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PRESBYTERIAN.

FoLLowina CHRIST,—*“A manuel for
church members,” by Joseph B. Strattom,
D. D., is one of the recently published,
and one of the best issues of the Presby-
terian Board. It isasolid, earnest work,
clearly and tersely written, and will be
found of great practical value. It treats
of Christian life under all circumstances
and in all ‘phases of it. It is well filled
with Zpractical, common sense, adviece,
and presented in such 2 way as to be
most interesting as well as inatructive.
We would class it among the few booka
that should be found in every home,
‘Where the means of the family can af-
ford but few, it is well worthy a place
as one of them. Itis well printed, in
large, clear type. Price seventy-five
cents, at]McGregor & Knights.

Jupce GreEnes NoTe Book,-By Mary

Miller, published by the Presbyterian

ard, has just appeared. It concludes
a series, called the ‘‘Reformation Series,”
It is written as its name indicates in the
style ofa diary or notes by a traveller,
for the benefit of some young friends.
He first visits London, tells of what he
sees there, and gives some intcresting
stories of by gone days, of some of the
martyrs and their times. Then he visits
Paris, describes some of ite grand build-
ings, and interweaves in a charming man-
ner the stories of reformation times as
connected with the history of these bwuild-
ings. Thus he travels through the prin-
cipal cities of Switzerland, to Rome, back
to the Netherlands and through Germany,
visiting many of the historic cities, such
as Antwerp, Brussels, Dort, Utrecht,
Strasburg, Nuremburg, Spires, Augs-
burg, Erfurt, Wittemburg, Worms, etc.
and pictures as he goes some of the
sccnes  that took place in them in
counection with the Reformation. The
book is written in an attractive style. It
gives in small compass much information
concerning reformation times and s cal-
culated to whet the appetite for the study
of history and more especially the history
of Christianity. \When the books for
young people, consist in such great mea-
sure, of stories of boys and girls who
never lived, it is a positive pleasure to
be able to point at times to story books
at once interesting and true, books which
attract and interes., and at the same
time instruct. Price $§1.15 at McGregor
& Knight's.

It is a shame for a rich Christian man
to be like a Christmas box that receives
all. and nothing can be got out of it till
it is breken in pieces.—Dr. Jokn Hall,
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The whele receipts by our Treasurer
for Forcign Misesione, during the past
year, were $17,707.55, the largest sum
ever raised in any one yecar, by the or-
dinary contributions in the Maritime Pro-
vinces. The whole expenditure for the
year was $18,117.55, or but 410.00 more
than the receipts, the income of the year
as stated in our last issue very nearly
covering the expenditure. This is all
the more cheering when we remember
that there were two or three special de-
mands upon the Fund last year, which
would more than make this balance, As
& church we have great reason for grati-
tude in reviewing tMggars work for For-
eign Missions.

The Story of Missions, though getting
to be an old, ‘old,story, is ever uew. Mis-
sionaries are with us nearly every year,
telling of what God hath wrought among
the Gentiles, and instead of wearyfog
of it there seems to be a growing
interest in the work. Mr. and Mrs,
McKenrie came home, the first faces we
had aeen from the New Hebrides for many
years, and all listened with deep and
deepened interest to the story of God's
work there. Robertson and wife were
with us soon after, and the attentien
flagged not but grew, with increased
knowledge, and now that the Annands
are with us after their dozen yesrs with
the heathen, large gatherings welcome
them and bear their story of the tri-
umphs of the croes. The ctory of other
things soon grows old, but that ot Christ
coming to save sinners, and that of sin-
ners, heathen, coming to the Saviour are
ever new, ever dear, to the Chaistian

THE CALENDAR OF THB RRESBYTERIAN
CoLLEGR, HALIFAX—has been received,
giving full information with regard to
the working of the college, the subjects
of study for the different years, the
examination papers of last year, shewing
the thorough work done at the institu-
tion, etc., All students who require te
pass the Board of examiners are to notify
Rev. R. Laing. The examiners meet
Oct. 3lst.

Any student wishing full information
can get a calendar by writiog to any of
the professers.

One thing about this calendar can be
truly said, viz., that as a faithful exhibit
of what the College really is, it has few,
if any, equals, while the college which it
represents, in breadth of study covered,
and thoroughness of work done, will com-
pare favorably with the best colleges in
the land. It is te be hoped that the at-
tendanee of last winter will be followed
by a still large. number the comiung ses-
sion.

A singular conincidence, singular,
speaking  after the manner of men, but
really a etriking instance of the workin
of Providence, took plaee at a meeting o.
the F. M. Committee, Western Section,

& few days since.

Rev. J. Fraser Campbell was address
ing the committee an &l:.ding for an-
otger missionary to Indis. Following
that, a letter was read from the congre-
gation of 8t. Paals Church, Montreal,
offering to ;?:xm"bln‘toeé in addition to their
present giving, & year to support
another glminsiom.ry in Indis. At the
same meecting there was present a young
man, Mr. R. C. Murray ot Pistou Co.,
Nova Scotis, who has just completed his
studies, and offered himself for Forej,
Work. After conferenpe with him
Comumittee arvointed him to the post.
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We call Britain ‘‘the old country,”
“the mother country,” etc. Presbyteri-
ans for the moet part look to Scotland as
the land of their fathers. Until recent-
ly, next to the news of our own church,
that of the Scottish Churches had for our
people the deepest interest. This state
of matters is changing. The interest is
being transferre | to the neighboring re-
public. and the great Presbyterian
church there. A generation since there
were many living ties binding people to
Scotland, few binding them to the Unit-
ed States. Now, the state of matters is
completely reversed. There are few liv-
ing ties between us and Scotland. Few
of our people have near relatives or
friendz there. The tide of emigration
from the Old land now goes farther West,
and South, while Scotland dear to us only
as the land of history and tradition. On
the other hand when we look toward the
United States by what a manifold cord
are we drawn thitherward. Few fam.
ilies in all our church that have not their
living representatives there. Scarce a
member of our church in these Provinces,
but has one or more strong, living ties,
binding to the United States. Our in.
terest in Church work and progress thore
should correspond to these ties, as upon
the purity and progress of religion there
dependsto some extent the welfare of
our friends. The success of their Home
M.ssionary opera‘ions,means the carrying
of the gospel the more speedily to our ab-
sent ones in the far West.

The news of the death of Rev. Charles
Fraser comes with startling suddennesa.
A few weeks before his death he met with
the Pictou Presbytery, and was deeply
interested in the Mission Fields on the
Rastern Shore of Guysborough County.
He purposed with true miasionary spirit
going to labor for a time there witha
view of building up a congregation. He
was then the picture of strength. Bat his
work was done, Work while it is called

to-day.

Christ could send ten thousand angels
to tell the heathen the way of salvation,
but He has couferred the honor of doing
80 upon us.

Rev. A. B. Dickie writes as follows: —

* In my sketch of Princetown congre-
ﬁnthﬂ I stated that three jubilees were

eld in the Presbyterian Church. I made
a mistake. I omitted Mr..Crowe’s jubi-
lee. If not too late; would you inmsert in
the puangh concerning jubilees, Rev.
T. S. Crowe’s, Maitland, held in 1885.”

Weregret that the above note came too
late to make the required cerrection.

The Christians of one age cannot be
better than those of any other age, for
they are all sinners saved by grace. The
raw material, the natural heart is the
same in every age, totally derraved, and
the Spirit of God, the Divine workman
who renews that heart, is ever the same,
therefore the workmanship, the renewed
heart, must be the same. Dfferent mani-
festations of that Christian life are seen at
different times. The martyr days had
their giants. Why? Simply because their
lot fell on evil times and *‘A4s thy day so
shall thy strength be.”

Rome, when in power, is always in-
tolerant. She will not allow freedom of
worship to others. When in the minority
she is the londest in crying out against
the shadow of preference for others, and
the foremost in assuming the role of mar-
tyr. They explain their position as fol-
lows :

Louis Vouillot, a Romanist, in the
French Assembly says: “We demand
toleration when jou are in power because
it is your principle ; we refuse it when
we are in power because intolerance is
our principle.”

“T+ is well, that Protestants while
granting equal toleration to all and while
showing towards all the Spirit of Christ,
should not forget that the changeless
principle of Rome, a principle which
she is bound to carry out where she can
do 80, is intolerance. Whatever Rome
may lack, ahs is in this sense, most tho-
roughly consistent.
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FINANCIAL REPORT

EASTERN SECTION, 1884, 1885.

The State of the Accounts at the close of the year, May Ist, was o< follows,

FOREIGN MISSIONS.
(1st account.) Cr.
By Total Receipts........... ...... $13517 72
To Bal. due May 1, 1884 .$ 0618 48
‘ Total prendnure . 13690 04 14308 52
Bal. due Treasurer May 1, 1885 3780 80|
DAYSPRING AND MISSICN 8CHOOT.S.

(2nd account.) Cr.
By Total Receipts ..

s $ 4189 83|
Dr
To Bal. due May 1, 1884 .. ‘$ 957
* Total Expenditure,. . 44927 51 5384 76

Bal. due Treasurer May 1, 1885 $1194 93

HOME MISBIONS.
Cr,

Byle Mayl !884 ........ $ 813
Recs: ... 5055 93 $5137 23

To Total Expenditure........ ...... 4737 23
Bal.on hand May 1, 1885........ $400 00
AUGMENTATION FUND,
Cr

By Bal. May 1st, 1884 ..... $ 2159 66
* Receipts....... ........ 11262 76 13422 42

To Total Expenditure........ ...... 8876 23

Bal on hand May 1.1885.. ..... $4546 18 i

COLL®GE FUND.

Cr.

By Total Receipts...... ...... ...... $ 8843 58
Dr.

To Bal. due May 1. 1884....$4492 09

* Expenditure...... ...... 9987 68 14479 77

Bal. due Treasurer May 1, 1885, $363¢ 21 H

COLLEGE BURSARY FUND,
Cr.
By Total Recelpts...... ...... ...... $ 876 98
Dr.
To Bal. dus May 1, 188¢....§360 78
* Expenditure. ...... ...... 81700 1077 78

Bsl. due Treasurer May 1, 1885, §200 80

AGED AND INFPIRM MINISTERS' FUND.
Cr.

| Dr,

- To Bal. due May 1, 1885 . t 73 55

l ** Expenditure ...... ...... 2260 00 2133 59
Bal. on hand May 1,1885.... .. 8136_;5

i
] COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS
FRNM ALL S8OURCKES.

Foreign Missions, 1884. . ....... . $15177 26
“ o 1885.............. 13517 72

| Decrease. . s ....$1659 54
! Dayspring & Mission Schoola, 1884 .$4089 32
1885.. 4189 83

Increese...... ..................

i Home Missions, 1884..
o o 1885, .

Increase...... ...... c.ooet cenln
Augmentation Fund, 1884. ...... ..$5166 10
. “ 1885, .0, 11262 7
Increase....... ...... ............ 6096 63

College and 1884

Decrease ..
College Bnmry Fund l%

Decrease........................
Aged & Infirm Ministers’ Fund,1884 $1726 24
. 64 50
Increase.. v o0 e, 31038 26
Toml Recmpte 13& . $ 40186 37
; 1885, 48511 28
Incresse.......... ............. 96384 ¢

CURRENT FUNDS8 BALANCED MAY 1st, 1883,
In Fund. In Debt.
790 80

Foreign Missions..........

Daysprit.,g & Mis. Schools 1194 83

ome Missions............ $ 400 00

A entation Fund...... 4546 19
g:ll 5 Fund.............. 5% g

¢ Bursar,

?Mimmrz and 430 95

1@_14 TR

P. G. MCGREGOR, Tveasurcr.

J. C. MACKINTOSH,
Jas. Fommesr, }avastors.

Halifa~, 3ay 30th, 1835,
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One of the tendencies in the Christian
church to-day is that towards union,
This has ite good aud its evil side. 1t
is goed as it leads men to look less at that
in which they differ, and to recognize the
great fact that ‘‘all ye are brethren.” It
is ovil if it ieads men to give up for the
sake of outward nion truths of God
word, which though not essential, are
important. The ideal unity of the
church on earth is unity in spirit and in
aim, not in outward organization.

It is far better to have the Christian
chburch, consisting of different denomiua-
tious each from firm intelligent convic-
tion heartily attached to its own form ef
erganization and its own special doctrines,
and all living and labouring for Oluist,
cordiglly united in epirit and aim, than
to have church life all run into one
mould, merely for the sake of unity in
organization. Christians to whom “‘all
denominations are alike” are generally
useless to any, while those who cordially
love, and heartily approve of, the minor
doctrines and the polity of some branch
of the household of faith, and at the
same time love all who love the Lord Je-
sue Christ, are tbose who do the most for
advancing the Redeemer’s kingdom.

One of the best illnstrations of the true
unity which shonld characterize the
Christian Church was the congress of
American Churches recently held in
Hartford, Conn., attended by leading
men from different denominations, Four
reat questions were discuesed. :
tu:d Tht: Eehtiox)s oé z divided Chria-

om ive /

2. The Fugmm of ;‘:rt:;?;:?n pro-
moting the Growth of the Church.

3. e Attitude of the Secular Press
in Amerioa towards Religiou.

4. The Historical Christ Conaidered
as the True Centre of Theology.

When the Christian Church learns to
‘live and let live,” when Christian peo-
ple learn to work, not for denomination,
but, in a deromination they think most
Scriptural, and, for Christ, viewing other
Christian bodies as brethren in Christ,
members of Christ's body, and loving

them not the less because differing in
opinion, then will be answered the
prayer of Christ ‘‘that they all may be
one."”

The General Aggemhly of the Presby-
terian Church in the United States,
North, met in Cincinnatti, May 3lat.

The receipts of the F. M. Board - from
all sources during the year wereabout
$700.000, the expenditure, including a
debt of $10.723 from last year, has been
$767,634. Their debt is now a round
$30,00'',a mere item in their expenditure,
but nearly as much as was raised by'the
Presbyterian Church in Canada for For-
cign Missions during the year. Though
the crisesis grave, the one feeling was
that they must not go back, whils the
heathen are perishing, but more earnest-
ly to work.

Their Home Mission work has a still
heavier debt. Its income for the year
was §494,000, its evpenditure $384,389,
which, with former deficit, makes a debt
of $110,160. The falling off in receipts
both in this and in the Foreign Mission
Fund has been from legacies. The regu-
lar giving of the churches has been larger
than ever before. For this fund alone
the giving of the church has been $30,-
000 larger than in any previous year, To
show the work done by this Fund, they
have no fewer than 1435 home miasion-
aries in the field, and, during the past
year, 192 new churches have been organ-
ized. We get some idea of the great
work done, and the rapid growth of that
church, when we remember that during
the last year its increase, in number of
congregations. exceeds our whole church
in the Maritime provinces.

Rev. Dr. King, Principal of Mantoba
College, in the course of his address to
the graduating class, when speaking of
leading in public prayer, made the fol-
lowing terse and pertinent remark :

“Devcut soliloquizing, doctrinal am-
plification, may be interestiug and even
profitable, but neither is,"properly speak-
ing, prayer.”
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TRINIDAD MISSION.
Letter from Rev. K. J. Grant.

