. .1"“.‘ P

wtm [

THE

Preshyterian College Journa

MONTREAL. -

Vol, XI1.

. 1802-93.

EDXTORIA}T_‘ STAFF :

. E. A. MacKenzig, B.A, ™~ - - Editor-in-Chief.

X MACLENNA!\:, B.A., J. R. Donson, B.A., G. C. PipGEON, B.A., Associate Editors.
J. A. SavigNacy M. MENARD, - - - . L Frenck Bditors.
W. TownseND, - - Loral and Exchange Editor.

D. GuTHrig, B.A, - | - Corsesponding Editor.

: A. MACVICAR, - - - Reporting Editor.
G. D. IRELAND, - . Treasurer and Business Manager.
A. GRAHAM, - - . - -

Associate Mq;;ggcr.

The Journaris published about the first of cach month Al business ica should be addressed
from November to April inclurive, under the auspices to the Manager, N. A. MacLlsov, B A | and all
of the Philosophical and Literary Socicty of tho other corsespenderce to the Edut r-in- Chief,
Presbyterian College, Montreal. E. A. MacKrs2ix, B AL

* ApprEss—6; McTAVISH STREET, MONTREAL; Qus.

JOURNAL OF COMMERCE PRINT,
MONTREAL.



o R

gl

L UPAI N T

r——

CONTENTS.

OUR GRADUATES’ PULPIT :

TITLE. AUTHOR. PAGE.
The Rod of the Alinond Tree ..... .Rev. A, B. MacKay, D. D............ 1
The Lord be Magnified. ............ Revo MU IL Scoit, ML AL ... olL... . 79
The Christian Soldier........o...... Rev. J.R. Munro, B A ..., ......... 165
Christian Warfare.......coooien.nn Rev. Jas. A, Anderson, B.A ......... 24t
Unfailing Ilopefulness.............. Rev. D. L. McCrae, M. A, Ph. D..... 319
The Rich Young Ruler.............. Rev. D. J. Fraser, M. A,, B.D........ 403

SYMPOSIUM : MUTUAL APPROACH OF CIHIRISTIANS.

Rev. Prof. Scrimger, D.D..... ....... 9
Rev. Prof. Campbell, LL. D........... 84
Rev. S P Rose, D. D..oiivniniea.a. 170
Rev. W. J. Hunter, D. D..... ....... 251
. Rev. John Burton, B.D  .......... 327
Rev. Prof. Warriner, BD............. 412
CONTRIBUTED ARTICLES:

Addressesto the Principal and Reply....ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaiiinaaa. 463
Charge to the Néw Professor......... Rev. Jas. Barclay, D. D........ Ceeeaes 26
Church of the Future, The........... Rev. J. A. MacFarlane, M. A.......... 189
Concilio ad Congregationem.......... Rev. Principal MacVicar, D. D........ 343
Creative Power of the Sabbath School..Rev. M. H. Scott, M. A. ............ 262
Day with the Trappists, A........... Rev. Geo. H. Smith, M. A............ 350
Failure of Socialism, The........... Rev. W. L. Clay, B. A....... ceceeccas 427
In Harvard Halls......oioiuiiiients R. MacDougall, B. A.............. 93, 180
Nicholasde Lyra.......... e Rev. Prof. Scrimger, D. D............ g0
Our Library Bibles....cceoenaa. .. Rev. Prof. Scrimger, D.D..175. 258, 331, 417
Our Tripto St. Anne............... Rev. Geo. H. Smith, M. A............ 112
Pan-Presbyterian COuncil; The....... Rev. Principal MacVicar, D. D........ 31
Preacher for the Age...ooovviviannn. Rev. Professor Ross, M. A., B. D..... 135
Presbyterianism and Education. ......Rev. Principal MacVicar, D. D........ 102
Psychology of Music, The.......... A, Mahaffy...ooiiiiiiieeaniiiiiien, 107
Public Prayer.............0 e s Rev. Professor Ross, B.D............ 267

Public Worship of Presbyterian Scot-

land. .ol oot ceiaanes Rev. Prof Rose, B. Dol 421
Shall we have a Biblical Chair?...... A.Russell, B. Aol ol 185
Tennyson. . oovii it iiienninnns o WM. Townsend.ooiiiiiiieiennnannas 33
United Presbyterian Theological Hall,

.3 T P Rev. R. 8. G. Anderson, B. D......... 336
Valedictory .. .ovveeee vevivonennnns W. T. D. Moss, B. Ac...oiiiiiaiaes 456
Vision of Owls, A .. civiuecennnnn, R. MacDougall, B. A.cooiiiiennannnns 348
Woman’s Work...... coiieiiancnns Rev. Alexander Jackson, D. D. ........ 431






Ve e e

CONTENTS. i

MISSION CRISIS:

TITLE. AUTHOR. rAGE.
Autoliography of John G. Paton...... Rev, Prin. MacViear, D. D..... P 197
English Students in French Work....A. C, Reeves, B. A .....o.ooiiiin 443
How to Bncourage your Student..... A. C.Reeves, B.A...: ciivviianins, 2
John Geddie. ... ... ot eeetenen saeen D. J. ¥Fraser, M. A,, B.D..... ..... .. 360
Mackay of Uganda...cooeviniinnne. Donaid Guthrie, B.A ... .ocoiaai.cl 193
Mission News. .. c.evioerecaecsnnss Editorseeeeeeesneeinnnes 118, 191, 275, 354
Missions No Failute....vveveeenune K. McLennan, B A, B. D.....o...e.. 38
Mission to Lepers............. ... Lita G. Wau, B. AL ... DR 280
New Hebiides Mission, The.......... Rev. John G. Paton, D. D........204. 274
Principles of Christian Missions...... Rev. Johp McNabb.ooooooioioooiiial 209
Report of St. Jean Baptiste Mission.. Rev. G. Charles, B. A, B. Se. ....... 120
Street Chapel Mission Work in Honan.. Rev. Murdoch McKenzie.......... 283, 356
Vitlage Mission Work in 1onan..... Rev. Murdoch McKenzie.............. 123

POETRY :

A Picture.. .. ciceviiiiiiiiieeeann R. MacDougall, B. A...... ... ..l 370
Judgment of Tyre, The......c....... W. M. MacKeracher................. 116
Just for To-day........oovieiiannn Selected.eeiiiiiiiiinieiiiie. e 190
Kind Words...oooivviaiiiaiiinann. Selected. . ooviiniiianan.. ceie eeiio.. 266
Not Lost, but Safely Home.......... Rev. M. H. Scolt, ML AL ............ 371
Regret..oovineiiiincieonenioneanns Jean Ingelow....o..oiiiiveiiiia., 250
Samson...eevieiienn Seeteenaenenas W. M. MacKeracher.................. 37
Solomon.....coiiiiiiiiiiiiis cialn W, M. MacKeracher.......oooainin L 273
SONNEL oL tvieneiiaennannanannnnens R. MacDougall, B. A. ... ... .L.. 43
Sympathy. .. iieiiiieiiiiiiianan. R. MacDougall, B. A ... ...... ... 190
UntitHe Find.......coovinnnn .. Rev. Wm, P. MacKenzie, B. A........ 272

PARTIE FRANCAISE:

Beranger....c..oiiiiicniaaiias coee Rev. Lo Lafleur. oo oivneineiianiaaees 372
Ces Effets de 1a Music. ... PN Rev. J. L. Merin, M. A . ....oooae..s 291
Entre Nous.ccceeeveieccernncaannns J A Seeriiiiiiia e feveeeeeaan 53
Jesus Christ et Ia Critique Negative...Rev. Prof. Coussirat, B. D............ 44
Monsieur Ernest Renan......... s-++-Rev. Prof. Coussirat, B. D.. ......... 213
NOUVEHES. e ee i iiiieiseieetetnnnacesenncaseeanssosaasssecancenonn 56, 143, 385
Notre Avenir.....cceeeee cinienann Rev. R P. Duclos ..ceoveenincaann.. 446
UneBeatitude...cooieiiinaiiienn, PN Corrrniiiiii e 136, 350
Un Privilégée....oo. coviniaiaienn. Bellerose...oiieeiiiiiiiiinicnnianann, 132

+ COLLEGE NOTE-BOOK : ]
Student Life.c..ooiniiiiiiiiaens Local Editor .... §7, 144, 220, 295, 386 467

. Reporter’s Folio.....coovviiieinann Reporting Editor. .62, 150, 225, 301, 390 468
Our Graduates....coovveinennnnnn. Corresponding Editor.... .. 39, 146, 223,

297, 388

Students’ DHreClOry. . oot v iiiiiiieareanenoreonensieieiasencsnonnsanns 68

Exchanges ..ooiiiiiiniiiii it i ettt e eees 157, 232, 310

83245

——



"
ey

. g
[ A P

PRIRSER AR gUn e TovP it v ST S

RN UL P RN

iv CONTENTS.
EDITOR1ALS :
TITLE. AUTOR. PAGE,
Back to College. o vvveueineennann, EAM o 64
Chair of Biblical Theology........... G 3 1t 303
Dr. Scrimger...ocoveiennnnns eere b RODGL * .. .. 65
Ecclesiastical Ban, The..... ....... KoMcL 153
From BadtoWorse.coeevnvinnnnnn.. E A M | oo .. 186
In Memoriam.....ooviennnns veen  DVHOM L .39
InMemoriam......covvier tiivann. JR. D, P 473
Journal, The...ooiiiiiiaiinis vunn E A M. e 64
Loyalty c.ovite vevenannnen sesienes A Letter from Sir William Dawson. . ... 307
Missionary Intelligence....... ool G.CoPoiiiiiiiin ciiiiias v 394
Mode of Delivery...oovvieiieeaaan. Gl P 154
Montreal Jewish Mission............ GGl ceenan.s 230
Muscular Christianity.... .......... E.A M. e 67
New Year, The....oovviivinnnna.. JoR. Do i e 227
Our Suburban Churches ............ G.C P e 472
Partliament of Religivns.............. E A M e 229
Principal MacVicar.....voienaann... L O 471
Professor Ross.......ooovveiiaatn. G.C Pl e veer. 66
Pungent Preaching........co0vennnn. E A Mo 155
Sermons and Novels..o..ooeiian., Je R 227
Sir William Dawsoh...cceeieenanan. E A M. e 306
Students as Sunday-School Teachers..J. R. Do..ooooiiiiiiiias ciiie. 302
Summer SessionS....ecievenve.- eeeoJo RuDall T 393
Symposium, The. ... cevevevnenn.... E A Meciiiiiiiiiiiaianinnnnn. . 64
Unprescribed Duties. ...ccccveennn.. L O 304
Volume XII. . oioiuiniieiennnaannn. E. A Moo, ittt 471
Word of Warning, A.......covvennns JoR D 152

TALKS ABOUT BOOKS : Rev. Prof. Campbell, LL.D... 70, 1 59, 233, 311, 397, 476



AR 1 1

T 5o I3

THE

Presbyterian College Journal

VoL. X1I—NoVEMBER, 1892—No. 1.

EDITORIAL STAFF :

E. A. MacKenzig, B.A,,

Editor-in-Chief.

K. MacLenyan, B.A,, J. R. DossoN, B.A., G. C. PipGeON, B.A,, Associate Editors.

J. A. SAviGNAC, M. MENARD, -

W. TowNseND, - -

D, GuTHRIB, B.A,, -
R. TENER, - -

N. A. MacLeop, B.A,, - -
J. D. AnDerson, B.A., G. D. IRELAND. - -

French Edstors,

Local and Exchange Editor.
Corresponding Lditor.
- Reporting Editor.

Treasurer and Business Manager.
Assotinte Managers.

Qur Graduates’ Pulpit.

—

THE ROD OF THE ALMOND TREE.

A SERMON,
BY REV. A. B. MacKAY, D.D.

© 1 wiateh over my wiord to perform it.”

In these days different opinions in
regard to the mnatural character of
Jeremiah are entertained., I believe
the '0ld opinion is correct, that he was
very diffident, a man of no self-confi-
dence or self-assertion, of a shrinking
and sensitive disposition, But what-
ever opinion we may have on this sub-
ject, it cannot be denied that he felt
himself utterly unqualified to be God’s
messenger to Israel. He said, “I am

Sevemiak 1,12 (R.V.)

a little child, I cannot speak,”” and
shrank {rom carrying out the divine
commiseion. God reproved him for
this. He can make the weak things
strong, can make a worm thrash
mountains, He would so strengthen
Jeremiah that he would be able to face
the ‘most stubborn, and utter without
flinching all God’s words., ‘ Behold I
have made thee this day a defenced city
and an iron pillar and brazen walls
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against the whole land.” ‘ Thou there-
fore gird up thy loins and arise and
speak unto them, all that I command
thee ; be not dismayed at them lest I
dismay ‘thee before them.”

And to strengthen his faith God
touched his mouth and said, *Behold
I have put my words in thy mouth.”
Aiso He gave bhim a vision of the rod
of an almond tree, that is ¢ the wake-
ful,” ‘because it is the first tree to
awaken after the sleep of winter. It
blossoms ‘when all other trees are bare.
So God is wide awake in regard to all
His 'words. Not one of them will fall
to ‘the ground, all will prosper in the
thing whereto He has sent them. The
word of man is like the bare branch
without bud or blossom. The word of
God is the rod of the almond tree, full
of life and beauty, its sunlit blossoms
shaking in the wild winds of early
spring, surc prophecy of the advent of
God’s suramer. Then when the eye of
the prophet had been filled with this
fair vision, God gave him the grand
assurance, ‘I watch over my word to
perform it.” Let us listen to this
assurance, for in speaking thus to
Jeremiabh He announces to all the
unvarying relation He bears to His
word. It is a geperal principle which
is here enunciated, as applicable to us
in our days as to Jeremiah in his; and
it is a principle of supreme importance
1o the Church of Christ at the present
hour, and well worthy of the best
attention ol such a gathering as this.
Notice scveral things that are here
cstablished.

I. THERE 1S A MESSAGE WHICH GOD CALLS
His WOoRrD.

It is on the lips of man, but it is the

word of God. It is not Jeremiah’s

word though his lips uttered it, though
his mental consciousness, his emotional

nature, his will, his conseience were all
employed in the utterance of it, and
not the least violence was done to any
of them. It was mnot an evolution of
Jeremijah’s thoughts., Its fountainhead
was mnot Jeremiah’s spiritual and
mental faculties playing on the facts
of providenre. It was God’s word.
There is a great deal of talk about
inspiration in these days. We are often
reminded that the Church has commit-

. ted herself to no theory of inspiration;

and there is a sense in which this is
perfectly true. She has no more com-
mitted herself to a theory concerning
the way in which there has been
brought forth the Word of God written,

than sie has committed hersell to a °

theory concerning the way in which
there bhas been brought forth the Word
of God incarnate; but she has commit-
ted herself to the position that the
Scriptures of the Old and New Testa-
ments are in very truth the Word of
God, even as she has committed her-
self to the position that Jesus of Naza-
reth i85 in very truth the Son of God;
and any separation of the human from
the divine in either, she can no more
tolerate than could the m()t»hcr the ai-
vision of her living child, She answers
with an emphatic yes these four ques-
tions. Is there a God? Can God
speak? Has God spoken? Are these
God's words? Yes. This iz God's
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word onhuman lips. * Men spoke from
God, being 'moved by the Holy Ghost.”
“Every Scripture, inspired of God, is
also profitable.” This is the burning
question of to-day. I once had acon-
versation with Dr. Wm. Taylor of New
York in his study on this subject, in
the course of which he said, “All these
things are apbswered in the question,
‘What think ye of Christ 2’ Is he God?
How does He treat the Scriptures ?”
Many tell us that the thought is in-
spired, but the words are not, but mark
how God spcaks. Does He say. 1
have put my thoughts into your mind?™

talk of inspiration, and talk of it the
more, the less their theories leave us of
aughi to which without a blush ordin-
ary mortals can attach the term. Yes,
we find many people ready to admit
that the Bible is inspired, but when we
ask to what extent it is inspired, and
what it is ithat the Bible actvally gives
us, itis them that the value of this
much calumniated phrase is scen. Men
may juggle with the words “'pl'cnnry in-
spiration” but the words “verbal inspi-
ration™ defy their every art. They form
a touchstone. Their acceptauce is the
sign of a standing, their rejection tbe

KT R

- a falli ith.»
No, but, *“Ihave put my words in thy token of a falling faith

3 mouth.” Which is the harder for God II.  Magk uow Gou treaTs His WORD.
3 to do? to put thoughts in 2 man’s A great many critics are quibbling
i mind or words in 2 man’s mouth? He  and nibbling at the word. They don’t
.’\“ who could do the one could surely do feel like Jeremiah. No one could
:'- the other. Is this verbal inspiration? imagine Trofessor Briggs crying, “I

—divine words put into man’s mouth.
What is it, if it is not 2 Call it mcchan-
ical, absurd, fcolish, anything you
please, this is the divine declaration.
and the folly of God is wiser than men.
As another has said, “We confess that
there is acertain seeming clumsiness
about the phrase ‘‘verbal inspiration.”
It uppears to combdine something me-
chanical in the free and living action
of the Spirit of God. But cven were
this so, the phrase is invaluable. It is
a resting place for a faith which clse
must. fly to and fro over a dark and
heaving seax of speculation. No one
has ever rcad the Bible and failed o feel
that God speaks in that book as in
no other. Almost all confess that in
some way or cther the Bible is divine.
(,:r'itics high and low, cautious and wild,

cannot speak. I am a little child.”
They scem {it to settle everything. In
reading G. A, Smith’s volumes one feels
—what a pity this clever young man
was mot at the elbow of the writers of
the book ealled Isaiah. If the redaction
had only been done by him it would
have been put before us in something
like decent order. And he is by no
means the most confident. There arc
many prepared to tell you when one
writer put in his little bit and another
his. They will shew why this part
should be cut out and why that. They
will prove, 1o their own complete satis-
faction, why this must contradict that.
They wili tell you that the record is
full of mistakes, though strangely
ecnough they have never prepared a list
of them.
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Thus they treat the Scriptures, and
many Christains are greatly troubled.
They do mnot know what to believe.
They are not sure whether they have a
Bible or not. Th.y cannot tell how big
it is. What are we to do?

I. Remember these men are not in-
fallible. They have not yet agreed
among themrselves; and even if they
did, when they are most unanimous
and most confident they may be
furthest from the truth. A friend once
told me of an incident which occurred
in the Free Church Assembly, Scotland.
Some supremely clever men were
greatly interested in a speech made by
a man Irom St. Heliers, Jersey. It was
not his argument that interested them
so muck as his language. With that
keen critical scent which distinguished
them they were pointing out to cach
other this and that trace of the French
idiom which was cropping up so notice-
ably in his phrases. This Frenchman's
English was quite an interesting eritical
study. Alas! It was hrought to au
abrupt and ignominious conclusion
when the person who overheard them
told them that the speaker was no
more 2 Frenchman than they were, but
was born and brought up in Edinburgh.
No when all the truth concerning the
way in which the Old Testament Scrip-
tures have attained their present form
is ~knox\'n. the folly of those <olever
critics shall be made cvident to all
men.

2. Remember what God is doing
with His word. What wman is doing is
very obtrusive., We cannot help noticing
it. But we are apt o forget what

God is doing with it. He is watching
over it. If He had not watched over
it, do you think that we in this distant
continent and in this far removed duy
would have been walking in its light. ?
This book is the miracle of literature,
and the explanation of the miracle is
found in ‘the fact that God watches
over it. No Dbook has been so hated
and so badly treated. Oiten have men
wished ‘to extermirate it. Have they
Never were there so many
copies in circulation. Never has it
reached so far in its dissemination.
Never was the form in which we have
it so0 perfect. Never was unbelief in
its claims more irrational. Every stone
that is dug up in the East confirms it,
**Nor has the widest learning and
dcutest ingenuity of skepticism ever
pointed to onc complete and demon-
strable error of fact or doctriue, in the
Old or New Testament.

Some of the precious seed has no
doubt been dropped on the long route
by which it has come to us, but that
is as nothing, In bringing wheat from
the North West across the Canadian
Pacific Railway, to Montreal, ne doubt
some grains have been lost on the way,
but these are as nothing compared with

suceeeded ?

what has bwen stored in our elevators
and has crossed the Atlantic
ships.

in our
And wo is it with God’s word.
All that has heen lost in transcription
or translation is us nothing. Why this
wonder? God watches over it. “Chere-
for- there is no need to be troubled. no
need for our hearts to tremble for the
ark of the Lord. As the divine majesty
asrrted itself when the ark seemed ta
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be at the mercy of the Philistines, so
the Word of God, unsupported, can cast
down every critical Dagon in this day
as in the past, Ingersoll’s ** Mistakes
of Moses,” Briggs’ ‘ Dithyrambic rap-
tures,” all the attacks of the scholars
in Christendom will fail. He that keep-
eth Israel slumbereth not, and He that
watches over His word waketh cver.

Meanwhile let us not be so ioolish
as to be taken in by the tricks of clever
men. “ We hear the cry in the streets,
‘Who will barter an old lamp for a
new one ?° In Eastern story this was
the ‘trick of an evil magician to get
from Aladdin his lamp of priceless value
and s0 compass his ruin. We know
=omethieg of the worth of this Jamp
of ours. It has brought us riches of
unsearchable value. It has placed us
among the princes of God., Let us be-
ware. If once we surrender the old
belief in the Bible and barter it for a
new lamp of a complicated interweav-
ing of legends by some skilful Macca-
bican fmpostor, we inay find when too
late that we may be overtaken by a
ruin more terribie than in the Arabian
story.™

III. Mark THE PURrose ror wWHi'n He
WATCHES OVER IT.

For what purpose dees God wateh
over His word? To perform it. In
resding the life of our Savior one is
greatly struck with His attitude to-
wards it. He placed Himseli under it.
He studied it to perform it. So God all
through the evolution of history in the

. course of times watches over His word

to perform it. He who looks at the

word and at history aright, will find
many striking evidences of this. A
minister sat on & summer’s day gazing
for u long time on the sea. A friend
asked, ‘“ What do you see in looking so
long ?** ‘The answer was, *“1 see God.”
Looking over the world, studying the
signs of the times, the characteristics of
this and other days, what do you see?
I see God. I see God performing His
word. I see the words of iIsaiak con-
cerning the servant of the Lord ful-
filled in Jesus of Nazareth. I see Israel
scattercd to the ends of the carth, and
trodden under foot. I sce the visions
of Daniel sculptured "n history. I see
the revelation given to John evolving
itseli. I sec ihe prophesies of Paul
and ©of Peter as to the state of the
Church fuliilled to the letter. The very
attacks 'of unbelie! outside and inside
the Church, are the strongest proof that

God is wutching over His word to
periorm it. He will bring it all forth
in good time. With him there is no
failure and no perplexity. He is never
at a loss. *‘Heaven and carth shall
pass away, but one jot or one tittle
shall in no wise pass from the law till
all be fuliilled.” Clever men in these
days say the very reverse. They speak
strongly of the stability of nature and
the instability of revelation. ‘ Since
the fathers fell asleep all things con-
tinue as they were,” is their ery, must
continue, to give scope to their theories.
** Stored up for fire» is the testimony
of the Spirit, « but the word of the Lord
cendureth for ever.” God watches over
His word to perform it. He will per-
form all its words of merey, “ Lzt the
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wicked forsake his way and the un-
righteous man his thoughts, and let
him return unto the Lord and He will
have mercy upon him, and to our God
He
will perform all its words of judgmeut.
“YWhen they are saying peace and
safety, then sudden destruction cometh
upon them, dnd they shall in no wise
escape.” What are we doing with this
word? What is our attitude toward

for He will abundantly pardon.”™

it? Our respousibilitics in these days
are very great. Let us seck to realize
them,

1. A great respowsibility iests upon
us in relation to Him whose ministers
we profess to be. Again and again He
has spoken concerning the Scriptures.
There¢ can be no doubt that in so
speaking He has committed Himseld
to what is called the traditional view
To evade the foree of
His testimony, men with little con-

of xevelation.

sciousness of the limitations of their
own knowledge, talk much about the
limitations ©of Christ, aud have invented
a new theological term, kenosis, (o try
to explain His position; but it is vain
thus to manipulate fucts and words,
our faith may stand in the wisdom of
men who claim 1o be critical experts,
or in Him who is the wisdom and the
power of G, it cannot stand in both.
We have to make our choive. Listen-
ing to the claims of very learned, acute
confident
their marvellous industry

and seholars, amazed by
and ingenu-
ity. impressed by their unmistakeabls
carnestness and  seeming  loftiness o
purpose, do we feel ashamed to difier

from them? Does it not look like an

acknowledgment of mental narrowness
and irrational self-conceit? Why should
those who are not experts refuse to
accept the conelusions of those who are?
Why shou'd we who are no match for
these men in the line of their special
studies set ourselves against them ? We
answer: Because it is to us a matter
of iife and death. Because it is a ques-
tion of {idelity to the Great Head of
the Church from whom we have received
our commission. He¢ has spoken one
word which is framed exactly to suit
such a condition of things as now
exists, ¢ Whosoever shall be ashamed of
Mce and of My words, of him shall the
son of. man be ashamed when He
cometh in His own glory and the glory
of the I"ather and of the holy angels.”
(Luke 9:26)) It may be hard to bear
the shame of being branded with the
name of narrow minded, unscholarly
higots and heresy hunters, but what is
that 1o the shame and everlasting con.
tempt in store for all those who are
ashamerd of His words. The certainty
of that shame of to-morrow
makes us despise this shame of to-day.

