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PREFACE.

The following sketches of ‘“Life in a Colony” were drawn
from nature, after a residence of half a century among the
people, whose habits, manners, and social condition, they are
intended to delineate. I have adopted the form of a tour, and the
character of a stranger, for the double purpose of avoiding the
prolixity of a journal, by the omission of tedious details, and the
egotism of an author, by making others speak for themselves in
their own way. The utmost care has been taken to exclude
any thing that could by any possibility be supposed to have
a personal reference, or be the subject of annoyance. The
‘‘ dramatis person®” of this work are, therefore, idcal repre-
sentatives of their several classes, having all the characteristics
and peculiarities of their own set, but no actual existence.
Should they be found to resemble particular individuals, 1
can assure the reader that it is accidental, and not inten-
tional; and I trust it will be considered, as it really is, the
unavoidable result of an attempt to delineate the features of a
people among whom there is such a strong family likeness.

In my previous works, I have been fortunate enough to have
avoided censure on this score, and I have been most anxious to
render the present book as unobjectionable as its predecessors.
Political sketches 1 have abstained from altogether; provineial
a
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Il PREFACE.

and local affairs are too insignificant to interest the general Proving

reader, and the policy of the Colobnial Office is foreign to my tation «
subject. The absurd importance attached in this country to the sub
trifles, the grandiloquent language of rural politicians, the vation
flimsy veil of patriotism, under which selfishness strives to hide not onl
the deformity of its visage, and the attempt to adopt the ma- way wi

chinery of a large empire to the government of a small colony, of all v

present many objects for ridicule or satire; but they could not but nol
be approached without the suspicion of personality, and the lurns,
direct imputation of prejudice. As I consider, however, that the but is .
work would be incomplete without giving some idea of the form and wil
of government under which the inhabitants of the lower colonies stand I
live, I have prepared a very brief outline of it, without any througt
comment. Those persons who take no interest in such matters, & super
can pass it over, and leave it for others who may prefer infor- 18 e
mation to amusement. propert

I have also avoided, as far as practicable, topics common to Althc

other countries, and endeavoured to select scenes and characters ticularl;

peculiar to the colony, and not to be found in books. Some emgrar

similarity there must niecessarily be between all branches of the OF 1
Anglo-Saxon family, speaking the same language, and living the Blu

under modifications of the same form of government; but slill, English

there are shades ol difference which, though not strongly re- ed with

marked¥ are plainly discernible to a practised eye. v humour
thing,
Facies non omnibus una nec tamen diversa. one tim

o am n ) . nical tei
This distinctive character is produced by the necessities and
L o . to pron
condition of a new country, by the nature of the climate, the ‘I
, . : LT , . . mechan
want of an Established Church, hereditary rank, entailment ol
. . * more o
estates, and the subdivision of labour, on the one hand, and the Ed |
. L . . dwarc
absence of nationality, independence, and Republican institutions, _
might |
on the othgr. )
§ . . . . . priety,
Colonist8 differ again in like manner from each other, accord- : ’ (
LOwWer

The 1

fictitiou

ing lo the situation of their respective country; some being
merely agricnltural, others commercial, and many partaking ol

the character of both. A picture of any one North American
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PREFACE. 111
Province, therefore, will not, in gll respects, be'a true represen-
tation of another. The Nova Scotian, who is more particularly
the subject of this work, is often found superintending the culti-
vation of a farm, and building a vessel at the same time; and is
not only able to catch and cure a cargo of fish, but to find his
way with it to the West Indies or the Mediterranean ; he is a man
of all work, but expert in none—knows a little of many things,
but nothing well. He is irregular in his pursuits, * all things by
turng, and nothing long,” and vain of his ability or information,
but is a hardy, frank, good-natured, hospitable, manly fellow,
and withal quite as good-looking as his air gives you to under-

stand he thinks himself to be. "Such is the gentleman kgown

throughout America as Mr. Blue Nose, & sobriquet acquired from

a superior potato of that name, of the good qualities of which he
18 never tired of talking, being anxious, like most men of small
property, to exhibit to the best advantage the little he had.

Although this term is applicable to all natives, it is more par-
ticularly so to that portion of the population descended from
emigrants from the New England States, either previously to,
or immedialtely afier, the American Revolution, The accent of
the Blue Nose is provincial, inclining more to Yankee than to
English, his utterance rapid, and his conversation liberally garnish-
ed with American phraseology, and much enlivened with dry
humour. From the diversity of trades of which he knows some-
thing, and the variety of occupations in which he has been at
one time or another engaged, he uses indiscriminately the tech-
nical terms of all, in a manner that would often puzzle a stranger
to pronounce whether he was a landsman or sailor, a farmer,
mechanic, lumberer, or fisherman. These characterislics are
more or less common to the people of New Brunswick, Prince
Edward Island, and Cape Breton, and the scene of these sketches
might perhaps to a very greal extent be laid, with equal pro-
priety, in those places as in Nova Scotia. But to Upper and
Lower Canada they are not so applicable.

The town of Ilinoo, so often mentioned in this work, is a

fictitious place.  I'have selected it in preference to a real one, to
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THE ‘OLD JUDGE,

LIFE IN A GOLONY.

CHAPTER L

THE OLD JUDGE.

A few days ago two strangers were shown into my study : one
of them, stepping aside, pointed to his companion, and said.
““ This, sir, is the Reverend Gabriel Gab of Olympus.” The other
performed the same kind office for his friend, saying, ‘‘ And this,
sir, is the Reverend Elijah Warner, of the Millerite persuasion,
from Palmyra, Uniled States of America.”

The former, whose name was by no means inappropriate, ex-
plained, with great volubility, the object of their visit, which he
said was twofold : first, to pay their respects to me; secondly, to
make some inquiries about the great bore in the river in my neigh-
bourhood.

Had there been a mirror in the room, I should have been
tempted to have pointed to it, as they would have there seen two
much greater bores in their own persons; for, if there is any one
subject more than another, of which I am heartily tired, itis the
extraordinary tide of this remarkable river. It attracts many idlers
to the village, who pester every one they meet with questions and
theories, and seldom talk of anything else. If, however, the visit
of these gentlemen wearied me, in consequence of the threadbare
subject of our discourse, il amused me not a little by the whim-
sical manner of its introduction; it not only had novelty to recom-
mend it, but its brevily enabled them to enter in medias res at
once. I shall therefore imitate their example, by introducing my-
self and explaining my business.

1 am, gentle reader, a traveller, and my object also is twofold :
first, to pay my respects to you, and, secondly, to impart, rather

1




2 THE OLD JUDGE; OR,

than solicit, information. When 1 left England, my original desti-
nation was New York and the far West, alter which I purposed
making a rapid tour over our North American Colonies. In pur-
suance of this plan, I took passage on board of one of the British
mail-steamers for America.

It is well known that these ships touch at Halifax on their way
to and from New York and Boston; this apparently circuilous
route being actually thirty-six miles shorter than the direct course'.
In twelve days after leaving England 1 found myself in Halifax.

Ol my voyage out I shall say nothing. He must be a bold man
indeed who would attempt to describe the incidents of a common
passage across the Atlantic, with any hope whatever of tinding a
reader. It was, like all similar trips, though as comfortable as
such an affair can be, anything but agrecable, and, though short,
tedious to a landsman. Off the Port of Halilax we encountered a
thick fog, and were obliged to slacken our speed and use the lead
constantly, when we suddenly emerged from it into bright clear
dazzling sunshine. Before us lay the harbour, as calm, as whilte,
and as glittering, as if covered with glass ; a comparison that sug-
gested itself by the beautiful reflections it presented of the various
objects on shore; while behind us was the dense black mass of
fog, reaching from the water to the heavens, like a wall or cloud
of darkness. It seemed asif Day and Night were reposing together
side by side.

The first object that met our view was the picturesque litlle
church that crowns the cliff overlooking the village and haven of
Falkland, and, like a stella maris, guides the poor fisherman from
alar to his home, and recalls his wandering thoughts to that other
aud happicr one that awaits him when the storms and tempests of
this life shall have passed away for ever. The entrance to this
noble harbour, the best, perhaps, in America, is excecdingly
beautiful; such portions of the landscape as are denuded of trees
exhibit a very high state of cultivation ; while the natural sterility
of the cold, wet, and rocky soil of the background is clothed and
concealed by verdant evergreens of spruce fir, pine, and hemlock.
On either hand, you pass formidable fortifications, and the na-
tional flag and the British sentinel bear testimony to the power
and extensive possessions of dear old England.

On the right is the rapidly increasing town of Dartmouth; on
the left, Hahfax, situated in extenso on the slope of a long high
hill, the cone-like summit of which is converted into a citadel.
The effect from the water 1s very imposing, giving the idea of a
much largerand better built place thanit is—an illusion productive
ofmuch subsequent disappointment. Still further on, and forming

' See the second series of The Clockmaker, chapter xxi1., in which this route
was lirst suggested, and the actual distance given,
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LIFE IN A COLONY. 3

the northern termiuation ol the city, is the Government Dockyard,
of which I shall speak elsewhere. Here the harbour contracts to
a very narrow space, and then suddenly enlarges again into an-
other and more sheltered body of water, eight or ten miles in
length, and two or three in width, called Bedford Basin.

On a nearer approach to the Quay, old dingy warehouses,
trumpery wooden buildings, of unequal size and disproportioned
forms, and unsubstantial wharfs, in bad order and repair, present
an unpromising water-side view, while the accent of the labourers
and trackmen who are nearly all Irishmen form a singular com-
bination of colonial architecture and European population, The
city itself, which has been greatly improved of late years, does not,
on a further acquainlance, altogether remove the disagreeable
impression. Although it boasts of many very handsome public as
well as private edifices, it is well laid out and embellished with
large naval and military establishments; it has not the neat or
uniform appearance of an American town, and it is some tlime
before the eye becomes accustomed to the card-board appearance
of the houses, or the singular mixture of large and small ones in
the same street. The gencral aspect of the city is as different
from that of any other provincial town, as it is from a place of the
same size either in Old or New England. The inhabitants, who
are composed of English, Irish, Scotch, and their descendants,
are estimated at twenly-two or twenty-five thousand. It is a gay
and hospitable place, and, until recently, when agitation and
political strife made their baneful appearance, was a united and
happy community.

It is not my intention to describe localities—my object is to
delineate Life in a Colony. There is such a gencral uniformity in
the appearance of all the country towns and villages of these
lower provinces, and such a similarity io the character of the
sceucry, that details would be but tedious repetitions, and,
besides, such topographical sketches are to be found in every
book of travels on thiscontinent. I have said thus much of Ha-
lifax, because it is not only the capital of Nova Scotia, but, from
its proximity to Europe, has lately become a most important
station for English and American Atlantic steamers, as it always
has been for the British vavy. A few words will suffice for Nova
Scotia. The surface is undalating, seldom or never exceeding in
altitude five hundred feet above the level of the sea. It is greatly
intersected with rivers and their tributary brooks, on the marging
of which are continuous lines of settlements, and the coast ig
everywhere indented with harbours more or less capacious, j
most of which are cither towns or villages. In the I;acl\gruung,
the forest is everywhere visible, and penetrated in all directions
with roads. Although cxtensive clearings arc made yearly in the
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interior, principally by the children of old settlers, in which back-
wood life is to be seen in all its simplicity, yet the country has
passed the period of youth, and may now be called an old colony.

Of the habits, manners, and modes of thought of the people,

few travellers have had such an opportunity of becoming acquaint-
ed as 1 have. At the suggestion of Mr. Barclay, a member of the
provincial bar, with whom I accidentally became acquainted on
my arrival at Halifax, I abandoned for a time my intention of
proceeding to New York, and from thence to the South and West,
and remained in this country for a period sufticiently long to
acquire that knowledge of Anglo-American character without which
rapid travelling on this continent is neither convenient nor in-
structive. By him | was conducted to Illinoo, an interior town,
about fifty miles from Halifax, and there introduced to Mr. Justice
Sandford, a retired Judge of the Supreme Court of Judicature. By
the considerate kindness of these two gentlemen, I was enabled
to see all that was desirable to be seen, and to understand many
little points in the character of the people, which, without their
valuable explanations, would have either escaped my notice, or
have been unintelligible.

Illinoo 18 situated at the head of the navigation of the Inganish
river, and is a neat , thriving town, consisting of aboul a hundred
and fifty wooden huus(n , painted white , alter the prevailing Ame-
rican taste, most of them being decorated with green Venetian
blinds, and all enclosed by board fences of different patterns. The
glare of the glossy white is somewhat relieved by the foliage of
the gardens that everywhere surround the houses ; and supply the
inhabitants with fruit and vegetables. Such is lllinoo, the des-
cription of which will answer for any other rural village, the dif-
ference in genvml being one of situation, rathet than appear-
ance, and of size, more than beauty.

lhrce miles further up the river, and above the influence of
the tide, is Elmsdale, the residence of Judge Sandford. The house
stands on a rising piece of ground in the centre of an extensive
island , formed by two branches of the river, one of which is a
small brook of about twenty yards in width, and the other the
main stream. The island consists principally of alluvial soil, but
is interspersed here and there with gently swelling knolls of loam,
covered with oaks, maples, and yellow birches , while the me aduw
land is decorated with large single elms of immense size and great
beauty. The margin is secured against the effects of the current by
the roots of the shumach, the wild flowering pear, and dwarf rowan
tree, and the still stronger network of the roots of the giant elms
that enclose the place on all sides. On the south-west and east, this
valley is sheltered from the wind by a mountainous ridge, through
a winding and almost concealed gorge, of which the river preci-
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LIFE IN A COLONY.

pitately issues, previously to its forming the biforcation that con-
verts Elmsdale into an island.

The house, which was built by the present proprietor’s father,
an American Loyalist, is a large commodious cottage of one story
in height, covering a great deal of ground, and constructed after
the manner of the German settlers on the Hudson, having long
projecting eves, and an extensive, elongated range of buildings
protruding from the back part, devoted to the use of domestics
and farm puegposes, and which is effectually concealed from view
by an almost impenetrable hedge-row of spruces. Two noble,
primeval elms, at either side of the hall-door, rejoice in their na-
tive soil, and with their long, umbrageous, pendent branches,
equally deny admission to the rain and sun. The interior of the
house corresponds, to a great extent, with its outward appearance.
The furniture is in general old, solid, and heavy, like that used
in our former colonies before the rebellion, which contrasts oddly
with an occasional article of lighter form, and later and more
fashionable manufacture. They are types of the old and the pre-
sent generation; for, alas, it is to be feared that what has been
gained in appearance has been lost in substance, in things of far
more value and importance. Itis a place of great beauty at all
seasons of the year; but, in spring, when vegetalion first clothes
the mountains, and in autumn, when the frost tinges it with in-
numerable hues before it disrobes it, it is pre-eminently so. The
forest. to which you are attracted in summer by its grateful shade,
18 rendered still more agreeable and cool, by the numerous rapids
and cascades of the river; and even winter, dreary as it is every-
where in the country, is here stripped of half its rigour, by the
barrier the hills present to the stormy winds.

To this hespilable and charming mangion 1 was so fortunate as
to be invited by the Judge, at the suggestion, no doubt, of his
nephew, my friend Mr. Barclay. ‘‘He/will be delighted to see
you,” he said, as we drove thither from the village. ‘He is one
of those persons with whom you will féel at home and at ease at
once. Such is the force of professionallhabit, that there is some-
thing of judicial gravity in his manner{when abroad, or among
those he does not know, but there is not the least of it abolt him
when at home, or among his friends. Although far advanced in
years, he is still as active in body and mind, as quick of percep-
tion, and as fond of humour, as when he was at the bar. He
abounds in anecdote; is remarkably well informed for a lawyer,
for their libraries necessarily contain more heavy learning than
light reading ; and he has great conversational powers. In reli-
gion he is a Churchman, and in politics a Conservative, as is
almost every gentleman in these colonies. On the first subject
he never speaks as a topic of discussion, and on the latter very

\




6 FTHE OLD JUDGE ; OR,

rarely, and then only-to those who, he knows, entertain similar ed tl
opinions-with himself. He will press you to make his house your the v
home, as far as is compatible with your other arrangements, and that,
lhopo you will not fail to do so, for he is fond of having his was,
friends about him, and in this retired place considers it a great luncl
piece of good fortune to have an opportunity of conversing with brott
a person whose ideas are not all bounded by this little province. ' to ha
On the other hand, you will find a kind, frank, but plain hospita- dispe
lity, that is comfortable without being oppressive; and, as your J appet
object is information about colonial life, I know of no man in this to pr
country so well qualified or so willing toimpart itas heis. There b was ¢
is capital shooting and fishing on his grounds; and, when you ' could
feel inclined for a-ride or a drive, either he or his niece ( for he is ; like
an old bachelor) will be lmpp\ to accompany you, while I am s owed
always on hand, and at your service. Don’t be afraid of my fair Su
cousin,” he (,'nmmuod ““though not too old to be agreeable, whon
(for my uncle is an instance of lhe difficulty of"deciding when that Bosw
period of life commences) she is of a certain age, when she may (o the Ju
be considered no longer dangerous.” { powe
Leaving the highway, we crossed the brook that separates the ‘ I sha
island from the main land over a rustic arch, so constructed witho
between clumps of large Yrench willows growing on the banks as witho
to have the effect of a natural bridge. The road wound round the 4
base of a knoll, through a forest of elms, from which, with an
easy sweep, it suddenly terminated in front of the house. From
thence we proceeded to the garden, where we understood the
Judge was superintending some improvements. This enclosure
covers about two acres of land, and embraces the fruitery, shrub-
bery, kitchen and flower garden; thus combining useful with
ornamental cultivation, and keeping both within the limits of For
moderate means. In summer, he spends most of his time here, but tl
when the weather permits. ] this is
As soon as he perceived us, he advanced, and cordially wel- 3 to div
comed me to Elmsdale, which, he said, he hoped I would make F the ci
my head- (||farlorq and mn%ulu my hmno, as often and as long as " as the
I could, while in this part of the conntry. ’ will be
Though thin, his frame was strong, and well put togolh(*r, and mode
therefore, though short in stature, he could not be called a small of the
man. In figure, he was erect, and in motion active, while his of the
quick bright eye, notwithstanding the snowy whiteness of his 1 | sampl,
hair, and a facein which the traces of care and thought were deep- A jury o
ly marked, suggested the idea of a much younger person than he 3 the ye
really was—an illugion not a little aided by the sprightliness of , be se
his conversation, and the singular smoothness and expansion of P them
the upper part of his forehead. . simila;
In a few moments we were joined by Miss Sandford, who enter- 5 The




'

LIFE IN A COLONY. 1
in similar ed the garden by a glass door from the library, that opened upon
buse your the verandah where we were standing, and admonished her uncle
ents, and ‘ that, as everybody was not quite as interested in gardening as he

wing his was, it might net be amiss to recollect that it was the hour of
t a great luncheon. From the age as well as the affection of these relatives,
sing with brother would have seemed to be a more appropriate term for her
province. ? to have used than uncle ; but there was, in reality, a much greater
hospita- disparity between them in years, activity, and strength, than there
, @8 your appeared to be at first sight. " She was admirably well qualified
in in this E* to presidé over his establishment, and be his companion ; for she
3. There R was a remarkably well-informed and agreeable woman, and what
then you o could scarcely be expected, and is rarely found in a new country
for he is 8 like this, was highly accomplished, which latter advantage she
iile I am - owed to a long residence and careful edncation in England.
f my fair Such was the place where I resided, and such the people among
greeable, F whom 1 was domesticated so often and so long. Having, like
rhen that Boswell, kept a copious journal of the conversations 1 had with
she may : the Judge, I shall in all instances let him speak for himself, as his
power of description far exceeds mine. When he was not present,
rates the 1 I shall endeavour to delineate the scenes 1 witnessed myself,

istructed R without embellishment on the pne hand, and, as faras practicable,

banks as without prolixity on the other.

und the

with an
From ;

ood the > CHAPTER 11

nclosure s

, shrub- HOW MANY FINS HAS A COD? OR, FORTY YEARS AGO.

ul with

imits of o For several days past,*nothing else has been talked of at 1llinop

1e here, ' but the approaching term of the Supreme Court. At all times,

this is a great event for a quiet village, shere there is but litde

lly wel- to diversify the mounotony of life; but the arrival bf the Judge and
d make : the circuit lawyers is now looked forward to with great interest,
long as ; as there is to be a man tried for murder, who, in all probability,

; will be convicted and executed. T have much curiosity to see the
ler, and mode of administering justice in this country, because tHe state
a small & of the courts is a very good criterion by which to estimate the state
hile his of the province. The Bench and the Bar usually furnish fair

i of his b samples of the talent and education of the gentry—the grand

e deep- g jury of the class immediately below them, and the petit-jury of

than he - the yeomanry and tradesmen. In a court-house, they are all to

ness of ‘ be seen in juxtaposition, and a stranger is enabled to compare

sion of ] them one with the other, with the condition of the people and
similar institutions in different countries.

renter- i The Jugee informs me that the first courts established in this
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province were County Courts, the Judges of which were not pro-
fessional men, but selected from the magistrates of the district,
who rendered their services gratuitously. The efficiency of these
courts, therefore, depended wholly upon the character and attain-
ments of the Justices of the Peace in the neighbourhood. Insome
instances, they were conducted with much decorum, and not
without ability ; in others, they presented scenes of great confusion
and disorder; but, in all cases, they were the centre of attraction
to the whole county. The vicinity of the court-house was a sort
of fair, where people’agsembled to transact business, or Lo amuse
themselves. Horse-stvapping or racing, wrestling and boxing,
smoking and drinking, sales at auction, and games of various
kinds, occupied the noisy and not very sober crowd. The tem-
perance of modern times, the substitution of professional men
as judges, and an entire change of habits among the people, have
no less altered the character of the scenes within than without
the walls of these halls of justice. In no respect is the impro-
vement of this country so apparent as in its judicial establishments.
As an illustration of the condition of some of these County Courts
in the olden time, the Judge related to me the following extraor-
dinary story .that occurred to himselfl :—

Shortly after my return from Europe, about forty-years ago, |
attended the Western Circuit of the Supreme Court, which then
terminated at Annapolis, and remained behind a few days, for
the purpose of examining that most interesting place, which is
the scene of the first effective settlement in North America.

While engaged in these investigations, a person called upon me,
and told me he had ridden express from Plymouth, to obtain my
assistance in a cause which was to be tried in a day or two in the
county court at that place. The judges were at that period, as I
have previously observed, not professional men, but magistrates,
and equally unable to administer law, or to preserve order; and
the verdicts generally depended more upon the declamatory
powers of the lawyers than the merits of the causes. The distance
was great—the journey had to be performed on horseback—the
roads were bad, the accommodation worse. 1 had a great repu-
gnance to attend these courts under any circumstances; and,
besides, had pressing engagements at home. 1 therefore declined
accepting his retainer, which was the largest thatat that time had
ever been tendered to me, and begged to be excused. If the fee,
he said, was too small to render it worth my while to go, he
would cheerfully double it, for money was no object. The cause
was one of great importance to his friend, Mr. John Barkins, and
of deep interest to the whole community ; and, as the few lawyers
that resided within a hundred miles of the place were engaged on
the other side, if T did not go, his unfortunate friend would fall a
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e not pro- victim to the intrigues and injustice of his opponents. In short,
e district, he was so urgent, that at last 1 was prevailed upon to consent,
y of these and we set off together to prosecute our journey on horseback.
ind altain- The agent, Mr. William Robins (who had the most accurate and
In some capacious memory of any man I ever met), proved a most enter-
, and not taining and agreeable companion. He had read a great deal, and
confusion retained it all; and, baving resided many years near Plymouth,
attraction knew every body, every place, and every tradition. Withal, he
vas a sort b was somewhat of a humourist. Finding him a person of this des-
Lo amuse cription, my curiosity was excited to know who and what he was;
1 boxing, v and I put the question to him.
f various - 48 ‘1 am of the same profession you are, sir,” he said. 1imme-
The tem- = diately reined up.
onal men 4 ““If that be the case,” I replied, ‘“my good friend, you must
ple, have try the cause yourself. I cannot consent to go on. The only
1 without thing that induced me to set out with you was your assertion that
2 impro- ‘ every lawyer, within a hundred miles of Plymouth, was retained
shments. ; on the other side.”

ty Courts A ‘“ Excuse me, sir,” he said, ‘I did not say I was a lawyer.”
extraor- ‘“No,” I observed, ¢ you did not; but you stated that you were
of the same profession as myself, which is the same thing.”

rs ago, | 7 ‘“Not exactly, sir”, hesaid. ‘‘I am a wrecker. | am Lloyds’
ich then ' agent, and live on lln- misfortunes of others; so do you. When
lays, for a vessel is wrecked, it is my buginess to gut her off, or to save
which is the property. When a man is entangled among the shoals or
\a. quicksands of the law, your duty is similar. We are both wreck-

1pon me, ers, and, therefore, members of the same pml'cssiun. The only
stain my ! difference is, you are a lawyer, and I am not.’

10 in Lhe This abwrd reply removing d“ difficulty, we proceeded on our
iod, as I journey; and the first night after passing through Digby reached
ristrates, ! Shingle Town, or Spaitsville, the origin of which, as he related it
ler; and kv to me, was the most whimsical story I ever heard. It is rather

amalory , long for an episode, and I will tell it to you some other time. The
distance next morning we reached Clare, a township wholly owned and

ck—the : occupied by French Acadians, the descendants of those persons
at repu- i who first settled at Port Royal (as 1 have just related ), and other
8; and, 3 parts of the province into which they had penetrated, previous to
leclined A the occupation of the English. 1 will not trouble you with the
ime had o melancholy history of these people at present; | only allude to
the fee, % them now on account of a little incident in our journey. As we

he 3 approached the chapel, we saw a large number of persony/in front
le cause 4 of the priest’s house, having either terminated or being/about to
ns, and commence a procession. As soon as Robins saw themy he said—

lawyers A ““Now, I will make every man of that (uurrn'gauu take off his
1iged on hat to me.”

Id fall a ‘ “How?”
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“Yom shall see.”
He soon pulled up opposite to a large wooden cross that stood

by the way-side, and, taking off his hat, bowed his head most

reverently and respectfully down to the horse’s neck, and then,
slowly covering again, passed on. When we reached the crowd,
every hat was lifted in deference to the devout stranger, who had
thus courteously or piously saluted the emblem of their faith.
As soon as we had escaped the wondering gaze of the people, he
observed—

‘*“ There, lawyer, there is a useful lesson in life for you. He who
respects the religious feelings of others, will not fail te win indul-
gence for his own.”

In the afternoon we arrived at Plymouth. As we entered the
village, I observed that the court-house as usual was surrounded
by a noisy multitude, some detached groups of which appeared
to be discussing the trials of the morming, or anticipating that
which was to engross the attention of the public on the succeed-
ing day. On the opposite side of the road was a large tavern,
the hospitable door of which stood invitingly open, and permitted
the escape of most agreeable and seducing odonrs of rum and
tobacco. The crowd occupied and filled the space between the
two buildings, and presented a moving and agitated surface; and
yet a strong current was perceptible to a practised eye in this
turbid mass, setting steadily out of the court-house, and passing
slowly but constantly through the centre of this estuary into the
tavern, and returning again in an eddy on either side.

