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Heatheii Books and Christian Tracts,
Il The word Bible means *a book ;”

and Seripture’is ¢ a writing,”” "When
wWe say Holy Bible, we mean ¢ holy
book 5 and by the Holy Scriptures
we intend the ¢ holy writings.” Now,
it heed scarcely be asked why thé
Bible is called %oly ; for we know it
has beén given to us by thie holy God,
that it was writien under the teaching
of ‘the Holy Spirit, and is designed to
make men holy.

Many of the heathen have hooks
which they call sucred, or religious;
but they cannot be said to be * holy.”
‘We shall soon see how difftrent they
Hare from'the word of God. .

. In the Fast Indiés, the Hindoos
have their sicred writings, which they
{lcall Vedas, or the  four books.” They
1 ave written in Sanscrit, which is a dead
{ilanguage ; that.is, a language not now
spoken by the people. This is as
though our Bible were orily printed in
Ldtin. How féw would then lie ablé
{lto read it! It would be no Bible to
il the thousands oflittlé children- who live

in our fand ; and how many poor and
aged people would be deprived of thé
chiet comfort they have in the world !
But, then, the heathen priests do not
wish the people t6 read their sacréd
books ; they say, these writingsare only
for the priests ; and if any of the poorer
classes dare td read them, or even

| listen to them when read, they are]

‘thireatenéd with eternal déath, How
unlike is this conduct to the direction
givén by our Saviour, ¢ Search ‘the
Scriptures,” John v. 39; and tothis
text, “the poor Have the gospel
preached to them !'? Matt. xi. 5. f

Next to the Vedas, are the Sub-
vedas, or ¢ inferior writings: The poor
may hear these read ; but, then; what
good can they get from them ? There
is not a single word to teach men
about God, and their duty to him.—
They profess to-treat of war and music.;
and give many absurd accounts of the
sun and moon, and the other heavenly
hodies, but these are not the books
which a sinner needs, o show him
how to find pardon, peace, and eternal
life.

‘Besides these, the Hindoos have
other books, cailed Skasters, or ¢ com=
wients.”  The priests say, that these
writings once filled a million of volumes;
though-only 4 few have ligen preserved
to the present day. It ivould :have
been better for the people if theyhad
been all lost; for those that reniain are
full of the most unholy stories and-
songs,. and encourage wicked men:in.
their sins. They -contain prayers- for
thieves and houscbreakers, that ‘the
gods may grantthem great success, and
give themi plenty of plunder! They
teach the:worship of Kalee, the ¢« god-
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dess of thieves ;»* whose followers be-

fore they go forth to rob and murder
first offer in her temple bottles of spirits,
such as-rum und other strong drinks.
A missionary has copied  from the
shasters the blessing which robbers say
over the instruments they use in break-
ing into houses! They then hope to
have much plunder, and not be found
out,

Another sacred book of the heathen
is the Zend.avesta, or ¢ the living
word.”  Itis held in much reverence
by a people called the Parsees, who
also live in the East Indies, and who
worship the sun and five, before which
they bow down in prayer. Their sa-
cred book, it is said, was formerly
twenty times larger than it is at present,
the greater part being lost about two
thousand years ago. The portidn that
is now in use is full of silly addresses.to
good and evil spirits, which they sup-
pose to exist. In former ages, whole
nations paid honor-to the Zend-avesta:
but there is only a tribe that now re-
gard it as sacred. .

The Chinese have nine sacred books
whichwere written by a learned man,
named Confucius, and his disciples;
besides the works of the “ten wise
men,”” in 32 volumes; with many
smaller works. They do not profess to
tzach the knowledge of God, but con-
tain strange atcounts of demons, de-
patted spirits, and dragons, along with
many good and wise sayings. But
these books cannot teach heavenly
wisdota, nor lead fo (rue virtue ; and if
they did, how could the common peo-
ple of the land find time to read,.and
money to buy, forty-one volumes?
Only the priests and learned men give
much attention to them: the poor are
satisfied in offering pigs and rabbits
in the temple, in honor of Confucius;
ior burning scented pieces of paper,
and knoeking their heads on the ground
ag 4 kind of worship présented to their.
departed friends. One book has been’
written for the use of females, In it
every gitl is taught to look upon her-
self as placed in the lowest rank of the

human race, and as no better than a
glave. She must be without.a wish or
will of her own, and ought to regard
herself as property liable to be bought
or sold.

> These are some of the sacred books
of the heathen; but the time is coming
when they shall deceive the nations no
more.  Missionaries have' gone forthr
with the Christian’s Bible ; thousands’
of poor idolaters have received -it with
gladness, and others are asking to pos-
sessit. A missionary says :— The
natives of India are quite astonished
when we offer thém our Seriptures ;
they ate. astonishied that our sacred
writings are open to all the people, and
that we offer them without money-and
without price. = They think. it stfange
that wé should press thém .ufoni the
attention of the people, and invite them’
to reflect on the truths. they .contain.—
When they take the Bible -into théir
hands, and read in thiéir own language
the, wonderful works of ‘God, they are
surprised that our Scriptures aie plain
and easy to be undeistood. *+ They. te-
come interested in the narrativés, the
devotional parts, and the epistles;—
They say they are all excellent ; and
then again they wonder that we should
think of changing their religion througl
the influence of books. They thus
address the missionaries—— When
others have come to our country, they
took into their hands the sledge:ham-|
mer and the axe, and broke down our
gods ; but you have nothing but thé book
and the school—you wish to move us
by these only. There is truly scme-
thing wonderful in all this P 7

Yes; this one book shall diive .from
the earth all the vain and wicked writ.
ings of the heathen. It is given by
God for all the world ; and itis suited
to all people in all ages. 1Tt tells-us
what all their books can never teach;
that ¢ God so loved the world, that he
gave his only bégotten Son; that whoso-
ever believeth in him should not périshy
but have everlasting life,” John iii. 16.

