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THE
Ouecher Mevical Fouwml,

APRIL, 1827,

CRITICAL ANALYSIS,

I.'lcmenlsqf Medical Jurisprudence. —By Tueoporic Raycyy
Becx, M. D. Drofessor of the Institutes of Medicine, and
Lecturer on Medical Jurisprudence in the College of the
Western District of the State of New-Yorlk, &c. &e. Second
Edition, with Notes, and an Appendix of original cases and
the latest discoveries.—By WirLiast Dusror, M. R. C.S.
L. Member of the Medico- Chirurgical, and of the Werner-

“fan Society of Natural History, Edinburgh ; ¥ Lecturer on
Medizal Jnrbprudc.xcc, &c. &e. pp. 640 London, 1825.

When concluding « partial analysis of this work in our
Iast, we were’ in hope that the new Edition, now preparing
for the press, would have made its appearance before the
period allotted for this Number ; but as we have been too
precipitate in this anticipation, we shall notwithstanding,
proceed on the subject of Medical Jurisprudence in this and
other subsequent numbers, untill all its departments shall
have becn 'broi:f;ht into viex; and whilst we comply with
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the wishes of a great portion of our veaders in this arrange-
ment, we feel confident their benefit will be better consulted
by presenting, as much as possible, Dr. Beck’s own ideas
which happily seldom if cver, afford room for eritieism or
even illustration, although »ur limits compel us to be mere

concise. AR - PP 4

The clmpter on ‘woiinds t.n'z.'tl‘ze ?icz’ng Izé}lg/, deserves our
carlicst attention, as it may tend to throw somie Fight on the
various (uestions which may occasionnally present thems-
selves in the several departments of the ecience under
consideration. The term Wouxp, in legal medieine, is
understood to comprise all kinds of accidents, such as bruises,
contusions, fractures, dislocations, &e. &c. The cases of
recovery from the most dreadful wounds, and instances of
death from apparently slight ones, may influence the medical
witness in urging that a dangerous wound has proved fatal
through igaorance or neglect. Here Dr. Beck says: ¢ Such
power is too extensive Tand too important to be «r‘:mted to
every meuical witness, .md whatever we take from his h.mds,
and refer to sound prmcxple; and general ‘rules, is a solid
guin to the cause of truth and j Justice.”

A wound may not he mortal by itself, but become so I)y
accident, and ticd dersd, thus, a small portion of the omen-
tum, or the fat of the intestine, may so placeitself in the
mouth of a wounded blood-vessel in the belly, as to prevent
a hcemorrhage, while, if not thus obstrueted, it wonld be
mortzl. Bohn remarks thatit has never been demonstrated,
and indeed in the nature of things it can never be proved,
that a wound from which there is a recovery, is precisely
similar to one which has proved fatal, although externally,
they may be similar in every respect. In the one case, there
can be no dissection to prove its nature, and, in the ;)ther,
there may have been many peculiar circamstances not atten-
dant on the former, This observation is in itself a sufficient
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answer to the argument already .rcferred to, of proving tae
possibility of recovery from dangerous wounds, by a reference
to similar instances.” Two persons may receive a waund in
the stomach or oun the head, which will occasion the same
consequences, ceicris paribus, aud exhibit a precisely similar
train of symptoms, still, the onc mmy recover, while the
ctherwilldie. Ilence itappears that the mortality of wounds
can only be founded on apatomical and physiological data,
and not on analogy.

Dr. Beck divides wounds into morted, dangerous, and
slight. Among the first, must be ranhcd those which are
beyoud the controul of surgical means, such as exteusive
injuries of the brain, the spinal-marrow; & division of the
cighth pair of nerves ; a blow at the pit of the stomach ; and
an infinite variety of others which are ineritably futal even
when a prompt assistaace is procured. To theseeond class
belong those which, without indicating immediate danger,
nmay potwithstanding prove fatal from the absence of surgical
aid in time, and where the part injured is surroumded by
nerves and muscles, or if the injury be near a joint, &c.—
But it will appear that this division is an arbitrary one, as
circumstances independent of the injury inflicied, miay cause
a slight wound to become dangerous—ind 2 dangerous one,
mortal. Thus the state of the constitution, such as intoxica.
tion, disease or unnatural state of some parts, &c. are to be
strictly attended toa .

Dr. Beck suggests whether a severe injury to the head will
not of itsclf sometimes occasion u high degree of redness in
the mucous coat of the stomach, without any injury having
been aflixed to the latter vicus. This idea is clucidated by

- cases of apoplexy, related in the New-Eogland Jourual, vol,
-1, p. 34, by Dr. J. C. Warren,

The atmosphere, the air ot Hospitals, a prevailing epidemic

or pestilence, the negligence or ignorance of the Surgeonand
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other attendants, may also very materially influence the faq
tality of wounds, and ought therefare, to be carefully inves-
tigated. Mahon says, that in some hospitals, particularly
the Iotel-Dieu of Paris, trepanning is almost always mortal.

Injuries of the brain are always scrious, as well as those of
the cronium ; but their fute is uncertain, for persons will
recover under extensive injuries, as proved by.a remarkable
case related by Dr. Morrin, in the 3rd. No. of this Journal,

while others will sink under very :Exht wounds. Wounds of

the eyes are also deemed dangerous, from the intimate con-
nexion of these organs with the brain. ¢ A sharp-pointed
instrument has cometimes penetrated the nose, touched the
brain, and kence proved futal.  Wounds of the internal ear
may also destroy hearing, and from their vicinity to the
brain, prove dangerous. In the division of the freenum lin-
gue in children, the ranular artery has also bled to death.

Penetrating wounds of the thorax are not in gencral dan-
gerous, unless comvined with frecture of the ribs, or the
rupture of some blocd-vessels, or with emphysema, particu-
larly when the injury has been inflicted at the upper part of
the thorax, or at the pesterior side near the junction of the
ribs with the vertebree. The Editor relutes the casc of a
Sergeant Verney, of the $9th Regt. who, at the hattle of the
Falls of Niagara, reccived a shot which entered aboutan inch
and a half on the right side of the sternum, and came out
behind, about the same distance from the spinc, from which
he recovered completely. The lunygs ave also subject to concus-
sion, which is termed wind concussion, and is usually fatal.
Fractures, luxations, and contusions of the vertebral column
are all highly dangerous. :

Wounds of the heart are notalways immedi:{te]y mortal.—
A British soldier in Spain survived thirteen days witha mus-
ket ballin his heart. The reason is that in some cases, the
forcing body prevents by its closing the aperture, the fata}
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heemorrage which otherwise would prove fatal.” Wounds of
the thoracic duct, of the lower part of the cesophagus, of the
vena azygos, anq of the diaphragm, are considered futal —
The prognosticin wounds of the lungs should in general be
delayed, as the cases of recovery from desperate ones are so
numerous, that we can never be justified in peremptorily de-
claring any particular instance a mortal wound, Wounds
from fire-arms are, however, always more hazardous than
those from cutting or sharp-pointed instruments.

There isa contrariety of opinion respecting the danger
attendant on wounds of the stomach, as some have recovered
from extensive injuries of that viscus,and after the operation
of gastrotomy, whilst others have been killed by a slight
blow onthe stomach, the fatality of which has been atiributed
to the region of the stomach being theseat of the solar plexus,
and of the semi-lunar ganglion, parts essential to life. Wounds
of the small intestines are inore dangerous than these of the
larger, as are also those accompanied by an eflusion of some
of the conlents of the viscera, such as the {luid of the gall-
bladder, the urine, the fieces, or a rupture of some blood-
vessel, Injuries of the spleen may become fatal by the loss
of blood, although that viscus has sometimes been removed
from the Lody without inconvenience to the patient. In
general, the fatality of wounds resulis from the degree of
injury to a function more or less essential to the support of
life. It has also been remarked that the small intestines seem
to posscss some of the irritable sympathy so congpicuous in
the stomach—death being brought on by some unaccountable
cause where they are only slightly injured.

In wounds of the extremities, where the muscular fibres
are divided transversely, or where syphilis and serefula are
present, the cure may be tardy, but wounds of the arteries
aud veins are not at_the present day consxdered dangeroys
by modern surgeons, it timely md be aﬁ'ordc& Hence ina
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muititude of instances, it becomes even impossible to decide
whether the wound which the surgcon is called npon to exa-
mine, is absolutely mortal. B (U
e have thus far endeavoured to lay before our tea.dcrs 3
comprehensive view of Dr. Beck’s sentiments on wounds, and
it may be properfor us to pause in this place before we take
leave of the subject. Medical witnesses are often called intc
a Court of Juastice, for the sole object of extorﬁng from them
opinions tending to lay obstaclesin the elucidation of truth,
whereby a guilty prisoner may escape.a merited punishment,
and vice-versi., We do not deem it a satisfuctory answer to
say with Mr, Hobbs, when asked whether the woundsin
question are mortal or not, that there never was a wound bul
it mizht prooc mortul. If the science of the Physician did
not extend beyond ordinary conjectures, there would certain-
ty be but few individuals who would place in his testimony
that confidence which a Surgeon is competent to expect from
a Jury. Itis however, extremely difficult, and writers have
considered it impossible, to lay down a general rule, with
respect to the mortality of wounds, which would not admit
of exceptions in particular cases ; and ulthough it cannot be
determined how far natureand art canoperate, yet, physjolo-
gical science furnishes us with a correct idea of the conditions
necessary for the support of life : and it is from a knowledge
of them that the Physician can deduce certain data beyond
which life is not expected to be maintained, MHence the di-
vision introduced by Dr. Beck, of dangerous amd mortal
wounds, appears the most judicious, as it tends to establish
the distinction which is the subject of these inquiries, Med-
ical science is now enriched with such valuable observations,
that the practitioner is, or ought to be, acquainted with the
different circumstances capable of intpasting 2 deadly condis
* tion to a wound ap;iarenﬂy barmless 3 and in all such cases,

death can only be considered a spcondary effect of the vioe
lence offered,
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. ~On tlie other hand, some very éminent Jurists pretend, ahd
, we have hedrd it from the moutli of’ a’distinguished J udge in
. Quebec, that, as it is frequently impossible to establish the
inténtion of murdér which qualifies that crime in the éyes of
-‘the law, an assaillant is held responsible of the tonsequences
which may arise from the violence committed, howéver
. slight it ight'bé dt first ; and as it is equally certain that a
wouind which'is harmless in one case, may prove mortal in
“another, a knowledgeof the distinction between mortal and
dungerouts wounds, could not be very material in the generale
ity of trials for murder, since the denomination of the crime
would rest on the betfer chance of recovery, which some
constitutionsare known to’ possess over others, 'We are laid
‘to helieve, on the contrary, that a proper attention to the
. circumstances attending an injury, will suffciently point oat
- the natural conscuences to be expected from' them, "ivith z
“view to facilitate the (ne'execution of the laws, and we shatl
.only say that the Coventry act itself does not appear to dfford
those satistuctory explanations of the diiferent denominations
of crimes which it embraces, whereby the Physician can
effectually cooperate in the doe execution’ of its objects,
upou the principles by which a medical obaeh'er is te be
guided in his researches. :
Of mental Alienation—~This" chapter is'b'ne’ih'which Dr.
Beck displays the most enlighténed judgeniént and an unconi-
“snon accutacy and precision in his statements, ‘and this will
warrant our extracting at some length. To (i€ ordinary divi~
sion of insanity into mania, melancholia, and idiocy, he pre-
“fers the classification preposed by M. Esquirol; in his mastery
"atticle on-insanity in the Dictiondire des Sciencés Médicales,
as better calculatéd to illustrate the various wppeatatices bf
the disease.  The following is the ordler pursuéd by Him' :
“L. Mania, in which the hallucidation éxténds. to alt Kinds'sf
“objects, ‘and is “accomphttied ‘with’‘sumé’ Excitement. -2,
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Monomania, or- felancholy, “in which the hallucination is
. confined to a single object, or t¢ a small number of objects.
3. Dementia, wlierein- the person is rendered incapable of
reasoning, .in consequence of functiona} disorder of the brain
Dot conzemtal. 4. Tdiotism, congenial, from original m'xl-
. conformation in the organ of thought, .
¢ Mania—In many instances, thoiigh it is far from bemv
general, pain in the head and throbbing of its arteries pracede
an attack of insanity ; and sometimes giddiness is complained
of, as a precursory symptom. ‘The appearance of the eye is,
however, the circumstance most readily to be noticed, and
the change in it from a state of health, often precedes inco-
herence of language. Recovered patients have described 2
peculiar sensation connected with-this appearance; as though
the eye flached fice from heing stricken withan open hand,
. and this increased in proportion as the ideas became more
and more confused. Thereis a peculiar muscular action of
these organs, a protrusion of the eyes, a wandering motion,
in every possible direction; and in a manner peculiarly tire-
some to the beholder. During a paroxysm, thev appear as
if stiily and firmly pushed forward, and the pupils are con-
tracted. And yet, with all these appearances of excitement,
it has rather a dull than a fierce character,
««The muscles of the face also partake in ¢he change, and
- the rapidity of the alterations they undergo, depends on the
succession of ideas which pass. with such velocity through the
.mind of the sufferer. o R
#¢ As the attack advances, the individual becomes uneasy,
is unabhle to confine bis atteation, walks with a quick and
hurried step, and while doing so, suddenly stops. - Men of
the most regularand established habits, will suddenly kocome
. active, Jealous and restless—while those of a lively disposi-
- tion will betome indolent, indifferent and faney themselves
sick. Persons subject to habitual indisposition, which has
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disappeared suddenly, fancy themselves in high health, and
are greatly clated, A very vigorous action of the body and
mind soon takes piace, and particularly the exertion of great
muscular strength, The language is totally diflerent, both
in tone and manner, from the usual habits of the manine.—
He becomes angry without any assignable cause—attempts
to perform feasts of r*r. wgth, or efforts of agility. Many
talk incessantly. sometimes in the most boisterous manner,
then suddeniy Ic;\vering the tone, speak lofty and whisper.—
The subjects vary equally, They are never conlined long to
anc point, but voluble and incoherent, run rapidly from one
point to another, totally disconnected with it, The same
phrase is sometimes repeated for a length oftime, or convera
sation i3 maintained with themselves, as with a third person,
with all the variations of violent, and Judicruus sestures. In
females, there is frequeantly a complication, as it were of
hysteria with general madness ; and laughing or weeping
is 2 common attendant. ‘The food is often neglected, and in
others, there is an unusual voraciousness, and they swallow
every thing .that comes in their way. The st: - and
bowels are unusually torpid—costiveness prevails,  { the
stools are white, small, and hard. Diarrhwa rarely occurs ,
except towards the termination of the disease. The urine is
scanty in quantity, and, for the most part, of a high colour.
The pulse is very various—and little dependence can be placed
onit, as an indication. The tongue is usually moist, and
sometimes has a whitish appearance; and there is often a
preternatural secretion of sativa and mucus in the mouth and
throat, which is of avisaid nature, and discharged with dif-
ficulty by spitting, There is also generally a stoppage of
the seeretion of mucus in the nose. Dr. Rush mentions,
that D, Moore, athis request, examined the maniacs in the
Philadelphia Hospital, with reference to this symptom, and

found it present in two-thirds of them. Where this secretion
"B
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was not suspended, he found the mucus of the nose dry and
hard.” .

Our author does si0t concur in the opinion of Haslam and
others, that wmaniacs enjoy no exemption from the effects of
severe cold, and very properly observes that the same opera-
ting causc which endows the manize with excessive streogth,
doubtless, also, conduces to produce the state under consider-
ation. This appears further corroborated by the fact, that
mortifications of the feet are apt tooccur in maniacs, although
this circumstance has been erroneously thought by some as
an evidence of the contrary opinion.

¢ Haslam observes, that he scarcely racollects an instance
of a lunatic becoming blind, but numbers are deaf; and
those who are not deaf, are troubled with difficulty of hear-
ing, and tinnitus aurium. 1t is from the disorder of this
organ, and which is referable to the original diseased action
of the functions of the brain, that many maniacs derive the
delusion under which they labour. The commission which
they suppose themselves to receive from some superior being,
is given by the exr—they imagine it is constantly repeated.
They arc thus, they imagine, urged to its performance, and,
in too many cases, muwder or self-destruction is the unhappy
result.

¢ The eye is also diseased. Objects appear bright and
fiery, and the organ itself i3 sparkling and protruded. At
other times, it is sunken and dul}, and external appearances
produce but little impression. The smell—the taste and
touch—do not escape these perversions, and the latter in
many instances has lost its pecaliar power of correcting the
other senses—this, however, is far from being universal.

¢ Wakefulnessis another symptom, which sometimes pre-
cedes all others, and is coeval with pain or uneasiness of the
head, or snme other d.isc:;sefl organ—From its \icing always
followed in the morning by the peculiar appearance of the
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eye already described, it may sometiines lead to proper sus«
picion, as well as attention to the diseased person. This watch-
fulnese isattended with an irresistible impulse to riscearly,
go abroad, and ramble about : or, if remaining in the house,
to be incessantly employed in arranging und re-arranging
articles of furniture, dress, boohs, or pupers ; and, by thus
placing, displacing, and confounding every thing, their ideas
become more confused, and they soon give rise to actions of
a wild and outrageous nature.

¢ The memory is carly affected in maniacs ; after a time
it seems aimost destroyed.

¢ Pusillanimity is also a remarkable traic in ke character
of the infane. "Though occasionally boisterous and fierce,
yet they are readily overcome by a person of decision, Their
leading characteristics ars timidity, distrustfulaess, suspi-
cion—never contented with their present condition, but al-
ways desircus of some change. It is this discontent of mind
that detaches them from their parents and friends, and czuses
them to hate most thosc whom they previously cherished
with the fondest affection. This alienation from friends is,
therefore, one of the moest constant and pathognomenic
iraits of the malady.

¢ The Zaration of 2 paroxysm is very various. Dr. Rush
saw it continued for five or ten months with scarcely any
abatemsent in the excitement of the body and mind, notwith-
standing the craployment of depleting remedies.  1f the par-
ox¥sm cease suddenly, we may dread the return of another.

¢ Monomanit or meluncholy.—Here the permanent deliri-
um: is confined to one object, or to 2 small number of them.
The sufferers are pursucd day and night by the same ideas
andaffections—they appear often reasonable, when conversing
on subjects Leyord the sphere of their deliriam, unti! some
external iinpression suddenly rouscs the discased train.  The
character of the first form, {monomania) is often very vari-
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ous, depending on the predominant character of the delusion
that is present. Some are gay and highly excited—laugh,
talk, and sing—fancy themselves deities, kings, learned and
noble.

¢ Some patients, when labouring under this form, are ex-
cessively irascible, and even without any apparent ceuse, are
suddenly hurried into a violent passion or fury. It is while
labouring under this that they become dangerous to them-
selves or to those around them. They will seize any weap-
on, and strike others or themselves—though sometimes con-
scious of theirsituation. Aninternal sensation is perceived—
asa burning heat with pulsation within the skuil, previous to
this excitement. This description of lunatics eat much, but
snmetimes ithey endure hunger with great obstinacy; they
have frequent pains in the bowels, and costivenessis common.
The pulse is full, hard and strong, and the skin warm. Pro-
bably thisis a form of insanity as common as any other. It
is alzo said to be less durable, and to end more favorably.

¢ Meluncholy rarcly affects athletic persons, and is charac-
terized by black hair and eyes—a striking cast of countenance,
as the complexion is either yellow, brown, or blackish—the
impression of heat or cold are slightly noticed. The physi-
ognomy is wrinkled and languid, yet sometimes the muscles
of the face convulsively tense, and the countenance is full of
fire.

¢ The pupils of the eye are dilated, and that organ hasa
peculiarly dull muddy look, rolling heavily or surrounding
objects, if it can be roused to move at all. But ordinasily it
is fixed with an unineaning stare on vacancy. The adnatais
commonly painted with a dull purplish red—hoiding a strong
light near the eyes, produces a very transient cffect.

<¢ Pain is said by some recovered patients to have preceded
the attack—sometimes fixe:d, but more commonly wandering,
and the suffering by this is extreme. Great apprchension,
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which indeed is 2 characteristic of this form, ensues, and
plunges the sufferer into the most'gloomy state of mind, ac-
companied by indifference as tohis personal comfort, or urg.
ing him forcibly to self-destructrion, or to the murder of
others——a fixed position of the body is a very common atten-
dant. Dr. Rush saw a patient who sat with his body bent
forward for three years without moving, and another whose
torpor of the nervous system was such, that a degree of cold
go intense as to produce inflammation or gangrene upon the
face and limbs, did not move him from the stand be had
taken in the open air.

““The pulse isextremely vaccileting, and generally is
slow and feeble ; yet, with all this, has a labouring feel, not
accompanied with a bold throb, but as though difficulty at-
tended every exertion. A sort of ticking movement is some-
times observed, which is often intermitting, and from 100 to
130 strokes in 2 minute.

“¢ The skin is dry and burning, while the extremeties are
cold, and bathed in a clammy sweat. With these, transient
purple-coloured flushing of the fuce are sometimes an atten-
dant. The tongue is usually of a brownish veliow colour,
furred and has intensely purple red edges. Constipation is
common—diarrheea announces a salutary change. The urine
is pale, thin, and cloudless, unless morbidly retained. The
thirst is usually great and a peculiur odour is perceptible from
their bodies. The sleep is disturbed. They act and even
reason rightly on all other subjeets but that which character-
izes the delirium. An exasperation takes place sometimes
every day or every second day, particularly when in an hori-
zontal position.

“Dementia is often the consequence of mania or melancholy
2nd is somewhat allied to that decrepitude of mind, which
frequently appears in old age. Thepatients are usually calm
and quict, enjoy a Zood appetite, and are 2pt to become slov-
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enly. The ideas passin rapid and alternate succession, and
this gives risc to incessant babbling, unwearied declamation,
aod continual activity withowt object or design. Occasion-
ally, they assume a menscing sir, without .a;xy real anger,
and this is soon succeéded Hy immoderate lavghier. The
appearanceis generally peculiar, the countenance is pale,
the eyes are dull and moist; the pupils dilated, and the look
is motionless and without expression. Thereis a variety as
to emaciation or fatncss.

¢« {diotism, when congenial, is first indicated by fecble-
ness of body and of mind, and is more common in some coun-
trics, as the Cretins—The appearance may be described as
Follows : the skullis smail and inferior in height to the skull
of maniacs, and there is a great disproportion between the
face and head, the former being much larger than the lutter.
The countenance is vacant and destitute of meaning, the
complexion sickly, the stature usually diminutive, the lips
and eyelids coarse and promineat, the skin wriokled and pen-
dulous, and the muscles lovse and flabby. To these are
usually added a complication of other diseases, the subjects
are ricketty, scrupulous, or epileptic. The eyes are squint-
ing or convulsive, and the hearing is imperfect or totally de-
stroyed. '

¢ Insanity is essentially a bodily disease, and the moral
causes operate in producing it, as they do in producing other
complaints. Tt sbould be remembered that the insanivy of
females isalways aggravated at the period of menstcuation,
particulurly when it is in a morbid state.”

In his subsequent remurks, the author makes a general
application of the above description of the various species of
mental alienation, to the detection of that which is feigned
and concealed. Thus, pretenders areunable to prevent sleep,
and pever desire to conceal their condition, as in the case of
real insanity ; ¢ they even sometimes outstrip madness itself
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and seem desirous to exhibit themselves in the most violent
and disgusting forms. Mr. Hiil fecommends attention to
that peculiar odom: observed in maniacs.”” Dr. Rush, who
s known to have been the most attentive and successful ob-
server of the human pulse, has found that it is more frequent
in all the grades of madness. He observed that it was more
frequent by twenty strokes in a minute, on aa individua}
sentenced to death, and from this circumstance, added to
other symptoms which had been dectared by another physi_
cian to be feizned, he certified that the individual was really
mad. Emetics and cathartics operate but slightly on the in-
sane—Fodéré was ordered to examine a woman accused of
high-way robberies, and who, through her ingenuityin feign-
ing insanity, had escaped several punishments. Recollect-
ing a case related by Zacchias, in which threats had been suc-
cessful, he said, ina firm tone of voice:  To-morrow I
shall again visit her, ard if she continne to howl, if she be
not dressed, and her chamber put in order, you must apply
a red-hot iron between her shoulders.” The next day, the
chamber was clean, the night had been quiet, and the patient
was dressed. He accordingly certified that she was not af-
fected in her mind.

Although weare of opinion that persons with an enlighien-
ed judgment, out of the Medical Profession, may also be
cempetent judges of the state of the mind in many cases, yet
it must be acknowledged with Dr. Beck, that their evidence
may lead to serious errors, in that form of insanity, in which
‘“the boundaries between it and sanity approach so near,
that judges and juries often doubt whether the act is the re~
sult of madness or of wickedness.” A knowledge of the as-
sociation of ideas, the result of methaphysical observations,
which experienced observers partake with the Medical philo-
sopher, is entitled to dur confidence, as far as the morality

-of actions and the exercise of intellectual faculties are con-
cerned,
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Cases are related in this place, to show the difficulty which
sometimes exists in detecting concealed insanity, and we
must say that the most consumate experience will frequently
fail in the attempt ; for < the medical witness has to decide—
not whether a person is actually or feignedly insane for the
first time in his life, but whether there is such 2 recovery
from madness as to entitle the person to the appellation of
a sane man.” Itisalso worthy of notice that an insane,
when placed in the society of other madmen, will sometimes
be capable of detecting their folly and aberration from reason,
and endeavour to convince them of the absurdity of their pre-
vailing opinions. In fine, when examining a mahiac we
should never forget the direction given by Haslam, which is,
not to commence the conversation directly on the subject of
his aberrations ; ¢ the purpose is more effectually answered
by leading him to the origin of his distempe~, and tracing
down the consecutive ceries of his actions and association of
ideas. In going over the road where he has once tumbled, he
will infallible trip again.™

The leading principles of the English law respecting the
insane, are next brought into view ; butas the civil laws of
England are not in forcein this country, we shall follow the
author in the conszideration of that part of the criminal code
which relates to the presentsubject. It is only necessary for
the moment to remark, that, if at any stage of the trial, the
prisoner should become of nonsane memory, no further step
is to betaken against him : “¢ but if alunatic has lucid inter~
vals of understanding, he shall answer for what he does in
those intervals, as if he had no deficiency.” Esquirol says
the insane are more agitated about the full mooun, but so are
they about day-break every morning ; hence he says that

- ¢ light frightens some lunatics, pleases others, but agitates
all”” The subject of insanity is one of such importance,
aad involves 5o many difficuli questions, that we have been
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led to enter minutely into its nature and the considerating
of the various and multiplied forms under which it prosents
itself to the Medicn! Jurist. We shall, thereire, conclude
in our next nuniber what remains to be said on that subject.

Du Magnzlisme Animelen France, el des jugcments qu'en
ont portes les “Sociétés Sux santes, aree e texie de tlivers
rapports fuils en 1784 par les commissaires de I Acalémie
des Scicncesy de la Fecultéd o de la Socic?é Reyale de
Médecine, ct une anulyse -ies derméres scances de I Aca-
démie Royule de Médecine ct du rmport de M. Husson ;
suici de considerations sur Capparition de Lextasc, dans
les traitements magneétiques.  Par Avnxavors Brrtraxn,
Ancien Eléve de 'Ecole Polytechnique,, Docteur en Méde-
cine de la Faculté de Paris, Membre do la Société Royale
Académique des Sciences. pp. 539, Paris, 1526,

De toutes les théories que lesprit humain soit capable d'en-
fanter, il n'en cst aucune qui soit plus propre & gagner du
crédit, que celle qui se rattache & quelque chese de mysiéri-
cux, surtont pour ce qui regarde Ja guérison des maladies ;
et les vinis savans ont di étre encore moins étonnds de leurs
succes, que de l'applicaticn que l'on en a fuite pour exciter ct
captiver I'attention et Iz confiance du valgaire.  Cette vérité
nous parait devoir s'appliquer avee drautant plus de justesse
au magnétisme animal, queses partisans, non contents dave
ébloui une populace avide par des procédés simples et natu-
rels, mais, séduits par ses nombreux succés, n’vnt pu ré-
sister au penchant qui nous porte sans cesse & chercher dans un
monde que nous connaissons peu, des raisons d'agir que nous
connaissons encore moins. De méme qu'il avait fallu 3
Descartes un concours de molécuies en mouvement pour for-
mer les &tres, de méme les magnétiseurs ne se sent pas bor-

oir
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nés i donuerles raisons simples et plausibles qui sont seales
capables de rendre compte des phénoménes qu'ils produi-
sent, mais ils ont cherché dans Ia nature pn agent physique,
un étre isolé répandu dans Pespace, dont Pexistence ré-
pugne & laraison et aux lois de la saine physique, et qui
les a plongés dans une foule (erreurs dont il cut été facile
pour eux de prévoic les suites. Aussi n'ont-ils pas manqué
déveiller contre lears manccuvres tous les préjugés qui se
présentent toujours it aspect de la nouveauté, méme quand
elle repose surdes bases solides.

