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TIIE YEAR’S WORK.

The summary of statistics, 1860, published in our last number, presents a
bird’s eye view of resuits achieved through the prayers, contributions, and
toils of the churches during 1859-60. These figures are very suggestive.
The fact that they record the past awakens thought. Are there not twelve
hours in the day? The life of an individual worker is asa day. A year
embraces a considerable portion of the allotted working time. Work while it
is day, the night cometh when no man can work. The shadow on the sun-
dial of life has advanced considerably, while these issues have been developed.
The work of pastors, deacons, and all the members, passes in review betore
the Master’s eye, who says, “I know thy works.” We are not disposed to
judge uncharitably of the work of others, nor to utter harsh opinions where
the expression of our conviction, that a vast amount of faithful work has been
performed, is far more in keeping with the circumstances. The impression,
however, made on us when we first heard the statistics read af the public
meeting of the Union was, that progress to the extent that should satisfy
us had not been made. We confess to a solemn conviction stealing over us
that we must feel more, pray more, work more for the salvation of souls.
erhaps, too, a fecling of hopclessness for the future started into being, if so,
it was modified considerably by the remarks of the Missionary Secretary at
the prayer-meeting on the following morning, who, from an extensive corres-
;pondence with the ministers and churches, could testify that the churches
generally were in a hopeful state—that a desire for the outpouring of the
pirit of (tod was strongly felt—and that prayer abounded for the realization
of that blessing. The promise of a faithful God may well dispel every fear.
o thank God aud take courage is our duty. Statistics are valuable, yet the
results of faithful labour in the cause of Christ cannot, in all their aspects, be
resented by them. Ounly on that day when every secret thing shall be re-
vealed, will the account be perfect and the reward full. There is also a kind
of labour which does not tell largely on statistical tables, and a state of pre-
paration of which they can make no mention. A church pumerically large
ay lack the vital element, while a few faithful ones may be undergoing the
rocess of preparatory training, prior to the achievement of mighty results.
ideon’s host was reduced, rather than multiplied, before vietory.
We hold it to be a legitimate influence of the review of a year’s work, that
& stimulates the soul to holy diligence, and zeal for future effrt. The fact
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that so much is yet to be done, is like a trumpet call rousing to action. If
already success has smiled on the field and harvest sheaves are gathered, the
same blessing may be hopefully expected again ; or if defects in modes of
action have prevented the ripening of the fruit, let these be set aside. The
ancient Romans did not scorn to learn in war even from barbarian foes; foil-
ed by the enemy’s use of a superior weapon, their policy led to its adoption
by thewselves before their next encounter. I'rue, the encrgy by which the
human heart is conquered is divine ; the weapons employed are of heavenly
temper, nevertheless our method of handling the word of God may lack skill
and power. The question then comes up, can we improve so as to attain to
greater results ? Under the eye of our glorious Leader, are we prepared for
av advance? Speak unto the house of Isracl that they go forward has a
meaning now. Our circumstances, our country, and our times require us to
cherish the noble ambition of being the instruments of doing much good in
the land. Now faithfulness to the congregations we have, is one of the best
means to increase those congregations. In doing this,

1st. Letus aim at increasing the power of the pulpit.—The solemn, earnest
and powerful address of the retiring chairman of the Union, which we had
the pleasure of publishing in our July number, is worthy of deep thought.
The importance of preaching must be more or less present to the thoughts
of every minister ; may there not be an increasing excellence, a growing une-
tion attained by the brethren? Can it be wrong to cherish a holy cnthusiasm
in the work ? The aim being to secure the salvation of men, every minister
may well bend the energies of his whole soul, to attain eminence in that which
is the appointed means of God, to save them that believe. Growth in mini-
sterial and pulpit power is surely the natural order, and not the mere preser-
vation of a respectable ministerial stature. To be satisfied with alow standurd,
when the page of history shines with the bright esxamples of bygone times,
would prove disastrous and dishonourable. There were piants in the carth in
those days—giants in theology, and glorious reapers in the harvest field. To
emulate their deeds is not sin: ¢ covet earnestly the best gifts.”” Let usin
every sermon have an aim—unot to bewilder the pecple, not to mystify their
minds by metaphysical abstractions, not to dazzle with the glitter and cccen-
tricities of style—but to set forth truth from a heart burning with love for
s?]ul?, with affection, with simplicity, and with power, to convince and convert
the lost.

Our dear people, also, can improve the minister’s sermons, and in that way
add much to the fruithfulness of every year’s work. Their manner of treating
a pastor by a kind, just, and generous provision for his temporal necessities,
so long as preachers are men and not angels, must have considerable weight
inimproving the character of the engagements in the  city of our solemnities.”
The kind of hearing given to a minister bas no small influence, how often does
the glowing eye and the earnest look, show that the hearer is drinking deeply
of the waters of life. 'We make no apology for sleepy preachers, but a dull,
sleepy, inattentive audience can hardly look for good sermons. It does good
to see a reverential ear turned to the word of God. In fact, an intelligent
hearer showing that he respects what is said, is a power in a congregation.
It is easy to kill a sermon. Unthinking remarks ov ill-natured criticisms not
unfrequently destroy impressions. We have sometimes wondered in christian
households, at the injudicious remarks that have been made on a sermon just
delivered. The influence of such a style of talk on the young in a family, is
damaging to their best interests. Parents are disappointed when their chil-
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dren grow up without decision for Christ, and may never suspect that they are
themselves blame-worthy, in having through this process destroyed the blade,
which wauld have become the car, and ultimately the full corn in the ear. At
tention ought also to be given, especially after sermons decply impressive, to
the manner of leaving the house of prayer. When the sced is sown, then
cometh the wicked one and catcheth away the word.  Carc must be taken lest
he succeed. Silent withdrawal has been recommended by sume eminent
miunisters.  These hints we make, with a view of adding to the efficicncy of
the word preached, and to sccure blessed returns every succeeding summing
up of the year's work.

2nd. Employ prayer to the utmost.—This is a radical point. The cye
must be.up to God.  The work to be done is far beyond unaided human in-
strumentality.  Whoissufficient for these things?  Qursufficieney is of God.
The expression of our fiith in this is given by working prayerfully. Let the
spirit of prayer increase, and the power of prayer will be felt. A whole
brotherlood filled with the spirit of grace and of supplication becomes a seurce
of blessing to a neighbourhood.  Thus, the genial showers of refreshment de-
scend on the dry parehed ground. A minister’s power dwells much in prayer.
He that neglects to plough in the closet fails to reap in the pulpit. A discourse
is always improved by being prayed over before God, previous to its delivery
to men. The power of every effort put forth by a church is intensified by
“continuing instant in prayer.”” The Pentecostal shower was closely eon-
neeted with persevering supplications,—¢ these all continued with one accord
in prayer and sapplication.” The agreement of a church to rcmember
specially, and at a simultaneous time every day, the interests of the cause of
Christ, at the throne of grace, could not fail to produce hallowed effects.
Even the utterance—¢ Thy kingdom come,” from the full hearts of a mem-
bership every day at the stated season, would amazingly quicken their inteiest
in each other, and strengthen the love that binds them in one to Christ.
Then too, individuals may accomplish much for Christ in winuning souls te
Him, through prayer. The statement of a minister at the Congregational
Union Meecting in Toronto, 1859—that he was in the habit of making the
families in his congregation separately in succession every week special objects
of prayer, and zccompanying this with effort on their behalf, appeared to us
a remarkably good plan.  That it is cffectual we know. Inshort, whatever
may be the particular manner of its developewent, the thing itself must exist
in strong and lively exereise before the flock is multiplied, as the holy flock,
as the flock of Jeruszlem in her solemn feasts :—¢ Thus saith the Lord God,
I will yet for this be enquired of by the house of Israel, to do it for them.”

3rd. Letmuinal co-operation be in full play—The saying “united we
conquer, divided we fall,”” has a strong confirmation in the working of a Con-
gregational Church. The unity of the spirit is to be kept in the bond of
peace. All things are to be done without murmurings and disputings, that
we may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God without rebuke, in the
midst of a crooked and perverse nation, and thus shine as lights in the world.
The power of Christian love is ever felt where rightly exhibited. What a
wide field for the illustration of love esists, when with one heart and soul,
and as with one hand a people strive to build up the cause of the Redecmer.
When there are no drones in the hive—when there are no dead weights on
the machinery of a church—when every brother and every sister recoguises
the sacred oblication to work harmoniously in the vineyard, then the vintage
is gathered. The wall of Jerusalew was rebuilt when every man wrought



36 ¢ CONGREGATIONALISM.”

on the wall opposite his own house; this has its lesson, earnest co-operation
with the people of God, and individual teil among vur neighbours and in our
own homes will redound to the glory of God in the salvation of men. Allat it,
and always at it, will secure during this year’s work, and all the years that it
shall please God to bid us toil, an abundant blessing. Now is the time to
‘work, as hag been said—

“ It is no tame or vulgar age in which we live. It is an age of the great, and
the bold, and the decisive, buth spiritually and politically. Let us rejoice that
our lot has been cast in times when we can do and dare; when we can acquit
ourselves like men ; when there is no need for making work ; but when we find
it ready made to our hands, when we do not require to seek fields of labour or peril,
but when they come and press their claims on us, a thousand in a day. Kach
man, then, to his post; each lahourer to his work ; each reaper to his furrow ;
each soldier to his ranks; each watchman to his tower. With light but
solemn hearts ; with free buat fervent spirits; as men whom grace has bought and
blood has washed, and love has pardaned, Jet us go furth in the fullness of our
thankful joy to do the work of God, and to win the erown of righteousness.”

“ CONGREGATIONALISM.”

Such is the heading with which the Christ/an Guardian of the 25th July,
commences an article professedly in reply to the speeches of Rev. F. II. Mar-
ling, and Dr. Lillic on the University question. OQur purpose at present is
not to enter on the important points in discussion on this subjeet of debate,
but to offer some remarks on the mode of controversyadopted in this particular
instance. The University question is one thing, the character of Congrega-
tionalism is another. Our tastes do not guide us into the arena of strife, yet
when an unjust and ungenerous attack on a christian denomination is made
by a paper which in the same issue says, ¢ we will always rejoice in anything
that helps to improve and extend the communion of saints,” we feel bound
to lift an indignant protest against such an unprovoked assault, more especially
as we are set for the defence of what is to us the liberty which we have in
Chrisy Jesus. We do not value our Congregationalism at such a small rate
as to be ashamed of it, nor do we feel that it would be proper to pass in
silence observations of the nature of those referred to. That our readers
may judge for themselves, we insert the words of our contemporary.

 The intellectual and moral soil of Canada is not congenial to Congregational-
ism. In Upper Canada it is one of the youngest and smallest of our religious
bodies. It bore no part of the burden and heat of the day in the early religious
instruction of the country. In the privations, toils, and hardships of ministering
to the religious wants of tlie country in its infancy, weakness, and destitution,
Congregationalism had no share. {ts first Church in Toronto dates no farther
back than 1837 ; and its members throughout Upper Canada numbered, according
to the census of 1852, cnly 7,000 ; and these were, of course, chiefly those who
had been congregationalists, before they ecame to Canada, and their families.
There is nothing agaressive in the system of Congregationalism, especially in a
new country ; and its members appear to have declined in the United States one
‘hundred thousand during the last hundred years. Though Congregationalism can-
not be called a system, as it is composed of a series of isolated units, or indepen-
dent republics, each one differing in many things from auother ; yet it has always
included some ministers of ability and learning. Its orgavization and strength
are indeed based upon these, wherever ic has any considerable existence. It is
the minister that makes the Church : and where he is able and active, he gathers
a considerable flock aronnd him. But apart from cities, towns, and villages where
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congregations can be formed to support a minister, throughout the length and
breadth of the land, what has Cengregationalism done, and what iy it doing, for
Upper Canada ?

« It was certainly not from such a source that the Methodist Conference and
prople of Canada would expect to receive lectures on civil and religious rights
and liberty which they themselves had fought for and obtaiced for their
country before Congregationalism had an existence in it. Yet so it is; since we
find that at a late union meeting of Congregational ministers in Moutreal, the
University Question was taken into consideration, resclutions adopted, and the
Rev. ¥. H. Marling, and the Rov. Dr. Lillie, {both of Toronto) delivered speeches,
which are published at length in a Supplement to the Montreal Witness, who has

ublished not a line of the speeches which have been delivered in defence of the
Vesleyan Church, but who modestly wishes us tolay the speeches of Mr, Marling
and Dr. Lillie betore our readers !