Let all the heathen wrilers join

To form one pesfect book ;
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Great God, if once compared with thine,
"How mean their writings look?!

Not the most perfect rules they gave
._Could show one sin forgiven,
‘Nor lead ono step beyond the grave—
But thinc conduct to heaven. ;

Among other means employed in do-
ing good to the heathen, is the circula-
tion of Christian tracts.  Near St
Paul’s Cathedral, in London, is a build-
ing, which we may compare to a store-
house, filled—not with food for the
bedy, but for the immortal mind. This
building is the new Depository of the
Religious T'ract Society. Tt islike 2
spring-head, from whence pure and
healthy swreams flow to refresh all
lands. It is a tree, whose boughs
spread.far.and wide, and whose leaves
are for the healing of the nation. Itis
an.armoury, from whence the mission-
ary obtains those “ weapons,” which
are ¢ mighty through God to the puliing
down of strong-holds,”  Thousands of
Christian tracts and books are sent out
from .this depository every week. Ships
hear”them, to_the heathen in nearly
eyery. part of the world, and men and
‘children , of almost all countries have
been taught by, them t..e way of salva-
ﬁxon‘ ' G -

3t is a..good .day for a heathen
land «when.a, chest of books arrives at
a.missionary station. When.the South
Sea.islanders first saw the tracts that
‘Wwere sent..to them, they called them
¢ speaking_leaves.”, In some places
in..the: east they are. named ¢ white
books,” and.Christianity is known by
the name of.the ¢.white book religion;”
while.in .other parts of the world, .the
missionary is called the ¢ book.man,”
and his tracts.the ¢ books of the Lord
Jesiis,”, 4

under the shade of a tree, and gives
away the books to the people as they
pass along the voad; or he takes his
place on the, steps of an idol temple ; or
he walks along the bazaar, or market-
place ;. or perhaps, he sits on-a mat in;

out'his tracis'before him. The people

' Sometimes the missionary stands|{ ]
is very good, and speaks our language 5

‘érowd how rafi to the tent.

 who he wis.
‘chy';* which 'means, “a’lamp-lighter.?

the:porch. of his-own house; and'spreads .
eastern people ‘are fond of metaphors,

|stop, and look at the white books:

somse begin to read, and then ask ques-
tions about what they find in them:
they are told that if they wish they
may each take ope home to read in
secret or to their friends. At other
times, the missionary gets into a boat,
and distiibutes to the people who
crowd the shore, or who stand up to
their knees in the water. ‘Then he
takes a bundle of tracts, .and goes a
long journey to the villages: as he tra.
vels from place to place, he opens his
treasuire, and gives one, it may be, (o a
little boy or girl, who runs home with
it to show to it§ heathen parénts.—
Soon a crowd gatheis kround, and thén
is héard the ery, ¢ Tedcher, give mé a
book . Do not say, n6!  Haveé you
not one for me #”  The missionary
now holds one in his hand, and béginy
to read: he tells thein that their idols
are vain and worthlesg, and then speaks
of the love of God'in sending his Son
to be the Saviour of the world.

A missionary, who- had-spread out
his.books vnder a tent, seated himself
by their side. It was the season of a
heathen fair. Soon a crowd began to
collect # a little distance : they looked
at the books, and then began o talk
one to another. At last one man
came forward and said, ¢ Ave these
hooks for sale 7" ¢ Yes, for those who
can pay ; but to those who are pocr,
I give freely.” <« Do not be angry,
sir;” said the man, “for I know no
better; never were books brought to
this fair before, either for sale or to-give
away:’ " ¢ My good brother,” was the

reply, “Iam nov angry with you.: sit
‘down-and look at my books.”

The
man took off his shoes, and sat down.
and said to the people who were stand-
ing and gazing, “ Come, the gentleman'

The whole

When all
was-quiet; a man asked. thé missionary:
He said, %A mussal<

c¢ome and hear lim.”

He 'spoke in this way, bécause thelf
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or figures of speech. ¢ No, sir,” said
they ; ¢tell us who you are.” He
replicd, «I have told you the truth ; if
you do not know what I mean, I will
explain it. I said I was a mussalchy ;
well, a mussalchy’s business is to show
you light in a dark night.  Now, you
are in darkness, and do not know the
way of salvation; so I am come to
show you a light”” To this one of
them said, * You are a blessed mar.”
The missionary then added, «“1 sce
you are all come to seek salvation in
the Ganges: you must know that this
river can only wash your bedies, and
not your hearts; so I will tell you of a
Fountain opened to take away sin: if
you bathe there, your hearts will be
clean.” To this they again replied,
“You are a hlessed man.” ¢ You
must know,” continued the missionary,
“that our holy book says, there, is no
salvation in idols, water, or anything
else ;, only in Christ. He is the Son
of God, and came into the world to do
the work of salvation, by giving his life
for us: now believe on him, and you
will have life.  These books give you
a full account of him, and what you
are todo.” The men now began tak-
ing the books, and reading them. By
the evening, the mi~onary found he
had given away half a chest of books
and tracts, which were conveyed by
the people to their homes in various
parts of the country. Thus was the
good seed scattered abroad : the har-
vest will be gathered at the end of the
world,