To the youny ladies Help ‘no hands Society
of James Church, New Glusgow.
Szn Fernando, April 24th ’885.
Dear Mrs. McCurdy :—

I have been_long in responding, pray
excuse me. Life 1* busy. Itrust your
society presents as good an appearance as
on the day I met it. As you areall at
work for us, let me give a few facts to
encourage: you to peraevere in well do-

ing.

3§eaterday a man gaid to my aseistant
Babu Lal Bihari, ‘‘for tea years 1 have
been listtning to Christian instruction
and (ferh;ga you did not think that your
words made any impression on me, Lut
Imow wish to tell you that I have got
pnew lights, new hopes, and by God's
help I will walk in this new way.”

n the same estate we have had in
this year many tokens of interest. The
attendance nt service there on Sabbath
has been growing, and last Sabbath, 50
Hindus gathered and listened as atten-
tively to the message spoken, asa Con-
gregation at home.

esterday an old man died thers. For
several years he too listened. In his
sickness he gave more diligent heed.
When the hand of death was on him he
sent, beseeching that he might be bap-
tized, but before the message was deliv-
ered the splrit was gone.

On the day previous Babu and I, leav-
ing at an early hour, drove to Rusillac, a
distance of 13 miles.

The settlers there are East Indians who
have accepted Crown lands in lieu of a
return passage to India. It is fortunate
in these very trying times of unheard of
depression in the Sugar market, and
when the cultivation 1s being curtailed,
it is difficult for labourers to find employ-
ment, that these lands are obtainable.
Rice grows abundantly as also root crops,
and none need want who work and man-
age as they ought.

Our school there, as at Fyzabud and
Barrackpore is supported by a special
grant from Govérnment placed in our
hands. The grant meets nearly our
whole cutlay, the balance beirg supplied
by contributions from converts, so that
whilst the work there and the other twe
districts named costs our church at home
nothing, she gets full credit for whacwcver
may be accomplished. ——

‘After spending an hour in the school
we commenced family visitation amongst
converts. We conversed, read, and

prayed with nine families. In every
house save one we found the Bible, and
the people of that house being unable to
read assured us that they joined the fam-
hard Ly themm at waorship every evening.
Family worship is observed overy even-
ing.

it nearly. every house heathen neigh-
bors joined us. fn one house occupisd
by achildless couple I counted sixteen
persona who devoutly listened. A chris-
tian whom I feared a year ago wonld
have become deranged, continued with
us all day. He talked freely of his de-
pression, of’his darkness and hopelessness
which lasted several months, but now
told of light, and hope, and peace.  Said
he, I not only pray, but I feel assured
that God hears, and that daily as 1 walk
with him I get strength and guidance and

ace.

Altegether the day was well fitted to
cheer us and we were cheered. We are
hopeful that all these new Settlements
will become Christian Communities, or
at least that Christian influence will be
paramount. But 1 must stop here.

With every good wish for the prospe
rity of your society and seeking still a
place in your prayers, believe me

Yours faithfully,
K. J. Grant.

Letter from Rev. J. K. Wright.

In a private letter toa friend, Mr.
Wright writes from Couva, Trinidad, ua-

der date, i
May 6th 1885.
We have Lad a good deal of extia work
lately. Learning that the Board had
passed our estimate for the yecar, I pes
about making_arrangements .o open the
new school. "In Spring Village “no suit-
able building couls be obtained except
at very high v tes. At this junction the
Lord ap2.o2d our way at Perseverance,
Mr. Kiljour, the attoruey offered a
very nice " “use free of charge. Report
ing this to the Council it was agreed ee
open this school on Perseverance Estase
instead of Spring Village. The attend-
ance has been over 30 since the opening.
The generosity of Mr. Kiljour gid nat
cease with this. At Waterlooy we had a
very small and poor room. This geutle-
man gave ug, free of charge; a house there
the same as at Perseverance.
Nor was this all, one day his butler
came to my study bringing a subscriptien
per, and money amounting to $52.09
or obtaining desks etc, for these twe
schools. You can imagine my surprise.
Mr. Kiljour had himself taken roumd
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s paper amoug the managers and over-
seers of the Estates under his charge in
Couva.

I could fill this letter ir: telling of the
ways little and great in which this wor-
thy man strengthens my hands. The
Lord bless him.

1 have opened a new station at Chan-
darnaggar. Some Christian Coolies had
taken land in the neighborhood. They
came to me three times asking if I could
do anything for them. 1 visited the

lace. It is far away and .the road is
Eml. I found the field large and popu-
lons. The need was great and pressing.
There was an open door. How could we
enter in? My hands more than already
full in the ground already breken.

At length I resolved to send iy Cate-
chist Ram lalsingh to live and labour
there, having with him a young lad to
begin a schcol in a small way, We se-
cured a fairly suitable hkouse for §1.20
g‘or month. A good work has begun.

e average at school last month was 22.
Seme of the children know the Hindus-
tanec alphabet,and can read alittlein the
1st. English Book already.

My Catechist holds servire statedly at
four points, and has a prayer meeting in
his room almost every night.  Mrs.
Wright went with me last week. Pray
for this work. Ramlalsingh is very
cheerful. The only thing i1s that tiz
room is too small. 1 hope to get the pro-

lc after a little to build an Indian house

r us there. They cando this them
selves and cheaply, and it will do nicely
for the present.

All the other schools keep up their at.
tendance well.

The ¥ anzx Scotchmen on the different .

Bstates round about hete, have begun to
take a deep interest in church  mattera
in Couva. I hold a service at 7 o'clock
every Sabbath evening to meet their
wezd. They come out well and are now
moving for orgauizatiou into a congrega-

The children, cspecially John, have had
a good deal of fever lately.
"ith best regards
I am, yours very sincerely
Jory HNox WRIGHT.

Extracts of tetter from Mrs. Wright.

Couva, Trinidad, May 6th 1885.

My Dear Mra. McCurdy :—
I Your very kind letter came duly to
{hund. * * *
I Since the beginning of the year Mr.
! Wright has begun work in two new places,
| Perseverance and Chandarnaggar. Last
i week T went to the latter place with
i him for the first time. .
| Babu Ram lal singh, the catechist we
i had in Couva is there with a young lad
! who understands English well.
. In the mornings they teach a school of
: from 20 to 30 children in their house or
! room, for the whole house is simply one
I room,and not a very large one vither-
! Then their afternoons they spend in go-

ing out amongst the people reading to
| them and teaching them.

As often as possible or about once
every month Mr. Wright goes out and
| examiunes the children taking some sweets,
{for the little coolies are very fond of
| sweets, or books as little presents to en-
courage them in their work.

Last week we rose early, took coffee,
and started off while it was cool, for we .
“had a good journey before us, between
i eight and nine miles to« ive, and part
- of the way over very rough roads. We
!'took two of the children with vs. We

#iou. They have buught and very near- ; got along very nicely until within about
ly paid for a new organ. We meet in ﬁ&lf a mile of the school, when we came
‘e Couva School House which is 20ft. | upon a huge tree which had fallen across
By 30. The height of the posts is about | the road. Just as we wondering what
ten fect. The windows are of boards, : we should doa Coolie man came along,
and the walls unplaned. They are ; and Mr. Wright borrowed his cutlass and
white washed, we can’t afford paint yet. | went to work, cutting away the branches
But these things are quite common in : uatil he had made a road wide euough
Trinidad. I for the buggy to pass through. * * *
We pack mto this sehool house frcm 60 ¢ Wa got a parcel of nice clothea and
to 80 persons every Sebbath night. The | cards for the children lately from the
young men very naturally wish for a | ‘‘Light Bearers” mission band, of Truro.
church, and they say that they will hel{) IR
as much as they can. 1 suppose we will |  With our kindest regards,
get this some day. , Youre very sincerely,
Mrs. Wright and Iare pretty well. Frorexce WrigHT
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A poor child, straying into a Sabbath
School one day, asked simply : ‘‘Is this
the way to heaven?" The superintend-
ent was for a moment startled.  Was the
achool indecd the way to heaven? Was
he trying to make it 8g0o? Wero his teach-
ers intent on the same object 7 The art-
less question struck home. From desk
to class the question went round with a
thiill. What were  they all doing?
Whither were they all tending ® The
question was like an ungel sudderly come
into their nidst to make a record of all
that tran: piced in that ~chool. )

Is this the way?" The question
might profitably be asked in many a re-
ligious civcle ; not only in the N:bbath
School, but in the prayer-mecting, in the
place of public worskip. in the sociable,
the bazasr, tho sviree, and all the different

laces where Ciiristian peoplc ave assem-
Eled, the question is most appropriate—
s this the way ?" Isit the way of
blesaing, the way of life, the wry of peace,
the way of salvation? Is it the way .0
win the favour of God, nnd to secure the
confidence of men? Is it the way to
makesmen helieve that religionis a reality
and the world an empty show ? or are
men sometimes convinced by the conduct
of those who profess godliness, that re-
Lgion is the form, and worldliness the
reality ?

ANNUAL REPORT QF THE SUPPLE.
MENTING COMMITTEE OF THE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IN CANADA.

EASTERN SECTION.

Your Committee on Supplements, when
submitting their report to the General
Assembly last year, indicated the steps
which bad been taken at that time, with
a view of introducing the operation of
the General Asscinbly’s Supplementing
Scheme in the Eastern Section of the
Chureh. They stated that Presbyteries
had been requested to unite in a jearty
effort to carry out the scheme of the
General Assembly and raise $750.00, with
a manse for every settled pastor. The
hope was expressed that if such an ef-
fort were universally made it would re-
eult in the attairment for the first year
of a minimum of $600 00 and a manse,
with something at least additioral from
the Surplus Fuud; and it was reported
that in response to this request the Pres-
byteries had manifested a willingness to
make carly etforts, so as to approximi-
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ISTHIS THE WAY TO HEAVEN. ‘ mate if not to reach the point at which
| the General Assembly was aiming.

These guarded statements show that
your Committee at that date were not
| sanguine of complete success, In view
! of the facts with which they found them-
| gelves confrouted, the General Assembly
! will not be surprised at their caution.

i A careful exawmination of the statistics
l had revealed that, of the 180 cougrega-
} tions withim the bounds of the Synod of

the Maritime [rovinees, only ahout 60,

orone third of the whole number, were
| at or ahove the minimum of §730.00 with

a manse : that of the 95 others for which
! statistics were available about 35 were
. contributing between F750.00 and $600.-
00 3 28 between £600V.00 and 3500 00 ¢ 11
between %500.00 and $400.00 3 and no
" fewer than 21, $£400.00 and  urder ; and
i that the average contribution fue minis-
! teaial <upport” of the 93 congregaiions
just specified was Jegs than $040.00 per
ammn,

It was discovered further that besides
the half dozen organized congregations
which were receiving grants from tne H.
M. Fund there were § or 10 which had
not fultilled the fir:t coudition imposed
by the Assembly in order to entitle them.
to a place upon the list of Supplemented
congregations viz., the payment from
their owu resources of $400.00 and a
manse, and that 42 congregations did not
fultil the second condition requiring an
average contributiou of $4 50 per commu-
nicant.

On the other hand your committee
fouud that there were no fewer than 34
of these congregations which by fuiilling
all the required conditions, would be
raised to $750 OV and a manse by their
own efforts, ata clear gain from this
source, alone and without drawing any
thing from the General Fund of from
$3000.00 to $4000.00.

Further, they estimated that on the as-
sum{:tions that all the congregations
would qualify for receiving aid by the
fulfilment of the conditions of the As.
sembly’s scheme, that none of the con-
fregations which had already more than

ultilled these conditions would fall back,
and that some of them would make a
moderate advance, they would require
about $5000.00 to level up all salaries
to $600.00 with a manse, and nearly
$7000.00 more to make them $750.00 and
a manse ; in other words that the con-
gregations in the Eastern Section of the
church would require to raise $12,000.00
for stpplementing purposes about three
times as niuch as they hsd been do-
ing, and that ae nearly as could be judged
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by a comparison of the figures available, [ 4 | a®_ .
task "of the Eastern Section of the | ju | sEz¥

church was relatively nearly twice as o | vagd ® o mwwe
difficult as that of the Westeru Section. | .8 l S gﬁg

But your Committee are gladto be | § Z S
able to report that difficult as it seemed g | B8, 5 |
the work was undertaken with a deter- E . OS54
mination if possible to succeed, and that | v8ELE ibahihidaialoliie
themost gratifyingeuccess hae finallybeen | ‘S | SSE&%
attained. A few statements will indicate | & z & M .
what has been accomplished. Nofewer | © | BEyit0d -
than 26 congregations have advanced to | © | E:S.':-;;E 0B et en
the minimum with a permanent increase | %3 - Egﬁg eRsx ==
in the amount of their contributions to | g | EH 2=
mibisterial support of$2354.00. Ninemore | & ZO>~<
which do pot receive any money from the § % g e
S\lpplementiui Fund have approached | % | E-.:ﬁg | croeemo -mmdaen -
the minimum by an increase in theircon- | @ | Za$g ! : o
tributions of upwards of $500.90 and 26 E, , P8r= !
cengregations which arc now or are like. | & —ZCE< ! -
ly soon to be on the Supplemented list | « €% 5 . Isypefzmes
have increased their contributions by | & EN 0 | @ sr2oe
$2625.00 making a total of 64 charges be- | o £2°% | g §§§==§§a
lenging to the class which were below [ § < g |- T = -
the minimum at the commencement of | ® ~ . -
the movement, which have advanced in s s o - -
taeir contributions to ministerial sup- | ® g'ﬁé}:’f’ | 88c8333288
port, and which have realized an aggre- _: 53’5@35‘ | ebieied <
gate increase of about $3514.00. Asthis | 33 | <& 8§ | < |
amount may be locked upon asa per- E ~ - = —--
manent increase, ibe advaice in this di ] et) °§ e e m i em——
rection will be regarded as peculiarly 5%vs | BEFECEEERS
gratifying. § EBE% o P S g

But yonr Committee have been equally ; <Za E »
muccessful in realizing the sum necessary | % ————— !
to,be raised for the past yesr for the Gen- | & BoiE il
eral Fund. This aspect of the supple- | @ . Brigtitog
mentin& business wascarefully considered 3 ] f-g : Z‘% R
by the Synod of the Maritime Provinces | @ E 2 B
at its meeting in October and vigorous | 3 b ORIV
action was taken to strengthen the handa -l E B da
of the Committee. As the congregations E 532 LI :‘5_2?,
likely to require supplement had by that | g & sl Q' 2 §,§§,ﬁ g ’
time increased their contributions from §s§= g:-?, ‘H"B‘ |
lecal support by about $2000.00 as it E i %gég =Es"" X3 '
was estimated that $10.000.00 would be : PAIEnZ 0.2

required for the General Fund,in order to
caver the probable outlay for the year,
and as it was very desirable to secure &
moderate working ia.lapce the Synod un.
snimouslyagreed to ask the congregations
within its bounds for $12000.00 and that
amount was apportioned to the various
Presbyteries with the request that they
would endeavor to raise the sums alloted
to them as soon as possible. The action
taken by the Presbyteries was for the
most part piompt, vigoroue, and well
d.recteS’ , and the response of the cougre-
gations has been very generous, hearty,
wnb well nigh universal.

