resided at Rossie Priory, the estate of Lord
Kinnaird, and he is accused by« J. T., St
Andrews,” whose letter in the Times bears
internal evidence of emanating from Principal
Tulloch, of Eaving passed that Sunday « appa-
reatly unconscious that the Parish Ghurch was
at hand.® Contrary to the praiseworthy
example of her Majesty, who does not disdain
when at Balmoral to worship with her tenants
and dependents in the humble edifice of Crathie

Parish Church, the Archbishop * did what he |
could,” as # J. T." pulsit, * to show that he -

did noi recognisce the Christian character of
the worship.” To go on the back of that and
lay the foundation-stonc of the
Cathedral at Inverness Letokened = want of
courtesy altogether inconsistent with the usual
gentlemanly deportment of the distinguished

Primate, and it has only met with its just

desert ia the outery rmaised against it by the
% leading journal.”

We do not feel called upon to ge into the .

question of the doctrine professed by Scotch
Episcopalians. or to repeat the charge so often

made of their having 2 large clement of -

Puserism in their creed.  Still less dowe deem

it necessary to refute the claim which has been -

put forih on their behaif, that the half of the
1and of Scotland belongs to their membership.
Tte first need not be mixed up with the ques-
tion more immediately at isstc, and the sccond
is so well knosen to Scotch readers to benbsard
that comument upon it would be superiluons.

Escraypo~—The extent to which ritualistic
Tanaticism of the presentday has spread hias at-
tracied the attention of the sccalar press;auda
lond cry is raised in the name of the ity of the
Church of England for the suppression of the
naisance. It wrashigh time. There are churches

now in Londan, professing o be portions of the |

National Establishment, where the services
caanotinany degree be distiagmished from those
in the Roman Catholic Charch; aad the doc-
trias 2aught on the subject of the Eacharist is
neither more noriess thaa theold Popish dogm=
of traasabstantiatien.
which the Bishops ought to deai; bat all hope
of relicf frem them appears to be abaadoncd,
2ad the laity are called cpon to take thematter
iato their hands. Some palliation, at least, for
the inaction of the Bishaps is tobefound in the

fact, that if ther delcrmine to prosecate the |

offcadess, the prosecttion must be cartied on at
their o=n cosi. and proceedings against ali the
olicuders wizshin the diocese of London would
cost the Bishop the catire reveanes of his see.
Parliamentary action in Church matters is noy,
as 2 male, advisable, bat if no other means of
restraiat ate fonad, then Parliameat mast as-
sert its asthority as the supieme lay inquest
over all affairg, temporal and spiritoa], within
the tealm.  Bat it may be hoped that before
maltess come to that extremity, the good sense
of the conntry and the growih of spiritual and
vital religion in our land may be saflicieat to
check and repress the evil.

Episcopal f

These are matters with |
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Izgtaxp.—The efforts of the ultzamontone
party have not a temporary check from the
students of the Queen's University. The senate
had nccepted the suppletmental charter prorid-
: ed by the late Government, but by a very nar-

row majority of two ; even this was question-

ably gained. The old senate were against the

charter by nine to five ; and it was only by the

six members thrust in by the convocation

expiring government that the numbers were

changed into c.even tonine, The convocation

met immediately after. and as they almost una-
. nimously rejected the charter, their action is
likely to delay the concession which the ulira-
montanes have fought for, until the mecting of
Parliament.

The Alexandra College for ladies has besn
opencd by Archbishop Trench, with over forty
students.

The General Assembly of the Preshyterian
Churchh has unanimously elected the Rerv.

tobert Watts, D.D,, to the chair of Systematic
- Theology. Dr. Watts isn student of Princeton,
wiio distingaished himself both in America and
1 Ireland by his sound scholarship. e is known
- as the wniter of some articles in the Princeton
and British aad Forcign Evangelical Revierws,
; and onc of which, on Bushnell’s book on Vica-
- rious Sacrifice, attmacted much notice. For
seme years be bas been pastor of a charch in
* Dablin.
The zutumaal meelings of the Irish Congre-
i gational Union have been held in Armagh. The
openiag address was delivered by the Rev. J.
. W. Johnstone, the chairman. Qther addresses
were also delivered on Man and his Wants;
. Man and the Gespel ; and Man and the Future,

Fraxce~It is obrious that Romanism, =nd

_ notably the Papacy, is at this moment passing
throagh one of the most formidable crises of its
history. Tke City of the Vatican will be evacu-

_ ated by the French gargison in ihe month of
December. In view of this incvitable event,
Pins X, the candinals, the prelates, the monks
of the Pontifical States, are plunged into the
* greatest consternation ; for they well knasw that
‘ they have no power to rosist the revolationary
torrent.  Bat whose is the fanlt?  If the Pope
and his counscllors had m=de seme just and
wise concessions lo the new iendencies of the
people, in accordanee with the prudent invita-
. toa of Napolcon 111, the Italians wonld will-
, ingly bave copcluded an arrangement with the
« Pontifical Ser: far they retnin asort of national
peide in coanexion with the preservation of the

, prestige of the Papacy in their owa cozatsy.
Unbappily, Pias IX,, aad the Court of Rome
tave persisied in replying {0 the mast legitimate
demands, < Non possutans, and nox they are
codaring the consequenaces of their blind infa-
taation. lLook at the positina of Austeia. The
dyaasty of the Hapsbargs was once great and
illustsioxns in Ewrepe ; it Aas incladed men cmme
izeat for military and political geaius. Bat the
. Emperots of Vicana kxve,/with some exceplions,
commiiled the fanl: of subordinating their

! laws, their resolutioas, their alliances, to the
infinences or the interests of the Pontifcal Sec;
aud what is the result 7 Toe Awsirian Empire

. bas lost its raak amongst the great Continental
{ Powers, and will aever recover it again. Tara

- e = e
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yvour eyes towards Spain. What desolation
prevails amongst that unfortunate people.
Agriculture, commerce, industry, cverything
languishes and i3 expiring! No liberty;, no
guarantee for the rights of the citizens; the
monks and the nunswield a kind of omnipotence
at the Court of Madrid. This is 2 country
which no longer possesses any prosperity at
home, or any authority or influence abroad : and

Romanism, which has been onc of the chief

causes of these evils, shares the melancholy
condition of the country.

In France the state of things is better; and
why? Because, since the end of the reign of
Louis XIV., and especially since the Revolution
of 1769, tie Government, the institutious, the
acts of our nation hatve, in great measure, been
indcpendent of the Romzn theocracy. If the
Freach people had not succeeded in this work
of emancipation, the nation would have fallen
1o the level of Austria and Spain.

' ment to Marscilles or Toulon.
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will do his will, he shall know of the ductrine
whether it be of God.™

ItaLy. There is no news from Rome. Tke
calm that precedes the storm pervades the at-
mosphere there.  The French commander has
addressed his troops, and assured them that by
the 15th of December they will return to their
French firesides.  French transports are load-
ing army matéricl at Civita Vecchin for sirip-
The ¢ Papal
Legion"™—for no one here will desccrate the far-
famed title of ¢ Roman Legion " by applying it

" to such aband of mercenaries—has been blessed
* by the Pope and sent to Viterbo, the inhabitants

of which town kept a befitting silence, but pla-
carded their walls with the enigmatic words,
* Herc one enters and neverdeparts.” Thein-
difference and dislike of the Roman populations
have cooled the courage of the Pope’s defenders,

* who had been assured by their chaplzins that

What ought we to conclude from these re- |

marks, founded upon the events of our epoch ?
That the Papal Church has reached a decisive
crisis, in which it will be necessarily compelled

to choosc between these two courses : either to -

accept in its own ideas and discipline the irre-
versible progress of modern times, or to under-
go the bumiliation of being abandoned by
mankind gezerally, and thus fall into the
abyrss,

The National Scciety for the Translation of
the Scriptures is vigorously jprosceuting its
roble mission. Neitker pretended Papal letters
nor bishops™ prohibitions can effect its object
nor its onward course. If someofitsceclesias-
tical members-have succumbed to hierarchical
1vranny and withdrawn their names, their kearts
arc no less in the work ; onc of the most pro-
minent—the Canon Bertrand, of Versailles—
stoutly declined withdrawing and retmcting
his remarkable speech at the Sorhonne, and his
z:gshop, being au Ultramontazne. has suspended
him.

The President and Vice-Prestdents, after the
Ulimamontane outburst, met and decided on
continuing the weork begun, notwithstanding
opposition, wrere it 1o come even fram the Pope
himsel. In a few months the first pages will
be issacd.  Sarely the fact is a2 grand once—

nothing but féfes and demonstrations and frs-
ternal embraces awaited them on the part of the
people.  As giving the lie to such misrepresea-
tations, another list of contributions by citizens
of Rome to the Italian patrotic fund has been
published, amounting to £2,900 sterling. De-
spite of priest and sps and police, this sum has
been gathered from o large number of sub-
scribers; through the Roman Liberal Commit-

tce.

Ressia—Some of the Continental journals
state that the Emperor of Russia, by an unes-

. pected ukase, has just abolished ail the penai-
. tics enacted against those wlho abandoa the
- Statereligion. Tiaese penalties, which involved

.

tkat the Word of God should make 2 breach, so |

10 speak, ard penctrate into the world of the
learned and literary of the capital of France.
Funds are being collected for the enterprise.
The society hasat preseat fifty-cight members.
«f whom twenty-nine arc Roman Catholics,
ight are Ismaclites; aad twentr-once Protesi-
aNiS.

There is a trath, and a strikiang one, in the
sorrowfal expression afa letter beforeme: ¢ We
..ave not the Bible because we do not deign tr

necome virizous. happy, and free, like our |
brothren in Switzerland, England, and Ame- |

rica ."—a truth pmactically set fornzrd once in

«ur hearjog by a kospital nup, whko declined |
siving the lHeolr Book to a paticnt on theplea. |

* Qur men are not virtuous cnough to hear it;
it is good for yours, who are brought up from
childhood with it!” Sie, at leasy, was not a
Eidle-burner, and yet 1 bLelieve shic once de-
sireyed 2 Testament because she was told it weg
false transiation. True it is. ** if 20y man

-3

-

the confiscation of property, and the loss of all
social position, constituted the greatest obstacle
10 the progress of religious ideas opposed to the
Greek rehigion.  Henceforth we are told this
barrier is removed, and Russia is placed under
the rexume of liberty of worship. We give the
statement as we find it in the calumans of our
contemporarics, without guarantecing ils ac-
curacy.