2. A great responsibility rests on
us in relation to those over whom He
has placed us.

awfiul

He has appointed us
as undershepherds of that floek which
He has redeemed with His own blood
and which is very dear to Him. There
are great differences ameng the several
members of that flock—the young and
ald—the strong and  feeble—the great
and small, but they have all one com-
mon characteristie, they believe in Him,
And concerning.
feeblest, He has

they hear His voice.

suech, yen the very
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said, ‘“ Wkoso shall offend (or cause to
stumble) one of these little ones whieh
believe in Me, it were better for himy
that a millstone were hanged about his
aeck and that he were drowned in the
depths of the sea.” Is there anything
more fitted to cause stumbling to the
little ones who believe in Him than to
be taught that His word is not to be
implicitly trusted, that modern scholars
know more than He that modern
science proves His ignorance of sub-
jects on which He has spoken. The
unsettling influences of the questions
of the higher criticism are acknowledged
on every hand. Indeed, the cold blooded
way in which this is sometimes spoken
of is simply appalling. Listen: **There
is a crisis, and there can be no doubt
that there will be need of much wise and
patient meditation, before the popular
mind can be brought to rest in any form
of the critical vicw. . . . It is also
certain that in the trausition time some
will make shipwreck of faith.” Mark
the statement. Some will curtainly
make shipwreek of faith. Recall the
Saviour’s words. Little ones who be-
lieve in me made to stumble. Their
confidence in Him, which is their
stsength and saieguard, will be under-
minyd, is being undermined, by those
who JJo mot accept as final the word
of Christ on any subject on which He
spraks. He who died for the little ones
who cling to Him in faith will soon
reckon with all who have caused them
to stunmble. His words of warning are
very plain and very terrible, “ It were
better for that man that a great mill-
stonre were hanged about his neck and

that he were drowaed in the uepths of
the sea.” God save us undershepherds
from the condemnuation of the Chief
Shepherd when He appears.

3. A great responsibility rests on
us in regard to the work our Saviour
has given us to do. On the day that
He ascended He said, ¢ Ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem
and in all Judea, and Samaria, and to
the uttermost part of the carth.” From
that day to this, many have arisen who
have devoted themselves heart and soul
to the work o carrying out this high
commission. They have done great
things in His name, They have fought
a good fight, They have won famous
victories. How ? Listen to the ac-
knowledgement of oue of the critics,
‘“ The whole magnificent spiritual out-
growth of Christianity came from the
Old Testament understood in a pre-
critical manner. How can any critical
re-construction of it now bring with
it any large spiritual profit to Christ-
ians? In the nature of the case we
cannot e¢xpect it, and it would seem as
it the best critics could hope to do
when their work is finished, is to give
the Bible back to the average man
with undiminished power.” Mark the
words. All the past victories of the
Church have been won through the
power of the word used in a pre-critical
manner. Used 'thus it has proved it-
self in many a tough encounter, the
the sword of the Spirit, and *“ mighty
before God to the casting down of
strongholds.™ But the higher critics
have got it into their hands to recon-
struct. Are we to wait ten, fifty, a
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hundred years till they have settled all
their disputes and come to a consensus
of opinion in regard to this reconstruec-
tion? Or are we to embrace the ever-
changing views of these experts, and if
s0, which school are we to accept? In
any way of accommodating ourselves to
these men we must be hindered in our
work. Moreover, what will the prac-
tical result be? ‘These views are com-
paratively new, but they are old enough
to enablec us to apply the test our
Saviour has given, *“ By their fruits
yeshall know them.” What have these
views dore for the Churches where they
have prevailed 2 Destroyed them. Kue-
nen Jearly emptied his class room of
~ Students, and his students nearly
emptied the churches of worshippers.
By ‘the prevalence of these views Dr,
Stalker has shown that the Dutch
Church has been laid waste and sown
with salt, and asks the pertinent ques-
tion: * If we are reckless in circulating
the views which have crushed other
Churches, what right have we to pre-
sume upon immunity from the misfor-
tunes that have befallen them 2”

God in His providence has laid on
this Church a great work, Is it to be
done to our praise, or left undone to
our shame ? As well attempt to navi-
gate the B8t. Lawrence in midwinter,
as hope to overtake this work under the
frecezing influence of those criticisms
which make the Bible the most sophis-
ticated book that was ever written. If
such views prevail among our profes-
sors, and students, and ministers, and
congregations, the work of the Church
can never be done.

Fathers and@ Brethren! We are stand-
ing at a éreat crisis in the history of
the Church. God open our eyes to ste
its gravity. God help us to realize our
responsibility ; our responsibility in re-
gard to the work given us to do; our
responsibility in regard to all the flock
in which the doly Ghost has made us
bishops; our responsibility in regard
to our Master and Chief Shepherd, Jesus
Christ, the same yesterday and to-day
and for ever. Amen.
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Symposium.

WHAT MAY BE DONE FOR THE MUTUAIL APPROACH OF
CHRISTIANS OF DIFFERENT DENOMINATIONS.

BY REV. PROFESSOR SCRIMGER, D.D., M.A.

The hindrances to the reunion of
Protestant Christendom are manifold,
but may for the most part be elassified
under a few heads :—

(1) National differences State
alliances dividing the churches of one
land from those of anoiher LY legisla-
tion.

(2) Differences in types of piety which
find it hard to understand each other
and harder &till to sympathize wwith
vach other.

(3) Diiferences in doctrine that seem
antagonistic and mutually destructive,

(4) Diiferences in government and
modes of administration
apparently ivreconcilable,

(5) Differences in worship and in the
mode of administering the sacraments.

Of these the first two would probably
present no very serious diificulty if they

and

which are

were the only ones.
able they may appear under present
circumstances, they would melt away
like barriers of snpow in springtime if
once a genuine union fecling
brought to bear upon them. Even if
they refused to disappear altogether,
they would remain only in such modi-
fied form as would offer no bar to
virtual union. The real problem is {o
overcome the hindrances arising from
differences in doctrine, governmeni and

were

However formid-

warship.  Are
not, how can they be suceessfully dealt
with ?

In stating my views briefly on these

those insuperable ? 1f

points I propose to speak quite frankly.
The time scems opportune for doing
s0. There are no delicate union nego-
tiations on at the present time such as
are likely to be hindered by iree speech.
nor any prospect of such in the imme-
diate future; and in view of recent
discussions in ecclesiastical synods and
elsewhere, it js clear that the true cause
of union will be best promoted by say-
ing out plainly what is in our minds
all around. If some illusions are dis-
pelled we shall the more speedily
disecover what is really worth trying
for,

In order to make my position clear,
it may be as well to say at the very
outset that there are some of these
differences whieh I do not believe can
cver be so composed as to secure any
kind of harmony, and if by any skil
fully contrived scheme of wunion
could be embraced within one organ.

they

ization, vvil would be the result rather
than good. Any bridge that might be
thrown over the chasms would oifer
only a more convenient! point of con-
flict. There would be no peace save by
the extermination of one party or the
other,
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On the one hand I do not think that
a united P’rotestantism can, or ought,
ever take in any party holding the
sacerdotal theory as to the position
and work of the ministry.
The sacerdotal fruitful
wmother of superstition, and has given

Christian
idea is the

birth to many of the most serious errors
and abuses which have ever grown up
in  the Church — transubstantiation,
baptismal regencration, auriculur con-
fession, the tyrannous pretensions of
the papacy and so forth. It forms the
real barrier between Protestantism and
Romanism, and it must always form an
insuperable barrier between the great
mass of true Protestantism and any
braneh or
allowed this idea to gain a foothold in

section of it which has
its system. Happily there is no scction
of the Protestant chureh which is irre-
trievably commited to sacerdotalism,
but there is more than one which has
altogether rid itself of this
leaven of Uuntil they
purge themselves there ¢an be no hearty
cr profitable union

never

mediaevalism,

with them even
though they should cagerly court it
Sacerdotalism sooner or later means
spiritual death not only to itself but
to the entire body of which it forms a
part. It is like a mortifying limb. The
wise treatment is not fuller incorpora-
tion but excision, Not that there are no
true Christians among those  bholdine
saecerdotal views, I am glad to think
there are many such—men and women
whom any Protestant church might he
proud to cliim as members, and whom
a reunited Protestantism might gladly

weleome to its ranks if 1hey came as

individuals, But there can lLe no safe
recognition of their sacerdotal princi-
ples. Protestantism might as well
commit suteide at once, as deliberately
take this slow poison into its system.
The rvesult would be the same in the
long run.

In gpeaking thus strongly I do nou
ignore the fact that the revival of
sacerdotalism has sometlimes appeared
to produre a vevival of piety and of
Christain activity, as in the case of the
High Church party in England during
But the student
of history is not 1o be deceived by short-

the past generation.

lived spurts of zeal made in the face o1
aeritical public, He looks to the eifeets
of sacerdotalism in those churches and
in those countries where it has had free
play. and he knows what the outcome
of it will be elsewhere as well, except
in 80 far as it is counteracted by ocher
influences, Sacerdotalism is like wine.
It first stimulates and then cmbrutes
or paralyzes.
none of it.
But if on the one hamd it be imprae-

The wise man will have

ticable to.include the sucerdotal party
in a reunited Protestantism, on the
other hand it is equally impossible to
include the Socinian party which ve-
the slement in
Christianity to the lowest dimensions or
evell denies it altogether.

duces supernatural
No doubt
here ars pious Unitariuns as there are
pious High Churchmen, but Unitarian-
ism as a creed has ever proved fatal to
spiritual life in general, Here again to
incorporate this element so as to give
it u recognized place in the Church
would be simply a courting of ruin.



WHA7 N4y BE DONE, E7C. 11

Unity is a good thing il it can be fairly
gained, but it is altogether too dearly
purchased at the cost of life. With
these deductions however, I see no in-
superable diificulty in the way of bring-
ing the various sections of Prolestant-
itm together so that they shall all
virtually form one Church.

To some it may seem that after these
deductions are made, the rest of Protest-
antism would bardly be worth uniting.
Sacerdotalisin and Socinianism seem to
reprecent large parties that appear to
be ever growing larger. But though
they are both very noisy, they are by
w0 means so large as they scem, and
the great mass of Protestant Christ-
endom still marches within the Evangel-
ica! lines, including the Presbyterian.
Methodist, Congregational and Baptist
(‘hurches of almost all shades, likewise
the laity, if not the clergy. of the Epis-
copal and Lutheran Churches in both
worlds. It may be safeiy predicted also
that the Missionary Churches of India.
Japan and Chiaa in the twentieth cent-
ury will b2 Evangelical. T{ the Evan-
gelical Churches can plan wisely for
union now, the future of Protestant
Christianity is in their hands. There
seemis to be no sufficient reason why
they should not come together.

Doctrinaily there is no doubt that
the main difference which separates
them is that between <Calvinism and
Aiminianism. Al others sink into in-
significance in comparison with this,
and one has but to mention the two
systems in order to call up the remem-
brance of many a stern conflict of logie
and sometimes with more material

weapons as well. If this difference can
be healed we need not despair of any
other,

Now in one sense that difference is
It goes down to the
very fouudations of human thought.
Botli cannot be true if our reasoning
laculties are to be trusted at all. Nor
is there any ground to hope that the
one party will ever convert the other
to i*s views. The battle between them
has always ended in 2 draw. The truth
is they represent two dJdiverse tenden-
cies of the human mind which have ul-
wuays existed and will always continue

irreconcilable,

to exist. Some men are born Calvinists
and never can be anything else: others
are born Arminians and are unable to
understand how anybody can hold to
Calvinisin. But inasmuch as the adher-
both may be very good
Christians, and are agreed on almost
all the points which are distinctive of
Christianity, it ought not surely to be
an impossible thing to find some modus
vivendi under whicn they may agree to
differ. As a Calvinist 1 Lelieve that Cal-
vinism is at least nearer the truth than

ents of

Arminianism, and has produced a higher
type of Christian character on the
whole. Bus I gee no sufficient veason
why they should excommunicate one
another. Owing to the accident of
sharp conflict between the two systems
within the Reformed Church in the be-
ginning of the 17th century. the im-
portance of the points of difference has
been enormiously exaggerated and ,ac-
centuated beyond all reason. In the
Lutheran and Episcopal cburches the
twe have for the most part lived to-
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gether in great good will, sometimes
the one prevailing and sometimes the
other. There is no good reason why
{he same degree of harmony should not
exist elsewhere as well, Tven already
there are indications that the emphasis
is being laid rather on other things in
the Reformed Churcheg, so that these
differences may Dbe allowed to sink
to their proper level. The Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church, for in-
stance, is at least one Reformed body
which without becoming altogether
Arminian, has agreed to allow full
standing room for Arminianism with-
in its ramks. and perhaps others
may be encouraged by its phenomenal
success to follow the example, 1t was
a good omen for the future when the
applicatior of this Church for admis-
sion into the Pan-Presbyterian Alliance.
on the recommendation of a committee
of which Dr. MacVicar was the con-
vener, was favorably entertained at the
Belfast Council in 1884, This {5 by all
odds the most significant ineident
whick has occurred in the history of
this controversy since the rising of the
Syned of Dort in 1619. If this prece-
dent were followed in other cases it
would produce soma astonishing results.
It ie hard to see on what principle the
Wesleyan Methodist Church of Eng-
land, which is Presbyterian in its gov-
ernment, could be refused aidralssion it
it were to apply. The day may inot
he far distant, when it and others in
a like position, will be invited to send
representatives to the Couancil. When
it does come the problem of reuniting
Protestant Christendom

will  have

moved forward a long way towards its
solution. In the meantime iet us en-
dearour to maintain goodwill, cultivate
appreciation of one another’s good
qualities, and encourage as much c¢o-
operation a¢ possible in all good works.

The matter of Church government is
a little more complicated and more
ditfficult to deal with satisfactorilv. for
the reason that it cannot be left an
open question. The united Chureh must
have a government of some kind and
the gquestion at ouce presents itself
as to which of the three great historic
systems shall be adopted, Episcopacy.
Presbyterianisin or Congregationalism,
I am inclined to think it will be found
to be no ome of the three, to the ex-
clusion of the rest, but a fusion of
them all.

I confess I see no hope along the
line of the *“ historic Episcopate ™ in-
sisted upon by the Lambeth Conference
of 1888, at least ii I understand aright
witat that somewhat vague phrase was
meant to imply. The Protestant Re-
formation of the 16th ceuiury was very
lurgely a revolt against the historic
Episcopate, which hizd long outlived its
usefulness and degenerated into an al-
most hopeless tyranny. It was retained
in England, and afferwvards re-imposed
on Scotland, but the resulv bhas not
proved envouraging for the Iipiscopate.
One section after another of English
Trotestantism has slipped from under
the yoke, until ite authority has come
to be recognized by a good deal less
than half tae Ehglish-speaking word.
The whole trend of Protestantism las
been away from the historic Episcopate,
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and it is hardly likely to reverse ite
instinetive movement, Moreover, the
historic Episcopate has become almost
inseparably bound up with the claim
to apostolic succession. And though
ihe thing itself would do no harm, all
the experience of the past makes us
suspicious of the claim. It has almost
invariably been used as the linch-pin to
retain the wheels of the sacerdotal go-
cart with its load of silly supersti-
tlons. And whatever other concessions
are made, so long as this is kept there
would always be the danger that 2
gacerdotal party would avise holding
this claim in reserve, like a trump card
up a gamester’s sleeve, to be produced
at a critical time in support of the old
pretensions. This has occurred mnore
than once already and might easily
oceur again. The non-Episcopal Church-
es are not disposed to run any such risk
and will guard against it if they cau.

Furthermore if sacerdotalism e
wholly dlscarded, the ordinary diocesan
form of Episcopacy very largely loses
its “raison @’etre.” Tt becomes a sort
of fifth wheel to the coach, discharging
duties which can be as well and much
more economically discharged by small
local synods such as are now being
organized almost everywhere,
within the Episcopal Churches them-
selves. It faile to justiiy its continuance
on the score of utility and can hardly
escape being set aside.

ceven

There is, however, one form of Epis.
copucy which will almost certainly be
found in the re-united Church and will
be more fully developed with every
advance which 1t makes in aggressive

work. It is found already ecxtensively
employed in both the Presbyterian and
Congreguational systems, wherever these
prevail, in the persons of their mission
seceretaries, superintendents or conven-
ers. Thesc men wear no special vest-
ments and are not elevated to any
superior class above their brethren, but
they are true overseers of the Lord’s
work, created as they are needed and
ceasing to exist when that work canbe
done without them. That is an LEpis-
copacy which wiil justify its existence
by its efficiency. and will not need any
siiadowy claim of divine right. Aloung-
side of this, the Presbytery might gtill
retain its full powers and every congre-
gation its full liberties. Such a fusion
of the three systems reteining the essen-
tial features of all, would furnish at
once o fair basis of union and a prae-
tically eifective government for the
fature Church.

The conduet of public worship and
the mode of administering the sacra-
menls do not seem to me to present
apy serious obstacle to union. All that
is needed is liberty and mutual tolera-
tion. It iree from sacerdotal implica-
tions, 1, as a Presbyterian, have no
objection in the world to a liturgy for
the use of those congregations which
rind it edifying, so long as it is not
imposed upen others which prefer a
simipler and freer mode of worship. I
attach no importance to attitudes in
themselves and would be willing to
receive the eucharist standing, sitting,
knceling, or even lying down, aiter the
fashion of Christ uand his disciples at
its institution, it that should be found
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atti-
tudes may be used to ruggest erroncous

to be most convenient. Certain

coneeptions as to the nature of the or-
dinance, and then it is wiser to avoid
them. DBut
wholly indiiferent.
never been able to understund how the
quantity of water used in baptism,
whether a few drops or a whole tank-
ful, could make any difference in the

in themselves they are

Then again I have

value of the symbot of purification. By
all means let those be immersed who
wish it, so long as they do not un-
churelr the rest who see no need for
insisting on this torm of the rite. On
this point the Baptists of America have
been disposed to take somewhat ex-
clugive ground, but their brethren in
England for the most part deel no hesi-
tation in fraternizing with those whoe
adopt the simpler form of ihe sacra-
wment, Inthe city of London, a leading
Baptist has become the successor of
Newman Hall, Congregationalist, and
it is announced that Spurgeon's pulpit
will shortly be filled by a Presbyterian,
The two modes were pr:wti‘sed side by

Presbyterian Journal, Montreal.

side in the early Church apparently
without friction. A little forbearance
would make it equally possible now.

Yes, a littie more forebearance and
mutual toleration, thoge are the things
which are mostly needed, in order that
Protestantism may become united. But
these are precisely the things which it
is most difficult to secure. On account
of the foolish rivalry which disgraces
the Protestunt denominations, the ad-
vocates of each feel tne temptation to
depreciate others, in order to win ad-
herenls to themselves. If the several
Churches had grace enough to recognize
the good work being done by others
and keep out of fields where they are
not needed, goodwill would speedily
arow and union come on apace. As it
is I am not sanguine as to any organic
union in the immediate future. But
happily what movement there is, is in
the righi divection, and we can at leasy
prepare the public mind for something *
further by free discussion 9f methods
and plans for accomplishing it.

JOHN SCRIMGER.
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Contributed Qrticles.

THE PREACHER FOR THE AGE.

INAUGURAL ADDRESS,
BY REV. PROF. ROSS, M.A., B.D.

Mr. Moderator, members of the Pres-
i?i"tery, Gentlemen of the Senate, of the
Board of Management, I'ellow Students,
and Christian Brethern: |

It hath
propriate, on occasion of such
importance to myself and to all
who defend and cherish the welfare of
this institution, that I should for the
time try to forget my own weakness

seemed  to me  ap-

an

and the extreme timidity with which T
have suffeved myseli to be called from
a congenial sphere of labour, and from
amidst the grateful tears of & berecaved
people, and that I shouid address my-
self ‘o the discussion of some of the
characteristies of the Christian preacher
which will fit him for successfully carry-
ing on his work amid the conditions of
lifc to-day. This is a theme closely
connected avith the department which
has been so solemnly committed to my
care and of some interest to every mini-
ster of the gospel, cvery lover of the
souls ‘of men, When we use the term
‘“ preacher ” we do not generally include
the wide variety of the pastor’s duties
under §t. We think of that single fune-
tion to his ministry which he discharges
when in the presence of the worshipping
assembly he delivers his message. But
we can hardly disassociate that act

from all the mental and spiritual pre-
paration which cnables him to obiain
and hold the attention of men and to
wisely influence their hearts and con-
seiences by the truth.

By *‘ this age’ I mean not only to-
day but to-morrow, so far as it is given
to us shortsighted mortals to imagine
what its c¢haracter shall be,

It is mo easy matter to apprehend
The
features of wmodern life are so complex,
the departments of knowledge so mani-
fold, the fundamental ideas of the dif-

aright the spirit of our own time,.

ferent schools of thought so radically

different, that it is almost im-
possible  to umderstand and  truly
eslimate them all.  Moreover our

point of view is so «¢lose to
the things of to-day
no room for the right perspective for
fully measuring their tendencies
conscquences,

In the mighty
whicn our lot is cast, there are many
who think that the trend of thought
is going clean away from the Church
and all her concerns, and that soon she
will be left sitting on some moss-covered
rock @ mere archacological curiosity.
To many wielders of the editorial pen
who feel their inflnence and magnify

that there is

and

seething  world  in
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theiv office. the preacher seems a very
e La wan wdeed. utterly insignificant
in the mighty social, industrial, and
political turmoil in Wwhich they bear so
large a part. So they often introduce
him with an apology and dismiss him
with a sneer. To many abstract think-
ers, church services are a wearisome
repetition, and the sermon an anach-
ronism. They conceive of the preacher
as ‘“ toiling through his narrow round
of systematic dogmas, or creeping along
some low level of schoolboy mortality,
or addressing the initiated in mystic
phraseology,” but totally destitute of
all originality or practical power. At
best they regard him as marking a
ctage in the development of humanity,
as a pile of chips and rubbish indicates
where the ebbing waters once stood.
Sven some defenders of the Christian
faith speak with ill disguised contempt
of the feeble performances of the pulpit
in the onward march of moral life and
advanced thought to-day.

But the preacher does not really need
to apologize for his appearance among
men. He is vindicated by the call of
the Eternal burned deep on his own
soul; by the auguish of perishing hu-
manity crying out for the gospel of
truth from many a city slum, and dark-
cned tribe, and distant isle; by the
public iniquity and private vice of nom-
inally Christian nations which loudly
demand that the prophet’s voice shall
be lifted in siern denunciation of the
wrong ; by the truth itself which surges
within him like the pent up fires of a
smothcered volcano rcfusing to be con-
fined.

It is not enough to feel that he has
of good and substantial right, aplace
among the influences which are mould-
ing men. To reach the full limit of his
power, he must believe that he holds
the office which was ordained from all
cternity, in the fulness of the Divine wis-
dom, that men thereby might be saved.
He is an ambassador from the court o’
Heaven, to offer to his fellow children
of clay, the wealth of God’s love and
the riches of the eternal glory, and to
expound to them the manner of life by
which fthis happy consummsition may
be attained.,

I. Tae CHRISTIAN PREACHER FOR THIS AGE
MUST BE A MAN OF WIDE ACQUAINT-
ANCE wiTH TRUTH.

I pause not to speak ol a
deep personal trust on the Son of
God and a growing likeness to him,
Such an experience has been a funda-
mental requirement of the zospel min-
istry since the day of Pentecost. After
this, his pre-cminent qualification is a
full and sympathetic knowledge of God's
revealed wiil. He ought to have a
deeper and more¢ critical knowledge of
the Scriptures than the average mem-
bLer of his congregation, for otherwisc
it wiil not be very inspiring for them
to iisten cvery Sabbath to what they
have known by heart for years. The
standard ‘of Biblical knowledge is rising
among ‘the Christian workers of cvery
congregation and 1o maintain his posi.
tion the preacher will need to work.

Inaddition 1o this he must nceds Iy
all gpheres of investigation uunder tri-
bute to furnish him for his calling. Time

v
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was when he needed to know only the
mysteries of scholastic theology and he
might move among his p.urishioners as
ignorant as a babe unborn of their call-
ings, their trials, their hopes and fears,
He was often a man of another world
than theirs.
them might have used the language of
con-

The average hearer among

Tennyson’s ** Northern Farmer”
cerping his experience in church :—
¥ *eerd 'um & bummin’ awaay loike
a buzzard-clock ower my ‘vad, «
An’ I niver knaw’d whot a mean’d, but
a thowt a ’ad summut to saay,
An’ I thowt a said whot a owt to ’a
said an’ I coom’d awaay.”

But to-day the barriers of ministerial
custe have been broken down by the
rising tide of general culture, and the
preacher must hold bis audience more
by the power of truth and less by the
forece of traditional respect. No mere
professionul knowledge is suificient to
qualify him for his arduous tasks.
-Althiough Tic must still be the man of
One Book he will not do it, or his call-
ing justice unless he is far more. He
must grasp the conditions of life under
which every onc of his people lives and
carns his bread; and he must koow
something of what is passing through
the minds of all classes of men.