“ Congregationalism has always been intensely political, and where it had the
power, most intolerant. The party rabidness of what are called the ¢ political
dissenters’ in England, is proverbial. In the time of Cromwell, the intolerance
of Cungregationalism rivalled that of High Churchism under Laud ; and in Mas-
sachusetts, none but members of the Congregational churches were allowed the
elective franchise, much less to hold office of any kind, during the first seventy
years of that Puritan commonwealth,—not until that intolerance was abolished,
and the rights of citizenship given to Episcopalians, Preshyterians, Baptists, &e.,
by royal proclamation of William and Mary, after the Revolution in England, in
1688. Nothiug can exceed the liberal professions of Congregationalism in its
weakness and on its first introduction into any place, or its intolerance when it
has gained ascendancy and strength. Its hatred to Methodism is inveterate, and
manifests itself on every opportune occasion. Congregationalism, through its
newspapers, periodicals, and many of its ministers, was the most active instru-
mentality in exciting disaffection and dissension in the agitations which have at
different times afilicted the Wesleyan body in England,—especially during the
last ten years, In Canada, the Montreal Wilness after having obtained adwmit-
tance into many a Wesleyan family under the most plausible and liberal profes-
sions, has lost no opportunity in striving to injure Methodism by coining or in-
serting dircet or indirect attacks upon the polity, or Conference, or constitution, or
prominent Ministers of the Church. It is the characteristic of Methodism from the
beginzing, and of the Wesleyan body throughout the world, that they have never
invoked the civil power to persecute or proscribe any other religious body, and have
never asked anything for themselves from the Legislature of any country which they
have not sought upon the grounds of equal justice to all others upon equal terms.
They have been the pioneers of equal civil and religious rights in Upper Canada;
and upon no other ground have they proceeded, or do they stand in the University
question, Yet the Montreal Witness has asserted the reverse in every form, and
employed all sortsof insinuations and inuendoes, and inserted all kinds of extracts
and communications impugning the motives as well as proceedings of the Wes-
leyan ministers and body in their efforts to obtain a truly provincial University,
including all the colleges of the country, and based upon the principles of equal
rights to all those colleges. But tho secret of all these imputations by the Pit-
ness, and the pretended non-sectarian zeal of Congregationalism for the Toronto
College monopoly, is that sectarian Congregationalism itself is reaping a golden
harve:if from this monopoly, as will appear before the conclusion of our present
remarks,

*“ We are quite aware, and we gladly state the fact, that there are individual
ministers aud members of the Congregational churches who are men of enlarged
views and Catholic spirit, and who are an honor and blessing to any country;
but these exceptions rather confirm the fact of the narrow, sectarian spirit which
has characterized the councils and operations of Congregationalism wherever it
has acquired strength enough to stand alone, and especially where it has been
able to wield the power of the State.”

Personalities in discussion we abominate. Nor can we form a favourable
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opinion of a warfare carried on by misrepresenting a large, consistent, and
evangelical denomination. Tn this case, in our view, there was an absence of
all that would naturally proveke indigpation; there was no call fur such »
display of supercilicusness.  The speeches of Mr. Marling and Dr. Lillie,
considering their stand point, were decidedly temperate in spirit, and strik-
ingly distinguished by what is becoming in gentlemen and christians.

A subjeet in debate ought to turn on its own merits. To raise side issues
by no means facilitates the discovery of truth. Charging an evil or a selfish
design on the advocates of an opposite opinion to our own, may excite preju-
dice in ungenerous minds, but the candid and intelligent remain unconvinced.
The merits of a question we have always thought, are determined by the facts
and principles involved in it. Kven an enemy may hold a true idea, and
urge 2 valid objection. To attribute motives to speakers, which they them-
selves would indigunantly disclaim, and of which they could not fairly be con-
victed, does not convert truth into falsehood, no: wisdom to foolishness. The
admonition, ¢ judge not, that ye be not judged,” warns us to avoid the im-
putaticn of unrighteous motives. The adoption of such a course involves the
risk of slandering our neighbour. Of an individual it may be said, “he is a
Nazarine, but he may be bora in Bethlehem notwithstanding.” Unfair re-
presentations are not necessarily true.

The discussion of the several allegations of vur contemporary, is especially
distasteful to us in a time like the present, when there exists a wide spread
desire for more union among Christians of different bodies; awd the news of
revival has often cheered us, associated as it has been with so much of the
genial spirit of Christian love. I'bat union, however, is not worth having
which is based on false principles. There must be a hearty appreciation of
character, while there is mutual charity for differences of opinion. To our
mind, such articles as that in the Christian Guardian to which we advert,
cut up Christian union among different denominations by the root.

On some of the points advanced against Congregationalism by this paper,
¢ published under the direction of the Methodist Church in Canada,” we have 2
few remarks to make. “That the intellectual and moral soil of Canada is not
congenial to Congregationalism ”” remains in our opinion yet to be proved;
being ¢ one of the youngest” of the religious bodies, it ought not, in pity to
its tender age, io be crushed uunder foot. Need we remind a body whose
history affords many evidences of the fact, that the most unpromising spots
have through persevering toil yielded most glorious fruits. Congregationalists
do not despair of accomplishing some good in the elevation and salvation of
men in Canada. A soil pre-necupied is not on that account unfit for anether
and diverse crop, though we admit the advantage of pre-occupancy.

But the Christian Guardian says, “ there is nothing aggressive in the sys-
tem of Congregationalism, especially in a new country; and its members appear
to have declined in the United States one hundred thousand during the last
hundred years.” If by asserting that ¢ there is nothing aggressive in the
system of Congregationalism ” it is meant, that there is no missionary spirit
narsed, loved and developed by Congregationalism, we utterly repudiate the
charge.

On the foreign missionary field some of the brightest and most self-denying
labourers, as well as the most successful, have been and are Congregationalists.
An enumeration which we have met with of the proportion of Missionaries to
the heathen from all Protestant bodies, according to the number of the mem-
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bers in their churches, showed that the Moravian brethren stood first in that
noble position, while the Congregationalist cume second : the calculation was
based on the idea of one Missionary for so many members. Even in Canada
¢ apart from cities, towns, and villages,” Congregationalists can poiat to grow-
ing churches, centres of light in their several localities, so that it need not be
asked, ¢ what has Congregationalism done, and what is it doing for Upper
Canada?’ The statement that ¢its members appear to have declined in
the United States onc hundred thousand during the last hundred years,” is
one of the most estraordinary we have ever met with in ccclesiastical statis-
ties. We should like to know the authority on which itis made. The United
States had no existence a hundred years ugo; but of the colonies of Britain
in America, the population was then too small to allow the supposition that
such an enormous Congregational membership existed.

Keeping in mind that the membership of such Churches has always been
proverbially select (for purity of communion is one of our princinles), we fail
to believe that the statement made in the Christian Guardian is correct.

We can fortunately, give our readers a few particulars illustrative of this
point. On the 28rd of April, 1760, Rev. Ezra Stiles, D.D., subsequently
President of Yale College, but then Pastor of the Second Congregational
Church in Newport, R. L., preached a sermon before a convention of Congre-
gational Ministers of that colony, assembled at Bristol, wherein he states—
¢ The present state of our denomination, as to numbers, for the year 1760, is
nearly this: in Massachusetts” (Maine was then a part of Massachusetts, and
Vermont had no existence) “are about 800 Congregational churches; in
‘Connecticut, 170; in New Hampshire, 43 ; which, with those in this colony
(Bhode Island), form a body of about 530 churches.” What an immense
membership these 530 churches must have had, to admit of one hundred
thousand members over and beyond the two or three hundred thousand now
forming the membership of the churches! The Congregational Quarterly
for January, 1860, gives the following statistics : “In 1858, as printed (cor-
rected) January 1, 1859, there were 2,555 churches; in 1859, 2,676
churches,—in neither case including those not reported by Associations, or
those connected with Presbyteries. In 1858, tkere were 239,586 members ;
in 1859, 257,634. In Sabbath Scheols, in 1858, so far as reported, 162,815;
in 1859, 200,441.

As to the age of churches, 89 were organized previous to 1700. In 1700
and prior to 1800, 617. Since (including 1800), 1,970. Withir the last
ten years, 403, without including Ohio, Michigan, New Brunswick, Nova
Scotia, or Jamaica, none of which report the years of organization.” Our
readers can draw their own conclusion from these data. There are new
countries in which the aggressiveness of the system has been displayed : in
Illinois and Wisconsin, the almost spontaneous springing up of hundreds of
Congregational churches attests the vitality of the system. But we have
something further to say in favour of the system in which ¢ there is nothing
aggressive.” In a debate in the English Methodist Conference of 1859, the
Rev. W. Arthur said—

“Iam indebted to my friend, Mr. Osborn, for statistics of a startling character.
In our ten Conference towns we added about thirty per cent. to the number of
our ministers—we had ninety at the former period, from the year 1834 to 1837—
about 124 now. What is the result? We have there twelve thousand less Metho-
dists now than we had then ; thirty-three more ministers ; twelve thousand fewer mem-
bers! I know the effects of divisions. (* Hear, hear,’ and sensation.) I make
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allowance for that. But mark the progress of the Independent denomination in
London alone. Between 1840 and 1857, o period less by six years than the one
included above, their chapels increased from 88 fo 171, or about doubled. I need
not mention the growth of the Kstablished Church in lurgo towns, for we all
know that it has been beyond all proportion to our own.”

Such are the results of a system in which ¢ there ig nothing agavessive,”
in the very centres of the wealth, intelligence and power of the British
empire.

The charges against the Montreal Witness we fecl can be fairly met by
that well conducted and liberal newspaper, while we must express our convie-
tion that no unprejudiced reader would charge it with departing from the
general principles on which it is conducted, to give undue prominence to the
movewents of Congregationalists.

We might largely enter on a defence to rebut the grave imputations
against Congregationalism as “intensely political”’—“most intolerant”—
making ¢ liberal professions in its weakness, &e.,” but ¢intolerant when it
has gained ascendancy.” ¢ Its hatred to Methodism is inveterate;” but we
forbear at present ; yet certainly we have greatly mistaken the nature ot the
intellectual and moral soil of Canada, if the people of Canada do not meet
such statements with the scorn they meri . To assert of a hody of godly
men, that their zeal is ¢ pretended,” may suit the arena of party politics, but
it is unworthy of such as profess godliness. As to ¢ the narrow, sectarian
spirit which has characterized the councils and operations of Congregationalism
wherever it has acquired strength to stand alone, and especially where it has
been able to wield the power of the State;”’ we coafess ignorance of a
Congregationalism that cannot stand alone—assuredly it stands not on clergy
reserves, nor on applications to the State purse to sustain its denominational
necessities~—our Congregationalism is unconnected with political relations,
and is distinet from political power.

The Congregational Union in its artlessness, assembled with the impression
that this is a land of free thought and honourable discussion, in which under
the sceptre of our beloved Queen, all classes have a right to express their
views, so long as it is done peacefully and hounourably; but ¢it was
certainly not from such a source that the Methodist Conference and people
of Canada would expect to receive lectures on civil and religious rights and
liberty, which they themselves had fought for and obtained for their country
before Congregationalism had an existence in it.” !!! Why not? The
liberiies of our glorious British Constitution were sccured by the toil and
blood of true-hearted sons of freedom. In the van of that army, and in the
front of that battle, fought and triumphed our Puritan and non-conforming
forefathers. We value the utterance of MiLTON, one of those ancestors:
# The liberty to know, and to argue freely, according to the dictates of con-
science, I prize above all liberties.”

HOW EARLY MAY WE LOOK FOR TIIE BAPTISM OF THE IIOLY
SPIRIT UPON OUR OFFSPRING ?

In the matter of covenant blessings on our offspring, there is a great
amount of legality among ws. As parents, we arc too ready to regard this
covenant in the light of the Old Testament economy, even where its New
Testament spirit, zad value are fully acknowledged. In other words, while
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we assert that Abraham and his seed possessed in this covenant a charter of
Christian privileges and blessings, we are prone to regard these rights as
continued to our children on Zegal terms, viz., the duteous discharge of every
parcntal obligation.

Qur own salvation we do not hesitate to aseribe to the sovereign grace of
God, whose effectual operation on our hearts has caused us to differ from the
unbelieving maltitude ; but our children’s salvation we are too prone .
regard ns contingent, so far as the covenant is concerned, on our diligen ce
and fidelity. There is an important truth here; but as reccived by many, it
is very much distorted and misapplied. As well might we attribute our own
conversion and sanctification primarily to our own and other human agencies,
as restrict our hopes of the renewal and salvation of our children, to parcutal
agencies.

Let us consider what difference, if any, exists between the infant and the
adult, as subjects of divine renewal.