On saura gré sans doute 3 Mr. Bertrand d'avoir mis au jour
les observations qu'il a eu occasion de faire dans les salles des
magnétiseurs, et si 'aveu qu'il fait au commencement de =a
préface d’avoir ¢té un magnétiscur de profession, était capable
de nous fuire soupconner son impartialité, le ton et Pair d'in.
différence qu'il donne & toutes les manceuvres des magnétiseurs
est propre & nous rassurer sur sa bonoe foi, attendu qu’i} fit
possible de Ia révoquer en doute. Blais avant que deentrer
dans Ja recherche de cet important sujet, nous allons essayer
de donner unc idéc de cette doctrine, qui est trop nouvelle et
trop pou généralement répandue, pour qu'un grand nombre
de nos lecteurs cn aient anc entiére connaissance.

Voici 1'idée qu'en donoe M. Mesmer, qui prétend avoir
découvert le magrnétisme animal, et qui I'a nommé dece nom :
¢ {In Buide vaiversellement répandu ; il est le moyen d'une
influence mumelle entre les corps célestes, la terre et les
corps animés ; il esi continué de maniére 4 ne souffrir aucun
vide ; sa subtilité ne permet aucune comparaison , il est ca-
pable de recevoir, propager, communiiier toutes les impres-
sions du mouvement: il est suzceptible de ilux et de reflux.
Le corps animal éprouve les effets de cet azent ; et c'est en
s'insinvant daus la substance des nerfs, qu’il les affecte im-
médiatement. On reconnait particuliérement dans le corps
humain des propriétés analogues 4 gelles de Vaimant ; on ¥
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:aiéting.ue'des pbles également divers et opposés. L’action
et 1a vertu du magnétisme animgl peuvent &tre communiqués
A'un corps A d’autres corps animés et inanimés. Cette action
a lieu } une distance éloignée, sans le secours d’aucun corps
intermédiaire ; elle est augmentée, réfléchie par les glaces ;
communiquée, propagée, augmentée, par le sun ; cette vertu
peut é&tre accumulée, concentrée, transportée. Quoique ce
fluide soit uniyersel, tous lcs corps animés n’en sont pas
£galement susceptibles ; il en est méme, quoique en trés pe-
tit nombre, qui ont wne propriété si opposée, que leur seule
présence détruit tous les effets de ce fluide dans les antres corps.

¢¢ Le magnétisme animal peut guérir immédiatement tous
fes maux de nerfs, et médiatement les autres ; il perfectionne
Taction des médicaments ; il provodque et dirige les crises sa-
lutaires, de manitre qu'on peut s’en renidre maitre ; parson
moven, le médecin connait I'état de santé de chaque individu,
et jugs avec certitude l'origine, la nature et les progrés des
maladies les plus compliquées ; H en empéche Paceroisse-
ment, et parvient 4 leur guérison, sans jamais cxposer le ma-
lade & des effets dangéreux ou & des suites {icheuses, quel-
gues sdient I'ize, le tempéramentet le sexe.  La nature offre
dans le magnétisine un moyen universel de guérir et de pré-
server les hommes.”

Nous emprunterons maintenant le langage des Commis-
saires de la Faculté et de I'Academie de Médecine, pour dé-
crire les procéidés magnétiques et leurs effets sur les individus
soumis & leur action. “On construit au millieu d’une grande
salle, une caisse circulaire, fuite de Lois de chine, et élevée
d'un pied ou d'un pied et demi, que Pon nomme Ie baquet ;
ce qui fait le dessus de cette caisse est percé d’un nombre de
trous; d’ol sortent des branches de fer coudées et mobiles.—
Les maludes sont placés i plusieurs rangs autonr de ce baquet,
et chacun a sa branche dc fer, laguzile au moyen du coudes

- peutebtre appliquée dircctemeut sur la partic malade
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»une corde passée autour de leur corps les unit les uns
aux autres, Quelquefuis on forme une seconds chaine
en se communiquant par les mains, c’est-d-dire cn appli-
quant le pouce entre le pouce et ledoigt ‘index de son
voisin: alors on presse le pouce que Vun tient ainsi ; I'im-
pression regue 4 la gauche se rend par la droite, et elle circule
i la ronde,

¢ Un pinno-furté est placé dans un coin de lasalle, et on y
Jjoue dillérents airs sur des mouvements variés, On y juint
quelquefois le son de la voix et le chant.

¢“ Tous ceux qui magnitisent ont 4 la main une baguette
de fer, longue de dix 4 douze pouces.”

Lappareil ainsi disposé, le magnétiseur déclara aux Com-
missaires, ‘¢ 1. que cette haguette est conducteur du magné-
tisme ; edde a Pavastage de le corcentrer dans sa pointe, et
(’en rendre: les émanations plus puissantes ; 2. le son, con-
formément aux principes de DI. Mesmer, est aussi conduc-
teur du magnétisme ; <t pour communiques le flnide au pia-
no-fortd, il sufflit P’en approcher la baquettte de fer ; celui
qui touche I'instrument en fournit aussi, et le magnétisme est
transmis par les sons aux malades environnaats ; 3. la corde
dont les malades s'entourent est destinée, ainsi, que la chaine
des pouces, 4 avgweanter les effets par la communication ;
4.lintérieur du baguet st composé de maniére & y concen-
trer le magnétisme ; c’est un grand réservoir d’otr il se ré-
pand par les branches de fer qui y plongent,

¢ Les malades sont ercore magrélisés divectement, au
moyen dudoigt et de la baguette de fer, promenés devant le
visage, dessus ou derriére la téte et sur les parties malades,
toujours en observant la divection des poles. Onagit sur eux
par les regards et en les fixant. Mais surtout ils spnt magné-
tisés par Vapplication des maiug, et par la pression des doigts
sur les hypocondres et sur les iégions du bas-ventre ; appli-
cation souvent continvée pemdunt longetems, qucl('lucfoi.s

pendant plusicurs heuics.
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«¢ Alors les malades offrent un tableau trés-varié par les
différents états o ils se trouvent, Quelques unssontcalmes,
tranquilles, et w’éprouvent rien ; d'autres toussent, crachent,
sentent quelque tégere douleur, une chaleur Jocale ou univer~
selle, et ont des sucurs ; d’autres sont agités et tourmentés
par des convulsions. Ces convulsions sont extraordinaires
par leur nombre, par leur durée et par leur force, Désqulune
convulsion commence, plusieurs autres se déclarent. Les
commiszaires en ont vu durer plus de troisheures ; elles sont
accompagnées d’cxpectorations d'une eau trouble et visqueuse,
arrachée par ) violence des efforts.  On y avu quelguefois
des filets de sang ; et il ya entre autres un jeune homme qui
en rend souvent avec abondance. Ces convulsions sont ca-
ractérisées par des mouyements précipités, involontaires de
tous les membres, et du corps entier, par le zesserrement &
la gorge, par des soubresauts des hypochondres et de I'épi-
gastre, par le trouble et Végarement des yeux, par des eris
percants, des pleurs, des hoquets et des rires immodérés.—
Elles sont précédées ou suivies d’un état de langueur et de
réverie, d’unc sorte d’abatement et méme d’assoupissement,
Le moindre bruit imprévu, cause des tresaillements; et
T'on a remarquéque le changement de ton et de mesure dans
les airs Joués sur le piano-forté influnit sur les malades, en
sorte qu'un mouvement plus vif les agitaic d’avantage, et re-
nouvelait la vivacité de leurs convulsions.

¢ Rien w'est plus €tonnant que le spectacie de ces convul-
sions ; quand on ne V’a point vu, on ne peut s’en faire une
idée ; et en le voyant, on est également surpris et du repos
profond d’une partie de ces malades, et de Iagitation qui
anime les autres ; des accidents variés qui se répétent, des
sympathies qui s'établissent. On voit des malades se cher-
cher exclusivement, et, en se précipitant l'un vers l'autre, se
sourire, se parler avec affection, et adoucir mutuellemeng
Jeurs crises. "Tous sont soumis & celui qui magnétise ; ils
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ont beau &tre dans un assoupissement apparent, sa voix, on
regard, unsigneles en retire.  On ne peut s'empécher de
reconnaitre, i ces effets constants, une grande puissance qui
agite les malades, Jes maitrise, et dont celui- qui magnétise
sambie etre le dépesitaires

< €2t Ceat convulaf est appelé improprement crise dans la
theéorie di magnétisme animal : suivant cette doctrine, il est
regardé comime une crise salutaire, du genr¢ de celle que la
nature opére ou que le médecin habile a I'art de provoquer
pour faciliter la cure des maladies. Les Commissaires ont
observé que dans le nombre des malades en crise il v avait
toujours beaucoup d¢ femmes et peu d’hommes ; que ces

crises étaient unc ou deux heures i s'établir ; et que dés qu'il
y en avait une d*établie, toutes les autres commencaient sucs
cessivement et en peu de temps.”

Draprés cet exposé, on est tenté de croire ou qu'ilya de
Yimposture, ou que M. Mesmer a vraiment découvert et mis
en jeu un agent caché dans la nature dont Yusage n'a pas
été connu avant lui.  Mais, quand on n’aurait aucun
moven de constater que cet agent est une véritable fic-
tion, il semit fucile de reconnaitre & ce tableau le résultat
d’une imagination exaltée par un appareil imposant et des
gestes mystéricux, Clestce que nous aurons occasion de
prouaver dans son lieu, ct aprés nous étre pennis cet écart de
Pordre observé dans Youvrage que nous parcourons, afin
d’en faciliter d'avantage Pintelligence 4 nos lecteurs, nous al-
Ionsrevenir sur nos pas, et suivre Vauteur dane ses recherches
sur ce phénomeéne aussi curieux qu’extraordiraire.

Dés sa Préface, M. Bertrand nous donne Phistoire de ce
quil nomme assez plaisammient sa vie magnétique. 1l nous
apprend qu’il était accupé & réiléehir sar les miracles que
I'on attribuait au magnétisme, lorsqu’arriva de Nantes dans
sa ville natale, un magnétiscur des plus exaltés, ¢ grand
convertisseur, comme ils 1¢ sont tous, et pour qui magnétiser

“
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était un vrai besoin. Il magnétisa done, endormit, sompzra-
bulisa, et se trouva bientét dans son élément, entouréd de pré.
visions, de prédictions, vt de miracles de toute espéce.” In-
patient de devenir le témoin de ce singulier procédé, il as-
sista & plusieurs séances, et s’assura qu'en effet la malade qui
éwitsoumise au magnétisme, s'eatdormait, du moins cn ap-
parence, et n'entendait rien de ce que lui disaient les specta-
teurs, mais répcadait saus s'éveiller quand le magnétiseur lui
adressait la parole.  ““Enfin, dit-il, le 6 Octobre 1815, vingt-
uniéme jour du traitement de catte ferame (jour & jamais re-
marquable dans Uhistoire de ma vie magnétique), opérateur
ordinaire ayant été torcé de s'ubsenter, je pris moi-méme sa
place ; et je magnétisai 12 malade avec toute la force de vo-
lonté dont j'étuis ccpable, curicux de voir si moi aussi je pro-
duirais quelque effet, etimpatient de ce qui allait arriver.—
Je réussis au deld de mes espérances; lamalade s’endormit
en moins de tems encore ¢u'a Yordinaire, et quand je lui
adressai la parole, elle ine répondit san~ s’é7ciller.” Nous
aurons occasioA de voir que les Cominissaires chargés de
faire rapport & I'Académic sur le magunétisme, ont fait la
méme expérience etavee le mémesucrds; mais suivoas avee
Tautenr Phistoire de cette découverte.

La cause urniforme de tous les phénomenes de Ia nature
avait fait eoncevoir aux anciens P'idée d’un fluide universel,
répandu daus tout I'univers, d’vae ténuitéextréme, impalpa-
ble, capable de pénétrer partout, et aunquel ils attribudrent
tout ce que nous observors journellement dans la nature.—
AYépoque du renouvellement des scienczs, on fit aussi revivre
le méme systéme : toutefois les idées religieuses, perfection-
nées par le christianisme, ne permirent plus de regarder cette
cause générale comme Dieu lui-méme, ce quavaient fait les
anciens. Vers le millieu du dix-septiéme sidcle, Spinosa
prétendit, dans son systdme du panthéisme, que Dieu &tait
tout, ou platét que tout était Dieu, esprit ot matiére. Maia
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Ia théorie du fluide universel, était tellement répandue, qui2
cesystéme absurde ne put y porter aucune atteinte.

Ce fut vers la fin du seiziéme et au commencement du dix-
septieme sitcle, que datala premiére époque du magnétisme ;
ecla découverte de Paimant qui étonna tous les savans, fut
pour les partisans du fluide universel une circonstance qui
leur donna une grande vogue. C'était surtout dans Ia propri_
été d'agir a distance (in distans) quon crut appercevoir entre
eox uae identité parfaite ; et comme Paimant était alors re-
cardé comme le principe de tous les mouvements dans 1a na-
ture, on nomma laction du principe universel magaéiique,
comme se manifestant particulicrement dans I'aimant. On
peut cn concevoir unc idée par Ie passage swivant de Wiedig,
tiré de son ouvrage intitulé Medecing spirituum :

<¢ Uriversa natura magnetica est ; totus mundes constat
¢ et positus est in magnetismo ; omnes sublunarium vicissis
¢ tudines fiunt per magnetismum ; vita conservatur magne-
¢ tismo ; interitus omnivm rerum fiunt per mwagnetismum.”

De i naquairent les traitemcnts par sympathie ; car, disait-
on, puisque ce fluide répandu partout est le moyen @action
réciproque entre les différents corps, puisque c’est lut qui en-
treticet 'harmonie dans chaque corps en particulier, il peut
bien servir aussi de moyen d'union entre le corps humain et
une partie qui vient d'en étre sérarée : pourquoi un courant
de fluide éwabli del’un & Tautre ne servimit-ii pas de moyen
de communicaticn entre eux > Parmi les partisans de cette
étrange illusion, on n’est pas peu étonné de compter Van-
Helmont qui écrivit un ouvrage sur le Zraitement magnéti-
ques des pluies. Mais ce qui peut en readre compte est,
que jusqualors on avait toujours considéré Pusage des huiies
et desbeawnes comme nécessaire 4 la guérison des plaies,
tandis quiavee la méthode sympathique, il suffisait de se bor-
ner aux soins de proprété, et cest ainsi que lon attribuait &
un agent particulier, une opération naturelle dont les mio-
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"fér;!és ont su faire usage ; car aujourd’hui, ’est a proprité
‘que I'on tient comme le meilleur beaume pour guérir les
plaies, sans qu’onait besoin de recourir au magnétisme.—
C’est encore p:u: cette ignorance des procédés de lanature, que
T'on attribuait & des causes mystéricuses, des effets résulants
de cc qu'en appelait les gecessoires qui seuls produisaient la
guéri:on, _

On croit assez généralement que Paracelse fut le pere du
magnétisme, et quil reconncisait deux péles dans le corps
humain ; la bouche servant de polz arctique, et le venire de
pole anturctique, en sorte que si on suspendait un homme au
dessus dune barque sur les eaux, en laissant son corps pran-
dre librement la direction qu'il voudrait, on verrait sa face se
porter naturellement vars lenoad, et sespieds vers le midi.—
Nous avons d$il eu occasinn de parier de cette homme céle-
bre, dans notre Discours Préliminaire, et nous exposerons
plus en déwil ses opinions pur la suite. Bdiais Mesmer
est celui qui fit renaitre le maguétisme en Lurope vers Ia fin
du dix-huitidme sidcle, et ses partisans ont regardé comme
le fondateur de cette 'oetrine.

I1 naquit & Vienne vers 1740, ol pritle dézre de docteur-
médecin de ia Faculté en 1765. Sathese inawguraleavait
pour titre De Cinflucnce des planctes sur le corpshumain.  Ce
premier pas fut le présage de la tsurnure de son gérie, qui

neta.da pas 3 se manifester dans une letire ot il développe
sesidées sur le magnétisme.  De toutes les socidtés savantes
de IEurape auwxquelies il envoya son mémoire, PAcadémie
de Berlin fut la seale qui voulut s’en occuper, et clle déclara
ibondroit quiil était dans Yerreur. Aprés avoir été rebuzé
duns toutes les parties de PEurope, il vint & Puris, ot ilne
manquapasde faire des prosélites parmile vuigaire, et bientét
_les Jjournaux retentirent de ses cures miraculenses, Ce fut
2 cette épogue qu'il lia connaissance avec M. Delon qui devint
aussi un magnétiseur de profc;)sion. M. Delon était Docteur
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Régent de Ia Facultd, qui ayant appris sa conversion, ordon~
na que son nom fit rayd du tableau des Médecins de la Fa-
culté, s'il ne désavouait ses observations sur le magnétisme
animal. Elle allajusqu'y imposer le méme chitiment & tous
ceux qui se déclareraient partisans du magaétisme, soit par
leurs paroles, soit par leurs écrits.

Cependant Mesmer convint de confier son secret & un cers
tain nombre d'éléves qui lui levérent uae souscription de
340,000 livres ; et c’est ce qui donnz naissance dans la suite
aux sociétds d’harmonie, qui avaient entré dans ses vues.

Le céldbre Bertholet, & Vinstar du Duc d'Orléans, assista
aux séances des magnétiseurs, et affirma gu'il n’y avait rien
dans les convulsions, les crises, ¢ qui ne diat étre attribué
entierement & limagination, 3 T'effet mécanique des frictions
sur des parties trés nerveuses, et 4 cette loi, reconnu depuis
long-temps, qui fait qu'un animal tend 3 imiter et i se met-
tre, mé= > jnvoiontairement, dans la position dans Jaquelle se
tro.ve un autre animal qu'il voit ; loi de laguelle les maladies
convulsives dependent si souvent,” Le roi nomma, con-
jointement avec 1a Faculté, cinq commissaires pour examiner
et faire rapport sur le magnétisme, au nombre desquels étaient
M. Franklin, Lavoisieret Bailly.

Les déils dans lesquels ils sont enirés et les recherches
savantes que lear rapport contient, est une preuve du crédit
que s'étaitacquis la nouvelle doctrines  1ls se transportérent
chez M. Delon, qui, comme nous U'avons déji vu, était deve-
nu le z¢élé successeur de Mesmer. Leur premier soin fut de
constater la présence du fluide magnétique ; et comme % da-
quet est, d’aprés les magnétiseurs méme, lelien ot » Huide
est le plus concentré, ils se sont assurés au moyen ’an élec.
trométre et d'une aiguille de fer non aimantée, que le baquet
e coatient rien qui soit électrique su aimanté. 1Is n'ont point
voulu admettre Ia guérison des maiadies comme une preuve
du magnétisme, et en ce sens ils sont de l'avis de Mesmer
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1ui-méme qui dit avec beaucoup trop de vérité: « Clest nae
erreur de croire que ceite espece de preuve soit sans réplique;
rien ute prouve démonstrativement que le médecin ou lu méde-
cine guérissent les malades® Une telle concession que Ia
rigueur du raisonnement ne nous permet pas de démentir, ne
manquera pas d’éure relevée par nos plaisants.

Pour arriver & des résultats plus concluants, les commise

saires se sont fait magnétiser par M. Delon lui-méme ou par
ses disciples, mais ils nont rien éprouvé, méme aprés des
séances répétées. Ilsont observé qu’il 0’y a que les person-
nes du peuple dont Timagination est facile 3 émouvoir qui
épmuvent des effets, tandis que celles d’une classe plus rele-
vég, et dont l'intelligence est capabie de dizcuter leurs propres
sensations, et d’en rendre compte, ae ressentent rien. Frank-
lin, I'un des coannissaires, qui était alors malade, avec ses
deux parentes, son sécrétaire, et un officier américain qui
était maulade d’une fiévre rdgide, ont été magnétizés par De-
Jon Ini-méme, et n’ont rien éprouvé. Les enfunts, quine
sont pas susceptibles de prévention, nesententrien. M. Ju-
melin magnétisait aussi dans le méme tems, mais d’une ma-
ni¢re différente en théorie eten pratique de celle de Mesmer et
-de Deslon, et produisait cependant les méwes effets.  Enfin
aprés une multitude d"expériences faites avec soin, et sans pré-
vention, les commissaires sont tous d’accord que Vimagina-
tion scule est capable de produire tous les effets attribués au
magnétisme, et quaucun de ces effets ne peut étre dd i une
autre cause; surtout quand on y joint I'attouchement qui
sertd ébraaler 'imagination, et cette imitation machinale qui
nous porte malgré nous a répéter ce qui frappe nos sens.

Les commissuires concluent de leurs observations, non
seulement que le magnétisme animal n'existe pas, mais méme
que la production des convulsions par I'imagination, ne peut,
avoir que des effets funestes. Nous ne doutons pas ca cffet
qwe des moyens aussi puissants que ceux qui sont capables de
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pervertir ainsi nos sensations, ne soient capables de produire
des accidents réels, en accoutumant & des sortes d'illusions
qui sont contraires 4 lu bonne morule et au bien-étre qui ré-
sulte de Vexercice intact de nos facultés intellectueiles. .

AL De Jussicu fut aussi chargé par le roi d'examiner les
procédés magnétiques. L'extrait suivant de son rapport
nous a semblé propre 3 confirmer I'opinion; que Pimagina-
tion est I'unique agent des effets attribuds au magnétisme.

¢ Pour connaitre Peifet d’une premiere impression, je vou-
lus magnétizer le premier une malade nouvelle, qui paraissait
susceptible d"éprover des sensations.  La premiere séance ne
produisit rien ; sur la fin de Ia seconde, clle cut des soubre-
sauts, d'abord legers et rarcs, qui augmentirentassez prompte-
ment d’intensité et de nombre, sans occasioner de douleur.—
Lec troisicrme jour, les memes mouvements reparurent des le
commencement de I'opération, et durérent long-tems, quoi~
gue surla fin jeusse interrompu Paction mognétique. Je
sortis de la salle 5 ils cesstrent peu aprés, au rapport des mé-
decins prasents.  Rentré an Lout d'un quart d'heure, je les
1is recopumencer avec la méne force sans le secours d'aucun
des procédés usités.  Je sertis de nouvexu, ct bientdt ils se
calmerent. Lz malade voulant prendre Pairsur unc terrasse,
fut reprise des mémes mouverients en me voyant dans Ja
cour. Relirée dens la salle et deverue plus tranguille, elle
ce dizposn & sen aller ; mais me retrouvant encore au bas de
I'escaiier, clle fut obligée d'entrer dans une salle inférienre
ot je la Jaissai.”

Le rappert de Jussicu est sans contredit un exposé correct
et déixilie des mancuvres des magnéiizeurs, qui ont trouvé
eo Jui un défenseur plus propre 4 leur donner du crédit que
la plupart de leurs cures merseillenses, Nous laissons an
public d jugerjusn'd quel point 1l convenait qu'un homme
deson mérite, prit sutaut de peine pour pouvoir rallier I'exis-
tence ¢'un agent particulicr avee les lois physiques (ui gour
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wernent les corps,pour devenir Vavocat d'une secte, que Yopi=
pion éclairée de son tems eut. empechee dracquérir an crédit
préjudiciable aux meurs, et dopt le résultat devait faire nai-
tre des préjugés toujours funestes & Vintérét de Phumanité ef
de la science qui tend & la protézer par des moyens avouéds
par Ja nature et laraison. Ce savant naturaliste, que le
mounde révére avjourd'hui comme un des plus grands hommes
de son siécle, avait en vue de donner, comme le dit M, Ber-
trand, une apparence scientifique aux procédés magnétiques,
et T'on peut dire que sa maniére de raisonner, et d’expliquer
les effets qu'il avait observés, forme le systéme le plus scien-
tifique q’il fit possible d’imaginer, mais qui était au dessus
du génie d2 Mesmer ou d'aucun de ses partisens, 11 n'a pu
cependant s'empécher de rendre hommage & 1a vérité, en di-
sant que rizn de ce qu'il a eu occasion d'vbserver, ne peut en-
gager & reconnaitre Uexistence d'un autre agent particulier
que Vimagination, i I'excepticn de quelques expériences qui
avaient créé ¢uelques doutes dans son esprit, mais qu’il avoue
nétre pas suffisantes pour établir une opinion différente de
_celle des autres commissaires. A
Aprés ctrc entré dans des déiails plus longs que nele per-
mettaient les limites de notre Journal, mais (ue nous avons
cru devoir sacrifier & la nourauté du sujet, nous sommes en-
fin arrivé & Pépoque ot Pon a commencé d’observer le som-
nambulisme 4 la suite des procédés magnétiques. Cet état
qui difiére de la veille et duscinmeil, entre lesquels il semble
étre intermédisire, et qui parait partager de I'un et de Lautre,
n'avait pas été remarqué par Mesmer ni par Delon, non plus
que par les Commissuires, 3 Pexception de Jussieu qui ne
Tavait qu'entrevu. M. De Puysézur, seigneur de Busancy,
prés de Soissons, fut le premier 4 obtenir le sommeil merveil-
leux qu’il s’est plu & observer toute sa vie. 11 employait les
procédés magnétiques de Mesmer, que nous avons vu plus
haut, et voici comme il sexprime dans une lettre datée le 8
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Mars 1764 : ¢ La fille de mon régisseur souffrait d'un grand
mal de dent—Jene l'eus pas magnétisée dix minutes qu'elle
fut entiérement calmée. La femme de mon garde fut guérie
le lendemain du méme mal, et en aussi peu de tems.

«¢ Ces faibles succés me firent essayer d’étreutile i un pay-
san, homme de 23 aus, alité depuis quatre jours, par Veffet
d’une fluxion de poitrine—Lorsque jallai le voir, la fidvre
venait de s'affaiblir.  Aprés Pavoir falt Jever, jele magnéiisai,
Qu'elle fut ma surprise de voir, an bout d'un demi-quart
d'heure, cet homme s'endormir paisiblement dans mes bras,
sans convulsions ni douleurs. Je poussai la crise ; ce qui
1ui occasiona des vertiges : il parlait, s‘occupait tout haut de
ses affaires. Lorsque je jugeais ces idées devoir Dlaffectes
d’une maniére désagréable, je les arrétais, et cherchais 2 lui
en ingpirer de plus gajes. Il ne me falluit pas pour cela faire
de grands efforts ; alors je le voyais content, imaginant tirer
A un prix, dauser & une fite, ete. Je nourissais en lui ces
jdées, et gar 1 je'le forcais & se donner beaucoup de mouve-
ment sur sa chaise, comme pour danser sur un air, qu'en
chantant (mentalement) je lui fesais répéter tout haut. Par
ce moyen joccasionai dés ce jour-ld au malade une sueur
abondante. Aprés une heure de crise, je I"eppaisa, et sortis
dela chambre. Onlui donnad boire et manger. Toutela
nuit il ne fit qu’un sonmime, et lelendemain, ne se souvenant
plus de ma visite du soir, il pvapprit le meilleur état de sa
santé, qui continua de s'améliorer en peu de jours, en répé-
tant Pusage du magnétisme.”™ lIci M. De Puységur raconte
quelques autres guérisons commencées par le magnétisme ;
puisil continue : *“ afin donc de pouvoir opérer sur tous ces
pauvres gens un effet plus continuel, et en méme tems ne
pas m’épuiser de fatigue, Jai pris le parii de magnétiser un
arbre d*aprés le procédé de M. Mesmer : et aprés y avoir at-
taché une corde, }'ai essayé sa vertu sur mes malades. Un
@'eux ayant mis la corde autour de LY ila regardé 1'ar-
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bre, et a dit pour toute parole, avec un air d’étonnement
qu'on ne peut rendre, Qu’est-ce que je vois i@ 2 Ensuite sa
téte s’est baissée, et il est entré dans un somnamdulisme par-
fait; au bout d’une heure je I'ai ramené dans sa maison, ol
jelui ai rendu Vusage de ses sens. Plusieurs hommes et
femmes lui ont dit ce qu'il avait fait, mais # leur soutient que
cela @'¢st pas orai—Sans mon arbre qui me repose, et qui va
me reposer encore davantage, je serais dans une agitation
contraire, je crois, 4 ma santé.”

