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* CHRIST AND MODERN THOUGHT.
BY REV. W. F. CLARKE.

The history of ages and generations may be traced, not only in the events which
transpire, but in the topics which most engage men’s minds, and occupy their
chief thoughts. QOurs can hardly be called a meditative age—it is rather an age
of action than of thought, yet it is not without its profonnd and earnest thinkers ;
nor is it without its great themes attracting attentive and prolonged study. Won-
derful in the progress it has chronicled, and the improvement it has achieved, it
is not the least remarkable feature in this age, that its most intense thonght is
concentrated on an historical person who passed away from the gaze of mankind
some eighteen wnd 2 half centuries ago, and whose childhood, youth, manhood
and age were compressed into the narrow span of three and thirty years. Most
ordinary and ven extraordinary historical characters become increasingly shadowy
and unreal, as the gulf of time yawns more widely between them and the actual
occupants of life’s busy stage ; but here is one of whom the reverse is true, and
who is more conspicuously visible to the great eye of the world now than he has
ever been at any given point of the more than eighteen centuries that have elapsed
since his disappearance from among wen. So manifestly is this the case, that if it
were asked which of all the many questions in the catechism of the times really
excites the deepest interest, the reply must be—it is that which eighteen hundred
and forty years ago rang like a sharp-toned bell * throughout all Judea and
Galilee and Samaria,” but now reverberates with a thousand-fold greaterloudness
throughout all the world—from east to west and {ro1a pole to pole:— What think
ye of Christ 77 As the dwellers in the Alpine districts of France and Switzevland
have ever in view a multitude of peaks, domes and pinnacles, while there towers
in majestic and solitary grandeur above them all one sublime and lofty summit,
50 amidst all the topics of hwman thonght to-day, looming up like myriad moun-
tain-ranges,—Christ is the Mont Blanc that rises in unspeakable majesty above the

* Part First of the Address at the opening of the Thirty-Fourth Session of the Congregational Colicge
of B, N. A,, in Ziou Church, Montreal, Sept. 16, 1872,
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mighty congregation of lower heights ; the base broadly built on earth, che sum-
mit grandly rearing itself high in Heaven ; the lower slopes terraced with gardens,
festooned with vines, garlanded with flowers, and sparkling with streamlets,
while the topmost height is crowned with the snowy whiteness of unsullied purity,
and bathed in the eternal sunshine of the skies !

This Alpine illustration is pertinent to the case in hand, not only in view of

" the fact that universal humanity is gazing very intently at Christ, but in view of

this fact also, that the gaze is a reverent one. Widely as men differ about Christ,
they agree in high appreciation of his moral character. Infidelity owns that he

- was good. Rationalism crowns him as the kingliest of men. Error as well as

truth awards honour to Jesus, and, without irony, hails and praises him. Anti-
Christian scepticism is dead. The exclamation, ‘ Crush the wretch !” does not

" awake the faintest echo. Every knee bows at the name of Jesus. Almost the

only exception to this is to be found in the disrespectful complaint of Emerson,
that ‘¢ Christianity dwells with noxious exaggeration on the person of Jesus.”
But that dreamy thinker -vould probablv make the same complaint of Infidelity,
as taught by a modern sceptic like Renan, who sets out to depict ‘“ an admirable

. human figure,” and unwittingly paints a divine portrait—whose avowed aim is to

eliminate the supernatural from Christ, and yet many of whose utterances are so
reverential, and even devout, that a believer might well-nigh adopt them as the
language of worship and the litany of love. The figure that lives and moves in
the pages of this remarkable writer, casts a reflection far larger and grander than
itself, as objects do their shadows, only in this case, the reflection is vastly more
real than the figure that castsit. Pious hearts have burned within them at the
traits which Renan occasionally brings out so finely, and on the whole, perhaps,
no avowedly sceptical book was ever produced, which has tended more powerfully
to strengthen the faith it aims to supplant.

It is noteworthy also, that the very unbeliefs of our day have an air of evident
sincerity about them. Men who, so far as their teachings go, are but ‘‘blind
leaders of the blind,” honestly own that they are groping after the light themselves.
They lack the self-confidence and assumed infallibility of their infidel predecessors.
They confess to hesitances and even dreads. They are like the drifting maviners
whom Paul describes : ¢ fearing lest they should have fallen upon rocks, they cast
four anchors out of the stern, and wished for the day.” Scepticism is no peaceful
haven where *‘ the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary are at rest.” Itis
an exposed and boisterous channel, through which the windsrave, and the anchors
drag ; and over which neither sun nor stars appear. The voyagers are sleepless.
anxious, troubled. This state of things calls for an entire change of front and of
bearing, on the part of Christian believers. While infidelity ‘ breathed out
threatenings and slaughter,” armed resistance was necessitated, but the foe of the
battle-field becomes the brother when in hospital, and no chivalrous crew would
pour a broadside into a crippled frigate which hoisted signals of distress, though
it would not strike its flag. Exyperience teaches that what wmen want is the revela-
tion of Jesus Christ; and for such as are bewildered, consciously dark, and
eagerly desirous of enlightenment, the tenderest sympathy should be cherished,
and every means used to prevail on them to grasp the hand of Him who only can
guide them out of the labyrinths of error. Rejection of the truth—nay, even
mability to receive it, is. no doubt, to some extent, the offspring of depravity,
but there is a vast difference between the unbelief that boldly champions vice,
and the unbelief that essays to do what it can, however little, to assunage anxiety,
dispel darkness, and relieve want. Infidelity, as the ally and friend of profligacy,
is no more—infidelity, in the form of inveterate hostile prejudice, is among the
things that were—and an infidelity, thoughtful, sincere, ready to **hearken to
reason,” and wistful for light, has taken their place. The mammoths and pachy-
dermata of the past have disappeared, and the advent of finer organizations and
more sensitive natures marks a new era in the history of human thought.

It is a further characteristic of our times, that Christ, as distinguished from
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Christian doctrine, is far more prominent in religious literature, and in preaching,
than formerly. The skeleton of doctrine is clothed with flesh, encases a pulsing
heart, pud moves smonyg men in the person of the Founder of Christianity, to
whoin has come, in modern days, as it were, a second resurrection. Ductrinal
dissertations, dry and hard as the bouy structures wired and hung up in a college
of surgery, formed the staple of theosogical publications, and of sermons, not very
long since. Now, their place is largely and better occupied with the teaching and
preaching of Christ. Human proneness to ex.remes manifests itself hero, how-
ever. ‘‘Away with doctrine,” exclaim some, ¢ and give us Christ.” 1tis con-
tended by not a few, that systematic theology is a needless, if not impertinent,
thing, the chief argument for this crude view being, that Christ did not teach a
systematized body of truth. But it is not necessary to banish doctrine, that
Christ muy appear on the scene, and be the central figure there. Nor does the
absence of a system of divinity from Christ’s sermons, prove that no such system
existed in his mind. The articles of a creed, however well stated, are not tit to
be made heads of a popular discourse, and yet the discourse and creed may not
only coexist and agree, but the one may be the outgrowth and expression of the
other. If it could be proved that truth did not lie in the wmind of Christ as a
carefully-arranged system of doctrine, it would not be justitiable to conclude that,
therefore, we are to throw systematic theology to the winds. It is questionable
whether God’s perfect knowledge of his works is mapped out in the divine mind
agiee are obliged to map ont the several departinznts of knowledge.  Chemistry,
botany,*zoology and the like, are indispensable to us, and if we did not systema-
tize our knowledge in that way, there would be endless omissions and confusions,.
Doctrine is the bony framework of truth—the body would, by its own dead weight.,
sink down into a shapeless mass without it, but it is neither wise nor needful to
exhibit as a grim, gaunt skeleton.  Moreover, the Bible is intended to do for us
what we cannot do for ourselves, hut, at the samne time, to enlist our agency in
every practical way. The Bible reveals truths we could never, by any pussibility.,
have discovered, but once made known to us, we are competent to arrange them,
and it will be beneficial forus to doat. The outery against doctrine, usually pro-
ceeds from those whose opinions are vague, and who, perhaps, like the gifted but
fanatical Irving, “love to see ideas looming out of the mist,” or from those who
are consciously heterodox on some points, and lack the manhood to declare their
convictions.,  The fivst class are to be pitied as mentally weak and wndisciplined.
and the second class are to be despised as—

fCCraven souls whao meanly shrink,
From the truth the) needs must think.”

But neither, nor both, however loud or long the outery they raise against doctrine,
will exert the slightest influence on those who, with Lord Bacon, know how grand a
thing it is for the mind to “ rest in Providence, move in Charity, and furn itsdr
an the poles of Truth.” v

To give, in barest outline, a sketch of modern religious thought in relation to
Chnist, would be too large and unwieldy a task for an address or lecture like the
present, while thoroughly to discuss the many points of intevest that have arisen,
would require a volume, or, indeed, a series of volumes., 'Two branches of the
subject, those, however, of chiefest importance, will be all that can be gone into
with any fullness on this occasion. These are the person and work of Christ.
Not only are they, in themselves, considered points of prime importance, but the
positions taken in regard to them, virtually settle ail other questions of moment
that spring up concerning Christ.  Hence they have been largely and earnestly
discussed during those recent years which have exhibited that remarkable atten-
tion to the subject in hand, which we have already taken oceasion to notice.

Controversies about the person of Christ broke out quite early in the history of
the Church, and raged with considerable violence. One great good that came out
of them, was the clear and unambiguous language in which the doctrine held by

B
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the great mass of Christians, was expressed in creeds adopted by the various
Councils which were convoked for the purpose of effecting separation between
heresy and truth.  As a result of this, heterodoxy was compelled to be explicit
also,—the lines of divergence and disagreement were sharply drawn, and ancient
landmarks were fixed, which have never been removed, and never will be. It is
proverbial that history repeats itself ; and highly noteworthy, in relation to the
matter before us, that all the dogmas recently promulgated in reference to the per-
son of Christ may be found, full-blossomed or in germ, among the controversial
records of the early Christian centuries. Modern is the reproduction of ancient
thought. Isthere any theory or opinion on this subject concerning which it can
be said : “Lo! thisisnew” ! Whilo in various quarters, old and long-since ex-
ploded ideas are being revived, it . suld be well, indeed, if, without the fierce
acrimonies of ancient controversy, we could secure its clearness and definiteness
of statement. Principal Cunningham, himself one of the clearest, as well as
ablest, of modern theologians, well observes: ¢ Tt is, of course, the duty of all
to sce that they are able to unfold the scriptural views of the person of the
Redeemer, with clearness, precision and accuracy. There is reason to fear that

. professing Christians in general, and even ministers of the gospel, are too apt to

rest satisfied with very vague and indefinite conceptions of the person of Christ,
and to contemplate Him too much merely in general as a glorious and exalted
Being, who came down from heaven to save sinners, without distinctly regarding
Him as at once very God and very man, a real possessor of the Divine naturg, and at
the same time as truly and fully a real partaker of flesh and blood like ourselves.
This is the view given us in Scripture of the person of our Redeemer; and itis
only when this view of His person, in all its completeness, is understood and
realized, that we are duly honouring the Son, and that we are at all fitted to cher-
ish and express the feelings, and to discharge the duties of which he ig the appro-
priate object 3 to love Him with all our hearts, as at once our Creator and our
elder Brother, to rest in Him alone for salvation, to yield ourselves unto Him as
alive from the dead, and to rely with implicit confidence on His «bility and wil-
lingness to make all things work together for our welfare, and to admit us at

. length into His own presence and glory.” This, extract, we most heartily en-

dorse, not only in its urgency of intelligent, well-defined, and earnestly maintain-
ed views, but in the summary it gives of the Scripture doctrine as to the person

. of Christ.

In these, as in former times, four theories loom up most prominently, amid the
heavings of human thought on the subject under consideration.

1. The first, is that which is embodied in the quotation just made from Principal
Cunningham. It is tersely expressed in the Assembly’s Catechisms, thus: ‘¢ Christ
was and continues to be God and man,” (shorter catechism) “‘in two entire dis-
tinct natures, and one person, forever.” (larger catechism).

2. The second, is that which maintains that Christ was simply a man, an extra-
ordinz,t’ry man, indeed ; the man of men, but still a Man, “only that and nothing
more.

3. The third theory represents Christ as more than human, but less than divine.
It exalts Him above all other created beings, but it makes Him only the most ex-
alted of creatures. It invests Him with high rank in the universe, but excludes
Him from the throne of deity.

4. The fourth view holds that God canie into the world in the form of a man.
The Divine nature tenanted the human body, and made up a Person, consisting
of humanity as to all the physical powers and faculties, but of deity as it respects
mind and spirit. This theory contends that Christ was truly and properly God,
yet by becoming arrayed in flesh, and made subject to physical laws, He was re-
duced to the human level, and became a man.

As already stated, the first of these views, is that which, according to our best
judgment, is taught in Holy Scripture. It is admitted by those who do not hold
it, to have been the doctrine of the Church, at any rate ever since the fourth cen-
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tury. Not only is it embalmed in all the ancient confessions, but it is to be found
fresh and alivo in all the evangelical creeds of Ghristendom to-day. The Preshy-
terian Confession of Faith says: *‘The Son of God, the second person in the
Trinity, being very and oternal God, of one substance and equal with the Father,
did, when the fullness of time was come, take upon Him mau’s nature, with all
the essential properties and infirmities thereof, yet without sin ; being conceived
by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of the Virgin Mary, of her sub-
stance. So that two whole, perfect and distinctnatures, the Godhead and the wan-
hood, were inseparably joined together in one person, without couversion, com-
position or confusion.  Which person is very God and very man, yet one Christ,
the only Mediator betwe.on God and man® The second section of Methodist
dactrine, nsing almost the ipsissima verbu of the Chureh of England, in one of the
thirty-nine articles, says : *“The Son, who is the Word of the Father, the very and
eternal God, of une snbstance wi.h the Father. took man’s nature in the womb of
the blessed Virgin; so that two whole and perfect natures, that is to say, the God-
head and manhood, weve joined togetlier in one person. never to be divided,
whereof is one Christ, very God and verv man, who truly sulfered. was erucified,
dead and buried, to veconcile His Father to us, and to be a sacrifice, not
for original guilt, but also for the actual &, 15 of men.”  Congregationalism, the
world over, except the apustate and heterodox New England section of it, hearti-
Iy says *“ Amen!™ to these utterances.