Christian tracts are now printed in
many languages, and are freely sent to
nearly all parts of the earth. If you
love the little books and tracts which
you call your own, will you not pray
that God may bless those that are given
to the heathen?  And will you not
help, if you can, in sending these little
“ messengers of mercy” to them?
Who can tell what good a single tract
may do? A missionary, on his return
home, attended a Tract Society meeting.
He had in his hand a tract, printed in
the language of Birmah.  As he held
itup to the meeting, he said, thata

the height of the storm, 1 must tell you

copy of that little book had been the
means of converting the son of 2 native
chief. ¢ This tract,” said the mission-
ary, ““cost one cent (or halfpenny.)”
Whose cent was that? It will never
be known here, but it will stand re-
corded throughout eternity, as the offer.
ing of Christian faitk and love. Let us,
then, not forget that a halfpenny may
pay for printing a tract, which God
may employ to the saving of a soul !

Whose cent was that ? which
Of life and love,

To bid the heathen, when he heard,
To look above ?

No more to worship idols vain
Of wood or stone,

Bat trust in Him who death hath slain,
And saves alone,

gave the word

Whose seed was sown in faith and prayer,
And watered well
With tears of love divinely fair ?
No one can tell~
Yet in the long, unending day
Beyond the tomb,
*Twill be transplanted where it may
For ever bloom !

THE SAILOR BOY.

The Cornelius was a good ship, writes
one of the West India chaplains of the
American Seamen’s Friend Societv, but
atone time we fearedshe was on herlast
voyage. We were but a few days out
from New York, when a severe storns
of five days’ centinuence overtock us,
Like a noble charger between two con-
tending armies, it made the ship quiver
in her joints and struggle to escape from
the fury of the winds and waves. At

a feat of a Connecticut sailor boy.

He was literally a boy, and far better
for thumbing Webster’s Spelling Book
than furling a sail in a storm. But his
mother was a widow, and where eould
the boy earn his living for himself and
mother better than atsea? The ship;
was rolling fearfully, twice I saw the
captain lose his centre of gravity—
tho? he kept his temper pretty well--and
measure his length on the deck. Some
of the rigging got foul at the mainmast
head, and it was necessary that some
one should go up and rectjfy it. It was
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a perilous job. I was standing near the
mate and heafd hip. ordes the boy go
aloft to do it. He lifted his cap and
! glanced at the swinging mast, the boil-
ing wrathlyl sea, and at the steady, de-
"termined countenance o' the mate, He
I hesitated in silence a muraent then rush-
ing across the deck, ke pilched doiwn
lin‘o the forecastle. Perhaps he was
gone two minytes, when he returned,

aorwith & will. My eye’followed him
up till my head was dizzy, when I turn-
ed and remonstrated with the mate for
sending that boy aloft.—He could not
come down alive! Why did you
send him? )

«“ T did it,” replied the mate, “to

overboard, but never-a boy. See how
he holdslike a squirrel. He is more
careful. He'll come down safe [
h-o-p-e.”

Again I lookéd until a tear dimmed
my eye, and I was compelled to turn
away expecting evéry moment to calch
a glimpse of his last fall.

7In about=151or 20 minutes, hav~
ing finished the job, he came down, and
straightened: himself up with ‘the con-
scious pride of having performed a man-
ly act, hewalked aft yith a smile dpon
his countenance. v
‘In the.course ofthe day I took céea-
gion tospeak with him, and ask him why
he hesitated when ordered aloft ? why
he went down into the forgeastle?
«I went, sir," said the Bay,* to pray..
“Do you pray ?” ' N
“Yes, sir; I thought 1 might not come
down alive, and I went o commit my
soul to God.” R
"« Where did you learn to pray?”
“At home ; my mother wauted me to
go to the Sabbath schooland my teach-
er urged me to pray to. God to keep
me, and Ido.” i '
«“ What was that you
jacket pocket ?”’

had in your

would have the word of God close to
my heart %-nSeamen’s Maguzine.

- laid his-hands onrthe 1atlins, and went,

saye life. We've sometimes lost men-

«My Testament, which my tepcker,
gave me. I thought if L.did perish, 4}

THE CHOICE.

A Quaker residing in Paris was wait-
ed on by four workmen, in order toj
make their compliments, and ask for
their usual New Year's gifts.

“ Well, my friends,” said the Qua.
ker, ¢¢ here are your gifts; choose filteen
franes, or the Bible.

“ I don’t know how to read,” said
the first, so I take the fifteen francs.”

«J can read I said the second, « but
I have pressing wants.” He took the
fifteen francs. The third also made the
same choice. He now came to the
fourth, a lad about fourtecen. The
Quaker looked athim with an"air of
goodness.

«Will you, too, take these three
pieces, which you may altain at any time
by your labor, dnd industry ?” |

« As you say the book is good, I will
take it and read it to my mother, *’ re—
plied the boy: He took the bible, open-,
ed it, and found between the leaves a
gold piece of forty francs. The others,
hung down their heads, and the Qua-
ker told tifemzhe was sorry they had not,
made a better. choice.—Liferary Jme-.
rican.

