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Greater Results 
By Training

THE War taught us many things 
for our good.

It shewed clearly that efficiency was 
the key to successful results. It made 
it plain that training was essential to 
progress—to attainment.

So it is in the Great Work of the 
Sunday School

Sunday Schools everywhere are 
realizing more and more that the 
teacher trained for the Master’s work 
has the greater ability and influence in 
the moulding of Christian character.

The New Standard Teacher Training 
Course

was devised over a year ago to meet 
the need for a simple, practical course 
for teaching teachers—for training to 
greater efficiency.

The four books of the first year— 
so simply and ably written by eminent 
men—:have had marked success in 
teaching how to teach.

With good reason, it is felt that the 
four books of the second year will be 
just as well received and just as suc­
cessful in accomplishment.

While group training is advised, an 
individual may be self-taught through 
these splendid little books.

One beauty of the course is that you 
can start any time.

All books just 20c. each, postpaid
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CHURCH AND GERRARD STREETS.TORONTO

Second N ear Books:
Teaching Values of 

the Old Testament 
Teaching values of 

the New Testament 
The Programme of 

the Christian Re­
ligion

Training the Devo­
tional Life

First Year Books: 
The Pupil 
The Teacher 
The Teacher’s Study 

of the Life of Christ 
The School
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Getting Ready for the Reopening
There are some Sunday Schools which arc open only during the months of spring and 

summer and early autumn. The time for the reopening of these Schools is close at hand. 
Much depends on their getting off to a good start. A little careful preparation, well in ad­
vance, will count for much in making the season’s work a real success.

All the scholars should be rounded up. Every one of them who was in attendance last 
year should know just when the School is to begin its work, and any new arrivals in the neigh­
borhood should be looked up and invited to join the School. * Some specially attractive fea­
ture may be arranged for the first session, so that the largest possible attendance may be 
secured.

An adequate staff of teachers should be secured. Every class, on the opening day, should 
find a teacher waiting to welcome its members, ready to teach the lesson of the day in so inter­
esting a fashion that the scholars will look forward to succeeding sessions with eager delight.

No pains should be spared in securing the sympathy and cooperation of the home. The 
success of that teacher is practically assured whose work is reinforced by the influence and 
effort of parents and other older members of the family.

It should be seen to, in good time, that a supply of Lesson Helps and Illustrated Papers 
shall be on hand when required. The supply should be sufficient for the number of teachers 
and scholars. It should also be suitable. The Help and Illustrated Paper provided for each 
scholar should be that prepared for boys and girls of his age.

The good effect of well considered preliminary plans will be felt all through the season. 
And when the plans are carried out with energy and enthusiasm, it will be found, in many 
cases, when autumn comes, that the School, instead of being closed, can be carried on during 
the winter.

The Forward Movement : Just Where the Sunday School Comes In
We have written it “just where" because it is so easy to forget the Sunday School in a 

great Movement, where the older people and the great missionary and other "schemes” of the 
church have necessarily so lcrge a part.

But a moment’s thought brings the “just where" into the spotlight, for the heart of the 
Forward Movement is the deepening of the spiritual life of the church : and every child in the 
church is a member of the church : besides, if spiritual life is to be quickened, childhood is
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the most favorable soil : you may quicken the spiritual life of an adult, but it is ar uphill 
task,—to quicken the spiritual life of a child is as natural and simple a process as that the 
child’s body should grow quickly, with the proper sort of food and care.

It behooves the leaders of the Forward Movement to “put their back into” the pro­
moting of the religious education of the children ; and answering to the call of the leaders, 
the Sunday School teachers will find an attractive and well worth while task in bettering their 
teaching, and seeking by the fresh consecration of their own lives, to lift the lives of these 
growing children into closer relations to God : and that is “religious education."

On the side of effort, also, the children are a pursuing "prospect." There are some three 
hundred thousand of them in our Canadian Presbyterian Sunday Schoo's ; let one and all of 
these give their little mite, do their little bit of work, and the Movement is already half 
achieved.

And this practical effort on the part of the children is itself a powerful factor in their 
religious education. A congregation we know of was building a new church. The land on 
which it was to stand was mapped out into inch squares, the number of bricks requisite for 
the building was reckoned, each child in the S'.'nday School was asked to take up as many 
inches, or as many bricks as he thought he could manage to pay for. The consequence was 
that, when the church was completed, every child felt that he or she owned part of the structure 
and of the ground on which it stood. They were in a very real sense partners in the concern, 
partners, indeed, with God and in God's work. That effort to help, that partnership in a 
good work, was as truly a part of their religious education as lessons taught , or verses mem­
orised, or as the songs and the prayers of the School.

Let there be no doubt as to just where the Sunday School stands in the Forward Move­
ment to deepen the spiritual life of our church and to increase its givings and labors.

How the War Memo ial Fund Goes On
The War Memorial Fund aimed at $300,000. At the date of this writing, toward the 

end of January, it has reached $50,000, and this from some 450 Schools.
That is a fine record, considering that it was late in being launched, just on the edge of 

the Victory Loan drive with which it is linked up : remembering, also, that, no sooner was it 
launched than the Flu spread like a devastating wave across the whole Dominion, closing up 
churches and schools by the hundred, some of them for many weeks. The wonder is that so 
much has been accomplished towards the reaching of the $300,000 objective.

If all the Schools that have not as yet contributed will set themselves to do as well by 
this fund as those which have contributed, the whole amount aimed at will be realized.

Now that the Flu has spent itself, and conditions are again normal, every School that 
has not yet done its share should at once set about doing it. Rev. Robert Laird, the secretary 
of the Movement, will be delighted to give all necessary informa'ion as to plans and as to the 
object of the Movement. His address is 256 Confederation Life Building, Toronto. The 
plans are simple ; even the smallest School can carry them through.

In the months of April and May there are about 1,090 of our Schools that have been 
closed during the winter months, and reopen in the spring. One of the first things that they 
should do is to get the required information and “set up” their little campaign to raise their 
share of the Fund. Subscription for a Victory Bond of $50, or $100, or as many fiftys or 
hundreds as they can manage, is the way to contribute

The War Memorial Fund is for the building of School Homes for non-English speaking 
boys and girls in Canada ; the building and bettering of Schools in our Mission Fields abroad ; 
and the extension and improvement of our Sunday School work throughout all Canada. It 
will be the fault of their leaders, if any if our Sunday Schools fail to give to this Fund, for 
the objects are just the objects that will attract children and young people to save and give.
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The “Memento of the Great War"
Oddly enough, the first order for the Memento came from the interior of the State of 

Pennsylvania, probably for some Ameriean boys, who, out of love for righteousness and free- 
clon had enlisted with the Canadian forces, before th< United States entered into the War. 
It has of course been taken up widely in Canada. Cnurches and Sunday Schools and Young 
People’c and other organizations have felt it to be a graciou 1 act to present to the men who 
have served in the great War, this beautiful recognition and remembrance, and the officers 
and men have received it with delight.

Two questions have arisen. “Shall the Memento be sent to the boys who are still over­
seas ?” and “May it be used in the case of the heroes wl o will never return ?"

To the both of these questions, the answer is “Yes.'' To the nun overseas it will be a 
gracious welcome reminder that their church at home has not forgotten them, and appreciates 
the service they are still rendering, when the rendering of that service is really harder in some 
ways, than when the War was actually going on. In the case of those who have given up 
their lives it will be esteemed by their loved ones a precious possession.

The "V.C.," the tpghest decoration that is given for gallantry in action, is frequently 
h‘stowed in the case of men who have actually fallen, and prized beyond measure by their 
homes and friends. In like manner the Memento will be a valued recognition and remem­
brance.

Turning the Flu to Account
This is an incident, with a “moral,” and a moral of wide application.
When the dreadful epidemic closed the Sunday School of St. David’s in St. John, New 

Hrunswick, as it closed so many Sunday Schools all over Canada, the superintendent bethought 
him as to how the work of the School might still go on.

With assistance that he summoned, he worked out a schedule of the hoi 3 addresses 
of all the teachers and scholars by convenient districts, and summoned the boys and others 
to distribute the Ivesson Helps and Illustrated Pa|>ers to the tffaehers and scholars at their 
homes. The task was taken up with a will by all concerned. Indeed, it proved a welcome 
activity when the closing up of everything left so many Sunday School people with nothing 
to do. And the receipt of the Sunday School literature was greatly appreciated. The School 
was, of course, not living its full life ; but it was living, and that counted for much.

Incidentally the distributing, once done, proved a convenience to the church treasurer 
of the contribution envelopes, and was otherwise utilized

The “moral" evidently is, if ordinary methods in any part of the church's work are 
from any cause, interrupted, fit a new method to the occasion,—look out for the main thing, 
the carrying on, whether or no, of the work.

The Board of S. S. and Y. P. S.
At the meeting, last January, in Toronto, of the General Assembly’s Hoard of Sabbath 

Schools and Young People's Societies, three phases of the great task of religious education 
received special emphasis.

There was the fundamental place of the home in religious education. Family life, with 
its familiar and loving intercourse of parents and children, brothers and sisters, furnishes the 
environment for the development of personality into the image of Christ, at which religious 
education aims. The Hoard is earnestly planning, in cooperation with other agencies, to 
help the home to |)erform more effectively its divinely appointed function of spiritual nurture.

Much solicitous thought was given to the great areas, especially in the newer provinces 
of Canada still unreached by the Sunday School. A large place will be given, in the plans 
of the Secretaries and other workers, for the coming year, to field work, that, so far as may 
be possible, there will be a Sunday School within reach of every boy and girl for whom our 
ch' rch is respomible.
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And, of course, no such Board could meet without having the need of trained teachers 
and other leaders thrust upon its attention. Without hesitation, it may be said, that in no 
way can a more needy or inviting fluid of servie» be found than that which lies 1 efore those 
who will give themselves to the work of teaching and training children and boys and girls in 
the Sunday School.

The future of the work under the care of the Board is bright with promises. A great host 
of consecrated and enthusiastic workers are giving themselves unsparingly to this service. 
The number of these workers is constantly growing and their effectiveness is constantly in­
creasing. The harvest is assured, ard it will be abundant.

The R. E. C. C.
These four cryptic letters are likely to be much heard of in Canada in the coming years, 

for they represent the largest and completest cooperation in Christian education which this 
continent, or indeed the world, has ever seen.

The cryptic initials stand for the Religious Education Council of Canada. This newly 
formed organization is the result of the growing cooperation of the various bodies in Canada 
responsible for Sunday School and Y.P.S. work, and is the bond and guarantee for the con­
tinuance and widening of that cooperation. The membership of the R.E.C.C. is made up of 
(to copy the Constitution) the Sunday School Commission of the Church of England in Canada; 
the Boards of Sunday Schools of the Baptist Conventions in Canada ; the General Board of 
Sunday Schools and Young People's Societies of the Methodist Church ; the Board of Sabbath 
Schools and Young People’s Societies of the Presbyterian Church in Canada ; the Canadian 
Council of Provincial Sunday School Associations ; the Boards or Committees of Sunday 
School Publications of the cooperating units 4 and the Boards and Committees of the Young 
People's Societies of the cooperating units. Each of the units is represented in the Council 
by a specified number of its members.

The object of the Council is “to advance the work of Religious Education by : (1) Con­
ferring and advising on matter of common interest ; (2) Giving expression to common views 
and decisions ; (3) Cooperation in matters common to all, each cooperating body retaining 
complete supervision of its own work." In other words, the R.E.C.C. is a working organi­
zation to unify the spirit, plans, and work of the various units represented in it. When it is 
remembered that the Church Boards and Committees enumerated have direction of the Sunday 
School anil Y.P.S. work of from 90% to 97% of the Protestants of Canada, and that now for 
the first time these Boards and Committees are organically linked up with the Provincial 
Sunday School Associations, it will be realized how very long a step has been taken in the 
direction of complete economy and efficiency of effort and in Christian unity. In other words, 
the denominational and inter-denominational forces of Canada are to he one , for, following on 
the organization of the R.E.C.C. for the Dominion, a suggested form of similar Provincial 
organization was adopted.

Already, whilst in process of organization, the R.E.C.C. had prepared and issued a Pro­
gramme of Wartime Activities for Sunday Schools, taken over the work of the sjiecial Sunday 
School Committee for Armenian and Syrian Relief, helped to promote the Teacher Training 
Drive, launched at the suggestion of the Sunday School Council of North America, and has 
inaugurated special campaigns, (1) in the interest of Teacher Training in the Higher Insti­
tutions of 1 yearning, (2) training for service amongst the soldiers overseas, and (3) Religious 
Education in the home.

A Still Larger Movement
The R.E.C.C. may well b" considered the precursor of movements for the unifying of the 

Sunday School forces as represented by the Church Boards of the Protestant Churches of the 
whole of North America and the International Sunday School Association.

This movement is, as yet, in its preliminary stages. The Sunday School Boards have



1919 Editorial 135

been for several years united in the Sunday School Council of Evangelical Churches of North 
America, some thirty denominations being members' thereof. Committees of the Sunday 
School Council and of the International Association have been appointed for conference as 
to the unifying of the efforts of all concerned. At the date of this writing the conference was 
in near prospect, and the hope was strongly entertained, that, in this time of coordination 
and cooperation, this effort toward unity of plan and programme and effort may result in a 
junction of forces that will give the Sunday School work of the whole continent a mighty 
forward impulse. A high Sunday School authority has declarcd'th it, reckoning u|> all the 
work that is now being carried on, not one-tenth of what ought to be done, for the betterment 
and extension of the Sunday School, is being done. It is surely a time for the joining of forces.

To remember what unity of effort and of leadership did for the Allied Forces in the later 
months of the War, should make the way easier for such a one-en-ing of the Sunday School 
hosts as would take away all reproach of failure arising from their present divided condition .

A Home Reading Circle
The Sunday School and Y.P.S. Board of our Church has prepared a neat little card, on 

one side a list of books on child nature and the duties and privileges of the parents and big 
brothers and sisters, and a little pledge of membership in the Circle, and on the other a Prayer.

The special object, at the present time, is to test the utility of the plan outlined. Cards 
will be sent, without cost, to any parents or others who desire to fit themselves for the better 
keeping and guiding of the growing children. The address to be written to is the Secretary 
of the Sunday School and Y.P.S. Board, 411 Confederation Life Building, Toronto. The 
expectation of the Board is, that those who thus receive the Home Reading Circle cards will 
write later, telling what they think of the plan and of the books recommended.

On the Lookout for Mother's Day
It comes in May. It has grown to be a favorite day. The return of our soldier boys to 

their homes will give it a new and intenser flavor this year. We have already in hand the 
Mothers’ Day Service for 1919, of which we shall announce more particulars in the April issue 
of the Teachers Moxthly. It ought to be of universal observance. Everyone, old and 
young, has a mother ; in the case of most, thank God, still here ; in the case of many, gone 
to a world where those sweet mothers have not forgotten sons and daughters that were onee 
at their knees.

There should be no more compelling privilege to us all than to remember the mothers 
who bore us, and who first showed us the way to God.

Teacher Training in Spring and Summer
It is not easy to keep up the meetings of a Teacher Training Class during the spring and 

summer months. But the temporary disbanding of a class is no sufficient reason why these 
months should not be utilized in the interests of Teacher Training.

A hint may be taken from the practice in schools and colleges of assigning to students a 
definite course of summer reading in line with their winter’s work. The members of a Teacher 
Training Class, which is obliged to discontinue its meetings, may, with great profit, undertake 
to do a certain amount of work before the meetings are resumed.

This work may be a review of some portion of the Course previously studied. By such 
a reviev, what has been learned will be fixed more firmly in the mind and become a more 
enduring and usable possession.

Or, it may be the preliminary study of some new part of the Course, which is to be taken 
up when the claas resumes in the autumn. This will enable the class to proceed more rapidly 
and thus cover more ground during the months of fall and winter.

The fact is that, instead of the spring months being a period in which little or nothing 
can be done in the way of prosecuting the Teacher Training Course, it is a time in which some 
of the most valuable work of the year may be accomplished.
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WITH OUPx CONTRIBUTORS

The Teaching Process
Si* Professor L. A. ifeigle, D.D.

(The third of a series of twelve articles by the author 
of The Teacher, one of the books in the New Standard 
Teacher Training Course, discussing more fully some 
points dealt with in the book.—Editors.]

Three weeks after the ojiening of college 
one year, a Senior of high standing presented 
himself at the office of 
the Dean, with the re­
quest that he be per­
mitted to drop a certain 
course and substitute 
another in a different 
department. "But I 
thought you had spok­
en to me last year of 
how happily you looked 
forward to that 
course," objected the 
Dean. "What is the 
matter?" "I still 
want the subject," was 
the answer ; “and I 
think that Professor So- 
and-so is the mostbiil- 
liant man I know ; but 
honestly, Dean, he is 
the poorest teacher 1 
know too."

The Dean decided to 
f Mend a few sessions 
of that class. At the 
end he felt much as the 
student did. Professor 
So-and-so was. a bril­
liant man, there was 
no denying that ; per­
haps the best scholar 
on the faculty. But 
he was not a good 
teacher. He did all the 
talking himself ;. and 
what he said was richly 
suggestive, often pro­
found, at times spark­
ling with the wit that 
was native to the man, 
and always abounding 
in allusions and side re­
ferences that bore evi­
dence to the encyclo- 
pædic sco}K> of his 
knowledge. But his 
material lacked organ­
ization and adaptation. He did not begin at 
a natural beginning, lead out into a well-or­
dered body of exposition, and drive through

to a conclusive end. He never seemed clear 
as to just what he might presuppose his pu­
pils to know. He made no effort apparently 
to put himself upon their level and to adapt 
what he said to their interests and needs ; he 
frequently dived straight into whatever phase 
of the subject chanced at the time to be up­
permost in his own thinking or investigation.

If occasionally he be­
came uneasily con­
scious that perhaps not 
all of his audience had 
been able to dive with 
him. he liegan to floun­
der. He lugged in 
stories, he multiplied 
explanations, laborious 
and out-of-place, he 
backed and turned and 
filled in, all with an air 
of the utmost patience 
and with a trace of con­
descension. He enter­
tained the superficial ; 
he mystified the earn­
est ; the best students 
took him as a sort of 
condiment, and mas­
tered the subject al­
most as much in spite 
of him as because of 
him.

The exhibition that 
Professor So-and-so 
gave before his class­
es, in short, was not 
tcaching. He went 
about it as though he 
were put there to get 
the lesson out of hi# 
system, rather than in­
to the pupil's.

His procedure was 
mistaken in two funda­
mental respects. First, 
he assumed that tell- 
ing things to pupils is 
teaching them. Now 
telling undoubtedly 
has its place in the 
teaching process, at 
times wdien the teacher 
finds it best to tell fact# 
to his pupils which 
they cannot find out 

for themselves, or would find out only at the 
expense of too much time and effort ; when 
he is called upon to explain some difficult

BOYS' WORK AMONGST THE 
SOLDIERS

By Captain (Her.) John Mutch

The soldiers in Seaford Camp, 
Sussex, England, were recently visited 
and addressed by Mr. Taylor Statten, 
the well known worker amongst boys. 
Five crowded meetings were arranged 
in five different places. After the 
talk of the evening, Mr. Statten, in 
each case, called for volunteers for 
Boys’ Work in Canada ; and a 
goodly number responded.

Those who responded were organ­
ized into groups and made acquainted 
with the plans and methods of the 
Canadian Standard Efficiency Tests. 
These groups meet on a week night 
for discussion.

To take one such group as an 
example. Some 20 young Canadian 
soldiers met with a padre on a week 
night. It was decided to have five 
meetings. The fir-.t was to explain 
the “charting" system. The second 
discussed the "intellectual standard." 
The third took up the religious stan­
dard. And the fourth and fifth 
nights were devoted to the "phy­
sical” and "social" standards. The 
text book was the Tuxis Boys' Man­
ual. A few “first copies off the 
press" were left by Mr. Statten; and
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point, to illustrate some principle, or to clear 
up some obscurity that they cannot of them­
selves understand ; when he seeks to awaken 
desirable emotions and to arouse right atti­
tudes within them by 
the concrete and stir­
ring presentation of 
some story or poem, bit 
of history or biography.

But such telling is 
more or less incidental ; 
it is part of a larger 
teaching process. To 
teach is to arouse the 
pupils themselves to 
mental activity, and to 
direct and guide that 
iictivity. The teacher 
who tells everything 
to his class is not apt 
to stir them to think for 
themselves. They will 
sit more or less inert, 
receiving impressions 
but not digesting them.
And he has no way to 
check up what is hap­
pening within them.
He cannot tell whether 
they are getting right 
or wrong impressions.
He is so busy pouring 
in that he does not stop 
to draw out. For all he 
knows, they may be 
acquiring ideas that 
are oddly distorted or 
almost wholly false.

Yet how often one 
meets a Sunday School 
teacher who says with 
a certain air of pride :
“You know, my cla«s 
wants me to do all the 
talking. They say that 
they enjoy it so.”
Of course they do, be­
cause that is the lazy, 
happy-go-lucky way 
for them. They need 
do no work if the teach­
er will do it all. The 
poor misguided teach­
er follows them along 
t he line of least resist­
ance, and accepts it as a 
tribute to his ability 
as an attractive, inter­
esting talker !

ProfessorSo-and-so’s 
second fundamental 
mistake was his failure to adapt his teaching 
to the knowledge and experience, the interests 
and purposes, of his pupils. He kept handing 
out to them what was in his head, without

The Teaching Process

(iContinued from opposite page)
in this way the men acquired some 
definite knowledge as to the working 
of a group on a week day. Some 
time and thought were also given to 
the group's Sunday meeting, and re­
ferences made to the Graded Lessons.

There are in this area, seven 
Y.M.C.A. officers. At the sugges­
tion of Mr. Statten, they meet with 
one of the padres who has had some 
experience with the C.S.E.T. pro­
gramme twice a week to discuss Boys' 
Work. At the first meeting, a bird’s 
éye view was given of the Tuxis pro­
gramme. It was decided to meet to­
gether five more times, and at each 
meeting discuss two chapters of the 
eleven in The Religious Education of 
Adolescents, a new book of great im­
portance by Professor Norman-E. 
Richardson.

At the time of writing this article 
one of these discussions, lasting one 
hour, has taken place ; and the pros­
pects for the other four meetings look 
good.

The Boys’ Work has made a touch­
ing appeal to the soldier. Quite a 
few are going into it. At one group 
meeting last night some 40 men were 
present and were coached by one of 
our Y.M.C.A. officers.

It is also noteworthy that the whole 
subject of Religious Education, its pre­
sent state and its prospects, is being 
earnestly considered by the chaplains 
and Y.M.C.A. officers in this area, 
who believe that there is a real future 
of inestimable value for this most 
vital science and art.

Seaford Camp, Sussex
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taking account of what was in their heads.
He was essaying an impossible thing. No 

teacher ran simply take an idea out of his 
own head and put it into a pupil’s head, un­

changed, as though it 
were a sort of brick. 
All that the teacher 
can do is to express, in 
words and in his control 
of the pupil’s experi­
ences, what his ideas 
are, and thereby to 
stimulate and guide 
the pupil to formulate 
adequate and true 
ideas for himself. The 
pupil makes his own 
ideas ; no one can do 
that for him. And he 
always makes his ideas 
in part of old material. 
He unders*ands the 
new only by associat­
ing it with the old ; he 
grasps the hitherto un­
known only in terms of 
its relations to what 
he has already known. 
This is the familiar, 
elemental principle of 
apperception.

( )ne of the first essen­
tials of good teaching, 
therefore, is that it be­
gins at the level of 
the pupil’s knowledge 
and experience. The 
teacher should seek to 
understand, as fully 
as possible, what his 
pupils already know ; 
and he should come in­
to living, sympathetic 
touch with their aspir­
ations and interests. 
This previous knowl­
edge, these aspirations 
and interests, consti­
tute the stuff with 
which he has to help 
them build the new 
structure of ideas and 
purposes at which he 
aims. Unless he knows 
that stuff and how to 
use it, there will always 
remain an element of 
uncertainty about his 
work. He cannot be 
quite sure that his pu­
pils are going awi 

with just the ideas that he wanted them to ge 
One of the most remarkable things aboi 

Jesus’ teaching is the way that he used tl 
stuff that was already in the minds of h
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hearers. He never taught abstractly. He 
was constantly asking questions that drew 
men out. He was always ready with some 
concrete ease, some figure of speech, analogy 
or story that made his teaching clear to the 
common run of folk. It is important, more­
over, to note the sort of things that he told 
stories about,—about fishermen and their 
nets, a shepherd and his sheep, a sower and 
his seed ; about the weeds that grow up to 
choke the grain ; about sons, oliedient and 
disobedient, stay-at-home and prodigal ; 
about a woman and her yeast ; about another 
woman, her money and her broom ; about 
wedding feasts and marriage processions ; 
about debtors, thieves and judges ; about an 
absent landlord and a cheating rent agent ; 
about a man, even, who gets out of bed at 
midnight to lend a neighlior three loaves of 
bread, lest his continued knocking upon the 
door should wake the children.

These are stories of ordinary, every-day 
life ; things like these were happening all the 
while among the people to whom he sjioke. 
And that is just why he was able to turn these 
stories to such splendid account, and to eon- 
vev through them the most profound of 
spiritual truths. He was using the material 
that was at hand. “The common people 
heard him gladly.” That was in part, at 
least, because they could understand him. 
His teaching was put in terms drawn from

their ex|ierience, and answered to their needs.
Here are two principles, then, that are in 

the nature of the case fundamental to the 
teaching process. The teacher must rouse 
the pupil to Ürink and do for himself ; and 
he must help pupil to use what knowledge 
he already possesses as a basis for his under­
standing of new experiences and his con­
struction of new ideas.

There is a simple test which any teacher 
can apply, to learn whether or not he is doing 
these two things. Do your pupils study their 
lessons ? Or do they simply come to class 
and expect you to entertain them or to direct 
their study for the hour that you are to­
gether ? If you have not succeeded in 
creating within them, not simply a willing­
ness, but a desire, to do something upon their 
lessons between meetings of the class, you 
may lie sure that your teaching is not getting 
into them as it should. Many Sunday School 
teachers resign themselves too readily to the 
idea that “ You can’t get pupils to study their 
Sunday School lesson any more." It is 
harder, of course, than it was in days less full 
of distractions than these. But it can be 
done. And it depends, in the main, upon the 
teacher himself s * d U]>on the character of the 
process that k inducts under the name of 
teaching.

Yale University, New Haven, Conn.

The Quarterly Review
By Rev. J. M

The most effective review of the lesson for 
the Quarter should be that conducted by the 
teacher in his or her own class. It is the 
teacher who knows best what the scholars 
have been taught during the Quarter, and 
who, therefore, is best qualified to frame such 
questions as will fairly and thoroughly test 
the scholars' knowledge and deepen the im­
pressions made by the teaching ot each Sun­
day. The one who told the stories or guided 
the studies or led the discussions, week by 
week, is the one who can make the Quarterly 
Review the climax and the crown of the 
Quarter’s work.

Of course, the review lesson, just as care­
fully as the ordinary lessons, must be adapted 
to the interests and needs of the sholars. The 
review plans,—and every review must be 
planned if it is to be successful—must vary 
with the ages and attainments of the boys and 
girls in the different Departments.

Take, for example, the lessons of the present 
Quarter, and begin with the children in the 
Primary Department week by week, the 
stories in the lesson material have been told 
to them. They have learned about the baby

. Duncan, D.D.

Moses and the crossing of the Red Sea and 
the giving of the manna and all the other 
wonderful happenings in God's leading of his 
people out of Egypt. On Review Sunday, 
some of these stories,—those which the tiny 
tots love best and are closest to their childish 
experiences—may be retold, the purpose being 
constantly kept in view of getting them to 
realize that the heavenly Father is caring for 
them as really and as wonderfully as he cared 
for the children of Israel in the days of old.

In the teaching of the Quarter’s lessons to 
Juniors, it may be supposed, stress has been 
laid upon the mighty power manifested in the 
dealings of God with his people and their foes. 
Now is the time to gather up into one view 
all the marvels of that great deliverance, so 
that the scholars of this age, with its admir­
ation for power, may be made to realize how 
abundantly able God is to provide for and 
protect them.

The interest of the Intermediates, during 
the Quarter’s teaching, has naturally been 
centred about the personality .of Moses and 
Joshua. They have studied incident after 
incident in the careers of these two great ser-
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vante of God. Review Sunday bring» the 
opportunity of looking bark over the life and 
work of these two leaders of Israel, so that 
their biographies may be an enduring mental 
and spiritual possession of the scholars.

In classes of Seniors and Adults, the method 
rommonly followed in taking up the weekly 
lesson, is that of discussion or debate, with 
the teacher as a leader On Review Sunday, 
some of the main teachings or most interesting 
problems suggested by each lesson may be

selected for consideration. Some of these 
may have been dealt with previously, while 
others may be raised for the first time.