The following summary in a tabulated
form will indicate at a glance what has
been both attempted and accemplished.

That all the Presbyteries with a single
exception undertook to endeavor to raise
the amouut for which they had been
asked by the Synod: that most of them
came within measurable distance of rea
lizing their allotments : that three of the
Presﬁygeries actually exceeded their al-
locations : that of the 181 cor tions
within their bounds 28 exceeded their
allotments, 102 more realized them fully,
36 more contributed as they felt them-
selves able to give and that only 15 con-
gregations, of which 10 wire vacant
charges, have failed tojsend in a contri-
bution, is a atate of matters extreme-
ly gratifying, and one for which your
committee and no doubt the Assem-
bly also willifeel profoundly grateful.
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But the Committee would hasten to re-
port to the Assembly the way in which
the funds placed at their disposal have
been administered. Last year your com-
mittes were authorized to give grants
upon the terms prescribed by the regu-
lations of the Assembly’s acheme

The Supplemented list was prepared
with a view to indicate the amount of
the grants for a wholo year, but as appli-
cations from Presbyteries were not at all
tully beiore the Committee till their
meetiug in October, it was agreed that
the operation of the new scheme should
begin with July 1st 1884 and accordingly
grants have been paid for the nine months
ending March 21st 1885 at rates propor-
honuf to these specified in the table in
the appendix. The only exceptions are
the case of two oongregationsin the
Presbytery of Miramichi in which the

ymemkt of the grant from the Surplus
and has been suspended pending oer-
tain action on the part of the Presbytery
itself which has not yet been taken.

As tho time for the Semi-annual pay-
ments in the Maritime Provinoes has
been the first of January and July and
as the regulations of the General Assem-
sembly lm;e fixed April and October as
the dates o ent the required change
has been mSey.m This o bas how-

ever necessitated the payments of supple- |.

ments for fifteen months during the past
year viz., six months atold rates and
nine mnnths at new Augmentation
rates. The sums paid out therefore Lave
been as follows. :

Supplements for six months
from Jan. 1st 1884 to Jnly lst
atoldrates. ... .. ............ $1571.30
Grants for nine months from
July 1st 1884 to April 1st¥1383
under the new scheme from

Supplementing Fund...... ... $2976.63

Grants for the same period from

the Surplus Fund........... ... $3726.28
Total $8284.21.

In addition to the foregoing the ex-
penditure has been, for expense of ad-
ministration §267.62, proportion of Agents
salary $325.00; making a total outlay
of $8876.23

As the receipts from all tources during
the year have heen $11262.76 there is a
balance *- favor of the Fund on the opera-
tions of w..e year of $2386.53 which added
to the balance on hand at the beginnin
of the year of $2159.66, makes a to
balance on haud at the present time of
$4540.18

Your committee had the pleasure of
welcoming & deputation consisting’ o
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Measrs. R. H. Warden and D. J. Me-
Donnell from the Home Mission Board
Waestern Section at a meeting held in
October last. Conference was held on the
best methods of promoting the Augmen-
tation work of the church and upon the
desirability of its unification. In acord.
ance with the intimztion made the As-
sembly last year the questioh of the
propriety of unification was laid before
the Synod when the following resolution
was ag)‘pted :

“That while the Synod anticipates
with pleasure the prospect of unification
in the Augmentation movement, yet we
are of opinion that such union should be

tponed for one year until the scheme
1s more fully develolped in the Maritime
Provinces so0 as at least to approximate
to the divjdend of $750.00 and a
manse.”

Ag the object aimed at by the Synod
has now been reached your committes
have simply to report the fact and to
leave the matter with the Genoral Asscm-
bly to be dealt with asin ita wisdom may
seem best.

Your committes regret that they are
not in & position to submit for the cur-
rent yeur a list of the Supplemented
coangragatiana with the grants required
by them for the appioval of the Assembiy.
hey are 80 deeply convinced of the im-
portance of constantly increasing efforts
on the part of the supplemented congre-
gations themselves, and of the necessity
of a steady diminution in the amount
asked for for the General Fund, at least
for a few years, that they felt some far-
ther time ought to be allowed to Presby-
teries for the visitation of thesr comgre-
gations with the view of securing as large
a reduction as possible in the amounts
asked for as supplements,and according-
ly the committee have requested Pres-
byteries to have all applications placed
in their hands early in September. Your
committes have therefore agreed again to
ask the General Assembly for leave te
deal with and Yo decide on all such appli-
cations with the understanding that the
reﬁuhtions of the Assembly shall be care-
fu vg observed.
ith reference to the question which
may probably be raised respecting the
likelthood of maintaining the position
which has been gained in the E. Section
of the church, the commiittee submit that
in their judgement it would be imgui-
ble or at all events extremely difficnlt
to obtain aorual contributions on the
same scale as  .ring the past year.

They think however that if m

mented cougregations exert the
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soas to make a regular if moderate an-
nual increase in their contributions for
suwral support ; if Presbyteries exercise
ue caution in the erection of missions
stations into congregaiions, andin the
division of existing congregations; if the;
take order that even congregations whic|
have futilled the conditions be not rec: m.
mended to a place on the supplemented
list without the most ratisfactory evi.
dence that they are contributing as large-
ly as they might be fairly expected to
contribute ; and if the supplementing
committee were clothed with such addi-
tional power as would enable them to se-
cure the fulfillment of these conditions it
is believed that it would be quite possi-
ble to realize an amount from year to year
which would secuie the continuance of the
minimum to all our pastors. Your com-
mittee would however at this early stage
in the history of the Augmentation move-
ment desire to describe the prospects of
permanent success with caution.

They would commit the cause which |

they have at heart to Him who has so
freely shed abroad the spirit of liberality

during the past year, and they would
pray “‘The Lord keeg this thing forever
in the imaginations of the thoughts of the

heart of His people and prepare their
hearts unto Himself."
All which is respectfully submitted.
E. A, McCrruy,
Convener.

FUTI'URE PUNISHMENT.

The doctrine of endless punishment is ¢

Christ’sdoctrine. Twillleave it toany in.
tellivent reader whether there isanything
more terrible than the words w hich Jesus
Chri~t says he will address to a certain

class of mcn who will stand up m his left

hand wn the day of judgement: *“De.
part vom me, ye cursed, into everlast

g tive, prepared for the devil and his ;

ange!s ™ Hell is not my invention.
Netther the Christian mimstry nor the
Ch:istinn_charch are responsible for the
tenet.  The allegeq *“fiendishuess” of the
dogma, clings, if to any one, to the Re-
deemer of sinners and the Judge of the
waorld.  If he had not tanght it, it is ab-
solutely certain that his ministers never
would.

The peal collision, .Lerefore, is hetween
the denier of the doctrine and (od jncar-
nate, and not between him and the Chris.
tian church. Exasperation against cnd-
less retribution 18 exasperation against
God. Hatred of the tenet is batred of
its Divine author. When a minister

!

' preaches the doctrine of endless punish-
ment he is only Christ's mouthpiece.
St. Paul says that when he beseeches
men ‘‘to be reconciled to God” he is mere-
ly an ‘‘ambassador of Christ,” and does
it ““in Christ’s stead.” It 13 equally true
thai wher a Christian minister entreats
his fellow-men “to flee from the wrath
to come” he does it in Christ's room and
place. Chnst, in his own person, and
| with his cwn lips, once said : *I will fore-
warn you whom ye shall fear : fear him
who after he hath killed hath power to
cast into hell. Yes, 1 say unto you, fear
him.” And his disciples simply repeat
his worda for him, now that he is no
longer upon earth to do it himself. Op-
ponents of the doctrine of retribution
should use their common sense, and state
tke case fairly. It is unreasonable for
them to try to fasten their odium against
the doctrine upon their fellow-creatures,
who have no sort of responsibility for it.
Prof. W. G. T. Shedd.

A PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN
MAINE.

1

A New Presbyterian church has just
been organized in the State of Maine, the
i first church of our order in the State.
| Nearly thirty yearsago an effort was
{ made to cstablish a Presbyterian church
i in Portland. but it was not successful.
" The mouey then raised has been kept at
"interest, and n.w amounts to about
P &2000. The Boston Preshytery, ac its
. last meeting, roceived a petition asking
for the organization of a church, ard ap-
" pointed Dr. Wallace, of Newburypert,
and Mr. Robert Gilchrist. of Boston, a
committee to viel, Portland, which they
“did in company with Rev. A. Baird,
Synodical Missionary. A church was’
organized with twenty seven members,
of whom eleven were received ~n profes.
sion of faith in Christ. Three elders
were chosen, Keaneth McDonald, Don-
ald Gunn and Allen McKinnon. und were
ordained. The church 13 to be kuown
as the First Presbyterian church of Port-
1and, Maine.--Phil. Preas.

Itis to see the Presbyterian
Church extending lengthing its cords in
New England. While thea bove is the
first church in Maine, in connection with
the American Presbyicrian chureh, it
is not the first or only Preshyterian
church in the State. There is a charch
and a flourishing congregation at Houlton
in the north of Maine, belonging to the
Pmb{tcry of 3t. John, N. B., minister-
od to by Rev. Kenneth McKay.
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CONGREGATION OF PRINCE-
TOWN, P. E. L.

BY RBV. A- B. DICKIE,

Long pastorates in one congregation at
the present time are rather the excep-
tion than the general rule. Changes are
. now more frequent. A minister continu-
ing in one charge until death is not so
common asin days of yore. The first
Presbyterian church in Truro has only
had three pastors in 116 years and the
congregation of Princetown which was
the first organized on the Island enjoyed
the the services of Dr. Keir for fifty

€Ars.

This congregation owes its existence to
8cottish ‘imigration. On two different
occasions families came out from the Fa-
therland and located themselves at Prince-
town, and on ths east side of the Island.
Seon after their arrival in their adopted
home they received occasioaal visits from
Dr. McGregor, Revds. Duncan Ross, and
‘Matthew Dripps.

At this time however the country was
very spareely settled, yetin the year
1800 not a few of the people were per-
mitted to <njoy the regular ordances of
religion. In a newly settled country

when the means of intercourse was only |

by the rude path and congregations com-
prised & number of sections, service could
not of course be held in cach settlement
every Sabbath.

The tirst minister who was settled over

Princetown,the Rev. Mr. Urgebart, took ;

under his pastoral care what now com-
vrises some four orfive congregations.
At regular ijuterval's a sermon was

reached in each locality Lut the country .
ing then almost an unbroken forest the |
labours of the minister were arduous,
and the people had inany silent Sabbaths. °
Elders however were ordained in each :

district, the sacraments were dispensed,
and other pastoral duties performed.
Thus originated, 83 years ago, the

small beginning of the Presbyterian,

Churca in P. E. 1. The tree at the out-
set was of stunted growth, but in 21
years three more branches were added
when the P. E. Island Presbytery was
formed which now numbers some twenty-
six con tions. Mr. Urquhart con-
tinued to labour at Princetown about two
years when he removed to New Brups-
wick. Shorly after coming te the latter
vince he was crossing the Miramichi
ver in the winter, fell through the ice
and was drowned.

The congregation thus organized and

HISTORICAL SKETCH OF T}IE’

consisting ot some four or five scattered
sections became vacant and continued so
for six years. They were not however
wholly neglected. Dr. McGregor and
Rev. 5uncau Ross agein visited shem oc-
cassionally, though their visits were ne-
cessaily few and far between.

In the year 1806 another preacher ar-
rived from Scotland, Rev. Peter Gordon.
Having preached in the ouly two organ-
zed congregations on the Island and his
services proving acceptible, calls were
presented from each. The Princetown
c{;g was refused and accordingly set
aide.

In the year 1808 the Rev. John Keir
commenced his labours in this congrega-
tion and in 1803 received a call. InJune
1810 he was ordained and inducted inte
the pastoral charge of the congregation.
This call was subscribed by 64 persons
and of these 64 only fourteen remained

alive thirty yearsago. For ten years
Princetowr. continucd to receive one half
of his time and labours. The other half

was divided in different proportions be-
tween New London. Bedeque, and West
uide of Richmond Bay. His labours dur-
ing these ten years were very extensive.
The comfortable modes of travel now en-
joyed were then unknown. Carriages
could not be used for there were no roads
on which they could be driven, There
| was nothing but a foot path through tne
» woods to guide the traveller on his
I way.

The following anecdote will serve to
show some of his trials and ditficulties
in the way of trial and difficulties in the
. way of travel in the early daysof his
. ministry. P. E. Island is much indented
, by inlets of the sea \When roads were
few the route along the shore was con-
sidered the easiest and best. Mi. Keir
was travelling at one time on foot to the
place where he had appeinted preaching.
After passing over oue or two inlets they
reached one where there were no hoats
. or other meaus of crossing.  As Mr. Keir
could not swim the only plan they could
, devise to gain the other side waa for bis
. companion to tie the clothes of both in a
i bundle upon the top of his head swim
I over with them, and then return to as-
i sist Mr. Keir across. In this maaner
! they crossed over and proceeded on their
| journey.

! For ten years the congregation conti-
! nued as at first organized, but after that
time three new charges were erected. Iu
1827 it comprised a district of country
about ten miles square with the number
of adbererts, general attendance and
communicants greater than before the se-
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tions were effected. For more than
years the serviees of oz minister were
eajoyed and fer 50 years, with surroun:!-
ing localities, the aame servant of God,
broke to them the Bread of Life, a very
rare occurrence fn any of our congrega-
tions.

On the death of Dr. McCulloch, in the
year 1844 Dr. Keir waa, called to fill the
chair of Systematic Theology in the Sem-
inary of the Presbyterian Church of Nova
Scotis. This position he held with hou-
our until the year 1868. Ou the 22nd
Sept. of that year while attending the
classes at Truro he took ill and died. In
presiding over the training of the minis-
try of the church he had not laboured in
vain. Young men in studying ever found
in him a siocere friend and he was al-
ways ready to assist them in their work.
8ome of the Presbyterian miristers now
labouring in the Maritime Provinces re-
ceived their theological training under
him and were thus prepared to enter up-
on their life werk.

In the history of our church three min-
isters reached a fifty years ministry.
The Jubiles services of the Rev. John
Brown were held at Londondeiry in 1845
the Rev. Dr. Keir at Princetown in 1858
ard the Rev. John Sprott in Musquodo-
boit in 1859. On the 20th July 1858,s0me
3000 persons assembled to do honour to
Dr. Reir on the occasion of his jubilee.
He was also presented with a purse cou-
taining $548. Shertly after this event ,
he passed away to his rest and reward in ;
the 70th year of his age and received that !
happy plaudic, * Well done good and ;
faithful servant enter thou into the joy of |
thy Lord.” :

He lived to sec many changes effected |
on the Island and wrought well in the ;
Master's service. In not a few localities :
he was the first o sow the seeds of Di- |
vine Truth and was afterwards privileged |
to sce some of these localities spring in-
to congregations, He was untiring in
his cfforts to advance the Redeemer’s
kingdom, taking a decp interest in the
Foreigu Mission enterprise and in every
scheme that tended to the interests of
Christ's cause.