THE HAPPY LAND. .

There is a happy land, -
¥ar, far away;

Where suints in glory stand,
Bright, bright as day.

Oh, how they'sweetly sing,
Worthy is our Saviour King;

Loud let his prais¢s ring—
Praise, praise for ay¢.

Come:to this happy lagd,”
.Come, comg away;

Why will yeu donbting stand— «t
Why stil delay? < .
Oh, we shall happy be, :

When from sin and sorrow frce!
Lord, w2 shall live with thec—
Blest, blest for aye.

Bright in that happy land

Beams every eye— N
Kept by a Father's hand

Love cannot die. .
Oh then to glory ran; “e
Be o crown and kingddm won, ;
And bright above the sun

We reign for aye.
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FOOD.OF THE ANCIENTS,

". From the Bible, we see that the dict,
or food, of the Jews was very simple
anid plaip. It was chiefly bread, milk,
hagey, rice, and vegetables. John the
. Baptist used to feed upon ¢ locusts and
wild honey,” Muark ii. 6.

The Jews seldom had animal food,
except at their solemn feasts and sacri.
fices. As they did not often cat flesh,
they considered it a great dainty. Ju-
cob’s pottage of lentils, which tempted
Esau to sell his birthright, Gen. xxv,
29—384, shows how simple the usual
food of the patriarchs was. Irby and
Mangles breakfasted in an Arab eamp
from a mess of .lentils and bread, sea-
soned with pepper ; they describe it as
very good. Lentils are a sort of small
beans ; they dissolve easily into a mess
of a reddish or chocolate color.

The grain <wvas usually- ground into
flour, then fermented, or made light by
leaven, then kneaded into bread.  The
flour was ground by small band-mills,

45 Tivo women shall be found grinding at the mill.”>—Dat, xxiv, 41, ]

—_——

which were only two flat circular
<tones, ene placed upon the other: 1he‘,§
upper one was turned round, while the '
corn was poured between them, through |
a hole at the top.  In these represen-
tations are a mill complete, and ready
for use.  Also the upper stone and the
lower stone. It will be secn they are
fitted one into the other.

These wills grind the flour but slow-
ly, so that itis the employment of every |
day to grind some flour. The sound of
grinding, and of the women singing as
they work the mill, is heard in the
morning early in the houses of the
East, and is considered a sign thai the
people are well and active ; when it is
not heard, the neighhors fear that all is
not well, Eccl. xii, 4. This explains
the description.of the desolate state to
which Jerusalem was to e reduced,
Jer. xxv. 10.

As the millstones were so necessary

to prepare the daily food of each fa-
mily, the Israelites were {orbidden 1o
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“ take the nether or the upper millstone
to pledge, for he taleth a man’s life to
pledge,” Deuteronomy xxiv. 6. This
is a strong expression ; it shows how
important an article of food bread niust
have been, when the iastrument by
whick it was prepared was of so much
consequence to every family. The
finest {flour was made into cakes, and
baked quickly upon the hearth, Gen,
xviii. 6 ; the coarser flour was made
into loaves, 1 Sam. xxi.3. Sometimes
the cakes were baked upon the codls,
being laid upon the hotembers, or upon
a flat piece of iron, or a grate of iron
over the fire, as cakes are now some-
times haked upon a plate ofiron, called
a griddle, and are called griddle-cakes,
1 Kings xix. 6. ; they mustbe carefully
turned ; the neglect is noticed, Hosca
vii. 8. But we also read of ovens
being used, Lev. ii. 4. ; Mal.iv. 1, The
ovens now in use in the East are heated,
by fuel being burned within them,
Luke xii. 28., as in our bakers’ ovens,
When the oven is hot the loaves are
put into it to bake. The bread is
usually made in flat cakes. The lighter
kinds of bread stick to the sides of these
ovens, and are soon baked. These
ovens are sunk in the ground, which
explains how the frogs of Egypt got
into them, Exod. viii. 3. Sometimes
the oven is only an earthen pot sunk in
the ground.

Perkins describes a more carefully
constructed oven, called Tannoor, used
in Persia, which in cold weather is co-
vered with a quilt or other covering,
under which the family place their feet
while they sleep in a circle rouad it.
Thevenot describes the roasting or bak-
ing of meat in the ovens,

Hormer says, that the kneading-
troughs are often wooden bowls or
leather bags, as among the Istaelites,
Exod. xiii. 34. Niebuhr describes
these leathers as round and flat, used
as tables, and after eating, drawn up by
cords and rings at the sides, like a bag
or purse. ’

Leviticus xi. contains particular
directions as to jvhat soris of animal

food the Jews might cat,and what was
forbidden them. Upon this a generz!
remark may be made, that the sorts of
food forbidden are mostly such as are
unwholesome and hard of digestion.

Pork, for instance, is considered very |,

unwholesome in those hot countries.
Many sorts of food which may be eaten
among ugs without harm, would be very
dangerous there. In the yeac 1801,

when the English attacked the French |

in Egypt, many of the troops died from
want of eare in this respect. The ill-
ness of which the captain of one of the
English frigates died, bhegan from his
persisting to eat eggs for hreakfast,
though it was not safe for Europeans to
do so in those countrjes. Cooling ve-
getables were, and still are, much used
for food, as melons and cucumbers, Isa.
i. 8. The Israelites in the wilderness
longed for them, Num. xi. 5.