The teacher should keep the Quarterly 
Review before his mind from the very begin­
ning of .ach three months’ period. Each 
lesson should be so taught that it will be a 
real preparation for the review. When this 
is done, Review Sunday will bring the most 
interesting lesson hour of the whole Quarter, 
both for teacher and scholars.

What are You Trying to Accomplish?
By Alfred White

When you meet that class of yours, what 
is it exactly that you are wanting to achieve ? 
Have you put this question fairly to yourself 
and tried honestly to answer it ? In a broad, 
encrai way, what results do you expect to get 
y your efforts week after week through the 

year ?
It is of vital importance that every teacher 

should lie able to answer these questions very 
definitely and specifically for unless he can 
his teaching is apt to be somewhat pointless 
and ineffective. Let us, then, try and find 
an answer that will lie sound and will show 
us how we may give that point and definite­
ness to our teaching so essential to real success.

First, let us consider it from a negative 
point of view. With all reverence, let it be 
said that we do not go to Sunday School 
primarily to teach the Bible. This may 
sound startling, but let us consider it fairly.

When you do this, you will realize that, 
while we use the Bible regularly in our Sunday 
Schools—in fact it is almost the only material 
that we do us; for our instruction work—it 
must be understood tliat it is used as a means 
to a greater end, and not as an end in itself. 
That greater end we shall consider later.

Neither do we go to Sunday School to teach 
children specifically how to be good and do 
good under particular circumstances, although 
we hope that as a result of our work this may 
be accomplished.

Let us grip this essential principle, that all 
true teaching centres not around the material, 
but around the child, and in a very special 
way. In our classes, we are face to face not 
with full grown, mature lives, but with living, 
growing children, who need our help to de­
velop their plastic lives aright.

This is the purpose for which we meet them 
Sunday after Sunday to teach them certain 
truths and train them in certain habits. By 
these means we hope that their personalities, 
their character, their souls may be developed 
in the right direction, so that they may grow 
as the boy Jesus did, "in favor with God.”

In trying to achieve this great end, we make 
almost exclusive use of Bible material because 
it is the best, and, further, we try to present it 
in a way that will aci omplish the end that we 
have in view, the development of a personality 
that is thoroughly Christlike.

Mere Bible knowledge, therefore, is not 
necessarily profitable for the end that we 
have in view. Some agnostics have, we know, 
a very wide acquaintance^with the scriptures. 
So a child may know srôres of Bible facts, 
may even be able 'to recite whole chapters 
and yet the teaching may have been quite 
ineffective. Unless the facts influence the 
life, unless the memoi y verses mould the 
character, of what value are they in the reli­
gious development ?

The supreme pi/rposc for presenting any 
fact, teaching any lesson, learning any memory 
verse, should be to nurture and build up the 
religious life of the child. If it fails in this, it 
fails altogether.

It is very evident, therefore, that you must 
et to know the children whose lives you 
esire to enrich. You need to know', as a 

principal in a public school does before he 
grades a child, just how advanced they arc in 
their religious life, so that you will know 
where to start in.

A child from a home of godly parents may 
have received not a little religious education 
and for his age be well advanced in practical 
Christian living. Another child may be quite 
undeveloped religiously and will need more 
elementary iristruction and training.

This is the problem every teacher faces. 
Living, growing children are depending upon 
his teaching for the guidance that will enable 
them to grow aright. No two of them are 
alike in their needs or in their stage of develop­
ment. Every individual chilli presents a 
separate problem. They are all becoming 
something. What will they become ? Will 
it be worthy Christian citizens or not ? It 
may depend upon you.

Brandon, Man.
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Open Letters to a Suiday School Superin­
tendent

Letter No. III.
Dear Fellow Worker :

As “General Manager” of this Sunday 
School business, resjxmsible to one who looks 
for dividends, just as surely as do share­
holders, it is essential that we get results. 
This is expected of us. Our efficiency is 
evidenced just by this. The results aimed 
at, however, an1 much mare difficult to mea­
sure. It is hard even to estimate them. We 
ore. however, assured of adequate results, if 
we faithfully do our part. There is no gamble 
about it, there is no danger, no (jossibility of 
bankruptcy. If we obey orders from head­
quarters, we are guaranteed success. This is 
mightily encouraging, and s' ould hearten us 
wonderfully.

We superintendents need, I am convinced, 
one quality of mind especially : the ability 
to use others wisely. There is abundant 
latent talent going to waste in most Sunday 
Schools, for lack of being used. Most super­
intendents either do t<*> much of the work, 
and take too much of the resjxtnsibility U|)on 
themselves, or they go to the other extreme 
and it is not done at all. How few of us 
study, plan and work to develop anil use the 
talents of those who form our staff or of the 
older boys and girls.

It is a big man's job to work this out. It 
is a harder job for him than doing it himself, 
but the ultimate results cannot be compared.

Those of us who take the easier course and 
undertake to do more than we should, rather

than direct others in the doing of it, lose a 
magnificent opportunity, the opportunity of 
training others in efficient service. Schools 
controlled by such superintendents tend to 
become one-man Schools. They may ap­
parently flourish under his direction, but when 
he goes, there is a terrible falling away, until 
another leader has developed who can take 
his place.

Our work ought to be so planned that any 
officer might be oalled away for a month or two 
and the School would continue to “carry on" 
just as if he were present. That is the climax 
of good government.

How (IIS'S this idea ap|x>al to you ? To me 
it is vitally important, so important that I 
hardly like to leave it. Think it over and tell 
me frankly if you know of any way in which 
we superintendents can use our opportunities 
more effectively.

Of course, in the working out of such plans 
there is abundant need of that sixth sense, so 
(tailed, namely, "common sense.” Some 
people call it tact. Gisid, sound common 
sense is surely a divine gift and thankful may 
a superintendent be to ixossess it in full mea­
sure. We all have some of it, at least 1 hope 
so, and it is up to us to develop what we have 
by constant use.

Don't you think that the two points I have 
advanced to-day are really worthy of consid­
eration in the interests of our work ? How­
ever, 1 must not be puffed up about them as 
if they were original. But even the old things 
need re-emphasizing now and again.

Yours for service,
A Fellow Superintendent

THE DEPARTMENTS

Teaching Beginners to Pray
liy Mrs. W. J. Jamieson 

I’mbablv the great majority of little chil­
dren in most of our Sunday Schools come from 
so-called Christian homes. In the hearts of 
many of these little ones have been awakened 
feelings of reverence, love and gratitude to 
their heavenly Father. One writer says, “A 
feeling is occasioned by the touch of an im­
pression on the soul." Reverence, love and 
gratitude, then, are hut the natural result of 
the impressions we exjx'ct a child to receive 
in a truly Christian home.

Doubtless these impressions date bark to 
the very earliest momenta when the child’s 
attention is IunI, it mav be, on his mother

kneeling in prayer at his beds'dr and on 
through the months when he is held or quietly 
kneels with the other members of the family, 
while father commits them all to God’s keep­
ing. And what of the genuine expressions of 
gratitude to God that fall naturally from 
father's or mother’s lips in s|x-aking of the 
common, daily mercies or of some special 
token of ( lixi's c ire ? 1 he hymns of praise,
sung in the family circle ? The moments 
when parent and child watch the falling rain, 
the openin; flower, the nesting birds, or wait 
for the curtain of night to fall and the twink­
ling stars to ap[x>ar ? It is in just such wavs 
that, all unconsciously, day by day the child's 
heart is being drawn to love and adore Gixl 
the creator and father of all.
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As soon as the little one is able to under­
stand, it is the mother’s privilege to offer, in 
a few simple words or phrases a prayer, to 
which the child can, in some measure, give 
loving assent. Any form of prayer he may 
be taught, should be so simple and so related 
to his experience, that it is an expression of 
his own feelings and desires. That this is 
possible those who have been privileged to 
share and nurture the prayer life of little chil­
dren, can testify, and we have often been 
constrained to say, “Out of the mouths of 
babes . . thou hast perfected praise."

The next step is in the Sunday School. 
Here the children are taught to p.ay with 
others. “I,” “me” and “my” are changed 
to "we,” “us” and “our.” Whether the 
prayer is offered by the class together or by 
the teacher alone, it should be simple, con­
crete and one the children can understand 
and echo in their hearts. Then teach them 
to make their prayers real by carrying the 
spirit of them into their daily life.

Little children arc easily distracted and 
need the help that comes with the right at­
mosphere and preparation for prayer. Did

The Importance of
By Mrs. C. M

“When 1 was a child, I spake as a child,
1 understood as a child, 1 thought as a child : 
but when I became a man, I put away childish 
things.”

I wonder into how remote comers of our 
memories we teachers have put away childish 
things—not so remote, it is to be hoped, that 
we cannot remember the thoughts and ex- 
IH-riences of our childhood, else we shall make 
poor teachers of little children.

Do you remember how frightened you used 
to be of the dark ? Do you remember how 
your feelings were hurt by your being laugher1 
at, when some one discovered that you used 
to watch the telegraph wires for the bits of 
yellow pa|>er slipping along with messages ? 
"l)o yoo remember how unfair it seemed that 
you had to help make your bed, when the 
little girl across the road did nothing but play? 
Do you remember how you used to go off and 
sob "';th loneliness when mother was away, 
and the aunt who looked after you thought 
you were stubborn and sullen ? Do you re­
member how your imagination used to carry 
you away and you proudly boasted that your 
father was a millionaire ?

If we stop thus to think of our own child­
hood, we shall understand better the world 
of t’. .ittle children with whom we come into 
contact on Sundays ; and it is absolutely 
essential that we do understand their world, 
or rather worlds, for no two children have
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you ever see, yes feel, the atmosphere of 
reverence replace noise, restlessness and in­
attention, through the singing of a hymn 
such as :

“Holy, holy, holy,
Holy is the Lord.
Holy is his dear name,

Holy is his word ?”
If the lesson story, or anything that may 

have been said, hap roused a feeling of grati­
tude for any particular pleasure, as, for in­
stance, the sunshine, the birds or God’s care, 
one little sentence of thanks for that particular 
pleasure will be meaningful and an expression 
of what the children really feel. Often a word 
of explanation before prayer will help the 
children to realize that they are going to speak 
with a definite purpose to their loving Father 
and friend and with the expectation that they 
will receive help to do those things that are 
pleasing in God’s sight.

In conclusion, if we would teach others 
even the Beginners, we ourselves must be 
learners in Christ’s school of prayer.

Simcoe, Ont.

the Child’s World
Hincks, B.A.
worlds just alike. Our dealings with them 
are only effectual in so far as they understand 
us, and respdhd to us ; and they will onlv 
respond if we understand them.

Jesus, the master teacher, knew the world 
of his hearers, whether they were shepherds, 
or fishers, or rich young men, and he used his 
knowledge by drawing his illustrations from 
the experiences and interests of these men. 
Thus his hearers understood him and re­
sponded to him. We should not think of 
going ‘0 teach a foreign people, without first 
carefully studying their customs and ideals ; 
neither should we think of sitting down to 
instruct a group of little children, without 
first seeking to understand their point of view.

The child’s world is almost a foreign world 
to us. His point of view is so fresh and new, 
bîcause there is so much that is unknown to 
h'm. We arc apt to forget his inexperience, 
to expect too much of him, to condemn as 
faults, actions which are most natural. It is 
hard for him to understand why mother wants 
him to be more careful of his clothes on Sun­
day than on Monday ; why he can whistle 
on the street, and not in school ; why his 
questions are encouraged at one moment, 
and stopped abruptly the next ; why he 
should stand up to sing, when he feels like 
sitt ing down ; why he should listen to a story, 
when he wants to see the soldiers parading in 
the park.
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The child lives intensely in the priwent. 

lie docs not pause to think of the results of 
actions, to look ahead as older people do. He 
is more open to suggestion, more ready to 
believe all that he is told, more eager to lie 
active. His griefs and joys arc evanescent, 
but they are very keen while they last. His 
imagination is usually much more vivid than 
uurs ; he is more ready to wonder at things 
and to admire. He has ideals, but often very 
strange ideals, from our point of view.

Now, how are we to know the child’s wo*id, 
how are we to get his i*>int of view ? First, 
as suggested, by harking back to our own 
childhood ; then by getting to know our boys 
and girls in their homes ami in day school ; 
by reading their Iswks —id playing their 
games. What a delight it is at times to sit

back quietly and watch them at their work 
or play, in the schoolroom, in the playgrounds 
and parks, on the street cars, in their homes ! 
How fascinating to study their behavior, to 
wonder what they will do next ; why they do 
such things, things which we shouldn't think 
of doing now, but which perhaps we did long 
ago !

Then, too, we can read books about chil­
dren, and it will be impossible to lay them 
down if we get hold of the right kind,—such 
books of child study as Edith Mumford's 
“Dawn of Character,” or Mrs. Latnoureaux's 
“Unfolding Life :” or such fiction as “Helen’s 
Babies,” or H. G. Wells’ "Joan and Peter.” 
These books will help us to get close to our 
real children.

Toronto

How to Utilize the Love of Sport
By Rev. Willi

A missionary home on furlough from China 
made this remark one day : “My big job in 
China is to teach the Chinese to play .” Here 
was a man whose business was to teach religion 
to the Chinese, making this statement, that to 
make the Christian religion effective, he must 
first teach the jieople ho v to play. No doubt 
his deductions were coi-ect. Play has real 
value in the development of manhood and 
womanhood and the agencies which are 
primarily concerned with the development of 
character, the home, the school, and the 
church, must make large use of it, if they are 
to succeed in their tasks. It is well for the 
Sunday School teacher to recognize what a 
large place play occupies in the lives of his 
pupils, and to seek to bring all his work into 
relation to this God-given instinct.

In the present article, we are concerned wi*h 
the play life of the early teens. What p.ir- 
ticular forms of play does the Intermediate 
pupil enjoy best. If we observe carefully, we 
will notice that most boys of this age are 
breaking away from the interests which 
claimed them at ten or eleven and developing 
an interest in organized games like their older 
brothers. Moreover, they are acquiring con­
siderable ability with hall and bat and hockey 
stick, and arc rapidly gaining in physical 
strength and coordination of muscles which 
makes the young athlete. While they still 
have difficulty in adjusting themselves to 
team play, it is beginning to make a strong 
appeal to them.

It is no accident that the boys’ notion of 
sport undergoes a transition at this period of 
his life. It corresponds to a change tlyt 
takes place in his entire physical and mental 
make-up. The intense individualism of child­
hood is giving way to à consciousness of being

am Scott, B.D.

a member of a group of other boys like him­
self. In the years when the boy changes 
most to the outward eye, an inward change 
of still greater inqxirtnnre is going on, for the 
boy’s mental horizon is rapidly widening, and 
he experiences in a very acute form for the 
first time the inward promptings to set for 
others. Playing in a team is the mutual ex­
pression in his play life of his advancing out­
look upon life. Subordinating his individual 
aims to the common purjiose of the team, he 
learns in a concrete way, the great lesson of 
life, that self-fulfilment is found only in self- 
effacement.

Group and team games teach the boy not 
only to realize himself as a member of a group 
but also to emulate many qualities of char­
acter, which are most valuable, such as cour­
age, promptness, obedience, initiative, keeping 
one’s temper, honesty and jieraeverance. The 
religion of Christ, with its challenge to do 
hard things for the great captain, with its 
high moral ideals and its appeal to sacrifice 
oneself in worth-while tasks for God and the 
race, is exactly fitted to meet and satisfy the 
expanding ideals of early adolescence. As 
the l»oy gradually approaches manhood, he 
can he shown that the highest attainments of 
manly character are intimately associated 
with Christ who stands at the head of the 
human race.

Remembering always that a large percen­
tage of a boy’s interests at this period are 
physical, what arc some of the definite things 
that a practical and sympathetic teacher may 
do to win the boys of his class ? The follow­
ing are a few methods that have been tried :

1. A roid-week meeting every week in which 
group games or other group contests shall 
have a prominent place. It is of advantage
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to have these meetings frequently at the home 
of the teacher for the sociability of the home 
promotes good fellowship and understanding 
between teacher and scholar. It is, more­
over, easy and natural in such an environment 
to s[x>ak earnestly about Christian ideals.

2. The teaching itself should be carefully 
related to the interests of this period. It is 
easier for adults to talk above the heads of 
pupils of this age than directly to them. 
Biblical biography should be largely used to 
impress u|>on the pupils the Christian ideals 
of right living, and also material outside the 
Bible showing how the spirit of Christ has 
manifested itself in all ages in the lives of men 
of courage, vision, consecration and action, 
may be used.

3. A Sports’ Day for the Sunday School or 
a group of Sunday Schools.

4. Inter-Sunday School league Games.
5. An Aquatic Meet in July.
6. A Training Camp in summer for a week 

or ten days. There is nothing that the boys 
will like better than to go camping with their 
teacher and nothing that will assist the 
teacher more to an understanding of each 
individual in his class. With a good pro­
gramme of supervised sport each day and 
classes and sing songs in the evenings, a strong 
impetus can be given to the desire for clem, 
manly sport, and the vision of an unsullied, 
courageous life can readily be impressed upon 
the boys' wakening minds.

Moose Jaw, Sask.

The Older Boy and His Religious Needs
By Rev. C. A. Myers, M.A.

III. The Bunch

“The gang instinct itself is almost a cry of 
the soul to be influenced.”—G. Stanley Hall.

Just as it is impossible to deal with any one 
phase of a boy's life, physical, intellectual, 
religious or social without also considering 
every other phase, so it is impossible to deal 
with any one boy without also taking into 
consideration the bunch of boys to which he 
Ix-longs. For we may take it for granted that 
if he is a normal boy tie belongs to some bunch.

During the first ten or twelve years of his 
life, the boy is content with his playrfiates and 
his individual chums, but along about the 
beginning of the teens, as every observer of 
boys knows, the so-called gang instinct begins 
to show its presence, just as a few years later 
the sex instinct also begins to assert itself.

The gang ir >tinct is, of course, just the social 
nature of the boy beginning to manifest itself. 
Uittierto he has be<‘n largely individualistic, 
but now he is coming to know himself ns a 
member of society,—tiis society to be sure, 
that is, the boys of his bunch, his peers in his 
social world. This is not something to be 
deplored, but rather something to be en­
couraged ; for, if the boy is to take his place 
as a good citizen of the state and an efficient 
member of the kingdom of God when he be­
comes a man, he must begin to learn how 
while yet a boy.

This desire on the boy’s part for social inter­
course with others and the companion desire, 
to be considered later, of helping others 
through service, and, if need be, sacrifice, are 
natural and God-given impulses, which must 
at all hazards be encouraged.

If proper provision is not made for this 
necessary “group contact,” which every hoy

boy will find it for himself, and too often a

bad gang takes the place of what might have 
been a gtxxl gang of Christian boys in the 
Sunday School under right leadership, living 
out a part of their normal lives together, and, 
as a group, by work and play, studies and 
activities, preparing themselv s for citizenship 
in a larger group in state and church later on.

We must no longer be content with posting 
black lists of places our young people cannot 
go and things they cannot do, but rather make 
plans for places they may go, service they can 
render and people they stiould meet for the 
development of their characters through social 
intercourse and service.

Perhaps no greater movement has ever come 
to the church than that now being promoted 
to take advantage of this creative social in­
stinct through organized groups of older boys 
in the Sunday Schtxil. No other organization 
is needed than the church's own organization, 
the Sunday School class. This is the natural 
group. All that is necessary is to organize it, 
to make it democratic, and self-governing, so 
that it will be the boys’ veiy own, to give it 
strong adult leadership, 'so that it will be 
guided into right channels, and provide for it 
a worthy programme of all round development 
through studies and activities such as is out­
lined in the Can'-dian Stand rd Efficiency 
Training.

An organized class of this sort should have 
an appropriate name, motto, emblem, colors, 
etc., to assist in developing loyalty and class 
spirit. If ixissible, the membership should 
be limited both in numbers and scope. Tlie 
small group (7 to 12 members), especially for 
early and middle teens is best, and the scope 
should not exceed 3 years in each class. Ages 
12 to 14, 15-17 and 18 up work best together.

Toronto
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The spare in this department is at the disposal of the General Assembly's Hoard of Sabbath 
Sehools and Young People's Societies, of which Rev. J .C. Robertson, D.D., and Rer. C. A. Myers, 
M.A., Confederation Life Ruilding, Toronto, are the Secretaries, and is devoted to the plans, 
policies and work of the Hoard.

The Religious Education Council of Canada
The first regular meeting of the Religious 

Education Council of Canada was held in 
Toronto, January 17, 18, with about 50 mem­
bers present, repre- _____________________
scnting every Pro­
vince in Canada.
The purpose of this 
new organization 
can best be stated 
briefly by quoting 
the first resolution 
of the Council it­
self :

“ While recogniz­
ing the right and 
res|)onsibility of 
each denomination 
or Association, 
through its own 
properly constitut­
ed authorities, to 
direct its own work 
of religious educa­
tion, yet believing 
that much of this 
work is common to 
all, we, representing 
the Boards, Com­
mittees or Commis­
sions which have 
the supervision of 
Religious Educat ion 
in Canada for the 
following units, 
namely, the Angli­
can, Baptist, Meth- 
dist and Presbyter­
ian churches and t he 
Canadian Council of 
Provincial Sunday 
School Associations, 
for the sake of great­
er eff 'iency, econo­
my, and Christian 
fellowship, organize 
ourselves as the Re­
ligious Education 
Council of Canada 
with the object of advancing the work of Re­
ligious Education by cooperating in matters 
common to all.”

Home Reading Circle
The Board of Sabbath Schools and Young People's 

Societies recommends the forming of a Home Reading 
Circle in every congregation, under the superviaion of 
the Session, or Home Department, or Adult Class, or 
similar organisation, and suggests the following list of 
books, which may be obtained through local book­
stores; or from Prebrïterian Publications, Toronto, 
at the prices indicated :

(Rev. C. E. Jefferson).
Religious Eoucation in the Familt 

(Dr. Henry F. Cope).
Child Natube and Child Nurture. . 

(Professor E. P. St. John).
Beceoninos from Little Hands........

(Patterson DuBoia).
A Studt or the Child Nature.........

(Elisabeth Harrison).
How to Tell Stories to Children 

(Sara Cone Bryant).
The Dawn or Religion in the Mind

or the Child...............................
(Edith E. R. Mumford).

The Bot Problem in the Home 
(Dr. W. B. Forbush).

(Margaret Slattery).
The Children's Guide to Christ and

the I-ord'n Suffer........................ 0 10 postpaid
(Rev. Robert Pogue).

11 00
Postage

6c.

.1 25.. 10c.

.0 60. . 5c.

0 85.. 6c.

.1 10. 8c.

.1 10.. 6c.

0 50 . 4c.

.1 00 8c.

.1 00 . 8c.

Desiring to fit myself belter for my task, I hereby 
enroll as a member of the Home Reading Circle of
............................................-..............................Church,
for promotion of the reading of books dealing with 
questions of homes in which there are growing children,
and ! undertake to read at least ................................
of the above books during the nest year.

NAME..........................................................................

DATE........................................

It was also unanimoutdy agreed that any 
other denominations desiring to do so have 
the right to appoint representatives and thus 
at any time to become members of this
_____ ______________ Council.

Two additicnal 
resolutions also ap­
proved unanimous­
ly are of special im- 
|>ortanee to all Sun­
day School workers :

I. That each Pro- 
vineial Sunday 
School Association 
and Provincial Sun­
day Schfxil Federa­
tion, with such 
modifient ions in its 
constitution as may 
lie necessary, be re­
cognized as a Pro- 
vineial Religious 
Education Council, 
and as the organiz­
ation through which 
the common promo­
tion work of all de­
nominations desir­
ing to do so would be 
carried on in the re­
spective Provinces.

2. That provision 
be made in the con­
stitution of each 
Provincial Religious 
Education Council, 
so that on its gov­
erning body there 
shall be representa­
tives officially ap­
pointed by any de­
nominations desir­
ing to do so and also 
representatives ap­
pointed by a Pro­
vincial Convention 
representing all the 
Sunday Schools of 

' ' the Province.
It is confidently exacted that the Religious 

Educat ion Council of Canada and of each of 
its various Provinces will ultimately be one
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of the great factors in unifying and in securing 
larger interest in this work which its import­
ance demands.

A Home Reading Circle
S|>eoial attention has been given by the 

Board during the past year to the question of 
religious nurture in the home, and to the
value of certain ----------------------•--------
suggested plans for 
helping the home in 
this work. One of 
the plans is made 
clear in a little card 
which has lx en prv
pared and a repro­
duction of which 
appears here. Any 
one willing to help 
by a practical test­
ing of the value of 
this plan can have 
sufficient copies of 
this card on appli­
cation to the office 
of the Board.

A Prayer
O Lord our Father who hast formed man 

in thine own image and who hast made the 
home to receive Thy children, we look to 
Thee for help to train up in the way they 
should go those whom Thou hast placed 
under our care.

For their sakes may we sanctify ourselves.
Grant us through Thy Spirit that humility 

which will make Thee great in their eyes.
May we have the wisdom which will enable 

us to live right lives before them.

Further plans of the Board will be taken up 
in succeeding numbers of Teachers 
Monthly.

The Teacher
The following examination pa|>er was one 

of those used by the Board during 1918. 
Would it not be well worth while for every 

Sunday School 
teacher to be able 
to answer these and 
any similar ques­
tions on this sub­
ject ? A careful 
study of the pre­
scribed textbook 
will make this easily 
possible. Full in­
formation may be 
had at any time on 
application.

The Annual Meet­
ing of the Board
The Annual 

Meeting this year, 
on January 15, 10, 
was the best in at­
tendance, in interest 
and in work done of 
any yet held. Six 
busy sessions were 
required to com­
plete the work, 
which was all plan­
ned along the line 
of the Forward 
Movement.

During next sum­
mer, very special 
attention will be 
given to the carry­
ing on of Extension 
M urk, with the aim 
of establishing
many new Sunday -------------------------------
Schools and strengthening many more which 
are weak and struggling.

In the early autumn, the plans under con­
sideration during the entire past year for 
helping the home to do its work of religious 
instruction more effectively will be presented 
and vigorously promoted. '

For the following year, it has been decided 
to make a careful study of the question of 
religious instruction and the public school.

Give us strength that we may with joy 
bear life’s burdens and overcome tempta­
tion.

EXAMINATION 
PAPER

New Standard 
Teacher Training 

Course

The Teacher 
(One hour and a 

half)
1. Discuss fully 

this statement : 
“The teacher should 
choose an aim for 
the teaching of the 
lesson.”

2. Why must the 
teacher enlist the 
activity of the pu­
pil ? How may this 
be done for (a) Be­
ginners, (b) Prima­
ry, (c) Junior pu­
pils ?

3. State and ex­
plain five general 
principles which ap­
ply to all illustra­
tions used in teach­
ing.

4. What is the value of the story in teach­
ing ? Indicate the chief ways in which 
stories may be effectively used.
- 5. What are the functions of the examina­
tion ? Should there be written examinations 
in the Sunday School ? Why ?

6. Should the teacher state the practical 
conclusion of the lesson and make the applica­
tion for the pupils, or should the pupils do 
this for themselves ? Answer fully.

Let us have the patience which Thou 
bearest toward us.

But chiefly, O God, impart unto us Thy* 
Spirit of love that we may daily tell our 
little ones of Thee, and show forth the 
beauty of the Christ life.

May we rejoice in this our privilege of 
being co-workers with Thee in the fulfilment 
of Thy purpose in these young lives, that 
Christ may be ‘ormed in them.

O God our loving Father bestow upon us 
every needed grace that we may so nurture 
our children in the discipline and admonition 
of the Lord, that they may increase in wis­
dom and stature and in favor with God and 
man.

All this we ask in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord and Saviour. Amen.
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RESULTS OF TEACHER TRAINING EXAMINATIONS

December, 1918

I. New Standard Teacher Training Course

Arthur, Ont.—Rpv. Will. J. Taylor, Minister. The Pupil : Ida Yeomans, Hasel Howes, Christena Johnston, 
Mrs. R. Rutherford, Mrs. Mary A. Taylor.

Ventnor, Ont.—Rev. A. W. Drysdale, Minister. The Teacher : Mrs. Wallace Davidson, Lola A. McKee, 
Margaret Gillespie, Art M. Gillespie, Grace Burnie, Elizabeth Johnston, Bertha Lockerbie.