Cuina.—Tuenty-five Protestant missionary
socictics are rrpresented by about two hundred
agents in China.  There are also some few
Iabourers at work independent of any organ.-
zation. Of the socictics tneive are British . mze,
Amcerican: and four, German.  The largest
number of ordained missionaries arc employed
by the London mission, which i=xs fourteen,
and the Amcerican Preshyterian misslon. which
has twelve, of this class of agents. The follown-
ing tabic gives the 1oial number of missionarics
in China in Junclast, and the number of native
coaverts at the close of Iast year . —

Oprdained WMISSIONATICS cveveeencennnaa. 987
Lay missionarics. ..o ieeevaan.. eienne. <
Missionary Jadies..... ... .. S L
\Vhole numbcer of missionarics ... ...... 203
Number of native helpers.. ... - 173
Number of members received in 1963.... 282
Wiole number of native members.. ... . 3192

NISSIONS AND BAPTIERS IN TUE FINAUR
The Rev. Xr. Taylor. of the Church of Scot-
Iand Missian, crites ffom Sealkoie. o the
¢ Church of Scotland Record :(—*Since 1 last
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wrote to you, I have had the privilege of admit-
ting to baptism a man, his wife, and grown-up
son. The case is a most interesting one.
¢ Gholam Masit' (Servant of Christ) was for
many years a commander of n native regiment
in Cabool, under the late Sirdar Dost Mobam- |
med Khan. He was originally & Brahmin, but |
having resided fora time in a country so thor- |
osghly Mohammedan, he was compelled, out- |
wardly at least, to adopt the Moslem faith. It !
appears that o European, who some years ago |
died in Cabool, was with him in the employ-
ment of the Sirdar, and by times instructed
* Gholam Masit' from the New Testament.
The seed sown iun this way was long
before it appeared. While his worldly affuirs
prospered, the good seed seems to have produc-
ed no effect upon him. By-and-by trouble
arose, and he left Cabool, and for the past
three years was in the cmployment of the Maha-
jab of Cashmere. Here, however, hisleanings
to Christianity were indulged, and he was de- -
spoiled of much valuable property, and obliged
t0 take to flight during the night to escape im- |
prisonment. He has heen with me for six
months, and during that period has given
ample proof that the Word, long ago heard, -
hasz at length found a place in his lheart. His
son; a lad of seventcen or eighteen years of
age, alsomade aprofession of his faith in Christ, ;
and was baptized with his parents. Ile is of |
an amiable disposition, and, though not parti- |
cularly clever, yet I hope, when he has been
ingtiructed, he may be found useful in spreading ‘

the truth among his countrymen.
*¢ Missions on the Punjaubare now gaining a |
larzer number of converts, and of a superior i
class. Abount two months ago a Moulvie of |
Lanore, and his brother; both famous for ability,
made 8 public profession of Christianity. One
of them isin a high position in the office of the
Director of Public Instruction, and is the com-
piier of many of the government schoolbooks,
so that his name is well known throughout the
province. I understand that, previous to his
embracing Christianity, he sent a series of ques-
tions to the chief Moulvie of Lahore and Am-
rivear, challenging them to a defence of Moham-
medanism.  No voice was raised in reply, so
that his avowal of Christianity makes it all the
wa-a strikingly o triumph of the Gospel.”

W .sT Arica~—Rishop Crowther thus writes
f: =3 Bonny Town, on the Niger, giving the .
.1 swing account of the heathenish practices
cal’r1 Juju:—

—

A few yards distance from our temporary ,
sekaol-room in Bonuy Town, stands the great |
Juju house, in which are arranged upon the ;
yosts of the doors at the entrances, and on the |
wallz, and on the upright posts in the centre of 4
the house, tows of hundreds of human skulls ,
as Jecorations 10 the god's house; these ave
said to be the skulls of prisoners of war, who
weze offered 2o Juju in sacrifice, and whose 3
flesh was feasted upon in vengeance on their
enemies.  Oatside, in front, was a platform
crecied of sticks, about six feet high, on which
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were piled up the bones of thase who have been
thus dealt with. But of late a change for the
worse has been observed to be taking plage in
the Juju-house, and in those things connected
with it. The sacred house itself is very much
neglected, and is very much out of repair; it
is out of its perpendicular position, tottering,
and will soon be down unless propped up.
None seem to take any interest in attending to
these things, as far as I can hear just now.
The young men are heard to remark, as they
pass by, ¢ These things were not used to beso ;
there is a change taking place” There are
also private Juju-bouses, and priests, and
priestesses, in whose houses more or less human
skulls are to be seen, These sacred places may
literally be called houses of hnman skulls. The
ugly figures of wood which are sct up to repre-
sent the gods are like those which may be met
with in all other parts of Africa. The reptiles
called the guanas, of the lizard tribe, are
worshipped, being sacred 1o the gods ; these are
to be seen in great numbers at the doors and
outside the buildings everywhere. The sight
is most disgusting, especially when their body
is covered over with mud, in which they slug-
gishly crawl about. They are so tame, they
will scarcely make an effort to move when in
one’s way. I was sitting at the verandal of
our hired house one day, observing the motion
of onc of these creatures ; infront of the house
a small cask was sunk, which served for a well,
containing about two feet of water. The guana
sluggishly crawled towards the edge of the
well, and plunged into the water. In a few
seconds it came up again with 2 large crab in
its mouth, which it quickly dgvoured. On its
plunging into the water, the mud with which
it was besmeared was washed off, and the rep-
tile came up in beautiful chequered colours of
green and yellow, so that one would almost
imagine it was another creature from the one
which had been seen & moment before. Though
these animals are held sacred, yet when they
trespass on private property they are often
roughly dealt with. Onc day, asIstood under
a large tree, buying building-sticks for our new
station, I observed a man with a stick in his
hand beating 2 large guana, and pushing it in-
to the creck. T asked wby the man did so to
this god, when I was told that it had killed
and caten up all the fowl chickens which he
was rearing. There was another large guana
which had crawled on the tree near which 1
stand, apparently stunned from severe beatings.
QOthers may be scen crawling about with a
shortened tail, & part being cut off by some one
in auger, whose property the guana had most
likely destroyed. This will show how little
private regard is now being paid to these
creatures sacred to the gods, though no one
darcd to say anxthing publicly against them.
Thesharks arcalso objects of worship to some
of the pcople here. The sbark is called the
Calabar Juju, because there it is held more
sacred to the gods, while the guana is not in
the least regarded by the people. At Brass,
the cobra, or boa-constrictor, i3 the great
object of worship, as well as the sharks,
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Dox't vo 1T.~—Don't speak that harsh, unkind © Don't live for your own comfort and enjoy-
word, and thus m.nke sad the heart of another. ment alone: live for others.
Speak gently ; 'tis better. Don’t neglect that precious soul committed

Don't make the burden of another heavier, ' to vour charge: remember it must live for
;\vhen it is ":1 your powerto lighten the same. ' gver.
Xeep in good humour ; anger is a pure waste of " < Q T
vitality. No man, and no boy. does his best to«? gzltu:b‘;ztc the boly Sabbath ; its hours are
except when he is cheerful. A light heart makes ) : . o .
nimble hands, and keeps the body healtby, and Don't turn away from the Bible; it is the

the mind free. * book by which you will be judged.
Don’t let others say that you are selfish, and . Don't live merely for this world ; remember
care only for yvourself. the endless fulure.

Articies Selected.

* ¢cessible summits are usually selected as sites
for their temporary villages, for they are essen-
tially & migratory people, and these villages
The Kookies, respecting whom we purposeia  are always defended by means of thick bamboo

this paper to put together as much information ' palisades. Day and night, whether during
as can be gleaned from any source, are & race  times of peace or of war, the paths leading into
of savages occupying the higher ranges of the * the villages are strictly guarded, and no stran-
Tipperah, Cachar, and Chittagory hills. The ger can approach without being noticed. Tneir
lower clevations are inhabited by o people half  houses arc erected as close to onc anotler as
Mongolian and half Caucasian, who acknow- possible, and are buiit on a platform of bamboo
ledge the supremacy of the British Government, ' raised about six feet from the ground. They
and are learning graduaily to appreciate the are usually roomy cnough to accommodate
blessings of civiiization. The Kookics proper, four or five families. Living altogether within
however, have no intercourse with the people ' a limited area which is carefully fortificd, the
of the plains, and resolutely maintain their in- ¢ people provide effectually against ambuscades
dependence.  They are divided into five tribes, ' and sudden surprises.

the Umroi, the Chutlung, the Halam, the Qur most recent information regarding the

Baipai, and the Hochak Kookies. Little com- * tribes occupying Independent Tipperah is fur-

paratively is known of their character and ° nishéd in an interesting report published four

manners, yet enough to keep thevillages of the * years ago by the Chief Givil Assistant in the
border plains in constant dread of their irrup-  great Trigonometrical Survey of India. He

ions. tells us that all the tribes agreed to worship a
Tite tribes arc independent of one another, ' deitycalled Lachee. The worship consists for the

cach clecting its own mjak or king. These 1most part of offerings of cotton, rtice, ckillies,

kingships are hereditary, royalty being clad, * and other produce of the soil, and arc present-
by way of distinction, with a small slipofblack cd with a view sometimes to propitiation, some-
cloth secured round the loins, and having its  times to simply petition fer plenty.  Some-
long bair fastened in a knot which is so fixed times the head and neck of a cock are placed

25 1o overshadow the forchead. The females  in the basket conmaining the offerings, but the

of the rajali’s family also wear black cloth, | oblation belicved to be most acceptable is that

black beng a colour which only the royal ' of a young monkey killed by a single dash
family can use. Each of the tribes is divided upon the ground, and left there for Lachec to
mto clans under the immediate command of pick up.

their own chicftains, who are chiosen by the In their marriages the bridegroom is cxpect-

general voice of the people, and arc therefore, cd to show his gratitude for the bride he has

for all practical purposcs, independent of the  gained by making a present of money to her
rajahs. The weapons that arc used in the father ; and in those cases in which the bride
frequent wars waged against hostile tribes, or - is fatherless, the king of the tribe undertakes
in their great hunting expeditions, are the bow ~ the paternal duties, relinquishing them, how-
and arrow, the spear. the club, and a small cver, the moment the happy son-in-law has
batchet. Their shiclds are made of the hide cxpressed his thankfulness in the usual way.
of an animal calied the gayal, and arc orna- ! The Kookies bury their dead ; the corpses of
mented on the inside with pendulous plates of ' their rajabs, chicfs of clans, and men of dis-
brass, half an inch or an inch in diameter, ' tinction, being smoked and dried before they
which tinkle noisily as the warrior tosses sbout | arc interred.  Whea arajah dies, his houschold
his arm in the dance or in the battle. Strings  place the body on a wooden platform con-
of shells adorn the neeks of the fighting men ; | structed for the purpose, and ¢levated about
tafts of goals hair dyed red are fastencd round ' four aud a half feet above the ground. Under-
their thighs and kuees, and broad rings of ‘ neath this platform they keep up a moderate
ivory sometimes cover their arms, all put on ' fire which gradually dries up the humours of
with a view to give them a terrible appearance : the body  Having been kept in this way for
20 their cnemics. The steepest and most inac- ' three months, the corpse is intetred in a bori-

THE KOOKIES OF EASTERN BENGAL.
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zontal position, in & grave seven or eight feet
deep.

