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COONDUCTED BY W, W, EATON.

Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God.—Peter. On thuis Rock I wall bmld
my Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail agalnst it.— The Lord Messiah.

b~ T T e e

CHRISTIAN UNION.—DISTINCTIVE NAMES.

Naues of themselyes are of but very little consequenge.—Words are

but wind. But then there are pames by whick we distinguish that
which is pleasing, from that which is displeasing ;—things which we,
approve, from those we disapprove. 'There are also words which con-
vey idegs of goodness, and depravity, A word—a name sometsnes has
heen the means of raising one person and sivhing anotherin the estimation
of many of the intelligent, and, even discrisuinaung, among the conflicung
classes, of the human family. It is a fact that there are very few close
thinkers or reasoners in the community,  All that are not such are
more or less under the influence of popular prejudices aud opinions ;
and even many who suppose they shiuk closely on all subjects, are sull
buman beings, and very frequently iheir interests come in contact wath
their reason, and judgment; gud prove tco strong for both.  Heace
the good and wholesome laws of qur zand permit no man to testify un-
dsr oath, who is individually concernzd in the issue of the case ; not
because they doubt his houesty, but it is rationally inferred, that a
man’s interest may, more or less, iufluence bis judgment.  This be-
ing the case, how necessary it is for christians lo use that langyage
whieh is best calculated to convey their ideas, 'Who has sufficient wis-
dom fo suggest words for this purpose I The Holy Spin. is ever to be
the christian’s teacher. Should all professors of religion agree to
use no other languagebut that which the Holy Spurit dictates, how soon
would unscriptural names and dogmas cease! The pext generation
of chrisuans would all be in each other’s arms, a. vere the primitive
liseiples before Anti-Christ was born.  This may be cunsidered a bread
agsertion, but when we remernber that with the death of unscriptural
words, heretical doctrines expire, we shall all be willing, we trust, to
give the idea at least a few passing thonghts. )

With many duties pressing upen us, we tvok our pen to make.a few
jernarks on names of distinction assumed by the professors of relgion
inchristendom and were led into the above train of reflections.

i, Many of the names by which depominations are known at the pre-
70t time, were, no doubt, in the first placc, tarms of reproach given by
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their enemies ; but soon they were adopted by the society themselves,
and then they were gloried in as being the most appropriate. Hence we
hear some * bless God” that they belong to6 this sect, and the other to
that denomination ; so that that name which was once considered a
term of reproach, is now gloried in as being the most honorable.

So much was the Apostle Paul opposed to calling the disciples of
Christ after even the Ambassadors of the Lord Jesus, that so soon as
he saw the disposition exhibited in the Corinthian Church he made an
effor? to clip this rising branch of heresy in its first appearance. Were
we to call ourselves by the name of any human leader, we certainly
would rather be called Peterites thun by the name of any reformer,
however great, sincethat time. But what would be thought of chrisuans
at the present day who should say, I am for Paul; I think him the
best man, and the nearest right ; and another I am for Peter; he was
the prince of the Apostles, &c.? Would not the greatest advocate for
names, of human device, in all the land point them to 1 Cor. chap i.
ag a reproof for their temerity? With one voice behevers in the New
‘Testament should say, to such characters, * Is Christ divided ; was
Paul crucified for you ; or, were you baptised into (eis) the name of
Paul " Here, you see, that the Apostle considered it so great an evil,
that he thanked the Lord that he had baptised no more of them, lest
any should say he had baptised them info his own name. As though
he had said, ** Had 1 baptised you, you might have had some pretext
for calling yourselves Ly my name; having been baptised by ancther,
no man can accuse me of making divisions, »r disciples for myself; for
this I thank God.™

What are professors of religion thinking who are desirous of bemng
called by the name of some poor, erring mortal, who bears no more
resemblance to the great Apostle of the Gentiles, than the meanest star
does to the glorious luminary of day, in his meridian splendour. O why
are men so attached to human teachers and leaders! We should sup-
pose that the reading of the first three chapters of first Corintlinans would
produce such an effect cn men’s consciences, that they would fear to
assume any other distinctive name than that received by the first Chris-
tians. Hear a few lines from the third chapter-—* And, I, brethren,
could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal. * * For
ye are yet carnal : for whereas there is among you envying, strife, and
divisions, are ye not yet carnal, and walk as men ? For while one saith
I am or Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not yet carnal 1"
Thus, we see why the Apostle cells these Corinthians carnal—they
made divisions ; they sought to keep them up by forming parties to be
called for Paul, Apolles, &e. Let us consider the import of ths term
carnal. ‘The same author says, (Rom. viii.) * The carnal m’ 4 is en-
mity against God, for it is not subject to his law, peither inu.ed can
be. Were the Corinthian church, who were called the people of God,
who had heard, bélieved, and had been baptised, (Acts xviii) unto
whom Christ was made wisdom, righiecusness, sanctification, and re-
demption carnal, because they assumed the names of Paul, Apollos,
and Cephas, (Peter) and are those who now call themselves by the
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nane of some ernug mortal hlie themselves gudiless !  Answer this
question in the affirmative who can—we dare not, How must zealous
partizans blush in the presence of the Apustle i the great day of the
Lord : O how will they feel before Him who said call no man master
or father on earth' We have, however, so much affecuion for our fel-
low men that we seck to excuse them, with the refleccuvn, that they
have not thought on these subjccts. Their views of the religion of the
Lord Jesus, are derived from the circumstances which suriound them,
rather than from the word of the Lord.

Our object, however, in this article is not so much to complam £
the present age, as to mah: a few remarks on the distinctive names re-
ceived by the primitive followers of the Saviour.

While h- waspassing up und dowa in the country, thuse who atended
his preaching and teaching, and became Lis folluwets, were called dis-
ciples. By whom this name was given we know not; but the appel-
lstion was approved by the Saviour, when he says, unless we forsake
father, mother, &c. we caunot b his disciples. This was at that time
a very appropriate namc. Even the Jews made a proper use of it,
when they said to the blind man curedby the Saviour (John 1x.), ** You
are his disciple, but we arc Moses disciples.”” One was accused of
taking the Lord for his leader, and the other Moses. Hence, we hear
the Saviour saying to the Jews under the galling yoke of the Romans,
and the traditions of the Elders, ** come unto me—Ilearn of me.”” While
they were learning of the Lord, and fullowing him, they were his dis-
ciples. The Saviour at one time called them friends., They were also
called brethren, and after that Saints. 'Their enemies called them Ne-
zarines and Galileans ; and a sect every where spoken against.  Be-
fore the gospel was announced to the Gentiles, the followers of the
Messiah were know by tie abbve appellations , but a great change was
soon to be effected, one of which cven the Apostles seem notto have
had even the most distant idea. Xt was that secret which had been hid
from ages and generations ; it was Christ in the Gentales the hope of
glory. ~ See Col. chap. i. Eph iii. Rum. xvi. Peter first pruclaumed
the Goaspel to the Gentiles. Persecution raged against the disciples i
Jerusalers ; they were scattered every where preaching the Word.
Jews, Gentiles, and Samaritans became obedient to the fash. Hence
believers of all nations began to mingle. At Anucch Paul aud Barna-
bas assembled with the brethren—the congregation of the Lord m that
place, and * taught much people.” Here the middle w all of partiion
was broken down openly and furmally by the union of Jews and Gen-
tiles in one body. Those who had been taught to shun and despise
each other, now surround the same table, and together celehrate the
love of the same Lord " What now shall they be called—Jews? No,
the Gentile cnuld not receiye that name ; neither could a Jew ever gon-
sent to he cailed any namc by which a Gentde had ever been desigia.
ted.  Tn fact there were no names by which either had beer known,
that would be acceptable to the other, under which they would unitc.
But » name was found; one with which they were well pleased. We
shall not now peuse to inquire by whom it was gren, or by whom first
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suggested It is enough for us to know that it was approved by Paul,
James, and Peter; and one by which the fullowers of the Lord Jesus
Christ have ever since been known ; one whsch iucludes cvery other
name that is of any value by which the followers of the Lord have been
known since the Christian di>pensation began. It is that all-compre-
hending name— Christian.! * The disciples were called Chrisuans first
in Antioch.” Eprror.

' [To be continued.}
et £ e !

[FROM THE OHRISTIAN BAPTIST.]