M. Cloquet a été témoin des effets merveilleux de Parbre
de Busancy, et raconte qu'il y 2 vu des choses étonnantes qu'il
est méme tenté d'attribuer & d'autre cause qu'd I'imagination
seule, tant ce somnambulisme lui a paru extraordinaire.

1l y avait aussi vers la méme époque de semblables mer-
veilles opérées 4 Lyon, par M. Barbarin, dont les partisars
portéren: le nom de barbarinistes. 11 ne s’agissait point de
procédés magnétiques. Mais on se mettait en priéres avpreés
du lit du malade, et assez souvent le sompambalisme se dé-
clarait, M. Bertrand dit dans une note qu'il existe mainte-
nant & Paris une semblable secte.

Les somnambules, les yeux couverts d'un bandeau, ont
méme la faculté d'indiquer les maux dont différentes person-
nes sont atteintes, ce dont ils sont avertis par des sensations
particuliéres i Ia partie de leur corps correspondant i celle
qui est affectée duns une autre personne, et cela sansaitouche-
ment ni autre moyen naturel. Get état était si surprenant
qu’il devint le but de toutes les expériences des magnétiseurs,
et des sociétés d’harmonie qui avaient pour objet de promou-
voir Ia cause du magnétisme, lorsque la révolution vint dis-
perser ces associations, et terminer le régne du magnétisme
animal, que les émigrés voulurent introduire de nouveau
lorsqué les trpublcs eurent cessé, mais que Pon regarda
comme un de leurs pré&jugss, et qui devintun objet de riséex
Par le zéle néanmoins de quelques partisans, le somnambu-
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lisme reprit son ancienne vogue, ¢t nous allons voir comnient
ce procéilé magnétique s'est obtenu depuis la révolution, et
ce qu'il reste enfinde la doctrine de Mesmer dans les procé-
dés actuels. '

Le baquet est aujourd’hui abandonné, et Uinfluence méme
des attouchements et de limitation est 4 peu prés nulle ;
¢ et I'imagination, au lieu d'étre excitée.vivement par Pap-
pareil présent des machines, par celui d’une assemblée nom-
breasz2, parla masique, ctc., n'est plus agitée que par la pen-
seé¢ des merveilles qu'on raconte du paisible somnambulisme.
Aussi les effets dn prétendu magnétisme ont-ils éprousé les
modifications qu’on devait naturetlement attendre de ce chan-
gement remarquable dass les procédés qui servent & les obte-
nir. Les crises effrayanies ont cessé complétement ; plus
de toux, de hoyuet, de rires immodérés, plus de ces évacua-
tions excessives qui fatiguaient les malades sans nécessité.—
Au licude donner aux malades des convulsions, que bien des
gens regardaient, autour des baquets, comme la preuve la
plus certaine de la puissance du magnétisme, les nouveaux
procédés offrent le meyen le plus ¢ficace de calmer celles qui
surviennent naturellement aux personnes qui y sont sujettes.

¢Aujourd’hui, comme & I'époque des traitements publics,
le somnambulizme ne survient que chez le plus petit nombre
des personnes susceptibles des prétendus effets du magné-
tisme. Parmi ceux qui se soumettent au traitement avece des
dispositions convenables, 1a plupart ne présentent que des
phénomcaes beaucoup moins merveilleux que le somnambu-
lisme, et cependant extrémement remarquables, tant par leur
nature que par leur constance chez tous les individus qui les
éprouvent. Malgré les différences de tempérament, de sexe
et de nature des maladies, ces effefs consistent pregjue tous
dans un calme plus ou moins grand qui se manifeste 3 Ia fois
“au physique 2t au moral, le malade sent Tes douleurs qu \l
éprouvait au commencement de Yopération se calmer peu &
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péu ; il éprouve un besoia de repos auquel il lui serait péni.
ble de résister ; ses membres s’engourdissent, ses paupiéres
devicanent pesantes. Souvent unc impression de chaleur plus
ou moins forte suit, sur toute la surface du corps, le mouve-
ment de la main du magnétiseur, qui passe sur ses vétements,
ou méme 3 quelques pouces de distance. Selon la disposi-
tion du patient, et surtout 'opinion qu'il g'est formée d'avance,
au lieu de chaleur, c’est du froid que Ia main magnétisante
lui fait éprouver. Mais les phénoménes les plus constants
sont 'engourdissement des membres, la pesanteur des pau-~
piéres, I'élévation de la température dua corps, cf la tendance
i la transpiration.”

M. L’Abbé Faria aaussi fait tomber en somnambulisme
plus de cinq mille personnes, et commsz sa méthode est diffeé-
rente des autres, nous allons en donner un appergu. * It
faisait placer dans un fanteuil la personne qui voulit se sou-
mettre & son action, et Yengageait 4 fermer les yeus en se
recueillant; puis, tout-d-coup, il pronongait d’une voix
forte et impérative le mot Dormez, qui faisait ordinairement
sur le patient une impression assez vive pour produire en lui
une légére secousse de tout le corps, de la chaleur, dela
transpiration, et quelquefois le somnambulisme. Si la pre.
niére tentative ne réussissait pas, il soumettait le patient &
une seconde, puis 3 unetroisieme et méme 3 une quatridme,
aprés quoi il le déclarait incapuble d’entrer daas le sommes!
lucide.” C’est ainsi quil nomme I'état qu’il produisait.—
Comme les autres magnétiseurs, il produisait cet état non
seulement sur les malades, mais méme sur beaucoup de per-
sonnes bien portantes.

Pour ce qui est des effets curatifs du magnétisme animal,
M. Bertrand a observé, avec tous les magnétiseurs, quily a
un déplacement de douleurs locales, que les malades assurent
sentir descendre avec la main du magnétiseur. ““Ainsi, con™

" tinue-t-il, 'il est question (YIEI rhumatisme 3 I'épaule, ce
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rhumatisine, au bout de quelques minutes semblera descens
dreau coude, ot il se fixera quelques instants ; plus tard, la
doulcur descendra encore, et aprés avoir passé dans la main,
clle paraitra se dissiper par le bout des doigts. Une chose
remarquable, cest que Valentin Greatreacl, qui s”était per-
snadé que Dieu lui avait accordé le don des miracles, et qui
pratiquait la médecine d’attouchement en Angleterre i la fin
du dix-septiéme siécle, faisait éprouver les mémes sensations
aux malades qui avaient recours i lui, et qu’il guérisspit an
moycn du magnétisme, c'est-2-dire par la confiance qu’il leur
inspirait.

¢ On ne saurait se figurer avee quclle facilité on peut ve-
nir 4 bout, par le magnétisme, des maladies nerveuses les
plus graves, au soulager des affections contre lesquelles toutes
les ressources de la médecine pharmaceutique échouent. Je
veux surtout parler de U'épilepsie, dont les accés peuvent étre
considérablement éloignds ou diminués par cette méthode
bien cmployée. L'influence du moral sur le physique, dont
on a tant parié, mais dont ou ne s'est jamais occupé de déter-
miner les cifets par des expériences directes, offre aux méde-
cins philosophes le sujet des plus intéressantes recherches.—
Les magnétiseurs ont jouracllement sous Jes yeux Jes obser-
vations pratiques les plus curicuses sur ce sujet ; mais le faux
point de vue dans lequel iis se sont placés les empéche d’en
tirer pour lascience ancun parti—Etrangers 4 la médecine, ils
sont incapables de s'apperceveir que, pendant tout ce tems,
les changements quils atiribucnt au magnétisme ne sent que
les rémissions habituelles et le cours naturel de la maladie.—
Le malade lui-méme, séluit par Yavantage d’un traitement
agréable, sc fait facilement illasion, et n’est souvent désabu-
sé qu'au moment ou les progrés du mal sont tels, quil n'est
plus temps d’y porter reméde. Voild ce qu'on ne saurait
trop répéter, 2 I'appui du sage conseil qu’a sisouvent donné
M. Deleuze, de ne jamais abandonner une maladie au traites

.
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-ment d'un magnétiscur sans se guider sur lesavis d'un méde-
«in éclairé.” ; )

L’année 1813 fut mémorable par Papparition de Pouvrage
de M. Delcuze, intitulé, Hisloire critigue du megnélisme
unimal.  “ Le ton sage et modéré de Pauteur, ses-connaise
sances dans lessciences naturclles, son caractére de moralité,
tout concourut 3 douner un snccés étonnant & ce livie—Ellc
servit méme d encourager ceux qui pratiquaient le magné-
tisme ensecret, 3 s’en déclarer ouvertement les partisans.  On
n'cut pas honte d’avouer des opinions qui avaient €té défen-
-dues par un éerivain aussi instruit et aussi respectable.”  Cet
cuvrage donna naissance 4 un Journal peériodique destiné &
rassembler les-observations faites sur le magnétisme, Ce re-
cucil, intitulé dnnales du magnitisme animal, dura depuis
1614 jusqu’i la fin de 1816, Il reparut en 1S17, sous le titre
de Bibliathéque du magnétisme animal, et cessa en 1819, par
Ia dissolution dcla Société qui le rédigeait. Mais son séeré-
taire M. le Baron d'Hesnin de Cuvillers le continua sous le
titre d"Archives du magnétisme, qu’il it précéderd’uneintro-
duction intitulée Le magnétisme éclairé. Ce savaunt adopte la
Plupast des faits, mais rejette cntitrement Pexistence du
Huide magnétique. , .

Au mois de DMai 1819, notre autcur cominenga ses cours
publies sur le magnétisme animal et sur le somnambulisme,
Son obiet, comme il le dit lui-méme, était d’éclairer les mé-
decins et les philosophes sur les vérités importantes qu'il a-
vait eu occasion de constater, et de provoquers des recherches
qui hdteraient le triomphe de Iz vérité, ce en quoi il réussit,
car cu peu de tems M. Huszon fitd PHétel-Dicu de Paris
plusiears expériences, et réussit & produire le sommeil sur
une demoiselle Samson, méme aprds avoir pris tous les moy-
ens possibles pour lui faire ignorer que 1'on cherchait & pro-
duire sur elle cet état. M. Bertrand rapporte ici un fait qul
mérite d’étre connu, ct qul s'est rencontrs aussi >0uventqu on
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.1%a observé avece soin, ¢’est & dire quand on a réussi & mettre
Pimagination parfaitement en défaut. Il envoya 3 un ami
qui demcurait 4 100 lieues de distance, un -billet magnétisé
quiil le pria de mettre sur Pestomac d’une malade qui désirait
é&tre magnétisée : ¢ Pindiquai, dit-il, le ereux de estomac,
parceque J’avais toujours cntendu désigner ce lice pour ces
sortes d'cssais, L'expérience” t faite et réussit.

¢¢ Cependant comme la malade avait été prévenue de I'ex-
péricnce qu’on voulait tenter, il pox{\'ait se faire que le som-
meil quoique bien réel, edit été produit par son imagination
seule. Je fis donc un autre essai—j éerivis une autre lettre
que je nc magoétisai pas, et je I'envoyai comme si elle avait
été magnétisée, en prévenant la malade qu'elle devait la faire
tomber en sommeil. Elle tomba en effet dans cet état, qui
présenta encore cette fois tous les caractéres qu'il avait cou-
tume d'offrir. Je priai mémec un de mes amis Pécrire une let-
tre, en imitant mon écriture. Il Vécrivit en effet, loin de
mot, et & mon insu, mais en mon pom, et réussit en cffet &
t:omper la malade sur laquelle cette troisieme lettre eut le
méme ctfet que les deux autres.” : )

On a tenté les mémes expériences sur le somnambulisme
dans tous les hépitaux de Paris, 4 ta Salpétriere, & Ia Pitic, &
Ta Chariié sous la direction de]. Fouquier, a VHdpital Saint-
Louis, ct partout on a obtenu des résultats plus ou moins re-
marguables, mais bientét le gouvernement qui aurait dit en
eilet laisser aux savans le soin de juger sur le nagnéiisme,
vint y mettredes entraves.  De plus, les iragnéliseurs eurent
encore i soutenir une lutte dans liquelle s'engagérent contre
eux les docteurs Montégre et Virey. Pourtant si 'on en
croit M. Bertrand, ce derniern’était pas éloigné d'adopter I'o-
pinion, que Phomme peut exercer sur ses semblables une ac-
tion anwlogue & celle desanimaux électriques, ou Lien d erlle
de certains animaux {éroces surleur proie.
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En 1823, le docteur Foissac fit unc tentative auprés de I'A-
cadémic Royale de Médecine, pour Pengager & s'occuper du
magnétisme animal, On peut juger par le passage suivant
de sa lettre, s'il devait s%actendre 4 étre écouté, _

¢ Eo posant, dit-il, successiverent la muin sur la téte, In
¢ poitrine ct le ventre d'un inconnu, les somnambules en
¢ découvrent aussitdt les maladies, les douleurs et les opé-
rations diverses qu'elles occasionent ; ils indiquent en ou-
tresila cure est possible, facile ou difficile, prochaine ou
¢loignée, et quels moyens doivent étre employés peur at-
teindre ce résultat parla voie la plus prompte et la plus
sitre.  Dans cet examen, ils ne s%écartent jamais des prin-
cipes avoués dela saine médecine ; je vais plus loin, leurs
inspirations tiennent du génie qui animat Hippocrate.”?
L’Académie néanmoius étant divisée surla demande de M.
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" Foissac, le Président (M. Double) proposa de nomwmer une

commission pour examiner s'il convenait que ’Académie £'oc=

“cupit du magnétisme animal.  Cette proposition fut acceptée

et le p}ésidellt nomma & cet effet MM. Adelon, Pariset, Mare,
Husson et Burdin., Leur rapport a 6té favorable & la propo-
sition de M. Foissac. )
Ici se termine la premiére partis de T'ouvrage de M. Ber-
trand, ¢t nous remettons, faute d'espace, 4 une autre ocea-
sion les observations que nous avons 4 faire tant sur leu-
vrage devant nous que sur Je sujet qu'il embrasse, et sur la
maniére dont I'auteur I'a envisagé : c'est ce que nnus ferons
cn parcourant la deuxitme partic de Jouvrage qui traice de
P Eztase, ot nous terminerons par le tableau oue donne M,
Deleuze de ta maniére dont le somnambulisme s'optre de nos
jours, moins pour en instruire nos lecteurs, que pour we pas
Luisser imparfaite In tiche que nous nous sommes imposée de
donner une idée satisfuisante de ce singulier état, afin que
chacun puisse en juger par lui méme. Aprés avoir recom-
mandé au malade de concevoir autant de conliance que pos-
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sible dans ce qui va se passer, et avoir pris sain de n’gtre in-
terrompu par aucun bruit, il poursuit.-

««{jne fois quec vous serez ainsi d'accotd, etbien convenus
de traiter gravement la.chose, éloignez du malade toutes les
personnes qui pourraient vous géner; ne gardez auprds de
vous fue les témoins nécessaires {unseul, §'il sc peut) ; de-
mandez-leur de ne socciiper nullement des procédés que vous
emnpioyez ct des effets quien sont lasuite, mais des'unird’in-
teation avec vous pour faire du bien au malade ; arrangez-
vous de maniére 2 n’avoir ni trop chaud ni trop froid, 3 ce
que riea ne géaela liberté de vos mouvements, et prenez des
précautions pour n'dtre pas interrompu pendant la séance.

“<Faites ensuite asseoir votre malade le plus commodément
_possible, ct placez-vous vis-3-vis de lui, sur un sidge un peu
plus élevé, et de maniére que ses genoux soient entre les v6-
tres et que vos pieds soient 3 coté des siens. Demandez-lui
d’abord de s'abandonaer, de ne penser & rien, de ne pas se
distraire pour cxaminer les effets quiil éprouvera, d'écarter
. toute crainte, de se livrer  P'espérance, et de ne pas s’inquig-
ter ou se décourager si 'action du magnétisme produit chez
1ui des douleurs momentanées,

“cAprés vous 8trerecueilli, prenez ses pouces entre vos deux
doigts, de mani¢re que Pintérieur de vos pouces touche Yin-
térieur des siens, ct Jxez vos yeux sur lui.  Vous resterez de
deux & cing minutes dans cette situation, ou jusqu'd ce que
vous senticz qu'il s'est établi une chaleur égale entre ses pou-
ces et les vitres.  Cela fait, vous retirerez vus mains, en les
€cartant i droite et 3 gauche, et les tournant de maniére que
leur surface intérieure soit en dehors, et vous les éleverez
jusqud 1a bauteur de la téte: alors vous Ics poserez sur les
deex épaules, vous les y laisscrez environ une minute, et

.vous les rameéacrez le long des bras jusqu’a extrémité des
doigts, en touchant légtrement. . Vous recommncncerez cetlc
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passe (1) ¢ing ou six fuis, toujours en détournant vos mains
ct les éloignant un peu du corps pour remonter : vous pla~
cerez ensuite ¥os m:ain3 au-dessus de la téte. Vous Ies ¥
tiendrez un moment, et vous les descendrez en passant de-
vant le visage, 3 Ja distasice d'un ou deux pouces, jusquau
ereux de I'estommc: {2, vous vous arréterez encore caviron
deuxaninutes, en posant les pouces sur le creux de Yestomac
et les autres doigts au-dessous des cotes. Puis vous descen-
drez leutement le long du corps jusqu'aux genoux, ou micux,,
et sivous le pouver sans vous déranger, jusqu’au bout des
pi~ds.  Vous répéterez les mémes procédés pendant la nlus
grande partic de la séance. Vous vous rapprocherez sussi
queljuefois du malade, de manitre & poser vos mains derritre
ses épasles pour descendre lentement le long de Pépine du
dos, et de 1a sur les hanches et e long des cuisses jusquaux
genoux ou jusqu'aux pieds. Aprés les premiéres passes,
vous pouvesz vous dispenser de poser les mains surla téte, et
faire les passes suivantes sur Jes bras en commengant aux
épaules, et sur le corps en commencant 3 I'estomac.
«Lorsque vous voudrez terminer kv séance, vous aurez soin
dattirer vers Pextrémité des mains et vers Yextrémité des
pieds, en prolongeant vos passes au-deld de ces extrémités,
sccowmat vos doigts 4 chaque fois.  Enfin, vous ferez davant
ke visage, et méme devant la poitrine, quelgues passes en
trwvers, ¢ la distance de trois ou gquatre pouces. Ces passes
se font en présestant les deus mains rapprochées, et en les
€cartant brusquement I'une de I'autre, comme pour enlever
I surabondance de fluide dont le malade pourrsit &tre chargé.
Vous voyez qu'il est essenticl de magnétiser toujours en des-
cendant de la téte auv extrémité, et jamais en remontant des

{1} Pzmplaie ici le mot passk, qui est counu de tous les magnéa
tiseurs; il s'entend de tous les mouvements qu'on fait avec _lcsz
meins en passant sur lc corps, soit en touchant lgésement, soit &

. distance,—{Note de M. Delcuze.) -
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extrémités 3 Ia téte. C’est pour cela qu'on détournc tes
mains, quand on les raméne des pieds 3 la téte. Les passes
qu'oa fait en descendant sont magnétigues, c'est-3-dire qu'el-
les sont accompagnées de I'intention de magnétiser. Plusieurs
magadtisenrs secouent légévement leurs doigts aprés chaque
passe. Ceprocédé, quin’est jamais nuisible, est avantagenx
dans certains cas, et, par cette raison, il est bon d’en prendre
Thabitude.

«Quoique. vers 1a fin de la séance onait en soin d’étendre
le uide sur toute la surtace du corps, il est & propos de faire
en finissant quelques passes sur les jambes, depuis les genoux
Jusqu'au boutdes pieds.  Ces passes dégagent la téte.  Pour
les faire plus commodément, on se place 3 genoux vis«i-vis
de la personne qu'on magnétise.

«¢Je crois devoir distinguer les passes quon fait sans tou-
cher, de celles qu’on fait cn touchant, non seulement avec le
bout sdes doigts, mais avee toute "étendue de la main, cten
emylovant une lézére pression. Je donne 3 ces derniéres Ie
nnm de Jricifons magnctiques : on cn fuit souvent usage pour
mieux agir sur les bras, sur les jambes, et derriére le dos tout
1c leng de Ia colonae vertébrale.

¢eCette maniere de magnétiser pardes passes Jongitudinales,
en dirigeant Ie Huide de In téte aux extrémités, sans se fixer
sur aucunc partie de préférence aux autres, se nomme ma-
gnitiser 4 grands courants. Elle convient plus ou moins
dans tous les cas, et il fant Pemployer dans les premiéres sé-
ances, lorsqu’on n'a pas de raison d'en choisir une autre, Le
fluide est ainsi distribué dans tous les organes, et ils'accumule
de-lui-méme dans ceax qui-en ont- besoin.  Aux passes faites
& une petite distance, on en joint, avant de finir, quelques
unes & la distance de deux & troiz pieds. Elles produisent
ordinairement du calme, de la fraicheur €t un bien-étre sen-
sible. .

11 est cafin ua procédé par lequel il est trés avantageux
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dé termiiner Ia séance, Tl consisie 3 se placer & c6té du ma-~
lade qui se tient debout, et faire 4 un pied de distance; avee
Ies deux mains, dont I'une est devant le corps et Yautre der-
rigre le dos, septou huit passes en commengant au-dessus de
Ia téte, et descendant jusqu'au plancher, le long duquel on
€carte les mains. Ce procéds dégage la téte, rétablit Pégaia
libre et donne des forcess

<*Lorsque le magaétiseur dgit sur le magnétisé, on dit qu'ile
sont er rapport ; c’est-adire gw'on entend par le mot rapport,
ane disposition particuliére et acpiise, qui fuit que le magné-
tiseur exerce une influence sur te magnétisé, qu'il y a entre
eux une communication dir principe vital.

““Ce rapport s'établit qaelquefois trds vite, quelquefois a-
prés un temps plus ou moifs fong. Celx dépend des disposis
tiong miorxtes et physiques dés deax individuss I estrara
il e soit pas émbli dans Ih premiere séances Les magné-
tiseurs exercés sentent ordinairement en eux~-mémres lorsque
ce moment est arriveé,

“Une fois que le rapport est bien établi, Paction se renou-
velle dans les séances suivantes 3 Pinstant ot 'on commence
4 magnétiser. Alors, si l'on veut agir sur 1a poitrine, Pesto-
mac ou I'abdomen, il est inutile de toucher, i moins quwon
e trouve cela plus commode.  Ordinairement Ie inagnétisme
agit aussi bien et méme mieux dans Iintérieur du corps, 3
la distance d'un ou deux pouces, que par attouchement. On
se contente en commengant la s2ance de prendre un moment
les pouces. Quelquefcis il est nécessaire de magnétiser A la
distance de plusicurs pieds. Le magnétisme 3 distance est
plus calmant, et quelques personues nerveuses n'en peuvent
supporter d’autre.

“‘Pour faire les passes, il ne faut jamais employer aucune
force musculaire autre que celle qui est indispensable pour
soutenir la muin et Pempécher de tomber. On doit mettre,,
de T'aisance dans ses mouvcme}?ts, et nc pas les faire trop ra-
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pides, Unepasse de la téte aux pieds peut durer environ une
demi-minute. Les doigts de Ia main doivent &tre an pec
€cartés les uns des autres, et légérement courbés, de maniére
que Je bout des doigts soit dirigé vers celui qu'on magnétise.

“«C'est par I'extrémité des doigts, et surtout par les povces
que Ie floide s’échappe avec le plus d’activité. Clest pour
cela qu'on prend d’abord les pouces du malade, et qu'on les
tient dans les moments de repos. Ce proeéié suflit ordinaire~
ment pour établir le rapport. Ilest un .autre procédé que
vous emploierez avec succes pour fortifier ce rapport : il con~
siste & opposer vos dix doigts & ceux du malade, de manidie
gue intérieur de vos mains soit rapproché de Pintérieur des
siennes, et que Ia partie charnue de vos doigts touche la par-
tie charnue des siens, les ongles éfant en dehors. 11 parait
qu'il sort beaucoup moins de fluide de la surface extérieure
des mains que de la surface intérieure, et c’est une des rai-
sons pour lesquelles on détourne les mains en remontant, sans
les écarter beaucoup du corps.”
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+OF IMPROVLMENTS IN MEDICAL SCIENCE.

The Medical Recorder, (No. $6.)

Cholera Infantum —The author of this Essay, Dr. Samuel
-A. Cartwright, of Natchee, has obtained a gold medal of the
value of 100 dollars, from the Medical and Chirurgical So-
«ciety of Maryland, in consideration of this paper. We are
sorry that, not having been favoured with the preceding num-
ber of the Recorder, in which the first part of the paper is
.contained, we are deprived of the pleasure of presenting a
satisfactory statemant of its author's sentiments on this
disease. From what we have seen, however, in the number
before us, we ure disposed to consider his theory of infection,
the ofspring of a very ingenivus, energetic and well-thinking
miad.

We cannot also allow the opportunity to pass without ex-
pressing our admiration of the practice generally prevailing
inthe United-States, of awarding prizes to the productions of
genius.  This powerful stimulus, by calling into action the
best efforts of a praiseworthy ambition, will never fail to
arise from ohscurity, talents which might have lived to die
without even benefitting themselves, and which may, by
means of a gratified and landable self-love, contribute to the
relief of humanity, and to the bencfit of rising generations.—
When will Canada enjoy the [blessings of similar Institutions ?
The zsal for improvement and the love of humanitv, which
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are so peculiarly characteristic of our professional brethren in
this country, will answer.