The manner in which the people will com-
municate a, message throughout their tribes is
curious.

inches long. The two prongs of the fork are
formed by splitting the upper portion of the
central rod, to which a crosspiece is tied at
right angles. If the prongs be aligned by
holding the puroi so that the two shall appear
as one, the missive will be scen to resemble a
cross. The tips of the prongs and cross-piece
being turned in breaks, indicate black mail to
be levied, a rupee for every break. If an ad-
ditional picce, having its enrds charred, be
attached, it implies that the people 1o whom
the purot is sent, arc to come on even at night
with torches. If a chilli (the Indian capsicum)
is fixed at the intersection of the cross, it
signifies that disobedience to the summons will
meet with punishment as severe as the chilli is
hot. If both the burnt bit of bamboo and the
chilli are attached, they mean that the requi-
sition Is extremely urgent, and must be com-
plied with forthwith; whilst, if a piece of plain
bamboo or stick be added 1o the cross, it
sigaifies that disobedience will entail corporal
punishment.

Ifa Kookie widower wishes to marry again,
he must first gain the consent of lis deceased
wife’s relations. A year after her death, he
gives them an entertainizent, and asks to be
allowed to cut his hair; the unshorn hair
being a token of mourning.  Suffering another
¥ear o clapse, he summons them again, and
having opencd theirhearts by means of pork and
strong drink, he announces his wish to marry.

If the company aecede to his request, he is
henceforth free to carry out his desire , if they
refuse it, he must be content to remain a wid-
ower.

The Cachar Kookies ordinarily burn their
dead. Vegetables and rice are brought to the
spot where the cremation took place, and the
relatives of the dead man thus address his
ashes :—** We bid you farewell to-day. What-
ever money and rice you have acquired, leave
withus” The widow then steps forward, and
having laid aside the flowers and other orna-
ments with which she had Ledecked herself for
thie occasion. bids adien to lier husband, saying :
~—* Thus long have we lived together, this day
are we parted.” She then prostrates herself on
]tlu_: ground, and returns home with dishevelled
rair.

Thy Kookies have a vague notion of a future
state of rewards and punishments : but they,
for the most part, incline to the Hinda doctrine
of transmigration. According to their rude
code of morality, the chief sins a man can com-

tit arg, injuring the property of others, abus- |

ing parents, giving falsc cvidence, being disre-

A puroi, we are told, is made out of
peeled strips of bamboo, about eight and a half |

|

i

+
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ever, that wrong doing, according to this code
of morality, becomes such only when its evil
effects threaten to disturb the comfort and
quiet of Kookicdom ; and that it is not con-
templated that the goud deeds enumerated as
meritorious should characterise the Kookie's
relations with strangers.

One of the most offensive features of Kookie
life is the disease that prevails among the
people.  The amount of disease amonyst them,
and the hideous varieties and types it assumes,
are something appalling.  Hill tribes are noto-
riously filthy in their habits and entire style of
living ; and of the diseases so genecrated, the
cutancous constitute the mildest kind. The
people are more or less infected with leprosy.
elephantia-is, cancers, and obstinate skin dis-
eases. The elephantiasis prevalent amongst
them is often accompanied with grapes at the
angle between the foot and the leg.  This pre-

. valence of disease isattributable 1o the want

of cleanliness, bad water, aad indiscriminatc
feeding. Dogs, elephants, snakes, and pois-
oned fish are regarded as furnishung legitimate
food, and are aven coveted. If atiger happens
to kiil onc of their number, the whele clan im-
mediately rosh to arns, and set out in pursunt
of the offending beast.  Suould it be taken, the
family of the deceased make a banquet of its
flesh. in Tevenge for the death of their relation :
and until the animal is taken and so disposed
of, the entire clan is regarded as excommuni-
cute from the tribe.  So, too, if a tiger slais
onc of a party of huntsmen. the party dare not
return home without bringing the dead body
of the animal with them.

The warlike habits of the Kookies make them
a terror to the Tipperah hill men and the
Cacharis. Theirarmagements for an attack on
an cuemy's village are made with consummate
secrecy, the intended victims of their cruel
revenge knowing nothing of the deom prepared
for them, till they are stiartled by the savage
battle-shout that announces the onslnught.
During the time they are cngaged in o hostile
cxcursion, they never kindlea fire, but, carrving
with them ready-dressed provisions in a bam-
boo tube which is slung across the shoulder,
they march during the darkness of the nighi.
and lic concealed in the dense forests during
the day. The distance to the doomed viilage
may be great, and the march may extead over
days, but it is conducted throughout in perfest
silcnce. No one speaks aloud ; cverything
that has to be said is whispered. Tr mping

. thus noisclessly through the thick jungles, the

spectful to the aged, marrying an clder brothers

wife, aod walking over a man’s body. The
principal meritorious deeds are, giving alms
to the poor, furnishing shelter for travellers,

and other birds to talk, bringing onc home by
torchlight who has been benighted in the
jungles, obeying parcats, and giving water to
the thirsty. It is worthy of observation, how-

people of the fated village get no warning of
danger. Having reached the neighbourhood
of the village, these savages balt, and lic in
ambush it the night falls. Ay an hour well
into the night, when the inhabitants of the
village have all returned from their days
work, and have retired to rest, the murderons
band steal forth from their hiding-place, and,

: without ¢ven a whispered word, form a cordon

, around the village. eCOI
fanning onc when e is hot, teaching the parros , the whole party yell out their infernal battle-
t struck with the heavily-barbed spears.

At a preconcerted sigaal,

cry to the clanging of their shiclds, as they 'ﬁre
1C

. sound, too well known, stabs the heart of the

hiclpless villagers with dismay. In the wild
cagerness to escape, they rush from their buts.
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Loping to elude the vigilance of their cnemies
at some point left unguarded. But the hope is
vain, Whilst they are still running frantically
to and fro seeking a point of escape, the deadly
cordon is being drawn closer and closer aronnd
them, and then ensues the indiscriminate slaugh-
ter. Neither woman nor child escapes the cruel
revenge. The inbabitants are all slaim, the
village is blotted out, and the Kookies withdraw
in trinmph, each warrior bearing away the
bleeding heads that betoken his prowess.

Sometimes a village is attacked, not on ac-
count of any existing feud, but simply becanse
the savages are in want of victims for sacrifice.
When 2 king or the chief of & clan dies, it is
presumed that in the unknown world to which
he has gone he will require the same personal
attendance that he was in the habit of com-
manding bere ; but as the men who waited on
him as servants herc are not disposed to extend
their term of service into the next world, they
find it convenicnt to delegate their duties to
other people. The Bengalis of some unfortn-
nate village are probably selected for this pur-
pose, and a Kookie party isimmediately formed
apnd dispatched against them, with a view to
hurry away to their new duties these servants
¢lect of the departed king. This peculiarity in
the religious belief of the Kookiesaccounts for
the frequent raids they perpetrate on the inof-
fensive inhabitants of the plains,

No systematic attempt that we are aware of
has evet been made to bring civilising influen-
ces to bear on the Kookies. A great drawback
to any cffort of the kind would be their restless,
wandering habits. .\ Kookie village may be
here to-day, and ten miles off to-morrow. The
huts in which they live cost them nothing be-
yond thelabour of erection,so that their frequent
migrations are attended with no cxpense. The
houses they provide for themselves are made of
grass and bamboes, and these materials are to
be had in abundance in these hills. They cul-
tivate the soil 10 a certain extent, but the agri-
culture is of » very imperfect kind.,  They will
cut down & bamboo jungle, and when 1t has
dried in the sun, they will set fire to it, and
then wait for a heavy shower of rain.  After
the rain has softened the ground, they will, by
weans of oblique cuts made with 2 dow, form
nuwmerous pits into which the seed is dropped.
The seed may consist of either paddy alone, or
paddy and cotton and Indian corn, all mixed
together. The cotton cultivationin these hills
is more extensive than would at first sight be
supposed. Large quantities of the fibre find
their way to the markets of Chittagong and
Tipperah ; but as the local demand absorbs
the supply, there is nothing available for ex-
portation. The cultivation will need to be
greatly improved before the Kaokie cotton can
compete with the produce in other parts of
Indin. Outof every 75,000 maunds ofunclean-
ed fibre, only 25,000 maunds of cleaned cot-
ton can be obtained, the proportion of cleaned
10 uncleaned being as one to three.  This pro-
portion is in reality a grave disproportion,
mainly arising from the tenacity with which
the fibre adheres to the sced. The shortness
aud brittleness of the staple ave also scrious
drawbacks to its profitable sale. The only
way to correct these cvils would be to improve
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the cultivation. As long as the people sow
their cotton, not only broadeast, but largely
intermixcd with other seed, so denying it the
conditions essential to vigorous development,
30 long all that can be expected are a stunted
plant, a smail and sickly pod, and a weak fire.
The Government of Bengal proposed some
years ago to establish an experimental factory
for the growth and preparation of cotton, but
the proposition was negatived by the Supreme
Government. No private enterprise has ac
yet been attracted to these hills, and now that
the demard for Indian cotton is fast abativg,
it is not likely to be so.

It seems to us that nothing can be done with
these Kookies until they have been taught to
dwell in fixed habitations. Their vagrant life
is mainly owing to their mode of agriculture,
They invariably joomn their lands, that is, burn
the jungle on them, and then drop the sced
into the little holes carelessly notched out ac
the point of the dow. There is no attempt at
plonghing, or, indeced, at any proper prepara-
tion of the soil. The success of the crop i+ "wft
mainly to depend on thestimulus created by
fire. " The consequence is, that none of these
lands are required to yield more thanone ctup.
When the ground about their temporary wn-
campment has been once used up, the pecple
move somewhere else where there is virgin
land to be joomed. Thus the Kookies are {-r-
petually moving, and are not to be found wlen
we want them, whether to chastise them for
some murderous gacqueite, or to draw t..m
within the pale of civilization.

Having thus collated, as best we could, 11
that is known respecting these all but wild
men of the Rastern hills, it only remains to
observe that up to this time no effort has le.n
made to convey the Gospel to them ; and it is
difficult to say when the door for such service
will be opened.  But the Kookies will not be
furgotten in the providential government of Eim
who is to reign until He has subdued all things
unto limself; and when the set time comes to
favour these ignorant and blood-thirty savages,
the opportunity will come with it, and the !d
power that has conquered elsewhere will be_in
its conquests in this new direction.

THE FLOWER-SHOW,

*N London, for several ye.rs,
flower-shows have been estab-
lished, at which the poor are
invited to exhibit. Great inze-
rest attaches to these anaual
gatherings, and tastes are fus-
tered by them in courts and
alleys where no sunuy light of nature
enters, which do much to improve
the home of their inhabitants. [t is
to one such humble show that my
true and simple story relates.

Down a dark alley, where the rows
of houses stood close together, and the broken
windows were filled up with rags, walked a
girl who looked a little tidicr and cleaner than
the childven playing around with their heaps
of oyster shells, She was returning from an
errand, and threaded her way along the ditty
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alley till she came to the house, No. 21. She
ran quickly up-stairs and opened a door. A
child younger than herself was nursing a puny
little baby, and trying at the same time to
toast a few slices of bread in front of' & small
fire, evidently hindered by the wailing of the
infant in her lap.

“ Here is sixpence I have got for my needle-
work,” said the girl who had just come in.
“ Now mother will let me go again to the rag-
ged school to-night.”

“ I don’t think she will, Annic: baby cries
so much in the evening, and mother always
s0ys you are to nurse her?