But the laws respecting food were
also to keep the Jews a separate people
from those nations who fed upon what
they were forbidden toeat, and to teach
them temperance. Turtullian, one of
the ancient fathers, who lived soon af-
ter the days of the apostles, says, « If
the law takes away the use of some
sorts of meat, and pronounces creatures
to be unclean, which before were heid
to be quite otherwise, let us consider
that the design was to accustom the
Jews to temperance, and to look upon
it as a pestraintlaid upon gluttone, who
hankered afier the cucumbers and me-
lons of Egypt, while they were eating
the food of angels.” To think a great
deal about eating or drinking is wicked,
and every one must despise those who
thus indulge the.uselves.—Jewish Na.
tion.

AN

WORTHY OF IMITATION.
A little boy, six years old, has saved, by
denying hitnsell the use of an arlicle that
costs other children threc-pence a week,
amounting 1o 13 shillings annually, and has
nobly given this sum towards clothing and
instructing poor children in the Bethel
school ; and his little sister, eight years olé,
has saved the sume amount for the Sunday
schools where she attends. .
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Should all enildren do likowise, by the ad-
vice and aid of their parents, the funds of all
good institutions would be overflowing.

Those who take a cigar and a glass of
strong drink daily, are respectfully invited to
inquire if they could not lay out the amount
of Mi~so luxuries n promoling some good
objeci.  If a child ean save unc halfpenny
withaut loss of Lealth or enjoyment, what
might be saved by those who freely usestrong
drink and tubaceo, *

All who drink and smoke tohacco are
scrionsly warned and taught by the Great
Teacher in Mett, vii. 12.  ‘I'he Saviour,
when he had fed many thousands told his dis.
ciples to gather up !l that was left, that
nothing be lost.  If all would save that which
might be spured without injury to themselves,
we then should have sufficient to clothe and
instruct all destitute children and build decent
houses fur woiship and instruction throughout
the world.

T. OSGOODE.
OUR NEXT VOLUNLE.

With the issuc of the present number of
our monthly sheet, we conelade the sixth vol.
ume of the Record. 1tisnot for us to speak
of the way or manner in which the years
Inbor has been perforined ; indeed, we confess
our inability to discharge the important duties
devolving upon us, as they ought to be per-
formed, but we *“have done what we could.”
It may be encournging to vur friends to know
that our circulation has for some time past
been on the increase, which we take as some
evidence that the Record isbeing appreciated ;
however, there must be many places where it
is not yet taicen, and wherc its introduction
might tend to advance the goed cause.

We propose no change in the Record for
the coming year. 1t will be our endeavor,
and wo hope that the arrangements now in
contemplation by the Commitiee will be suc-
cessful in obtaming a supply of illustrations of
a rather better class than those we have been
obliged to use. But ag thig is not only attend.
ed with much expense as well as great diffi-
culty—publishers riot heing willing to part with
their illustrations at any price—we do not posi-
tively promise it,

But the end of another volume reminds us

ulso of the cluse of another )-'gx;. This is a
thought worthy of our most scrious consider.
ation; another ycar of our mortal existenco
has been numbered with the past; how short
it appears now that it is past, but you cannot
conecive what an important bearing it has had
on your cternel interests. It may be from
you. stubbornness and repeated rejection of the
truth the spirit may have eaid—* Let them
alone, thcy we joined to their idols” It{
becomes us all to examine this point, We
cannot conceal the past from our view. We
must lnok back upon it not only to-day, but
from cternity, to recall its scencs, its opportu.
nitics, its sorrows, and its joys. Ilow svlemn
is this moment !

We subjoin the following appropriate reflec.
tions on this subjeet from the children’s Mis-
sionary newspaper, published by Mr. Gall, of
Edinburgh, Scotl»nd :—

A year is gone ! and how has it been un-
proved T How has it been improved for yours
self ? Muny prayers have risen for your sake,
and many kind instructions have been given 7
{Iave all been entirely in vain 2 or have they
reccived the much desired result in the bless-
ing and cnnching of your souls with hea-
venly gifts 7 Is vour heart stll unmelted by
the love of Jesus T and are you still refusing
to give yomsell to him ? Or has the past yvear
seen you return to God, and say in your simple
languase, ¢ Lord, T am thine, Tor ever thine !
Oh! how angels, and pious muthers, and
kind teachers will have rejoiced if such has
been the cuso ! But if not, what cun they say 7
—How has it been improved for olhers ?
What have you done for Christ, or for other
people’s soufs 7 You began the year no doubt
with excellent resolutions ! how have they
been fulfilled 2 Will any little hicathen boy or
girl have cause to bless Ged for ever for your
excrtions in the bygone vear ? Have the sto.
ries you have read of their wretched state
made you deny yourself to do them good 7

Ayearis gone! and you and I are so
much nearer to cternity, and have so much
less time to worl.  Did you never stand be-
side the rapid river rolling forward to the
ocean in the distance, and notice the chips
thrown upen its surface, which it bears along ?
That river is just like the year, and we, like
the chips, are being borne by it cnwards to
eternity. Very soon, and we shall be there.
Very soon, and the angel shall declare, that
with us, * Time shall be no more ! ¢ Let us
work then while it is called to.day I

A yearis gone ! notonly in Canada whesc
we cnjoy so many advantages, but also in
the heathen lands, in superstitions Asia and
dark benighted Africa. How many human
victims have becn in this time offered to false
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gods ! What numbers of hitle children have
been destroyed by their cruel parvents, und
what multitudes of ignorant heathen have
gone nto eteroity ! ‘T'wenty MiLuions of the
licathen have diced since the yearbegan ! And
oh ! could you or I have heard ull theic sor.
rows, or been fold all their terrors, our hoarts
waould indeed have bled, and we should have
pat forth cvery effort to save ther souls !