If we confine ourselves to the instruments of divine operation, the diffe-
rence is so great as to render the infant as yet wholly incapable of being
born again.  An @nfunt is a child that has not yet attained moral conscious-
ness. But eannot God regencrate the heart without such instrumentalities
as are suited to a mature moral development? We would not presume to
assert, or even speculate upon the mode of  : divine operation on the soul
in the work of regeneration ; but that there is a direct contact of the Divine
Spirit with the human spirit, in every case, we should doubtless generally
adwit. That the Seriptures speak emphatically of the means ordinarily
employed, as in James i.18. ¢ Of His own will hegat He us, with the word
of truth”—is in perfect accordance with the characteristic practical design
of these sacred writings, and their restriction to phenomenal, in distinction
from actual descriptions of the modus operandi, both in the kingdoms of
nature and grace.

Are there not, however, instances placed on record in the Seriptures, in
most explicit terms, precluding by necessity all moral appliances ?  What is
meant by the declaration of the angel Gabriel, to Zacharias, respecting Jobhn
the Baptist? ¢ He shall be filled with the Holy Ghost even from his
mother’s womb.” To the same effect, the Lord says te hisservant Jeremiah,
¢ Before thou camest forth out of the womb, I sanctified thee.” If this
change has ever been effected before moral conscionsness was developed, then
there can be nothing in the nature of regencration incompatible with the
bestowment of this grace, before the ordinary means are available; and of
course, instances of infants being ¢ sanctified from the womb” may be multi-
plied indefinitely, according to the sovereign will of God. Is it asked why

t such infantile sanctification is not then the established order of the kingdom
of grace?  While we shrink from the presumptuous attempt to solve this or
any like query; yet with all humility we may allude to one probable advan-
tage arising {rom the delay of the Spirit’s operation till the period of moral
consciousness has been attained. The moral depravity of man is thus ren-
dered universally apparent. Otherwise, the workings of sovereign grace
might be concealed from observation; the fruits of the Spirit might he
regarded as the natural works of the flesh ; and the seriptural doctrine that
wan “is conceived in sin, and shapen in iniquity,” might be rebutted by
appeuls to observation, if rot cxpericnce, of parties born in a gracious stete,
growing in grace from the very dawning of their moral faculties, bearing the
fruits of spiritual life ere yet they had emerged from infancy.
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May it not be that in a riper age of religious knowledge and holiness, such
instances of infantile regeneration wil® become frequent? Indeed it is not
strange, in the existing state of the Christian church, and its domestic
economy, that few children wanifest the baptism of the Holy Spivit in
infancy !

Butylct us not fall into the practical heresy of limiting the Ioly One by
the present ordinary manner and measure of His operations! We or our
children will undoubtedly witness ¢greater things thao these.”” The time of
the Millennium, which draweth nigh, will be characterized by a more copious
onpouring of the Spirit's influences on our sons and danghters.  The best
harbinger of the inflowing tide of spiritual blessedness, which the present
times afford, is the quickened desire for the conversion of the young ; an
awakening of parents and of the church to a deeper sense of their responsi-
bilities. With this, let us aim at a larger measure of faith and hope 1n the
God of Abraham, who will ever be mindful of Ilis covenant. With this
object, we purpose to present to the readers of this magazine a few short papers
in pursuance of the thoughts now suggested—a subject which we eommend
to their prayerful consideration. E

Trans=Atlantic Retrospect.

A question of considerable interest to our Baptist brethren has lately been
decided in the English Law Courts. The real, straightforward issue—
though of course it was not the ostensible one—was to decide whether
a Baptist Church has the power to substitute open for strict comwmunion;
and the decision given by the Master of the Rolls affirms—what we should
have thought could hardly be doubted—tbat they have. The facts of the
case are briefly these: In 1746, the Baptist congregation at Norwich,
purchased frechold property, which was conveyed in trust to certain persons
“for the use of the congregation of Particular Baptists residing in and near
to the City of Norwich, and for no other use, intent or purpose whatsoever.”
For nearly one hundred years—the plaintiffs stated—the church had practised
strict communion, that 1t was composed wholly of believers who had been im-
mersed and who held the doctrine o. varticular redemption ; no person wanting
in either qualification being received to the rightsof church membership. In
1845, the Rev. W. Brock, the then minister of the church, without iis au-
thority, instituted a new monthly service in the chapel, at which he admin-
istered the Lord’s Supper to persons, not duly baptised. In 1845, the Rev.
W. Gould, one of the defendants in this action, was appointed minister, and no
farther change took place till 1857, when permission was purported to be
given to a lady to be received at the Lord’s Supper as a member of the chureh,
on the ground of her willingness to be subsequently baptised; and in April,
1856, fifty-seven persons, who were not Particular Baptists, nor even Baptists
at all, were actually admitted to communicate in the Lord’s Supper at the
chapel when the congregation was assembled in its usual church capacity.
The effect, the plaintiffs stated, had been to exclude from church communion
and the benefits of the trust, many members of the Norwich congregation, and
all attempts to settle the disputes having failed, a bill was filed, prayinga
declaration that according to the true construction of the deed of 1746 none
but such persons as are embraced by the definition above given of the term
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« Pavticular Baptists” are entitled to the benefits of the trust, or to admission
into the church. An injunction was asked to restrain the defendants from
allowing the chapel to be used in opposition to the plaintiffs views, and also
that the minister, the Rev. Mr. Gould, be removed. On the part of the defence
it was contended that there was evidence to show that opinions in favor of
strict communion were not required as a condition of membership, or of clec-
tion to office in the congregation, whether as minister or deacon, even during
the time in which strict communion was practised. The admission of persons
not Baptists, but who made profession of fuith in the Lord Jesus, to commune
with the congregation, did not affect its constitution, inasmuch as such per-
sons were not thereby admitted as members of the congregation, or allowed to
attend its meetings for business purposes, which is the distinciive right of
members. Then the question of communion, it was urged, had been treated
by the Particular Baptists as an open one, and not asa matter of faith. Some
congregations have adwitted unbaptised persons to full membership, others
have admitted them to communion only; but whether pursuing the one course
or the other, such congregations have been included in the lists of Particular
Ba ptist churches published from time to time by eminent ministers, and issued
by Buptist associations, equally with congregations practising strict communion.
Even in individual congregations the practice had varied without affecting
their pretensions to be regarded as Particular Baptists. Evidence on this pro-
position showed that of 208 congregations 1568 originally practised and 72 now
practice striet communion ; 81 originally practised and 105 now practice open
communion, and 19 originally practised and 31 now practice open member-
ship. The question, therefore, of communion was left to the discretion of the
particular congregation.

His Honour after refering to various authorities as to the construction te
be put upon the deed, decided that each congregation was at liberty to regu-
late its own practice on the question in dispute. That practice varied at dif-
ferent times in the same congregation, and it appeared to rest with the
majority of its members as to what at any particular period it should do.
The information was dismissed, that is, the decision was in favour of the de-
fendsats.  That this decision will give great offence to some portion of the
Baptist commiuity is certain, but there can, we think, be no doubt in the
minds of all unbiased persons, that it is both legal and scriptural.

A line at the end of the last Retrospect, announced that the Lords had re-
jected the Chureh-Rate-Abolition Bill, by a majority of 97. Of course this
result was to be expected under any circumstances; no one was sanguine
enough to suppose that the Peers, headed by the Episcopal Beneh, would turn
tail and abandon the field to their oppouents; there is too much involved in
the conflict to expect other than a resolute and stubborn defence ; especially
was this to be anticipated after the marked decrease in the majority by which
the Bill was seat to the Upper House. Notwithstanding this, the vote showed
an increase of five votes in favour of total abolition ; this is encouraging, as it
proves that the leaven is working, that the truth is surely, if slowly, work-
Ing its way, and that some of us who witnessed the beginning of the Church
Rate conflict, and remember what an hopeless undertaking it looked and was
thought, may yet be spared to see its close, and the inauguration of voluntary-
asm in its purity and power.
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Tue VOLUNTEER REVIEW may not at first sight appear a very suitable
topic for a religious magazine ; but such an event has, unquestionably, a
moral and religious aspect. What gave birth to the movement of which
the review is the outcome? and what will be its effects upon the people of
England?  The first question is easily answered—the second would probably
fill a volume. The movement has, doubtless, originated in the unreliable
character of the Emperor Napoleon ; if ever a man realised the French
philsopher’s idea of the use of words—that they were given us to conceal our
thoughts—that man is Louis Napoleon ; with words of peace on his lips, his
heart is full of war and aggression. Subtle, cautious, determined, reckless of
blood and suffering, a more untrustworthy and dangerous neighbour caunot
be conceived. The open hostility of the uncle was scarcely more troublesome
than is the alliance of the nephew. Possibly the danger has been overrated.
He may be too careful of his position, too anxious to establish his dynasty
upon the throne of France to risk a quarrel with England, which, more than
anything else would emperil his darling objects; be thatas it may, the peo-
ple of Lngland do not trust him, and drilling, exercises, reviewing, &e., go
on as if the camp was acain formed on the heights of Boulogne, and the
army of England ready for its work. As to the effects, we look for them
with much apprehension. Such a movement must beget a spirit of defiance
and intolerance if any difficulty should unhappily arise, which would ren-
der it far more difficult of amicable settlement. It is like surrounding
the powder magazine with combustible materials, when the first spark that
falls renders it well nigh impossible, to prevent an explosion. As o its
social effects—while we cheerfully admit that it will take some from
worse pursuits, will keep them sober and healthy, make them better men
and citizens—yet, we read history to little purpose if we fail to discover
that a military mania is a great curse to a people; that it renders them
restless and unsettled, gives them false ideas, fulse estimates of men and
things, changes the last terrible resort of nations into an object of glory
and honor, and does more than anything else to trample out the spirit
of christianity and the law of love as taught by the Saviour. What can
christians do? They can exercise their influence to prevent, as far as possible,
these evil results, and they can pray that He who sitteth in the heavens
would overrule these things, that out of them all may proceed good—that
the ambition of one man, and the passions of the many, may work together
to develop the purposes of the Almighty, and to fulfil his designs of grace
to our beloved fatherland.

The details of the information to be given at the taking of the next decen-
nial census, is deservedly exciting strong opposition among all sections and
denominations, save that of the Established Church. It is proposed by the
Home Secretary, Sir G. C. Lewis, who is supported in the matter by Lord
Palmerston, that each head of a houschold should be required to give, not
only the usual particulars sought for in a census, but the “religious profes-
sion’” of himself and all under his roof, upon a certain fised day, or rather
night. It is evident at a glance that such a return would be worse than use-
less. In the first place, a large number will not fill up that portion of the
furm. A clause in the Census Bill, as first proposed, imposed a penalty for
neglect to properly fill up. That, however, was expunged; and we may be
sure, with the known repugnance of the masses to make any return which
they can avoid, that portion will, to a very great extent, be omitted. Then i
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is notorious that an immense number of people, who do not enter a place of
worship from year’s end to year’s end, who are practically heathen, yet claim
to be members of the Established Church. It is the national church, the
church for which they pay rates; and if they belong to any church at all,
they will think it that most certainly. They were baptised, most likely, by
one of its ministers, were married at its altars, and have a faint recollection of
being god-parent to somebody’s child some years back; what more would
you be unrcasonable enough to require ? Al these, then, would go to swell
up the ¢ Church of England” schedule ; and as the Premier was unguarded
enough to say that these returns would be made ¢ the foundation of legislative
action,” it is casy to understand how the Church party and the Tories rejoice
in the prospect. A deputation of the Opposition, headed by Mr. IV Isracli,
waited upon Lord Palmerston, to assure him of their support in carrying
the objectionable clause; while on the other hand, about two hundred liberal
members have memorialized him to expunge it, and have intimated their
intention of opposing it to the last. Should Lord Palmerston, by the aid of
the Tories, carry the clause, the days of his ministry are numbered, and he
will never again be sufficiently trusted to command a majority in the House.
It is to be hoped that he will sce in time the folly of perilling so much for
what would be worthless, and may intimate to the Home Secretary that the
clause must be expunged. If persisted in, Dissenters have the power in their
hands of making the return worthless, by declining to give the information so
far as they are concerned; and this we think they wouid be justified in doing,
if no other reason existed than this, that it is ““an unwarrantable and needless
interference by the state with personal opinion.”

Since the above was in type, we learn that the objectionable clause has
been withdrawn, but in & most ungracious manner.