“ Well, if she won't let me go, I won't do
any more work,” replied Annie, sulkily.

 1s that what the kind young laly that you
are so fond of, told vou ?”

% wish she would teach me always, and
then I would try to be better.”

“* Well, Annie, I am sure you have been
kinder to me ever since she taught you, and
she would like to know thatr.?

Aanie took up the poor litile baby, who had
begun to fret again, and soothed it on her lap.
(n one side of the room there was a small
bedstead, and there were afew cups and plates
npon the shelf ; the floor was uncarpeted, and
the window without a blind. Over the whole
place there was a general look of squalor and
misery which is easily accounted fur : Annie’s
father was a costermonger whose earnings were
very uncertain, and who, when they were large,
generally spent them at the public house ; the
mother worked hard at the washing-tub, and
came home late, tired and cross, and some-
times she, too, spent more than she ought on
heer : so that the home of these poor children
was a very unhappy one, though unfortunately,
not wors¢ than thousands of others in our
dreadful London back-streets.

A ragged school had been established for
some time in a neighbouring street, and Annic
had been sent to it by ber mother that she
might get some book-learning. At first Annic
'id not care to go, and became tired of sitting
#0 long quiet ; she had not been trained to be
obedient, and in consequence often gave her
teacher much trouble, disturbing the other
girls and being saucy when reproved. .One
evening a gentle, kind young lady came to
assist her friend, in whose class Annic was,
The sweet look in her eyes riveted Annie's
attention, and she felt an unusual pleasure in
trying to do her task ; then the kind word of
encouragement inspired her with the desire to
10 more. When school was over, Anni¢c came
by the side of the lady, and looking up into
her face, said, Do come again, I like you to
teach me; do come again™ The lady looked
surprised at being spoken to, and then said
gindly, * I shall be here next Friday.”

On Friday, Aunic managed to come in very
good time : she looked tidier and cleaner
than usual, and was evidently determined to do
her best. The same young lady came to take
charge of the class, and with & pleased look
recognized her little friend. From that time
there was & marked improvement in Annie’s
bebaviour. The lessons she was taught were
taken to heart, and it was evident that she was
striving through many difficultics to do better.
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Of course bad habits and bad temper will some-
times gain the mastery, but it soon scemed that
by God's grace a hard struggle against sin was
going on in her heart.

On the evening of the day on which she
brought home the money for her work, the
baby was quiet ; and Annie’s mother allowed
her to go to the ragged school. When she
came home, a bright look was on her face.
¢ Ohmother,” she said, ‘¢ there is to bea flower-
show in two months’ time, and teacher says we
are all to get little plants in pots, and then we
can send them to the show, and the best wili
get prizes ; only they must be our very own
flowers that we have taken care of ourselves.

¢ But I cannot be spending money on flower.
or flower-pots,” said her mother, somewha:
roughly.

 Oh, but mother dear, you will let me spend
twopence out of the next sixpence I earn, wont
you? And T know an old man in Crane's
Court who will let me have such a pretty littie
geranium,”

¢ Well, well, I'tl see—perhaps1 will," replicu
her mother more gently.

Poor Annie tried hard to get some work
that she could do. At last she succeeded, and
very pleased was she when the sixpence was
put in her hands. She went round to Crane
Court where an old gardener lived, whose
window-sill boasted a few plants, and pur-
chased of him & nice young geranium, whick
the old man told her would he fall of bloom i
she watered it regularly, gave it plenty of ligh:
and air, and kept it freec from insects. She
took it home, and tlie care of her plant was «
eonstant pleasure. Every morning she ran
down to the pump in the yard and brought uy
a broken cupful of water—it was her onl,
watering can; and day by day the flower
throve under her careful attention, put forin
its leaves, and at length, in excellent time for
the show, large heads of beautiful blossoms
appeared.

The show was to be held in the garden of the
nearest square, and the children had alread,
seen preparations being wade for tents to
receive their cherished plants.  The day before
the exhibition Annie went to take a peep
between the railings at what was going oc
inside, and then ran home full of glee to teil
her sister Susan about the large tent that had
been put up.  As she came near the house she
lovked up to see if her plant, which she was to
take in the afternoon round to the garden, wa,
safe on the window-sill. It was gone. Who
could bave touched it? She had never known
it moved before. Her heart beating fast, she
ran*up stairs quickly, opened the door, and
there on the floor lay her pretty flower, the
stalk broken in half. Poor Annie burst inte
tears. Her father sat on a stool near the win-
dow, and said, crossly. .

#See what comes of keeping your silly
flowers in the way. The window can't be
opened without knocking them down.”

# Ql, but, father,” sobbed Annie, “I was
going to take it to the flower-show to-day, and
perhaps I should have got a prize ; for I have
taken such care of it,—I loved it so.”

1 Well, you need not take on so.
sixpence to buy another with,”

Here's
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But then, father, it won't be my own : and
teacher said we must only send those plants we
have grown ourselves.”

« Who'll know anything about it, you silly
girl 7 Buy your flower, nad get your prize.”

Annie felt there was something wrong : still
she took the sixpence, and went away with a
sad heart. Sheboughta handsome little plant,
with fine blossoms. It looked quite as pretty
as her own : but Annie felt all the time in her
heart that she was doing wrong, and could
take no pleasure in it. In the afternoon she
carried the pot to the tent : it was placed on a
stand with a number of others, and looked very
gay amongst them. But Annic’s heart was like
lead, and the words, * Thou, God, seest me,”
which she had learnt at school, kept running
in her head.

The next morning was bright and fine.
Annie and Susan made themselves look as tidy
as they could, and went to the square. The
flowers lc o%ed so lovely, the masic sounded so
merrily, that Annie’s misgivings scemed to
disappear. On 2 table at onc end of the tent
were the prizes spread out on 2 red cloth.
Picces of calico and print, brushes, books, and
gardening tools made a tempting array, and
Annie thought how nice it would be to have a
new cotton frock. Very often she visited her
geranium : and once, when she came near,
there was a group of gentlemen round it fixing
a thicket on, saying it was a prize flower.
Annie felt stunned : the temptation to take ihe
prize was very great, and vet she knew the
conditions on which it was given. At length
the important time came when the list o prizes
was read.  All the cluldren listened eagerly,

and one after another the fortunate prize-hold-
ers advanced to the lady who was distribut-
ing the awards, and received some useful
present, accompanied with a few kind words.

At last, * Annic Smith, for a fine geraninm.’
was read out. Annic, who had listened for’ l
and vet dreaded to hear this sentence, advanced
slowly to the table.

¢ Here is a picce of print to make you a !
frock,” said the lady.  * You have taken great
care to rear yvour pretty plant, and here is
something you <can work at for yourselfl”

Annie beld ont herhand to receive the stuff';
but as these words werce uttered the text scemed
to ring in her cars. Sac dropped her hand,
and, half sobbing, said,  No, ma'am, it is not
my flower.”

t Not your flower! Why, what do yonmean?
You are Annie Smith, arc you not ?”

“ Yes,” said a teacher who stood near.
© What is it, Annic? You have beee rearing a |
plant for a long time, I know.”

“ Yes, ma'am, but it was broken : and this is
anew onc that I hought yesterday, and I am
very sorry | bonght it.  Please forgive me.”

She returned to her seat, and the piece of |
print which had been so nearly her’s was given
1o another girl.

Anrnic’s temptation had been very severe.
Her teachers knew this, and they resolved
that, though she had lost her prize, she should
not go without a new frock. Of course at the
time Annic thought she would be punished, not
rewarded, for confessing her fault. The kind-
ness shown to her made her more bumble and -
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penitent than any punishment could have
done.

Do you not think this little ragged-school
girl acted wisely when she sacrificed her dearest
wish to her sense of the requirements of God’s
holy law, which permits one neither to act nor
speak a lie? The discovery of the deceit she
had practised in bringing a freshiy-purchased
plant would probably never have been made -
but she knew that God's all-seeing eyve was
upon her path, and spied out all her ways, and
this knowledge prevented her from committing
sin.

AN UNPROTITABLE SUNDAY.

Y A BUSINRSS MAN.
TIIINK you should
come with me to Rose-
mount, to see my old
friend, Mrs. Tulloch.”

These words were spoken by
Mr. Overdale. who sis at the
desk opposite to me.  We had
been taking breath for a mo-
ment. and 1 happened to say
that I should much like to
spend the next Sunday in the country
someswhere. as the weather was so fine.

“ Where is Rosemount 7" T asked.

“Why it is a little hamlet—one can
hardly call it a village—three or four wiie-
to the south-cast. an exceedingly plessant
spot among the hills.  Out there ore can
almost faney oncself transported to thedays
of the patriarchs, anong the herds and

_the flocks; only, to be sure. there are no

tents.  Instead there are many pretty vilias,
built on the slope of the hill.  But I must
tell you that you nced to be a little bit ot'a
pedestrian to go there, for there is no il to

t it, and the omnibus does not run on Sun-

day. But the road is really beautiful, and

i T am sure you will enjoy the walk.”

“Well. T shouldnt wind going,” I an
swered, **if I would not be intruding upon
your friend.”

# Oh, Mrs. Tulloch will be delighted to
see you. She is really a very nice old woman.

- and hospitality itself; she does not see many
" people. however, Rosemount being an out
i of-the way place, and she is not able to

move about now. poor wom:n, and is con-
stantly confined to the house. That's the
reason why I go thereso often on Sunday,
just to let her know that she is not quiie
alone and forgotten in the world.™
Thearrangements having been completed,
we started immediately after breakfast next
Sunday morning. You must know, how-
ever, this was not till half-past nine, for
my Sunday breakfast, though not so sub-
stantial as my week-day ong, lastslonger, te
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let me once in a time enjoy the rare luxury '
of drinking my hot tea without blowing
and puffing. I thought there wasno reason
for starting ecarlier, as we could easily walk
the distanee in an hour and a half, and
would thus be in iime for service, which, as
I <uppnsed, commenced at eleven o'clock
1t Ro<emount, as well as everywhere clse.
Nor did Mr. Overdale grumble on account
»f my being rather late. On the contrary,
I found him just finishing his last picee of
toast, and patiently waiting till 1 should
make my appearance.

The road was very beautiful: just such
a road as one would wish for a quiet, hal-
lowed Suaday's walk. Winding up the '
side of a hill, and then down into a valley,
and up a hill again, it soon took us away
from the crowded town, which even on
Sunday is noisy and bustling. We did not |
notice a single living creature on the way,
except the birds, which sang their morning
hymn to the praise of their Creator in
their lofty and green-decorated musie-hall, |
and the cattle, which peaceefully browsing
on the slopes of the hills, scemed to preach ;
an cloguent sermon from the text: * The
eyes of all wait upon Thee, and Thou
zivest them their meat in due season. Thou
openest thine hand and satisfiet the desire
of every living thing.” The scenery around,
clad 2s everything was in its luxuriant sum-
mer attire, and reposing in the quict of =
lovely Sabbath morning, had a particularly
hallowing effect upon my mind. It was
a striking illustration of whatis meant by
the word “ peace.” No harsh sound grated
upon our ecars, no rough winds buffeted us
on our way, no waste fields or decayed
house offended the eye; all was perfect har-
mony. and through it all love scemed to
breathe the key note. 1 felt that nothing
could better prepare me for the worship of
Gaod than an hour like this spent in the .
tempie of nature, and I could not help say-
inz to my friend that T wished 1 could
cvery Sunday take my way to the house
of praver through this court of creation.