Lougheetl, Alta. —Rev. W. Eakin, Minister. The Teaching Values of the Old Testament : Rev. W. Eakin.
N.B.—Those interested in the work of Teacher Training should take notice that a new Course has 

been arranged, with new textbooks. It is strongly recommended that all beginners should take up 
the new Course, rather than the Courses formerly recommended ; and that those who have covered 
part of the old Courses should transfer to the new. Arrangements have been made, however, to fur­
nish examinations on the old Course for all who wish to complete it, and to give ample credit for work 
done on the old Course to those transferring to the new. Leaflet giving full information in regard to 
the new Course may be obtained by writing the General Secretary, Rev. J. C. Robertson, D.D., Con­
federation Life Building, Toronto.

A WORD FROM THE BUSINESS MANAGER
A MEMENTO OF THE GREAT WAR
Every Sunday School, every Young People’s 

Society or Club, every congregation will want 
to present a Memento to the “boys” who 
have been in the Army, overseas or on this 
side, when they come back to their homes. 
Our returned Chaplains tell us that the 
“boys” have kept a very warm spot in their 
hearts for the home Church and it remains 
for the Church fittingly to recognize them, 
not alone for the sacrifices they have made, 
but for their loyalty to the Church which 
they love.

Our Memento or the Great War, for 
presentation to the men who have been in the 
Canadian Forces, is a beautiful four-page 
folder, 8J4 x 101A inches (when folded) with 
rich and appropriate full page design, embody­
ing a figure of Victory and the Allied flags, 
splendidly reproduced in full colors on heavy, 
high grade antique stock. There is space for 
the name of the recipient, the Church or So­
ciety making the presentation, the represent­
ative who signs on its behalf, and the date. 
The wording is as follows :

“In Recognition or Service in the 
Maintenance or Right and the 
Defence or Liberty and in the 
Cause or Lasting Peace.”

Each is enclosed in an envelope ready for 
presentation.

At some time or other every Church will 
hold a reception to its gallant “boys.” No 
more fitting time can be imagined for pre­
senting a Memento than at such a gathering. 
The “boys” who have been overseas will not 
readily forget the “eats,” etc., which they 
have received from home friends from time to 
time, but after all these are but memories and 
the one thing which will always remind them 
of the appreciation of those who were left be­
hind is a Memento such as we have pre­
pared.

Order a copy for each of your members who 
has served in the Forces. The price, in en­
velope ready for presentation, is 50c. post­
paid. In lots of 10 to 49, less 5% ; 50 or more, 
less 10%. Send to-day to Presbyterian 
Publications, Church and Gerrard Streets, 
Toronto.

OUR LIST OF PERIODICALS
ILLUSTRATED PAPERS

3A8T AND WEST (Weekly). 75c. per year. Two 
or mure to one address, 60c. per year, 15c. per quar­
ter. (May begin with any date.)

THE KING’S OWN (Weekly). 40c. per year. Five 
or more to one address, 36c. per year, 9c. per quarter. 
(May begin with any month.)

JEWELS. 30c. per year. Five or more to one ad­
dress, 25c. per year, 7c. per quarter. (May begin 
with any month.)
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MISSIONARY INSTRUCTION

8SON ON MISSIONS. A 4 pi*e n 
ra of Uniform and Departmental G 
whole School and Bible Classes. L

THE LESSON ON MISSIONS, 
teachers <
sons- ______
3c. a quarter.

monthly for 
traded Lee- 
10c. a year,

UNIFORM SERIES

TEACHERS MONTHLY. 70c. per year, 18c. per 
quarter. 2 or more to one address, 64c. per year, 
16c. per quarter.

PATHFINDER. (A monthly Bible Class and Y.P.8. 
Magasine), 50c. per year, 13c. per qua; 1er. 2 or 
more to one address, 44c. per year, 11c. per quarter.

HOME uTUDY QUARTERLY. 5 or more to one 
address, 20c. per year, 5c. per quarter.

INTERMEDIATE QUARTERLY. 5 or more to one 
address, 20c. per year, 5c. per quarter.

JUNIOR QUARTERLY. 5 or more to one address, 
20c. per year, 5c. per quarter. (Begins Jan., 1919.)

PRIMARY QUARTERLY. 5 or more to one ad­
dress, 20c. per year, 5c. per quarter.

HOME STUDY LEAFLET. 5 or more to one ad­
dress, 9c. per year, 2*c. per quarter.

INTERMEDIATE LEAFLET. 5 or more to one ad­
dress, 9c. per year, 2*c. per quarter.

JUNIOR LEAFLET. 5 or more to one address, 9c. 
per year, 2*0. per quarter. (Begins Jan., 1919.)

PRIMARY LEAFLET. 5 or more to one.address, 9c. 
per year, 2*c. per quarter.

COLORED LESSON PICTURE ROLL, 13.50 each 
per year, $1.00 each per quarter. (Includes American 
postage.)

COLORED LESSON PICTURE CARDS (Corre­
sponding to Roll), 14o. each per year, 3|o. each per 
quarter. (Includes American postage.)

DEPARTMENTAL GRADED SERIES

BEGINNERS DEPARTMENT
FOR THE TEACHER :

Beginner* Teacher'* Quarterly. 60o. per year.

•3.25 per y< 
' eluded).

■ear, 82c.
15c. per quarter.
BEGINNERS PiCTUEE ROLL. ____

per quarter (American postage inch
FOR THE SCHOLAR :

Beginners Bible Stories. 24c. per year, 6c. per 
quarter.

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT
FOR THE TEACHER :

Primary Teacher's Quarterly. 60c. per year, 
15c. per quarter.

Primary Picture Roll. 13.25 per year, 82c. per 
quarter (American postage included).

FOR THE SCHOLAR !
Primary Bible Lessons. 24c. per year, 6c per 

quarter.
Primary Hand Work (13 sheets per quarter in 

envelope.) 40c. per year, 10c. per quarter.

JUNIOR DEPARTMENT
FOR THE TEACHER :

Junior Tbachbb’s Quarterly, 60c. per year, 15c. 
per quarter.

FOR THE SCHOLAR :
Junior Work and Study Lessons. 40c. per year, 

10c. per quarter.

INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT
Intermediate Teacher's Quarterly (For teachers 

of 12, l^and 14 year old scholars), 60c. per year, 15c. 
per quarter.

Intermediate Scholar's Quarterly (For 12, 13 and 
14 year old scholars), 50c. per year, 12*c. per quarter.

SENIOR DEPARTMENT
Senior Teacher’s Quarterly (For teachers of 15, 16, 

17 year old scholars), 60c. per year, 15c. per quarter
Senior Scholar’s Quarterly (For 15, 16, 17 year old 

scholars), 50c. per year, 12*c. per quarter.

YOUNG PEOPLE’S ELECTIVES 
(Ages 18 and upward)

I. History and Literature or the Hebrew People .
II. kliSTORY and Literature or New Testament 

Times.
III. The Bible and Social Living.

(Each Course covers a year and is issued in four 
Quarterly Parts, and embraces a Manual for the teach­
er or Leader, and Text Book for the Members of the 
Class.)
Teacher’s Manual (any one of the Course), 60c. one 

year, 15c. each Quarterly Part.
Student’s Text Book (any one of the Courses), 50c. 

one year, 12|c. each Quarterly Part.

Lesson Calendar : First Quarter
January 5.............Pharaoh Oppresses Israel. Ex. 1 : 8-14 ; 2 : 1-8.
January 12.............Moses the Leader of Israel. Ex. 3 :1-12.
January 19.............The Passover. Ex. 12 :1-14.
January 26.............Israel Crossing the Red Sea. Ex. 14 :21 to 15 :2.
February 2.............The Giving of the Manna. Ex. 16 :11-18, 31-35.
February 6.............Jethro's Counsel. Ex. 18 :12-26.
February 16.............The Ten Commandments. Ex. 20 :1-17.
February 23.............Moses Praying for Israel. Ex. 32 :7-14.
March 2............. The Report of the Spies. Numbers 14 :1-10.
March 9............. Joshua, Patriot and Leader. Josh. 1 : i-9.
March 16............. The Cities of Refuge. Josh., ch. 20.
March 23..............Israel Warned Against Compromise. Josh. 23 :1-13.
March 30..............Review—God’s Hand in a Nation’s Life. Read Josh. 24 : 14-18.
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•AN ORDER OF SERVICE

I*

I

Opening Exercises
I. Silence.
II. Opening Sentences. Psalm 24 :3-5.
Superintendent. Who shall ascend into the

hill of the Lord ? or who shall stand in his 
holy place ?

School. He that hath clean hands and a 
pure heart ; who hath not lifted up his soul 
unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.

Superintendent. He shall receive the bless­
ing from the Lore, and righteousness from the 
God of his salvation.

III. Singing. Hymn 360, (315), Book of 
Praise.

God reveals His presence—
Let us now adore Him,

And with awe appear before Him.
God is in His temple—

All within keep silence,
Prostrate lie with deepest reverence.

Him alone 
God we own,

Him our God and Saviour :
Praise His name forever.

IV. The Lord’s Prater. All stand and 
repeat together.

V. Singing. Hymn 484, (694), Book of 
Praise.

VI. Prater.
VII. Singing. Hymn 111, (272), Book of 

Pra se.
Our blest Redeemer ere He breathed 

His tender, last farewell,
A Guide, a Comforter, bequeathed 

With us to dwell.
VIII. Read Rebponsivelt. See Special 

Scripture Reading in the Teachers Month- 
lt, in connection with each lesson.

IX. Singing. Psalm or Hymn selected. 
(This selection should usually be one adopted 
specially to the little children.)

X. Reading of Lesson Passage.
XI. Singing. Psalm or Hymn selected.

Class Envelope, or Class and Report En­
velope. The Class Treasurer may collect 
and count the money.

Class Work

III. Recitation. 1. Scripture Memory 
Passages. 2. Catechism. 3. The Lesson 
on Missions. 4. Memory Hymn.

IV. Lesson Studt.

Closing Exercises
I. Singing. Hymn 304, (781), Book of 

Praise.
Brightly gleams our banner, 

Pointing to the sky, 
Waving on Christ’s soldiers 

To their home on high. 
Marching through the desert, 

Gladly thus we pray,
Still ivith hearts united 

Singing on our way.

Brightly gleams our banner, 
Pointing to the sky, 

Waving on Christ's soldiers 
To their home on high.

II. Review from Superintendent's 
Desk ; which, along with the Blackboard 
Review, may include one or more of the fol­
lowing items : Recitation in concert of Verses 
Memorized, Catechism, Memory Hymn, 
Lesson Title and Golden Text. The Lesson 
on Missions may also be taken up, if this 
has not been done in the class. In any case, 
the Lantern Slide on Mi&sions suggested for 
each Sunday may be shown.

III. Responsive Sentences. Matt. 7:21,
24.

(Let this be entirely undisturbed by Secretary’s or 
Librarian’s distribution or otherwise.)

Superintendent. Not every one that saith 
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven ; but he that doeth the 
will of my Father which is in heaven.

School. Therefore whosoever heareth these 
sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken 
him unto a wise man, which built his house 
upon a rock.

I. Roll Call, by teacher, or Class Secre­
tary.

II. Offering ; which may be taken in a

IV. Singing. 
Praise.

Hymn 493, (607), Book of

V. Benediction.

• The numbers ol the Praise Selections in brackets are those of the new Book of Praise.
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Lesson IX.
Nutnbers 14 :1-10. Study Numbers 13 :1 to 14 :38. Scripture Memory Verses.

GOLDEN TEXT—This is the victory that hath overcome the world, even our faith.—1 John 6 : 4 (Rev.
Ver.).

6 And Josh'ua the son of Nun, and Ca'leb the son of 
Jephun'neh, which were of them that searched the land, 
rent their clothes :

7 And they spake unto all the company of the chil­
dren of Is'rael, saying, The land, which we passed 
through to search it, is an exceeding good land.

8 If the Loan delight in us, then he will bring us into 
this land, and give it us ; a land which floweth with 
milk and honey.

9 Only rebel not ye against the Lord, neither fear 
ye the people of the land ; for they are bread for us : 
their defence is departed from them, and the Lord is 
with us : fear them not.

10 But all the congregation bade stone them with 
stones. And the glory of the Lord appeared in the 
tabernacle of the congregation before all the children 
of Is'rael.

1 And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and 
cried ; and the people wept that night.

2 And all the children of Is'rael murmured against 
Mo'ses and against Aa'ron : and the whole congrega­
tion said unto them, Would God that we had died in the 
land of E'gypt ! or would God we had died in this 
wilderness !

3 And wherefore hath the Lord brought us unto this 
land, to fall by the sword, that our wives and our chil­
dren should be a prey ? were it not better for us to 
return into E'gypt ?

4 And they said one to another, Let us make a cap­
tain, and let us return into E'gypt.

5 Then Mo'ses and Aa'ron fell on their faces before 
all the assembly of the c mgregation of the children of

THE LESSON PLAN
I. A Cowardly Panic, 1-5.

II. A Brave Protest, 6-10.

HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS
M.—The spies sent out, Num. 13 : 17-25. T.—The 

report of the spies, Num. 13 : 26-33. W.—Why Israel 
failed, Num. 14 : 1-10. Th.—Shut out by unbelief, 
Heb. 4 : 1-7. F.—Our refuge and strength, Ps. 46. 
8.—Victory through faith, 1 John 5 : 1-12. 8.—More 
than conquerors, Rom. 8 : 31-39.

Primary Catechism—Ques 17. What are God's 
works t A. The world and everything in it, the sun, 
the moon, and the stars.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 48. What are we spe­
cially taught by these words [before me] in the first com- 
uandment t A. These words [before me] in the first

commandment teach us, That God, who seeth all 
things, taketh notice of, and is much displeased with, 
the sin of having any other God.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise : 116, 262, 246, 
273, 583, 2.50.

Special Scripture Heading—Rom. 8: 31-39. (To 
be read responsively oi in concert by the whole School.) 
It is expected that each scholar will have his or her 
Bible, and so be prepared to take part in this reading, 
which may form part of the opening exercises of the 
School.

Lantern Slide—For Lesson, B. 256, The Return of 
the SpiesXi (Slides are obtained from the Presbyterian

Slides are colored to order.)

THE LESSON EXPLAINED 
By Rev. J. M. Duncan, D.D.

Time and Place—About B.C. 1220 : Ka­
desh-bamea on the southern boundary of 
Palestine.

Connecting Links—The Lesson is taken 
from the Book of Numbers, so designated 
from the two numberings of the people in chs.
1 and 26. After nearly a year spent at Sinai, 
the Israelites set out on their march to the 
Promised Land. In the lesson we find them 
at Kadesh-bamea, 160 or 170 miles from 
Sinai. In Deut. 1 :2, the distance is said to 
be an eleven days’ journey. The Israelites, 
however, were about two months on th<- way, 
from the middle of May (see ch. 10 : ,1, “the 
twentieth day of the second month”) to the 
middle of July, “the time of the firstripe 
grapes,” ch. 13 :20. By way of Kadesh-

bamea was the nearest and easiest way of 
entering Palestine.

From Kadesh, Moses, at the suggestion of 
the people (Deut. 1 : 22) and with the divine 
approval, sent twelve men, one from each 
tribe, “to spy out the land," with a view of 
discovering : (1) the advantages of the coun­
try ; (2) the opposition likely to be met with 
in taking possession of it} (3) the best route 
for entering it ;. (4) the preparations it was 
necessary to make. After an absence of 40 
days the spies returned and made their report. 
Ten of them, while bearing testimony to the 
fertility and beauty of the country, declared 
that its inhabitants were so powerful and 
warlike, that the Israelites could never take 
the territory from them. Two of them, on 
the other hand, stoutly affirmed that Israel
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was well able to overcome the dwellers in 
Palestine and take possession of the land. 
Ch. 13.
I. A Cowardly Panic, 1-5.

V. 1. All the congregation; a title for the 
people of Israel, indicating that they were 
under the rule and protection of God and 
therefore should not have been terrified before 
any foe. Lifted up their voice .. cried .. wept ; 
in utter dismay at the report brought back 
by the ten spies. Ch. 13 :33 draws a terrify­
ing picture of “the sons of Anak,” literally, 
“the sons of neck,” the "long-necked people,” 
a description of the nations of the Negeb or 
southland of Palestine, who were very tall 
and lanky. The ten spies had said that before 
their fierce enemies the people of Israel would 
be “as grasshoppers," that is, utterly insig­
nificant and helpless. That night. The dark­
ness fell and the dawn rose upon a weeping 
camp.

V. 2. Murmured against Moses and . . 
Aaron ; and, in doing so, murmured against 
God, who hail spoken to them through these 
servants of his. Faith in God, for the Israel­
ites, was faith in Moses, and when they began 
to doubt the authority and power of Moses, 
it was the same as doubting God himself. So 
in our day, doubt of the Bible, the book in 
which God has spoken to us, is practically 
doubt of God. Would .. that we had died in 
. . Egypt (“God” does not form part of the 
Hebrew expression). They had quickly for­
gotten the hard labor and cruel oppression 
from which they had been delivered. In 
the wilderness ; the counsel of despair ; they 
were completely hopeless of being able to 
overcome the foes who had been described to 
them and whom their imagination had pic­
tured as so much more terrible than they 
really were.

Vs. 3-5. Wherefore hath the Lord, etc. In 
Deut. 1 :27, Moses represents the people as 
going so far as to say that it was because the 
Lord hated them that he had brought them 
out of Egypt. Our wives and .. little ones . . 
a prey (Rev. Ver.) ; to the terrible dwellers 
in Palestine. Better .. to return into Egypt. 
Faith in their divine leader gone, they were 
afraid to go forward. Let us make a captain ; 
as if Moses, their divinely appointed leader, 
had not brought them across the Red Sea

and guided them in safety through the wilder­
ness. Return into Egypt ; confessing them­
selves failures when they might have gone 
forward to assured success. Moses and Aaron; 
the leaders of the people. Fell on their faces ; 
beseeching the people not to turn aside from 
their confidence in God.
II. A Brave Protest, 6-10.

V. 6. Joshua the son of Nun. Joshua’s 
name probably means, “Jehovah is salva­
tion.” He had commanded the Israelitish 
army in battle with Amalek (Ex. 17 :8-16) 
and acted as Moses’ attendant, Ex. 32 :17, 
18 ; 33 :11. Caleb the son of Jephunneh ; a 
representative amongst the spies of the tribe 
of Judah (ch. 14 :6) who had joined Joshua 
in advocating an immediate attack upon 
Palestine. For the promise given to him as 
the reward of his faith and fidelity (see v. 24), 
and for the fulfilment (see Josh. 14 :0-15). 
Of them that searched the land ; of the company 
of the twelve spies. It may be that this band 
was divided into three parts, one to explore 
the south, another the centre and a third the 
north.

Vs. 7, 8. An exceeding good land. For t, e 
description of its fertility see vs. 23, 24, 27, 
and for the denial of this, see vs. 32, 33. “We 
can easily understand how those who looked 
for smiling valleys and fruitful fields would 
find them, while others saw only the diffi­
culties and dangers that would have to be 
faced.” If the Lord delight in us ; if we act in 
such a way as to please him. He will bring 
us into this land ; and no enemy, however 
fierce and powerful, will be able to stand 
against him. Flomth with milk and honey ; a 
description of Palestine as abounding in the 
necessities and delicacies of life.

Vs. 9, 10. Only rebel not ye. Those who' 
would enjoy God's protection and care must 
ob;y his bidding. Neither fear ye. The fear 
of God drives out every other fear. Bread 
for us. We shall be able to swallow them up, 
annihilate them. Their defence ; literally, 
“shadow," a protection against the hot East­
ern sun. Here the defence or protection of 
the Canaanites is most probably the native 
deities. Is departed. Their power is at an 
end. The Lord is with its : fear them not. 
“The passage means that the gods in whom 
the Canaanites trust will be powerless against
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Jehovah, the God of Israel." Bade stone 
them ; Joshua and Caleb, and perhaps Moses 
and Aaron. The glory of the Lord ; the 
visible manifestation of his presence in the 
form of fire. Compare Ex. 24 : 16 ; 40 :34, 
etc. “The ‘Glory’ came to be considered 
almost as a representation of God, and was 
known as the Shekinah, ‘that which dwells 
among men.’”

The Lord threatened to destroy Israel. 
Moses, by his intercession, obtained their 
pardon, but the present generation, with the 
exception of Caleb and Joshua, were not al­
lowed to enter Canaan. All the people, nave 
these two, were condemned to wander for 40 
years and die in the desert. The spies who 
brought an evil report died by a plague. Vs. 
15-38.

Light from the East
By B«t. Professor B. Davidson, D.D., Toronto
Italy and Turkey were at war when I 

traveled in Palestine, and I was frequently 
taken for an Italian spy. The least embar-
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rnssing incident happened on June 18th, 1912. 
I had come across Mount Carmel to the spot 
where tradition says Elijah slew the priests of 
Baal. In all that plain which stretches east 
nearly 20 miles, there is scarcely a village, but 
everywhere signs of human life. Fields of 
wheat and barley had just been harvested, 
the threshing floors were full and beside me 
stood a solitary tent, perhaps for the Turkish 
tax-collector who would stay on the spot till 
the eighth of the produce of the land was paid 
over. Here and there you come across a 
group of Bedouin tents,—they were there as 
in the days of Gideon—and many flocks of 
sheep and goats and herds of black cattle. 
An hour up from the Priest’s Mound, I saw a 
dozen dark brown tents on one side and a 
garden and orchard on the other. Among 
the fig trees and pomegranates some boys 
were hidden and they began to sing out : “O 
you Italian, you son of a dog I who told you 
to come down to war ? O you Italian, you 
son of a dog ! who told you to shoot with 
powder ?” and more of the same.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

Pa ra

Eshcol—The exact site has not been iden­
tified, but the country round Hebron, where 
the valley undoubtedly was, is still famous 
for its grapes, and a considerable part of the 
traffic is in wine. Single clusters are still 
produced in Palestine that weigh ten and 
twelve pounds, and the individual grapes are 
often like plums. Kitto mentions a cluster 
which grew on a Syrian vine at Welbeck, 
which weighed nineteen pounds and was car­
ried twenty miles in the same manner as the 
one in the text, to keep it from being crushed 
or injured. The largest bunch of black grapes 
on this continent, whose weight is on record, 
weighed twenty-three pounds and a half, 
and was twenty-four inches long and twenty- 
two inches across.

Kadesh—The centre of Israel’s wandering 
for thirty-eight years has been finally iden­
tified with'Ain Kadis (“Holy Well”), about 
fifty miles south of Beersheba. At the base 
of a lofty, ragged spur of limestone, supposed 
to be the rock which gave forth its water 
when smitten by Moses’ rod (Num. 20 : 8), a 
great spring empties its waters into a large 
well or reservoir built round with masonry,
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and then into a smaller one, and then it flows sand of the desert. This has been an im- 
down the valley, making a spot of great fer- portant watering place of the desert tribes 
tility, until the water loses itself among the from time immemorial.

THE LESSON APPLIED
By Rev. Professor J. M. Millar, D.D., Edmonton, Alberta

The Israelites fell into a mood of utter 
hopelessness as the result of the depressing 
speeches of the fainthearted spies who mag­
nified the difficulties of taking Canaan. 
Notice the tendency of the crowd to fling the 
blame on their leaders, and not satisfied with 
that, to declare that the Lord had blundered also. 
How prone we are to blame our circumstances 
for our failure, when, as a matter of fact, the 
cause is not in our stars, but in ourselves, 
that we are underlings. We blame the min­
ister if the church is not going well, or the 
minister blames the people for their indiffer­
ence. We blame our political leaders for 
corruption, and yet we can hardly persuade 
ourselves to vote against them. Let us 
examine ourselves more closely and critically.

The root of pessimism is unbelief. The 
Israelites lost their sense of a divine purpose 
in their long campaign. They lost faith in 
their leaders who had proved to be worthy of 
all confidence in the past. They lost faith 
in their Iz>rd. The Allied nations kept a 
stout heart during these four years because 
they had faith in their cause ; they believed 
in one another ; they had faith in the stability 
of the moral universe, and in the reign of God 
on the earth. ‘‘True religion helps a man to 
look facts in the face, and assures him that, 
no matter how terrifying these facts may be, 
all will be well when the long day ends.”

God cannot use those who concede that the 
battle is lost even before it is begun, who play 
the coward and run away from the strife. It 
took a generation to infuse courage into the 
Israelites, but without that element of char­
acter they would be like pulp in the hands of 
the enemy. We are afraid of a host of things, 
and fear always weakens us. We may be 
afraid of a crop failure, afraid of the opposi­
tion of others, afraid of new light on the 
scriptures or a simpler gospel than we have 
been accustomed to cherish,—there is no end 
to our fears. Yet why should we fear ? 
There is nothing to be afraid of. Jesus said,

“Be not afraid of them which kill the body, 
and after that have no more that they can 
do.” And what a host of gallant souls have 
had just this sublime courage in these eventful 
years. It fills one with confidence in the 
future of the world. The nation that has 
done wrong is the only one that need fear for 
the future.

What removes fear from our hearts ? It 
is the sense of right and the presence of God. 
“John Rothermel drove an American am­
bulance into the very mouth of hell, and amid 
the torrent of shell fire knew that God was 
with him, and sang out joyfully and trium­
phantly amid tne crashing thunder of the 
guns, ‘The Lord is the strength of my life ; 
of whom shall I be afraid ?”’
The fight is long, the triumph slow,

Yet shall my soul stand strong and straight ; 
There is a light where’er I go

There is a Splendor where I wait.
One thing the Israelites feared most of all 

—death, vs. 2, 3. Our generation is learning 
to condemn death. Our youth defy it. Dr. 
Hillis says that he met a fine young American 
soldier in France, who confessed to him that 
he had suffered agony through his imagina­
tion. He thought himself crippled, gassed, 
blinded, maimed in horrible fashion. He 
said: “I have died a thousand deaths ; but 
now for the first time I understand. Let me 
think my way through what you have said.” 
Later he met him after he had been under fire 
and the soldier was transformed. He said, 
“I front these dangers of death with a phy­
sical shrinking because one does not like pain ; 
but as to dying and death they are beneath 
my heel.”

Paul’s victorious faith found vent in his 
mighty challenge : “O death, where is thy 
sting ?” For Jesus, too, death was a “going 
unto the Father,” not “the dark,” as Tenny­
son says, but “the Father.”

Think of the task of the Christian Church.
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It is to possess the world for Christ. Many say 
that the project is visionary, and if they do 
not stone the leaders who call for an advance, 
they treat them as empty dreamers, and pass 
on. But these days of war are compelling all 
of us to see that there is only one thing that

can save the world. That is the Christian 
religion, as the editor of the Louisville Courier- 
Journal has said recently. The condition of 
success is that we be filled with courage and 
with the conviction that the Lord’s cause 
cannot fail.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE ADULT DEPARTMENT 
By Rev. M. B. Davidson, M.A., Galt, Ont.

Teachers in the Adult Department should study carefully the scholars' materials in the Home Study Quar­
terly or the Pathfinder.

At the time of our last lesson the children 
of Israel were still at Sinai. Let the teacher 
make use of a map to point out the situation 
of Sinai, its relation to Egypt from which the 
people had journeyed, and its relation to the 
wilderness of Paran which they have reached 
in our lesson to-day. Our lesson is from the 
Book of Numbers. Point out that this title 
comes from the two numberings of the people, 
one near the beginning, and the other toward 
the close of the sojourn in the wilderness. 
(See ch. 1 and ch. 26.) The book covers a 
period of about forty years, and contains the 
record of eight occasions when the people 
murmured or rebelled. Our lesson tells of 
the fourth of these murmurings.

1. The return of the spies, ch. 13 : 27-33. 
While these verses are not part of the passage 
printed for study, they are necessary for an 
understanding of the situation. Why were 
the spies sent out ? Why were there twelve 
chosen ? What had they to report concern­
ing the natural advantages of the land of 
Canaan ? What had they to say about the 
difficulties in the way of a conquest of the 
land ? Call attention to the different tribes 
mentioned by the spies, and use a map to 
illustrate the situation of these tribes,—the 
Canaanites along the sea and in the Jordan 
valley, the Hittites and Jebusites in what was 
afterwards Judea, the Amoritee, or High­
landers, in the mountain country, and the

Amelekites in the south. What was the 
tenor of the report of the majority of the 
spies ? Find out whether the class thinks 
that the spies simply presented the facts of 
the case, or whether they definitely tried to 
influence the people to view the conquest of 

, the land with disfavor.
2. Threats of revolt, ch. 14 : 1-5. Whatever 

the spies intended, what was the result of 
their report upon the people ? Why did they 
blame Moses and Aaron ? Call attention to 
the grounds of their com) iaint. How did the 
people propose to deal with the situation ? 
Get the opinion of the class as to the wisdom 
of this proposal. W’ould they have improved 
their case by returning to Egypt ? Suggest, 
however, that before we blame these people 
of long ago, we stfould do well to think whe­
ther we have not often acted like them, 
exaggerating difficulties and forgetting the 
call of God to face them in the strength he 
promises to impart.