I would have you take the voice of antiyuity and the yeneral consent of Chris-
tendom on this and all other theological questions, for just what they are worth,
so much and no more. They are worth somethine.  Disvespeet for age and for the
wisdom of the ancients ave among the worst fanlts of onr time.  Some revercuce is
due toa rock or pile (thuugh it be a rain), which has a houry antignity to boast of.
White lncks have a claim to respect, even if the head the v cuaifle be not that of
a Nestor, or a Paul. A doctrine is surely uo worse for having been long and
unanimously believed hy the wise and good. The early ervstallizatiou of this doe-
trine of Christ’s person into a ereed-form, aud the emenrrence of Chrisiendom
in holding it, are strong presumptions in favonr of its being one avticle in  the
faith once delivered to the saints.”’” In theology, it may he aceeptedas a protty safe
axiom, at any rate as a rale, not, perhaps, without some exceptions, that
““what is true is not new, and what is new is not tine ” Trath itself, is indeed
old, yea, hoary with age, older than ** the cternal hills.”  Let us have a cure how
we despise its grey hairs. They are a crown of glovy to it.

If the doctrine in question had been adopted without disenssion, affivined over
and over without re-investigation, or scarcely ever put into the erucible of con-
troversy, the case would be very different.  But it was originally accepted after
much contention, it has been reviewed again and again, nor is it withour its ficree
and mighty assailants now. Insome respectsit is the very Gibraltar of theology.
It is a key position, often and vigorously attacked. strongly fortified and garri-
soned, but ever more impregnable. No doctrine holls its own with greater sere-
nity, amid the assaults of controversy.

** Like some tall cliff, that rears its awfut form,
Towers o'er the plain, and midway leaves the storm,
Though round its hase the rolling clouds are spread.
Eternal sunshime settles on its bewd”

In view of all this, it is somewhat surprising, to say the least of it, to find the
gifted anthor of the latest * Life of Christ,” treating this venerable and widely-
received theory as a mere theological cobweb, which he brushes aside in the fol-
lowing summary manner : *‘This new theantiropic Being, of blended divinity and
humanity, will occasion no surprise in those who are familiar with modes of
thought which belonged to the early theologians of the Church. Itis only when
In our day, this doctrine is supposed to be found in the New Testament, that one
is inclined to surprise.

“For, as in a hot campaign, the nature of the lines of intrenchment is determin-
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ed hy the assaults of the enemy, so this doctrine took its shape, not from Serip-
ture statements, but from the exigencies of controversy. It was thrown up to
meet the assaults upon the true divinity of Christ ; and although cumbrous and
involved, it saved Christianity. For the truth of the proper divinity of Christ is
the marrow of the sacred Scriptures. It is the only point at which natural and
revealed religion can be reconciled.

‘““ But if by another and better statement the divinity of Christ can be exhibited
in equal eminence and with greater simplicity, and if such exhibition shall be
found in more obvious accord with the language of the New Testament, and with
what we now know of mental philosophy, it will be wise, in constructing a life of
Christ, to leave the antiquated theory of the mediweval church, and return to the
simple and more philosophical views of the sacred Scriptures.” *

We shall have occasion presently to notice, that ¢“ other and better statement,”
which Mr. Beecher propuses to substitute for what he calls ¢ the antiquated theory
of the mediweval church.” Meanwhile, a demurrer or two may claim to be put in
against certain statements contained in the quotation just given. The first relates
to the aflirmation, that the doctrine vbjected to took shape not from Seripture
teaching, but from the exigencies of controversy. Do the facts uphold this position !
Is not this the simple history of the doctrine, that the early theologians, like those
of modern times. found two classes of texts in the Bible, descriptive of Christ, the
one class describing a true and proper man, the other describing the true and
living God; so that the exigencies, not of controversy, but of Scripture interpre-
tation, compelled the theory of two distinet natures in one wondrous person !
Again, what a strange, indefensible statement it is, that a ductrine to be rejected as
unsound and unscriptural ‘“ saved Christianity,” in the days of exigeant contro-
versy. How cangthis be ! Iserror the champion and saviour of truth? Do
men gather gm]?gs of thorns, or figs of thistles I” And yet once more, is it en-
tirely fair to style this doctrine, °‘the antiquated theory of the mediwval church,”
when it formed a most conspicuous article in the Nicene creed, and has been un-
swervingly held by the Christian Church ever since ! Mediweval things are sume-
what hazy, dubious, and even suspicious ; and wedieval times began long after
the date of which this doctrine was formally adopted. Mr. Beecher himself says,
(p 47) of thisview, it **ay be called the ductrine of the Church, at least since the
fourth century.”

The secund, and purely humanitarian view of the person of Christ is not with-
out its modern advocates.  Renan, one of the most distinguished among them,
has been already named, and his remarkable volume, briefly characterized. ¢ Vie
de Jesus” is no connuon, every-day book. It is ‘“an attempt to conjure up, by
means of great learning and greater imagination, a mighty phantom in place of
the Son of God.”  Noris the attempt artful and dishonest. It is mmade ina sin-
cere and earnest spirit, and might be mottoed, ‘T believed, therefore have I
spoken.” Renan nreither excites nor gratifies sceptical levity., He draws, with
all the enthusiasm of an artist, a striking picture, the effect of whieh is to call up
one still more striking.  As you gaze, the conviction becomes inwrought, ¢ Ile
who was all this, must have been far more.™ The picture has indeed great
blemishes, and is distigured by one signal blot. The blemishes are those passages
which attribute to Christ partial degeneracy of character as His history advances,
want of absolute sineerity, resort to innocent artifices, duplicity, fanaticism, and
what Renan styles *‘a frightful access of enthusiasm.™ The great biot on the work,
even in a literary puint of view, is the attempt to show that the miracle of Laza-
rus’ resurrection was a pious fraud, and as such, under the circumstances, excus-
able and even justifiable.  This Life of Christ is avowedly constructed on the un-
manageable hypothesis that everything supernatural is false.  Any life of Christ
must be a failure that is written on this principle. The most appreciative estimate
of Christ a sceptic has ever given to the world, Renan’s portraiture is wholly taken
: fl't ne /;('qu.‘.

* Beecher’s Lifof Christ, pp. 47,48,




————

CHRIST AND MODERN THCUGHT. 147

A more recent issue from the English press bearing the Latin title ¢ Ecce
Homo,” 18, in its line, an equaily remarkable book with that just noticed, It is
not soexplicit in its aim as the French publication we have glanced at, nor dues
it put any definite issue before the world. The fruit of dissatisfaction with current
conceptions of Christ, it does not announce the anthor's arrival at any better
ones, but is rather a vigorous endeavour to write himself cut of a fog. ¢ Ecce
Homo” does not enterthe lists as the champion either of orthodoxy or of infidelity.
Itis an admirable description of a supernaturelly-endowed man. Whether he
who is described be also more than mar, is not aftirmed. Some eritics think
this implied, but it is a fair question whether it is purposely implied, or whether,
as in the case of Renan's buok, the sketch given is so manifestly untinished and
imperfect,—so plainly only a half-sketch, or side view, that the thoughtful reader
can hardly help filling it out with Deity. The British Premier’s eloquent review
of this work, —ore indeed a defence and a panegyric than a review,—contends
that the humauity of Christ has been thrown into the shade, and that some such
exhibition of it was needed as a corrective. It seeks to remove the objection
urged against the exclusive human side being presented, and the mischief some-
times done by half-truths, on the principle that the Gospels do not put the full
glor - of Christ into the foreground, and that sesus himself, in his publie teaching,
helds much back at the outset, and gradually develops his full character and
claims 5 wging wmorecver, that half-truths are harmful only when they are ex-
bibited as whole truths, It must be owned that these explanations are far from
satisfactory, and that this review with all its marked ability has more of the law-
yer and statesman, if not indeed the diplomat, about it, than it has of the humble
seeker after truth. Let it be borne in mind that the Gospels are but sections or
chapters in the one volume of Revelation, and that the discourses of Christ are
but part of the utterances of him who was ““ the Word,” If pne chapter, page,
or paragraph of ¢ Ecce Homo’’ ses forth the Divinity of Christ as plainly as
numerous texts and paragraphs to be found in the four Gospels do, there would
be pertinence and force 12 the argument. And what is it but presenting half
truths as whole ones when the other half is entirely wanting? Some of the most
glaring falsehoods and pernicious errors are manufactured simply by suppressing
haif the truth. Religious teaching should have the same attributes as are de-
manded in the evidence that is taken in law courts. It should set forth * the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.” One bivalve-shell may he
pretty, but without its mate it is not a perfect conchological specimen. If a
naturalist were showing to a company, a single bivalve shell of rare beauty, he
would be very apt to say, *‘This specimen is not complete. There is o mateto
this shell sumewhere, and I am sorry T havn’t got it.” The Deity and Humanity
of Christ ave bivalve truths, and if ever one is exhibited without the other, the
existence of the other should in some way be indicated. Reluctantly, but unhesi-
tatingly, therefore, “ Ecce Homo” with all its beauty and loftiness of cunception,
purity of style and diction, high appreciation of Christ and profound respect for
his teaching and work in the world, must be ranked among humanitarian theories.
In the total absence of any distinct recognition of Christ’s Deity, is it not perilously
misleading to teach that his expedient for saving men is to induce them to form a
‘“ strong persvnal attachment for a person of striking and conspicuous govdness ;™
that °* the most lost cynic will get a new heart by learninyg thoroughly to believe
in the virtue of vne man ;” and that subjective Christianity is the enthusiasin of
humanity kindled by * the man Christ Jesus ¥’ Had he said nothing else on the
subject, one brief passage in a discourse of Christ’s plays fatal havoc with all this,
“And Y, if Ibe lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.” Churist
does indeed attract the love and kindle the enthusiasma of humanity, not how-
ever by the example of his virtue, but by the magic of his death ; for this utter-
ance, concerning the mighty maguetism by which he would draw men, signitied,
not what life he should iive, but “ what death he should die.”

Technical Unitarianism aflins, that Christ was & mere man, but there are not
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wanting many indications among its professed adherents that this theory is folt
to be insuflicient and unsatisfactory. The secession of such men as Huntingdon
and Hepworth : ark the workings of modern thought among those with whom
they formerly associated, and to whom preaching scarcely accordant with the well-
know Socinian hypothesis was acceptable and welcome, until the date of their
withdrawal from the Unitarian ranks.

The third view of Christ's person, takes him up out of the iow vale of humanity,
and sets him on a pinnacle of great exaltation, high above angels and archangels,
but it leaves him among the creatures, though heis the noblest and most glorious
of them all. This theory, known to the early Church as Arinnism, does not seem
particularly attractive to modern thought, No book or publication of any note
has appeured of late years, in its exposition and defence. 8o far as it is held, it
appears to be latent rather than active. Tt is a leading tenet with Disciples or
Campbellites, but is kept by them very much in the back-ground, and seldom as-
sumes its relative prominence as one of the articles of their faith, unless dragged
to the light by controversy. Those who hold.this view, use largely the language
of orthodoxy, and often speuak, though ““ with 'bated breath,” words, which in the
mouths of others, would ascribe true Divine honours to Christ. It can only be
maintained by the aid of strained and forced interpretations of Scripture. The
passages that teach the humanity of Christ must be strained up to the lofty crea-
ture pinnacle assigned him, and the pagsages that teach his Deity must be toned
and let down from the infinite elevation of *‘the Great White Throne” to the
comparative degradation of the first scat among the celestial elders.