A year is gone ! aud perhaps another wilt
not be given.  You know the hymn which
says,

¢ Dangers stand thick o’er all the ground,
‘I'o push us to the tomb,
And fierce diseases wait aronnd
‘T'o hurry mortals home.”

Soma who were alive whea the last began,
and who read the first numbers of this paper,
are now inecternity. Their litle graves are
groen in the church-yard; their litile seats
are empty at the houschold hearth ; and their
bright epirits—where are they 7 \We hope be.
fore the throne of God in heoven, singing
praises to the Lamb ! And who can tell but
thut before another year shall close, on some
of your lip= death may have put his seal of si-
lence, and around some of your happy forms
the winding shect and the cold damp of the
grave may pessibly be thrown.

You sav,—* Oh, but [ am young. 'The
glow of health is on my choek. The vigor of
youth isin my limb. 1 shall live yet many
years 7 Ipray you may. Most earnestly
could I wish for you a long, and useful, and
happy life. But did you ncver sce the little
smiling infant sicken and die upon its mo.
ther's breast ? Did you never follow your little
playmate to the grave, and felt, as you left
him there, you too might die like him ? ¢ But
why,” you usk me, * talk of this?” For
threc reasons.

First, To lead you at once to Thrist, that
you may reccive at his hands a full forgive-
ness of all your sins, and be made fit for life
or death, for carth or heaven.

Secondly, To induce you not to waste
vour time, nor put off the salvation of your
soul another duy—** for now isthe accepted
I time ;” and,

Thirdly, T stir you up to do &ll the good
you can, because the lime is short, and the
night of death is ncar.

And now, dear children, let us all enteron
the new year with holy sesolutions to devote
ourselves ancw to Christ. Begin the year
with him. W¥icld up your hearts at once
him. Do something cvery duy for his glory ;
and when time is past, and ali our years arc
aver, { hope to see you hefore the throne, and
juin with you and vast multitudes from what
are now the heathen lands, in singing ever-
lagling praiscs to his name ! C. H. B.

TEACHER’S CORNER.
Sunday School Ervors for the Conside-

ration of Teachers,
BY A CAMUBRIDGE ‘CEACHER.

Sunday schools are allowed by must persons |;
to be a system of moral training, which, if
properly brouglt into operation, 18 capable of
immense powei.  Few socictics have been
more euvlogized than Sunday schouls.  The
most pleasing eloquence has been profusély’
employed in lauding these institutions, jind’
picsenting pictures of their future sucersy,—
T'hey have been established nearly sixty yeirs,
have scen two generations pass away to the
grave ; and what, after all, have been their
results, compared with the labor which has
been expended on them ?

They remnind us of a lurge and complicated
steam engine, of tremendous power, but that
power unapplied to any useful purpose. It is
true, its piston, cranks, und wheols keep mov-
ing.with great rapidity und gigantic force, bat
it accomplishes nothing. Itis a wasted power.
It requires a constant supply of fuel, and an-
remitting attention ; and its only result is, to
causc the spectator to admire its graceful
movements and mighty strength. ke who
looks well into the history of Sunday schools,
from the time of their institution, must be
brouglt to the conclusion that the success at.
tending them, so eloquently described by Chris.
tian orators, has never been realized. No! it
must be admitted, however unwillingly, that
they are still very imperfect institutions, 1
know that it 1s considered almost hereticul to
speak thus, and that I shall incur the charge
of presumption in recording my protest against
tne failings and impe Jcctions of the system.
But it is of no avail to attempt to hide our
faults. I the system, or any part of'it, be
defective, let its defects be pluinly stated, and
hionestly avowed. He would not bs consk
dered a skilful phesician who only desired to
heal the wounds rather than {o eradicate the
diseasc of a paticnt. I shall, therefore, pursue
the plan of plainly exposing the errors of Sun-
day schools, in the simplest language I can
use ; indifferent to the motives which may bo
imputed to me by those wheo wish to retain
things as theyv are. When Sunday schools
were first established, the objoct of their origi-
nators seems to have been, more to keep the
children out of miechicf, and get them nto a
habit of attending a place of worship, than
that of leading them to conversion. This mo.
tive has happily, in a great measure, given
way to a higher onc; and, with evangelical
Christians, the object of Sunday school toition
now, is, that of making the children wise to
ealvation. Tho generat advance of cducation
has considerably altered the character of these
institutions, and brought the best teachers to
the conviction, that their business is to instruct
the children in the great doctrines of the gospel,
and to bring them 10 Jesus. This object, and
this only, do we consider a sufficient motive to
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induce the Christian teacher to engage in the
work. ‘That a very large mass of the teachers
in Sunday schaols have not this ohjret in view,
will be admitled bv all who are acquainted
with our schools. Many become teachers from
the wish of their parents, who are pivus peo-
'ple.  This is wrong ; parents must not sacri
fice .the souls of the children for the gaod of
their son or daughter. Many become teachers
becausc their younyr fricnds are so.  Many
beeome teachers because they know not what
to do with their dull Sundays, without some
such cxcitement.  Wuh such tcachers how
can a school be expected to produce conver-
sions ?  Piety is the first and most important
requisite in a Sunday school teacher.