A series of atrocities of a most horrible character have just been perpetrated
in Syria; massacres have *~ken place which throw into the shade the terrible
tales of the late rebellion in India, and which have produced a feeling of
horror and execration throughout Europe. Some years back, it will be
remembered by some of our readers, when Mchemet-Ali was Pacha of Egypt,
the old man felt himself sufficiently powerful to set at defiance the authonty
of the Porte, and to aim at establishing an independent sovereignty over
Egypt and Syria. Blood-thirsty old rebel as he was, there was one good
feature about his government—he knew how to rule, and could keep his
subjects in order. The English governmeant of the day, fearing that if sue-
cessfulin establishing his rule over Egypt, he might come under foreign influ-
ence, and that at some critical moment England might find the way to India
through Egypt, closed against her—espoused the cause of the Sultan, and at
the imminent risk of a war with France, sent a squadron into the Mediter-
rean, and brought the rebellious Viceroy to obedience; and the grass is yet
green over the fifty thousand of our countrymen who fell on the Crimez, while
thousands are feeling the pressure of the taxation which the outlay of one
hundred and fifiy millions sterling in the last Russian war involved—and to
what end, to prop up a decayed, effetc and worthless monarchy, which has
Just now proved itself powerless to restrain, if it has not actually encouraged
the wholesale destruction of one portion of its subjeets by another, the murder
in cold blood of thousands of unoffending christians by fanatical Moham-
medans. The details as they come to hand, arc shocking in the estreme.
Zatleh, Sidon, Deir-cl-Kamon, Rasheiya, Hasbeiya; and later still, Damas-
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cus, with other places, have been plundered, and the christians massacred.—
The conduct of the Turkish soldicrs at Hasbeiya proves conclusively the com-
plicity or helplessness of the governing powers.  From the correspondenee of
the Daily News, we extract as follows :

IIasbeiya is a beautiful village at the foot of fermon, and close to the source
of the Jordan. It contains, or did before the massacre, a population of 5.000
Christian souls, chiefly of the Greek ‘orthodox’ Church. To Protestant Chis-
tendom, Hasbeiya should be a place of the utmost possible interest, for it was
here that the preaching of evangelical truth had borae more fruit than anywhere
else in Syria. Of that Protestant community, which, a fortnight ago, was full of
spiritual as well as material life, two men now live to tell the tale of their butchery,
whilst of 4,000 Greek fellow-Christians, but thirty-three men have survived, and
the fate of their wives and children is worse than uncertain.

“The village was attacked by an overwhelming body of Druses, on Saturday,
the 2nd instant, The Christians armed to repel them, and for two days held their
own, on the third driving back the enemy. Ilitherto the commander of the Turk-
ish troops had stood sloof, although he had troops enough at his command to
repel and defeat the Druses, had he so wished. When he saw that the Christians
were gaining the day, he called them back, and in the name of the Sultan ordered
them to give up their arms, as he, the local representative of the government,
would conduct them all safe to Damascus, where they would be hetter than in
Iasbeiyn whilst the civil war lasted. The Christians obeyed him, returned, gave
up their arms, which were immediately packed up and sent toward Damascuy,
but with so absurdly small an escort, that the Druses took possession of hoth the
muskets and the mules that carried them within an hour of their leaving the
place. The Christians asked again and again to be sent with their families, as
promised, to Damascus. For nearly a week they were put off with some pretext
or other, until, on the sixth day after their being disarmed, two Druse sheiks of
great influence arrived, and had a conference of several hours with the Turkish
commander of the troops. No sooner was this conference ended, than the Chris-
tians observed that the harem (wives, women and children), as well as the pro-
perty of the commaunder was removed from the seraglio, and that the Turkish
soldiers also removed their baggage outside. Suspecting treachery, many of the
Christians tried to escape from the place, but were prevented by the bayonets of
the troops, whilst their women and childreu were ordered and compelled 5 remove
to the large upper chambers of the buildings, the men being forced to remain
below. The troops had hardly made the aforesaid arrangements, when the Druses
were admitted into the seraglio, and rushed like hungry tigers upon the unarmed
mob in the court-yards. No man was spared. In ten minutes the very stones were
an inch deep in human blood. No butchery ever known in history cquailed this
in ferocity and cowardice. In half an hour upwards of a thousand strong men
were hacked to death., Some few tried again to escape, but were driven back by
the bayonets of the Turkish soldiers, and the Druses had their revel of Llood un-
disturbed ; mothers, wives, daughters and young children witnessing from above
the massacre of their relatives. In the slaughter, some few hid in vut-of-the-way
chambers ; others escaped notice from being heaped over by the dead, and these,
by God’s mercy, managed in the night to escape, wandered down to the eoast,
where one Ali Bey, a Metuali chief, protected them, and so to Tyre, where they
took ship to Beyrout. Of the fate of the women and children, nothing is yet cer-
tain ; but from what is known of the Turkish soldiers, it is feared that the fate of
the former will be one worse than death. Of the Protestant community not a man
escaped, but more than one of the Greck Christian refugees bear witness how they
met their fate—exhorting others to turn to the Saviour and pray to him in their
last hour.”

And from an occasional correspondent of the Times the following brief
summary :

“Qur whole country is in ruins; the wealthy province of Metten, with all its
villages belonging to the Christians, has been pillaged and burnt, and women
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violatad. Zahleh aud its environs, Hasbeiya, and Rashieyh and its environs,
received the same fate ; their inhabitants, men, women and children, were slaugh-
tered, none being saved except about two hundred in every one thousand. The

whole district of Yezzin has been destroyed ; priests murdered, women viol:ted
and killed ; and the same things are going on to-day at Dar-el-kamen. The Chris-
tians of Damascus, Aleppo, Naupulas, Jerusalem, and all other places throughout
Syria, are in imminent danger of losing their women, childrer, property, and even
their lives.”

By the latest telegraphic despatches we learn that the total destruction of
life is cstimated at from 7,000 to 8,000, and 151 villages:

“These events have naturaiiy excited the attention of the Great Powers. Gur
own Government have made strong representations to the Porte, and sent ships
of war to Beyrout to proteet British subjects. The Emperor of the Freunch
appears to have gone a step further, and threatens active intervention on Lehalf
of the Christian population, unless the Sultan’s Goverament adopt instant and
adequate measures.

The latest news, is that England and France have agreed to interfere im-
mediately.

We have received intelligence of the death of the Rev. Thos. Scales, of
Yeeds (uncle of the Rev. T. 8. Ellerby, of Toronto). We can only this
month chronicle the fact. Next month, if space permit, we will give a short
sketeh of his life and ministry.

@ovresponyence.

LETTER FROM REV. W. F. CLARKE.
To the Editor of the Canadian Independant.

Ggrrpy, July 28, 1860.
Dear BROTHER,

After all that has appeared in your columus respecting the British Coluinbia
Mission, it is due to yo: r readers that they be informed of the final action on
the Colonial Missionary Committee, in reference to myself. It is embodied
in the following resolutions :

« The Secretary, after stating the circumstances of *he case, presented a draft
of resolutions, and a letter to be seat to Mr. Clarke which he had prepared.
After a very lengthened consideration, the following resolutions were adopted :
. First, that this  nmittee have noticed with sincere regret the tone and spirit
in which Mr. Clarke has permitted himself to write, especially as they bave
endeavoured in all their communications with him to manifest the consideration
2nq kindness which they regaid as due to all their brethren labouring under their
auspices in every part of the world.

Secondly, that they consider Mr. Clarke’s retirement from his post withoutfirst
consulting the Committee, as unwarrantable and ill-advised : they will, notwith-
standing, bonor the two bills which in his letter of May 14th, he advises he ha,
drawn, bearing date April 10th and May 10th.

Thirdly, that they consider Mr. Clarke's interpretation of the resulutions of
this Committee transmitted to bim under date December 30th, 1859, as a mistake;
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they intended, notwithstanding their well-known opinions against slavery and
the distinction of color, to abstain from offering any upinion on the course of pro-
cedure pursued either by him or by Mr. Maclie, but simply to express their
regret that such serious differences should have arisen bhetween them; and
especially that Mr. Clarke should have prepared, printed and distributed the
“ circular” referred to in the resolutions in question.

Fourthly, that therefore on a review of all the circumstances of the case, the
resignation of Mr. Clarke be accepted, dated {rom the time of his leaving
Vancouver Island.”

I forbear lengthened comment, at present, simply adding that the financial
part of the above action, leaves me minus stx hundred and forty-five dollars,
return travelling expenses, besides my severe loss by the shipwreck of my
houschold effects, eclothing, and library, on the passage out to Vancouver
Island. 'Chis latter loss, should the small insurance be recovered, which as
yet is doubtful, will be not less than @ thousand dollars. Other sacrifices
might be added.

I am far from satisfied with the Committee’s treatment of me, and do not
mean to submit to it, if I have any redress.

Yours very truly,
WiLLiaM F. CrARKE.

A PROPOSAL FOR A GENERAL AMERICAN CONGREGATIONAL UN ION

To the Edilor of the Canadian Independent.

Sir,—In presenting the salutations of the New Hampshire General Asso-
ciation, to the Congregational Union of Canada, T laid upon their table a
resolution passed by the former body, purporting that it is expedient to form
an American Congregational Union, and directing their delegates to all cor
responding Congregational bodies, to present said resolutions to those bodies,
and request them to take action thereon. The business Committee of the
Union reported on said resolution, and it was laid on the table for discussion
at some convenient time. I hoped it would come in the regular order of
business, while I was present, that I might more fully explain the object of
the resolution, but I was obliged to leave before such discussion was had,
and I was informed that in consequence of the press of other business, it ‘was
laid over until another meeting.  Will you permit me through the Indepen-
dent to say a few words on the subject?

1st.—As to the constituency of such a Union :—1t is designed to bring to-
aether a representation of all the orthodox Congregational bodies in America.
The basis of such representation as to numbers would be a matter of little
moment, as on Congregational principles it could assume no ecclesiastical
powers.

2nd.—The organization of such 2 Union :—That it be composed of repre-
sentatives both lay and clerical, appointed by Congregational bodies, in such
pumbers and form as they may think best. It should not be a Congrega-
tional mass mecting, as the Albany Convention virtually was, and yet Con-
gregationalism in its various parts should be represented.

8rd.—Meetings of the Union :—Not so frequent as to be burdensome, nor
so unfrequent as not to carry a growing interest over from one meeting to
another, say, once in 3, 4, or 5 years.

4th.—Business of the meetings :—A statement of the position of Congre-
gationalism in the various sections of the body: its growth or decline;
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trials, difficulties and encouragements ; discussions of subjects pertaining to
the interests of Congregationalism, and the kingdom of Christ, enlargement
of acquaintance with Congregational brethren from divers quarters ; an inter-
change of sympathies, enlargement, of plans, and concentration of effort.

5th.—Importance of such a Union :—Congregationalisin has the least of
ceclesinstical organism in it, yet it has a concentrated individualism; while
it imposes the least organic restraint, it brings a bond of union upon indivi-
duals which gives the body an identity throughout. In other bodies we see
the power of ecclesiasticism. We sce it in Presbyterianism, Prelacy and Po-
pery. 'The disposition to organic action is doubtless laid in a deep and relia-
ble principle in human nature; aod as Congregationalists, we should not
overlook this principle. But while we reject everything like ecclesiastical
dictation, we give the largest and freest play to all the sanctified affections of
the individual & ots. Tere is our strength. Congregationalism awakens
and puts in action individual minds; and in the free play of those minds
we range the whole field of religious inquiry, and in that range we come to
areat central truths, which draw us by bonds that the hands of man must
not touch. 'We sit together in heavenly places, having no authority over us,
but Christ, the Head of the Church.

Such is the fundamental principle of Congregationalism ; giving the largest
and freest action to the human mind, and at the same time binding those
minds in an indissoluble bond held by the hand of God. We can encom-
pass the whole world in our Union, and yet leave each individual freely to
add his strength to the common brotherhood. Such a brotherhood we have
formed on a limited scale in our various associations, conventions, &c. And
we wish to go on enlarging it until it carries its unnumbered benefits through
the world.

We have, indeed, an organization operating in New York called the ¢ Ameri-
can Congregational Union,” but its constituency, purpose and plan, is alto-
gether different from this. It is almost wholly esecutive, statistical, a society
of paying members. It is doing a noble work, in its missionary departwent,
aiding to build mecting houses, &ec., but asa Union of Congregational Churches
it does not and cannot meet our wants. They may and will be mutual
helpers, but cannot occupy the same field of labor.

We have also the *“ Congregational Library Association’ in Boston, which is
occupying a distinet field, and in its historical labors is very valuable. But
it is and must be local and limited in its operations. All these help forward,
give strength and expansion to the great idea of Congregationalism, but they
can never give embodiment and visibility to it, and present it in its freedom,
unity and power, as it deserves to be seen in the world. We need to see
Congregationalism laying its foundations deep as the eternal truths of God,
and then going forth free as the light and air of heaven, adapting itself to
every feature and every want of the human mind; gently, but with irresis-
tible might crushing all the powers of sin, and leading men back to free fel-
lowship with God in Christ, and with one another. Of other systems of
Church polity we say nothing. God bless them and make them instruments
of good. But there is not one of them which is not seriously faulty, both as
respeets the true philosophy of the human, and as respeets the richness, free-
ness and precision of gospel truths,

With respect, yours,
J. CuMMINGS.
Exeter, N. 1., July 9th, 1860.
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EXAMPLE TEACHES.

