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Better than
Cod Liver Oil

The quickest way to emphasize the good qualities of
Angier's Petroleum Emulsion is to compare it with cod liver
oil. That tells at a glance what almost every physician knows ‘

that while cod liver oil is good, refined Petroleum is better,
largely because it agrees with the stomach. Ours is pleasant w
to the taste and easy to digest; but the best way to learn

about a good new thing is to try it

| ANGIER’S |
PETROLEUM EMULSION |

is prescribed by physicians everywhere for throat and lung ‘
troubles. In the special process by which we purify petroleum
we eliminate all the irritating and nauseous properties of the 1
crude oil without losing any of its medicinal qualities. Pre-
scribed in the form of an emulsion, it is pleasant to take,
| agreeing with the most sensitive stomach. The combination ‘

with hypophosphites makes it a valuable nerve food and tonic.

; Angier’s Petroleum Emulsion is for sale by all [y
leading Druggists at 50c. and $1,00 a bottle.,

Sample bottles sent to any address on receipt of 10 cents to cover postage |

Angier Chemical Co., Boston, Mass. ‘

CANADIAN OFFiCE J

81 Confederation Life Building, Toronto.
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In ordering goods, or in making tnquiry concerning anything advertised in this Mo
Publisher, aswell as the advertiser, by stating that Vou saw the advertisement in Tug Sux

gagine, you will oblige the
DAY SCHOOL BANNER,




NoTE: < indicates a City of Refug

Iy

»
L e

“AADIAL KEY uup o' V
CANAAN /

Copyright, 1880, by ||
GEO, MAY POWELL,

Merom

u aters D/B

~/ 4 Golan
.v-o-

Rnlnu(h- \
Gilead
~

— 33

PRESERVE THIS MAP FOR REFERENCF,

e e AR

adoon

The




Vol. XXXIV.

Hymn for New Year’s Day,
BY THE REV. J.
On this glad day, this New Year's morn,
To thee, my God, I offer praise,
May no,, on wings of mercy borne,
To heaven ascend my grateful lays.

My praise to thee, my God, shall rise,

As incense sweet, through graces given,
To thee, my God, beyond the skies,

To thee, supreme in earth and heaven.

Thee all the hosts of heaven adore,

And bend and bow before thy throne,
For thou wilt reign for evermore,

As God from endless ages known,

Oh ! may thy Gospel freely run
Through every land and bless our race;
May victories for thee be won,
On every shore, in every place.

Let heathen nations learn of thee,

And, coming to thy glorious light,
May they thy great salvation see,

Saved by thy wisdom, love and might,

This year may nations live in peace,
And learn the art of war no more;
Thy kingdom come, its power increase,

Thy sceptre sway from shore to shore.

Thus may this year be ever known,
As one to which to man was given,

Abundant blessings from thy throne,
Abundant grace direct from heaven.

Petitcodiac, N.B.

PASCOE,

Time.,

The present is the centre of eternity.
All time focalizes on to-day. Out of

the root of the past has sprung the plant

JANUARY, 1900,

of the present, and it, in turn, will pro-
duce the fruitage of the future. He who
sighs for the furmer days or dreams of
days to come, sins against to-day—yea,
he sins against eternity. The past is
gone; the future may not come to us in
this earth life; we can claim only the
present, and we must be prompt to use
it, for it will not tarry for us, but ere we
are aware it is numbered with the past,
o-day is the heir of yesterday, and the
testator of to-morrow.

There come moments in every life that
are more important than whole days at
other times. There occasionally comes
a single instant that means more than
all preceding years; an instant of crisis
when you must settle some great, vital
question affecting your whole future lite,
yes, and your eternal destiny; an instant
in which you are called upon to sow the
seed of an immeasurable harvest; an in-
stant in which you may launch yo.r boat
upon a new sea of life, turning its prow
toward a beautiful harbour of success
and happiness. Act on the instant, and
great is your reward. Let the moment
slip by unheeded, neglect to act that in-
stant, and your supreme opportunity in
life is gone forever. It will not come
back to-morrow. It will not return next
year. Opportunities never receive orders
from the Great Commander of Eternity,
“Face about! March!” His one com-
mand, repeated unceasingly, is, “ For-
ward, march ! Double quick !”

Refuse to sow the seed at the critical
moment when opportunity offers, and
the harvest will be yours—never. Refuse
to launch your bark when the new sea is
at flood-tide, and your vessel, stranded
high and dry for eternity, cannot bear
you to the coveted haven of prosperity
and joy.—The Angelus.
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A Happy New Year.

“The old year is going; let him go.”
Turn we with new hopes and wills to the
new year. Forgetting the things of the
past, remembering only its lessons,
“press toward the mark,” better char-
acter, nobler achievement, greater use-
fulness; in short, a Christlike life, a
truly happy new year. We all want it.
How shall we obtain it ? Not merely
by making good resolutions the first day
of the year, but by making them each
day and keeping them. It is a good
think to make good resolutions—if they
are kept. There can be no moral im-
provement without them, Luther’s
declaration that the way to hell is paved
with good resolutions was not meant to
keep people from making them, but as a
warning against breaking thom. The
trouble with our New Year’s Day resolu-
tions is that they are not made for ful-
filment in the future. Not the vows
made to-day for to-morrow, but the vows

SUNDAY SCHOOIL BANNER,

fulfilled each day, make our years
blessed.

Our best pledge of a happy new year
is in making the most of each paising
day. Some one has pictured the days
as coming to us with veiled faces, bear-
ing the commonest of gifis in their
hands, but when they have passed beyond
recall the draped figures become radiant
and the gifts we rejected seem to be trea-
sures fit for kings' houses. No day is
commonplace if we only had eyes to see
its splendor. If our new year is to be
beautiful, we must make all its days
shine.

We cannot gain happiness by seeking
it as an emd or by making the pursuit
of it the sole business of life. In this
respect it is like some of the moral vir-
tues; simplicity of character cannot be
produced by thinking of it. The grace
of humility cannot be won by constantly
comparing ourselves with others, and
cataloguing our deficiencies; the result
is more likely to be inordinate self-con-
ceit. So happiness eludes our grasp
when we keep it continually in view and
make it our chief object.

Happiness is not one of the prizes of
exertion or ingenuity, and cannot be
acquired by direct effort to gain it. It
comes when we are not seeking or ex-
pecting it; when we are too pre-
occupied with high aims and useful work
to think about it. *““In life,” says Hum-
bolt, “ it is worthy of special remark that
when we are not too anxious about hap-
piness and unhappiness, but devote our-
selves to the strict, unsparing perform-
ance of duty, then happiness comes of
itself—nay, even springs from the midst
of a life of troubles, anxietiee and oriva-
tions.”