‘To e more specific, the philosophy
of an age is too closely connected with
its theology to allow the preacher to
remain ignorant of its leading char-
acteristics.  Besides the  fundamental
arguments of Christinn apology lic to-
day in the transcendental realm.

In the region of scienee a new world
has been unfolded to this generation.

I was glad to read the statement of
a leading bookseller of the United States
that most of the copies of the new
bhooks of seience were =old to clergymen.
These books contain a mine of illustra-
tions of spiritual truth, they are usually
models of style, and their matter is
most stimulating to thought. Lspeei-
ally does the preacher need to have a
clear idea of all the ramifications of
that giant offspring of nincteenth cent-
ury thinking, the idea of
development. [t was a subject of much
laughter ago, but
to-day the merriment is rapidly dying

mighty
twenty-five years
away. Although in the realm in which
it originated it ix hardly more than
i working hypothesis; it is pow influ-
eneing philosophic, scientific and theo-
logic thought much more than almost
any single mind can understand. Y any
of its far reaching conclusions are
evidently destined to become part of
the permanent

mental  possessions of

mankind, The very men who argue
most strongly against it think in its
terms, use the speech it has framed,
and have obtained a new conception of
the universe by its means.

Its outcome in oune direction appears
in those critical theoriers of the origin
of our Scriptures whoss warp and woof
cvery preacher of the  Presbyterian
Church ought to kneow, not that he
may inflict them from the pulpit on a
simple minded people, but that he may
satisfy his own ind, and the minds of
any intelligent inquirers, and espeecially
lest at no distant day he may be con.
stituted a judge of what is the true
porition in regard to them.
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IN vHE DEF RTMENT OF SOCIAL SUIENCE

many vexed questions cmerge, most
closely connected with public morals,
and vo pastor can rightly divide the
word of od to-day without ovecasion:
ally tcuching oa them. The
artisans of his congregation will come
to him for advice about the atritude
thyy should take tuwards certain labour
organizations which ure now found in
almost ¢.zry community ; und he will
need to be able rightly to estimate their
code of morals, and their ultimate ten-
dencey.

yYoung

Perhaps it will sometimes Le
peeessary for him to advise his peaple
about the use of thoese extremely danger-
ous weapons which we eall strikes, A
grave responsibility rests on nim amid
the issues of to-day lest, on the one
hand ,he become a narrow demagogie,
or on the other, the mere watch dog
oi lhe monopolist against the inalien.
able rights of man. Nor can the preavch.
er ignore the literature of unbelief, 1t
is not wise to be frequently assuming
an apoiogetic tone in the pulpit but it
is almost a neeessity to know what our
young men are reading, and to know
what they. who have no sympathy with
Christianity, think of it, and of thw
problems of duty. and futurity. LEspe
cially is this neressary il as many s
lieve, we are on the eve of the greatest
coniliet with seeptivism that the chureh
haw ever seen,

Asanantidote to thee depressing offiec 1
which the widespread and able nabelicf
of to.day may Lave upon him, I would
recommend  Tthe histary of  Christian
Missious and Lvangelistic oifort. He

will find it 2 most profitable and in-

spiring part of lIiis equipment to follow
the great movements of Christian acti-
vity all over the carth, and to observe
how fully Jehovah hath implemented
his promises to the faithful church, in
the power of the truth and the pleni-
tude of the Spirit among the heathen
abroad, and the lapsed and careless at
home.  And if the history of these pre-
sent movements be  instruclive the
narrative of the past is not less profit-
ablie. He who kuows the mind of the
Church Catholie from the beginning of
her bistory will not be guilty of pro-
pounding some rejected heresy with all
the gravity of a new discovery of truth.
Nor will he suffer himself to be seriously
alurmed by the New Theology or the
Higber Criticism. Many similar move-
ments have Leen met and incorporated
into the Churceh’s life.

she will easily absorbh

In this age also

all the treih
which these investigators have to offer
and blow the chaii into oblivion.

The preacher” of to-day must be a
student of the signs of the times, 1 do
not mein by this term that method of
interpreting the Seriptures which finds
it third rate Frepch politician on a
whit: horse in the Apocalypy, or which
cleams from the language of Danicl a
knowledge 1l kst things not attained
by the Son of Godd. But I mean cudii-
varing the power to grasp the teaden
ciex of modern thought, the ubility to
svee Whither the main current is flowing
that we may e able (o infhiener i1,
and to use it in the service of the Lord,

It has been well said, ** The world
moves and we must move with it if we
are 1o be of any use in it as preachers.
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Truth no Jdoubt is one and unchanging:
the gospel knows no variation: but the
have come
variety

on men,
through ‘the countless of 1in-
fluences that aficet them may necesasi-

changes which

tate alterations in our mode of pre-
senting the iruth. Human language

changes ; modes
human convictions change : and all thix
muet be taken into account by those
who would e wise in winning souls.”

of thought change:

For example. we need to be able to
anderstand the rise of 2 movement like
Salvation Army: to apprehend what
elements were waating in the Christ-
ian Church which the labour of this
new organization supplies: and what
there is in human nature among the
lower classes of soricty to which it ean
<0 powerfully appeal.

It might be objected to all this that
it aequisition woull make every mini-
ster an Admirable Creighton and that
there is no time for it amid the pressing
multitudinous  dutiex of modern
Then it is the
neeessary that all the years of prepara-

and
pastoral  life, more
tion for the ministry should be rrowded
with diligent and wisely seleeted read-
ing, and not wasted in other pursuits
however pious ar apparently useful,

Again we in the pastorate ought to
consider wheiher we are not suffering
ourselves to be saddled with innumer-
able social and executive trifles which
do not so closely pertain to our work
as the investigaiion of the themes 1
have mentioned.  There is ample scope
for reilection whether we rﬁi;:ht
profitahly make room far ~omee of these

ot
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things by refusing to continue 2 number
of those tributes which the relizious
Madam Grundy exacts of us under pain
of her displeasure but which yields ux
no adequate return. And besides we
need to study the art of mastering the
principles of a subjeet without burden-
ing ourselves with all its complieated
details ; we need to be able to tear the
vitals oul of a haok with preeision and
dispateh : and to cultivate the faculty
of diseovering ¢poch making books that
wemay grasp the meaning and attitude
of oar age throuch them.

II. Tur CUWIsTIAN PREACHER oF TO-DAY
MUSE BE A MAN OF UNSWERVING

LOYALTY TO TRUTH.

This means that he must preach
from his own experience and ac-
rording to its interpretation of the
word. He must he as far as possible
from tampering with his moral or even
with his intellectual conclusions. If he
speaks it must be beeanse he helieves
with all the foree of a clear convietion
and {rels with every Tibre of a sensitive
heart. Amid the many subtle tempta.
tione to disregard this obligation with
assalled  to-day the

rndowment of

which we
preacher needs 2 high
that moral energy which we call man.
liness.

In that delightfal ook *“ The Preacher
and his Maodels” whirh almast  every
has

are

minister and thealogieal student.
Bbeen reading this last year, Dr. Stalker
says: ** The polish given by education
tells no doubt ; but the <ize of the pri-

mordinl mase of manhonr, fells still
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more. . . . . . . People do not now re-
speet the cloth unless they find a
man inside of jt.”

The common conception of the min-
istry, especially among
young men is, that it is not a manly
vocation.

irreligious

They seem to bhave the im-
pression that there is an element of
mean, sneaking, eifeminate insincerity
about it; that it is a calling whose
members form a third sex, so that the
human race is composed of men, women,
and clergymen, (enumerated in the
descending sceale,) They have imbibed
the notion that the preacher must e
coddled by a different method of treat-
ment from that which they accord to
other men, They imagine that lie is a
soft, pntty kind of a man on whom
every passer by can leave the mark of
his knuckles if he be so minded, but
whose unspeakable weakness it is gen-
erous to treat with the very greatest
consideration. They faney him one who
Hives on public charity and who rarely
gives a quid pro quo, who requires a
special rate when he travels, and when
hie buys goods, and over whose property
the State must suspend its right of
taxation because it is 2 decent and
religious thing to do so. It is only o
short step from all this to regard the
preacher as subseribing o ereed which
he no longer Dbelieves, and preaching
doctrines repugnant to his own reason
for @ marsei of bread. IT there have
been individuals whose character evi-
dently belied  this their
crities said, “ What a pity such a fiine

conerption

fellow should be a preacher.™

Now ulthough there may have heen

here and there, some grounds for such
an opinion, it never was a true picture:
anQ it ought to be, and really is, an
anachronism to-day. No man is readier
to endurce hardness thav the good soldier
of Jesus Christ. more
than ever, be prepared to stand before
all men on the ground of his true man-

But he must,

hood and receive the same treatment as
all others, He must have in him such
a keen sense of honour, such a sensitive
chivalrous spirit that he will deeline
any special advantage accorded to him
on the ground of some mediteval con-
ception of his office.

The Preacher’s loyalty to truth must
not only be a manly fairness, the soul
of hionour; but also a fearless, heroic
bravery which dares everything for God
and the highest interests of mankind.
We need now a higher order of courage
which is not only the instinet of hattle
which @erves itself to do and endure
when some conilict draws near; but
also with calm enduring patience stands
by an unpopular cause in its weakest
hour : which resists the domination of
narrow prejudices and  traditionalisin
within the Church as well as her com-
mon foes without ; and which persever
ingly saps and mines at public opinion
until the nnwelcome truth is universaily
acknowledged and appropriate action
follows. The Presbhyterian Chureh will
always expect i high ovder of courage
in her ministers. The traditions of her
martyrs, confessors, and covenanters.
ought to inspire all her children (o
stand by their convictions though the
heavens fall,
poltrons,

Her pulpit is no place fo
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Seldom did the need A

more definite faith, :

preacher

stouter hearted
courage ‘of conviction, or a more un-
swerving loyalty to truth than at the
present time, Most powerfal and hos-
tile foreces are around us ncutraliziq«,,-‘
our influence, and undoing our work:
and in weak moments we will be often
tempted to abandon the une_qu:ﬂ strife.
What mean the
like a c¢ivil war which have searcely

echoes of a conflict

died away from some of the States of
the neighboring Republic?  Arve these
the first throes of
struggle in which the class degradation,

and the political and economic abuses of

a gigantic social

all Europe will be painfully atoned for
by every land ?

TWhat means the march of our
Churches up among the habitations of
the wealthy and away from the dweil-
ings of the poor in almost all our large
centres of population? Is the gospel
of Jesus Christ to become a perquisite
of the cultered and well-to-do, and for
that reason an offence to him who most
needs its consolation and its inspiration
to rightcousness?

Has the honest artisan been soured
and made the enemy of God's truth, by
the careless contempt of an aristocratie
Christianity ? If so, it will be largely
in vain for us to try to reclaim him by
the city missionary after he has been
We had bedter make
lieroice cfforts to maintain the primitive

alienated in spivit.

ideal of the house of God, where the vich
and the poor mect together before the
the Lord who is the Maker of them all.
;rllo most cultured and radical seepti-
cism the world has ever seen is quarry-
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ing the foundations from bencath our
of the
ablest exponents of scientifie thought

most holy religion and some
are marvelling that any honest man of
fair intelligence e¢an still avow himself
a Christinn. The list of eminent men
who have ceased to believe in Christian.
ity as a Divine revelation is a long onc.

The worship of material things has in
many quarters wholly superceded the
worship of God, Taserupulous methods
in public life are applauded by alarge
part of the population as consummate
statesmanship. .\ black dismal stream
of poverty, anguish, and erime is flow-
ing all over the land, from the organ-
of the

Gambling 18 still the

jzed  iniquities liquor traffic.
amusement  of
many and the serious employment of
not a few. Consecience and self respect
are foreign ideas to a vast number of
men,

Within the pale of the Protestant
there is much well fitted to
The great

question ‘with many able scholars is,

Church
make a timid man uncasy.

Have we asupernatural revelation at
all or huve we simply a sacred litera.
ture, which is so far the highest expres.
sion of the religious faculty in man, but
which in its turn will be supplanted by
something higher and better in  the
great evolution of humanity under the
inhence of the Zeitgeist,  Among some
believers in a revelation the Atonement
is repudiated at least in its old historice
sense, and the appeal is onee more to
the Covenant of works., That sacer-
dotal system which conneets all grace
with a figment of apostolie suecession

grows daily more arrogant and uncom-

THE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE, MONTREAL
BIBLIOTHEQUE / LIRRARY
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Sacramentalism is once
more rearing its head where we should
least expect to find it. The methods
employed for reviving the Church’s life
are too often mechanical
results transitory.

promising,

and  their

The preacher may shut his eyes to
these tendencies and keep on hix own
way. But it is better for him to look
through them and beyond them if he
can. Surely in all these things there
is a loud call for loyalty to truth on
the part of him who hopes to lead men
to God in Christ.
ficulty will be 1o maintain thut cour-

Sometimes his dif-

ngeous faith in truath and righteous-
ness which is so necessary for grappling
successiully with his work.

He may be greatly helped by consider-
ing the adaptation of the gospel to the
deepest needs of man. by remembering
its past triumphs over the lore of the
wise and the might of the strong, by
arasping the confident predictions of
the Holy Scriptures which outline 2
cortain victory for thie truth. but most
of all by close commuuion with the
IHoly One. He who maintains an un-
braken fellowship with the Eternal will
jind that before the light and majesty
of thai Benign Presence the mists of
carth will elear away.  He that dwell
+(h in the seeret place of the Most High
. of the
He will eateh something

<hali abide under the shadow
Almighty.”
ol the dignity. stability, and impertnrb.
Obtain-

ing some glimpses of the fuature from

able ealm of the Infinite One.

*le Divine point of view he will noi

allow himsell to be consumed  with

impaticnce, nor petulant anxiety about

results. “ He that believeth
make haste.”
Not only wili such a spirit be far

~hall not

from quailing before the impending con-
flict. but it will exult in the thought
that the Unchangeable determined bhe-
fore all the ages that it should stand
for the honour of his name in o post
of speeial and in an
surcharged with hostile influences,

III. The Christian Preaclier for to.
day needs to be a man of skill and
power in using truih. He ought not
to be what is called in Scotland *“ ane
o’ God's gowks,”

trial. age

an encyclopedia of
knowledge, or a moving conscience, or
both combined. He must be a
action, a clear headed. quick
whole souled Reformer! His
endowments, and cspecially his wealth
of heart and vigour of devotional liic
will indeed be useful in a high degree

man of
witted

mental

ax he lives an earnest holy life amone
men. for in o doing he reproduces the
life of the Great Exemplar, the Son of
God. Character in the preacher is of
vast importance,

But in addition to this he is the
active champion of truth. an outside
conscience to the sinner, the awakener
of new and higher life throughout the
whole community in which he dwells.
He must not only be armed with the
sword of truth, but he must know how
to wield it in courageous and suceessful
batile for the Lord. To the

love and Chriztian con-

abhtain
respect of a
aregation and o mipister to the needs
of its members for a lifetime is no very
Aifficuli task with ordinayy grace. Byt

to conquer 1the Kingdom of cvil, to
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reclaim the devotees of vice, to counter-
act the spirit of worldliness, to bring
the whole community nearer 1o the
Spirit of Christ than we found it, is
hard heart-breakng work. To accom-
plish it more than instruction is necded;
instruction is a means to an end, viz.,
Npivitual quickening. While it is wise
to ‘make every injunction to duty, or
to the enjoyment of privilege, rest on a
firm doetrinal basis, the great need of
man is not knowledge but life. The
worst man in Montreal knows more
than the best man can do. Henee the
erying need for power in the preacher,
tu arouse the dormant conscience and
awaken the whole higher man. Almost
every writer on preaching, has tried to
analyze that element of ministerial
cificiency which we call “power ™ and
has failed. It has been pointed out
that every kind of power is in its own
nature indescribable,
tion?

What is gravita-
Or magnetism? Or life? Do
these forces not always elude a sensible
and exhaustive definition ? So does the
preacher’s power, yet it is a terribly
real thing notwithstanding its mystery.
One man says certain words and they
are merely decent commonplace. an-
other says them and they electrify an
audience and awaken unquenchable de-

sires after holiness and God. This
spiritual energy may be present in a

high degree along with very imperfect
views of truth and the utter absence

of all graces of speech. And it may be

conspicuonsly absent irom the most
perfeet and {finished discourse.  The

Salvationist vehemently repeuatling hix
onc idea at the street corner often
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arouses to newness of life some utterly
inipervious to the appeals of the regular
ministry., Have we not known students
advised by their professors to tuvn aside
to other callings because of their luack
of giits! But they persisted and be-
hold some of them proved their Divine
call by developing wonderful facility for
moving men and rousing and organizing
vast armies of Again and
again amoung our acggquaintances we
have seen illustrations of the sovercign

workers.

grace 'of God whieh clearly indicated
that, when the Holy Spirit is o factor
in the case, we can never predict what
the results may be. Thercefore it well
becomes us all to seek the Divine Dbless-
ing of power by prayer, by reflection
on the truth conneeted with it, by
entire conseeration to the service of God
in helping men.

1 have mentioned skill in adapting the
truth, as an important qualification of
the preacher in a complex age like the
present, I can only hint at one or two
directions in which there is scope for
the application of this.

'This age seems to demand

SPECIAL FRESHNESS AND VARIETY IN

PoLrir TEACHING.
From the topics of those who advertise
them Dbeforchand, we learn the effort
which is made to comply with this de-
sire. While a very large pumber of
these topics are chaste, uppropriate,
and timely, there seems to be scarcely
2 cerime, or an execution, or a social
scandal, or a prize fight which is not
used by some sensation monger to
pander to a vulgar taste and to swell
his reputation and his church revenuc
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at the same time, While we have no
doubt ‘that the very mention of gome
of these things in the pulpit Is & degra-
dation of its mission there is a possi-
bility of using the events about which
our hearers are thinking in the way of
illustration, so as to find a readier
point of contaet with their thoughts
and lodge a higher truth in their minds.
The temperance movement, the conflict
between labour and capital, socialism,
gambling, dishunest methods in busi-
ness and all forms of Sabbath-breaking
are allowed by the most conscrvative,
to be well within the sphere of occa-
sional pulpit weatment, But these
musi not form the staple of our preach-
ing by any nicans, nor is it wise to
allow any outside organization to
dictate to us how often we shall treat
them. Aund when we do discuss them,
it must be clear that the moral and
spivitual reconstruction of men Is the
end sought through them.

But the best method of securing both
freshness and variety is to follow closely
the language and the arrangement of
Seripture, There we have the freshness
of nature, the exhaustless variety of the
Divine mind. In the discovrses of Alex-
ander Maclaren of Manchester, we have
beautiful examples of the foreible and
profitahle allowing every
phrase, mood ad tense to deliver its

results of

message in (he speech of to-day.

As another adaptation of our mes-
sage 10 e spirit of our time it seems to
me that we need more than ever to pre-
sent the bright aud joyous side of the
trath ¥ suggestion
that this is & sad

this
somewhat

venture

and pensive age. 1t doubt
this, consider how chila-
ren are pushed from stage to stngé of
study far beyound their years; how the
hours once appointed for play arve filled
with musie, painting, or calisthenics;
and how carly on this continent they
are little old men and old women.
Even the University student has won-
derfully changed since 1 first knew him,
No longer does he tear along the street

you
our

like a hind lect loose leaving arow of
battered doors, and a group of breath-
less policemen far behind him. He now
walks quictly along with a comrade
gravely discussing the Unknowable,
The business man tries to do in twenty-
five years amid special difficulties what
it took our fathers fifty years in easier
circumstances to accomplish, He risks
much in single ventures, and he has
to study far reaching complications.
Consequently he many
cares. He needs no lugubrious preacher
to tell him that this world is a wilder-
uess of woe and to send him from Divine
We have

is & man of

service sadder than he came,
all listened to preaching which seemed
to rattle a mouldering skeleton in men's
faces and to make the Divine govern-
ment of earth a reign of terror. But
the very purpose of the gospel is to
fling the brigiiv bow of God’s consoling
promises on the dark cloud of human
gricf and care. ‘¢ Comfort ye, comfort
ye my people saith your God. Speak
to the heart of Jerusalem.” No weak
sentimentalism which emasculates the
gospel will really comfort the sin sick
heart. The conscience will instinetively
repudiate a forgiveness which is not

hi?
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founded on righteousness, Without in
the-least minimizing or concealing the
sterner truths which need to be told,
I have felt more and more the inspira-
tion and the blessing of preaching the
glad tidings of great joy which have
been given us for all people; the possi-
bility of absofute certainty regarding
our standing in Christ; the tender
affeetionate interest of the Living God
in every individual man; the infinite
wisdom ‘of his procedure with us in the
ordinary course of his providence ; and
the unquestionable peace, glory, and
power of service, in which, if we are
good and obedient, His training shall
ultimately end. We need to carry with
us something of the brightness of our
Lord’s ministry and his absolute free.
dowm from despondency ¢ oncerning man’s
condition, dark as He knew it to be.
Thix to spread before the weary and
areworn, a vrefreshment sadly needed
and sometimes deeply desired.

From every review, hewever brief and
nragmentary. of the preacher’s duties,
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difficulties and respousibilities, we turn
with the question of Paul, * Who is
sufficient for these things ?” But when
this cry is wrung from the soul, it is
the sign of being lifted into fellowship
with the sufferings of the Son of God;
and there is revealed to him privileges
of ministering peace anldl consolation
which an angel might envy, and whose
¢rown no man can take away.

11 is my earnest hope and prayer, as
it shall be my steady effort, that this
cehair may be owned and bdlessed of God
in helping to mould a ministry of wis-
dom and power, to carry the banner
of Christ’s Crown and Covenant into
many a distant clime; and to permeate
this land with the spirit of holiness andl
true devotion to God and to the highest
interests of man.

If this be granted to us in any con-
siderable measure, the generous foundey
of the chair and the humble occupant
thercof, shall rejoice together when the
shadows have passed away.




DR. BARCLAY'S ADDRESS,

In discharging the duty entrusted to
me to-night, which I esteem as an honor
assigned to me by the Presbytery, 1
will endeavor to be very brief. Your
career as a student and your subsequent
carcer in the ministry are the grounds
of your appointment to the chair to
which you are being inducted to-night,
and as these are such as to warrant us
in forming high expectations of the re.
sults that are to flow from your ap-
pointment. I do not presume to say
anything to you in the way of admoni-
tion or even advice as to how you are
to discharge your important work. 1
speak simply in the way of expectation.
I need not remind you of the deep res-
ponsibilities and the holy privileges of
your new position You are to have a
share in the training of students of
theology, a share in the forming of the
character and the moulding of the teach-
ing of men who are to become Christian
forces throughout the land, and hence
also of the hundreds and thousands who
will come under their direct personal
influence, It is a solemn thought,
awakening I am sure in your mind,
nmingled feclings of holy awe and sacred
joy. We look to you through God to
¢quip them for their future service—
to help to furnish them to cvery good
word and work., The religious situa-
tion of the day in which you are called
tec your work, like that of cvery day,
has its own peeculiarities—its own
fpeciul
and maintanee of the faith is no easy,

difficultics—the _procliumation

simple thing to be learnt out of text-
books and formulated into systems—
the faith has been challenged—the forms
in which we have held it have been
assailed—some of them swept away. It
has been attacked from many sides, and
inmany ways. Its truth and its power
are being tested Dy new social needs -
by mew developements of culture and
civilization—by new  discoveries of
seienee and new methods of thought
—by cries that it has not hitherto heard
—and claims which it has not hitherto
had to meet. So fierce has been the
onslaught and so severe the trial that
men are found who speak of religion
as undergoing a process of decay—who
say that the revelations of science and
discoveries of scholars in  different
hranches of study have made the basis
of our faith utterly insecure and un-
renable; this at least, we must admit
it is an age of arrested belief, dangerous
to all, fatal to many. Tt is in this
sitnation that you are cilled upon to
teach the young men who are to be
upholders of the faith and promoters
of it. T need not teil you--what study
—what care—what prayer—what wis-
dom from above are needed for this
work. The young men who come to
this college to study in other classes
and in_yours will look for guidance,
for instruction as to what attitude they
are to take towards the forces and the
questions of the day. The theological
student oi to-day knows, as those who
went hefore him did not, what a wide,

ey, o,
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vastly comprehensive subject is the
theme of his teaching. He Is to teaeh
theology and religion., the
the fabrie, the doctrine and the life,
and there is not a field of nature ov
of mind, whence he has not to draw
material for his lessons.  His main duty
is 10 make God known, and for revel
ations of God he must go to his Bible
--to the material Creation—to the pages
of history—to old philosophies and
XHe must travel in
the

basis aud

ancient creeds.
thought and inquiry throughout
whole length and Dbreadth
life.
most marked developement of our day

of human
The most prominent feature, the

is the growth of material seicnee, the
attitude it asswines and the claims it

The student of theology—the
minister of the

asserts,
fature church—wants
to know what he is to do here—how h.
We
are bound to recognize that we staud

is to regard it—how to meet it?

in a somewhat new relation to it—not
however in any relation of antagonisin,
To suppose this or assert this wouid
only create insuperable difficulties and
abolish all possibility of solution alike
of creation and of life. There ean be no
real—however much apparent—aniagon-
ism between secience and revels ion:
they are both voices of God: both re-
velations of God. Nothing has yet been
discovered—nothing can be discovered—
to make us abandon our betiel—to hand
ourselves over to matural science, take
its one category of matter ¥and its one
invariable force as the explanation of
the Universe, with its one kind of know-
ledge  that solves no question that
weighs the health of man, answers no
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question he much cares to ask, throws
not one glimmer of light on his ori_g'i‘n
his nature, his destiny.,” We uacecept
thunkfully what it has to tell us of
the material aniverse, but we cannot
regard its teachmgs as adequate to
fathom or explain the higher world of
mind and spirit, will and consecience.
There are other and higher forees than
those lodged in matter; there are other
truths and those the highest that come
to us through other avenues than those
of induction from material facts and
foreces. '

The student of theology will want
to know what attitude he is to adopt,
towards what has assumed to itself the
name of the higher eriticism in regard
1o such questions as Revelation, In-
spiration, He will
need to be taught; for this age much

Interpretation,.

needs to be taught to distinguish be-
tween revelations from God and revela-
tious of God, Revelations from God are
unchangeable, but revelations of God
chiange and keep changing from less to
more, from darker to clearer ; the teach-
ing~ of which are gradually evolved
in the history of the world, a light
that wanrms and brightens as the ages
roll. Science can add nothing to and
take nothing from the revelations from
God, but it may throw and nas thrown
new light on the revelation of God, it
has itself given us new revelations of
God.