>

ESSAYS ON MAN IN HIS PRIMITIVE STATE, AND UNDER THL

" PATRIARCRAYL, JEWISH, AND CHRISTIAN DISPENSATIONS.“~NO. IV,
PRIMITIVE STATE.——NO. 1V.

Apaw, after his exile from Eden, begat a sun in his vwn image, and
after kis own likeness. Naked, defenceluss, and imbecile, the infant
man commenced his mortal career.  The circumstances ander whick:
he malkes his appearance upon the stage are incomparably more un-
propitious than those amidat which his vriginal progenitors mede then
entrance.  Reason in its zenith, enthroned in the unpolluted tewnple
of a sentient body, controlled all the actions uf the animal nature of
the illustrious progenitors. But the infant man feels the rod befure he
sees it.  His-delicate and unprotected body smarts beneath the very
elements upon which he must live, and with which he must wage an
interminable war while his heart is able to react. Upon the first inva-
sion of the elastic fluid, bis lungs Lieave, and with sighs and wears, the
little sufferer begius bis pilgrimage to the tomb. He feels befors he
reasens. He eries before he smiles. His first idea of ease, improperly
denominated pleasure, is drawn from auimal gratification.  Thus he
appetites and passions are first called iutv action by an unayoidable
necessity. e remains, for months and years, almost & mere animal
in all his impressions, feelings, desires, pains, and pleasures. The
nind, by 2 wisz accolnmedation to its companion, 15 hul pernntted w
put forth its energies ; the body is yet deficient in physical strength to
sustain its activities. This law of our nature gives a fearful odds 10 all
animal propensitizs in the future struggles belween reason and passwon.
Hence the old compiain of the sallies of youthful appetites, while the
young lament the rigorous restraints of maturer years. ’

Were there no other difference between Adam in Eden aud auy of
hig natural descendants, than what arises out of his disparuy in the
eommencement of life, this alone woald constitate an imuense dissi-
milarity between him and any of his posterity.  Adam, when he first
opened hit eyes wus i the zenith of hie mental faculties; but weoniy~
one vears of our time mast pass in the iurmoil of passion, appetie and
reason hefore we can safely trust & hu.nan being 1o the keuping of Ins
oWl reasons . . csad

4 ¢ senstiou first, and refluction afterwaids, gnve man all hs simple



THE CHRISTIAN. i

Jeas or first views of things; sothe.symbals ur types of sll lus ideas
rc the material objects around iim. By companng these ubjeeis with
Ju. another, by ahstracting, classifying and compuunding thexr quah.
fes or properties he forms ol the complex ideas of which he 15 pos-
bssed.  So ' at all bis simplp ideas are the images of ilings.which do
kist, nnd Le has not a single idea, the archntype vr patr o of which
i not to be met with, in the materials around hum.  His nnagwmation
Say create a great many new forms, but the matertials out of winch 1t
feates these new forms wexa originally presented bim ia the great me-
“azine of nature. He may now fancy a tree, the roots of swhich.are
“ion, the trunk and brapches of which are brags, the leaves.of which
e silver, and the fruit of which is gold. ButJind he.nut ubtaiged by
sneation or nhservation the idea.of @ Latural 4ree, he naver could have
‘nagined this unnatural one. Do i "

+ The irlets of all human knowledge are the five senses.  Reflection
pon the ideas thus acquired gives birth to new unes, ahin, however,
3 thase received by sengation.  ¥megination may now eombimne these
leas without any restraint but its awn power. It may. assuciate those
Jeas with, nr without regard, fo natural fitness, conguuity, or Consist-
3‘103- It may create a Polyphemus of & Centaur , butit cannot create
h idea perfectly new.  As human skill and human power may new
ndhfy, but cannot create a particlé of matter; so the imagination may
v or new modify the ideas acquirved by sensation, but cannot ereate
new one.  And here ends the chapter of all human science. ...
Revelation opens a new world, g new order of relations, and gives
rth tn rew ideas, which as the great apostle to the nation says, ** The
ve of man never saw, the ear of man never heard, nor the heart of
an ever conceived.”  But this condmences a new chapter in human
nowledge. The first chapter contains ull natural knowledge. 'The
ieond, all supernatural. ‘These things .~ -ed, we proceed to the
Hnsideration of the patriarchal.age of.the worla. ¢ oo

{ However numerous the ages may be imagiued, or however diverst-
pd in their character, yet as respects man’s.religious zelations, they
§,. <eriptirally distinguished ifnto three. .And.these meay be fitly styled
je Patriarchal, the Jewi.h and the Christian. ‘The Patriarchal conti-
hied from Adam to Moses; the Jewish, from Moses 1o the Messias ;
nd the Christian from the Messias till now, and is never to be saper-
3ded by another.  Religion is one and the same thing in all.ages.of
ie world as respects its distinguishing character and design, And a
yod man has been essentially %Ilq"s&me sort of a being in all ages, and
nder all the instituted acts of réligion which have eyer been preached
¥ divine authority. Taith, or, confidénce in God according to the de-
Jopment of his character, ha¥ $lways been the basis and controlling
dinciple of alf religious hoiﬁ&%ﬁ. ""A Food Yaan has ever beea the man

ho paid a just regard to tv.flt & réldliorls in vlich he, stopd to God
. e R/ ISR TI AT f— I '

d man. The principles of gl ¢ gx_e piéty and humziity afe,as mva-

sble as God himself.  But the d %q?éggx%n* o1, the divine character,

d of all our relations to Gol'and ¢ho%h other, has been progressive,

‘W not consummated at once. 'Like the path 'of the just that shines
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more and more tu the perfect day, has been the development of Ui
character of God and the extent of human relations and vbligations.
Thus the patriarchal age was the star-light of the moral world , the
Jewish age was the moonlight ; the ministry of the harbinger the i,
light; and the Christian age the sun-light of the moral world. 1If an;
object to this gradual and progressive exhibition of spirrtuai Light . aud
impertinently ash why these things should sv bie, let him ask the hea
vens and the earth, why at one time the stars only are visible—at ano-
ther the mocn—and at another the san.  Let him ask the earth why
there is first the tender germ, next the vigorous shuut, next the open-
ing blossom ; and Ly and by the mature frmt.  Let him ask why Gud
did net give us the milk and the honey as e gives the dew and the rain,
or *he baked loaves as he sends the hait and the snow. Lot him ask
rather why lie has shown any kinduess tu a race of beings su ungrate
ful in their nature, aud so desirous to exclude hin: from the houor of
creating or of guverning the universe of which we are a part.  Of une
thing we are certain, thay the distribution of the globe mnto uceans and
continents, intv islands aud lakes, into different latitudes and clunaics,
into hills-and vallies, mountains and plains ; the year into svasons, aul
the moral world into ages or different economics, 15 all of the samy cha
recter, founded upon the principles reyuisite to giviug birth and per-
petuity to the best possible system, botk natural and 1uural, and of ths
we are equally certain, both when we can discover what we would call
good and relevant reasons, and when we ¢annot.

The patriarchal age 1s distinguisﬁed by those institutivus adapted w
mankiad in the infancy ofthe world. The rcligivus institutious of this
period found on record, are in exact conformity w the coundition of so
ciety in its incipient stages, and confirm the pretensions of the voluie
which dstails them, to the antiquity and authenticity whicl it clainis.

The Bible methud of teaching is peculiarly its vwn. It does not be
gin nor proceed upon the principle of asserting auy speculatve wuth w
be believed, bui communicares all its instruction wither i relating taws
vrin explainitig Jhem. Creed-makers all begin wiliasserting the Being
and perfections of God.  Moses commences by telling us that * Iu the
begiuning God created the heavens and the earth.”  T'rom what he has
done, Le leaves us to learn his character, aud not from words o1 piv
propositions roncerning him.

The object we have in view with referegue to our conditivn aud cir
cumstances 1 Jescanting upon this and the sucuecding age, reyuires ue
to asccrtain two things, vic.—the actual amouut of revclation enjoyed
in this age, and the particular mora! and religivous iustitutions which be
longed toit.  This we can Jearn only from the narrative found in the
book of Genesis, from the facts recorded in connexionr with the iae
tuoirs of the illustrious personages which flounished in this age, aiaongs!
whom, the most cousiderable are Abel, Enoch, Nogh, Shem, Abraham,
Melchizedec, Isauc,. Jacob, Joseph, and a few females connected with
them. But this we must defer to a more convenieat season.
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(I'rom the Mlennial Harbinger.)
THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.
No. 1t
(Continued from page 65.)