Especially and certainly does happi-
ness come without thought or search to
those who live for others. Therefore,
for every one of us the secret of a happy
new year is in living to make others

truly happy. So Christ has taught us
by precept and example. He did not
seek happiness for himself. *“ He went

about doing good,” alleviating the sor-
rows, healing the bodies and souls of
men; and we know that he found divine
joy in serving and blessing men. So we
may make the new year one of special
grace #nd joy to our souls by spending
it in self-forgetful service of God and
humanity.

Confidence in God’s care is necessary
to a happy new year. We can see all
the way the Lord hath led us in the past
year; but the future is wholly unknown
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to us. We know not what a day may
bring forth, and no oracle or seer can
tell what will be our changes, conflicts,
achievements, in the year to come. But
we know that we are safe in God’s care,
that no earthly disaster can touch the
heart of that life which is hid with
Christ in God.—Rev. C. H. Zimmerman,
in 8. 8. Journal,

Outlook for 1900,

The International Committee assigns
for the next eighteen months the study
of the life of Christ. The object is to
give a thorough and systematic con-
sideration of the life of Christ, his teach-
ings and work, as drawn from all the
Gospels and presented in chronological
order. Each Evangelist had his own
object in the writing of his Gospel,
Matthew writes for the Jews, and aims
to show that Jesus Christ is the Messiah
foretold by the prophets, He quotes
sixty-five passages from the Old Testa-
ment to prove that Jesus is the fulfilment
of the law and the prophets, the hope of
Israel,

Mark, under the training of Peter,
writes for the Roman world, He dwells
on Christ as the Son of God, the Lord
of power and kingship. He cites those
deeds and words which establish this
claim and manifest the divine power min-
istering to men,

Luke writes for the Gentile world,
specially the Greeks. Hig object is to
set forth the certainty of the things in
the life of Christ, of whom there are
many accounts, but not in all respects
satisfactory. He portrays Jesus as the
Friend and Saviour of men, his Gospel
being for all men, both Jews and Greeks.
The Greek had low ideas of sin and holi-
ness. Luke shows Christ interested in
the lowest and vilest as well as in the
noblest, but declaring the vileness of sin
and the beauty of holiness, “He em-
bodies in his narrative those incidents
of Christ’s life which show hig universal
sympathy and world-wide interest.” He
is the divine Saviour, the universal man,
In him God draws near to man of every
nation and tongue, but he is also the
man of men, the pattern of all,

John writes to all Christians.  Hig
first purpose is to show that Jesus Christ
is the only-begotten Son of God. He
tells of his eternal existence, of the
Logos becoming flesh. His Gospel sup-

plements the other three, and clearly re-
veals the deity of Christ. The second
purpose is that, believing that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God, men might thus
have life through his name,

It is necessary, for the right under-
standing of the four Gospels, to study,
as we have been doing in past years,
each Gospel by itself. If the student
keeps the central thought well in mind,
he will gain greatly in his appreciation
of the divine revelation; he will under-
stand much better the teachings of the
evangelists. As he follows the distinect
pur; j3es of the four writers, he will dis-
cover that each one presents a necessary
aspect of that marvellous life of Christ.
He will discover, too, that each supple-
ments the other, and all four are neces-
sary to give the complete picture of
Jesus Christ.

It will be seen that for such study the
plan of the International Committee is a
good one. The committee studies each
Gospel consecutively, It is the business
of the editors of lesson helps to bring
out the definite purpose of the evangelist
studied, and aid the teacher and scholar
in seeing Christ as Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John wanted him to be seen.

For a complete picture of Christ we
must study the four Gospels together, as
they supplement one another. There is,
of course, a central core of truth, around
which they group their material. Each
evangelist sets forth the incarnation of
the Son of God. * With Matthew, Jesus
is Emmanuel, God with us in fulfilment
of prophecy; with Mark, he is the mighty
worker, the Son of God in human form;
with Luke, he is the Saviour of the
world, the Son of God; with John, he is
the eternal Word made flesh.,” All are
busied with the life of the Son of God
on earth in the form of man and subject
to human conditions. This history is
the central part of each Gospel. The
death upon the cross occupies in each
Gospel large space, and is described with
the most painstaking fidelity. That
death to them is paramount, for it is for
sin, as each indicates in various ways
by the incidents narrated and by the
words of Christ himself. The resurrec-
tion is also common to all, for the risen
Christ is proof that he is the Son of God,
with power, and by his final teachings
and promises, filling them with hope,
gives them authority and power to pro-
claim him the Saviour of all men, and
specially of them that believe.

Yet each evangelist has something
which the others do not have. In order,




Adults

Christ, the lessons for eighteen months as well as Juniors find that the eye may

are upon the life of Christ, taken from
all four Gospels and given in chrono-
logical order. We start with the birth
of Jesus and follow him, step by step,
until we part with him on the Mount of
Olives, where his earthly ministry closed.

In late years the Christian world has
been given life after life of Christ, in
which devout men and sometimes ration-
alists have sought to set before us tne
marvellous Christ. These books have
attracted widespread interest, and have
been found intensely fascinating. But,
after all, they are not, and cannot be, as
profitable as to take the inspired words
of the evangelists and study them so
that the complete picture of Christ shall
rise before us, so majestic, yet tender,
so strong, yet lovely, so perfect, yet so
inspiring.

It has been the fortune of many of us
to see on the speaking canvas portraits
of Jesus, where the artist has pictured
him for us in one of the supreme mo-
ments of his life. Who can ever forget
Durer's * Christ on the Cross;” or Hoff-
man’s * Christ and the Young Man;" or
“ Christ the Consoler;” or “ Christ before
Pilate” ? How marvellous have been
the works of these masters of beauty !
Yet in these months to come picture after
picture of Christ will be given us. We
will hear his words, mark his miracles,
see his sufferings and death, and rejoice
in his resurrection. Out of all should
come to us from the four he chose by his
Spirit and inspired to portray him a
noble picture of him, greater than that
which any artist ever painted.

He should become to us who believe
more precious as Saviour, Teacher, Ex-
ample, Friend and Lord. We should be
able to make him precious to others and
lead them to say in glad faith: “My
Lord and My God.” Surely the months
that are coming promise to be rich in
blessings to all devout students of the
‘Word.—Augsburg Teacher.