Where every one was talking at the same time, no individual
could be heard or understood at a distance, but the united voci-
ferations of the assembled hundreds blended together, and formed
the deep-toned but dissonantvoice of that hydra-headed monster,
the crowd. On a ncarer approach, the sounds that composed
this unceasing roar hecame more distinguishable. The drunken
man might be heard rebuking the profane, and the profane
overwhelming the hypocrite with opprobrium for his cant. Neigh-
bours, rendered amiable by liquor, embraced as brothers, and
loudly proclaimed their unchangeable friendship; while the
memery of past injuries, awakened into fury by the liquid poison,
placed others in hostile attitude, who hurled defiance and pbuse
at each other, to the full extent of their lungs or their vocabulary.

The slow, measured, nasal talk of the degenerate settler from
Puritanical New England, was rendered unintelligible by the
ceaseless and rapid utterance of the French fisherman, while
poor Pat, bludgeon in hand, uproariously solicited his neighbours
to fight or to drink, and generously gave them their option. Even
the dogs caught the infection of the place, and far above their
masters’ voices might occasionally be heard the loud, sharp ery
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of triumph, or the more shrill howl of distress uttered by these
animals, who, with as little cause as their senseless owners, had
engaged in a stupid conflict.

A closer inspection revealed the groupings with more painful
distinctness. Here, might be seen the merry, active Negro,
flapping his mimic wings and crowing like a cock in token of
defiance to all his sable brethren, or dancing to the sound of his
own musical voice, and terminating every evolution with a seream
of delight. There, your attention was arrested by a ferocious-
looking savage, who, induced by the promise of liquor, armed
with a scalping-knife in one hand and a tomahawk in the other,
exhibited his terrific war-dance, and uttered his demoniac yells,
to the horror of him who personated the victim, and suffered all
the pangs of martyrdom in trembling apprehension that that which
had begun in sport might end in reality, and to the infinite delight
of a circle of boys, whose morals were thus improved and con-
firmed by the conversation and example.of their fathers. At the
outer edge of the throng might be secen a woman, endeavouring
to persuade or to force her inebriated husband to leave this scene
of sin and shame, and return to his neglected home, his family,
and his duties. Now, success crowns her untiring exertions,
and he yields to her tears and entreaties, and gives himself up to
her gentle guidance ; when suddenly the demon within him rebels,
and be rudely bursts from her feeble but affectionate hold, and
returns, shouting and roaring like a maniac, to his thoughtless
and noisy associates. The enduring love of the agonized woman
prompts her again and again to renew the effort, until at last
some kind friend, touched by her sorrows and her trials, lends
her the aid of his powerful arm, and the truant man is led off
captive to what was once a happy home, but now a house of
destitution and distress. Thesc noises ceased for a moment as
wearrived at the spot, and were superseded by a command issued
by several persons at the same time.

‘¢ Clear the road there! Make way for the gentlemen !”

We had been anxiously expected all the afternoon, and the
command was instantly obeyed, and a passage opened for us by
the people falling back on either side of the street.  As we passed
through, my friend checked his horse into a slow walk, and led
me with an air of triumph, such as a jockey displays in bringing
ont his favourite on the course. Robins was an important man
that day. He had succeeded in his mission. He had got his cham-
pion, and would be ready for fight in the morning. It was but
reasonable, therefore, he thought, to indulge the public with a
glimpse at his man. He nodded familiarly to some, winked slily
to others, saluted people at a distance aloud, and shook hands
patronisingly with those that were nearest. He would ocea-
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sionally lag behind a moment, and say, in an under but very to shed
audible tone—

‘“ Precious clever fellow that! Sees it all—says we are all right
—sure to win it! 1 wouldn’t be in those fellows the plaintiff’s

skins to-morrow for a trifle! He is a powerful man, that!” and
so forth,

as a ha
coat, w
dollars,
tied loo

trouser
The first opportunity that occurred, 1 endeavoured to put a stop pair of
to this trumpeling. waistco

‘“ For Heaven’s sake,” 1 said, ‘“ my goed friend, do not talk termns, |
such nonsense; if you do, you will ruin me! I am at all times a to feel
diffident man, but, if you raise such expectations, 1 shall assuredly they wi
break down, from the very fear of not fulfilling them. I know threater
too well the doubtful issue of trials ever to say that a man is cer- black h

tain of winning. Pray do not talk of me in this manner.”

of eithe
‘“ You are sure, sir,” he said. ‘‘ What, a man who has justland- wild pre

ed from his travels in Europe, and arrived, after a journey of
one hundred miles, from the last sitting of the Supreme Court, but was
not to know more than any one else! Fudge, sir! I congratulate He adva
you, you have gained the cause! And besides, sir, do you think ““ Gla
that if William Robins says he has got the right man (and he mouth.
wouldn’t say so if he didn’t think so), that that isn’t enough? of me, {
Why, sir, your leather hreeches and top-boots are enough to do tell you
the business! Nobody ever saw such thing here before, and a man name, (
in buckskin must know more than a man in homespun.

beaten f

But here together
is Mrs. Brown’s inn; let us dismount. I have procured a private dare say
sitting-room for you, which on courtdays, miljtia trainings, and old Billy

times of town meelings or elections, is not very easy, I assure you.
Come, walk in, and make yourself (‘omfurtablc "

We had m,arccly entered into our snuggery, which was evi-
dently the landlady’s own apartment, when the door was softly
opened a few inches, and a beseeching voice was heard, saying —

‘“ Billy, is that him? If itis, tell him it’s me; will you? that’s a

a’most.
body kn
tant cas

done.
a going

I will

good soul!” will fatig
“ Come in—come in, old Bloward !” said Robins; and, seizing lic inter
the stranger by the hand, he led him up, and introduced him to sell as r

me. large ve

‘“ Lawyer, this is Captain John Barkins!—Captain Barkins, . full crev
this is Lawyer Sandford ! He is your client, lawyer, and I must say £ ture. Tt
one thing for him : he has but two faults, but they are enough to
ruin any man in this province; he is an honest man, and speaks
the truth. 1 will leave you together now, and go and order your
dinner for you.”

complet
proceed:
the capt
equally (
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sued hin
a mere ¢
wholly ¢

John Barkins was a tall, corpulent, amphibious-looking man,
thal seemed as if he would be equally at home in either element,
land or water. He held in his hand what he called a nor’-wester,
a large, broad-brimmed, glazed hat, with a peak projecting behind
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to shed the water from off his club queue, which was nearly as thick
as a hawser. He wore a long, narrow-tailed, shorl-waisted blue
coat, with large, white-plated buttons, that resembled Spamgh
dollars, a red waistcoat, a spotted Bandanna silk bandkerchief
tied loosely about his throat, and a pair of voluminous, corduroy
trousers, of the célour of brown soap, over which were drawn a
pair of fishermen’s boots, that reached nearly to his knf.;es_. His
waistcoat and his trousers were apparently not upon very intimate
terins, for, though they travelled together, the latter were tagght
to feel their subjection, but, when they .lagged too fgr behind,
they were brought to their place by a jerk of impatience Lhal'
threatened their very existence. He had a th_ck, matted hegd of
black hair, and a pair of whiskers that disdained the effeminacy
of either scissors or razor, and revelled in all the exuberant and
wild profusion of nature. His countenance was much weather-
beaten from constant exposure to the vicissitudes ot heat and qold,
but was open, good-natured, and manly. Such was my client.
He advanced and shook me cordially by the hand.

““ Glad to see you, sir,” he said; ‘‘ you are welcome to Ply-
mouth. My name is John Barkins ; 1 dare say you have often heard
of me, forvcverybody knows me about these parts. Any one will
tell you what sort of a man John Barkins is. That's me—that s my
name, do you see? I am a persecuted man, lawyer; but I ain’t al-
together quite run down yet, neither. 1 hgve a case in court;.l
dare say Mr. Robins has told you of it. He isa very clever man is
old Billy, and as smart a chap of his age as you Wll! see anywhere
a’most. 1 suppose you have often heard of him before, for,every-
body knows William Robins in these parts. It’s the most impor-
tant case, sir, ever tried in this county. If I lose it, Plymouth is
done. There’s an end to the fisheries, and a great many of us are
a going to sell off and quit the country.” .

I will not detail his cause to you in his own words, because it
will fatigue you as it wearied me in hearing it. It possessed no pub-
lic interest whatever, though it was of some importance to him-
sell as regarded the result. It appeared that he had fitted out a
large vessel for the Labrador fishery, and taken with him a very
full crew, who were to share in the profits or loss of the adven-
ture. The agreement, which was a verbal one, was, that on the
completion of the voyage the cargo should be sold, and thq net
proceeds be distributed in equal portions, one half to appertain to
the captain and vessel, and the other half to the crew, a.nd to be
equally divided among them. The underlaking was a disastrous
ome, and on their return the seamen repudiated the bargain, and
sued him for wages. It was, therefore, a very simple affair, being
a mere question of fact as to the partnership, and that depending
wholly on the evidence. Having ascertained these particulars, and
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inquired into the vature of the proof by which his delense was 1o doo't ki
be supported, and given him his instructions, I requested him to has a ¢«
call upon me again in the morning before Court, and bowed to of his bx
him in a manner too significant to be misunderstood. He, however case. I
still lingered in the room, and, turning his hat round and round You kn¢
scveral times, examining the rim very carefully, as if at a loss to “ Yas
discover the front from the back part of it, he looked up at last, “You
and said— and adv
‘“ Lawyer, 1 have a favour to ask of you.” 2 “youd
‘“ What is it?” 1 inqured. I ans
¢ There is a man,” he replied, ‘‘ coming agin me to-morrow as “ Gac
a witness, of the name of Lillum. He thinks himself a great judge B fisherm:
of the fisheries, and he does know a considerable some, I must ; man in
say, but, d him ! T caught fish afore he was born, and know : is John
more about fishing than all the Lillums of Plymouth put together. 3  hook wi
Will you just ask him one question?” 800D as
““ Yes fifty, if you like.” Give hi
““Well, T only want you to try him with one, and that will deck; h
choke him. Ask him if he knows ¢ how many fins a cod 'has, at mouth, |
a word.”” “ Goc
‘“ What has that got to do with the cause?” I said, with un- morning
feigned astonishment. . “ Goq
““ Everything, sir,”” he answered; ‘‘cverything in the world. Dinne
If he i8 to come Lo give his opinion on other men’s business, the myself s
best way is to see il he knows his own. Tarnation, man! he don’t ample ju
know a cod-fish when he sees it; if he does, he can tell you ¢ how wine, w
many fins it bas, al a word.” It is a great calch that. 1 have won was mos
a greal many half-pints of brandy on it. I never knew a feller o8 cigars.
that could answer that question yet, right off the reel.” commor
He then explained to me that, in the enumeration, oune small | of being
fin was always omitted by those who had nol previously made a changin
minute examinalion. room, fil
““Now, sir,” said he, ‘“if he can’t cipher out that question (and round t|
I'll go a hogshead of rum on it he can’t), turn him right out of the i sembling
box, and tell him to go a voyage with old John BarKins—thal’s ; the plac
me, my name is John Barkins—and he will larn him- his trade. 9 people.
Will you ask him that question, lawyer?” ; man, wl
““ Certainly,” I said, ““if you wish it.’ . with a v
““ You will gaiu the da) then, sir, ‘hg continued, much elated , passeng
““ you will gain he day, then, as sure as fate. Good-by, lawyer! i sailor’s |
When he had nearly rc.nlmd the foot of the staircase, 1 heard peared L
him returning, and, opening Lhc door, he looked in and said— 3 easy acc
“You won't [Ulbbl will you?—my name is John Barkins; ask ‘ lo imagi
anybody about here, and llu) will tell you who I am, for every- ] packet.
body knows John Bdll\lllb in these parts. The other man’s name ; mind at
18 Lillum—a very decent, ‘sponsible-looking man, too; but he ' night, an
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15¢ was Lo don’t know cvery({ling. Take him up all short. ‘ How many fins
ed him to i has a cod, at a word?’ says you. If you can lay him on the broad
bowed to ' of his back with that question, I don’t care a farthing if I lose the
, however ' case. It’s a greal satisfaction to nonplush a knowin’ one that way.
wd round You know the question?”

taloss to ‘“Yes, yes,” I replied, impatie“tly. ““1 know all about it.”

1p at last, , ““You do, do you, sir?” said he, shutting the door behind him,
and advancing towards me, and looking me steadily in the face;
““youdo, do you? Then, ‘ how many fins has a cod, at a word?’”

I answered as he had instructed me.

NOrrow as ““Gad, sir,” he said, ‘“it’s a pity your father hadn’t made a
real judge : tisherman of you, for you know more about a cod now than any
ie, I must man in Plymouth but one, old John Barkins—that’s me, my name
and know : i8 John Barkins. Everybody knows me in these parts. Bait your

together. 4 hook with that question, and you'll catch old Lillum, 1 know. As
' soon as he has it in his gills, drag him right out of the water.
Give him no time to play—in with him, and whap him on the

that will ) deck; hit him hard over the head—it will make him open his
'd 'has, at mouth, and your hook is ready for another catch.”

““Good night, Mr. Barkins,” 1 replied; ‘‘ call on me in the
with un- morning. 1am fatigued now.”

¢“ Good night, sir,” he answered ; ¢‘ you won’t forget?”
1e world, Dinner was now announced, and my friend Mr. Robins and

iness, the myself sat down to it with an excellent appetite. Having done
! he don’t ample justice to the good cheer of Mrs. Brown, and finisiied our
you ¢ how wine, we drew up to the fire, which, at that season of the year,
have won was most acceptable in the morning and evening, and smoked our
v a feller e cigars. Robins had so many good stories, and told them so un-

commonly well, that it was late before we retired lo rest. Inslead

ue small 4 of being shown into the bed-room I had temporarily occupied for
y made a changing my dress before dinner, 1 was ushered into a long, low

‘ room, fitted up on either side with/ berths, with a locker running
stion (and round the base, and in all respects, except the skylight, re-

out of the : sembling a cabin. Strange as it appeared, it was in keeping with
1s—thal’s ! the place (a fishing port), its population, and the habits of the
s trade. 4 people. Mrs. Brown, the landlady, was the widow of a seafaring
, man, who had, no doubt, fitted up the chamber in this manner

with a view to economize room, and thus accommodate as many

:h elated , passengers (as he would designate his guests) as possible in this

MEL

lawyer! @ sailor’s home. A lamp hung suspended from the ceiling, and ap-

, 1 heard peared to be supplied and trimmed for the night, so as to afford
nd said— easy access and egress at all hours. It was almost impossible not
kins; ask lo imagine one'’s self at sea, on board of a crowded coasting-

or every- | packet. Retreat was impossible, and therefore I made up my
wn’s name , miud at once to submit to this whimsical arrangement for the
); but he : night, and, baving undressed myself, was about to climb into a
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vacaut berth near the door, when some one opposite called out—

‘“ Lawyer, is that you?”

It was my old tormentor, the skipper. Upon ascertaining who
it was, he immediately got out of bed, and crossed over to where
I was standing. He had nothing on but a red nightcap, and a
short loose check shirt, wide open at the throat and breast. He
looked like a huge bear walking upon his hind-legs, he was so
hairy and shaggy. Seizing me by the shoulders, he clasped me
tightly round the neck, and whispered—

“*How many fins has a cod, at a word?’
You won't forget, will you?”

““ No,” I said, ‘1 not only will not forget it to-morrow, but I
shall recollect you and your advice as long as 1 live. Now let me
get some rest, or | shall be unable to plead your cause for you, as
I am excessively faligued and very drowsy.”

‘“ Certainly, certainly,” he said; *“ turn in, but don’t forget the
catch.”

It was some time before the hard bed, the faligues of the
journey, and the novelty of the scene, permitted me to compose
myself for sleep; and just as I was dropping off into a slumber,
| huml the same unwelcome sounds—

That's the question.

‘“ Lawyer, lawyer, are you asleep?”

I affected not to hear bim, and, after another incffectual at-
tempt on his part Lo rouse me, he desisted ; but I heard him mut-
ter to himsell—

‘“ Plague take the sarpent! he’ll forget it and lose all : a feller
that falls asleep at the belm, ain’t fit to be trusted no how.”

I was not doomed, however, to oblain repose upon such easy
terms. The skipper’s murmurs had scarcely died away, when a
I'rench fisherman from St. Mary’s Bay entered the room, and
stumbling over wy saddlebags, which he anathematized in bad
French, bad English, and in a language compounded of both,

and embellished with a few words of Indian origin, he called out
loudly—

¢ Célestine, are you here?”

This interrogatory was responded o by another from the upper
end of the room—

‘“Is that you, Baptiste? Which way is the wind?”

¢ Nor’-nor’-west.”

““Then I must sail for Hahfax to-morrow.”

While Baptiste was undressing, an operation which was soon
performed (with the exception of the time lost in pulling off an
obstinate and mostintractable pair of boots), the following absurd
conversation took place.  Upon hearing the word Halifac, (as he
called it) Baptiste expressed great horror of the place, and espe-
cially the red devils (the soldiers) with which it was infested.
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He said the last time he was there, as he was passing the King's
Wharf to go to his vessel late at night, the sentinel called out to
him, ‘“ Who come dare?”” to which impertinent question he gave
no answer. The red villain, he said, repeated the challenge
louder than before, but, as he knew it was none of his business,
he did not condescend to reply. The soldier then demanded, in
a voice of thunder, for the third time, ‘““ Who come dare?” ‘‘ to
which,” to use his own words, ‘1 answer him, ¢ What the devil
is that to you?" and ran off so fast as my legs would carry me,
and faster too; but the villain knew the way better nor me, and
just stuck his ¢ bagonut’ right into my thigh, ever so far as one
inch. Oh!” said Baptiste (who had become excited by the recol-
lection of the insult, and began to jump about the floor, making a
most villanous clatter with the half-drawn boot), ““ Oh! I was
very mad, you may depend. I could have murder him, I was so
vexed. Oh'T was so d—— mad, I ran straight off to the vessel
without stopping , and—jumped right into bed.”

Célestine expressed great indignation at such an unprovoked
and cowardly assault, and advised him, if ever he caught that
soldier again,alone and unarmed, and had his two grown-upsons,
Lewis and Dominique, with him, to give him a sound drubbing,
and then weigh anchor, and sail right out of the harbour. He
congratulated himself, however, that if the soldier had run the
point of his bayonet into lis fricnd, he had lately avenged it by
making a merchant there feel the point of a joke that was equally
sharp, and penetrated deeper. He had purchased goods, he said,
of a trader at Halifax upon this express promise—

““1f you will trust me this spring, I will pay you last fall. The
merchant,” he observed, ‘‘ thought I was talking bad English,
but it is very good English; and when last fall comes again, I will
keep my word and pay him, but not till then. Don’t he hope he
may get his money the day before yesterday?”

Bapltiste screamed with delight at this joke, which, he said, he
would tell his wife Félicité, and his two daughters, Angélique
and Blondine, as soon as he returned home. Having succeeded
al last in escaping from his tenacious boot, he turned in, and,
as soon as his head touched the pillow, was sound asleep.

In the morning when I awoke, the first objects that met my eye
were the Bandanna handkerchief | the red waistcoat and blue coat,
while a good-natured face watched over me with all the solicitude
of a parent for the first moments of wakefulness.

‘““ Lawyer, arc you awake?” said Barkins. ““ This is the great
day—the greatest day Plymouth ever saw! We shall know now
whether we are to carry on the fisheries , or give them up to the
Yankees. Everything depends upon that question ; for Heaven’s
sake, don’t forget it!— How many fins has a cod, at a word ?’

. i
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It is very late now. Itiseighto’clock, and the courts meetat ten,

and the town is full. All the folks from Chebogue, and Jegoggin,
and Salmon River, and Beaver River, and Eel Brook, and Polly

Crossby’s Hole, and the
Island , and far and near,
catch. I never lost a bet «
of brandy on it, if you we

“Do go away and let me dress myself!”

‘I won’t forget you.”
““ Well, I'll go below,
me when you want me

dear me,” he continued ,

" he replied,

Gut and the Devil’s

Island, and Ragged

are come. IU's a great day and a great
m it yet. You may win many a half-pint

n’t forget it.”

X

I said, petulantly.

if you wish it, but call for

My name is John Barkins; ask any one
for me, for every man knows John Barkins in these parts. But,

“1 forgot!” and,

taking an enormous

key out of his pocket, he olwm'd a sea-chest, from which he drew
a large glass decanter, highly gilt, and a rammer of corresponding

dimensions , with a golden edge.
and the glass in the other,

Taking the bottle in one hand
he drew the small round gilt stopper

with his mouth, and, pouring out about half a pint of the liquid,
he said , ¢ Here, lawyer, take a drop of bitters this morning, just

to warm the stomach and clear your throat.

It's excellent! It 18

old Jamaiky and sarsy-parilly, and will do your heart good. It’s
an antifogmatic, and will make you as hungry as a shark, and as

lively as a thrasher!

I shook my head in silence and despair, for 1 saw he was a
man there was no escaping from.

“You won’t, ¢h?’

‘“No, thank you, I ne

morning ?

ver take anything

ol the kind in the

*“ Where the deuce was you broughten up,” he asked, with
distended eyes, ‘¢ that you haven’t lost the taste of your mother’s
milk yet? You are worse than an Isle of

wild, ontamed devils suc
1 will, then ; so here goes,

vanished in an instant, and he returned the bhottle and the glass

to their respective places. As he went, slowly and sulkily, down

stairs, hé muttered, ‘‘H
that, after all; and they

l\lt‘ for two ye ars!

Mll)l«' u)ll. and them

Well, if you won't,

" and holc hm\ back his head, the potion

ang bim! he’s only a fresh-water fish

ain’t even fit for

neither substance nor flavour!”
After breakfast, Mr. Robins conducted me to the court-house,

which was filled almost to suffocation.

ly called, and the jury placed in the box.
sworn, 1 inquired of Barkins whether any of them were related

to the plaintiffs, or had been known to express an opinion ad-

iunl for they have

The panel was immediate-
Previous to their being

verse to hus interests ; for 1f such was the case, it was the time to
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el at ten,

—— £ gistrates, and every man in the house,—a defiance that was
“u”f",‘qm’, 5 accompanied by a menacing outstretched arm_and clenched fist.
bic Polly ! A shout of laughter that nearly shook the \\‘ulns of the building
1 Ragged B\ followed this violent outbreak. Nothing daunted by their ridi-
d “5"7"“ B \ cule, however, he returned to the charge, and said,
hipi=pins S “lrepeatit; 1 challenge the whole of you,if you dare!”’

) "g Here the Court interposed, and asked lnm what he meant by
olantly. ¥ such indecent behaviour.

s : ““Meant!” he said, ‘1 mean what 1 say. The strange lawyer
it eall for here tells me now 18 my time to ('hil”(‘llf_’(‘; and 1 claim my right;
Lany one - % 1do challenge any or all of you! Pick out any man present you
i “m; please, take the smartesl rh:.q» you've got, pui us both on board
NOrmous

| he drew
sponding
yne hand
L stopper
e qunid,

the same vessel, and I challenge him to cateh, spit, clean, salt,
and stow away as many fish in a day as I can,—cod, polluck
shad, or mackerel; I don’t care which, for 1t’s all the

same Lo me;
and I'll zo a hogshead of rum on it 1 beat him!

Will any man
take up the challenge?” and he turned slowly round and examined

. 8 the whole crowd. ““You won’t, won’t you? I guess not, you
ing, J“Sl ) know a trick worth two of that, 1 reckon! There, lawyer, there
nt! It 18 by is my challenge ; now go on with the cause!” )
od. 18 ’ As soon as order was restored the jury were sworn, and the
¢, and as plaintiff’s counsel opened his case and called his witnesses, the last

of whom was Mr. Lillum.
he was a ‘““That’s him!” said Barkins, putting both arms round my neck
and nearly choking me, as he whispered, ¢ Ask him ¢ how many
. he fins a cod has, ata word?”” 1 now stood up to cross-examine
a >

him, when 1 was again in the skipper’s clutches. ““Don’t forget
o)

_ the question is...."”
ed, with

mother’s
nd them
w won't,
10 lmliull.
the glass
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vater fish
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“If you do not sit down immediately, sir,” 1 said, in
and authoritative voice (for the scene
““and leave me to conduct the
from the Court!”

a loud
had become ludicrous),
cause my own way, | shall retire

He sat down, and, groaning audibly, put both hand before his
face and muttered,

There is no dependence on a man that sleeps at the helm!”

I commenced, however, in the way my poor client desired : for

I'saw plainly that he was more anxious of what he called stumping

old Lillum and nonplushing him, than about the result of his

trial, although he was firmly convineed that the one depended on
mediate- the other.

ir being “How
o related
nion ad-
e time Lo “Youare, of course, perfectly ¢ un\ummt with the-cod-fishery?”

rose and : ““Perfectly. I know as much, if not more, about it than any
1 of ma- man in I’I_\nmulh,

t-house,

many years have
fishery, sir?”
“'I‘\\'unl\' five.

yvou been engaged in the Labrador
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Here Barkins pulled my coat, and most beseechingly said,—

‘““Ask him.....”

‘“ Be quiet, sir, and do not interrupt me!” was the consolatory
reply he received.

““Of course, then, after such long experience, sir, you know
a cod-fish when you see it?”

““I should think so!”

““That will not do, sir. Will you swear that you do?”’

““] do not come here to be made a fool of !”

““Nor I either, sir; I require you to answer yes or no. Will you
undertake to swear that you know a cod-fish when you see it?”

“1 will, sir.”

Here Barkins rose and struck the table with his fist a blow that
nearly split it, and, turning to me, said,—

““Ask him....”

‘“Silence, sir!” lagain vociferated. ‘“Let there beno mistake,”
I continued. ‘‘I will repeat the question. Do you undertake to
swear that you know a cod-fish when you see it?”

“I do, sir, as well as I know my own name when I see it.”

“Then, sir, how many fins has a cod, ata word?”

Here the blow was given, not on the deal slab of the table, but on
my back, with such forceas to throw me forward on my two hands.

‘“Ay, floor him !” said Barkins, ‘“let him answer that question !
The lawyer has you there! How many fins has a cod, at a word,
you old sculpin?”’

““1 can answer you that without hesitation.”

‘““How many, then?”

““Let me see—three on the back, and two on the belly, that's
five; two on the nape, that’s seven; and two on the shoulder,
that’s nine. Nine, sir!”

““ Missed it, by Gosh ! said Barkins. ““Didn’t 1 tell you so? |
knew he couldn’tanswerit. And yet that fellow has the impudence
to call himself a fisherman !”

Here I requested the Court to interfere, and compel my unfor-
tunate and excited client to be silent.

“1s there not a small fin beside?” 1 said, ““between the under
jaw and the throat?”