-

In the kingom of heaven the antecedent blessings arc the constitu-
tion of grace, the King, and all he did, suffered, and sustained for our
redemption. These were finished before we came upon the stage of
action. 'This is all favor, pure favor, sovereign favor; for there can be
nofavor that is not free and sovereign. But the remission of our sws,
our adoption into the family of God, our being made heirs and inhen-
tors of the kingdom of glory, are consequent upon fait’: an 1 the obed:-
ence of faith.

Organization and life of any sort are of necessity the gifts of God;
but health and the continued enjoyment of life, and all 1ts various and
numerous blessings, are consequent upon the proper exercise of these.
He that will not breathe, eat, driak, sleep, exercise, cannot enjoy ani-
mal life. God has bestowed animal organization and life antecedent to
any action of the living creature ; but the creature may throw away that
life by refasing to sustain it by the means essential to its proservation
and comfort.

God made but one man out of the earth, aund one earthly nature of
every sort,by a positive, direct,and immediate agency,of wisdom, power,
and goodness. He gave these the power, according to his own consu-
tution er system of nature, of repreducing and multiplying to an indefi-
nite extent. But still this life is transmitted, diffused, and sustamned by
God operatiug through the system of nature. So Jesus, in the new
creation, by his spirit sent down from heaven after his glonfication, did
by a positive direct, and immediate agency, create one congregation,
one mysucal, or spiritual body ; and, according to the constitution or sys-
tem of the kingdom of heaven, did give to that mystical bedy created in
Jerusalem, out of the more ancient earthly kingdom of God, the power
of reproducing and multiplying tv an indefinite extent. But sull this
new and spiritual life is transmitted, diffused, and sustained by the Spit
of God, operating through the constitution, or system ef grace, ordained
in the kingdon of heav .

Hence in setting up the kingdom of heaven, as in setting up the king-
dom of nature, there was v display of divinity, compared with every
thing subsequent, properly supernatural. Hence the array of apostles,
propbets, extraordinary teachers, gifts, powers, miracles, &e. &¢. But
after this new mystical body of Christ was created.and made, 1t had and
yet has, according to the system of grace under the present admmistra-
tion of the kingdom of heaven, the power of multiplying and replenishing
the whole earth, and will do i#; for as God breathed into the nostrils
of Adam the spirit of life after he had raised him out of the dust ; and
a5 he bestowed on his beloved Son Jesus, after he rose out of the water,
his Holy Spirit, without measure ; so on the formation of the first con-
gregation, figuratively called tie body of Christ, Jesus did breathe into
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it the Holy Npart to animate and inlabit it till he come agam. Th
ouly temple and habuation of God on carth, sinee Jesus pronounced de
solation on that in Jerusalem, is this body of Christ,

Yow this first congregation of Christ, thus filled with he Spint o
God, has the power of raising other congregations of Christ; or, wha
is the same thung, of causing the body of Christ to grow and increas.
Thus we see that other congregations were s0on raised up in Judea an.
Samaria by the members ofthe Jerusalem body. Many were begotte:
to God by the Spirit of God, throngh the members of the first congre
gation. And since the spirit himself ceasedto vperate in all those splen
did displays of supernatural prandeur, by still keeping the disciples o
Christ always.in remembrance of the things spoken by the Holy Apo:
tles, and by all the arguments derived from the antecedent blessing
bestowed, working in them to will and do according te the benevolenc
of God, he is still causing the body of Christ to grow and increase in sta
ture, as well as in knowledge and the favor of God, Thus the chure
of Christ, mspired with his Spirit, and having the oracles and ordmar
ces of the reign of heaven, is fully adequate to thc conversion of the
whole world if she prove not recreant.to her Lotd.

¥Fn the work of conversion, her Evoungehsts, or those whom she sends
beyond the preciucts of her weekly mestings, have, under the influen
of the Spirit of God, simply to propose the constitution, or the gl
tidings of the reign, to those without; and-by all the arguments which
the oracles of God and the times and oceasions suggest, to beseech anl
persuade men to be reconciled to God, to kiss the Son, to accept the
constitution, to bow to him who is ordained a Prince and a Saviourt
grant repentapce and remission of smns to all who submut to his+ ver
ment. Thus they, and the congregation who sends them for
and sustains them in the work, heget ¢hildren to Gad by the grospel, and
enlarge the body of Christ.

‘With all these documents before us, may we not e2y, that, as Ew
was the mother of all lving, so “Jerusalen: isthe mother of us all™
And thus, to use the langusze ot Paul,  Men are begotten to God b
the gospel” throu_ the instrumentality of the' congregations of Chne

Under the present administration of the kingdom of heaven a grex
apostacy has oceurred, as foretold by the Apostles. As the Churdh,
compared to a Cuty, is called ** Mount Ziou,” the apostate church is ea
led ¢ Babylon the Great.”” Like Babylon the type, ¢ Mystery Babylon'
the antitype, is to be destroyed by a Cyrus that knows not God. Sk
is to fall by the sword of infidels, supported by the fierce judgraent
of God. % The Holy City" is stjll trodden under foot, and the sanctuar
is filled with corruptions. It is, indeed a den of thieves ; but strongit
the Lord-that judges the apostate ¢ity. .Till that great and notable dy
oftheLord come, we-canuot, fron the prophetic word, anticipate a un
vergal return to the original gepel,-nor a general restoration of all the
institutions of the kingdows of heaven in-their primntive oharacter ; and,
conszquently, we canuot promise to ourselves the universal subjugatio
of the nations {o-the-scoptre of Jesus. . -

But were wo to enter upon-the consideration ofithe administrationd
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the afthirs of the kingdom after the fall and overthrow of the apostate
city and the conversion of the Jews, we should have to launch upon a
wide and tempestuous ocgan, for which our slender bark 1s not at this
time safticiently equipped.  This may yet deserve the construction of a
large vessel in a mare propitious season.  Meanwhile, the original gos-
pelis extgnsively proclaimed, and many thousands are preparing for the
day of the Lord ; and these are taught by the ** Faithful and True Wrt-
ness” that the day of the Lord will come as a thief m the night, and
that their happiness and safety alike consist in being prepared for his
second advent. N
—————ne .

DISCOURSE ON POSITIVE INSTITUTIONS.

'BY JOUY TAFRE.

‘The Turrp Provosition to which I call your attention is, that God’s
positive institutions have always been most daagerous institutions with
whick'to tamper. e ' ’

Look at the consequences of the first sin which was the violation of
a positive diving law,  Cast your eyes over the aninal, the rational, and
the vegetable creation, and behold wide, wasting, and universal death
pervading every department. . .

Could all that are now pained, and sick and dying of our rage, and
of the varied tribes of inferior animals, be congregated in one vast plain;
could our eyes at one view take in the whele scene of suffering—cquld
our eyes at once behold all the writhings and, contortions of the agoni-
zed throng of sufferers ; could our ears at once hear all their sighs and
groans that rend the air, the horrific assémblage of, sights and sounds
that would meet our eyes, and pierce our ears, would shatter angd shiver
our nerves to pieces, as struck with a stream of heaven’s own lightning.
Yet for nearly six thousand years has the animal and rational creation
travailed and groaned in pain. All this wo and wretchedness were in-
troduced into the world by the eating of an apple—as, it is called, jt was
some kind of fruit,—but this was not all, it was rebellion against God.
When our first mother plucked and eat of the fruit of the prohibited
tree, she sinned agninst God by violating a positive law, showing that
she neither respected his word, nor regarded his authority. When the
fatber and the mother of us all had sinned, black ruin covered their
faces. They knew not what to do. They vainly endeavoured to hide
themselves in the thick shrubbery of Eden, from the all-seeing eye of
Jehoyah. . . L, .

“What pains, what griefs, from this source, arise !
- What,fipods of tears into owmful eyes v, o

Though our first parents Were respited, sentence of .death. mas pro-
rounced upon them: * dust thou art and unto dust thou. shalt return.”
Aud so death has passed upon all mankind. Phe destroying ;angel,
with his ample death warrait in his hand, is going forth withamtinng
step ovcxi ;he field of time, and with his bloody séythe is cutting-down
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2t that live.  In all the vast fiddds of past genuiations, that were cuver-
ed with human beings thick ae the waving grain that hisses the sum-
mer’s breeze, not onc has been left standing.  'Uliey have oll fllen he-
fore the ruthless destroyer.  Soun we must bow to the dust before this
king of terrors and tcrror of all hings, whose throne is built upon the
ruins of the bowers ot lost Lden, lost by the vivlation of a positive law.