 In that case I should advise you not
to tzke this road,” Mr. Overdale answered,
* fur you will find no church at Rose-
mount.”

“* Why? Isn't there a church there 2 1
asked in amazement.

* There is neither church nor chapel, !
my dear sir, nor is there any within six ¢
wmiles, except the churches in our own 1
town.”

*“ How is that ? Aren’t there sinners there
to be saved, and saints to be edified ?”

1

by villas we see it now.

_ an answer.
_ him but in vain. My question had render-
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¢ Plenty of sinners; I am afraid far more
than of saints. But the place has only
within the lust ten years extended from
half a dozen miscrable peasants’ cottage to
the cluster of well-built houses surrounded
Efforts are being
made, I understand, to get a chapel-of-case
built, but the incumbent of the parish
seems to inanifest anything but enthusiasm
for the plan.”

I felt disappointed. I could now under-
stand why my friend had beea taking it
so easy, for we had crept up and down the
hills zather than walked, and to my surprise,
on Loking at my wateh, I found that it
was a quarter past cleven when we came in
sizht of the place.

No sooner had we entered what might be
called 2 street in embryo, which ran be-
tween two short rows of recently built shop
houses, than we were met by a dozen chil-
dren, boys and girls of from six to fourteen,
indulging in lively sports with as much
noise as theit uncontrolled spirit of playful-
ness admitted.  Two of them were sending
up a kite, four were throwing balls, and the
rest were playing marbles. I noticed a big
boy, apparently about fifteen, sitting upon
a piece of timber, reading a book. Hav-
ing glanced over his shoulder, I found it
was one of the railway novel collection.

Do you li*¢ that book? ™ I took leave
to ask, zently tapping him on the shoul
der.

% Yes I do, sir,” was the short answer.

= 1tis anovel, isn'tit? "

< It is, sir.”

# Do you think it is right to read such
a bookon the Lord’s Day 7?7 I asked, in
as kind a tone as 1 could command.

The boy looked at me with an expres-
sion of wonder, not unin ixed with crossness.
T'hen turning his eyes upon the book again,
he continued his reading, without giving me
I put a few other questions to

c¢d him as dumb as the grave.

¢ 1 believe,” Mr. Overdale said to me,
% the people of the place like their Sunday-
license so well, that to touch it would be very

. much the same as touching the apple of the

eye. The poor boy apparcatly has never
known such a thing asa Christian Sunday.
I wonder whether he cver went to
church.”

My attention was then drawn toa ser-
vant girl, who, with a basket from which
a legof mutton was protruding, came out
of a butcher’s shop, which was open just as
it would be on a common week day.
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« Tt seems there are no police here either,”

I observed. '
¢ Why, what would be theuse of police

in this matter ?” Mr. Overdale replied. |

« The policeman might compel the butcher
to put up his shutters, but he eould not pre-
vent him selling his meat. The people
would still know very well where to get
their joints and chops on Sunday.”

While Mr. Overdale said these words the
butcher, in his shirt-sleeves and with a long
white apron down to his ancles, came out
to the door.

‘“ Fine day this, gentlemen,” he said,
in a kind tone, as though we had known
each other for years.

“ Beautiful,” I answered. ““ I am sur-
prised to see you shut up in your house.
It is such a luxury to take a walk in. the
country.” ,

# Oh, it is; but you see I can’t get away
frovt my shop till noon. People sleep so
dreadfully long on the Sunday morning,
and come so late to make their purchases.”

“ What is the general hour for rising
here on Sunday morning’ ?” T asked, sarcas-
tically. “ Ten 77

“ Well, I think that’s about it. And
then it takes till cleven, sometimes till
twelve, to get breakfast. It is a bore and
bother to us shopkecpers. But it can’t be
helped. It is public opinion, sir, and no-
body need go against that.”

“Well, but it is unlawful,” I observed.
1t is against human as well as divide Jaw
to buy and sell on Sunday, isn’t it ?”

“ Well, it is; but you see, where every-
body breaks the law, it is impossible for
one man to keep it.”’

# But don’t the police interfere ?”” Mr.
Qverdale asked. .

The butcher smiled and passed his hand
across his full-moon face.

« Ah, the police,” he replied. ¢ I suppose
vou dont know what the pol‘xce. in the
country means. A policeman 1s just the
humble servaut of the ladies and gentleman
who are the great people of the place. Take,

for instance,DMr. Price, who lives in that

splendid villa you see up yonder on the |

top of the hill.” Why, he is the first magis-
trate in the district; but alert as he is
during the week, he is lazy on Sundays.
He sleeps awfully long. I don’t believe he
and his family rise before noon. Then friends
often come unexpectedly on a visit, and on
a sudden a joint is wanted, orsome steaks,
or a dozen or so of cutlets. Now you sec,
while the mistress orders the servant to
run down to me as quick as she can, the
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master can't very well order the policeman
to see my shop being shut, that not even
s0 much as a sausage be carried out of it.
That wouldn’t do at all, you see, sir: and
least of all on the part of a magistrate.”

The talkative butcher laughed heartily
after this diseharge of his humour.

“ And it's the same,” he continued,
¢ with all the great folks who live up the
hill.  'We must all wait upon their orders—
the grocer, the baker, the dairyman, and
myself.”

“ But couldn’t you shopkeepers agree to-
gether not to sell on Suudays ?” T asked.
“ Suppose your shops were shut, what could
til(; ,‘, great folks,’ as you call them, do against
it ?

“Oht” the buteher answered, assuming
an expression of mock horror, ¢ Oh, sir,
that's conspiracy | We dare not attempt it,
sir.  You see, we have settled down here
relying upon the favour of the ladies and
gentlemen. We have built our houses on
that understanding, and we could not exist
but for their good will. Now you see, if
we were to wage war with them on Sunday,
they would eonspire to make mince-meat
of us, which of course would eause them a
little inconvenience ; but they might easily
manage by some arrangements to get their
provisions from town.”

“ Dear me, what a state of things this
is,” I said to Mr. Overdale as we were pro-
ceeding along ; “we have surely got into
heathendom.”’

“ It is simply owing to the fact of there
being no place of worship here,” was th_e
answer. A Sunday withouta church is
like a house without inhabitants. It de-
cays and goes to waste more and more, till
at length it collapses into mere dust and
rubbish.”

We passed the grocer's. A good-look-
ing womaun, evidently the mistress of the
house, was just directing her boy, who,
with a large well-filled bag on his back,
was about to start off towards the hill.

“ Rather a heavy burden for one to carry
on the Day of Rest, ma’am,” Mr. Overdale
said to her, in a kind, compassionate
voiee.

"4 Well, sir, it is, rather,” she answered
In the same tone, “ and more especially as
he has to carry it up to the very top of the
hill. On week-days he takes it up on horse-
back; but on Sundays the quantities are
not nearly so large, and there being but a
few houses to be called at, it is scarcely
worth while to take the horse out of the
field. And besides, the animal really needs
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the rest of one day out of seven, for it has
to trot up and down the hills qll th_e other
days in the week. So we drive it away
into the meadow on Saturday evening, and
leave it there till Monday morning.”

s T should almost say you deal more mer-
cifully with your horse than with your boy,”
I observed, trying to assumeas kind a smile
as the muscles of my face were capable of
forming. It cost me some difficulty though,
for I thought the subject anything but one
to smile at. Fortunately it had the desired
effect, for she took the thing quite good
humouredly, and said: )

« Ah, well, sir, there is some truth in
that; but the boy is specially paid for it,
you see ; and money sweetens work, as the

roverb says.”

« But do you believe it is right to induce
a servant to work for money on the Lord’s
Day ? ” T asked.

A stern expression at one passed over the
woman's face, and I expected nothing short
of an outburst of anger. But I was mis-
taken. It was not the expression of resent-
ment, but of a stricken conscience.

“ Well, T don’t think it is right,” she
answered, “and I often speak about it to
wy husband ; for I wasn’t brought up in this
sort of way, sir. My parents were respee-
table people, who went regularly to church
twice every Sunday, and would not for all
the silver and gold in the world have broken
the Lord’s Day. Nor is my good husband
one of those folks who don’t care about re-
Hoion. He would be only too glad if we
could shut the shop on Sunday, as respee-
table tradesmen do clsewhere.
not be -done. The people here about will

But it can- |

have the shops open, because, you see, sir, |

they have no church to go to.
known that matters were in such a state,
I should never have given my consent to
settling down in this place. You may depend
upon that, sir.”

At this moment the postman turned
round the corner, and- having crossed the
street disappeared into acottage, which was
evidently one of the oldest buildings in the
place.

“ That poor man knows what a Sunday
here means,” continued the grocer's wife,
looking after him with a compassionate ex-
pression.  © He has been delivering the
letters since eight o’clock this morning,
knocking about without a moment’'s rest.
And he has got uncommonly early done
with his work to-day, for T often notice
him coming home on Sundays as late as
two o'clock.”

If T had |
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“ But I suppose he, too, is specially paid
for it,” Mr. Qverdale observed.

“Well, I don’t know. I don’t believe

the post-master pays him ; but I have no
doubt the gentlemen drop a shilling or two
into his hand now and then. Still T know
he does not like the work. He once said
to me that he would gladly lose ashilling of
his weekly wages if he could have his
Sunday to himself. And a shilling a week
is no trifle to that man, gir,* for he has to
work hard all the week to support a nume-
rous family.”
I am sorry to find,” I said,  that there
18 no one among you who has the courage
to sct his face against this state of things.
I understand from the butcher, with whom
we had a little conversation on the subject
just now, that it is feared such an opposi-
tion on your part would injure your tradc
during the weck. But ought we not to fear
(rod more than man ? Man can only kill
the body and do no more, but God can de-
stroy both body and soul.”

“True, vefy true, sir,’ the woman an-
swered. She secmed, however, not to like
this turn of the conversation very much, for,
having bidden us good-day, she quickly
retired into her shop.

We passed a public-house which, from
the noise that issued from it,appearcd to be
crowded with drinking and quarelling people
Of course we could not have expected it to
be otherwise. We also noticed several
carriages in the stable-yard. They appar-
ently belonged to people who who had come
on a visit to their friends in the coun-
try. .

“Your yard isalmost too small for the
press of gigs and carriages,” I said to the
ostler who was smoking his pipe at the gate.
“And what fine vehicles there are among
them ! This scems to be a spot that is
much liked by the gentry.”

“Ah, only on Sunday,” he answered.
“and in fine weather. On week-days we
don’t have many visitors, except farmers
and tradespeople.”

“You see,” 1 said to Mr. Overdale,
while we continued our walk, “ this is the
day for making calls in the neighbourhood,
I have no doubt many a sumptuous gnd
merry dinner-party is given here on Sun-
day.”