““1 believe there 1s.”

“You believe! Then, sir, it scems you are in doubt, and that
you do not know a cod-fish when you see it.  You may go ; I will
not ask you another question.  Go, sir! but let me advise you to
be more careful in your answers for the future.”

There was a universal shout of laughter in the Court, and Bar-
kins availed himself of the momentary noise to slip his hand under
the table and grip me by the thigh, so as nearly to sever the flesh
from the bone. .
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‘“ Bless your soul, my stout fresh-waster fish!”’ he said; ‘“ you
have gained the case, after all! Didn’t I tell you he couldn’t
answer that question? It's a great great catch, isn’t it ?”

The plaintiffs had wholly failed in their proof. Instead of con-
tenting themselves with showing the voyage and their services,
from which the law would have presumed an assumpsit to pay
wages according Lo the ordinary course of business, and leaving
the defendant to prove that the agreement was a special one, they
attempted to prove too much, by establishing a negative; and, in
doing so, made out a sufficient defence for Barkins. Knowing
how much depended upon the last address to the jury, when the
judge was incompetent to direct or control their decision, I closed
on the plaintiff’s case, and called no witnesses. The jury were
informed by the judge, that, having now heard the case on the
part of the plaintiffs and also on the part of the defendants, it was
their duty to make up their minds, and find a verdict for one or
the other. After this very able, intelligible, and impartial charge,
the jury were conducted to their room, and the greater part of the
audience adjourned to the neighbouring tavern for refreshment.
The judges then put on their hats, for the air of the hall felt cold
after the withdrawal of so many persons, and the president asked
me to go and take a seat on the bench with them.

“ ”ldl was a very happy thought of yours, sir,” he remarked,
““about the fins. 1don’t think another l(m\m in the province hut
yourself knows how many fins a cod has. A man who has travelled
as much as you have, has a great advantage. If you had never
been in England, you never would have learned that, for you never
would have crossed the banks of Newfoundland, and seen the
greal fishery there. But this is dull work ; let us retreat into the
adjoining room, and have a smoke until the jury returns. They
will soon be back, and 1 think 1 may venture to say youare sure
of a verdict. You displayed great skill in that matter of the fins.”

Just as we were about retiring, our attention was arrested b\' a
great noise, occasioned by a constable endeavouring to remove a
turbulentand drunken fellow from the court. The judge promplly
interfered, fined him five shillings for hiy contemptuous conduct,
and directed the prothonotary to lay it out in purchasing a lmlllu
of wine wherewith to drink the health of the Stranger Lawyer.
Having settled this little matter to his satisfaction, he led the way
to the anteroom, where pipes were provided, and the officer soon
appeared with the wine and some glasses. Fillinga tumbler, the
prothonotary apologized for not being able to remain with us, and
drank respectfully to the health of the Court.

‘* Stop, sir!’ Your conducl is un-
pardonable ! 1 consider your behaviour a great contempt in helping
yoursell first. I fine you five shillings for your indecent haste,

sald the judge ; ‘“ stop sir !
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and request you to pay it immediately in the shape of a bottle of
brandy; for that wine,” of which he took a tumbler full by way
of tasting, ‘“ is not fit for a gentleman to drink.”

““A very forward fellow that prothonotary!”
dignitary, as the officer withdrew. ‘

“Instead of being contented with being the clerk of the court,
he wants to be the master of it, and I find it necessary to keep him
in his place. Only think of his confounded impudence in pre-
suming to help himself first! He would drink the millpond dry
if it was wine, and then complain it didn’t hold enough! For my
own parl, I am obliged to be very abstemious now, as I am subject
to the gout. 1 never exceed two bottles of late years, and I rectify
the acidity of the wine by taking a glass of clear brandy (which 1
call the naked truth) between every two of Madeira. Ah, here is
the brandy, lawyer! Your very good health, sir—pray help your-
self ; and, Mr. Prothonolary, here’s better manners to you in future.
Seniores priores, sir, that's the rule.”

Here the constable knocked at the door, and announced that
the jury were in attendance.

“Don’t rise, Mr. Sandford,” said the judge; ‘‘let them wait :
haste is not dignified. Help yourself, sir; this is very good brandy.
I always like to let them appear to wail upon me, instead of their
thinking I wait upon them. What with the prothonotary treading
on my toes and the jury on my heels, 1 have enough to do to pre-
serve the dignity of the court, I assure you. Bul Tempus preter-
labetur est, as we used to say at Cambridge, Massachusclts ; that
is, John Adams, senior, and our class, for 1 was contemporary
with that talented and distinguished—ahem—stingy rebel! Help
yourself, sir.  Come, I won’t leave any ol this agua vite for that
thirsty prothonotary. Thege, sir,” he said, smacking his lips with
evidentdelight, ¢“ there 1s the finis and his fine. Now let us go
into court. But give me your arm, sir, for I think I feel a slight
twinge ol that abominable gout. A dreadful penalty that, that

Nature assesses on gentility.  But not so fast, if you please, sir !

said the legal

true dignity delights in otium, or leisure ; but abhors negotium,
or hurry. Haste is the attribute df a prothonotary, who writes,
talks, and drinks as fast as he can,-but is very unbecoming the
aravily and majesty of the law.  The gait of a judge should be
slow, stately, and solemn. But here we are, let us take our res-
peetive seats.”’

\s soon as we made our appearance, the tumultuous wave of
the crowd rushed into the courthouse, and, surging backward
and forward, gradually settled dowun to a level and tranquil
surlace.  The pancl was then called over, and the verdict read
aloud. It was tor the defendant,
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to have been prepared forany event. He had had his grautfication
already. ‘* Old Lillum was floored,” the ‘‘ knowing one had been
luml'l{mhul," and he was satisfied. He had a duty to perform,
however, which he did with great pleasure, and 1 have no doubt
with great liberality. The jury were to be ‘¢ treated,” for it was
the custom of those days for the winning party to testify his
gratitude by copious libations of brandy and rum. As soon as the
verdict was recorded, he placed himself at their head, and led the
way to the tavern with as much gravity and order as if he was
conducting a guard of honour. As soon as they were all in the
street, he turned about, and walking backwards so as to face
them, and at the same time not to interrupt their progress to that
mansion of bliss, he said,

““ A pretty fellow that Lillum, ain’t he? to swear he knew what
a cod was, and yet couldn’t tell how many fins it had, at a word!
Who would have thought that milksop of a lawyer would have
domne so well? He actually scared me when 1 first saw him ; for a
feller that smoke cigars instead of a pipe, drinks red ink (port
wine ) instead of old Jamaiky, and has a pair of hands as white as
the belly of a flat fish, ain’t worth his pap, in a general way.
Howsumdever, 1t don’t do to hang a feller for his locks, after all,
that’s a fact; for that ¢rittur 1s like a singed cat, better nor he
seems. But, come, let’s liquor!”

1 did not see him again till the evening, when he came to con-
gratulatec me upon having done the handsomest thing, he said,
as every body allowed, that ever was done in Plymouth, —shown
the greatest fisherman in it (in his own conceit) that he didn't
know a cod-fish when he saw it.

““1t was a great cateh that, lawyer,” he continued, and he raised
me up in his arms and walked round the room with me as if he
were carrying a baby. ¢ Don’t forget it, * How many fins has a
cod, at a word?”  Yaw never need to want a half-pint of brandy
while you have that fact to bet upon!”

The next day I left Plymouth very early in the morning. When
I descended to the door, I found both Robins and Barkins there,
received a hearty and cordial farewell from both of them. The
latter entreated me, if ¢¥er 1 camie that way again, to favour him
with a visit, as he had some capital Jamaica forty years old,
and would be glad to instruct me in the habits of fish and
fishermen.

1 will show you,” he said, ¢ how to make a shoal of mackerel
follow your vessel like a pack of dogs. I can tell you how to
make them rise from the bottom of the sea in thousands, when
common folks can’t tell there is one there, ‘and then how to feed
and coax them away to the very spot you want to take them. I
will show you how to spear shad, and how to strike the fattest
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salmon that ever was, so that it will keep to go to the East In-
dies; and I'll larn you how to smoke herrings without dryin’
them hard, and tell you the wood and the vegetables that give
them the highest flavour; and even them cussed, dry, good-for-
nothing all-wives, I'll teach you how to cure them so you will
say they are the most delicious fish you ever tasted in all your
life. T will, upon my soul! And now, before you go, I want you
to do me a good turn, lawyer. Just take this little silver flask,
my friend, to remember old John Barkins by, when he is dead
and gone, and when people in these parts shall say when you
inquire after him, that they don’t know such a man as old John
Barkins no more. It is a beautiful article. I found it in the pocket
of a captain of a Spanish privateer that boarded my vessel, and
that I hit over the head with a handspike, so hard that he never
knew what hurt him. It will just suit you, for it only holds a
thimble-full, and was made a purpose for fresh-water fish, like
Spaniards and lawyers. Good-by! God bless you, sir! A fair
wind and a short passage to you!”

I had hardly left the door, before I heard my name shouted
after me.

¢ Mr. Sandford |—lawyer! lawyer....’

It was old Barkins. I anticipated his object; I knew it was his
old theme,—

‘“ Lawyer, don’t forget the catch, * How many fins has a cod,
at a word "

]

CHAPTER 111,
ASKING A GOVERNOR TO DINE.

The arrival of an English steamer at Halifax, and the landing of
a Governor-general for Canada, have formed an all-engrossing
topic of conversation during the past week at Illinoo. In the
winter season, when but few vessels enter the port, and during
the period that intervenes between seed-time and harvest, when
the operations of agriculture are wholly suspended, politics are
ably and amply discussed, and very sapient conjectures formed as
to the future, in those interesting and valuable normal schools for
statesmen—the debating societies, taverns, blacksmiths’ shops,
taprooms, and the sunny and sheltered corners of the streets.
Every one, however humble his station may be, is uncommonly
well-informed on affairs of state. A man who can scarcely patch
the tattered breeches of a patriot, can mend with great facility and
neatness a conslitution, and he who exhibits great awkwardness
in measaring a few vards of riband manifests astonishing skill in
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|

handling the measures of a government. Indeed, provincials have
a natural turn for political economy, as the Germans and Italians
havel for music; and it is the principal source of amusement they
possess.

If Lord John Russell were to spend an evening at the public
room of the Exchange in this town, he would find such topics as
the corn-laws, free trade, responsible government, and repeal of
the union, disposed of to his entire satisfaction, in a manner so
lucid, so logical and conclusive, that he could not fail to be both
astonished and edified. He would be convinced that the Colonial
Office should be removed from Downing Street, London, to Shark
Street, Blueberry Square, Illinoo, where there are master minds
capable of directing, reconciling, and advancing the complicated
interests of a vast and populous empire. To such a zealous states-
man discussions of this kind would, no' doubt, be exccedingly
interesting ; but, as they are too deep and difficult for my compre-
hension, I prefer listening to the graphic, though rather ascetic,
‘¢ Sketches of Life in a Colony,” by my friend Barclay :—

Two such important and simultaneous arrivals, sir, he said, as
those of a steamer and a governor, always create great interest
in this country—the one for wonders achieved, and the other for
wonders to be performed. Indeed, they are so identified one with
the other, that the reception and farewell they severally receive
are precisely similar. The approach of both is regarded with in-
tense curiosily, and witnessed with great anxiety by the whole
population, on account of the novelties they are expected to bring
with them; and both the great ship and the great man depart, so
noiselessly and so quietly, as not even to disturb the dulness of
that drowsy town Halifax, for, alas! their sojourn here is a tale
that is told. The formal landing and final embarkation of a Gover-
nor present such a singular contrast, that they are well worth de-
scribing.

As soon as it is known that this high functionary is on board,
all the little world of Halifax rush with impetuous haste, like a
torrent, into Water Street, and from thence through a narrow
passage like an arched tunnel; down an abrupt declivity, to a long,
narrow, dingy, and unsafe wharf, the extremity of which is co-
vered ‘with the exception of a footpath of about nine feet wide) by
a low miserable shed, that isdignified with the name of the *¢ Cus-
toms’ Warchouse.” The whole of the surface of this dangerous
place 1s crowded to excess, by a mixed and motleyed multitude of
black and white of both sexes—porters, truckmen, and cabmen,
vociferously demand or enforce a passage, while those on the
outer edge, pressed Lo the extremity of the docks, utter loud

screams of terror from the impending danger of instant death by
drowning.
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Amid such a confused and moving throng it is not easy to dis-
tinguish individuals, but any one acquainted with the town can
see that the heathen who worship the rising sun are there, and
the Pharisees, who are waiters on Providence, the restless and the
discontented, the hungry and needy place-hunters, and, above all,
the seekers for position—not a safe position on the Quay, because,
in such a crowd no place is safe—but for an improved social posi-
tion, which the countenance of the Governor is expected to confer.
This holiday is claimed and enjoyed by the people and their lead-
ers. There is no place allotted for persons of another class, and,
if there were, they would soon be compelled to leave it by the
intolerable ‘‘ pressure from without.” Many an anxious face is
now illumined by expectations of better times; for hope, like the
Scottish fir, takes root and flourishes in a cold and sterile soil,
that refuses nutriment to anything less vivacious. Far above the
heads of the gaping multitude rises the huge Leviathan, the steam-
er equally crowded with the wharf with strange-looking people,
habited in still stranger-looking foreign costumes, staring with
listless indifterence at the idle curiosity of the idle mob beneath.
The descent from the deck, which is effected by a few almost per-
pendicular planks, without railing, hand-rope, or any security
whatever, like the descent to the grave, 18 common to all, from
the viceroy, with his gay and numerous staff, to the stoker with
his sooty and cumbrous sack of coals, who, reversing the order of
things, imparts more than he receives.

The thunder of artillery from the citadel and the flag-ship of
the Admiral announce to the world the important event that the
Governor has now landed ; and the national anthem from the band
of the guard of honour, and the cheers of the free and enlightened
citizens of Halifax, are the first strains of welcome that salute his
car. On his way to the palace he stops for a few moments at the
““Province Building,” where, among the fashion, beauty, and gentry
ol the town, and surrounded by the executive councillors, he takes
the usual oaths of oflice, and assumes the reins of Government,
Legislative and civie bodies now present to him addresses, ex-
pressive of their heartfelt gratitude to their most gracious Sove-
reign for having sclected, as a particular mark of favour to them-
selves, such a distinguished man to rule over them, which they
cannot but attribute to their own unquenchable and unquestionable
loyalty, and to the kind and good feeling they ever exhibited to
his predecessors. They do not forget to remind him that they
have always felt as allectionately as they have expressed themselves
decorously towards every Governor of this province, none of whom
they have ever placed in a position of difticulty, or deserted when
they found him so situated; and conclude with an offer of their
cordial and strenunous support.
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The Governor, on his part, a gentleman by birth and education,
i8 much affected with this flattering reference to himself, and the
kind and generous greeting with which he has been received.
He naturally supposes that such respectable looking people mean
whal they say; and as they have, with a delicacy above all praise,
made no mention of any difference of opinion among themselves,
he augurs well of his success among a united population, whose
leadcrs express themselves so well and feel so warmly. Touched
by a behaviour that appeals directly to his heart, and unwilling
to be outdone in such magnanimous conduct, he assures them
that it will be his pleasure, as it is his duty, to co-operate with
them in any measure that has for its object the benefit of the
province; and that they may confidently rely upon his untiring
efforts to develop the vast resources, both mineral and agricul-
tural, of this interesting and beautiful appendage of the British
Empire.

Assoon as these ceremonies are terminated ,immediate reference
18 made by some of his new and sincere [riends to the army list
or peerage books for the purpose of ascertaining his services or
his pedigree, but never, 1 am happy to say, for the credit of our
population, for discovering some blot in his escutcheon, or some
failure in his conduct wherewith to vilify or abuse him hereafter;
for such is the resource only of low and ignoble minds. But,
alas! colonial addresses are commonly but unmeaning compli-
ments, and the promises of supportthey contain are always accom-
panied by a mental reservation that a valuable equivalent is to be
rendered in return.  As soon as he finds it necessary to call for
the fulfilment of this voluntary engagement, he finds to his astonish-
ment that this harmonious and happy people are divided into two
parties, Conservatives and_great Liberals. What that term Con-
servatism means, 1 do not exactly know; and it is said that in
England Sir Robert Peel is the only man thatdoes. Butina colony
it would puzzle that wily and cameleon-like politician even to
conjecture ns signification. 1 take it, however, to be an abandon-
ment of all principle, and the substitution of expediency in its
place; a relinquishment of any political creed, and the adoption
ol a shiding-scale whereby tenets rise or fall according to popular
pulsation. Great Liberalism, on the other hand, is better under-
stood, for it is as ancient as a republic. It rests in theory on uni-
versal suffrage and equal rights; but in practice exhibits the ex-

clusion and tyrauny ol a majority.

The real objects of these two amiable and attractive parties are
$0 well masked under high-sounding
sions, that the limited period of gubernatorial rule is generally
half expired before astranger understands them.  When, at last,
he attempts to reconcile these conflicting factions, and to form a

words and specious profes-
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mixed government, that shall combine all the great interests of
the country, the Conservatives inform him, in very moderate and
temperate language, and with much complacency, that they are
both able and willing to govern the province themselves, the
prosperity of which has been greatly advanced by their sound and
judicious policy. They admit that they have conferred several im-
portant appointments of late upon their own relatives, but entreat
him to believe that affinity never entered into their consideration;
for, as they are the best qualified themselves to form an adminis-
tration, so are their connexions the most suitable for public
offices. At the same time, they‘proclaim their extreme anxiety to
carry out his views, and promote the peace and harmony of the
country ; and, as a proof of the great sacrifice they are willing to
make, offer to him a resignation of one seat at the council board,
which is attended with great labour and unaccompanied by any
remuneration, and also one legal appointment, to which the large
salary of eighty pounds sterling a-year is attached.

The Great Liberals, on the other hand, with a vast display of
learning (for they have some distinguished jurists among them),
treat him to a long dissertation on the British Constitution, the
principles of which they have derived, with infinite industry and
research, from the notes of an American edition of ‘* Blackstone’s
Commentaries,” and inform hiff that they are ready to take office,
if he will turn out all the present incnmbents for their benefit, or
create an equal number of situations of equivalent value, to sup-
port them while thug engaged in their disinterested labours for
the public good. 'l’lu*.\ frankly state to him that work requires
food, that they ar¢ sturdy men and have a good appetite, and,
moreover, that bread and honey will not appease their hunger.
He therefore finds himself, to his amazement, in what the Ameri-
cans with some humour, but more elegance, call ‘“a considerable
fix.”

But this is a painful subject, and 1 will not pursue it, for I have
nothing in common with either Conservatism or Great Liberalism,
which I believe to be mere modifications of the same thing. |

have done with politics long since.  When I did think or talk of

them, 1 belonged to a party now nearly extinet in these colonies
-the good old Tory party, the best, the truest, the most attached
and loyal subjects her Majesty ever had, or ever will have, in
North America.  There are only a few of them now surviving,
and they are old and infirm men, with shattered constitutions and
broken hearts. They have ceased to recruit, or even to muster
for several years; for who would enlist in a body that was doomed
to inevitable martyrdom, amid the indifference of their friends
and the derision of their enemies? Hunted and persecuted by
rebels and agitators, they were shamefully abandoned to their
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cruel fate by those for whom they had fought and bled, and whole
hecatombs of them were at different times offered up as a sacrifice
to appease the sanguinary wrath of the infidel deities of sedition.
Of late, they have enjoyed comparative repose, for they have nei-
ther influence nor numbers now to render them objects of pro-
scription or insult.  Let us, however, throw a mantle over these
disgusting ulcers in the body polilic, and ‘amuse ourselves by
shooting Folly as it flies.

Let us pass over the intervening space
of the Governor’s rule.

I have described to you his landing; we
will now proceed to the wharf again, witness his embarkation for
his native land, and mark the agreeable change.

The steamer has arrived from Boston en route for England.
She has no passengers for Halifax; and a few bagmen and a sub-
altern or two, whom nobody knows, are the only persons to be
taken on board. The rabble are not there, the Governor’s patron-
age has been small, and he has not been able to find offices for
every applicant. The naked have not all been clothed, and many
of the hungry have been sent empty away. They have seen him
continually; he is no longer a novelty ; his day is past, his power
is gone, and they have now nothing to hope or receive from his
bounty, and nothing to fear or endure from his disapprobation.
Groups of gentlemen and ladies, gay carriages containing many a
familiar face, heads of departments, and the respectable part of
the community (many of whom are personal friends, and warmly
attached to him), occupy the wharf, which now appears to afford
sufficient space for the purpose. Instead of the noisy and vulgar
cheer with which he was received, the tremulous voice, the start-
ing tear, the silent but eloquent pressure of the hand, convince
him that, if he has not received all the support that was so spon-
tancously and insincerely offered to him, he has secured more of
affection and regard than he could have expected in so short a
time; and that his honest endeavours to benefit the country have
been duly appreciated by all those whose good opinion is ‘worth
having.

Such is the usual course of events here ; but sometimes the same
idle and turbulent crowd attend a Governor at his embarkation
that honoured his arrival, and when that is the case, and they
form his exclusive escort, he has good grounds for self-examina-
tion, and he may, with propriety, ask himself what he has done
to deserve such a degradation.

Considering a Governor, apart from his political opinions, as
the head of society at Halifax, it is amusing to _hear the inquiries
and conjectures as to the probable manner in which he will re-
ceive his guests, or whether he will contract or enlarge the circle
of people to be admitted at the palace. There is no little anxiety
among the mammas, to know whether he is married or single,
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and who the persons are that compose his staff. The young ladies
are not less interested in ascertaining whether he is like ly to en-
liven the tedium of winter by giving balls, for, on this lm]bﬂlldlll
subject, the practice has not been uniform.

Tradition has preserved,«and affection has cherished, the me-
mory of dear old Governor Lawrence, who lost his life in the ser-
vice of the fair sex, by over-exertion in attempting to fulfil a vow
to dance with every young lady in the room. For this v vlunl:n'y
martyrdom, he has been ve ry properly canonized, and St. Law-
rence is now universally ¢ onsidered as the patron saint of all Nova
Scotia assemblies.

Among another class, there is an equally important inquiry :
Will he dine out? On this point also, as on the other, there are
many conflicting precedents, from Governor Parr, who preferred
(IIIIHIL' ln\\\ln re to being at home, to his Excellency Governor

Im-par, who, in my opinion, very properly dined nowhere but at
home. As the distributor of rank and patronage, and the arbiter
of fashioun, the course to be adopted by one who is to administer
the affairs of the country for five years is a matter of great im-
portance to people who are desirous of acquiring a position in
society; forf, until recently, anv person whom a Governor coun-
tenanced by accepting his invitation, hecame thereby a sort of
honorary member of the higher class.

My attention was first directed to this peculiarity many years
u.uu,l in the time of Sir Hercules Sampson. A merchant of the
name of Channing, who had begun hfe with a small property,
which, by great industry, and a long course of upright and ho-
nourable dealing, he had increased into a large fortune, was very
anxious that the Governor should impress the Tower mark of his
approbation upon hifnsell and his silver by dining with him. He
had looked forward to this period with much anxietfy for many
years, and bhad built a large and commodious house, which he
filled with rich and expensive furniture. Upon the arrival of Sir
Hercules, he waited upon him with slow and hesitating steps, and,
according to the usual etiquette, solicited the honour of his dining
with him, and naming a time for that purpose. The governor,
who was a considerate, kind-hearted, affable old man, readily ac-
ceded to his wishes, and proposed that day week for conferring
happiness upon him.

Channing returned, with a lighter heart and quicker pace, to
communicate the overpowering news (o his agitated wife. They
were an aflectionate and domestic couple, and had always lived
in perfect seclusion. Great were the fears and many the con-
ferences that preceded this eventful day. Poor Mrs. Channing was
lostn a sea of doubts and perplexities. None of her acquaint-
ances were better mstructed on these matters than herself, for
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'were well understood, from the mistress, who fidgeted unvmlv
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they were all in the same class of life, and equally ignorant of what
she desired to be informed; when, by great good fortune, she
discovered an able counsellor and valuable assistant, well versed
in all the forms and usages of the royal party, in the butler of a
former viceroy.

It was an anxious and trying week, and the longest, in her
apprehension, she had ever passed; but weeks and months, as
well as years, come to an end at last, and the long-expected and
dreaded day bad now arrived. Chairs were uncovered, curtains
unfolded, grates polished, and all thd dinery and bl;mlh rie of the
house (ll\])ld\t'(l to the greatest advantage. Every contingency
had been provided for; every order given, repeated, and reitera-
ted, and her own toilet completed; when, fatigued, exhausted,
and alarmed, she descended to the drawing-room, and awaited
with her husband the awful announcement of her distinguished
guests. The hands of the clock appeared to be stationary. It was
evidently going, but they did not seem to advance. The arrival
of myself and several others, at the same time, was a great relief
to her mind, as it diverted her thoughts from her harassing
anxieties. At last, heavy and long-continued knocks, like the rub-
a-dub of adrum, that made the side of the house vibrate, announced
the approach of the Government-house party.

In those davs the magnetic telegraph of the door-bell had not
been introduced into the country, and it is subject of great regret
to all reflecting minds that it ever has been imported. It is one
of those refinements that have debilitated the tone of our nerves,
and, by depriving them of exercise, rendered them so delicate,
that they are excited and shocked by the least noise. Nor is the
language it speaks by any means so intelligible as that which is
uttered by that ]mll\]l((] deep-toned, ornamental appendage of
the hall-door, the good old brass an ker. At the same time that

“ that intelligent walchman gave notice of an application for ad-

mission, it designated the quality and sometimes the errand of the
visitor. A (imid, single beat bespoke the beggar, whose impa-
tience was very humanely allowed to cool while he was studying
the form of his pelition. A stout, bold, single blow announced a

Hootman, who was immediately admitted for the mutual privilege

of an interesting gossip.  An awkward, feeble double knock was
Proof positive that a poor relation or shabby acquaintance was
gherd; and a slow and reluctant attendance operated as a useful
hint to wear better clothes, or carry a heavier purse in future.
But there was no mistaking the sledge-hammer. blows that made

They had
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on the sofa in the drawing-room, to the lady’s-maid, who flew [rom
the seryants’ snuggery with the lightness and fleetness of a fairy
to recgive the Governor’s lady and daughter, and ascertain with
her g'wn eyes whether these divinities were decorated with ermine
and’ diamonds, or only cat and pasle, as she had heard it whisper-
ed, with a contemptuous sneer, by her confidant at the Admiralty-
house.

At last, the door flew open with such impatient haste as nearly
to demolish a gouty foot that had prottuded itself with careless
ease within its fearful reach, and the servant announced Sir Her-
culesand Lady Sampson, Miss Sampson, L.ord Edward Dummkopf
and the Honourable Mr. Trotz ( the two aides-de-camp), and Captain
Howard (the military secretary). It was a large and formidable
party from one house; and the clatter of swords, and jingle of
spurs, and [the glitter of gold lace and epaulettes, and the glare
of scarlet cloth and blaze of jewellery, was quite overpowering to
the timid and unaccustomed senses of poor Mrs. Channing.