And so with inspiration. Here there
Are many questions to ask as there even
have been many questiorns asked. Were
the books of the Bible inspired or were
ihe men who wrote them and the men



who gathered them into one. lLs the in-
spiration verbal, dynamic, plenary ? And
80 with interpretation. In what spirit
apd with how much liberty may we
interpret words written by men in
other ages und of other habits of
thought and speech, How shall we
interpret so as to keep the Bible a

living book vital with the warmth and’

in touch with all the needs of humanity.
How shall we interpret so as tc catceh
the spirit of the men who wrote and be
apprehended by the same spirit that
inspired them. How shall we interpret
80 as mot to lose or hinder the con-
tinually unfolding of God,
and keep the Bible an ever-opening book,
throwing iresh light from day to day
on the will of God and the life of man.
These are fields of thought and enguiry
into which the student of theology of
our day must go, and it is from you
and your fellow professors he must
learn in what spirit he should go. May
I venture to say, that if his own faith

revelation

is ever to be real and strong, and his
own teaching convincing and converting
it must be in a spirit of fearless ac-
ceptance of truth on the one hand and
fearless proclamation of truth on the
other. He must be ready to read as
God writes, whether the writing be in
the hook of nature, or in the book of
history, or the book of revelation. He
must have an open cye, an open earv,
an unbiased mind; above all an obed.
ient will; for we have one revelation
from God tbrough Christ which stands
infallible-—~that he ihat doeth the will
of God shall know the doctrine. He
must be humble and submissive to God’s
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will aud hold himself ever ready to
receive all of His truth which is to be
found by single-hearted search after it,
What
high knowledge was ever won without
toil and pain, not bampered by seruples,
not hindred by prejudices, not trameled
by traditions, nor authorities nor pub-
lie, even religiousy public opinion. We
must not give up, and we can allow
no one to muzzle our rights as students,
our rights to think

not discouraged by difficulties.

and reason and
inquire, 7The worst of all faithlessness
is to shirk truth and be afraid of faets.
And as he is fearless in the aceeptance of
truth, so must he be fearless in the
utterance of it; but careful as well
as fearless, he cannot be too solemnly
warned not to do his speculating in
the pulpit. The =tudy is the place for
that, the pulpit is the place for the
utterance of matured convictions, and
for positive rather than negative teach-
ing, for confirming, not for unscttling
faith, It is no duty of a minister, on
the contrary, it is a heinous wrong to
destroy old foundations, to sap faith.
to weaken motives, especially when he
has nothing betier, perhaps nothing at
all to substitute for what he is trying
to take away. .And if there be questions
on which he has not been able to reach
conviction, Iet him wait in silence for
jurther light; without touching on
those he has plenty to preach about.
He is safe with 1he ** Thus Saiths *° of
the law, and tle verilys of
Christ. There can be no doubt or diffi-
culty about the weightier matters of
the law, Justice and purity and kind-

ness and forbearance and forgiveness and

verily,



.

DR,

charity, the seecking after whatsoever
things are pure and true and just and
lovely. Abovce all and best of all he
can preach a personal Christ and love
and loyalty to Him; and after all it
was on this, mainly, that Christ planted
His Kingdom ; in this better than in
any other way will men find thejr way
to God and good. The stronger power,
love, is the only power that can drive
out the lower loves. It was Christ him-
self, not any doetrine, not any system,
that captivated men with a divine
charm, that revcaled to them God’s own
love, Ideas, however high, thoughts,
hewever pure, precepts, however wise,
systems, however perfect, cannot save,
but Divine love breathing through «a
human soul, speaking through human
lips, manifesting itself in a human life
saved before and can save again, God's

love manifest in the {lesh, uniolding His -

Divine beauty in word and deed, it was
that that won and that will win men’s
hearts, From the time that Christ
appeared till now, it is around His
person that faith bas clung, it was
personal then, it is personal still, loving
Him who loved us and gave himself for
us, Not: to believe this system Or aceept
that doctrine, is the calling of Christ,
but believe me, accept me, the rest will
follow. Love follows faith, and the
whole nature follows And i
suceess 15 ever to attend his ministry.
if his ministry is to be a livag power
and mot o mechanical system, you
know well and you will never forget

love:
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it in your teaching that the student of
theology must learn not only to know
Christ, and to preach Christ but Lo live
Christ.  No amount of knowledge of
the doctrine of the church and ability to
expound them, will win souls for Christ
unless Christ’s truth and Carist’s life
be manifested in the preacher’s char.
acter and shine in the preacher’s con-
duct., Only thus can we kuow and only
thus can we impart the doetrine of Him
who is the Truth of God. Renewed and
inspired personality is the most power-
ful fnstrument for advancing Christ's
Kingdom, and it was the instrument
to “vhich our Saviour Himself specially
assigned the work, personal chavacter,
personal influence, character moulded
after Christ’s influence, breathing Christ’s
Spirit, (hese, not systems, not churches,
not associntions are going to purify
society, and save the world. * The
Curistlike soul is power of God with
man,” Godis to be seen through Christ
and Christ is to be seen in all that is
best and worthiest in his disciples; and
unless 2 man has learned to know some-
thing of God Himself, his personal near-
ness and Christlikeness, how can he
preach ? But & heart made bright by
the hope of Christ shines everywhere
upon life, ¥From his own lived by the
faith of the Son of God, and breathing
the love
teaching

of Christ, will the preacher’s
draw its vichest inspiration
and receive its noblest impulse and ac-
complish its most successiul work.
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PRINCIPAL MacVICAR'S CLOSING REMARKS.

In closing the proceedings, Principal
MaceVicar remarked :—

We open this session under circum-
stances fer which I am  profoundly
thankiul. Tt is the twentyiifth session
since I began my work in the College
as its first and sole Professor in the
basement of Ilrskine church. Through
the energy and liberality of our many
friends, things have greatly changed
for thic better since that date, We bhad
then little beyoud our charter and faith
in God and his people to undertake the
founding of the institution. At the
outset, it fell to my lot to teach nearly
cvery branch of the curriculum, and for
twenty-four years I have had three de-
partments in my hands.. Gradually we
were cuabled to make a division of
labour; and to-night the
large-hearted munificence of oue of our
friends, I rejoice in heing privieged to
place two of my departments and one
of Rr. Scrimger's in charge of Professor

through

Ross, We have now four English and
and four Lec-
hundred

whom we are

ou¢ Irench Professor,
We
ninety-nine alumai by
most worthily rvepresented on Foreign

turers. have one and

Mission Fields and in all parts of this
Dominion. We have nearly one hundred
students ; and of our Library, Buildingx
and other equipments it is unnecessary
to speak except to say that we expecet
their continued enlargement. Our
determination is, by the Divine blessing.
to keep abreast of the age in all res-
peets—to be thoroughly progressive in
the best sense of that term;
feel confident that we have in Professor
Ross, whom I most cordially weleome

and 1

as 2 member of our stafi, a gentleman
_who. 3y his christian character and
spirit, his ability and scholarly at-
taioments, will greatly aid us in carry-
ing out this determination and adding
lstre to the fair fame of our institution,



THE PRESBYTERIAN COUNCIL.

BY REV.

The Fifth Council of the Allinnee of
the Reformed Churches holding  the
Presbyterian System, met in Toronto
from the 21st to the 30th Septentbher.
It was in all respecis o suceessiul meei.
ing~—undoubtedly the great ceclesiasti-
cal event of the year on the American
continent. ‘The members, ministers and
elders, came by appointment of their
Churches from all purts of the world,
from Europe. Great Britain, Asia, Africa
North and South America, the Western
Tslands, Australin and New  Zealand,
They represented 91 distinet Presbyter-
ministers,
69.-

inan  organizations. 23.931
2,594 Veentiates, 120,933 clders,
805 4,169
dents, 3,020,765 sabbath school pupils,
4,092,965 communicants and 20,000,000
adherents. We venture to think that
very many are ignorant of the progress
and position of Presbyterianism as thus
set forth by figures whirh are in no
way exaggarated.

deacons theologieal  stu-

The question is sometimes asked,
what is the wuse of
Councils? Do thev accomplish any-
thing (o Justify their exis{ence?
They do, judged by a purely utilitarian
standard they serve mauny worthy pur-
poses, They colleet through
and reliable channels, a vast amount

1hese great

official

PRINCIPAL MacVICAR.

of valuable information, which is pub-
lished in their proceedings regarding the
life,

sorial movements and missionary eiforts

organization, history, religious

of the Reformed Churches, They voice
the opinions of leading wen in these
churches, and often the unmnimous judg-
ment of the entire assembily upon many
of the great questions of the day. They
wive encouragement in the form  of
moral influence and finaneial aid to
weak and struggling churches, Bohemia
may be named as having enjoyed these
benefits.  And surely it is a good thing
that churches in their corporate capa-
as well as
should bear one another’s burdens, and

so fulfil the the law of Christ,

city individaal ULelievers

Each suceessive Conneil has  taken

steps  to  bring about a wise
adjustment of the work of all
Protestant  churclies and  Mission.

ary Societies on Toreixm Mission fields,

s0 as to preveat conflivt and secure
cordial co-operation in carrying outl the
Savior’s great commission to his prople
ta cvangelize the world, Efforis in this
direction require time. paticnee. per-
severancee, and much heavenly wisdom.
but they canvot fail (o be profitable,
Great good musi resull from a caveful

consideralion and comparicon of the
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experiences und methods of those who
are bznttling with paganism. The more
Christians look into these matters the
more deeply will the faet he emphisized
that 1he means provided by them for
the enlightenment of heathen nations,
are utterly inadequate and ont of pro-
portion to the magnitude and import.
ance of the enterprise.

The missionary problem ix only be-
sinning to be seriously considered, and
this Council has shown itseif to be well
fitted to view it in a comprehensive

manner, Practical work of this sort

is sure to develop the unity and catholi-
¢ity of Presbyterianism, und to banish
the tendeney to doubtiul disputations.
It iv something for which to be duvoutly
thankful, that the late Council showed
little or no disposition to indulge in
polemies. Its earnestuness, freedom  of
speech, and yet almost coniplete unani-
mity of thought and feeling were most
gratifying. There was no mistaking
the honest determination of all to «ling
to the Bible as the word of God, aud
to regard the gospel as full of Divine
power to save sinful men,




TENNYSON.

What poet would you soonest take
with you as your companion, if you
were fetting out on a journey? An
Amercian, I suppose, might take Long-
fellow ;
Englishman has

but an Englishman—well, an
such a number to
choosce from that perhaps lhe cannot
casily make a choice, but I think most
Englishmen would choose Tennyson,
and more especinlly at the present time
when we are all mourning the death of
our Dbeloved Laureate.  Others there
are of greater talent in our long list of
poets but none we hold dearer.
Tennyson’s place in our literature is
significant as well as important. He
is essentially o poet of our own times.
and as such hie keeps in touch with the
The ficld
time of

sreatt iass of his fellow men.
of Englisht liferature at the
George IV hits heen compared to a jicld
from which the Jast harvest has been
sathered and which must be broken up
with plough und harrow and cleared of
weeds before it will yicld another erop.
That renovating process was the New
Revolution of 1830 and  the
Revolution of 1848, together with the

IFrench

troublous times that intervened in
England.
the soil for a new and better crop of

This Lreaking up prepared

writers; and, without adopting either
Carlyle’s aristocratic view or the demo-
eratic view of Buckle, we ean casily see
how we are in a large measure indebted
to this renovation Tor the particular
attitude of the writers who come before

us ot that evisis,  Tvanyson, Gladstone,

Charles Darwin, the Brownings, Thiack-
vray and Ditkens were all of nearly the
same age.  Tennyson, like the others.
was largely a product of the times, and
yet o moulder of his times as well. He
was profoundly influenced by the grow.
ing dcmocméy of the age both in church
and iun state. The spirit of democracy

which so influenced him he  ecagerdy
weleomed ; e hailed it with joy; and in
turn lent his own influence to promote
the new philsopohy, yet without doing
Hix
aim was to free them Irom crror and all
that and
to Dring them nearer to the light of

trath, 1o make everything in the con-

damauge 1o either church or state.

was injuriously  dogmatie,

stitution and the church bear frait,
The mewer and better theology had
obtained a great hold on him.  This
is seen in  In Memoriam.” *In Memo-
riam.” one of the three living obituary
poems in Inglish, is the obituary of
philosophy, and in it Tennyson appears
contemporancous poet, a poet
He keeps
“In
nincteenth
This
sason why the poet is so popular. so

as a
of the nineteenth century.
among the things of the present.
“reflects the

Memoriam®
century like a mirror.™ is one
iear aml so dear to the hearts of the
people,  Arthur Henry Hallam, the
nominal subject of the pocm. is Kept in
the back-ground and the poet and the
nincteenth century are set in the fore.
wronnd, Throuzhout the whole canrse
of e poem. we hear very little of

Arthur Heary Hallam, but we can
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easily trace the steps by which the poet
leads up to that new and better theo-
logy which so influenced him. Here we
see God as a practical God, & God who
heals and Dblesses and not one who
damns and curses, Nor is mun so very
bad after all. Man is moving on from
good to better, but on earth can never
reach best. Tt is here that we recognize
in Tennyson the literary son of Words-
worth, but the son outshines the father.
The steps we trace in “ In Memoriam **
are three. ¥Iirst, we see the emphasis
laid on the living friend and the dead
body. In the second place we see the
duality of life emphasized. ‘There arve
brought before us the living {riend and
the living spirit, and the question that
comes to us i5, ** Can they commune
with onc another 2" In the third place
we sec the poet broaden out beyond the
individual, and the cmphasis is laid on
mankind in general. This is the point
in which he approaches Wordsworth,
To him life is simply a variety of sensa.
tions. Man passes on from
better, growing continually. Just at
what stage he is we cannot tell, bat
growth does not stop with
Death does not end all. Perfection can
come Gnly after this mortal change, and
so ‘the poem which begins with a minar
note of despair ends with a note of hope
and triumph.

gooid 1o

death,

Tennyson's first period was one ap.
parently calm and poncéiul and serene,
Men thought him a dilettant.,  Com.
pared with the poctry of those who
oreceded him. the poetry of Tennyson
has Deen likened to o lovely summer
evening when the outlines of the land.

scape are the same as in the day-time,
but the dazzling splendor has been
softened and dulled, and the flowers
with their vigor restored, it them-
selves up and all is refreshing, To this
period belong his portraits of women,
and it was these that first attracted
people. Tennyson was deeply inter-
ested in woman, and his interest con-
tinued to live. We see it beautifully
brought out in ‘ The Princess,” where
he teaches that woman is the helpmeet
and ‘companion of man. These early
portraits of women may be said to form
a sort of picture gallery. Here is the
child-like, {flirting, litile,
** airy, fairy Lilian,” there the beautiful
and chaste Isabel who makes a mo-lel
wife; here is Adeline the thoughtful,
the dreaming, the spiritual, there is the
s ever varying Madeline,” at one time
smiling, it another {rowning, and still
again uncertain whether to smile or
frown. It is said ihat Adecline, Lilian,
kileanore and the May
keepssuke characters.

frolicsome,

Queen  were

Fame came quickly to Tennyson. At
thirty he found himself already famous,
and in 1850, being then forty-one he was
made Laureate by the Queen who thus
justificd the public estimate of his
powers. Helived in the country, chiefly
in the Isle of Wight, amongst his books
and his flowers, free from the annoy-
anees of society.  His life was out.
wiardly so calm that men imagined it
to be nothing but o beautiful dream.
Rut ihough apparently a mere dreamer.
he was more than a dilettant. Uuder
the smooth surface burned the fire of
passion. He {eels too acutely to be at
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peace. We get a sight of his.real fecl-
ings and recognize the voice of the man
in those ‘“ Locksley Hall™
beginning :

* Then her cheek was pale and thinner
than should be for ome as young,”

In “Maud” ‘the passion and the
rapture burst forth
correct poet gi\fcs' himself up to their
sway; he weeps aloud. These, how-
ever, arc the only two occusions on
which he thus gives way to his feelings.
After “Maud?” we have the “ Idyls of
the King ” and there Tennysoa returns
to the calm style, which he never after-
ward abandons. In the “Xdyls of the
King ”” we have the Arthur Story spirit-
ualized, The degree of spirituality im-
parted by Tennyson to the Arthur
Story is much higher than that given
by Map, higher even than that which
Spenser gave it. Arthur represents
Magnificence, the sum of all the virtues.
He is the perfect and blameless king,
the human side of Christ, or more pro-
perly the spiritual conscience; and as
the beginnings of the spiritual sense are
doubtiul, so also is the birth of Arthur;
and just as the spiritual semsc cannot
die, so Arthur does pot die but sails
away.

In 1851 Tennyson married Miss Emily
Sellwood and  almost  immedintely
settled down in the Isle of Wight. He
became n land-holder, a magistrate and
a politician. and exercised a pateraal
authority over his parish and his estate
as well as over kis family. He founded
societies, looked after the schools and
intr(;duccd improvements, all for the
benefit of his tenants and his neighbors.

lines in

again and the

He does what he can to make them
honourable and useful members of
society. In view of all this we cannot
help thinking of the opening of ¢ The
Princess,” -where, in the character of
Sir Walter Vivian, the poct has given
us a pleture of the beneficent landlord,
and we wonder if Sir Walter, though
perhaps having no real existence, may
not have been an ideal that Tennyson
set before him, that he might attain
unio it. However that may be, we are
struck by ‘the similarity that exists
between Sir Walter Vivian and the poet
himself as a landlord.

Tennyson was quite an old man before
the “Idyls of the King” were com-
pleted, the last being that which stands
at the Dbeginning. ‘“ Gareth and
Lynettwe » stands wheve it does because
it represents the spirit of the * Idyls™
in miniature. The date of this picce is
1872. Other poems followed, and he
continued to write at intervals almost
up to the time of his death. With ad-
vancing age, however, his powers failed
and his productions gradually became
less frequent and less vigorous. But he
could look back upon a long and
successiul career, His fame came early
and continued with him, and now, that
he is gomne, let us cherish his memory,
remembering that his course, both as
a poet and as a man, was an hoaour-
able one, und feeling grateful for the
flowers that he has strewn in our way.
Let us also cherish the hope that he
is now enjoying sweet communion with
that friend of his younger days whose
rarly death was the occasion of one of
the cholcest treasures of our literature.
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Tennyson’s place in literature is as-
sured, Among the pocts of his tiine
“lie, too, has won  his laurels as a
‘blameless king’."

The closing scene of the life of this
truly great man, as described by Sirv
Andrew Clarke, was one eminently fitt-
ing wuch a life:=There was no arti-
ficial light in the room, and the chianber
was almost in darkness save where o
broad flood of
through a western window, The moon's

moonlight poured in

rays fell across the bed on which the
dying man lay, bathing him in their
pure pellucid light and forming a Rem-
brandt-like background to the scene. All
was silent save the soughing of the
wind as it gently played
the trees swrrounding the

Autumn
through
house. a fitting requiem for the gentle
poet, who sang of love and the beauties
of mature, Motionless Lord Tennyson
1ay upon his couch, the tide of liie gently
andislowly cbbing out into the ocean of
the infinite.No racks of pain or sorrow
checked its course or caused a ripple
upon the outgoing tide. As peacefully
and gently as he had lived, so he died.
looking until the end into the cyes of
those dear to him. He did not show a
trace of suffering to distress his sorrow-
ing relatives and iriends. Once or
twice during the night he lifted his eyes

Preshyterian College, Montreal.

to the face of the watchers by his bed-
side and a beautiful smile played over
his features. No doubt as to the future
was in ‘his wan face, and as the cnd
came he appeared to fall asleep. So
restiful was he and so ealmly did he res-
pond to the beekoning angel of death

that those who stood Dheside him

searcely knew he had passed away.

This calm exit, a veritable poet’s

cuthanasia, recalls  the 1remarkable

stanzas with whiceh he concluded a new
volume two or three years ago after he
had passed bis 80th birthday.

‘ Sunset and evening star,
And one elear call for me!
And may there be no moaning of the
bar
When I put out to sea.
‘Butl such a tide as, moving, scems
asleep,
Too full for sound or foam,
When that which drew from out the
boundless deep
Turns again home.
*Twilight and evening bell,
And after that the dark!
And may there be no sadness of
farewell
When I embark.
* For tho’ from out our bourne of time
and place
The flood may bear me far,
I hope to see my Pillot face to fiyce
When T have crost the bar.””?

W. M. TOWNSEND,

ool
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SAMSON.

FFrom far and near is gathered
In one assemblage gay,

With boastful pomp and revelry
"To hold high holiday,

Of wealthy, noble, heautiful,
All that Philistia hath

In Ikvon, Ashdod, Ascalon,
In Gaza and in Gath.

After the feast, as they who goad
The lion in his cage,

They bring the man of Israel forth
To gloat upon his rage.

‘ul proud he stood. as Luciter
Upon the Stygian lake,

Or Saturn when his realms were lost:
And to himself he spake.

* Ye bring me forth to make you sport,
From grinding at the mill:

My strength is shorn, my eyes arve out
But yet, ye fear me still.

Ye bring me forth to make you sport
Were I what once 1 was,

Fine sport it were !--But mine the trust,
Jehovan’s is the cause.

Ye bring me forth to make you sport -
Beware the Avenger’s rod.

Lest, while ye sportwith Isracel’s Prinee
Ye sport with Israel’'s God?

* The strong man, from  his

birth,

With love, like chains, ix bound,

But finds the hope and love of earth
As vain as I have found:

But, when his life’s one love is o'er,
He finds some noble deed.

To crown his name for evermore
With glory, virtue’s meed;

striving

And 1, though perishingz, will seek
Vengeance for [=rael's wrong;
1f love hath made the strong man weak,
“I'will make the weak man strong'—

My country, Isracl, could’st thou give
The 1life that’s been awry !—

Ior thee 'tis now too late to live.
jut not ioo late to die.”

[Tix proud tormentors point and nad
And mocek and laugh right well;
And when he prayed, *‘Jehovah God,
Avenge thy Israel,
fet thy strong right
shown.’
They saw his changing mien,
hey saw him clasp the mussive stone,
They saw him forward lean;
And with loud seorn and mirth defied,
And spat upon his brow--
Next instant on their gods they eried:
But where is Dagon now ?
And where are all Philistia’s gods,
Those things of wood and clay ?
Jehovah breaks themn like the clods
And wipes their names away.
IFor, quivering, tottering, far angd wide,
Walls, galleries. columns, iloors,
‘Then crashing down from every side.
The mighty strucune pours

To carth her vain and miscereant hordes,
Her giant bars and stones,

Her shrieking women, cursing lords,
Her idols and her thrones.

And arm  be

He. radiant. with i{rinmphant will,
‘Neath the great fabric fell--
-Jehovah, Thou urt mighty stili!

Avenged. O Israel?

WiLLIAM MACKERACHER.




The Alission Crisis.

MISSIONS NO FAILURE.