After Dr Keir's death supply was giv-
en by the Presbytery and on the 22nd
June 1869 a call was moderated in which
came out in favour of Mr. William Keir
sonof the former minister. Mr.Keir,prin-
cipally on account of physic.l debility,
declined a.cepting it, and afterward en-
tered the wedical profession. Though
the hopes of the pcople were disappoint-
ed, yet they did not give way to dis.
pondency.

. chureh.

In the following year another attempt
was wade which proved successful. |
Rev. Robert Laird was ordained, and in- |
ducted there, on the 12th June 1860 and
continued to labour until the 12th Oct. °
1879 when his demission took effect.
For 19 years Mr. Laird wrought, attend-
ing diligently and faithfully to his duties.
He is now the minister of Little Harbor
and Fisher s Grant in the Bresbytery of
Pictou.

On the 30th June 1880 Rev. George
McMillan, M. A. was ordained aud still
continues pastor of the congregation,

From this short sketch it wili be seen
that but three ministers have been or-
dained over the Princetown congregation
since its organization in 1800. 1t has not
been rubjected to long vacancies nor fre-

uent changes which often retard growth.

ts communion roll is the largest of any
congregation in the Island Presbytery
with an attendance of 350 at the weakly

rayer meotings which is not exceeded

y any cong. gation in the Maritime
Provicceea,

In contributing to the achemes of the
church it is the banner congregation in
the Presbytery,raising last 8503, Of this
sum more than half was contributed to
Foreign Mission Fund and not a single
blank is found in the statistical return.
If growth in liberality be an evidence of
spiritual life in @ congregation then
Princetown affords that cvilence. Dur-
ing Mr. Lnird’s pastorate in 1870,814 per
1amily was raised for ail purposes and in
the past five years therc has beena
marked improvement in the rate of con-
tribution to the general schemes of the
Conscientious, regular,and wcl-
untary giving is what is required in every
¢ongregation and it is p'eating to note
how the stream of liberality has of late
riscn.  May it stifl continue to rise and
flow on decper and wider in all our con-
gregations.

In a lecture deiivered in Glasgow the
Duke of Argyll said :—*‘In the last year
of his life Mr. Darwin did me the konor
of calling upon me in London, and I had
a long and interesting conversation with
that distinguished observer of nature.
In the course of conversation I said it
was impossible to look at the wonderful
processes of nature which he had observed
without seeing that they were the effect
and expression of mind. Ishall never
forget 3r. Darwin's answer. He looked
at me hard and said, ‘Well, it often
comes over me with overpowering force
but at other times .(and he shook his
head) it sesms to go away.”
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THE STRAIT GATE.
BY RKV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.

Many of my readers will recsll that

turn-gate by which all the thousands of

visitors weie admitted to the Centeunial
Exposition at Philadelghia. However
many came up, the gate turned for each
persou separztely ; they passed in one b=
one to the enjoyments and privileges

rovided for them. The munagers of the
Exhibition had a perfect right te stipu-
Jate the place, the terins, and the man-
ner of admission.

In like manner, the Lord of heaven
and-earth has announced the terms and
the .method of admission into the privi-
leges of salvation and the possession of
eterral life. ‘“‘Enter ye in at the strait

te” This is Christ’s own invitation
into the kingydom. T.-o ways into eter-
nity are before every soul one of them
is broe.d, and has abundant latitude for
every opinion and license for every sort
of practice ; it is popular and crowded,
but itdeadeth to destruction. The other
way ic.narrow, because it has its limita-
tions ae to conduct and character ; God
bas set up walls of everlasting right, and
whoever leaps over them is a transgres-
or. One is the wrong road, the other is
the right road. One leads to perdition
the otier to heaven. And everybody is
st this mement in one or the other of
these roads. It does not require any ef-
fort to diseover the broad gate or any
gelf -denial $o enter it. Simply follow
out the devices "nd desires of the carnel
4eart, and you are there. Satan has
‘many ‘‘criers,” and all manncr ef allur-
i;i enticemenis are flaunted at the por-

Dr. Thompsen in *“The Land and the
Book,” tells us that he has often seen the
strait gates and narrow ways in Pales-
tine, with here and there a traveller.
They are sometimes in retired places, and
are opencd only teé those who knock ;
whenp ‘he night conxs on, they are ehut
ap and loeked. How descriptive of the
way of salvation ; Bunyan has the same
thought in his immortal allegory ; no one
enters the Celestial City who had not
g;leviously entered the ‘‘wicket-gute.”

ere is no such thing as meaching heaven
by cutting *‘cross lots.”

Christ 18 the door, and the only door,
When he says “Come unto Me” He in-
vites and directs you to the strait gate.
The Divine Spirit leads you only to Je-
sus, and the \E'ord points to nnne other
name by which yon can be saved. You
are shut up to salvation by Jhe atening

3aviour ; and what a blessed ﬂ)ing it is
that you are not @iverted or dlstvact@d
by baving to choose between a dozen d}f-
ferent roads. Is the gateway of life
opened to everybody uncenditionally?
I'}:' One term of admission is repentance
of sin. Over that narrow gate God's
hand lLias written, “Except ye repent,
yeshall perish.” When Peter proclaimed
the original Gospel Message, he was
careful to say that God had sent His Son
Jesus to “bless you in turning away
every one of you from lus iniquities.
Repentance is not mere sorrow, or mere
change of feeliug : it iz a change of pur-
pose 1n regard to your sigs.  With grief
and hatred of sin, you must turn from
it, with endeavor, after another, and &
better style of character and life.

Tliat gate is too narrow,my dear friend,
to admit a thousand thiuga which finct
a wide berth inthe world’s broad road..
Pride cannot drive through in its coach
and four. Sensuality cannot roll in its
pipes and casks of favorite indulgences-
Seifishress cannot smuggle through the
gate whatever it craves ; deceit will en-
counter a sharp-eved detective there, for
the All-seeing One reads the inmost
thoughts of the, heart. It is neither
for your good or for God’s yory
that any of your favorite sins should be
passed through at the gate. The cleaner
and the clearer you can cume in, the bet-
ter. Yet how gracions and loving is the:
invitation to fling away your sins, and to
hasten to Him whose bliod cican<cth the
soul from its deadly discases and damn-
in%guilt !

he very act of entering through
Christ as the appointed door 18 an act of
faith. When I é)?osit my pence at the
narrow entrance of the Brooklyn Bridge,
I perform the most decisive act of beliet
and entire confidence in that solid struc-
tuae,as my direct way over to New York.
That step not only attests my opinion
of the bridge, but puts me op it. Faith
takes me through the gate, and while T
had nothing to do with the building of
the bridge, I have :verything to flo in
walking across it. God’s free grace con-
structed the strait road to eternal life ;
His love invitesand entreats you to en-
ter it, but faith is the vital indispensable
step through that gate into a Christian
character and Christian styie of living.
If any man be in Christ, i. e., inside of
the strait gate, he is a new creaturc.
Regeneration is right at that spot, Life
begins there, for he that hath the Son
hath life, and there is no condemnatiog
to every one whois in Christ Jesus. If

the gate is narrow the proocess of admis-
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sion is not cramping to the soul, or be-
littling to the character; on the contrary,
you will never know true fieedom uutil
you dro {our fetters outside uhe door-
way and feel your soul expand into the
liberty and joy and power of a true child
of God. Nobody who has once entered
that pate of mercy with a penitent be-
lieving hcart, has ever wanted to re-
trace his steps and go back into the brcad
flowery road to hell.

Strive to euter that «‘rait gate, my
friend. It is no holiday play to become
a Christian, n.tr there are scores of en-
ticements to hnld you back. If you even
ook back your mmd is divided, and you
never can go in with half your heart.
All or nouc. Noman having put his
hana to the plongh and lovking Dack is fit
(i. c.,is well put. Yfor the kingdom of Gad.
The whole question of your cternal wel-
fare is to be settled right at that narrow

door. Incideas salvation, outside is per-
dition ! The n ght cometh soon, and at

mightfall the gate is locked against you'!
Hasten your steps.
bath shut to the door, no human band
ocan open it. Knock caruestly, cnter
quickly. enter gladly® The first step
brings you into Christ, and the last step
will Iand you in Glory.

ABSENTEEISM.

What shall we do with our absentee
members? This guestion .every church
asks over and over,

tora.

The Church is one and it ought to be
enough to belopg to any section of it. 1f
in the providence of God a Christian re-
moves from his church,
wyal to the cause of Christ to transfer
his cennection to the church where he
resides and zoto work there.
should be no difficulty in doing this.
Denominational lines are so %oosely

drawn that one can readily find a place '
do his Master’s work and
strengthen  his brethren by nominal as -

where he can

well as actual fellowship. In very many,

rhaps most ca<es, if thisis not done
interest i3 lost and the brother or sister
becomes carcless, lukewarm or back-slid-
ing. Itisa consturt source of surprise
to we that I find so many who have been
memhers of churches, sometimes very
active members, who are now seldom
found in & church. And generally their
indifference may be trace
ure to identify themselves with some
church near which they live. They are

When the Master !

It is discusséd iv !
elder’s meetings, in classes, in Synods, -
in formal and informal gatherings of pas- |

it is far more .

And there !

to their fail.

thus largely without personal respensi-
Lility. gAn):] they fall g.way. pe

But this is not the only cause. All
this must be admitted. But this is not
all that must bo admitted. Another
causge is the inattention of pastors. We
are too lenient in the matter. We allow
ourselves to be flattered by the professed
attachment of our absentec members, and
we say ‘‘Well, when you find a church-
home send for your letter ;" whereas, we
should insist upon their finding a. church-
home near their places of abode. And
we shouvld do more than this. We should
learn the address of some pastor whose
church is near them and ask him to call
upon them. If we know some church
which our abseutces attend more fre.
quently than any other, or habitually,
write to"the minister and express your
desire thet Brother A. or Sister B.
ehould become a member of his church.
We know of oue pastor whose habit is it
i to write toall his absentees at lcast once
i a year and request them to send for their
letters. And we know that this same
pastor has more than once requested Eas
tors to visit people who move into thei
neigl.borhoo&e and get them into their
churches.

If we would systematically follow us
' this plan there wonld be more ~ctive an
i fewer dead church members ; more help-
fng forward the chariot and fewer riding ¢
. more carrying the lvad and fewer to
carried as so much dead weight; more
truly attact ed members and fev. er church
tramps.—Christian Intelligencer.

THE TWO KEYS.

During the excitement of the Wash-
ingtonian movement, Dr. Chambers, of
Philadelphia, delivered a temperance ad-
dress at Meunt Holly, N, J. 7he house
was packed to its utmost capacity.
Church people, drinkers, and saloon keep-
ers were all there together. In the course
‘ of his address Dr. Chambers said that
while walking along one of the streets of
the town that day he had seen a sign over
a saloon that had greatly impressed him.
The sign was two great iron keys crossing
each other atright angles, and that he
had read the sign thus: ¢One key is
to he used by the saloon-keeper to un-
lock the pockets of his customers so that
he can get all their money ; tlie other is
to open the door of the bottomless Pit,
into which he can hurl his victims atter
he has robbed them.” The saloon-keep-
erof ‘1" Xeys,’ who wasin the audi-
ence, was #0 enraged that he took down
. his rign, changed the name of his saloon,
' and sent the keys to Dr. Chambers.

e
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THE TRINIDAD MISSION.
Letter from Mrs. Morton.

Tunapuna, Trinidad B. W. L
Morch 22nd, 1885.
My Dear Friends :—

Time slips away ¢o rapidly in these
latitudes that without reference to my
note-book I could hardly believe it to be
nearly two months since T wrote vou.

The Easter holidays are just over ; they
brought some inteituption to our routine
work, and yetwe were none the less
busy. The Trinidad Preshytery met at
Tunapuna on Goud Fiiday. Twelve
ministers and two elders were present.
They aasembled at nine o'clock ; some
went home at four, while others pro
ceeded to Arcuca to assist Rev. Mr.
Dickson with his missionary meeting
which is held annnally on the evening of
Good Friday. Al the travelling was
done by train--not at all apestolie, is
it?

Miss Blackadder was with us for a
week : she isalooking welland bright and
cheerfulas usual. Misa Sempleis com-
fortably settled in her own house at Taca-
1i-ma ; our largest schoo! is thus well pro-
vided. Miss Hilton has taken Miss Sem-

le’s place in the Tunapuna School and
ives with us, Bankha, or John Dharm,
well known to some of you is in charge
at Arouca; his wife Suggeeah teaches
the sewing, rather imperfectly,no doubt,
but the dicipline of teaching is of advan-
tage to he.self, )
have some encouragement in my S. 8.
Class. It does not seem much to be
able to say after more than three years
labor in this class that I have six wo-
men sufficiently interested to attend
Eretty regularly, with enough Scripture
nowledge to answer a number of ques-

tions. and brave enough to speak out!

what they do know ; and yet this is all
the fruit I can see ; there are a number
of others who comeand go and no doubt
receive some benefit ; the regular atten-
dants are in the habit of making appreci-
ative remarks upon the lesson, which

hildren’s Presbyterian.

may sometimes strike home to a sister’s
heart more than the words of the foreign-
er.

Mies Semple has a iarge Sabbath
School at Tacarigua; she is greatly i
want ¢f Hindustani teachers; [I; long to
assist her, but my day is occupied from
half past ten till six, with only an inter-
val of an hour at Arouca and Tacari-
qua.

I go to the houses and coax the wo-
men to come into the service, not always
very successfully either ; I grieve to say
that they cometlimes hide themselves
about the time I may be expected to ap-
pear, or plead pains and aches that have
not a shadow of existence. There is one
very near the school-house who has nev-
er attended but (wo gervices ; she isnot
opposed to us but only indifferent, and

i hasa family of nice children some of

whom attend our schoel. Mr. Morton
and myself exhausted all our efforts on
her ; we then let her alone for a long time,
but about three months ago I determined
to ask her every Sabbath to come to
church. She must be tircd of hearing
me say in a cheerful tqne, “Well Mon-
gerie are you coming to-day ?”’ Her stock
of excuses is getting low and worn cutb,
If she tells me in a deprecating way that
the children have gone, I say ‘‘Tho’ the
children eat,your hunger will not be sat-
isfied.” If she says she hasto cook I
tell her ‘‘Perhaps the Lord may deprive
you of food if you make it an excuse for
not worshipping Him.” Last Sabbath a
ray of hope dawned upon me ; she said
she had fully made up her mind to come
but her feet and her . .iest pained her,and
she would not be persuaded that the
might not feel any worse sitting in churc|
than under her own cow-shed. I have
stated this that you may understand
some of onr difficulties. .