On discases of the Liver—hby J. R. Lums of Alabamn.—
In this dissertation, the author attempts to prove that most
of the epidemics in yarious seasons are to be regarded as hav-
ing their seat in the liver, particularly so .with the yellow
fever, Speaking of the yellow feyer, M. Lucassays: “‘view-
ing, as I do, its location in the liver, I am inclined to believe
that too great a reliance is placed, even in the most acute
inflammatory cases, upon the lancet, and too little upon emef-
ics and catheréizs, This,in a most especial manner, 1 con-
sider to be the case, where the stomachis much uffected. The
direct vascular connection between the liver and stomach,
through the cceliac artery, as well as the known sympathy
between this latter organ, and all the abdominal viscera, suf-
ficiently attest, T think, that the distus bance of the stomach
is dependent spon that of the liver, and that the surest means
of affording relicf to the former, is by restoring health to the
latter ; and this can, in no wise, be as effecteallyaccomplish-
ed, as by the administration of such cathartics os are best
caleulated to mcet the grade of action present in the system
at the time, aided by venesection, as a secondary and subsi-
diary meuns.”

e have made the above extract in order to afford anings
tance of the general opposition which M. Broussais's system
must be expected to mect in almost every nation. The #é-
decine Physiologique teaches us that emefics in the commences=
ment of fevers and more particularly of the yellow-fever,
are not only improper, but sometimes mortul if the slomack
be in—ch affected, becanse the (Iislurbuncc of ‘the liver is de-
pendent uporn that of the stomach. Both methods of treat-
incnt, although dnrectl\' opposed have thexr advocates ; and
it is dx!ﬁcult, not to say :mpmlble, to determine where the
truth n.ay be found. It appcars to us, bowcver, lhat, as 1t
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,;s nsccrtamcu tlxat the various seasons impart different cha-
“racters to the same disease in various temperaments, common
'sunsc would pronounce against one usiform mode of treat.
“ment as applicable to an infinite variety of conditions. Hence
the doctrine held up by the Americans, and adyocated by M.
_Lucas, is in our opini'on more conclusive, '

Un Ovarian disease—by Dr. W. G. Reynolds, of
Mew-York. ‘The writer describes a case which he met with
in a woman 35 years of age, in the foliowing words: <«The
exiernal appearance was that of u case of f';'estation arrived
at its full period ; but on examination per vaginam, I found
the uterus rather small and flaccid, pressed up against the
pubes, the upper portion of the vagina raised forward, and a
firm resistunce superiorly and posteriorly to the ends of the
fingers. Thebowels were regular ; appetite and digestion
good ; catamenia irregular in time and quanut}, and thcy soon
ceased altogether,

“’The tumour was immoveable, and in most parts quxte firm 5
it evinced no p.l.l\ on pressure, except in pne po.m.t, on a Imc
horizontal with the ombilicus, on the right side, ané equidis-
tant between it and the anterior superior spinous process of
the fjiunz, At this point the pain was pretty acute on pres-
sure, and in the course of her suffering becume exceedingty
severe, at times, the respiration scarcely aflected. ‘“Fhe
countenance a little f)ale. The pulse rather quicker and weak
than to bespeak good health, but no evidence of any disease
of the system.”

The author asserts that he derived. same benefit from the
~Iodmem the following manger :

B Iodine grs. xIviij.

" Alcobol 3ij.  Af.
Ten drops three times a days, in a little syrup, increasing six
dmps daily til} the sym ptoms forbid. The dase was daily. in~
creased, tijt seventy drops, three times a day, wese xegula:ly
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taken for several days., *“Ithen ordered, conlinues the an~
thor, 3s3. digitalis purp. to be boiled in a pint of water down
to half a pint, to add one ounce of alcohol, to strain it, and
give a .table-spoonful every three or four hours, till nauses,
“catharsis or giddiness comes on. After thirty hours, some
nausea, with irregular slow pulse and purging, supervened,
and slowly wore off at the end of the third day. The Iodine
was resumed for three days, and in turn the digitalis, buth
of which became very loathsome. The Iodine produced un-
Dleasant feverish symptoins, and the digitalis extreme navsea
but their joint agency seemed to reduce the thickness of the
abdomen four or five inches, Here, however, the apparent
good effect of this remedy cnded, and the system seemed to
lose all susceptibility to its farther impression. In about two
weeks the tumour began to increase in size, and nothing that
could be devised afterwards tended in the least to_check its
progress.”

On examining the abdemea after death, the omentum
presented a most frightful elongation, extending quite to the
pubes, in wrinkling folds near its lower margin.  This being
removed the tumour, which was adhering to the omentum,
“¢ yas found occupying the whole abdominal cavity, runaing
low down into the pelvis in the form of a cone, and of the
texture of scirrhus: pressing the fundus uteri, which was
small and flaccid, over the anteriorbrim of the pelvis, The
urethra, also, was so tightly pressed, as to clearly account
for the difficulty of urine. ‘The upper part of the tumour
pressed the intestines and liver so firmly against the diaphragma
as to impede respiration. Doth ovarda had run into one
shapeless lump of heterogeneous substance that would have
dilled a half-bushel. It weighed near twenty pounds. Its
attachment-to the body was by two pedicles, not larger then
a finger on the original sitc of the ovaria, "
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n'rhouvb the pntxent never was sensible of any disease
<ibout the liver, yet that organ was found studded with twen.
ty or more"tubercles, as large a5 hezlenuts, of a semi-pellucid
yellow appearance, and schirrous texture, but its colour and
Vdimension were natural. Several quarts of water were found
in theabdomen, aid a small quantity in the thorax.”

Dr. Reynolds now takes into consideration the expediency
of an operation in the above case, and alludes to similar cases
which have occurred in the practice of M. Lizars, of Edine
burgh, and M.M'Dowal, of Kentucky, in which the extrac-
tion was made, but, the success of which does not appear to
him sufficiently established as to warraut the attemptat so
dangerous an operation. He also suspects inaccuracy in the
reports of those similar cases cured by puncture and tapping;
then tubzs and tents, and seizing hold ofthe sack wi™ a for-
ceps, and gradually wresting it away. He further states that
he has no knowledge of the disease having ever occurred be-
fore puberty, nor after the catamenia ceases, and has heard
of one case that disappeared spontaneously, after thirty years’

standing. JYodine is, in his opinion, worthy of further trial.

The next article in the Recorder, is a paper on the dulies
and qualifications of a Physiciun, from which the following
extracts may not be unacceptable to our readers. The au-
thor is M. W. Tazewell, of Virginia.

*Sir W. Temple has asserted than an hoaest physician is
excusable for leaving his patient when he finds the disease
growing desperate, and can, by his attendance, expect oaly
1o receive his fees, without any hopes or appearance of de-
serving them. To such opinions, no humane physician
should yield assent. He may discontinue his charges for
unavailing attendance, tut it is as much his duty to alleviate

pain, sooth mental anguisk, and smooth the path of depart«
ing life, us to cure disease,
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¢The c:pnl de corps, says Percual ‘isa prmcxple of action
founded in buman nature, and wherr duly vegulated, is both
rational and laudable. Ev ery man who enters into a frater-
nityyengeges, by tacit compact, not only to submit o the
laws, bus to promote the honour and inierest of the associn~
tion, so far as they are consistent with morality and the genc-
#il good of mankind, Some general rule skould bé adopted,
by the fucully in every fowon, relative to the pecwszy ac-
knowledsements of their patients, and it should be deemed a
point of honour to udhere to this rule,in as fur s circumslan=
ces will admit.”

To this we cheerfuily agree, and it is our conviction™ that
were this measure adopted and strictly obeyed by the medi-
cal practitioners of Quebee and Montreal, it would greatly
tend to maintain that friendly uuderstanding which it is so
desirable should never be interrupted, and which is always
conducive to the hanour of the profession aad to the benefit
of its members. .

M. Tazewell continnes, $Common consent has made it a

i2, that all members of the Fuculty, and their wives and
cii-ildren, should be atlended gratuitously, by any physician
they muy think proper to apply to 5 but visils should not e
Gbtruded officiously by others, as they might interfere with
that choice in which confilence is reposéd.

“Dr. Heberden says: I have retired from the practice of
physic, I trust from no wish to be idle, which no man capa-
ble of being usefully employed has a right to be, but beeause
¥ was willing to give over before fy presence’ of thoight,
judzment and recollection were so impnirced, thdt I cotild not
do justice to my patients. It is move desifablé for 4 fnan to
do thig a little te0 scon, than a Little' too' Inte, for the éhief
-danger iy on the side of wot doirg it soonm “éiougk> P
Percival, on- the same subject, emphatieally sdys: ¢ Liet the
physician never forget that his profession is a public trust,
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ﬁropcrly rendered lucrative whilst he fulfils it, but which he
is bound in honour and probity to l'elmqlll:h as soon as he
finds himself unu]u d to its adequate and fuitliful execution.”
We believe the profession will unanimously coneur with us in
espressing the wish, that :his wisc and salutary advice were
more uniformly complicd with than it has keretofore been in
this country. The following paragraph is also worthy of being
transcribed.

““ The learned and classical Percival, in an address to the
faculty on the important and honourable light in which our
profession is viewed, in every partol the world whare science
istaughtand respected, observes, ‘It is your honour and feli-
city to be engaged ia an occupation, which leads you, like
our blessed Lord, during his abodz on earth, to go about do=
ing gnol, healing the sick and curing all inanner of diseases.
To you learning has opened her siores, that you may apply
them to the sublimest purposes, to alleviate pain, to rajse
the drooping head, to renew the roses of the cheek and the
sparkling of the eye, and thus to gladden, while you len gthen
life.”?

Treatise on Temperaments, by Dr, James Worrell of Vir~
ginia. The author acknowledges his obligations to the elo-
quent and Bowery Richerand for the use he has made of his
beautiful definitions of the temperaments; for which we re-
fer the reader to some preceding numbers of our Journal,
The paper concludes with some remarks relative to the state
of the city, with regard to cleanliness. <o

Cascaf Ilepatilis, by Dr. W. D. Price. This paper is of
consldcmbfemterest tc the profession, as it pres«.nts a remar..~
able msiancc of that peculiar character of hepatitis so often
‘met within wari climates. The following case occurred on,
board ¢he shlp Solon, +hilst anchored on the coast of Jma,
in one of the crew, "iT o1 e 7 o

G
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'-,, The liver is so often tha seat of disease in one form n
another, that hepatitis may be considered ihe grand epufem'{'c
of India ; it is supposed to constitate more than a fourth'
part of the usual quantum of disease. IWhy causes which
prevail'in Iadia shoulil give rise to affections of this viscus,
to a degree far exceeding other regions situated under sxm1~
Iar latitudes, is a question not casxly solved. '

¢ Though every inflammatory affection of the liver receives
the general name of hepatitis, yet the Indian hepatitis em-
braces various diseased conditions of this orgam, ditfering
most materially in eharacter, causes, and termination.

¢Jack, 2 sailor, 25 years of age, with hair and eyes light,
complexion florid, and having an habitnal stcop, shippedl’ on
the first of March, 1518, from New-York, asan able seaman.
On the 11th of July arrived in Batavia in good health. Sept-
ember 1Sth bewas attacked with dysenteri¢ symntoms, acs
corapanied by bilious dejections, and a yellow tinge of the
skin and eyes.. Although in a great measure relieved by an’
emetic and mercuriai cathartics, still, from the difficulty of
restricting sailors, in port, toa proper regimen, his bowels
continued in an irregular and disordered state Jurmg the
whole time he rcmained on the coast.

«November 2d, forty-five days after his firat attnck, the
ship sailed for America, and onthe $Cth he joized in rope
making, and other light work then going on.

«December1st, Whilst vet within the tropics, his bowel
complaint became so painful as to confine him the greater
part of the day to his birti. He now acknowledged ( for the
first tiae) that he felt an obscure pain about the right side-
and occasionally at the point of the corresponding shoulder ;
his skin sallow, though rather soft, tonguc and pulse natural.

«Aware of the insidious character of hepatitis,—the dis-
ease could no longer be mistaken ; mercury both by pill and
friction, was immediately resorted to, aided by. blisters over
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ffhcrxght hypdchondr}ac region, saline laxatives, and (when
tenesmus became urgent) emolient enemas.

¢¢Dac. 7th.—Mouth sore, and mercury discontinued.

“¢Dec. 10th.—Recommenced fiiction.

““Dec. 14th.—Owing to boisterous weather, and the wet
unccmfortable state of the forecastle, the mercury is again
suspended.

¢“Dec. 17th.—Mouth still sore, .patient feeble, skin sallow,
says he feels quite well, and vequests to be permitted to do
lizht ship’s duty during the day ! ‘This is granted.

“Dec, 24th.—Seven days after goihg to work, in S. lat.
20, W. long, G, he was roused from sleep by a fit of cough-
ing, which brought on vomiting, succeeded by copious ex-
pectoration of purulent matter, deeply tinged with blood.—
The discharge continued some time, with but little variation
cither as to quantity or appearance. Coughing, when violent
or long continued, caused blood to flow more abundantly, and
at intervalsalmost unmixed with mucusor matter.

<Jan. 10th, 1819.—The expectoration much lessened, and
by the 17th, it ceased entirely. ‘L'he patient was now res-
toredd to health, and continued, from this time, to perform the
usual duties of a seaman. A light and nourishing diet, aided
by tonic medicines, constituted the only remedies during the
suppurative stage of the case,

*The only commaents of which this case appears to admit,
are referable to the treatment of the primary symptoms.—
iad a proper course of mercury been instituted as soon as
the flux indicated an intractable character, it is highly pro-
bable the disease would have yielded, and the patient thereby
escaped a tedicus and dangerous illness, This conclusion
was founded on the fortunate issue of several similar cases
under the mercariaf practice ; and, still further, by the addi~*
tionw] expericnce obtained during a subsequent visit to India,
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¢Dr. Curtis had previously odserved that where suppura«
tion occured, and was discharged through the lungs or gall
ducts, the patient never recovered.”

The article next to the foregoing, is a paper on the surgi-
cal anaiomy of the paris concerned in the operation of lying
the arteriu innominala, by that cminent surgeon, Dr. Ileora-
tio G. Jameson. Tt is replete with the most valuable and
seientific obzervatioss, but as the number of the Recorder be-
fore us contains but a continuation of what has appeared in
other numbers which are not vet received, we shall endeav-
our to procure them, in order to enable us to give a satisfac-
tory analy:is of this highly interesting article.

Cuse of Prolupsus dni, in which the gut was cxtirpaled,
by Dr. J. W. Brite, of Kentucky. The subject was a colour-
ed child, 3 yeors of age, who had been laying with its bowel
down for somec five or six weels, and had laboured under a
diarrkea for eight er ninemenths. << He was much debili-
tated and redaced, with a2biout five or six irch 53 of rectum
exposed whith was wrech swellen 2rd irdurated, wiLh sescral
ash coloured spois on it, with a 6rm strictore about two
inches frem the cdge of thie sphincter ani muscdle.  Altempis
at reduciion were inefleciuv]l.  Nineteen duvs aller, tae pro
lapsus was covered with eurgrenous spots ; the child was

restless, lubourirg uwnder much fever and debilitv—iozs of

appetite, pulse feeble and frequent ; ordercd wine and bark
internally, o ..nd a strony decection of the batk of fetid buck |
cve, to te whichened with wheat bran, and frequendy applied
to the part warm. (This Jast remcdy, as an aniisepiic, is

superior {0 any given in onr dispensatories,}) ‘This had no
effect, and the operaiicn was determined upon two days of-
ter. 1 cecordingly proceeded 1o remove the whale of the tu-
mour, by a dircct excision of 21l that portion of rectum that
was exterior to the sphincter ani muscle ; the incision was
made about onc and a half inch above the stricture of the
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profapsed gut. Therc were two small bleeding arteries,
which were secured by ligatnres. Porlions of colon were sé.
veral times afterwards thrown out, Opium was given {0 pro-
cure rest, and the diet was ordered to consist ciclusively of
rye mush and maple sugar, ard cuol water, after being boils
‘ed and settled. These kept the bowels in a soluble condi-
tion.””

About 40 1ys after the operation, Dr. Brite found theintess
tine retracted abeut two inches from theanus, and firm!v clo-
sed, which be attributed to irrcgulsciiy in the diet preseribed.
He rezolved to open it, which he did by furcibly iniroducing
a grovad dircetor, and in it a prohe-pointed bitoury, and
slit up the gut about~ inch, up'ou which there flowed out a
quart ormore of liquid feces. The moiher was directed fo
introduee twice a day her finger entirely within the zut, and
Keep it open, which shedid for ten or twelve days, when the
incisjor healed on its edges and left a perfect anus. The
chiid rapidly recovered, and is now in perfeet health.

We are not aware of a similer case o the above being yet
ou record, and take the Jiberty te svggest the propriety of
having recourse to the iwprovements which modern surgeons
have introduced in the operation jor ain ari*fixl anus in caces
of hernia, iun order to obsitie the tifficuliy of sccuring the
intestine, which appearsto have been the only obstacle to a
speedy cure of the case of Dr. Brite, instead of an introduc-
tion of the fiugar, which, however successful in this case,
dees no. appeur to be altegether convenient.

Observations and jfucls on the use of dobac:o in Tefanus,
by Dr. S. Jackson, Pennsylvania. A man injured the back of
his hand witha sharp splinter of bone. “The twvound was
closed; and apparenily well, at theend of three days, whea
the first symptoms of tetanus supervened. He was now la.
bouring under severe pain, which came on insudder twitches
gvery two or three minutes; and reached from the sound up
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thearm to the neck and jaw. The arm was 'frequenﬂy con-
vulzed with these fits of pain, and so possessed with spasm,
as to be constantiy as inflexible asiron ; the jaw was partial-
1y locked, the face flushed, skin moist, respiration hurried,
the mmind impetuous and troubled but not incorrect, the pulse
at 100, quick and salieat ; the pain at the ensiform cartilage
shooting through the breast to the back, which is so con-
stantly pathognomoaic of this disease, was very severe.
" ¢ A froe incision was made into the scar of the wound,
and fifled with strony juice of tobacco prepared for chewing,
IIalf a pound of thisarticle was then boiled with two or three
quarts of water, aad the decoction thus obtained was thick-
ened into a calaplasm with ground flaxseed, aad thus a poul-
tice was wmnadz to envelop the limb from the fngers to the
shoulder. The heat was confined by blankets, and the ca-
taplasm changed every six hours. A similar application was
made at the pit of the stomach, to operate on the whole sys-
tem through the mediuvm of that organ. He was ordered to
nourizh himzelf freely with soup, and toaid his digestion with
a little whiskey, anarticle he had Jong used in excess.

<< Thirty-six hours after the first application, the tobacco
produced some nrauses, and much vomiting on the third day,
when an eresipelas begun to spread along the arm, which gave
way to low diet and lead water.” The putient recovered,
with no other treatment. Symptoms of manria ¢ polu sub-

quently came an, which yielded to ten grains of opium given
in one dose.

In illustration of the alarming degree to which opium
is often necessarily carried in cases of pain and spasms,
Dr. Juckson quotes several authors to shew that opium
was givenin immoderate doses ir cases of tetamus, and seems
to think that their success is not sufficiently established as to
be generally imitated. Without decying the truth of his
"observation, we must however be allowed to refer him ¢ the
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Landon Medical and Physical Journal for 1819, in which he
will fad that in & case of 'tet:mus', Dr. Painchaud, a very in-
telligent and successful practitioner of this city, gave one
drachm of solid opium e\‘ex:v day, for nine days. The success

in this instance is evxdent frour the speedy recovery of the
patient.

It is, howevey, a ma‘ter of some cons:demtxon to observe,
that scarcely one method has ever proved successful in two
cases of tetanus. The annals of medicine abound with cases
of recovery from that dreadful discase, but the fact of their
having been cured by as maay diffierent and sometimes op
posite methods, would appear to establish bevond doubt that
the cure for tetanus still remains to be discovered.

Cuse of Emphysema, by Dr. Archer. This case was une
connected with injury of the thorax, but was one ““of the:
endless variely of symptoms consequent upon the existence
of worms in the intestinal cancl.” Turpentine in glystersy
aided with calomel internally, brought away a discharge of
lumbricoides, and the child, who wasbetween three and four
years of age, was soon after discharged cured.. -

s

Thelast original commumcahon in the number before us,
contams adescription of an haproved instrument, for extract-
g poison from the stomach ; with some statements tend-
ing to establish the validity of Dr. Physick’s title to the cre-
dit of having invented the stomacl tube, by Dr. Caleb B.
Batthews. It is appears that Dr. Physick invented the plarr
about the same period that Dr. A, Munro, jr suggested it in
Ediaburgh, in the year 1797. Several certificates from rés-
peetable individuals are addoced in support of Dr. Physick's
claim to the discovery. 1t appears, therefore, that the cre-
dit of the invention rests with those two celebrated surgeons;

The paper concludes with a description of the stomach tube,
illustrated with a plate,
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Case of amp.xlatmn of the lower Juw, by Dr. J. “u,uner,
oan.r.rlc:ton, S. C. (with a plate.) The inferior maxillary
hone on its left side was wilarged, and the tumour wlum it
occasioned, extended from the first bicuspis tooth to thc; an-
g!::'of the jaw, and near the root of the condyloid process,
then spredding its2If laterally over the alveolar processes, and
imvzards bevend the middle line of the mouth; pushing the
tonzue and uvula to the opposite side, and closing com-
pletely the view and passage into the fances. The patient
attribated the disease to his having had the only remaining
molar tooth extracted, which produced great pain in the jaw,
accompanied by a eapious ht.morrh'x"'c, that t.ontmued, at
intervals, a year or more.

¢ The temouar after it was removedl, was about the size of
afetal head at the full time ; the bony character of the jaw
was completely altered, itscarthy parts having been absorbed
altogether on its outer side, and very much diminished in
the whole course of the inner plate, whick, howerer, could
still be wraced.  The swelling thea might be said to be con-
tained withina sac, which appeared to be nothing more than
the periosteum—It contained a soft medullary substance, ea«
siiy broken down with the finger, of a whitish colour, and
situated between the septa, apparently answering to the sock-
ets of the teeth; The exitof the artery, at the meutal fora-
men through the periosteum, was very apparent ; it was
here that the most blood was lost. o this situation ail the
bony appearance of the jaw was quite removed. .The sub-
marxilliry 20d one of the absorbent glands were removed with
the tumour.

The writer takes occasion to advertto the unnecessary haz-
arda patieat is exposed ta, who has a ligature applied to the
carotid artery before he submits to this operation, ¢ Ior,
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says he, admiitting that large and important branches are ghc,
by nccu!eut or otherwise, will a Iigatutc of ihe cavotid on'one
- side secare the patient from hemorrhage, espesially if, td aps
plying the ligatute the day previous to the operatior,ths
ess:ls have time tO eclarge?  Again, besides the uaneces-
sary extension of a very severe operation, endangering the life
of “he patient, I'must say, itisa very unscientific mode of
trealing the disease, bsth with a view of lessening-inflammas
tion dnd a'lva“x'c'n« the'cure. I havealways beenaccustomed
to consider the necessity of sesuring a large blood-vessel, in
compourd fractures of the extremities, 1s the raost untoward
circumstance attendmy sush a case ; and sirely, -the local
and constitutional means sve possess-of keeping down arterial
action, are quite sufficieat, without catting” off a"supp!y of
blood, equal very nearly to ene ffth of the whele systeni.” . :
In illustration of his opinion, L2 refers to 1wn similarcases
related, the one in the Boston Afedical Intelligencer, and the
otheria the Carolina Journal of Medicine. ¢ In neither of
these cases was the carotid tied;.ncr was there any bleeding 20
pro'lx.ce alarm ; and, in both of them, there was such” a‘res
production of bone as to sanctivh tite iden that the juw would,
ia time, be azain perfect in fofm, if notin function also” 1
Adecount of scoeral. caste”of “Inflammation” of the Larynz
and Tr:mn:zu, bv 'Weﬁb’:‘r,'éf Charlsstod, N, 'H.--Out of
eight cases, Fixof “‘uch h.:ppnned to m'z’cs, the wntcrpmnts
out three which bore a greater rescmblance to croup than to
weil defined laryngzitis, *“ and must be considered such, it
we Lold strictly to 1thecommon apininn-that laryngitis is pe-
culisr taadalts, My own belizf is, that the two diseases are
essentially the sams, and mé' e.lv modified by the e anges of
structure that take place in the-organs of speech at -the ‘hge
of puberty, which refider'the Jarynx more peculiarly tha,
seat of the mrra.mmabon iu persons that have - pus:d thznpe'
itiod- of life,? “anien- vl ~r'~H"t't‘.:: LI RS A N TS W {1 17
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_:Dr. Webber thinks that cases of. inflammation of the tr:y’
chea not extending to_ the laryux, and of the larynx not em-
bracing the trachea, are very seldom met with, and that both,,
in general participate in the affection, though from the dif-
ference in the comparative volume, vigor, 2nd tone of the
vocal organ, at different perm(ls of lnfe, the weight of the dis-
ease is more prone to fall upon that organ at one period than
at another. .

. Contribution in Meu’zcal Pra Iz'cc, by Dr. J.W. Heustis,
of Alabama. Among several cases which are related, we
select the following interesting one, which is nearly similar
to that which occurred to Dr. Morrin of this city, and insert.
ed-in our fourth number. The subject was a negroboy about
14 years of age, who was thrown senseless by a tree faolling
upon his head. He was in complete stupot, the body cold,
and pulse ‘fecble. There was an )-rregular depression of the
left and right parietal bones, from which the fracture extend.
ed ia a fissure to the orbit of the eye, which, together with
the os frontis, was bursted open nearly halfaniachin width ;
the membranes of the brain above the orbit were broken, and
portions of the brain were oozing ct every pulsation. After
the dressing, cream of tartar was given as a constant drink,
and some castoroil.  Op the sixth day the dressings were
-removed, and in a month more he was perfeetly recovered.

The number before us contains several other articles of
gppat interést, which want of room compels us to pospone

to our nexte .o

Tke Boston Mcdxcal In{cllwe,,c,,- : :‘ *-

. “Incombu:ilbxlxly of z:ood -It is aﬁirmed thataprofessor at
Munich, of the Academy of Sciences, has discovered 2 method
of rendering wood incombustible, :He has combined caustic

alkali in solution with a certain ezmhy substance, washed and
Y A 4



QUARTERLY RETROSPEET. 174
~Zifred Cand applied on the ‘wood, to which it glves.a nitreous
surface, which renders it also imperJiouS'td-water, and to all
“kinds "of humidity. The Architectural Committee of the
“Theatré Royal at Munich have made trial of this method od

*two smalt buildings, ‘one of which ‘was prepared according to
“the profe'ssor’s plan, t_he other not, Fire having bcen.lighted
‘¥n both,"the one was burnt, the other received no inj ury. The
“expense’of the application was only two francs for 100 feet.””"
cr'._s*i;'g&r Jfrom potatocs.—L. Gall, a German, has published a
pamphlet of 83 pages, to show the advantage of muking sua
gar from potatoes, He says every farmer can make sugar
“in great or small quantities, and render the importation cf
foreign sugar unnecessary. Potatoes he nsserts, are better
than beets for sugar, 120 pounds of the former giving: 11
pounds of sugar, while the same quantity of the latter gives
only four pounds.” - o s
“Sugar from wheat.—A Mr. Wimmel, of Berlin, Trussia,
“a brewer, has discovered 2 method of obtaining twenty pounds
‘of good crystallized sugar from a Prussian bushel, about 93
pounds, of wheat. The Paris papers consider the discovery
of immense importance. DMr. Wimmel has applied to the
French Governmeunt for a patent.” :
“7o render shoes and baots zater-progf —Add to a pint
of drying oil, two ounces of bees’ wax, two ounces of spirits
of wurpentine, and halfan ounce of Burgundy pitch, to be
carefully melted and stirred over a slow fire.  With " a brush
‘apply the mixture while warm, and when one coating is
dricd into the leather, repeat the application till it is saturat-
e, The shoes should not be worn tiil they are perfectly
dry and elastic ; they will afterward be found not only im.
permeable to wet, but soft and pliable, ard of much longer
duration.”
“ Hydrophobitg.—A roung lad recently died in Antrim,*
Penn, of hydrophobia, He had been bitten about six moaths
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previous by amad fox, but the disease did not appear till fortgw
eight hours before his death.
v “Ossification of the Spieen.-——'l‘ he followmo‘ case tends to
conﬁrm the proofs which already exist, that, whatever office
tie spleen may perform in the animal economy, it is notof
primary importance to life, or even to health. In opening
the body of a person who was drowued, the spleen was found
converted i intoa hard honv substance. The periosteum, peri-
toneum, being takeu of, this bone was found to be white and
.smooth the vasa brevia were cot ossified ; internally, itwas
cellutar and spongy, and contained in the middle u fleshy mass
- the remaias of the viscus. The most remarkable circumstance
.35, that the individyal had always enjoyed perfect health.”
. The institute of France reports the case of a deafand dumb

bov, nine years of age, named Honoré Trezel, of Paris, who

was perfectly cured by the introduction of injections into the
custachlan tube—which injections were not followed, as is
sometimes the case, by severe pains and fainting, nor by sup-
:pumuom in the interior of the ear, which dcstroy the good
effect of the nperation.