The Governor was a tall, gaunt, iron-framed man, with an erect
and military bearing, that appeared to increase a stature naturally
disproportioned. His head was bald; the hand of Time, or of the
Philistine woman his wife, having removed his hair, which gave
a more striking appearance to an enormous nose that disfigured
a face which would otherwise have been called handsome. His
manner was kind without condescension, and his conversation
agreeable without humbug. Lady Sampson, had she not inherited
a large fortune, might have been supposed to have been selected
by her husband on that principle that so many men appear to
make choice of their wives, namely, for being the very opposite
of what they are themselves.  She was a short, but uncommonly
stout person—unwieldy, perhaps, would be a more appropriate
term, and very vulgar. Her dress was a curious and rather
complicated mass of striking contrasts, which, notwithstanding
her size, awakened the idea of an enormous salmon-fly. ““ Rich
and rare were the gems she wore,” and from their dimensions, in
excellent keeping with the circumference of her huge arms and
neck. Her charms had been duly appreciated by her discerning
husband when on duty with his regiment at Birmingham ; and her
heart was besieged with such military skill and ardour, that she
soon surrendered herselt and her treasure at discretion to the
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conquering hero.

Miss Sampson was an only child. Her glass, and the admira-
tion of her friends, convinced her she was handsome; her mother
had informed her of her large fortune, and she saw the station,
and knew the high reputation of her father. Unlike him, she was
well proportioned ; and, unlike her mother, she was graceful.
Her complexion, which once boasted of the pure red and white
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DD
of England, had slightly suffered from the climate of the West
Indies; the colour, like that of a portrait of Sir Joshua Reynolds,
being somewhat impaired. Young and beautiful, it is not to be
wondered at if she exhibited a little of the pride and haughtiness
of a belle. She lisped a little, cither naturally or affectedly, and
‘ danthed only with her own thett,” or with a few officers of good
family belonging to the ‘¢ thixty-thixth” regiment, whom she

. condescended to honour with her hand. Still, though she talked

more, perhaps, than was agreeable to colonial ears of her ‘‘ own
thett,” it was ¢vident she considered hersell among them, but

notofthem; for, notwithstanding the rank of the gentlemen on her

father’s stafl was superior to his own, which was merely local,
she would sometimag speak of the aides with a slight curl of her
pretty lip as ‘* our dtly bread.”

8  Lord Edward Dummkopf was decidedly the handsomest man

in Halifax; which, considering that it conlains a remarkably good-
looking population of 25,000 inhabitants, three regiments, and the
officers of several men-ol-war, is bestowing no small praise upon
him. He was tall; rather slight, graceful, remarkably well got
up, and had an air of fashion and elegance about him, which is
alone acquired in that high and polished society of \\hh h he was

such a distinzuished member. He had a be autiful head of hair,

g v
2 the value of which was evidently well appreciated by llw(zu(‘
-

bestowed upon it; also a moustache and an imperial of the most
= approved form and unexceptionable colour.  His pale complexion
& gave the idea of a poctical turn of mind. His forehead was high,
xlhuu“h rather narrow, and shghtly receding; the oval of his face
3\\;\5 well defined, but the centre was somewhat concave, \\lmh
¢ to a critic, perhaps, would suggest the idea of the Illb](ll‘ of ¢
T‘spm»n‘ It did not, however, to a casual observer, impair its gene-
“ral beauly, which was illuminated by eyes so pright as to glisten,
rand ornamented with teeth of unrivalled whiteness. With respect
2to his talents, a physiognomist could be atl no loss; for it was
“cvident that the brilliancy of his eyes arose from their peculiar
“texture, and not from that which usually ]'lndlxu\(llllllldll(ill
ﬂ&u[ this secret was well concealed from the world by his grea
Freserve, for he was seldom heard to utter anything bhe \un(l 2 lluw
Wery good!” a remark which every occurrence elic ited. In one
respect, he evinced a little humour, by adding the syllable ¢

bus”
to \\uni.\» -as dogibus, horsibus, and catibus.

S0 dlblmgmshml a
man could not fail to have imitators; and many a pretty young
Hady was heard to speak of her pin-a-bus, thread-a-bus, and book-
B-bus, as Lord Edward says. Take him altogether, he was without
rival for personal appearance, if we except the exquisite drum-
najorof the hefore-named ** thixty-thixth ” regiment, who divided

the one

i 3




Jh IHE OLD JUDGL ; ON,
leading captive the mammas and their daughters, und the other
their maids. On entering the room, he bowed condescendingly,
though somewhat formally, to Mrs. Channing; the inclination of
the body being f{rom the hip- |nml like that of a wooden doll.

The Hon. Mr. Trotz, on the contrary, was more distinguished
for a form that exhibited a singular compound of strength and
activity. He was the beau ideal ofia hght infantryman. He was
the boldest rider, the best swimmery the most expert pugilist and
swordsman, an irresistible lnilmrd-p\uywu and the best shot in the
garrison. His habits were temperatey which, with continued and
systematic exercise, enabled him to be always ready, or on hand,
as he called it, for anything. He was a good economist, and
understood how to make the most of the small allowance of a
vounger son. He sported the best-appointed tandem of any man
in the place, which he kept jointly with another officer, who paid
more than his share of the expenses, in consideration of being
relieved from the trouble of using it. He had also a beautiful and
very fast yacht, which he sustained upon the same [riendly and
'qlul.ablu terms. The Governor, perhaps, was not aware how
admirably well calculated he was to aid him in conciliating the
affections of the people; for, in his absence, he was very fond of
informing golonists, for whom he had a profound contempt, how
much he was interested in the Negroes and Indians of Nova Scotia,
who alone could boast of purity of blood, and were the only
gentlemen in it.  He would inquire, with an innocent air, when
the province first ceased to be a penal colony ; and, when informed
it had never been one, would afleet great surprise, as he thought
he could trace the de lnhm" clfedts of the system in the habits and
;morals of the people. Ie was indignant at the local rank of
Honourable ln’illu conceded to people tilling certain public offices,
whom he called honourable carriboos; and requested that that
prefix might be omitted in any written communication to him, lest
he might be supposed to belong to such an ignoble herd. When
he entered the room, he was evidently suffering from cold, for he
proceeded directly to the fire, turned his back to it, and put his
hands behind him to warm them. It wasan advantageous position,
as it enabled him to take a cool and leisurely survey of the com-
pany, and to be seen to advantage himself.

C H]lldlll Howard, the military secrelary, was a philanthropist,
and a pious and zealous member of the |u\\ Church party. He
was a distributor of tracts, and talked very eloquently and learn-
edly of such books as “* The Drunkard’s Grave,” “ The Sinner
Saved,” ¢ The Penitent Thief,” *¢ Prodigal Son,” and ** The Last
Dying Confessions of'a Conviel.,” He was a greal enemy Lo privale
balls and amuscments, and to public assemblies and theatres.
The only pleasures to which he was iudulgent were the pleasures

i
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of the table, being a capital judge of wine, of which he drank freely.
He abhorred beggars, whom he threalened to send to Bridewell,
and orthodox clergymen, whom he devoled to a worse place. He
disapproved of indiscriminate charity as encouraging idleness, and
preferred seeking out objects for his benevolence Lo their obtrud-
ing themselves; as it enabled him, when he gave a sixpence, to ac-
company it with that which was far more valuable, a long lecture.

Some of the party, following the example of his Excellency,
now took their scats; but the Governor, who had sat down on a
small ottoman near Mrs. Channing, was restless und uneasy. At
first, he drew himself a little further forward, and then removed
as [ar back as possible; and, finally, rose up and turned to ascer-
tain the cause of the inconvenience he had experienced.
mediately exclaimed—

““Good God, 1 have killed this cat!
so awkward or so shocking?”

He im-
Was there ever anything

Mrs. Channing said the cal was only worsted.

“Pardon me,” he answered ; 1 wish with all my heart it was
only worsted, for then there would be some hope of its recovery ;
but it is as dead as Julius Caesar ! ”

T raised it myself, Sir Hercules!” she continued; ““and...."”

““Oh, 1l you raised it yoursell, madam, it must have been a
pet!” he rephied; *“and so much the worse for me. I beg ten
thousand pardons! Itis quite dreadful!”

Mrs. Channing explained again—‘“ It is only a bad piece of
work, your Excelleney, and 1..."

““A very bad piece of work, indeed!” said the inconsolable
offender. ““But the trath is, my eyes have never recovered the
injury they received i Egypt.’

“ It will rise again, Lassure you, Sir Hercules! A good shake...”

““Never! never, my dear madam ! he persisted. *“ Cat though
it be, if it had fifty lives instead ol nine, it will never rise again!”

Here Lady Sampson came to the rescue. Taking an enor-
mous eye-glass set with brilliants oul of her bosom, she exa-
mined the defunct cat, and pronounced it a most beautiful picce
of rug-work; and, on a nearer inspection, exclaimed—

*But where did you get those beautiful eyes of yours, my dear
Mrs. Channing? aud those bright and sharp claws? They arc the

mosl magnificent I ever saw! 1 used to think my eyes and claws

perfection, but they are not to be compared Lo yours! Where 1n
the world did you get them?”
““AtStorr and Mortimer’s,” replied the delighted hostess, who

had spent so much time and valuable materials in this valuable
cmp oymendt.

Lady Sampson was an cnthusiast in the art, and pressed her
friend to accept a pattern of a real Angola cat, which she would
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send her in the morning. It had, she said, a splendid tail, like
that of a spaniel dog; and a bushy tail was, in her opinion, onc
of the most beaultiful things in the world. She then asked a lady
who sat near her if she was fond of rug-work; but she said she
was sorry to confess her ignorance or awkwardness, for she had
never raised but one cat, and that she had killed in shaving

“How very good!” said Lord Edward ; ““ only think of shaving
a little catibus!”

But Trotz, who never lost an opportunily of being impertinent,
asked her if it was the custom in this country to shave cats; and
observed that it would be a capital employment for the young
monkeys of the town, whom he had seen grimacing a few even-
ings ago ata public assembly at the Masons’ Hall. Lady Sampson,
whose perceptions were none of the quickest, very gravely ex-
plained to him that shaving a cat was a term of art, and meant the
close and uniform shearing of the irregular and protruding ends
of the worsted.

The door now opened, and several persons (not necessary (o
enumerate or describe) were announced, among whom were the
Bishop of the Isle of Sable, recently arrived from England on his
way to his diocese, and Colonel Percy, of the *“ thixty-thixth.”
There was nothing remarkable about the former.  One bishop is
very like another bishop.  Their dress is similar, and their con-

versation generally embraces the same topies. You hear a little
too much of what they are pleased to call church architecture,
though why 1 could never quite understand ; and you are some-
what fatigued with prosy dissertations on towers, spires, transepts,
galleries, and buttresses. This, however, is a matter of taste,
and they have as good a right to select ¢“ church architecture” for
their hobby, as a sportsman has his dog and his gun. He was,
however, a new onc; and it is singular that these novi episcopi
bear a still more striking resemblance to cach other than the se-
nior class do. Besides the never-ending topic just mentioned,
which they have in common- with all their brethren, they have a
great deal to say about themselves—a subject no less interesting
than the other. New dignity, like a new coat, is awkward and
inconvenient. It is stiff and formal, and has not ‘“ a natural set.”
Time takes off the vulgar gloss of both, and direets your attention
from things that annoy yourself; and are apt to excite remark in
others. They have also (1 mean, colonial bishops) one vrand
object in view from the moment of their landing inacolony; and
that is, the erection of a cathedral so large as to contain all the
churchmen of the provinee, and so expensive as to exhaust all
the liberality of their friends; and this unfinished monument of
ill-directed zeal they are sure to place in a situation where it can

be of no use whatever.
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His Lordship, Job Sable Island, as usual, had his model, his
plans, and his subscription-list; and, asusual, though warned that
no suitable foundation for such a massive structure could be found
on that enormous accumulation of sand, was determined to perse-
vere and exhibit another melancholy instance of failure, to warn
the Christian public how careful they should be into whose hands
they entrust their donations.

This, as I have said, was a characteristic of his order; but there

was one peculiarity that concerned himself as a man, and enti-
tled him to my warmest sympathy. He had no doubt supposed,
when he left his native land, that all he would have to do in his
diocese would be to discharge the ordinary episcopal duties, one-
rous as they might be, and responsible as they undoubtedly are,
but that there his labours would end. To his astonishment, how-
ever, he had ot been ten days in Halifax before he found that he
would have everything to do. He discovered that colonists, al-
though natives of the country, and accustomed to its climate,
knew nothing of either. They knew not how to build houses, or
to warm or ventilate them, to cultivate their fields, clear the forest,
or even how to manage their own affairs. With a zeal that did his
head and heart great honour, he resolved not to content himself
with merely showing his people the road to Heaven, but also how
to make, use, and enjoy roads on earth, while permitted to re-
main there. But there was one consolation (0 be drawn from his
misfortunes, and that was, that time would lessen his labours;
for he who attempts to teach another that which he does not know
himself, cannot fail to acquire some information in his endea-
vours to advance his pupil'.

Colonel Percy, of the *“ thixty-thixth,” just mentioned, was,one
of the most delightful men I ever met ; cheerful, humorous, filled
with anecdote, well-informed and well-bred, he was, in reality,
what Miss Sampson called him, a ““ hotht in himthelf.”

A bishop for any of the North American provinces should in all cases be se-
lected from the colonial clergy, most of whom are natives, and all of whom are
well educated ; while the great majority, I am happy to say, are not only scholars
and gentlemen, but pious, laborious, and most exemplary men., These persons,
from their thorough knowledge of she state of the country; the habits, feelings,

the peculiar relation subsisting between the
rector and his parishioners, and the Church and Dissenters in this part of the

world ; the extent to which episcopal authority ought to, or can be pushed with

safety; and many other things of no less importance, are infinitely better qualified
than any English clergyman can possibly be (for this information can only be ac-

quired from long experience, and, after a certain period of life, is very difficult to
be attained atall . In other respects, to say the least, they are quite equal to the
episcopal specimens we have heen honoured with, 1 am (uite aware that, in high

f (uarters, where a better feeling should exist, and where it is most important they

should be better informed, it is heresy to say colonial clergymen are not only
qualified, but they are the most suitable person to fill the higher offices of their

profession in theirown country 3 but magna est veritas.
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The guests having now all arrived with the exception of Captain
Jones of the Navy, Channing was in great perplexity about order-
ing dinner. He would like to wait for the gallant captain, but the
Governor was remarkable for his punctuality. What was to be
done? He argued it over in his mind, for he never did anything
without a sufficient reason. Jones was notoriougly the most ahsent
man in the service. He was as likely to forget his invitation as to
remember it, and was sure to make some blunder about the hour;
and time, tide, and Governors wait for no man.

The dinner wasordered; and, when the folding-doors were open-
ed, Channing, with a palpitating heart, offered his arm to Lady
Sampson, and conducted her to her place, while his Excellency
honoured his better half in a similar manner. 1t was a moment
of pride and pleasure to them both. They had attained a long-
cherished object of ambition. They had ‘“asked a Governor todine,”
and had thereby taken another and higher step in life. They were
now people of “ a certain position,” Channing asked the bishop
to say grace, but he had repeated that formulary so often for
““ the squire” in Kent, when rector, that, nbw he was a lord of a
manor himself, he was unwilling to perform the duty any longer,
and bowed (or rather nodded, for there is more palpable meaning
in a nod than a bow) to his chaplain, who was but too happy to
gratify his excellent friend and patron.

The soup was capital, conversation became general, and every-
thing seemed to be going on remarkably weil; but the hostess was
dying with apprehension, for a critical part of the entertainment
had arrived, the thoughts of which had filled her with terror
during the whole day.

At the period I am speaking of, no person could venture to give
a large dinner-party at Halifax (such was the unskilfulness of ser-
vants) without the assistance ol a professional cook, a black
woman, whose attendance it was necessary to secure before issuing
cards of invitation. Channing bad not forgotlen to take this wise
precaution ; but the artiste had prepared some side-dishes, of
which, though she knew the component parts, she did not know
the name. By the aid of a Houscwife’s Manuel, Mrs. Channing jud-
ged them to be ¢« Cotelettes a I'ltalienne,” ¢ Chartreuse d’un Sal-
picon de Volaille,” ¢ Boudins a la Richelicu,” ¢ Quenelles de Vo-
laille,” ¢ Croquets,” ete. ete. ; but she was uncertain. They were

too diflicult to remember; and, if remembered; unpronounceable.
she was afraid of having her knowledge tested and her ignorance
exposed by Trotz, who was noted for his malicious impertinence.
Fortune, however, favoured her, and she owed her escape to the
tact of a servant, who found himself in a situation of similar difti-
culty. The first of these mysterious dishes that he presented o
the troublesome aide, called forth the dreaded inguiry, < What s
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the name of it?” Equally ignorant with the rest of household, he

8 affected not to hear the question, withdrew the dish, passed on
% to the pext person, and never offered him another until he found
8 One he knew by name as well as by sight. The crisis was now pass-
®  od, the lady’s fever instantly subsided, and she breathed freer. At

the mention of moosemeat, Lord Edward, to the astonishment of
everybody, commenced a conversation himself, a thing almosf
unknown before. He asked the young lady who had amused him
so much by saying she had killed a cat in shaving, what, the plural
of moose was.

‘“ Mice,” she replied, with great readiness.

““ Miceibus!” he repeated. ¢ How very good!” and relapsed
again into his usual taciturnity,

The two favourite wines at Halifax at that period were champagne
al, and Madeira after, dinner. Trotz therefore, of course, voted them
both vulgar, called them kitchen wines, and, when pressed by the
host to take a glass with him, and asked which he would take,—

‘“ Anything but champagne, sir,” he said.

Channing was shocked ; he had imported it himself, he had
spared o expense, was a good judge of its quality and flavour,
aund he could not understand how it could be rejected with such
evident disgust. He prudently asked no questions, but smiled,
bowed, and talked to some one else.

Miss Sampson observed to the bishop that Trolz was like n
¢ thithle, he therathed tho thockingly!”

Which was honoured with the usual remark from another per-
son, ““ How very good!”

.

Captain Jones now mnade his appearance, and a very odd one
& it certainly was. He was one of the most eccentric men in the navy.
In roughness of manner and disregard of dreas, he was of the old

& Benbow school ; in practical skill and science he was at the head
of the modern one. He was so dreadlully ahsent that he unin-

tentionally said and did the most awkward things imaginable;

and the only redeeming point in his absurd behaviour was, that

it was entirely free from allectation. He was dressed in an old

shabby frock-coat with a pair of tarmshed epaulettes, his hands

bore testimony to their famiharity with the rigging, and be had

Enot submitted himselt to a barber for two days at least. He took
8% his seat near me, and then for the first time appeared to be cou-
scious that he was late for diuner; but he applied himself without
loss of time Lo l‘t‘lllf'cl) the delect.

P P

I'he arrival of such a man in

N .\m'll‘ull attire naturally occasioned a pause, by attracting every-
i hody's atlention to him.

“ Pray,” said Trolz (who sat nearly opposite to us) to his neigh-

bour, but loud enough to be distinetly heard, “ who is that old
quz? 1s he a colonist?”
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¢ Captain Jones, of H. M. ship Thunderer, sir; very much at
your service!” said the sailor, with a very unmistakable air and
tone.

Trotz quailed. It was evident that, though a good shot, hé
preferred a target to an antagonist, and wanted bottom. True
courage i8 Loo noble a quality to be associated with swaggering

and insolent airs.

““How very good!” said Lord Edward.

““Very,” said the charming Colonel ; ‘‘ very good, indeed ! He
may be an oddity, but he is a fine manly old fellow; and your
friend had better be cautious how he wakes up that sleeping
lion.”

The Captain ate heartily, though rather inconveniently slow,
which protracted the removals, and kept us all waiting. 1t was a
matter of business, and he performed it in silence. Once, how-
ever, he looked up, complained there was a draughtin the room,
and, drawing a soiled black silk cap with a long pendent tassel
from his pocket, put it on his head, and resumed his employment.

Although Mrs. Channing was' unacquainted with the names of
e} D .
many of her dishes, there was one she rather prided herself

upon—a pudding, which, when the Governor declined, she
pressed upon his attention, saying, that she had made it herself.
This was too good ane opportunity for Trotz to pass unnoticed ;

he, therefore, begged Miss Sampson to partake of it, as the

hostess had made it with her own hands : laying an emphasis on
the latter words, which produced, as he intended, an involuntary

smile. Channing saw and winced under the ridicule, although he
was unable to discover whether it was excited by the pudding or
his wife. To make matters worse, Captain Jones, whose appetite
was now salisfied, and who had only heard the word pudding, to

which he had just been helped, added to their mortification by
one of his blundering remarks. He said that it was capital, and

that he had never tasted but one like it before, and that was in

Mexico.

“1 went there,” he said, ‘“ with the Admiral, to settle some
little difference we had with the government of that country, and
the President asked us to dine with him. What makes me recollect
the pudding is his wife made it hersell. He had two beaultiful
daughters; one aboat eighteen, and the other twenty years of age,
who were covered with jewels of a size, brilliancy, and value far
beyond anything I ever saw in Europe. Tasked him where madam
his wife was. ¢ To tell the truth;’ he replied, ¢ she isin the kitchen

superintending the cookery for the dinner.””

The Governor, with his usual tact and good-nature, turned the
conversation to another topic. He adverted to his recent govern-
ment in the West Indies, and was speaking of some very un-
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much at reasonable request of the people, the refusal of which had made
air and him very unpopular at the time. Jones, with his customary in-
: tention, thought he was speaking of some one else, and said :—
hot, hé “ Your friend was a devilish lucky fellow, then, that they did
I. True not serve him as I once saw the Chinese punish one of their gods.
ggering They had been praying to him for rain for thirty days, and at the

end of that period, seeing no appearance of a shower, they sent
three of their mandarins to him and gave him a sound drubbing.

ed ! He Indeed it is a wonder that they did not Lynch him, as they did
d your the Governor of Antigua in 1710. Colonel Park baving rendered

sleeping v himself extremely obnoxious, the whole white population rebelled,
and, besieging his house, put him to death,and killed and wounded
ly slow, thirty-six people whom he had assembled for his defence'.”

It was a , ‘“ How very good !” said Lord Edward.

e, how- Jones, to whom this remark had been several times applied,
e room, was somewhat in doubt as to its equivocal meaning. He had
1t tassel A already repressed the insolence of one aide-de-camp, and was
oyment. quite prepared to avenge that of the other.

ames of £, ““ Gard, sir,” he replied, * you would not have thought it is so

herself very good if you had been there, I can tell you, for they hung his
ad, she stafl also!”’

herself. ) Then turning to me, he said, in agAinder tone,—

10liced ; i ““ Who is that gentleman opposité, who did me the honour to
as the : call me an old quiz, for I intend to have the pleasure of making

hasis on : his acquaintance to-morrow””

oluntary ' “T-r-o-t-z,” I said, spelling his name, so that the familiar
ough he sound might not strike his car.

1ding or 3 ““Trotz! Trolz!” he slowly repeated ; *“ does he enjoy the title
appetite ; of honourable?”

ding, to , On my answering in the aftirmative, he remarked,—
ation by “1 know him! he is a son of that old scoundrel, Lord Sore-

tal, and 5 ditch, who sold his party and his reputation for a peerage, and the
. was in contempt of all mankind ! The reptile is beneath my notice !”
Here there was a pause. To usc the expressive language of the

le some ; counlry, there was a thaw; the sleighing had gone, and we had
try, and ; stuck in the mud, when an old servant of Channing’s entered the

recollect E dining-room, and, holding the door in his hand, either confounded
veauliful A at the sight of such an unusual party, or waiting to catch the
sof age, i
/alue far

"'The Governor, Ensign Lyndon, and thirteen or fourteen soldiers, were killed
»madam

s on this occasion ; and Captain Newel, Lieutenant Worthington, and twenty-six sol-
“kitchen diers, wounded: besides a number of the Governor's friends, who were dreadfully
beaten and bruised. On the part of the assailants, Captain Piggot and thirty-two
persons were killed or wounded. In the thirty-sixth volume of the ** Universal
History” (part Modern ), page 276, a full account is given of this atrocious affair;
itis also to be found in Bryant Edwards's ** History of the West Indies.”” Not the
cry un- 3 least extraordinary part is, that no one was punished for it,

rned the

:,{H\'l‘l'll-
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eye of his mistress, hesitated awhile, and then said, in a loud
voice :— )

“ Bears has no tails, ma’am?” and very deliberately retired.

There was something so comical in this unconnected and ap-
parently useless piece of information that laughter was irresistible.
As soon as any one could be heard, Mrs. Channing, with more
coolness and self-possession than I had given her credit for, ex-
plained that as all sleichs were covered with furs, and of late
decorated with the tails of foxes and other animals, she had
thought in her simplicity that bears’ tails would admirably contrast
with the grey wolf-skins with which her sleigh was clothed, and
for that purpose had sent the groom for a furrier to procure some,
which caused this communication that ¢“ bears has no tails.”
Having extricated berself so well from this awkward affair, she
rose and retired, accompanied by Lady Sampson and the rest of
the fair sex. As soon as we had resumed our scats, the Governor
started as a topic of conversation the great improvement that had
taken place of late years in the soldier’s dress. He spoke of the
inconvenient practice of using soap and flour on the hair; of their
absurd and useless queues; of their troublesome breeches and
long gaiters, the care of which occupied the time and .destroyed
the comfort of the men, all which he illustrated by amusing
anecdotes of the olden time.

‘1 quite agree with you, sir,” said Captain Jones; ¢ but there
is great room for improvement yet, especially in the dress of ghe
medical men of the army.  What a monstrous absurdity it is'to
put these people in the uniformm of soldiers who have no fighting
whatever to do, and whose arms and accoutrements are emblems
of a service they never perform! 111t is necessary for the sake of
appearance that they should be habited like other officers, I would
make their dress subservient to the objeets of their profession.
IFor instance, 1 would have the gold band that goes down the
scam of their trousers to be gilt strips of diachylon plaster; their
spurs should contain lancets; their scabbard a case of instruments
instead of a sword, the handle of which should be a pliable sy-
ringe. I would give them a sabertash, and fill it with splints and
bandages; their sword-helt should bhe so constructed as to be
made useful as a tourniquet, and their sash as a sling for a
wounded arm. 'I'Iu-) micht also have a cartouche-box, filled with
opiates, pills, and styptics; while the cashion of the epaulette
might be composed of blisters and strengthening plasters.  They
would then be always ready for immediate service, and would
be provided on ghe spot for every emergency. 1 cannot conceive
anything more perfect than this arrangement.  With his library
in his head, and his dispensary in his clothes, what more eflicient
man would there he in the service than a military surgeon ?”
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This very droll suggestion put every one in good humour, and
was followed by some capital stories from the Colonel; until the
Governor having passed the wine (for he was the first that cur-
tailed the period spent over the bottle), Channing proposed that
we should join the ladies in the drawing-room. The dinner had
heen a good one, though rather too abundant; and the cook had
introduced some dishes of her own that were new to the Govern-
ment House party, and occasioned remarks that annoyed poor
Chanuning excessively. Among these was one containing a number
of small baked pears, the long and slender stalks of which were
bent backward and extended the whole length of the fruit. Lord
Edward had asked permission to help Miss Sampson to one of
these baked mice, as he called them, to which they certainly
bore a very striking resemblance.