The Books of the Bible,

One vital requisite for Bible students
is familiarity with the names, order, and
grouping of the books of the Bible. As
soon as children are old enough to read
and memorize they should begin this
essential study. The accompanying
illustration, which may be used as a
blackboard exercise, is because of its
simplicity one of the best we have seen,

0ld Testa ment.
Books of thelLaw

aE]L.N.D

Mistory Books.

New Testament.
History Books.

MiMILISIA

Lettevs.

FRHETTEN

Lettervs

Paul's

Othev

be of great help to the memory, and this
plain outlining, lettering, and grouping
of the books is admirable.

v SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

therefore, to give us a complete life of and we commend its wide use.
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A New Year's Hymn.

BY FRANCES RIDLEY HAVERGAL.
“Certainly I will

Exodus 3 12,

*“ Certainly I will be with thee !” Father,
I have found it true;

To thy faithfulness and merey I would set
my seal anew,

All the year thy grace hath kept me,
thou my help indeed hast been;

Marvelious thy loving-kindness every day
and hour is seen.

** Certainly I will be with thee !” Let me
feel it, Saviour dear ;

Let me know that thou art with me, very
precious, very near.

On this day of solemn pausing, with thy-
self all longing still,

Let thy pardon, let thy presence, let thy
peace my spirit fill,

“ Certainly I will be vith thee ! Blessed

be with thee.”—

Spirit, ccme o me;

Rest upon me, ¢ . ell within me, let my
heart thy ‘emple be.

Through the ckless year before me,
Holy with me abide ;

ifort me, and calm me; be
my ever present Guide.

“Certainly I will be with thee ! Starry
promise in the night,

All uncertainties, like shadows, flee away
before its light.

‘“ Certainly I will be with thee!” He hath
spoken, I have heard ;

True of old and true this moment, I will
trust Jehovah's word.

Methodist Magazine and Review
for December.

This number completes the fiftieth
volume of this Magazine. It has nine
illustrated  articles, with Christmas
stories, poems, etc. The announcement
for 1900 is particularly attractive, An
important series of illustrated articles, by
Sir John Bourinot, on “ Canada During
the Victorian Era,” will be of special in-
terest. Illustrated articles are also an-
nounced on “ England’s Oldest Colony,
Newfoundland;” « Canada-by-the-Sea;”
“Growth of the Canadian Northwest;”
‘" Evangeline’s  Country;” Methodist

Progress of a Hundred Years;” “ High-
ways and Byways of Travel;” “ Britain’s
Long Arm, the Royal Navy,” and many
Serial and short stories,

other topics.

character studies and sketches, popular
science articles, social and religious
topics, missionary articles, world’s pro-
gress, and other features of interest are
announced. The November and Decem-
ber numbers will be given free to new
subscribers.

Toronto : William Briggs. Montreal :
C. W. Coates. Halifax: S. F, Huestis,
$2.00 a year; $1.00 for six months,

Book Notices,

A Year's Prayer-Meeting Talks. By
Louis Albert Banks, D.D. 12mo,
cloth, 297 pp. Price, $1.00. New

York and London: Funk & Wagnalls
Company.

The prayer-meeting service is one of
the most important institutions for ex-
tending church influence. Dr. Louis
Albert Banks, the distinguished pastor of
the First Methodist church in Cleveland,
Ohio, has been unusually favoured in this
department of his work. His evening
meetings have attracted large congre-
gations, and many new members have
been added to the church. It is in re-
sponse to numerous requests the present
velume has been prepared. It contains
fifty-two short talks for prayer-meet-
ings—one for each week in the year.
Such talks as these are calculated to at-
tract large congregations, and to make
the meeting helpful to all who attend.
The subjects are treated in original and
striking ways, but never in a sensa-
tional or unwholesome manner. Anec-
dotes, stories, bright similes, and poetical
quotations enliven the talks. Their
style is winning, and they are never too
long to hold the interest of the hearers.
The Bible Vindicated by Marvellous

Discoveries in Scripture Lands. By

the author of “ The Harvest-Home in

Palestine.” St. John, N.B.: R. A. H.

Morrow. Price, 50 cents,

In these latter times the spade is often
the best commentator on the Scriptures,
The recent discoveries in Bible lands
throw extraordinary light on the Word of
God. They disprove many of the ideas
which have had wide currency. It has
been affirmed, for instance, that in the
time of Moses the art of writing was un-
known, and that, therefore, the Penta-
teuch could not have been his work.
Recent discoveries show that there was
a very copious literature, and even ac-
counts of the deluge and other events re-
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corded in the Pentateuch, long before the
time of Moses.

The most compendious and inexpensive
record of these discoveries that we know
is that whose title ig given above, |t
describes the explorations in Babylon
and Nineveh; the discoveries in Egypt
and  Palestine; the Tel-el-Amarna
tablets; the lost empire of the Hittites;
the discoveries jn the Lord’s Lang
especially those at Jerusalem ang
Lachish, and many others. Twelve
illustrations add to the value of thig
book. It seems as if the very stones of
the wall cry out in testimony of the au-
thenticity and indubitable veracity of the
Word of God,

The Victorian Rra Series, British
Foreign Missions, 1837-1897. By Rey,
R. Wardlaw Thompson, Foreign Sec-
retary to the London Missionary So-
ciety, and Rev. Arthur N, Johnson,
M.A., Home Secretary to the London
Missionary Society. London : Blackie
& Son, Limited, Toronto: The Copp,
Clark Co., Limited. Pp., XI.-233,
Price, 90 cents.

One of the most striking characteris-
tics of the present century is that it is
the century of missions,  Especially is
this true of the sixty-two years of Her
Majesty's reign., In this volume is pre-
sented a concise account of the progress
of missions in a hundred years, but
especially during the last sixty years. It
is a stirring story, and reads like a con-
tinuation of the Acts of the Apostles,
In this great work the record of Meth-
odism is one of the most successful. The
author describes the special develop-
ments of mission work, as education,
literature, medical missions, woman's
work, native churches, home life, and the
like. It will be an admirable book for
our mission circles, Epworth Leagues,
Sunday-schools and private readers.

The Little Ones and the Aged.

Mrs. Genevra Simons, of New York
City, thus touchingly writes to Dr. Dun-
can concerning her Home Department
work :

During the work connected with the
last quarter, I wag greatly interested in
making some new centres.  We have a
new Baptist orphanage, called the * Jen-
nie Clarkson Home,” This is at Katonah,
N.Y. The little Sunday-school building

is some little distance away, and the
younger children cannot go, It Occurred
o me that here wag a good fleld. | got

ones I sent the little bapers we use, |
send these each month, and the matron
will give the broper ones out each Sun-
day.