The second positive divine institution was sacrifice, and Cain was
its first violator. Caiu prubably thought that this institution was a non-
essential ; he probably could see no fitness in slaying an innocent ani-
mal, and laywg it upon an altar to obtain the pardon of sins. e would
not bow his wisdom to the wisdom of God.

This was the cause in the end of his raising his murderous arm and
shedding the Llood of his righteous brother. God put a long black
mark upon this traitor and murderer, and drove han forth from the
home of his father, a fugitive and a vagabond upon the earth.

The third positive divine iustitution was circumcision, which stood
at the head of the Jewish economy.

No man could be a citizen of the Jewish commonwealth who had not
complied with this institution, and if 1ny man with lawless audacity,
dared to come into a Jowish congregation without having been circum-
cised, the people were requircd to take up stones and stone him to death.

Were these positive instractions that stood at the head of these sha-
dowy dispensativns, £5 nuportaut that their vivlation called down the
fiercest vengeance of heaven, and yct shall we say that baptism which
stands in the forefront of the christian cconomy, the substance of all the
types and shadows that Liad beuvn exhibited for four thousand years, is
of no importance ? ¥ defy you to poiut out an instance in which there
has not been a most awful sanction attached t posiuve divine institu-
tions. Will you then as jurors determine that baptism may be disre-
garded with opunity 7 So Eve thought of another pusitive mstitution,
and so Cain thought, and God cordemned them both with the most
awful judgments.

It was for the violation of a positive law that the young prophet sent
down to Bethel, perished. God sent him thither, aud without assign-
ing any reason for the prolibition, he told him neither to eat bread nor
drink water in that placc. He did both, and for the violation of God's
positive ommand, a lion met him as he returned, and slew him. It
was for the violation of a positive law that Uzzah died. God had com-
mitted the keeping of his ark to the Priests and the Levites; no persou
with unsanctificd hands was permitted to touch 1it.  Uzzah walhing by
the side of the ark drawn by oxen, the oxen stumbled, and Uzzah to
prevent the ark from falling and being broken, put forth his hand and
touched it in order to steady it. For this act of presumpuon, Ged
smote him dead upon the spot as with the lightning of heaven.

Positive divine mstitutions are heaven's edged tools ; if you tampur
with them they will cut you to the soul. It was for tampering with a
positive Jaw, by substituting smiiing with a rud for speaking, that Moses
was prohibited fromn entering into the land of promise.—Num. xx.

It was for tampering with a positive instuute, by substituting strange



THE CHRISTIAN. 83

fire, for that consecrated fire that was always to be hept burning upon
God’s altar, that Nadab and Abihu were consumed by supernatural
flame—fire weut out from the Lord and devoured them, and they died
before the Lord.

Take warning therefore, my beloved friends, to beware how you tam-
per with the positive institute of baptisu. If baptism is unmersion,
w=mper not with this positive institution of heaven, by substituting for
immersion either sprinkling or pouring.

That baptism means immersion, must be " vious to the mere Eng-
lish scholar, who will examine the context (inn 1y instances) in which
the term occurs.  But that it is Immersion is evident from one compa-
risoi ; it is compared to a burial. Buried with him in baptism into
death.—Rom. 6~4 ; Col. 2-12.

It is objected however, that this is a spiritual baptism, but if it be a
spiritual baptism, still it is called a burial, and you cannot bury a per-
son without covering him over. Sprinkling or pouring a little earth
tpon a eorpse, would not be consudered a burial either by a chnstian or
1 heathen.  Then if it be a spiritual baptism, a burial in the spirit—
the persun must be overwhelmed, enveloped, surrvunded, by the holy
spirit—immersed in the Holy Spirit, which would sill, with all the
cIearness and furce of demonsiration, prove baptism to be mumersion.
Thus the man who iuthese passages takes baptisin to be water baptism,
and the i n who takes it to be a baptisn of the spirit, when the matter
comes to be examined in relation to the meaniug of the term, are like
two men starting back to back to traverse a circle, they meet face to
face on the opposite side of it.

But according to Paul, there is but one baptism, one literal baptism,
whicl is immersicir in water ; but there are many figurative baptisms,
the baptism of the holy spirit, baptism, immersion in debt, as we say he
1= immersed in debt 3 baptism in sorrows and aff'ictions. I have, says
our blessed Saviour, a baptism to be baptised with, and how am 1 strait-
cned till it be accomplished.—Luke 12-50. He was about to be im-
mirsed in afflictions as in deep waters, sorrows like the fluods were
about to pass over him.*

As figure is always drawn from fact, it must always be analagous to
the fact from which it is drawn.  So that if baptism when used figura-
tively is analagou- to a burial, it mnust be sv when used literally. But
if in the passage allulded to the party is bapused in the Holy Spinit, he
is also raised out of the holy spirit, and might therefore as well never
have been baptised in the holy spirit.

* It is a rule of logic, that the true definiuen of the ierm may always be subsututed
for the term 1self, and that it will make good sense. Ii therefore bapusia means
sminkling or peuring, sprichliig or puuning way be subsututed for baptism m cvery
mstanee, in which the term occars, aud it will make good sense. We will try the
meaning of the term according to this rule, but I would hase the reader observe, trat
3¢ thr person or persons spoken of, who are baptised, and not the water that 1s bap-
meed  “He tha gg{le veth and is synnlded—pouted—shali be saved. —Mark 16-16
" Repent every one of you and be eprinkled—poured—in the name of Jesus Christ, for
the remission of sins "~—Acts, 2-38. “* And there went out unto lim (John) all the
bind of Judea and they of Jera-alem. and were sprinkled—poured of m, 1 the nver
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"That baptiso, anghesed bapusin m hing Jaues” version, means -
merse, and nothing but immerse, is proved by Mr. Carson, by the most
overwhelmmg argument.  No man of common scuse, who will suffer
the nusts of prejudice to be blown away from Lis understanding, ean
read Mr. Carsoun’s work in the broad light of reason and fuct winch be
has thrown around the subject, withovt being conviuced that baptise
means to immerse, and nothing but immerse.

He challenges the whole literary world to produce u single wstance
from all the Greck authors, in which the term 1s used in any other
sense. Mr. Judd, has also written a late work upon the subject of bap-
tism, in which it is conelusivly proved to be immersion, and nothing
but immersion. These and several other works, seew calculated for
ever to settle the great question with all minds, over which fact and
reason have not lost their sway.

That the appropriate mearing of baptiso 1s to 1mmerse, is also elcar-
Iy proved by Professor Stuaci, of Andover, one of the most learied
pedo-baptists in Europe or America. 1le also remarks, ** the mode of
baptism by immersion, the Onental church (the Greek church) has
always continued to preserve, even down to the present time.”

¢‘The members of tlus'church are accustomed to call the members
of the Western churches sprinkled christians, by way of ridiculous con-
tempt. They maintain that baptiso cau mean nothing but immerse ;
and that baptism by sprinkling 1s as great a solecisin as smmersiou by
sprinkling 5 and they claim to themselves the hoaor of having preser-
ved the ancient sacred rite of the church free from change and from
corruption, which would destroy its significancy. Mark, the Greceks
themselves affirm, that baptiso means to itumerse, and can mean noth-
ing else, and that to speak of baptism by sprinkling, is as absurd as tv
talk of immersion by sprirhling. +¢'Their testimony 1s conclusive. It
puts the guestion bevond reasonable dispute.” That man who has the
perverseness to rise up, any countradict them, outrages all rcason and
all common sense.  If the Greeks thewsclves are not competent judges
of the meaning of a (ireck word, where shall we find those who are.—
If the Greeks are not safe gwides in this instance, where shall we tind
unexceptionable guides to direct us 1 and echo answers, where ?

