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"Every man that striveth for Ike mast^y is tem-
perate in all things."

1st Cor. 9: 25.

Complaint is being made from .."ous quar-
ters that a good deal of indifference seems to existm regard to the vote on the Cntario Liquor Act
which IS to be submitted to the electors on
December 4th, and th -t it is hard vork to stir up
enthusiasm on the subject. If this be so, it is
fitting to ask what are some of the reasons for
comparative apathy on a matter which, from
whatever standpoint it is viewed, ought to be of
some interest to the whole body of the people.

It would be possible, of course, to explain
the whole thing by saying that the depraved human
heart is never easily stirred to genuine activfty on
moral questions. God knows that we often pay
more attention to concerns of relatively trifling
importance than we do to the great problems of
life. There is always need of voices to remind us
of our highest obligations, and to wake to exercise
our noblest faculties. But on this particular mat-
ter of temperance, I think it may be contended
that Canadian sentiment is fairly well advanced
Indeed, from time to time, we have given so mucii
thought to the subject, as, perhaps, to neglect
other reforms which, to say the least, are equally
essential to the social welfare. And some, in all
honesty of purpose, I have no doubt, have tried
to establish an ethical dividing-line, with all the
sheep on the side of prohibition, and all the goats
opposed to it.



lT.)m one point of view, the Act wiiich is
shortly to bo voted on by the electorate may be re-
Kurdecl as a political manifesto, and this mav help
to cool eiitliusiasm in some cases. There are'parti-
zans so slronff in their prejudice ajjainst everv-
thmjj which comes from the other side that they
will ilways assume an attitude of more or less
open hostility. .\nd there arc others, not blindly
committed to the support of any parly, who look
with a certain measure of distrust upon the deeds
ol politicians, and "fear the Greeks even though .

bc.iriHK S'iis. This may b,> an unfortunate slate
ot a fairs for which public men cannot be held as
wholly responsible. Vet it is sometimes dillicult
to tell whether ;i measure looking,' towards any
reform comes to ;he birth from hiyh moral con-
siderations, or simply at the dictates of mere
political expediency. Instances are not unknown
ol a considerable divergence between pre-election
promises and post-election performances. And
therefore, you cannot wonder that many person.s
not quite msane, are not prepared to view a poli-
tical deliverance in the same lii,'ht as an oracle
Ironi heaven. It is one thing to oppose popular
sentiment in the interests of a high cause, and
quite another to wait and see which way the wind
blows before trimming the sails to catch il.

And then, again, assuming that the present
Act, though not beyond criticism, is on the whole
an excellent one, a good nany who are interested
in the cause of temperance doubt whether there is
a reasonable prospect of enforcing it. On this
point, past experience has not been particularly
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reassurmg. 0„ ,he principle of choosin;; ,|,e
least o two cv.Is, the Scotl Act and others ofkindred nature have hcen in .several cases repealed
because ,t was found that their constant vioh,tion
led to K'realer evils than under a svsten, of licenses
Every tair observer is ohli^^cd to admit that', so
far, at least, local prohibition has not succeeded
in prohibmnfT, ,.„,j , hat some of the most p.ahelic
types ot drunkenness are .0 he seen in districts
Where the sale of liquor is ille^jal.

Of course, the fact that laws are broken isno sufticient ar^^ument in itself for ke.pl,,,. ,he,n
out o the statute-book. The verv existence of
(ormal laws presupposes an impeilect stale ofthm^'s, and they would be no lon-er needed ifeveryone knew how to use his liberty. I!ul whilelaws may be broken in some cases, i't is quite clear
that the great bulk of public sentiment must be in
their favour or they could never be enforced at allhor example, the opinion that theft is a crime isgeneral amongst us

; and while some men stealm such awkward ways as to come under the clutch
ot the law, most people think that thev deserve
whatever punishment is administered 'to themNow, if something like the same opinion exists inregard to the saie or consumption of intoxicatin-
liquors, there will be little dillkukv in enforcini^
the most stringent laws. But, if i't does not en"-
forcement w.li be impossible