Then I came back to the city, and one
afternoon went to the Baptist Home
Which we maintain for the aged, There
i I had only ope
afternoon to go from room to room and
see the old people, and talk to them, |
cannot tell you, Dr, Duncan, the Pleasure
these old people took in it all, nor how
ckarmed they were with the thought of
being in touch with Sunday-school work,
I only had time to get twenty names
then, but wil add greatly to the list
when I return to the city, It seemed to
me in both of thege centres that first, to

sion, and in the second case, to give the
old people a systematic course of study
lessons which they
could talk over with each other, glving
them something new jpn their rather
monotonous lives, Was rendering to hoth
parties a real gervice,

I see such beautify] effects, such won-
derful possibilities, that am very en-
thusiastic over it all,

Literary Notes,

A most important historical work, deal-
ing with the beginnings of Pennslyvania
and New York, is John Figke's « The

of Houghton, Miffiin & Co,

Miss Phelps’ story, “Loveliness,” which
appears in the August Atlantic, has been
bublished by Houghton, Miffiin & Co,
in a pretty volume, with illustrations, [t
is not to be supposed that * Loveliness "
Wwill excite any great affection for Migs
Phelps among vivisectionists,

——

If you eannot Jjoin the main school and
attend regularly, then do the next best
thing—join the Home Department, angd
study the lessons every week
home.  This wiy make 1900 a “glag
new year,” from January to December,
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A New Leaf,

He came to my desk with a quivering lip—
The lesson was done—
“ Dear teacher, | want a new leaf,” he
said ;
“I have spoiled this one,”
In place of the leaf 80 stained and
blotted
I gave him a new one all unspotted,
And into his saq eyes smiled—
“ Do better now, my child,”

I went to the throne with a quivering
soul—
The old year was done—
*“ Dear Father, hast thou a new leat for
me ?
I have spoiled this one.”
He took the old leaf, stained anq blotted,
And gave me a new one all unspotted,
And into my gsaq heart smiled—
“Do better now, my child.”

—Carrie haw Price, in Episcopal Recorder,

1. January 7.—Tue Birtn o JESUS, Luke A
Comnit vs, 811, (Read Luke 1; Matt, John
1 1-18.) Gouney TEXT: Thou shalt call his name
i for he shall save his people from their
sins.  Matt, 1, 21,
1L January 14.— Ty CiiLp Jesvs Visims JERUSALEM,
Luke 2. 4152, Commit v, 49-52,  (Read Matt.
2; Luke 2. 21-38.) GOLDEN Texr: And Jesus
increased in wisdom and Stature, and in favour
with God and man. Luke 2, 62,

r January 21, —Tyg PREACHING OF Jouy THE Baprist,
Luke 8, 1.17, (May be used as a Temperance
Lesson.)  Commit vs. 3-6. (Read Mal, 8, 3
4.146.) GoupeN Texr: Prepare ye the way of the
Lord. " Luke 3, 4,

IV. January 28, —Tyg BAPTISM AND TrMPrATION oF
JROUS.  Matt, 3. 13 to 4, 11, Commit vs, 16, 17,
gg«;mp-n Luke 8. 21, 22 with 4, 1-13.)  GoLpex

T: This is my beloved Son, in whom I am wel

g’lﬂkd. Matt, 3. 17,

V. February 4, —Tug Firsr DISCIPLEs oF Jesus,  John

1. 85-46. Commit vs, 85-87, (Read John 1. 19.51,)

GOLDEN Trxr: They followed Jesus, John 1. 87

V1. February 11.—Jgsus AND Nicopemt B
Commit vs, 14.17, (Read John 2,

Gowpi
For God 80 loved the world, that he gave his o
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him

OPENING SERVICE,
1. SiLexce,

1L RESPONSIVE SENTENCES, (1 John 4, 9-16.)

Sver, In this was manifested the love of God
toward us, because that God sent his
only begotten Son into the world, that
We might live through him,

Herein is love, not |¥ml we loved God,
but that he loved us, and sent his Son
to be the propitiation for our sins,

Sver, Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought

also o love one another,

No man hath seen God at any time, 1t
we love one another, God dwelleth in

us, and his love is perfected in us,

Suver, Hereby know we that we dwell in him,
and he in us, hecause he hath given us
of his Spirit,

Scioon.  And we have seen and do testify that the
Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of
the world.

Scnoow,

Senoor.

—_— 1 —
Lessons and Golden Texts,—Studies in the Life of Jesus.

A Wise Sunday-school,
The St. Paul's Fros

Presbyterian Sunday-
School, Fredericton, N.B, has a Home
Department of 109 members.  To each

member the school presents g monthly
copy of The International Evangel, for
lesson study, obtaining the large club at
reduced rates. That is a bright thought,
for while the church will pe increasing
the Bible study of these home seniors,
they are also giving them a wide edu-
cation in modern Sunday-school work.
The home-staying mothers will find in
the Primary columns much by which
they teach the little ones not yet old
enough for school, That school has
had a club for more than a year, and
they know the safe, good religious teach-
ing of The Evangel. Let the vigitors be
diligent, and that church will
reap from so good a seed sowing,—A.,
Lucas, in International Evangel.

should not perish, but have everlasting life
John 3, 16,

VIL. February 18, —Jrsus AT JACON'S WELL,  John 4.
5:26. ~ Commit ve, 11-14, (Read John 3, 29 to
4. 45.) Goupey Texr: God is a Spirit: and they
that woruh‘!'p him must worship him in spirit and
in truth, John 4, 24,

VL February u5,—Jgsus REJECTED AT NAzARRTH, Luke
4. 16-80. Comimit ve, 17-19. (Read Matt. 4, 18-16.
Mark 1. 14-15; John 4, 46:64.) GoLoeN Trxr: He
came unto his own, and his own received him not,
John 1. 11,

IX. March 4, Jrsus HEeauxe 1y CAPERNAUM,  Mark 1,
21-34.  Commit vs, 82-34.  (Read Luke 5, 1-11)
GOLDEN Texr: And he healed many that were
sick, Mark 1. 34,

+ March 11, —Tug Papavymic HEALED,  Mark 2, 1.12,
Comumit ve, 9. 12, (Read Matt. 4. 28-25; Mark 1.