};&s Mrs. Tulloeh lived a good it up the
hill, and as our Way now began to ascend
we stepped on slowly,  We were overtaken
by a gentleman who, from his licht summer
dress and broad—!)rimmed straw hat, appear-
ed to be one of the inhabitants. While
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walking on by his side we had no difficulty *
of entering into conversation with him,
which having been commenced by remark- |
ing on the fineness of the weather, soon turn- !
cd upon the charms of the scenery and !
the pretty situation of the place.

« I suppose you reside here,” I said.

“Tdo. That white house you see on the
hill peeping out between the Jarge beeches
1s mine.”

As he spoke, he pointed toa villawhich,
as faras I could judxe from a distance,
seemed very pretty, mnd must have com-
mandeda splendid view down thevalley.

 Is this the first time you have been
here 7% he asked.

 Jt is; and to tell vou the truth, I am
amazed to find that yeu make so little diffe-
rence here between u week-day and 2
Sunday.” .

“ You are right,” he answered, with a |
smile. ¥ We are quite children of nature !
here. To wus all the days that Heaven |
allows are alike.  Since we have vio churceh |
of brick and mortar, we worship the Creator |
in the great temple He himsell has made.
And since nobody comes to call us together
to worship Him on any special day, we
worship Him every day.  Or perhaps;” he
added, with a sarcastic smile—* perhaps
we don’t worship Him at all. The—
knows.”

# 1 am very much afmid the latter ex- |
planation: is the correet one,” I answered.
¥ As faras I couldascertain from the people
in the villazge, this seans to be a day for -
selling aud buying,—Tfor working and toiling
at the bottom of the Will, and for slecping,
caling, drinking, and walking on the top.”

“ Just £9,” he answered, i a gay tone; f
¥ and when these who are now lxbouring
and toiling will have carned cnough tobmild :
for themsclves houses on the top. others
will comein {o work for them at the bottom.
And thuy matters will go on to the end.™

 You scem to think very lightly of it,”
# I sid, * but I un afaid that these who |
are wow living on the vop will find it a”
serious maller {0 answer oeriain ques:
tionswhich will ane day be paat to hom by ;
a Judze whose throne is higher than 2l the :
hills. For they notonly desceratethe Lord's
Day themeclves, but induce the poople at
the bottem to do the sume” ’

“ O, 1 know what you mean ¥ ke ex-
chimed, lightly. * You want us to slep a
Tittle shorter time, to eat a Jittke less, to.

w -
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keep at heme a Kitle more, (o0 se¢ nobedy, * od

ard to read vo beoks.  But, my dear i, -
how in all the world could we get threugh :
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the day then?  We are not made of pipe-
clay, so'as to be able to sit down on the
same spot from sunrise to sunset reading
the Bible.”

¢ Of course not. But sinee, us you your-

U self observed, the people on the top are so

well off that they nced not work on Sunday

" like those at the bottom, I wonder they

have not thought of building a place of
worship and providing 2 clereyman to miu-
ister to them in health and sickuess. I
have no doubt but that the people at the
bottom would be glad to help in this pro-
vided it would return to them the day of
rest which they surely have a right to.”

3 1Well, I won't say but that that would
be a good thing,” heanswered, in @ less jest-
ing tone than he had used before; * but
the man has not yet been found to wmnke
the start.  But as you scem to take mn in-
terest in the matter, you might try it; and
if you do provide us with anice church and
a good preacher, vou may be sure of finding,
me there regularly every Sunday.”

As ke had said these words we arrived
at aroad which turncd off to the left, and
cevidently led up to his house.

# Very well,” I replied, # I keep you to
your word. But will you also contribute 2”

# [ will. Good-day to you.”

Wecontinued our road, and soon reach-
cd Mrs. Tulloch’s gate. The servant
who opened it was very gld to sce
Mr. Qverdale, whom she knew as a friend
of her mistress.  She told us that Mis.
‘Tulloch had had a presentiment this morn-

"ing that Mr. Overdale would come, but

when it grew o late she had given up hope,

! but she would only be all the more agree-

ably surprised now.

** That comes of your long conversations
with the people at the bottom of the hili,”
Mr. Oterdalesaid to me, pushing my clbow.
¥ Bat,” hie added, ¥ who can tell what good

" may result from them 7

Good old Mrs. Tullech, 2 genuine speci-
men of pure, unmixed Scotch character,
reecived us with enthusiasm, just as though
e hiad been hier children. Asshewas unable
1o leave her seat, sheordered.  Peggic, her
amanaensis and fuclolam, todo cverything
in her power to make us comfortable. It
was her castom to have only a cold dinner
on Sunday, which might be sarved up at
any moment, and as she supposed we were
a little tired, she would at once help us 1
recover ourselves by what her larder afford-

To this Mr. Overdale sid that, so far
as regarded himseli—and hie had no doubt
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that I agreed with him, there was no ne- | zealous clergyman.  She was quite assured,
cessity for making any hurry about dinner, | too, that such a man would be warmly wel-
since we had breakfusted rather late, and ; comed even by the greater portion of the
taking our walk very leisurcly. So he | wealthy people, for most of them—and she
Suguested that weshould spend an hour or y knew it for certain—seeretly disliked the
so in religioas exercises, which he supposed § present state of things. They could do
would be weleome to us all, since we had | little towards improving them, however, as
10 opportunity of going to church. Mrs.  long as there was no public worship on the
Tulloch’s fuce, and Peggie’s ulso, brighten- | Sundays, and so long as there was not a
ed upat this proposal, and the latter at | man who from his position in society was
once stepped to a baokease which was in  entitled to act the part of a* reformer. She
the corner of the room.  I'rom it she pro- | had often prayed to God to send such «
duced Biblesand hymun-books and a volume | man to the plice, that through him 2

of sermons.  The service, which was con-

i church might be formed; but asshe had little

ducted by Mr. Overdale, secured us a really
biessed hour, which wasall the more enjoy-
ed by me, s 1 had given up hope of enga-
ging in anythiug of the kind on this un-
proiitable Sunday.

While we sat at dinner, Mrs. Tulloch |
101d us all we desired to know about the |
place. There was, she believed, © no
spot in the world which was more worldly-
wminded than this. Not that it was exactly
what is called an immoral place. On the
eontrary, an appearance of respectability
was kept up in cverything.
this decorous screen the god of this world
was constantly worshipped. The greater ,
vortion of the inhabitants consisted of rather
wealthy people. Shie believed more money |
was spent on dinner and dancing-partics
in this little place than in any town in the
ucighbourhood ; and on Sunday the num-
ber of gruests aud visitors that came swarm-
ing toil was somcthing astonishing. Ilither- |

L
|
|
But behind |
i
;

influence and was compelled to keep at home,
she was not able to da anything more than
pray. But if contributions were desired,

: she would be most happy to give her mite,

aud would also try to obtain help from
friends with whom she was in correspond-
cnee.”

When returning home after tea,we con-

i versed about the spiritual wants of Rose-

mount, and we pledzed ourselves to leave
no stone unturacd till, with Ged's help, we
had provided that truly poor place with
the best of all treasures—zihe Gospel of the
grace of God.

Tt would take me too long to tell how we
were cnabled to give the matter a start.
Scffice it to say that after a great deal of
canvassing in town and holding of mectings
with clergymen and influential Christians,
and printing of circulars, we at length got
so far as to be able to commence reciving
countributions. It was dcemed proper that

to, 2s she had already obseried, cverything ; the place itsclf should be visited first.  So,
was kept within the limits of what the world | one afternoon, Mr. Overdale and  myself
~alls decency ; but she much feared that, | drove to Roscnount and went straight up
if matters continued wuch longer as they § to the house of the gentleman we had met
were, the boundary weuld be overatepped | on the road, who iad promised to give usa
There was no public school, and the child- ; contribution.  Mrs. Tulloch, from the de-
ren, especially of the artisaus and trades- | seription we had given her, had told us that
people; were growing up in a thoroughly ; his name was Mr. Milford, and that he
bad spirit, and would be sure to come to & was one of the wealthicst inhabitants.
excesses from which their pareats werepre- | “ Now, sir, we come to remind you of
<erved. She had no doubt 2 home mission. ; your kind prowise,” 1 sid to him.

ary might do an immense deal of geod here | < I beg your pardon=—L daresay L have
by visiting the families and by holding a | scen you before—but 1 really do not quite
Seripiurereading meeting once or twice a § recollect—"

week, theugh it might be difficalt for him | I helped him by 2 hint or two, and soon

o find a sutable room. !
should succecd in this, he would, in her
opinicn, w0t be able to take the ovil by the §
veot, for R did not o much lic with the !
middlc and lower classes as with the rich
peoplc on the hill; and these, of course, §
wonld not be accessible to him.  The
one thing which was nceded above all |
others was x church, with x good, faithfal, .

But cven if he ; he remeinbered the conversation during our
!

walk ap the hili.
# Oh, to be sure,” he exclaimed, mer-

rily.  # Well what is to bedone ?7

Ltold him of our procecdings, and showed
him our civeular. .
@ Fxecllent,” hesaid.  # And where is

yourlist 2"

1 lianded him the paper
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“What ! Aw'l tosign first 27

¢« Of course, you were the first prow-
iser.”

“ You have caught me there,” he answer-
ed, cheerfully ; and taking a pen, put down
his namefor £500. Then taking a slip of
paper, hemade out a list of those most
likely togive, and directed us where to go
next.
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Before twelve months clapsed Rosemount
had a church, and an excellent pastor.
And if henceforth you visit that place on
Sunday you will find all the shops closed,
and the stable-yard of the public house al-
most empty.

* That unprofitable Sunday,” Mr. Over-
dale one day said to me, * was, after all,
perhaps the most profitable in our life.”

Subbath Heavings.

FEAR, AND ITS REMEDY.

«And witen T saw him, I fell at his feet as dead.
And lie Inid his right hand upon me. suying unto me,
Fear not; lam the first and the last:' 7 am he that
Jiveth, and was dead; and, behold, T amalive for ever-
snore, amen; and have the hey s of hell and of death.”

—Rev. §, 17, 18,
‘;..
q |

1E spirit of this beok, as of all
) others written by God, is

the “testimony of Jesus.”
It bears witness to Him
throughout,—to his person, ‘
his work, his kingdom. Here are |
things both new and old concern- ¢
sag Him. e is tie Revealer, |
and Heis the Revealed One; the |
Teacher and tiie Lesson; the
Sower and the Sced.  In the mar-
<vlous visions of this prophecy respecting Him
and his kingdom, faith hms much to rest on,
and hopc much to feed on.  They are worthy
of all study ; and ¥ blessed is Lie that readeth?

The three things in this passage which need
our notice, are—(1.) The vision; (2..)' The
apostie’s alarm; (3.) The confort administered
by Ghrist.