¢ Mithibue! Oh! you! thocking! quithe!” was her reply.

Notwithstanding this and other mortifications that he had en-
dured, Channing was, on the whole, elated and pleased. He knew
that a man who steps out of his proper sphere in life must ine-
vitably provoke ridicule, and although good breeding may sup-
press it in his presence, it cannot fail to find vent al his expense
afterwards. He remained behind in the dining-room a few mi-
nutes. His property had been acquired by care and economy,
and could only be preserved by the same means. He was now
enabled to be liberal, but liberality does not! necessarily include
extravagance; he therefore locked up the wine and the dessert,
and then followed his guests into the drawing-room.

Here the attention of the company was engrossed by a beau-
tiful and precocious little oy, the child of his eldest daughter,
who was then living at Bermuda with her husband. The moment
he saw his grandfather (which word he had abbreviated into
Danuy), he ran up to him, and claimed the reward of his good
behaviour. It was evident he had been drilled and bribed into
Stlence upon the \‘lllfl«'(‘l of the defect 1n the face of Sir Hercules,
for he said

““Danny, give me the orange you promised me, for | did not say
the Governor had a great hig nose.”

Even the terror of his relatives and the politeness of the com-
pany were overcome by the ahsurdity of this remark. Every one
langhed, and among the rest none more heartily and good-na-
turedly than his excellency himsell.

‘“ Come here, my little man,” he said; ““it is a very big nose,
a very big nose, indeed : but it has had too many juiwﬂ('l':l('lwd
upon it not to be able to bear another from such a pretty little
boy as you.” l

As the Governor advanced the little fellow receded, until his
progress was stopped by the corner of the room.  His terror now
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can ‘r:I\'(' a ;
18 somelhir

became insupportable, and he called to his grandfather for as-

sistance,
‘“Kick him, Danny!” shouted the child. ‘“ Throw a stone at tongue; bul
him, Danny' Make the dog bite him, Danny !” F plauded he
He then threw himsell on the floor, and kicked, and screamed song for he
most furiously, until he was carried out of the room by the nurse. “Oh, tha
“ How vvr:\‘ good!” said Lord Edward. ) ‘““"'_"'I‘.",' 80
‘“ Capilal, by Jove!” said Trotz. ' apalil, ,
But Miss Sampson, knowing the unfortunate cause of it all, Sweetly a
thought *“ it wath thocking.” applied to o
Lady Sampson, who prided herself upon her singing (as every given up the
one does upon what they cannot do), was now induced to take a thtrains aga
scal al the piano and favour the company with a song, which o it by lisp
she executed, if not to the delight of all present (for her voice was well when t
very false), at least to her own entire satisfaction. 1 have often 3 “How v

you—it is ¢
‘Sing me |
that ?”

Miss Sam
the unaltera
light, it wor

observed, that most people, however pleased they may be with |
themselves and their own personal appearance, prefer to sing of
beings and characters wholly different. A pale, consumptive,
diminutive-looking little man, delights in the loud and rough
song of a sailor or pirate, that speaks of thunder, and forked
lightning, and mountain waves. A grenadier-sort of person ido-

lizes little Cupid, and wishes to be thought to resemble him, 1f S Was very od
. ¥ s i

asked for a song, he begins— i himself “.‘l'”

J as Lo desire

I'm the Cupid of flowers ; like Miss Sar

A merry light thing; i can that is nn
I'm lord of these bowers, 9 §

And rule like a kKing. again in her
There is not a leaf g *“How ver
Ever thrilled with the smart o leave us vet!

Of Love’s pleasant grief, a little songil
But was shot through the heart, =

y M ”
By me—by me—little mischievous sprite, ol ll”"'r:'
GCWw e
Kindling a love-match is all my delight. What is

= gallant and «
=% chromalic ru
5 ““Perhaps
4 strains again

Stout and well-developed women warble of elfs, sylphs, and
beings of acérial lightuess.
The Governor's lady, under the influence of this inscrutable law,

sang— H
g er eyes by
Thine ear I will enchant, = beautiful orhy

was so near |
heard a wor
S8 templating hi
the phrases
W used. Exert
= turned to her
hiad dissolved
¥ had been rear

Or, like a fairy, trip upon the green—

and one or two others of a like nature, and was loudly applauded ;
lor a little gubernatorial circle at Halifax has its courtiers and pa-
rasites as well as that ol the Tuileries or Buckingham Palace. After
this magnificent display of taste and talent, Miss Sampson followed
the great enchantress. She would have liked to have sung Italian,
as most young ladies do who neither-understand the language
nor know the pronunciation, for they very properly imagine they
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can give a grealer effect to it on that account, and, besides, there
is something beautifully mystical in the strains of an unknown
tongue; but Lord Edward was a judge of music, and always ap-
plauded her singing : she therefore appealed to him to sclect a
song for her.

¢ Oh, that charming little songibus,” he said, ‘“ you sing so
sweetly, so divinely. It begins, ‘Sing me those gentle straing
again.””

Sweetly and divinely are strong but most agreeable words when
applied to one’s voice. She was pleased, and consoled for having
given up the horrid Italian, and began, “ Thing me thothe gentle
thtrains again.” With the exception of the air of absurdity given
to it by llslnnu‘ she sung it tolerably well, for ladies gene mllv do
\\(ll when they are |>lvww|.

“How very good !” said his Lordship. ““Thank you, thank
)ull~il is exquisite; but there is a beautiful little songibus called
*Sing me those strains again.” Would you favour us with
that?”

Miss Sampson looked at him to see what he meant, but, alas,
the unalterable face told no tales! Cold, and, bright like moon-
light, it wore its usual calm and interesting expression.  Still it
was very odd, she had just sung it ; but then he nl\\.n s expressed
himself mldl). Was he quizzing lu 'r, or was he re .l”\ so pleased
as to desire to hear it repeated? 5\\¢ et-tempered young ladies,
like Miss Sampson, generally adopt that interpretation where they
can that is most agrecable to their wishes; and she sung it over
again in her best manner, and with very good effect.

*“How very good ! he said, approvingly; <“but, ah, pray don’t
leave us yet! It is quite refreshing to hear such sounds. There is
a little songibus I think 1 heard you oncg sing; it is a beautiful
thing.”

“What is it!” said the delighted fair one, looking up at her
gallant and charming friend, and at the same time execuling a

““Perhaps I can recollect it. It begins, *Sing me those gentle
strains again.””

Her eyes became suddenly dim, there was a total eclipse of those
= be autiful orbs, and for a moment she was in utter darkness, she
was so near fainting. There could be no mistake now, he had not

and was so completely absorbed in con-

#% templating himself in a large mirror, that he had even forgotten

the phrases of unmeaning compliment he had so mechanically
used. Exerting hersell to conceal her vexation, she rose and re-
turned to her seat. This painful disclosure of total indifference
hiad dissolved in an instant some little airy fabrics her imagination

8 had been re: aring during the past year; and what rendered it the
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more provoking was, that the slight was offered in public, and by
one of her own *“ thett.”

The Bishop, meanwhile, had taken but little part in the conversa-
tion. The topics were new Lo him, and he was thrown out. Now
he made an effort to draw it towards the subjects that filled his
heart, mamely, himself and his projects.  He described the agree-
able voyage he had made with Captain Jones from England, ex-
tolled his kindness in offering to land him at the Isle of Sable, and
expressed his wonder that clergymen should in general be so un-
popular with sailors.

“1 will tell your Lordship,” said the Captain ‘1 am inclined
to think, although you are better informed on these subjects than
I am, that Jonab must have been a very troublesome passenger
before such good-natured fellows as seamen would have handled
him 8o roughly as to throw him overbouard. But, talking of the
Isle of Sable, reminds me of what I ought to have mentioned to
your Lordship before, that we sail for that charming little island
—that Paradise ol the Gull Stream, that scene of primitive in-
nocence, to-night, at cleven o’clock,  1f you will be on the King's
Wharf at hall-past ten, sharp, with your traps, I will have some
of my ‘little lambs’ there to attead you. 1 will.answer for their
being there at that moment, for they know I am the most punctual
man in the world.”

The Bishop was disconcerted. It was a short notice—too short,
indeed, to be at all agrecable ; but cccentricity knows no limits,
and recognises no laws @ so, making the best of it, he departed
with his frien I, who took s leave contrary to all colonialetiquette,
which restrains any one from retiving until the Governor sets the
example.

“ What a very odd man Captain Jones s said his Excelleney.

“ Very,” rephied the Colonel; ¢ but, at the same tine, he 1s one
ol the most valuable officers in the service, although I confess his
indulgence o lis men is sometimes very perplexing to s friends.
He is an exact and rigid disciplinarian,  but shows them every
kinduess compatible with a strict observance of duty.  He calls
them “his lambs,” and they are allowed to come on shore in very
large parties, and have got up a very pretly quarrel with my
fellows. Sometimes the soldiers charge them, and drive them
into their boats, but oftener they have the best of it themsclves ;
yel, in all cases, he complains that those dare-devils Chis lambs )
have a hard time of it, and are ill used. Lccentricity is often the
accompaniment of great talent, and that is the reason so many
blockheads affect it. His, however, is genuine, although he 18
not to be compared, in that respect, with a gentleman of my ac-
quaintance i one ol the adjoming provinees. I took shelter from
a thunder-shower one day 1 a country ion, to which others had
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_and by lled lor the same purpose, and, among the rest, ouc ol the most
eminent men of the bar of the colony. Every one was tired and
onversa- bored to death by the continuance of the rain, but he was at no

it. Now loss for amuscment. He made a small bow of whalebone, and,
illed his procuring a large needle (which the landlady called a darning-
e agree- needle), for an arrow, he put on a pair of spectacles, and com-
and. ex- menced shooting mosquitoes, as they flew by or about him, to the
ible. and great darger and infinite annoyance of every one in the house. |

)e 80 UN- never saw a more eager sportsman, or one more delighted when
he made a good shot. His shouts of langhter came from his very

inclined lieart.”

'8 than Herelhe conversalion was enlivened by a very absurd incident.

assenger Among the guests was a rough old Commissary-General, who was

handled exceedingly deaf. A merchant, a vulgar acquaintance of Chauning,
ng of the taking pity on his infirmity, sat down beside him for the purpose

goned o : of talking to him. The old gentleman, taking up his trumpet,
tle island asked his friend why his wife was not of the party.

iive in- ““One of ¢ our brats’is ill,” replied the merchant.

e King's ““Then I know how to pity you,” said the Commissary. ‘‘ They
e some are a great nuisance ; I am plagued to death with (hem, I have so
for their many.”

punctual ““It has the croup,” answered tre other, raising his voice.
“ A coop!” replied the deal man ; ““ that is not a bad idea, 1f you

oo short, could only manage (o coax them into it, but I never could.’
10 limits, “* They have nearly eat me oul of house and home.”
departed “ How shocking!” said the other, in great amazement. ** Shock-
liguelte, ing, sir!” he continued, becoming animated with his subject :
scts the ‘* there never was anything like itin the world.  But I'll tell you

how to get rid of them quietly.  Don’t use arsenic, because you
«cellency. might poison yoursell, but steep some bread in prussic acid, and
e is one d give them as much of that as they can «.ll, and you will soon find
mnfess his a dllh rence in your baker’s and butcher’s bill; I can tell you.

s friends. “ What in the world,” asked Lln- merchant, with unfe lbllul as-
- every tonishment, *“ are you laH\m;,ﬁ of !

He calls ‘‘ Rats, to be sure,” was the answer.
‘e in very ‘““ And I was telling you,” rejoined the other, slowly, distinctly,
with my and loudly, ** that one of my children had the croup.’

ive them I'he effect was clectrical ; everybody was convulsed, except the
msclves ; unruflled aide-de-camp, who contented himsell with merely ob-
is lambs ) serving—

often the ‘“How very good 1"

SO many Here the Governor’s sleighs were announced, which was a
ugh he 1s signal for the breaking up of the party.  The play was now con-

of my ac- cluded, and the actors withdrew to their homes; but there was an
Jter from alterpiece enacting ¢!sewhere, the humour of which was broader
thers had 8 than was agreeable, cither o the host or his guests.
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Channing escorted his company to the hall, where were deposit-
ed their cloaks and wrappings, but led the Governor and his staff
into his study, where they had disrobed. The door, though shut,
was not closed sufficiently for the action of the lock, and, pushing
it open, he found to his amazement another ‘‘thett,” enjoying
themselves infinitely more than that which had been assembled in
the drawing-room. The black cook had belted on the Governor’s
sword, and decorated her woolly head with his military hat and
plumes, which she wore jauntingly and saucily on one side, while
three black, supernumerary scrvant-men, who had been hired
for the day, baving mounted those of the two aides and the military
secretary, were dancing a reel, with their arms akimbo, to the
greal amusement of a boy, who hummed a tune, in an undertone,
for them, and beal time with his fingers on the crown of his
master’s hat. So wholly engrossed were they with their agreeable
pastime, that they did not immediately notice our entrance. |
shall never forget the appearance of the cook when she first dis-
covered us. She stood instantly still in her dancing attitude, her
feet w.dely extended, and her fists resting on her hips, as if sud-
denly petrified.  Her eyes enlarged rapidly in size, while all the
colour fled from them, and they assumed the appearance of two
enormous picees of chalk. Her mouth, which was partly open,
exhibited a long transverse streak of ivory; and the strong con-
trast of black and white in her face would have been extremely
ludicrous, had it not also been very fearful. Her nostrils, like
those of an affrighted horse, expanded themselves to their utmost
extent; and respiration and animation seecmed wholly suspended,
when she suddenly sprang up from the floor, perpendicularly,
nearly two feet, and screamed out—

““ Gor-ormighty ! de Gubbenor!”

Instantly the hats flew, with the rapidity of shuttlecocks, on to
the table, and the usurpers of the trappings of royalty sought
safety in immediate flight.  But the poor cook, in her hasty and
discomfited retreat, forgot the sword, and, stumbling over it,
pitched forward, and struck with great violence against the sto-
mach of Trotz, whom she overthrew in her fall, and rendered
speechiess from the weight of her hody, and nearly insensible
from thie concussion of his head against the marble column that
supported the mantelpiece. A shout of laughter from every one
present followed this summerset, in which the voice of the good-
natured Governor was most conspicuous, for there is but little use
in having aides-de-camp living at your expense, if you cannot
occasionally epjoy a joke at theirs. Even Lord Edward smiled at
the ignoble overthrow of his coadjutor, and said—

“How very good!”

Trotz was seriously injured, and, for awhile, unable to recover
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his breath, and, of course, even Lo atiempt to rise, or to remove
the superincumbent weight of the unsavoury cook; while the
unfortunate and affrighted woman, catching the contagion of the
general laugh, was seized with hysterics, and grinned horribly over
the prostrate Tartar, whom she had so unwillingly made a caplive.

The first intelligible ejaculation of Trotz was, that he was poi-
soned; and he called, with many oaths and imprecations, for
instant aid to preserve his life. This only excited fresh merriment,
and awakened anew the almost convulsive shrieks of the sable
artiste, who meanwhile, refreshed her nearly inanimate vietim
with the balmy air of a breath redolent of gin and raw onions,
with which she supported her strength and spirits on days of
greal exertion like the present. Poor creature! though deeply
versed in the mysteries of her art, she was not well read. Her
knowledge was derived from experience, and not from books; and
she knew not that Swift had cautioned cooks—

‘“But lest vour kissing should be spoil’d,
The onion must be phroughly boil'd.”

A blow on the ear from/he unmanly fist of the prostrate aide-
de-camp operaled like a-draught of water on spasmodic hiccup; it
cuped her hysterics immediate ly, and restored her to her senses.
Raysing herself on her knees, which in her haste she planted on his
stomach, and again nearly ¢ nd.mgn red his life, she arose and fled
from the room. Trolz now managed to get upon his feel, and,
putting one hand to the back ol his head, made the agreeable
discovery of a large contusion, and the other to his hip, was not
less annoyed to find a rent of sufficient size to admit of a far freer
action of his limbs. The presence of the Governor repressed the
repetition of language that had alrcady shocked the religious ears
of Channing, but he rendered his indignation quite intelligible by
signs and low mutterings. After enveloping himself in his cloak,
he drew out a cambric handkerchief, and placed it over his head,
and then, taking up his hat, looked at it and shuddered (as a man
labouring under hydrophobia docs at the sight of water), and
arranced it so that it should not contaminate his hair. As soon as
the Governor descended the steps and was out of hearing, Trolz
before he left the hall, said aloud— 7

“ Dummkopf, this is_too bad! If the Governor chooses to per-
form a partin the vul "\ farce of High Life Below Stairs, to nnke
himsell popular, you may attend him if you like, but I won’t.’

“How very good!” were the last words of the parly heard
within the walls of the mansion thal night.

Channing, though he could not help laughing at the absurd
scene in the study, was hurt and mortified at the occurrence. He
felt that it might be told to his disadvantage, and subject him to

ridicule; but he consoled Inmsell with (he reflection that it was

i
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one for whicli he was not answerable, and might have happened governors
anywhere clse. It was also a comfort to him to think that Trotz Governmer
was the only man injured by it, and that it might bhe considered to the stud,
not an inapt retribution for his msolence. On the whole, he was for it is nol
gratificd, not at the occurrences of the day, but that the day When w
was over, and an important objecet gained, and a disaoreeable his hand s
duty performed. He knew that he who passes securely over the feeling of p
shoals and the alarming eddies of a rapid and dangerous river, “My goo
has more reason to rejoice at his safety, than grieve over any lower me
little damage his bark may have sustained. ’ myselform
He therefore returned to the drawing-room with a cheerful face. Providence
Both himself and his wife breathed freer, like people relieved from can be in o
the weight of an oppressive burden. Palting his wife affection- previous li
ately on her shoulder, he said— an only son
“Well, Betsy, notwithstanding some blunders and mistakes, as good an
I think it went off very well, on the whole, as lawyer Reynard said, therefore, t
when he returned fron the funeral of his wile.” Then, passing his willing to |
arm round her waist, he observed to me (whom he had requested you have sc
to remain)— not to knoy
“Doesn’t she look well to-might, Barclay? T never saw her look of society, a
better since th wl.s_\ we first.....” to inform m
“Don’t talk foolishly, Channing ! said bis partner, disengaging from his ch
herself from his embrace, but looking well pleased with the com- “] have al
pliment (for ladies of a certain age never hear with indifference occasion, w
that time has dealt leniently with their charms). ““ Don’t talk enlertained
foolishly! 1 am alraid vou have taken too much wine to-night!” ourselves.”
He then turned to me, and rubbing his hands, said— ““ Spoken
““Well, Barclay, that is a very nice, sensible, affable old man; punch and 1
the Governor. Is he not? Whatdo you think of Lord Edward Alas! poo
Dummkopf?” his fortune,
Cpothink,” 1 oreplied, ““that there is an uncommon aflinity qualities. H
between himself and his name. He belongs to one of the oldest and sent hir
familics in England. He is of Saxon origin, and in the German ternal instru
language his name significs Blockhead. There is no harm in him and a gentle
indeed, there is no harm in an cmpty room; but the air 18 apt to bar in the ¢
he so uncomfortably cold, as to induce you to withdraw from 1t governor to

as sooln as iylr\\]il'l‘

“hat Trotz! he llyl:1|\!1«|, Fhe gentler
’ 11 ( of thirt (
“He,” 1 oremarked, cis probably descended from some low ity years

. ' 1 : 1 Jomning colony ¢
retainer on the Dummkopl estate, for hits nanise is also Saxon, and - § Fawgeys i gl
significs Insolence. o the olden time, most names had a per- : importance. |
tinent meaning, and both these people seem to have inherited public. e is «
1 1 YT few vears aco
the qualities to which they are indebted for their ancestral cog- b
y N esteem ol a ped
nomein. ‘. Should these lig
"l«llllkwugtu with vou,” he sad, ** 1n your estimate ol them ; 3 hopes that this

and Sir Hercules, 1 lear, will add anothier name (o the long listof 8 and gratitade ()
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governors whose personal stafl have rendered themselves and the
Government-house distasteful to the public. But come with me
to the study, and let us have a glass of \\In\lu 'y-punch and a ¢ um‘
forit is not often we have the pleasure of seeing you at Halifax.’

When we were quictly ensconced in this snuggery, he passed
his hand slowly and \lmnul\ over his face, as if to repress a
feeling of pain, and said

““My good friend, Barclay, pray do not let the folly of this day
lower me in your estimation. This is no idle » '2llli()' of either
mysell ormy wife. lam contented with the sphere in life in which
Providence has placed me; and am far happier in it than I ever
can be in one for which Tam not qualified, either by my talents or
previous habits, But I have acquired a large property, and have
an only son, to whom, with the blessing of God, Iintend to give
as good an education as this country can afford. 1 am anxious
therefore, to acquirca certain posiiion for his sake, for which 1am
willing to pay the penalty, the first painful instalment of which
you have seen produced to-day. I am not such a blockhead as
not to know that I am unacquainted with the modes and usages
of society,and that I am, what some people have been so anxious
to inform me, a vulgar man. But, thank. God,” he said, rising
from his chair, and standing with an erect and proud bearing,
“] have also the good sense o know and to feel, that on this
occasion, with the exception of the Governor himself, we bave
entertained a far more vulgar party {rom Government-house than
ourselves

““ Spoken like yourself, my friend,” I said; ‘‘and now for the
punch and the cigars.”

Alas! poor Channing is since dead, and his son who inherited
his fortune. inherited also his sound good sense and excellent
qualities. His father [ulfilled his intentions as to his education
and sent him to King’s College, Windsor, where, under the pa-
ternal instructions ol its excellent principal', he was made ascholar
and a gentleman. He is now onc of the greatest ornaments of the
bar in the colony; and, il he think proper to do so, can ‘‘ask a
governor to dine”” without occasioning a remark.

' The gentleman here alluded to is the Rev. Dr. Porter, who, during an exile

of thirty vears in this country, educated nearly all » clergy of this and the ad-

joining colony of New Brunswick, many of the judges; and most of the conspicuous

lawvers in both provinees hesides many others, who are filling various offices of
importance, here and elsewhere; with lit to themselves and advantage to the
public. e is still living near Exeter in his native land, to which he retired some
few vears ago for the benefit of his health, carrving with him the respect and
esteem of a people upon whom he has conferved the most incalculable benclit.
Should these lines meet his eyve, he will recognise the hand of an old pupil, who
hopes that this unauthorized use of his nanie will find a palliation in the atlection

and gratitude that inserted it,
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IHE TOMBSTONES.

After divine service yesterday, we sauntered aboul the church-
yard, examining the tablets erected by the affection or vanity of
the living, to perpetuate the virtues or record the rank of the
dead. 1n this stroll, we were joined by Mr. Barclay. He is one
of a numerous class of persons in these colonies, who, though
warmly attached to British connexion ; feel that they are prac-
tically excluded from imperial employment and the honours of
the empire; and that no service rendered the Government in a
province opens the door to promotion out of it, or ensures due
consideration within it, in any department not entirely local in
its object and management. A brother of his, an ofticer of dis-
tinguished merit, who, by accident, had been enabled to enter
the naval service in his youth, had recently died a lieutenant of
more than forly yeat’s standing'. His skill, his unblemished
character, and his valuable services had been repeatedly acknow-
ledged, but as often forgotten; and his case, which had been
much commented upon of late in the English papers, as one of
extreme hardship, had created great sympathy at a time when,
alas! sympathy was unavailing. He will not, however, have served
his country in vain, if the dreadful sacrifice he has offered of alife
of unrequited toil shall remove this distinetive badge of humilia-
tion, and ameliorate the condition of his brave and loyal country-
men, the colonists of North America.

Disappointment and grief at the unmerited neglect of his
broken-hearted bBrother had soured a temper naturally cynical,
and givena bitternéss to Mr. Barclay’s language, which the Judge,

however, assurcd me was indicative rather of his habits than his
death, whe

feelings. He is one of those anomalous characters we sométimes : :
‘ ¥ : : 1ts flatter

meet, whose sarcastic tone and manner of conversation disguise N ttering
! eclion 1s
a kind and good heart. s
”lil[ ]'4'_\(»[“]‘

lears s v
' The London Times, of November Sthy 184, contains a biog ||)l|u'|l notice of S SO («
the late Lieutenant William Pringle Greeny RUNL| a native of Halifax, Nova Scotia.

After enumerating his eminent services, and valuable nautical inventions, it goes fraud. It re

others, or }

on to say :—* From 18412 until the time of his deathy a few days since, he was not X 1‘11]&([)]# of |
only unemployed, but unrewarded and neglected, though still devoting his time (o a v :
) i a iypoceritic
the maturing inventions for the improvement of that service in which he was so ‘ I
ill-treated. He died at the age of sixty-one, more from the want of the common But wh
necessaries of life, than from a decay of nature; and has left a widow and seven stone whiel
daughters to subsist [ if they can upon the pitiful pension of a licutenant’s widow E world? In

i . , reen
—a lieutenant of forty-one years!!! is ‘ll‘.\lglluh
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‘“Here,” said my eccentric friend, Lawyer Barclay, as he is
universally called, ‘‘here, as elsewhere, the receipt which the
grave gives for a human being is written in a prescribed form.
The name, the age, and the date of his death, are minutely and
accurately entered. If he has filled an office of importance, or
belonged to a learned profession, or served in the Assembly, and,
above all, if he has been a member of the Upper House of the Le-
gislature, and borne the title of Honourable, it is recorded at
large ; while, on the other hand, if he has derived his supportfrom
an honest trade, the dishonest tombstone refuse to mention it,
lest "it might wound the aristocratic feelings of his aspiring
posterity.

““1t is said that truth is to be found in the wine-butt and the

depths of a well. If revealing the secrets of others be truth, wine
may be the element it loves. The well can only give it when
exhausled, and then the fact it has to communicate is found to be
scarcely worth the trouble of the search, namely, that the well is
empty. Wherever it is to be sought for, one thing is certain, it
is not to be found on a tombstone. The broken-hearted husband
who erects a monument to record his inconsolable grief for the
loss of his wife, ere one short year has passed, or the sound of
the sculptor’s mallet has ceased, refutes the pompous falsehood by
a second marriage ; and eyes as bright and voice as sweel as those
that are closed by death seduce him into a disavowal of his own
words, ‘Here lieth the best of wives,” and compel him to acknow-
ledge ‘Here the husband lies.” The disconsolate widow whose
affections are buried in the grave of her dear husband, near whom
she desires sqon to repose in death, feels her heart reanimated
with the g.wniuk*m'mth of returning spring. It rises from the earth
with the primrose, shakes off its wintry torpor, and re-appears
with renewed lifeand vigour after its short seclusion. The admired
of all admirers no longer refuses to be comforted. The churlish
miser receives the homage of insincerity from his heir even after
death, when his cold and mouldering ear can no longer listen to
its flattering accents. A chaste and heautiful allegorical figure of
\ffection is seen weeping over his urn, which rests on a pedestal
that resembles a money-chest; you are lost in doubt whether the
tears 8o coplously shed are caused by unexpected legacies to
others, or by the protracted delay of possession. This is a double
fraud. It represents the dead as worthy of love, and the living as
capable of loving. Itis not gratitude, but a decent observance of
a hypocritical custom.