>

Power on earth to forgive sing, Mark 2, 10,
March 18—Jgsus ar MArTiEW'S Housk, Mark 2,
18-22,  Commit vs, 15-17, (Compare Matt, g,
917.)  GoupeN Trxr: He said unto him, Follow
me, Luke 5, 27,
XIL March 25, —Revigw, GOLDEN TEXT: The Son of
man came not to be ministered unto, but to
minister. Mark 10, 45,

XL

t of Services,—First Quarter,

Sver, Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the
Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and
he in God,

ALL, And we have known and believed the love
that God hath to us, God js love ; and
he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in
God, and God in him,

1. Sixaixa,

IV. Tuk Tex COMMANDMENTS, OR THE APoSTLES' Cregp,
PRAYER, followed b the Lord’s Prayer in concert.

NGING,
CLOSING SERVICE,

I. SiNaiNa,

11. Resroxsive SENTENCER, (Psa, 62, 57.)

Surr, My soul, wait thou only upon God ; for
my expectation is from him,
He only is my rock and my salvation ; he
is my defence ; I shall not he moved,
ALL, In God is my salvation and my glory : the
rock of my strength, and my refuge, is
in God.

Scnoow,
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Time
part of |

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
FIRST QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE LIFE OF JESUS.

M. Tt
Tu. Tl
W,

LES! I. TIHE BIRTH OF JESUS. [Jan, 7, 5. Di
8. The
[ o
i IOLDEN TEXT. Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his people from their sins.
G
Matt. 1, 21,
AUTHORIZED VERSION, REVISED VERSsION, No. 29
[Read Luke 1; Matt. 1; John 1. 1-18,] 1 Now it came to pass in those days, there Al
went out a decree from Carsar Au~mm’(us, )
Luke 2. 1-16. [Commit to memory verses =ik 2 that all the world should be enrolled, This

1 And it came to pass in those days, that there was the first enrollment made when Qui-ri’ni- No. 304
went out a decree from Cw’sar Au-gus'tus, that 3 us was governor of Syri-a. And all went to 9
all the world should be sixed, ol enroll themselves, every one to his own city. I

2 And this lufu’m \}x:: llxm made when Cy-re'- 4 And Jorseph also went up from Gal'i-lee, out
m.'la‘“‘]u ﬁ"v::-:x:‘t:‘l’u'l-l d, every one into his of the city of Naz’a-reth, into Ju-de a, to the No. 302
‘,\;“‘ ({;;yu i Y city of Da’vid, which is called Betl/le-hem, Ha

2 i i f

4 And Jo'seph also went up from Gal’i-lee, out because he was of the house and l'xnml) of s
of the city of Na reth, into Ju-de'a, unto the 5 Da’vid ; to enroll himself with Ma'ry, who
city of D“"_'i'lj “".”‘": » ]"“”'_".I “(111](' 1"1}11':".'".’;0‘ "",‘ Was betrothed to him, being great with child, QUESTI
};:3:;;1 l;u TARHOL SENi Bl A 8 6 And it came to pass, while they were there, 1. The P

5 To be taxed with Ma’ry his espoused wife, the days were fulfilled that she should be de What le

| being great with child, 7 livered. And she brought forth her tlrslb?ru Who wa

6 And so it was, that, while they were there, son; and she wrapped him in swaddling What is
the days were accomplished that she should be clothes, and laid him in a manger, because Tell wh
dl.mcﬂ}d'l 1 it otth har Rbath 1 there was no room for them in the inn, tion.”

7 Aud she brought forth her first YOrn son, and e A Afaach = . "
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him S x\n«l. l!u re were shepherds in ()lf& same coun { W h.u. ar
in a manger ; because there was no room for try abiding in the field, and keeping watch by Was it a
themin the inn. 9 night over their flock,. And an angel of the | be wrappe

8 And there were in the same country shep- Lord stood by them, and the glory of the Lord If not, th
:‘ﬁ'.‘lsﬂ"h{‘("l"'j'l‘i" )::"" field, keeping watch over shone round about them : and they were sore ] sign ¢

;I:\“‘l}c Ic ,)”"l fm'd of the Lord came upon 10 afraid. And the angel said unto them, Be not. Enumera

), B J 3 L ame - 2 ]
them, and 'the Kl“‘:,\' of the Lord sln';u« round afraid ; for behold, I bring You good tidings H rounded ou
about them ; and they were sore afraid, of great joy which shall be to all the people : 2. The Ang

10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: 11 for there is born to you this day in the city of 1 Who rec
f(';rl bfh‘l’m'l ]' bring I)I'"" ﬂ’lﬂlﬂl tidings of great joy, Da’vid a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord, ) birth ¢
= ;[b;ﬂ m:l “m‘t(:lum ‘3" ‘:: '“ is day in the city of 12 And this is the sign unto you; Yeshall find a Why were

or unto yo )0 1is day 2 city Sy 2 i o % g - = A
Da'vid a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, and lying Il.u\\ \\‘us

12 And this shall be a sign unto you : Ye shall 13 in a manger, And suddenly there was with What is
find the babe wrapped in uwmldllflgclutlws, 1y- the angel a muititude of the heavenly host upon men, ¢

ing in a manger.

praising God, and saying,

13 And suddenly there was with the angel & 14 Gloryto God in the highest,
multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and
saying,

What wer
What is t
Why was |
Who appe
How dia t
What was
What did i
How is thi
Col. 1. 19,
Has Christ
nations of m
How did it

And on earth peace among men in whom
he is well pleased,

14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 15 And it came to pass, when the angels went
peace, good will toward men, away from them into heaven, the shepherds

15 And it came to pass, as the angels were gone said one to another, Let us now g0 even un-
away from them into heaven, the shepherds sni:l to Beth'le-hem, and see this thing that is
one to another, Let us now £0 even unto Beth’- ) .
le-hem, and see this thing which is come to pass,  €Ome to pass, which the Lord hath made
which the Lord hath made known unto us, 16 known untous, And they came with haste,

16 And they came with haste, and found Ma'ry  and found both Ma'ry and Jo'seph, and tho
and Jo’seph, and the babe lying in a manger, babe lying in the manger.
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Time.—~The very end of B. C. Sorthe early 5.

part of B.C. 4. Place.—Bethlehem of Judea,

Home Readings.

Al The Birth of Jesus, Luke 2. 1-0,
Zw. The Birth of Jesu . Luke 2. 10
W. Simeon’s prophecy.  Luke 2, 25
Th. Mary's thanksgiving. Luke 1. 46-55,
F. The divine Word, Ifeb, 1, 1-9,

8. Divinity and humanity, John 1. 1-14,
8. The Saviour. 1John 4. 14,

>

Lesson Hymns,

No. 299, New Canadian Hymnal.