The fourth theory concerning the person of Christ might have been quickly
dismissed, as the third has been, but for tie fact that it is espoused by one of the
most popular preachersand writers of the age, and has been incorporated into the
charming volume ghich has been lately published as the tivst part of his ¢¢ Life of
Christ.”  The name of Henry Ward Beecher will secure for any theory he advo-
cates wide attention, and, with many, will carry vast influence. Wik some, it
will secure unquestioning conenrrence. His travscendent abilities, the exceeding
beauty of his style and illustrations, above all, his blameless life conseerated to
God and humanity, lend to all his utterances, wise and otherwise, immense
weight. 1t is not unreasonable to expect that backed thus, the theory in gues-
tion may come to be cmbraced by multitudes. Our author sets forth his view
with some civcumlocution, and with not overmuch precision ; at fivst rather in-
sinuating than expressly stating it, so that it is difficult to select a single brief pas-
sage or paragraph in which it is fully and fairly embodied. The following extracts
are taken as amonyg the most explicit in the chapter devoted to the discussion of
this point, and entitled, *‘ The Doctrinal Basis.” ¢ Jesus was God ; and he was
made flesh. The simplest rendering of this would seem to be, that the Divine
Spiric had enveloped himself with the human body, and in that condition, been
subject to the indispensible limitations of material laws.” Again: -¢ Jesus, a
Divine Person, brought his nature into the human body, and was snbject to all
its laws and conditions.” And yet again :—* Christ was very God, yet when
clothed with a human body, and made subject through that body to physical
faws, hie was then a man, of the smme moral faculties as man, of the same mental
nature, subject to precisely the same trials and temptations, only without the
weakness of sin. A human sovul is not something other and different from the
Divine Soul. 1t isas like it as the Son is like Hig Father. God is Father, Man
is Son. As God in onr place becomes human—such being the similarity of the
essential natures,—so man in God becomes Divine.”*

The view somewhat vaguely exhibited in these guotations is essentially that
which is known in Church History as ¢¢ the hevesy of Apollinaris,” and involves
the points on which the famous Eutychian and Nestorian controversies of the
fourth century hinged. Against this among other errors, the decrees of the Coun-

* Beecher's Life of Christ, pp. 49, 52-3.
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cils of Nice and Constantinople were divected, and the fact that this view had its
advocates then accounts for some peculiaritics of phraseology in the Nicene and
in later creeds. Mr. Beecher corruscates poetically around his theory, and irra-
dintes it with the bright glow of his genius, but condescends to furnish hardly
any proof of its correctness. To him it is well nigh self-evident, presenting as no
other theory does, or can, ““ the benuty and preciousness of Christ’s earthly life.”
On the other hand, the commonly-received doctrine is, in his view, ¢ that extra-
dinary theory of the Incarnation, which, without a single express scriptural
statement in 1ts support, works out a compouund divine nature, without analogue
or parallel in human mental philosophy.” This last brief quotation induces a
momentary sense of bewilderiment, for you can scarce help asking, is it not his
vtwn theory that *‘works out a compound Divine nature,” rather than the theory
which preserves the two natures pure and simple? When two chemical agents ave
brought together and blended, they form a third and compound substance diftor-
ing from both those concerned in its production ; and if Christ’s unenature be the
vroduct of Deity as to spirit and humanity as to body blended together, how can
the result be other than a compound quite different from the elements out of
which it is constituted ! Can you conceive of such a commingling of the two
natures without disparagement and loss to Deity, —the pure wine of Deity becom-
ing dilute as 1t were with the water of humanity. According to this view, the
Divine nature oceupied abody in the place of a human sonl, and this union formed
the Christ.  Such a compound is, however, quite inconceivable in the nature of
things. 1t is most explicitly tanght in Scripture, that the eternal Son of God was
incarnate, or asswmed human nature, or became man, Of course he could not cease
to be God. The Divine nature must have continued unchanged, because it is essen-
tially unchangeable.  Ouly the entireness and completeness of the human nature
could thercfore have been aflected by the union? Mr. Beecher denies that the union
left $wo whole, perfeet and distinet natures joined together in Christ; and says, that
the Divine nature became subject to limitations, restrictions, physical laws, and all
conditions attendant on humanity. But ran Deoity be limited and restricted ! ** God
is a Spirit,” how can he be made subject to physical law ? The essential conditions
of hummanity are such as fiperfection, weakness, liability to temptation, a nmrow
range of knowledge, ignorance of the future, and the like. How could Deity be
reduced so low, and still be Deity ¢ On Mr. Beecher’s theory, what becomes of
Christ’s sympathy with us arising ont of identity of nature? As God, he kb s
our trials, but Deity cannot be touched with the feelings of onr infirmities, as the
Seripture declares our Swviowr can be and is. Where is Christ’s experience of
temptation on this theory ! ‘““Gad cannot be tempted of ¢vil,” but our Saviour
was ‘‘ tempted in all peints like as we are, yet without sin.” Mr. Beecher seeks
to annihilate the distance between the human and the divine, and says, ** man-
hood is nearer Godhood, than we are wont to believe.” But the Bible chart of
being puts all the distance of infinitude between the two natures. It teaches us
that for Christ to have tiaken the nature of angels, would have left him sympathe-
tically out of reach of the human sinners he had undertaken to save, and asserts
that ““in all things it behoved him to he made like unto his brethrven.” He
must therefore have had a human soul as well as a human body. The mamutable
perfection of Deity assures us that the Godhead continued perfect and intact, and
thuse exigencies of redemption which demanded a true humanity, lewve us in no
doubt as to the completeness of the manhood.  To sum up in brief the considera-
tions which settle this question : there is nothing whatever in Seuipture to sug-
gest or imply the disappearance, absorption or extinction of the human nature in
the divine ; the natural meaning of those declarations which set orth the incar-
nation is, that humanity, though taken into union with Deity, :ontinued to be
humanity retaining all its essential properties ; and finally, that Christ is always
represented to us as having been, during the whole period of his abode on earth, a
true man, “ a full partaker of human nature in all its completeness.” There is
no evidence in Scripture, that Christ lacked anything whatever to make him an
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entire and perfect man ; on the contrary there is a direct and positive proof that
he had every essential property of humanity. Perfect human nature consists of a
body and soul united in one person. Christ took to himself a real body and a
real soul, retained them through 'his whole earthly career, retained them after
his resurrection, retains them still at the right hand of God, and will do so for
ever.

This question ramifies out in various directions, and a full discussion of it would
trespass on the second topic proposed to be takep up in this address. Let me
bridge over the passage between the one and the other by an apposite quotation
from Pye Smith’s * First Lines of Christian Theology,” in which the reasoning of
one of the greatest and best of the early fathers of the Church on this subject is well
epitomized :—‘‘ The great and good Ansehn, in his dialogue treatise, Cur Dews
Homo, (cap. ix.,) has argued this great point in a manner of which the essential
principles appear to me to be eternal truths. It may be thus summarily repre-
sented:—Universal and perfect obedicence is absolutely and unalterably due from
a creature to God on the ground of the right of property. He who violates this
right, commits an infinite wrong. Better were it that all sinning creatures should
perish, than that such wrong should be perpetrated without due animadversion,
and adequate penal retribution. To repair this infinite wrong, to maintain the
inviolable honours of the holy law, to preserve the purity of the Divine attributes
from being obscured or insulted, a security of infinite strength, a compensation of
infinite vaiue, was necessary. This, no man, no angel could ever provide. It
requires that superiority, independence, and infinite worthiness, which can be
found only in the Divine Nature. Buat it requires also, that community of inter-
ests and rights which can take place only in a community of race and species;
therefore the Saviour must be a real man. In fine, he and he only who is God and
mah can be an efficient Redeenier and Saviour for the guilty race of man.” *

PROFESSOR TYNDALL’S CHALLENGE TO PRAYER.
BY REV. JOBN WOOD, OF BRANTFORD.

A PROPOSAL of rather a novel character has recently been put forth by Dr. Tyn-
dall, the celebrated English savant, ostensibly to test the value and efficacy of
prayer. We have not the exact terms of the proposul before us, but the sugges-
tion is substantially as follows:—Two separate wards of a given hospital are to be
designated as the arena of the experiment. For the patients in the one of these
wards Christians are to be invited to * pray their best ;” while those of the other
are to be left unprayed for, and committed to the uncovenanted mercies of Pro-
vidence and the doctors. Then, if the inmates in the former, which we shall call
Ward No. 1, all recover, and thase of the latter, or No. 2, all die, the world is to
believe in the value and efticacy of prayer !

Now, Professor Tyr:dall is a very eminent man in his own line of research and
labour, and has made some valuable contributions to our knowledge of the physi-
cal sciences. But, like too many such men, he appears, wnfortunately, to be
tinctured with sceptical opinions, and iv have fallen into the error of supposing
that nothing can be true in the rcalm of Theology, any more than of Physics,
that cannot be demonstrated by the test of actual * experiment.”

* First Lines of Christian Theology, p. 409.
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We have no means of knowing how much or how little the Professor has studied
hi= Bible (if that Sacred Volume has been so honoured as to have been afforded
a place in his library), but this much, at least, he ought to have known—viz,
that as the Bible is our warrant for praying at all, it alone can teach us the con,
ditions and limitations under which we are encouraged to pray. And, therefore-.
before issuing his foolish proposal, he ought, in justice to his own reputation for
wisdom and candour, to have ascertained whether the Hearer of Prayer had pro-
mised to grant every petition presented, or to submit himnself to such tests of his
veracity as any of his poor fallen creatures might choose to put him to.

Truth to say, the appearances are that Professor Tyndall had already, in his
own mind, settled the question of the efficacy of prayer, and laid aside his prayer
book as no longer of any service to him, and that he wished to put the Christian
world in the unpleasant dilemma (as he thought) of cither accepting the proposal
and being overwhelmed with chagrin at their probable failure ; or, of rejecting
it, and being charged with refusing the test of experiment, because of want of
confidence in their own doctrine of prayer.

There are many reasons, however, why such a proposal could not be enter-
tained, and among them we may name the following as abundantly sufficient.

1. If any one wishes to know whether God hears prayer, he must go to God’s
Book. There he may read, from the lips of “the Faithful and True Witness”
himself, such promises as- the following:—-“Ask, and ye shall receive ; seck, and
ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened vnto you.” <Al things whatsoever
ye shall ask in prayer, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them ;”
besides innumerable others, throughout the writings of both the Old and New
Testaments, equally distinct. There, too, he will find Abraham, Moses, Elijah,
David, Hezekiah, Daniel, and the Apostles—the best and noblest men of all ages
—and, above all, our blessed Lord himself—both believing in the efficacy of
prayer, and practising it. Were these men all fools, and blind enthusiasts, need-
ing to sit at Dr. Tyndall’s feet, and learn wisdom and truth from him ?

Of course, if Dr. Tyndall doubts the inspiration and Divine authority of the
Book, that is another maiter, and one to be settled by the investigation of evi-
dences of another kind. But the Bible being accepted as a Revelation from God,
we do not see how any one can dispute the eflicacy of prayer. The two things
stand or fall together.

2. No man has any right to put the Creator on trial for his veracity by any such
arbitrary test as Dr. Tyndall proposes. The very proposal implies doubt of the
Divine word, and is an insult to the God that cannot lie. The question is, Has
God promised to hear prayer ! The Bible declares he will; and if Dr. Tyndall
doubts, let him put his Bible on trial, not God.

3. Such a mechanical test as he has proposed is utterly inconsistent with the
true spirit of prayer. A man cannot ¢ pray to order,” as a tailor may get you up
a suit of clothes, or a cook your dinner. True prayer is desire, expressed in faith

- —— T
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and submission to the will of God, through Jesus Christ. Like every other good
gift, the spirit of prayer *‘is from above,” and can never be given us to experi-
ment upon the Divine nature, and test his faithfulness. Moreover, the value of
Dr. Tyndall’s experiment, depending, as it does, upon the showing of a different
result in the unprayed-for ward of the hospital, from that vbtained in the ward
prayed for, requires us not only to desire the recovery of the patients in the one,
but the death of* those in the other, for, if all recover, where would be the proof
of the answer to prayer? Such a desire, however, we nced not suy, would be
utterly un-Christian.

4. Such a test is also equally at variance with the Scripture doctrine of prayer.
Professor Tyndall knows, or ought tu know, that God has not promised to give
us absolutely everything we ask. That were impossible ! Even an omnipotent
God cannot dothat! Ditferent persuns might ask uppusite things, as, for example,
the poor inmates of that unprayed-for ward might pray for themselves, or their
friends might pray for them, while we were piously wishing them to die, in proof
of the efficacy of prayer! And then what would become of our philosophical
experiment? Hence we are taught by our Lord’s example to say, “ Thy will be
done,” assured that, if God cannot, for any reason, give us literally what we ask,
he will give us something better, and make all things work together for our
good.

5. Such “a sign from heaven,™ as Dr. Tyndall desiderates, would be as useless
as it would be foolish. Unbelievers would be unbelievers still.  And just as the
Pharisees, who demanded one of our Lord, when they saw him cast out devils
with his word, said, *He casteth out devils by Beelzebub, the prince of the
devils,” the sceptical world would at once explain it away, by referving it to the
operation of some occult law of nature, as yet but imperfectly understvod. We
have the authority of Jesus for saying, that ““if men believe not Moses and the
prophets, neither would they be persuaded though one rose from the dead.™

B —— e S

THE “OLD CATHOLIC” CONGRESS.

This important gathering, which closed its sessions on 2nd September, was, in
many respects, a very important one to the religious interests of Burope. We
condense a letter from the pen of Rev. L. W, Bacon, to the N. Y. Tudeperdent.

The most wonderful thing about the mecting was the meeting itseli—the people
that met.

Four thousand strong by actual count—chicfly middle-aged men—and such
fixed attention ! such impatient ¢ hush-hushes” when some rustle or cough dis-
tracted attention ! such occasional shouts of laughter! such cheers and cries of
DBravo and Ja whol and Hoch ! and, above all, such long endurance, standing
erect, with scarcely diminished numbers, for nearly five howrs !

If, now, I can give you an idea of the speeches which this patient, enthusiastic
multitude came to hear, and then make you realize that all this has taken place
in the sacred Catholic City of Cologne, the sound of the hig cathedral bells boom-
ing in at the windows from hour to hour, the wonder will be complete. But to
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convey in one letter an idea of four hours of such speaking—that is the difficulty.
Dean Stanley, who knows what good speaking is, remarked that he had never
heard a succession of addresses of equal power ; and out of my American experi-
ence I can say the same.

After a brief address of salutation by a Swiss delegate, the real business began
by the announcement of the name of Prof. Friedrichs, of Munich. With his
fresh, ruddy face, slender form, and long, wavy hair, he seemed hardly more than
a stripling as he stepped upon the tribune. But he was received with a shout
which marked him as one of the favourite popular heroes of the Old Catholic
movement. He speaks nervously, rapidly, boldly, going immediately ad rem, and
setting forth the progranune of the movement. Evidently the movement moves.
It is no longer a protest against Roman innovation merely ; it iz a crusade for
reformation. ¢ The reformation of the Church in head and members” is the re-
frain of his speech. Point by point, followed by the successive cheers of the au-
dience, he indicates the subject of reform—the petty, debasing superstitions
imposed upon the people, the mercenary practices of the clergy, their ignorance
and corruption. So he wields the axe right bravely about the twigs and branches
of the tree ; but when he comes near the radical subject which is most in men’s
minds here—the enforced celibacy of the clergy—a change comes over him, the
tone of his voice drops, the dashing invective subsides into a hesitating, almost
stammering announcement that that subject goes over till next year ; and the
disappointment of the multitude that have been watching, almost breathless, to
hear what was coming appears in the general silence.