The following notice of a departed brother in the Tord, constituted the
closing part of a funernl sermon, delivered by the Rev. James T. Byrene, at
Whitby, Lord’s day, July 22, 1860, from Ps. xxiii. 4.

While we have addressed the Jiving in relation to what is before them, and
endeavoured to awaken in their minds encouraging views in their anticipation
of death, it is highly proper that we should now make some allusion to him
whose decease has given occasion to this discourse.

Mr. John Gillivray was horn in Scotland, in 1784, and died on the 17th
instant, having nearly completed his seventy-sixth year. 1le was married in
1812, and had ten children by her who now survives him after a companion-
ship of more than forty-scven ycars. Four of those children died in the
wother country, and four have been removed in Canada during the pastorate
of the present preacher, respeeting whose decease he has spoken on different
occasions. A son and daughter only remain out of this family, who doubtless
will be a comfort to their aged mother; whose steps, we trust, will be directed
by the same gracious Being who has taken away the head.

The deceased, we are informed, connceted himself with a Congregational or
Independent church in Scotland, about the year 1814 or 1815, under the
pastoral care of the Rev. J. Robertson, now in Sherbrooke, Canada Eust, and,
as reported to us, in his eighty-ninth year. Mr. Robertson was in Whitby in
1833, being invited thither by some who knew him in the old country, and
was very near being settled in this township; but Providence diected him to
the East, where he has continued to the present time, and where he still
labours with remarkable vigor and power, although his hearing is materialiy
affected.

In 1843, the Congregational church in Whitby was organized, consisting of
sixtecn members, among whom we find the name of the deeeased; from which
time to the close of his life he remained in fellowship, regular in his attendance
on all the meetings, punctual in his payment of whatever amounts he sub-
seribed, and ready to lend a helping hand in general benevolence.  All who
knew our deceased friend, will bear witness to the truth of what I advance.
He was a quiet living man, regular in his habits, upright and honourable in his
dealings; a man of few words, unobtrusive in his manners, firm in his con-
victions and principles, averse to meddling with the affairs of others, and
saying very little of his own. During my acquaintance with him, I always
found him highly respectful to his pastor, and attentive to his ministrations.
From his age, hus deafness, his diffidence, and his want of confidence in his
speaking powers, he was deterred from those activities in the church, which
his independent circumstances seemed to dewand; still, in many respeets, he
was not behind any when called upon to act.

To a pastor in a small church, toiling amid many difficulties and discourage-
ments, it is cheering to observe in the flock individual characteristies, which,
if more general and extended, added, it may be, to others, would augment the
power of the church, strengthen the hands of the minister, and contribute to
attract others to the congregation, and to the fellowship. The doctrines and
polity we hold are entitled to respect. They have a history worthy of record,
and achievements of which none need to be ashamed. The past and the
presen$ have a voice which will not be lost upon posterity, and those will be
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blersed who hold to their prineiples intelligently and piously, with charity to
all men.  Our brother had this couviction, nithough he was not a conspicuous
man, nor likely to become such. Ife held to sound principles, and connected
with them strict moral conduct.

Many, especially in a newly settled country, amid the zeal and excitement
of rival scets, and the influence of what seems to be popular, are flighty and
unsettled, much taken with what is new, and too often wander from their own
fold into others, to gratify a vain curiosity, without deriving cither mental or
spiritual benefit, or reflecting upon the influence of their example on the young
and rising race, on members of other churches, or on those disaffected to the
cause they have espoused.  But our aged friend did not thus err; he was
always in his place when health permitted, and from none of the meetings did
he absent himself, whether in the week or on the sabbath.

(hristians, truly alive to their religious obligations, will often have to exer-
cise forcthought and self-denial, in order to perform those obligations to the
Saviour, the pastor, the church, and the community; but they will be richly
rewarded by so doing, and their example will exert an influence not always
known to them. Example teaches, and its power is proverbial; especially
when general consisteney is connected with the regular observance of external
ovdinances. In this respect our aged brother was exewmplary, acting from
principle throughout. Ife was a man, too, that often read his bLible, and
observed family worship, although he did not, from his natural diffidence and
sense of unfituess, take part in social prayer mectings.  This is another point
in his character, which our brethren will do well to remember.

Another fact may be mentioned in this conneetion. Socicties and churches
are often embarrassed and perplesed by the irregularity and want of prompti-
tude and honourable fidelity, on the part of many who contribute to their funds.
When weighed in the balances of the sanctuary, some are found seriously
defective.  Such, however, was not the case with our friend. lle gave from
conviction, and systematically, and with remarkable punctuality, not only in
sapport of the wministry, but to other objects he regarded with favor. He
acted with forethought, and with system, in exerything he undertook, and he
was generally efficient. I shall not attempt any illustrations of this, but will
now refer briefly to the closing scene of his life.

From the beginning of March, when he was taken ill, he had a conviction
that it would be his last sickness; and although he rallied and revived at
intervals, he was at length confined to his bed, and for weeks looked for death
with the calmness and dignity becoming a Christian, and waited with striking
patience and resignation for the appointed hour. He had no emotions of
exulting joy, like some; nothing remarkable in his experience to state; no
sayings or wishes to utter ;—but he was frec from fears and uneasiness, calmly
anticipated death, made cvery necessary arrangement like a man of business,
rested as a sinner on the merits of the Saviour, in whose gracious and glorious
work he wholly relied, and never murmured or complained. The bent of his
mind was apparent to his pastor, and much transpired in his visits which need
not now be narrated. Ile looked at the shadow of death like the Psalmist,
without any fear of evil; the good shepherd led him through the valley, and
comforted him with His presence, His word, and His spirit.  He was sensible
to the last, leaning upon Jesus as his Saviour and Friend ; and we doubt not,
he Sow realizes His presence and favor beyond anything he ever enjoyed on
earth,



News of the @huvches.

FORMATION OF A CONGREGATIONAL CHGRCIH IN MEAFORD.

A Congregational Church was organized on the 27th of June, in the village of
Meaford, county of Grey, C.W. Rev. Joseph Wheeler of Albion, and Rev. Joseph
Hooper and Deacon William Smith of Owen Sound, were present and conducted
the services, There would have been a larger deputation from the Owen Sound
Church, but for an unexpected derangement in the steamboat’s time of passage,
which disappointed them of a conveyance. The organization services were held in
the afternoon. Mr. Wheeler read the covenant to the persons uniting, and, after
they had subseribed to it, introduced them, each to the others, as members of
the same Christian brotherhood ; and then gave them brotherly congratulations
and well wishes and the right hand of fellowship on behalf of his Church at
Albion, followed by Mr. Smith with the same on behalf of the Church in Owen
Sound. The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was then celebrated, Mr. Ifooper
presiding. In the evening a sermon was preached by Mr. Hooper on the Dis-
tinctive Principles of Congregationalism, from Matt, 23 v. 8. ¢ Ouneis your
Master, even Christ, and all ye are brethren.”’

The formation of this Church Las not been determiined upon without much
prayer and consultation. It has been contemplated for 2 long while. But for
the removal of some persons it would have been performed years ago. The
number of members is small—only six, with an expectation of two more soon.
Some who would have joined this Church if it had been organized before, have
joined other Churches. In the meantime the friends have received occasivnal
visits from ministerial brethren. During the Institute vacation of last year, they
enjoyed the services of JMr. Duff, one of the students. Another of the students,
Mr. Smith, is labouring for them this vacation. They hope thus to secure the
services of students till able to maintain a pastor. They have a lot paid for, on
which to build a chapel. The edifice may be erected in two or three years, In
connection with Meaford there is a station about ten miles distant, called Williams-
town, where there are three or four Congregationlists and & very good Congrega-
tion, which isoccupied once on every alternate Sabbath.

Meaford is a village of 500 or GO0 inhabitants, beautifully situated on the
southern shore of the Georgian Bay, about midway between Collingwood and
Owen Sound. It will soon be connected with both of these places by a gravel
road, and is now by a steamboat that passes both ways daily. The surrounding
country is excellent for agriculture, and picturesque in scenery. This village is
likely to become a place of importance, May the little Zion whose origin we have
chronicled be 1 power for righteousness in its midst }— Communicated.

SABBATIH SCHOOL CONVENTION.

A convention to consider measures for the promotion of Sabbath School interests
in the counties of Grey and Bruce, wos held in Owen Sound on the 3rd and 4th
ult. Seven ministers and thirty-three delegates from Sabbath Schools were in
attendance. Keports were received from 22 schools, giving an aggregate attend-
ance in them of 1,134 scholars, and 138 teachers, and an average attendance of
809 scholars and 135 teachers. In 14, regular teachers’ meetings are held; 15
Teport prosperity ; 17 are suffering for want of books ; 6 have no library ; in the
other 16 there are 1,877 volumes ; $150 in all have been raised during the past
year, chiefly for books. Some schools were not reported. The sessions of the
convention were pleasant and full of interest—we trust that much good will
result from them. Public meetings were held in the evenings of the convention
days, for addresses to the people and Sabbath school scholars of the town. Itwas
good to be there. Another convention is to be held in the same place sometime
next year.— Communicaled.
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TIE AMERICAN HOME MISSIONARY CONFERENCE.

The General Association of Massachusetts and Conuecticut, the General Conven-
tion of Vermont, and the General Conference of Maine have declined the proposal
of the N. S. Presbyterian Church for a conference in relation to the difficulties
between the two denominations, as co-operatingin the A. IL. M. 8, *““The views
expressed by the Maine, Massachusetts and Connecticut bodies were, that as the
General Assembly in their church Extensivn work had estallished a policy in-
consistent with the principles of co-opevation which govern the vperations of the
A.IL M. 8., it would be useless to gv into a Conference on the subject. The
Vermont Cunvention assigned as a reason for declining the Conference, that the
churches in Rhodo Island, New York aud the West were not to be 1epresented
in it.”

GENERAL CONVENTION OF CONGREGATIONALISTS.

The proposal to which the letter of Rev. J. Cummings, Exeter, N. II. published
in this month’s Canadian Independent, refers, was considered by the General Con-
ference of Maine. The following is their action :

Rev. Mr. Jordan, from the Committee (consisting of Revs. W. V. Jordan and
B. G. Willey and Dea. S. Adams) to consider this subject, reported as follows:

Your Committee think that neither the condition nor the wants of the Congre-
gational churches of the country, nor any defection from *the well-established
principles of our Puritan fathers,” call for any additional change in our system
of Congregational organization or polity. Certainly we need no increased ma-
chinery for the working of the system—no centralization of power with a tendency
to a hierarchy.

Therefore your Committee feel bound to report adversely to the request of the
General Assembly of New HMampshire, asking for the co-operation of this body
for the formation of an American Congregational Union ; not regarding such an
organization as expedient. Report adopted.

Rills from the Fountaing of ysvacl.

THE HARMONY OF CONGREGATIONALISM WITII THE LAWS OF HUMAN AS-
SOCIATION AND HUMAN WELFARE.
BY THE REV. MR. BATCHELOR, OF GLASGOW.
(4 Speeck delivered at the Scottish Congregational Union of 1860.)