One of the eatates I visited in Bonair ;
one day as I was sitting on a box under
a shed talking to some women there, a
tall Hindu with very little clothing came
toward me,offering me a handful of mixed
spices and geaticulating in a manner that
that led me to suppose he must be dumb ;
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I understood hie signs to mean that he
gave me the spices for the sake of the

od whom we both worshipped. The
women informed me that he was a_very
holy mun. sad liad taken a vow of silence
for twelve yeu, - one of which was nearly
completed, ud tuat he was accustomed
to lie buvied 14 il earth for hours ata
time with only a part of his head out;
I asked what hie did that for ? they said
*%Oh that i Liw way he praises God, you
praisc one w .y, and he praiees another,”
and they seemned to think his way was
g:obab)y a3 good as mine. Our sex has

come quite courageous in the latter
days, but 1 scarccly think one of us
would bLe so rash as to take upon herself a
vow of silence for twelve years,

We lately paida visit to La Brea
where is the great Pitch Lake. We left
&ort of Spain by steamcr at seven A. M.

he morning was lovely, but to have
made that remarh would only have
caused a smile as all our mornings .are
lovely in the dry season and only a new-
comer remarks it. The weather si a
much leas fruitful topic .f convresation
here than at home, and yet there is quite
an amount of grumbling about it. h
season is apt to be described as “fright-
fully hot,” or *‘unusually trying.” '%hia
year has so far been an exception; all
seem to agree that it is ‘‘terribly dry”
and ‘“‘uncommonly cool” This is rather
a digression from pitch but we shall take
such liberties as we go along. Rev, MIr.
Falconer’s daughter and two sons were
with us, and when the steamer touched
at San Fernando, Mr. Wright, Mr. Gib-
son and other friends joined our party.
‘We reached La Brea about eleven o'cloc[‘;.

“‘Such a quantity of people” as the
negroes lounging on the beach remarked,
who see very few from the outside world
oxcept on the two days in the week when
the good steam ship ““‘Alie” lands her few
passengers, calling back for them in
about four hours. The only vehicles
about the place are the carts in which
tane raw pitch is conveyed in blocks to the
boiling house on the shore, a distance of
about a mile. Mounted in one of these
with a superaunuated looki. ¢ horse and
& tin pan for a seat we wrre conveyed in
state over a rather rough road, rising alt
the way to the lake and appearing as
tho' the pitch had at one time streamed
down it and been hardened in its flow.

As we Rleared the lake the heat which
bad been intolerable near the shore, ag-

vated as it is by the fumes of pitch,
came less overpowering and we were
soon standing on the lake itself. I can-
not tell you how the pitch eame there,

nor why it will never grow less, for the
hole where it is taken out in blocks never
grows any larger, I cannot say why the
surface of the lake is intersected with
large and long hollows filled with water,
nor how it is possible for clumps of trees
and islanda covered with rich vegetation
to exist in the midst of alake of hent-
ed pitch, but in plain lan, e I can give
you my own imnpression of it, —wonderful
n the extreme, much like a great kettle
of jam, the motes, which the housekeep-
er carefully skims off, being well repre-
sented by the logs and roots which near
the centre of the lake are seen on or near
the surface as tho’ they were floating,
covered with a coating of pitch - only the
La Brea kettle is about a mile in diame-
ter.

One curious thing abont it is that the
hottest par, where 1t would not be safe
to step, haa the ousline of a branchin
stream with rippled surface, to the we
defined edge of which you can walk with
perfect safety, but if yeu remain stand-
ing a few seconds anywhere near the
centre of the lake your feet begin to sink
and to feel uncomfortably warm. Ex-

ctant negroes followed our party, re-
ieving ue of baskets of oranges and
sandwiches and placing planks by which
we stepped across the larger of the wa-
tery hollows. After resting on one of
the islands where the dried leaves afford-
ed a seft couch, and theliving ones a
friendly shade, we set forth on cur re-
turn, fully satisfied that we had seen one
of the wonders of the world. We made
acquaintance with an agreeable old gen-
tleman David Jarvis Esq. of New York,
who was on the same errand with our-
selves that day. He with his lady after-
wards spent a day at Tunapuna, and
were much interested in ourmission work.
Th;]y have since returned te their home
in New York.

Saran E. MorToN.

LETTER FROM A PASTY)R.

Dear Children :—

The following interesting extracts are
taken from late letters received from Mrs.
McLaren, Pitchaburi, Siam, I hope you
Zﬂl read them with pleasure and pro-

t.

“I want to tell in as few words as pos.
sible about cremation ur rather a meric
making aftcr the cremation. When a
man woman or child dies they place the
body in abox and bury it and aftera
time say two weeks or two months the
body is taken up and burned. A frame
of bamboo sticks is made some four or
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five feet from the grouud and en this is
piled fagots of wood. All around this
the relatives sit with shaven heads, (a
badge of mourning here) and dressed in
in w‘hite. Near by is a band of musicians
with their drums and other instruments.
When the hour for cremating arrives a
procession of priests come in their yellow
robes, bearing the box in which the body
".as been placed. After marchingaround
the pile several times thuy place the box
on the top of the pile and one of the re-
Iatives breaks over the corpsv a cocoanut
thus anoir hing the face and body with
the juice which it contains. Some betel:
nuts is then placed in the box or coffin
and the clothes which the dead had worn
are made into a bundle and tossed back
and forth over the coffin some half dozen
times and finally placed inside. Then
more wood is put on the topof the
ooffin and the relatives and friends come
with lighted torches and eet fire to the
pile. After she wood is burned they
rake the body (what remains of it) from
the ashes and give it to the vultures and
other birds which are sure t: be hover-
ing near attimes of burnings. It isa
terrible sight to behold though I have
never yet witnessed it myself. I can
easily understand how disgusting it must
be to enlightened minds to look on such
things. e people even take pieces of
the burned body and eat it thinking they
make merit byit and will never die of
the sane disease that took the poor vic-
tim off whose body has been burned.
How thankful we ought tobe that we
were born ina christian land and have
been taught to love a Saviour who has
been pleased to show us the true light
and that we need not trust inour own
merits for salvation but inthe merits of
Jesus,

There is 8 heathen temple adjoining
our compound znd for three days there
has been music and festivities ete., going
on there until we are guite tired of the
noise. They keep it up all night as well
80 that we cannotsleep. You will want
to know what all this noise is &hout.
Well I will tell you. Ahout six months
ago a man died and was buried and last
week his wife had his body taken up and
burued or cremated. All this noiseis
made over his bones which have been

laced in a box in the heathen temple.
he widow is making merit by giving
money to people for Xlaying on their in-
straments, beating drums, and also to
srieats for praying over th:bones of her
eparted husbard. Thisis called a fu-
neral but it does not seemj much like a
funeral, for go any time you . ke and you

find them playing, laughing, and havin

all rorts og fgn.g We gwengl one evonini
o see the fire-works, They were very
beautiful, and the old woman dressed in
white (their sign of mourning) with her

head shaven ::-iucd to onjoy the fun as
much as a..rx o,
1 am glad 10 kaow that my niece is al-

ready o little missionary and succeeded
80 well with her Dayspring card. I hope
you will lose u» opportunity of doing lit-
tle things for the Master, and that every
year you may o a little more until you
w upto be u very useful woman
aly think of these poor women here
trusting in their own merit to reach
Heaven. They thipk that by giving
of their gold and silver they can purchase
eternal life. They must be very miser-
able who have no Saviour to work for
and love, Pray for them and for me
that I may be enabled to teach maay the
plan of salvat.on.

A young laiy has lately come to Siam
to assist me in the work. 8he is a Dane
born in Denmark but educated in Ameri-
ca. She will not be ableto do much for a
year or two as sho canuot speak a word
of the lanfuage yes.

At our last communion 19 made appli-
cation to unite witn the church. One of
the baptized converts was an old man
upwards of seventy years of age. An-
other, a womau about forty-five who
had been a noted gambler all her life.
She has been cook in our boarding school
for several months, and she seems seo
changed sinco her conversion. She sold
all her children and her own person in
order to carry on her terrible practice of
gambling. She is going to redeeem her

irlsand has already got twoof them with

er. Whata ;owerful weapon the gos-
is when it can change the hearts of such
creatures and lift them up from such
depths of degrxdation and heathenism.
Oh how encouraged we feel to go on giv-
ing the plan of silvation to a people who
need it so much.”

LITTLE WORKERS.
For the Children’s Presbyterian.

Two years ago some of the Sabbath
Schools in Connecticut planted six ears
of corn for missionary purposes. From
these 8ix ears u harvest was realized of
$120. Beside the money YValue there
bave been spiritual results und God’s
kingdom has been advanced. Six _new
flourishing Sabbath Schools have grown
from this seed corn and five othtrs have
been aided. One of these Sabbath Schools
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has become a church, and in arevival in
another 40 persons have joined the
church.

How much little workers for Jesus can
do when the heart is willing. And if
willing God will open up ways and means
by which you can work for him. He put
it into the hearts of the children in Con-
necticut to plant corn, and see the re-

,sulta.
Our Dayspring funds needs help and
you can all do something for itif you

ut forth an effort. How many of you

ave planted some potatoes for Jesus this
spring or have your mission patch in the
garden, your mission hen or tree. Let
all try and see what you can do, and I
am sure you will find a great deal of
happiness in working for Jesus. You
may uot see great results bere as you
thus work but the day of Judgement will
show how much you have done.

[HE PENITEN IE<.

This Saciety, until it is crushed out,
will remain an eflectual barrier to the
rogress of morality and good order in
ew Mexico. It was founded at Santa
Cruz in 1593 by the ol1 Franciscan mis-
sionaries. It was originally intended as

a means of bringing the whole population
within the pale og the Church, and its
{:rim:ipal dogma was that no ain could

e forgiven without wonf ssion and ex-

iation  As the time wore on and the
Society becune independent, it added
dogmas of its own. One of these, the
inverse of the above, was that no sin
could be so great but that 4 sufticient |
expiatin could purge it away. There !
are 20,000 Penitentes, aad as they
are mutually sworn to assist aud protect |
one another. even to the extent of per- !
jury, it will be readily seen what a for- |
midable hydra the New Mexican judges |
have to deal with. It is only the pow- |
erful influence of their priests that keeps
them at all within bounds.

The public services of expiation are
heldonce & year in Holy-week. There
is never any lack of expiants. An image
of the virgin is piaced in the centre of
the church, or in the campo santo before
it, and the ground for many yards in
front of it is strewn knee deep with cac-
tus, whoase poisonous vines will sometimes
pierce: the heaviest-soled shoe. Through
this bed of living thorns the Penitentes
march with naked feet or crawl along on
bare knees, calling piteonsly " the while

'
|
1
1
i
i
i
|
|

on the Viegin for forgiveness of their
sins.  As if this were not sufficient, they

scourge themselves with gicat bunches
of cactus tied together on a thong, and
slash themselvea with knives. Thenatural
result of these horrible exercises isa
death now and then, and many maimed
and pitiable creasture who drag out a mis-
crable existence for the remainder of
their days. In one of the little chapels
we visited, the whitewashed walls were
splashed with blood to the height of six
or eight feet. Monsignor Lamy, the

resent enlightened Archbishop of New
K{exioo, has made strenuous efforts to
abolish this evil, but ro stronglg is it in-
trenched in the customs of the people
that he has met with but little success
in his efforts. - Birge Harrisor, in Harp-
er's Magazine for May.

A FRENCH CHILD'S FAITH.

Mr. Greig, of the McAll Mission in
Paris, stated the following fact at a meet-
ing of the Sunday School Association :

Having heard of the Petit Montrouge
as one of the suburbs most in need of the
Gospel, he resolved to open a Sunday
School there if he could hire a suitable
place at a moderate price. H had looked
in vain for some months. At last dis-
couraged, he was about to give up all hopes
when on his way homeward he was stop”
pe:d by apoor little humpback yirl.who
said to him: “O, Mr. Greig, have a Sun-
day School here! We had such a nice
onc in the Faubourg St. Antvine! I was
g0 sorry to leave it, but my parents left
Paris to ccme here, and I had to come
with them.” **My hit-c girl, there is not
a place to be had in Montronge. 1 have
been geveral months looking for one with-
out suceess, ' ‘O but you will find one,”
she replied, -*for I have asked Cod for
it.” Mr. Greig smiled and said, *‘May
it be so, my child ; continuc to pray.”

Returning to Paris, he thought much
on the faith of the little girl. Two days
after he was informed that the owner of
a drinking shop had failed and a place
was offered at a low rent. He returned
to Montrouge, found it was 8o, hired the
shop and opcned a Sunday School. The
prayerful little girl was one of the first
scholars. The second Sunday she brought
eight other children. Having placed
them in a row she exclaimed, pointing at
them and looking at Mr. Grei%, “‘See, sir,
1 have brought all these.” That school
is now prosperous.—JX. Y. Observer,
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THE PRICELESS TREASURE,
BY W. B HARRIS.

** But one has to give up 80 much to
become » Christian,” said Charles to Ed-
ward.

They were walking home from church
together. The heautiful scenery on every

“ band,the river at their side,and the white.

flecked, azure sky over all, led naturally
from thouch:s of the beauty of God’s
works to Gtod’s goodnoss, and to the
question whether we ought not to love
and obey so loving a Father.

«¢ Yes, certainly there is much to give
up. But is not what one receives worth
the sacrifice? Did not Jesus know the
value of this salvation? You remember
that striking parable in which He com-
pares our salvation to a field in which a
man discovered & treasure of great value.

When he understood the value of it he
made haste to sell all that he possessed
a order to pucrhase that one field.”

- But, Edward, will it cost me as much
as it did him? Must I give up every
thing?”’

‘“ Why, yes, every thing that by givin
up will help you to nbtaig this saylv?tiong.

very thing that hinders you from hav-
ing it now. There were some things
that this mian possessed that he could
not sell—his life,his fuculties, his family
perhaps—hut every thing that would

contribute towaids his possession of the !

desired treasure he gladly gave up.
“‘How ‘earnest!y he desired 1t ! Yet he
never wounld have heen able to obtain it
if he had been obliged to pay its real
value. He paid the price for an ordinary
field ; its owner supposed that was what
he was selling; but the purchaser re-
ceived many times more 1 value than he
did or ever could pay for. With all our
giving up—and this ia our part, which
we must do—we must not imagine that
we can pay the fuli valne of salvation.
That is a8 far above our reach as the
clouds overhead. We never could pos-
sess it at all if it depended wholly on us.
But Jesus has paid the price, and God is
now waiting to bestow this treasure on—
well,Cha-lie,on you. Won’t you have it?”

“ 1 have kunown for a long time that I
ought I am ashamed of myself, now
that I should look so much’at what it
costs me as to forget,what its true value
is. Yes, I will say

‘¢ All for Jesus gladly resign,
All for Jesus ; He alone is mine.”

\
DEAD! WITH A STRAW IN HIS
HAND !