3. Two courageous men, vs. 6-10. Point to 
the encouraging fact that there are nearly al­
ways a few men who have the faith to look 
through and beyond the ( vident difficulties. 
Are majorities always right ? How did the 
future justify the stand of Caleb and Joshua ? 
Call attention to the force of their arguments. 
What facts did they take into consideration 
which the others neglected ? What results 
from forgetting God ?

FOR TEACHERS IN THE SENIOR DEPARTMENT 
By Rev. J. M. Duncan, D.D.

Teachers in the Senior Department should study carefully the scholars' materials in the Home Study Quar­
terly.

Take time to get the situation of Kadesh- 
barnca fixed in the minds of the scholars (see 
Geography Lesson), pointing out the import­
ance of the place as the centre of Israel’s desert

wanderings for thirty-eight years.
Bring out the account of the sending of the 

twelve spies into Canaan, ch. 13 (see Home 
Study Quarterly, Lesson Foreword). In-



154 The Teachers Monthly March a

dicat e that the lesson describes the effect 
produced on the Israelites by the renort 
brought back by these spies. Suggest that 
the lesson presents two pictures : I. A Pic­
ture of Cowardice. 11. A Picture or Cour­
age. These may be taken up in succession.

I. A Picture or Cowardice, vs. 1-6. 
The features of the picture to bring out are :

1. The weeping multitude, v. 1. What 
made them weep ? They responded (see 
Home Study Quarterly) to the pessimism 
(ch. 13 :26-29) of the ten spies, who saw only 
‘.he might of the people to be overcome and 
the strength of the cities to be taken. Dwell 
on the contagion of cowardice.

2. The murmuring against Mosel and Aaron, 
v. 2a. Had the people forgotten all that God 
had done through these leaders ?—the de­
liverance from Pharaoh’s power, the crossing 
of the Red Sea, the sweetened waters of 
Alarah, the quails and the manna, the water 
from the rock at Meribah, the defeat of 
Amalek. How great are the trials of leaders 
(see Quarterly).

3. The longing to return to Egypt, vs. 2b-5. 
Bring out how the despairing thought of v. 2b 
issued in the desperate policy of vs. 3 and 4. 
Dwell on the attitude of Moses and Aaron. 
They would not command, or consent to, a 
retreat. They knew, with the insight of true

leaders, that the only safe way was forward.
II. A Picture or Courage, vs. 6-9. Bring 

out the features of this picture as follows :
1. The inducement to go forward, V. 7. “Ah 

exceeding good land,’’—that is what Joshua 
and Caleb had to say about Canaan. It was 
a land worth fighting for.

2. Confidence in God’s power, vs. 8, 9b. 
With God on their side, they need not fear to 
go forward. No might could avail against 
him. And he would surely be on their side, 
so long as they were on his side.

3. Assurance of victory, v. 9b. “They are 
bread for us,”—we are able to destroy them 
as we eat bread. A victory is half won when 
we are sure that it will be ours.

Help the scholars to picture vividly the 
scene described in v. 10. The people, in the 
madness of their despair, are ready to stone 
the two brave spies, are turned from their 
purpose by the sudden appearance of the 
divine glory. Follow out the sequel of the 
story,—how for their cow.irdice the people 
were kept thirty-eight yeaie out of Canaan, 
so that only Joshua and Caleb, of those who 
left Egypt, entered the Land of Promise. 
Impress the need of courage in daily life and 
point the secret of it,—confidence in divine 
|xiwer and the assurance of victory under his 
leadership.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT 
By the La»e Rev. N. B. Robson, B.D., Hamilton, Ont.

Teacher» in the Intermediate Department ehould ntudy carefully the «cholar»’ material» in the Intehmkdiate 
Quarterly.

Israel had reached the southern border of 
Canaan and the long, dangerous journey 
seemed to be ended. A man from each tribe 
was sent to spy out the land. They brought 
bark thrilling stories about the fertile fields 
and vineyards. But they had received a 
great fright.

1. Cowards Whining, vs. 1-3. Ten of the 
men could talk of little else than the giants 
at Hebron and the mighty sons of Amalek. 
The other two urged the people to attack at 
once. A surprise assault would easily suc­
ceed. But the voice of the ten prevailed. 
All the camp began to murmur. Discontent 
and cowardice spread like measles. It was 
sheer nonsense to say that they were better 
off in Egypt. They did not stop to think.

Show that the Israelites had not been de­
feated and would not be defeated if they 
would only stand up and fight. Of course 
when they lay down any one could walk over 
them. If they only had confidence in God 
and in themselves to go forward all would be 
well.

2. A Different Leader, vs. 4-5. This was a 
further step in their folly. Not only were 
they cowards themselves but they must have 
one of their own stripe as a leader ! Moses 
must be pushed aside. What was the matter 
with him ? Show that it was simply his 
bravery. A recent example of this temper is 
found in those Russian soldiers who killed 
their officers who urged them to fight against
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the invaders. Picture Moses and Aaron be­
fore all the people praying for God’s help.

3. Brave Words, vs. 6-10. Of the others, 
Caleb and Joshua alone were filled with 
courage. They had seen as much of the 
dangers as the other spies, but they trusted 
in God to help Israel. They were certain 
that having God with them they must con­
quer. What do the class think of the motto 
on the German helmets, “God with us?” 
Does the fault lie in the motto itself or with 
those who use it ? The brave words thus 
spoken fell on deaf ears. This was the last 
step of Israel’s folly. They refused to listen 
to sane advice. The panic in their hearts was 
so great that they would rot heed any appeal 
to their courage and faith. They wanted to
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stone these two men. However, the stones 
were not thrown. Why not ?

How clearly this lesson shows the senseless 
folly of cowardice. Trace its growth begin­
ning with the false report of the spies. Each 
stage has its own folly. Emphasize what 
Israel lost that day. Only Caleb and Joshua 
of all that host ever put foot in the Promised 
Land. They lost all through cowardice. 
The guaranteed cure for cowardice is, “Trust 
in God, and do the right.” The Bible promise 
is “to him that overcometh." Our courage 
will be often tested. May it never be said of 
us that having Jesus for our captain and the 
sword of the spirit for our weapon, we turned 
back like cowards when we were called to go 
“forward.”

FOR TEACHERS IN THE JUNIOR DEPARTMENT 
By Mrs. Mabel Crews Ringland, B.A., Toronto

Teachers in the Junior Department should study carefully the scholars' materials in the Junior Qua ht. hit.

Frequent reference to the class map of the 
Peninsula of Sinai will be found necessary 
during the progress of this lesson, in order 
that the scholars may form an intelligent idea 
of the position of the Israelites at this stage 
of their journey, and the location of the 
Promised Land. Have some one indicate the 
ground covered by the travelers since last 
Sunday’s lesson, tracing their wanderings 
from Mount Sinai in the southern end of the 
Arabian peninsula up, through the vast wil­
derness of Par an, to Kadesh-bamea, on the 
borders of the land of Canaan.

Picture the delight of the Israelites, fresh 
from the terrors and trials of the desert, when 
coming upon this beautiful green stretch of 
country, well watered and abounding in vege­
tation. But the Promised Land which they 
were to possess lay beyond. Ask what seemed 
the sensible thing to do before the vast multi­
tude of people went into Canaan and how 
many men were chosen to act as spies (one 
from each of the twelve tribes). Have the 
class pick out from ch. 13 :17-20, the features 
of the land to which the spies weie to pay 
s|>ecial attention, and what they were to bring 
back to show the people.

Suggest that the twelve spies must have 
scattered in various directions throughout 
Canaan in order to make a thorough survey,

as well as to avoid arousing the suspicions of 
the inhabitants, also that their search must 
have been pretty extensive, for they were 
gone 40 days, ch. 13 :25. Picture to the 
Juniors, on the one hand, the interesting and 
exciting experiences of these explorers in a 
strange and beautiful country, and on the 
other hand, the suspense of all the rest who 
stayed in the camp at Kadcsh-bam'A, won­
dering what sort of country this Promised 
Land would be after all and what the chosen 
few would find there.

Read v. 1 of the printed passage and call 
for an explanation of this demonstration of 
sorrow. What discouraging news had the 
explorers brought home that saddened the 
people (ch. 13 : 28, 29, 32, 33), so that they 
forgot the good points and the wonderful big 
cluster of grapes which was only a sample of 
the abundant growth of that country ? 1 lave 
the class read the complaints of the Israelites 
and what they threatened to do that greatly 
grieved Moses, vs. 2-5.

Ask who were the only ones who looked on 
the bright side and had faith that God would 
still be with them (v. 6). Choose two of the 
best readers to represent Joshua and Caleb 
and have them read their words of cheering 
enco.iragement, vs. 7-9. Discuss why the
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people refused to believe them and ask how prefer to be, pessimistic like the ten spies or 
God showed his approval of their courage and optimistic like Caleb and Joshua, even 
faith. Ask the scholars which they would though it means standing alone.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT 
By Alice S. Brown

Teacher» in the Primary Department should study carefully the scholars’ materials in the Primait Quarterly

Aim of the Lesson. To show the children 
a contrast between a lack of trust in God and 
its accompanying lack of courage, and a faith 
which is an inspiration to dare all for the 
right.

Introduction. What could be the mat­
ter ? The children of Israel crowded together 
crying ! Moses and Aaron, their wise leaders, 
lying face downward on the ground !

Just this : the people were afraid. They 
had come at last after their hard two years of 
wandering to the very edge of the Promised 
Land, and now they were afraid to go on. 
They grew so afraid that they forgot entirely 
that it was God’s PROMISED LAND 
(Print). God had promised (point) that it 
should be a goodly land, a land flowing with 
milk and honey, and that he himself would 
give it to them.

Lesson Taught. In order to remove the 
fears of the people and answer all their ques­
tions about Canaan, Moses chose twelve men 
and sent them forward to spy out the land. 
One was named Caleb and another Joshua. 
“Go and find out all about these strange 
people,” Moses bade them, ‘..nd bring me 
word.”

The twelve spies set out and after some 
days came marching back. I suppose the 
children saw them first and called : “Here 
they come ! Here they come ! Look what 
they’re bringing !” Open your books to the 
haudwork and you may look, too. Yes, a 
huge bunch of grapes, so large that it was 
carried on a long pole between two men. The 
other spies also were bearing their share, ripe 
figs and juicy pomegranates.

“It is a rich land,” they suid as the people 
gathered round to listen, “and surely flowing 
with milk and honey and every good thing 
just as the Lord promised. Hut the people 
who live there are strong and warlike.”

Then brave Caleb, who, you remember, 
was one of the spies, sprang forward, crying,

"But let us go forward and take the land !” 
And Moses said to the great throng that had 
gathered by this time, "Yes, go up and take 
it as God has commanded you.”

But now the other spies broke in, and how 
foolish they were and how cowardly ! “We 
cannot take it !” they declared. “The men 
we saw there were giants. Why, we seemed 
like grasshoppers beside them ! And think 
of their high walled cities ! We cannot fight 
such men !”

And then that whole crowd of people joined 
in. "We cannot ! No, we can never do it!” 
And they began to weep with anger. They 
wept all that night, raising their old cry which 
they knew was displeasing to God. “Why 
did Moses bring us out of Egypt ? Why did 
he not let us die in the wilderness ? It would 
be better than to die by the swords of these 
giants !”

And then it was that Moses threw himself 
upon the ground. His people afraid to go 
forward ! Afraid even when God had prom­
ised to go with them ! And after all the 
years and years when his blessings and love 
and mercy had been poured out upon them ! 
Hot7 angry and disappointed God would be !

But there were two brave hearts in that 
foolish, cowardly throng. In an instant Caleb 
sprang forward again—Joshua, too. “The 
land is a fair and good land ! ” they cried once 
more. “Fear not, for the Lord is with us ! 
He bids us start ! Fear not, but go !”

Yet those foolish people would not ; they 
were still afraid. And because they were 
afraid they lost a great prize ; they lost years 
and years of happiness in the Promised Land. 
(Explain.) *

But God did at last forgive them. He 
helped them in a most wonderful way. Come 
next Sunday and hear.

(Class may draw a large bunch of grapes 
with colored crayons.)
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I low many spies went up from Israel’s camp into Canaan ? How many of them urged 
the people to go forward ? How many, not to do so ? Having got answers to these questions 
from the School, print The Two and the Ten. Now ask, “When a vote is taken, which com­
monly rules, the majority or the minority ?” “The majority, of course,” the School will 
answer. Ask the scholars to think whether Israel acted wisely or not in following the ten 
against the two. On which side was Moses, their great leader ? Deut. 1 :20, 21 makes it 
clear that he agreed with the two. And by whom was Moses guided 7 At once the answer 
will come, “He was guided by God.” On whose side, then, was God—of the two or tl e ten ? 
The School will answer this question without hesitation. I*rint + (plus) God and — (minus) 
God. Impress the lesson, that the side to choose is the one God is on, even if we have to stand 
alone with him.

Lesson X. JOSHUA, PATRIOT AND LEADER
Joshua 1 :1-9. Scripture Memory Verses.

GOLDEN TEXT—Be strong and of a good courage.—Joshua 1 : e.

March 9, 1919

1 Now after the death of Mo'ses the servant of the 
Lord it came to pass, that the Lord spake unto Joshua 
the son of Nun, Mo'see’ minister, saying,

2 Mo'ses my servant is dead ; now therefore arise, 
go over this Jor'dan, thou, and all this people, unto the 
lantl which I do give to them, even to the children of

3 Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread 
upon, that have I given unto you, as I said unto Mo'ses.

4 From the wilderness and this Leb'anon, even unto 
the great river, the river Euphra'tes, all the land of the 
Hit'tites, and unto the great sea toward the going down 
of the sun, shall be your coast.

5 There shall not any man be able to stand before 
thee all the days of thy life : as I was with Mo'ses, ao 
I will be with thee : I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.

6 Be strong and of good a courage : for unto this 
people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, 
which I sware unto their fathers to give them.

7 Only be thou strong and very courageous, that 
thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, 
which Mo'ses my servant commanded thee : turn not 
from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest 
prosper whithersoever thou goest.

8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy 
mouth ; but thou shalt meditate therein day and 
night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all 
that is written therein : for then thou shalt make thy 
way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.

d Have not I commanded thee ? Be strong and of a 
good courage ; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: 
for the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou

THE LESSON PLAN
I. Joshua’s Promotion, i, a.

II. Joshua’s Prospect, 3, 4-
III. Joshua’s Power, 5-9.

HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS
M.—Joshua a patriot <nd leader, Josh. 1 : 1-9. T.— 

Joshua’s first battle, Ex. 17 :8-16. W.—Joshua, 
Moses’ minister, Ex. 24 : 12-18. Th.—Joshua’s con­
secration, Num. 27 : 15-23. F.—Moses’ charge to 
Joshua, Deut. 31 : 1-8. 8.—Joshua warns the people, 
Josh. 1 : 12-18. 8.—The Lord with Joshua, Josh. 5 : 
10-15.

Primary Catechism—Ques. 18. What do God's 
works tell u$ about him t A. God’s works tell us of his 
wisdom, his power, and his love.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 49. Which is the second

commandment Ÿ A. The second commandment is 
Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or 
any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or 
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth : thou shalt not bow down thyself to 
them, nor serve them : for 1 the Lord thy God am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children unto the third and fourth generation of 
them that hate me ; and showing mercy unto thou­
sands of them that love me, and Keep my command­
ments.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise : 216, 256, 252, 
245, 255, 582.

Special Scripture Reading—Ps. 91. (To be read
responsively or in concert by the whole School.)

Lantern Slide—For Lesson, B. 777, Joshua Succeeds 
Moses. (Slides are obtained from the Presbyterian 
Lantern Slide Department, 96 Queen St. East, Toronto.)
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THE LESSON EXPLAINED
Time and Place—About B.C. 1180 ; the 

Plains of Moab, east of the Jordan.
Connecting Links—The Book of Joshua 

continues the history embodied in the Penta­
teuch, without any break. The book consists 
of two parts : 1, Chs. 1-12, which narrate the 
conquest of Canaan ; 2, Chs. 13-24, recording 
the distribution of the conquered territory 
amongst the twelve tribes of Israel.
I. Joshua’s Promotion, I, 2.

V. 1. After the death of Moses. For thirty 
days the ramp had been full of weeping and 
mourning for the great law giver, Deut. 34 :8. 
The servant of the Lord ; a title, the highest 
possible in a God-govemed nation (theocracy) 
like Israel, specially applied to Moses, mark­
ing him out as superior to even the greatest 
prophets (Num. 12 : 7, 8), and afterwards the 
peculiar designation of the Messiah, Isa. 42:1. 
The Lord spake ; as Israel’s true leader and 
guide. Joshua. His original name was 
Oshea, meaning “salvation.” This was 
changed by Moses to Joshua, meaning “Je­
hovah is salvation," Num. 13 :16. In its 
Greek form it becomes Jesus (see Heb. 4 :8). 
He belonged to the tribe of Ephraim (Num. 
13 :8), and was therefore descended from 
Joseph, Gen. 41 :50-52. At Rephidim, in 
the fight of Israel (Ex. 17 :8-16), he had shown 
himself to be a brave soldier, ami a skilful 
general. Thirty-eight years before, he, along 
with Caleb, had urged Israel to go forward 
from Kadesh-barnea, to the possession of the 
land, in spite of the adverse report of the 
other ten spies, Num. 14 :6-9. Moses' min­
ister ; Moses’ attendant, companion, ad­
jutant, or aide-de-camp, for well nigh forty 
years, Ex. 24 :13 ; Deut. 1 : 38. Joshua had 
been bom in slavery, and was now over eighty 
years old.

V. 2. Moses .. is dead ; and the vacancy 
must be filled, since God’s work must go on. 
Now therefore arise ; to take Moses’ place. 
The appointment of Joshua as Moses’ suc­
cessor (see Num. 27 :15-23 ; Deut. 31 : 3-7, 
23) is thus divinely confirmed. Go over this 
Jordan; “the Descender.” From its source 
at the foot of the mountains in the north of 
Palestine to its entrance into the Dead Sea,

the fall is 1,292 feet. Between the Sea of 
Galilee and the Dead Sea, about 60 miles, the 
river, in its windings, traverses 200 miles. 
The command to cross this river was a severe 
test of Joshua’s faith and courage, since, on 
the other side, were numerous and powerful 
foes. Land . .1 do give. Canaan was God’s 
gift to Israel. Without his help they could 
never have conquered it ; but with him ns 
protector and leader, no foe could stand before 
them.

II. Joshua's Prospect, 3, 4.
Vs. 3, 4. As I said unto Moses. See Deut. 

11 :24. From the wilderness ; in which 
Israel had been wandering for nearly forty 
years on their way to Canaan. This was to 
be the southern boundary of the Promised 
I .and. This Lebanon ; “White Mountain," 
the snow-clad range 150 miles to the north, 
which yet could be seen from where Joshua 
stood,—the northern boundary. The river, 
Euphrates ; " the good and abounding river,” 
the largest, longest, and by far the most im­
portant of the rivers in western Asia,—the 
Ixnindary to the east. The land of the Hit­
tites ; a powerful nation to the north of Pales­
tine. The great sea ; the Mediterranean,— 
the western border. Coast ; boundary.

III. Joshua’s Power, 5-9.
V. 5. Not any man be able to stand before 

thee. Behind every promise of God are all 
his infinite power and wisdom and love. With 
these resources pledgee! for his help, Joshua 
could not fail. As I was . .so I will be. God 
has placed his people under a new leader, and 
brought them into a new situation ; but his 
care and purpose for them was the same. 
Not fail.. nor forsake. Many and varied 
were the difficulties which Joshua had to face. 
But he would never come to one in which he 
would not find God's help present and suffi­
cient.

V. 6. Be strong, etc. True faitji in God's 
promises is shown by earnest effort to secure 
the blessings they offer. Like ourselves, 
Joshua needed moral courage always to do 
the right, even more than physical courage 
to meet his enemies.
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Vs. 7-9. Only ; a word pointing like an 
index finger to the one necessary condition of 
success. Do according to. .the law. So, in 
Deut. 17 :19, kings, and here Joshua, are 
bidden to obey God’s law, that they may 
prosper. This book, etc. This shows that 
Moses had left the law in written form. Not 
. .out of thy mouth. He was to read and talk 
about it. Meditate ; study and ponder (com­
pare Ps. 1 :2). Do ; obey its commands ; 
this was the most important of all (compare 
Matt. 7 :21). Prosperous .. good success. 
Obedience to God is sure to bring real success. 
Character, more than numbers or strategy, 
is to be the key to Joshua’s victories. Be not 
afraid, etc. Israel's resources might seem 
small in comparison with those of the Canaan- 
ites, but God had already shown what he 
could do against the even greater pov-er of 
Egypt.

Light from the East
The Jew has always been a man of the law. 

The Word of God,—not law in its narrowest

sense—occupied his thought constantly ; in 
his daily employment and during his manifold 
activities ; when at work and when at rest. 
And by law in the narrow sense his life was 
regulated. As if the 613 precepts which he 
counted in Holy Scripture were not enough, 
he has added code to code through the Chris­
tian centuries. First came the Mishnah 
about A.D. 200, a great mass of legal detail 
sifted in the Jewish schools of two hundred 
years. Then came the Talmud, much more 
elaborate than the Mishnah and embodying 
the whole of theological and legal learning 
down to A.D. 500. From that time on the 
Geomin, or head of Rabbinical colleges in 
Persia, kept on analyzing and defining. Isaac 
of Fez in the 11th century, and Maimonides 
in the 12th, left their mark on Jewish law. 
But the final touch—and a memorable touch 
it was—was given by Joseph Caro n the cen­
tury of the Protestant Refcrmixtion. His 
great formulation of Jewish law—the Table 
Prepared—teaches to almost every Jew to­
day “what duty God requires of man.”

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

- - lT~

V. 4 gives the boundaries of the Promised 
Land, and of the territories assigned to the 
various tribes of Israel. In teaching the 
Lesson, begin with the boundaries of the 
Whole land. First, to the south, there is the 
“Wilderness,” that is, the great Arabian 
desert, in which the Israelites had been wan­
dering for forty years. A question or two 
will recall the character of this region. Next, 
comes “this Lebanon,” clear away to the 
north, some 150 miles. Its snow-clad sum­
mits, which gave its name to this range (Leb­
anon means “white mountain”) could be seen 
from where Israel was encamped. There wpre 
two Lebanon ranges, known as Lebanon and 
Anti-I.ebanon, running north and south, with 
a deep valley between. Galilee owes its fruit­
fulness to the Lebanons. They are great 
storehouses for the moisture brought by the 
westerly winds, and they pour it down with 
unfailing regularity the year round. The 
Jordan rises in ihese mountains, and amongst 
their valleys are wells in large numbers. 
From the Lebanons, Israel’s northern boun­
dary was to run to the Upper Euphrates,
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which, with the desert to the south, was to be 
the boundary to the east. Westward, the 
and was to be bounded by the Mediterranean,

known "to the Hebrews as ‘‘the Great Sea." 
For the tribal boundaries, see the dotted lines 
on the Map.

THE LESSON APPLIED
Let us notice first some essentials of suc­

cessful leadership. Experience. The train­
ing that comes through experience is inval­
uable. Many lives have been lost in the War 
because our soldiers were often led by in­
experienced and untrained officers. Put a 
city man who has never known anything 
about a farm, on the land, and see what blun­
ders he will make if left to himself. Again, 
put a farmer in a bank or at the head of a 
business firm, and if he has had no previous 
training, the chances arc that he will «reck 
the institution in a short time.

We recognize how important training is in 
the teaching profession, and we insist on many 
years of study and practical experience before 
we permit a man to take the office of a min­
ister.

Joshua was trained under a fine teacher, 
Moses. He observed Moses’ methods, and 
felt the contagion of his noble and patient 
character. So as Elijah's mantle fell on his 
pupil Elisha, so the mantle of Moses fell on 
Joshua. He was prepared to carry on the 
programme of his master. Every man has a 
part to dp. Moses could not do it all. Joffre 
beat back the Germans at the first battle of 
the Marne, and for long afterwards steadied 
the allied forces. Then Foch carries the glor­
ious work to a completion. So is it always. 
Even Jesus commits his programme of re­
demption to his disciples, and we must “carry 
on."

Courage. The passage emphasizes this 
with great earnestness. The leader must be 
courageous if he is to inspire his followers to 
heroism. A regimental commander wanted 
a certain bridge held at all costs. He con­
fided the task to a captain, who selected fifty 
men. The German rush began, but the 
Canadians held them back. The Germans 
formed and reformed only to be defeated. 
Finally they brought their artillery to play on 
the Canadians. At last only a corporal and 
ten men remained. The corporal said : 
“ Men, we must either get out of here or die ; 
as for me, 1 prefer to die/’

Every man stayed with him. The last lone 
soldier managed to turn a machine gun on the 
enemy, and held the bridge until reinforce­
ments arrived. He was wounded eight times, 
and died in a short time. The captain had 
courage ; he transmitted it to his officers, 
and they in tum filled their men with uncon­
querable bravery.

Captain Carpenter, the hero of Zeebrugge, 
in his account of the famous operation by 
which the entrance to the German naval base 
was blocked, says that just before the Vin­
dictive started on that dangerous enterprise, 
her 600 men,—volunteers, every one of them, 
and 20,000 could have liecn got from the 
British navy—were called together, and each 
man was given the opportunity of returning 
on another ship, with the assurance, that no 
reason for his doing so would be asked. 
Quite in accord with the traditions of the 
navy, not one took advantage of this per­
mission. “The men", says Captain Carpen­
ter, "were splendid," and the success of the 
undertaking,—one of the most daring in the 
history of the navy—was made possible by 
their wonderful courage.

In the calmer walks of peace there is the 
same demand for bravery on the part of those 
who lead us. They may be very much afraid, 
but none the less resolved that they will do 
their duty. Joshua was urged again and 
again by the Lord to “be strong and of a good 
courage." '

A colonel of a Czechoslovak regiment on 
the Western front said to his soldiers facing 
a very dangerous and difficult task, “The 
Czecho-Slovak nation has its eyes upon you. 
Be of stout heart and—forward march." 
They swept through death to their first vic­
tory in France.

Faith. Joshua was reminded that the 
lord would be with him as he had been with 
Moses, and that he would never forsake him 
if he was obedient to the divine law. It. is 
one of the most heartening facts in the War 
to observe what noble Christian men stand
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in the high places of leadership. Think of 
I.Ioyd George, President Wilson, Beatty in 
the navy, Pershing, Haig, and Foch (the last 
sjwiken of as a "deeply religious man with 
almost childlike simplicity”). Is not this 
very significant ? Who is the safe leader ? 
Surely it is the man or woman who is ani­
mated by pure and unselfish motives, whose 
own life is spotless, and who has faith in the 
justice and righteousness of his cause. Faith 
in God is the key to leadership. The writer 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews in the eleventh 
chapter leaves no room to doubt that. What 
a list of heroes he gives, and the secret of 
every conquering life was faith.

There is another fact to be noted. The 
story of Joshua's triumphs was written down 
long after the events of his great drive into

Canaan. But the author was imbued with 
the sense of a divine purpose in the origin and 
history of Israel, and he was at pains to make 
his meaning very plain—that God’s hand was 
in Israel’s history. It may be that he felt 
that God was not concerned about others, 
but in any event our thought is broader than 
his. Jesus has taught us to find the divine 
providence everywhere, it extends over all 
nations, and over the very sparrows that fly 
through the air. Let us endeavor to find 
God not alone in the past history of Israel, 
but in the history of the whole world. Par­
ticularly let us be very sure that this War is 
not a vulgar scramble, but that it is the only 
way by which the world could be purged of 
sin, and set again on the way to God. His 
hand is in the present as well as in the past.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE ADULT DEPARTMENT
Teachers in the Adult Department should study carefully the scholars' materials in the Home Study Quar 

terly or the Pathfinder.
At this point in our study it would be veil 

to review briefly the character of Moses, i,nd 
to recall some of his achievements. Say a 
few words about the close of his career. 
Remind the class that he was denied the joy 
of seeing his great task crowned with success. 
Is this a common experience ? What does 
the Bible mean by saying that one soweth 
and another reapeth ? Emphasize the fact 
that what is exjiected of us is that we should 
carry our tasks as nearly to completion as 
jiossible.

1. Marching Orders, vs. 1-4. Point out 
that a critical time has come for Israel now 
that the strong hand of Moses has been re­
moved. Was there not a danger that the 
twelve tribes might break up into warring 
factions ? But a man has been in training 
as a leader for the new period. Suggest that 
while the qualities of Moses jietuliarly fitted 
him for the work of a legislator and nation- 
builder, the qualities of Joshua peculiarly 
fitted him for the task of a military leader. 
So God brings the task and the man together, 
provided the man is willing. Bring out by 
questioning the details of the marching orders 
given to Joshua. Call special attention to 
the great prospect which was opened up before 
the jieople, the boundaries assigned to them 
I icing greater than those which Israel ever 
occupied save for a brief period under David

and Solomon. Is it true that the task which 
God gives us is generally big enough to de­
mand the consecration of all our talents ?