‘It.is with regret that we announce the death of Scarza,
formerly Prefessor of Surgery in the University of Pavia.
Vacca BERLINGLIERI, oras he was more frequently called
Vicea, died a short time before, Thus Italy in a short time
kaslosttwo of her brightest ornaments in the profession.

Dr. Barclay, the celebrated teacher of Anatewy in Edine
burgh, also died at his house in Arz gyle-Square, on the 2Ust.
of ‘&u'rust. Tast, at the age of suuv-szx.
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INTELLIGENCE AND CORRESPONDENCE.
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.

Remarl:s on the Theory of Pain. By Ferix Pascaus, M. D,
. of New York.

Parv is a sensation of soreness, occasioned in some parts.of
the living body, by the contact of certain offensive or dese
tructive substances. It may, also, be created by an internal
cause or condition of discase, and transmitted io the senso-

. rlum through the ramifications of the nerves. Its immediate
. cause is, therefore, anterior to the consciousness of it ; and
. as it is evident, that two different agencies, thc one external,
- and the other inferaal, can equally create pain, it is natural

to infer, that the pathological change effected in a part or or-
gan, which has become peainful ip the first case, differs ese
sentiglly from the second, and that neither can be accurately

- described or ascertained.

.

Whether slight or acute, pzin mars the enjoyment of life;
it disturbs the animal functions, it impairs our perceptions,
it is coutrary to all the purposes of existence; but it isa
ealutary warning of the danger, or of the diseased condition,
which threatens or is assailing ourlife ; and for the medical
observer, it opens an extensive field of indications, inferen-
ces, and prognostics, which he can turn to the greatest ads
vaatage, and which xt is our prescnt object to mveshg:ne and
to explain, :

It may be ab_;ected to our statement, that tbere are pless-

- prable sensations, which, by their intcnsity and continuation,

By
g
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may become more intolerable than ordinary pain. Again,
that in many natural acts, pain is subservient to relief ; that
it concurs to the furmation and preservation of life ; that all
animated beings are endowed with the power of organic ex-
ertions, vhich, however painful, are, nevertheless, instru-
meatal in reviving healthy fuactions, which were suspended.
All these positioas are true, but they aré exceptions ; and as
they are limited, each of them to certain particular cases, they
cannot invalidate our present subject, restricted as it is to the
purpose of judging aad removing the causes of disease. )
1. Pain indicates to our perception the characteristic forms
" ehich appertain to the different partsand tissues from which
" it originates ; and this instinctive idea is so far wnerring,
- that no sufferer or patient can be mistaken or deceived, un-
*Iess his mental faculties are impaired or destroyed.
* 2. Anordinary headache differs from that cephalaigia which
* is called clavus hystericus, and someiimes excites furor or
madness; nor does this in any way resemble a violent tooth-
ache. Cholic is another sort of pain, nowise resembling a
paroxysm of ¢liac passion, nor like anattack of enteritis. The
-~ gout may often be confounded with rheumatism, by those
who have never esperienced the first.  None of these pains
can be compared to those from buraing, scalding, nor to the
: acute sensation excited by a knife cutting through flesh and
limb, &c. Itis renarkable, thatin no language does there
exist a vocabulary to describe one pain different from another,
Exceptin degree, the sufferer caa only designate the part, or
the seat of it—how far it exteads—how deen itis felt.
3. We have stated that pain was transmitted to the sene
<oriun by and through the ramifications of the ‘nervee.—
Pleusureis transmitted in the same way, and is actively felt,
solong asthe power of transmission ia kept up by the laws of
-.#itality. It must follow, therefore, that painful and pleasur-
#ble seasations all require sound and heaithy organs, withs
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ull - possession of their living attributes ; and that in propoc-,
tion to the impaired state of their functions, or to their decay,
l;leasurc or pain must ultimately be diminisked or abolished.
Itis, therefore, Gur axiom, that the greater the pain, the
greater must be our confidence in the power and energy of
life. . .

4. The celebrated nosologist, Sauvacs, and his followers,
were strangely mistaken, by constituting a distinet class (do-
lores,) of those diseases that are more particularly marked by
pain, Pain, of itself, is not a disease, but only the effcet of
disease ; its absence, when it ought to exist, is a greater
praof of disease ; and it is by hapairing the functions of life
only, that pain can create a disease.

.

5. It is another law governing pain, that its development
or intensity, is in direct ratio 10 the more minute expansion
of the nervous and muscular fbrils entwined together, by
heat, by swelling, and by imperfect granulation of the part
affected. The division of a lurge or visible nervous cord, or
its contact with any offensive substance, are much less pain-
ful than they would be on the smallest filament, extended to
external surfaces, or to any extremity of the body ;3 hecaunse
theseara connected with many more plexuses and ganglia,
and even with the whole nervous system of a region or of
a limb. Thence it happens, that excrescences or fungosities in
the bottom of uleers or cancers, and carcinoma, are exquisi-
tely paiaful, and constitute the torment of such asare af-
fected with those dizeases. .

, 6. Pain, inflicted by wounds, by fire, blows, and by sur-
gical instruments, seldom_can disturb the laws of the animal
economy. In those ages of ignorance, when tortnre wae
legally applied, in order to oxtort the confession of Ex_crime,
the jurisdictional pg-acti,qe was authoiized Dy its harmless ef-
fect on health and life, unless_ it was continued -too long, or
produ.ed organic, lesions ; for which medical men were, ap’
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pointed, to moderate or sus;;end an’ undue (‘leg'rec of it111
Extended lacerations of flesh and limbs, deeply corroding
ulcers, tearing and comminutinvofbbnes, appear notto have
any direct agency in producing disease. It is mot, therefore;
trrelevant to observe, that gouty and rheumatic patients,
after long and repeated doleful paroxysms of their compluints,
ore proverbially cited as patterns of perfect health ; and, if
impaired, it has been oftener by regimen and medicines they
were submitted to, than by their incessant sufferings.

7. 'There are obscure pains, or certain compound s2nsa-
tions and feelings, in hysteria, melancholia, &c. which a suf.
ferer always refuses to describe or to compare to any kind of
ordinary and known sensation. It appears that such pains so
far witiate all feelings in life, as to male it horrid and abso-
lutely intolerable. It iscertain, that many individuals thus
affected, have, and do daily, commit suicide ; and even that
they execute it, after having, with reflection and ingenuity,
escaped detection ant vigilance—having shown no mental
derangement, or illusory impressions of grief and terror !'—
Ta maany instances of this zoophobia, of which e have been
civcumstantially witnesses, we have not been so muchat a
loss to account for the victims having always laboured nader
some deep impression of religion, love, or honour, or from
-disease, us to detect the state of their feelings, and their un-
happy condition and resolutions. :

Any part of the body which has long been the seat of pain,
beconies ultimately so fur disorganized, as (0 lose its sensibile
ity. Thispheaomenon has been accounted for by the erosion,
or contraction of the nervous fibrils, It eventually arises from
a totally different cause—a disease immediately impairing
sensations in the arterial and medullary systems. Whatever
‘paition of vitality is then spared, is barely sufficient to support
‘existence ; whilst it is abolished in the part in which the dis-
-ease is mare part‘cularly seated, An aneurismal sac, forine
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stadce, bearing and striking upon viscera, nerves, and bones,
may destroy every thing around {t, without ever causing any
paio. For a similar reason, deeply scated discases have beea
discovered by autopsia, iu the stomach, theliver, the spleen,
the kidneys, the uterus, and in the urinary bladder, shich
had never been suspected or manifested, inany stage of an
unhappy and lingering existence, owing to the absence of
local pain.

9. To this law of insensibility to pain, another is to be ad-
ded, which results from it. As soon asa pain, caused by any
externzl agent, or created by sympathy, subsides in degre.,
or is abolished entirely, without the removal of the cause
producing it, then one of two effects must take place : cither
the pain is tobe revived, or translated ts another part of the
body, or ar agrravation of disease will result, and affect the
whole system.

10. The knowledge of this law is of the greatest impor-
tance in practice, and we will illustrate its regular results by
sgveral facts and cases never to be forgoteen.

A youg woman, mother of two children, having reached
the eighth month of gestaticn, was seized with an cxcruciating
pain on the sinciput, which she compared to the tearing ofa
boring instrument icto the brain.  She was distracted, deli-
rious, and, by intervals, prone to madness. Three days had
elapsed, during which, a variety of remedies had been appli-
ed, without any other relief than what could be produced by
stupifying opiates. Her raouth and fine teeth had been re-
peatedly examined, without givisg any indication of the
cause of her sulfering ; uniil the attending physician, still
persisting in the opinion of some hidden cause, eadeavoured
to discover, in the light of sun-shine, which of her teeth
might have lo:t its transparency. One of the lower molares
was found opaque, and immediately extracted. It was sounil

in the prangs ; but when broken under the hammer, an ine
1
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/
ternal caries, and a quantity of fetid pus, were discovered.—-
I need not add, that this cluzus hystericus was suddenly and
radically removed.

11. Thecessation and translation of pain '(metastasis) fronx.
one diseased part to another, isa common occurrence in many
old ulcers, fistule, cancers, scirthi in utero ; also, during
& sickly state of pregnancy, and difficult parturition.

I have seen a woman, who laboured under the character~
istic symptoms of phthisis pulmonalis, during each period of
her pregnancy. She was always fortunate enough to be de-
livered in due time, and before the sorulent stage of the dis-
ease had commenced. She was thereby perfectly cured.

Another instance, more surprising, however, was that of a
violent attack of pleurisy, after exposurc, which so perfeetly
simzulated laboyring pains, at the eighth month of gestation,
that the patieat was simplyleft under the care of her midwife:
yet, after days and nights of fruitless cxpectation, a physician
found that she bad nothing but pleurisy, with translation of
pain from the chest to the uterus. This was perfectly remov-
ed by two successive bleedings. These put an end to the
prominent and deceptive symptom, and did not at all inter-
fere with the remaining month of gestation, which terminat.
ed very happily.

In a similar case, which occurred in a delicate and weakly
woman, in the fifth month of her pregnancy, the pain fluc-
tuated ; appearing sometimes in the chest, at others in the
uterus. One bleeding could not prevent an abortion, with
profuse hzmorrhage. The pain returned to the chest with
less violence, but attended with dyspnez; avnd the woman
shortly after died.

12. Thus, ifa pain disappears from its natural scat, and
is no where reproduced, we have said, that an aggravation of
.disease may beanticipated. Yet, a state of convulsion suc~
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ceeding to the painis a locum tenens, another phenomenon
which retards all danger, even that 6f mortification.

An old geatleman, labouring under, a smali inguinal her.
niz, unfortunately displaced his truss, in the act of leaping
over a fence, and strangulation took place, with so little
Jain, however, that he did not perceive it. e was, however,
<aken veryill, with vomiting, as if the stomach as much
disordered, and treated, during three or four days, for a fever
of bad cnaracter. A couvulsive hiccough took place, so vio-
lent as to prevent deglutition. In thatalarming state, the
pulse being very tremulous and intermitting, the very smai}
strangulated hernia was discovered, in which pressure by the
hand could not produce any pain.  No discolouration of the
skin had taken place. Bythe aid of alarge bleeding, and by
means of the taxis, it was soon reduced, and the patient set
-on foot next morning.

13, It is here to he observed, that acute diseases, attended
with inflaiemation, are productive of viclent and constant
pain; as, for example, pncumonia, pleuritis, enteritis, ne-
phritis, &c. But, eventually, they are not so fatal as other
acute diseases, or fevers, of a bilious and typhoid character,
autumnal, malignant, and atasic; and in these, pains are
neither continual nor frequent, but mestly vague & obscure.
It may be said, that the treatment of intlaramatory diseases
is generally more successful, because itis better understood
than that of the Iatter kind of diseases, as it is founded on
the antiphlogistic principle of depletion. Ceteris paribus, it
is evident, however, that maligeant fevers, and typhus, which
exciteno pain, are more futal and dangerous ; but if in the
same, it should happen that great pains in the limbs shounld
Fake place, they certainly prognosiic ate an immediate recova
ery.

A girl, of a strong constitution, nearly twenty years of age,
had passed through the first and second stages of the yellgw
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fever. On the fifth day, black vomit, hemorrhage, and
jaundice, took place, and she was shortly expected to die 4
when she suddenly complained of great pain in her limbs.—
*['fiis was nggravated by the touch, which she could not bear,
without erying, when it became pecessary to feel her pulse at
the wrist or ancle. Tt'had happened, that her removal, as
ordered by public authority, into a hospital, had been ne-
glected ; consequently, if she died where she was, the respons-
.ibility must certainly_fall upon me. RBut trusting entirely
to the last prognostic, and assured that her dreaded removal
could only agzravate the disease, and prevent a happy result,
I resolved to keep her; and she rapidly recovered, without
delay or difliculty. '

14. The appearance of a febrile disease, during the absence
of a pain, or pains, which naturally ought to take place, is
clearly evinced by the following case.

A gentleman, thirty years of age, of a strong and regular
make, had contracted a severe tertian fever, in one of the
Suurhern States where he resided.  Every means had been
used in vain ; even the change of seazons could not break or
suspend the regularaccession of his tertian paroxysms, which
generaily were violent. He, thercfore, resolved to travel to
the North, to seek foracure. e had now laboured eightcen
montds under the dizeass, and complained of a sensible de-
ciize of strength and spirits. I was struck by the contrast of
his zood aad youthful, although pale, countenaunce, with his
birck mouth and demolizhed teeth, a few only of which re-
meined sound. For this he accounted to me, by accidentally
having drank, iu his youth, some poisonous fluid, which had
been promptly rejected ; but he assured me that he never

. suffered any puin from his rotten teeth, although, by close
examination, I found that but few were not decayed, and that
at scveral points his gums were in a morbid condition. Al-

..¥housh I would not then pretend that this was the cause of
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his protracted intesmittent, it appearer to me that the state of
kis mouth, evidently fetid, would interfere with the opera-
tion of medicines. I, therefore, insisted upon the extraction
of as many stumgs as couldl be conveniently removed, pro-
missing further advice. The geatleman retired, apparently
surprised, and lczwiné' me but a feeble hope of his complionce
to directions. He returned, however, ten days after, an-
nouncing his perfect cure, obtained by the extraction of eleven
decayed teeth and stumps, to which he had submwitted, after
his visit in my office. e intended to have a few more re-
moved, if the fever returned ; but after three periods, he had
experienced none : and by a liberal fee, he manifested grati-
tude, and proved by the happy result of his case, the truth of
e doctrine [ have here endeavoured to develop, in various
poinis of view, by a reference to particular cases.

15. But another inference, from the numnerous instances
we have detailed, may be made, of their great utility in, and
extensive application to, praciice, if, on examining the laws
of pain in the human body, we find aregularity of sympathy,
or connexionybetween the orgaa or viscus, which, by its ac-
tual condition of disease, sends its pain to, or shares it with
another part of the body.

‘Taking, for example, the cases of external injury on the
head, whether a fracture, a depression, or a contusion, it is
well known, that either of these accidental lesions will induce
a greater or less morbid succession of symptoms of the sto-
miach ; as, vowitting, cramps, or puin ; and as long as any

-such cause exists, the like effects are alternating with, and
are only relieved by, symptoms of coma or tarpor. ~This
accurs even in consequence of a trifling contusion of the
head, on or near the sutures, thrcugh which some nervous
fibrils have affected the dura mater. I have seen the fact
exemplified, in a boy nine years old, who, in consequence of
a contusion, which, however, was so trifling that no opera-
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tion on the part was deemed proper, until the incessant re2
turn of the above symptoms madeit necessary to cut through
the scalp and the pericranium, andto abraile from the sur-
face, and on the suture, the filaments which thus bad excited
so much mischiefand danger. But if a sympathetic affection
of the stomach could be excited by so slight a cause, avould
we see a suflicient reason, in a case of chronic internal disease,
attended with particular and severe affections of the stomach,
to suppose that they proceed from cerebral congestion or dis-
tencion ?

16. If we direct our attention to another analogy or law of
sympathy asevinced in gout, it will equally guide our minds
to the source of that destroyer of all comfort in an advanced
period of life. ‘The lower extremities, m which the gout es-
tablishes its dominion, are those in which the smallest injury
in the tendons ormuscles, immediately excite spasms or con-
vulsion in the upper organs of respiration, digestion and prin-
cipally mastication, constituting fetanus, opisthofonos, em-
prostholonos, or a convulsion of aH the mascles surrounding
the organs of digestion and respiration. This terrible kind
of convulsion, it is known, terminates life by the abalition of
respiration and digestion, and when commenced, it is well
known, ordinary remedies can neither moderate nor suppress
its progress. But if these principal organs can be sympathe-
tically affected by the lower extremities in casesof deep injury
or lesion, should we not suspect, or infer, that when they
excite excruciating pains, these are consentaneous with, or to
the organs of digestion and respiration, which are all gorged,
obstructed, debilitated, and, in fine, disabled by habitual a-
bundance of food and by intemperance? As yet, no better
remedy has ever been found aguinst the gout, than perfect
abstinence. )

17, Again, rheumatic pain, whether acute or chronie, will
aoffer us by analogy, aclue to its truc and uuquestionable
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source, For such is the ordinary result from injury. orlesion
of any limb or part of the body, that soon afterit swells, and
an influx of blood or Aumours takes pluce in it. This is the
fact in every case of tearing, of bruising, or of fracture of
bones ; Imay add, of luxated joints. As the swelling in-
creases, the inner capillaries become more distended ; the
pain, and with it.inﬂammation, are manifested. It isa parti-
enlar fa «¢ in those circumstances, and well ascertained by au-
topsic observation, that the inner parts of an injured limb,
such as the periosteum, aponcurotic membranesand museles,
always appear as if they had been injected with red blood.—
The pain therefore demonstratively results from that patholo-
gical state, and to it we may attribute the pheaovmena of
rheumatism ; the more so, as this complaint is soon after ac-
companied with heat, swelling, and redaess. Rheumatism,
therefore, announces plethorz in the part of the body which
it affeets, pevhaps greater than the whole system, owing to
its deolivity, or to some osher cause. It is now left to tha
decision of the practical readers of these remarks, whether
rheumatism be not better trexted by depleting and antiphlo~
gistic remedies, than by any others !

18. The tic doloureur, ncuralgia, 2 prodigiously and exqui-
sitely painful disease, may even be adduced in confirmation of
the present theory.

French physicians and surgeons have written much, und
commented upon this disease more than those of any other
nation. The celebrated Louis cured it by dividing a nerve,
the inferior maxillary, or third branch of the fifth pair, pas-
sing out on theside of the chin. Huurtroor ecffected a cure
aiso by the magnetic operation of an ircn mask. MecrLiN
has done more than all, by his pills of hvosciamus, valerian,
and white oxyd of zinc, I could account for all these cures,
although those androther French writers have left the disease
involved in the same mystery it had always been in. A vener=
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able physician, Dr, Joxes of thecity of New-York, who had
tried, I belicve, every one of those remedies, died truly a mare
tyr to it ; having been frustrated in every attexﬁpt to remove
it. From him, and in cases attentively observed, I have been
satisfied, that the pain of the tic doloureux always exists on
one, and the same side of the face ; that the sufferer never
can designate the very point from whichit ox:iginntes, from
the eyebrows down to the chin ; and that although the pain
may disappear during long interrals, it is equally, andas often,
renewed, or brought on, by external or moral causes, besides
temperature, surprise, motion, light, or noise, and by any
objeet which particularly striles the senses. In the case of
an old woman, the pain was tivice removed and suspended
for a long while, by a considerable hwmorrhage, once from
the nose, and at another time from the socket of a tooth, af-
ter extraction, on the paintul side of the face. The pain un-
expectedly ceased, and she sunk, with the less of her percep-
tions, and with asthmatic symptoms. Casaxisinforms-us of
internal suppuration having been found in the brain of a per-
son afflictedd with the tic doloureux. From all these facts
aund authorities, I presume that this kind of neuralgia is a
hemiphlegic affection,and that itis in every instance to be at
tributed tosoine disease in the brain, on the side oppusite to
that in which it is invariably felt.

19. In conclusion, I may then recapitulate, that pain is al-
ways the effect of organic disease, proportioned to the degree
and importance of the part affected in the system ; that the
sensibility of our organs being different in degrees, and some-
times null, it is a preservative law of nature, that whatever
evil befals any part of the human system, should be felt in
another, according to the distribution of theuerves, or accor-
ding to the laws of sympathy. The cvolutions of pain well
observed, may, therefore, lead us frequently to the discovery
ofthe nature, and of the cause of the most obscure ailments
which we are called upon to cure, or to relicve.
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Yn addition to the practical advantages which maybederiv-
ed from the theory of pain, it may not be irrelevant to con-
sidér those which may result from it, in a moral point of
view. “Pain not only imparts to us useful lessons, but it con~
tributes greatly to the strength of the constitution ; it im-
plants steadiness in the nervous system, and diffuses more e-
nergy and cquixi.brium to the muscular fibres : it is, however,
necessary, that pain shounld be assiste:d by a proportionate
degree of reaction, and that nature should alwvays be roused
from the depressicn, with a dogree of vigour : thus it is that
new afllictions can increase the power of the soul, provided it
does not prosirate it in despondency and despair.  Misfortune
not anly assists us in judsing, with more truth, of all things,
and men, in life, but it raises and sharpens our ecurzge, that
we could always find init, when required, a Grm support
agaiast the evils of humaa life,"

#La donleur nz donne pas sculement d’utiles lecons, elle
enntribue aussi plus d’une fois & fortifier tout le corps : elie
imprime plus de stabiiité, d’éyqnilibre et d’aplomb aux systd-
mes nerveux et musculaires. Mais ii faut taujours pour cela
qu'elle soit suivie d’une réaction proporiionells ; il faut que
In nature se reldve avee énergic sous iz coup, Clest ainsi
que le malhear moral augmente la force de 'dme, quand il
ne va pas jusquw’d labattra. I ne se borne point & faire voir
sous des paints de vue plus vrais, les chosas; il eléve encore
et trempe le couraze, dins lequel nous pouvoas trouver, prese
que toujours, quand nous savons v recourir, un asyle siir con
tre les maux de la destinés humnine.—Cabanis, Rapports du

no
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Case of Gastritis intshich, on the 4th day, an Enema of
Turpeatine and Qil weus rejected through tie mouth.
Comawnicated by Pr. Lestir, of Quebec,

Miss McF. cetat. 28, sent for me on Tuesday morning in
consequence of sickness of the stomach, burning pain of thag
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organ with constant vomiting of mucus unmixed with bile~—
Patient can not bear the slightest pressure on the region of
the stumach and is unable to retain liquids for amoment—No
pain of abdomen—anxiety of countenance, pulse 125, small
and wiry—skin hot—tongue loaded at the edges - Bowelscons
stipated—no pain of head-—says her stomach i3 full of holes,
V. S. ad deliquium animi.

B. Tr. opii n. xxxv.Aq : Menth, pip, 5j. M. ft. Haust. 5. 8.
Habeat Enema domestic. statim.

Vesp. Great and immediate relief from the bleeding—the
blood exhibited the inflammatory crust and its surface was
cupped—two stools from the Enema—irritability of the sto-
mach much decreased, pulse soft and about 70,

Ilabeat Haust, Anodyn, ut mane,

Wednesduy —Patient rested pretty well last night—some
slight irritation of the stomach—DBowels not moved since
last evening.

R Hyd. Submuriat, gr. xv,
Ipecacuanha gr. ij. M. f:. Bolus Stat. sumend.

Vesp—The Medicine remained on the stomach and tow-
ards the nfternoon produced several dark and offensive stools.
The Tongue appears cleaning—Pulse 72 soft and full—no
vomiting—skin moist.

Habt. Haust. Anodyn. utanted—

Thursday, "This morning found that, after a pretty good
night’s rest, the patient awoke with a recurrence of violent
pain in the stomach, vomiting of a bilious coloured fluid—
tongue londed—great thirst—pain on pressure. Pulse 130
full and strong—skin clammy--no pain of head.

V. 8, ad deliquium animi. Applicetur emp. Iytte amplum
regioni ventriculi, et fnjic. enema seq. et repetatur post horas
duas, sind alvus beni responderit, '

-B. Ol Ricini § ij. Ol. terebinth. 3 ij. Aq. Hordei 1b.4j. M.

Capt: stat: haust.ahodyn. ut anted.
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Yesp. Owing to the patient’s objections, the Blister was o.
.mitted ill this evening, but now persuadedto try its effects.
“The enema neither had been used—Bowels still unopened—
“pain of the stomach gone, but occasional vomiting: still pre-
gent on taking any thing—ordered the enema to be given to-
night and the anodyne draught towards morning, if n2cessa-
ry—Blood drawn this morning to the extent of 3 xi., buf.
fed and cupped.

Friday. Patient pacsed a restless night—vomitting inces-
sant, Just as I camein, a quantity of stercoraceous was ejected
from the stomach, very offensive and strongly impregnated
with turpentine and oil, floating on its surface. The LEnema
had been twic2 administered through the nizht—No motion
from the first, but the second produced two or three steols,
when vomiting of a fluid, similur to that passed per anum,
came on, and on comparing the two I could perceive nodiifer-
ence—they were both dack green with flukes of feces float-
ingon their surface. Patient’s cloathes stained green with
what she had vowited —Pulse 60, feeble-—extremities eold—
skin moist and alarming—some pain of abdomen. Patient
complains of difficulty in macturition—ordered hot bricks to
the feet—hot clothes te the abdomen and eifervescing dravghts
to be repeated every two hours.

Afternoza. No vomiting since the exhibition of the
draughts, two or threa copious evacuations accompanied
with a quantity of urine. Stools more natural—pulse im-
proved—70 and soft, easier in every respect. .

Vesp.— Patient appears mending—wishes for rest, Stom-
ach bears a little gruel. Habeat Haust, anodyn. h.s.

Suturday.—Asusual after a good sleep, till about 12 0’clock,
when she awoke suddenly with pain of the head; vomiting
of bilious coloured matter, great anxiety of countenance,
some delirium. Eyes suffused—skin clammy—tongue slight.
1y loaded—Pulse 73, rather wiry aud jerking.
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V. S. Ad 3 xvj. applicetur empl. Iyttz temporibus, et rep.
emph Iyt ventriculo—abradatur capillitium—affus. frigid,
capitis—rep. enema,

Fesp.—Blood drawn this morning exhibits no particular
appearance, pulse G0. Three stool: from the Encma, pain of
head much decreased, Blisters appear r1<|no'——ton\'ue clean-
sing, o pain of stomach nor vomiting since morning.—Omit
medicament.

Sunday.—Patient slept well—great discharge from blisters,
no irritability of stomach—tongue clean—eyes clear—no
pain of bead, pulse 50, soft, skin warm and moist.

B. Huvstus effervescentes.
Patient to have some fow] broth in small quantities during
the day.

Vesp. Faiient improving and complaining only of weak~
ness, two stools during the day.

Monduy—Patiert gets rapidiy better.

Cont. Haust. eJervescentes,

Tuesday—Slept weil—complsins this worning of nausea,
bowels confined.

. Haust. effuvescente. Mag. Sulph. 3 ss.

From this to the lithday the patient rapidly convalsced—
and is at this date perfectly well,

W, H. LESLIE.

Qucbec, Oct. 2, 1826,

[We are requested by Dr. Leslieto add that the patient in
the above case bad been affected with worms for some time
previous to the invasion of the complaint, and that several
ascarides had beed rejected from the stomach at different pe-
viods, In the absence of all other apparent cause to which
the inflammation of the stomach could be ascribed, our cor-
respoudent i3 inclined tq attribute it to this circumstance,
which opinion is further corroborated by several well authen«
ticated instanceg which are recorded by experienced and ju-
dicious observers, which ke hay seen recorded.]—{ Edilor.)
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Case of Scirrho-Rectal Disease, communicated by Dr.Malone
of Albany, through Mr. C. J. Nolan, of this city,

'S’ To the Bditor of the Quebec Medical Journal,
ir,
’ If you think the following case of consequence enough
t0 be inserted in your ably conducted and very useful perios
dical, it is very much at your service.