Some time ago, while standing at a
railway station, iny attention was attract
ed by a numher of persons passing in and
out of what seemed to be only an ordin-
ary tool house My curiosity becoming
excited, I crossed the track aud entered
the house. There, awaiting identifi-
cation, I saw the body of a man, which
i1ad been found early that morning at the
foot of a steep embankwnent not far from
the station. AsI viewed the remains I
diecovered that in one hand there was a
straw. The man evidently had grasped
it while falling, in his natural endeavor
to get hold of something by which tosave
himself. It wa-only a straw, and hence
it was no help for him. There he lay,
dead ! with a straw in his hand ! Since
meeting with this incident, which ro-
mained in my mind and made me sad for
many days, I have frequently been re-
mined of it as I have met with persons
who were clirging to some falae hope, or
some trivial excuse, in place of accepting
the Lord Jesus Christ. It has been
often suggested to e, as I have con-
versed with men, and have ascertained
what they are holding to for their eter-
nal salvation,in place of that streng hand
which has never lost a sonl—the negative
guesses of Universalism, or their mere in-
tellectual assent to the truth, or their
prayers, or the'r professinis, or their mor-
ality, ot their philinthropyg or their su-
periority to many professing Christians—
straws ! mere stiaws ! ¢‘O that they were
wise, that they understood this, that
tshoy would counsider their latter end '~

el.

The beat mis-1onaries agree that con-
troversial preaching, while necessary on
certain occasions, 18 not the preaching
that wins souls to Christ. Awmong the
one hundred aund fitty Roman Catholics
who have been united with the Presby-
terian Church in Valperaiso, South A-
merica, about one-third have said that
| the turning-point in their religious ex-
perience took place while witnessing our
celebration of the Lord's Suprer. No
word ot controversy there! Praye:s,
exhortations and worsrip, all * :athin,
of our deep need and unworthi.ess, an
of the glory and beauty of Chriet Jesus.
Is not His promise thus fufilled daily :

*“And I, if I be lifted up, will drawall
men unto Me ?"'—Presbyterian Recorder.
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‘'THE JOY OF HAVING CHRIST
WITH US.

BY REY, TUEODORK L. CUYLER.

*“They have sent me to this prison to
feast with my King. The bridegroom
hath run away with mny heart; I am
drowned over head and ears in His love.
We children of the bride-chamber have
cause to leap for joy, for we have got-
ten the bridegroom’s love-ring, and the
marriage supper is drawing nigh. O time
run fast ! O sun hasten on the banquet !
I wonder what the marriage supper of the
Lamb will be in God's dining palace of
glo:?'. asince & kisa of Christ in this poor
wilderness is s0 comferting.”

In such rapturous expressions as these
did the devout Samuel Rutherford pour
forth his soul during his imprisonment
for Christ’s sake in Aberdeen. They
seem extravagent even to Christians, who
seldom realize what the Master meant
when He said ‘‘Can the childrea of the
bridegroom mourn as long as the bride-
groom is with them %, No illustration
that he could use would set forth more
fully the piivilege and the duty of His

ple torejoice evermore as long as they
ve Him abiding in their hearts, It was
the cuatom in %’&lestine for the para-
nymphs or companions of the bridegroom
to spend the whole week of the wedding
in such unbroken festivities that tuey
were excused from devotions in the Tem-
ple, and from all ordinary labor.

8Such was to be the joy of every believ-
er ; and such may ours be if we will give
Christ Jesus His right place in our hearts
and in our lives. The fault is ours en-
tirely that our lives are not more glad-
some : there ought to be vastly more of
sunshine and serenity, and sweetness in
the lives of all who are possessors of the
greatest treasure of the universe. The
sin smitten care-laden world needs the
example and the inspiration of a joyous
religion in order to abtract it to Jesus.
We owe it toourselves, we owe it to Him
to wear a sunnier face, and even amid
heavy trials o beam forth brightness, as
the waves of the ocean phosphoresce with
sparkles of light at midnight.

What do we think of a newly married
couple whose faces wear an illconcealed
frown or cast of sadness when in each
other’'s company? We pronounce it an
ill-matched match. There is no love be-
tween them. Must not a sharp-eyed
world coneclude that there is nc depth
and reality of 1o ve for Christ in our hearts
when we go worrying, and groaning, and
meaning on our road to heaven? If we

will persist in living on mere externsls,

and at the mercy of outward circum-

staaces, we cannot expect to be happy.

But if we make Christ actual and real,

if we walk in constant fellowship with,
Him, we may defy all the powers of
darkness to disturb our joys.

Only think what Christ may be to,us,
and what He promises when He.says
“Lo, I am with you always.” This means
heart-fellowship. It is not where we are,
but what we are that determires our hap-
piness. The joy of wedlock does not de-
pend on & fine house ora splendid equip-
age, but on the perfezt urion of two pure
hearts. Such never tire of each other ;
the oil of love prevents all friction. My
beloved is mine ,and Iam his, that is
enough. Paul in srite of poverty, and
toil,and bonds, and ,ersscutions,marched
along his up-hill road shouting **Who
shall separate me from the love of Christ?”
Strip kim, whip him, lock himn wp in the
dungeon and yet that joy no man conld
take from him. He had his Savioural.
ways with him. The honeymoor of his
nuptials with Christ never came to an
end. Why should ours? It need not if
we are true to our vows and do not lust
after adulterous alliances with sin. Our
blessed Masater will give us just as much
of His close, loving fellowship as we ask
for, and the measure of Christ is the true
measure of both happiness and power.

There is a wonderful exaltation and
transformation of character produced by
the intimate society of a noble, gifted
and stimulating friend. This has saved
many a boy in college. This has been
the making of many a man ; he was grav.
itating downward until a brave, godly
woman got hold of his heart and lifted
him up with her to a higher plane of life.
If such be the lifting power of a human
associate, O what limit shall we set to
Christ's power to elevate, and enrich,and
ennoble our characters? Jesus seems to
say to us, Keep fasthold on Me, and I
will carry you up, up into a purer atmos-
phere. up from grovellin§ thoughts, up
into a higher view of life, up into the
peace of God that passes the understand-
ing of the slaves of this world. While
He is with us we cannot go astray. We
do not lust after unclean enjoyments
while He is ever before us, any more than
a true husband wanders after wantons,
while a pure wife fills his eye and heart.
The only real couqueror of sin is an ever-

resent, ever loveu, and ever followed
g&viour. 1t is not Christianity that keeps
us, it is Christ.

Then too if we enjoy His favor what
matters it how many shall praise us, or
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_ shall turn the cold shoulder to us?
Sometimes our best undertaking do not
seem to sucoeed. Nomatter. If weare
sure that we are pleaain% onur Master,
that ought to be enough. Brother, don't
be discouraged with your hard, uF-hill
work. and with your apparent failures.
Jenus is looking at you as He was at His
disciples when ‘‘they toiled all night and
caught nothing.” The real goal of your
endeavor is to gonor Him and servé Him.
Do not be distressed as long as you have
the joy <f His smile and the approval of
conscience.

Finally, there is not a single soul wed-
ded to Christ Jesus that ought ever to be
wretched. Every day ought to bring
some fresh view of the bridegroom.
Every sacrament ought to be a wedding
feast. We ought to look oftener atour
marriage ring. While Hk is with us our
joy should be full. O ye who are long-
ing for a love that can never change, and
for a lover who can naver die, come and
give yourselves to One who says ‘I will
never leave you, ard where I am ye shall
be also. My joy shall remain with you,
and no man shall take it from you.”

PRESBYTERY MEETINGS.
HaLIFAX PRESBYTERY.

THE Presbytery met on Tuesday May
I6th, in Chalmers’ Church, at 10 o’clock,
Rev. E. Macnab was appointed to mod-
erate in a call at Windsor, June 10th, at
7:30 P. M. The list of delegates to the
Assembly was changed by substituting
Rev. Messrs. Jack and Anderson for two
brethren who reported their inability to
attend. Elders Isaac Creighton, W, H-
Waddell, W. Reid of Montreal, and G
Ferrier Burns of Toronto, were elected as
commissioners. It was left with the
moderator and Clerk to complete the list,
The Preab; to ask leave of
the General Assembly to rcceive Rev. T.
C. Gilmonr and Rev. G. A. Howie as
ministers of the Canada Presbyterian
Church.

" A special meeting of the Presbyte

will be held at Chalmers’ Charch, Hu{xy
fax, June 23rd, to receive report of mo-
derstion at Windeor, Adjourned to
meet for general business on the second
Tuesday of July, at St. Matthew’s

Church, at 10 o’clock in the morning.

’ ALrAN SiMpsox, Clerk

PresBYTZRY OF 371, JoHN.

The regular monthly meeting of the
St. John Presbytery, was held May 5th.

The session records of the different
congregations were submitted and refer-
red to committees tc examine. On their
being examined the Committee reported
all the records to have been kept ina
satisfactory manner.

Rev. Dr. McRae presente* the appli-
cation of Calvin church for moderation in
a call. The application was granted.

The statistical report was presented by
the clerk.

The number of churches and stations
supplied within the bounds of the }'res-
bytery during the year was 84.

Sittings in these churches, 12,975.

Number of families, 2,550.

Number contributing to support of or-
dinances 1,618.

Number of single persons 281.

Nunmber of communicants, 3,146

Baptism of infants, 328.

Of adults, 34,

Number of elders, 140.

Number of other office-bearers, 225,

Average number attending weekly
prayer meetings 186.

umber in Sabbath school and Bible
claas, 3126.

Number engaged in Sabbath school
work, 401.

Number of vols. in school snd Congre-
gational libraries, 7,522.

The stipends promised by the congre-
gations amounted to $18,951.

Stipends paid by congregations, $19,-
734.

Arrears due by congregations $729.
73‘0&1 stipends from all sources, 8$19,-
977.

Amount expended on churches or
manses during the year, $18,281.

Amouni expended on other incidental
cengregational objects, $15,350.

Total expenditure for strictly congre-
gational purposes, $52,854.
gg'gotal payment for all puiposes, $59,-

Rev. Dr. Macrae submitted a report
on Home Mission Work. Twentystudenta
have been appointed to the different flelds
for the summer. An ordained winister
Rev. D. Macrae has been placed in Kin-
eardine.

Resolved thas application be made %o
take Mr.Cahill on trial with a view to his
being ordained as missionary.

Mesars. Murray, Caison and Fiske,
cardidates for the ministry, passed satis-
factory examinations, and received li-
cense to preach tho gospel.
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The clerk realan i from the congre-
ration ut Harvey, w :v. Mr. Ross of
i’rinco William. Mr. Lloss declined the
call.

On motivn Dr. Bennet,and J. D. Mur-

ray were made c¢'erical . substisutes for
two delezite. to the yeneral assembly.
Mr A, Mo Cilan, Dr. James Walker
and Judge <tev.ns were appointed the

lay subsutntes.

The vemnt fiom the general assembly
on the ducvased wife's sister question was
sabmitted. The committee who have
the matic~ in hand make three recom-
mendation> o4 which they ask the opi-
nion of the Presbytery.

The first of these, that the Mosiac
law of iucest i+ of permanent obligation
and that the marriage ought not to be of
the d: gree of consanguinity or affinity
fo'rbid( en in the Word. was approved
of.
The sccond, that the proposition, viz.,
‘‘a mau may not marry any of his wife's
kindred nearer in bloood than he may of
his own, is, in the opinioa of the commit-
tee not sufficiently sustained by the an-
thority of Scriﬁtnre." was over.

The third, that church discipline shall
not be exercised in regard to marriage
with a wife's sister, wife’s aunt and wife's
niece, was adopted.

Rev. Dr. Macrae submitted a report
of the committec on church erection, in
which it was suggested that shares of §1
each be dis; of to those who will buy,
and in this way money sufficient for the
needs of the ?resbybery could he obtained.
The wanic of the found are immediate.
the Presbytery being pledged to as-
sist two congregations who have al-
ready built a church and on motion of Dr.
Smith the shares were placed at 50 cents
each,and a committee, consiating of three
members from each of the congregations
in St. John, Dr. Macrae tobe th: con-
vener, was authorized to be formed and

iven authority to prepare a circular to

sent to the differeat con tions of
the presbytery, with a request that ef-
forts be made to raiae money by this
means to meet urgent emands.

The following memorial from the ses-
sion of St. Da\'i?i's church was presented :

That your memoriali-ts have for some
time past viewed with sorrow aad alarm
the very great increase wu the amount of
desecration of the Lords's Day inducedby
the running of railway trains and ste un-
boats, and the carrying ou the business
of livery stables and of cigar and ot*-~r
stores and shops and gconseqnent
breaking down of the requirements of
the fourth commandmnent and the depri-

of worshipping God, and the enjoyment
of the rest guaranteed by the institution
of the Sabbath. »

Your memorialists would therefore re-
spectfully ask that it may please your .
reverend body te take such action in the °
premises as may seem best to you, in
order tg bring the matter before the local -
authorities, and also which further action
as may aid in this cause through the sn
perior courts of the church.

G. Brucs,
Moderator Session

After some further discussion, a com-
mittee on Sabbath observance was ap-
pointed as follows : Mr. Bruce convener ;
Dr. Macrae Mr. Hogg, Messrs, Porbes,
Milligan and Johnston. )

A conference on the state of religion
was held in the evening in St. Andrew’s
Church, at which the repert of the com-
mittee on the state of religion was read
and short addresses delivered. There °
was & good attendance. :

PRESBYTERY OF WALLACE.

. This Presbytery met at Wallace on
May 5th.

The Presbytery expressed their satis-
faction with the progress and success of
the augmentation movement withimrtheir
bounds. Siuce their last meeting the
congregation ot Linden and St. Matthew's
Wa%lace, had been visited in the inter-
ests of the scheme and had responded
liberally. While the amount, i. e.,
8175 allocated to the Presbytery, bad
been nearly realized, there being at this
date a deficiency of only Twenty-Five
Doilars.

Mr. MacKenzie was appointed to mod-
derate in a call at 8t. Matthew's, Wallave,
should occasion arise.

The Clerk having resigned his int-
as commissioner to the Assembly Mr.
Boyd was appointed in his stead.

e Presbytery then considered the
remits of the General Assembly. Asre-
gards marriage with a deceased wife'’s
sister, it was agreed to approve of the .
first-finding of the Committee’s report
and to disnpprove of the second and
third. In other wordsin the Presbytery’s
judgement the law and practice of the
Church on the marriage question should
remain unaltered.

It was to approve Recourmen-
dation No. 5 in the report of Committee
of Aged & Infirm Ministers Fund, Wes

tern Section.
As the Assembly Fuhd it was

agreed to object to any diminution of the

vatisn of so many persons of the privilege .
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copies presently circulated of the Minutes
of Assembly.

It wasalso agrzed to recommend that
the fullest publicity ahould be given to
the statistics of the Church and that if
possible they should be published in the
Record. -

The next meeting was appointed to be
held at Tatamagouche, ou the first Wed-
nesday of August next, at eleven, A. M.

THOS. SEDGWICK, Clerk.

Picrou PRESBYTERY.

The Presbytery of Pictou met at the
Vale Colliery on the 26th inst.

A call from the congreg. tiou of Sharon
Church, Stellarten, signed by 162 com-
muauicants and 38 adherents, and ad-
dressed to ths Rev. T. A. Nelson, re-
cently of the congregation of Dunbar, in
the Presbytery of Brockville, was sus-
tained, and ordered to be transmitted to
Mr. Nelson. Mr. Cumming, who had
moderated in the call, reported unani-
mity, and the Cuommissioners stated that
the congregation ofler a stipead of 1000
and a mansze. .