2. The promise of God’s presence, v. 5. 
God has given to Joshua a great task, but he 
links to it a great promise. Is that not typical 
of God’s method always ? When Christ sent 
his disciples into all the yorld to preach the 
gospel, what promise was coupled with the 
task ? Point out the hopeless position of 
the man who would attempt tasks like these 
without the consciousness of the divine pres­
ence and help.

3. The need for courage, vs. 6-9. How often 
in these four verses is the command to be 
strong and courageous given ? Can the class 
suggest reasons for its repetition Î What 
would the feelings of Joshua likely be when 
called to succeed such a mam as Moses, one 
who had probably vershadowed him, and to 
whom he had gone for counsel ? Remind the 
class of how often we find the command to be 
courageous given in the scripture. Speak 
of the fact that while Christ calls us to a life 
of wonderful peace, he calls us no less to a life 
of warfare, a life which demands courage. 
Secure from the class illustrations of the need 
which the Christian has for courage. Call 
attention to the fact that Joshua was to find 
encouragement by meditating upon the law 
of God.
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FOR TEACHERS IN THE SENIOR DEPARTMENT
Test here in the Senior Department should study carefully the scholars' materials in the Hone Study Quar­

terly.

Begin by referring to the phrase which was 
so often on the lips of our soldiers during the 
great War,—“Carry On.” Remind the 
scholars how, when a leader fell, he would 
shout to his followers, “Carry on !" Or, how, 
when things were going badly, our brave lads 
would grimly set their teeth, and, from one 
to another, would pass the words of unflinch­
ing resolution, “Carry on !” Point out that 
it was the work of Joshua to "carry on” the 
work begun by Moses.

Turn attention to our duty of carrying on 
the work begun by our soldiers at so great a 
cost. They fought, and many of them died, 
to keep our country free,—free not only from 
the tyranny of a foreign oppressor, but free 
from a the evils that make people slaves ? 
Discuss with the scholars what we can learn 
from this lesson on Joshua about how we can 
serve our country.

Take up, first, the duty (suggested in vs. 
1, 2) of keeping in mind all that God has done 
far our ceruntry in the past. For how many 
years did he keep our land in peace, giving 
us abundant harvests and crcwiling us with 
goodness. Our churches and schools and 
good laws,—point out how all these grew up 
in our country under the guiding hand of God.

Another duty to discuss, amongst those we 
owe to our country, is constantly to acknowledge 
God’s authority in our national life. Just as 
truly as he gave Canaan to the Israelites (vs. 
3, 4) has he given Canada to its people, and 
we arc debtors to him for all that we enjoy in 
this goodly land. How can we pay our debt 
to him ? We can do this by striving to be 
good citizens. Take time to discuss what 
this involves,—willing obedience to the laws 
of the land, a cheerful bearing of such burdens

as paying taxes and the like, justice and truth­
fulness in all our dealings, etc., etc.

We can serve our country again, by main­
taining our confidence in God’s unfailing help. 
God was on Israel’s side (v. 5), and therefore, 
no matter how many or how powerful were 
their foes, God’s people were sure of victory. 
How can we be sure that every good cause 
in our day will triumph,—the fight against 
strong drink, against dishonesty in business, 
against graft in politics—is sure to win ? 
Just because God is on the side of right in all 
these matters, and nothing can withstand his 
power.

A fourth way in which we can serve our 
country is by practising and promoting fairness 
between man and man. The inheritance of 
Canaan was to be divided amongst the people 
of Israel, each was to get his fair share of the 
land. So in our country, every one should 
have a "square deal,” a fair day’s pay for a 
fair day’s work, the chance to make an honest 
living. These arc some illustrations ; the 
teacher should seek others.

Once more, by being strong and brave (v. 7), 
we can serve our country. Our soldiers have 
shown what it is to be strong and brave in 
battle. So we should all seek strength and 
courage to fight the evils in our own lives and 
in our country.

Lastly, by honoring God’s word (v. 8) we can 
serve our country. Point out how nations like 
Britain and the United States, where the 
Bible has been given its true place, have be­
come great.

Impress the duty of carrying our |>atriotism 
into our every day life, striving to be good 
citizens ourselves and to help others to be 
good citizens.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT
Teachers in the Intermediate Department should study carefully the scholars' materials in the Intermediate 

Quarterly.

As a result of cowardice, Israel had to 
remain in the wilderness many years. At 
last they again approached Canaan from the 
East. When in sight of the land, Moses, their 
faithful leader, died and was buried in Mount 
Nebo.

1. A New Leader, vs. 1, 2. Refer to the 
inscription on John Wesley’s tomb : “God 
Buries His Workmen, But Carries On His 
Work.” So Joshua is called to fill Moses 
place. There are never two persons of quite 
the same powers. Joshua was a different



1919 Joshua, Patriot and Leader 163

man and a different leader from Moses. He 
was first and foremost a soldier. His strong 
|M)int was fighting. Moses had been a wise 
leader and organizer. God has the right 
man in the right place at the right time. 
Joshua's first step was to cross the Jordan. 
Explain the difficulty and meaning of this 
bold advance. It meant war !

2. A New Country, vs. 3-5. Safely across 
the river they would be in a new country. 
Have the scholars mark the boundaries on 
the map. Canaan was to be theirs. God 
had given them the right to it. How were 
they to get possession of it ? Those strong 
and warlike tribes would not be so obliging 
as to pack up and move out, leaving Israel to 
settle down comfortably and undisturbed in 
their homes. They were not more willing to 
leave than the Turks were to give Palestine 
over to the British. Joshua and his men had 
to fight for it as Allenby and his troops did.

3. Courage and guidance, vs. 6-10. This 
would not be a battle of a few hours as it was 
when they feught the Amalekites at Rephi- 
dim. It would be a long, weary and dis­
couraging campaign. The foes were strong 
and numerous. Joshua would need all the 
courage and endurance that he had. It was 
in no sense a triumphal march over the coun­
try. Perseverance won out finally. There 
were two things for him to observe :

“First, be strong and of good courage.”

Insist on the duty of being strong, of develop­
ing our physical strength by exercise, good 
food and rest. Along with strength of body 
there must go courage of mind. No one is 
fit to lead others who is discouraged. Joshua 
must be brave and fill others with his con­
fidence.

In the second place, he was given a book 
as his guide. This book of the Law was 
God’s word to Joshua, as the Bible is his word 
to us to-day. A few weeks before his death, 
lord Roberts wrote of it, “You will find in 
this little book, guidance when you are in 
health, comfort when you are in sickness and 
strength when you are in adversity.”

Joshua was brave in the face of powerful 
foes and in the hour of danger. His bravery 
stood the stiff test not of a single hour only, 
but of long years of bitter and weary fighting. 
The scholars arc beginning a battle to possess 
their hearts : to drive the enemies out of their 
life and to take possession of it in the name of 
Jesus their captain. Their warfare will be 
as long and as weary as Joshua’s. They will 
need to be brave when they stand before the 
city of ridicule. So many turn cowards there 
and retreat. They will need to be strong 
when climbing the mountains of pain and 
difficulties. When called to pass through the 
thick forests where danger lurks, they will 
need him who said : “Be not afraid . . for the 
Lord thy God is with thee.”

FOR TEACHERS IN THE JUNIOR DEPARTMENT
Teachers in the Junior Department should study carefully the scholars' materials in the Junior Quarterly.

To bridge the space between last Sunday’s 
lesson and to-day's, ask who can tell what the 
Israelites had been doing during the period of 
almost 40 years since they had sent out their 
spies to explore the Promised Land and why 
they had not entered it long ago. Make sure 
that the scholars understand that it was as a 
punishment for the lack of faith shown in our 
last lesson that none of those who left Egypt, 
except Joshua and Caleb, were permitted to 
enter Canaan. Discuss the justice of this 
treatment, which, however, allowed their 
children to have a chance at what their fathers 
had failed in.

Have the class point out an important 
event reported in v. 1 of the lesson passage 
and see if any one knows how old Moses was

when he died (120 years). Refer to the fact 
that even Moses, the faithful leader, had to 
miss going into the Promised Land because 
he had disobeyed God (Num. 20 :12), but he 
had the satisfaction of seeing it from Mount 
Pisgah (Deut. 3 :27), and of knowing that 
God would give it to his people.

Develop a picture of the new leader 
Joshua, who had been Moses’ geneial and 
helper through all their wanderings,—a fairly 
young, energetic, fearless man, full of the 
spirit of God and love for the people, Point 
out that his name meant, “Jehovah is sal­
vation.”

Have the class read in unison God’s words 
to Joshua (vs. 2-9), pausing after each verse
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for discussion. Choose a scholar to indicate 
on the map of Palestine the place where the 
Israelites were encamped at the time—at 
Shittim, north of the Salt Sea, on the east 
side of the Jordan River, Canaan proper being 
to the west of the river, which explains, “Go 
over this Jordan,” v. 2. Point out that the 
divine message deals with God’s part, in vs. 
2-5, and with what was expected of Joshua 
as his share of the enterprise, in vs. 6-9. 
Draw out the details of what God promised 
to do towards their gaining possession of the 
land, and have the boundaries of v. 4 indi­
cated on the map, the desert to the south of 
Palestine, the mountain range of Lebanon on 
the north, the river Euphrates in the east,

the Mediterranean Sea to the west.
Ask if God usually expects men to do their 

share towards helping themselves, and what 
conditions he im|>osod on Joshua as his part 
of the contract : he must be strong and very 
courageous (vs. 6 and 7) ; he must study 
and know the Book of the Law given by God 
to Moses (v. 8) ; he must never be afraid of 
or discouraged by anything, for God would 
be with him everywhere he went, v. 9.

What command was repeated by God three 
times, so that Joshua would not be likely to 
forget it as long s he lived 7 Suggest that 
this would be a good motto for any Junior 
who wants to develop the characteristics that 
made Joshua a great hero.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT
Teachers in the Primary Department should study carefully the scholars’ materials in the Primary Quarterly,

Aim op the Lesson. To show how the 
children of Israel, with the help of their leader, 
Joshua, eventually overcame their inclination 
to cowardice, and to tell of the reward they 
received.

Introduction. General Joshda was the 
new leader of the Israelites. Moses had gone 
home to heaven to live with God and God 
had chosen Joshua to take up Moses’ work.

God told Joshua at the very beginning just 
what he was to do, and how he was to do it, 
how he was to become a good leader. “BE 
STRONG AND OF A GOOD COURAGE” 
(Print), God said. “Be strong and very 
courageous (that means very brave), so that 
you may be able to keep my rules.” God 
meant The Ten Commandments and the 
other rules which he had given for the people 
and which were set down in the Book of the 
Law. Joshua would need to be brave in 
order to keep those commandments. They 
are not easy to mind.

But God did not just say to Joshua, “Be 
brave.” He told his new general just exactly 
what would make him brave, How to Be­
come Brave (Print). He told him to go to 
the Bible and study it—(Print Study the 
Bible)—not once, not twice, nor three times, 
but over and over. God said study it night 
and day. If Joshua did that, if he read and 
learned and then obeyed the rules there, he 
would become a brave, wise, good general.

A rule that is good for soldiers and generals

would be a good one for boys and girls. Don’t 
you think so 7 How can little boys and girls 
read and learn the Bible ? 'When ? Where ? 
Do you 7 •

Lesson Taught. And at last the forty 
years of wilderness wandering (recall last les­
son) were up. God’s people had learned 
many things during that time ; they were 
braver now. And so God was going to give 
them another chance. He had commanded 
Joshua : “Go over the Jordan, thou, and all 
this people. And I Will be with Thee. 
“Every place whereon thou shalt walk, that 
land 1 will give thee and thy people.” That 
was a wonderful promise—worth working for, 
wasn't it 7

Joshua chose spies, just as he himself long 
before had been chosen by Moses. The spies 
set out and by and by came to the walled city 
of Jericho, which the Israelites under General 
Joshua must conquer before they could enter 
the Promised Land. The spies wept to a 
house that belonged to a woman called 
Rahab. (Tell the story of ch. 2.)

And now General Joshua gave his com­
mands. He bade the people march closer to 
the River Jordan. They obeyed. It was 
spring and the waters were deep and wild and 
rushing. There were no boats nor bridges 
and it was dangerous. But this time the 
Israelites did not falter at what was to come 
next. They had learned how foolish it is to 
be afraid.
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Twelve priests went on ahead bearing the 
precious Ark. The Ark was the beautiful 
golden chest in which God’s Ten Command­
ments were kept. General Joshua said to the 
priests, “Thus saith the Lord, ‘March out 
and pass over Jordan.’” The host of people 
were to follow.

The priests started. They reached the 
river's edge. They stepped into the water. 
And behold, at that very instant the waters 
were parted. A wide, dry path appeared 
straight through the foaming Jordan. And 
the people marched over, men and women and 
children. When all were safe on the other

side God caused the waters to flow back into 
their place.

At last God’s people had entered the Prom­
ised Land. They had won because their 
leader had obeyed God’s commands and they 
had followed him bravely.

Continue by letting the children turn to the 
handwork, pages 32 and 33. The teacher 
reads aloud and then guides the children to 
the conclusion that the success at Jericho also 
was due to obedience.

The class may cut out soldiers, horns. Paste 
on a large sheet to make a class poster some­
thing like the picture in the handwork.

FROM THE PLATFORM

A FORWARD MOVEMENT
Much is being saitb in all parts of the church, about The Forward Movement. Every­

where, people, old and young, are being called to serve Chript more faithfully and to do more 
for his kingdom. Now the lesson for to-day tells us of A Forward Movement (Print), which 
is full of instruction for us in any forward movement we are called to make. What was the 
forward movement of the lesson ? The crossing of the Jordan by the Israelites under Joshua’s 
leadership. Who commanded it ? God. What promise was given to the people ? The 
promise that the land of Canaan should be theirs (see vs. 3, 4). What made it certain that 
the Israelites would succeed and prosper ? God said that he would be with them to help 
them ? What was required of Joshua and his followers ? That they should “be strong and 
of a good courage.” Emphasize the teaching that all our forward movements should be 
undertaken in obedience to God’s command, trusting in his promise, depending on his preser -e 
and help and in the spirit of courage and hope.

Lesson XI. THE CITIES OF REFUGE March 16, 1919
Joshua, ch. 20. Scripture Memory Verses.

GOLDEN TEXT—Blessed are the merciful : for they shall obtain mercy. —Matthew 6 :7.
1 The Lord also spake unto Josh'ua, saying,
2 Speak to the children of Is'rael, saying, Appoint 

out for you cities of refuge, whereof I spake unto you 
by the hand of Mo'ses :

3 That the slayer that killeth any person unawares 
and unwittingly may flee thither ; and they shall be 
your refuge from the avenger of blood.

4 And when he that doth flee unto one of those cities 
shall stand at the entering of the gate of the city, and 
shall declare his cause in the ears of the elders of that

city, they shall take him into the city unto them, and 
give him a place, that he may dwell among them.

5 And if the avenger of blood pursue after him, then 
they shall not deliver the slayer up into his hand ; be­
cause he smote his neighbour unwittingly, and hated 
him not beforetime.

6 And he shall dwell in that city, until he stand be­
fore the congregation for judgment, and until the death 
of the high priest that shall be in those days : then 
shall the slayer return, and come unto his own city, and
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unto his own house, unto the city from whence he fled.
7 And they appointed Ke'desh in Gal'ilee in mount 

Naph'tali, and She'chem in mount E'phraim, and Kir'- 
jathar'ba, which ie Hebron, in the mountain of Ju'dah.

8 And on the other side of Jor'dan by Jer'icho east­
ward, they assigned Be'ser in the wilderness upon the 
plain out of the tribe of Reu'ben, and lla'moth in GiV-

ead out of the tribe of Gad, and Golan in Ba'shan out 
of the tribe of Manas'seh.

9 These were the cities appointed for all the children 
of Is'racl, and for the stranger that sojourneth among 
them, that whosoever killeth any person at unawares 
might flee thither, and not die by the hand of the 
avenge™ of blood, until he s*ood before the congregation.

THE LESSON PLAN
I. r,*he Manslayer’s Peril, 1-3.

II. The Manslayer’s Protection, 4-6a.
III. The Manslayer’s Privilege, 6b-ç.

HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS
M.—Cities of refuge appointed, Num. 35 :9-21. 

T.—Rules for refugees, Num. 35 : 22-34. W.—The 
cities of refuge, Josh. 20 : 1-9. Th.—A life lost through 
disobedience, 1 Kgs. 2 : 36-46. F.—A refuge of lies, 
Isa. 28 : 14-22. S.—A sure refuge, Heb. 6 : 13-20. 
S.—Jehovah a refuge, Ps. 91: 1-16.

Primary Catechism—Ques. 19. Who takes care of 
the world t A. God watches over all his works, and

provides for the wants of every living thing.
Shorter Catechism—Quts. 50. What is required in 

the second commandment t A. The second command­
ment requireth the receiving, observing, and keeping 
pure and entire, all such religious worship and oitlin- 
ances as God hath appointed in his word.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise : 263, 293, 162, 
151,560,152.

Special Scripture Reading—Rev. 7 : 9-17. (To 
be read responsively or in concert by the whole School.)

Lantern Slide—For Lesson, B. 783, Fleeing to the 
City of Refuge. (Slides are obtained from the Presby­
terian Lantern Slide Department, 96 Queen St. East, 
Toronto.)

THE LESSON EXPLAINED
Time and Place—PerhupH about B.C. 

1180 ; Shiloh, a town 10 miles northwest of 
Bethel.

Connecting Links—The division of the 
land amongst the twelve tribes was made by 
lot, under the direction of Joshua and Eleazar, 
the high priest, ch. 14 :1. Two urns, say the 
Jewish rabbis, were chosen, in one of which 
were placed little tablets with the names of 
the tribes, and in the other similar tablets 
with the names of districts, and one tablet 
was drawn from each at the same time. The 
tribe of Levi, since they had special charge of 
the tabernacle and its services, and were 
therefore to be supported by the whole nation, 
received no separate inheritance by them­
selves ; but forty-eight cities with lands in 
the immediate vicinity were assigned to them 
(Num. 35 :2, 7), so that they were scattered 
throughout the tribes and thus enabled to act 
as instructors for them all in religious matters. 
Certain of these Levitical cities, according to 
Moses’ directions (Num. 35 :6), were to be 
set apart as Cities of Refuge for the protection 
of the unintentional manslayer against the 
hand of the “avenger of blood,” until he 
could obtain a fair trial.
I. The Manslayer’s Peril, 1-3.

Vs. 1, 2. The Lord spake unto Joshua (Rev. 
Ver.) ; immediately after the division of the 
land amongst the tribes. T he arrangements 
for the government of Israel in Canaan were

made by divine authority. Assign you (Rev. 
Ver.) ; from among the Levitical cities (see 
Connecting Links and compare ch. 21 :1-3, 
13, 27,32,36,38). The Cüies of Refuge (Rev. 
Ver.). Detailed instructions regarding the 
selection of these cities had been given in 
Num. 35 :9-15.

V. 3. Manslayer .. unwillingly and un­
awares (Rev. Ver.) ; literally, “by error, 
without knowing,” that is, by mistake or 
accident, with no intention of killing. The 
distinction between the wilful murderer and 
the accidental slayer is carefully drawn in Num. 
35 :16-24 ; Drat. 19 :4-13. Unto you for a 
refuge (Rev. Ver.) ; but only for the unin­
tentional manslayer. One who had killed 
another intentionally was to be punished by 
death, Num. 35 : 31, 32. From the avenger 
of blood. Amongst all Semitic nations, that 
is, those descended from Shem (Gen. 10 :11), 
to whom the Hebrews belonged, the nearest 
relation of a murdered man, called the 
“goel," inherited his property, and had laid 
on him by custom the duty of avenging his 
death. This was certainly not a desirable 
method of administering justice ; but it was 
so firmly established that it could not readily 
be changed. The provision of the Cities of 
Refuge was to regulate it, so as to protect 
innocent victims of the system, and especially 
those who had unfor' mately slain any one 
by accident, without aatred or malice, until
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they had had a fair trial. The practical effect 
of this wae to secure a trial for all manslayers, 
even the most guilty, before being punished.
II. The Manslayer's Protection, 4-6a.

V. 4. He ihallflee (ReV. Ver.) ; pursued by 
the enraged avenger. Stand at . .the gale ; in 
the public square, near the city gates, used as 
a place for meetings and trials at law (compare 
Ruth 4 :1, 2). Declare his cause ; state his 
case. The elders ; th e magistrates. The man- 
slayer must show to their satisfaction that 
the killing had been purely accidental. Give 
him a place ; receive him, care for him, and 
assign him a residence if they were convinced 
by his statement.

Vs. 5, 6a. Avenger oj Hood pursue ; doing 
what it was held to be his duty to do. • Not 
deliver the slayer up ; but keep him securely 
until he should have a fair trial, at which he 
and the avenger of blood would be brought 
face to face and each receive a just hearing. 
Before the congregation ; that is, the local 
court representing the people of the city. It 
is not stated where the trial was to take place, 
but probably it was in the City of Refuge, so 
that these cities would become the centres of 
justice for the trial of the more serious forms 
of crime. In the event of the manslayer being 
found guilty of murder, he would be put to 
death, probably by stoning, in which execu­
tion the avenger would have a part, but 
would not act alone.
III. The Manslayer's Privilege, 6b-9.

Vs. 6b-9. If innocent of wilful murder the 
manslayer was to reside in the City of Refuge, 
where alone he would be safe, until the death 
of the high priest, when he was allowed to 
return home, and any attempt to molest him 
would be punished as a fresh crime. And 
they appointed, etc. The six cities chosen 
were selected so rs to have three on each side 
of the Jordan, and were so distributed that 
hardly any place in the country would be 
more than thirty miles from one of the cities. 
It was required by Deut. 19 :3, that roads 
should be built to these cities. Later Jewish 
writings give regulations for keeping the roads

in good condition and well marked with guide 
posts, so that the fugitive might have a better 
chance to escape being overtaken by the 
av inger.

The inhabitants are said to have made it a 
point to treat the innocent manslayers con­
fided to them with special consideration, pro­
viding them the means of earning a liveli­
hood. The family of the high priest also 
showed them special kindness, lest they 
should pray for his death to hasten their re­
lease. Cities of Refuge are not again referred 
to in the subsequent scripture history, and 
we do not know when they ceased to be 

"needed, owing to the rise of a better system 
of law.

Light from the East
The Protection op a Sanctuary—In 

primitive life a holy place where a god dwells 
protects all within the area of the god’s owner­
ship. To-day a plough will lie safe under » 
tree protected by the spirit of the tree, if left 
in the open field over night the owner might 
never see it again. At a sanctuary wild 
animals, and even domestic animals that 
strayed near, might not be slain with im­
punity ; they belonged to the god. Thither 
the innocent man who was wrongfully ac­
cused might flee and be safe ; criminals also, 
and debtors and fugitives fsom justice would 
find an asylum there. As justice came to be 
regulated by law the abuses of these old prac­
tices were set aside, but the protection of a 
sanctuary remained a real fact as long as the 
old custom of blood-revenge persisted. Of 
course, sanctuaries varied ; some were safer 
than others. Sometimes the sanctity ex­
tended over a whole city. Sometimes only 
over a small area. In any case the altar was 
the most sacred spot ; it was greater sacrilege 
to strike down a refugee at the altar than at 
the edge of the holy precincts. Jewish 
scholars claimed that 44 Levitical cities had 
also besides the 6 the right of asylum ; and 
in the centuries just before Christ many more 
Syrian cities had some such sanctuaries.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON
In teaching this Lesson, locate, first of all, 

the Cities of Refuge (see map). Bring out— 
(1) that they were so situated that no district

was far from one or other of these cities (not 
more than thirty miles in any case' and (2) 
that they were Levitical cities, each iiaving a
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T '«If.

This passage gives us a glance into the 
state of society in far-off days, and the picture 
is encouraging. The law of revenge, an eye 
for an eye, and a life for a life, is a very ancient 
tradition, and we are now at the stage in 
Israel’s history when the people felt that the 
pitiless rigor of the old custom must be modi­
fied. What was uppermost in the minds of 
these people was the healthy conviction that 
every man was entitled to fair play. Hence 
the establishment of the “Cities of Refuge.” 
Here the innocent might find protection from 
the wild fury of the avenger.

The passage is rich in suggestiveness as to 
our proper treatment of those who are really 
innocent although outward appearances would 
pronounce them guilty. The surroundings, the 
ancestral blood, the ruinous education derived 
from parents, may account for many a young 
boy or girl’s downward career. We cannot 
free the person who has wilfully done the evil 
thing from responsibility, but we should be 
ready to look for all the factors that may 
hav- entered into his downfall. Then our 
blame will be tempered with mercy.

suburb of 2,000 cubits or a little over half a 
mile (Num. 35 :5), so that the refugees were 
not absolutely confined within the city walls.

Dr. Mackie gives the following interesting 
account of an Oriental city. “The chief fea­
ture was its wall. This gave it the right to 
be called a city, Lev. 25 : 30. The wall had 
one or more gates, which were closed from 
sunset to sunrise. The newspaper office and 
court of tribunal were found at the city gate 
by which strangers entered and the habitants 
went out to their daily occupations in the 
fields. Domestic news circulated round the 
fountain while the women waited their turn 
to fill the water jar. The bank was repre­
sented by the seat of the money changer.”

Another writer says, “The plan (namely 
of Cities of Refuge) did not result, as might 
be supposed, in giving these places a bad 
character by filling them with murderers. On 
the contrary, these six cities were of the high­
est rank in every way : they were all Levitical 
cities—Shechem and Hebron being royal 
cities, and Hebron, in addition, being a 
priestly city.”

THE LESSON APPLIED
It will be remembered that Shylock stood 

on the letter of the old ruling of Venice, and 
claimed the “pound of flesh” nearest An­
tonio’s heart, because the latter could not pay 
his debt of money. The picture of the old 
Jew is repulsive because Antonio’s intention 
was manifestly honest ; he intended to pay, 
but he lost all his treasures at sea, and was 
reduced to beggary. But Shylock is repul­
sive for another reason. The death of An­
tonio would do no good ; it would only glut 
the fierce appetite of the tyrant. Shakes­
peare, therefore, draws a portrait of Shylock 
at which we shudder.

The law of the ‘‘Cities of Refuge” was after 
all a very elementary regulation. It suggests, 
however, espec ially in these days, another 
and deeper matter : What should be our atti­
tude toward ‘he intentional criminal, the person 
or nation that deliberately sets out on the wrong 
career f Here we land in the science of 
criminology, we must ask : Do our prisons 
and penitentiaries exist merely to punish men 
for their evil, or is the restraint which must 
be exercised with a view to their ultimate
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redemption ? Surely the latter. As these 
notes are being written, the kaiser is a refugee 
in Holland. What shall be done with this 
troubler of the world’s peace ? Some people 
cry out, “Hang him.” We have to ask our­
selves as Christians whether the whole cause 
of human happiness and goodness will be 
advanced by this treatment or not. It is 
quite possible that it would be, but in any 
event it must not be prompted by the bloody 
and bestial passion of vengeance. Even the 
pagan Brutus said when plotting the assas­
sination of Csesar : "Let us be sacrificers, 
but not butchers.”

The commentary of Jesus on the old law of re­
venge should be noted. He tossed it aside as be­
longing to an outgrown stage of human history. 
In the Sermon on the Mount he declared that 
the savage decree, “an eye for an eye, and a 
tooth for a tooth,” belonged to the past. 
Men’s actions are to be governed by love if 
they would be his followers. This does not 
mean that evil is not to be "resisted,” and 
that we are to turn the other cheek to the

cruel smiter. These expressions of Jesus were 
simply the emphatic and rhetorical means by 
which he made plain to his hearers that the 
supreme law of conduct in our relation to 
others is to be love. It may well be that love 
often requires very stem measures of punish­
ment. Our perplexity in reading Jesus’ re­
nunciation of the law of revenge springs from 
our failure to seize on the spirit of his mes­
sage instead of the dead letter.

Lastly, the old story of the Cities of Refuge 
gives us just a hint of the attitude which the 
nations of the world are adopting toward one 
another. The greet War had this principle 
at its heart : the strong nation will be the 
refuge of the innocent and weak. Serbia and 
Belgium were in the way of the brigand Cen­
tral Powers, and were trampled into dust. 
But the Entente stood for their defence. 
More and more this principle cf justice and 
helpfulness will pervade life. The Christian 
chinch will come to feel the far-reaching 
character of this principle also, and the mis­
sionary cause will enlist fresh enthusiasm.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE ADULT DEPARTMËNT
Teacher,, in the Adult Department should study carefully the scholars' materials in the Home Study Quar­

terly or the Pathfinder.