; and a law con-
stantly and flagrantly ignored is worse than nolaw at all. It remains to be seen what is the realstrength of Canadian feeling on this subiect • butm the meantime, any doubt in regard to it' may



restrain the ardour of some of the very personswho most desire to see sobriety prevail amonest us.And then, again, there are divergent viewson the precise scope of legislation on this matter.Of course there are those who have obvious
reasons for resisting the passage of this Act orany other like it. But many whose own temper-
ance cannot be called in question, and who areeager to serve the best interests of their fellows
are not inclined to put undue emphasis on legal
enactments. Everyone is agreed that legislation
cannot cover the whole field of iniquity. A manmay have a legal right to do what is morallywrong provided he inflicts no injury on others ofwhich legal cognisance can be taken. We can-
not legislate men out of atheism or avarice or
hypocrisy Distinction must be made between
crime and vice, and while we trust to the machin-
ery of the State to check the one, we have to look
in other directions for the overthrow of the other.This ,s a world of moral trial, no matter whereyou live, or under what conditions ; and thereforewe must allow without prejudice any fair debate
as to the function of law in the premises. Somewi think that Its interference should be almost
unlimited. Others will think that since legX
tion IS not intended to put an end to the heroism
ot personal discipline, it should be exercised with
a wise moderation, and only when there is a
direct menace to the general safety. Now. what-
ever we may think, let us at least be fair enougl.
to acknowledge that those who diflFer from us may
be as honest and sincere as we are.
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It seems to me that more charity and less
denunciation is needed in dealing with this subject.
1 wish to enter a protest against the wholesale
abuse of the advocates of total abstinance and
prohibition by those who take another view No
doubt there are intemperate men among the
Champions of temperance, but one gets tired of
hearing that said so often. No doubt there are
fanatics among them, but so there are everywhere.
1 he worth of a cause is to be estimated not by the
worst but by the best exponents of it ; and it will
be at once more rational and more Christian to
^ive up the cheap and easy habit of adverse critic-
ism, and try to find out the elements of permanent
value in the work of every man.

On the other hand, I think there is some
room for the growth of charity on the side of pro-
hibitionists and total abstainers. The fact that
one never drank a glass of wine in all his life
scarcely entitles him to harsh judgments upon
those who have. If he thinks it a sin, he ought
to abstain. If he discovers a tendency to excess
in that direction, he ought to abstain. If his free-dom hurts a weaker brother, he ought to abstain.
«ut he has no -ight to make his conscience a rule
tor everybody, nor to refuse alliance with those
who, while differi'.g from him in some particularsmay be just as true exponents of temperance as
he IS, and just as eager to stamp out the ruinous
ettects of intemperance from our beloved land

Desiring as I do to bring this whole matter
before you in a frank and straight-forward way,
and believing that the cause of truth is never
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and enforce everywhere the principles of that
blessed Gospel which is able to make us wise unto
salvation. I earnestly appeal to each one of you,
and especially to young men, to learn the grandeur
of self-control, for that is the real meaning of the
word ' 'temperance. " Companions, social usages,
liquor sellers, may have their share of blame if
you depart from the paths of sobriety. But, after
all, you are mainly responsible for keeping in sub-
jection your baser appetites. No laws of any
kind will remove from earth the stern need of
personal discipline. Even if we close the saloons,
we shall have to see to it that fashionable customs
have less "whiskey and soda" in them, and that
not only men but women are delivered from the
awful perils of social debauchery. The poor
drunkard is the last result of a course of gradual
degradation. He is not made all at once He
does not dream of ever going to excess when he
begins his dalliance with the intoxicating bowl.
Little by little the appetite grows, the will is en-
feebled, the conscience is depraved, the finer am-
bitions overthrown, until alas ! alas ! he is led
captive by the devil at his will.

O how shall this be cured, this deep-seated
weakness in presence of which human laws have
proved their insufficiency? Outward restraints
ma> be of some service. The wise physician may
find something to do. The patient friend may
bring his stores of counsel and sympathy. But if
we want to triumph over all that is evil, we must
seek the aid of the Strong One, wV 3 alone is able
to subjugate our lower passions so that they shall



not have dominion over us. It is the mission of
the Lord Christ not only to make us "safe" in
the future, but to teach us how to live soberly,
righteously, and godly in this present world.
Whoever else has left us, He remains. Whoever
else has lost hope. He still believes to the utter-
most. Whoever else has ceased to care. His love
endures forever. Because He answers the cry of
the groaning spirit, and unites our human need
to His Divine sufficiency, therefore He is the
supreme Deliverer from the vice ot intemperance
and every other kind of evil, translating us out of
the bondage of sin into the glorious freedom of
the children of God.

TAYLOR ft CLARKE PRINT.