I connot better define what I mean by association than by contrasting it with
society. There is a wide difference between human society and human associa-
tion. Society is unavoidable, association is voluntary. The region in which I
am born, the people who are my fellow-countrymen, the persons who are my
neighbours and contemporaries, are matters not determined by me. My consent
is not sought. It is all settled for me. On the contrary, association is voluntary.
My friends, my companions, my acquaintances, are chosen of my own wil}, and
I have my reasons for selecting them. Again, society does not acknowledge
equal rights in all its members. Some men have political and social influcace
which others have not. Equal right is the basis of association. I may acceptor
decline any man’s friendship and any man’s co-operation. Finally, by association
we seek mutual advantages, which society does not afford. Association is created
by the possession of common convictions, and the prosecution of common objects.
Association, therefore, is voluntary in its nature, is founded on equal rights, and
contemplates common advantages. Freedom, equality, utility, are its substantive
notions. Philosophy, science, art, literature, politics, philanthropy, religion, in-
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fidelity, have their associations, What kind of a thing is a church? I use the
word church in the sense in which it was understood by the Apostles—a congre-
gatinon of saved persons.  Luke tells us, Acts, chap. ii, :—* All that believed were
together.”” A hittle lower he writes, “ And the Lord added to the Church daily
the saved.” ¢ All that helieved” are evidently the same ns *“ the Church.” The
second assertion, *“The Lord added to the Church, the saved,” clearly implies
that the church was composed of *“the saved” already, and that only *‘the
saved” were regarded as suitable persons te he added to their numbers, This
is borne out as well Ly the expression, “all that believed.” ¢ Believe, and
thou shalt be saved,” is the command, and we expect to find that persons said to
have “ believed” are ““ receiving the end of their faith, even the salvation of their
souls.” U repeat, then, what kind of a thing is a church? Is it identical with
socicty, or is it moulded by the ordinary laws of human association? A church
is clearly an association.  You cannot take a map, draw a cirele, and say, (1l
the people to be found on these square yards of soil shall be called a church.
You may as truly call the people an association of philosophers or jurists as call
them a chureh, Nor will it make them a church simply to collect them in an
ecclesiastien]l building, any more vhan gathering them in a hall of science will
make them an astronomical or geological association. A church, like every
other association, must begin with the intelligent choice of its members.
It must nest recognize equal rights in all who compose it. As creatures be-
fore God they are equal. * There is no respect of persons with God.” *“We
are all Iis offspring.”” As sinn.rs they were equal. *“ All have sinned.”” As
saints they are equal.  * One is your master, even Christ, and all ye are brethren.”
They nve *“ heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ.”” Tinally, a church seeks
mutual and common advantages. The church restores the noble and the serf,
the prince and the peasant, to their natural and original level. The wealthiest
merchant and the humblest artizan bring precisely the same broad Christian
convictions with them when they scek the fellowship of Christian brethren. The
qualifications fo» church-membership in the illiterate and the learned are identi-
cal. Their spiritual resemblance is the ground of their union, and it would be
criminal to permit their social dissimilarity to lessen their fellowship, The ob-
Jjeets which they seek by association are the same. You could name no purpose
which might be sought by a king, through church-communion, that would not be
sought, and for the same reasons, by the humblest and poorest Christian sulject.

True Christian character andtrue Christian communion can desiderate and obtain
only omne and the same intention whether the human beings be clad in russet or
robed in imperial purple. A church, therefore, ranks above society. It observes
the laws of ordinary human associations. Itoriginates in free, intelligent, personal
action ; it rests on the equality of human and Christian rights; and in the monarch
and the rural labourer it contemplates, through common convictions and common
qualifications, the attainment of common blessings in * the life that now is” and
¢ that which is tocome.” Iaving seen to what class of arrangements a church be-
longs, we may proceed to ask what kind of machinery do human associations ordi-
narily select? Thisisa most importantinquiry. What is the form which associa-
tion invariably observes in the midst of our free civilised progress in these days?
Let it be, if you please, an organization of men of science, a literary iustitate, a
body of parliamentary reformers, a Young Men’s Christian Association, or an as-
sembly of teetotallers. They want to embody their opinions, inform their adherents,
and propagate their conclusions. 'Well, what do they do? Will their associations
take the shape of Episcopacy? Will you have philosophical, or literary, or
teetotal archbishops, bishops, deans, archdeacons, canons, and prebends; aund
will all the unofficial members be estinguished by the heterogeneous domination
which somebody or other, and not their own suffrages, set over them? If not,
will the Methodist Conference be the form? Will a hundred self-elected and ir-
respousible presidents settle, beyond any further appeal, the business of all the
individual, scientific, parliamentary, teetotal, or philanthropic associations in the
country? To come nearer home~—Would any body of men dream of erecting a
philosophical, a scientifie, a literary, a philanthropie, or o teetotal presbytery?
Never. All these systems are out of harmony with the laws of human associa-
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tions. What would you think of a General Assembly sitting in Edinburgh, dic-
tating to a literary institute, or a Young Men’s Christian Association, or a body
of political reformers, in Aberdeen, Dundee, or Glasgow, whom they might select
to be their president. Imagine a presbytery in London forbidding a Young
Men’s Christian Association or some benevolent institute in Liverpuol, to use
musical instrument in their assembly. One would feel astonished at the en-
durance of such associations, and would wonder into the middle of what age we
had beep put back. Well, then, what mode of organization would any of these
associations adopt? Whatever adaptations might appear, these would be their
fundumental characteristics: There would be first, the free, enfranchised, con-
stituent membership ; secondly, they would elect by free, equal, associated right,
an acting committee ; thirdly, by the esercise of the same functions, they would
select o suitable president.  Is not that Congregationalism?  They would neither
create an episcopacy, & conference, nor a presbytery. Suppuse a number of
missionary institutions, Young Men’s Christian Associations, or tectotal budies
felt the desirableness of improving or enlarging their plans of operation. They
resolve on some central town for conference—confercuce in the proper sense of
the word—not to deliberate, resolve and coerce beyond all appeal, buc to confer
for the acquisition of knowledge and the suggestion of action. I need nut say,
that such gatherings without any controversy, but from the operation of the com-
mon law of human association, will neither be an Episcopal convocation, a Metho-
dist conference, nor a Preshyterial assembly, but must be a Congregational
union. Their conference will be simply fraternal. London will not legislate
for Manchester, nor Edinbargh for Glasgow. The great outlines of church
guidance in the New Testament are neither Episcopalian nor Presbyterian. That
the New Testament churches were in every respect esactly the same as our own,
I donot pretend. There are no two churches of our own fuith and order mi-
croscopically alike. But I believe, that the broad fundamental characteristic
distinctions of the revealed church-polity conform to the ordinary laws of human
association, which I have claimed for Congregationalism., Yreedom, equality,
and self-governed independence, are the frontal traits of Apostolical and British
Congregationalism. The pastor, the deacons, and the church-comiunion, are
president, committee, and enrolled and enfranchised membership. 1o the 16th
chapter of Acts we find Paul preaching at Philippi, and we learn that he gathered
a few converts. We hear no more of the effects of the apostle’s labours. We
expect, that by the operation of the simple laws which have been expounded,
guided by the suggestion of the inspired teacher, a Christian association, of the
patural order everywhere assumed, will be the product, if the work of Paul sur-
vivesat Philippi. Now it so happens, or rather it has been providentially arranged,
that a letter by Paul to this same Philippi, written some time after, hus actually
come down to us. He begins—*Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus
Christ, to all the sainte in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops
(episcopoi) and deacons.” Xere you have a saved church-membership, a plural
pastorate, as we sometimes have, and a diaconate. The membership here called
““all the saints in Christ Jesua,” are named in the letter to Thessalonica *the
Church—in God the Father, and in the Lord Jesus Christ.” Kindred descriptive
phrases occur in other letters. In Galatiathere were several congregations of be-
lieving brethren, and that Jetter is addressed to *“the Churches of Galatia.” It
is & singular faet, that the apostles should have adopted this form of association
for their churches which is the very blossom and fruit of our free British ideas
and our free British activity. Few will be hardy enough to assert that this is
the result of chance, or that it springs from the uninspired but united sagacity of
the apostles. That they did it af all, in such an age, is a proof that they were
divinely bidden to do it. But I have heard it said, it was so simple and natural
a course to_adopt, that they could not avoid it. Simple and natural are high
commendation. But men never hit on the simple and natural in their spiritual
relations and spiritual doings. The British Congregationalists claim no credit in
coutriving their theory. Whether they were mistaken or not, they got it from no
place in their judgment but the Word of God. The great churchsystems of the
world prove that men have no proneness towards the simple and the natural,
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Here I should expect to reach the natural only through supernatural help, and
bere Uhail simplicity as a signature of divinity. Men tolerate and cherish in
religious associativns what in these days they neither attempt nor endure in any
other associntivns. But some persons will say, your Congregationalism is very
beautiful in theury, but it does not get so many adherents as many other modes.
That argument extinguishes Protestantism, and sets up Popery; and, pushed a
little further, overturns buth, and yields the palm to heathendom. It is perilous
to make numbers the test of truth and duty. But it is sometimes alleged, your
independency has a good deal of practical difficulty in the working. There can
be no doubt that absvlute liberty is a very inconvenient thing under some cir-
cumstances. The Government of Louis Napoleon is a far simpler and more
tractable agency than the Government of the Dritish Queen. What explosions
we have {rom Parliament, and press, and platform! What divided counsel and
action enfechles ussometimes! DBut the Emperor, for commerce or war, can
wind up all France at any moment, and it will go like a clock. The more the
spirit of ordinary human association enters our political region, the less will the
hammer of a single leader serve to strike the hour on every bell in his party
at a blow. Liberty has its infelicities, and we are content to pay the price. It
is worth all the money. This whole matter of the trouble of freedom opens the
inquiry—what is the intention of Government? Is it the quietude of the ruled,
and the ease and cclal of the rulers; or is it the welfare of both ? The proper develop-
ment of man should be the aim of all regulation. This will require training in
the governed, and qualification in the governor. These truths are expericnced in
all human associations. It is mnot peculiar to a Congregational church. The
presidency of a free, equal, independent fellowship should not be entrusted to a
novice or an incompetent. It demands wisdom, patience, firmness, sympathy,
generosity, and every attribute of Christian manliness. Ah! but some will say
—returning to the charge—your churches are frequently disturbed. If you had
only a Presbytery to silence these troublesome people, don’t you think 1t would
be better? There are temporary advantages in many wrong things, and tem-
porary disadvantages with many right ones. No perscn can read the letters of
Paul, without observing that Congregationalism, in the hands of the apustles,
was pronortionally—nay, I think, more troublesome—than now-a-days. It is
quite possible that the peace of a church may be the most criminal charge which
you can bring against it. There is something above peace—purity. Itis a sin
and a disgrace to a Christian association to be tranquil when evil in its midst
demands indignant protest, and unsparing condemnation. We have no right to
defeat the natural and spiritual laws of God by our church mechanism, but ought
to construct our rules to give the freest play to them all. Why is Christian as-
sociation to be put out of the category of ordinary human associations? We can-
not have a human and secular association without trying and training each other
by the contact and collision of our individualities in the prosecution of our com-
mon enterprise. We have to meet tempers which we do not like, and confront
personal angularities which we would rather avoid, and we are made better by
co-operating under such circumstances with our fellow-beings. Why arc these
Jaws to be limited, or mufiled, or circumvented in Christian associations? Christ
hag given to all these persons new motives and loftier principles, and association
is to elicit their exercise. Association, instead of being remoter, should be
closer ; instead of being restrained, it should have an ampler range. Thisis “ the
perfect law of liberty.”” It is impossible to narrow Christian freedom without
defrayding men of Christian graces. This is overthrowing the nataral plans and
moral intentions of God. It isan injury to keep a professing church quiet by
tying its hands, and telling it to hold its tongue. Christian virtue is not the ab-
sence of temptation, but principled resistance, developed integrity. I hold that
the very best scheme of social and spiritual regulation is that which demands the
perfection of the individual, which prompts its attainment, and aids in its culti-
vation. That is not the best formative influence which simply smoothes dowa all
the waves that ruffle the surface of the community. Until the millennium comes
there always will be crooked people in the world, and often they will be forward in
proportion to their crookedness. I do not see what the straight and crooked exist
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for, if it be not to try and confirm the straight, and strain and straighten the

crooked. The system which interposes nothing but Christian feeling and Christian

principle between dissimilar individualities, must lay every person under the

necessity of improvement. Ina free, equal and independent communion, Christian

excellence iz absolutely indispensable. Where there is faithfulness the Church

will reach a high standard of reliability and worth from the pruved stability and

value of its individual units. This is the best fur the world. The plant must be

matured before it casts good seed on the neighbouring svil. Tt is only a particu-

lar extension of the same truth, that that society and nation are the hest where

family training is wisest and purest. There are indications abroad of a disposi-

tion to realize, to a greater or less extent, the laws of true Christian assuciation.

There are movements in the English Church in this directivn. 'The disturbances

which are ever vecurring in the great Methodist body are avowedly of this nature.