Jordan "—Mark 1-3. I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers
were under the clond. and al' passed throush the sea; and were sprinkled—poured
unto Moses mn the clond and in the sea —Cor 18-2. Water or any flmd may be
sprinkled or pourcd, but the idea of per-ous hemg sprinkled or po wred, passes wy
comprehension ' The children of Tarael al)rixlkleti’—lrollred i the cloud and ju the
sca' Al the land of Judea aud they of Jerusalom, were <prmki?d—pmuod-—-byJnhn.
i the river Jordan!'  This would bave bren a heavy business for the Bapust ' rather
more dulicult than the munersion of the three thousand on the day of Pentecost

Bunied with hin by «prinkling—pouring unto de ath.—Rom 64, Buried by spnnk-
ling ' buried by pouring !

have, says our blessed Saviour, a baptism to be baptised with—a baptisn: s sos-

10ws and afthetions 1 have n sprinkhing 1o calamities to be sprinkled with 5 T have s
pouring m sorrows and affictions to be pomed w.th! What rude havoc this would
mike of the beanuful language ol our Suviour ' How it would detract from th
<ublime &nd uposing nuage:y before s aund ' 1 hnve an immersion m calannties
and suffernigs to be inmersed with I an about to be immersed m afflictiens as m
deep watrrs —ealamittes and sufis rmgs hhe floods, are about to overs hielm me
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The tuae 1 not rauotcy, when sprinkhing aud pouning will be eaxi
out of date, lihe an old almuuac, and no man, who has by 1eputation
will tsh it by suying that baptsi icaus any thing bul numersion—
But the learied Professur, aficr having proved baptiso to sigaunfy 10 un-
wiersc, excuses himsddf for sprinkling, by sypposing baplius to be an
eateraal ordinance, thot may be changed like tushions in dress, and by
farthicr suppusing that sprukling retaius the siguificancy of the wsutu-
uot. -\ merely cxternal ordinance, and therefore it may be changed !

Aud has Professur, Stuart Iearued this lessow, in relation to posttive
diviue wistitutions, from the fatc of the futher und mothur of ws oll ,
frun the fate of Cain ; from the doum of the mau who mighs dare to
cuter o Jewish assembly, without having been circumcised | Is thas
the serwon preached to huu by the fate of Uszal, of Moscs, of Nadah
and Abihu, and many others, who scam to have thought that God's
posttive laws were mere external rites !

Let not the peuple of this gencration thus presume to tawper with
God’s pusitive iustitation of Laptisny, lest a judguient finally overtahe
thent, niore awful than the fiery judgment thar consumed Nadab and
Abihu ; more awful than that which cut off Muses short of the Land of
Canaan! Let them fear, lust the fate of Muses in reference to the
earthly Canaau, beeume a type of their fate in reference to the heaven-
ly Canaan !

The significancy of the wmstitution retained ! I it wese, 1s the com-
mand of the Lord Messiah gbeyed 1

if the Israelites wlio were commanded ty lvoh spun the brazen sei-
pent, had looked upon aunother picee of brass, saying that by lookiug
apuit brass they rotaiued die significancy of the iusitution, would they
have obeyed the command of Jehoval 1 and would they have been
cured of the bite of the fiory flying scrpeat? No! they woud have
Leen rebeds against God, aud. they would have perishied s their rebels
lion.

Had Naaman buen sprinkled seven tiuies by water tahen from the
river Jordan, or Liad Lad it pourid on Liin scven tumes, or scven tims
had it poured on himsllfy would be have complied with the comsmanyd
of the prophet, aud would. Lic have been healed of his lgprosy 1 No,
he had gone away a rebel, and died a leper. .

The age of miracles i passed, therefore, though firc come not, vut
from the Lord to consume the man that dares to subsutae. sprukhog
for inwersion, though no saprruaturdl vqice froin heuven is heapd to
pronounce a curse upof the wau who with daring presumption subsu-
tutes pouring for fuiagrsion—think not wy beloved hearers that God
will hold that man gudtless.  Liet no man with unsauctified hand touch
and mar this positive institution of heaven. i

May the Lord of hus all abounding grace euable you to comply with
thiis and every other divine stitution accurdiug to the divine forni.aid
the divine appowntment. .

We niust render a strict acconat of all God's posiuve as well as of
M hrs moral laws ;) disobedicnue mvolver the Hdnsgreszor i the most
awiul consequencer.
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Will you then, if a penitent believer, be immersed for the remission
of sins 1

And is there any one in the assembly who believes not the Gospel
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, that died for our sins accor-
ding to the scriptures 7 Has Jesus wrought many stupendous mira-
cles, to prove that he was the sent of the divine Father ; has he died m
attestation of the contesgion that he is the Messiah, the Son of God.—
Has God marked him out hy sending down the Holy Spirit upon him
in the form of a dove visible to the eyes of the thousands that hned the
banks of Jordan ; and when thus marked out, has he acknowledged
him from the throne of his glory, ‘“this is my beloved son in whom I
delight;*” hag he been crucified by wicked Jews, aad has God raised him
from the dead ; has he sent down an escort of angels to conduct him
triumph to heaven ; has the holy spirit been sent down from heaven
with the joyful tidings that Jesus of Nazareth, our elder brother, bone
of our bone, and flesh of our flesl, is seated upon the throne of the um.
verse, crowned Lord of all; have the apostles of our blessed Lord borne
testimony to his death and resurrection ?

1 koew him well, I was his bosom companion—with him by night
and by day, in public and in private, for more than years. Isaw a
mock erown of thorns placed upon his head, pierced with the cruel
thorns ; I saw the blood streaming down his tender cemples—I saw
him nasiled to the cross ; I heard the sound of the hammer ; I saw the
cold hard iron pierce his hands and his teet, and fasten ltiin to the ac-
cursed tree ; I stood afar off weeping as I heard his groans—saw his
convulsed and quivering limbs, and saw his warm blood streaming
down to the foot of the cross ; I heard humn ery, ¢ it is finished,” and
saw him bow his head and expire. I saw his side pierced by the spear
of the ruthless soldier ; I saw blood and water issue from the wound ;
I saw his dead body taken down from the cross ; I saw it swathed m
spices, and laid in a cold damp sepulchre.

With bim died all my hopes, and with him they were all buried m
the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea : but thauks be to the God and the
father of our Lord Jesus Christ who brought again his son from the
dead ; T saw him again the third day alive and in good health, without
any sign of inflammation about the death wounds he had recerved ; 1
saw him frequently for the space of forty days in the broad light of the
sun, 1 talked with him, ate with him, handled bim ; I know 1t was my
blessed Lord. At Bethany I saw him ascend up towards heaven, nil
a cloud received him out of my sight. On the day of Pentecost, accor-
ing to promise, he sent down the holy spirit upon us. 1 saw cloven
tongues as of fire sitting upon my fellow apestles and upon myself.—
We were all filled with the holy spirit and enabled to speak in many
different languages which we had never learned, were cnabled to heal
the sick, to raise the dead, and to perform many stupendous miracles
in the name of Jesus of Nazareth.

Here are the depositions of the apostles attesting these, and many
other facts, bearing upon the great question, that Jesus is the Christ
the «en of God—sealed with the red scal of their own hearts’ blood ;
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and yet you cannot believe ! O for such skepticisiu, It rochs und hulls
their lasting silence break. .

But perhaps I mistake ; perhaps you are all believers.  And can
you belicve and be otherwise than penitent 7 In the broad suulight of
the gospel, can you lovk upon the dark and haggard visage of s, the
murderous and remorseless assassin of qur race, with Lis gurments rod
and gory with the blood of all the human family, without fecling your
wart: bloed chilled and thrown back, with death like vidlenice, upon the
very fountain of life?  Aud can you reflect that yuu have been the sur-
vant of this monster with fiend and death writien i letters of bluod
upon his black forchead, without feeling the pangs of remworse,
lashing your guilty soul, as whips of scorpions.  Have you no tear v
drop over the desolations which sin has wrought 7 Are you willing to
serve sin fur the wages promised —death, an everlasting destruction
frum the presence of the Lord and the glory of his power 1 Unliappy
laborer ! miserable reward !

Aud can you lovk upon the scene of Calvary without having your
heart touched by that exhibition of love. €an not that scene strike
to the fountain of your heart, as did the wand of the prophet, to the
fountain of the rock ?

Is there no cloquence in the tears of Jesus as he weeps over the ruins
of our race ?

I there no eloguence in his agonies and dying groans as the streams
of life are flowing fruin his warm heart, down to the fout of the cross,
to wash away man’s guilty stains?