The jollowing facts f-om recent Mis-
sionary literature show how abund-
antly successful the Missions of the
Church are, We trust that the perusal
of them may ecneourage and stimulate
those who are earnestly ebgaged in
this work, and forever silence the oft-
repeated, ‘but wholly ungrounded asser-
tion'that modern Missions are a failure.
Canon Farrar in a sermon published
notl long ago, has this remarkable para-
graph :—

For what, in a few words, is the
history of the Christian propoganda?
1t began with one hundred and twenty
poor Galileans, Secretly gathered in an
upper room, and preaching u Messiah
crucified between two robbers. What
does it mean to-day ? 1t means to-day
the faith of some three hundred mil-
lions of all the greatest and the noblest
of the human race. 'That despised faith
conquered the Romans, it conquered
barbarian, it conguered nearly the
whole civilised world of ancient days.
And the total result is that whereas
at the beginning of the fourth century
aiter Christ, probably only one man
out: of every one hundred and fifty in
the human race was a Christian, now
it is probable that were the whole
human race to sweep past us in its long
yet- briel procession between the dark-
ness of the two cternities, nearly onc
in every three would own the Holy

Name by which we uare called. That
is the bright and the encouraging side.
The dark and mysterious side, the
side which proves that it is part of
God’s providence for man to do his
work for man. and that man too com-
monly and too shamefully neglects it,
is that if we number the whole living
mass of the children of men roughly at
thirteen hundred inillions, it is reckoned
that one-eighth of those are still fetish-
worshippers; that one hundred and
sixty millions are Brahminsg; that one
hundred and fifty millions are Moham-
medans ; that five hundred millions are
Buddhists ; that in spite of all the
splendid work which has been done, in
spite of the vast growth of Christianit:\-
in Japan, in Meiauesia, in New Zealand,
in Fiji, in Hindostun, in China in North
and South America--from the bleak
coasts of Hudson’s Bay to the rain-
swept desolation of Tierra del Fuego,
in spite of the fact that this our Victor-
ian era has been the most yplendid era
in the re-awakenment of missionary en-
taprigse since time began, yet {from
the natural growth of population the
mumber of heathen is probably in-
creasing and not decreasing in the
world, If we feel any love for our
hrother man for whom Christ died, if
we attach any value to the ** day-spring
from on high” which has dawned on
us, if there be in our heart the faintest
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pulse of pity for the benighted and the
perishing, are we not bound by every
consideration of duty, by every touch
of compassion, by every impulse of gen-
erosity, tto fulfil the command and final
behest of Himn who died and rose again
for us, to “ go into all the world and
preach the Gospel to every creature 2”

Dr, Pierson, another authority on the
subject, in u Carey centennial sermon
deals with the question as iollows :~-

Have you noticed what missionaries
have done in different localities? T.ook
at what the hundred years has accom-
plished, just a few specimens. Take
the minety-five years of their history
from 1797 to 1892 in the South Secus.
TFourteen yecars without a convert!
Then, two converts in Yahiti, that had
been impressed in the missionary’s
family during the absente of the mis-
sionary fromi desolating wars on the
island, were found praying for the evan-
gelisation of their own countrymen.
Those two converts of 1811 were
leaders of 2 band of 830,000 converts.,
and Western Polynesia is evangelised.
Take the seventy-five years of the
American Baptist Union. Judson went
to Burmah, the sole representative of
the Baptist Union, and Burmah svas
the sole field of labour ; and he laboured
for ten years, and had nothing to show
for all his work. They wrote to him
from America: * Well, Judson, how
about prospects 2 ¢ Prospects! all
right,” said he, * bright as the prom-
ises of God.” And now looking back
over those seventy-five years what do
you find? Taking into account those
firat ten years of compaiative failure,

there has been established a new Bap-
tist Church for every three weeks of
the entire time, day and night. And
there has been a new convert baptised
for every three hours ot the entire time,
day and nighi. My friends, would not
you like to see a little of a similar
failure here in Great Britain? Suppos-
ing we look at the fifty years and what
they have accomplished in various
flelds. Take tbe fifty years in Turkey,
for instanve The result of those fifty
years was twenty-one versions of the
Bible in the Ianguages of living Deople.
And among other great achievements
Charles Wheeler dotted the Buphrates
with actuaily sell-supporting churches;
and how many people do you think it
took 1o conmstitute «n self-supporting
Church ? Ten. Can you show any-
thing like that in Great Britain ? These
ten disciples said,
one-tenth of our income, and we will

“We will all give

call 2 pastor to serve us who is willing
to live on a level with us, and he will
have the ten-tenths with one-tenth to
zive away like the rest of us.” So they
had self-supporting Churches of only ten
members. Then we have Dr. Barnum
who told me that ia fourteen years they
had established fourteen preaching sta-
tions and raised up a native ministry,
and the entire cost of the fourteen years
scarcely eqnalled the cost of the Church
that I preached in in Detroit for fiiteen
years. That was worth about £40.000.
su that you know what the field cost.
Then supposing you 0ok at jifty years
among the Karens. In 1828 the first
IKaren convert was baptized, In 187S
the Jubilee, kept Ly the ercetion of the
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Memorlal Hall with s Temple, audi-
ence-room, and its varjous rooms open-
iug out for teaching and digpensary
purposes - sixty  thousand.  Karens,
cithier living by Jesus or living to lestify
of Jesus, as the fruit of those fifty
yoears,  Sir Charles Bernard says to-day
there are 200,000 Karens in the Cheist
fan community, and tive hundred self-
supporting Churches,  ‘Iake the (ifty
years in China between 1842 and 18492,
A little band of a few converts in 1842
when missionary labours renlly began,
and in 1892 nearly ity thousand cou-
verts in China, and the ratio of inerease
during the twenty-five years starting
in 1863 was cighteenfold-- mark it!
1,800 per cent, Take the fifty years in
IMiji, from 1833 to 1883. When one of
our missionaries went to the 17ijt Islaads
he sadd his fivst daty was to bury the
skulls, finger-bones and thigh-bones, of
cighty different people who had been
siaerificed at one feast. He lived o see
the very people who had taken part
in that atrocity gather about the
Lord's table celebrating His death. In
18K there were 13,000 Chureh mem-
bers in the Tiji Group alone, and out of
a population of 110,000, 104,000 were
wbitual attendants at places of wor-
~ship., Suppose we nok o little mrther,
Look at the twenty-four years of Dr.
Geddes.dn Aneityam, from 1848 to 1872,
It is recorded on a tablet in the
Memarial Chapel there:  When he
landed here in 1848 there were no
Christinns ;. when be left in 1872 there

were no heathens,”™  Take the twenty-
o years of Jolm Williams, from .181‘?

1o 1839, when he fell as a martyr at

COLLEGE JOURNAL,

Lrromanagn,  ear him when he wrole,
in 1834, five yeuars before his doath,
that the Gegpel had been carrvied to o
qudius of two thousand miles in every
direetion frowm the Island of Tahiti, and
not only had every constderable smroup
of islands been evangelized, but every
coustderable igland in the group had
turned from thelr idols and brought
them to {he misstonarvies, while the
balustrades of his pulpit were compos.
ed of the spears that had been ased in
their former warfare, and the  greal
war-gongs were used as wooden raft
ers 1o sustain the roofs of the houses,
Come still further down--! have been
diminishing the time that you might
see what great things God has  done,
Take fourteen years amoung the Telegus,
from 1878 to 1892, and I reverently
say, there was nothing in the avginal
Pentecost to compare with what four
teen years has seen among the Telegus,
In one day in 1878 there were 2,222
baptized,  Insiy weeks there were 5,000
baptized, and in ten months, 10,000,
and in the last  current yemr 10,000
more,  The largest Churel on carth to-
day is not the Metropolitan Tabernacle
in London: it is the humble Chureh in
ongo amongst the Telegus, for that
has between 30,000 and 10000 mem-
bers; and yet missions are @ failure!
Go and read the story of those seven
vears with William Johnson in Sierra
lLeone, and of the thirty-seven tribes
of slaves rescued from slavery in that
colony. See him }:lboum}g. there to
preach the Gospel “mong these people
that had no facility as they conversed
with vach otheir, unless it was a little

.
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bastord English ; living in promiscuous
concubinage ; warring on each other;
committing every erime; having no re-
spectable trade. He died In seven years,
and left a model state, with no remuoins
of heathen origin, with e¢very trade and
respectable calling represented; fust as
Willilam Duncan, among the North
Amerjcan Indians, established his model
state, and one of your most accomplish
ed statesmen, i Governor General of
Canada, the muaster of cight different
languages, went over there and said he

could not find ony terms in any
language he knew to describe the
greatness and glory of the Gospel
among that people. My friends, you
cun come down to closer quariers even
than these. We can lind within one
single yeor in the history of missions,
trifumphs to trunscend the triumphs of
the Day of Pentecost and the days
immediately gucceeding, Oh for o be-
lieving Church! Oh for o Church that
knows the facts, and is ingpired by the
knowledge of them?




HOW TO ENCOURAGE A STUDENT IN THE
MISSION FIELD.

There arc different ways in which to
do this.

(1) On his arrival at the station be
sure that there is no one to meet him.
Then he will have to look out for him-
self, and thus a quality much needed
in the work will be developed.

(2) On the tirst Sanday do not fail
to shew by your conduct and general
attitude thal you ave there to see how
the young man does.

If you are at all given to indulging
in a nap during service, it would be in
place to do so on this occasion. The
young student will thus be made to put
forth greater efforts to arouse his
sleepy hearers.

(3) There are two questions which
vou must noi. on any aceount forget 1o
ask your siadent, and these are, (a) how
lcng he has been in College, and tb).
how much expericnce ke bas bad in the
work.

1f it so happen that this is his first
mission field it will be your duty to
force upon his mind the fact that he has
taken upon himself a great and solemn
responsibility.

It would be wel to enlarge on the
vanity and weakness of youth, and to
exort. him to make sure that he is
‘“called ” to the work.

(4) Another way in which to encour-
age students in the mission field is to
frequently remind them what excellent
men their predecessors were.

If your present student is a young

man, and his predecessor wias somewhat
older, then it would be expedient for
you to speak of the sobriety, gravity,
and stability which characterise older
If the student
is rather advanced in years, you ought

students, and vice versa,

not to forget to praise the young man
who was in the field the year before
him.

The young ladies also should cxpress
themselves as being delighted with him.
** He was just lovely " they ought to
say.

(5) If your preacher is very young
and you are beginning to be afraid that
he  may think more highly of himself
than he ought to think » one way in
which to stimulate bis ardor 1s to have
on hand a few seleet stories about
** boy-preachers.” He will thus realise
what an atrocious erime it is to be a
Young man.

) (6) When the student visits you bhe
that
you have a great deal of work on hand
at present. The effeet of this will be
that the visit of your missionary will
be shortened. and he will go away feel

siure to impress on him the faet

ing that he has made a poor impression.
and that in order to be successful he
must work more diligently in the future
than he has done in the past.

(7) Remember to attend chureh only
when the weather is fine. Your student
will thus become ““ instant in season and
out of seuson.” Besides, he will learn
in this way not to despise numbers, and

]
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to Dbe thankriul for the day of small
things.

(8) When the student is leaving in
the fall, see to it that he is behind in
his salary.

He will thus be made to question him-
self as to his motives for going into the
ministry. Morcover, he will learn not

to allow the *“ {ilthy lucre  to have any
place in his thoughts, and to count the
giving up of all things as nothing com-
pared with the great joy he derives
from the good work.
Many other ways of
students might be mentiouned, but the
above will suifice for the present.

encouraging

A. C. RERVESs.

SONNET.

Rarely, O varely. bloom the stained
roses
Over the cool banked thickets on the
down;
Beyond the hot., dry, dusty-strected
town
The Dbirds pipe blithely mid sweet-
flowering closes
Merrily Ilows the brook that glooms
and dozes
Around the birchen stems, athro’
whose crown
Carol the wandering breczes, scatter-
ing down

1

Dream-song that sweeter than all
the water known, is,

O Nature, happy are they all,
daughters,

Under the sun and stars, in shine
and showers,
Guthering and giving

others!
And we, O Mother,
their brothers !
Let us be giad with birds and winds
and waters—
Tt us be happy with the happy
flowers !

thy

joy unto all

bless us too,

ROBERT MACDOUGALL.




Partie §rancaise.

JESUS-CHRIST ET LA

O Christ! je ne sws pas de ceux que la pricre
Dans tes temples muets améne i pas trem-
blants ;
Je ne suis pas de ceux qui vont a ton calvaire,
En se frappant le caur, baiser tes pieds san-
glants.

Ainsi chante, au début d’une fiction
lamentable, le potte adoré de la jeu-
nesse. Dans ces vers bien connus et
souvent redits, o l'on sent la douleur
plus encore que la révolte, Alfred de
Musset jette aux échos de son siécle le
cri d'une ame blessée par le doute,
parce qu’elle était rongée par les mau-
Sa doctrine a trouvé
des sectateurs, comme sa conduite des

vaises passions.
imitatcurs. Les affranchis de la loi mo-
rale se sont aussi déclarés libres de la
foi religieuse. Rien d'extraordinaire &
cela. Il ne faut pas plus s’en étonner
que s’en effrayer.
Ailleurs est le péril. Des hommes de
moeeurs austeres et d’un réel savoir tien-
nent un langage analogue. Ia tristesse
méme, qui fait le charme des négations
poétiques, en est souvent absente. (n
dirait qu’ils éprouvent une sorte de joie
triomphante et sereine A rejeter tout ¢lé-
ment divin de la personne et de 'ccuvre
du Christ, heureux quand ils ne vont pas
jusqu’a déclarer le ciel vide et conclure

au néant.

CRITIQUE NEGATIVE.

Le nom auguste de la science, sous
lequel ils s’abritent ou dont ils se parent,
impose le respect et excite Y'attention.
On se demande avec inquiétude si ces
hommes justement honorés n’auraient
pas raison. Qu’opposer en effet 4 la
“science ?”  Serait-ce la foi, la foi aveu-
gle, sans examen, traditionnelle, c’est-a-
dire, peut-étre lillusion qui se refuse &
dtre dissipée, la superstition qui se com-
plait en de puériles pratiques ?

Nousn’enferonsrien. Noussommes
de ceux qui admettent I'harmonie de la
foi et de la science, et qui nient l'anta-
gonisme qu’on prétend instituer entre
elles. Différents sont leurs domaines.
A Tune le monde de la nature et de es-
prit avec leurs lois et leurs forces: a
'autre, le monde de la vie religieuse et
morale avec ses expériences et son épa-
nouissement plus admirables encore.
Autre donc est leur objet, avtre leur
méthode, autres mais non contraires
leurs résultats.

Je voudrais montrer par des faits {rap-
pants et incontestables, que la question
religicuse,—et, en particulier, pour me
tenir dans de justes bornes, la question
de la foi au Christ—se ramdne en der.
mere analyse 3 une question d'exgerience
personnelle, 3 1a portée des plus humbles
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et des moins lettrés. Ce point établi,
il en résultera par voie de conséquence
immédiate, que la vraie science n’en-
fante pas plus la négation de la foi
chrétienne qu'elle ne fait naitre la foi
elle-méme et, qu’en réalité, elle leur reste
completement étrangere.

Au mouvement critique négatif se rat-
tachent trois grandes écoles : Pécole cri-
tique spéculative, Pécole critique histo-
rique et Pécole critique religieuse. Ledoc-
teur Strauss peut servir de représentant
a la premitre, M. Renan d la seconde
et M. Pécaut a la troisitme. Ils ont
tous les trois nettement formulé les prin-
cipes qui les dirigent dans leurs recher-
ches, et qui déterminent ou expliquent
leurs conciusions. Nous remonterons,
pour plus de clarté, des résultats de la
critique négative aux principes qu'elle
pose & son point de départ.

Selon le docteur Strauss, Vhistoire
évangélique n'est qu'une inythologie,
produit du travail incenscient de l'ima-
gination populafre.

Le Christ rentre dans la catégoric des
individus doués de hautes facultés, dont
la vocation est d'élever le développe-
ment de Pesprit a des degrés supérieurs.
11 dépasse tous les autres fondateurs de
religions. ¢x.nais il ne sera possible
g« s'élever au-dessus de lui..... 1l est
wnique et sans ¢gal dans Phistoire du

CRITIQUE NEGATIVE. 45

monde..... En un certain sens, Dieu
s’est manifesté en lui...

Cependant Jésus n’est gw’'un homme,
un rabbin que Pimagination du peuple
revétit des attributs messianiques et mit
Ce que Péglise dit de
lui, c’est & lespece humaine qu'il faut
Pappliquer. «Placées dans un individu,
dans un Dieu-homme, les propriétés et

au rang de Dieu.

les fonctions que I'église attribue au
Christ se contredisent, elles concordent

dans l'idée de Yhumanité. 1’humanité
est le Dieu fait homme.... Elle est
celui qui fait desmiracles.... Eleest

Iimpeccable. ... Elle est celui qui meurt,
ressuscite et monte au ciel....Parla
foi & ce Christ qui s'appelle Phumanité,
I'homwme se justifie devant icu. . Voila
le fond absolu de la christologie. -

M. Renan trouve le docteur Strauss un
peu trop théologien, et tout aussi préoc-
cupé de détruire le dogme que d’autres
le sont de I'établir.  Pour lui il ne veut
¢tre qw'historien. .. . Il se compare & un
oiseau libre, & « un fils de 1air,« tandis
que, a ses yeux, le théologien libéral est
un oiseau & qui Pon a coupé quelques
plumes de Vaile, et le théologien ortho-
doxe, un oiseau en cage. Napres lui
le talent de Vhistorien consiste  faire un
ensemble vrai avec des détails qui ne
sont vrais qu't demi.

De Jésus, M. Renan trace le portrait
le plus étrange «qui se puisse imaginer.
D'un coté, Jésus est Phonneur commun
de cc qui porte un nom d'homme,
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L’histoire entitre est incompréhensible
sans lui. Il posa le point de départ
de la religion future de 'humanité. Il
a fait faire & la religion un pas auquel
nul autre ne peut et probablement ne
pourra jamais étre comparé. La plus
haute conscience de Dieu qui ait existé
au sein de 'humanité est celle de Jésus.
11 dit pour la premitre fois le mot sur
lequel reposera Pédifice de la religion
éternelle, absolue, et si d'autres planttes
ont des habitants doués de raison et de
moralité, leur religion ne peut pas étre
différente de celle que Jésus a proclamde
pris du puits de Jacob.
puissent étre les phénomenes inattendus

Quels que

de lavenir, Jésus ne sera pas dépassé.
Tous les sitcles proclameront qu'entre
les fils des hommes il n'en cst pas de
plus grand «ue lui.

IYun autre coté, Jésus n'était quun
homme. 1Youé d’un génie extraordinaire,
mdédiocrement instruit, d’'une beauté ra-
vissante, il commenga par précher de
ddlicieuses pastorales sur les hords du
lac de Génézareth, puis, on ne sait
comment, il s crut le Messic.  En pré-
sence de lopposition croissante de la
hicrarchie juive, il s'exalta, il safitrma
avec mauvais golt, il essaya de relever
son crédit par des miracles simulés, l.e
charmant berger devint un géantsombre,
Le début de sa carrivre fut une idylie, et
la fin une tragédie.  Limpression que
fitsapersonne sur un monde de fenvines,

d’enfants, de tétes ardentes ou égardes,n
se changea en adoration, d’autant plus
qu'on s'imagina l'avoir revu aprés sa
mort.

N

M. Pécaut passe 4 bon droit pour
I'un des meilleurs, des plus sérieux, des
plus scrupuleux représentants de la cri-
tique religieuse.  Sa pensde sur la per-
sonne et le role de Jésus, il 1a résume
dans les lignes suivantes: » Jésus res-
tera de plein droit, non P'unique, mais
le grand instituteur de notre race. Ja-
mais personne ne pourra prétendre i
Phomneur d’avoir aimé ses fréeres et le
Pire cileste plus qu'il ne I'a fait Le
théisme et la vie théiste garderont son
nom. Quoique pécheur, il ne sera ja-
mais inutile & la vie spirituelle, parce
qu’il fait partic de la tradition la plus
haute. Il est utile comme Socrate,
mais d’une maniere plus élevée. 11 ne
cessera jamais d'étre pour les hommes le
mddiateur, non pas unique et absoly,
mais ¢minent entre tous, de la vie divine.
« &l n'est pas mon Dieuy, s'erie enfin
M. Pécaut, il est mon Maitre par le dou-
ble droit de T'enseignement et dec la-
mour : je confesse d’¢tre, non sonadora-
teur, mais son disciple.»

Les diverses dcoles négatives abou-
tissent donc & la méme conclusion @ J¢é-
sus de Nazareth, quelque grand qu'’il
soit, n'est qu'un homme pécheur comme
nous : il faut I'honorer comme Maitre,

mais non Padorer comme Dieu.
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Comment expliquer ce résultat ?

Strauss a soin de nous l'apprendre en
ce qui le touche. « Le miracle, dit-l,
est impossible. 11 n'y a pas de senti-
ment nettement historique tant que 'on
ne comprend pas Yindissolubilit¢ de la
chaine des causes finies, et impossibi-
lité des miracles....n I ne faut pas
croire qu’un homme ait senti, pensé, ag,
autrement que ne font les hommcs, ou
autrement qu'il ne fait lui-méme d’ordi-
naire.

M. Renan part lui aussi de la néga-
tion du miracle. Il neditpas: Le miracle
est impossible ; mais : Il n’ya pas eu jus
qu'ici de miracle coostaté. Pour qu'un
miracle fiit constaté, il faudrait qu'il
s'opérat devant unc commission scien-
tifique, et dans les conditions ddétermi-
nées par elle.... »Jusqud nouvel
ordre, nous maintiendrons ce prin-
cipe de critique historique, qu'un récit
surnaturel ne peut ¢tre admis commce
tel, quil implique toujours crédulité
ou imposture. »  Appliquant ce prin-
cipe a la vic de Jdésus, il ajoute,
« Le fait qu’il s’agit de raconter a dté
conforme a la ndcessité des choses,
naturel, harmonieux.

M. Pdcaut part dgalement de la né-
gation du miracle. 1l en admet 12 pos-
sibilité, mais non la réalité. A vous de
prouver, dit-il, si vous le pouvez, le té-
moignhage irrécusable de faits surnaturels,
A aous de supposer le naturel jusqua

preuve du contraire.  Jésus a accompli
des actes extraordinaires «ui ont paru
surnaturels.... Quant iy voir des
miracles, nous n’y saurions souscrire.
Ce principe, appliqué & la personne de
Jésus, le porte it dire: +Ce qui me sur-
prend, c'est qu'on ait &t quelque degré le
sentiment du réel et de histoire, et que
I'on persiste a voir dans le prophete ga-
liléen P'incarnation du Dieu infini. ...«

Notons ces aveux. Ils nous font sai-
sir les procédds, dits scientifiques, de la
critique ndégative. On pose au point
de départ des recherches historiques
cette proposition: «Jésus n’est et ne peut
¢tre qu'un homme,« et il se trouve au
point d’arrivée que Jésus est un homme,
qu'il nest point le fils de Dieun.—Clest
la vicille méthode des alchimistes 3 la
recherche de la pierre philosophale ; ils
découvraient toujours au fond de leur
creuset, apres de laboneuses expériences,
ce qu'ils y avaient mis au début de Popé-
ration.

111

I.a négation préalable du miracle ex-
plique donc parfaitement les résultats de
la critique négative sur la personne de
Jésus. L’appareil le plus imposant de
P’drudition la plus lourde ne saurait nous
donner le change li-dessus. Les naifs
sculs s’y trompent, les savants ne l'igno-
rent pas ct ils en conviennent. Mais
celte explication en provoque une nou-
velle.  Pourquoi la critique ndégative
repousse-t-elle le miracle ?
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Le docteur Strauss avoue sans hésiter
que sa philosophie 'exige. Disciple de Hé-
gel, au moment ol parait sa Vie de Jesus
(en 1835 et 1836), il professe le panthé-
isme. Plus tard dans ses Confessions, il
se déclare franchement matérialiste. Il
nie donc lexistence d’un Dieu per-
sonnel, c’est-d-dire doué comme nous,
mais & un degré infini, damour, d’intel-
ligence, de volonté libre. Or, sans un
Dieu personnel et vivant, il est dérisoire
de parler d'intervention divine, de mira-
cle.

M. Renan, :l est vrai, se défend de
rejeter le miracle au nom de telle ou
telle philosophie.
torien. Mais c’est chose certaine, qu'au
milieu des contradictions souvent vou-

11 ne veut étre qu’his-

lues de sa pensée, i1 professe toujours le
panthéisme, une sorte de panthéisme
sentimental. 11 ne craint pas de dire
que Dieu (qu'on nous pardonne de ré-
péter ce blaspheme !) ¢st wun bon vieux
mot un peu lourd peut-étre, qui ne dé-
signe que la catégorie de Fidéal, l'ima.
ginaire, selon lui.—Et alors, comment
interviendrait-il ? Comment y aurait-il
des miracles? La philosophie de 3.
Renan impiique la négation du surna-
turel.

Quant 2 M. Pécaut, il est théiste
convaincu. Il croit au Dieu personnel
et vivant, et accepte en théorie la pos-
sibilité du surnaturel particulier. Sl
n'admet pas « I'intervention de I'absolu
au sein d’'un monde relatif,n c'est, dit-il,

qu’il n’en a pas la preuve.—Parlons plus
exactement et allons au fond des choses :
il en rejette la preuve, parce qu'il nen
voit pas Putilité. La misere de Phomme
ne lui parait pas de nature a exiger un
» Réparateur,» comme le dit Pascal.
Le péché n'a rien d'assez graved ses
yeux pour nécessiter une Rédemption.
1] n’est donc nullement besoin d’un mé-
diateur unique et absolu entre Dieu et
’nomme. La plusimportante des idées
que son livre ait mises en relief c'est, dit-
il, vI'incompatibilité flagrante qui existe
entre les conditions essentielles de la vie
religieuse et morale, et Poffice d'un média-
teur absolu entre 'homme et Dieu.n
Tout cela est fort clair, et il est facile
de retrouver le chemin qu’a parcouru
Pesprit de ce critique. Si la médiation de
Jésus-Christ n'est pas nécessaire, si elle
est plutét nuisible, comment Dieu Iau-
Etsielle n'est pas voulue
de Dieu, comment les livres sacrés qui
lattestent seraient-ils historiques? Et
si ces livres ne sont pas historiques, com-
ment établir la réalité des miracles
évangéliques? Malgré qu'on en ait, en
pareil cas, T'histoire devient l'esclave de

rait-il voulue?

la philosophie, et les faits se plient aux
exigences des principes.