Angels, from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o'er all the carth,

No. 304, New Canadian Hymnal,

Joy to the world ! the Lord is come ;
Let earth receive her King.

No. 302, New Canadian Hymnal,

Hark! what mean those holy voices,
Sweetly sounding through the skies?

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. The Providential Method, v, 1-7,

What led Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem #

Who was Cesar Augustus ?

What is here meant by *“ taxing "

Tell what you know about the
ti(lll.”

What are “swaddling clothes (s

Was it a strange thing at that time for babes to
be wrapped in swaddling clot hes ?

If not, then what was the significance of that
sign ¥

Enumerate the miraculous events which sup-
rounded our Lord’s birth,
2. The Angelic Message, v, 8-14,

Who received the first news of the Saviour's
birth?

Why were such people chosen for this honor?

How was the event made known to them ¥

What is the effect of unearthly appearances
upon men, and why ¢

What were these good tidings ¢

What is the meaning of the word * Christ ¥

Why was a sign needed »

Who appeared with the angel ¥

How did this illustrate Dan, 7100

What was the song of the heavenly host ¢

What did it bring to men, and how ¢

How is this song illustrated by Rev, 5, 13 and
Col.1. 19, 209

Has Christ’s coming brought peace among the
nations of men ¥

How did it bring good will ¢

" aununcia-
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e Confirmation of the Message, v, 15, 16,
What was the determination of the shepherds *
Did it show any doubt of the angel’s message ¥
Try to picture this seene to your minds: The
tramp in the darkness over the fields, the admis-
sion through the gate into the silent little city,
the activity about the caravansary, and the im-
bulsive veneration of the supernatural Child,

What inspired their journey #

How were they an example to us v

What reasons can Le given why Christ should
come as a babe,

What reasons can be given why he should come
in poverty ¢

Teachings of the Lesson,
Where in this lesson do we learn—
L. That God honors the lowly ¢
2. That Christ's coming brings joy »

3. That angels rejoice in the happiness of men »
QU FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. The Providential My thod, v, 1-7,
Of what decree does the lesson tell, and by
whom was it issued ¢
Who then ruled in Syria ?
Where did the people go for their taxing ¢
From what city and province did Joseph come 3
Where did he go to be taxed ¢
Why did he go to Bethlehem ¥
Who accompanied him on the journey
What happened while they were at Bethlehem #
Where was the child laid # Why »
What name was given the child, and why »
Matt. 1, 21,25,
2. The Angelic Message, v, 8-14,
What night watchmen were on daty near Beth
lehem ¢
Who suddenly appeared to them ?
Of what were they afraid ?
What did the angel say to comfort them 9
What was his good news?
What * sign " Qid he give them ¢
Who suddenly joined the angel ?
What was their song of joy ¢
Of whose good will was the birth of Jesus a
pledge? John 3, 16,
3. The Confrmation of the Message, v. 15, 16,
Where did the angels go ¢
What visit did the shepherds suggest ?
Does this indicate doubt or faith ?
What did they find when they came
When should we seek Jesus # Isa. 55, 6,
Practieal Teachings.
Where in this lesson are we shown—
1. The fulfillment of prophecy ?
2. That angels are interested in our welfare ?
3. That God’s glory is man’s highest good ?

TIONS
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QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Where was Jesus born ¢ Luke 2, 4.

Who was the Roman emperor at this time ¥
Luke 2, 1,

What did he say should be done ¥

Why 2 He wanted to know how many were in his
empire,

Where must each Jew be envolled ¥ In the
place to which his tribe belonged.

Where did Joseph and Mary go?

Why ¢ Luke 2. 4,

Why was Jesus born in a stable ¥

Who soon heard the good news ¢

Who told the story to the shepherds ¢

Why was this honor shown them ¥ T'hey longed
Jon his coming.

What was the angels’ song ¢

THE LESSON OUTLIN

[Jan. 7.

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
(For the entire school.)

1. Where was Jesus Christ born ¢ At Bethle-
hem of Judea,

2. Who received the first news of his birth ?
Shepherds near Bethlehem,

3. By whom was the news brought? By an angel,

4. Repeat the chorus of the heavenly host ?
“lory to God in the Dighest, and  on earth peace,
yood will toward men,”

5. Where did the shepherds find their infant
Lord ?  Lying in a manger.

6. What is the GoLDEN TEXT? “ Thou shalt
call,” ete,

NEW CHURCH CATECHISM,

16. How doth God regard sin? Sin is the abomin-
able thing which God doth hate, and the wrath of
God is revealed from heaven against all ungodli-
ness and unrighteousness of men,

BY J. L. HURLBUT, D.D,

The Saviour in the Manger.

I. KiNeLry,
Q' the howse, ... .of David, v. 4.
Unto David a....branch. Jer, 23, 5.
Offspring of David. Rev. 22, 16,
11. Humas,
Brought forth....son, v. 7.
The Word was made flesh, John 1. 14,
Made of a woman, Gal. 4, 4,
1II. LowLy,
Laid himin @ manger. v, 7.
He became poor. 2 Cor. 8, 9,
As he that serveth, Luke 22, 27.
1V. ANGEL-ATTENDED,
Angel.....came wpon them, v, 9,

Let all the angels worship. Heb, 1, 6,
Angels. . ..subject unto him. 1 Pet, 8.23.
V. Joy-Br NG,
Tidings of great joy. v. 10,
We joy in God. Rom, 5. 11.
Believing ye rejoice, 1 Pet, 1, 8.

VI. WorLD-WwIDE,

To all people, v, 10,
Teach all nations. Matt, 28, 19,
Ye are all one. Gal, 3, 28,

VII. PEACE-BRINGING,

On earth peace, v, 14,
He is our peace. Eph, 2. 14,
Peace to him....far, Isa. 57, 19,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES,

This lesson dates four years before the beginning of our era.

Dionysius Exiguus, in a later age

of ignorance, used the best available scholarship in search of the date of our Lord’s birth, and the

Church, following his findings without question, made an error of four years,

Whether or not our

Lord was born on December 25 we do not know ; there is hardly as much reason to believe it as
there is cause to doubt it ; but there is general agreement among scholars that he was born at the
very end of B.C. 5 or in the early part of B.C.4. Much has been made of the fact that this world.of
wars was generally at peace when the 8on of God was born. The story of our lesson is one of unex-

ampled beauty, The decree from Cemsar Augustus calling for a new

1sus brought Joseph, the car-

penter, from Nazareth, in Galilee, to Bethlehem, in Judea, * because he was of the house and lineage
of David.”  Mary, Joseph's espoused wife, came with him, and their reception was rude, “ because
there was no room for them in the inn.” In the meantime, in the open night, the low-caste shep-
herds were reclining in the grazing meadows, with the sheep destined for the temple service around

them.