With sentiments of great respect,

I am Sir,
Your most obdt. Servant
M. MALONE.

Robert Bayd, 36 years of age, of a bilio melancholic tem-
perament and of habits seber and temperate, had in the au-
tumn of 1825, an attack of what he and his medical atiendant
considered an affection of the lungs, Shortly after his recovery
from this illness, his attention began to be djrected to an un-
easy sensation about the Jower part of the ubdomen, which
gradually increased with jntervals of amendment (until last
July when it increased to avery distressing degree.) From this
until I first saw bim which was on the 10th December, he had
been treated by his medical attendants fur dysentery aad
chronic hepatitis. At this periad he had the most distressing
tenesmus with pecasional dysuria; he passed noihing (hrough
the vectum but d gluiry :nucus, sometimes tinged with bload
and purulent matter. His -body was emaciated, belly tumid,
countenance sunk and sallow—adnata pearly and of a bluish
cast, feet cold, thirst, restless nights, pulse hard and frequent,
Supposing from this assemblage of symptoms, that there was
disease in the rectum, I made an examiration and found at
about 2% inches from the cutlet, the gut occupied and obs-
tructed by a tumor, hard and lobulated, and of considerable
size ; on further e;mmination 1 found its attachment, which
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veas at tha sacral nortion of the sut
scribed, than what I was prepared to expect.

This circumstance gave hope that an operation for its ree
moval might be attended with success. I proposed it but the
proposition at the time was not assented to. From this time
the tenesmusand pain incre:sed violently, andat last protruded
the diseased mass, which added to the distress. Its formidable
and disgusting appearance, violent torture, and the disagree-
able smell, atlengh extorted consent to its removal, which was
done on the 15th February, with the assistance of Dr. Wing,
president of the Albany }Medical Society, a gentleman of the
highest professional attainments. I tightened a stout waxed
ligature round its base, untill it was supposed the seasibility
and circulation in it were destroyed ; however, on cutting into
it for the purpose of removing the protruding part, 2 very cone
siderable vessel sprung and it was found necessary to place
another and a much stronger ligature, and to tighten it more
considerably. This answered, and the greater part of the tu-
mor wes removed, leaving a portion sufficient to retain the
lizature, which together with it came away in fire days after.
At the time of tightening the ligature, there was sharp but
notintolerable pain, there was no constitutional disturbance,
and relief was immediately felt. Great quantity of scybala
continued to be passed for some duys afterwards, all the dis-
tressing symptoms ceased, his health spirits and appetite have
returned. T examined on the Sth of this month and was not
able to discover a vestige of diseasein the rectum. The por-
tion of the tumor removed weighed 12 ounces ; externaily it
had 2 gangrenous and ulcerated appearance ; in cutting into
it, it was found to consist of fatty substance interstrinted
with ligamentary bards.

I hove been pasticular in detailing this case, because it ap-
pears to me to be of some importance. It is possible thers
may be similar ceses in which, from the formidable and bid-
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déous appeira'nce of the disease, the supposition ofits gcjr.
rhous nature, and extensive basement, togeiber with the diff.
culty and disagreeableness of examining it in its situation,
practitioners may too hastily, and without making sufficient
and thorough investigation, form an opinion of theinatility
and impracticability of operating for their relief. I once sawa
case in appearance precisely such a one as is above detailed,
in which I do believe those who attended it were son situated,
that, had previous experiments been successfully tried, as in
the case now related, the termination of it would
have been otherwise than what it was. There is no disease
the human subject is heir to, more distressing and disgust-
ing than this, it is one of unmitigated misery. It was so
with Boyd, the relief by the operation was immediate and
effzctual, it was not attended by any instant or consequent
ill effects. What inference do we draw from his case ? Thata
practitioner in scirrho-rectal disease is net justifiable in re-
fusing to act for its removal, unless he satisfys himself by a
thorough examination of the impracticability of so doing,

M. MALONE, M. D. Licentiate ofthe

State Medical Scciaty of New<York.
Albany, 13th March, 1827.

Mineralogicul Qbscraations, by a Gentleman of Quebec.
To Dr. Tessier,
Sir,

The notoriety, which the bowlder lying near York, U. C;
has obtained, on account ofits containing a 4th Alkali, is welj
kuown, also that the peculiar mineral yieldiog it is considersd
to be the petalite. Of the presence of the. former, no doubt
can be satectained, repeated analysis having; doubtlesa, prov-



208 MINERALOGICAL OBSERYATIONSS

ed the fact. That itis the Petalite, does not appear equally
certain. The reacons for entertaining this opinion, are cm-
braced in the following description, the faults of which, it is
hoped, will be excused by those, who, however, desirors to
encourage precise information on similar subjects, will not
always expect proficiency.
Gencrul Characters.
A Bowlder—Colour, extermily, reddish or yellowish
with light green patches—internally, on a fresh frac-
ture, sugar white, with the same green patches, but of a
lighter colour—translucznt on the edges—structure of three

kinds, granular, fibrous and laminac—fracture uneven—
hardness variable, but always yieldinz to the knive—tough in
the mass ( becoming indented under the hammer ) Brittle in
small fragments—specific gravity alicuys above 3. 0—its
powder phosphoresces on charcoal heated to redness—Efer-
vesces in acid, butsoon subsides leaving considerable sediment
fusible before the blow pipe, with intumescance.
Particzlar Characters.

The white granular mineral, ( the base through which the
otliers aredistributed,) may be divided into twwvo—one which is
soft and earthy, almost chalky, the other harder-translucent
and crystalline, in fact the formerappears ouly exteraally and
may probably arise from the decomposition of the other min-
erals, the hardness in one case i3 above that of Granular L.
stone and below it in the other—lustre dull or only glimmer-
ing, the grittiness of its powder to the taste indicates the
presen‘cc of a large portion of silex. It effervesces in acid,
but immediately subsides, cven whenin powder, leaving con-
siderable sediment. It phos-phoresces on charcoal as above
stated. The effect of the blowpipe is to ex*ricate bubbles and
form a dull yellowish enainel.

The green mineral in patches, is light apple green—trans-
Jucent, semi transparent in fibres—structure. promiscuously
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fibrous, fibres sometimes intérlacing, at others radiating—
fracture dlsclmm"' a tendency to hreak into long slender brite
-tle prisms. It is scratched by the knife, but scratehes glass—
‘lustre shining and pearly or silky. The sp. gv. of a fragmen
tolerably free from admixture gave 3.1.—3. 2. Effectinacid¢
much the sameas the foregoing, but ina slighter degree—
The same may be zaid of the effect of the blowpipe with the
addition that the part furtherst from the flame, loses its
transparency and becomnes white. -

The Laninar mineral is white, with a slight tinge of green
or blue—translucent—the iamine cleave in two directions,
with polished surfaces parallel to each other. Onthe cross
fractura this mineral has o compact. aspect It vields to the
Kuite, though not exsily, and scratches glass with facility—
phosphiorczces Lhe the forgoing—sp. gr. alwavs above 3. o.
but variable—zaffervesces in acid as avove, but in astill slight-
er degree, When urged under the greatest heat of the blowpipe
it fuses, with the extrication of bubbles, into a white glassy
enamel,

The phosphorescence common to the 1ass is owing to the
prescnce of carbonate of lime or maznesia, as appears probae
ble from the circumstance, thatafter effervescence no such
plhicramenon is seen.

The green {ibrous mineral most resembles those two varie-
ties of [Jcrableade, Tromolite and Actynolite, one of which
it probably is. o

Now, according to Cleaveland and Phillips, the Petalite
has a sp. gr. of anly 2. 4-2. G, which no part of this bowlder,
howerer carcfully selceted, can be made, even neariystoagree
with. Indced the difference is <o considerable as ( tngether
with other characters ) to lead to the suspicion that the lami-
nar mineral most resembling the Petaliic is Spodumcne, the
sp gr. of whic. h, according to the same authorities, is 3. 1—3.
2, and which lﬂ\? coatains thi sprae alkalia  Further itap-
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pears probable, from its groat specificgravity and intumesces
ny fusibility, that the greater part of the white mineral may
be Spodumene, under different forms. This conjecture, how=
ever, is left to the chemist and experienced mineralogist to
verify or refute, our inquiry being limited to the more obvious
physical characters, with the exception of the two chemical
ones, of the effect of acids and the blawpipe.

One object of this paper is to court friendly criticism, where-
by the crude notions and experiments of a novice may be cor-

rected through the matured studies cf the proficient.
A. B.

QObservations pratiques, par le Docteur Frs. Blanchet.

Monsieur le Doctenr TessiEr,

Je vous prie d'icsérer dans votre Journal, les obsersationa
suivantes, que j'ai eu occasion de faire derniérement. Les
deux premitres se sont présentées d 'Hépital des Emigrés,
et je me crois obligé d'en faire rapport au public, surtout
puisque je n'ai pointpublié derapport de mon administration,
durant le dernier quartier qui s’est écould, La troisiéme ob-

, servation est survenug dans ima pratique, et elle n'est pas
moins intéressante.
Je commence d'abord par I'Hépital des Emigrés., Durant
le période & commencer le 1er Mai, jusquau ler Aoiit 1896,
il y 2 eu sous mes soins 242 malades, tous étrangers, i ’ex-
ception d'un ou de deux Canadiens; de ce nomore 17 sont
morts. La maladie ordinaire était 1a fiévre, ctila été claire-
ment établi que les rues St. Charles et Champlain, du Capan
Diamant, ol les Emigrés se retirent en plus grand nombre,
ont fourni le plus de ces sortes d’affection. On peut dire
qu’il a'est pas venu 3 'Hépital plus de trente personnes ma-
"Iadea de G2vre venant des vaisseaux.

De tous ces cas de fdvre, dont la plupart ne présentaient
‘rien de bien important, je n'en citerai quun seul dont la mors
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.seeldentelle a laissé des tracesassez dignes d’étre remarquées.

Un jeune homme agé d’environ vingt-six ans, venant d'Ir-
{ande en qualité de Chirurgien dans un Transport chargé d’E.
-migrés, fut atteint i son arrivée W'une fidvre continue, avec
des symptémes d’une terdance au typhus. Llinquittude de
®a situation ne c¢ontribua pas peu 3 aggmaver sa maladie, et
surtout voyant que Phote chez qui il logeait ne voulait plus le
garder dans sa maison, par Ia crainte de contiacter sa fiévre
quil croyait contagieuse. Il fut en conséyuence admis A1'Hé-
pital des Emigrés, Le symptéme le plus marquans éiait un
délire continuel et un murmure constaat.

On sattacha principalement 3 réduire ces symptdmes ur-
gents par des saignée; copieuses et dus applications froides &
la téte, mais un accident quil était impossible de prévenir,
vint mettre fin d sa triste existence. Au milien d’une nuit
brilante, le jeune homime se léve de son lit, et se précipite d-
travers une fendtre du deuxiéms étage de I'Hopital, avent
que le gardien cut le tems de se rendre 3 lui pour le saisir.—
On le releva saus aucan signe de vie. Le lendemain au ma-
tin, on fit Pouverture du corps, et ondrouva la rate lacérée
et déchirée presque d'outre en outre en plusieurs endroits, ré-
sultat d= la chiie et cause de la mort instantat:ée. Le cer-
veau était aussi gorgd de sung, ce qui rendait compte du d§-
lire que Pinquistude avait contribué & rendre opinidtre.

Enfin 'autogpsic u été faite sur un nombre considérable de
personues mortes de fidvre tant par moi méme quen ma
présence, et ’ai toujours observé que le cerveau et ses énve-
loppes étaient dans tous les cas plus cu moins enflammés.—
Dans Jes cas surtoui accompagnés de convulsions, ot la sai-
gnée navait 816 pratiqués que taiblement, jai constamment
observé que le sang y élait extravasd en assez grande quantit.

Je wentreprendrai pas de dire qu* = est la canse d'un si
grand trouble dans Yéconomie animales  Mais cest un fait
quil est enué & VHdpital eing walades de la méme maison
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et de la méme famille, rlans Ia rue St. Charlcs, tous atthjues
-delaméme figvre. L2 rue Champlain a fourni des cds:éém-
-blables, Dira-t-on ‘maintenant que cetic fiévre est conta-
‘gieuse ? Dans I%état actuzl de nos connaissances il est ditfke
cile de donner une réponse satisfaisante sur ce swjot; mals
woici comme les faits sembleraient 2utoriser de répundre: que-
T'air d'un apartement, d’unc maisoa, et mdme d’une rue
entiére, peut s'aliérer de maniére 4 ne plus supporter la vie,
sans qu’il en résulte du trouble, ou en d'autres termes de la
fievre. Mais quels sont ces changemens exacts ; cest ce
que Panalvse ne nous appread pzs encore, etc'est ce qulilya
% savoir. Les niots miasmes &c. ne veulent rien dire, si non
qu’ils expriment en gros, les changemens que subit Patmos-
phére par la respization des snimaux et la décomposition des
‘substances aniinales et végétales Sc.

Je vous mets cela en avant pour vous fuire voir que nous
‘sommes bien loin d2 connsitre Ia nature de ’air qui nous
-yend ainsi malade. Mais on ne doit pas désespérer quela scio

ence ne fasse bien vite des progres d cet égard. '
Mais ce qu. il est bien plus important pour nous de connaitre,
c’est la maniére de traiter ces maladies. Je crois que tous
Jes médecins. sont maintenant daccowd que e bon air, les sci-
gnéesabondantes et les douches,sont les meilleures armes pour
combattre ces ficvres.  Lces douches surtout agissent comme
par enchantzment. Elles ont 'effet de débarrasser subite-
ment le sveréme ¢’un trés grand dégré de ehalear, et d’arréter
les progrés du procédé inflammatoirc. §'il m’était perinia
&’hazarder une opinion, je dimis que ce reméde n’agit pas
seulement en raizoo du froit qu'il produit, mais que Peau
ccmme conducteur de I'électricité, a encore l'effet de déba-
. rasser subitement le systéme de Paccumulation du fluide é-
Jectrique qui a lieu dans les fidvres, eu-égard au manque de
transpiration &¢. et si, comme le suppose Sir Humphrey Davy,

Berzelin et leurs-disciplés, feu, chaicur ¢4 lectricité, sont 1a
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mmdme chose, mon avancé-actuel divient trés probuble. Dans
ces sortes de maladies, tous les organes sont susceptibles de
souffrir ; mais il n'y apas 4 douter que le cerveau ne soufire
toujours plus ou moins cu égard 4 la circulation qui y est dif-
ficile. .

Deuxcas dabeés & la base de lamasse encéphalique,—Ce
sont deux cas de fracture de I'arcade orbitaire, sans déplace-
ment de I'os, avec une petite contusion & la surface, occa-
sionée par une chitte. Les sujets n'ont été que trojs ou qua-
tre jours malades et sont entrés & I'Hopital, Ia veille de leur
mort, sans connaissance,

Lrautopsic ayant été faite, on atrouvé du sang extravasé
au lobe antéiizur du cervean, et en  poursuivant les recher-
ches plus loin, il s’est rencontré unc quantité de lymphe co-
sgulée & commencer du Pont de Varole, juzqu'd la moélie ala
longée ouil existait du serum.

Cus de conception extyu-utérine.— Dansle mois de Novembre
dernier, je fus appelé au milien de Ia puit auprés d'une jeune

‘femme. A mon arrivée elle venoit d’expirer.  Jappris alors
de ses amis, qu’elie avoit été & église dans I'dprés-midi, et
qu'elle avoitressenti tout 4 coup de grandes douleurs dans

‘Pabdomen, qui l'obligérent de retourner chez elle aussitét,
Les douleurs ne cessérent d'augmenter jusquan 1aoment od
clle expira, sans qu'il fit possible:lccux‘qui P'eavironnaient
d’en soupconner la cause.

Je me hdtai d'en faire Pexamen le landemain au matin,
conjointement avec mon neveu le Dr. J. B. Blancheét. La
cavité du bassin était remplie de sang, ce quine nous per-
mettait pas de douer que la femme ne fit morte d'une hé-
morrhagic intérieure, provenant de Ia rupture de quelque vais«
seau cons’ lérable que nous nous efforgdmes de découvrir.—
Ex effet, ‘on appergut un feetus denviron trois mois, libre
dans la cavité du bassin et flottant dansle sang. 'En exami~
nant plus atientivement, on découvrit que la trompe de Ial-
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lope du cété droit, était divisée sur sa longueur, et considéra.
blement dilatée, 3 Pendroitot le feetus paraissait avoir sés
journé et s'étre développé, jusqu’au moment ot la rupture
de 1a trompe Juia permis de s’échapper dans 1z cavité du bas-
sin. On appercevait aussi distinctement les traces d'un pla-
centa qui était implanté dans Pendroit le plus dilaté de la
trompe, ainsi que les enveloppes, et c'est sars doute A leur
rupture que P’on doit rapporter Phémerrhagie fatale qui a

mis fin & Pexistence de 1« .nalade.
J'ai honneur d'étre &c. &c.
Frs. BLANCIIET.

{Extrait de la Bibliothéque Canadienne.)

Bréches osseuses, el Curernes a ossemens.—Le plus grand
nombre des os de ruminants fossiles sc trouvent incrustés au
aniilicu des conerétions gui remplissentles fentes que présen-
tent certains rechers, sur les c¢otes de la RMléditerrannée —
Ces fentes, auxquelles les vs qui les remplissent ont fait done
ner le nom de briches osseuses, sont un des phénameénes les
plusremarquables de la géologie. On ne peut expliquer, en
effet, d’une manjére satistaisante, ni leur production dans les
lieux o on les observe, ni pourquoi elles sont bornées aux
cotes de la Méditerrannée, ni les ressemblances qu'elles pré-
sentent toutes, tant pour Ia nature des rochers dans lesquels
elles sont pratiguées, que pour celle des matiéres qui les rem-
plissent.

La nature des os qu'elles renferment ajoute encare & I'ine
térét qu'elles inspirent, en prouvant que leur formation re-
monte & une épaque beaucoup plus ancienac qu'on ne P'avait
eru jusquici. Ellen’zppartient point, en eilet, & des ruinie
nants du pays, mais aux races dnimaux contemporaines des
éléphans et des thinocéros fossiles.  De sorte que tout porte
3 croire que si on 0’y rencontre pas des os de ces quadrupé-
des, on ne doit chercher Ia cause de cette absence que dans
leurs grandes dimensions, qui seules ont pu l2s empécher d'y
tomber.

Les principales bréches osseuses sont celles de Gibraltar,
d’Antibes, de Nice, &e. Elles ont aidé 4 jperfectionner Ia
roologie antédiluvienne, en faisant concnaitre quatorze ou

" quinze espéce d’animaux peu volumineux, qu'on n*avait pas
- jusque-13 trouves ailleurs,
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Si les brdches osseuses nous ont conservé de nombreux

débris de ruminants, les cavernes ¢ vssemens nous offrent, de
leur c6té, des ressources précieuses pour la connaissance des
carnassiers leurs contemporains. Il est impossible que vous
n'ayez pas entendu parler de ces cavernes fameuses, dont les
plus céltbres sont celles qu’on rencontre dans le pays de Blan-
kenbourg et dans I'éleciorat d'Hunovre, et dont Leisxirzlui-
méme a donné des descriptions.  On se ferait une idée bien
f.ussede ces anciens repaires d'animaux sauvages, si on se
les représentait comme de simples cavités, creusées dans le
rocher, & quelques pieds de profondeur . figurez-vous une
suite de grottes nowbreuses, ornées de stalactites de  toutes
les forines, dont la hauteur et la largeur sont exirémement
variables, mais qui communiquent les unes avee les autres,
par des ouvertures si étroitzs, quun hounme ne peut souvent
y passer, en rampaat, quavee la pius grande peine.
) Ces grottes, qui communiguent entr'elles, s'étendint souvent
& das distanczs tees considérables.  Un naturaliste moderne,
(M. vz Vovrry,) en aparcouru une suite gui l'ont conduit trois
lieues catidres, presque tonjours dans la méme direction. 11
ne fut arrété que par un lae, qui lui rendit le passage impos-
sible. Ce ne tfut qu’apreés deux lieues qu'il rencontra des os-
semens d'animanx qu'il crut appartenir & des paleotherium,
etque M. Cuvier areconnus pour apartenird la gramle espe
ce d'ours connus sous le nowm d'ours des cavernes, ¢t dont
las débris sont plus communs, dans ces lieux souterrains,
que ceux d'aucune autre espéce.

On rencontre ézalement ¢ ins les cavernes, des ossemens
de tigres, de loups, de renards, de balettes.  Les débris de
Pespece des hyéaes v soat surtout trés nombreux ; ces hy»
énes de I'ancien monde avaient, comme celles d'aujourd hui,
Yinstinct de déterrer les cadavres. pour porter dans lvurs ta-
nicres les ossemens, qu'clles broyaient avee les dents, que fa
nature leur aceordait d'une forme propre & la mastication des
corps les plus durs. Ce sont clles, swas doate, qui ont con-
tribué, plus que tous les autres carnassiers, A remplir d'osse-
mens d'animaux herbivores ¢t de grands quadrapddes de
toute espéee, les lieux qui leur servaient de refuge. Elles
n'épargnaient pas méme leur propre espice ; car on a remar-
qué que lenrs os nesont pasmoins brisés que ceux des autres
animaux ensevelis avec eux. On a trouvé méme un crine
d’hyene fracture, et portant les marques évidentes de la con-
solidation de la fracture, qui était probablement le résultat

d’un des combats que ces animaux se livrent quelquefois ep«
tr'eux, :



416 BRECUZS OSSEUSE ET CAVERNES A OSSEMENS.

On ne trouve presque point d’ossemens d’animaux carnase
siers dans les grandes eouches meublées, ot 'on fencontre en
si grand nombre leurs contemporaing herbivores. Il n'y a
guers d'exception un peu marguante, sous ce rapport, que
pour V'espéce des hyénes, dont on a trouvé des débris assez
nombreux A Canstadt prés d’Aizhstedt, On o aussi trouva
quelques ossemens d'ours dans d'autres lieux ; mais le nom-
hre en e<t bien petit, en comparaison de la prodigieuse quan-~
tité de débris de ces animaux que renferment les cavernes.

* Dans les cavernes les plus anciennement connues et les
plus fréquentées, on ne trouve presque plus d'ossemens; car ces
Yieux singulicrs ayantdepuis longtems frappé I'attention du
peuple, on attribuait auxos qu'elles renferment une vertu
médicamenteuse qui les taisait rechercher pour les vendre
aux pharmacicns, chez lesquels ils €taient conservés sous le
now de licorne fossile,

Lcxistence des cavernes est un phénomeéne bien curieux,
sous tous les rapports : les débris qu'elles renferment prou-
vent que des animaux  ('espéces, de genreset de classes tout-
a-faitdifférents, et dont les anologues ne pourraient aujoura
d'hui supporter le méme climat, ont vécu pourtant enseinble
dans Yuncien ordre de clioses. Ainsi les animaux gui re
vivent anjourd’huique dansla zone torride, ont vécu et ha-
bité jadis avec des espéces qu'on ne trouve que dans les régi-
ons les plus glacées.

L'histoire naturelle fossible nous offre le méme phénomé-
ne en présentunt aussi I'aurocus avec Péléphant, comme oa
les voit dans le val d’Arno, par exemple.

wlais si des découvertes irrécusables nous prouvent ainsi
qu'il existe une grande diiférence entre le monde antédilu-
vien etcelui que nous habitons, on peut d'un autre cdté,
s'enservir pour eétablir que les carnassiers, dans Pancien
monde, existaient dans une proportion peu ditferente de
celle o1 ils existent aujousd’hui, et que leur genre de vie était
A peu-prés le méme. Iy a plus, ¢’est que ces carnassiers des
caverncs, contemperains des éléphans etdes rhinocéros de
nos contrées, différent beaucoup moins des carnassiers ac.
tuels, que les herbivores dela méme époque ne différent de
ceux qui viventencore de nos jours, Ala vérité, le
grand ours, le grand tigre ou lion et ’hyéne fossiles, quoi-
que peu différents de leurs analogues vivants, appartiennent
néanmoins & des espéces éteintes ; mais tous les autres care
nassiers des cavernes ne peuvent 8tre distingués de ceux
dravjourd’bui, d’une maniére satisfuisante,—Letlres sur les
Reévolutions du Globe. o
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-
Dmertalxon on Scrqf‘ula, by J.B. “Ismx,smx, M. D. &,c. &c.
of ’Assomption. . . ¢ -

. v

(Continned from page 88, Vol. IL.)