I. The cision~That whick: Jolin saw was
reals so that of it he could say ¥ That which
e have scen and heard declare we unto you™
¢1Jdoln i.1). e saw the Lord ; and hie knew
that it was He. e “beheld his glory” (John
3. 14). It was this samc glorious Christ that
Isaiah saw upon his throne (Isa. vi. 1-3). It
was He whom Ezckiel saw in his majesty,
seated in the chariot of the cherubim (Ezck. i.
33,26, 1 Chron. xxviii. 383 Ps. xxviii. 10.) }
It was He whom Daniel saw # ¢lothed in linen,”
and “girded with gold,” and resplendent as the |

—

R )

glory at the right hand of the- throne of the
Majesty in the heavens. He appears now
clothed in flowing raiment, and girt with a
golden girdle. His head and hair are of efful-
gent whiteness; his eyes like flames; his feet
like glowing brass; his voice like many waters;
seven' stars iu his right hand; a glittering
sword flashing from his mouth; his face like
the noonday sun. It was a vision of wondrous
splendour; very unlike what John had been
accustomed to see in Christ ; unlike the Sen of
the carpenter ; unlike the Man of sorrows, with
his muclhi-marred visage; unlike the crucified
criminal, with bleeding head, and pierced hands
and feet. In this vision, all that was feeble
and carthly, all that was sad and bruised and
weary, bad passed away, like cloutls passinyg
from the sun, and leaving it to give forth the
fulness of its radiance. Hescemed now clothed
with heaven itself, inall its majesty and bright-
ness.

A vision like this suited Johu well in his
lonely exile. The Iast of the apostles; the sor-
rowful survivor of a whole gencration of loved
ones, most of whom bad died the martyrs
denth ; persecuted for his Lord's sake j—how
chieering for him to be thus reminded that He,
for whose sake he suffers, is tae glorious Onac!
It suited no less the seven churches towhom he
wrole,—sustaining them in their sufferings,
rousing them from their sloth, and rebuking
them for their loss of first love and carly faith
It suits us no less in these lastdays. We need
to be reminded of the glory of Him whom we
are following. It will comfort us in tribuls-
tion ; it will shame us out of unfaithfuluess;
it will aerve us for battle and for toil; it will
quicken aud invigorate and purify.

11, T%e apostle's alarm—*1 fell at his feet

lightoing (Dan. X. 5, 6). Jt was a vision of asonedead.” Like to this was the cffect of
the Son of man; not a5 He was in tie day of | Isaial’s vision: ¥ Then said I, Woe is me? for
his weakacss and sorrow, but a5 He now is in | I am undone ; because I am 2 man of unclean

the day of his might and gladness. A glimpse
of this glory John had seen, some sixty years
hefore, on the tnsliguration wmountain; but
hastily, and with dazzled cyes.  This was more
prolonged, and complcte ; intended, moreover,
for a stcadier gaze.

It was the very Son of man who stood beside

him, even He who, though © crucified u?rough !

L]

weakness, liveth by the power of God ;™ even
He who dicd, and was buried, and rosc again,

lips” (Isx. vi. 5). Like to this was the cffect of
Ezckicel's vision, whea he #fell on his face™ at
* tie appearance of the likeness of the glory of
thie Lord™ {Ezck. i. 28). Still more like to this
was the effect of Daniel’s vision, when not only
fta great gquaking fell upon the men that were
with him, 50 that they Red to hide themselves ;™
Lut hie himself ¥ retzined no strength,” and his
¢ cowmeliness was turacd into corruption” (Dan

X. 7, 8). Not unlike to this was the appear-

and ascended into the heavens; and $its in | auce of the angel to Zacharias in the temple,
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of which it said, that * when Zucharias saw
him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him™
(Lukei. 12). In the case, too, of the HBethle-
hem shepherds, the effect_was similar: ¢ The
glery of the Lord shone round about them,
and they were sore afraid” (Luke ii. 9). But
the transfiguration vision was the likest to this
of <he Revelation, both because John himself
was there, and Jesus had there put on the
heavenly glory in all its radiance. It is said
that, when the disciples saw and heard it,
s hey fell on their face, and were sore afraid”
{Mat. xvii. 6).

Ia all thisthere was the old idea (cirenlating
cven among the heathen), that no man could
sce God and live; an idza which man's ¢vii
conscience suggests, believing tbat God must
be the sinner’s enemy, that He can only show
him:zlf in order to slay him. Not discriminat-
ing between what was true in this idea and
what was false, even righteous men were fitled
with terror at the visible manifestations of
God. And though we might have expected
som-thing different from this in the beloved
disciple, when his old Master appeared 10 him
still, let us remember that be was siill in flesh
and blood—still a feeble, imperfect man, both
in seul and body. Desides this, there was
muck fitted to overawe. The vision was so
suddsn and so glorious, the splendour so over-
powering, the voice 30 majestic, the place so
1oacly, thatit was not wonderful that he should
have * fallenat his fectasone dead ;" especially
a3 ke contrast in appearance between the
Christ that he knew once, and the Christ that
lie saw now, was so great. Mlle could still
recogaise his Lord; but how marveliously
changed! and this outward cliauge wmight for
a monment raise the thought that there counld
not have been the same familiar fellowship as
in the days of his sorrowing lowliness. We
know how the altered dress and circumstances
and manners of a long-absent friend, suddenly
veturning, suggest misgivings as to the con-
tinaance of confidence and iove, and we arc
not sure how far we may count upon his friend-
shiy. Here there might be something of this
fecling in the apostic’s mind , and, at any rate,
the keavenly glory could not but he orver-
whelming 10 one who had still but the tremu-
Tous frame of morality, the fecble eyves and
cars of carthly imperfection.

This vision of the Moly CGne, side by swde
with hiimsclf, would make the apostle feel his
wnhotiness, and cry out, like Isaial, %1 am
unclean”  Self-abhorrence could not but be
uppermost in his mind, even though fear might
be cast out by love. Nor is there anything
more ditted still to deepen our sense of sin, and
give us true scif-loathing, than dircct dealing
with e Holy One,—ilic being brought into
contact with Aimsclf; whether in his grace or
glory. The law may fail ; comparison with
cur fellowamen will fail , inspection of self will
a3l , hut direct transaction with the Lord him-
02X will accomplish all. Cowmpare yoursclves
with Jim ; that will search, that will abasc.

Bat i Jolhm, who had known Christ so well
424 long, was thus overawed at the glory, what
=il become of you, O Christless sinner! in the
Yay of the full revelation of that glory 7 How
erzible will that day be to you? How it will
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overwhelm you! O siuner, leatu to know this
Christ now as the Suviohir, ere the day arrives
when you shall see Him a5 the Judge! Hislove
would save you now; his majesty will crush
you then.

L. Christ’s method of comforling hes apostle,
and sootlung kis ulurm—Ille begins this by lay-
ing his right hand on him,—the right hand
where was “the hiding of his power? (lleb.
iii. 4), and in which John had just seen the
seven stars; that right hand which John had
so often beheld raised to heal and to bless; the
right hand in which were the marks of the
nails.  As the expression of condescension and
Kindness, as the symbol of priestly blessing,
the action would at once be understood by the
apostle; and the touch of the well-known
hand, thus Inid on the head of the apostle as
he lay upon the ground, would be of itsclf re-
assurance and peace.

While the gracious right hand is thus 1aid on
Johu, the words of grace accompany the action .
#Fear not.”  In these there is no hidden spell,
no native power to calm, apart from the recog-
uised character of thm who speaks them,—
just as the effect of a promise depends on the
ascertained mind and power of the promiser.
& Fear not.  coming from the lips even of the
glorificd Son of mun, could no! fail to recall
umes when they were used to the disciples by
the same Christ, in the days of his carthly
humiliation ; so that the eflect of this utterance,
in the cars of the apostle, was ut once to
identify the present glorious Being with that
Jesus who had gone outand in with his dis-
ciples on carth, and who had thus declared
himseif to be the same in mind and heart, the
same in love and sympathy. as when Ie calmed

. thewr fears upon the Sea of Galilee with the
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; his words do not calm you.

kindred words, ¥ Tvis I; be not afraid.”

Before the words, « Fear not,” can have any
effect in calming a smgle fear, or dispelling a
single doubt; there must be the knowledge of
the character of Hun who speaks them. “Till
then they are as idle wind.  Suppose that you
losc yuur way in the wide desert, and, with its
1errors compassing you on every side, you begin
1o tremble for your safety. .An unknewn wan-
derer passes you, and says, “ Fear not;” but
Une of your fel-
low-travellers says, © Fear not;* but neitherdo
his words soothe you. But of 2 sudden you
meet with some well-known Arab acquaintance,
some chicf of the desert, in whom you have
confidence, and he says, ¥ Fear not;” you are
re-assured inamoment.  So 15 it in your trans-
actions with the Lord. You must know who
and what He is before bis words of peace will
avail. Know Him, and lus onc *Fear not”
will suffice to clieer and sustain you in any
circumstances of danger, porplexity, or con-
scivus unwortluness. He who received publi-
cans and sinuers, who went to be “a guest
with & man that was & siner, s just such an
one as you may go o, and such an one s can
§13 10 you, ¢ Fear not,” with the certainty that

| the gracious words, proceeding from his well-
y knowa lips, do mean all that they seem to do,

and will speak to you all the peace which they
scem to contsin.

The announcenents that follow all bear upon
this point.  They mot ounly say, “Itis I,” bu
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they show who and what this “I1*" is. They
give reasons for the ‘“*Fear not:” and these
reasons are all concerning the speaker himself.
It is what He tells us about himself that He
expects to soothe us and to banish alarm: for
it is only his  perfect love” that can cast out
fear, and rcstore confidence tu the soul.  Hear,
then, what He says:

1. [ am the Firsl.—This would recall toJohn
the words of his own gospel : ¢ In the beginniny
seas the word” (i. 1); *The same was in the
beginning with God” (i. 2). It recalls to us
thie Psalmist’s expression, “From everlasting”™
(Ps. xc. 1), and the description. in the cighth
of Proverbs, as to the unbeginning cternity of
Wisdom (Prov. viii. 22); and reminds us of
Paul’s * yesterday,”—the everlasting vesterday
(Heb. xiii. §) ; for the two passages correspond
strikingly. And in the announcement, I am
the first and the last,” we recognise the same
truth as, #Jesus Christ, the s2me yesterday, and
to-day, and for ever.” The cpithet  first”
points 1o time, or rather to cternity ; * alpha,”
10 eternal wisdom ; and * beginning,™ to crea-
torship, as it is wrilten, ** In the beginning God
created the heaven and the carth™ (Gen. i 1).
e thus means to say to John: * Fear not; |
am the everlasting One”

2. ] am the Last.—Not that to Him there is
wruly any © last;” for to Him, as the true Mel-
chizedek, there is “ neither beginning of day s,
nor end of life” (Heb. vit 3). but He standsin
the place of that which men eall * last,"—I~
15 the cruwning, the consummating, the sum-
ming up of all—the great Circumference. as
He is the great Centre of the universe. He s
not only * from everlasting,” but - to everlasi-
ing;” the same “ to-day, aud for ever.” as He
wwas “ yesterday ;7 the “ Omega™ as truir as
the “Alpha;” the ¥ending™ as much as the
# phegianing.” s God, the clernal Son, lcis
neither first nor last; but as the Christ, the
God-man, He is both; and He is all that can
be supposed to be includ~dinboth. Az all the
past cternity was his, so is all the future, and
over all that fatare He watelhes, all that futare
He regulates in behalf of his owa,—* for his
body’s sake, which is the church.” Weil may
He say toJohn: I am the last,”  fear not.”