On le voit, pour le docteur.Strauss et
pour M. Renan, la négation du miracle
tient & la négation de la personnalité de
Dieu ; pour M. Pécaut elle résulte de sa
notion des rapports de 'homme avec
Dieu ; pour tous les trois elle provient

i
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" d’une fausse conception de Dieu. De

sorte qu'il nous est permis, apres les dé-
veloppements qui précedent, d'affirmer
la proposition suivante : L’idée qu'on
se fait de Jésus dépend de I'idée quon
se fait de Dieu, puisque l'idée qu’on se
fait de Dieu entraine l'admission ou le
rejet des preuves historiques du surna-
turel.
Iv.

Nous avons montré, par des exemples
remarquables et incontestables, que les
résultats de la critique négative sur la
personne de Jésus découlent de la néga-
tion du miracle, et que la négation du
miracle tient 2 une fausse notion de
Dieu. Il nous reste un autre principe a
mettre en lumitre: D'od vient 3 son tour
cette fausse notion de Dieu?

N’accusons nos contradicteurs n_
d'ignorance, ni de pecversité, ni d’or}
La justice, comme la charité
Mais, ces réserves

gueil....
nous le défend.
faites, n’hésitons pas i signaler la source
cachée de leur erreur. Nous nous con-
vaincrons que la nscience« n'en est
point responsable.

L’idée que nous nous faisons de Dieu
résulte habituellement de notre com-
munion avec Dieu. Icila science nait
de l'expérience, I'idée sort de la vie.
Les splendeurs de la « vie cachée avec
Christ en Dieu,n dissipent les nuages
que, semblable au Jupiter de P'antiquité,
la critique négative se plait & assembler

autour de 'ime. Dieu prouve sa per-
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sonnalité et son amour en se donnant au
ceeur qui s'ouvre pour le recevoir.
Jésus-Christ justifie son role dans la vie
chrétienne en le remplissant.

Pour admettre les preuves relatives 2
la divinité de Jésus et 2 la personne de
Dieu, il faut avoir fait,au préalable, une
double expérience : il faut avoir senti la
présence et l'action de Dieu, et il faut
avoir sondé la profondeur de la misere
de 'homme. La premitre expérience
met hors de doute la personnalité de
Dieu, la seconde éveille le besoin d’un
Médiateur absolu.

Cest 4 ce double fait d’expérience
intime et non de science proprement
dite, certain quoique non démontré, que
doit se suspendre tout le travail de la
pensée religieuse. Ce sont les prin-
cipes que la critique positive doit subs-
tituer & ceux de la critique négative.
Que le Dieu de Jésus éclaire votre esprit,
touche votre ceeur, incline votre volonté,
que votre ame ait soif de rédemption, et
Phistoire évangélique, loin de vous re-
pousser, vous attirera. L'intervention
d’un Dieu plein d’amour en faveur de
créatures sujettes 2 la souffrance, 2 Yer-
reur et au péché n'aura rien qui vous
scandalise. Vous accepterez sans hési-
tation les témoignages sincares, éclairds,
unsnimes qui certifient la vérité histo-
rique des Evangiles. Vous sentirez dans
ces documents le souffle de Pinspiration
divine, comme vous reconnaissez dans
les ouvrages littéraires, ou dans les ecu-
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vres d’art P'action du génie de 'homme.
La vie, la mort, Peeuvre du Sauveur et
des Apdtres ne vous paraitront intelli-
gibles que si elles sont marquées d’un
sceau miraculeux la régénération, la
foi, la vie dont vous faites tous les jours
Pexpérience vous expliqueront la foi, la
vie, la puissance morale de VEglise
chrétienne.

Si, au contraire, vous ne trouvez dans
votre Ame aucune trace du Dieu per
sonnel ou du besoin de rédemption,
qu’en résultera-t-il? Il est facile de le
prévoir, et I'histoire nous le montre.

Dans le premier cas, vous nierez la
personnalité de Dieu, vous ne croirez
point aux expériences quon en peut
faire, parce qu'elles vous sont étrangeres,
vous les regarderez comme de pures il,
lusions  Ni Pexistence du monde et de
I'homme, ni Pordre et la sagesse qui
régnent dans la nature en dépit du mal
qu’il y faut aussi constater, ni les lois
qui régissent Pesprit humain et la so-
ciété, ni la claire conscience de notre
personnalité, ni Ja notion du devoir, ni
Pobligation de la loi morale, aucun de
ces faits éclatants qui, par une induction
nécessaire, nous délevent i lidée d’une
volont¢, d'une puissance, d’une intel-
ligence créatrice et ordonnatrice, d'une
activité juste et bonne, quoique souvent
mystérieuse, aucune de ces preuves de
Pexistence d’un Dieu personnel et vi-
vant ne vous frappera.  Vous leur pré-
fererez des hypothises étranges, invérifi-

ables, déraisonnables.  Vous admettrez,
par exemple, que la matiere est éternelle,
comme si elle pouvait avoir en elle-
méme sa cause, comme si sa nature
aussi bien que son origine n’était pas
d’ailleurs un mystérepourlavraiescience.
Vous lui attribuerez & la fois Vinertie et
le mouvement, la passivité et Pactivité,
Iinsensibilité et la sensibilité, la pensée
et Pétendue, comme si des propriétés
opposées pouvaient convenir a une
méme substance. Vous supposerez des
générations spontanées, comme sl y
avait des phénomeénes sans cause adé-
quate, comme si 'on avait jamais vu la
vie sortir de Vinanimé, et le monde in-
organique engendrer le monde orga-
nique. ‘Tout vous paraitra possible, ac-
ceptable, évident plutét que Pexistence
d’un Esprit doué d’intelligence, de sa-
gesse, d'amour, de liberté, d’ol tout
vient, de qui tout reléve, 3 qui seul
appartient la gloire, la majesté, Pindé-
pendance et la force aux siecles des
sitcles.

Et si vous n’éprouvez pas le besoin
d’'un Rédempteur, vous déclarerez sus-
pects ou faux les témoignages les plus
respectables et les plus positifs sur la
nature divine de Jésus. Les preuves les
plus concluantes, celles qui se rapportent
i sa résurrection, par exemple, vous
laisseront indifférents. Des moindres
divergences de 'Evangile vous ferez des
contradictions formelles, loin de cher-
la conciliation,

cher de préférence

';‘
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comme vous le faites quand il s'agit
d’auteurs profanes.  Vous admettrez
que le plus grand génie religieux du
monde, celui que nul mortel ne saurait
dépasser et que vous vous plaisez & ap-
peler votre Maitre, n’a pas toujours été
de bonne foi ou de sens rassis. Vous
n’hésiterez pas a supposer chez ses dis-
ciples lillusion et méme la fraude,
plutdt que de voir en eux des témoins
Quand Saint Paul,

savant rabbin, d’abord ardent persécu-

sinceres et éclairds.

teur puis propagateur infatigable de
PEvangile, vous dira avec tous les Apo-
tres et plus de cing cents freres: «Nous
avons vu le Seigneur ressuscité,u vous
répondrez en souriant : n Cela n’est pas
vrai,n vOuS vOus trompez ou vous nous
trompez, vous qui avez toutsacrifié pour
sutvre Jésus, et dont les écrits alimen-
tent 1a vie religicuse la plus haute que
le monde ait jamais connue ! n L'Eglise
chrétienne, nourrice et institutrice de
tant d'ames qui ont aimé la justice et
cherché la vérité, qui ont hai Finiquité
et flétri la ruse, vous en montrerez Vori-
gine dans Perrcur ou dans le mensonge-
La régénération morale elle-meme, fait
qui se manifeste tous les jours sous nos
yeux, vous paraitra suffisamment ex-
pliquée par une illusion universelle ou
par une imposture séculaire !

Parvenus a ce point, il ne nous reste
plus qu'a mesurer du regard Pabime qui
nous séparc de nos contradicteurs . . ..
et a marcher dans la voie de nos expé-

riences intimes  Aucune discussion ne

saurait aboutir avec eux, puisqu'ils
nient jusqu’aux axiomes métaphysiques
et moraux. Il ne s'agit plus ici de
science plus ou moins vaste, de sujets
plus ou moins obscurs, mais de bon
sens et de sens moral, oy, pour mieux
dire, de sens religicux. Dieu sensible
au ceeur, Jésus la lumitre de Pame et du
monde, ce sont 1a des faits de I'ordre
spirituel que le plus humble chrétien

Que

répondre i ceux qui les nient, parce

peut connaitre en les éprouvant.

qu'ils ne les connaissent point par une
experience personnelle? wTout savant
que vous dtes, vous ressemblez 4 des
aveugles paralysés qui nieraient lexis-
tence du soleil, parce qu'ils ne le voient
ni ne le sentent.

Pourquoi ne voient-ils point et ne
sentent-ils point? Il ne nous appartient
pas de le dire. Notre regard, trop
faible ne peut descendre dans les pro-
fondeurs de l'dme ol s’aiguise le sens
moral, olt se purifie le sens religisux, ou
enfin les croyances se forment et les ex-
périences se réalisent. 11 nous est
toutefois permis d’affirmer—et c’est pour
nous une joie de latfitmer—que qui-
conque fuit le mal et poursuit le bien de
toute sa force, verra s'accomplir en sa
n Si

quelqu’un veut faire la volonté de Dieu,

faveur Ja promesse du Maitre :

il connaitra de ma doctrine si elle est de
Dieu, ou si je parle de moi-méme.n
(fcan 7-17)
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11 nous suffit, pour le présent, d’avoir
mis en lumitre les principes de la cri-
tique négative, les opinions_qui lui ser-
vent de point de départ et de jalons sur
sa route ; il nous suffit d’avoir établi que
la négation du caractere surhumain de
Jésus chez ceux qui se rendent compte
de leur pensée, tient & la négation pré-
alable du miracle, laquelle & son tour
provient d'une fausse conception de
Dieu, et que celle-ci implique Pabsence
d’expériences religieuses aussi certaines
qu’indémontrables. Clest, on le voit,
une généalogie de négations qu'il est
Redou-
tables parce qu'elles paraissent s'appuyer

facile de retrouver et de juger.

sur la science, elles se rametnent toutes
a des faits que les moins instruits peu
vent éprouver et trouver en eux-mémes.
Qu’il est heureux et qu’il est fort celui
qui a de ces faits, par sa propre expéri-
ence, une invincible certitude !

Est-ce 13 notre privilege? Rendons-

en grice 2 l'Auteur de tout bien, mais
gardons-nous de 1'égoiste satisfaction
qui faisait dire & un potte de antiquité :
o Il est doux, quand on est a Pabri du
péril, de contempler le malheureux qui
se débat au sein de la mer orageuse!n
Prions, nous qui croyons a Pefficacité de
la pritre, prions pour ceux qui, sur un
océan de téntbres et de doutes, sont
menacés de naufrage quant a la foi.
secourable.
Que

notre assurance repose sur Pinébranlable

Tendons-leur une main

Soyons forts pour les soutenir.

fondement d’'une communion intime de
tous les jours, de tous les instants avec
le Pere et le Rédempteur du genre hu-
main. [t tous ensemble formons, en le
complétant, le veeu du pieux auteur de
U Dmttation : Fac me unum lecum, Deus,
@terna veritas ¢ Unis-nous & toi, & Dieu,

vérité éternelle, et a Jésus-Christ ton

Fils, le Sauveur du monde !
D. CoussIrart.
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11 est une étoile qui brille

D ’un éclat pur et séduisant,

Cet astre qui toujours scintille

A tous les cceurs pour firmament.

Entraine I'esprit du jeune ige
Au pays des illusions,

Et quand vient 4 gronder I'orage
L'éclaire encor de ses rayons.

Elle projette sa lumiere

Et régne partout sous les cieux.
Dans la misérable chaumicre
Comme sous le toit somptueus.

Quand tout nous quitte sur la terre
Quand la mort prend ceux qu’on aimait,
Cette sublime messagere

Vient veiller & votre chevet.

Surtout aux heures de souffrance

Nous nous tournons vers ce flambeau...
Ah ! jusqu’aux portes du tombeau

Qui n’a pas chéri : ““ VEspérance?”

Réné.

ENTRE NOUS.

QOUVERTURE

Les vacances sont terminées.

I.e cing octobre fut un des jours les
plus mémorables, et des plus joyeux
pour tous les cceurs dans Ienceinte de
notre Alma-Mater. Le drapeau flottant
annongait quelque chose d'extraor
dinaire...... cétait Pouverture du col-
lége Presbytérien.

De toute part, dans ces vastes murs,
nous entendions souhaiter la bienvenue
par une poignée de mains chaleureuse,
un rire égayant aurait pu rajeunir ’hom-
me abattu; une hospitalité courtoise
invitait les anciens condisciples & com-

Les

corridors, silencieux depuis six mois,

mencer une nouvelle activité.

semblaient sourire & la vue de ce nom-
bre considérable d’éwudiants, tous heu-

DU COLLEGE.

reux de leurs vacances, ¢t d’un coura e
sans borne pour reprendre vigourcuse-
ment leurs études.

Ce college de théologic
situd, assis aux pieds du Mont Royal,
d’une hauteur assez considérable, flan-

si  bien

qué de deux tours qQui s’élivent dans
les airs, d’une architecture gothique
modernement coquette : ce vaste baiti-
ment, entouré de tous cOtés de riantes
verdures, attire Pattention du visiteur.
‘T'oute jeune d’existance, cette institu-
tion théologique de I’église presbytérien-
ne, divisée en deux sections franqaise et
anglaise, a acquis, aujourd’hui, par Pémi-
nence de ses professeurs, unc renom-
mée marquante parmi les autres colliges

du méme genre dans notre églisc.  Elle
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N
possede un journal dont la rédaction est
exclusivement sous le contrdle de ses
éleves. Vous savez, lecteurs, qu'une
revue en deux langues est d’une haute
importance ; et quand il s’y ajoute une
grande circulation, elle devient, par
cela méme, plus intéressante.

Notre revue se renouvelle chaque an-
née, parce qu'elle cesse sa circulation
durant les vacances de Uété. Les
abonnés sont toujours plus nombreux,
et si la liste est plus considérable encore
cette année, nous le devrons aux inno-
vations apportées au format et & I'im-
pression du journal. Voyez-vous, lec-
teurs, notre revue a ses goilts, elle veut
marcher avec son sitcle

* R
*

Aux premitres lueurs de la civilisa-
tion, les différentes peuplades barbares
n’étaient point toujours d’avis de mar-
cher avec leurs temps. Aussi leurs mé-
thodes gouvernementales se gardaient
bien de favoriser tout ce qui était de
I1 est

certain que si ces barbares avaent eu

nature 2 développer le progres.

Phonneur de voir quelques mois de notre
XIXmesitcle pour observer l'activité des
peuples civilisés et leurs inventions si
ingénieuses, telles que le phonographe,
le téléphone, la lumitre électrique, le
télégraphe, nos voies ferrées, etc; ces
hommes & forte trempe, au torse rustique
ct sévere, se seraient écriés: cest Je

diable fui a fait tout¢a?.. Aussi, sous

leurs pas, tout demeurait dans une stéri-
lité déplorable.

Pour ces hommes fiers de leur liberté
animale, les jours de fétes que nous
adoptons, tout spécialement, nos fétes
nationales, nos jours de récréation, tels
que nos pique-niques, etc., étaient d’'une
méme longueur et d’'une méme valeur.
Commencer l'année avait une singuli¢re
signification.

Enfin chez d’autres peuples on 5'était
prononcé en faveur de la réforme gré-
gorienne, laquelle faisait dater le nouvel
an le premier janvier. Dans bien des
lieux on le faisait commencer d’apres le
solstice d'été, chez d'autres c'était le
premier de mars, ou encore le jour de
Paques, ou bien le jour de YEpuinoxe,
etc, etc..,.. Jedoisdire qu'en Europe,
la France, de 1792 & 1805 ne s’était pas
conformée A la régle grégorienne. Je
vous le demande, le mois de janvier
est-il meilleur que le mois d’octobre ?

* ¥
*

Notre revue a adopté pour nouvel an
Pouverture des classes, c’est parceque
les étudiants en théologie, en belles-
lettres et en philosophie entrent dans
une nouvelle sphere d’activité,  En effet
apres avoir passé six mois dans la chaire
a prononcer des discours, souvent peu
gofltés, aprds avoir trempé nos levres a
la coupe des difficultés, la vie d’étudian.
est si paisible et si douce, que Pouver-
ture du college est pour chacun de nous
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une espece de nouvel an. Aussi nous le
considérons comme légitime !

E
*

Vous savez plus ou moins ce que
c’est qu'un voyage? Quand on parcourt
une province anglaise, on sattend 2
faire, tout naturellement, peu de con-
Par bonheur
j’ai fait la rencontre, et c’est la seule fois
en pareille circonstance, d’'un de ces

naissances sur les trains.

bons Anglais qu’on aime & voir, homme
cultivé, gentil, affable et courtois. Nous
conversimes sur plusieurs sujets et
avant tout sur la politique actuelle, le
caractere et les différents types europé-
ens; c’était un de ces hommes qui con-
naissent un peu de tout, et il avait fait
de minutieuses observations sur la na-
tion frangaise. Il avait visité la France.

Comme il avait été lui-méme étudiant,
il me raconta les usages de son temps

analogues aux nétres. Il avait étudié a

Edinbourg et rappela devant moi avec
un plaisir visible les naifs amusements
athletiques des universités de la Haute-
Ecosse. Il se souvenait de ce proverbe,
si populaire parmi nous aujourd’hui, que
ses professeurs se plaisaient, sans doute,
A répéter: “Travaillez, travaillez, c’est le
fond qui manque le moins ”... Il n’y
a rien de plus vrai que ce proverbs-13,
mais, pour plusieurs, souvent, trés sou-
vent ce sont les fonds qui manquent le
plus. ‘
J. A. SavieNac.

P.S.—Nous serions trés cbligés au
comité de publication de la société phi-
losophique et littéraire, de notre colltge,
si Pon daignait noys accorder un im-
primeur initié & la langue francaise, cela
éviterait une foule de fautes typogra-
phiques que la rédaction déplore. En
attendant nous prieons nos lecteurs de

bien vouloir les excuser.
JA S
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La plupart des étudiants frangais qui
ont occupé des champs missionnaires
pendant 1été sont de retour au college.
Tous sont revenus avec le sentiment
d'avoir fait quelque chose pour le tri-
omphe de la lumiere sur les ténébres, de
la vérité sur Perrenr, du bien sur le mal.

* %
*

Apres avoir passé un long hiver au
collége Morrin, M. L. Giroux est revenu
pour continuer avec nous ses études
théologiques. M. N. McLaren a suivi
son exemple. Nous les avons regus
tous deux & bras ouverts.

* %
* .

M. A. Massicotte vient de se faire
disciple d’Hippocrate. Nous l'en féli-

citons.
* *x
Nous regrettons d’apprendre que nous
serons privés de laimable compagnie
d’un de nos meilleurs condisciples. M.
J- B. Sincennes passera ’hiver & Port-au-
Persil, pour continuer la bonne ceuvre
qu’il a commencée I'été dernier.
* %
* . .
Ceux de nos lecteurs qui connaissent
M. A. Sauvé, seront heureux d’appren-
dre quil poursuivra cet hiver ses études
en droit au McGill. Succes 2 P'aspirant

au barreau.
* **

MM. Delporte, Genova et Menangon
viendront remplir le vide fait dans nos
rangs par nos gradués du printemps
dernier. Nous ne leur disons pas;
w Courage ! n car du courage ils en ont ;

ils ont déja fait suffisamment leurs

preuves.
2k

B3

M. S. P. Rondeau vient de suivre le
séduisant exemple ue nous ont donné
pendant 'été MM. T. S. St Aubin et
C. Vessot.
du célibat contre les douces joies de
Phymen, il est allé 2 Marlboro, Mass., oly,
aidé de sa chere moitié, il exercera le
saint ministére. Nos félicitations et
nos meilleurs souhaits aux deux jeunes

Apres avoir échangé 'ennui

époux.
* %k
*

M. L. R. Bouchard a fait récemment
une courte visite & sa chere....patrie,
Il a prouvé qu'en quittant le Canada, il
n’a pas oublié la Canadienne. Un bel
exemple a suivre,

Les amis de l'oetve seront heureux
d’apprendre que les protestants frangais
de Belle-Rivitre, aidés de quelques fa-
milles anglaises, viennent de faire & leur
église des réparations qui sont de bon
augure pour I'avenir de leur champ. 1ls
ont maintenant le plaisir d’adorer Dieu
dans l'une des plus belles églises pro-
testantes frangaises de la Province de
Québec.

® %

Nous fé]iciton: le Canada-Revue,
L’Echo des deux Montagnes et La Patric
de la lutte qu’ils scutiennent avec tant
de courage contre oppression cléricale

et ses admirateurs.
M. M.
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STUDENT LIFE.

We extend o cordial weleome to the
“new men,’”
L-', .
) 'i‘hc “Journal > wishes Mr. and Mrs.
St. Aubin mueh happiness.

We all miss the pleasant face and
cheery voice of our old companion, Mr.
Jas, Taylor, B.A., who has gone to the
North West to engage in mission work
there during the winter,

We also miss our genial friend Mr.
W. T. D. Moss, B.A. who, we are sorry
to learn, has been stricken down with
typhoid fever. We hope, however, to
hear soon of his complete recovery.

On our return to college we found
Mre. I AL Brown filling the office of
steward and bedel. This position, for
the last few years, had been occupied

by Mr. G. H. Young.

Mr. G. a native of the
“ Bmerald Isle,” who was with us last

Gilmour,

year, has left us for a season 1o revisit
the “old sod.” If is {hought he ae-
companies Mr, Blake, to settle the Home
Rule We “ hon

voyage.”

question. wish him

Our nmumbers have heen so swelled
by the addition of a large class of fresh-
men that every available place in the
college is occupied by the students and
several men have to find rooms clse-

where in the city.

buring the summer one of our number
took it into his head to visit the * old
country.” Whatever his conduct may
have been while there, it is quite evi-
dent that, when crossing * the briny.”
he offended Old TFather Nep who, to
punisl him, deprived him of about forty-
four meals. Then, too, at Grosse Isle
he was stopped until it was ascertained
whether he was fit or nol to associate
with Canadians, :

The election of the college officers for
the year came off on thc. Tth ult, Mr.
W. D. Reid, B. A.
tlected president
with Mr. E. A, McKenzie, B.A. as vice-
Mr. ‘. Mitehell was clected
reading-room

was  unanimously

of the dining hall,

president.,
chairman -of the

mittee, while Mr. R. Eadic was chosen

com-

precentor, with Mr. . D, Muir as as-
sistant.

The college is to Le congratulated
upon the acquisition of so mueh pro-
found theological talent as is from
time to time displayed among some of
the first year men.

On Friday, Oct., 7th, the allocation
of rooms took pliace, and accordingly
the following day was a busy one im"
most of the boys. Immediately after
breakiast the stir of moviqg began and
it was mot till late in the afternoon
that the “rat tat ” of the tack-bammer
and the rumble of moving trunks Iinally
died away.,
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An absent minded stuadent meant to
write: “T sent you the book some
time ago with Me. . and the hetter
init;” but what he did write was; <1
sent you the book some time ago with
Mr. C. and the letter in it.”

The dignity of the Editor in Chief has
lately been quite enhanced, and now
ax one passes along the hall his eye
im eaught by the sign, ©COLLEGL
JOURNAL 30 great gilt letters, which
adorns the entranee  to the editoral
sanctum.

Mre. W, E. Preattive who has been at-
tending this college jor the last two
years, is not with us this year. He has
sone to South Caroling to atiend Col-
wmbia Colleg: o which his Lrolher is
oper of the professors. Mr. Beattie's
presence is greatly missed in the college

as well as in certain gquarters outside,

(n the evening of the 19th ult, the
freshmen were teadered @ reeeption by
the other students, After the fleshly
part of this tabernacle had been satis-
licd by feasting on the good things
that were spread before us we made
ready to enjoy the feast of reason. The
speeches were all goud, some of them
excellent, and if the speakers did not
suceeed in making the new.comers feel
welconie it must have been on accouunt
of the Jaiter’s unbelief. Just here we
would remind our readers that we are
a people of many languages, as was
shown by the speeches on the night
in question. Besides those in our own
manly Inglish, we had speechies de-
Yivered in ““la belle lIangue Francaise,™

inthe musieal tongue of * sunny Ttaly
and Jastly in * the language of Bden.™
There were several among us  who
gould have addressed us in German
while one of our number speaks both
Ilvhrew and Russian.

Of 1he seholarships rud exhibitions
competed for in MeGill in September
last five were cuptured by Presbyterian
College Doys, Mr. A, Graham of the
third year secured the Natural Svience
scholarship worth $250;  Messrs. M.
Macintosh and J. M. Walluee of the
second year won exhibitions each worth
$1253 ;5 and Messrs. W. AL Snyder and
J. C. Robertson of the first year cach
won ap exhibition valued at $1235.