Take a few minutes in order to bring out 
the outstanding events of the conquest of 
Canaan,—the crossing of the Jordan, the 
capture of Jericho, the first repulse at Ai 
owing to sin in the camp of Israel, the final 
capture of Ai, the campaign first in the south 
and then in the north. Review the victories 
of Moses and of Joshua, as they arc summed 
up in Josh., ch. 12. Remind the class of the 
division of the land among the twelve tribes. 
Now turn to the lesson.

1. The case of the unintentional offender, vs. 
1-4. There is one fact to be remembered if 
we are to understand the purpose of the set­
ting aside of these cities o. refuge, and that 
is the existence of the law of blood-revenge, 
going back to the earliest days. According 
to that law, when a man was killed it became 
the duty of the relatives of the man to slay 
his slayer. Point out that there were cases 
where grave injustice might easily be done. 
Every instance of one man slaying another is 
not an instance of wilful murder. Call at­
tention to the distinction made in our own

day between wilful murder and manslaughter. 
The institution of the cities of refuge gave an 
asylum for the man who had killed another 
unintentionally. Lay some emphasis upon 
the wisdom and humanity ef the provision.

2. The escape of the unintentional offender, 
vs. 5, 6. Call attention to the details of the 
procedure by which the unintentional offender 
secured his safety, the restraining of the 
avenger by the authorities, the provision by 
which the offender was to establish his inno­
cence, his sojourn in the city until the death 
of the high priest. Point out that the infer­
ence is that if a wilful murderer tried to take 
advantage of the Cities of Refuge, his guilt 
would be proved at the trial before the con­
gregation when he would be handed over to 
the avenger.

3. The cities selected, vs. 7-9. Let the 
teacher make use of a map in order to make 
clear to the class the situation of the six cities, 
two in the north, two in the south, two in the 
centre ; three to the west of the Jordan, three
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to the east. Have some one read Deut. 19 : 
3, and point out the suggestion that the roads 
to these cities were to be kept open. Remind 
the class that the distance to be covered by 
any offender would hardly exceed thirty miles. 
Point out, also, that this wise provision was 
evidently not abused, as none of these six

cities came to have an evil reputation. Ask 
the class whether they can find any lessons 
for our day in this ancient arrangement. 
This, at least, is to be emphasized,—that the 
community must be willing to recognize its 
responsibility for those who have -offended 
against the law.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE SENIOR DEPARTMENT
- chers in the Senior Department should study carefully the scholars' materials in the Home Study Quab-

The lesson may be introduced by some 
account of the custom of blood revenge, ac­
cording to which, if a person was killed, it was 
the duty of his nearest male relative to avenge 
his death. It was to prevent evils connected 
with this custom that the Cities of Refuge 
were provided.

After this introduction, the facts of the 
lesson may be elicited by taking up the fol­
lowing questions :

1. Who could find protection in the Cities of 
Refuge t Vs. 1-3. Call attention to the words 
“unawares and unwittingly,” making clear 
that the reference is to one who had killed his 
neighbor without having any intention of 
doing so. Show from Nüm. 35 :31, 32, that 
there was no shelter for a deliberate murderer ; 
lie must be put to death as a punishment for 
his crime. Discuss this method of securing 
justice, not hesitating to admit that it was 
crude and semi-barbarous. Show that God 
took peoples and customs as they were and 
gradually made them better.

2. How was the manslayer admitted to the 
City of Refuge t Vs. 4, 5. These two verses 
contain a series of four moving pictures. Each 
of these should be described by the scholars 
in succession : (1) The manslayer fleeing for 
his life from the avenger of blood. (2) His 
breathless arrival at the city gate and his 
statement of his case to the elders of the city, 
who were to be found assembled in the open 
space within the gate. (3) What they did 
for him. (These three pictures are all in v. 4.)

(4) The hot pursuit of the avenger ; his de­
mand for the giving up of the refuged, and the 
refusal.

3. How long did the manslayer remain in the 
City of Refuge f First, until there was time 
for him to have a fair trial before the “con­
gregation” or representatives of the people, 
to be set free, if found innocent of wilful 
murder, to be delivered up for punishment if 
found guilty. Next, after the trial, if it was 
found that the slaying was accidental and 
unintentional, until the death of the high 
priest. It was fair to punish the man, by 
keeping him away from his home and business 
for a time, because at least, he must have been 
guilty of passion or carelessness. At last, 
however, he was permitted to return.

4. Where were the Cities of Refuge t They 
should be pointed out on the map. The point 
to emphasize is, that there was a City of 
Refuge in every part of the country, so that 
no person, probably, lived more than 30 miles 
distant from one or other of them. It will be 
an interesting little bit of work for the scholars 
to draw a skeleton map of Palestine, with the 
Cities of Refuge located on it.

It would be sadly missing the opportunity 
of the lesson if the teacher did not treat the 
Cities of Refuge as a picture of Christ and 
his redeeming work. He is our refuge from 
the punishment justly due to our sin. Hymn 
162, in our Book of Praise, is one of the best 
comments on the lesson.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT
Teachers in the Intermediate Department should study carefully the scholars’ materials in the Intermediate 

Quarterly.

Though several walled cities were still held 
by the Canuanites the long campaign was 
ended. The land was divided and the Taber­
nacle was erected at Shiloh. Cities of Refuge

were chosen in different parts of the country.
1. A Way of Escape, vs. 1-3. Explain to 

the class the Eastern custom of blood revenge. 
It was a real step toward law and order. But
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it often caused grave injustice. Especially 
was this the case when a man killed another 
unintentionally. Did he thereby commit 
murder ? The avenger did not stop to ask 
any questions. At the first opportunity he 
drew blood for Moot). To prevent this a 
way of escape was provided by these Cities 
of Refuge.

2. Within the Gate, vs. 4-6. When the 
slayer reached a City of Refuge, he was at 
once brought before the judges. Describe a 
city gate with the seats on either side where 
the elders sat to judge all cases. Before this 
impartial court the man’s story was heard and 
judgment given. How could the man prove 
that he had not meant to kill ? If guilty of 
murder, he was delivered to the avenger. 
Otherwise, he was received into the city. 
How long must he remain there ? Ask the 
class how this would make the man see how 
serious it was to take life even by accident. 
Impress on the class the need of the greatest 
care with rifles, etc.

3. Where to Go, vs. 7-9. As the journey 
had to be made on foot it was necessary to 
have a city within reach. The cities were 
chosen so that it was not more than 20 or 30 
miles from any corner of the land to a place 
of refuge. Show the reason for choosing

cities on both sides of the Jordan valley. 
Some of these cities, Shechem and Hebron, 
figure prominently in later history.

The custom of blood revenge illustrates 
one way of dealing with injuries. Emphasize 
the difference between this and the way in 
which Jesus would have us treat those who 
injure us. Explain what the Fifth Petition 
of the Lord’s Prayer requirés of every one who 
really means what he says. Some are always 
finding slights and injuries where none were 
intended. Remember that most people how­
ever rough in manner are kindhearted and are 
more ready to help than to hinder others. 
We should be ashamed to play “cry baby” 
every time we feel hurt by the words or actions 
of others. Ten chances to one there was no 
intention to hurt us at all. Very few are bent 
on slighting others and hurting their feelings. 
Most people have enough to do to attend to 
their own business. If we are oversensitive 
and finding offence, where none was intended, 
we are handicapping ourselves. Who, start­
ing a race, would think of carrying a heavy 
club to keep others from treading on his toes ! 
Why then do we handicap ourselves in the 
race of life through foolish fears of others 
treading on our toes 7

FOR TEACHERS IN THE JUNIOR DEPARTMENT
Teachers in the Junior Department should study carefully the scholars’ materials in the Junior Quarterly.

Question the class on the main points of 
last Sunday’s lesson, and supply the events 
leading up to to-day's—how Joshua led the 
children of Israel into the Promised Land, 
how he had conquered numerous powerful 
enemies and divided the land among the 
twelve tribes of Israel.

Ask the scholars how many have ever taken 
part in a race and suggest the difference it 
would make if the race were a matter of life 
and death. Picture a wrongdoer running at 
full speed for a certain spot, with an angry 
pursuer trying to catch him in order to kill 
him and "get even” for the wrong he had 
done. Question as to the lawfulness of this 
sort of revenge and explain that in the early 
days when people lived in scattered tribes and 
without any general government to enforce 
law and justice, this was the only way in which 
crime could be punished. Hence it was the

custom in Joshua’s time for some relative of a 
man who had been killed to pursue the mur­
derer and kill him in punishment.

Discuss the disadvantages of this hasty 
method of revenge and see who can tell what 
better way was established at God’s com­
mand. Have the Cities of Refuge explained 
and the fact made clear that they were for the 
protection, not of deliberate wrongdoers, but 
of any who might have killed some one acci­
dentally, as v. 5 says, “unwittingly (explain), 
and hated him not before time.” Ask if it 
makes any difference whether a wrong is in­
tentional or accidental, and point out that 
what is in the heart is what really counts. If 
the heart is full of hateful, mean thoughts to­
wards any one, we are guilty of wrong even 
though we do not actually do them any harm.

Juniors, who are so often misjudged, can 
also appreciate the other side of the question,



172 March 16The Teachers Monthly

that God holds us responsible for our thoughts 
and intentions and overlooks our mistakes 
and accidental misdeeds. Ask if this means 
that we can be careless and irresponsible. 
Point out the statements of v. 6, that the 
accused man should answer to the charges 
against him at a fair trial, and that even if 
innocent he should not be allowed to return 
to his own home until after the death of the 
high priest then in authority. Show the 
wisdom of this rule, which would tend to make 
the people more careful and less likely to

have accidents happen that would endanger 
any one’s life.

Have the scholars locate on the map of 
Palestine the six Cities of RefUge, three on 
the west side of Jordan and three on the east, 
and comment on the af vantage of choosing 
places almost equi-dista it from one another, 
so that some one would be readily accessible 
to the people of each part of the country. 
Ask the scholars to take special note of the 
locations so they can place them correctly on 
the maps in their notebooks.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT
Teachers in the Primary Department should study carefully the scholars’ materials in the Primary Quarterly.

Aim of the Lesson To inspire the chil­
dren to be themselve., citadels of helpfulness.

Write these lines of Dr. Van Dyke’s upon 
the blackboard :

Blessed is the way of the helpers :
The companions of the Christ.

Introduction. The picture in the Roll 
will furnish an excellent introduction for this 
lesson. Arouse the children’s interest by 
means of a brief conversation, pointing out 
the priests waiting in the gateway, the fugitive 
and his pursuers. In some such way as the 
following describe the man’s frantic efforts to 
reach his haven :

Lesson Taught. One more hill ! If he 
can only make it ! If his breath will only 
last ! Gasping and panting the man strug­
gled on. He could hear his pursuers shouting 
behind him, and knew that they were gaining. 
But he would make it yet. He must.

Over the rocks—his head bent almost to 
his knees. But he was nearly there—ten 
more strides.

One—two—three—four—five—six ! Four 
more now ! And his breath was going ! 
Seven—eight—nine—and he threw himself 
inside the gates ! He was safe in the city of 
refuge. No one could touch him.

That was one of the rults God gave the 
children of Israel. Six of the cities in their 
new land should be set aside and called cities 
of refuge, cities of help. If a man did wrong, 
but did not mean to do it, he might run to 
one of those cities, and then he would be safe. 
Once inside, his pursuers could not touch him 
until it had been proved that he had done 
something wicked.

Dr. Van Dyke says, in his Out-of-Doors in 
the Holy Land, that on the way to Shechem, 
nestled away among the hills, he came across 
many beautiful flowers, mignonette, cycla­
men, hollyhocks, all growing wild.

The children’s imagination will readily pic­
ture the fields of flowers, the ripening grain, 
the olive orchards. Explain that it was the 
law in those days that the roads to the cities 
of refuge should always be kept in excellent 
condition so that nothing would hinder the 
fugitive. The children will be interested to 
know also that these six cities were so situated 
that some of them might be reached by a man 
in trouble after one day’s journey, no matter 
in what part of the country he might be at the 
time.

Concluding Thought. To-day God wants 
every city in the world to be a city of refuge, 
a city of help. He wants us to be just and 
•kind. Indeed each one of us might be like a 
city of help in our own selves. You know that 
Jesus, God’s Son, said : “Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me."

We are to remember, too, that, in time of 
trouble, God is our best help, the very best 
Refuge of all.

Biographical Illustration. Once upon 
a time Abraham Lincoln was out walking 
with some friends. Presently they missed 
him. When he rejoined them, they found 
that he had stopped to pick up two fledglings 
that had fallen out of their nest. He found 
the nest and put them carefully into it. “I 
couldn’t have slept if 1 hadn't,” he said aim-
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ply as he came hurrying back to his friends.

The following verses may be written on slips . 
of paper and given to six children who come 
to the front of the room and stand in a row to 
read. Or, as time will probably not permit 
the carrying out of all the suggestions given 
in this lesson, the teacher might select three or 
four of the verses and place on the blackboard 
to be read responsively by teacher and class :

First Child : “God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble.” 
Ps. 46 :1.

Second : “Oh, how great is thy goodness, 
which thou hast laid up for them that fear 
thee.” Ps. 31 :19.

Third : “O Lord, my God, in thee do I put 
my trust.” Ps. 7 :1.

Fourth : “Our fathers trusted in thee : 
they trusted, and thou didst deliver them.” 
Ps. 22 :4.

Fifth : “In thee, O Lord, do I put my 
trust.” Ps. 31 :1.

Sixth : “ For thou art my rock and my 
fortress.” Ps. 31 :3.

FROM THE PLATFORM

CHRIST OUR REFUGE
Tell the story of Luther’s agony on account of his sin, and his longing to be saved from 

its guilt and power. Recall his visit to Rome and his climbing of the Holy Staircase, said to 
have once formed part of Pilate’s house. Freedom from penance for a thousand years is 
promised to pilgrims who climb it on their knees. Luther began the ascent, repeating the 
usual prayers and hoping in this way to find peace ; but when he was half way up, he remem­
bered the text, “The just shall live by faith” (Rom. 1 :17). He rose from his knees, stood 
erect a moment, and then went down the stairs again. Like the manslayer, fleeing from the 
avenger of blood, he had found a Refuge (Print) from his sins in Christ (Print). He saw, 
that by simply trusting in Christ, he could be saved. Press home the truth that Christ is Our 
(Print) Refuge, that we, too, are saved by trusting in him. Sing, “Justas I am without one 
plea” (Hymn 151, Book of Praise).

lesson XII. ISRAEL WARNED AGAINST COMPROMISE March 23,1919 
Joshua 23 :1-13. Study Joshua 23 :1 to 24 :28. Scripture Memory Verses.

GOLDEN TEXT—Evil company doth corrupt good manners.—1 Corinthians 10 :83 (Rev. Ver.).
1 And it came to pass a long time after that the Lord 

had given rest unto Is'rael from all their enemies round 
about, that Josh'ua waxed old and stricken in age.

2 And Josh'ua called for all Is'rael, and for their 
elders, and for their heads, and for their judges, and for 
their officers, and said unto them, I am old ajid stricken

3 And ye have seen all that the Lord your God hath 
done unto all these nations because of you ; for the 
Lord your God t> he that hath fought for you.

4 Behold, I have divided unto you by lot these 
nations that remain, to be an inheritance for your 
tribes, from Jor'dan, with all the nations that I have

cut off, even unto the great sea westward.
5 And the Lord your God, he shall expel them from 

before you, and drive them from out of your sight ; and 
ye shall possess their land, as the Lord your God hath 
promised unto you.

6 Be ye therefore very courageous to keep and to do 
all that is written in the book of the law of Mo'ses, that 
ye turn not aside therefrom to the right hand or to the 
left ;

7 That ye come not among these nations, these that 
remain among you ; neither make mention of the name 
of their gods, nor cause to swear by them, neither serve 
them, nor bow yourselves unto them :
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8 But cleave unto the Lord your God, as ye have 
done unto this day.

9 For the Lord hath driven out from before you 
great nations and strong : but as for you, no man hath 
been able to stand before you unto this day.

10 One man of you shall chase a thousand : for the 
Lord your God, he it is that fighteth for you, as he hath 
promised you.

11 Take good heed therefore unto yourselves, that 
ye love the Lord your God.

12 Else if ye do in any wise go back, and cleave unto 
the remnant of these nations, even these that remain 
among you, and shall make marriages with them, and 
go in unto them, and they to you :

13 Know for a certainty that the Lord your God will 
no more drive out any of these nations from before you ; 
but they shall be snares and traps unto you, and 
scourges in your sides, and thorns in your eyes, until 
ye perish from off this good land which the Lord your 
God hath given you.

THE LESSON PLAN
I. Israel’s Dominion, 1-5.

II. Israel’s Duty, 6-11.
HI. Israel’s Danger, ia, 13.

HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS
M.—Israel warned against compromise, Josh. 23 : 1- 

13. T.—Defeat through compromise, 1 Sam. 15 : 10- 
23. W.—Warnings against evil companionships, Prov. 
1 : 7-19. Th.—Results of evil companionships, Judg. 
3 : 1-8. F.—A call to decision, Josh. 24 : 14-23. 8.— 
The decision on Mt. Carmel, 1 Kgs. 18 : 30-39. S.—

A prayer for deliverance, Ps. 3.
Primary Catechism—Our# 20. What does God do 

for you t A. God cares for me, and gives me all the 
good things of life.

Shorter Catechism—Review Questions 48-50. 
Lesson Hymns -Book of Praise: 264, 110, 255, 

260, 552, 251.
Special Scripture Reading—Ps. 1. (To be read

responsively or m concert by the whole School.)
Lantern Slide—For Lesson, B. 1021, Joshua Makes 

a Covenant with God. (Slides are obtained from the 
Presbyterian Lantern Slide Department, 96 Queen 8t. 
East, Toronto.)

THE LESSON EXPLAINED
Time and Place—Some years after Israel’s 

settlement in Canaan ; at Shechem, between 
Mts. Eb A and Gerizim.

Connecting Links—For a numbe’ of years 
after the division of the land, the people are 
represented as living under the rule of Joshua 
in peace and quiet, i nterrupted, however, by 
occasional wars with the native Canaanites. 
These wars, for a time, were practically at an 
end, ch. 21 :43-45. The tribes of Reuben 
and Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh were 
sent back to their territory on the east side 
of Jordan, ch. 22. When Joshua, who had 
grown to be a very old man, felt his end ap­
proaching, he summoned first the elders of 
the people, and then a public gathering of all, 
in order that he might speak to them his part­
ing words, as Moses had done before him, chs. 
23, 24. On each occasion he recalled the 
great things Jehovah had done for them, and 
urged them to remain true to him alone as 
their God. The lesson is taken from the first 
address.
I. Israel’s Dominion, 1-5.

Vs. 1, 2. A long time (Rev. Ver.); “many 
days.” In 11 :18 the same phrase implies a 
period of five or seven years. When the Lord 
had given rest (Rev. Ver.) ; from conflict with 
the Canaanites for the possession of the land. 
(Compare Ex. 33 :14 ; Deut. 3 :20 ; 25:19.) 
Joshua was old and well stricken in years (Rev.

Ver.) ; Hebrew, “advanced in days.” In ch. 
24 : 29, Joshua is said to have been 110 when 
he died. Called for all Israel ; represented 
by their rulers who are here enumerated 
Elders . . heads . . judges . . officers ; the men 
of position and influence in the religious and 
civil affairs of the community. Where the 
gathering was held we are not told. It may 
have been at Tim-nath-serah, the city given 
to Joshua (ch. 19 : 50), where he was buried, 
ch. 24 : 30. Or it may have been at Shiloh, 
where the Israelites assembled at the com­
pletion of the conquest of Canaan and erected 
the tabernacle, ch. 18 :1. I ajn old, etc. 
Joshua was “on the edge of the future life, on 
the eve of giving in his own account, in the 
crisis when men are more disposed to utter 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth.”

Vs. 3-5. All that the Lord your God hath done. 
The modest hero makes no mention of his 
own merits and exploits. AM these nations ; 
the nations inhabiting Israel, whom the Lord 
had driven out before Israel. Hath fought 
for you. The victories gained by Israel were 
due to the fact that God was their leader. 
I ; as the representative of Jehovah. Have 
divided unto you by lot. See ch. 18 :10. The 
nations that remain. Not only the nations 
which had been conquered, but also the 
remnants still unsubdued, were in the power 
of Israel. From Jordan ; Palestine’s great
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river. The great sea westward ; the Mediter­
ranean. The Lord your God, he shall expel 
them. What God had done in the past was a 
pledge of what ho would do in the future.
II. Israel's Duty, 6-11.

Vs. 6, 7. Be ye therefore very courageous ; 
“strong” or “firm.” Joshua gives the same 
exhortation to the leaders of Israel which he 
had received himself see ch. 1 :7). To keep ; 
treasured up in the heart and memory. To 
do ; put into practice in daily life. The book 
of the law of Moses. So Joshua himself had 
been enjoined to observe the law of God given 
through Moses. Turn . . not aside ; as from 
a straight and safe path. Come not among 
these nations. Israel is specially warned 
against intercourse with the heathen nations, 
and, above all, against taking any part in 
their idolatries. Make mention . . cause to 
swear . . serve their . . bow yourselves ; four ex­
pressions of worship, which the Israelites were 
forbidden to offer to heathen gods. Cleave 
unto the Lord ; be faithful to him in heart and 
deed. As ye have done. It is not enough to 
enter on the path of obedience to God ; we 
must walk in it to the very end.

Vs. 9-11. For the Lord. Joshua again re­
minds his leaders of the true source of their 
strength to whom they were indebted for their 
victories over the Canaanites. No man .. 
able to stand before you. The weakest servant 
of God is invincible because fighting for, him 
and in him is almighty power. One . . chase 
a thousand. Compare Judg. 3 : 31, 15 :15, 
2 Sam. 23 :8. Take good heed ; because of 
the many temptations to turn away from the 
right way. Love the Lord your God. If there 
is love to God in the heart, his service will not 
be an irksome task but a constant delight.
III. Israel’s Danger, 12, 13.

Vs. 12, 13. In any wise go back ; from 
steadfast obedience to the one living and true 
God. Cleave unto .. these nations ; make al­
liances with the surrounding heathen. Make 
marriages. These are objected to on religious 
grounds ; in the house of a mixed marriage,

the recognition of other gods than Jehovah 
could hardly be avoided. The Lord your God 
will no more drive out. Those who forsake 
God cannot expect to enjoy his protection and 
aid. Snares and traps. The reference is to 
the trap net of those days. This was made 
up of two parts, “which, when set, were 
spread out upon the ground and slightly fas­
tened with a stick, so that as soon as a bird 
or beast touched the stick, the posts flew up 
and enclosed the bird in the net, or caught 
the foot of the animal.” Scourges in your 
sides . . thorns in your eyes ; a vivid descrip­
tion of the evils which intercourse with the 
heathen would bring upon Israel. Until ye 
perish. Idolatry would bring destruction to 
Israel as it had to the Canaanites.

Light from the East
“Scourge in Your Sides”—That is what 

the Baals of the Canaanites were for Israel. 
Israel was drawn away from the simple and 
austere worship of the desert and took up 
with the splendid and ostentatious and im­
moral worship of the Canaanites. Israelites 
sacrificed and prayed at the old Canaanitish 
sanctuaries. They improved the old simpli­
cities with Canaanite rites. Stones and trees 
and springs sacred to the old inhabitants soon 
became suered to the sons of Jacob who set­
tled among them. The old holy places were 
notorious for drinking and prostitution, all 
in the name of religion ; the Israelites failed 
to stand out against these iniqu^ies. The 
religious history of Israel from the days of 
Joshua to the exile is the story of the long 
struggle between the religion of the Jehovah 
of Sinai and the religion of the Baals of 
Canaan. Men might profess to worship 
Jehovah, might bring offerings and tithes to 
Jehovah, might name Jehovah in their 
prayers, but if they worshiped him as a 
Canaanite worshiped his Baal it was nothing 
better than Baalism. Israel left the Canaan­
ites in the land (Judges 1 :1-25), and they 
became “a scourge in her side.”

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON
(See Sketch Map, Lesson XI.)

To-day’s Lesson is occupied with the vale sembled the tribes of Israel to hear the bless- 
und town of Shechcm. The vale lies between ings and the cursings of the law, Josh. 8 :30- 
Mts. Ebal and Gerizim, where Joshua as- 35. Canon Tristram says that “a natural
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amphitheatre exists at the base of Mount above us as we rode between them into out
Gerizim and exactly opposite in the base of camp on the edge of Nablus. We were travel-
Mount Ebal is a similar one, and that the ing southeast ; on our left, the north, was
voice may be easily distinguished from one Ebal, the mount of cursing ; on our right,
to the other. The natural features of these Gerizim, the mount of blessing. Red-roofed
two mountains are striking, Ebal being bare and sheltered in the valley between them,
and stony, while Gerizim is clad with ver- nestled the city that was Shechem. Through
dure." ' narrow streets and dark, damp alleys and

Mr. C. G. Trumbell, in A Pilgrimage to corridors, closed overhead like subterranean 
Jerusalem, gives the following description, passages, we were led on what must have been
Nablus being the modem name of Shechem : a walk of half a mile before we reached our
“Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim towered goal, the Samaritan synagogue."

THE LESSON APPLIED
The temptation ta compromise. Joshua 

founded his observations on personal experi­
ence and the eventful history of his people. 
As he cast his eye back over the long cam­
paign he knew that the Lord’s hand had been 
in it all, and that if the people forgot him in 
the days ahead disaster would overtake them. 
When Ahab, King of Israel, was too easy 
with Benhadad, King of Syria, the prophet 
denounced him because he had compromised 
with the foe of Israel. “Because thou hast 
let go out of thy hand the man whom I had 
devoted to destruction, therefore thy life shall 
go for his life, and thy people for his people.” 
(Rev. Ver.). The prophets and great teachers 
of Israel held up to their countrymen very 
positive standards. “Choose ye this day," 
cried Joshua. There was no compromise 
about Elijah. The story of the contest be­
tween himself and the priests of Baal on 
Carmel reveals him as a man who hewed to 
the line, regardless of consequences. “How 
long," he exclaimed, “halt ye between two 
opinions ? if the Lord be God, follow him ; 
but if Baal, then follow him.”

The same note was struck by the great 
prophets such as Amos, Isaiah and others. 
The story of the call of Amos to the prophetic 
office as given in ch. 7 of his book shows him 
to be a man who could not temporize with the 
divine word. And Isaiah condemned the 
mixing of “iniquity" and the “solemn meet­
ing.” The peril of compromise is that we 
yield finally to the lower influences.

Compromise brings its punishment. Paul 
put the matter very sternly to the Corin­
thians. He warned them that having been 
washed from their sins, they must not under

any provocation concern themselves again 
with the immoralities to which they had been 
accustomed. If they did they would cer­
tainly be taken captive again.

A recent illustration of this peril is to be 
found in the result of the initial act of violence 
committed by Germany. The Imperial 
Chancellor acknowledged that the invasion 
of Belgium was a crime, but that Germany 
would make amends when its objective had 
been attained. In other words, success was 
to shrive the guilty, and make evil good. 
But the result of that compromise with the 
principle of right has been the downfall of the 
criminal nation. It is the refusal to com­
promise that has saved the wjrld many times.

About B.C. 165, the Jews were being 
houpded to death by the cruel Emperor, An- 
tiochus Epiphanes, of Syria. He was deter­
mined to extirpate this pestilential sect and 
to establish heathenism in the land. The 
heathenism which he desired to establish was 
dressed out in attractive Greek garments, 
and many Jews yielded to the seductions of 
the new religion. But happily a noble band 
stood firm in their resistance. They said to 
one another, “Let us die rather than be dis­
loyal to our faith.” They held the line and 
triumphed. The last book of the New Testa­
ment was written to encourage the persecuted 
Christians. It is because of the faith, loyalty, 
and clear consecration to the most precious 
ideals, that the noblest have saved the world. 
Examples are Augustine, Luther, Calvin.