When Reinkens, professor at Munich, was announced, the cheering was
heartier, if possible, than when Friedrichs came forward. Reinkens seems to
have a larger share of spiritual fervour than any of his 0ld Catholic brethren ;
and this is well, for his name is the one most whispered when men are forecasting
the necessity of ordaining bishops. There was semething of Beecherin the
method of his eloquence, when, after having wrought the meeting to a perfect glee
of scornful merriment over the notorious venality of the Church, he paused and
solemnly set before them the name and life of the Saviour as the contrast and
contradiction of it all. ‘¢ The Kings om of Heaven—righteousness, peace, joy—
is within you,’ says the New Testam. 1t ‘ No,’ says this new religion of Vati-
canism, ‘the Kingdom of Heaven is cutside of you, in the Pope and Roman
Curia.” ¢Prove all things, hold fast that whichis good,” says the Apostle Paul,
‘No ? says the bishop. *Prove nothing at all, and believe all T tell you.’
¢ Love not the things that arein the world,” says the beloved Apostle—¢ the
lust of the fesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.” But, if these things
are the mark of the world, then 1t is clear that the Pope and his Court are of the
world, and not of the Church.”

I am disposed to think that the great closing speech of Prof. von Schulte was
an afterthought. I happen to know, at least, that there wasa change of pro-
gramme at the last moment ; Von Schulte has a head and physique that would be
the delight of a phrenologist, and a bearing and manner that make on all who
meet him the impression that they are in the presence of a great man. The presi-
dent wasted no words in exordium or decoration, and there was nothing playful
in his sarcasms ; he was too severely in earnest for that. His whole speech was
an indictment against the working of the Roman system, as severe as ever was
uttered in the days of Luther. He denounced the giving of education into the
hands of theclergy. That experiment had been fully tried for a thousand years
in Ttaly and Spain and France ; and with what result? That all the men were
atheists and all the women bigots. *‘ Be assured,” said he, ‘ that so long as the
work of education is monopolized by ecclesiastics, the Bible will be to all Catholics
a sealed book.” Nothing in all the meeting roused such a storm of indignant ap-
plause as when, in language so bold that I cannot venture to translate it, he ex-
hibited the demoralizations consequent on the committing of the children to the
care of priests. From his experience as a judicial ofticer, he knew that the inward
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peace of families, far more insecure in Catholic than in Protestant countries, was
ruined through the faults more commonly of the wife—faults directly traceable to
the education given in convents or by ‘‘religious™ teachers. This was coming
near the boundary of the forbidden subject ; but, instead of shrinking from it, he
boldly overleaped the dividing line, and accused the enfurced celibacy of the
clergy as the spring of all these woes unnumbered.

I cannot give you the further points of this tremendous speech. As soon as 1
can get a full report of it I shall translate it for the press. As the utterance of a

“life-long Catholic, one of the rising statesmen of Austria, and the chosen leader of

this Old Catholic Congress, it shows that there is no longer any hope, among the
llgnders of the new movement, of staving off the final and irremediable war with
ome. "

Buitish wd Foreign Record.

Toe MissioN Fierp IN Jaraw.—
From the last number of the ¢ Mis-
sionary Herald,” the organ of the Amer-
ican Board, we make the following
extracts from missionary correspond-
ence, relative to Miako, more properly
Kioto, and the country generally :

A grand exhibition of articles of Jap-
anese production and manufacture is
being held in this city. The general
government permits the governors of
Kobe and Osaka, jointly with the con-
suls of foreign nations, to issue passes
to such foreigners as desire to visit the
city during the fifty days that the fairis
open, The population, according to a
late census, is 300,000. A large portion
of the houses is of two stories ; nearly

¢ all ave either painted or neatly plastered.

The many temples, of the various sects
of Buddhists, are of grand proportions,
and some of gplendid finish.

Shintooism, the religion of the State,
does not secem to have temples in num-
ber or size equal to those of the Budd-
hists ; and the throngs met at the tem-
ples of the latter much exceed those
found at the former. Buddhism is the
religion of the people, Shintooism the
religion of the State.

Since visiting the city, I think most
favourably of at- once occupying it, as
our next station, if we can obtain afoot-
hold here, leaving Osaka to be occupied
by some one at an early day. This is
virgin soil. It has never before been

trod by the foot of a Protestant mis-
sionary, except for a day or two, last
year, that Dr., Hepburn was here ; and
but once by a Roman Catholic mission-
ary, when Xavier visited the place in
1550.

At an interview between an officer
who ranks third in the city, Dr. Berry,
Mr. Davis, and myself, the officer stated
that as yet the government had not pex-
mitted the introdunction of Christianity,
and therefore I could not commence at
present to preach to the people. I said
that, until it was permitted, I should
not be able to preach, but that if people
came to my house I could talk to them
of Christianity. He replied that I could
do that, but not preach publicly ; and
added, that ere long Japan would pro-
bably be opened to Christianity, though
as yet it was not. The truth is, the en-
lightened people of Japan( and the num- ,
ber is comparatively few to whom this
word cannot be applied) are eager for
foreign immigration, and for the acquire-
ment of foreign knowledge in the arts
and sciences. That the masses desive
Christianity cannot be presumed, for
they know nothing of its sacred truths.
That many of the higher officials of the
government, and even the Mikado him-
self, are being influenced by its light,
however, is too plain to be questioned.

We have an example here of a people
as highly civilized as it is possible for a
people to be without Christianity., The
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moral element is the one great thing
| which is lacking. They are a licentious
| people, and it is a licentiousness with
i no sense of shame. Their religious pro-

cessions are, some of them, too disgust-

ing to be mentioned. Their educated
{ men have, very many of them, told me
i in the last few months. that as soon as
| the opposition to Christianity is with-
t drawn by the government, the people
will embrace it in crowds. . .
The universal feeling among all foreign-
ers here, and among the educated Jap-
. anese, is that we are upon the eve of a
mighty religious revolution. Whether
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this change will be from Buddhism to
Christianity, or from Buddhism to infi-
delity, rests with the churches in those
nations which are leading Japan. Some
morning, very soon, we shall awake and
find the last cable which binds this people
toanyreligious faith cut, and they will be
drifting without pilot or rudder or com-
pass ; and then how shall the ten or
fifteen men, who are prepared, direct
35,000,000 of eager, impressible souls?
Such is the problem, and it willbe upon
u}s f(l){r solution sooner than most men
think.

Pateraxy

. The Chicago ddvance has completed
. its fifth year, and isabout to entera new
: home, 107 Fifth Avenue, corner of
! Street ; ““ the secretaries”
- of the various Congregational organiza-
tions for ¢ the interior” keeping their
offices in the same building, which will,
" therefore, of course, be the denomina-
. tional headquarters, and the house of
call for all Congregational visitors to the
" Pheenix City. The Advwnce is offering
wonderful prexniums to subscribers and
-agsers. We heartily renew our re-
-mendation of it.
Mr, Dougall (says the Advance) is
reaping the reward of Canuck pluck and
. Christian purpose, which he has shown

otices,

in the management of the N. Y. Duily
Witness. Already there are only three
dailies in that city which exceed it in
circulation, it is said.

A third part of Dr. Allon’s Congre-
gutional Psalmist, containing 115 An-
thems for congregational use, 18 announ-
ced asready by Hodder & Stoughton.
This, we.suppose, completes the plan of
the work: the first part containing
tunes and chorales, and the second,
chants. Chwrch Anthems can be had se-
parately ; price, 1s. 4d. and 1s. 8d, or in
crown octavo, 3s. and 3s. 6d. The Congre-
gutional Psalmist is quietly working
its way among our churches.

JOTTINGS OF TRAVEL.

Dear Epitor,—While still retaining
the ageney of the French Canadian Mis-
sionary Society, it may not be unaccept-

@orrespondence.

——e

able to some of your numerous readers

to have a few jottings of a recent tour.
The mission I represent claims the

first place. Iam glad to say it is steadily

. e - . At e am -

progressing in its various departments, ;
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and yields many grounds of encourage-
ment. Romanism is unchanged, and
unchangeable; and it is only by means
of infallible tr th its power can be
weakened and .ts destruction sccured.
This may be a slow work, but it is sure,
and itis gratifying to notice the pleasing
and extensive results of scriptural edu-
cation, colportage, and evangelization.
The society still maintains its catholic
basis, although some think it will ulti-
matelyassume a denominational feature;
but there are others who consider that
there is work enough of an wnsectarian
character in education and colportage,
without interfering with what is properly
church labour, in gathering in those
converted to the truth. Time will
prove: in the meantime, all its friends
should rally round the labourers in ihis
good cause, and abound in prayer and
liberality.

During my last tour, I was glad to
meet, in Listowel, an old friend, one of
whosedaughers Lhad baptized in Lanark
some twenty-three years age, and to
hear from his lips ample confirmation
that his brother Dr. Livingstone still
lives, and that Stanley is no deceiver in
this matter.

Twice T had the opportunity of being
present at Temperance meetings. On
one of these occasions (in Kincardine),
T cheerfully responded to an invitation
to take part in the discussion, and was
glad to hear subsequently of the forma-
tion of a Society. In the other Tem-
perance meeting referred to, the Hon.
A. Vidal intimated that there were laws
sufficient in existence to check and
counteract many of the evils of intem-
perance if the people would only do th~ir
duty in enforcing the laws they asked
for.

In Sarnia, I was present at a teachers’
meeting, when the question was dis-
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and a fuller consecration of heart and
lip to the work.

One other matter I cannot omit notic-
ing in my travels, namely, the discourag-
ing aspect of Prayer Meetings. It is
painful to see how few collect together
on these occasions. There must be
something wrong somewhere. Chris-
tians should bestir themselves in this
matter. Soirees, concerts, and other
meetings are largely attended, why not
the prayer meetings? There may be
fault in those who manage such gather-
ings, some changes may be needed,
perhaps a little conference might throw
light on the matter, but certainly a
vigorous effort should be made to secure
a more hearty co-operation in a matter
of so much moment to the healthy play
of Christian life.

James T. BYR~E.
Whitby, Oct. 4, 1872.

GARAFRAXA FIRST CHURCH.

MRr. EpiTor,—In the October number
of the Canadian Independent the Rev. R.
Brown states that ‘‘ the mother church
who lives not far off has for some time
not been maternal towards him who has
for the last four yearsbeen paying special
attention to her promising daughter.” I
would only say in reply that the ‘“old
lady,” as he styles her, having a few
years ago effected most satisfactorily to
herself a divorce from him, gives herself
no concern about either his present or
future matrimonial relationships. And
by present appearances, aotwithstand-
ing what Mr. Brown has stated to the
contrary, a number of the members of
¢ her promising daughter” would be glad
to follow her example. Moreover
the ““mother” feels sincere maternal love
to her ¢‘daughter” and will always re-

cussed—How to Promote the [nterests of joice in her prosperity, but at present

Sabbath Schools? Several suggestions
were made, on which the minister who
presided made judicious comments.
The most prominent of these suggestions
were;—Careful preparation on the part
of teachers, visitation of the scholars,
missionary effort in looking after the
neglected, a good library, church
sympathy and aid, co-operation of
parents, lively and appropriate singing,

the 1st Cong. Church in Garafraxa is in
happy union with her sister church in
Fergus, and desires neither Mr. B. nor
anyone else to separate them until each
church becomes self-supporting, each re-
quiring a pastor, and then we will be
happy to have two Rev. Mr. Barkers to
preside over us.
A G

Oct. 17, 1872.
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[As the church represented by the writer
conceives itself turned into ridicule by
what we regarded as a good-natured
allusion in Mr. B.’s Jetter, we insert
the above, in honour of the sacred right
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of self-defence ; omitting, however, a
passage which has not that claim to
publication, and which would ‘‘be as
the letting out of water.”—En, ]

Offreral.

—

THE INDIAN MISSIONARY S80-
CIETY.

At the last annual meeting of the
C. C. Indian Missionary Society it was
stated that our eflicient General Agent,
owing to advanced years, had rvesigned
his positior as collector. Thereupon
the Directors were desired to arrange
with the churches to collect contribu-
tions without charge to the Society.
Several of the pastors present pledged
their co-operation accordingly. The
church at Frome has already sent in
subscriptions considerably exceeding
those of last year. May we soon have
such a good report to make of many of
our churches.  Miss Baylis, who has
just returned from her summer’s work
in the mission field, has kindly con-
sented to devote as much of the fall
and winter as her health will permit in
collecting from the churches where it
is mecessary, and among those of our
contributors who live in towns where
there are no churches of our order. She
generously insists that this shall be
done without any charge to the Society
Jor her services. Will pastors proposing
to attend to this matter themselves
kindly intimate the fact, that no un-
necessary time or labour may be lost.

The Directors desire to be able to
employ an eflicient missionary to fol-
low the different Indian bands in their
nomadic life, offering to them the hopes
and joys of the Gospel of Christ, and
also have a general oversight of the
mission stations; also to place an-
other native missionary at the vacant
station at She-she-gwah-ning, on the

o
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Great Manitoulin Island. There are
likewise several unoccupied places in
the field where the heathen are asking
for teachers, and this in the nineteenth
century of redemption, on this Chris-
tian continent, and in our own favoured
land! Who will go? and who will
not assist in sending ?

Samuern N. JacksoN, M. D,

Secretary.

Toronte, Oct. 17th, 1872,

Since writing the above a communica-
tion has been received from the Trea-
surer, of which the following is an ex-
tract :—*¢ The funds of the Indian Mis-
sion are exhausted, and money is re-
quired for the balance of the season’s
work. Informer years Mr. Clarke was
always in the field before this time, and
kept the treasury supplied. If the mis-
sion is to be efficiently sustained, I think
the Directors ought to take steps imme-
diately to send out a collector, or reach
the friends by some other :Lgegcy‘.;_’ 3

CANADA CONGREGATIONAL MIS-
SIONARY SOCIETY.