Mr. James McKay, of Riverton, was
appoiated a Commissiouner to the General
Assembly vice Mr. D. McDonald, re-
signed.

The evening sederunt was chiefly ccca-
%i:d with the induction of Mr. McLeod.

ere was a larg2 congregation preseut.
Mr. M preached au appropriate ser-
mon froi e text, II Cor. V : 14, 15 :—
*““The love of Christ constraineth us,”
&c. The Moderator, after putting the
questions of the Formula, led in prayer
and inducted Mr. McLeod. Mr. Blairin
suitable terms addressed the newly in-
docted Pastor, and Mr. Cumming the
people ; after which the congregation had
an opportunity of welcoming Mr. Mec.
Leod in the usual way. The Treasurer
paud the first quarter’s salary in advance
and Mr. McLeod was introduced to the
Session by the interim Moderator.

E. A. MacCurbpy,
Presbytery Clerk.

Evil will repeat itself. A father af-
flicted over a dissolute son said, ‘‘The
bitterest pang of all is, that he is doing
the very things I did at his age.” This
is pot an arbitrary law ioflicated tpon
humanity, but the nocessary result of
cause and effect; to ¢ e it would re-

uire an annibilation of the universe.
ighteonaness and wickedness alike have
ogies and produce results according

to the nature of their several causes.

TRAIN UP A CHILD.

Timothy was what James Mill would
have esteemed extremely urfortunate,
having been biassed in favour of revealed
religion in childhood. Mill brought up
his son, John Stuart, as he thought, in
absolute fresdom from bias ; in point of
fact, with an intense prejudice against all
Christian belief, Bias cannot be escaped.
How mauch to be preferred that recetved
from Lois and Eunice ! A friend eaid to
Coleridge that in his opinion children
ought to be allowed to grow up as they
would, entirely without prejudice in fa-
vour of religion. The philosopher took
him out into a ueglected garden, full of
weeds, and pointed to it as a garden, full
of weeds, and pointed to it as a garden
allowed to grow up as it would, not pre-
occupied by flowers and fruits. Absence
of bias in the direction of God and holi-
ness means 80 much the more likelihood
of complete ensiavement to unbelief and
error and sin.

HOW TO BE MISERABLE.

In the first place, if you want to be
miserable be selfish. Think all the time
of yourself, and of your own things. Dont
care about anybody else. Have no feel-
ings for any one but yourself. Never
think of enjoying the satisfaction of see-
ing others happy ; but the rather, if you
see a smiling face, be jealous lest annther
should enjoy what you have not. Envy
every one who it better off in any respect
than yourself ; think unkiudly towards
them, and speak lightly of them. Be aon-
stantly afrzid lest some one should en-
croach upon your rights; be watchful
against it, and if any one comes 1iear your
things, snap at him like a mad dog. Con-
tend earnestly for everything thatis your
own, though it may not be worth a pin ;
for your ** rights” are just as much con-
cerned as if it were a pound of gold. Ne-
ver yield a point. Be very sensitive, and
take everything thatis said to you in play-
fulness in the most serious manner.
jealous of your friends, lest they should
not think enough of you ; aud if at any
time they should seem to neglect yéu, put
the worst construction uion their condact

ou can. Thus will you keep yourself un-
iappy.—-Chriaﬁaa Commonwealth.

Satan always rocks the cradle when
we sleep at our dev.tions. If we would
prevail with God, we must wrestle :
and we would wrestle happily with
God, we must wrestle first with our own
dulness- —Biskop Hall.
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SUNDAY NEWSPAPERS.
The Sunday paper problem is undoubt-
odly assuming huge proportions. What-
ever means of check havealready been
used, nothing yet hus been sufficient to
stop this evil in its long strides t ward
becoming a fixed social feacure. Now I
want to suggest & remely. It is that
Christians apply their Christian princi-
pals. I would aek Christians to meet
the Sunilay paper problem. Let them
refuse toread it. These evils always re-
-p;nd toa dem\ud.d ‘}‘hen, if possible,
refuse to onize 8 daily paper that has
3. Snndaymioll:i. beThe nefrvl;eof theSun-

y paper wou cut if the manage-
ment o?ethe daily paper understood that
tL. Christian public would not wink at
itasin. This would be applied Christi-
anity.—Bosion paper.

Among the most intimate friends of
David Hume was Sir James Stuart Den-
ham, one of the early illustrators of poli-
tical economy, and a man of humor and
pleasantry. He was mach addicted to
that favorite amusement of last century,
then termed cramming, and which is now
better known as hoaxing. He used to
find in Hume one of the best of all possi-
ble subjects for his favorite exercise, as
the philosopher, it must be understood,
was in all common affairs the most credu-
lous of mortals. One day, after having
run the philosophic aceptic to a consider-
able length, he could keetﬁ up the joke no
longer, but burst out with, “ Ah, Davy,
Davy, you would believe ony thing, man,
but what's in the Bible !”

Faitn.—In the Medical Press Dr.
fgantun tells of a young maun whoattend

the Salvation Army meetings in order
to be cured of heart disease. Eight or
ten of the ‘“ soldiers” placed their hands
upon his head, and the ‘* Major" talked:
earnestly with him and crossed his fore
head with oil. He was asked if he did
not feel healed, and replied in the nega-
tive. | The process was repeated, and the
bystanders shouted to him that he was
healed. But he was still obliged to deny
the fact, and was at last ignominiously
dismissed with the obsecvation from the
Major **Yon don’t understand faith.”

None have more pride than those who
dream that they have none. You may
labor against vain glory till you conceive
that you are humble, and the fond con-
ceit of your humility will prove to be
pride in ful} bloom. —Spwrgeon.

LONDON CITY MISSION

According to the Christian the London
City Missien,by it 461 missionaries, visits
half a million of the poorest people in
the metropolis. The annual report men-
tioned that on May 16 the City Mission
would complete its fiftieth year. The
Jubilee Fuad, for which it was hoped
$100,000 would be raised,has only reach-
ed $80,000, but is not yet cl . Hap-
pily this extra effort has not leasened the
on{inary receipts of the year. The re-

rt speaks in a most cheerful tone a-
ggnt the work and prospects all round.

One of the most graphic, as well as
one of the most instructive parts of the

rt, is that which deals with the
public house visitation. Here it is stated
that “‘whereas at first hard blows and an
ignominious ion from the house
had often to be endured, such events in
the present day are of rare occurence.”
Many will rejoice, on the authority of
such a report as that of the City Mission,
to have the assertion that ‘¢ Information
received from various districts tends to
prove that the public- house trade is on
the waue.”

‘“ A district is referred to where in
eleven years the population has increased
by over 70,000, whilst the public-houses
have decreased by twenty-three, and the
coffee-hounses increased “y fifty-two. An-
other much-nesded branch rations
is that amongst the foreign ents, for
whom small provision is made by the
churches of their own countries ; and
were it not for the nine City Missionaries
who gddress them in their own languages,
‘““many thousands would iive and die in
London ignorant of Christ and his gos-

The report summarizes the happy re-
sults of t!&e vaited eﬂ"ortil:ls oli:zl ﬁgl;mtun
bodies and agencies in the years
in London thus : ¢“ Crime has decreased ;
brutal sports have diminished ; drinking
habits have been to some extent checked;
the gospel bas gained for itself not only
a patient bearing, but evenearnest atten-
tion, and multitndes have been eternally
saved.”

Dr. Davidson, the most learned of
Enylish rutionalistic critics, says :—‘Bad
exegesis inay attempt to banish the doc-
trine of eternal punishment from the
New Testament Scriptures, but it is still
thzre; and e itors who wish to get
rid of it, as on Farrar does, injure
the cause they have in view by misrep-
rasentation.”

v
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CLIPPINGS.
United States.

There are over thirty Mormon churches
in Colorado, sixty in Idaho, and about
seventy in Arizona.

A native high-caste Brahmin was or-
ined to the ministry at Princeton, N.
April ;22nd. He1s to go to India as

mwissionary.

Washington is well provided with
charches. Statistics show I80 with 49,-
351 members. Of this total membership,
about 21,000 are in the coloured
enurches,

The receipts of the Board of Foreign
Missions of the United Presbyterian
@hurch in this country during the past
.year were $71,666,74, an advance of over
;8.000 oun the previous year.

The Foreign Board of the Presbyterian
Church contemplate locating a Chinese
wmission for southern California, with Los
Angelos as a centre, where they already
have a Chinese church with between for-
ty and fifty members.

Bishop Stuart l& d four other Mormons,
who pleaded guilty to polygamous prac-
ﬁca,pwere each fined $300 and sentenced
to four months in prison, on Saturday,
recently in Blackfoot, Idaho. Thesre are
, the first convictione in the territory.

There are over thirty Jewish syna-

es in New York. Some of them,

e the Temple on Fifth Ave., are among

the most imposing edifices in the city, but

great numbers of their con, tions

meet in hired rooms. The total Hebrew
popalation is about 100,000.

The conscience fund of the United
Sates Treasury continues toswell. Dur-
ing the two months of the new r.dmin-
istration eight persons with consciences
bave rendered up their big and little
thefts, ing in size from five to nine
hundred dollars and amounting inall o

293,80. The last contrioution wu::{
a i jian and the amount refand-
od was .

Dr. Arthur Mitchell, one of the Secre-
taries of the Board of Foreign Missions
of the Presbyterian ch said ina

made New York last week,

the Board had received during the
M&novam,mm was over
§7,000 more than in any previous year,
Nevertheless, the year with a debt
of about fifyy thousand dollars.

Very relisble authority places the
number of evangelical preachers in this
country at 76,760, the congregations at
126,109, and the eommunicants at 10,-
561,648 Of various miscellaneous sects.
the preachers number 38,781, the oun-
gregatinos 10,763, and the adherents
7,169,865. The Roman Catholics report
6,..5 priests, 7,683 congregations, and
6,800,000 souls, including their entire
population. They are very far from pos-
seseing the land, though they love to have
f;ggle think so. These statistics are for

Britain.

The Wesleyans in England have decid.-
ed to start a mission fund for work in
the worst rookeries of London, and to
raise a fund of £125.000.

At the last annual meeting of the Ta-
bernacle congregation, Mr. Spurgeon’s,
of Lonjon, the report showed the total
membership to be 5,399, the same as last
year. The baptisms during the year
numbered 310.

The enemies of the Welsh Sunday

i closing act persist in declaring that it is

a failure. Let the facts speak, One of
these is that in Wrexham alone thirteen
brewerics have been closed.

The United Presbyterian Church of
Scotland has only 558 congregations,
with a membership of 178,195 members,
composed of by no means the wealthy
classes, and yet it has contributed, for its
various schemes of Christian benevclence
£84 243. Last year the eutire income
of the Church was £397,288.

Profeesor Henry Drummond, with a
party of seven students from Edinburgh,
conducted & crowded meeting of men in
the circus at Greenock on a recent Sab-
bath evening. A profound impression
was made on the vast audience by the
testimonies of the students and the ad-
dress of the Professor.

At a recent meeting in Westminster
Abbey, London, a member of the Uni-
versities’ mission in Zanzibar stated that
they had thirty-fire native evangelista,
formerly slaves, and among their con-
verts was an earnest Chrstian
fwmﬂm 6o the Sultan of Zansibar,
The slaves had printed at their
printing-office the whole of the New

tament and a large portion of the OM in
jundsretood
out the interior. chrongh-
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reseuted to the annual
meeting of the English Baptist Mission-
ary Society, Mr. A. Baynes stated that
they had had more conversions, larger
reinforcements, and Jurger contribntions
than ever. ‘I'wenty-tv:o missionaries had
been accepted by the committee during
the year—a larger number than in any
previous year of the Society’s existence.

In his report

Europe

There are now 161 Baptist churches in
Germany.

There are fourtcen Protestant congre-
gtiona in the city of St. Petersburgh,

ussia. During the year 1884 there were
2,131 children baptized and 1,084 con-
firmations

Australasia.

The sustentation fund of the Presby.
terian Church of New South Wales has
yielded an equal dividend during the past
three years of $1.500 The total amount
contributed last year shows an increase of
$6,940.

Asia.

It issaid that recent deciphering of
the cuneiform inscriptions on the Baby-
lonian tablets in the British Museum re-
vealed twenty-six names mertioned in
Genesis, and confirmed the Biblical re-
cord of the migration of Abram from Ur
of the Chaldees.

The Rev. Dr. Henry H. Jessup, of
Beirut, Syria, writes that the Turkich
government is becoming more hostile to-
wards the mission work. They have al-
ready closed six of the village schools,
and it is feared that they will iuterfere
still further.

Lord Radstock writes to the London
Christian that prejudice against Christi-
anity seems to be dying out all over India.
There are more students in the Christian
College in Madras than in the Govern.
ment and Hindoo College together.
Christians in India are i:onvineed that &

t preparatory work is going on, to
soon foﬁowadrgy large resglta.g

One question discussed at the late Mis-
sionary Conference at Osaka,, Japag,
was whether it is better that mission~ries
should be sent out married or single.
Not only was the sentiment decidedly in
favor of their being married, but statistics
from one society showed that the term of
service for si men was five years
shorter than that of the married,

A place in Tokio, Japan that was built
for a Buddist paeaching service has just
been rented to the Presbyterian Mission,
to be used as & church. A hall built to
pro?gau infidelity is also rented by one
of the churches. The priest of one of
the largeat temples in Tokio have tried
to raise money by offering a mortgage on
the temple, but no’ one will accept of
their offer.

Since the close of 1884 the Rev. Nara-
yan Sheshadri, a converted Brahmin,now
a Protestant minister has been privileged
to receive into the Church of Christ by
baptism more than twenty persons, four-
teen of these being adults. In his next
missionary tour towards the city of Pai-
than, in the native State of Haidaradad,
he expecta to admit about a hundred whe
are under training for baptism.

There are many that sey,* Give us the
morality of the New Testment; never
mind about the theology.” Aye, but you
cannot get the morality without the theo-
logy, unless you like to have rootless
flowers and lamps without oil. And if
you want to live as Paul enjoins you
will have to believe as Paul preaches.—
Standard of the Cross.

See this liquor obligarchy ! It has our
great cities by the throat. It holds in
the hollow of its hand hundreds of thou-
sands of votesand can hurl them this
way or that, at its own arbitrary will
or dictation. It assaults our Legislatures
and corrupts our legislation. 1t is the
chief curse of the oation. It pat:gerizes
and demoralizes and wastes and Jblights
and kills.— Rev. Herrick Johnson.

The Congregationalist says :—*‘A bro-
ther well. known for his evangelist work
szys that he bad talked with ﬁ%ty persons
within a few months who felt that their
Christian love bad grown cold, aud in
every case they admitted this had follow-
ed the neglect of secret prayer. With
many the next important downward step
was the omission of family prayer. Cer-
tain causes inevitably lead to certain re-
sults, and this sliding backward was just
what must be expected. The *‘ meansof
grace” is an expression that seems to be

ing out of use, but the fact remains no
f:u true now than in past years that
every Christian is in real danger as to
his apiritual life whenever he neglects
these means, such as the reading of
God's Word, daily secret prayer, at-
tendance upen the ofnyer-meehbg, and
devout o the Lord’s day.”
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We have received three dollars from | JESUS CHRIST THE SAME YES-

a “Friend” in Fall River, Mass., for For-
eign Missions, This same friend sent
three dollars not long since for the same
object.