Ihe MeGill sports, which had been
postponed for « week on account of
Sir Wm., Dawson’s illness, came off un
Friday Oct. 21st. The great event of
the day was, of course, the tug-of-war.
The Arts team, the team which has
now been victorious for three suceessive
years, carried all before it. 1t was con-
stituted as follows: J. S. Gordon
(anchor), A. E. Gordon, W. C. Suthuer-
land, A. McGregor, G. D. Ireland all of
this college, and Mr. Brown of the
Congregational College. Mr. J. R. Dob-
son, B.A., who captained the team, is
also of this college. The victorious
team was in fact a team of Theologs.

ECHOES FROM THE HALLS.
I'l take o little lamb.
Where is our mutual friend and ad-
mirer ?
I'll choose number 47,
Come up an€l see my carpet.

-~ "

—

t:
1)
e
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Wise Junior(to Sophmore), --** All you
fellows are oviparous.”

Soph. (who has not.studied Zootogy).
--**You bet. we are!”

A reward will be offered for the ap-
prehension of dihe muan who has ap-
propriated another man’s B.A.Apply to
the Treasurer of the * Journal.”

Theolog (o medienl freshman).—
*Well, how do you like disseeting, as

far as youv'e gone? 1 suppose you
haven't much stomaeh for dead bodies.™

Med.-- 0, ave don’t have TO eat
them.

“PDate pudding and apple fritters to-
day, gentlemen, Apple fritters are ex-
cellent.”

“T1 take date pudding.”

“'w«-n, don’t Dlame me if you can’{
find the date..”

Wat M. TowNsENDL.

OUR GRADUATES.

In tracing our graduates, the med-
allist of last session should first claim
our attention. Mr. Sutherlind has not
heen lost sight of during last snmmer
since echoes from the pulpits of many
churehes have reached us, Before setting
out for the North Mr.
Sutherland decided 1o labor for the

\Master, he ovcupied the pulpils of the

West where

Tresbyterian ¢hurches in Lindsay—the
Congregation of Rev. Robt. Johnston
hiad
made many warm friends daring the

B.A.~and in Lachute, where he

course of two summers as the assistant
10 Rev. Mr. Furlong of that place. ile
received and accepted 1 unanimous call
to Carman, Man. and while waiting hix

induction he supplied in Kildonnan

awd Carbury, Man. with great aceep-

tance. A copy of the Winnipeg IFree
Press has just reached us containing @

detailed account of Mr. Sutherland’s or.

dination and induection to his present
charge, Carman, Man. is a flourishing
{own of considerable importance, sit.
uated about sixty miles SW. of Win
nipeg,
Sutherlamd is pastor, is Jarge and e

The congregation of whirh MMy,
tive ramking we Yheleive, fifth in im-
portaneein the North West,
offered, exclusive of a free house, is

The salavy

goad, one of its chiel features being
grant of A month’s holiday every sum.
mer. The induction Serviee was held
on Tuesday. Oct. $th, when the chureh
was erowded, The induetion sepmon was
preached by Rev. Raikie of Miami, Rev,
Jas. Farqubarson of Pilot Mound, uad.
dressing the pastor eleet in appropriate
terms, The congeegation is most flone.
ishing—a new huilding beag proposed,
If e good wishes and Godespeeds of
his frllow students ave any enconrage

ment to Mr. Sutherland, they are his.
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We all hope that suceess may crown his
labors, under the rich blessing of the
Lord.

We are pleased to note that Rev. A.
8. Grant, of St. Andrew’s Church, Al-
Ont., is cujoying continued
suceess in his work. During the past
summer, the interior of the church has
Inwen renovated.  The whole building
has heen lighted by electric light.
Steady progress in ull departments of
church work is evident in Mr. Grant’s
charge.

monte,

Ag far as we are able to ascertain,
Itev. 8. Rondeau is, ** as yet,” the only
one of last session’s graduates who has
scen fit to enter the ranks of the noble
benedictive army. Congratulations are
now in order and we do most heartily
congratulate him. Mr Rondeau spent
the past summer in Caraquet, N.B.,
where good work was done by him
among fiis fellow-countrymen, In the
Iatter p:\i-t of Scpt. he received and ae-
cepted a call to the French Congrega-
tion in Marlboro, Mass., lately occupicd
by Rev. P. N. Cayer, onc of our grad-
uates, There is cvery prospect that
Mr. Rondeau's pastorate will be a most
happy and successful one.

Rev. D. Currie, of Glencoe, Ont., on
setting out for a visit to ** the land of
his fathers,” carried away wi'th him
the ** bon voyage > of his congregation
in the asubstantial form of a purse of
S170. Mr. Carrie tourecd through Ive.
sngland, Scotland and Francee,
enjoying to the fullest extent apis two
months® holiday. Thix purse ik another

Tand,

added to the many marks of esteem,
that Mr. Currvir has received from the
people of Glencoe.

M. J. A, Cleland has brought us good
uws from the Wewstern States where
hie passed last summer with his fricnds,
He met Rev. J. AL Townsend, Phi. D, of
the class 'S1, who has been enjoying
continucd success, He
many happy recollections of his ** Alma
Miater ” nnd distance has scrved only
to decpen his loyalty to her, as shown
by the fact, that in all probability we
shall have a new student with us next

still  retains

scsgion from Dr. Townsend’s congregn-
tion. He has been for some lime past
settled in Turner, Or. where, since his
settlement, the Lord’s work has pros.
A new chureh building is under
way at present, but Dr. Townsend, hav-
ing scen the undertaking scet on foot,
has acceepted i unanimous call to In.
dependence, Or. It is always gratifyinge
1o hear of our graduates, especially of
those who are scttled in distant parts,
that they have not forgotten
tieir collpge or how to give a kind
welcome to present students. We wish
Dr. Townsend nll prosperity in his new
ficld of labor.

pered,

vither

After Iaboring for a few months with
great aceeptance in Marlhworo, Mass..
where Rev. 8. Rondeau is at. peesent
settled, Rev. L. Bouchard of last year's
class, aceepted a call to Yawrence,
Mass. While we grudge yiclding our
best men to Uncle Sam, we feel confi-
dent that Mr. Bouchard will give
rood siccount of himself and his *“ Alma
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Mater * to those across the border. We
of the Correspondence Department.
when ~\vrlthg to very many of our
French graduates, subscribe the two
letters, U.S. to their addresses; we
would much prefer subscribing the three
letters, * Can.”’ But, be that as it may.
the work is one and the sawme whether
north or south of the boundary line, and
the prayer of all present students is,
that the special work of our Ireach
fellow-students, whether in Canada or
in the States, may he owned and blessed
of God.

Itev. R. Henderson, who has lahored
s0 successfully in Bayfield, Ont., has re-
moved ‘to the congregation of Man.
chester and Smith's Hill, Ont. Tn his
new field of activity we feel assured
that Mr. Henderson will continue, aus
in the past, to Jabor faithfully for the
Master, and receive the promised rve.
ward.—* Souls for his hire.”

Although rather late in the scason
we have great pleasure in noticing the
promotion of Rev. M. L. Jeiteh, from
Elora to Stratford, Ont. As the years
1o by Mr. Leitch is gradually obtaining
a wider field for the exercise of those
socinl and religious qualites which have
hitherto made him such an cgpeemed
and uscful pastor. A further detailed
account of Mr. Ieitch’s success in Strat-
ford :will appear when the desired in.
formation, coucerning the various de.
partmente of chureh work, reaches us.

We are always pleased to hear of
progress being made by our graduates
in their work, and it is our pleasant
duty to xeport rapid mand substantial
the part of Rev. Wm.
Shearer of St. Andrews chureh Sher-
brooke, Que, the past year,
forty-onec communicants have been
added to the roll of this congregartion.
The Young Peoples Society of Christ-
tian Endeavor shows o membership of
ninety-five. and their csteemed Pastor
has been elected President of the Pro-
vincial Union for the coming year. LThe
Sabbath School is in a flourishing con-
dition, a acw library having heen
bought to fill 2 long felt want. Mont-
real College has not been forgotten by
St. Andrews congregation, and a liberal
portion of the annual contributions has
been set aside for Mr., Shearer’s Alma
Mater. On Sabbath., Oct. 9th, the third
anniversary of the opening of the new
church was suitably obscerved and the
collections at the Scrvices amounted to
some $830. An innovation, in the form
of &L spicey littic congregational month-
Iy Magazine, has been introduced, and
il the appeariuce and general contents
of the numbers on our table be aver-
age specimens, great will be the use-
fulness ©f “ The St. Andrews Church
Gleamings.” May the Giver of cvery
perfect gilt continue to hestow His
blessing upon this congregation,

nrogress  on

During
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‘Flie opening exercises of the College
for the session 1892-93 were condueted
in the David Morrice Hall on the even-
ing of the 5th October, The proceed-
ings were of an cxccptioxmlp’ interesting
nature, and a large audicnee, represen-
tative of all the Presbyterian Churches
in the city, assembled before hali-past
seven o‘clock.

That in which the procecdings differed
from that of previous years was the
induction of the Rev, James Ross, M.A.,
B.D., to the new chair of Homiletics,
Pastoral Theology, Sacred Rhetorie, and
Church Government,

‘The Presbytery, having been pre-
viously constituted, took its place on
the platiorm at 7.45 p.m.  Principal
MacVicar gave out the 100th Isalm
which was sung heartily by the entire
congregation, after which the Rev.
J. McGillvray, B.D., read a portion of
Scripture and led in prayer. The: Rev.
Mr. Paterson, clerk of Preshytery, then
narrated the steps which led up to the
cloction of a new Professor.n a few
&entences, he told of the pressing need
of an waddition to the professorial staff
which had been apparent to the mem-
hers of the Faculty for years, and of
the gencrous friend of the college, who
ulso perceiving this need, made the
munificent donation which rendered the
fondly-cherished dream a possible real-
ity, and finally at the last mecting of
the Geperal Asscmbly of the Church, the
gentleman who was that night to be
inducted, and whose high attainments

and natural gifts fitted him for the post,
was unanimously seclected.

‘I'he Rev. Prineipal MacVicar then put
the usual questions, which were res-
ponded to by Mr. Ross, after which the
Rev. Dr. Patterson of St, Andrews, Que.,
offcred the ordination prayer, The
Presbytery compicted the interesting
ceremony by its members extending to
the new  Professor the right hand of
fellowship.

The Rev, Dr. Barclay of St.
Montreal, then
cloquent terms, the charge to Professor
Rose, Heing followed by the latter, who
received o warm  ovation from those
present, and who procecded to deliver
his Innugural Lecture entitled “ The
Preacher for the Age.” A full report
of 1he lecture appears in these pages.

Dr. MacVicar made some interesting
statements respecting the present hope-
ful condition of the College, cte., and the
proceedings terminated, the Rev, Prof.
Ross pronouncing the bencdiction.

A special meeting of the Philogsophical
and Literary Society was held in Icc-
ture Room No. 1 on Saturday Oct. Sth
for the purpose of electing a correapond-
ing Editor for the Journal in room of
AMr, Gordon, resiguned. Mr. Donald
Guthric B.A. was unanimously elected.

The first regular mecting of the Phil-
osophical and Litcrary Society was
held on Friday, Oct. 14th. After pre-
liminary business had been disposed of.
the President, Mr, D. J. Frager B.A,,
amnoulced that the subject of debate

Paul's

Church, delivered, in
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that evening was a live question, «
question which all Theological students
must at some time seriously consider.
and why not do it now,—* Should nin-
isters wear o distinctive garb.,” M.
MacKenzie B.A. led the debate in an
able speech, advancing arguments on
the megative side, after which almost
every student present followed with
pithy speeches not cexceeding ithrec
minutes In length,  The inferest was
keen  ghroughout, and several views
were advanced on the subjeet. The pro-
position having been put, it was decided
in the affirmitive.

The first meeting of the Students
Missionary 'Soclcty was held on I'riday
cvening Oct, 21st, Mr. J. R, Dobson ..\,
in the chair It was very encouraging
to &ce the large number of students
preseni—the new men especially tarned
out well, and so far have taken an in-
terest in all our meefings.

The business wus all of an important
character. Mr. Gordon the treasurcer of
the Socicty, read his report for the
pust: yeur which showed the finaneial
state of the society to be in a pros.
perous condition, The principal item
of husiness however, was hearing the
report of our French Missionary Rev.
Mr. Charles, in conncction with S$t.
Jean Baptiste -Mission. This report
wig certainly the most hopeful to
whiclt it has been our privelege yet to
listen, (Secc extracts from it clsewlhere.)

It there were doubts in the minds of

any as to the wisdom of inaugurating
this Mission, and expending 80 much
cffort and means in order to muke it a
suceess, the report read must have for
cver dispelled them. And here it must
e remembered that a man of Mr.
Charles’ talents and missionary zeal
could casily secure for himself 2 much
more luerative and c:wy' field of labor
than the oue which I'e has for the pre-
sent chosen, We are justly proud of
him and his devoted pariner, who in
the face of so many discouragements
have loyally remained at‘ their post,
and who by God’s Grace have accom-
plished sueh o uoble work in this Qiffi-
cult field.  They have our sympathy
and prayers for the continnance of the
sood work.

A letter was vead from the Scety. of
the “ Intercollcgiate Alliance ™ asking
the society to appoint a delegate to
attemd the meetings, which are to e
held this year at Woollstock Out. Mr.
Andrew Russell BLA. was unanimously
chosen to represent the society.

The nomination of officers for the
cusning year was then proceeded with,
and  the followhgg wentlemen  were
cleeted s Pres. A, Russell B.A. 1st Vice
pres. M. Meynard, 2nd Vice pres. J. D.
Anderson B.A,, Rec Sccety. A. MacVicar,
Tres, A, Mahudfy, Cor. Secty. R. Tener—
Exccutive Com. Messers. Giroulx, Mauc-
Keazic B.A., Smith, Gourlay, Reeves B.
A—News Com. Mecssrs. Mulr, Eadic,
MacLennan B.A., J. Mceyunard, Crombic.

R. TENER,



Editorial Department,

—

The Journal has made such

The progress in o every  diveetion,
Journal. (jat it is with a deep sense of

responsibility, and of our own
inefficiency we undertake the task of
condueting it through this
That we shall commit errors goes with-

Session,

out saying, but that we shall do our
best is equally true.,  We erave the
indulgence of our readers, and ask them
inelined to be
that we

wlhen they are cen-

sorious, to remember can

devote 1o this work only the hours

snatehed from the pressing duties of a
more than usually busy Session.

* ¥

The Christian Churel has had

The

Sym-

pogium. bhut also errors over which to
There has been and

trinmphs of which to boast.

maourin,
still is, unseemly internal strife which
has engendered cruel words, and re-
lentless hate, and all uncharitableness.
“ A church in which the drum-beat of
civil war never ceases, urges the cause
of ‘the Prince of Peace.”
these divisions, the possibility and des-
irability of their removal, as well as
means and ways to bring about a better
understanding, and if possible closer
co-operation among the various Christ-
ian bodies will be discussed from month
to month in @ Symposium on the
question, ‘“What may be done for the
mutual approach of Christians of
different denominations 2"

The sources of

We are back to College, We
railroad  and
and  indeed
mode of

Irom

Back to lve tome by
College. 1y steambost,
by e¢very known
locomotion exeept by yacht.
every provinee of the Dowminion, from
Russia and Belgium, from Scotland and
Ireland, from Switzerland, France and
sunny Italy have we come. In fact we
are a little Pan-Presbyterian Council.

The first year men are herc in fall
They have come in such num-

We
their

muster,
bers as to overflow the College.
give them eordial grecting on
entrance, and congratulate them that
they have felt called to the holiest
work ‘in which men can engage.

The gentlemen of the second year are
back again., Thoy are not freshmen any
longer, and they want to have it under-
stood. From the eram of the class-
room, and the decoctions of the board-
ing house, they left last Spring with
spoiled digestion and shattered nerves.
Sinee then they have been in the country
where the legend ¢ Pleasce keep off the
erass ™ is unknown, where the blue of
the sky is untainted with the grime of
city toil, and where the hens lay eggs
that are fresh. Now they are brown
of cheek, and clear of eye, and light of
heart. That is what the summertime
has done for them.

The men who have Dbeen in their first
mission ficlds are back. They went out
to their appointed fields to preach the
first sermon with fear and trembling,
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which swelled to positive consternntion
the following week, they
vovered that they had put almost all
their ‘theology into their first cffort.
But somehow or.other they got along,
The widow of Sarepta has not been
alone in her experience. The veflex in.
fluence has broadened and
their own spiritual lives, and they have
felt the joy of actual work in the
Master's service, That is <what the
summertime has done for them.

The members of the graduating eluss
are back once more, Six or seven years
ago they entered, and it geemed to them
a very long time until they would be
senior men, but

when dis.

deepened

“ The summers come, and the summers go,
Whether our lives be glad or no.”

And now they arc here for the last time,
They will soon puss from the examina-
tion of the professors to the ex-
amination of the people, from training
That is what all
these summers have done for them.

What has the summertime done for
each one of us? The sun shines in his
splendor and brings forth the blossom,
but it also brings forth the weed. In
the garden of our lives, h:n‘c‘\vc culti-
vated the fragrant flowers, and pulled
out amnd cast
weeds.

to actual conflict.

away the poisonous

The learned  principal  of

pr. Queens in an address before
Scrimger the General .Aesembly  suid
“that the title of Doctor was

now becoming so common that he at-

tached little importance to his own'
Perhaps there is a certain amount of
truth in the remark ; there is a tendeney
in this age to covet titles., Collegis are
spoken off as indiseriminately granting
honorary degrees for little more than
the purpose of enrolling an imposing
list of numes as graduates, that there
is reason for the complaint above re-
ferred to, we do mot deny ; there may
be some holding the title of Doctor
whose services to the Church are in-
significant. In such cases the degree
counts but little, Whenever a College
bestows an honorary degree for eminent
service to the Church, or for profound
scholarship and research, it rightly
honors him who receives the distinetion.

It is well that the Church should take
notle of her progressive men, and that
their work be worthily approved. Sel-
dom however does the fame of 2 man
pass outside of his own particular
denomination; uas a rule cach branch
of ‘the Church is so occupied with it
own leaders and master minds, that
it has no time to notice marked men
in other churches, Last April however
at its Convocation, the Wesleyan Theo.
logical College of this city, conferred
the Doctorate on the Rev. Professor
Scerimger of this College. It was a
high compliment paid by that institu
tion, 'to the ability and past record
of him whom it sclected as worthy to
be honored. The Professor had served
for many years as a faithful minister
of the Church; appointed as a teacher
Iwe ably fills the chair of Introduction
and Bible Exegesis, in  this College
omr own Church has recognized the
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worth of Professor Scrimger, by giving
him a -position of such trust, but it
remained for- o sister College to honor
itself -by placing his name on the roll
of its graduates, and so réward him
with its honorary degree. We hail this
as a sign of the times, testifying that
the different branches of the Church are
being more closely united, and are
pleased to motice progress in other
denominations. It was a graceful act
of the Weslepan College, and will be
another link in the chain which is
binding the two leading denominations
of our country in closer fellowship.
* #
*

By the addition of Professor
Ross to the teaching staff of
this College. 2 great burden
has been lifted off the should-
ers of two of our Professors, and the
College has been raised to a higher
state of efficiency. Great and numerous
are the disadvantages of crowding a
multiplicity of subjects on one teacher
in an institution like our own. When
a Pprofessor’s time is wholly occupicd
with the duties of his office, he is un-
able to cullivate himself adequately by
careful study of the church's literature
of the past and present; and no church
has condemmned its servants by over-
work te comparative obscurity in liter-
ary and theological nursuits without
ultimately sufiering from a dearth of
learned and powerful exponents of its
doctrine and polity.

Prof.
Ross.

An age of such restless activity as our
own demands speeialists, A theological

pr‘ofossor requires, not only to have a
general knowledge of his subjects' but to
concentrate thereon all his mental and
spiritual powers, to make by indepen-
dent thought the results of his investi-
gations hig own property, to infuse into
his teaching the magic of his person-
ality, that Svith the prineciples enun-
cinted, the student may learn their
application to his Because
students do not come to college to learn
what might be acquired as well from
books, 'hut to be brought into direct
personal  contact with the church’s
le;zdcrs of thought and action,. and to
have - their powers and characters
moulded by great minds and holy lives.

‘I'he founding of this new chair in our
college, is o great step toward this
happy The subjects
taught by Professor RRoss now extend
through the three years of our course
of study instead of being crowded into
the first two. Homiletics gnd Church
Government are taught the first yetil‘.
Suaered Rhetoric in the second and Pas-
toral Theology in the third. Professor
Ross has thus the more practical side
of the future preacher’s training to
attend to, and as may be judged from
his past career, he is eminently qualified
to take these subjects out of the hands
of Principal MacVicar snd Professor
Scrimger, whose teaching in these de-
partments in the past has stamped itself
upon ‘the preaching of every student of
our college,

A mative of Aberdeenshire, Scotland,
Trofessor Ross came to Canada'in 1869.
After teaching for Lome yéars in Ontario
he matriculated into Queen’s University-

work.

consummation.,
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in 1874, took the degree of B. . in
1878 and those of M. A. and B. D. in
1881, He held a scholarship every year
throughout his whole course, On Sept.
8th of his graduating year he was or-
dained and inducted into the pastoral
charge of Knox Church, Perth, Ont.,
where he has laubored since with marked
Since then he has declined
several calls to other churches, the
most noteworthy of which was to St.
Andrews, of Ottawa. Besides his pas-
toral work, he has lectured on churel
history in Queen’s University for the
lagt two seesions, and the wide-spread
conviction that a prophet is without
honor in his own country finds here an

éxception, for Professor Ross’s services

to his Almn Mater were
preciated.

With sueh achievements as a recom-
mendation to us, we are convinced that
Professor Ross is & great acquisition to
our college, We anticipate many years
of pleasant and profitable intercourse
with him, and predict for him a brilliant
career in his uew sphere of life and work.

highly ap-

.

‘The vietorious team in the
Muscular Tug-of-War contest at the

Chris- .s PR

tianity. MeGill Athletie Games for

years back has been mostly
composed of students preparving for the
ministry, Last year it was entirley
composed of such, and this year four
out of six men in the chumpion team,
together with the captain, ave from the
Pregbyterian College.

All this may seem to many an ordin-
ary coincidence, but to us it iy deeply
significant. Whatever
have existed in the past for the popular
idea that ministers and theological stu-
dents are & weak, nerveless, dyspeptic
The men

grounds may

race, there is none to-day.
Wwho are to carry the banner of Preshy-
terianism into the forests and prairies
of our country are men of grit and
musecle, who know how to take a long
pull, and a strong pull, and a pull
all together.
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Students’ Divectory, 892=3.

in Theology.

Post Gradunte Students.

Garth, Rev. W. H,,
Grant, D. M.
Martin, Rev. I.

Room.
B.A. Montreal.

Montreal.
Montreal.

Smith, Rev. G. H., M.A. Danville, Que 35
Spurling, Rev. W., B.A., B.D., Montreal.

Special Course.

Newmark, Geo. A.
Delport, Eli.

Third
Fraser, D. J., B.A.
Aenard, M.
McLennan, K., B.\.
Mitchell, T. A.
Moss, W. T. 0., B.A.

Reid, W. D., B.A.
Ruasell, A., B.A.
St. Anbin, T. S.

Montreal.
Montreal.
Year.
Alberton, P.EI. 17
St. Brigide, Que. 29
Harris, Scot. 31
Linden, N. S. 30
Portage La Prai-
rie, Man. 33

Maple Hill, Que. 27
Bristol, Que. 28
St. Philpmene, Que

Second Year.

Ballantyne. R.

Dunbar, Ont.
66 Latour St.

Churles, J. E., B.A,, B.Sc. Belgium, St. Jean

Clark. W. C.

Dobwon, J. R., B.A.
Eadie. R.

Froser, A. D .
Giroulx, L. R.
Guthrie, D., B.A.
Meleod, N. A, BA,,

McKenzie, E. A., B.A. Lucknow, Ont.

(Baptiste

Hornings Mills,
Ont. 3
Pictou, N. S. 9
Sherbrooke, Que 32

Dundee, Que. 11
Duclos, Que 13
Guelph, Ont. 45

Lochside, N. S. 8

McKeracher, W. AL
Menard, J. L.
Pidgeon, G., B.d.
Reeves, A. C., B.A.
Savignae, J. A..
Tener, R.

First
Anderson, J. D., B.A.
Beauchamp, P. E.

McInnes, J. P.
Morieon, .

MacLaven, N.
Muir, . D.

Patterson, W.
Stewart, J. C.

Howick, Que.

St. Brigide, Que. 16
New Richmond, Quo
Ormstown, Que
Teeluride, Colo.
Donaghmore, Ire-

16

Year.

Tiverton, Ont. 21
Grenville, Que. 14
Vankleek Hill, Ont. 49

Ormstown, Que,

(60 Beaver Hall Hill.
Chicoutimi, Que. 7
Scottstown, Que. 6
50

66

Cantley, Que

Embro. Ont.

B.-—Underg:;nduntos in Arts.

Fourth Year.

Gordon, J. S.
Hutchinson, D.
Mahaify, A.
MacVicar, A.
Muir, P. D.
Patterson, W.
Smith, E. F. M.
Townsend, W. M.

Alberton, P. E. I. 4
Brechin, Ont. 12
Port Albert, Ont. 22
Strathroy, Ont. 24
Scottstown, Que. 6
Cantley, Que. 50
Hawksbury, Ont. 10

Travellers’ Reat,
P.E L b

Third Year.