T'he Scripture knowiedge in many of our
schools will be found, upon cxamination, ex-
ceedingly small.  'The simplest question, put
to the children individually, will very frequent-
ly be answered in the most absurd and ridico-
lous manner. Let any one who doubts <he
fuct go to ona of our best organized schuals,
and try a few of the boys and girls, picked
from a variety of classes, with simple seriptural
questions, and the extreme ignorance of the
childron will excite his bewilderment end ut-
ter astonisinnent.  ‘There is frequently in our
claeses no tcaching at all, neither the minds of
teacher or children are alive; the wholc is a
moro parrot provess. A hymn, catechism, and
Scripture, committed to memory and repeated
to the teacher, form the sum of thoschildren’s
education ; the whele of which i an entire
riddle to the child. Unless teachers make
very vigorous efforts to smpart understandable
instruction, and dispense, as speedily as possi.
ble, with such mechanical tifling, they cannot
expect the children to be converted.  We
believe in no spiritaal magie, our God requires
of us a reasonable service, und real conver-
sion can come only through the exercise of
reagon,

The discipline of our schools is exceedingly
defective. Tt is amazmg what lovse notions
of discipline our teachers have. ‘They mect
tagether to make rules and laws for their own
government, and immediately break them
withogt compunction, and justify themselves
in the violauon. DMany of them take offence
if they are called to account for it by therr
faithful superintendent.  How frequently do
we find punctuality, order, and atiention to
their class unblushingly broken in upon by
them. 1! would appear that some of them
are making an experiment as to how far the
laws of the socicly may be sct at defiance. It
18 to be lamented that too many of the super-
atendents arc remiss in their duty of reproving
such teachers. T'o expcct success in a schonl
where laws are sct at defiance by teachers and
children, is as wild and funatic as to cxpect a
miracie.

The teachers and superintendents of many
of the-schools are quite unsuitable for the
work in whick they are engaged. Some of
them arc exceedingly ignorant of what they
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are required to teach. Many of them have
no intelligent plan  of teaching. Others
seem to care very little whether their children
are henefitted or not, so long 88 they get a
fittle comfortable gossip with some other teach-
er like.minded with themselves; and many
appear as sleepy and dronish as if they felt no
manner of interest in the work to be done.—
Let teachers wake up to their employment,
lest their master come at an hour when they
least expcet him, and find them sleeping.—
With most of us the day is far epent and the
night is at hand, and the question svun to be
put to us is, * Give an account of thy steward-
ship.®  Ah! teachcrs, arr jou prepared to
give an account ?

The indifference of the Christiun church
has done much to Linder Sunday schoonls. It
18 truly depressing to sce how very quiet and
indifferent the members of churches remain
respecting these institutions. A comfurtable
dinner, a refreshing nap, and a little quiet
conversation respecting the sermon  of the
morning, secms infinitely more important to
them than the conversion of the souls of these
dear children. What an outery is there by them
against our school, if the child~en do not hap-
pen to sit perfectly quict during a long sermon,
of which they donot understand one sentence!
Who are the persons that raise the outery ?
Why, those very persons who will take no
part in the work and incessant labor of teach.
ing and attending the school. True, they
attend at our public mect:ng, and rejoice with
us when we rejoice, and they wish us God
speofl, vud we see nothing more of them till
the next annual mecting.

Thie ministers also are too frequently behind
in their duties towards the school.  Where
are the ministers who examine the schools
cvery fortnight or nmuth, who enter our
schools and recognize tise children, and mix
with the teachers, aud make it ther business
to acquirc simplicity of speaking, 1 order to
arrive at the mindsof the cluldren. Why can
they not? It is their duty 1o study simplicity,
and to sparc no pains {o arrive at that apiness
to teach which the Scripture enjoins upon
them. ‘They forget how large u purtion of
their congregations atc made up of children,
and that ather classes besides would be no
losers if a far greater simplicity of language
aund thought were adopted by them.

The notion of Sunday schools heing merely
charity schools imparts a great colduness to
them, and indifference of many towards them.
These institutions ought at once to repudiate
this falsc principle, and establish corgregation.
al schools at which all the young persons
under fifleen should attend, both rich and
poor.  Why should not the ri¢h and poor mneet
together for instruction inrchgion ?  The souls
of both are equally valdable, But, alas! the
rich scem to think that qualification, in some
measure, exempts them from the necessity of
religion. [t wou'd be of incalculable adran.
tage to all parties if this intermixture were
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made. Thesd proud, haughty feelings, which
ara soon engendered in the minds of the young,
would give place, and much morc “kindly
feclings would be promoted'in the minds of the
poor towards the rich if this arrangement were
made. This would also have the effect of
interesting 2 great number of pcople ' among
the middle and upper classes in these institu.
tions, and a’ greater amoupt of cfficiency would
be thereby attained,