Collection for the schemes of the Church |

from St. Matthew's Congregation, Pug.
wash. Pugwash $19.25; Pugwash River
$10.44 ; Rockley and Eel Creek $18.30;
Victoria $19.60 ; Oxfo d $12.80; Total
$89.39.

It is the minority in congregations chat
keep up prayer-meetings,Sabbavh-schools
and other means of growth. It is the
minority that does most of the giving for
religious and benevolent purposes. It is
the minority that does most of all the per-
sonal work for the church.

One important work that the Church
has before her is the mission to the Freed-
men of tue South. Twenty years ago at
the end of civil war there were bnt 4,000~
000 of aegroes in the South, now there
are 7,000,000, Of these 5,950,000 are
illiterate. There are among them over
2,000,000 of school age, of whom only
803,000 are in school.

The people of Rev. J. Herdman's
congregation, Campbellton, presented
him with an address and a purse of $200
at a farewell Social a few days since. He
goes to Calgarry to labour in the Home
Mission Field, carrying with him the
cordial love of the congregation, the high

. esteem of his copresbytersand the church

at large.

In one of Bulwer's novels the man of
the world asks a minister, *‘ You believe
in the efficacy of a death-bed repentance,
-when & inner has sivned till the power
of sinning be o ?' ‘I believe,” re.
plied, the preacher, *‘that in health
there is nothing 20 unsafe as trust in a
death-bed repentance ; I believe that on
the death-bed it cannot be unsafe to re-

peat?”’ .

* TERDAY, TO-DAY, AND FOR-
EVER.

There’s ncught on earth to rest upon,
All things are changing here.
The smiles of joy we gaze upon,
The friends we count dearmost;
One friend alone is chungeless
The one too oft’ forgot,
Whaese love has stood for ages past,
Qur Jesus changeth not.

The sweeteat flower on earth
That sheds its fragrance round
Ere evening comes has withered,
And lies upon the ground.
The dark and dreary desert
Has onI} one green spot
«Tis found in living pastures
With Him who changeth not.

And thus our bark moves onward,
O’er life's tempestuout sea,
While death’s unerring hand,
Is stamped in all we see,
But fuith has found aliving one,
‘Where hope deceiveth not ;
For life is hid with Jasus,
And Jesus changeth not.

There’s nought on earth to rest upon,
All things are changing here,
The smiles of joy we gaze upon
The friends we count "a0st dear,
One friend alone is changeless,
The one too oft’ forgot,
Whose love has stood for ages past,
Our Jesus changeth not.

Said Justice Field of the Supreme
Court of the United States: ‘‘Laws set-
ting aside Sunday as a day of rest are
upheld, not from any right of the govern-
ment to legislate for the promotion relig-
ous observances, but from its right to
protect all persons from the physical and
moral debasement which comes from un-
interrupted labor. Such laws have al-
ways been deemed beneficent and
merciful » especially to the poor and
depen lent, to the laborers in our factories
and workahops, and in the heated rooms
of our cities ; and their validity has been
sustained by the highest courts of the
States.”
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NEW HEBRIDES MISSION.

We have a letter from Rev,
Robertson dated, Sydney, A A.

il 1at. The Dayspring was to sail that

y for the Islands. Our Missionary
with his family had an exceedingly plea-
sant voyage from San Francisoo tog d-
pney. Mr. Robertson’s children are loft
at School at S8ydney. Rev. Mr. Laurie
of Aneitynm, and Rev. Charles Murray
for Axl rﬁm sailed in the Daysprin
with Mr. R. In Sydney Mr. R. secu
a horse, cart, and harness for use on Er-
romangs. Mr. Murray, late of Ambrym,
is in poor health, and failing rapidly.
Rev. Charles Murray, who proceeds to
fill nis station is his brother.— Witness.

A Karen woman offered herself for
baptism. Afterthe usua! exwmination I
inquired whether she could give up her
ornameats for Christ. It was an unex-
pected blow. I explained the spirit of
the gospel; I appealed to her own con-
sciousness of vanity; I read to her the
apostle’s prohibition (1 Tim ii 9) She
looked again and again to her handsome
necklace. and then, with an air of modest
decision that would adorn beyond all or-
naments any Christian in the land, she
took it off, saying, ‘I love Christ more
than this.’— Dr. Judson.

——~

There was an old man on a guiet coun-
try road, whose habit was to shut his
gate at night, and take his nap. One
wet midnight I knocked at his door, cal-
ling, ‘Gate, Gate.’ ‘Coming,’ said the
voice of the old man.

Then I knocked gin, and once more
the voice replied, ‘Coming,’ This went
on for some time, till at length I impat-
iently jumped of my horse, and opening
the door, demanded why he eried ‘Com-
ing' for twenty minutes, but never came.

Who's there I’ said the old man ina
quiet sleepy voice, rubbing his eyes;
;l:t mo want, sir? TbemI ;w::len-.

o your on, sir, I was asleep
I get 50 used to hearing ‘em kuook, that
I answers ‘Coming’ in my sleep, and
takes no more notice of it.’

8o it is with- mmz.hw of the Gos-
sia:wbohmit by habit, and at length
with their souls asleep.—Selected.

*There is not a mere effectnal way to
receive the true apirit of Christianity in
the world than seriously to meditate on
what we commoni uil the four last
t.l:nine-— death, m; Seaven, aad

H. A

Plain, straitforward morality and
every-day righteousnesy are better than
all emotion and d and allchurch-

ism,says the world,and Christianity sayw
much the same; but J;ltin, straightfor-
ward righteousneas and every-day moral-
ity come most surely when a man is keep-
ing close to Christ.—Maclaren.

To run & few steps will not get a man
beated, but walking an hour together
may; so though a sudden occasional
thought of heaven will not raise our af-
fections to any epiritual hest, yet medi.
tation can continue our wuoughts and
lengthen our walk, till our hearts grow
warmer. —Bazter.

The good results of educating the youth
in the family into the habit of going to
church may be well illustrated by a re-
mark attributed to an ex-mayor of Boe-
ton, to wit:—*‘*When I was & boy I
went {0 church because I had to; later
on, I wecat because I felt I ought to;
and aow I go because I enjoy it.”

Every beautiful thought that enters
into a child’s mind adds to the strength
and loveliness of the character in after
days. The educating influence of the
best books and papers is in valuable, and
no parent can afford to lose it in the
tralning of his family.—J. R. Miller,D D.
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THE SNARES OF SOUTH WINDS
AND SMOOTH SEAS.

BY DR. CUYLER.

8in, ever since its first entrance into
this world, has owed its chief power to
the fact that it presents allurements and
conceals eonsequenecs. Satan, in the
Garden of Eden, promised only south
winds and smooth seas. ‘“The serpent
said unto the woman, Ye skall not surely
die ; ye shall be as gods, knowing good
and evil." So when the woman saw that
the tree was pleasant to the eyes, and to
be desired to make one wise, she took of
the frudt thereof and did eat. So has it
ever been from that hour to this ; the

wer of sin lies in its deceitfuluess.

hen I was in the East I saw a most at
tractive tree laden with blossoins of a de
lieate lilac tint. The beaaty of the flow-
ers attracts insects, snd bees are drawn
to them to gather honey. But from the
blossomsthe inscots extract a fatal poison,
and often drop dead under the branches.
It is called the Judas-tree, and is a vivid
emblem of the deceitfulness of sin. For
sin always has two aspects; the oneis
that which she assumes before the deed
is done, the other is that which she puts
on after she has ensnared her dupe and
is ministering the retribution. She ap-
proaches with her allurements as Jael
came to RBisera, bringing ‘‘butter ina
lordly dish ;” but the hammer and the
nails she keepsa out of sight unti! her vic-
tim is fast asleep in her power. The
wages of sin are paid promptly ; they are

The danger with every unconverted
person who reads these lines lies in this
very direction. Because you see now
only a smooth sea, and hear only the
siren song, ‘“There is no danger,” you
feel no alarm. Because God spares you
and mercies are around you, and no re-
tribution visible, you shut your eyes to
the fact that God is just, and will yet
punish sin and the rejection of his grace
with a tremendous ty. Youdo not
see yet what lies behind and beyond the
“‘Cape Matala” of the Day of Judgement.
The captain of that corn ship would not
believe that there was anything ahead
but fair winde and a presperous voyzfe
to Rome. He would not heed Paul's
warning. After the tempest had burst
forth in its fury, and no sun or stars ap-
med for many days, Paul reminded

im, “‘Ye ought to have hearkened unto
me and not have loosed from Crete, and
to have gotten this injury and loss.”
Then it was too late. And so may you

find it if you presume on the smosth seas
of God's present forbearance and shut
your eyes to the sure and inevitable pun-
ishment that awaits every life of impeni-
tence. .

I write in this strain from the prompt.
ings of love. There is & temptatiom
which besets both pulpit and pen and
tongue to pnor}nresy smooth things” and
shirk unpopular truths. Paul did not
make himself popular in that corn ship
by predicting storm and oppotinga ven-
ture before & treacherous south wind.
(Before the gale was over he was the
most trusted and respected man on board.)
There is a theology of south wind and
smooth sea that 1s becoming very cur-
rent, and it ‘‘takes” prodigiously in these
days. It suits human pature exceeding-
ly. It sets a low estimate on the exoeeﬁ-
ing sinfulness of sin and its desert of re-
tribution. It treats very gingerly the
justice of God. It hoists no storm-sig-
nals in the direction whither so many
soulsare heading ; it practically ignores
hell! Even if the voyage here be with
some ‘‘loss of lading,” it holds out the
hope of a possible second probation in the
unseen world.

However seductive or pepuiar this un-
Pauline theology may be, I do not dis-
cover it on God’s charts or in his wea-
ther-tables. If I deceive asoul with any
such delusions may not God hold me to
a fearful account? Love demands fidelity.
However smooth the sea, and however
fair the wind before any and every soul
yet out of Christ, let such soul be loving-
ly warned that the voyage will be wit
terrible loss both to lading and to life.
In the penitent acceptance of Jesus
Christ is the only absolute, complete,
perfect and everlasting sslvation. Run
no risks when your soul is at stake.

Paris is the centre of this world’s
taste, fashon, gayety, luxury and splen-
cor. What is its moral condition ? We
know something of its history, and its
religion ; and a religion that neglects the
Bible, leads to & scepticism which rejects
it. And what are the fruits ? What is
the barvest ?

Publioc statistics have shown that more
then one third of the children born in
Paris were illigitimate. In 1863 the
bodies of ten thousand infants were fished
out of the public sewers cf the city In
1883 it is stated that more than three
thonsand children were abandoned by
their parents, and were adopted and cared
for by the civil authorities.—Sel.

.
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“THERE WERE TWOQ.”

People say sometimes, *‘I shall take my
chance with the dying thief” Ah! but
which one of them? There were two.”

These were the words I heard from
some one preaching in the open-air as I
passed the railway station at- ,and
my mind has again and again recalled
that solemn _story of Luke xxiii. 7Thers
were two” Yes, indeed. One went from
the side of the Lord Jcsus to the paradise
of God, the other went to reap eternally
the wages of his sins.

Reader, ‘‘there were wwo.” With
which of them will you spend eternity ?
Ah ! ponder the solemn though®, the
awful alternative ; and eternitv of unsul
lied bliss with Jesus, or the blackness for
over with the devil and his angels.

“Be reconciled to God.” That gracious
Saviour's heart is the same today as when
He hung upon that cross. He says still,
~‘Come unto me'  Reject not this offer of
mercy ; it may be your last.

A BROKEN HEARTED FATHER.

An affecting scene --one of the saddest
—occurred jately at the visiting window
of the gaul iy an American city. A boy
about eighteen years old was imprisoned,
awaiting transpo: tation tothe penitenti-
ary, where he is to serve a gix years’sen-
tence. The prisoner wasa fine-looking
young fellow. (iis father-—an aged min-
ister--had come to visit nim  The son
atood with shamed face on one side of
the grating, and the grief-stricken father
on the other. Diink had been the canse
of the boy’s trouble, The father plead-
ed carnestly with his child to reform
while in prison, 1o read his Bible, and
improve all spare time in study

*‘Son,” continued the father, *‘if you
had the grace of God in your heart you
wouldn’t be here. If those cursed grog-

shops were swept away, I'd have been !

apared all this. Let it be a lesson to you,

boy. Thisix the last time you will pro-

bably ever xee me. 1am old, and pro

bably woun’t live tosee your six years out.

0O, my boy, promi-¢ me to give yourselr

:;io God, that t may sce you over yon-
er,

The boy promised, and the old man
went his way.

While this father returns tu his home
to go down toa premature grave in sor-
row, the man who ruined his son is now
engaged in ruining other sons  Which
shall we have, *‘the home or the saloon *”

THE MOTHER'S INFLUENCE.

During the examination of one of the
canditates for the 8Ospel ministry before
the Presbytery of Osage at its late meet-
ing the young man was asked to state
what peculiar influence, if any, led him
to seek the guspel ministry. He said
there was one influence which no doubt
had been leading him to this choice, al-
though he was unconscious of it. ‘“*After
I had deciided to seek the ministry I was
informed that my mother, who died many
years ago, had dedicated me to the gos-
pel ministry, And althoughI knew it
not, my mother’s prayers and devotion
were prevailing to lead me to offer myself,
as she bad offered me in my infancy, to
this work of the Lord.”

All present were profoundly impressed
with this added testimonial to the faith-
folness of the covenant-keeping God, and
to the value and efficacx of a mother’s
prayers.  ““Who will go for us?’ would
find an answer in an enlarged mumber
of young men devoting themselves to the
gospel ministry, if Christian mothers
Iw:gre to dedicate their sons thus to the

rd. ’

{ “FHE SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.”

Going into her flower garden onebright,
warm day, a lady remarked to the gar-
dener how she admired the sun.

He did not reply but on her repeating
the words, said :

*‘Oh, ma’am! how you would admire
‘the Sun of Rightcousness,” the Lord Je-
sus Christ, if you only knew him.”

The lady made no answer ; the Holy
Spirit had touched her heart. Return-
ing to her house, she opened the Bible,
and continued to ‘‘Search the Scriptures”
until ‘‘the Sur of Righteousness,” the
Lord Jesus Christ, arose on her soul,
“‘with healings ir. His wings.”

SORROW.

The sor~w which appears to us noth-
ing buta yawning chasm or hideous
{ precipice may turn out to be but the
. joining or cement which bindas together
! the fragments of our existance into a
| solil whole! That dark and crooked
i path in which we liave to grope our way
i doubt and fear maybe bLut the curve
| which, m the full day light of o brighter

world, will appear to be the necessary

finish of some choice ornament, the in-
| evitable span of some majestic arch!—
Dean Stanley.