Ts there nothing to wove your heart in his last prayer, when he turns
his dying eyes tuwards heaven and umplures mercy upon his murder-
ers, * Father forgive them for they know not what they do.” How
full of love, how eloquent was that prayer. -

O gratitude ! whether hast thou fled. Have you no heads to under-
stand, 1o hearts tu fcel 7 You noblemen and notlewomen whose heurts
respond to love like this, where are you? But still I may mistahe.
You perhaps helicve and are deeply penitent for your sins, but you
cannot see the inportance of baptism.  And has Jesus who is clothed
with all royally and priestly honors whoms angels delight to worship

Who looks and ten thousands of angels rejoice,

And myriads wait for his word;

Who speaksand eternity filled with his voice,

Re-echoes the praise of the Lord.
Has he said go teach all nations baptising them, &e.—sad, he tha
bulieveth and is baptiscd shall be saved? Did Peter, to whomn Jesus
aave the keys of the kingdom of Lheaven, whei opeuing the door of the
kingdom to let in the penitunt Jews on the day of Pentecost, say to
them repent every one of you and be baptised in the name of Jesus
Christ fur the 1enussion of sius, and yut can yeu see in baptism po im-
portance 7 Ah! hure isthe stumbliag bluch 5 the Lord, my beloved friend
atends to try you, to feed about your heart and ascertain if there be
there any loyalt, ; ascertain wletlier you have sufficicnt respect for
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e authorits to do what he commands, sufficient confidence mlas wor
to heheve what he sy s,

He tried our first parcats and found that they nejther believed b
ward nor vegavded his awthorny ;5 ke tiied Cain and found his hean
full of flaws; he tries all whom he receives ; he tied Abraham as you
would try a piece of meotal. You would ring ir, and if you thoroughh
tried it, yvou would put it iuto a crucible aud submit it to a fiery tna
Thus severely did God try Abrahiam.  He conumanded bun to slay hi
<on Izaae, and offer him as a sacrdice, and that he might teel the ful
force of the trial to which lie is about to subject him, he holds it uy
before his mind, he tarns it over and makes 1t ring through his sow
and rake his nerves. e says, Abrahun slay thy son, thine only so
whom thou lovest.  He gives himn this command without assigning any
reason for it, and Abraliam lad tou much resp. *t for the divine wisdon
and authority to ask for any reason.

What a trial was this ? Neiver since tine was born had man’s loyaly
been put to so severe a test. ‘

Does he go to tell his beloved Sarsh that God commaunded Lun t
slay their Isaaz, the son of their old age, their only sou whom they
loved, that child of many a prayer and many a tear?

Does I'e tell her the hard command, and, ash her to unite with hue
in petitioning Jehovali to save thein from this pain ? No, if he had thus
staggered at the divine command, he Lad acscr been made the honored
depositot'y of the divine promises. e asks no questions, he holds n
consultation.

His strong parental feelings, though strong as man ever felt, are
once weighed down by the ponderous weight of God's authority, wluch
ought to weizh down a Universe when placed in the opposite scale.
Sufficient was it. fr Abraham to be assured that God from his awful
throne had issued the command. He therclore goes immediately
Mount Moriah where the sacrifice i3 to be offered.  His beloved Isaac
assists him in preparing ' ¢ wood that is to consune the sacrifiee, and
when the wood is prepar.  he sayvs, “father Lere is the wood, but where
is the lamb for a burnt oftering?” How this must have gone likea
dagger to the heart of the fond father.

But the deed must be done.  God has commaunded, and lus com
mand must be obeved, thougl twenty sons beloved as Isaac were re-
quired to bleed.

He binds his son upon the altar, he grasps the fatal weapon, he rase:
his arm to strike the mortal blow. ’Tis enough, the swift-winged me:
<enger of Jehovah ruslies from the heavons, and arrests the uphfted arm
of the devout patriarch. He says ¢ Abraham ! Abraham! lay not thy
hand upon the lad, neither de thon any thing unto him: for L.know
that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not wathield thy son, thine ouly
son, from me.” * * * *

By myself have I sworn saith the Lord, for because thou hast done
his thing, and hast nat withheld thy sou, thine only son, thatn bles-
sing T will bless thee, and 1 multiplving T will muliiply thy seed, &e.
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‘Aud i thy seedshall all the nations of the earth be Llessed , because thou
hast obeyed my voice.”

Here was loyalty worthy of a Gabriel.  Abraham was prepared to
do any thing that Jehovah commanded.

Had he commanded him to go through a fiery furnace not only se-
ven times, but seventy tinies seven heated, he would have donc it.

At the command of the Lord, he was preparud to be sawn asunder,
tv go through floed or flame.  And so would you my friends, if you
Lelieved God’s word, and respected his authority.  Where 1s your fauh
in the divine word, where is your respect for the divine authority ?

Will you obey the Lord, that your souls may live, that you may
share heaven with devout Abraham ?

You must cither bow to the authority of the Lord Messiah, or be
crushed by his power.

We are all born in prison, under sentence of death, and when God
wills it, we must go down to the city of silence, to swell the number
of its noiseless tenants. But thanks be to the God of heaven, that Je-
sus, vur elder brother, has conquered death, and bucume the resurrec-
tion and the life.

If we live in him and walk in him, though the sentence of death must
be executed upon us, he will briug us up from the grave, shouung, O
leath where isthy sting! O grave where is thy victory !

Then, come, obey the Lord, and you shall sing the victor's sung,
and wear the victor’s crown.

ANSWER TO L. B’s. QUESTION'S CONCERNING THE
WORSHIP OF GOD.

(Continued from page 72.)

QuesTioN 2. “ At what time and place must that worshwy be pesforimed?™

Having noticed in our last the acts of duvotion which wers reguisin
through all dispensations, in order to the worship of God; vur neatbu-
sinees is to ascertain from the same source the time aud place i which
this worship should be performicd. Thicte is o e and place for every
thing commanded by the Lord!

As to the time in which we should serve the Lord, there nod be no
controversy ! That is our continual business. Cliristians ** arc not
their own ; they are buught with a price ; they should, therefure, glonfy
God with their bodies and spirits, which arc Di> A man is as really
serving the Lord, when engaged in an houest calling, as when ot his
knees. Should he spend all Liis time reading God’s word and nisoking
his name, he would certainly be o rebel; for the sume spirit that bispircd
Paul to exhort the disciples to  pray without ceasing,” also instructs
us to ohey all of his commands ; to be * diligent in business” as well
as ‘“fervent in spirit,” shows that it is as much the will of the Lord
that we should be industrious as pious; “ for if any will nutwork, uci-
ﬂl_fi’)r shall he eat, that is, cnjoy the benefits of the fullowship or con
tribution.
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But your question relates not so much to individual as to social
worship.

The human race was first divided into famhes; and the first worship
was undoubtedly family worship. The time 1s not particularly speci-
fed for the ordinary acts of devotron duning the first dispensation ; though
from the language of the Lord to Abraham, we are led to the conclu-
+ion that it was regular and at stuted periods. Hear the word of the
t.ord, “ I know Lim, that he will command his ehildren 2nd his house-
told after him, and they shall.keep the way of the Lord, to do justice
~nd judgment; that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that winch he
hath spoken of him.” Gen. xxiii. 19,

The place where they worshipped is so frequently named that we are
not left a moment in suspense. The altar was their place of devotion ;
which is a proof of our former positions, viz: that sacrifice was a part
~f the worship of the ancients. Noah came forth from the ark with
¢very thing that then lived. He had more clean than unclean beasts,
ond this was doubtless for the purpose of sacrificmg to the Lord ; and
“am the baptised earth cleansed from sinners, the smoke of lis sacri-
fice and his thank-offering ascended to his father and God.

'That their altars were the places for them to worship, is obvious to a
uperficial reader. 'When Abraham took up his residence between
Bethel and Hai * he builded an altar to the Lord, and called upon his
naume.”” Gen. xii. 8. After that he came and dwelt m Mamre and built
there an altar and called upon the name of the Lord. Gen. xiii. 18.
The same things are mentioned of Jacob,

Where the patriarchal tent was pitched and lus altar reared, there
was the worshipping place for lis household. He was the Prophet,
Priest, and King. He taught them the fear of the Lord—he was their
oracle.  'When they went forth to war he was their commander, and
at home their king. At the altar he presented their sacrifice, and in-
ter~eded to God for them.  'Well may such an age be called Patriorchal.