Bremner, W.
Graham, A.
MocGregor, A.
Ireland, G. D.
Stewart, J. C.

Ottawa East, Ont. 54
Glencoe, Ont. 65
St. Andrews, Que. 51
Alberton, P. E. 1. 83
Embro, Ont. 56
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Second Year. Third Year.
Crombie, W. T. B. Coulonge, Que. 89  Armstrong, S. Milo, Que.
Boyd, R. Russell, Ont. * 38 Biron, M. W. Wakefield, Que. 62
Gilmour, F. W. Almonte, Ont. 46 Gilmour, G. Ottawa, Ont.
Keith, N. D. Glencoe, Ont. GO Lamert, J. O. Montebello, Que. 40
McIntosh, J. Mount Pleasant, Gourlay, J. J. L. Carp, Ont. 18
P. E. L 42 Brandt, E. H. Montecheroux (Douls) .
McIntosh, M. Summerside, P.E.I. 41 France. 61
Sutherland, W. €. Woodstock, Ont. 43
Wellace, J. M. North Gower, Ont. 59 Second Year.
Weir, G. Eastwood, Ont. 44  Allan, F. Point St. Charles 44
Worth, F. Pictou, N. 8. (Brittania St.
Young, S. Blakeney, Ont. 352  Graham, D. J. Ashton, Ont. 64
Young, H. Blakeney, Ont. 52  Jamieson, S. D. Inverness, Que. 35
N Lamoise, V. Shawbridge, Que 3656
First Year. . t. Beaudry St.
Cleland, J. A. ‘Enniskillen, Ire- Millar. D. D. Port Elgin, Ont. 19
land. 26 MacCunig, W. Bryson, Que. 14a
Douglas, J. R. Mt. Iehman, B.C. 65 (Mansfield 8t.
Gowan, Thos. Goderich, Ont. Murray, H. T. Belleisle, N. B. &3
Gourlay, W. L. Carp, Ont. 18
Harris, N. B. Glencoe, Ont. 66 First Year. .
Roberteon, J. C. Robertson, N. B. 53 Carmichael, H. E.  New Glasgow, Que.
Suyder, W. A. Preston, Ont. 58  Fraser, N. F. Moncton, N. B. 4
Thom, G. W. Appleton, Ont. 63  Genova, Valentine Naples, Italy. 63
Walker, P. A. Camlachie, Ont. Menancon, J. E. Sherbrooke, Que.
(141a Mausfield St. (113 8t. Louis St.
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TCalks about ’Books.

.t

~. JL.'gbserve that the September number
- of the Knox College Monthly, published
by the J. E. Bryant Company, contains
.%o book reviews . For

sake, I used to regard with a feeling

akin 'to envy the wealth of solid Liter-
L-uture that lay month after
.. month, ypon the broad and busy edit-
. orial shelf of the Toronto Contemporary.
3 Certainly, we of the Journal are very

the Journal's

piled,

e from rejoicing in this changed state
s-of uffairs in the Monthly;
o Talker feels a sort of melancholy satis-
..faction in knowing that he is not the
=sonly eollege reviewer whom authors and
publishers .are slow to propitiate. 1f
these people don't know au good thing
when they see it, that is not our fault,

yet the

In .various quarters, however, during
+ the summer, review material has been
+ . accumulating, which I proceed to take
up-in detail,
¥ YPhere are 296 large oetavo pages
* in the Official Report of the Eleventh
International Christian Endeavor Con-
vention, and portraits s0 numerous that
I have not time to count them. Those
of Dr. Wells, formerly of Montreal, of
the Rev. J. A. R. Dickson of Galt, of the
Rev. Edgerton R. Young, and of G. 1.
Ferguson of Toronto are good; but,
unless they are men of very meek and
quiet spirit, Mr. . B. Clark of Denver,
the Rev, J. C. Krause, Mr. L. F. Lindsay,
and some others, will carefully conceal
the Official Report from the scnutiny of

their friends. I say this from exper-
irnee, for it is what I did with an an-
cient copy of the Journal that contained
a portrait of Cetawayo with my name
attached to it. So far as my house
is concerned, it is like Moses’ sepulcher;
no man hath seen it to this day. The
Convention must have been a very .in-
spiriting affair, and the Report is by
no means dry reading. Many of the
speeches were very fervent and eloquent,
and several were witty, One of Mr.
Chauncy M. Depew’s sayings is worth
repeating. ‘“ Now, young ladies and
gentlemen, Uhe one thing to do in every
organization is to believe that it is the
best organization in the world, and
that you are the most efficient and the
best member of it. Nobody accom-
plishes anything in this world unless
he has a good opinion of himself—and
Mr. Wamnamaker agrees with me on
that point. In every organization you
should have the same thought in regard
to it that a Boston man whom I once
met had in regard to Boston. He came
vp to Peckskill where I was born,—
Peekskill, the centre of the world !—and
he addressed a Sunday scheol pienie,
He said: ‘ Ten years ago I was here,
and in my audience was a beautiful
flaxen haired boy, who looked like an
angel he looked like one of Raphael's
cherubs, Where do you supposc he is
now ?"” The children cried out: “In
heaven,” * Oh, no,” he said, * better
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than that —he is in Boston, a clerk in
Ontario carried off the ban-
during  (the

a. store,
ner for fthe largest gain
vear, and Manitoba that for the great-
est proportionate gain, and the Canad-
ian Jdelegates sang ‘ Blest e the tie
that binds g0 often, that the Conven-
tion must have regarded them as in
league with the Twine combine. They
would have shown more originality by
singing *‘From ocean unto ocean,”
than that aneient, hackneyed, and some-
what dolefully sentimental ditty. Per-
haps, however, they had only one tuue,
like two friends of mine, the one being
able to compass Artaxerxes, and the
mak-
ing a fair show at New St, Anns, 1

other, departed honored friend,

should like to have scen a report of
work done along the line of Christ’s wel-
come to the Christian Doer :
hungred and ye¢ gave me meat; I was

I was an

thirsty and yc¢ gave me drvink; I was

a stranger and ye took me in; naked,
and ye clothed me; I was sick and ye
visited me ; I was in prison and ye came
unto me.”” There are societies that
could make a good showing along this
line, and others, I fear, would aot. The
matter of Personal Christian Helpful-
ness should be pressed upon the next
Convention.

Mr. .Baers, . the Secretm';"s report
shows that much has been done by the
socicties for the cause of missions.
Every endeavorer should be a mission-
ary, personally. By all means get the
report and read it, putting a pencil
mark over against the funny
agraphs for week day reading.

A neat pamphlet of one hundred pages

par-

has been sent to me from tlic Students™ *
Publishing Committee of Queen's- Bnio '+
versity, Kingston, containing the San'#
day Afternoon Addresses delivered in'thé
Convoecation Hall during the session of 2t
1892, The first is by the well ‘knowike:
Dr. Briggs, of Union Tlxt-olqgfczll Semu
inary, New York. It is on the Bible nagt'+
other hooks, and is an eloguent plen

for the Scriptures as the Word of Godl:”
Prineipal Grant follows with-the Old:
Testament and the New Criticism, Re-i
velations and Interpretations,-aundd!
Wrong Interpretations and a Wrong +f
Spirit. These are thoughtful and - sug: -’
gestive addresses, identical in spirit, and «
Thusg .. Drot.
Grant, rveferring to the differeiice ™ OF 4
among scholars as to - the #:
of the Pentateuelr, sayse::
“IWhile two sides are

moderately conservative.

opinion
authorship
takea -on. the..!
question it becomes us not to decide:is
hastily, but rather to hold our: judgsca
As Peggoty: said?

“You cav’t say no fairer than that ;" .:
yet it will not satisfy those of -out-~
friends, who, without scholarshiyp, kneowt .-
the history of the Bible by intuitions -
Admirable practicable addresses: avé:

thosc of our own graduate, Mr. Herridge . -
on Personal Responsibility, of Dr. Dydeir:
on the True Life, of Dr. Hume on-Think:.
on These Things, and of Mr. Milligaaty. -
on Man, God’s Interpreter. - Profegsor.:
Shortt’s subject is Art as an elementi:
in Spiritual Life, u Plea for Christidim..:
Glory and DBeauty;

ments in suspense.’

and Dr. Murray -
of MeGill, on Christian and Unchristian -
Agnosticism, exhibits the limitations of

'Theology, while declaring the stiffi--:
ciency of the Divine Revelation. in“Jesds . .
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Christ. Any carper could find detachel
sentences in most of the :xddresscs—al
which he could rvear an * auto da i,
but critics, properly so called, do not
read books in that way, nor do they
judge of addresses save as a consistent
whole. The brochure is worthy of
Queen’s and is calculated to do good.

The last numbers of the Proceedings of
the Society of Bibical Archacology re-
ceived by me are those for April and
May. The most important articles in
them are Mr. Le Page Renouf’s Trans-
lation of the Egyptian Book of the
Dead, with notes. " The Society seems to
me to be going down hill fast. Either
its members have been pumped dry, or
they mo longer send their best work to
be read at it meetings. Like many
associntions of the kind, it has pro-
bably fallen into the hands of a clique,
and cven that not & very harmonious
one. This is much to be regretted, as
one nulurally looks to it for the latest
information on matters of Biblical
Archaclogy, iustead of for Igyptiaa
trifles and Euphratcan Stellur Re-
searches. Money hus something to <o
with the declension. While magazines
and reviews pay handsomely for new
information, scholars hardly care to pay
the Society for the privilege of having
their articles read at ite meetings and
priuted in its proccedings. Yet, surely,
some of those, whom it hus lielped into
fame, should throw it an occasional
pone to save it from scientific starva-
tion.

The Quarterly Register of the Allinnee
of Reformed Churchcs hioldiug the I'res-
byterinn &ystem is always full of in-

terest, and the May and August num-
bers are well up to the mark., The
May number deals with  Trouble in
Turkey, The Ivangelical Churceh in
Greece, Educational Parties in Holland,
Notes from PBohemia, Jottings from
1taly, France and the Papacy, Clipp-
ings from the German, the Churches
in Victoria, New South Wales, and Eng-
land, the Kanaka Question in Queens-
land, and many other matters of im-
portance. That for Augus- is tuken up
lurgely with ithe Scottish, Irish and
American Churches, as well s pro-
spectively with the recent Council of
the Alliance in Toronto. Every Yresby-
terian Who takes a pride in onr wide
spread Chureh should get his bookseller
to procure the Quarterly Register for
him, or order it directly from the Rev.
Dr. Mathews, 25 Christ Church Avenue,
Brondesbury, London, N. W. Its price
iy onc mhilling or twenty-five cents a
year.

A friend in Cote St. Antoine, where
the Rev. Commander Roberts has been
Ivcturing, sends me the Quarterly State-
ments of the Palestine Exploration
Fund for January, April, and July.
Baurath, or Building Commissioner, C.
Schick has been exploring and excavatl.
ing about Jerusalem, and his discover-
ics of buildings must be interesting to
architects. F. J. Bliss B.A.s work of
excavation has been carried on at Tell
¢l Hesy, the ancient Lachish. where hie
has found many ancient arms and
uteasils supposed to be Amorite, and
where finally he ciune upon the cunci-
form clay tablet, recently trauslated by
Professor Sayce anu shewn Dby him to
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mlong to the series of tablets found
at Pell e Amarna in Bgypt, It is a
tstter written to Zimrida about 1100
B, C. (80 says Professor Sayee, but it
must have been at least a hundred
vears carlier) and the Tell el Amarna
tablets state that Zimrida was gover-
nor of Lachish, This is but the begiu-
ning of written material for the pre-
of Canaan,
Counder gives an analysis of Dusraita’s
~u called Hittite letter found at Tell ¢l
Amarna, to which reference was made

1araelite history Major

fn last year’s lust Journal. As Major
Conder has not published the text, (the
cunciform and its  transliteration), I
¢t 8y whether he is right or not.
So far, Tie has Deen very wrong; an’
nis statement that the Sianitie inserip.
tigns are Nabathean of the 3rd and
4th Christian centuries is as wide of
truth, in spite of what some Germnn
AMur.
Liliss pads out the Quarterly Statements
with a long dissertation on The Mar-
onites of Syrin, who arc pretty well

scholars say, as well could be.

kuown. There are in the three num-
hers many more uscful itams of infor-
macdon, suen as Dr. Post’s Journey to

*almyra, Mr. Glaisher’s Meteorology of
alestine, and Mr. Lortet’s Rescarches
on‘the Pathogenic Microbes of the Dead
Sea, which include thase of ganwren-
and tetanus.,

From the same source comrs The
Thiuker for June, July, and August, {he
~econd of which immortalizes Professor
Serimger’s article in the Treasury an
the cantinuity of the Pentatench. Sir
William Dawson's Recent Acquisitions
1 Riical Knowleage. and {he Rev .

Hirsehfelder's Messianie Prapheey  are
noted in the August number; and the
Rev, E. B. Ryckman’s Justification and
Regeneration in ihat for July., 7The
Thinker is published by the Nisbets of
London. Its first group is The Survey
of Thought, then Biblieal Ahought, IEx-

pository Thougzht, and Theological
Thought, Thereafter come Scientific

Thought and the Book Critie, followed
by Current English Thought, Current
American Thought, Current  Canadian
Thonght, and Current German, French,
and Swiss Thought., The contents \\'inq
up with Sanday in Church and Sunday
in Behool. Professor Cheyne is there,
fishting over Zoro:u:ter_. who wias an
arrant humbug; and many more theo-
iogianx ©f note contend in the arena.
The survey of the Tel* »1 Amarna tablets
perpriuates the error that the DBaby-
lontan Iammurabi was Amraphel, King
of 8hinar. Ie was nothing of the kind.
Iimmu-radi or Khimta-rapastuv is the
=amee name as e Hebrew Beth-Rapha
1 Chron.: 11, 12), and Beth Rapha was
two wenerations later than Amraphel.
To students of German Theology, Dr.
are’s review and eriticism of that of
ttxehl will be speeially attractive, The
L . W

Principal Caird, but to =t forth th.

Jenkinson has o sketeh of
matter in The Thinker would br 1o
write 2 long index.

Next comes the Magazine of Christian
lLiterature from May {o October. It
ovirilows with Professor Briggs and Re.
vision, with Drs. Northrup and Watts
on the Savereiznty of God in Predestina.
tion. with Driver, Cheyar, Robertsan
Smith, and ITuxley, with Chureh Falk
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Lore, and & review of the various Am-
erican Churches, It has also some read-
able articles. Professor Sayce is out in
the September number with The Latest
Discovery in Palestine, already set forth
in the I’alestine Fund’s Quarterly State-
ment, He concludes, ““ To dig up the
sources of Genesis is @ better occupa-
tion than to spin theories and dissect
the Seriptural narrative in the name
of the “ higher criticism.” A single
blow of the exeavator's pick has belore
now shatteretl the most ingenious con-
The
il:xg:xzim‘ of Christian Literature culls

clusions of the Western critic.”
from all the religious jJournals andd
papers, and thus concentrates a vast
amount of valuable information in its
monthly issucs.

My o©ld {friend, Mr. John King, Q.C
of Berlin, Ont., sends me his fifty page
pamphlet, A Decade in the History of
Newspaper Libel, a paper read at ths
annual meeting of the Canadian Iress
Associition, held at Ottawa, Mar-l
18§92, and publlished by the Assorintion
for general circulation, This pap.-r.
beginning with the definiton of news.
paper, proceeds to cite cases of libel
and to define the changes in the law
Legun in Ontario in 1882 and amended
in 1887, and carried on in the Dominion

*arlinment in 1888 uatil they reached
their present and improved condition
this year. Mr. King has his facts well
in hand, writes lucidly, and, being o
Jurist of no mean order, his work must
command attention. My knowledge of
1aw is about on a par with my math--
matical lore, so that I can do littl-
more than chronicle the receipt from Dr.

Johnson, the Dean of the Arts Faculty
of MecGill, of his valuable contributions
to the Transactions of the Royal So-
viety of Canada, entitled Newton's Use
of ‘the Slit and Lens in forming a Pure
Spectrum, and Faraday’s Lines of Iloree
(Suggestion of a name). I have already
drawn attention to Dr. Sandford Tlem-
ing's political views as contained in
a supplement of the
Journal,

Queen's  College
A more elaborate treatise of
176 Imrge Svo. pages is published by the
Council of the Canadian Institute, and
is entifled An Appeal to the Canadian
Institute on the Rectification of Parlia-
ment, together with the conditions on
whieh the Council of the Institute offers
to award one thousand doliars for Prize
Essavs. Dr. Fleming advocates the abo-
lition of party government, the repre-
sentation of minorities. and other im-
provements on our present system.
There is no doubt that he has the wel-
fare of Canada at heart.

The last fasciculus of the Transactions
of the Canadian Institute contains ten
papers which present a great variety.
The first is the Hon. Justice Proudfoot’s
oun Sowe cficets of Christianity on Legis-
lalion, followed by Mr, Arthur Harvey's
Celtic, Roman, and Greek type in
France, Dr. W. R. on Peach
Yellows, Dr. Macallum's on Studies on
th: Blood of Amphibia, the Talker's on
Silerian Inscriptions, Captain Cruik
shank’s on the Administration of I.t.
Gov, Simcoe. Mr. W. H. Mecrritt’s on
Iron and Steel Production in Ontario.
. Swdford Fleming’s on Electora?
Representation, Dr. David Boyle's on
The Discovery of the Great Falls of

Shaw’s
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Labrador and A List of Contributions
to Geology and Mineralogy published
in the transactions of the Institute.
This society has lost none of its pris-
tine vigour, but holds its own with all
other Canadian institutions of learning.
*rom the Geologicnl and Natural Hist-
ory Suarvey at Ottawa comes Mr. Ma-
cvoun's Catalogue of Canadian Plants,
Part vi. Musci. In 293 pages, the dis-
tinguished bLotanist gives the names,
anthoritivs, habitats, and many parti-
culars of about 1000 species of Mosses
found in Canada, & work in itself call-
ing for sreat labour and patience, apart
from the extensive studies of Mr. Ma-
cvoun in all other spheres of Lotanical
researel. It is somewhat dry reading,
like ‘the dictionary, except to a very
enthusiastic admirer of the Acrogens.
Vegetation ealls up poetry cven if it
be not that of the flowers that bloom
in the spring ; and, if poetry, why not
Songs of a Sophomoie LY W. M. M.
once known as the College poet? W,
M. M. is making a mighty cffort 1o
wrench himself free from the Spenserian
succeeded
in breaking off two links of no fewer
The pocet’s at.
titude towards this stanza is like that

stanza, and has actuallly

than ten short poems.

of Jack in the swar, who cried out to
his companions. **I've caught a Tar-
. They replied * Bring him along.”
* He answered  Jack.
= Then vome away and leave him,™ tc
which Jack mourniully rosponded. ** He
won't let me.” There are some gooil
things in McGill Forever, and, although
the theme is not exalted, The Boys in
the zods is the best piece in the boak,

won’t come,”

Evening is pretty and rythmical, but
the love pieces and some others are
too melodramatic for the age.

- Macdonald, Molson, Workman and

MeGill,

sSmith, Redpath, and the band whose

lesser aid”
is hardly good even as a catalogue, for
the benefactors are arranged in no
kind of order, alphabetic or otherwise.
It is not poetry. Action reminds one
somewhat of Tennyson., and I would
remind the bard that he must make
rapid strides if he wants to fill the
Laureate’s vacant place.

The Smithsonian Institution sends me
Mr, J. €. Pilling’s Bibliography of the
Algonguian  Luapguages. i wonderful
compilation ©i over 600 large oclavo
puges and 82 facsimiles of old title
pages. Mr. Pilling ercdits the Talker
with seven ;:mrios_, one being the Adffili-
ation of the Algonquin Languages,
waich has become so scarce that the
only copy scen by him was in the fam-
ous collection of the late Mr. Shea of
New York. Many names of Canadians
are found in the Bibliography. One of
the chief is the Abbe Cuoq of the Semin-
ary of St. Salpice.  Another is Professor
AL I Chamberlain, Ph. D, of Clark
University, whose monvgraph on The
Languages of the Mississagas of Skugo
is a valuable pivee of original research.
filling 1 gap which a few vears might
have left vacant for ever., It has been
preparved with greal care and reflects
credit upon its learned and enterpris-
ing author. It is an Sve brochure of
That well known Canadian
writer, the Rev, Dr. George Patterson

N opages,
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of New Glasgow, leaves me in his debt
for The Beothiks or Red Indians of New-
foundland, now extinet. This mono-
graph of about 50 large 4to pages
and four pages of illustrative plates was
subwmitted to the Royal Society of Can-
ada last year., It is an exhaustive study
of the Beothiks, written in the author's
lueid style, containing a great amount
of matter culled from all available sour-
c¢es, and sufficiently popular to be of
gennine interest to the general reader,
Messrs, Drysdale & Co. of Montreal sup-
ply copies of this paper for 30 cents,
Those who are anxious tu know some-
thing of the New Hebrides. where our
devoted missionaries are
should

labouring,
see the Sydney Mail or New
South Wales Advertiser of Mareh 12th,
This great iustrated paper of 53 large
four columned pages contains an e¢thn-
ological study of the New Hebrideans
by J. H. L. illustrated with several
engravings, mostly of very respectable
looking native he;ds, and furnishes the
welcome information that Dr. John
Fraser of Randwick is writing up the
Folk Lore of this remarkable people,
Finally 4he Ilustrated American of
April and May contains an illustrated
article on Relies of the Mound Builders,
and the story of the Progress of the
IHustrated American’s expedition to ex-
plore the Pueblos in New Mexico. with
maps, plans, and sketehes, The latter
article is headed In Search of a Tost
Race.

Have I been reading any light lites.
fuure during the summer? Of course
[ have, China’s Miltions, and The Christ.

isn at Work. and Records, arl the

Sunday Magazine, and heaps of things
I can’t remember, that the northern
scttlers arve gloating over now, as they
are over the remains of my flowers,
fruits and vegetables, perhaps over the
furniture too for all that I know. I
wish my friends, the students, especi-
ally to understand that I don’t go north
to read light literature, but to super-
intend my gardener, to clear
underbrush, to entertain my

away
friends,
maay of them students and ministers,
«J mention the most important first,)
to correct proof and answer corres-
pondents, and to preach every Sunday,
and travel semi-occasionally many miles
by water to administer the sacraments.
$till 1 do read light literature in the
Summer. People want a story. not too
short, nct too long,
pamby, to read aloud,

not too namby
A lady who was
a good reader, sut on the verandah with
i book in her hand., lobert l.ouis
Stevenson’s Merry Men of and
She did not read the
Merry Men of Aros nor Thrawn Junet,
uor any other of Stevenson’s horribles,
but she did read Will of the Milll and
The Treasure of Franchard, and. if you

Aros

other aaies,

have not read thenr, get some pleasant
voiced woman, or, in default, a sympa-
thetic man to read them to you. Then,
there is J. M. Barrie's Little Minister
who was brguiled by, but who at the
same time madde U conquest,
Egyptian,

of the
You can read The Window
in Thrums too, if you like. DBut, if you
auve about you one who S:l.\".\' > The
dps that have tourhed tobaceo shall
never touch mine,”™ you had better not

read Barrie’s My Lady Nicotine,  Still,
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it really is amusing, and you might
make ‘believe that you are disgusted
with the whole thing for the fun of
What about Kipling, and
his father, mother, sisters, brothers and

hearing it.

aunts, who have gone into literature
on the strength of his fame? People
who know, and whom I have heard of,
wlio have been at Simla and elsewhere,
say that Rudyard must have fallen in
with o very DBohemian lot, for
society in these places is by no means
what he depiets it. It would be sad
indeed if it were, The Light That Failed
is a strong book, too strong for most
respectable nerves, and, while heroic in
a heathen sense, without an ounce of
Christianity. The Barrack Room and
other Ballads are full of profanity, yet
many teach an economic and a moral
lesson, I admire TFuzzy Wuzzy in his
home in  the Soudan,
Atkins :

zood

and Tommy

 It’s Tommy this, and Tommy that,
and Tommy how’s your soul?

But it's thin red line of heroes when
the drums begin to roll.”

The Qunt is good, and the Road to
Mandalay carries you right off into a
song, a plaintive Lotus eater's song.

Tomlinson is awful, yet there are lots
of Tomlinsons, cowardly wretches,
neither brave enough nor {it enough
for either heaven or bell. The world
is full of Tomlinsons, and there are
not a few in the Chureh. What is to
be done with them? Wipe them out,
I think.

By the bye, a writer in the Mont-
real Gazette gives Mr. Horatio Hale
the credit of comparing the Basque with
before
anyhody else. The
first 1o do so was M. Julien Vinson,
The
erician soil was the Talker. whose papers
on the subject, in the Procecdings of
the Natural History Sociely of Mont-
real. were thought so absurd by the

the Huron-Iroquois languages

This is a mistake.
on Am-

professor in Paris. first

ignorant men of that day that he was
no longer asked to contribute to the
same., Perhaps. Mr. Hale got his in-
spiration from those absurd papers. If
1 did not know Basque a hundred times
Letter than some men who prate so
mucl about it, hold both
tongue and pen on the subjeet for ever.
It is time to stop. for: .

I would

Tor children you should never let
Your angry passions rise.