Mz. Ep1ror,--Will you please say in
your next issue, that, among the contri-
buiions which go to make up the aggre-
gate amount acknowledged as received
from congregations in the report just
published, the following names and
amounts have been inadvertently omit-
ted in the detailed list of them for the
Quebec District :
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Brigham, $17 20, Cowansville, $29 36. Abbottsford, Mawcook, and South
Meig’s School House, $3 §5. Of the Granby.
amount credited to Fitch Bay the sum HeNnry WILKES,
of §11 came from Smith’s Mills. The G.S. T
Granby collection includes sums from Montreal, 14th October, 1872,

WESTERN DISTRICT MISSIONARY MEETINGS.

Guelph, Monday, Nov. 4th, Deputation, Messrs. Heu de Bourck, Barker,
‘Wood.
Brantford, Tuesday, “ 5th, « Messis. Heu de Bourck, Clarke,
Allworth, Pullar, Hay.
6th, “ Messrs. Clarke, Robinson, Hen

<

~

Burford, Wednesday,

. de Bourck. :
Scotland, ¢ e« “ Messrs. Pullar, Allworth, Hay.
Kelvin, Thursday ¢ 7th, « ¢ Clarke, Hay, Heu de
Bourck.
New Durham, Thursday, ¢ ¢ ¢ Messrsl. Pullar, Robinson, All-
worth.

Watford, Monday, “  4th, ¢ Messrs. Salmon, Hindley, Wal-
lace, Cilaris.

Sarnia, Tuesday, ¢ bth, ¢ « 1 «
Forest, Wednesday, ¢¢  Gth, i € « « «
Warwick, Thursday, ¢ Tth, fe ‘¢ 113 o «
Southwold, Friday, ¢« 8th, it ¢ ¢ and Wood.

Stratford Monday, ¢ 11th, ¢« Messrs, Wallace, Heu de Bourcek,
Allworth, Hay.
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London, Tuesday, ¢ 12th, c « « «
Tilbury, Wednesday, ¢ 13th, ¢ Messrs. Allworth, Hay, Burgess,
Smith.
Ambherstburg, Thursday,  14th, ¢« 1 ‘. 1] ¢
“ Friday, = *“ 15th, « “ ‘ ‘e «

Paris, {To be arranged by pastor.}

MIDDLE DISTRICT MISSIONARY MEETINGS, 1872.

Toronto........ 7th Nov. Thursday, Deputation left to the City Pastors.

Unionville...... 11th Nov. Monday, Revds. J. A. R. Dickson, W. W. Smith.
Markham...... 12th  ¢¢ Tuesday, ¢ « ¢
Manilla ......... 13th ¢ Wednesday,

113 {4

Altona........ 14th ¢ Thursday, ¢ « «
Stouffville ..... 15th  ¢¢ Friday, v e c
Thistleton ..... 9th Dec. Monday, Revds. M. 8. Gray, D. McGregor, J. Wheeler.
Pine Grove .... 10th ¢ Tuesday, « It w7 c
Albion ........ 11th ¢ Wednesday, T I 0
West Erin..... 12th ¢ Thursday, ¢ 1] T «

‘¢ Y4 [13 o

Alton............ 13th ¢ Friday,
Churchhill .... 18th Nov. Monday, Revds. H. Denny, J. Davies, J. Uns‘worth.
(43 (13 ¢

South Caledon 19th ¢ Tuesday, “
Georgetown....20th ¢ Wednesday, Revds. J. A R. Dickson. W. F. Clarke.
The brethren, collectors and Christian friends will bear in mind, that an increase
in the amount and number of subscriptions is needed, to carry on the Lord’s work.
J. UNswoRTH, Sec.

Georgetown, Sept. 19th, 1872.




Hletos of the Churclyes.

Day or TuwanksaiviNg.—We observe
in some of our contemporaries mention

' of an agreement between the several
. religious bodies to observe Thursday,

'
i
1l

. notice on the subject.

the 14th November, as a day of thanks-
giving, but have received no official
We must leave

© our readers to learn the fact through
' other channels, only hoping that the day

will be generally and devoutly kept. If

' ever a people had cause for thanksgiving,
- we have it.

The Lieutenant-Governor of Quebec

| was wisely advised to proclaim the 24th

" purpose.

of Octobur as a public holiday for this
That is the proper season.
We hope it may be adopted hereafter in
Ontario.  Why wait till nearly the end
of November, three months after har-

. vest ?

Tir GOVERNOR-GENERAL 1IN TORONTO.

. —His Excellency the Farl of Dufferin
" and bhis amiable Countess have spent

_ afew white children.

nearly & month in Toronto, performing
the social duties ¢ the-Viceroyalty in
such a way as to ‘‘win golden opinions ”
from all the world, and assiduously
visiting the public institutions of the
place. Her Majesty’s Representative
has been presented with loyal addresses
from wmost of the religious bodies, to
which he has given gracious replics. We
are sorry that no one was appointed at
our last Union mecting to express the
stauneh layalty of the Congregational
churches of Ontario and Quebec.

Ivpraxy Misston.—Miss Baylis, ad-
dressing the Secretary from Spanish
River, 25th Sept., thus reports :—

¢ As the weather is becoming cold and
stormy, and the Indians have all left
the settlement, I thoughtit advisable to
close the school and work for this sum-
mer, and come down. The work this
season has been in some respects as en-
couraging as last. There were more
Indian families, and the children atten-
ded the school regularly. The average
attendance was from 20 to 25, including
On my arrival in

May I was very cordially received hy
the white people and also by the In-
dians, when they came in June. In ad-
dition to the day-school I had Bible
readings on the Sabbath morning and
evening for all who wished to attend,
and 8. 8. in the afternoon, making it
a general lesson for all, as T'had no one
to help me. A number of the hands
from the mill with their families attend-
ed the Sabbath meetings. The mothers
came with their children to the S. S.
and some. of the men. The Indians
who understood English would come al-
so on the Sabbath. Revs. W. Clarke and
R. Robinson preached one Sabbath ;
and a Wesleyan minister, Rev. Mr. Hurl-
burt, who is settled at the ¢ Current,”
37 miles distant, preached on three Sab-
baths, also two week evenings, and lec-
tured one evening on his 40 years’ tra-
vels among the Indiaus. 1 had an af-
ternoon meeting for the women part of
the summer.  Everything went on very
smoothly up to the time of the visit of
the Catholic priest, who is a devoted
Jesnit. He influenced this people
against the Mission and myself. He
told a sick Pagan Indian to whom I had
been frequently reading Secripture, not
to believe anything I said. He told the
family to keep ‘‘the white woman”
away from the tent : she was telling lies
and if they believed her they would go
to the bad place. I took no notice of
what he said, but went as usual and
read to him. Although a ¢ Pagan” the
priest baptized him into the Catholic
Church, purposely I think to prevent
me having anythine to do with him.
Two days before his death I asked him
if he believed in ¢ Jesus”, he said ‘“Koh,
kol (no, no), and held up a small cru-
cifix which the priest had given him.
He gave him the cross, did he tell him
to look to the Saviour? "The inter-
preter whom I had engaged for the sum-
mer was a Catholic Indian woman, the
only one 1 could obtain. He forbade
her coming with me to interpret Scrip-
tures. I was unable to obtain another.
I felt the loss very much. However, 1
did not despond, or give up my visils
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to them ; but set to work to spell and
read the Indian testament myself, and
so far succeded that they said they un-
derstood me, A Pagan Indian whom
Murs Ketehie and T had visited a num-
ber of times last swnmer, and who has
been Jaid up with iameness for five years
told me he was no longer a pagan, but
believed in the Protestant Church—he
said he wanted me to come every day
and read Scripture to him, and sing.
He said he wished he was nearer the
School-house, that he might be lifted
in when we had meetings, and hear
the melodeon and hymmns. He lived
across the Bay, and to reach him I had
either to walk over the high rocks; about
a mile, or cross the ‘“ hoom?” which was
very dangerous. I could not always ob-
tain o boat.  The last time I walked the
boom [ just escapedfrom falling in the
water. The weatherhas been intensely
hot this summer, at one time I thought 1
should be obliged toleave the work. The

* daily visits to the close, smoky wigwams
. were very fatiguing. butwhile there are

* their school.

souls sitting in darkness, and the shadow
of death, we must not shrink from the
task of carrying the light.

The children took great interest in
Some of them are begin-

" ing to read, write and cypher nicely.

They have also remembered a number

- of texts and hymnms from last summer.

e tanas.

Most of them attended the S. S. A lit-
tle girl of eight years received a prize
from e for the number of hymns and
texts and general questions she had re-
membered on the 8.8, lessons. The mid-
dle of August, the children had their
Christimas tree wtth which they were
very much pleased. T invited them all
to come and spend the afternoon with
me at the school-house. We had a
very good time, myself joining in their
games. My visit in July to She-She-
gwa-ning with Revs, W. Clarke and R.
Robinson was in some respects a pleas-
ant one. 1 was glad to have the oppor-
tunity of visiting our Mission there, but
felt sorry they had no teacher. They
seem So anxious to have one. The chil-
dren sing hymiis in English nicely, and
old and young listened to Mr. Clarke
and Mr. Robinson with great attention.
The chief asked for a teacher, Mx. Clarke
said he could not promise them one
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this fall.
or six weeks ; they were pleased with
the offer, and said they would come to
Spanish River and fetch me. However,
on our return to the mills, we talked it
over, Mr. Robinson and myself thought
it best not to make the attempt this
summer, as there was no furniture in the
Mission house, and no place to board,
and a difficulty of getting back to Span-
ish River in the fall in time to take
the steamer down, or travelling in a

small sail boaton the lukes at that sea- ;

son. I hope you will send a teacher
to them soon. I do not think it wise
to start o Mission and then close it. Will
not some student or Missionary volua-
teer togo? The latter part of Septem-
ber, I closed the school and work, as
the Indians and most of the people have
left for their winter quarters. Mr.
Robinson did not build mission rooms,
as was proposed, as there is a possibility
of the mills being removed next sum-
mer, and as the Indians go there for
work it would be useless to keep the
Mission there. The few remaining
families were sorry to have the Mission
closed for the winter. The last day of
S. S. they expressed their regret that 1
was leaving them. They said there
would be no S. S. or Bible readings dur-
ing the winter. I gave two of the men
who were in the S. 8. each a bundle of
S. S. papers and good reading for distri-
bution this winter in the shanties. I
told the children and people they mus
be like the ¢ little captive maid”, carry
away with them the instruction they
had received. We closed the S. S. by
singing ¢ Here we meet to part again
in heaven we part no more,”

We again committed the work to the
Lord, asking Him to own and bless it,
for without his blessing, all will have
been in vain.

Yours in the work,

EMMA BAYLIS.

P.S.—I would like to acknowledge
a ‘“‘Bethel Flag” which I received for
the Mission from Shaftesbury Hall and
Ambherst St. Cong. S. S., and which has
been hoisted on the School-house all
summer. [ would also ask that copies
of the * British Workman” and 8. 8.
papers be contributed to this Mission.”

I proposed to go for a monih -

|
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Oct. 5—Anrrived to-day in Toronto,
after spending a few days at Rev. Mr.
Hurlburt’s Mission,37 miles below Span-
ish River. Had rather a rough pasage
down. BE. B

Tur  WesterNy  Assoviatroy,—The
annual meeting of the Western Associa-
tion was held in the Congregational
Church, Pacis, on Tuesduy, the 15th of
October, at 3 o’clock p.m. “Phere were
present Ilevs. Wm. Hay, Scotland;
Thos. Pullay, Hamilton ; Robert Brown,
Douglas ; Enoch Barker, Fergus ; J. 1.
Hindley, B.A., Southwold 3 W, I, All-
worth, Paris; John Wood, Brantford ;
Solomon Snider, Wroxeter; M. D.
Archer, Evamosa ; E. J. Robinson, Bur-
ford ; W. H. Clavis, Sarnia; W, H.
Heun de Bourck, Stratford; B. W, Day,
Stoufiville 5 J. A. R. Dickson, Toronto ;
James Murchey, Evangelist. Aund as
delegates from the Churches, Messys.
James Kent, Hamilton; Norman Ham-
ilton, David Patton, Paris ; George Ger-
rie, Charles Mason, Garafraxa, Fivst
Church ; John Peters, Eramosa ; Law-
rence Daniels, Burford ; Mrs. W, Silcox,
Southwold.

One hour was spent in prayer and re-
ceiving reports from the Churches, which
were of a very cheering character.

On motion, the Revs. W. H. Heu de
Bourck, B. W.Day, W. H. Cluis, and
James Murchey, Evangelist,were invited
to sit as honorary members,

The substance of a letter was read
from the Eastern Townships Association
touching the relation of the Associations
to the Congregational Tnion, which was
discussed during the remainder of the
session, without coming to any deliver-
ance on the matter.

In the evening, the Association met
with the Church for Divine service,
when the Rev. J. A. R. Dickson, of
Toronto, preached the annual sermon,
from John i. 18, *‘ No inan hath seen God
at any time,the only begotten Son, who is
in the bosom of the Father, He hath de-
clared Him.” The Rev. T. Pullar, of
Hamilton, assisted in che introductory
services. After the public service, the
Church and the Association met for the
celebration of the Lord’s Supper. The
Rev. W, H. Allworth, pastor of the
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Church, presiding, and the Revs. Enoch
Barker, B. W. Day, Robert Brown, and
J. 1. Hindley, B.A., assisting. This
was a very blessed and impressive ser-
vice.

The Association assembled at 9 o’clock
on Wednesday morning.  An hour was
spent in prayer and hearing reports of
the state of religion in the Churches.
The Rev. J. Jumes, formerly of Paris,
but now of Albany, N.Y., being present,
addressed the Association on *¢ Licing
LFaith and Loving Nervice”  ta wmotion,
the Revs. W. H. Clavis, of Narnia, and
R. W, Wailace, B. 4., of London, were
received into the iemnbership of the As-
sociation.

The discussion on ** The Relation of
the Association to the Union” was con-
tinued, and terminated im this resolu-
tion, which was curried unanimously :
¢+ That in the judgmens of this Assvcia-
tion, membership in onc of the District
Associations of Ministers and Churches
in Ontario and Quebec shonld be held
in our denomination sufficient evidence
of the good standing of any minister or
chureh.”