‘ A beautiful andinstructiveinstance of ancient family worship, and of
the sacerdotal functions, as exercised by the patriarchs in reference to
the Altar, we have in that most ancient of books, supposed by many
t> Lave been written by Moses while in the land of Midian; but, ac-
cording to others, by Job himself, who was certainly contemporary with
Eliphaz the Temanite. Eliphaz was the son of Teman, who was the
son of Eliphaz. who was the first son of Esau, the son of Isaac, the son
of Abraham. Hetherefore lived before Moses, Thus we find him also
officiating at the altar.  'We are told that * his sons went and feasted
1n each other’s houses, every one his day, and sent and called for their
sistersto eat and drink with them.  And it was so, that when the days
of their feasting were gone about, that Job sent and sanctified them,
and rose up early in the morning and offered burnt offerings according
to the number of them all : for Job said, Xt may be that my sons have
swned and cursed God in their hearts. Thus acted Job continually.”

Families soon became natiens.  The patriarchal or family worship
zave place, or rather had the addition of the Law of the Lord by Moses;
-het & place was appointed for their worship as a nation.  The pat-
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tern of the temple and altar was shown to Moses in the Moun' ; tothat
they came, and through their priests appointed by God they worshipped
him. Their washings, ablutions, and burnt offerings under the law,
constituted their worsisip. The outer courtof the tabernacle was the plac.
for the people : the Holy place for the Priests, and the most Holy plac.
for the High Priest. This was their place of worship during the forty
years they were in the wildernesss, and the only place fixed upon by d.-
vine appointment, until Jerusalem was selected, and the ark of the cove-
nant was reraoved from the tent of the tabernacle and placed between the
cherubims of gold in Solomon’s temple.  And this also by divine ap-
pointment, as is evident from Deut, xii. 5—14. ¢ Unto the place whick
the Lord your God shall choose out of all your tribes to put his name
there, even unto his habitation shall yc seek, and thither thou shaltcome:
and thither ye shall bring your burnt offerings, and your sacrifices, and
your tithes, and heave offerings of your hand, and your vows, and your
freewill offerings, and the firsthings of your herdsand of your flocks : and
there ye shall eat before the Lord your God, and ye shall rejoicein allthat yc
put your hand unto, ye and your households, wherein the Lord thy God
blessed thee. Ye shall not do after all the things that we do here this
day, every man whatsoever is right in his own eyes: for ye are not as
yet come to the rest and to the inheritance, which the Lord your God gi-
veth you. But when ye go over Jordan, and dwell in the land which the
Lord your God giveth you to inherit, and when he giveth you rest from
all your enemies round about, so that ye dwell in safety ; then there shall
be « place which the Lord your God shall choose to cause his name to
dwell there ; thither shall ye bring all that I command you ; your burnt
offerings, and your sacrifices, your tithes, and the heave effering of your
hand, and all your choice vows which ye vow unto the Lord: and ye
shall rejoice before the Lord your God, ye, and your sons, and your
daughters, and your mon-servants, and your maidservants, and the Le-
vite that is within your gates ; for as much as he hath no part nor in-
heritance with you. Take heed to thyself that thou offer not thy burnt
offerings i every place that thou seest: but in the place which the
Lord shiall choose in one of thy tribes, there thou shalt offer thy burnt
offerings, and there thou shalt do all that I command thee.”

From this we learn that the place in which the Lord would be wor-
shiped was as definitely pointed out as the acts constituting that worship.
The sequel will disclose that this is the casenow ! But to the Zime.

There were ordinary and extraordinary acts of service. The time of
edch was definitely pointed out. First, the daily sacrifice. Let chris-
tians rememmber that under a former dispensation—(moonlight com-
pared with that under which we now live) there was a daily worship !
* Now this is that which thou shalt offer upon the altar : two lambs of
the first year day by day continually. The one thou shalt offer in the
morning ; and the other thou shalt offer at even.”  Ex. xxix. 38-0.
This was required every day—** continually.”

The second species of worship was the Sabbath.  This differed but
little from the daily except the offering of two additional Jambs. Num.
xxxiil. 9, 10, .
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T'hen at every new moon there were offered a greater number of sacn.
fices and other acts of devotion were required. See Num. xxviii, 11-14,

Ou the 14th day of the first month at.even was the Lord’s Passaver.
Then they remembered that they were bondmen in the land of Egypt—
that the Lord sent plagues on Pharosh and his people—thet thesmight
i which they left the house of hondage the Lord passed over them,
while he cut off all the first-born in the land of Xam.,

The 15th day was the beginning of the feast of unleavened bread.
1n order to remind Israel of their journey and anxiety duxing the time
they were on thei: march from Egypt through the Rod Sea, they- were
required to eat unleavened bread seven days,

Number fifty days from the commencement of the last feast 2d we
have the feast of Pentecost ;—the day on which the law was proclaimed
from Sinai and the day in wlich the children of Israel offered the first
frutts of their harvest to the Lord,

The first day of the seventh month they were required to have a holy
convocation; a day for blowing of trumpets and offerjug sacrifices.

On the tenth day of the month was the great annual atonement.

And on the 15th day of the same month was the feast of tabernacles.
Thus their children wsuld be taught that during forty years their fa-
thers lived mn booths while they journied to the promised land.  [The
maquisitive reader would do well to read Num. xxviii. and xxix. Lev.
xxail. where he will learn all of the particulars of the time and place of
the Jewish worship.] \

Thus we have hastily sketched an account of the different timnes in
whiett the children of Isracl ; the chureh in the wilderness, wererequired
to be present before the Lord.  Every thing here wasto e to the letter.
Uet it be noticed here that this people were a typical people.  All of
these requiremenis had meaning in them.  If they were iypes it. was of
something,  Let us consider the subject attentively. These things are
recorded for our admonition #on whom the ends of the .world, or the
consummaiion of the ages are come.” o

Our object in being so particular is, that we need not be under the
necessity of answering a question more than once. Our friends bave
inquired—Why so particular? We wish our readers to understand
tliat we proceed on the principle of the celebrated Robinson of Cam-
bridge, Eng.  Said he, describing the manner in which a preacher
~hould address his audience—~{we quotc from memory) .*$ He should
not only speak so that ke may possibly be understood ; but, so that he
rannot possibly be mis-understood,” We have been so-often misrepre-
senied, that we are now resolved to present our sentiments to our
readers with the greatest possible perspicuity. We feel much imore
aunxious that they should understand facts than to please them with
ine turned periods. “

Now we age prepared to answer the question. with which we set out,
a- W pdates to the tige and place of Chrstian Worship, .

From the ereation antil the resurzection the seventh day of theaveek,
or Sabbath, was kept ; and particularly required to be observed under
‘he law of Mose«.  This was a commemorative institution. On that
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duy God finished all his work. Itwas a day of rest, as its name imports.
1 thatdoy the Lord Jests rested in the tomib in the silence of death. 1t
wes a gloomy 'dny to the disciples, but on the first day of the week,
s yery early in the-morning,”
“IIo rose, ho roze, he burst tho hars of death.” . .

i1e appeared-unto Mary and two of his disciples that day.  Eaght days
after he appeared again; and from varous circumstauces it 1s evident
that on every first day of the weck he appeared to his disciples duning
the firty days Ie remained,on the earth. After his ascension wto glory
on the first day of the week, the day, of Pentecost, he sent down s
Holy Spirit, organised his kiugdomn and commieyced his reign.  We
subsequently read {Acts xx.) “ on the first day of the week the disci-
ples came togethier to break bread.”  Tho Corinthians wore required
to do ns the Apostle had commanded the churches of Galatia, vi1z: oa
the first day of the weel every one was to lay by him in store as the
Lordhad prospered him. And the last communication of our Lord Jesus
Christ to his beloved Apostle John, was made on the same day ; * 1
was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day and heard a voice, &e.”