The Free Church is a greater contribution to the general issue than its leaders

understood or intended. The United Presbyterians are alleged to grow in con-
gregational action, and especially, as one would expect, in towns and cities. We
attribute to none of these brethren a disposition to accept our Congregationalism.
Whether that is our fault or not, I have not time to ask. Certain it is, that in-
dependency is a better thing than Independents have, alas! often represented it
to be. I am satisfied that in the majority of cases, divisions and distractions in
false ecclesiastical systems are directly traceable to their polity ; while I am con-
vinced that our divisions and distractions, in the majority of exumples, arise from
unfaithfulness to our avowed Congregational principles. Before I resume my
seat, I wish to say one word about our churches which have become defunct in

Scotland. None of us heard of the fact without pain. A Cungregational Church

cannot survive the loss of its godliness. If you can say of une of our churches—
“Thou art dead,” you will not loug be able to add--* Thou hast & name that
thou livest.” We are apostolical in this, that if we jet the sacred flame expire,

Jesus Christ “ will remove” our * candlestick out of his place.” The men-made
machinery grinds on without the loss of a single-wheel in the great politico-

ecclesiastical engines, whether the fire burns for God or the devil. Buta Con-
gregational Church is a divine organism, and if its life departs it dies ; and death
with us is dissclution. I am glad ofit. It is one of the merits of Congregation-
alism, that when the trunk of a church is rotten, and its branches sapless, you
cannot trick it out with painted leaves and artificial frait. When a church with
us yields up its vitality—strength, beauty, and worth, all go back to the soil.
Organisation and reality are inseparable. If life retreats, the constitutents decay,
and death by consumption is the natural issue. When the essence of the Gospel
has evaporated from one of our churches, the organisation will not remain as an
empty vessel with a false label. A wrangling or a dying church is not a thing
for a Congregationalist to be ashamed of. ~As a mau he may lament the sinful-
ness of this fallen world, and as a Christian he may deplore incunsistency and
hypoerisy ; but as a Congregationalist he should rejoice that his is nut an elabo-
rate and cumbrous ecclesiasticism to represent men to be what they are not, and
to hide what they are. Very clear it is, then, that our whole care should be to
be strong in faith, and prayer, and love, and purity, and all holy self-sacrifice. We
bave nothing else to depend upon. We must be, as ministers, deacons, and
churches, the organs of the Holy Spirit, or we are absolutely nothing. Whatever
may be our pastoral diffculties, we must take care that our Christian peace flows
with a deeper, broader, calmer volume the farther it rolls from ius source, in our
spiritual history, right on to its junction with the shoreless, endless life. If
faithful, we shall not want Divine success in our most unpromising spheres of
toil. Vitality will flourish in the most unfriendly situations. Flowers of the
most delicate and vivid beauty spring from fissures of crumbling rock on the edge
of the torrent. Their frail and elegant blossoms tremble in the uproar, and sway
in the wind awakened by the rushing waters; yet they live on the spray, and
smile on the terrible thunders of the fall.
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The Fragneent Basket,

Serr-ConrroL~Robert Hall, so mighty and eloquent in tho pulpit, was apt to
be tmpetuous and overbearing when uttering his opinions in private. But ho
watched and prayed aguinst this infirmity i}l he porceptibly gained in modesty
and sweetness of temper.  Gneo when he so fur lust his self-command as to bec&mo
heated in o debato hoe abruptly closed the discussion and left the room. Tho
company supposed that be had gone away in anger ; but ho was heard to gaculnto
with deep fee&ing “ Lamb of God ; Tamb of God, ealm my oxecited spirit.” Ho
wout away not to show anger but to conquer it by prayer—willing to loso his
accustamed trivmph in an argument, if ko could win tho greater victory over
hiwself.~J. £, Lhompson, D. D,

Recosxition 1y HEaveEn.—I must eonfess, as the experience of my own goul,
that the expectation of loving my friends in heaven, principally kindles my lovo
to them on earth.  If I thought I should never know, and consequently never love
them after this life, 1 should number them with temporal things, and love them
as such; but I now delightfully converse with my pious friends, in a firm persun-
sion thas I shall converse with them for ever; and I take comfort in those that
are dead or abseut, believing that I shall shortly meet them in henven, and love
them with a heavenly love.—Bauter.

Pocetep,
EVENING PRAYER.

I come to Thee to-night,
In my lono closet, where no eye can sco,
And dare to crave an interview with Thee,
Father of love and light!

Softly the moonbeams shino
On the still branches of the shadowy trecs,
While all sweet sounds of evering on tho breeze
Steal through the slambering vine.

Thou garest the calm repose
That rests on all—the air, the birds, the flowers,
The buman spirit in its weary hour,

Now at the bright day’s close.

’Tis Nuture’s timae for prayer:

The silent praises of the glorious sky,

And the earth’s orisons profound and high,
To keaven their breathings bear.

With them my soul would bend
In humble reverence at Thy holy throne,
Trosting the merits of Thy Son slone
Thy sceptre to extend.

If1 this day have striven
With Thy blest Spirit, or have bow’d the knee
To aught of earth, in weak idolatry,

I pray to be forgiven.

If in my heart has been

Au unforgiving thought, or word, or ook,

Though deep the malice which I scarce could brook,
Wash me from the dark sin.
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If § have tarn’d away )
From griel ur sullering which 1 might velieve,
Carclexs the cup of witer ¢'en to give,

Forgive me, Lord, I pray.

And teach me how to feel
My sinful wanderings with « deeper smart,
And more of mercy and of grave impan,
My sinfulnesa to heal.

Fathor ! my soul would be

Pure as the drops of eve’s unsullied dew,

Auwd as the stars whose nightly course is true,
So would 1 be to Thee.

Not for mysclf alone
Would I these blessings of Thy love imglore,
jut for each penitent the wide earth v'er,
Whowm Thou hast eall’d Thine own,

And for my heart's best friends,
Whose steadfast kindness o’er my paisdal vears,
Has wateh'd to soothe afilictions, griefs, and tears,
My warmest prayer ascends.

Should o'er their path decline

Tho light of gladness, or of hape, or hexdth,

Be Thou their solace, and their joy and wealth,
As they have long been mine.

And now, O Father, take
The heart 1 cast with humble faith on Thee,
Aad cleanse its depths from cach imparity,
‘or my Redeemer's sake.
Hymns of the Ages.

Familp Reading.

“WORSHIP Gon”

In the centreof a beautiful bay, on the southern const of Nevonshire, there stands
a little village, commaunding at once the two bold headlands that stretch out into
the sca. and all the intervening panorama of corn-fiekd, meadow-dund, and white
cliff nodding over snowy heach. Within sight of this village, and in full view of
tho lovely scene of which I spenk, there stood some years ago a whitewashed cot-
tage, ill-shaped and wtterly unworthy of the spot, yet dear asever home had

ower to be to Iorace Byandon and his heart’s throned idols.

These idols were but two, but they sufficed to 11 bis life with joy ;—whether
that joy had strength, and cvuld endure, he asked not, nor dreawed of asking.
Enough for him, 3t seemed, that he had power and will to bring his offering to
the shrine, and bow before it with an absolute devotion ; enough for him that he
was beloved by those ha worshipped, and that their lives were blended with his
own 80 traly, that to think of parting had been agony heyond all earthly pain.

XKate Brandon was not naworthy of her hushaad’s love. Educated in Frauoce,
yet full of deepest ethusinsm for her native country, she united in this gniet home
beside (e sea all the refined politeness of superior continental manners with the
truc-hearted frankness of an English lady. To her fair bands the cottage owed
its waving garlands of pale woodbine and climbing rose trees; and all the per-
fume of the little §arden that called the solitary stranger to rest long beside its
fences was the result of her wise forethought in the days of early spring.
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They had one child. To what shall I compare her! In the most heautiful crea-
tions of the poets I best love, in the most glowing of my dreams of heaven, there
are continual glimpses of thee, Ettic! Nor is it outward beauty that enchains
me—though thou art beautiful as are the stars of night! it is that through thy
dark mysterious eyes—now flashing forth a lustrous glory that seems to speak of
heaven, and now melted into sadness that proclaims thy heritage of the dark guilt
that cost us paradise—there speaks a voice more plaintive than the wave-plash
on the share, more powerful than the night-wind amoung the branches ; it is that
in thy smile I mark the dawning of a light more worthy of its Maker than the
swift-winged day-beam, more lasting in its duration than cun, or moon, or star.

Ah, childhood, thou art from God ! and evermore thou teachest of the Christ,—
Himself, through all Iis life, in meekness and humility and love, the veriest
child-man that the world has ever known. Wisely have the pure lips that spake
as never mortal spake before, left us these words for our proud hearts to ponder,
< Except ve be converted and become as little children, ye shall not enter into
the kingdom of heaven.”

As Euie Brandon grew beside that cottage hearth, and day by day inereased
in all those nameless graces which make up the beauty of the inner and outer
life of such o being, her father felt that new love rose up within him, to claim
place on heart’s throne, heside the passionate affection for his wife which hitherto
had reigned unrivalled there. And yet he loved Kate all the more for this, and
felt that she was dearer to him now, than when he had nought else to cherish and
adore. Unhappy Iforace! how many millions of our race have, like thee, built
their joys on shifting sands.

For years had this idolatry found shrine within the cottage by the shore, and
in those years the people of the hamlet had seen strangers come and go—some to
the home in heaven-—but never yet had one of those who walked beside the sea,
and looked up wondering at the solitary cottage, found opportunity fur intercourse
with its reserved and yet interesting inhabitants. Known was it by them all that
it was to economize that Mr. Brandon in his pride came hither ; known was it by
all that he desired no friendship beyond his threshold, no social intercourse be-
yond the hearth where his beloved ones smiled ; but they kuew little more. Morn-
iog and evening, by a route which others seldom trod, the three came down upon
a distant beach, and walked there till the roontide heat or the cold night breeze
warned them to be gone. At such times the tall figure in the midst was scen to
bend in gleeful frolic with the child beside him, or to point out the glories of the
ocean and the sky to the less active of his fair companions; but when, attracted
by the little one, children ran on and would have watched, or even joined her
play, the trio walked at once down to the very margin of the waves, and stood
there till the stragners had withdrawn. 1lithertor therefore, visitors had found it
impussible, even in that seciuded spot—where ceremony might reasonably have
been expected to have found no rest for the sole of her foot—to become acquain-
ted with the inmates of the cottage.

It was not to be always thus with them.

Ettie’s seventh autumn came and brought its wealth of ripened froit and yellow
corn and ever varied tree-hues, while by the heaving ocean they were well con-
tent to dream away the cooler portions of the glowing day ; and with the autumn
there appeared upon the shore a form that never yet the eye that could discern
beauty, or intellect, or wisdom, could look upon unmoved. Young, wealthy,
¥iftcd, and sublimely taught of God, Charles Grayham could rot, it he would,

have passed through life without a mighty influence on all around him. Won-
drously in his as yet but partially developed character, were united calmest dig-
nity and deep humility; an almost impulsive kindness and a quiet observation
that was a constant safeguard against imposition ; & temper so within control that
few could guess how warm it was by nature ; and a deep passion for the good
2nd true that could endure no bouad. A poet and a Christian, a student of a lore
that is not of the earth, an ardent lover of God’s glorious world in which it was
his privilege to prepare for a life beyond, Grayham came down—to—only To DIE.

What might have been if God had seen it to be well that he should live, it is not
ours to know. Blind as we are, we think that he might have become a mighty
teacher through the utterance of the grand message of the Christian poet ; blind
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as we are, we dream that a vast wealth might in his hand have worked great good
amongst us. Who can stand up and say that so it had been? This only is it ours
to understand-—** 1 hath doue all things well.”

Grayham wes not alone at —. One after another the beloved and anxious
members of his family came to watch over him, ready, on slightest symptom of
increasing danger, to summon all the rest. But still he would not suffer many to
be there, and thus it happened that in those first days when he wasstrong enough
he walked out, often, by the shore alone ; and Ettie, whose child-heart discovered
as by instinct that this stranger need not, ought rot, to be shunned as others
were, took compassion on what she at first regarded as a pitiable solitude, and
made advances towards friendship which he found it impossible to disregard. The
result was not unpleasing to Mr. Brandon, who had himself conceived a sudden
liking for Ettie’s new acquaintance, and scarcely a week had elapsed before he
suffered her to introduce him as they met beside the sea.

That morning some domestic duty had detained Mrs. Brandon, and readered it
needful for her husband and Ettie to commence their walk alone. The child sat
quietly at the feet of the two gentlemen, and played with flowers and pebbles,
listening, however, to every word they said. Meuntally, she took notes concerning
that dialogue.

“ Mamma,” she asked that evening, when her mother bent over the little bed
for one more kiss, ¢ is this a good place to die in, mamma ?”

The listener grew pale. ¢ Why do you ask, dear child ?”

* Because I so much should like to know. Is it a better place than London or
Exeter, mamma ?”

““No, dearest, I think not. But it is a strange question. What made you
think of iv?”

*Ouly what Mr, Grayham said to duy,” murmured the child, thoughtfully, as
she turned her dark eyes upon the star-lit sky. * Ie told papa that he came here
to dic; and then X looked up quickly and I saw bim smile at the sea. Does the
sea know when people smile at it, mamma. ?”

“No, love. Bat Mr. Grayham was I suppose, thinking very deeply, and then
he fixed his eyes upon the ocean.”

‘1t is very strange,” said Ettie ; I never heard papaspeak about dying except
once, aud then he looked vexed and said * Begone, don’t care!’

‘¢ Begone, dull care!” ” said Mrs. Brondon, smiling. ‘I suppose papa did
not like to thiok of learing mamma and Ettie, even to go to heaven.”

 Will papa go to heaven, mamma?”’ asked the child, brightening.