“But why are men so shocked at the mention of that ona tomb-
stone which the deceased published throughout his life to all the

world? In this churchvard, numerous as the graves are, no man
18 designated as tailor, barber, butcher, baker, or shoemaker;



5N THE OLD JUDGE:. OR,

yet, doubtless, there are scores of each who placed these ominous
dnd forbidden words on their signs in the largest letters, and the
most attractive and conspicuous form. There is, inde f'(l, one ex-
ception, if such it can be called. This marble was erected to a
man who 18 described as “a servant,” hut it was raised at the ex-
pense, of ‘a friend,” that styled himself his master, who, in
enumeraling his excellent qualities, has not forgotlen to proclaim
his own liberality, nor been ashamed to inform us that he has
expended more money in extolling his services than in rewarding
them. 1t has been said that the arave knows no distinctions. The
rule isnowreversed, it seems. Allare not reduced by it to a level for
thelevel 1s on a summit,and all are elevated to it. Be 1t so; but then
strike out all your degrees, your D.D.’s, your M.D.’s, the words
Judge, Councillor, Barrister, Esquire, and let the rank of the dead
be uniform. Of all places in the world, a graveyard, at lcast,
should be consecrated to truth. As it is, it seems devoted to
flattery, vanity, ambition, ostentation, and falschood. All sects
retain their peculiarities here, and endeavour to perpetuate them
A little more taste, and a little more expense in the monument
(but with a contemptuous disregard of veracity in its record) in-
dicate that a churchman is deposited there (for the Church in the
colony embraces the greater part of the upper class of society ).
A neat, plain, substantial one, with the modest assurange that the
soul of the deceased was immediately conveyed to heaven, pro-
claims the saint to have been a Dissenter. '

““The common Christian emblem of the Cross is more in use
among Romanists than others, but you may identify them by
their pious horror of Protestants. It would be dangerous to be
found in such bad company, for the Pope has declared they can-
not be saved; and who can question such high authority? They,
therefore, very wisely lie apart from the dust that 1s pullnlul by
heresy. 1f you are stll in doubt, read one of the inscriptions,
and a sc l.lp ui Latin sets (he matter at rest. It ¥ an appropriate
tongue, for is ““a dead language.” In this curtilage, then,
which 1s llu' common burial-place of all, scctarianism and fashion
have found their way and offered their distinetive badges to their
followers. The hi‘,zhA\\,:l\ of life has been extended into the ehurch-
vard, and is throneed inits usual manner.  Here are the handsome

equipages and expensive trappings ol the rich, the sobriety of the
middle classes, and the destitution of the nameless and unknown
poor. The scale of colomal precedence survives mortality. The
mitred bishop stll regards, with a condese nding and patronis-
ing air, the poor curate; and the grocer looks down from his
marble monument upon his quondam labourer with his turf cover-
ing, and maintains his relative position in the society of the dead.
The iron railing boasts of its quality and durability, and regards
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with pity or contempl the temporary and trumpery wooden en-
closure. The classic urn appeals only to the hearts of scholars,
and the bust to the man of (aste; while all look up to him who
represented his King, and whose titles are almost as long as his
culogium—the old Governor—the fountain of honour, and the
distributor of patronage and of rank.

*“ Amid all this vanity—here and there is to be found some con-
sistency—the antiquated virgin preserves her acidity of temper to
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the last. She is one of those of whom vulgar people so idly and
Mippantly predict ‘that they dry, but never die.” Acgustomed to
hear such agrecable compliments, she anticipates the sneer or the
smile of youth upon finding the word “Miss’ associated with
seventy-lour years of age; and as in life she maintained the pri-
vilege of the last word, so in death she claims a right to the first;
and youth and beauty are admonished that ere long they must
undergo the penalty of the law of their nature, and be humbled
i the dust like herself. She thus avenges the slights and injuries
of an unfecling world, and, consistent to the last, evinces her

e them. . ;
v fondness for disagreeable truths.
nument com P . . : T
ord ) in The houses of this silent city are of various sizes. There are
: fashionable squares, there are streets of less pretension, and there
h in the

are suburbs that are but little frequented, for they are the abodes
of the lower orders. 1f you must dwell among the latter, it would
be best to preserve a strict incognifo. A mansion in St. Giles’s

ociety).
that the

'n, pro- :
» b would prove your habits to have been dissolute, your associates

depraved, and your means cxhausted. 1t would disgrace your
posterity for ever. A respectable address is a letter of credit, but
the occupant of mean lodgings is cut by his acquaintance and
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disowned by his family. If you would be regarded as a gentle-
man, you must associate with fashionable people, and reside
among them. The churchyard, strange as it may scem, is a true
but painful picture of life _ostentation without, corruplion within;
peace dnd quiet on the surface, but the worm at the heart. Ah,

poor human nature! your last resting-place, the grave, would be
{ & =

)

cloquent, if you did not stifle its voice. Do not read these inserip-
tons, my friends,” he continued, ** there 1s no dependence to be
placed on anything but the figures; the tale they tell is not true.

But come with me, and I will show vou a grave thal bears that
indsome :
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upon it that carries conviction to the heart.’

Ona htle mound , in a distant corner of the churchyard, was a
grove of spruce-trees, enclosing a vergdant spot of small dimen-
stons.  Here was a solitary erave, having at the foor a common
! ield-stone to mark its termination ; and , at the head | another of
from his the same kind |, one side of which was dressed with a chisel, and

rf cover- bore the inseription “ Mary Merton, 1840.”7 The whole of this

he dead.
recards

litle plat of ground was enclosed by a vongh rustic railing, having
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a small gate for the purpose of access. The grave was not covered
with sods, but decorated with patches of forget-me-not and other
simple flowers, emblematical of the feeling and the object with
which they were placed there, and was encircled by white rose-
bushes. At the upper part of the enclosure, but outside of the
railing, stood a weeping willow, the light pendent tracery of
which fell like the dishevelled hair of a mourner whose head was
bending over the body it loved and lamented. The little spot was
kept in perfect order, and tended with the most careful neatness.

““There, sir!” he said, *“ there, at least, is thuth. That simple
and natural embellishment is the volive offering of a poor widow
to her only child. Those flowers are weeded by her hands, and
watered with her tears. Where is the sting of death, or the vic-
tory of the grave, when, like that little innocent and helpless vic-
tim, the dead survive decay, and rise again to dwell in the hearts
and affections of the living? 1t is refreshing to see simplicity and
truth amid so much that is false and unnatural. This is a strange
world. Take man individually, and there 1s much that is good
and amiable in him; but take men collectively, and they are always
rapacious or_upjust. Parties are but combinations, under plau-
sible prelences, to deceive the people; public departments are
stern and cruel ; governments are ungrateful ; patronage is either
blind and cannot distinguish, or selfish and capricious. A man
who serves his country with ability and zeal is too apt to find at
last, to his cost, that his country, like a corporate body, has nei-
ther a soul to think, a heart to feel, a head to remember, or a
spirit of liberality to reward.”

‘“ Come, come, my friend,” said the Judge, well knowing the
cause of this bitter ebullition, ‘“ you have too much reason to
complain, 1 fear, to do so calmly. Let us not enter into these
speculations on this day and in this place. Let us rather yield to
the iafluence of the objects around us. 1, too, am fond of this
spot for the lasting affection it exhibits. Fathers may forget their
offsoring , and children lose the remembrance of their parents;
husbands and wives may be replaced, and brothers and sisters be
to cach other as strangers and even as foes, but the love of a
mother endureth for ever. A father supplies the wants of his
child from his purse, a mother from her bosom. Even the grave
itsell cannot extinguish her devotion. She mourns®over her de-
ceased infant in solitude and in silence. It is always before her.
Its voice is in her ear, and its smile is in her heart. Memory raises
up the little idol to her admiring eyes by day, and the too vivid
dream reanimates it by night. lHer maternal affections regard it
as a living being, and she longs to fondle and embrace it, while
the divinity within her sympathizes with it as celestial, and in-
vests it with the attributes of a ministering angel. She holds
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overed strange and mysterious communings with it, for love such as
d other hers has an ideal world of its own. Her wounded spirit flutters
»t with against the barriers of its human prison, and strives to escapeand
e rose- join that which has ¢ put on immortality ;" and at last, when
of the wearied with its ineffectual struggles, it yields in timid submis-

ery of sion to the law of its nature—it indulges the hope that that which
ad was is imperishable may be permifted to revisit the object of its love,
ot was and illumine , by its mystical presence, the depths of its gloom.
atness. Her grief, therefore, produces at last its own solace, and she
simple cherishes it with an humble but a firm rcliance upon the mercy
widow and goodness of God , that her child shall be fully restored to her
s, and in another and a better world, where they shall dwell together in
the vic- unity for ever.

eS8 Vic- ¢ There is something, as you say, aboul this little grave that is

s hearts very attractive; for youth is innocent, and innocence is always an
ity and object of interest and of love. Age, on the contrary, is venerable,
strange but not lu\'o.ul)ltx ‘l see nothing in the termination of a ripe old
s good : age to occasion grief, unless there has been a misspent life. There
always is nothing to regret where all, or more, has been given than was
r plau- promised —

*] 3
nts are ¢ Lusisti satis, edisti satis atque bibisti,

s either Tempus abire tibi est.’
A man
 find at But youth, prematurely cut off, awakens many a painful reflec-

has nei- tion. I recollect being greatly struck with a monument erected to

er, or a ‘ a young officer at Shelburne, who perished under very peculiar

' circumstances. The story itself is short and simple, but, as it is
ing the connected with the rise and fall of that ill-fated and melancholy
ason 1o town, 1 will give you the history of hoth together. Let us sit

0 these down on this tombstone, for it is a fitting scat from which to tell
yield to a tale of mortality.

of this ““ Last summer I made a tour of the province, and revisited the
et their scemes of my former judicial labours. The growth and improve-
arents; ment of the country far exceeded my expectations. In many places
sters be . where the road ran, a few years ago, through an unbroken forest,
we of a : it was now hordered on cither side by a continuous line of farms;
s of his h and substantial houses and large herds of cattle evinced the con-
1e grave 8 dition of the new population. The towns and villages were
her de- 9 creatly increased, and an improved system of husbandry had
ore her. S changed the whole appearance of the country.  The habits of the
'y raises S pcople also had undergone an alteration for the better no less

o vivid M striking and gratifying. Stll it was by no means a journey of

egard it b unmixed pleasure. " A generation had passed away, if not from
t, while life, from its business and duties. Many whom 1 had known I
and in- 38 could not at first recognise : gare, time, and disease, had not
e holds @ Leenidle. The young hadbecome men , the men had grown old,

)
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and the old had died or withdrawn from view. 1 wasa stranger
among strangers. The houses | had frequented during the circuits
were either enlarged, remodelled; or rebuilt. A new race of
people welcomed me, and the well-known voice and the well-
known face were nowhere to be heard or seen. My local interest
was the same, but my personal interest had gone, and gone
for ever.

‘At home, these changes are so gradual that they are almost
imperceptible.  The vacant place soon collapses, or is occupied
by another, and harmonises with all around. It becomes incor-
porated with the rest, and cannot be distinguished from it. In this
manner, an entire revolution is effected, and yet that revolution
18 80 slow and so gradual in its growth, and contains so much to
which we are daily accustomed, that the eye cannot discern where
the old ceases or the mew begins. But, when we return to past
scenes, after an absence of many years, the whole change bursts
on our astonished view at once. We knew it as it was, we see it
as it is, and we fecl and know it is not the same. We are painfully
reminded, at the same time, that we have been ourselves no less
under the influence of this universal law of mutability : we return
to our own, and our own knoweth us no more.  The lace of Na-
ture, though here and there partially transformed by the hand of
man, was in the main unaltered. The mountains, with their wavy
outline distinctly marked against the clear blue sky, or their sum-
mits enveloped in mists, were the same as when my youthful
eye first rested on them. The rivers, the valleys, the murmuring
brooks, the wide-spread alluvial meadows, covered with grazing
herds, the sheltered and placid lakes, and the rugged cliffs and
bold promontories that invaded the sea, or resisted ils assaults,
were all unchanced.  The road also on the sea-shore wore the

same familiar aspect; and the ceaseless roar ol the ocean saluted

my ear with the same voice that first awakened my adventurous
hope to pass to that fatherland that lies beyond the great deep.
At night, as 1 walked out meditating on the past, the pale silver
moon and its starry host proclaimed that they also were un-
changed, and recalled many a long-lorgotten scene i years by-
gone, before all that has heen was, or reflection came to teach us
that youth has its shadow, that increases as the day declines, and
that that shadow is death. These visible objects ol nature, therefore,
become dearer and dearer to us as we advance in vears.  They
are our v;nl_\‘ our constant, and sole survivine friends, the same
to-day and to-morrow as they were of old. They are typieal of
Him who knoweth no change.

“As far as Shelburne, all was progressive or rapid improve-
ment, but that unfortunate town was in ruins. Itarose in the wild
erness like a work of magice, but had hardly been crected before

it was in a ¢
loyalists fro
close of the
commodiou
nificent harl
!ln‘) overloc
port 1t, unle
Its wanlts up
of the provi
poor and st
bour to reaj
a populatior
tigues, of se
so constilul
stitute to tl
Nova Scoti:
great numb
broken hear
Jess conditi
the houses
stillness an
it was deser
than decay.
or l‘t'lllu\':l],
But now the
severally di
moved to H
fuel, and th
The chimne
the social ¢
Y‘ﬁllj_'(‘ll one
the rheans
edifice, leay
to their fall
dust that no
of cellars,

everywhere
Time and ¢
had perishe
that had pa:
tion, told a
heart.,

A few
of the old h;
thousands
flive survivo



stranger
e circuils
1 race of
the well-
| interest
ind gone

¢ almost
m‘(‘llpiw]
€8 Incor-
t. In this
evolution
much to
rn where
n to past
age bursts
we see 1t
painfully
s no less
we return
ce of .\il-
» hand of
heir wavy
helr sums-
.\mllhl'ul
urmuring
h grazing
cliffs and
assaults,
wore the
n saluted
renturous
calt 111'4'1).
»;1|<' >l|\('l‘
were un-
years by-
y Leach us
nes, :llhl
I l‘n‘liwl'(‘,
rs.  They
the same
I‘\]'lt.ll ol

Hllltl"b\l’
the wild
cd before

LIFE IN A COLONY. 59

it was in a stutp of decay. Twelve or fourteen thousand emigrant
loyalists from New York sought shelter in this remote place at the
close of the war of rebellion, in the vv.lr 1784, and built a large,
commodious, and beautiful wooden town, at the head of the mag-
nificent harbour of Roscway. In their haste, or their necessity,

they overlooked the fact, that a town requires a country to sup-
port it, unless a trade which has grown with its growth supplies
its wants upon equal terms.  Remote from the other settlements
of the province, surrounded by a trackless forest, that covers a
poor and stony soil, situated too far from the entrance of the har-
bour to reap the advantages of the fishing grounds, and filled with
a population unaccustomed to the mode, and unequal to the fa-
tigues, of settling in a wilderness, it was impossible that a town

so consliluted could long exist. Some returned penniless and de-
stitute to their native land, others removed to various parts of
Nova Scotia, and the grave-yard, from year to year, received
ureat numbers of those that were left behind, to mourn with
broken hearts over their ruined fortunes, their hdpeless and help-
less condition, and their dreary exile. When I had last seen it,
the houses were still standing, though untenanted. It had all the
stillness and quict of a moonlight scene. 1t was difficult to imagine
it wag deserted. The idea of repose more readily sugaested itself
than decay.  All was new and recent.  Seclusion, and not death
orremoval, appeared to be the cause of the absence of inhabitants.
But now the houses which had been originally built of wood had
severally <l|~:tm>~-;n'u!, Some had been taken to pieces, and re-
moved to Halifax, or St. John’s: others had been converted into
fuel, and the rest Imtl fallen a prey to neglect and decomposition.
The chimneys stood up erect, and marked the spot round which
the social cire le had assembled ; ; and the blacke ned fire Md( es,
ranged one above another, bespoke the size of the tenement and
the rheans of 1ts owner.  In some places they had sunk with the
edifice, leavine a ||4';l[| of ruins: while not a few were 11|<*]|ning
to their fall, and awaiting the first storm to repose again in the
dust that now coveredsthose who had constructed them. Hundreds
of cellars, with their stone walls and granite partitions, were

everywhere to be scen, like uncovered monuments of the dead.
Time and decay had done their work.  All that was perishable
had perished, and those numerous vanlts spoke of a genceration

that had passed away for ever, and, without the aid of an inscrip-
tion, told a tale of sorrow and of sadness that overpowered the
hear

\ few new houses had recently heen erected-4and a very few
of the old had been snatehed from decay and repaired; but, of the
thousands of inhabitants that this town once contained, four or
live survivors alone remained, and the entire population did not
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exceed two thousand souls. They were all attached to the place,
and spoke confidently of its revival, fondly of its noble harbour,
and proudly of its former prosperity. l\u\ spot had its little
history. Here the pilgrims first landed, and this spacious street
was the first that was cut out through the woods. On that
bridge the bands of, the regiments assembled on a summer’s
evening to play the tunes of their fatherland. In the house
which once stood over this large cellar, Field-Marshal Beresford
was quartered when a young officer in the garrison, and in that
sedgy piece of ground was wounded in the face by an accidental
disc lmrh'v from the gun of a brother sportsman. On that emi-
nence, on the opposite side of the harbour, stood extensive bar-
racks, capable of accommodating three regiments; and on the
point of land that terminates King's Street was a heavy battery,
the guns of which, corroded by time, lie half-buried in the earth;
for, alas! there 1s nothing now to defend. At this corner stood
the greal hotel of Shelburne, where the weekly balls were held,
and the beauly and fashion of the old colony of New York (for th('
Loyalists were principally gentry) asse mbled for the last time.
Driven into exile by their rebel countrymen, and environed in the
country of their adoption by poverty, and a dim and lowering
future, they vainly sought to fly from regret, and lose the painful
memory of the past in festivity and amusement. That spa-
cious church, which is now so far from the village, was jonce in
the centre of this large town; and the number of the graves in the
cemeetry beara frightful disproportion to the present population.
““ While strolling one afternoon through the deserted and grass-
grown street that passes in front of this building, my attention
was attracted by a very he nnlwnn- and apparently new monuinent,
which appeare «d to have heen just erectec I,—~|nnlmM) to one 0|
the last of this 1Hvi.|1«-nl emigration, It was built of the beautiful
granite that abounds in the neighbourhood, and 1ts fresh-chiselled
surface glistened in the sun, as its rays fell on the bright and po-
lished particles of mica embedded in its indestructible substance.
It was a costly structure, not in keeping with the means of the
present inhabitants, and evidently could not have been executed
by any workman then rvesident at Shelburne. It occurred to me
that, perhaps, the affection or the piety of a child had erected this
tribute to the memory or misfortunes of a parent who had found
rest at last i this secluded spot. My curiosity was excited, and,
opening a little gate, I entered the yard to ascertain, from the
mscription, the name and history of this vencrable patriarch. 1
was, however, astonished to find that it was nearly as old as the
town, and designed, not for one of the pilgrims, but for a young

officer who had been drowned in the harbour. The inscription

was as {ollows :—

““ Such a
daily occurr
the same ki
recorded.
house at the
very extens
arrangemen

4 seclusion ar

two stalions
on business
victualling-!
was struck ¢
upset, and c
sergeant. )
The sergear
on his back,
his power, |
far before h
ceived him
the burden
cool and c«
persevere o
him adieu,
““My firs
common to
voung, but
would have
old man lik
then spared

On the reve
Iieutenant Nic
B oth hodies wi




LIFE IN A COLONY.

Sacred

e l’lac‘fi to the Memory of
)arbmu-, PaTricCk MAXWELL, Esq.,
its hittle Ensign in His Majesty’s Gist or First
Warwickshire Infantry,

and Son of
On that Sir William Maxwell,
ammer’s of Spring ‘Hill,; Bart., N.B.
e house who was unfortunately upset
eresford ina Suil:lmul,

. 10th July, 1790, and
lin that drowned,
rcidental Atat, 19,
hat emi- deeply regretted by

his afflicted parents,
and all who knew him.
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¢ Such an untimely and melancholy death is unhappily one of
daily occurrence, and his was only distinguishable from others of
the same kind by a trait of generous manliness that deserves to be
recorded. Ihave just told you there was a large battery and guard-
house at the termination or commencement of Kipg’s Street, and
very extensive harracks on the opposite side of the harbour—an
arrangement which had, probably, been adopted for the greater
4 seclusion and better management of the troops. Between these
two stations boats were constantly passing and repassing, either
on business or pleasure. On the day mentioned on the tablet, a
victualling-barge, containing a party of soldiers and two officers,
was struck about the centre of the harbour by a heavy squall, and
upset, and every soul on board perished, with the exception of the
sergeant. Young Maxwell was one of the unfortunate sufferers’.
The sergeant, who was an expert swimmer, generously took him
on his back, and strdck out boldly for the shore. Miscalculating
his power, however, he swam too hastily, and had not proceeded
far before his strength began to fail. Maxwell, as soon as he per-
ceived him falter, expressed his determination to relieve him of
the burden he had so kindly assumed. He exhorted him to be
cool and collected, to proceed slowly, but, above all things, to
persevere on account of his wife and children; and then, bidding
him adieu, relinquised his hold, and sunk to rise no more.
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a voung On the reverse side of this monument was an inscription of a similar nature to

““ My first feeling on reading the inscription was one that is
common to us all when we hear of the untimely death of the
voung, but reflection soon took another turn. I now living, he
would bave been seventy-five vears of age—a toltering, decrepit
old man like myself, full of years and nfirmities. Had be been
then spared, I asked mysell, would he have survived till this day?

“‘”['“"“ 4 Iieutenant Nicholas Ball, of the same regiment, who perished on this occasion.
4 Both hodies were deposited in one grave,
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Or would disease have putin its claim, or the battle-field held him
as a victim? Was ignominy avoided or honour lost by that event?
Would his career in life have been unmarked, or has a name pe-
rished that was destined to grace the pages of his country’s his-
tory? All, alas!
and religion alike teach us this great consolatory truth, that a wise
and merciful Providene¢e orders all things for the best.

¢ As regards monuments, however, Lagree with you, Barclay.
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is hidden in impenetrable mystery. Bul reason

I neither approve of the/imagery, emblems, or language we use.
Less flattery and more trath, less reference to worldly vanities and
more resignation to the will of God, a total exclusion of heathen
allegories and the introduction of such only as are of Christian
origin, would be infinitely more appropriate a
are to be addressed from the grave, it should be in language calcu-
lated to make us wiser and better men; for we do not seek these
solitudes (o gratify our tastes, but to purify our heart$, and to
enable us, by a contemplation of the fate of others, to prepare for
the inevitable approach of our own.”

becoming. 1f we

CHAPTER V.
A BALL AT GOVERNMENT HOUSE.

On our return to Illinoo, our recent visit to Halifax and its ip-
cidents naturally became the subject of conversation, and,
among other things, Government House and ils inmates were ad-
verted to. ‘

“ The situation df a Governor,” said the Judge, “}is by no
means an Q'H\'!‘illll" one. He is insufliciently paid, seldom properly
supported by#e Colonial Office; and ng sooner becomes acquaint-
ed with the people and the country than his term of service ex-
pires. The province 1s then again entrusted to a stranger, who
goes through the same process of acquiring experience, with great
personal labour, annoyance, and inconvenience to himself, and
with somé danger, and no little alarm, to the inhabitants; while
his best exertions and intentions are often frustrated, and his do-
mestic comfort destroved, by the petty insolence and insignificant
intrigues of the little leaders of little political factions aboul him.

“ Recent democeratic changes in the constitution of the mlunws‘{

have rendered his position still more difticalt, by limiting the pre-*

rogative, transferring much of s authority to his council, and
making public oftices not the reward of merit, but of agitation.
With politics, however, 1 have nothing to do. I not only take no
interest in them, but I even dishike to hear them discussed. A
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Governor, however, il he be a man of honour, and a gentleman,
is really an object of pity. As far as we have been concerned our-
selves, we have been extremely fortunate in the selection that has
been made for us, and aré€nabled to enumerate a long list of very
clever as well as very amiable/men ; but as my experience extends
over a long series of years, and is by no mecans limited to our

North American-possessions, 1 have been sometimes amused at
them as a class, and at the dilferent manner in which they se-
verally attempt to accomplish the object they all have in view,
namely, to conduct their administration satisfactorily to their em-
ployers, and to the people committed to their charge. To secure
the approbation ol the authorities at home, it is merely necessary
to keep things quiet, for they have themselves made every con-
cession for this purpose, to every troublesome party, until there
is little left now but total independence te concede. To preferve
this tranquillity, therefore, *necessarily involves the same policy
on the part of a Governor, and, consequently, the necessitf for a
certain degree of personal popularity. It is the pursuit of this po-
pularity that calls [orth the peculiarities and character of the man :
some resting 1t, where 1t ought to be, on the honest and in-
flexible discharge of duty; others on tact, a knowledge of charac-
ter, or some personal qualification, that renders them agreeable.
As a class, therefore, they naturally present a great variety.

“ For instancé, there is ¢ your man-ol-business Governor,” ac-
cessible at all times, punctual in the performance of his own duty,
and stricl in requiring a corresponding exactness in others—af-
fable; cautious, but decided. Then there is your ‘scheming Gover-
nor,” a man before his age, who delights in theories—has visions
ol greatness for his little empire, desires to have the people habit-
ed in garments, which, if they do not fit, are admirably well cal-
culated to admit of an extended growth of the body and limb ; who
talks of systems, heads of departments, and boards, and will nei-
ther see nor hear of difticultics, as, in his opinion, there never
are any that are gnpurmountable, and who treats the Secretary of
State to long 1‘~-pmls. for the amusement of the clerks to report
upon. Next comes your ¢ entertaining Governor,” who keeps an
hospitable table, gives numerous parties, is full of anecdote, and
tells his stories well, pays due altention to country members and
their fashionable and agreecable wives and daughters, takes care
that his stafl are attentive to those who stand in need of attentions,
and dance with those who cannot command partuers, and who
arranges his dinners so as to bring together people who know
cach other and are agrecable.  As for business, he obeys orders
from home, interferes personally as little as possible, and sullers
things to take their course.