The Rev. John Wood read an essay on
“ Pr, Tyndall’s Call to Prayer,” which
was discussed wntil 12,30 pan.

Jn the afternoon, the Association con-
vened at 2.30 o’clock.  After a season of
prayer the following arrangements were
made for the next meeting, to be held in
Scotland, on the second Tuesday of Feb-
ruary, at 3 p.m, 1873 :(—

Preacher, Rev. J. Wood, Alternate,
Rev. W. H, Heu de Bourck.

. Bxposition, Rev. Solomon Snider.

Bssays, Rev. J. I. Hindley, B.A.,
““The Doctrine of itegeneration.”

Do., Rev. R. W. Wallace, B.A., ¢ The
Doctrine of Substitution.”

Do., Rev. Enoch Barker, ¢ The Final
State of the Wicked.”

Review, Rev. W, H. Allworth, ¢ Saul
of Tarsus.”

Common plan of sermon preached
the Sabbath before the meeting.

The Rev. Wm. Hay expouunded the
235-27 verses of the 19th chapter of John
inclusive, which gave rise to an interest-
ing conversation.

The Rev. T. Pullar read a paper on
the important and far-reaching subject,
““The Relation of Infants to the King-
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dom.” This was discussed at consider-
able length.

The Rev. Enovch Barker gave notice
that at the next mecting of the Associn-
tion, he would present a resolution on
** The Proper Work of the Association.”

At 7.30 p.n. the Association met with
the Church, the pastor, Rev. W, H. All-
worth, in the chair. After the opening
exercises, brief, pointed and pithy ad-
dresses were delivered by Rev. J. Wood
on ** Be not wewryin well-doiug = Rev. W.
H. Claris, “Sowiny and Reaping:™ Rev.
M. D. Archer *“ Qwr Adoption.” Rev.
Wi, Bay, who had®just celebrated the
twenty-fifth anniversary of his settle-
ment in Scotland (and of his connec-
tion with the Association also), spoke of
the ‘¢ Lessons of Euperience.” Rev. B.
J. Robinson, ** Prayigwithout ceasing.”
Rev. T. Pullar,  Barnabas, his charae-
terandwork.” Rev. W. H. Heu de Bourck,
““ Working for the Lord ”

After a vote of thanks to the friends
in Paris, who kindly, entertained the
brethren and one sister. one of the best
meetings of the Western Association of
Ministers and Churches was brought to
an end by singing and prayer.

The weather was very fine—a halcyon
day—between the spells of rain. The
attendance bore testimony to the lively
appreciation the brethren have of the
Association. All were present with a
few exceptions, und some of these ex-
cused themsclves officially. Bro. Sal-
mon was engaged In a sacred and solemn
dugy. Brother Needham, having noti-
fied the pastor of Paris of his coming,
was prevented by indisposition from car-
rying out his puwrpose. 1f we were to
speak for ourselves, we would say cevery
gathering becomes more precivus— we
cannot afford to lose une. Their me-
mory is blessed. ‘¢ Behold, how good
and how pleasant it is for brethren to
dwell together in unity !

J. A. R. Dicksos,
Nee.- Treus.
Torontu, 18th Oct., 1872.

Misstoxary. Meerines, E. D.—Rev.
John Brown, of Lunark, writes :— At the
call of the Local Secretary of this dis-
trict, | visited, during the early part of
this month, the churches at Coboury,
Coldsprings and Belleville.  The pro-
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gramme required me to preach at Co-
bourg twice, on Sabbath, Oct. 7th, and
hold missionary meetings on Monday
evening ; and on the two following even.-
ings, at the other places named. These
appointments I succeeded in filling, and,
notwithstandingsome hindrances, caused
by the unpropitions weather and failures
to secure, in sume instances, local help
to advucate the cause of missions, I felt
that all these meetings were attended
with & degree of suceess, at once gratify-
ing for the present and hopeful for the
future. At each of these places a col-
lection was taken, and artangements
made for obtaining subscriptions, which
may, in a month hence, be reported by
another pen, seemn wmply justifying this
hope.

MissioNary Meerines, C. D.—The
deputation appointed to visit the
churches at Newmarket, Rugby, Oro
and Vespra, consisted of Revs. Messrs.
Reikie and Jackson. They were accom-
panied and greatly assisted by the Rev.
Mr. Manchee, late of England. The
churches were visited and addressed on
the evenings of the 21st, 22nd, 23rd and
24th of October. The following is a
brief report of the meetings :—

NewMarkET, —The pulpit here is sup-
plied by the Rev. Alexander Shand,
M.D., LL.B, who presided over the
meeting. The attendance was very good.
Mostacceptable, fraternal and able assist-
ance was rendered by the Revs. Messrs,
Cusson and Bruce. the Methodist and
Presbyterian ministers of the town. A
collection was taken up, which amounted
to 4. Mesdames Bogart and Botsford,
and Misses Cargiil and Millard, were
appointed to solicit subscriptions for the
suciety, and their report will soon be
made.  Altogether the meeting at New-
market was a good one.

Ruasv.—The pastor met the deputa-
tion at Orillia, and brought them to share
the generous hospitality of his house,
The meeting in the evening was not
large. The people here donw’t seem to
be “great” on going out at night. There
were two leading reasons preventing
many from being present who otherwise
would have been there :— the absence of
the light of the ‘‘parish lantern,” for
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the evening was very dark, and the epi-
zootic influenzr, which was epidemic
with horses, depriving those who live at
a distance—and most do—of means of
transit. No forethought could have pro-
vided against this last difliculty, but the
former conld have been avoided by se-
lecting a time when the moon would
willingly assist with light on the occa-
sion, an important matter in the country.
The pastor presided at the meeting,
which was very interesting. Collection
22 13 Collectors to he appointed im-
mediately.

Oro.— A large audience gathered here
a large proportion heing younz people.
Great attention and appreciation was
given to the addresses delivered.  Meet-
ing two hours long. Collecticn, &3 27,
Collectors intend doing their work .
once. Deacon Thomas, as nsual, hos-
pitably entertained the visitors. The
day following, the gentlemen of the de-
legation, with the pastor, gave place to
their antiquarian taste, by opening two
tumuli and one fosse, relics of the remote
past in the history of the ahoriginal race.
One tiaulus was very large, and about
five feet high. Aside from the testi-
mony of the contents, ity antiquity wag
shown by the stump of a large tree,
which had grown upon the top. On
opening this there were discovered the
fragments of earthen vessels of various
sizes, and some almost entire, made and
ornamented in the usual Indian style.
Most of these contained ashes, and others
parched corn. Remains of beasts and
fishes were found, but no vestige of
human beings ; seeming to indicate, with
the presence of the ashes in the urns,
the ancient custom of incineration.
Pipesmade of clay and ornaments of bone
and shell were all found. A fosse,
about fifteen feet in diameter and of
great depth, was also dug into, which
brought to light a very great quantity of
human skeletons. There could not have
been less than several hundred. When
uncovered the bones appeared entire,
but they casily crumbled in the hand.
The great number promiscuously buried
here, and the absence of the usual Indian
utensils ordinarily interred. indicated
this place as the battle-field of fearful
slaughter. We are aware that this re-
gion of country was the scene of many
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fierce conflicts between the Mohawks and
their inveterate encmies the Hurons,
Once more covering up these long buvied
remains we closed our investigations
with the close of day.

Vesrra.- -We had a good meeting
here. Cood attendance and attention,
eood addresses, and, considering the cir-
camstances, a good collection. The
church was opened but one year ago,
and through their own generous efforts
and the assistance of kind friends, the
people have given it to God, free of debt.
The collection was 82 66. Afterdriving
until one o’clock in the morning, the
delegates reached” Barie, where they
waited for the worning train for home.

Altogether the tour was pleasant, in-
teresting and successful. The weather
was most genial, the roads were good,
and the people exceedingly hospitable.
Tt was felt to be vegretted that the mis-
sionary reports had not been received
and distributed before the meetings
They were printed more than a month
ago, why were they not sent to the
churches? The pastor of the churches
last visited made a suggestion that should
be cunsidered, viz., that in future a de-
legate or delegation be sent to his ticld
for Sunday rather than on week even-
ings. The whole field would thus be
visited in one day, and very much larger
numbers addressed in behalf of the
society.

In conclusion, if there are those who are
discouraged or displeased with the work-
ings of the Missionary Society, let them
visit the churches of Rugby, Oro and
Vespra, all the offspring of this society.
They will find them allstrong, healthyand
active 3 blessings to themselves and the
community, and an honour to God and
the denomination. The day is near at
hand when they shall have asked for the
last draft from the society. And yet for
years two of them were weak and seem-
ed to linger. Judicious pecuniary sup-
port, acontinued and enexgetic pastorate,
and a loving liberal people, have, under
the manifest blessing of God, made them
what they are.

S. N. J.

MISSIONARY
Fergus: Monday,

MgeTiNgs, W. D, —
Oct. 6. Speakers
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—Reva. J. Wood, J. G. Laird (Wes.
M.), R. Brown and J. B. Mullan (Pres.)
Fastor in the chair. Congregation not
large, but better than last year. Col-
lection 84.70.  Too early in the season
for subscriptions from the farming com-
munity.

Speedside : Tuesday. Pastor presiding.
Speakers, Revs. J. Wood and X, Barker.
Congregation very small.  Collection
much less than last year.  Church
somewhat discouraged by the resigna-
tion of their pastor, Rev. M. D.
Archer.

Garafraxa 1si: Wednesday. Pastor
in the chair.  Speakers-— Revs. Jos.
Little (Wes. M.), M. D. Archer, Mr. J.
Murch (Bvangelist), and Mr. Chas.
Cremer.  Audience not so bad, consi-

dering that the township show was

held only two miles away that day.
Collection not large. Subscription post-
poned till 2 more favourable sezson.

Douglus : Thursday. Pastor in the
chair.  Speakers—W¥r. Cremer, Revs.
E. Barker, Jos. Little (W. M), and B
+D. Archer.  OColiection $2.41. Sub-
scription list of about $15 taken at the
meeting, of which $2 paid; this to be
incrensed. Aundience very small; owing
to various causes.

Garafraxe North : Friday. The best
meeting of the week, considering the
neighbourhood.  Pastor in the chair.
Speakers—Mr. Cremer, Revs. E. Bar-
ker and M. D. Archer.  Collection
£2.17. Collectors appointed for sub-
seriptions.

Rev. W. F. Clarke, whe was ap-
pointed to this round, was fultilling
another appointment made by the
Union, to the Wisconsin Convention.
As the appointment io Kincavdine for
Tuesday had to be cancelled on account
of the mupossibility of getting through
in time, Rev. W, H. Allworth did not
think it worth while to come to Fergus
merely for the sake of the one meeting.
Rev. J. Wood went to Speedside, be-
yond his appointment, to fill a gap.
Rev. R. Brown imissed two appoint-
ments, and Rev. M. D. Archier one,
from other engagements.  On thewhole,
however, thanks fo local aid, there was
no lack of spenkers, and the deputa-
tions announced in the published pro-
gramre came up to the mark as well as
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could be expected of such ‘uncertain-
ties.

The main object in view in holding
the meetings eatlier than usual was to
get in the subscriptions earlier. In
this respect the new plan was a failure
in this quarter, as the money was not
then in circulation in the country. We
fear, tdu, that the audiences were some-
what affected by the change, as they
were generally less tran formerly. The
roads, sometimes bad at that season,
were fortunately good this time, and
thus the comfort of the deputation was
promoted somewhat by the change.
Spiritually, the meetings were prafit-
able.

Oct. 14

E. B.

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION. — The Com-
mittee to whom was left the arrange-
ments for the next meeting of the
Association at Toronto, have decided
on Tuesday, 11th Februayy, 1873, ac 3

p. m. Place of meeting, Zion Church.
Sermon on Tuesday evening. Fublic
Mecting, Wednesduy evening.  Essays

on Subjects for Beptism, Pustoral Visi-
tation, Public Prayer, Ministerial Stu-
dy, Ouwr Young Pecple, and Church
DBuilduyg, with a ¢ Review,” and Plaas
on a Common Text (Rom. viii. 1),
will comprise the main features of the
meeting.

Scorraxp, Oxt.—Speeial services were
held in the Congregational Church on
Sunday, 13th October, to cclebrate the
25th anniversary of the settlement of
the Rev. William Hay. Very able and
cloquent discourses were delivered by
the Rev. F. H. Marling, of Toronto, inthe
morning, the Rev. Thomas Pullar, of
Hamilton, in the afternoon, and the
Rev. John Woad, of Brantford, in the
cvening—the church being well filled on
each oceasion. On Monday afternoon,
a donation meeting was held at the re-
sidencé of the pastor, which was largely
attended, a number of friends being
present from Brantfard, Simcee, Bur-
ford, Kelvin, and other places. Very
pleasant was it to sce so many of the
old members of the church met to-
gether, some of whom, a quarter of a
century ago, welcomed My, Hay (then
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a young man) into his present field of
labour here. A bountiful repast was
provided by the ladies, and a very social
and pleasant time was passed. JFn the
evening, a public meeting was held in
the church—Daniel Smith, Esq., being
called to the chair. After a few open-
ing remarks by the chairman, the pastor
was presented with & purse containing
about one hundred dollars, and a very
appreciative address was read by Mr.
George Malcolm, which was responded
to by the pastor in very affectionate
terms. Mr. Hay gave a brief history
of the church, and read a few extracts
from the old church bouks ; after which
addresses were delivered by the Revds,
T. Pullar, of Hamilton, J. Wood, of
Brantford, and Messrs. Ryan and God-
win, of Burford. The excellent choir,
conducted by Mr. Hunter, cnlivened
the meeting Ly singing a number of
choice and well-sclected pieces. We
congratulate vur excellent brother on
the length and usefulness of his minis-
try, and frust that he wmay be spared
yeb many more years to preach the Gos-
pel of Christ to that people. J. W,

ORpINATION AT EvBre’, —Aspromised
in the last (* 1. a shory report of the in-
teresting services held on Sept. 25 is now
furnished. That no one may be inigno-
rance of the whereabouls of Embre’, it
is a sweet little village nearly midway
between Ingersoll and Stratford: The
Independent church was formed a short
time since, and was the outgrowth of a
blessed revival, with which the place had
been favoured. A few months ago, Mr.
G. C. Needbam—one of the Evangelist
brothers which are so well known to
many of our churches—received a most
cordial invitation to the pastorate of this
youthful church. After much prayer
for Divine guidance, the way was most
clearly pointed vut to him intothe labour
of the pastorate. The chiureh then asked
its sister-churches of Toronto, War-
wick and Londen to recognise their pas-
tor-eleet, snd these churches responded
by sending their pastors—the Rev.
Messrs. Dickson, Salmon and Wallace.