3. I e thc living Onc. —Thus should the pas-
sage be read . 1 am the first, and the last, zad
the living One.”  Throaghaeut Scripture the
aame of God’s Messizh is assaciated twith lire.
He is Jehovab, the | Am, the Being of brings]
the Possessor of ali life, the Giver of all life,
the living and the life-goving Oae.  His asso-
ciation with death is oniy ransieat, and tha:
for the purpose of overcoming death, and
bringing lifc out of dea h. ¢ is the Pringe of
life; Heis the Light of iife. He is the Bread
of life; He is the Water of jife. Ererything
connected with fife ts linked with Him . for as
the Fatlier hath iife in himsell, so hath He
given to the Fon 1o have Iife in himseif. The
words, 1 am *the living One,” would remind
John of the many things which he himsell bad
namrated, and of the many words he had
recorded concerning Christ as the Life | for he,
of all the cvangelists, has brought this great
truth before us. It was as the living Oac that
}e said : “ The Son quickeneth whem He will™
Joha v.21); * UHe that believeth in me hath
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everlasting life. . . . This is the bread that
came down from heaven, that a man may eat
of it, and not die. . . . If any man eat of this
bread, he shall live forever. . . . Whoso eateth
my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal
life” (John vi. 50-31). Ah! truly it was the
living One who speke such words as these;
and it is as the Hving Oune that le utters them
still. We fall at his feet, like John, as one
dead. He lays his right band upon us, and
says to us, “Fear not, I am the living One ;"
it is not death, but life, that 1 have come to
bring; and in beholding the glory of the living
One, it is life, not death, that you should look
for.

4. 1 was dead : or, more literally, 1 decame
dead,” I laid down my life. His word of cheer
to Johm then is: * Fear not: 1 amr He who
died.” The words here remind us of those of
Paul : ¥ Who shall lay anyihing to the charge
of God's elect? il is Christ that died? Yes;
it was with the Christ that dird that Paul
had to dv; and it was with the Ch-ist that
dicd '1:1t John 2lso had to do, thugh, in
the bluze of the glory that now dazzled him,
he scems to have lost sight of this. To this,
however, the Lord recalls him, in order to re-
assure him. He takes him back to the <ross,
and reminds him of what he saw and heard
there. e sends him to the tomb, that hic may
again look upon the dead body of his Master.
And thus 1eminding bim of the cress and
tomb, He reproves his present terror, and
makes him feel how ualikely, how impossibie
it was that any pmount of glory, and honour,
and poswer, :md‘x majesty, such as that with
which he was now surrounded, could alter
their relationship between them, or make Him
less the Christ whom he knew so well on carth;
less the Saviour whom, as a sinner, he noeded
then, and needed still; less the Lamb of God
that taketh away the sin of the world : ormake
himself less the disciple whom Jesus loved;
less the trusied one, to wham his Lord had
coafided that most precious of carthly deposits,
his woiher, when drinag on the cross. It isas
if fic had said: * Fear not; 1 am the same
Jesus whom vou saw dic upna the cross, whom
you saw Iyingin Joscph’s tomb.  Yes, fear not;
I was dead.”

5. I am alire for evermore.—** Though 1 dicd
oace, yet I dic no more; death hath no more
domiaton over me; 1 live for ¢ver”™ To have
died, and yet to have trinmphed over death;
uay, to have triumphed over it by dying, so
that never again could death approach Him:
this was the truth by which the risen Christ com-
forted hisalfrighted apostic. [ndeath Heshowed
hims-If the Lard of life; in life Heshowed him-
self the Lonl of death; in dying, and living
again, He showed himsell all that a sinner
needs to give him boldness in hisdealings with
Hiim. This cver-living One, with whom death
hias now no more to do; this ever-living One,
between whom and everything pertaining to
death 2 great gulf is fixed ; He it is with whom
we have to deal in the great transactions of
lifc and death. He is made our Melchizedek,
Priest and King, “ after the power of an cnd-
less life,” and the life which He possesses for
cver is something more than what he possessed
before his death, or could possess simply as
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God,—it _is resurrection-life, which only He|
who died could have, and with which He|
was filled for us in conseqaence of having died. ,
That which we need, both for body and soul,
is risen life, resurrection-life, the life of Him |
who has risen; and it is this that He so|
specially announces here when He says, 1,
am alive for evermore.” Here John abruptly .
Interposes his hearty and joyful amen; as if
this announcement were the one which he most ;
rejoiced in, and which at once woke up anecho
in his breast. He hears the words, #1 ana alive
for evermore . and appreciating some:lnng of
the mighty import ef these words, and lvoking
forward into tha: long eternity, during which
he was 1o be partaker of all the life which this
risen One possessed. he exclaims, with cager
gladness, © Amen!"—a sentiment like that
which we always Snd used in the Old Tesis-
ment in reference to hings, * Let the king live '
for ever; amen.” It was in the cternity of this
risen life of Christ that John rejoiced; in that
same cternal life of the risen One let us rejoice, o
adding our aumcen to that of the apostle, and |
saving, “1 know that my Redeemer liveth.” )
O blessedness unspeakable! O consolation be- |
yond all others! to be toid that, in a dying |
world Jike ours, there is a living One like
this,—Onc all made up of life: One whom
death can never touch; of whom no one can
ever bring 1o you the tidings, He is no mcre!
No amount of death in us can afiect Him, or
prevent us receiving his endless life. Qurdeath
is swallowed up in this boundless life; so that.
where death has abounded, there life abounds
much more. This is the tree of life, whose
leaves are health, whose fruit is immortality.
Oh, let us gather round and under this great
plant of renow. ; from it to draw present life |
10 onr souls, and the assurance of resurrection,
cre long, 1o oursclves. and to all whe have;
slept in Jesus, |
6. snd harc the keys of kell (Hades) and |
death —li¢ claims power over the soul and,
over the bodyr, apd over those regions into
which they pass when separated here for a
scason. He opens, and nonc can shut; He!
shuts, and nonc can open. No onc can cnxcri
these places save by means of Him; nor can
any pass out of these save by his authority. |
Hc is absolute Lord of the invisible world, in §
all its departments and regions. No one can
pass out of this visible sphere into the invisible
without his command. And is there notin this
fact somcthing truly blessed to the bereaved ?
It is not chance, nor vatural causes, nor fate, |
nor the necessity of mortal discase; it s
Christ himself, Christ the living One, who,
cifects the dismissal, and in deing so takes,
both soul and hody into his own keeping. In:
this sense is the sickbed hic, and the deathbed
his, and the burial his. He it iswho is loosing
life’s bands for a season, removing with bis own !
hands cach of his otwn, and saying to body and
to soul, Go in peace! Nor can that invisible,
world hold any of iis tenant! vae moment,
longer than He pleases. Ile keeps the keys, |
and as He leads ia, so docs He lead out ; as He
unlocks the gate in order that they may enter,
50 does He again unlock it, in arder that they
may leave it to pul on incorrupiion and
strengih and glory.  No enemy; cither of him-
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self or of the church, shall prevail to hinder
the unlocking of the gate, and the great exodus
of the rising saints. Not the power of Satan,
nor of death, nor of Ilades, shall prevail. He
has the keys of Hades and of death, and He
will yet bring forch his own in triumph. * The
gates of Hades shall not prevail agaiust his
church.” Though guarded by all the powers
of hell, it shall be unlocked by Him who keeps
its keys; it slmll fly open, and the saints shall
come forth to resurrection-glory.

Is it not, then, true thai *“all things are ours,
whether life or death, things present, or things
to come? (1 Cor. iii. 22), for e is ours whe
is Lord of all these: “ Ye are Christ's, aud
Christ is God's.” If so, we may hear the voice
that spoke to John speaking also to us: “Fear
not; I have the keys of Hades and of death.”
* Fear not, I am the resurrection and the life.
Fear not, I will yet swallow up death in vic-
tory ; 1 will be its plague ; T will be the destrue-
tion of the grave; my dead ones shall live, my
dead body shall arise. Awake and sing. ye
that dwell in dust.”™  What an antidote to fear,
what a consolation in bereavement, what a
binding up of wounds is this! Christ is Lord
over all; Lord over death and the grave, over
the body and the soul. He binds. and none
can loose ; He looses, and none can bind; He
Kills, and none can make alive; He makes
alive, and none can Kill : He scatters, and none
can gather; He gathereth, and none can
scatter; and to us He says, “rearnot; I am
the first, and tite Iast, and the living One,” ¢tc.
adding to us, * Beeause I live, yc shali live
also.” We have known what dexth is, weshail
know what life is: we have known what the
grave is, we shall know what resurrection is ;
we hare known the killing, we shzll know the
making alive : we have known the binding, we
shall know the loosing: we have known the
scattering, we shall know the gathering: we
hare krown the corruption, we shall know tuc
incorruption: we bhace known the withering,
we shall knew the blussoming : we have knowa
the parting, wc shall know the meeting : we
have known the sorrow, we shall know the
glory and the joy.

Thus it is that the words of peace and consa-
Iation arc all concerning Christ himself. The
counteraction of all fear, the removal of all
doun?, comes from the knowledge of Christ
himself. He spoke peace to his apestic by

] Jeminding him of who and what e was and is.
{ So does He still speak to us: nor will one fear

cver be dispelied, or one doubt removed, wm any
other way. The sight of Christ will do every-
thing: no other sight will do anyihing. A
simpler, fuller Xnowledge of this gracious,
glotious Onc is all that we need to give us
perfect peace, and 20 keep us in that peace for
ever.

Bat, after all this cxlubition of himself in
these words, how unutierable e guilt of those
who tarn away from this Chnstof Ged?! With
what terrible power should these words of the
Aposile Paul sound in unbelieving, unloving
cars: “If any man love not the Lord Jesus
Chriss, let bum be Anathema Maranatha ™ And
with what scarchiag power should the Lord's
own question come to il of us: **Lovest thou
me ¥
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“MOUNT Z1I O N.7%

Yeare come unto Mount Zion, and unto the city off the living Gol, the hewenly Jerasalea .

—Heb. xii. 22,

OT to the mount that burned with flame,
* To darkness, tempest, and the sound

Of trumpet’s tone that startling came,
Nor voice of words that rent the ground,
While Israel heard with trembling awe

Jehovah thunder forth his law;

-

But to mount Zion we are come,
The city of the living God,
Jerusalem our heavenly home,
The courts by angel-legions trod :
Where meet in cverlasting love

The church of the first-born above:

To God, the Judge of quick and dead,
The perfect spirits of the just,

Jesus our great new-covenant Iead.
The blood of sprinkling,—from the dust.
That better things than Abel’s eries,

And pleads a Saviour's seerifice.

Q hearken to the healing voice,

That speaks from heaven in tones so mid!
To-day are life aud death our choice;
To-day through mercy reconciled,

Qur all to God we yet may give:

Sow let us hear his voice and live.,
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