** Then, there is yonur ¢ humbugging Governor,” who Bows aud
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smiles to all, says civil things to everybody, and of everybody,
makes long speeches, and writes long messages, adopts no side
warmly, has no decided opinions, is with the majority, but lives
with the minority, so he can co-operate witli them, too, if they
become strong enough ; is atlached to the Church, for he was
born and bred init; is fond of the Romanists, for they are numer-
ous, and devoted to British connexion; to the Baptists, because
freedom of opinion is the right of all, especially of those who form
8o large a body; and of the Scotch Dissenters, on account of their
abhorrence of democratic principles, and because he has often
witnessed and admired their amiability at home, and the brother-
ly love they exhibit to -the church abroad. In short, he is ‘all
things to all men’—a hand for all, a word for all, and a fig for all.

““Then, there is your ¢ dashing Governor,’ a regular politician,
who believes that every man has his price, regards all provincials
as scoundrels, and thinks their price small; will carry his measures
coute que coiute; has a strong smack of English lm(hmlmn, and
flatters the vanity of colonial Liberals; knows the little points of
little men, and talks of the vast resources of the colony, the im-
portant geographical, relative, and political position of it; the
able views and great sc¢@e of intellect of its statesmen ; advocates
a united legislature for all the colonies, the creation of a Viceroy,
and the construction of a railroad to the Pacific, and other gi-
gantic projects—tubs for the whale.

“There are also your ‘purely civil,” or ¢ purely military Go-
vernors.” The former has no command, and, of course, is l)y no
means so well paid as the other; is subject to some inconvenience
from the want of this control, and 18 in occasional collision with
the Commandant, not in matters of importance (for then it seldom
or never occurs), butin insignificant, and, therefore, more an-
noying affairs. He procures the attendance of a regimental band
at his parties as a favour, and tolerates-their airs as anunavoidable

evil. Although familiar with, apd” hospfable to, the officers of

the garrison, he never «11‘|u‘\£ thew” sympathies like an old
General. Unless he 1s a man of rank himself, the Admiral, it is
observed, is more apt to stand on vli(luvll«- and rights with him
than if he were a soldicr, for they again both pertain to the pro-
fession of arms, although not to the same branch of the service.
The latter, or purely military man, delights rather in the ap-
pellation of General than that of Governor; is fgnder of assem-
bling his troops than his legislature, and is moré at home with
the officers of his brigade than with the officers of his colony.
He would rather talk of the Punjaub than the Maddawaska, and
the heads of columns than the heads of departments. He says

but little, promises less; bul does what he says. lle refers .

every thing to the department to which it belonzs, and acts on the
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ervbody, report of the principal. He takes no responsibility. 1f the assembly
s;m side flares up, so does he; begs them to accept the assurance of bis
but lives most profound indifference, and informs them that he was a
. if they general before he wasa Governor. If they petition the Sovere ign,

he was he thanks them for it; tells them he is an old and faithful servant
e nUMer- of the Crown, and has been so long abroad heisin danger of being

because forgotten; that their llél‘l]lwl‘l;il will call attention to the fact that
‘.vlm form he is still living, and serving his King with zeal and fide lity.

t of their ‘““ These pgculiarities are either generated or disclosed h\ the
as often duties and necessities of the station, and are the various effects on

brother- the human mind of a morbid desire for applause. Under any cir-

e is ‘all cumslances, this high functionary can now personally effect but

g for all little good, in consequence of the restrictions and limitations

g rall.

olitician imposed upon his authority : but he is by no means equally power-
’

less for evil, and, il he should, unfortunate ly, be surrounded by a
needy or unprine Wlud council, and be deficient either in a know-
lulgv of his duly, or in firmness of purpose, the country may suffer
incalculable injury.

ovincials
measures
sm, and

points of : i
" the im- ““One of my predecessors on the bench, a man of greal humour

“it; the and eccentricily, used gravely to maintain, that the only person
fit for the situation was @ wise man or a fool. “If he really is a
wise man,’ he used to say, ¢ he will govern by himself, and not by
favourites; if he is a fool, he will not think of holding the reins at
all, but entrust them wholly to the constituted authorities.” Your
indifferent Governors, generally speaking, are your clever men,
or, according to the cant phrase of modern times, vour ¢ talented
men,’—people who are intelligent enough to be conceited, and yet
have not sufficient ability todispense with advice.
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““These great guns, therefore, as my fricnd Barclay calls them,
are, as a matter of course, of different calibre and weight, and
their effect is in proportion. Some carry as true, and are as uner-
ring, as a rifle; others, though they hit the mark, have no power
ol condensation, and do mischief I;) scattering. This one over-

indecision, and others go off unexpectedly from impetuosity.  All
these failures arise from want of previous preparation, either by
havineg served in one or other of the houses of Parliament, or filled

) some of the higher oftices in a colony. Suitable persons, | atimit,
service. 5 Y

the ap-
assem-

are not casily found; but, confining the selection to general oliicers
increases the difficulty, inasmuch as a military eduacation, and
the hfe and habits of a soldier, have a tendency to untit them for
constitutional government. Indeed, some ditliculty will be ex-
perienced i future, in inducing gentlemen to accept an ollice,
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most offensive abusc aud misrepresentation of an unbridled and
licentious press.

“Much of this, if not all, may be regarded with pity or con-
tempt by a well-regulated mind; but, unfortunately, custom has
sanclioned, until ime has converted into a duty, the practice of
indiscriminate hospitality, wherehy the privacy of his house, and
the comfort of his family, are effectually destroyed.  Men are to be
seen at a Governor's table who are to be met with nowhere else ;
and people are brought together whose previous intercourse has
extended no {urther than purchases made through the intervention
ofa servant at the market-place. The consequence is, that, instead
of exhibiting the best, Government House afords the worst speci-
men of society in the province. Independently of the annoyance
to which all are subject by such an association, the Governor, his
staff, and strangers, naturally infer that this anomaly is the general
condition of colonial society. The ignorance, awkwardness, and
presumption thus displayed, are taken as characteristics of the
whole ; and many anecdotes arein circulation to the disadvantage
of Halifax and other provincial capitals, that are chargeable alone
on the extraordinary mixture that this ill-regulated hospitality
produces.

““You have scen the Governor under more favourable circum-
stances; for you have merely dined with him and some of his
friends, and, fortunately, at a time when the town was not filled
with the ‘gentlemen from the rural districts,” and, of course,
when he was enabled to escape from their intrusion. There are
times when the ¢ palace’ may be said to be out of season, it is so
distasteful ; and it is necessary that you should see it, and the
balls given at that period, fully to understand what I mean. The
most amusing part of this folly is, that people who are excluded
for their misconduct (although not admitted elsewhere) formally
complain gfitas a gricvance, and actually maintain that the Go-
vernor is not ouly bound to extend his invitations to those that
are unfit, hut even o those that are unworthy. One cannot but
feel for the indignity and annoyance he must continually endure
from this cause. It remiuds me of an anecdote told me by Sir
John Sherbrooke, when he commanded here.

“ He had given permission to his house-steward and butler—
two of the tallest and largest men in Halifax—to give an entertain-
ment to their friends, and invite as many as they thought proper,
in their own apartmentat his house. A day or two after the party,
a diminutive but irascible barber, who was in the habit ofattending
upon him, complained, in the course ol his professional duty, that
his feelings were greatly hurt by his exclusion from the festivities
of Government House, by the steward and butler, as it had a ten-

dency to lower him in the estimation of his acquaintances; and,
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] and if it had not been for the respect he owed his Excellency, he
would most assuredly have horsewhipped them both.
con- ““Would you?’ said Sir John, who was excessively amused at

n bas the pugnacious little man. ¢ Would you? By Jove! then, I give you
ice of my leave. Horsewhip them as long as you cau stand over them.’

e

y and

This is the manner,” he observed, © in which the good people

to be here censure me. It appears that 1 occasionally omit to ask some
else ; person who thinks he is entitled to a card as a matter of right. 1
se has really thought, at first, the fellow was going to complain to me of
mntion ; myselfl, for, in fact, he has just as good a right to come as some

1stead others who are admitted.’

speci- ““So far, therefore, from a Government house exercising a sa-
yance lutary influence on the community, its effects are in fact injurious.

or, his People who go from the country, and procure, through their re-
eneral presentatives, admission to the palace, when they return to their
3, and , homes, contrast the facility with which this honour has been ob-
of the 3 tained, with the utter impossibility of being introduced to the
intage families of gentlemen in their own neighbourhood, attribute the
alone difference to pride or injustice, and naturally attempt to vindicate

itality their rights, by striving to reduce to their own level those who
maintain this individious reserve. It is natural for them to think,

rcum- if the first oflicer in the colony—he who represents his sovereign,
of his E 18 willing to admit that there are no distinctions of stations, or to

y filled waive the consideration, that it is neither right nor expedicnt that
ourse, subordinate people should maintain a different course. 1t is there-
ere are fore, the prolific parent of that respectable, as well as amiable and
L 1S SO attractive, virtue known as ¢ Colonial Patriotism.’

nd the ““It is some years since I was at a ball at Government House.
1. The My age and infirmities render them irksome to me, and, of course,

cluded ! unfit me for enjoying them. The last time I was there, was during
rmally the administration of Sir Hercules Sampson. I need not describe
1e Go- him, or his lady and daughter, or his two aides, Lord Edward
se that b, Dummkopfand the Honourable Mr. Trotz, for,if Trecollect aright,
ot but ] Barclay has done that already, much better than I could, in his
endure 3 graphic sketch of ‘Asking a Governor to Dine.” It was on the first

by Sir day of January, there was a levée in the morning, a dinner party
in the afternoon, and a ball in the evening. A custom prevailed

utler— , then, and stll does, I believe, at Halifax, as well as elsewhere in
ertain- , the country, for the gentlemen to call that day on all the ladies of
proper, ¢ their acquaintance, who are expected to be at home to receive
 parly, ; visitors, Lo whom cake and wine are offered. Of covrse, there 13

ending at every house a ¢onstant succession of people, from mid-day till
ty, that b the hour of dinner; and, at the time I am speaking of, these
stivities ' morning libations to the health of the fair sex increased nota little
| a ten- N towards afternoon the difficulty, thal always exists in winter, in

L)

and, walking over the slippery and dangerons streets of the town. Al
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though generally considered a very troublesome ceremony, 1t s
not without its beneficial effects, inasmuch as it induces or compels
a renewal of relations that have suflered from neglect or misunder-
standing during the preceding year, and affords a good opportunity
for reconciliation without the intervention of friends, or the
awkwardness of explanations. Indeed, it is this consideration
alone that has caused this rural practice to survive the usages of
the olden time.

‘“ Many absurd anccdotes are in circulation relating to the ac-
cidents and incidents of the ¢ New Year's Calls,” among the drollest
of which is the sudden irruption into a house of the greater part
of those persons who had attended the Governor’s levée, and their

:‘('l]llllll)‘ sudden departure, amid shricks of affright and roars of
laughter, as the cracking of the beams of the floor gave notice of
the impending danger of a descent into the cellar, and the subse-
quent collective mass of fashionables i one confused and inex-
tricable heap at the foot of the very icy steps of the hall door.
Ah, me ! those were days of hl{:nil_\ and good humour before po-
litical strife had infused bitterness and personality into everything.
We were but too happy before we became t00 free. The dinner
was an official one; the guests were the various head of depart-
ments in the place; and it passed off much in the same manner as
similar ones do elsewhere.

« Of the ball, itis difiicult to convey to vou a very distinct idea,
such entertainments being so much alike everywhere. There may
be more fashion and more elegance in one assembly than another;
but, if the company are well-bred people, the difference is one of
appearance, and not of character, and even when the company is
mixed and motleyed, as on the occasion I am speaking of; sull,
when the greater part of them are gentry, the difference between
it and one more exclusive, though perceptible to the eye well
defined and clearly distinguishable, 1s one ol colouring; and if, in
delineating it, the shade are made too strong, it becomes a fancy
sketch rather than a faithful picture, and the actors appear in ca-
ricature, and not in patural and faithful portraiture. To give you
the propricties would be insipid, as all propricties are, and to give
you only the absurdities would be to make them too prominent, and
lead you to suppose they were samples of the whole, and not ex-
ceptions. You must bear this in mind, therefore; or vou will think
the account exaggerated, or the party more exeeptionable than it
l'<‘.‘|H) was

“When 1 irst knew Governmment House, the society to be met
with there was alwavs, as | have hefore said, the best in the place.
In time, each succeeding Governor enlarged the extent of s
cirele: and, at last, as a corrective, two were formed for evening
entertainments : one that was selected for gmall parties, and for
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118 frequent intercourse with the family; and a second. designed for
npels public nights only and rare occasions, and so arranged as to
nder- embrace all within, as well as most people beyond, the limits of

unity the other. The effect of this arrangement was, to draw the two
r the classes apart, to create invidious distinctions, and to produce
ration mutual dislike. Subsequently, the two have been merged into
res of one, which has consequently become so diluted as to be excessi-

vely unpalafable. The best part have lost their flavour, without

he ac- imparting it (¢ others; and thé inferior, being coarser and
rollest stronger, h:m\ imbued the rest with as much of their pecu-
r part liarities as to meutralize their effect, while they have retained

| their enough to be as disagreeable and repulsive as ever.

ars of ““‘The evening to which I allude being a public one, the in-
tice of , vitations-were very numerous, and embraced the military, navy,
subse- 5 and staff, \be members of (he legislature, which was then in

inex- , session, and all the civilians whose names were to be found on
door. the most extended list that had been formed at the time. Having
re po- . dined at the palace that day, I happened to be present at the ar-
thing ‘ rivals. The guests were shown into the drawing-room, and
dinner courteously, though eeremoniously, received by the Governor, his
lepart- lady, and staff. Those who were wholly unknown, and the least

mner as _ acquainted with the usages of society (as is always the case with

awkward people), arrived long before the rest, and were not a
‘tidea, 3 little surprised and awed at finding themselves alone in the pre-
re may - sence of the * royal party.” The ladies were unable or afraid to be
other; i al ease, or to appear at home, and sat on the cdges of their chairs,

one of ‘ stiff, awkward, and confused. The utterance of the gentlemen,
pany 18 who were no less conscious ol beineg out of their element, was
f. still, ! thick, rapid, and unintelligible; while they ‘.l!)[n'ill'&'(l to find hands
eltween and feet an intolerable nuisance. The former felt into every pocket

ve well 3 of their owners for a secure retreat, but were so restless, they had
Wt in : hardly secreted themselves before they made their escape into
a fancy 3 another hiding-place; when they put a bold face on the matter,
rin ca- advanced and clasped each otherin agony in front, and then under-
ve vou 3 took the laborious task of supporting the skirts ol the coat behind.
mQ\\-‘ The latter, ke twin-brothers. entered the room together, and

nt, and 3 stood on a foosing of perfeet equality 5 bul it was evident ambi-
not ex- 3 tion was at work among them, for the right first claimed pre-

|| think » cedence, and then the left, and then rudly crossed before each

than 1t other, and, at last, as if ashamed of this ineffectual struggle,
! when their mester sat down, hid themselves under the chair, or

be met embraced cach other lovinely on the carpet.

e place A ““ Lord Edward could not, and Trotz wouldgnot, talk. Sir Her-

Lt of lns g cules, with great good humour, tried every topie; but he no

evening ‘ sooner started one, than it fled in affricht at the cold and repulsive

and for g monosyvllible ¢ Yes,” or ¢ No.” and escaped
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“““How very icy the streets are!’ he said; ‘ they are really ~descen
quite dangerous.’ friend,
S8 ¥ery, sif” T
“““Does your harbour freeze over?’ bad col

¢ ¢ No, sir——oh, yes, oflen, sir!—that is, very rarely—when YA
the barber rises, sir....’ put up
¢ ¢ Pérhaps, madam, some of these prints would amuse you! The or
Here are some of the latest caricatures ; they are capital....” for him
¢ ¢ No, thank you, Sir Hercules—not any, sir.’ ‘““H

¢ Are you fond of driving in a sleigh?’ W
“Some, sir.’ neighh
“Do you play?” and I g

¢ never touch cards, sir.’ wanted
“““No, but upon the piano?’ major s,
“““No, but my Anna Maria does; and master says she has a in the ¢
most grand ear, sir,’ Hann, a
‘¢ Perhaps you would like to hear some music! If so, Lady was ! an
Sampson will"have great pleasure in playing for you'’ : ““la
““For me! Oh,dear, no—not for the world! 1 couldn’t think son will
of it for me, sir,’ to get o
“““What a pity itis there is no theatre at Halifax !’ then, it
‘¢« Yes, sir—very, sir—for them as sees no harm in ’em, sir— now but
yes, sir.’ ““De
““The Governor gave it up in despair, and offered me a pinch of do, pray
snuff, with an air of resignation that would have done houour to hexcelle
a martyr. They were afraid of him, and knew not how to address nor’s che
him ; and, besides, who could talk amid general silence, and sub- ““The
ject their chit-chat to the critical ordeal of strangers? priety, a
“ Announcements now became more frequent, and relieved the “““No
embarrassment of both parties. Major and Mrs. Section; Mrs. and ' whiskers
the Misses de Laine; the Hon. Mr. Flint (a privy councillor); “Moy
Mr. Steel (the Speaker), Mrs. and Miss Steel, and Miss Tinder; 3 another ¢
Colonel Lord Heather; Vice-admiral Sir James Capstan ; Lady 3 " “Ah
Capstan; Captain Sheet; Licutenant Stay; and so on. The room 1 charming

was soon filled, and 1t was amusing to witness the eflect this How gla

reinforcement had on the spirits of the advanced party, who had come to
hitherto sustained, unaided and alone, the difficult conversation,

and to watch the cagerness with which they recognised and

Stop, my
““'L“H)l\t“l
I would {
You ride

e .\u,

“CCall
dear, but
l'lil_\ at pr
'll)l't‘ ~\(,“
“0h,

claimed an acquaintance with whom they could be al ease and
talk freely.  An incipient attack of the gout compelling me to
take a chair, I sat down near the table on which were the prints
and caricatures; but soon became more interested 1n the scene
before e than i those over-drawn pictures of hfe, and was ex-
cessively amused at the scraps ol conversation thal reached me
from detached groups in my neighbourhood,

“CADLL Mes. Secuon! said Trotz, as he ¢ave her, very con-



LIFE IN A COLOMNY. "

“descendingly, one finger, ‘ how do you do’ And how is my
friend, the major’

“““ The major is poorly, thank you, she replied; ¢ he caught a
bad cold in going those "orrid grand rounds last night.’

““ “Ah,’ said Trotz, ¢ he should have had a fourpost bedstead
put upon runners, and driven in that manner to visit the posts?
The orderly could have accompanied him, turned out the guards
for him, and, when all was ready, opened the curtains.’

“““How very good!” said Lord Edward.

“““What a droll fellow Trotz is!” observed the lady to her
neighbour : ¢ but those grand rounds really are a great nuisance,
and I get dre mmn!"l. ightened when Section is out. Last night I
\\‘mlul to have Sergeant Butler to sleep in the "ouse; but the
major said, ‘ ’Enrietta, don’t be foolish!” So I put my maid Hann
in the (iussnw room. Presently I ’card a noise, and called to
H: um, and we examined every pl.u e—and what do \(Jll think 1t
was? an how! tapping against the heaves of the 'ouse!

‘1 am afraid,’ said the Admiral to his flag-captain, that Samp-
think son will find himself in a scrape this winter. Idon’t see how he is
to get over the xuptuu' of the last session; \\lu re it was tgngued
then, it has again given way, 1 unde hlm(l, and nothing holds it
now but the cheeks and back fish.’

¢ Dear me, Sir James,” said Mrs. Section, ‘’ow very ’orrid !
do, pray, recommend to him 'Olloway’s 'Ealing Hointment—it’s
hexcellent! But what did you say it was that ’ung by the Gover-
nor’s cheeks?’

‘ Their sense of the ludicrous overcame their sense of pro-

priety, and they both laughed heartily ; when the Admiral said—

‘Nothing, my dear madam-—nothing in the world but his

whiskers!’ ‘

‘ Moving a little further off, their place was soon supplied by

another set, among whom was the pretty Mrs. Smythe.

¢ Ah, Mrs. Section, how do you do to-night? You really luul\

charmingly ! Let me iutroduce dear Mrs. Claverhouse to you!
How glad I am to sce you, Miss Schweineimer! When 'lnl you
come to town? Has vour father taken his seat in Hn-qtnnull\vl'
Stop, my dear, there is nobody looking just now; your dress is
unhooked at the top; let me fastenit. Whatalovely complexion !
I would give the world for such 4 colour as you have. I snppose
' you ride a great deal a-horsebacklin the country
S 1 ““*“No, I never ride; father hasn’t a beast fit for the side-saddle.’
b prints Call it a horse, dear: we call nothing a beast in Halifax,
i, but Colonel Lord Heather, who won’t allow his band to
play at private parties. Do you kuow Lady Capstan? 1 will intro-
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shouldn’t know whether 1 was standing on my head or my heels,
If ‘\HH 1“(' '

““Don’t talk of standing on your head, dear; women never
do it here, except at a circus.’

““1t’s allowable to have one’s head turned a little sometimes,
though, ain’tit?” retorted the young lady. ¢ But who is that old
fellow at the table?’

““Don’t call him a fellow, dear—fellows are only found at
colleges and workhouses : call him ‘gentleman,” and leave the
word ‘old” ont; nobody is old here but the devil. It is Judge
Sandford, dear. Shall Iintroduce you? 1 think he knows your
father.’

““0h, no, pray don’t; he looks so horrid cross and grumpy !’

““Who is to be the new Legislative Councillor?” inquired a
member of the Assembly of another

“““Morgan, I believe.’

“““Morgan! why, he can’t write his name! You don’t mean to
say they intend to put in Morgan? Why, he ain’t fit to be a door-
keeper-—and, besides, his character is none of the best, they say.’

“OIewill conciliate all the clergy of ...

‘Concaliate the devil ! Wetl, you do astonish me! Did vou
get your vote through for the Shimimicash Bridge?’

e s \.‘.\"

“lwash you'd help me, then—log-roll mine through, for an
over-expenditure I have of five hundred pounds.’

O wall, i you waill support the academy in my county. I was
put in on that interest.’

*Done!” and the parties shook hands, 2lll4|‘.~'|‘l|:ll‘:«ll‘«l.

\s they turned to depart, one of thenistruck his elbow
against a musical mstrument, that gave out a loud and long-con-
tinued sound

C“CWhat's that?” he asked.

““They call it a harp,* was the reply.

“CThe devil itis! T wonder il its ke the llill[n of Solomon!’

““1never heard of Solomon’s harp.”

<COWelly iUs much ofa muchness, then, for I never saw it; so
we are abbut even, | guess.’

“lsay, Bl that's a devilish pretty eraft with a r:nnln@un
her catheads, ain't she’—there, shat one with pink streamers and
Jone-legopd ',‘\w\t'.\,‘ said one hittle llllt]‘l_\ to another. ‘I'm blowed
it I don't go and ask her to dance with me !’

“CCOWhyy Blaek, what arve you at, man! You haven’t been in-
troduced to hey

“The vniform’s dotroduction enough to her; there's no harm
retevimg oty at any rate. So F'moofl in chase of the strange sail,
and will speak her; at all events
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1eels *How was dry cod at Berbice?” inquired a little, cold, calcu-
lating man, of another ‘who, from his enormous bulk, appeared
lever to have fed upon something much better than his favourite ex-
port —‘how was cod, when the brig Polly left Berbice? And
mes lumber—was the market good? . What a grand government con-

Wold tract Longhead got for the supply of the army and navy! That
fellow don’t entertain the commissary people for nothing; that's

d at a fact! There’s no use to tender where he’s concerned.”’

e the ““How late the officers of the 10th are in coming to-night!’
udee whispered a very pretty voung lady to her companion. ¢ There
vour is nothing but those horrid black coats hiervey and they look like
: ill-omened birds. 1 can’t bear them; they take up so mach room,

ipy !’ and, I fancy, soil my gloves.’
ved a ““lcan’t say I have any objection to them,” said the other;

“but I wish they were not so fond of dancing.  But just look at
Ann Cooper, what a witch she has made of herself; she actually
an (o § looks like a fright! I wonder what Captain Denham can see in
loor- i her to admire! Come this wav : there is that horrid Lawyer
sav.’ i Galbanum seeking whom he can devour, for the next quadrille :
' ' I shall say 1 am engaged.’
vou # ¢“¢So shall I, for 1 bave no idea of iguring with him. Look at
) Major Mitchell, how he is paying court to Lady Sampson! They
say he is allentive to Miss Sampson.  They are moving this way;
)r an let us go over to Mrs. Section, she alwayvs has so many people
. about her that one knows.’
| was ‘ “““What a magnificent screen!’ exclaimed Major Mitchell to
, the great enchantress, Lady Sampson. ‘How beautifully it is
executed ! It is the most exquisite picce of embroidery I ever
Ibow saw. | am at a loss which mgst to admire,—the brilliancy
con- of the colouring and delicate shading, or the skilful way in
which 1t 1s worked in; for it has a richer and softer effeel than
anything of the kind I ever behgld.  Where in the world did you
» get 11’
on!’ 4 O hardly like to tell youn, after such extravagant praise; but
it is the joint production of myself and daughter.  One has to
resort to some such occupation to pass the time in this horrid

-—

country; and,” looking round cautiously, and lowering her voice,
on “among such horrid carriboos of people; too
and 14 *Ckxactly,” said the major; <1 know how to pity you.’
ywed ““When I was 1 the West Indies, Lused to amuse mysell by
: embroidering by way of killing time. The weather was so extre-
[lll"} hot, 1tewas II]I;M\%llI" Lo use any exercise,’
o Got this place made a free port, vou see, Sie Hercules)” said
arm 4 v man, who appearcd to have had an interview on some occasion
sail, - a the Colonial and Home Office. ‘I told the Seer tary ol State

refusal was out of the question, we must have it; and threatened
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to have a committee moved for on it in the House of Commons,
—regurlarly bullied him out of it. The Chancellor of the exche-
quer, who 18 a particular friend of mine, told me before I went

more 8¢
I'nglan¢
greater
At the u
the Adn
departn

it was the only way at Downing Street. Bully them, says he,
and you'll get it.  But Peel, he said, was a different man : self-
created—a new man important—r{ecels himself—stands before
the fire with his back to it, and his handsin his pockets. He knows
who he 1s, and so must you appear toknow. 1 took the hint, pit-
ched into him about the confidence of the colonies in his great grasp
of intellect, compreliensive mind, and 8o on. Don’t say another
word, my good fellow, it shall be done. 7 say it, you know, and
that's enough. 1 had a conversation with John Russell, too; and,
between you and me, they tell me his Lordship 1s a rising man.
Plumbstone, said he, Halifax is a very important place,—a very
important place indeed. 1 really had no idea of it until you ex-
plained to me its capabilities; and then, tapping me on the
shoulder, he said, and it has some very important men in it too!
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—a handsome compliment, wasn'tit? And then he quoted some
Latin ; but I’ve grown so rusty—hem !—so long since I've had
time—hem !—I couldn’t follow him.’