Undoubtedly, the dreadful storminess
of the entirc morning prevented many
of the friends at a distance being pre-
sent, but there was a fine congregation,
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Rev. Mr. Dickson preached an admira-
ble sermon on the ** Separation of the
Church from the World,” and was listen-
ed to with real Scotch nttention. Rev.
My, Salmon then propoundeqd the usual
questions to the pustor-elect, which were
replied to in a most candid and pleasing
manner by My, Needham. After the or-
dination prayer, My, Salmon delivered a
solemn charge to the pastor on the
¢ Qualifications of a suceessful minister
of Christ.” The charge to the church
was then given by the Rev. My, Wallace,
who dwelt on the three thoughts of
* Submission, Aid and Prayer.” These
services were most touching andimpres-
sive.

In the evening, the members of the
Ordaining Council preached ¢ Jesus” to
a Jarge audience.  And the Holy Ghost
gave them sucl o fulness of utterance
that they told *“the good old story,”
withont any overlapping of cach other’s
provinee, and the Lexd was there. At
the cluse of the mecting the people were
unvilling to go away, and lngered to
shake the hands of the brethren, saying
as they did so, ““ Tt was so like the good
old times.”

Scoteh hearts are warm, but Scoteh
converted hearts ave warmer.  God bless
Ewmbro” and its new pastor, and may that
union be long and happy! R. W W.

Sreevsing, Eravoss.—Rev. M. D.
Archer has resigned his chmge at Era-
mosz, tu the regret of his people and his
ministerial neighbours, whe hope to per-
saade him to remain. We understand
that this brother has been unsettled by
the supposition that winisters coming
from other bodies are under certain dis-
abilities among us, in which, of course,
he is mistaken. Some cantions uttered
with regard to such cases, not needlessly,
have had the misfortune to “hit the
wrong man.”  Daees not o like misfor-
tune happen to all preachers, whose
thundering denunciations or deep prob-
ings fail to penctrate the rhinoceros
hide or shake the torpid soul of the sin-
ner or the self-deceiver, but ratkle like
barbed and poisoned arrows in the souls
of morbid self-serudinizers 7 Lot our
brethren from other folds be assured
that a true man will pass for what he is,
whencesoever he may have come.
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Loxpox.—Our correspondent writes :
We have reorganized our Mutual Tmpro-
vement Association, and opened onr fall
campaign. A few particulars may be
useful and interesting. The Association
has @ President (the pastor), and Vice-
Presidents, Secretary-Treasurer, and a
Programme Committee. Both sexes are
adnuited to membership, withous Hmi-
tation as 10 age ; so that, while the bur-
dens and responsibility vest chiefly on the
youny wen, the mectings are attended
oy all sections of the congregation.
Male members pay a fee of 25 cents for
the season-—io defray petly expenses ;
ladies arve freely welcomed.  Meetsings
every Monday night. ut 7: 30, closing
mperatively at 9: 30, Our programme
for one month from last Monday inclu-
des two general meetings: an evening
for a debate; and an evening for the
reading of the journal or portfoliv—a
monthly mamascript paper made upe of
contrivutions from the members. The
programme of the genvral mectings con-
sists of an essay, and a few readings and
recitations, the interstices being filled
up with music. Then come brief re-
marks, critical vr commendatory, the
chairman ‘“ crowning the edifice ” with
a few final observations. Then dismissal.
The meetings are opened with appro-
priate devotional exercises, succeeded
by the reading of the minntes, and the
transaction of any necessary Dbusiness.
Before entering on the programme, an
intermission of five minutes is allowed,
to enable the programme committee to
see if all whose names ave on the list for
the eveni.g are present, and to make
arrangements for futnre meelings, [
am persuaded that a Mutual Improve-
ment Association canbe made of advan-
tage to those who attend it, and to the
congregation with which it is connected.
Let it be part and paicel of the chureh,
iet the pastor he the mainspring of the
organizition ; not, however, by dving
everything himself, but, rather, by
giving a proper tone and beni to the
proceedings. A few clostng hints may
not be amiss : make the business portion
of the meeting prompr and bricf.  Here
mugh depends on having a good chair-
man.  Let all remarks and criticisms be
orderly and courteous. Ajm high, en-
deavouring 1o seeure goud {though bricf)

THE CHURCHES.

essnys, and an acquaintance with stand-
ard literature. An occasional humorous
selection gives variety ; but the comie
should be sternly kept in its proper
place of subordination. It will be seen
that too much importance caanot be
given to the sclection of a programme
committee. Don't make it too large—
three or four persons.  The programme
committee is (or ought to be) the life
of the Association.

Burrorp axp New Duruam.—Rev.
. J. Robinson has resigned the pas-’
torate of these churches, and, by the
time these lines reach our readers, will
have preached his favewell sermons.

VESPRA, ANNIVERSARY SERVICQES. —
On Sabbath, the 20th October, the Rev.
J. A, R. Dickson, of Turonte, preached
anniversary sernons, morsing abd even-
ing, in the new Congregational Church,
Vespra. On the next day was held a
sviree, for the purpuse of raising funds
to pay off the remaining debi.on the
building.  After a sumptuous repast,
folluwed by excellent addresses from the
Rev. Mr. Dickson, Rev. Mr. Nixon,
Primitive Methodist, and others, the
pastor stated that, besides the proceeds
of the tea mecting and Sabbath collec-
tions, there remamned about $60 to be
made up. The Rev. Mr. Nixon sug-
gested that trees be planted around the
church, and any on: who wished to
jlant and owna tree be charged a certain
sum for the privilege. The suggestion
was adopted, and eight trees were imme-
diately sold, at £5 a picce, and after-
wards six more, at $2 a piece—the Rev.
Mr. Dickson purchasing one for the
ladies. There being still a deficieney, a
good brother, who had alre.dy pur-
chased o tree al $5, rose, avd offered to
pay the balance of the debt. A good
cheer told the delight felt at the ¢hurch
being free. It may be well to add, that
the pastor, having purchased a tree at
£5, two ladies afterwavds waited upon
him, and requested him to sell them the
tree, as they had not had the opportu-
nity of purchusing at the time—n very
kind way of saying, we wish v relieve
you of the burden of paying any more
towards the building. Of course, he
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could not vefuse a ladies’ petition, espe-
cially when so delicately and so kindly
presented.  And the hirgain was there-
fure made.

Marxira, —Rev. Daniel Macallum

- has resizned his charge at Markhan and

Unionviile, being moved to this step by

. insufliciency of support for a numerons

o an

{

family, and the disconragement of nu-
merous removals. The church reluet-
antly accepted the resignation, My M.
is at present on a visiv to Chebogne,
Nova Sceotia, with a view to scttlement.

NowrtuerNy Ciuncr, Teroxto.—On
Friday, October 11th, we held our first
social gathering of the svason.  Pastor
Dickson gave o brief address, in which
he gave promise of plenty to do through
the winter in the way of suclals, lectures,
&e., these being the best means of eulti-
vating that likeness to a family, which
should distinguish every budy of believ-
ers. Thé Sunday-school chuir, with
Misses H. Williamson, E. Copp, and C.
F. Thowas, added much to the pleasure
of the evening, by the kindly use of their
musical talents.  An interval of hand.
shaking was felt 1o be very profituble.
Mr. Hague, in the course of afew obsex-
vations, veferred to the work of the
church in Chestnut and William Streets,
Yarkville. We gladly recognize tokens
of the Divine blessing, upun our Sun-
day evening efforts in these neighboumr-
hoods, and earnestly pray that God will
continue to send the sunshine and the
shower, and make them fruitful fields.
It is our intention to hold these svcinl
meetings monthly.  Our schoolroom is
too strait for our requirements, and we
are about to enlarge its borders, On
Friday, Oct. 18th, Mr. H. J. Clark, the
esteemed superiniendent of the school,
delivered the fivst of two lectures on the
“Catacombs of Rome,” in aid of the
Building Fund.  Assisted by o huage
number of dingrans of the Tnseriptions,
Bas-Reliefs &, preserved in the Vati-
can, at Rome, the lecture was made ex-
ceedingly interesting and  instruciive.
It was apprepriately preceded hy the
aundience joining in the well-known hymm
“Lome let us Join our friends above,”
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and coneluded by the Sunday-school
choir, led by Miss H. Willinmson, sing-
g ““ There’s a beautiful land on high.”
The Pastor presided.—T. E.

Winrsy, Stxerise Pavry.—A large
party met on the evening of September
27th, at the parsonage, recently evected
on the church lut, and celebrated the
oceupation of it by the pastor, the Rev.
S. T Gibbs. A handsome balldamp,
hall floor-cloth, &e., were presented, and
an elegant repast was provided by the
Indics of the congregation.  The evening
was spent in genial intercourse, and the
cratified party indulged in encomiums
of the builder, Jusepl Harper, Bsq., on
his completion of a handsome and con-
venient house. The south front mea-
sures 39 feet, the depth 38 fect. It has
a good hall; two parlonrs, with French
windows and fulding doors, sitting-room,
study. three bedrovms with clusets, two
kitchens. ‘The house, being on an e~
nence, comnuauds o fine view of the town
and surrounding country. A new fence
round the church and house is begun.—
S. 1T G

Copouke, UNT.—Some five months
were spent by the writer in ministering
to the church and congregation in Co-
bourg, During that time, although la-
bowring under sume difficultics, owing
to peculiar circumstances, he wmet with
much to encourage and to gladden him.
The congregation at the first was some-
what small. In time, a marked improve-
ment  became visible.  Although not
usually favoured with large gatherings,
yet vecasionally what may be called re-
spectable vnes were given ws.  Perma-
nent additions were also made to the
number of our adhereuts. OF the interest
manitested in the services, it is impos-
sible to write in tvo culogistic tenus.
The attention given to the preaching,
the devoutness displayed in the meet-
ings for social worshiy, the diligence
apparent in the Sabbath-school, are well
worthy of remark and commendation,
1t is to be hoped that those who did
thetr duty so well and so faithfully have
been and are amply rewarded.  Coming
to tangible results, it is pleasant to note
the admission of seven into church fel-
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lowship, on profession of faith. Of these,
six are young. Others there are—seve-
ral, indeed—fully ready to identify
themselves with the cause. It may not
be out of place in this connection to
speak of an act of generosity on the part
of two gentlemen in the church and
congregation. Messrs. Field & Brother
bought a lot adjoining the church pro-
perty, for the use and benefit of the
church. Other matters of interest have
already been laid before the readers of
the Independent. The pulpit is supplied
at present chiefly by Methodist brethren.
An attempt was made to secare the
oceasional services of some of our Con-
gregationud clergy. ‘That twrned ont a
comparative failare. Of future pros-
pects much may be said. There is no
doubt that the town of Cobourg is des-
tined to advance in time to come. With
the town, the Congregational chureh
should becowe prosperous and powerful.
It has elements in it which, under the
blessing of God, will tell on the com-
munity at lavge. May the blessing which
seems designed for it not be diverted
from it.—J. (3.

PreseNtarioy v Coocxe. -On the
evening of Tuesday, September 17th, a
number of friends in connection with the
Congregational church in Cobourg met
ab the house of Mr. Charles Lawes, to
bid farewell to Mr. Joseph Griftith, who
had been preaching to them Quring the
sommer. After a bountiful supper, pro-
vided by the ladies of the congregation,
Mr. Griflith was surprised by an address
by Mr. Lawes. The address was accom-
panied with a present of a handsome
writing -desk.  This came from the
teachers in the Sunday school and the
members of the Bible class. M. Griffith
replied as best he could uunder the cir-
cumnstances.

REv. J. G. Maxry, since his resigna-
tion of the charge of Zion Church, To-
ronto, has been engaged in the service
of the Upper Canada Bible Society, as
one of its agents, on what is called the
““ provisional ” system, under which a
number of ministers, mostly with pasto-
ral charges of their own, give a portion
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of their time to the Bible agency. Mr.
Manly, as we learn from the Society’s
monthly Recorder for September, be-
tween 20th May, 1871, and 2nd April,
1872, has visited the branch societies
“westward from  Gananogue to the
County of York ; northward, within the
same meridians, from Lake Ontario to
Minden, and north-westerly to Brace-
bridge, in Muskoka—with five excep-
tions, and also all the sucieties in the
three Counties of Lincoln, Welland, and
Haldimand ; besides forming new bran-
ches, and revisiting new stations or out-
stations for sermon or lecture.” He
adds, ¢ Bible Society visitation has its
difficulties and drawbacks; but there
can be no nobler work than the diffusion
of revealed and written truth, and the
smun’x’oning of Christendom to take paxt
in it.

Rev. B. ¢. W. McCoLr, M.A,, we
understand, is an applicant for admis-
sion, as aminister, into the Presbyterian
Church of anada in connection with
the Church of Scotland.