. . ‘ 1

In dyspepsia, the system becones more and more debil-
itated, for want of proper aad sufficient nourishment, in pro-
portion as the digestion of the fuod i less perfect ; and the
genzral system heing one aad ewiole, as wehave endeavourad
to prove, it foilows that reciprocally the digestion mast be
worse and worse, as the dizestive system is more enfecbled
and enervated, and the stomnach is becoming weaker and
weaker with the systen atlarge ; the lucteals then must also
be debilitated in proportion, and theic sccreting or chylific
power (*) must be likewise proportionately diminish-
ed. Thus we think it safe to conjecture that, together with
the imperfect chyle, mentioned by Bedingfield and Thomson,
it is probuble that particles of food wholly undigested are
taken up, which cannot underzo solution in theanimal fluids,
and which cannot be acted upon by the absorbents or glands.
If this be once admitted, it is easy to conceive that these un-
digested particles must act as mechanical irritants, whichmust
unavoidably be the prol) fic causc of a gradual degree of in-
flammation, which will necessarily throw the lacteals, the
glands adjoining them, the thoracic duct and sac, and even
the blocd-vessels, in gencral, {particularly the left subclavian
‘vein into which the thoracic duct empties its contents,) in

(*) On the same day, was read and defended with this, in the
Medical College, an ingenious dissertation by my much esteemed
class-mate and frieid, Denis Carpenter, M. D. in which he at-
tempts to prove that the lacteals possess fully as wuch as the
stomach aud duodcnum, the pow ;.r of digestion,



418 MEILLEUR ON SCROFULA.

such a degree of increased action and morbid exertion to get
rid of these particles, as must inevitably be followed by a de:
pression of their power, a diminution of their tone, a loss of
their energy, and a torpid and inactive state of their respective
nerves ; for the degree of debility and exhaustion is always
proportionate to the previous excitement. But, if we do not
perceive so much inflammatory actjonin scrofula, produced ia
this way aud manaer, it is on account of the cause being ape
piied gradualiy. . o

As the corporeal system cannot be free from disease, if the
stomach is out cf order, 30 the body can scarcely not be in-
jured in any one of its parts, without again the stomach, that
great sympathizer with almost ail local and constitutional dis-
orders, being, at the same time, likewise injured. So great
indecd is the nervous sympathy between the stomach and
other parts of the human frame, that it is almest imposible for
disease to exist in any one part, without that most important
ergan being more or less affected by it. 1If s0, as noone can
with reason pretend to deny, it is very easy to couceive how
numerous and various may be the cavses of indigestion or
dyspepsia, which, according to the views we wish to il'astrate,
is always the forerunoer as well as the original and Lssential
cause of scrofula. A healthy state of the general system de-
pends so much upou the regular action of the stomach, that
great nutrix of our nature, that a universal debility is almosg
instantaneously brought on, when any accidental cirenmstance
comes to interrupt it in the due performance of its functions,
‘When a part or organ of the body is diseased, according to
our premises, the system is affected generally, and the gene-
xal affection is always proportionate to its degree of vitality,
and to the importance of its finctions in the animal economy ;
this is of unanimous consent, in médical literature. Hence
authors speak of vital parts, vital organs, vital functions, &c.
because they are sach as life immediately depends upon them
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i'fortbo contiauation of its ex*stencc. -Now the stomach being
a0 organ whose office is the most imporfautin the animal
.economy, it cannot, any how, be considerably impaired or
:éeranged, in its functions, without the corporeal system beco-
:ﬁxing indisposed and diseased ; and the first thing notable in
an impaired or disordered state of the stomach, is a general
debility, Hence the reason why we see this last commonly
accompanying scrofula throughout its course : this is a
Jvell known and ackrawledged fact,let the causes and patho-
logy of the complaint be what they may. It follows, there-
fore, that under the influence of scrofulous diathesis, the ac-
tion of the heart.is languid, unsteady and irregolar ; that the
circulating system, after the first excitement has suhaxded is
generally weak and debilitated ; that the mobility of the
lympathic is peculiarly affected and diminished ; that there
is a disposition to congestion ; and that, consequeuntly, the an-
imal fluids become thick and viscid, and much disposed to
stagnale in their passage, especially in the lymphatic glaods ;
for, they must necessarily be disposed to stagnate most, wherz
the impelling power is least, Besidcs, these fluids, by .iheir
accumulalion, must prove destruclive to the organization of
the absorbents and of the glandsatlached {o them, whose mor-
bid enlargement is merelya consequence of a previous irrita-
tion. ® Any thing, therefore, that impairs or deranges the
furciions of the digestive organs, may be consicered as the pre-
disposing, indigestion or dyspepsia as the remote, the absorp-
tion of imperfect chyle or of particles of undigested food as
the exciting, and inflammatien as the proximate (if there can
be any such) cause of scrofula ; and the general debility, the
disorganization, the induration and chronic enlargement of the

» May not the presence o7 calculous concretion in the kidaies, u=
rinary passages &G. be o'ten accounted for, in the same way ?
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ymphatxcand other gl:mds, which charactenze the dnseatc,

'are the results of inflammatory actiob. o
But debi'ity, in scrofulous persons, “besides being the con-
- sequence of ageneral inflammatory excitement, is brought o,
also, on account of a deficiercy of the proper and sufficient
nourishment to support the tone and energy of the system.
Debility, therefore, may, and in fact does exist, even before
any inflammation bas taken place. This may be seen in
many children whoare said to be bora with an heredltary
scrofulous diathesis. They are observed to be weak, fecble
and much debilitated, without the evidence of any morbxd
excitement, previors to their birth. This weakness and
debility, in new btorn children, arises, no doubt, (the causes
of atedious labour excepted) from a deficiency of proper ma-
terials, on the part of the mother, both to organize 2nd nour-
ish their tecder frame ; for, if the mother, while pregoant,
is dyspeptic, scrofulous or otherwise diseased, the digestion
is impaired, the assimilation is imgerfect, the ingesta, if taken
in ever so great a gnanfity, cznnot 2fford a proper and suffi-
cient supply to her own corporeal system, and consequently
she must be unable to fournish such materials 2s are suitable
and well adapted to (ke perfect organization, due nourish-
ment, and healthy growth of her fetus. But as tubercules
have been feund at Gifferent times in the lungs of fetuses, and
as tubercles cannot but be the result of a previous irritation
and inflammatien in the organs where they are found, we most
admit here, that weak, and fechlc new-born children, may be
soas much i consequence of inflammatory excitement, 2s for
the want ¢f 2 properand sufficient uourishment frors the mother.
That trritation and inflamination may exist in_fetuses, is, af-
ter our view, not at al! incredible, and Broussais mentions it
as a fact of common occurrence. Now if Zliese are facts
as true as they aprear plausible tome,it foljows that the
children of such mothers mustbe ofa ¥éry.siender, weak,
flabby, & even imperfccl make, and much disposed to discase,
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thalu, io ousorntwn 3 for, who m!l dnre assert that an
eduﬁ« e buitt witk: frail and unperfecﬂy formed materials, can be
strong, firm, and capable of resisting the vicissitudes of all
kinds, to whick it is unavoidably exposed? These are the
children who are said to be of a delicate and light complexion
and to possessa fair and florid skin, the reason of whichis
very obvious. The caticle or epidermis, like other paris of
their body, being imperfectly organized, is thinner and more
yielding ; and the muscular fibres of their blood-vessels being
relaxed and slakened, like those of the muscles, on account
of general debility, their caliber is much enlarged, they con-
fain a greater guantity of hood, which finds a freer admittance
than it otherwisc would, to their very extremity, asd it
becomes easy for the surface apd common integuments to as-
same and maiatain a constant florid aspect, Such are, also,
the children who are so liable to sping vcntosa, spina bifida,
mollitics ossium, rzcl.cl:, necrosts, fever and consomption
of the lungs, &c. for ihe reason, ou the onc hand, that their
frame, in all its parts, is imperfecily organized, and because,
on the other h:mu, their system being congenitally debil-
lta.tLd md being one and @ @hole, the organs of digestion are
likewise debilitated in proportion, and conaequenﬁ) incapable
of performing, in a proper mannzr, their respective function,
as a remote cause of scrofula, acting conjointly swith the con-
genital debility, brings on, insome form or otker, thecom-
plaint, which is then callegd hereditary,—

Accordiug to our view of the pathology of scrofula, the
Teason whv it most generally attacks children and young per-
soms, appcars very obvious, From birth to the ageof puberty,
and from "this to that of about ewhteen and iwenty, the ali-
meats taken in the system, netonly go toits support and
maintainance, but also, to its formation and growth. Oha the
gontrary;, in full grown persons, they go otﬁy to the support
and mnfutaixiancg of the systcm, whose growth is already coms
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pleted. Now, if from some cause or other, .the organs of ~
digestion are, or become impaired in ‘their function, before
the full and patural growth of the body is completed, even ad-
mitting in the system no predisposition whatever to disease,
the food is imperfectly digested, particles of aliments are
taken up in the circulation, which cannot be assimilated nor
undergo solution in the animal fluids, and which, ofcourse
being aot only incongenial to the formation and growth of
the body, but, moreover, acting as morbid stimuli, tend to
debilitate much and exhaust the whole animal fabric, which,
in the cases alluded to, being built,if we may use the ex-
pression, on a feeble base, and with frail and imperfecily for~
med materials, is now, therefore, much more easy to beacted
upon by the influence of external causes, is much more li-
able to take on almost every kind of disease, and even to fall
into a state of irreparable dissolution.

As to children who are bora scrofulous, strictly speaking,
or witha scrofalous diathesis, according to the position we
have assumed, it is again easy to accoust for their being such.

Thae fetus in utero recciring its nourishment directly from
ihe blood of the motler, it is equally, if not more, and as
soon affected by the presence of extraneous and irritating sub-
stances, which may have been taken into the circulation of
her blood, the morbid action of which must produce inflamma-
tion in a higher or lower degree, aad perhaps, in conscquence
of it, tubercles in the lungs, &c. Thus can be, and in fact, s
explained, the bereditary descent of scrofula.

By the term scrofuls, medical writers generally intend to
mdxcate two morbid states of the coastitution ; first, they use
the term to express the diathesis, pmdxsposatmn or liability,
ja the system, to contract the disease ; and secondiy, they
employ it to-signify the actual existence of scrofula itself, in
any part or organ of the body ; and although the mere hered-
itary predisposition is comparatively much oftener iunuate
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with he child, yet, it isnot altogether uncommon for the
new-born to have, at the time of birth, all the specifie symp-
toms of the complaint ; for we have on record, numerous cx.’
amples of new-born children, beset with scrofulous eruptions
aud ulceration, with glandalar scrofulous enlargements, and
with scrofulous tubercles in the lungs, &c. (Vidé Broussais's
etamination, and Baillie’s Morbid Anatomy.) o
‘Lo be hereditary, a disease, or predispusition to it, must
be commonicated or inherited, dircctly from one of the pa=
reats ; but in what way and manner the comunication or in-
heritance of scrofula is effected, is not easy to conceire, ex-
cept we imagzine the matter of contamination to exist in the
substance forming the embryo ; and then the mother shoutd
be considered as the exclusive medium of communication ei-
ther of the disease itself, orof the predisposition o it. Dr.
Cullen, it is true, asserts, that the father is most generally the'
sourceof infection.  If so, the disease then, must be propae
gatedor imported by meaus of the morbific matter contai-
ned in the male seminal fluids. But, at great variance with
the opinion of that eminent writer, and uanbiassed by his de-
cision on this subject, I must own it openly, I believe the
thing physically impossible, for the fellowing reasonsi—With-
out indulging inany long physiolegical discussion, it wmay
be sufficient to remark that, in the present state of med-
ical knowledge, itis prefty well and pretty satisfactorily
settled in physiology, that, in the process of scxuval inters
course and of generation, the semen of the male, whether it
enters the uterns or not, is buta mere incilant, a potent or
stimulus, exciting to perform their respeciive functions, the
internul organs of generation are well known to fournish whol-
Iy, and tolely, the substance and appéndages of the embryo 3
not very uulika, in this respect, the earth, which, besides a
due degree of moisture, requires, to be fertile, the presence
of certain gases, and of caloric and light, as her proper stimuli,



o924 MEILLEUR ON SCROFULA.

. And besides, to receive life, the principles of an enlight
ened philosophy teach us, that there must be just such, and so
much organizable matter, and no more norless either inguality
or quantity ; forit is very difficult to conceive, in an organize‘d,
and asimated mass of matter, half a life, or any decimal life,
or more than s life, which is repugnant to nature, and contrary
to the laws of avimation ; nor is it easier for the philoso-
pher, to figure to his mind, any thing less than a life, in the
same mass of matter, although he may readily admit that life
may have, at times more, and at others lessg vital power and
action ; but, after all, it is nothing more, nor can it beany
less, than life, and ore and whole life, animal or vegetable.
We may, therefore, safely coaclude; 1. That, with re-
gard to conceplion, impure, unwholesome and morbific wat-
ter, such as is believed to be emanated from diseased parents,
in the substance forming the embryo, is unorganizable, and
consequently unfit for the reception and habitation of lifes
2. The Almighty baving wisely, and precisely determined,
and I think even to the least conceivable atom, the
quality as well as the quantity of the organizable matter, and
the favorable circumstances to be endued with incipient
life, it is quitc raticral to believe that, should the same
matter, issuing from parents, be less in either, and un-
der unfavorable circumstances, conception would not, inany
degree, take place. 3. That, as mental impressions, ex-
citements, and depressions, are well known (o influence
more or less, in some way or other, the whole body, and
as besides the circulating, there is, also, a nervous medium
of communication + between the mother and fetus, diseas-
ed habits, as well as physical characters, may be communi-
cated, ina direct manner, from the mother to the fetus in utero.

¢+ See the interesting.account of it, by Sir E, Home, &c.
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Rapport'de Péat de lu Sunté pudblique,’ dirant la derniére
* Saison.

Lrhyver et 1’été sont les deux saisons de Pannée dans les.
quelles nous devons rechercher les principaies causes des va-
riations infinies que V'atmosphére imprime & nos corps. Le
chanzemeut de température du froid excessif de nos hyvers &
la chaleur britlante de I’été est si considérable, que Pappareil
de nos organes ne pourrait en supporter le choc, sans cette
gradation que le printems et 'automne font éprouver i ces
changements, en sorte (ue ces derniéres saisoas peuvent étre
regardées comme 1z passage d: P'une a l'autre des deex pre-
miéres,

Les rapports qui existent entre nos organes et les cavses ex-
tericures qui agissent sur eux, sont tels, que ces caases ne
produiraient aucun désordre dauns notre organization, si clles
agissaient sans cesse de la méme mauiére et au méme dégré,
Il w’est enfin aucun ageut, quelqne déléiére qu'il soit, dont
linpression ne devienne absolument nulle par une action long-
tems conlinuée. Tel est méme le pouvoir de I'habitude sur
I’économic animale, que les poisons les plus subtils devien-
neut incapables de produire avewn effet pernicieox, si, par un
usage continucl, on a accoutumé par dégrés uos organes i leur
action. On connuit exemple de ce prince de P'antiquite qui,
pour s'8tre accoutumé A I'action des poisons, fut privé de pou-
voir s’empoisonner, en avalant un poison violent qui en eilt
fait movurrit plusieurs, et cela afin d’cviter de tomber entre
les mains de ses vaingueurs. Le Turc, pour la plus légére
indisposition, avale impunément comme remede plus d'opium
qu'il n'en faudfait pour donner Ia mort & plusievrs d’entre
ceox ‘qui; comme 'nons, n'en fonNt pas ua usage habituel!
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L’habitant des zénes tempérées ne peut supporter le froid
intense des Lapons ni la chaleur ardente de la Guinée, et 1'on
remarque que dans tous les climats, les étrangers sont toujours
les premiéres victimes des maladies qui naissent de I'atmos-
phére, parccque nos organes ne peuvent soutenir une impres-
sion qui agit trop subitement sureux, et, qui leur est étrangére.
Clest de ) qu'un certain dégré de froid, au sortir ’un tems
chaud, nous fera contracter des iodispositions, tandis que la
méme cause en hyver nous semble produireun effet contraire.
Dans les classes inférieures de la scciété, la-privation méme
du nécessaire oblige d’exposer les enfans 3 toutes les intem-
peries de Iair, au-froid, 4 Phumidité, sans qu'il leur résulte
d'inconvenients ; parceque sans le savoir, on a accoutumé de
bonne beure lears organes i recevoir des impressions qui, s’é~
tant souvent répétées, deviennent de nul effet. On voit aus-
si par 1d combien la maniére de vivre influe d'une bien dif-
féremment dans les classes distinctes de la société, puisque ce
qui en moissonne un grand nombre, surtout parmi les eafans,
daos les classes plus relevées, tend au contraire & raffermir
et prémuair le tempérament parmi les pauvres. Il n’ya pas
méme jusqu’aux miasmes déléterds qui ne deviennent impuis-
sants par I’habitude, et les médecins qui sont constamment
exposés i leur action daos les Hdpitaux, comme dans le re-
paire de la misére et de la malpropreté, et qui n’en sont que
trés rarement affectés, nous en fournissent une preusc évie
dente. Le vulgaire pense que les dédecins portent sur eux
des préservatifs contre la contagion et Iinfection, mais le seul
qu'lis possédent, c'est Phabitude ol ilssont d'dtre exposés
sans cesse & Ieur action.

Ces faits s’observent tousles jours-autour de nous, et quoique
beaucoup de philosophes ajent eu occasion d’en parler, il est
étennaat qu'aucun ne sesoit occupé d’en faire nue juste ap-
lication. Le Philosophe de Génere est le seul qui les ait ap-
préciés 3 leur juste valeur, et il est & regretter qua personne

.
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n'ait pris la peine de développer les idées quil en avait con-
gues. Pour uous qui cherclions la vérité sans préventiony
nous avons cru devoir relever un ‘sujet trop néaligé de nos
Jours, et qu'un zéle.ontré I revétic toutes nos connaissances
de l'appareil scientifique, n’a que trop dépouilié de son évi-
dente simpficité.. Ce sont ces considérations qui vont nous
faire entrer dans la recherche des moyens de conserver la
santé, travail que nous avions promis en commengant notre
carriére publique. Nous neunous occuperons pour le mo-
ment que de quelques observations sur inBuence de I'atmos-
phére, nous réservant le soin de développer d'avantage votre
sujet par la suite.

Nous avons dit plus haut que les causes délétéres n'agisseat
gur notre organization, que quandciles sont subites et nouvel-
les, ou en d'autres termes, quand les rapports qui existeot entre
nos organes et les agents extérieurs éprouvent ua changement
soudain. (Il w’est pas nécessaire d’avertir que nons n’entenw
dons pas parler des maladies spontanées, qui ne se rapportent
qu’a des causes purement intéricures 4 nos organes, et qui
sont souvent 'effet naturel de nos fonctions organiques.)

En appliquant cette vérité i la température des climats, il
est facile de se convaincre que la plupart des maladies que les
saisons entrainent sout le résultat du passage subit du chaud an
froid, et vice versd. Lessaisons de hyver et de I'été sont
les points de départ, etles cdeux autres mnous metient i por-
tée drestiiner ct de mesurer la gradation des cffets sur 'orga-
nization, par la transition plus-ou moins rapide de l'une &
Pautee des-deux premiéres.  Avec des hyvers plus modérés,
la température du printems fera naitre moins de dérangements
dans les viscéres abdominaux, et 1a chaleur plus tempérée des
étés rendra moins considérable le tableau des inflammations
et des fiévres nerveuses en aatomae et cn hyver

Yasaison qui vient de passer a €i¢ un des hyvers les plus
temperés que nous ayons observés depnis plusicurs années,
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A Texception de quelques jeurs d'un froid assez infense, tout

Phyver a presque uni{ormémcnt conservé la .tempéfature or-
dinaire de 'automne, d'oil vous pouvons augurer que le prin-
tems sera asscz sain, du moins pour ce-qui regarde les mala-
dies que cctte suison a coutume d'amencr.

Il est uge autre observation digoe Jde fixer {oute notre atten-

tion, c’est la cause des changements qui semblent s’étre opérés

depuis quelques années dans !a rigveur de nos hyvers. Dans
Pimpatience ol I'on s'est trouvé de donner des raisons plus

plausibles de ce phénomine, ons'est accordé i Patiribuer au

défrichcment d’une plus grande étendue deia surface du sol.
Cette hypothtse compte trop d'habiles défeaseurs, pour
qu’il soit possible de lui opposer des arguments victorivux ;
et il cst méme probable que, dansdes vues politiques, on ait
cherché i encourager Pagriculture, en faisant concevoir Ia
flatteuse perspective d’un climat plus doux dans la destruction
de nos immenses foréts. Notre intention v’est pas d’eseayir
a faire disparaitre uve espérance qui se rattache de si prés au
grand intérét général, mais pour celui qui éludie la marche de
la nature dans la naturc réme, aucuse considération étran-
gore & son chjet ne peut entrer pour quelque chose dans ses
recherches.  Cest ici Voccasion de regretter qu'on ne soit
pas en possession d'un état statisque de notre climat, depuis
une série dannces assez considérable, pour nous fournir leg
termes de comparaison quil est indispensable de posséder
pour arriver & des Gornées cerfaines; et cest aussi ce yui doit
engager tous cevx qui prennent intérét aux progres des con-
naissances parmi nous, & se joindre & nous pour prier notre
concitoyen Cclaird, fe Dr. Perravlt, de continuer ses obserra-
tions météorolegiques, dont Mutilité est si Ju<tement 'lpprecwe.
Dans Yabsence de semblailes documents, nons pouvons
consulter Uhiswire, ou plutétla tradition, qui mousapprend
qu avtrefois, lorsque Vetendue de terres cultivées élait loin
d‘ctrc aussi considérable qu'elle nc Pest au_;ourd’hux, ona
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,frégﬂemmcnt.rencontré des hyvers ‘Ij!us tardifs.et Deaucoup
Moins rigoureux que ceux qui ont-immédiatement .précidé
I'année 1825. Depuis la révolution Américaine, les Rtats-
Unis ont tellement] aggrandi le domaine de Lagriculture, que
des étendues iinmenses de terres alors inculles et couvertes dg
foréts, sont devenues des provinces florissantes. I, Etat .de
New-York contient aujousd'hui beaucoup plus du double de
terres défrichées qu'd cet événement n.&morable, cependant en
1821, Ihyver futsi rigoureux, que I'lludson pritd glace, ce
gui n'étoitpas arrivé depuis guarante-cing ans. De méme
sil'on cherche d se rendre raison du pliénoméne gui nons oc.
cupe par les lois de la physique, dans I'hypathése ot lesoleil
est considéré comme le principe de 14 chaleur, il est impossi-
bLle de concevoir comment la dévastation des foréts peut en
aucune mavidre imprimer une direction différente au rayan
lumiacur, et agrandir ou diminuer son angle dliucidence. Au
coatraire, on serait porté i regarder l'aspérité de nos forédts
commne capable de concentrer les rayons, et de produire par
conséquent un plus grand degré de chaleur, que ne l'on ne
pourrait pas regarder comme le produit de Pabsorbiion du
caloric environnant,

Drun autre ¢6té, la température des fordts comparée i celle
des plaines défrichées, est généralement plus élvée en hyser,
tandis quen été elle est moindre ; et quoigue cette derniére
proposition soit assez facile 4 concevoir, les raisons que l'on
doune généralement de la premidre, sont loin d'étre suffisam.
ment démontrées, Les vents de Nord qui glacent nos mois=
sons, sont plus modérés en hyver, que ceux qui nous viennent
du sud ; etil reste encore i comparer dans un espace de tems
dounné, fes variations que le climat peut subir, tant pour la
direction des vents que pour fa température, dans une étendue
de pays cultivé avec celui qui ne Pest pas. Nous ne sommes
pourtant pas éloigné de partager avec le grand nombre, Popi-
njon coutre laquclle leg détails que venous de présenter sem-
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blent militer, mais nous espérons qu'an moyeh des tables mé-
téorologiques que sous désirons continuer de publier, les diffi-
cultés disparaitront aux yeux des observateurs de bonne foi.

Nous donnerons maintenant un appergu des maladies qui
oot prévale daaslz saison dernitére. L’hyver, comme nous
avons déjd eu occasion de le dire, a été trés tempéré ; mais
il ne nous parait pas que c'estd cette cause senle ygel'on doit
attribuerle peun de maladies que I'on a observées. Leunifor-
mité dans la température peut y entrer sans doute pour beau-
coup, mais d'aprés 'idée que nous sommes formée de Pinflu-
ence du climat sur Porganization, il nous a semblé que la tem.
pérature de Phyver devait influer d’avantage sur les maladies
du printemps, et lacondition atmosphérique de 1'été sur celles
de taatomne; Cette opinion n’est pourtant rien moins que
hasardeuse, et c’est 4 Pobservation i en decider Ie mérite, si
toutefois les principes que nous avens émis plus haut, et sur
lesquels elle repose, sont dignes de I'épreuve du raisonnement.
Nous invitons avec instance les personnes plus éclairées 3
prononcer sur cette question dont P'utilité se rapporte i ce qui
oous intéresse de plus pris, la connaissunce des moyens de
conserver la santé.

Le petite-vérole parait avoir pris un régne sédentaire parmi
nous depuis loagtems, ¢t peut-étre que la température de la
saison 0’z pas peu contribué « la rendre plus sévére et plus fré.
quente. Le nombre de personnes quicn sont mortes durant
I'hyver, égale presque celoi de toute uae anuée ordinaire.—
A lapproche du printems, elle est devenue un pen moins fré-
quente, mais elle est encore loin d'étre entiérement disparue,
surtout dans les environs de la ville et dans les faubourgs.

Malgré les nombreux exemples du manque de succés de
la vaccine, elle n'a fait que gagrer du crédit, par les bienfaits
gu'eile a évidemment produits dans uue iufinite de circon-
stances, et par la terreur que les ravages de fa petite-vérole
avait excitée. Néanmoius, il est & regretierque la classe des
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pauvres, qui sont Incapables d'acheter 4 prix d'argent un bien
fait que chacun de nous doit i 1a postérité, soit par 13, privée
d'ec partager les avantages ainsi que les classes plus aisées ;
Car, quoique nous puissons dirc qu’avcun Médecin p'a jamais
refusé de vacciner gratis tous ceux qui se présentent i eux
pour le demander, il n’est certainement pas juste d'exiger
d'une classe d'hommes qui soat obligés de vivre de leur travail,
de faire & eux seuls un sacrifice dans lequel il nont pas plus
d’intérét que toutes les autres classes de lasociété, sans comp-~
ter qu’il n'est pas conforme 3 la morale politique d’abandon_
ner & un petit nombre d’hommes, quelque dégré de patriotisme
qu'on leur suppose, un des intéréts les plus chers a 'élat.—
Nous avons cependant, lieu de nous féliciter des cfforts que
fait la Société de Médecine pour rémédier & ces maux, et nous
espérons qu'elle sera en élat de mettre 3 effet, dans le cours
de I'8t€ prochain, le plan qu'elle a formé pour assurer d’une
maniére efficace les avantages inappréciables de la vaccine 3
toutes les classes de la Société, tant dans les villes que dans
les campagnes.

La Varivloide, ou la petite-vérole modifide et mitigée par
la vaccine, a paruassez fréguemment ; et =i la vaceine a ains
simanqué de préserver méme de cette naladie, on doit en
rapporter la cause aun peu de soin avee lequel ellea été répan-
due depuis quelques années, et surtout au wiode vicieux que
Pon avait adopté pour la propager, lorsque la Législature ap-
propria une somme d'argent pour cet objet.  Mais quoique
la arioloide soit une preuve de V'insuffisance de la vaceine 3
préserver entidrement des altagues de Ia petite-vérole, son
apparition a été peu fréquente cu égard an grand nombre Je
personnes qui ont pris la vaccine, et il n’est pas parvenu & no-
tre connaissance quunscul cas de vurioloide ait été fatal.—
Nous devons pourtant ajouter qu'un Mélecin de cette ville
nous a assuré avoir rencontré deux fois la petite~-vérole con-
fluente, dans deux sujets qui avaient été vaceir.és, et qui song
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morts tous deux. Ces exceptions se rencontrent‘quelquefols,
mais efles sont extrémeinent rares,

La fisere cont! ‘ue s’est montrée dans les faubourgs, et'nous
ignorons:qu’il-s% . soit présentéun seul cas dans Penceinte de-
la ville.- De plus elle parait avoir été limitée & quelques fa-
suilles dans le méme voisinage, ce qui porterait  croire qu'elle
tenait 4 des conditions particulieres au lieu de son invasion,
et c'est ce qui a fait aussi concevoir Vidée de sa nature con-
tagicuse. Parce que des memores d'une famille qui avaient
visité les personnes du voisinage attaquées les premicres de
la fidvre, et (qui ont presquiuussitot aprés contracté la méme
maladie, on s'est imaginé que la contagion avait eu lien en
consequence de cette connexion ; tandis qu’il est proba
ble quer les mémes causes dlinfection qui avaicnt donné
naissance & lanaladie chez les premiéres, 1'aura égalemen®
fait naitie chez les autres, indépendamment de cette commue
nication. .

Les médecins sont souvent appelés & répondre & 1a ques-
tion, savoir, sila maladie qu'ils traitent est contagieuse, ou
si elle peut se-communiquer d'une personne qui en est atteinte
i une qui estsaine. Nous pensons que dans tous les cas ol
il n'existe pas un virus spécifiquement contagienx, capable de
produire la maladie indépendaminent de toute autre condie
tion, comme -luns la petite-vérole, 1a rougeole, il est, du de-
voir de Yhomme de Part de donner une réponse négative,
wttendu que la terreur seule entre souvent pour beaucoup
dans la production des ficvres.

Nous devons ajouter que la fievre que nous avons observée
durant I'hyver, nous a para devenir plus fréquente 4 I'ap~
proche du printems, sans pourtant augmanter en malignité.
Llle n’a présenté aucun caractére particulier dans les symp.:
témes ni dans le traitement, st ce n'est que la saignée a été
rarement néeessaire, sans qu'il y ait eu non plus une tendence
bien pronoucée au typhus, . . :
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On nous informe aussi que les rhiimatismes ont été beau-
coup élus fréquents duns la saison derniére qwils ne Pavaient
été duns les précédentes. Nous ne pouvonsen parler d'aprés
notre propre connaissance, ma’- sous tenons le fait d'un con-
frére éclaizé dont la pratique est trés étendue, et qui observe
avec jugement et atteation.

Durant 'hyver, les accouchcments ont ¢té particuliéres
ment longs et luboricux, mais ce qui est digne d’étre remar~
qué, c'est que, d'apres les infurmations que nous avons puie
sée de tous les accoucheurs de cette ville, tous s'accordent &
dire qu'ils n’ont pas rencontré unz sewle iidvre puerpérale du-
rant toute la saison, et généralament les couches ont été heu-
reuses, Un acenucheur qui dans 10 aus n'avait observé que
cinq wmbraliu, cn a rencontrd deux dans Ie cours de Vhyver.

Ce qui nous engage surt)ut & parler de ces sortes de malas
dies, cest principalement pour nous donner oceasion de dire
ui mot de 1'ergot, qui, d’aprés les suceds deécités qu'il a pro-
curds, doit étre regard comme une des plus heurevses dée
couvertes des modernes, du moins pour ce qui reguarde le
grand nombre d’sccidents ue ce puissant reméde nous met
4 portée de vaincre, et pour lesquels il n'ya pas de substitut
dans toute lu maticre medicale.  Nous allons rapporter quels
ques observations qui nous ¢té communiguges pac des prati-
ciens treés distingués de cette ville, et sur le jugem:nf des
quels on peut comptee avec assurance.