““Stop a minute, Sarah ; let me pull gut your flounce, and fix
your sleeves and braids for vou,” said an anxious mother to her
daughter. ¢ There, now, that will do; but hold yoursell up, dear.
In a ballroom, people look shorter than they are, and must make
the most of themselves; and don’t dance with those horrid little
midshipmen, if you can find any other partners.’

““Why, ma”

‘““Exactly,” said Mrs. Smythe, who appeared to be endowed

set.’
with ubiquity, ¢ your motheris right. Do you know Captain Beech,

e ,‘\”‘l
frequently
acquainie

or Licutenant Birch, of the Jupiter? T will introduce them to you;
they are both well conneeted, and have capital interest. Take
my arm, but don’t look at those country members, dear, and then
you won’t have to cut them, for Sir Hercules don’t like that.
Appear not to see them, that’s the most civil way ol avolding

parents,

lllullxllv\s
the fact, t
more than

, . this littlen
you a secret, dear; Major Macassaris engaced in Enaland, so don’t 8 liad boen s

them.  Recolleet, too, that walls have ecars—especially when they
are covered with lowers, as they will be to-night. Now, I'll tell

waste your time in talking to him this evening. Keep close to ment af |

case nf. m
were in th
4{\1;1'|;|~\_;

me, now, and I'll take you among the right set, and introduce
you to oo partners, for I sce preparations making for moving
out.’

“Here Sir Hercules save his arn to Lady Capstan, Lord Heather T —
following with Lady Sampson, and led the way to the ball-room. s
It was a large and handsome apartment, tastefully decorated and '

all the vou
well lighted; and the effect produced by the rich and various

ever the u

uniforms of the military and navy was gay, and even brillant been. all s
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more 80, indeed, than is generally seen in a provincial town in
I'ngland; for the garrison consisted of three regiments, and the
areater part of the fleet upon the station was in port at the time.
At the upper end of the room were the Governor, Lady Sampson,
the Admiral and his lady, and the heads of the civil and military

departments of the place and their families. Those next in rank

adorned the sides of the room ; and groups c»l those who made no
pretension to that equivocal word ¢ position’ occupied and filled
the lower end.

“The indiscriminate hospitality that had thus assembled toge-
ther people of the same community, wholly unknown to each other
except by name, had the effect of causing a restraint in the manner
of the upper class, in a vain and weak desire not to be thought on
a footing of equality with those beneath them; and, on the other
side, a feeling that this difference was purposely rendered palpable,
and maintained, if not with incivility, at least, with a total want of
courtesy. Where such was the condition of things, the whole
naturally suffered from the conduct of & few individuals; and
those who exhibited assumed airs of superiority, on the one
part, or resented them coarsely, on the other, naturally involved

the right-thinking people of both in the censure that belonged
peculiarly to themselves.

““¢“ Who is that beautiful girl”’
lady belonging to the place.
“¢] don’t know her.’

asked a person near me, of a

“ And that extremely interesting voung lady?’
[ am not aware ; I never met her before ; she is not of our

(e ¢

set.’

““And yet it was manifest she knew her name; had seen her
!‘l‘t‘tplﬂlll)’, though not, l""‘l“‘l’-\'v in the same room; and was well
acquainied with the condition and respectable character «
parents.  IFany allowance could be made
diousness, some extenuation mieht bhe
the fact, that what the lower end of the
more than compensated for in beauty,

[ her
for this absurd fasti-
found for female vanity in
room lost in station was
) Trotz who had observed
this littleness, did not fail to use it, to the annovance of those who
had been weak enoueh to exhibit it,

ment at their not knowing people
case of manner, and acrecable

He affected ereat astonish-
so distinguished for beauty,
conversation.  The lower they
. the maore he extolled them for these

qualities; and pronounced them decidedly the finest women in the
country

were in the scale of society

‘I oa short time, the quadriles were formed, and all (that is,

part ol the cofmpany) were in motion; and what-
the undercurrents and unseen eddies of feeling might have
been, all appearing gay and happy. Indeed, some of the young

all the yvounoer
ever
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ladies from the country danced with a vigour and energy that B
showed their whole hearts were engaved in displaying what they A
considered most valuable qualities, exertion and endurance. The doubtfu
effeet of the sudden cessation of music in « ball-room is always OW
ludicrous, as the noise compels people to talk louder than usual ; oAl
and, when it terminates, the conversation is continued for awhile SN

in the same key. nouncin
My heartis as free as the cagle, siv,” were the first words 1 “fr )
heard from a fair promenader. his car,
“CFather s shoeked ata waltz, 1T must wait tll he goes into but I dic
supper.’ Ty
¢ “Ma says she's sheep in lamb’s clothing ; she recollets her him,’ sa
forty years ago, dancing with a boy, as she is to-night.’ foot of
““lsay, Bill, look at the old ladies a-starboard there, how the Fall,
they haul in their claws, like lobsters, when the promenading many dg
commences !’ say il w
““ “Hush, there’s Caplain Sheet? frame pa
““1hope he'snotin the wind ! Who is that he has got in tow? ““ She
She looks likga heavy sailor.”’ of Niaga
Ha |||hh,h¢;"|‘w hear vou!’ Trotz de
“CIUs a greal shame, now, to wear spurs in a ballroom! T
Major Macassar has torn my dress, and scraped my ankle dread- was, all
fully.  Pm really quite lame.  The gold wire, too, has made my “So
neck smart as if it was stune with nettles.’ “The
Wl alit's any satisfaction to retaliate, you have certainly persons
punished that Highland ofticer nicely, for the beetle-wing trim ; sal my fi
ming on your dress has scratched his knees most unmercifally ! piuk stre
Buat, oh, Sarali! look at Captain Denham! if his epaulette hasn’t the even:
drawn off a false curl, and there he carries it suspended from his mencing
shoulder as a trophy! Well, T never! He needn’t think it will “Supp
ever be claimed; 1 wonder who in the world it belongs to? we strip ¢
How glad T amitisn't the colour of my hair !’ ! I
“C0h, sirpaf vou haven't seen Carriboo Island | siry near Pictoo, § fended to
you haven't seen the prettiest part of Nova Scotia! 1 never beheld ‘ “““Wh
anything so lovely as Cariboo Island. We have such pleasant “‘ldo
clam - parties  there, sir, especially when the  timber-vessels “OWhn
arrive., [ hound Lo
“Lady Sampson had but one topie, which, though it bad lasted game amsg
since October, was likely to endure through the winter season. She * Lady
had visited the Falls of Niagara in the autumn, and was filled with mised ske
wonder and amazement.  She was now deseribing them to a cirele ;. paperol i

of admirine frien mous snak
COOTL was aomiehty cataract!” she sand ‘ “*Ther
SOl raazht be removed by conehing” remarked a deal stafl- Quebec ; a
doctor, who thoueht she was talkinge of her eves, which greatly / —Just the
distended at the time with the marvellous story ' thumb and



LIFE IN A COLOMNY.

y that ““ “The Falls! she said, raising her voice.
1 they “““Ah! the effect of a fall—that will render the operation

[he doubtful.
wavs “““Water-fall I’
1sual ; ““ “Ah, exactly; the lachrymal gland is aflected.’
wwhile ““ “Ni-ag-a-ra !’ she said, raising her voice still higher, and pro-

nouncing the word slowly.
ords 1 “““I beg your pardon, madam,” he replied, putting his hand to
his ear, and advancing his head much nearer; ¢ 1 beg your pardon,
5 into but I didn’t hear.’
““Trotz! do, pray, take that horrid man away, and explain (o
ts her him,’ said the lady, and then continued. ¢ 1 saw the pool at the
foot of the rock where the Indian warrior rose after going over

, how the Fall, and was wirled round and round in the vortex for a great
ading many days, in an upright position, as it he were stillalive! They
say 1t was a fearful sight; at last, the flesh dissolved, and the
frame parted and sunk !’
L tow”? ¢ She then led the way to the drawing-room, to show a shetch
of Niagara, that the military secretary had prepared for her.
Trotz detained the doctor a minute behind, and 1 heard him say,—
‘oom ! “*“Though the cataract was not, that story of the Indian really
read- was, all in my eye.’
le my “¢So I should think,” was the reply
“The ante-rooms through which we passed were filled with

tainly persons plaving cards, or taking refreshments. At a small table
trim- i sat my friend, the midshipman, with the little strange sail with
fully ! piuk streamers, to whom he hagd given chase in the carly part of
nns{l'l the evening, and, as he said, brought to. They were just com-

m his mencing a sociable game of chess
t will “Suppose,” said the jolly tar to his fair friend—* suppose that

s 10? we strip as we go” It's greal fun.’

““1Idon’t understand you,” said the young ladv, with an of-
icloo., , fended toss of her pretty head
eheld 1 “““What! not know what strip as we go is’

(XS N

asant I don’t know what you mean, sir!
Sl ““Why, this is the rule. Any thing you can lake, vou are

hownd Lo take, and strip the board as vou go on. It shortens the
astod game amazingly.’

e

Lady Sampson now opened a large book, containing the pro-

She
with mised sketeh; and unfolded and extended out a narrow strip of
cirele 5 paperol immense length, painted green, and resembling an enor-

mous snake, and explained it all in detail
“*There 1s the Gull of St. Lawrence,” she said ; Cand there's
stafi- Quebec ; and there’s Montreal; and there are the lakes; and there
just there—no, not there—a hittle higher up—just between your
thumb and finger—is Niagara,—vast, mighty and grand Nagara!

»
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Don’t you see the grand Falls, Mr. Scction? There, that little he not?
while .‘s'pt'('k»«thzu's it! IUs so mighty, that neither the eye nor b LWO sist
the mind can take itallinatonce! Captain Howard drew it! Ain’t “ She
it beautifully done? He draws so well!  He can draw any thing !’ ladies

““1 must introduce him to you,” whispered Mrs. Smythe to her han:

Miss Schweineimer. OO

“® yes, said Trotz to Lord Edward, ‘he can draw any thing, an oculs
—a long bow, a long cork—any thing but a bill, and that he Oh! lool
won’t draw for any one!’ an enorp

“““How very good!” replied Lord Edward. on it, an

“““Here is an epitome of it—an abridgment—the 1deas, as 1t side of i
were, iself, though not developed;” and she exhibited a very good If to kee
and accurate sketch taken by her daughter, infinitely better done, . lour! 0]
and more intelligible; than the other. ¢ What do you think, districts,
Mrs. Smythe, of my transferring this to embroidery—working it all over v
for a screen, or a cushion? No, a cushion wouldn’t do, either; centre :

i’s inconvenient to have to rise every time you wish to show it. derella’s
But for a screen, eh?’ like the ¢

““ Another party, an exploring one, that was reconnoitering happines
what was going on 1o the drawing-room, now arrived ; and the and | ar
loud prolonged sound of Niagara was again heard in the distance, when the
amidst the confused hum of many voices, as | returned to the ladies ha»
ball-room. The dancing being about to be resumed, 1 took a seat yellow-fe
near a Mrs. Blair, an old lady who came for the purpose of cha- ) exist in tl
peroning her daughter that evening. 1 had known her in her i a fashion
youth, but had notmet her of late years, and was shocked to see the ' cheap, as
change that tyne had effected both in her appearance and dispo- them skil
sition. The playful humour, for which she was remarkable when ~ quence wg
young, had degenerated into severe sarcasm ; the effects, proba- ance here
bly, of ill health, or of decreased fortune. & horror, fo

¢ “Who would have thought of sceing you here, Judge!’ said ] has ever s
she ‘ those mai

“““The truth 1s, my dear Mrs. Blair,” I replied, ‘1 have not There is |
heen at a ball for many years; aud probably never shall be again; ; cousin, wil
and, as I dined here to-dav, and was in the house when the com- a partner,
pany arrived, T thought T would stay and take one last long look Trotz, and
at a scene which recalls so many recollections of byvgone days; she looks,
and, besides, 11 ;nl\\:l:\s does me good to see Imix]n) faces about : near the fi
me. Ihe educal

“““Happiness in a ball-room!” she ejaculated, with some bit- Kitchen, w
terness ol feehng ; <1 thoueht vou were too much of a philoso- : cheerful, (|
pher, to believe i such a ded eption! Look at that old wall-eyed o poor. shab
colonel, now ‘excuse the coarseness ol the expression, but I have i per on half
no patience with people of his age forgetting their years ), —look 4 ““You s
at that wall-eyed colonel, with an obliquity of vision, and the 14 pretty and
map of Europe traced in red staius on his face! Happy fellow, 1s : dow of larg
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little he not? See, he is actually going to dance! It will puzzle those
8 nor ] two sisters to know which heis addressing.’

Ain’t ‘“ She had scarcely uttered the words, when both the young
ing !’ ladies rose al once, each thinking he had asked for the honour of

he to her hand.

““How happy he must feel)” she continued, “in having such
thing, an ocular prool of the want of unity or expression in his eyes!
at he Oh! look at that old lady, with a flame-coloured satin dress, and

an enormous bag hanging on her arm, with tulips embroidered
on it, and a strange-looking cap, with a bell-rope attached to one

as it side of it, fanning a prodigious bouquet of flowers in her belt, as
good if to keep them from fainting with the heat, and losing their co-
(i',,l(,, | lour! Oh, observe that member woman, that lady from the ruaral
think, districts, habited in a gaudy-coloured striped silk dress, trimmed

ing it all over with little pink bows, having yellow glass buttons in the
ither; centre; a cap without a back, stuffed full of feathers, like Cio-

ow it. derella’s gcodmother; and enormously long gloves, full of wrinkles,
like the skin of an elephant! They are both happy, but it is the
tering happiness of fools! Happiness in a ball-room! Ah, Judge, you

id the and I are too old for suth twaddle! I wish you had been here

lance, when the yellow-fever was raging ' In a garrison town, the young
o the ) ladies have the scarlet-fever all the year round ; but last year the
a seal yellow-fever predominated ; for; you know, two discases cannot
f cha- , exist in the constitution at one time. At a sale of wrecked goods,

n her a fashionable milliner boucht a lot of maize-coloured satins so
ee the cheap, as to be able to sell them for a mere trifle; but disposed of
lispo- them skilfully, by exhibiting only a few at a time. The conse-
when : quence was, a great number of young ladies made their appear-
roba- B ance here in what each one considered a rare fabric; and, to their
horror, found the room full of them! 1 christened it then, and it

said has ever since been known as the bilious ball. Do you suppose

‘ those maize-coloured satins covered happy hearts that night?

‘e not 3 There is Ella M‘Nair, now, dancing with her awkward country
\eain; ! cousin, whom she is alraid to refuse, vet unwilling to accept, as
com- a partner, alarmed for the horror of Lord Heather, the sneers of

 look Trotz, and the triumph of the Shermans. Sweet girl! how joyous
davs: she looks, does she not! Oh, look at that supercilious litde fellow
ays;

about near the fireplace, whose elbow is resting on the mantelpicce!
Ihe education his foolish father gave him spoiled him for the
& bil- Kitchen, without fitting him for the parlour. Instead of being a

]

Y P— cheerful, thrifty tradesman, he has been metamorphosed into a
—eved 4 poor, shabby, discontented gendeman. He looks like a grasshop-
| have ‘ per on half-pay

~luu|\

d the pretty and remarkably well-dressed lady opposite. She 1s a wi-
i dow of large fortune and good connexions.  Her affections are all

’

e

You sece the same thing every where. Observe that very
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absorbed by that lout of a boy sheis talking Lo, whq 18 her dnly
child. His bent knces and stooping shoulders give you the idea
ol a ploughboy, while his fashionable dress woul MNead't vou 1o
suppose he had clothed himsell, by fraud or mistake, from his
master’s wardrobe. She is heseeching him to stand properly, and
hehave like a gentleman ; and, above all, to dance; to all which
he is becoming more and more rebellious; and now he has jerked
away his arm, and is diving into that crowd of men near the fire,
to escape from her importunities and the observation of others.
Her wealth and station have given her but little happiness, and her
maternal cares and devoted affection are the torment of her son.
Did you use that word happiness, therefore, Judge, as a common-
place phrase, ordid it express what you really meant?’

I meant what I said,” I replied. ¢ Happiness is rather a ne-
gative than positive term in this world, and consists more in the
absence of some things than in the presence of others. I see no
harm in assemblies where they are not the business, but the rela-

xation of life, as they ce [lllll]\ are in this country. People come
together for the purpose of p le asing and being |»H ased, of sceing
and being seen, to he amused themsclves, and to contribute their
share to the amusement of others. They come with a disposition
and a hope to be happy. Music and dancing exhilarate the spi~
rits, hilarity 1s contagious, and, generally speaking, people do
enjoy themselves, and I derive great gratification in wilnessing
their happiness. That was what I meant, for 1 never supposed
there could be an asscniblage of two or three hundred people, wi-
thout there being some mdividuals unable or unwilling to partake
of the gaiety @hout them.’

“Just then Miss Schweineimer, the young lady that called her
Horse a beast, and myscllan ualy old fellow, !n“ul hanging on
the arm ol a subaltern ofiicer, into whose face she \\(l\lmlklll” up
with evident satisfaction, while listening to his Nattering accents.

COOh, charming!” she said, <101 haven’t enjoyed mysell to-
night, it's a pity, that’s all! How do you feel? 1 feel kind of all
over. IUs the handsomest party I ever saw in all my life! How 1
like Halifax! I wish father lived here mstead of the Blueberry
Plains!’

“There, madam,” I said, “let us abide by the decision of thal
unsophisticated girl. orgive her nasal twang and herignorance,
for the simplicity and truthfulness of her nature;” and I effected
my escape from my evoical companion.

“Conversation such as hers is depressing to the spirits, and
fowers one's estimate of mankind. It puts you out of sorts; for
such is the mysterious effeet of svinpathy, that a discontented
person soon mfuses a portion of his own feeling nto the mind ol

I did not,

s auditors however, derive much benefit from change
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or Snly ! of place, for the gentleman who next accosted me was imbued
he idea with much of the same captious spirit,
fyou Lo ““ ‘1 bave been pilying vou for some time, Judge,” he said.
om his ‘ How could you think of remaining so long with that bitter spe-
lv. and cimen of humanity, Mrs. Blair? Ske speaks well of no one, and
| which has been amusing hersell by feeling the silks and satins of her
jerked neighbours this evening, so as to find fault with their texture, if
he fire, thin, and the extravagance of their owners, if otherwise. She has
others. been grumbling to every one that the room is so badly lighted,
ind her good dresses are lost in"the dim and gloomy apartment. 1 shall
or SOn. propose to Sir Hercules to have shelves put up on the wall for
mmon- those old chaperons, with chandelics in front of them to show off
their velvets to the best advantace; when they will be out of all
r a ne- danger themselves from heels and spurs, and be deprived of the

»in the power of annoying others. Capital idea, isn’t it> A very vulgar
see 1o party this, Judge? When the guests that are invited do ¢ome, it's
e rela- not fair to send to the highways and byways for others. .In the
, COME olden time, we are told, it was only when a man’s friends delined,

seeing that a press-warrant issued to man the tables with the first poor
o their devils that could be found going to bed supperless.’

osition ““ The party now began to move towards the supper-room, which
he spi= generally presents more attractions to persons who stand less in
ple do need of refreshments than those who have been fatigued or
\essing exhausted with dancing. The tables were tastefully and beautifully
pposcd arranged ; but the effect was llxlyt'ln mJ.m-ml by l‘ho profuse and
le, wi- substanual character of some of the viands, which the number

yartake and quality of the guests rendered necessary. Whatever doubt
there might have been as to the possibility ol a ball conferring

ed het happiness, there could be none as to the enjoyment derived from
ing on the supper. In approving or partaking, nearly all scemed to join,
ing up few claimed exemption from age, and no onc objected to a vis-a-
cents. vis; and, if some bhad danced with all their hearts, an infinitely

ol to- greater number eat and drank with as much relish as if cating and
| of all drinking were as unusual a thing as waltzing.

How 1 “I'looked, but in vain, for my cynical companion, Mrs. Blair,
cherry to draw her attention to my friend, the midshipman, who had

' evidently made a prize of the strange sail, and was behaving with
ol thal the utmost generosity and kindness to the vanquished. Heinsisted
rance, upon filling her plate with every thing within reach; and when it

Nected 4 could hold no more; surrounded it with tenders, deeply laden with
’ every variety of supply. Nor did he forget champagne, in which
5. and he drank to the fair ord®8 health, to their better acquaintance, and

s : fol to a short cruise and speedy return; and then, prolesting it was
tented ; all a mistake to suppose he had already done so, apologized for
ind ol ; his neglect, and repeated the draughts till his eyes sparkled as
lange ¢ bright as the wine. He cut the Jarge cake bhefore him, and helped
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his partner to a liberal share, complaining all the time that the
knife was desperately dull; that it was the severest cutting-out
service he was ever employed in; and vowed that the steward
ought to have three dozen for his carelessness. He succeeded,

however, at last in effecting the incision, and brought away several
folds of a three-cornered piece of napkin, exactly fitting the slic e,

which had impeded the progress of his knife.  As he deposited this
trophy of his skill and strength on the plate, he said, 10 an under
tone, ‘It only wanted a ring to make it comyplete;” whereat the
lady’s face was suffused with blushes and smiles, and, ol ]Ill” up
her glass, she said, <A very little wine, if you please.” C uml;l\m-v
with this request, and filling his own, they pledged cach other
again; and something was looked, and something was thought,
and something was felt, though not expressed on that occasion,
that, notwithstanding Mrs. Blair’s theory to the contrary, looked
to me uncommonly like happiness.

“ Miss Schweineimer wa no less pleased, though she thought
that the sandwiches were rather bitey; and the little red things in
the pickles, to which Trotz had he l;n 'd her, the hottest, not to he
a fire, she had ever tasted, for they burned her tongue so as to
make tears trickle down her cheeks.

“ ‘Do look!” said a young lady near me to Mrs. Smythe —
“do look at that strange creature covered with pink bows, and
yellow glass buttons in them; she is actually eating her supper
backwards! She began with fruits, and then proceeded to con-
fectionary and jellies, and so on, and is now winding up with the
breast and leg of a llll‘kt'_\ ' Who 1s she, and where does she come
from?’

‘Her name is Whetstone; I will introduce you to her, by
and by.’ )

*No, thank you; I'd rather not.’

“The place 18 unpronounceable. 1t is Scissiboo-goomish-
cogomah, an Indian word, signifying The Witeh's Fountain.’

“ “Ah, indeed! she is a fit representative.’

“Theinventorolshelvestorthechaperonsnow accosted meagain.

“1 should have hked, Judee, to have had the plwusn‘n- of
taking wine with you, but really Sampson’s wine is not fit to
drink; he scems to have lowered his standard of taste to suit the
majority ol his guests. Did you ever sce any thing so disgusting
as the quantities of things with which the tables are loaded, or the
gross appetites with which they were devoured? It is something
quite shocking! He is ruining the state of society here. These
people realize our ideas ol the harpies : -

[)H'lpuunlquv (IJ]H‘\ contactuque omnia feedant

In mundo.

By the way, a little man, with a [afe like a squeezed Jgmon, has

done
half f
Lo ma
resem
shop i
uscful
A
him t
audibl¢
same
menceq
b« \
who |),’|
marks
l)('rnl‘q'
know 1
handed
“To
request
drank if
the tabl
his hand
©.£Go
\'Ulhi\'(‘ a
appeared
those wh
lence.
‘We
custard-g
too! 1 ap
than any
pickles a-
‘Sov
}lt'!‘t‘_ You
introduce
this is the
grow. Ir
Trotz.”
01 ass
““*That
mistake.’
“ < But I
e (”l, C
scholar!’
“The las
every thing




LIFE IN A COLONY. 83

(hat the done me the honour to notice me once or twice to-night, with a
ting-out half familiar and half obsequious nod, whom 1 have been at a loss
steward to make out. The supper-table has betrayed him at last; for its
ceeded, resemblance to his own counter, (for he keeps a confectionary-
several shop in the ¢ mlnll\ put him at ease in a moment. He is the most
1e slice, useful person here.
ited this ““A message from Sir Hercules to his aide, Mr. Trotz, brought
n under him to his feet, muttering, as he rose, his discontent in very
reat the audible tones. The renewal of the music in the ball-room at the
'|lll" up same time intimated that the last dance was about to be com-

nplying menced.
h other “““Youain't going, Mr. Trotz, are you?’ said Miss Schweineimer,
hought, ] who had unconsciously been the object of many impertinent re-
:casion, marks during the last half hour. *Pray try one of those custards
looked before you go; they are so good! Do, just Lo ]»l(‘:l\'(‘ me. You
know I ate those ficry pickles, because you asked me;” and she
thought ‘ handed him a liquid one, contained in a small circular wl 1SS,

1ings in “To the astonishment of every body, he complied with her
it to be request; but, being in a hurry to attend to the Governor’s wishes
. )

0 as Lo drank it off without the aid of a spoon, and replaced the glass on
the table. In a moment he became dreadfully pale, and, putting
iythe — his handkerchief to his face, exclaimed

v8, and ““ “Good heavens, the mustard-pot!” and left the room in con-
supper vulsive agony from the cffects-of this powerful emetic, and dis-
lo con= appeared amid the malicious laughter and uproarious delight of all
7ith the those whom he had at one time or another annoyed by his inso-

¢ come lence.
“Well, T never!” said the young lady : ‘it looks as like a
rer, by custard-glass as two peas, don't 1it? and iU's the identical colour,
too! 1 am sorry it's done; but I'd rather it had h: appened to hlm
than any one ¢ I\n for I believe in my soul he gave me the red hot
ymish- pickles a-purpose. T am up sides with him, at any rate.’

’

n. “*So would I, my dear,” said Mrs. Smythe; “but don’t say so;
here, you must always appear to be sorry for an accident. Let me
again. introduce you to Mr. Able, assistant-surgcon of the Jupiter; for
sure of this 1s the last dance, and he'll tell vou where the red pickles
fit to 3 grow. I really love you, for putting that trick upon that horrid
it the Trotz.’
mstng “C 01 assure vou 1l was a mistake.....’
or the ““ “That's right, dear; look 1nnocent, and say it was a
ething Y mistake.’

’

These ‘¢ But I assure you...
““ ©Oh, ol course! you really do it very well. You are a capital
scholar!’
““The last dance lasted for a long time; for the termination of
every thing agreeable is always deferred to the utmost moment of
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time. At length the band played ¢ God save the King!’ which was
the signal for parting, and the company took leave and disap-
peared in a few minutes, with the exception of the awkward
squad that first arrived. Owing to their having made a mistake in
the hour, or forgotten to give orders as to the time their carriages
were to come for them, they were again doonied to annoy the
gubernatorial party, and to be no less perplexed and bored them-
selves,
““ Such were my last reminiscences of Government House ; and,
from what I hear, 