One can see at a glance the important 
bearing of this principle on the question of 
temperance. To dally with the drink traffic
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either as individuals or as a state is to incur deed say with the Psalmist : “If it had not 
the gravest dangers. The people of the dif- been the Lord who was on our side .. then 
ferent countries are coming to the conclusion the waters had overwhelmed us, the stream 
that the traffic must be destroyed “root and had gone over our soul.” 
branch,” that is the only safe plan. The hope of our country lies in the fidelity

Joshua shows us how to regard our present of our people to the religious ideals of life. 
dtlii'erance. He reviewed the past of his If we “cleave unto the Lord our God,” if we 
nation with the feeling of reverence, with the so live and plan that we may be sure that the 
conviction that God had guided the nation Lord “iff fighting” for us, then we shall 
and that he would continue to guide it if the achieve wonderful things. It is hopeless to 
people were faithful to him. There is always build the national fabric on trade statistics, 
«langer that in the hour of victory we should factories, militarism, or even on democracy, 
forget the source of our triumph. Lloyd We may flourish for a little, but the growth 
George spoke the right word when he bade will be unsound. Christian life is the rock 
the people of I-ondon rejoice. But he also on which we can build with confidence that 
said : “Let us thank God.” We should in- no storms shall destroy us.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE ADULT DEPARTMENT
Teachers in the Adult Department should study carefully the scholars* materials in the Home Study Qvar - 

tebly or the Path finder.

Two lessons ago we were thinking of the danger is that, while recognizing God’s hand 
beginning of the great task with which Joshua in the past, we should seem to take it for 
was entrusted. Now we are coming to the granted that the past has in some way ex- 
close of Joshua’s life when his task is finished, hausted the power and righteousness and love 
Chs. 23 and 24 contain the record of two of God.
farewell addresses given by Joshua. Point 2. A task for the future, vs. 4, 5. Joshua 
out that ch. 24 gives mainly a historical retro- evidently did not believe that God was con- 
spect, while ch. 23 deals more especially with fined to the past, and now he turns to a con- 
the political future of Israel. This will be a sidération of the task which remained to be 
good opportunity to secure from the class done. Point out that there was still a part 
some estimate of the character and achieve- of the land which had not yet been conquered, 
ments of Joshua. What suggestions have we That fact rather modifies such a statement as 
toward such an estimate in Josh. 11 :15, and is given in ch. 21 :43-45, unless these verses 
in Josh. 24 : 15? Quote : “Joshua sets refer to a much later time. Are there any 
before us the energy of faith which, grounding advantages in having unfinished tasks before 
itself on the promise of God, and trusting us ?
him, loyally addresses itself to the appointed 3. Conditions of success in the future, vs. 6- 
task.” 13. What straight course does Joshua mark

1. A review of the past, vs. 1-3. Why does out for the people as a condition of their 
the writer take the trouble to name the dif- success ? What were to be their relations 
ferent officials summoned by Joshua ? Does toi the natives of Canaan ? Why were such 
he wish to indicate the importance which strict measures necessary ? Remind the 
Joshua attached to these farewell words of class that one of the greatest temptations of 
his ? Point out how natural it was that the Israelites right down to the time of the 
Joshua should glance back over the past, and captivity was the temptation to idolatry, 
trace the hand of God in the experience of Was Joshua right in his contention that inter- 
Israel. Is there any religious value in the course with the people of Canaan would 
study of history ? Is it true that for the most undermine the loyalty of Israel to God ? Are 
of us, at any rate, there is a religious value in there certain people with whom we cannot 
a review of our own past experience ? Show afford to compromise ? Why ? Can we 
that it is often the case that our experience of afford to compromise with such a business as 
the past can work hope for the future. The the liquor traffic ? Why not ?



178 The Teachers Monthly March 23

FOR TEACHERS IN THE SENIOR DEPARTMENT
Teachers in the Senior Department should study carefully the scholars' materials in the Home Study Quar­

terly.

A good start for the lesson will be to tell 
the well known story of you "■g Coleridge Pat- 
teson, who afterwards became a bishop in 
the South Seas. As a boy at school in Eng­
land, he was a crack cricketer, and was 
greatly valued as a player in the School at 
eleven. One day at practice profane lan­
guage was used in his hearing. As soon as 
he got home he wrote a note to the captain, 
saying definitely that, if such language were 
permitted he would withdraw from the team. 
This firm stand put a stop to the profanity. 
The team could not do without so good a 
player.

Call for the Department title of the lesson, 
“Compromising with Evildoers,” and point 
out that this was wli it young Patteson would 
not do. Now turn to the lesson to discuss 
what it has to sa> n this subject. Bring out 
the circumstan -s of the Israelites. They 
were surroun d by evildoers,—nations 
amongst wh< i many wieked practices were 
common. he lesson suggests several rea­
sons why 1 id’s people should not compromise 
with their heathen neighbors,—should not 
allow emselves, that is, to share in, or, in 
the least degree, countenance, the evil doings 
of those about them. Take up these reasons 
one by one :

1. There was the warning of their great 
leader, Joshua, vs. 1-3. Picture the scene 
presented in these verses : Joshua, the brave 
soldier and great general, who had defeated 
the Amalekites (Ex. 17 :8-13), who, as Moses’ 
successor, had led his people safely through 
the Jordan (ch. 4 :14-17) and under whom 
they had gained victory after victory,— 
Joshua is now an old man and near the clow; 
of his life—gathers the leaders of the people

in a great assembly, to warn them against 
having anything to do with the wicked 
heathen surrounding them. So, it may be 
brought out, we have the warnings of parents, 
teachers, ministers and other wise friends 
against making friends and companions of 
those who would tempt us to indulge in evil 
of any kind.

2. A second reason was the inspiration of a 
glorious past, vs. 3-5. God had brought 
Israel out of Egypt, with its cruel bondage 
and bitter hardships, had guided and guarded 
them during their desert journey, had divided 
the Jordan before them to bring them safely 
into Canaan and had enabled them to con­
quer many enemies. Were they now going 
to turn away from God, to follow the example 
of their wicked neighbors in doing the things 
that God hated, the very things from which 
God was seeking to save them ?

3. The Israelites had a third reason against 
compromise in the pressing task that lay before 
them, vs. 6-10. The land was not yet wholly 
conquered. There were still many enemies 
to be overcome. If God’s people were to be 
victorious, they must take a firm stand against 
their foes, they must steadfastly obey God’s 
command, they must unflinchingly follow his 
leading. Go through these verses, picking 
out the many commands to complete separ­
ation from the heathen and entire devotion 
to God and his service.

4. A fourth reason lay in the consequences of 
compromise with the heathen, vs. 11-13. These 
arc plainly stated in v. 13.

Gather up and enforce the teaching that 
our highest safety and happiness lies in com­
plete separation from evildoers and their 
practices.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT
Teachers in the Intermediate Department should study carefully the scholars' materials in the Intermediate

Quarterly. •

The lesson is from the last words of Joshua. 
When it comes to his last day, one does not 
talk about trifles. Only the things nearest 
to one's heart are worth putting into words. 
Illustrate the last words of a parent or friend. 

1. Hitherto, vs. 1-3. Joshua has no cause

for regret as he looks back over the past. It 
is a splendid record of success. Under his 
wise anj brave leadership Israel has gained a 
finv looting in Canaan. They were no longer 
a homeless people. Neither walled cities nor 
great armies have been able to resist them.
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But Joshua sees in all this not a cause for 
pride but a mark of God’s favor. “ Hitherto 
hath the Lord fought for you.” That ex­
plains their victories. Give other examples 
to prove that the greatest men are the hum­
blest.

2. Henceforth, vs. 4-10. But the end is not 
yet. Ch. 13 :1-7 mentions many parts as 
yet unconquered. The land had been divided 
by lot in the faith that God would yet give it 
to Israel. But they must not worship other 
gods. All will be well if they continue in the 
path in which Joshua had started them. 
Jehovah will then be with them henceforth as 
hitherto. If they obey him no enemy will be 
able to stand before them.

3. A solemn warning, vs. 11-13. Words of 
warning are needed. Great temptations are 
before Israel. Show that “forewarned is 
forearmed.” What special dangers lay in 
living in the same home with Canaanites. 
Religion is always a family concern. It is 
there that its influence is felt the most. 
Joshua warns Israel to avoid every appear­
ance of evil. If they disregarded this warn­
ing they would be cast out of Canaan. They 
must avoid the dangerous company of those 
around them. This was the dying appeal of 
their soldier chief.

Emphasize the dangers that surround the 
scholars. Evil companions who will lead 
them astray. How often we lay the blame

for the ruin of a young life upon “bad com­
panions !” But each one chooses his or her 
friends. No choice in life is more important.

Bad books are as dangerous as evil com­
panions. There are so many good books ! 
In them we can converse with the great and 
good of the past and the present, the famous 
travelers, warriors and poets. We know their 
thoughts and hear them speaking. This 
choicest company is open to the very humblest 
boy or girl. Who will waste time over silly 
and evil books 7 These can easily be kept 
out if we only will. But they arc full of 
danger if we welcome them.

But even if we keep away from bad friends 
and books, we may still be letting evil thoughts 
into our mind. It is no easy task to guard 
our minds. Thoughts, fancies and feelings 
come without being prompted. Some say 
that it does not matter what they think so 
long as they do not do wrong. That is not 
true. Wrong thoughts are sinful. “As he 
thinketh ,n his heart, so is he.”

We are constantly beii^ tempted. Temp­
tation is not sin. We cannot prevent evil 
thoughts from buzzing around us but we can 
keep them from entering our hearts and mak­
ing a home there. The best way to do is to 
keep the mind filled up with good thoughts. 
“Keep thy heart with all diligence ; for out 
of it are the issues of life.”

FOR TEACHERS IN THE JUNIOR DEPARTMENT
Teachers in the Junior Department should study carefully the scholars' materials in the Junior Quarterly.

Ask the scholars if they know how a great 
many of our furs are secured and picture the 
life of the trapper in the northland. Describe 
how he sets his traps in places which the fur- 
bearing animals are likely to haunt, how he 
baits them with something that will tempt the 
unsuspecting victims and then how he cleverly 
conceals them so that they look quite inno­
cent and harmless. Along comes the hungry 
beast, scents the food, and not knowing the 
danger, walks right into the snare and is 
trapped.

Discuss the similarity of this to the way 
men are trapped by various temptations. 
Sometimes the wrong looks very harmless at 
first and even attractive and we walk right 
into it without stopping to think what we are

doing. But there is a difference between us 
and the animals—ask what it is. We have 
the advice and warning of those who know 
life better than we do and if we would only 
follow them we would not get caught in so 
many traps.

See if any of the scholars know what sinful 
trap the children of Israel were in danger of 
falling into and who warned them against it. 
How old was Joshua at this time (Josh. 24:29), 
and what parting message did he give the 
Israelites before he died ? Have the Juniors 
enumerate the past blessings of God which 
Joshua recalled (vs. 3, 4), and his promises for 
the future (v. 5), and what the Israelites must 
not do if they wished to have a continuation 
of God’s help. vs. 6-13.
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Centre the thought on v. 7, and ask what 
Joshua recommended as the best way to 
avoid wrongdoing—to keep away from it 
entirely and not let yourself become familar 
with it. Call for illustrations from the 
Juniors’ experience of unpleasant and dis­
agreeable things that have seemed less and 
less so by frequent contact and familiarity, 
and apply this principle from a temperance 
standpoint. Recall the scripture warning, 
"Look not uixm the wine when it is red," and 
show that there is danger even in looking at 
anything wrong.

Tell how a canary is taught to sing by being

put in a cage alone with a trained bird that is 
a beautiful singer, until by imitating the lovely 
music of the experienced one, the young 
canary develops a charming voice of his own. 
Similarly, it may be forcibly brought out that 
the companionships of life affect our develop­
ment and make it harder or easier for us to 
choose the right.

Point out that the Israelites had sufficient 
reason for being true to God after all he had 
done for them in leading them from slavery 
into this wonderful new land which he had 
giventhemfor an inheritance, andask if we have 
not just as great cause for faithfulness to him

FOR TEACHERS IN THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT
Teachers in the Primary Depart ment should study carefully t he scholars’ materials in the Prim a ry Quarterly.

Aim or the Lesson. To show the children 
that obedience is the way to keep away from 
trouble.

Introduction. Tommy and Ettand Chris 
were all out for a good time. Tommy and Ed 
were two small boys, and Chris was their dog, 
a big beautiful Saintnemard with long shaggy 
hair and soft brown eyes.

What good times the three always had ! 
Father often said, as he watched the big fellow 
harnessed to the express cart learned to 
“Whoa !” and “Get-up !” “That dog was a 
good buy for the boys.”

There was another thing father said : “You 
boys can go anywhere up the road or through 
the fields with Chris and your cart, but re­
member—not down by the trolleys.” You 
see, Tommy and Ed were very little boys.

They really had been very good about 
minding until this particular day I started to 
tell you about, when Dick Sloane came over 
to play. Dick was a boy mother didn’t like 
them to go with ; he sometimes used bad 
words that father and mother didn’t want 
them to learn. Tommy thought of this as 
Dick came running up the road, and then 
somehow he forgot.

“Here ! Gimme those reins an’ I’ll show 
you how a feller ought to drive !” Dick cried, 
snatching them out of Tommy’s hands. He 
gave Chris a cut with the whip that made him 
jump.

“You stop hitting my dog!” exclaimed 
Tommy, firing up.

“ Didn’t hurt your old dog !” Dick answered 
with one of the bad words mother hated. 
“Now you git in,” he went on. Tommy got. 
“An' we’ll be soldiers, an’ this’ll be an army 
wagon an’ Chris'U be an army mule. Hi ! 
Go long !” And before Tom or Ed could say 
Jack Robinson off they went.

Bumpity, bump, bump i.thcy rattled over 
the stones, past the big elm, past the wooden 
bridge, straight for the corner father had 
forbidden.

Around the curve they went, and then 
Dick’s face suddenly grew white with terror. 
But it was too late. Crash ! went the right 
wheel of an auto into the back of the express 
cart, and it was tossed like a leaf into the 
gutter, Tommy and Chris in a heap beside it. 
Dick lay very still a few feet away.

“Tommy's killed ! Tommy’s killed !” Ed 
had not been touched, and now he went 
screaming down the road.

Tommy wasn’t kil*ed, but it was a pale little 
boy who lay in the seat with Dick while the 
chauffeur rushed them home, and it was a bad 
hour they spent as cuts and bruises were ban­
daged. That night, as father kissed his boys 
good night and stroked Chris’s head, he said 
soberly, “That’s what comes of not minding 
about playing at the comer and going after 
bad company.”

“We didn’t go after Dick. He came after 
us,” answered Tommy.

“Same thing, son,” said father. “You

* 1
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could have walked the other way, you know." had done for them. Open your books and 
Lesson Taught. And now let us see what we will read some of them. (Individual 

General Joshua said long ago about keeping scholars read the sentences given in large 
bad company. print on the first page of the pupils’ lesson.)

Brave General Joshua had grown to be an And then Joshua said to the great throng
old man. He knew he was soon to leave these before him : “The Lord your God is a good
people whom he had led and loved, but before God. He has done all these wonders for you, 
he left them he had some last words to say. given you all these blessings. Whom then 
One day he gathered them all together and will you serve ? Choose !” Again open your 
began to talk to them. books and find out what the people answered.

“ Fear the Lord,” he told them. “ Love and All together—let us read ! just as though we 
obey him. Turn away from the wicked idols were those people. (The large print on the 
of the countries about you." “Worship the second page of the pupils’ lesson.)

' heavenly Father, the one true God.” You see the children of Israel learned that
Then Joshua went on and reminded them day to obey and keep dose to God—to keep

why they should worship the heavenly away from wrongdoing. What did Tommy 
Father ; he recalled the great wonders God and Ed learn ?

FROM THE PLATFORM

1 ytgainst 1,000
Recall the glorious story of how, early in the War, Lord French’s “contemptible little 

army,” as the then haughty German Kaiser called it, turned back the far outnumbering foe in 
their rush toward Paris. It did not seem as if that small British force had much chance 
against the huge German army attacking it, and yet the British won out against the Germans. 
Now our lesson tells us of wonderful victory which 1 (Print) may win Against (Print) 1,000 
(Print). How is this possible ? Bring out that it depends upon God’s fighting for the single 
combatant against his many foes. Impress the teaching that the secret of overcoming our 
foes,—temptations and difficulties—is to have God fighting for us. And this he will do, if 
only we put ourselves on his side.

Ivesson XIII. REVIEW-GOD'S HAND IN A NATION’S March 30, 1919
LIFE

TO MAKE READY FOR THE REVIEW—The scholar should read over each lesson 
carefully, and know by heart the Lesson Title and Golden Text. Scripture Memory Passages, 
Primary Catechism (Questions 1-20), Shorter Catechism (Questions 39-50), should be revised.
OOLDEN TEXT Righteousness exalteth a natlcm but tin Is a reproach to any people —Proverbe

Read Joshua 24 : 14-28.

HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS
M.—Pharaoh oppresses Israel, Ei. 1:6-14. T.—Israel delivered from Egypt. Ex. 15: 1-11. W.—Israel 

fed in the wilderness, Ex. 16 : 13-21. Th.—-Israel taught at Sinai, Ex. 20 : 1-17. F.—Joshua the new leader, 
Jneh. 1 : 1-9. 8.—God’s unfailing goodness, Joeh. 23 : 5-14. B.—Joshua’s last charge, Jo •! .24 22-3.1.
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Prove from Scripture—That all nation* shall worship God.
Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise : 22, 13, 17, 19, 549, 23.
Special Scripture Beading—Ps. 23. (To be read responsively or in concert by the whole School.)
Lantern Slides —Use all the slides for the Quarter. (Slides are obtained from the Presbyterian Lantern 

Slide Department, 96 Queen St. East, Toronto.)

THE QUARTERLY REVIEW
FOR THE SENIOR AND ADULT DEPARTMENTS: Providence in History
Begin the Review by laying emphasis upon the great importance of the period of Israel’s 

history which we have been studying. The escape from Egypt gives the nation an oppor­
tunity to live an independent life of its own. The circumstances of the Exodus are such as 
to impress the people with a sense of God’s guidance and power. The wilderness experience 
is not without its good results in the development of the national life. And then with the 
conquest of Canaan the nation takes possession of a land of its own. Encourage the class to 
see how God’s hand is evident in all this history. Inasmuch as two-thirds of the lessons of 
the Quarter have been taken from the Book of Exodus, quote this comment on the book : 
“Nowhere else save in the Christian revelation is there to be found so sublime a conception 
of the nature of God, or a loftier and purer idea of morality as springing out of man’s rela­
tionship to him.” The Review will very naturally fall into three parts :

The Exodus from Egypt 
Lessons I., II., III., IV.

Remind the class of the circumstances under which the children of Israel went down to 
Egypt What causes contributed to change their peaceful and happy life there into a life of 
virtual slavery ? What defence would the Egyptians have offered for their harsh treatment 
of Israel ? Gather a few suggestions as to our duty toward foreigners who come to live in 
our country. Is it true that most national deliverances have come through the consecrated 
activity of heroic leaders ? Whom did God raise up to lead in the deliverance of Israel ?

• What were Moses’ qualifications for his task ? Point out that the most of the tasks which 
God gives men to do require a period of preparation. What promise did God give for the 
encouragement of Moses ? If we arc doing God’s work, can we count on God's presence 
with us ? How was Pharaoh persuaded to let Israel leave Egypt ? What was the signi­
ficance of the Passover feast ? How did God become the strength, and the song, and the 
salvation of his people (Ex. 15 :2) at the Red Sea ?

The Life of Israel in the Wilderness

Lessons V., VI, VII, VIII.

Call attention to the tremendous problem of providing food for any army on the march. 
How was the problem solved in the case of the Israelites ? Was the hoarding of food pos­
sible ? Is it true that all our food comes from God even to-day ? Speak of the simple duty 
of thanking God for our daily bread. Call attention to a second problem confronting Moses,— 
the problem of organization. Who helped Moses to solve that problem ? Wrhat useful 
suggestions did Jethro make ? Under what circumstances is it the part of wisdom to accept 
advice that is offered to us ? Jethro’s advice had to do with the appointment of judges. But 
the office of a judge would be of little account without a body of proper legislation. Call 
attention to the fact that Moses’ place in history is largely that of a great legislator. Where 
do we find the heart of the Mosaic legislation ? Into what two parts do the Ten Command­
ments naturally divide themselves ? What is the right relation between religion and morality ? 
Can one really do without the other ? Recall the foolish idolatry of Israel in the wilderness. 
To what punishment did they lay themselves open ? How did Moses show the real unsel­
fishness and nobility of his character at this crisis ?
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The Conquest of Canaan 
Lessons IX., X., XI., XII.

How did Moses prepare for the invasion of Canaan ? What interfered with the immediate 
invasion of the land ? Do we often fail for lack of courage ? What relation does faith bear 
to courage ? Who was chosen to succeed T foses as leader of Israel ? Question the class as 
to the qualities of Joshua, and remind them of the promises which were made to him as he 
took up his heavy responsibility. What was the object of providing the six cities of refuge 
in Israel ? Was this a wise provision ? What warning did Joshua give in his farewell mes- 
,-agc regarding the relations of Israel to the inhabitants of Canaan ? Why was it a necessary 
provision ? What evil results followed later from the neglect of this warning ? Does God 
still reward and punish the nations ?

THE QUARTERLY REVIEW
FOR THE INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT : God’s Hand in Israel’s H story
Take up the Quarter’s lessons from this point of view of God’s hand working in Israel's 

history : first, against Pharaoh’s hand, and then by means of the hand of Moses and of Joshua.
I. Out of Pharaoh’s Hand, Lessons I.-IV. Pharaoh (lesson I.) held Israel helpless 

in his mighty hand, and at will could crush her in his iron grip. But there was a mightier, 
though an unseen, hand. In his purpose to deliver Israel, God prepares and preserves the 
future deliverer. After long years we see (lesson II.) the hand taking Moses from behind 
his flock (compare Amos 7 :15) and bringing him back to Egypt. Mention the plagues. The 
word means, strokes. These were strokes of God’s hand. At last Pharaoh’s hand relaxed 
its grip, and Israel was permitted to leave. The Passover (IiCsson III.) reminded Israel how 
they were spared on that last terrible night when the flower of Egypt’s manhood was struck 
down. Lesson IV. records Pharaoh’s last attempt to close his fingers around Israel, and the 
wonderful escape of God’s people. Now they were free. It was all the working of God’s 
hand. Recall the song of Thanksgiving in Ex. 15.

II. By Moses’ Hand, Lessons V.-IX.
Providing (Lesson V.). God, as Father of Israel (Ex. 4 : 22) provides for their bodily 

needs. When they complain to Moses, God tells him what they are to do. Thus manna and 
quails are secured for food.

Preparing (Lesson VI.) Moses would not always be with them. Jethro saw that others 
must be trained and prepared to carry on his work. Acting on his advice, the heavy task of 
judging Israel was partly lifted from Moses. His special work was to represent God to the 
people and the people to him.

Protecting (Lesson VII.). Up in the mountain Moses was given the two tables of the 
Law to bring to the people. These ten words protected the rights of God and man. It is 
the duty of all to safeguard these rights, hence the need of the eomrpandmcnts.

Pardoning (Lesson VIII.). Through Moses’ prayer comes Israel’s pardon. This lesson 
shows clearly the place of Moses between God and the people.

Punühing (I.esson IX.). Because of Israel’s cowardice and lack of trust in God, only 
two men were permitted to enter the Promised Land. The loss of Canaan was their punish­
ment. Fatigue and perils of the wilderness added to it and made it more bitter.

III. By Joshua’s Hand, Lessons X.-X1I.
Conquering (Lesson X.). A soldier’s hand is henceforth to lead Israel. This is not the 

rule of the “mailed fist.’’ Israel could never have conquered Canaan without such a leader. 
Joshua was victorious because God was with him.

Conserving (Lesson XL). Toward the close of the conquest a very needed reform was 
made. Much innocent blood was being shed by the practice of blood revenge. The Cities 
of Refuge controlled this ancient custom, and many lives were saved from the hand of the 
avenger of blood. Conserving life is even more important than conserving food. “Life is 
more than food.”

'
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Counseling (Lesson XII.). Joshua’s last words were a warning from God. God still 
sp< aks in the adviee of parents and older friends, whieh the scholars may be inclined to dis­
regard. But be not deceived, “ Bad company is the ruin of good character.”

What is the Golden Text for the Quarter? Refer to Kipling's words, ‘‘Lord God of 
Hosts, be with us yet, lest we forget.” Have the scholars learn from this Quarter the truth 
of Josh. 4 :24 ? Quote also : “My times are in thy hand," Ps. 31 :15.

THE QUARTERLY REVIEW
FOR THE JUNIOR DEPARTMENT : From Egypt to Canaan

The teacher in the Junior Department may begin the Review iÆsson, by recalling rapidly, 
and in large outline, the story of the Israelites, beginning with their departure from Egypt 
and closing with their settlement in Canaan. The following are suggestions as to the main 
[joints in each lesson. The aim of the teacher should be, as far as possible, to have the scholars 
t hemselves tell the story under his guida ice.

Lesson I. Pharaoh Oppresses Israel. Exodus 1 :8-14 ; 2 :1-8. Pharaoh’s op­
pression of the Israelites in the hope ui reducing their numbers and the failure of this plan ; 
Moses’ danger anil deliverance. What is the Golden Text ? Who were the “needy” in the 
lesson? Who was the “oppressor ?”

Lesson II. Moses the Leader of Israel. Exodus 3 : 1-12. Where was Moses when 
God appeared to him ? What was Moses doing ? To what new wrork did God call him ? 
What is the Golden Text ? What is it to be “faithful ?"

Lesson III. The Passover. Exodus 12 : i-14. What is meant by the “Passover?” 
Who were saved on the night of the first Passover ? Who were destroyed ? How were the 
Israelites saved ? What is the Golden Text ? Why is Christ called our Passover ?

Lesson IV. Israel Crossing the Red Sea. Exodus 14 :21 to 15 :2. What is the 
Golden Text ? Tell about the danger of the Israelites. How were they enabled to cross 
the Red Sea ? What happened to the Egyptians ?

Lesson V. The Giving of the Manna. Exodus 16:11-18, 31-35. Describe the 
sending of the quails and the manna. What was the manna like ? For how many years 
was it sent ? Repeat the Golden Text. From what prayer is it taken ?

Lesson VI. Jethro’s Counsel. Exodus 18 :12-26. Who was Jethro ? What advice 
did he give to Moses ? Whom did Moses get to help him ? What is the Golden Text ? 
What burdens of others can we bear ?

Lesson VII. The Ten Commandments. Exodus 20 :1-17. Repeat the Ten Com­
mandments. To whom were they given, and where ? What is the Golden Text ? Show 
that the Commandments are fulfilled by loving God and one’s neighbor.

Lesson VIII. Moses Praying for Israel. Exodus 32 :7-14. What had the Israel­
ites done that was wrong ? What did God say that he would do to them ? What would he 
do for Moses ? How did Moses act ? What was the result of his prayer ? Repeat the 
Golden Text.

Lesson IX. The Report of the Spies. Numbers 14 :1-10. What were the twelve 
spies sent to do ? What report did ten of them bring back ? What was the report of the 
other two ? How did the people act ? How were they punished ? What is the Golden 
Text ?

Lesson X. Joshua, Patriot and Leader. Joshua 1 :1-9. Whose place did Joshua 
take ? What was he to do ? What did he require to be ? Repeat the Golden Text.

Lesson XI. The Cities of Refuge. Joshua, Ch. 20. What were the Cities of Refuge 
used for ? How many of them were there ? F>om what is Jesus our refuge ? What is the 
Golden Text ?

Lesson XII. Israel Warned against Compromise. Joshua 23 : 1-13. What warn­
ing did Joshua give to the Israelites ? Repeat the Golden Text. What does it teach us 
about choosing companions ?



1919 Review—God’s Hand in a Nation’s Life 185

THE QUARTERLY REVIEW
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT : How Qod Led His People

Aim op the Lesson : (1) To give the Quarter’s Review ; (2) to i how that God’s 
guidance in the lives of the children of Israel, and in the lives of the childrer of to-day, is like 
the guidance a shepherd gives his sheep.

The Review

After a rapid review of the Picture Rolls, the following questions (written during the 
week on slips of paper) may be placed in a row along the edge of the table and the children 
allowed to take one in turn (not to choose in this cast) as they march past. Have the children 
then stand in two lines facing each other. Each child in turn reads his question aloud, and 
calls on the child opposite to answer. If this child cannot answer, the teacher calls for volun­
teers.

1. What little boy was found in a basket on the river bank ? 2. When Moses grew to 
be a big boy where did he go to live ? 3. Who was Pharaoh ? 4. Why did Moses leave the 
palace when he grew to be a man ? 5. X >'hat did God tell Moses to do the day he spoke to 
him from the burning bush ? 6. How did God help the Israelites across the Rod Sea ? 7. 
How did God feed the Israelites while they were in the Wilderness ? 8. Recite the Fourth 
Commandment. 9. Recite the Fifth Commandment. 10. Why did the Israelites have to 
stay forty years in the wilderness instead of two ? 11. Who was Joshua ? 12. How did 
God help the Israelites across the river Jordan ? 13. How did God help the Israelites to
take the city of Jericho 7

Introduction. Last Sunday you heard how Joshua reminded the Israelites of all God 
had done for them, how he had led them as tenderly and lovingly as a shepherd leads his little 
sheep, how he had given them at last the Promised Land. Then Joshua bade his followers 
choose whom they would serve, the good God who had hei led them, or the helpless images 
worshiped by the people of the strange countries round about. And you remember, too, you 
all read aloud the promise the children of Israel gave, WE WILL SERVE THE LORD (Print 
on board).