To them came the most wonderful revelation ever made to men,

Verse 1. Cwsar Augustus,

perpetuated in the modern imperial titles  czar

The emperor of and * kaiser,”
Rome. Angustus was his name, Casar, his title,is of the great Julius Cesar,
be tared,

It was adopted from the name
1l the world should
All the inhabited places (meaning, of
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course, all places subject to Rome) should be
enrolled.  An enumeration of the world un-
dertaken by Julius Caesar was completed by Aun-
gustus, who was Incessantly active in making
enrollments, conscriptions, and taxations,

2. Cyrenins. Identified with Publius Sulpicius
Quirinus, who is generally accounted to have
been governor of Syria twice, for four years orso
before B. C. 1, and again from A, D. 6 for several
years,

8. 7 be taxed [enrolled), cveryone into his ouwn
city. 'This was according to native custom, for
Hebrews were always enrolled first by tribes,
then by clans, and then by honscholds. Rome
had quite other methods: hut it was Roman
policy to favor the custom of subject nations,

4. Joseph.  Almost all that we know about the
foster-father of Jesus is that he was a carpenter
of Nazareth, of the house and lincage of David,
City of Nazaveth . . , city of David, These two
towns were eighty miles apurt, .Ins«-ph‘.\u-urm-y
was toilsome, but he lived under a despotism,
and had no choice ; and he may have had his full
share of pride in going buck to the birthplace of
his royal ancestor, Besides, it is likely that
this journey for enrollment was combined with
one of the festal journeys which every year male
Hebrews were bound by their religion to make to
Jerusalem,

5. We must assume Mary, as well as Joseph,
to have been directly descended from King Davia,
Espoused wife. Betrothal in that day was as bind-
ing as marriage is now,

7. Her frstborn son, From this plrase and an-
other, “the orethren of the Lord,” it has been
Inferred that Mary had other childpen, born later;
but neither term, according to the common Speech
of the East, proves this, The * brethren ' may
have been cousins, Woapped him in swaddling
clothes.  Rolled him up in long pieces of cloth
which bound the legs togetherand the arms close
to the body. This barbarous custom prevailed
in Europe until 1:ss than two centuries ago,
Manger . . . inn. The inn was probably a cary-
vansary or ‘“‘khan,” an inclosure of four walls
with a shed around the inside, into which inclo-
sure each traveler brought his own bed and pro-
visions, Into the open square in the middle
horses and cattle were driven, Mangers or feed-
ing troughs in Palestine are usually of stone,
Many sermons have been written and sacred
8ongs sung concerning the melancholy fact that
not only in Bethlehem nineteen hundred years
ago, but in countless hearts now, there is no
room for Jesus,

8. Country here means vicinity or neighbor-
hood; the reference is to the pasture fields
around Bethlehem. Skepherds, The high honor
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of receiving the first news of the Saviour’s birth
is given not to philosophers or nobles, but to
plain w rkingmen while plying their vocation,
Distincuions of rank and riches are as nothing
in the eyes of God, Abiding in the field, In the
Orient shepherds sometimes remain with theip
flocks all night, usually in temporary huts op
booths.  Keeping wateh, Watching by gec-
tions,” to guard their flocks from robbers and
wild beasts, and keep them from straying,

0. The wngel of the Lovd,  The life of Christ on
earth began with angelic announcements of his
coming, was attended with angelie comforters in
his temptation and his my, and ended with
angelic messengers of his rising and ascension,
** Burst upon them,” g sudden
*“The light
Apparently a supernatural illumina-
tion, such as hal accompanied earlier messages
from God.  The Hebrew prophets taught that
God makes light his garment, and dwells in
light which no man can approach.  Sore afraid,
“Feared a great fear,” 8o had trembled Manoah
and Zacharias and Mary at the angel's coming.
iven the purest hearts become conscious of
unfitness when God's messengers are before
them,

10. Fear uot.

Came wpon then,
appearance.  The glovy of the Lovd,
of God ™

Itisstrange how constantly God
and his messengers have to quiet foolish human
fears. “ Fear not, Abram,” he said, in misty an-
tiquity ; *“ I am thy shicld and thy exceeding great
reward.”  “ Fear not, Hagar; God hath heard,”
“Fear not, Gideon 3 thou shalt not die ; peace he
unto thee.” “Fear not, 2 Acharias, for thy prayer
isheard.” “Feur not, Mary, for thou hast found
favor with God,” «§ arnot, trembling women ;
Jesus, which was crueified, is not here; he is
risen, as he said." “ Feap not, Paul; God hath
given thee all that sail with thee.”  Good tidings.
News of pardon to sinners, salvation to men, the
coming of Isracl’s King, the bruising of Satan’s
head, the universal establishment of Messiah’s
rule—surely these are good tidings. Zoall people,
In the original, * t4e people ;" referring origi-
nally to Isracl, yet through Israel, as we now
know, to the rest of the world,

11, Uuto you, Heis a Saviour to us as surely
a8 to the shepherds, 7 city of David, A name
given to Bethlehem as the birthplace of King
Dayid ; in the prophecy of Micah it is announced
as the birthplace of the Messiah, A Saviour. The
Greeks called their favorite gods ““Saviour,” and
kings assumed the word as a title. Bus the world

had begun to long for a religious deliverer such
as throne rooms and pantheons could never fur-
nish.  And the angels say, ‘‘Here he is; his
name shall be called Jesus, for he shall save his
people from their sins,”
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12, Asign wnto you, Not a sign to strengthen
their faith, for none was needd, but a token to dis-
tinguish the babe. Fiud the vabe. Rather, * find a
babe.”  They were 10 behold in a helpless, new-
born infant the world’s Saviour and God’s Son,
See in all this the humanity, the humility, and
the sympathy of onr Saviour with us in every
stage of our being. Swaddling clothes.  Bands
wrapped closely around the body. Lying in a
manger, The mangers from which cattle feed in
the East are generally made of small stones
and mortar in the shape of an open box, and
it i8 not unusual for little children to sleep in
them,