© Une dame dernidroment venue ¢ Ecosse, avait 6té assistée
daus cing couches prédédentes pur les plus habiles Chirors
gicns I’Edinbourg et de Londres, et dernicrement aussi- §
Montréal, et dans chacune cile avait towjours failli pé.ir d'hé,
morrhogie. Le terme e sa sixidme grossasse nfrivé, ella
appele un Melecin de cette ville quielle prévieat de cette cire
gonstance, Liacconchear se tenant sur ses gardes, admia
nistra, au moment ot e fétus apparat & Pos externum, 46
graius gl’erx-;ot, qui ranimerent les douleurs, Le placenta fus
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extrait facilement, etd ln grande surprise de ces proches ct
d’elle-méne, il ne s"en suivit aucune hémorrhagie alarmante.
Dans une autre occasion, au septidme mois de gestation,
survint une hémorrhagie considérable syivie de syncope, et
des autres symptdmes anuoncant un danger imminent.—
Quelques duses répétées dergot produisirent bicnl(‘gi l'és’acu..
ation du contenu del’utérus, et tous ies accidens disparurent.
Quoique l'ergot soit d’un avantage inappréciable, nous
devouns prévenir le praticien contre les dangers qu'il y a de
Yemployer sans beaucoup de réserve ot de jugement.

LA SOCIETE DE MEDECINE DE QUEBEC.

L*époque qui a vu naitre une association dont le but est de
cultiver et de perfectionner Part de soulager 'humanité, mé-
rite d'étre appelée ]2 plus importante de toutes celles domy
Yhistoire scientifiyue du Canada f2ra mention. La réunion
&’un certain nombre de personnes exercant les mémes fone™
tions publiques, entraine avee clle cette fraternité qui est s;
dsésirable etsiasantageuse dans toutes les classes de la Société,
Cest dans ces occasions que le Médecin ressent e noble or-
gueil de paraitre digne du précienx dépdt Gui luiest confié;
et tandis qu'il profite par les lumitres des autres, il voit dans
chacun de ges confréres sutant de juges campétens, dont Fo-
pinion est dautant plusrespectable, quelle ne peut étre dictée
que par des motifs puisés dass intérét commun.

Eloizné du théatre de ses opérations journaligres, qui song
une source si ficonde de ruptures et d'altercations personzcl-
Tes ; livré tout catier 3 Pobjet qui Iapptle auprés de ses con-
fréres, Ie praticien n'éprouve plusle besoin de prostituer tout
ce qui n'cst pas conforme aux préjugés du vulgare, pour ace
quérir un crédit éphiémére qui n'est pas plus durable que les
saprices Uz }csqucls il cst fopdé, Ici point de cox‘xtra:ntcaﬂ
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de déguisements ; an contraire, tout Y'invite 3 paraitre tel
qu'il est, du moins tel qu'il doit &tre.

C’est donc avec raison fue cette Société doit étre envisagée
sous un point de tuc agréable, par tous deux qui prennent in-
térét 4 lavancement, i Vhonncur de notre profession, et d Ia
cause de Phumanits ; et si nous avons lieu de nous aftendre
qu'en entreprise aussi utile recevrait appui de fous ceux qui
y sont le plus immédiatement intéressés, nous avorsle plai-
sir de voir gue Pindifférence prononcée avee laquelle la plus
part de nos publicistes I'ont accueillie, na pas en Deffet ée
ralentir Ie zéle de ceux qui devaicent lui assurer un patvonage
durable et contribuer & son Iounble objet.

Lascience de la Medicine renferme dansson enccinte plu-
sieurs des intéréis les plus chers & I'état, mais ccux qui en
sont les dépasitaires sont toujours en trop petit nombre, en
proportion de Ia population, et les préjugés contre lesquels
ils ont sans cesse 4 lutter sont pour la plupart si profondé-
ment enracinés, vit qu'il est presque toujours impossible que
I'opinion du vulgaire puisse tenir le pasavec les améliorations
qui se font tous les jours dans notre art, gque nous levrions
avoir lieu de compter sur Yopinion de la classe éclairée,
comme le moyea le plus sar de fraver Ja voie des difTicultés
quon peut sattendre d éprouverde la part de ceux pour qui
Botre profession est un vrai mystére.  Silon jette les yeux
vers I'ancien continent, on verma que les grands et Jes rois
méme, se sont acquis ua nouveautitre de gloire, en devenant
les protecteurs immédiats de ces instiwtions si famenses de
nos jours, mais dont Porigine n"apas ¢té plus brillante que
celle qui vient de naitre au milien de nous.

En nous rapprochant encore plus de noire sujet, nous de-
vous ici rendre homage au zédle delriré avec lequrl les mem-
bres distingués de notre Profession se sont empressés 3 pre~
dre part dans cette institution dont I'utilité s’est déja manifes-
tée dans 'union ct la fraternité parmi tous ceus qui la compo-

sent.
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De plus, les séances de la Société ont tovjours ié irés nome
breuses, et & peiae na des membres a-t-il encore mangué une
sevle fois de sc rendre & son sidge. Les sujets les plus im-
portants pour I'art et pour l'intérét de Phumanité, y ont été
traités avec une habileté et ua succés bien propres ) commaa-
der,. sinon le respect, du moios V'attention de ceux que nous
nous plaisons & regarder comme nos mailres, et capables de
zous fair chérir Ja flaitcuse espérance qulavec de tels élé-
ments, le Canada fournira bieatdt ses Cooper, ses Dupuytren,
ses Physick. &c.

Dans un pays ot nous avons tout 3 créer, et ot Ja populu-
tion estencore en pélit nombre, il est nécessaire que l'opi-
nion publique se fasse eniendre sur toute les instilutions qui
naissent dans son sein; et comme la société de DMédecine
compte déji les suffrages de nos concitoyens les plus distin-
gués par leurs lumitres nous espérons que quand ses opéra-
tions seront rendues publiques, on aora lien de se féliciter
d'avoir donné 3 une entreprise aussi évidemment utile Vappui
que son louable objét derail lui mérifer.



RAPPORT DE L'udTEE-DIED, Al d

Ilotcl-Dicu de Qu;'bec.

Rapports des maladies admises & 1'Hétel-Dieu, depuis le ler

Octobre jusquau 31 Déeembre 1S96.

. Malades & I'LIspital le 30 Septembrescs...,... I3

Malades admis durantles trois mois. ... .... e« 96—111

Renvoyés, GUErIS.ccovstseecnseccaacaens. 75

Soulages,. veieieoeieiienicotnttennsan. 3

Morts,eeieseeiensneiionieces sonneaeaes B

Malades maintenant dans I'Hépital,.. .. ......27

Catholiques.,...... S8

Protestans. . ceves..23—111

3IALADIES ADMISESe

Typhus,

Tievre continue,

Variole,

Inflammation des poumons
aigué du foie
chronique
des intestins
des venx

de Piris

des bronches
Augine tonsillaire

|

|

|

Rhumatisme aign
Ersipéle de la jumbe
Asthme

Catarrhe

Diarrhée

Hystérie

1

£ Gy bt bt et + 1O DO 1D b4 ity €O OO e OO 1O

Amenorrhée 3
Aunasarque 5
Ascite 1
:Hydropisie de poitrine 1
;Consomption 2
Dysurie 2
Retention d’urine 2
Fistule au périnée 1
Anévrysmedelaridre poplitéel

Concussion de lu motle épi-
niére 1
Fracture composée delajambel
¢ du bras 1
Panaris "2
Contusions 1
Ulcéres 12
—

Total 96
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Le malade sur lequel M. Parant a opéré pour lanévrysme
de Y'artére poplitée, est dans un état de conralescence et sur
1e point d’é:re renvoyé. Joserir Morrey Médecin.

Josepm Pagraxr Chirurgien,

ELe retour ci-dessus vous étant parvenu trop tard pour pa<
raitre en Janvier dernier, nous avons été contraint d’en re-
mettre la publication jusqu’li ce jour. J—Ed.

Quarterly Sick: Report of the [lotel-Dien of Quebec.
(January, February, and Mareh 1827))
Remaining last in Hospital 27
Since admitted 53
Hydro Tharax 1)
Phihisis Uepatica 2
Pulmonalisl §7 deathse

Died, 7
\n asarca 2
Deliriam Tremens!

‘o [ Cired 83 [y c
Discharged, - | Relieved, {Llccra Inveterzt, <
Totul rematning in lIosp.hl 16

METEORCLOGICAL TABLE.
For THE wixTCR oF 1827, .
Kept by Dr. G, N, Perrault, at his house, No. 5, Fubris
que Street, Upper Town, Qucbec.

DECEMIBER 182 G

oz TuERVONE R WINDS. | arwosenene.
IS¢ -

= g S4.01.8 roiS P {3 A3 Pl S P-)l.;S A- a8y 8w M.
——

oot ¥ je0l 18 [N FIN ES W smow [snow |clondy
23 8 1101 8 INWINWNW cioudsliloudyiclear
o4 34 sl O [NW.NTNWlklear [clear [clear
a3l |30 j—5 1—8 [N WIN W.N W lclesr Jclear [clear
261 615,20 ININ EN Lrnow \HOW  [300W
7 118 |14, 8 IN ES W.N Widoudylsnow [clear
28 Gl -8 |—2 {—6 NWN WIN W snow [clear cloudy
ggi 13 [—1 ‘-—6 N\\’iN\\’!\J Wiclear [cl-ar [ciear
20; o 5] 6 N EN E cloudylcloud) [snow
3110 18716 N L‘\T B‘N leoud' clouds [suow
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g DISEASES AD'\HTTLD;

Febris contmua Communis ‘Icte:‘ua 1
————Intermittens 2\ Tussis 3
dastritis 2| Dyspepsia 5
- Rhumatismus 9 Delivium Tremens 1
Peripneamonip 1 IAuu.norrnhaa. 2
Cynunche Tonsillaris Constipatio 3
Puarotideea l Vlscer.ﬂ obstructions, 14

Phthisis Pulinonalis 2'Embarras Gastriques }
Hepatica SiPsoriasis 1
Ophthalmia 2ilens Phagedenic 1
Catarrhus S Taveterat, 2
Dysenteria 1, Eresipelas 1
Diarrhoea 4 Herpes] 1
Hydro-Thorax 1:Abscessus 2
Ascites otfumor 1
Anusarca 2, Fractura Humeri ‘1
83

Jos, Parxcmato, Physician,
W.A. Hav, Surgeon,

.

METEOROLOGICAL TABLE.

FOR THE WINTLR OoF 1S27.
Kept at Montreal, and copied from the Montreal Herald,
DECEMBER 1596,

'm TUERMOMETL . BAROMLETLR.

oy ATMOSPHERE.
SBldacw, |37 A M |3 N

2220 4 27 X 29 53 |29 51 |—TFair.

23| 0« 8 X 49 759 89 [—Fuir,
241 X |8 ¢« |30 17 | 30 923 |—Tair,
10 — 5 « 30 46 { 30 S5 [—Snow.
26:15 X 35 ¢« 29 88 | 29 63 [—Fair.

7] 0 ¢ 4 € 29 55 | 29 53 |—Snow.
(13 — 9 — 20 76 | 26 89 |—Yair.
29:18 — G ¢ 30 19 | 29 929G —Iair,
305 — [6 ¢« {50 21|30 15 |—Fuir,
U8 X ji4 ¢« 130 0930 01 |~Snow,
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~
(N

JANUARY 1827. “

a“',‘: THERMUMETER. WINDS, ATMOSPUERE, )
E;J 2 3 A.1.3 £.a.8 pa3iL 8 43LS PALS P 8 A M. 3 rp.M. 8 r.m,
1 ag | 71 32 N LN FIN Esnow [snow |cloudy
of }354}3L) 2 N EN MW rin |cloudy|cloudy
3 12117116 N “a “_ S‘ Wicloudy snowr [cloudy
ap| 6114} 6 S WS WINA cloudy clear jclear
5§ 4§ 81 9 NWNWS W clear cloudyiclear
6 | 14721} 18 S WS WS WY clear clear jclear
7 16 i 17 i 16 a “.I'} 1‘3 W clear .clear Iclear
S 12 1 30 2 3 “<R EiS  Eclear jcloudyjelear
9| a2 1 30§ 26 N l‘:l;\\v EIN B clear clear iclear
10, |22 26 | 26 N E° EIN F. cloudy clondy snow
1 2432130 § Epd L s 1 cloudy clouds Euloudy
12 96 ;22 | 20N BIN L|s E clowly suow’ lcloudy
130) 18] 21§ 2@ ‘N l’,!." D NE :cloud_\l loudsjsnow
14‘] o4 {28 | 2413 F-D_ “. NW i1.:]0111.1}1 qear lclear
135 $1 1212 NWNWNAW clear Jelear fclear
16 16116116 N E'N E N E ,snow j.uow snow
17 4410, 4 NV NWNWisnow ::loud)!clenr
‘13‘ sl 0o} 2. NWN W N W clowdtinow 'cloudy
3o —41 2] 0 NWiIN WX Wicloudysuow jcloudy
20: —5 =3 j—} N \\':.\" \'*: N Wiclear clear lelear
o) €i—0 0 {—3 N WIN W.N Wiclear ;clunr clear
a3 | 03101 83 W WS Wodoudyclear fcloudy
g3 1101 16| 14 |N 13 WS Wiclouds cloudy.clear
ey jre|16 )12 3 WN Es Wlsnow iclewr jclear
a5 4] 16 | 12§35 w3 ES Wicleur ielear |clear
o5 ‘ool 8212 |x B3 BN Ejcdeudylcloudylcloudy
9; . 28] Y04 27 |N 1;‘.\' EN I lcloud) cloudi cloudy
og {31f36138([NLESWS E !suow feloudysnow
Qg! 17| 18|10 .\'\\'.\’W,N\V clear lclear :clear
30, gl 111108 BN ENW/|clear lsnow lcear
31 5 { 15 16 |3 WiN L‘N E |cloudycloudy cleay
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JANUARY.
K] . THERMOMETER, BAROMETER.
K —_— —_— ATMOSPHERE.
al7am | 3p.M.|7TAam |3p M
17 X {2l x (30 oL 20 76 |—Snow.
2013 45 (16 ,, [28 89 (28 97 |—Snow.
3] 14 9 21 ’ 29 39 29 43 -—Fair.
413 « |10 ,, |29 89 |30 Ol |_—Fair.
51 4 — |14 , [30 27 |30 21 |—_Fair,
613 X |3 ,, |30 23 |30 29 [|—Fair.
71 O 12 ,, |30 4L |30 40 |—Fair.
gl 1 16 4, |30 38 |30 42 |—Fair.
G 4 ., 21 Y 30 46 30 35 -—SﬂOWo
10122 5 [ 23 5 30 34 30 29 |—Fair,
11424 » | 3¢ ,, |30 31 {30 27 |—Fair.
19128 5 |28 4, {30 12 R9 29 |—Fair.
1317 5 | 21 ,, |29 81 29 87 |—Snow.
1415 5 |19 ,, 29 93 |30 12 |—Fair.
1] 2 5 [12 ,, |30 85 |30 27 |—Fuir.
16 4 5 |18 4 29 79 [29 68 [—Snow.
171 1 5 0 ,, 129 67 [29 79 |—Stormy.
1812 —| 2 — 129 £9 19 8% |—Fair,
1o —| 1 — (29 76 {29 91 |—Fair.
oafts —{ 3 — 130 09 {30 12 }—~Fair.
eij17 X | 1 — 30 17 130 25 |~Fair-
2} o 20 X (30 21 30 18 [|—Fair.
2} 5 X 13 , (30 08 [30 04 [—Fair.
2411 ,, |23 , (80 07 [30 17 |—Fair.
o5 7 — |19 4, (30 19 [29 93 |—Fair.
26115 4 {43 , (29 73 [29 66 |—Snow.
21122 5, [31 4 [29 63 (29 54 [—Snow.
26133 ,, | 39 ,, (29 48 (29 60 |-—Snow.
24420 5, |2 , |29 99 {30 21 |—Fair.
3] 2 4, |10 4, |30 45 |30 42 |—Snow,
3t 4 ,, {13 , |30 36 'S0 29 |—Snow.
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FEBRUARY.

—— ————-——EL
g |z | THERMOMETER. WINDS. ATMOSPHERE.
<8 )
A| & IZa.m.3 p.M, 8P.M,(SAM.SP.M.1 P.M (8 A, M. S P, M, 8P M/
1 2 (12 | 12 [N W|N WiN Wiclear |clear |cloudy
2 14 | 24 | 24 |3 W|N E|N E|cloudy|cloudy|cloudy
3/ D] 22|26 | 16 3 WS WIN wiclear |cloudy|clear
4 |—5 8 3 INWINW NW clear |clear |clear
5 8| 18| 20 {3 WS W|S Wiclear [snow icloudy
6| |12 19| 14 [3 WIS WIN Wiclear [clear |clear
7 11394 | 26 3 W3 WIS Wisnow [snow [snow
g [ 811q4| 65 WIS WINWiclear |cloudy|clear
ol |—61| 4| 6 |NWNWNW,clear [clear [clear
10l |12 |24 | 18 [N E|N ES Wisnow [cloudy|cloudy
11| 18| 8| 0|N ES WIN Winow |snow |cloudy
12| |25 |—6 |—2 |N W|N W|N Wiclear |clear [snow
13 8118 | 14 S W|S WS Wicloudy|cloudy|cloudy"
14 211 4 N WIN W|N Wiclear |clear [clear
15 2| 26| 24|S WS WIN Tclaar [clear [cloudy
16| |32 | 33| 31 [N-EIN EIN Elsnow [cloudy|cloudy’
17 10 | 10 | 16 |N WIN WIN Wiclear |clear |clear
12/¢| 20 | 30 | 24 {N EIN EIN Eicloudy[snow snow
190 |12 {18 | 10 |{S W|S W|N Wisnow [snow |[clear

20 1|15 15 [N W|N W|N W clear |cloudy|cloudy’

21| | 26|32 24 (S W[5 WIN Elcloudy|cloudy/snow

99! |23 | 32| 24 [N EJN ES Wisnow [cloudy|cloudy

93 8124 225 WIN EN Elclear {snow [snow

24 95 | 84 | 24 |8 W3 WIS Wicloudy|clear [clear

2500l 17 | 28| 28 [S W|3 WIN Elclear [clear icloudy

26 29 | 34| 30 |5 W3 W|S Wiclear [clear |clear .

a7l | 24| 84| 28 [N EIN E|N Eiclear |cloudy|cloudy

28 35| 42 | 34 |N E[3 W|S Wirain |clear clear’
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FEBRUARY.
| THERMOMETER. BAROMETER.
g ATMOSPHERE.
Q7 Ao M. |3 pom. |7 Ae Ma | 3 Pe M.
117 — 11 X (30 29 {30 81 |—Fair,
210 X ley ¢« |30 35 129 90 |—Fair,
326 ¢ 36 ¢« (29 71 |29 96 |—Fair,
42 — 12 « |30 22 [380 37 |—Fair,
5l 0 1o ¢ 130 19 [29 94 |—Fair.
611 X {98 ¢ (29 83 |29 89 [—Fair.
7118 ¢« 30 ¢ 30 06 [29 95 |—Fair.
8i30 % 32 ¢« l29 71 30 06 |—Fair.
98 — {10 -+ {30 36 (30 16 |—Fair.
194 X o1 <« |29 %5 [29 69 |—Fair.
11) 4 « 4 € |29 49 (20 67 |-~Stormy,
1220 — (10 % {29 97 (29 86 |—Fair.
132 X [16 ¢ 29 76 |99 69 |[—Snow.
14/ 7 ¢« j24 <« |30 13 (30 21 |—Fair
15/ 9 ¢« 30 ¢« |30 31 |80 07 |—Snow.
1625 ¢« |37 ¢ |29 78 |29 62 |—Fair.
I7l0 ¢« 34 ¢« |29 85 |29 79 |—Fair,
1885 ¢ 41 ¢« {99 71 129 59 |—Rain.
19| 8 % l17 & 199 68 [29 97 |—Snow,
20012 ¢ |26 ¢ 130 21 (29 99 |—Snow.
21123 % 136 ¢ 29 86 |29 43 |—Snow.
22127 ¢ 383 ¢« (29 08 |29 27 |~Fair.
2310 ‘¢ 6 ¢ 129 81 |29 79 |—Snow,
24/ 8 ¢ 34 ¢« 199 92 |29 91 |—Fair,
2518 ¢ i30 ¢« 39 89, {29 93 |—Fair.
26129 |49 ¢ |29 98 |29 07 [—Fair,
2723 ‘¢ |49 * 30 16 30 11 |—Fair,
98137 % 47 % |99 91 30 73 |—Fair.
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MARCH.

8 x THERMOMETELR, WINDS, © ATMCSPHERE,

2 g SAMI PSS PMISAN3 P SrniS A M S, M. S PN,
"1 27 128 {24 S WIN Eg.\} Ficleay ‘clear %c!oudf
2 23 {98 {26 IN EIN ES Wisnow !snmv cloudy
3l 126 j25 | 14 |S W[5 WN Widoudy clear ic!ear
4 1 2116 |18 INWIS WS Wiclear clear  [cloudy
5,116 |33 [ 28 ¥ WIS W& Widlear clear  jcloudy
6 130 {43 | 36 [N EIN E N Elcicar clear 'cloudy
7} 132 134 |34 IN EIN EN Llsnow snow ‘main

8 120 132 {95 IS WIS W3 Winow cdear lelear
9y {16 {33 ] 30 IS WIS WS Wielear ‘clear  icicar
6] 116 135 § 28 S W[ WIS Wiclear ‘dlear lclear
n 20 126 |52 IS W5 WiS Wiclear clear ‘clear
120 133 142 {33 'N S EN FEcoudy rain  lleet
135G 34 136 {22 N IS WiS Wideet slect  istormy
14p (28 136 132 S WIS WS Wiclear cloudy cloudy
150 |32 142 | 34 1S WIS W 5 Wicoudy cloudy ‘cloudy
167 |32 !38 {32 I8 WIS WIS Widcar clear jclear
7 24 156 |52 INWR WiS Widlear iclear |clear
18 10 134 |34 N EIN E N Xicloedysnow lsnow
19| |35 {40 |e6 IS W Wl'i\l\\' clear sclear lelear
20,31 32 1496 {18 iS WIN WINW clerr {elear clear ,

NOTICE TO NATURAL THILGSCPIERS,

Auy docemes t.hovever vnworthy of netice it may npprag,
velative fo the state of the aimosphicre, ar to the prevailing
diseases in any part of cer country, at all scazons of the ‘year,
will be thuukinliy and gratefully 1cceived by the Xditor of
this Josinal,  Sech s wight be disposed to comply withsthis
request, will be presented with a complete set of instruments
for the purpoce, with also svitable divections and formule by
which tiis Inkour way brcome a very instructive amuzementy
without ot casioning neither treuble vor eapence. L.

Nothing iu this department will be void of jnterest for the
Medical Jeurnaly whether in the shape of note o (Jl}acqfi:;'a"
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MARCH.

‘w| THERMOMLTLR. BAROMETER.

£l . ATMOSPIERE.
Sl4aow i3 w7 A w3

T3 X ho.X o st Bo 17 |—Fair )
a2l ¢ 39 ¢ {80 0S8 {29 89 [---Snow.
511 ¢« lwe « |30 06 30 91 |—Fair.

45 « 30 ¢ 30 42 130 34 |.--Fair.
514« lio « [so 98 30 9 |---TFain

629 ¢ 16 ¢ 130 07 k9 93 |—I%uir

-23 ¢ 38 g 73 !‘39 68 ---Rain.

¢ar ¢ o ¢ 29 Sl 29 89 |---Tair,
G4 §5. ¢ 29 9l 29 g5 |..-TFair,
w20 ¢l ¢ 19 97 29 g4 (--.TFair.
i1ts « 152 ¢ 30 Ol 29 97 |---Fain
TR B9 ¢ |29 78 |99 46 |---Rain.

1232 ¢ 50 ¢ {29 37 199 41 [---Snow.
1420 « 33 o« @0 51 99 48  |---Snow,
1526 ¢ i35 ¢ 9 46 199 51 |..-Snow,
1622 ¢ 13 ¢ & 73 199 95 ---Fair.,

e ¢ 54 ¢ |30 11 130 07 ([---Fair.
1833 « 58 « |29 97 Q9 73 |..-Snow & Rain.
lol3g ¢ |45 & 29 66 |29 S5 |.--Tair. ‘
sof16 « 12« 80 13 130 297 l-.Fuir

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

The communication from the Montreal General Hospital,
which we announced in our last, was returned to its author
with the request that he would obtain the sanction of the Med-
ical board of that cstablishment for thus one pubiishing of their
cases, which we suppose has been rcfused, since we have
heard no move of it

‘We beg leave to acquaint our Correspondents, that all
communications must be sent before the close of the month
preceding that of the publication, and in order the better to
facilitate the correspoudeuts without occasioning precipitas
tion in the typographical Jabours, this Journal will appear,
2hout the middie of cach quarterly moath,



EXTRACT FROM THE LQNDON TIMES.,
5th February, 1827.
The late Mr, Ellerby, and disscction of dead bodics.
To the Editor of the Times. A

Sin,~—1 enclosc you an extract from the will of the late
Mr. Bllerby, surjcon, of New DBroad-street. You will see
that it is dictated with a warm spirit of devotion towards the
science he professed, and there can be no doubt but ils pub-
lication will have a tendency te diminish the prejudices exist-
ing in the public mind against post mortem cxaminalions.

1 remain, Sir, your obedient.

¢ For the guidance and insiruction of thoce whem I may
appeint as the exccutors of this my last will, I do here set
down what my wish is concerning the disposal of my body.
After my deceass, I request (o be placed in a very plaia shell
or coflin, with all pos:ible dispatch ; that my fiiends and ac-
quaintances be assembled as soon as convenient, and prefer~
ring to Dbe of some use after my death, I do will, wi-h, beg,
pray, aud desire, that at the couclusion of such meelings of
my friends and acquaintances, and at which I particulatly
wish those medical friends who have so kindly attended me
throuzh my long illaess to bz preseat, Lo be held at the house
at which I may have breathed my last.  That the shell or
coffin in which I inay be laid, be placed in a plain hearse,
wilh directions for it to be taken {o Mr. Kiernan's or some
dissecting-rosm of an approved anatomical school, followed
simply by the mcdical men in oue or two plain coaches, and
that they do there examine it to their full satisfaction, taking
away such parls as may be of pathological utility ; after which
that the remains be dissccled, or made whatever use of the
dsatomical teacher of such school may thik proper.
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«¢ This I do as a last tribute to @ scieace which I have de«
lighted in, and to which I now regret that [ have contributed
so little ; butif this example which I have set and design for
my professional brethren, be only followed to the extent I
wish, I am satisfied that much good to science will result from
it ; for if medical men, instead of taking such care of their
precious carcasses, were to set the cxample of giving their
own bodies for dissection, the prejudice which exists in this
country «gainst anatomical examinations, and wkich is increas-
ing to such an alarming degree, would soon be done away
with, and sciznce proportionably benefitted, as the obstacles
were thus removed.  Nay, so far do I thiak this a dufy ioe
cumbent upon one calering (he profession, that I would have
it, if possible, framed into a law, that, on takieg an examina-
tion ata public coilege for licence to practise, whether physic,
surgery, or pharmacy, it should be made a sinc qud non, that
every one taking such liceace, should enter into a specific a-
grement that his body should, after his death, bocome the
property of his survising brethren, under regulations instituted
by authority.”

[After this follows the distribution of the diflerent parts of
the body to the medical tien who atteaded him in his last ill-
uess ; such parts beiag those only, which, from the particular
studies of each, were supposed by Mr. Eilerby, to haye to
such of them a pecuiiar interest.]
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