The Day’s Lesson. Perhaps you will understand a little better how the children of 
Israel were led by the Good Shepherd, after we have heard som< mg of the way sheep are 
cared for in the land of Syria, the same land where Joshua and the children of Israel lived so 
long ago.

(Sheep-raising is carried on in Syria to-day in practically the same manner as in Bible 
times. Early each morning the shepherd goes to the fold where his flock, along with others, 
has been left for the night in the care of watchmen. High walls surround the fold with a 
thicket of brambles on top, an added precaution against night prowlers. The shepherd im­
mediately calls his sheep—no matter how large the flock he knows each one by name, Curly 
Horn, Swift Foot, One Ear, and so forth, and they come at his call. They start out for the 
day.

The flocks are never left to graze alone as they are in this country. The hills are rocky 
and wild and dangerous, sometimes quite bare of grass for long stretches, and the sheep must 
often wander for miles in search of pasturage. And all the way the shepherd goes before and 
leads them, never drives. He does this to protect his charges from wild beasts.

Securing water is a serious question for the Eastern shepherd. He knows that before 
nightfall the flock must have their fill ; he must therefore either stay near one of the well- 
known sheep wells, or find a brook.

At nightfall the shepherd leads his sheep back to the fold. The door is shut and barred, 
and they are safe for the night.)

Because we trust our Shepherd, who is leading the children of to-day as he led those 
children of Israel so long ago, we are going to make our promise, WE WILL SERVE THE 
LORD.
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AMONG THE BOOKS

We will mill to your address any book mentioned In the Teicher» Monthly, on receipt of price 
due 10c. postage. If postage is found to be less thin 10c. balance will be returned to sender. Address 
l. Douglas Fraser, Presbytirlin Publications, Toronto.

Ambassador Morgenthau’s Story, by Henry 
Morgenthau, Formerly United States Am­
bassador to Turkey (McClelland and Stewart, 
Toronto, 407 pages, $2.00), takes a high place 
as an authoritative source of information on 
the courses and progress of the great War, 
and is, at the same time, an entrancingly in­
teresting book. In the account of his con­
stant official and friendly intercourse with 
Wagenheim, the German ambassador to Con­
stantinople, is revealed the secret of the in­
fluence which Germany's militaristic leaders 
had acquired in all countries,—all with a view 
to the War which, according to Wagenheim’s 
own confession, they deliberately resolved, 
on July 5th, 1914, to precipitate on the world. 
The account of Talaat and Enver shows how, 
with a cynical indifference to all moral and 
humanitarian considerations, Germany de­
liberately encouraged and abetted all sorts 
of crimes to further her dialxdical purposes. 
From this book, we learn, too, how Germany 
strangled Russia's military power by closing 
the Dardanelles ; how Germany forced 
Turkey into the War ; how the Allied Fleet 
abandoned the attack on the Dardanelles 
just as Constantinople had arranged to yield ; 
how Germany attempted to stir up a holy 
war of tlirce hundred million Mohammedans 
against the Christian world ; and, perhaps 
the darkest of all Germany’s numberless 
crimes, how they refused to interfere when 
Turkey was deliberately murdering more 
than a million Armenians and Greeks. A 
tragic episode in Mr. Morgenthau’s story is 
the sudden death of Wagenheim, immediately 
after his refusal of the American ambassador's 
request to interfere for the protection of the 
Armenians. It would appear that this was 
practically the last official act of the repre­
sentative of the crudest autocracy of all 
history.

“The Triumph of the Doctor” is the sig­
nificant title of the opening chapter in The 
Doctor in War, by Woods Hutchinson, M.D. 
(Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston and New 
York, Thomas Allen, Toronto, 480 pages, 
$2.50 net). It was the victories won by the 
medical service over the diseases that were a 
worse peril to the soldiers than the bullets of 
the enemy and over conditions that gave to 
wounds more than half their terror, which 
made possible the victories in the field. Dr.

Hutch1, son’s book is the story, written in a 
clear and vigorous style, of what he saw and 
learned during a period of nearly a year spent 
in studying the work of the medical and 
sanitary service at the front. It is the work 
of a first class authority, and is, at the same 
time, written so as to win and hold the in­
terest of the non-technical reader.

The Education of the New Canadian, by
J. T. M. Anderson, M.A., LL.B., D.Paed. 
(J. M. Dent & Sons, Toronto, 271 pages, 33 
full page illustrations, $2.50), is a careful study 
of a practical and observant educator. The 
author is Inspector of Schools, at Yorkton, 
Saskatchewan, a province where the oppor­
tunities are almost uniquely abundant, for 
the study of non-English incomers, and the 
making of them into real Canadians. The 
frontispiece is a markedly vigorous and inter­
esting young girl of say eighteen : “Her 
mother was a Russian, her father a Serbian, 
she herself was born and educated in Canada. 
She represents a fine type which is resulting 
from the proper education of the younger 
generation of the foreign immigrants.” The 
author's hope is in the young. They can be 
moulded ; indeed they are eager to learn and 
practise things Canadian. After introductory 
chapters in detail on Canada and its cos­
mopolitan population, the problem of the 
education of these varying foreign elements is 
fully discussed in :ts various practical aspects, 
and with valuable record of experiences and 
methods, and results. The problem is by no 
means a simple one. The Western Provinces 
are wrestling with it, as they can. The War 
conditions have not made it easier ; but it is 
a problem fascinating, interesting and of ex­
ceeding importance ; so that, to the general 
reader, as well as the professional educator, 
Dr. Anderson’s carefully written volume will 
prove of considerable value.

Marian Keith’s new book, In Orchard Glen 
(McClelland and Stewart, Toronto, 274 pages. 
$1.50 net), has received a warm welcome, and 
will enhance the reputation of this favorite 
Canadian writer. The story moves in the 
circles of country and village life in Northern 
Ontario, which the author knows so well, and 
into the every day experiences of which she 
enters with "such wholehearted sympathy. 
How the great War touched the quiet com-
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BOOKS OF
MOKNINO FACES

By the Rev. Geo. McPherson Hunter. 
Stir and movement abound in these enter­
taining and helpful talks to children.
Cloth, net $1.86, postpaid.

THE OTHER SIDE OF THE HILL 
And Home Again
By F. W. Boreham. Full of suggestive, 
stimulating, original, and striking ideas.
Cloth, net $1.86, postpaid.

THE ROMANCE OF WESTERN CANADA
By R. G. MacBbth, author of “The Making 
of the Canadian West,” etc.
Cloth, net $1.60, postpaid.

PRAYERS FOR USE IN HOME, SCHOOL 
» AND SUNDAY SCHOOL
For Little Folk and Young People. Se­
lected and arranged by Frederica Beard. 
A beautiful collection of Prayers.
Cloth, net 66 cents, postpaid.

A CRY FOR JUSTICE
A Study in Amos. By J. E. McFadyen, 
D.D.
Cloth, 76 cents net, postpaid.

THE CHURCH AND THE MAN
By Donald Hankey, author of “The Stu­
dent in Arms," etc.
Cloth, 60 cents net, postpaid.

FI GETTING FOR FAITH
The Justice of Our Fight the Reasons for 
Our Faith. By the Rev. Geo. F. Pente- 

. coot, D.D. A timely book for the war­
worn.
Cloth, $1 60 net, postpaid.

WHY CHRISTIANITY DID NOT PRE­
VENT THE WAR

By Isaac J. Lansing, D.D. A book to re­
establish faith and confidence in the sove­
reignty and love of God.
Cloth, $1.60 net, postpaid.

PAUL'S JOY IN CHRIST
Studies in Philippians. By A. T. Robert* 
son, M.A., D.D.
Cloth, $1.86 net, postpaid.

THE SECOND LINE OF DEFENSE
By Margaret Slattery. A patriotic plea 
for the men and women of to-morrow.
Cloth, $1.00 net, postpaid.

GUIDING BOYS OVER FOOL HILL
By A. H. McKinney, Ph D., D.D. Studies 
in Adolescense. <
Cloth, $1.86 net, postpaid.

FIVE YOUNG MEN
By Chas. Reynolds Brown. Messages of 
Yesterday for the Young Men of To-day.
Cloth, 76 cents net, postpaid.

INTEREST
CHILDREN'S MISSIONARY STORY- 

SERMONS
By Hugh T. Kerr, D.D., author of Chil­
dren’s Story-Sermons.
Cloth, $1.16 net, postpaid.

THE IMPERIAL HOPE
By H. Pierson King. A Reste cement of 
the Doctrine of the Return of Jesus Christ.
Cloth, $1.00 net, postpaid.

THE MODERN SUNDAY SCHOOL 
And Its Present-Day Task

By Henry Frederick Cope.
Cloth, $1.16, postpaid.

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER MAG­
NIFIED

By J. B. Tidwell, D.D. A work which out­
lines with skill and sureness the qualities, 
equipment and sources of inspiration neces­
sary to successful Sunday School teaching.
Cloth, 76 cents net, postpaid.

THE CHILDREN’S YEAR
Fifty-two Five-Minute Talks with Jhildren. 
By Walter Russell Bowie, D.D.
Cloth, net $1.00, postpaid.

THE TEACHER TRAINING CLASS
How to Conduct It 

By Emilie F. Kearney.
Cloth, 76 cents net, postpaid.

THE REAL KEY TO CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
By Richard L. Swain. The “ABC." of 
Christian Science and Wherein It Fails.
Cloth, 60 cents net, postpaid.

FOR THE CHILDREN’S HOUR
By Stuart Nye Hutchison, D.D. The 
high standard reached in the author’s former 
book, “ The Soul of the Child,” is fully main­
tained in the present volume.
Cloth, $1.00 net, postpaid.

THE BREATH IN THE WINDS
And Other Sermons

By Rev. Frederick F. Shannon, author of 
“The Soul’s Atlas,” etc.
Cloth, $1.00 net, postpaid.

THE GENERAL EPISTLES
An Exposition. B’> Charles R. Erdman.
Cloth, 60 cents and postage 6 cents.

FIFTY-TWO STORY TALKS TO BOYS 
AND GIRLS

By the Rev. Howard J. Chidley. A book 
of absorbing interest.
Cloth, 76 cents, postpaid.

THE STORY OF JOSEPH
Read for Its Practical Lessons. By the 

Rev. J. R. Miller, D.D.
Cloth, 40 cents and postage 7 cents.

Upper Canada Tract Society
JAS M ROBERTSON, Depositary 8 RICHMOND STREET EAST, TORONTO

Please mention The Teachers Monthly when writing to advertisers
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munity and brought to light, both in its men 
and women, capacities for heroism before un­
suspected, is described with a true feeling for 
the real motives that sent Canadians into the 
great conflict. In Christina Lindsay is em­
bodied a spirit of self-sacrifice,—the result, in 
her case, of self-conquest won by being fought 
for—common,—but not therefore less beauti­
ful—in many Canadian country homes, and 
the story of her love for Gavin Hume and his 
for her enhances the charm of this altogether 
delightful book.

The scene of The Three Sapphires, by W. A. 
Fraser (McClelland and Stewart, Toronto, 
321 pages, $1.50 net), is laid in India. It is 
necessary to Prince Ananda’s plan to foster 
a rebellion against England and make himself 
a great ruler, that he obtain the three sacred 
sapphires, with their miraculous powers, also 
some papers stolen from the father of Lord 
Victor Gilfain, a young English visitor in 
India. He is assisted in his unscrupulous 
designs by Dr. Boelke, a German agent. De­
velopments are closely watched by Lord 
Victor’s companion, who is in reality a secret 
service man. How the prince and Herr 
Boelke an; frustrated in their plans makes a 
very exciting story, rendered even more thrill­
ing by adventures with the jungle animals. 
We are kept in suspense until almost the end 
as to the identity of the girl who rides the 
grey stallion, and the reason for her presence 
among the conspirators. With the explana­
tion of these things comes her love story which 
has been kept for the last.

Virginia Molson breaks off her engagement 
with Dr. Paul James, the hero of Dr. Paul, by 
Ethel Penman Hope (McClelland and Stewart 
Toronto, 235 pages, $1.50 net), because she 
fears his inherit«l taste for liquor will mean 
much unhappiness in their married life. Dr. 
Paul, who is an exceptionally clever surgeon, 
fights hard against this tendency, even when 
he is plunged into black despair by the loss 
of the use of his right arm. In his country 
home, he is visited by two young cousins, 
Betty and Robin, who meet and have a 
romance of their own, in spite of the difficulties 
thrown in their way by the strange rules of 
the establishment, which they call the House 
of Mystery. Because of these rules, Virginia, 
as Dr. Paul's housekeeper, is able to be near 
him in his struggle, without his suspecting the 
identity of the Woman in Charge. The 
music, the laughter an<j the love of Betty and 
Robin have a softening effect on Dr. Paul’s 
cynical attitude towards the world in general 
and womankind in particular, and when Vir­
ginia comes to him during his last fight with 
his enemy, their reconciliation is complete.

Common Cause, by Samuel Hopkins Adams 
(Houghton Miffin Co., Boston and New York,

Thomas Allen, Toronto, 468 pages, $1.50 net), 
has for its sub-title, A Novel of the War in 
America. The scene is laid in one of the 
American cities of the Middle West, in which 
a large pro]>ortion of the population is German. 
The time is four or five years before the entry 
of the United States into the War. On the 
basis of facts gathered in a thorough investi­
gation, the author depicts the systematic 
nurture and development of pro-German 
sentiment. One girl and a young journalist 
alone maintain their patriotism against this 
pro-Germanism and the story of their strug­
gle and levé has an abiding human interest 
which still makes its appeal, even though 
hyphenated Americanism is a memory and the 
War is won and over. The book is illustrated 
by Arthur William Brown.

As a sequel toMauriceMaeterlinck'scharm- 
ing story, The Bluebird, comes The Betrothal 
(McClelland and Stewart, Toronto, 221 pages, 
$1.50 net), in which the sturdy little hero, 
Tyltyl, now almost grown up, follows his old 
friend Fairy Berylune in search of a sweet­
heart. In the journey through the realms of 
space with his old fairy friend, visiting first 
his many ancestors and then his children and 
grandchildren-to-be, Tyltyl is accompanied 
by the six girls whom he knows best, and from 
among whom he has decided he is to choose his 
sweetheart. With him, too, go Light, Des­
tiny, and a veiled stranger whom they call 
the Phantom, and it is she who is finally 
chosen by the children-to-be as their fyturc 
mother. It is not until the journey is over, 
however, and he is safely back in nis forest 
home again, that Tyltyl discovers who the 
Phantom is, then he recognizes her in Joy, 
the little daughter of an old neighbor (and 
an old Bluebird friend) and realizes that the 
children-to-be arc right in their choice, and 
that Joy and no other must be his future wife.

Leaders of the Canadian Church (319 pages, 
8 full page portraits) consists of intimate 
sketches of the lives and work of ten of the 
Anglican Bishops of Canada, embracing 
Inglis, the first Bishop of Nova Scotia, imme­
diately after the days of the American Revo­
lution ; Mountain, first Bishop of Quebec ; 
the redoubtable John Strachan, first Bishop 
of Toronto ; Medley, the first Bishop of 
Fredericton, N.B. ; Horden, Missionary Bishop 
in the far North ; Bond, the statesman Bishop 
of Montreal ; his successor, the eloquent Sul­
livan, Bishop of Algoma ; Maurice Baldwin 
of London ; Du Moulin of Hamilton ; and 
Carmichael, successor to Bishop Bond of 
Montreal. Sullivan, DuMoulin and Car­
michael, who came out to Canada as quite 
young clergymen, were a trio of remarkable 
Irishmen, each in his own way exercising, 
through his gift of eloquence, a remarkable 
influence not only in the cities of their Sees,
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To get more of the Boys and Girls to Church
is the object of otir

Church Attendance Plan
CAN’T AFFORD TO DO WITHOUT IT

Ridgetown, Ont., March 15th, 1915.
“ Send us too more Church Attendance Cards as our Church attendance 

has grown from 40 to no in two months. You will see we cannot afford to 
do without them." (Signed) DA VID L. McDONALD.

Church Attendance Card

Church Attendance Explanatory 
Leaflet—A four-page Leaflet with full 
particulars about organization, and meth­
ods of carrying on the work. 50c. per 
100. (Five copies will be sent free of 
charge to any address upon request.)

Church Attendance Card—Tq be 
given to every boy or girl wishing to be 
enrolled. The Rules are printed on the 
back of the card. Space for marking at­
tendance for one year. 60c. per 100.

Church Attendance Button—To be given to the 
boys and girls when they join the Church Attendance Band. 
Special design, in blue background, with gold letters. Makes 
a handsome Button that appeals to boys and girls. $2.25 
per !00.

'««amwiiiwwBSUWMBgMacw» 1

Church Attendance Cer­
tificate— A very appropriate 
award for all who attend one 
Service on at least 45 Sundays 
in the year. Neatly printed in 
brown and green. Size, 7x5 
inches. 3c. each.

. Samples and fuller particulars sent on request

IjWsbqimon Ifctbltcttitotts
<$HW Ij&Mtii tîif Îfybllkfiliiîm tsftihr 
Iftadbtfftmsm Slmmrlk m Samara

CHURCH AND GERRARD STREETS. TORONTO
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Why Not
AN INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE AT 

YOUR NEXT COMMUNION
A Trial of the “Improved Service” costs you nothing

THE recent influenza epidemic has taught us how necessary it 
is to take every precaution to safeguard public health.

The use of an Individual Cup Communion Set in your Church 
will minimize the danger of contagion.

Showing Tray, Cover and Base

'WY

1 »

“ THE IMPROVED SERVICE ”
Extra strong glass cups.
Trays are made of velvet finish 

aluminum, which looks like silver but 
which will not tarnish.

They are light in weight and easy to 
pass.

Each tray fits on the rim of the one 
below, the glasses being free from any 
contact. The cover is then placed on 
the uppermost tray, making the set 
completely dust-proof and sanitary.

The set is compact, and only re­
quires a small space on the communion 
table.

You must see and use “The Im­
proved Service” to appreciate its 
many merits. The best way is to 
take advantage of our Free Trial 
Offer.

PRICES
“ Improved ” Trays, with

40 cups............................. $6.00
“ Improved ” Covers...... 2.45
“Improved” Bases........  2.45
Filler (Bulb)....................... 5.00
Oak Cup Racks (each

Rack holds 3 cups) .12
Carriage is add-.tional.

FREE TRIAL OFFER
(No obligation to purchase)
Let us know how many persons 

you wish to provide for at your 
next Communion, and we will send 
a complete set on Free Trial.

If, after using the set, you decide 
not to keep it, return it to us (in 
good condition) at our expense, and 
the matter is closed.

TfresLqiermn IpttMtcaftotts
ifW&îsîltÈimsm Slmroln m Samara

CHURCH AND GERRARD STREETS. TORONTO
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“We hate gWen your FOUR play» : RE­
PEATED Hare you another ready ?

Free. Y.P.S., “The Soo.”
What the people lay about

BRIGHT CHURCH PLAYS
Composed by the wife of an Ottawa minister 
to entertain Church people and raise Church 

funds.
A few of hundreds of press notices :

" 'Aunt Susan’s Visit ’ was given twice in our 
Church Hall and was very successful.’'—Knox 
Church, Calgary, Alta.

“ ‘ The Young Village Doctor was quite as 
successful as * The Minister’s Bride ’—receipts 
over the $100 mark. You certainly have made a 
great success with your plays.”—Pastor, Forest 
Presbyterian Church.

"The Young People of Mount Zion presented 
•The Young Village Doctor.' Everyone was 
very much pleased with it, because it was uplifting 
and yet so humorous.”—Presbyterian Y.P.A., 
Myrtle Station, Ont.

“ Please find enclosed the sum of $— for the play 
'The Minister's Bride,’ which the C.E.B. re­
peated__ We enjoyed the play very much.”—
Treasurer, Chalmers Church C.E.S., Toronto, Ont.

These and other plays by the same author are 
used largely for Patriotic purposes and all Church 
organizations.

Present full evening’s entertainment. Repeated 
in 90 per cent, of place». These plays are rapidly 
gaining in popularity.

For full particule and press notices apply—
CLARA E. ANDERSON, Author 

166 McKay St., Ottawa

Are You 
Satisfied

with your class attendance ? 
Have you as many members 
as you would like ?

Booster Post Cards
with their numerous live 
attractive messages stir up 
the old members and bring 
in new ones.

Give Them a Trial
Just $1.25 par 100, postpaid

Presbyterian Publications
The Board of Publication of the 
Rraabytarian Church In Canada’ 

Church A Garrard St*. Toronto

but widely throughout the Dominie >. Some 
of the sketches are exceedingly v ell done, 
especially those of Sullivan, Baldwin, Du 
Moulin and Carmichael. One could have 
wished that the characteristics of the rugged 
Strachan had been more fully delineated. In 
some respects he was the most interesting 
man of them all, and certainly always made it 
interesting for those who did not agree with 
him. These sketches, for they do not pretend 
to be complete histories, form a valuableaddi- 
tion to the story of the development of th 
Church of England in Canada. Each of these 
Bishops did his full share in that development. 
It is much to be desired that some one should 
undertake to prepare a similar volume on the 
leaders of the Canadian Presbyterian Church, 
and of the other great Churches of Canada as 
well. The pioneering days of our country, as 
well as later days of large extension and pros­
perity, owe much to the religious leaders, for 
Canada is essentially a Christian country, and 
its religious leaders, though in no sense poli­
tical, have contributed in a conspicuous way 
to the making of the Dominion.

The Christian Crusade for World Demo­
cracy is the striking title of an interesting and 
timely book by S. Earl Taylor and Halford E. 
Luccock. The thesis of the volume is, that 
the crusade of Christian missions is necessary

if democracy is to be safe for the world. It 
is maintained that democracy will secure jus­
tice and freedom for the citizens of any coun­
try if it is a Christianized democracy. South 
America, Mexico, China, Africa, Japan, 
Malaysia,—-in all these regions democratic 
ideas and ideals are bound to make progress ; 
the great War has made that certain. Will 
the democracy after which they are striving 
be Christian ? It is for the church to answer. 
The book before us is a ringing challenge to 
intensified zeal and larger statesmanship in 
Missions. Dealing specially with the work 
and outlook of the great Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the United States, it is yet full of 
interest and inspiration for all workers in the 
cause of world evangelizat ion (Methodist Book 
Concern, New York and Cincinnati, 75c. net).

The Methodist Book Concern (New York 
and Chicago) sends us also for this month’s 
Among the Books, a fresh study in an old 
field, Comfort and Strength from The Shep­
herd Psalm, by Christian F. Reisner. “The 
Shepherd Psalm ranks second only to John, 
ch. 14, as the most used selection in the Bible. 
All cults sing it. The Christian Scientists 
employ it almost as much as they do the 
Lord’s Prayer. The hard toiler tangled in 
problems or terrified by possible to-morrows 
fires his spirit through its contemplation.
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The young watch for the same Leader and the 
aged look for the supporting arm of a Friend 
as they repeat it. Its air is victorious. It 
fits easily to music. It is so pure a diamond 
that it never wears out nor loses its heart- 
stored light”—is a good illustration of the 
author's style. He follows up the psalm in 
the order of its topics, with a homely and keen 
observation anti with a practical application 
of the “comfort and strength" of the wonder­
ful old song to the experiences and needs of 
present day readers. Preachers and teachers 
will find much suggestive material in this 
volume, and ordinary, every-day readers will 
find something which will throw them back 
on God and therefore add to their comfort 
and strength.

Hishop William F. Thoburn, of the Meth­
odist Episcopal Church, North, was a pioneer 
missionary and missionary bishop of more 
than local fame. The mass awakenings of 
the low caste Hindus under his ministries have 
ever since been an inspiration to brother mis­
sionaries of his own and other churches.

Main characteristics of the good Bishop 
have been (for he still remains, in a ripe and 
gracious old age) a childlike trust in God and 
belief in the power of prayer, keen, shrewd 
common sense, a stat smanlike grasp of condi­
tions, especially of n, w opportunities, and a

will and physical vigor to carry through diffi­
cult enterprises. Bishop Thoburn was the first 
missionary bishop of the great Methodist 
Episcopal Church as Missionary Bishop of 
Southern Asia. The final great work of his 
active life was the inaugurating df the mission 
work of his church in the then newly acquired 
Philippines. The story of his life by a friend 
and colleague, Bishop William F. Oldham, 
under the title, Thoburn—Called of God 
(Methodist Book Concern, New York and 
Cincinnati, 188 pages, with portrait, $1.00), 
is a fervent testimony to what a consecrated 
and persistently energetic man can accom­
plish in so hard a task as the pionee- ing of the 
gospel among heathen peoples.

Preparing for Womanhood, by Edith B. 
Lowry, M O. (Forbes and Company, Chicago, 
Thomas Allen, Toronto, 175 pages, $1.00 net) 
is a series of frank and friendly talks to girls 
of from fifteen to twenty-one on health and 
homemaking. Topics of vital interest are 
discussed in the light of full medical knowl­
edge in a charmingly simple style and with 
the utmost delicacy of expression. From 
the same American and Canadian publishers 
comes a little volume containing a humorous 
lecture, with manv additions, by Strickland 
Gillilan, which will give its readers many a 
hearty laugh.
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§>t Attitmv’s (Eulbge
Toronto Canaba

A RESIDENTIAL AND DAY SCHOOL

FOR BOYS
Temporarily situated in the New Knox College Buildings on the 
University Lawn and St. George Street.
Upper and Lower School with Separate Residences. Boys pre­
pared for the Universities, the Royal Military College and Business.

CALENDAR SENT ON APPLICATION

REV. D. BRUCE MACDONALD, M.A., LL.D., HEADMASTER
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You
Simply Must

YOU simply must use Reward Cards and Tickets in 
classes for B-ginners and Primary children if you 
would obtain the best interest and attention. The 

children look forward to Sunday School with real pleasure 
and give better attention when they are given a pretty card 
or ticket bearing an appropriate scripture verse. The sub­
jects chosen for the pictures of all our Reward Cards and 
Tickets are carefully selected. They appeal strongly to 
the smaller boys and girls.

A Group of the 10 cent Cards

REWARD CARDS
" Victory Line M

T1IE designs for this newest series of Reward 
Cards have been carefully selected and 

executed. Embossed multi-color lithography 
is the process employed to produce very beau­
tiful results. The Scripture Texts are most 
appropriate and the passages, etc., in the back 
of each card make them valuable instructors.
Ten Cent Series, 10 cards, sise 2% x 4 
Fifteen •• 10 " " 3H x 4
Twenty ** 10 " "

REWARD TICKETS
" Victory Line ”

AN entirely new series of Reward Tickets, 
** produced by the off-set process in full 
colors. The designs are particularly attrac­
tive, consisting of landscape scenes, flowers, 
fruit, birds, etc., with a Scripture Text on each 
ticket. Ten different assortments. Packets 
contain 10 sheets of ten tickets each, making, 
when cut up, 100 tickets.

Price 10c. per packet
In filling orders for more than one packet of these 
Reward Tickets we will send a variety of designs 
unless requested to ihe contrary.

TjWshqfman IfttMtcaitotts
an

CHURCH AND GERRARD STREETS. TORONTO

PUaie mention " The Teacher, Monthly " when writing advertiser.



For Our Boys As They 
Come Home Again

A Gracious Memento

EVERY Sunday School, every Young People’s 
Society or Club, every Congregation, will 
want to present a Memento to the boys 

who have been in the Army, overseas, or on this 
side, when they come back to their homes.

Here It Is

A MEMENTO OK 
THE GREAT WAR 

1914-1919

orfcogMton

It ia a four-page folder, with rich and appropriate full page design, 
embodying a figure of Victory and the Allied flags as unown above, 
splendidly reproduced in full colors. Something new and truly 
Canadian.
It measures 8V$ x lOb.j, ami is enclosed in nn envelope ready for presenta­
tion at a social gathering in the .Sunday School, Y.P.S., or Church.
It makes a unique and gracious souvenir and is particularly suitable for 
framing.
Every Canadian officer and man who has been in the Forces of 
Britain or of her Allies should have one of these beautiful me­
mentoes. It will appeal to all alike.
Complete, with envelope, 50c. each, postpaid

10 to 49, less 6% ; 50 or more, less .’.0%

Tfr^dbqiertott IfuWtcaitons

CHURCH AND GERRARD STREETS. TORONTO

Please mention " The Teichere Monthly ” when writing advertiser»