There ought 1o be a more direct aim at
congersion by the teachers. Teachers have
scarcely yet arrived at the conviction that
children are open to conversiom under the age,
of fiftcen orsixiteen, and therefore their labors
and hopes are aimed -at prospective ratlier than
immediate conversion. They suppose, that
by sowing the seed something will eventually
be accomplished, but hardly expect ever to

merely telling them of certuin duties, and
spreading what they call trath before their
minds will be sufficient.  But this is a mistako.
God works by means, but they must be wiso
means, or what is the meaning of that text,
‘wise to win souls? It will he necessary
for the teacher to urge home the truths he
proclaims, to the individual consciences of
the children of his class,  Ilc must study the
characters and dispositions of his children se-
paralely, and find out their besetling sins, and
apply the probe and lancet; and then, when
thelr consciences are awakened, he can pour
in the oil of gospel consolation and healing.—
e must be constantly praying-and belicving
that God can change the hearts of the children
‘mow, and be expecting it, und urging it upon
them in the languago of good old Baxter,
* Now or never I’

¢ What, then,” cxclaims the Sunday school
teacher,’* do you require of us ' My answer
is, that your Master, or He whom you profess
Lo seree, requires your best and noblest eforts
inhiscruse.  Heo will be satisfied with nothing
short of your sclf.den ying and persevering en.
gigements in_his service, and thusc teachers
‘who are unwilling to enter thus heartily into
the work, had better giv way that others may
tuke their places, who are fully prepared to
bear theficat and burden of the day in serving
‘their Redeemer and Lord.

The real efficiency of Sunday schools can
only be brought about by an entire Reforma
‘tion 3—in  the_teachiers themselves, in the
Cliristian church as their prime movers, and
in the management and conducting of the
schools.  Perfection must not be expected in
a2 merc human institution, but improvement
may, and ought to be devoutly desired and
aimed at by all. Iiet us remeinber that the
Girst step towards it must be made in oursclves.
| We must examine our Sunday schoul charac.
ter, habits, and deficicncics, und we shall soon
find causé for commencing the work. Indo-
lence, indificrence and  self.gratifivation,
which.nay have unsurped the throne of our
souls, as connccled with this work, must be at

live to sce it. Too many of them think that |
' A'M‘Phic, 1s: Melbourne, J Armstrong, 9s;

‘town, Ann MIntyre, 1s 2d, G Cumming, is;

-Grace A Merritt, Junc Dowsley, Emily Fer-

‘ham, W' Eddic, John Gillics, Wm Glennie,

.Robert Roy, Is; Simcoe, J A Liyons, Rev J
\&undry, 1s cach; Beaubamois, Mr Ross,

once dismissed, agd right principles must g’
~appointed in their places. There are four
qualifications perhaps more important than any
other ;—Prayer, Preparation, Punctuality, and’
Perseverance. The greatness of the charactor
which is to be aimed at may strile some with
four, and appenr almost hopeless in the attain.
ment; but lot us remember that we have the
promise of Divine assistance to help our infir-
mitics, and that the object we desiré to pro.
mote is nothing less than to assist in erceting,
-that glorious, temple, which is composed of
lively stones from the rough quairy of huma-
‘nity, and which will exceed all” others in
unfading beauty and imperishable durability.

Monies received on account of Record,
since last acknowledgment :— i

.Waoodslock, A Smith, Esq, 305; Quebec,
Montreal, Master Mussen, 1s 3d; Williams-

Finch, Wm M‘Intesh, Is; -Buckingham, J
G Bigelow, 3s; Leeds, J R Lambly, 7s 6d;
Ormston, A M‘Culluch, Is; [Iuntingdoi, dir
Copland, 1s; Nortou Creck, D Smith, 18;
Bristol, W King, 1s; Per Miss Luura Peck,
Prescott, Misses Mary Willard, Jessic Gunn,

guson, Lzura Peck, Alice B Hx‘flbcrl,‘ Iseach;
Per Mr Iddic, Oak Creck, Andrew Buck..

David Russell, Robert Clark, John Harper,
Peter M‘Farlane, Flugh Gavin, Miss Janet
Danskin, 1s cach,

Per Mr R D Wadswarth—Dundas, John
‘Ware, Rev S Rose, J Spencer, Esq, Thomas:
Dunkin, Is cach; West Flamboro', John
Sanderson, Is 3d; Sencea, John Jackson, 9s,
A C Buck, Is; York, Samuel Park, 1s 3d;
‘Glanford, Joseph Clark, 1s; Galt, Rev James
Strang, Is 34, Dr Lawrence, 1s 3d; Brant.
worth, T Pillsworth, 12s; Mohawk, G-Bryce,
*J Eadie, Is each; St George, Mrs Turnbull,
Is 3d; Port Daver, John J Bradley, Peter
‘Lawson, Jonas Chamberlain, Robert Ryerse,
James TFish, Danicl M‘Swaine, Is cach;
“Normandale, John Tolmill, Is; Familton,

1053 Mohawk, J-ITudson, 7d.

Per Mr F E Graflon—Quehee, C 1 Galtes,
20s 54, Mr Wundroffe, 100s, Mr Hadden, 603,
N N Ross, 40s, Mr Oliver, 203, Mr Sullman,
1s 3d, A M*Phie, lI Eaton, 1s cach; North
Inverncss, Mr Henry, 1s; Lower Ircland, T
George, 1s 3d; Thirce Rivers, Rev Mr Lan-
ton, Mr Buckle, John Bowles, J Dickson,
Mr.Stabbs, 1s each; Nieolet, C [Tughes, is;
Sorci, Rev 3V Anderson, W-Lunan, 1s cach.

Contribetions to Itish School Society :—
. Misa Catharine Reynolds, Burlington, 5s;

South Gcor%ctown Church Sabbath School,
per Rev Mr Muir, 7s°3d. - o