Thus, as the Lord Jesus was the resurrection and the Iife—the be-
ginning of a new creation—the finisher of the christian werld, or
1ze, the disciples of the Lord Jesus observed that day on which he
rose as commemorative of that great event. And what day more
suifible ! By assembling on that day thiey showeg their confidence, not
mnly that old things were done away and all things become new 3 but
lso their faith in the Lord’s Resurrection. . Ifow many pleasing recol-
teetions would naturally eluster around this memorable day ! * We
were cast down, desponding ; and thought we had been decerved. To
shup our cremics—to clude their scrutinizing gaze, we jourmed to

Fmmaus, "t 'We conversed together and poured over our disappomt-
ment.  'We thought it were he that would redccin Israel. When, Lo!
unknown to us the Saviour made one of our company! O how our
hearts burned within us while he opened to us the.seriptuges !” Tins
we imagine were their tale.  Truly they were hegotien to a jively hope
by the resutrection of Jesus Christ.  Bui not ouly to.themn,. but to all
the diseiples, what a multitnde of pleasing sensations must be aywakened
in the mind on.the return of the Lord’s Day—ithe first day of the weekt

On this day we think of his resurrcction for our justification ; on thus
day the ancient diseiples met to commemorate lis dymng Jove ; and on
the same day thousands during the prescnt century have felt a joy un-
speakable and full of glory in-the.pame employment. Who would de-
sire 2 better heaven than the communion of kindred spinits around .the
Lord’s table, rejoicing in bis dying love and triumphant resurrection 1.},

But to return” frpm our long digression. ¥We have not a code of
laws for ehristians relative to their dress and, dewcanor—hour of the
day on which they should mect—the hind of house in which.they should
assemble, or whether they should meet in one at all.  The Jaw of k-
berty is a law of love.  Facts and principles are develgped ; and that
which is ordesly and comely in dress, dewneanor, &g, is demanded of the
child of God. Thatthe ancientdisciples meton the firsuday of cvery weck
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to worship Gud is a fact—one which few, if any, recogmzing the aatho.
rity of the Bible, will deny. That they attended to the same acts of
worship when thcy nssembled is just as certainto us. To prove which,
incontrovertibly, we pledge ourselves in some future number! That
the disciples of the Lord, during the days of the Apostles, when men
were receiving direct revelations from heaven, in various places, and
surrounded by various circamstances, attended to various acts of chris.
tian worship, is sufficient to excite in the mind of every consistent man
now, who professcs to be guided by the Lord to imitate them. To
prove that they did so ordinarily, is to prove that we ought to go and
do likewise. If not, why have arecord of their doings? The accoum
of their acts is supcrfluous, if they are not to be imitated by us !

Having detcrmined the time for the several acts of worship, it now
remains for us to ascertain the place.  There is the private, family,
social and public worship.  Our private duties are to be perfurmed m
our closets, that is, by ourselves, whether in the ficld, the lunely grove,
the bower or the privatc room. Some persons kneel in the sleeping
room, in the presence of others, and call it private devotion! ** Enter
into thy closet, said the Saviour, and when thou hast shut to thy door,
pray to thy Father who is in secret; and thy Father who seeth in secre
shall reward thee openly.” Matt. vi.

Our compositor has just informed us that he has room for ne more at
present.  'We shall endeavour to be more industrious next month, and
finish this answer and the next, then, the Lord willing.

Yours as ever, EprTor.
————
FOR THE CHRISTIAX.

AN IMPORTANT QUESTION ANSWERED.
What is the design of Baptism ?

To this question different answers Lave been given, but we shall cu-
deavor at thi> time to give the true and correct one. Some answer thiy
question by saying that baptism is for an outward sign of an inward
work of grace, or an external nite.  Others tel.l us that as Christ was
baptised, su it is the duty .fbelievers to be baptised in imitation of him.
But where do the scriptures say that it was an outward sign, an exter
nal rite; or that believers must be baptised to follow Christ’s example!
Just no where ! If baptisri had not been a divirely authorised instiu
tion, and positively commanded, the baptism of Christ would have been
no more an example for us than his crucifixion. That ba‘ptlsm. i5a
sign, is true. But the question again comes up—What ic a sign!
Ans. A sign Is arepresentative of something signified. If we see a darh
circle around the sumr, or moon, we say it 1s a sign, or signifies thata
storm is at hand.  The sign of a man’s name on a store signifies the
place where he does his business.  What then dues baptism sigmfy !
-1ns. Bapiism significs, or represents the death, burial and resurrcction
of Jesus Christ.  And the believer by attending to this ordinance sig-
nifies his belicf 1n the abuve named facts.  For proof of this explanation
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Jsee Rom. vi. 3, 4, 5. But to return to the answer of the questiun. The
‘yucstion iy not what do opinjonists say bupt‘isx'n 13 ful'! bu‘t what do the
fscripturcs say it is for? Ans. ¢ For the: remission of sins. * And I will
Lere uld, that in every instance where it is spohen uf as being designed
“for any purpose, it is for remission of sins, or for saving. Now for the
‘:{m-of Mark i. 4 John did baptize in the wildcrness, and preach
the haptism of repentance for the remission of sins.”  Luke i, 3—
* And he (John) zame into all the country about Jordan preaclung the
baptism of repentance for the remission of sina.” Tlus was Johu's
baptism.  But was baptisin in the name of Jesus Christ fur the same
‘purpme ? Ans. Acts ii. 38— Then Peter said unto them, repent and
Jbe baptised every one of you in the name of Jesus Chrnist for remssion
jof sins,” &e.  Luke xxiv. 27—* And that repentance and remission
©f sins should be preached in his name among all natins beg-
ing at Jerusalem.” The quotation from Acts 1. 38, is the first m-
tance of remission of sins being preached in his name, and 1t was at
‘Jerusalem.  Therefore, the manner in wh’ck repentance and remission
‘of sinawere preached in his name was described in the above named verse.
. 'We have now established the fact that the baptism of John, and bap-
tism in the name of Jesus Christ is for the remission of sins, 1 will
now prove that baptism in connexion with other duties is for the pur-
pnse of saving.  Mark xvi. 16—** He that believeth and is baptised sl
be saved.” In the 10th chapter of Acts we have an account of the
conversion of Captain Cornelius. Being told by the angel to send for
Simon Peter, it is said in the Gth verse, ** He shall tell thee what thou
oughtest to do.” Peter, in giving his own account of it, says, in chap-
ter 11th, verse 14th, * Who shall tell the words whereby thou and thy
house shall be saved.” So, in one place it is, * he shall tell thee what
thou oughtestto do.” And in the next place, * He shall tell thee words
whereby thou and thy house shall be saved.” Now, if we can find out
what Peter told Cornelius to do, he shall find out the words he was to
tell him whereby he should be saved. Chapter 10th, verse 45th, * And
he commanded them to be baptised in the name of the Lord." Tlus
is the only thing Peter told them to do. And mark this—it was in the
name of the Lord. One more testimony is sufficient ; however, before
producing it, T would recommend reading the account of the jaior's
conversion—Acts 16th, from the 25th to the 34th verses. The ne-t
testimony is in st Peter, 8d chapter, 20th and 2lst verses. The hke
figure whereunto baptism doth also now save us, &c. What Baptism
is for is now proved beyond contradiction, not by arguments alone, but
by plain positive testimony. And I boldly affirm, that there is no as-
surance in the new testament, of salvation or remission of sins to those
who hear the gospel, without baptism. Then let no man dare reject
this divine institution, or presume to substitute any thing in uts place,
for God will not receive a substitute. But before closing, let me nutbe
understood to rest salvation on baptism alore, but in connexion with
faith and repentance. While some receive faith and repentance, and

exclude baptism, I believe the whole to be Important, and exclude
neither. L. B.
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A~ Awrur. Provipence.—On the 20th of April, at g sntall vitfape
i this County, viz. Ells.ille, a inan named J. P. 8. was killed sudden-
ly.  He was a profane swearer. fle was in one of the stores, talking
abcut moving his family to another hoase in the village that day thongh
the rain poured down in torrents omr the earth. A friend saiq, “ Surel
you would not take your family out in such a rain.” I¥e swore by tlle
“ Lord Jesus Christ, that if it rained pitehforks with the prongs down-
wards, and if rained hel-fire he would go-!” so saying, he sprung from
the door, walked about ten steps. and was struck in the mouth b; lizht-
mng—nhis head awfully mangled—and hus lips still quivering with oaa;hs,
barned and swelled ult it was distressing to see him. Nothing clse wa¢
injured—the blasphemer only was killed.—Chkristian Adv. & Journal.

—— g o Ar—— '

RELIGION.

Like snosw thee falls where waters glide, | Rehgion®s xays no clouds obscure ;
Earth's jJeasures melt away ; i Dut o’er the Chrisuan’s soy)

They rest on time’s resistless tide, 1t sheds a rediance calm and pure,
And but a momen. stay. Though 1empests round him roll. |
But jays that from rehigion flow, ! Hisheartmaybreak neath sorrow’sstréke,
Like stars that gild the mght, | . But 1o 1ts latest thrill, 3
Amid the darkest gloom of woe i Likediamonds shinmg when they’re broke,
Shine forth with sweetest light. 'THAT RAY WILL LIGHT IT STILE.
B ] i '
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