“Of course he will, dear. Good people always go there,” replied her mother,
quickly. Alas! it was not the first time she had taught the awful lie that man
with his own righteousness can mount to heaven!

“I know. Itwas naughty to ask like that; only if papa is going to heaven, it
is strange that he should say ‘Begone, don’t care! when he thinks of it. Do you
think papa ever smiles like Mr Grayham when he talks of dyiag ?”

‘] cannot tell, dear. Go to sleep now and forget it.”

The large eyes sought the sky once more. ‘I 'wonder where heaven is,” said
Ettie. “ Do you think I shall go there when I die, mamma?”?

Mrs. Brandon bent again over the bed. “ My pet, you must not think of dying
yet. You are to live and be a comfort to papa and me. Do you think we could
bear to part with you ?”

¢ Ah, but you must, mamma, if God says yes. The box they carried along the
beach yesterday was shorter than little Ettie, and they put a child inside that was
quite dead. What is the little child doing vow, mamma ??

Mrs. Brandon was at a loss. ** Singing, perhaps,” she suggested.

“ What about, mamma ? About Jesus Christ do you think? What would she
say about him? Does he love her, and speak kindly to her, and would he have
me up there to, if I died, mamma ?”’

¢ Yes, dear, I am sure he would.”

“Then, mamma, perhaps it won’t be very long before you have to send me.
Mr. Grayham is going, and he is very happy. Couldn’t I ask God to let us all go
together, mamma ?”
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But Mrs. Brandon could not answer, for thoughts too deep and strong for quick
expression crowded on her mind. Iow was it that the dying utterances of a
mother long since passed away came back upon her then and made her weep?
How was it that the conscicnce she so long had silenced woke that night and said
“ Thy mother, dead, hath taught thee better than thou, living, has taught this, thy
ckild!?’ Never before had conversation such as this passed between Katherine
and the child she loved Letter than her own life ; never before had she, so anxious
in all things beside, spoken of death and heaven and Christ to this soul hunger-
ing and thirsting after righteousness. True, she had every evening taught the
child to repeat some form of, to her, incomprehensible prayer, and every Sunday
she had taken her io the old parish church, but there the religious education of
little Ettie had been supposed to end. Ah, but she kad a Teacher, though she
knew it not, and Ile who said of such asshe, *‘ Forbid them not to come,” was
drawing even mnow that young heart to himself. And when her mother left
her the stars saw a snowy figure creep from the little bed and kueel down on
the floor to pray in her own simple words to *‘ Jesus up in heaven ”

Next morning at the usual hour Grayham went forth to meet his new compan-
ion, but he found her not. Noon passed and eventide came on, bat still no Ettie
came, The twilight of a second day found him before the cottage bent on the re-
moval or the confirmation of the fears that clustered round his heart. Already he
began to love this child ; even now something whispered in his ear that she was
almost ready for the home to which he was himself no lingering traveller.

She was not dead; he knew that by the fact that blinds were raised, and that
the surgeon’s horse stood by the door. 1le entered and found Mr. Brandon in the
hall.

“ Your little girl—" was all he said, but those three words conveyed at once his
anxious interest and sympathy. .

The answer but contirmed his fear. ‘Ettie had been seized with fever, and
there was little hope. Who that had scen ‘an idol worshipper, when his heart’s
deity is tottering on its shrine, can fail to picture all the father’s wild and ter-
rible distress? In vain were holiest words of consolation spoken ; the maddened
heart would hear no voice but that of dark rebellion against God.

“J have not deserved this, sir,” he exclaimed, bitterly. *The Book you quots
would make me believe thatitis right that she should die, and I should thank God
for t':e loss of my only child! I will not, cannot do it. She skhall live. Why
shoulu I lose the treasure I have learned to prize so dearly ?” and he looked sullen-
ly upon the darkening sea.

For ten days after this Mr. Grayham called in vaian on his new friend. True,
Mr. Brandon sent him constant messages of unmistakeable cordiality, hut he was
never visible. At the end of that time, Ectie, whose life ebbed fast, desired to see
him, and he went up into her room, to find her changed indeed.

Upon the fair white bed, beneath the window through which she had gazed
upon the stars, the child lay quietly, her bright orbs fixed, and her hands clapsed
together.

“I am so glad to see you, Mr. Grayham. I want you to pray to God aloud.
Ask him to take us all together up to heaven, if he likes; and tell him I can smile
like you, now, when I think that I shall die.””

With warm tears in his eyes, he knelt and prayed. It was a prayer as simple
as sublime—-such as only a poet could have worded, such as only a Christian
could have felt. The child looked at him when he ended, and said thoughtfully,
“Whenever I sec you in heaven I shall think about that prayer!”

Ile smiled, and whispered, * Then you think that your going to heaven, Ettie ?
Why do you thirk so?” .

She looked at him again, as if in wonder. * Because you read to me one day
out of your little book that Jesus was punished for my naughty ways, and so I
peed not be punished at all; and you said that, if I only belicved what the book
said about bim, I should go up to Jesus when I died. And I do believe that he
let them kill him because I had been naughty, and because I could never have
been made quite good, and taken to a good place, if he had said that he would not
die for me. And so, if I believe it, you know, I must be going to God.”
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ITe looked into the faces ou the other side of the bed, and thanked God that they
heard those simple, childlike words. The mother’s face was at once earnest,
thoughtiul, and resigned; the father would not melt. Surely, if any teaching
could bave won its way into his heart, it had been this from Ettie’s dying lips.
But Mr. Grayham could not hope, for on the brow and in the cye of the man who
had o room within his soul for Gop, there sat a dark expression such as he feared
to witness.

Within a week they bore her to the grave. Then, in the chamber where she
died, you might have heard through the long night the steady tramp of him from
whom God dared to take that which He had stooped to lend.

Grayham was constantly by the now gloomy hearth, for there was little hope
that Mrs. Brandon would be there much longer. At first they all refused to real-
ise her danger, but it soon became self-evident, She wasnotunprepared. Ettie’s
death-bed had taught her Heaven’s great lesson—faith in the Conqueror over
death and hell.

Unhappy Horace! Ifadst thou but remembered God thy maker; hadst thou
but owned the hand that gave thee all ; had but thy faith in Him, and in the future,
which Ilis Christ has bought, led thee to hold thine earthly treasures with a looser
grasp, thou hadst not now been shipwrecked utterly !

She, too, was dead. Beside that senseless cluy he broke furth—not for the first
time—into dark curses of the day that gave him birth, and of the God who had,
even in these deep sorrows, sought to warn and counsel and entreat, and who,
till now, had crowned his life with joy! From that hour, never hope dawned in
his breast. From that hour, never word of Holy Writ, or dream of death, or mes-
sage from the cross, touched his now hardened heart. e lived, he died, unrecon-
ciled to God.

Long before this, Grayham had passed away. By God’s bright throne he met
the sonls to whom he had been privileged to bring good tidings. Who can describe
their future? But he who had set up within his heart a shrine that excluded
Gop,—he, by that very act, shut himself out of the eternal society of those he
loved, and saw them never more l—Englisk paper.

THE BLOOD-STAINED LEAF OF LUCKNOW.

In the station of ——, in the upper provinces of India, I was one mornin
visiting the hospital as usual. As I entered the general hospital, I was told by
one of the men, that a young man of the —— regiment was anxious to speak to
me. Intheinnerward I found, lying on the chorepoy ina corner, a new face, and,
walking up to him, said, “ I am told you wish to see me; I do not recollect hav-
ing seen you before.” ¢ No,” said he, * I have never seen you before, yet you
seem no stranger, for I have often heard speak of you.” I asked him if be was
ill or wounded. “Iam ilL” he replied. He went on to say, that he had just
come down from Cavrnpore, after having been present at the relief of Lucknow.
“ Perbaps you would like me to tell you my history,” he added. “It raay be
you remember, a long time since, some of our men going into the hospital oppo-
site, as you sat reading to one of the Highlarders. ‘There were some half-dozen
or more of them ; they came to see a sick comrade. You went up presently to
them, and told them how grateful you and all your country were to the noble
soldiers for so readily coming to protect you all, and how deeply you sympathized
with them in the noble cause in which they were now going to take a share. Then
you talked to them of the danger which would attend them. You reminded them
that life is a battle-field to all, and asked them if they were soldiers of Christ,
and if they had thought of the probability of their falling in battle. I have heard
all about that long talk you had with the men. Then you gave your Bible to
one, and asked him toread a passage. He chose the 23rd }’salm, and you prayed.
They asked you for a book or a tract, to remind them of what had been said, and
you gave them all you had in your bag But for one man there was none. They
were to start that afternoon, so that you had not time to get one. But you went
to the apothecary, and got pen and paper from him, When you came back, you
gave this paper to him, telling him you should look for him in heaven.’ The
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poor fellow pulled out, from the breast of his shirt, half a sheet of note-paper, on
which I recognized my own hand-writing, though scarcely legible from wear, On
it were written the 1st, 7th, 10th, 14th, I5th, and 17th verses of the Sth chapter
of 2nd Corinthians, and the whole of that hymn beginning—

¢ How sweet the name of Jesus sounds.”

* That man,” he continued, ‘“‘and I were in the same company, but he was a day
ahead of me, We met in Cawnpore, then marched on with the rest to Lucknow.
When we halted, the first thing he did was to take out his paper, and read it
aloud to those who cared to hear; then he prayed with us. As we marched, he
spoke much of his old father and mother, and only brother, and wished he could
see them once more. But he was very, very happy, and ready to  go home,” if
God saw fit. As we neared Lucknow, he dwelt much on eternity, and said to me,
¢ It is very solemn to be walking into death. I shall never leave this ill-fated
city.” We had many fights, standing always side by side. I am an orphan. I
lost my parents when o child, and was brought up at school. I never had one to
love me, and life was indeed a weary burden ; yet, beyond, all was darker still,
for I knew nothing of a Saviour. But his reading and words came to my heart;
he was so kind to me, and always called me ‘brother.”” I never loved uill T had
him. IIe had found Jesus, and led me to love Ilim too. I cannot find words to
say how I joyed, when at last I felt I had o Friend above. Ob! I shall never
forget my joy when I first understood and believed. We had no book, only the
paper. We knew it off by heart, and I don’t know which of us loved it the best.
At last, in a dreadful fight in one of the gardens, a ball struck him in the chest.
Words cannot say my grief when he fell—tho only one I had to love me. I knelt
by him, till the garden was left in our hands, and then bore him to the doctors.
Bat it was too Inte—life was almost gone. ¢ Dear brother,” he said to me, ‘I am
only going home first. We have loved to talk of Zome together ; don’t be sorry
for me, for I'm so happy.

¢ How sweet the name of Jesus sounds!”

Read me those words she wrote.” I pulled them out from his bosom, all stained
with his blood as you see, and repeated them. ¢ Yes,” he said, ¢ the love of Christ
has constrained us. I am almost bome. I’ll be there to welcome you and her.
Good-bye, dear ——.” And he was gone, but I was left. Oh it was so very bitter!
I knelt by him, and prayed that I might soon follow him. Then I took his paper,
and put it in my bosom, where it has been since. I and some of our men buried
him in the garden. I have gone through much fighting since, and came down here
on duty with a detachment yesterday. They think me only worn with exposure,
and tell me I shall soon be well ; but I shall never see the sky again. 1 would
like to lie by his side, but it cannot be.” “I could not speak,” says the narrator,
‘“‘but only pressed his hand, poor fellow. At length he broke the silence.” * So
youw’ll forgive me making so bold in speaking to you. e often spoke of you, and
blessed you for leading him to Jesus. And he it was who led me to Jesus. We
snall soun be together again, and won’t we welcome you when you come !”’

Weread and prayed together. IIe was quite calm when Irose from my knees He
was too weak to raise his head from his pillow, but was quite peaceful and huppy.
He said, 1T feel that I shall not be able to think much longer, I have seen such
frightful things, Thank God, I have a sure and a blessed hope in my death. But
I have seen many die in fearful terror.”” I turmed to go; he still detained me;
he had a last request to make. ¢ Dear madam,” he said, “when I am gone,
promise me that this paper shall be put into my coffin. It gave me a friend on
earth, and he led me to a Saviour in heaven.” Need it be said that his request
was granted ? *When, two days afterwards, I found his spirit had fled, I took his
paper from his pillow, where it had been laid, and went to the apothecary. We
walked back to the corpse, and he placed it in the hands of the departed. I have
often thought since, how beautiful was that heavenly love which bouad those two
dear youung soldiers together! How it sweetened their last days on earth! They
were indeed friends in Jesus; and though their remains lie parted, yet they are
both sleeping in Jesus. Oh what a glorious resurrection theirs will be in the day
of His appearing l—From “ The Words She Wrote,” by the Rev. B. L. Wits.