Rev. Javus Dovcras.—The British
dmericcor Presbyterian of the 18th Oc-
tober, publishes the foliowing item in
its report of the meeting of the Brock-
ville Preshytery of the Canada Presby-
terian Church, on the 8sh of the same
month : — “Rev. James Douglas, a
minister of the Congregational body in
Canada, and who was labouring in
Lanawrk for upwards of seven years, ap-
peaved in person, and applied to be re-
ceived as a minister of the C. P, Church.
After mature conference with him, his
application was cordially entertamed,
and the Presbytery resolved to make
application to the next General Assem-
bly for leave to reccive Mr. Douglas.
In the meantime he labours within the
bounds of the Presbytery.”

Orrawa.—Rev. H. D. Powis has de-
clined the call to Ottawa.

Rev. Freperick Hasmives, formerly
of St. John, N.B., and recently of Wan-
stead, Essex, England, has been com-
pelled by ill-health to resign his pasto.
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rate, and is now on a visit to America.
He spent some time in October among

his old parishioners in St. John.

Tue Nixta ProviNcian S. S. Cox-
VENTION, at Montreal, on the 15th-17th
ult., was a success, in so far as the exer-
cises on the platform were concerned,
but not in point of numbers, local inte-
rest, enthusiasm or finances. Not more
than 200 or 300 delegates came from a

. distance. The Uniform Lesson question

was pretty fully discussed, and the In-

. ternational Series for1873 commended to
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Canadian schools. There is every pros-
pect that in 1874 the London X.8. Union
will join in the plan. The next Conven-
tion will be held in Toronto, in October,
1873.

Tre REcULAR Barrist Westery Mis-
S10NARY CONVENTION (answering to our
Union Meeting) held its annual meeting
during October, in Ayhmer, Ont. The
tone of the body was energetic and hope-
ful. Rev. W. Stewart, B.A., late pas-
tor of Bond Street Baptist Church, To-
ronto, and editor of the Cunadian Bap-
tist, was appointed Secretary and Super-
intendent of Missions. 'We suppose that
his brethren will take care that he does
not develope into a prelavieal bishop, us
some have feared *.awv such an officer
might become ame- ¢ us.  The Foreign
Mission among the 't cloggoos, in India,
is prosperous. It was decided notto hold
a denominational 8.8, Convention, but
a 8.S. Committee was appointed to care
for that important interest. The Insti-
tute at Woodstock was overcrowded,
and would shortly be enlarged. A mis-
sionary is to be sent to Manitoba. A
‘¢ Canadian Baptist Hymn-Book ” will
shortly be published.

Ersscorarran.—The Bishop of Huron
threatens, thatif the peopleof his diocese
do not help to build his new Cathedral,
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he -7 build it himself ! But that 1s a
very good way to make them build it, as
he probably knows.——The Church Soci-
ety of the Diocese of Huron has voted
400 a year for ten years for the support
of the proposed Missionary Bishop of
Algoma, so that he may be appointed
at once. The Diocese is expected to
raise 87,500 towards the endowment of
the new see. Bishop Hellmuth offered
to restore the *‘ most troubleseme privi-
lege” of patronage into the hands of the
Church Society, by whom it had been
placed at the disposal of his predecessor ;
but the Society replaced it n his Lord-
ship’s care.~—~—Rev. W. 8. Darling,
though unable to procure the thoroughly
experienced ladies he expected from
England, to conduct an Anglican ¢ Sis-
terhood,” has obtained two with some
knowledge of the mode of life, and has
opened a Home at 33 Gerrard Street
west.  He says, (addressing the Church
Herald), “the principles on which the
present experiment will be conducted
will be as follows :—Such number of
ladies as may offer themselves, and are
approved, will be placed together in a
comfortable home, and will, under an
easy rule, undertake such good works as
may be within their power. That rule
will regulate their labour, devotions,
meals and recreation, for of course there
can be no work without system. There
will be no permanent obligation laid up-
on them, for, of course, they are all more
or less untried. They will be free to go,
i, on practical experience of the life,
they seem to have no fitness or vocation
for it. While on the other hand, should
they develope those powers which befit
a Sister of Charity, and should they find
that rest in the work which those who
love it so often enjoy, it will no doubt
grow into a permanent institution,
fraught with many blessings to the poor
and suffering.”




Home and School,

WHA WAD BE THE LOSER?

You are drawing near to the water o
death,
And soon it '11 he Lo be crossed ;
Now what wad you say wi’ a’ your faith,
If He'd let your soul be lost ?

¢ 0, if my trusting soul could be
Torn from my Saviour’s cross,

The greatest loser wad no be me,
But His wad be the loss !

““My loss wad be but love in vain,
And a poor lost soul, I trow ; .

But His, His truth «nd honour gane,
If He could fail me now!”

Pine Grove. W W. Sarrn,

“ROCK OF AGES.”

‘“ Rock of Ages, cleft for me,”
Thoughtlessly the maiden sung,
* Fell the words unconsciously
From her girlish, gleeful tongue;
Sang as little children sing;
Sang as sing the birds in June;
Fell the words like light leaves down
On the current of the tune—
““Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
T.et me hide myself in Thee.”

¢¢ Let me hide myself in Thee,”
Felt her soul no need to hide;
Sweet the song as song could be—
And she had no thought beside;
All the words unhecdingly
Feil from lips untouched by care,
Dreaming not they each might he
On some other lips a prayer—
¢ Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee.”

‘“ Rock of Ages, cleft for me "—
"I'was 2 woman sang them now,
Pleadingly and prayerfully,
Every word her heart did know;
Rose the song as storm-tossed bird
Beats with weary wing the air,
Every note with sorrow stirred—
Every syllable a prayer—
““ Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee.”

“Rock of Ages, cleft for me,”
Lips grown aged sung the hymn
Trustingly and tenderly—
Voice grown weak and eyes grown dim.
““Let me hide myself in Thee,”
Trembling throngh the voice and low,
Ran the sweet strain peacefully,
Like a river in its flow.
Sung as only they can sing, |
Who behold the promised rest—
““Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee.”

“Rock of Ages, cleft for me,”

Sung above a coffin-lid;
Underneath, all restfully,

All life’s joys and sorrows hid.
Nevermore, O storm-tossed soul !

Nevermore from wind or tide,
Nevermore from billow’s roll,

Wils thou need thyself to hide.
Could the sightless sunken eyes,

Closed beneath the soft grey hair,
Could the mute and stiffen’d Iips

Move again in pleading prayer,
Still, aye, still the words would be—

““Let me hide myself in Thee.”

FASHIONABLE SINS.
IDLENESS.

Among the most fashionable sins of
the present day, one of the most preva-
lent, and, at the same time the least re-
garded, is idlencss or waste of our own
and other people’s time. Waste of other
people’s time 1s & double sin, because, in
so doing, we necessarily waste our own
time—which is one sin—while at the
same time, we deprive our neighbour of
that which of all his possessions is most
valuable—which is another sin.

In treating of fashionable sins T select
for consideration those which are the
least regarded, those which we scarcely
consider to be offences at all, but which,
in God’s sight, are grievous crimes, for
being guilty of which we must, when we
stand for trial before Him who will
come to judge all men with righteous
jndgment and from whose decision we
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can make no appeal—be called to a strict
account.

Perhaps there is nothing which we
profess to value so highly, and which at

.the same time we waste with such utter
recklessness as our time.  If we squander
our fortune it is within our power to make
another—to regainthat we have lost; but,
if we lose anhour, all the energy we can
exert, all the talent we cai bring into
play, will never enable us to replace it.

That the waste of time is an evil, all
men admit, though but few regard it as
a sin.  That it is a sin is plainly taught
in the word of Gop. There we are com-
manded to be diligent in business, fer-
vent in spirit, serving the Lord. Now
an habitually idle man cannot be diligent
in business, fervent in spirit, or a faithful
servant of Him who went about doing
good, and that which we have to do with
all our might. 1n the life of Christ, after
which we should endeavour to model our
lives, we find nothing like idleness ; no
idle talking, no seeking his own pleasure,
no shirking His duty, no unnecessary
taking His own ease to the neglect of
His Father’s business, no selfish intru-
sion vpon the privacy of others, or un-
necessary interruption of,or interference
with, the business of other people.

I do not mean to say that all recrea-
tion is sinful ; far from it. Recreation
is needful to keep mind and body in a
healthy, werking condition. I only
mean to say, that our recreations must
not be excessive, and must not degen-
erate into idleness and self-indulgence.
It must be taken as medicine ; not for
its own sake, but as the means to accom-
plish a desirable end—to keep us in a
fit condition to perform creditably the
duties assigned by Gob to us.

But let us examine ourselves and see
in what particulars we are guilty of idle-
ness, of wasting our time, for we should

nsiderthat we are thestewards of Gop,
...:d must render unto him an account of
all things committed to us,among which
things is our time. We must improve
our time, and make the most of it, or we
will be regarded as unprofitable servants.

‘When we pay visits of mere ceremony
from which no good is likely to resultto
ourselves or others, we are guilty of
idleness. :

‘When we spend an hour or two in idle
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talking about unprofitable things, about
the latest fashions, or the faults, business
or eccentricities of vur neighbours, we
sinfully waste our time. ’

When we spend an unnecessary
amount of time and attention in decor-
ating our persons, we waste our time,

W hen we pass our eveningsin dancing,
card-playing, or amusement sceking of
any kind, from which no good results,
we waste our time.

When we go to church and behave
with so little rever nce and attention
that we come away without bringing
with us any benefit of the truths there
tanght, we waste our time,

When we read, or listen to the reading
of books which make us neither wiser
nor better, we waste our time. .

When we sleep and lounge about
longer than nature requires us to do, we
waste our time.

When we sit at table longer than is
necessary, we waste our time.

Those who are in the habit of wasting
their own time, set no value upon the
time of other people : and keeping those
idle who are disposed to be usefully em:
ployed, they do an amount of mischief,
of the extent of which they have no con-
ception. Idle people are not only use-
less, but they are plagues and hindrances
to the industrious.

1f we would employ in some useful
manrer the many hours spent by us jn
idleness, the amount of work we would
be able to accomplish in a year, would
astonish us. Let us try the experiment,
and waste no more valuable time.

A YOUNG MAN’S BIBLE.

You are in a boarding-house. There is
no Sunday there ; there are no books
there ; there is no company for
yon theve. Where shall you got
What shall you do with yourself
Sunday morning ? What shall you do
with yourself Sunday afternoon ? Whas
shall you do with yourself Sunday night ?
There is a great deal of home-sickness
and there is a great deal of heart-sick-
ness on Sundays. There are a great
many young men who would give every-
thing in the world if on Sunday there
was some body that cared for them, and
would put an arm about them and say,

.




172 EDITORIAL
¢“My dear old fellow, how do you get
on?” somebody whose heart should
strike on their hearts. T know how it
is. I am sorry it is so. I would to
God there were some way in which the
young man, severed from all moral re-
lations, in the city, could have more
Sunday, and more chance to keep Sun-
day than he now has. There will be
more provisions in this direction one of
these days. Young Men’s Christian
Assouciations will yethav >anday homes
where young men shali und company,
and some place to renew, in part, at
least, the associations of their childhood
Sunday. :

Do not forget your Bible—and this
must come very strong against many of
you. Where 18 your Bible? I wish I
could take the statistics. That was one
of the things which, when you ivent
away from home, your mother put down
at the bottom of your trunk. And when
a mother packs the trunk of her boy
that is going away from home, she wept,
and murmured prayers in your behalf,
while you were frisking about, buoyant,
hopeful, full of exhilaration at the pro-
spect of going down to New York. And
she put the Bible carefully down at the
bottom. She had been saving what she
could for a whole month to get money
enough to buy the nicest Bible in the
village store. And in it is her crooked
but beautiful writing—for what mother’s
handwriting is not beautiful when she
writes a child’s name in a Bible? And
besides your name it may be that she
wrote some little text there. And after
wrapping some of your things about the
book, she filled up the trunk. And when
it was slung on to the coach, and yovu
disappeared, she went back to the place
where she packed it, and prayed for you.
And after you came to New York you
perhaps took the Bible out of the trunk
a few times on Sunday, and felt so bad-
ly that you could read but little. And
it may be that the young fellows where
you boarded, who never thought of read-
ing the Bible, laughed at you. After
that, perhaps, you tried to read it secret-
ly, But finally you forgot to do even
that. And not wishing to lose the Bi-
ble entirely, you put it back in your
trunk. And it has been there five years,
and you have not once taken it out.

POSTSCRIPT.

Where is your Bible ? There is a whole
history in the answer to that question.
Where is your Bible ? Take care of your
Bible, and your Bible will tuke care of
you,—Plymouth Pulpit, '

Epirroriar Posrscripr.—We surren-
der our own department this month to
part of Mr. Clarke’s able and interest-
ing address, which willwell repay perusal.
. Some of our correspondents who
have to furnish items of ¢ hews”, and
where the caseis of a ticklish nature,
find the art of ‘‘ putting things” a little
difficult, are prone to escape the difficul-
ty by devolving the task upon the edi-
tor, giving him in a private letter more
than he ought to pubdlish, and gilding
the pill with *‘you know so much bet-
ter how to do these thing than we do,”
and so on. Now, this is not fair. Our
knowledge of facts is generally less per-
fect than that of the writers, and we
have quite enough tu answer for, of our |
own sins of omission and commission.

The Bible Christians in Canada have
between 60 and 70 ministers, and they
sustain at Bowmanville a book-room,
and printing office, whence is issued a
weekly paper—The Observer—of large
dimensions, price $1 50, circulation,
2,000. The enforcement this year of pre-
payment in cash caused a loss of 500 sub-
scribers, but they are coming back. The

ministers may retain 25¢, out of each
subscription sent in, but several decline
to accept it. The establishment supports
the editor, and yields several hundred
dollars profit for church purposes. Is
there any thing here suggestive to us?

‘We regret that no reminder was given
Jast month of the observance of the se-
cond Sabbath in October, as a day of
prayer fox the College. Our official bre-
thren must not look to us to think of
these matters.