18, 14. A mul leqf the hearenly host, That is,
a throng of angels and heavenly beings, of whom
there may be many orders (see Col. 1, 16), **An
angel choir in the gallery of the firmament,”—
Whedon,  Saying. Singing. Probabiy singing in
fugue; that is, responsively, a method familiar to
Hebrew music.  Glory to God iu the highest.  This
may mean cither: (1) The highest measure of
glor (2) From the highest order of creation
(angels) 1 (3) To God, the highest over all; (4) In
the highest heaven as contrasted with the peace
on earth, These angel choristers
saw the ultimate result of the Gospel in bringing
peace to men: (1) Peace between God and man
through the atonement : (2) Peace between man
and man through a common love to Christ; (3)
Peace among nations through the influence of

On earth peace,

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NO'T

THE FOURFOLD HISTORY,

The study of the life of Christ upon which we
now enter is to include the accounts given in the
four gospels,
given not simply to the immediate text of the les-
sons, but to parallel accounts, if any, in the other
gospels, and to the connecting links, so that we
may obtain a comprehensive and orderly survey
of the complete earthly life of our Lord. Teachers
and scholars should recognize at the beginning
this broad desion L the arrangement of the series
of lessons now before us.  Failure to make this
comparative study of the four gospels will defeat
the main purpose of the plan on which the les-
sons are arranged.

Attention, consequently, must be

EVENTS PRECEDING THE BIRTH,
Mark and John give no account of the birth of
Christ or of any incidents conneected with it.
Mark begins abruptly with the ministry of John
the Baptist, and John, after his prelude, in which
he speaks of Christ existing prior to the incarna-
tion as the eternal Word, begins also, his history

[Jan. 7.

the Gospel.  Not without significance is the fact
that Christ was born at the only time, for cen-
turies, when there was peace throughout the
world.  Good will toward men. Either meaning
that the birth of Christ is a token of God’s love
toward men, or, as some translate, “good will
among men,"”

15. The angels were gone. The vision fades,
aving the shepherds with their flocks, Hours
of rapt glory are only occasional, and they leave
us with the rugged realities of life. Lot us now
go. The latter clause of the verse shows that
this is not the utterance of a doubt, desirous of
testing the truth of a message, but of ardent
faith, eager to sce that in which it already be-
lieves, 8o it is our privilege not only to hear
about Jesus, but to go to him and see him.
Lethlchem,  Now known as * Beitlahm,” a vil-
lage of three thousand inhabitants, mostly Greek
Christians. A cave traditionally supposed to
be the place of Christ’s birth is shown near the
wall,

16. They came with haste,  Showing their faith
by the eager of their works, and willing to
leave their flocks to look upon their Saviour. No
earthly object is too dear to be forsaken for
Christ,  Joseph. The husband of Mary and the
reputed father of Jesus.  As his name is not men-
tioned after Christ ix twelve years old, he is pre-
sumed to have died before the public ministry of
our Lord began.

S,

proper with the work and testimony of the Bap-
tist.  But Matthew and Luke give many circum-
stances preceding and associated with the birth
of Jesus and with his infancy. The prenatal his-
tory given by these two evangelists may be put
in the following outline ;

1. The genealogies of Jesus.
Luke 8. 23-38,)

2. The anuunciation to Zacharias by the angel
Gabriel that his wife Elisabeth should bear a
son, whose name should be John, (Luke 1. 5-22.)

3. Elisabeth’s  conception and  retirement.
(Luke 1, 23-25,)

4. The annunciation to Mary (at Nazareth,
March to April, B. €.5) by Gabriel that she
should become the mother of Jesus, (Luke 1.
25-38.)

5. Mary visits Elisabeth (going from Nazareth
to near Hebron, south of Jerusalem). (Luke 1.
#-56.)  Note Elisabeth’s * Salutation,” and
Mary's “ Magnificat.”

6. The annunciation of the birth of Jesus to
Joseph by an angel in a dream, (Matt, 1. 18-25.)

(Matt, 1. 1-17;
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7. The birth of John the Baptist (June. B, C,
5). (Luke 1. 57-80.)

8. Joseph and Mary go to Bethlehem, in obedi-
ence to Ciesar's decree, to be enrolled (December,
B.C.4). (Luke2, 1-5,)

BLENDING OF THE NATURAL AND THE SUPER-
NATURAL,

The story of the events leading up to and con-
nected with the birth of Jesus is a remarkable
and beautiful blending of the natural and the
supernatural. The supernatural comes into the
natural order without shock or discord, and so
harmonious are they that we can scarcely define
the lines of their union, The historical situation
seemed perfectly natural—only human agencies
appear in the general movement of events ; hut
we know now that that time was the focal point
of manifold prophecies, and that a divine hand
had been in all the world-movements that cpe-
ated the political and social situation at the time
of the nativity, A simple virgin betrothed to a
carpenter gave no suggestion of anything above
the ways of common life ; but to that virgin the
links of lineage for a tho sand years had been
made to lead by a divine determination that
could not be thwarted, By some circumstance
that doubtless seemed most natural this virgin
had come from the home of her fathers in Judea
to live in the obscure northern village of Naza-
reth; but the hand of God was in her coming,
for it had been spoken by the prophets that He
“shall be called a Naz " And when the
angel Gabriel appears to this **Mother-desig-
nate,” and makes such amazing announcement
as had never been made to human ears before,
80 ready was her soul for this high revelation
that she received it without exclamation, but
only with bowed head, saying, “Be it unto me
according unto thy word: and the Holy Ghost
came upon her and the power of the Highest
overshadowed her (Luke 1. 85) so gently and
perhaps so unconsciously that she may not have
known when the great mystery was wrought in
her.

A decree of Cwsar issued
picion that it had any connection with the pur-
poses of God, called at a precise date for an en-
rollment or census of the population of Pales-
tine, and Jewish custom and prejudice required
that it should be by families at the seats of their
ancestral homes ; and so Joseph and Mary came
to Bethlehem in time for the birth of the Child,
themselves perhaps never thinking that a prophet
had said that out of Bethlehem the great Ruler
should come (Micah 5. 2. And that night in

without any sus-

Bethlehem—a mother piassing through a mother’s
Gicthsemane there in the manger of an inn, a
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child born as all children are born; and on the
hills not far away shepherds keeping watch with
their flocks, How hatural it all seems, how utterly
and purely human ! But to that night all the cen-
turies had been slowly leading up, and suddenly
‘“the heavens grew ruaddy with the deepening
feet of angels,” and to wondering ears the an-
nouncement was made that while the world slept
the supreme miracle of history had been wrought,
And is not all this blending of the natural and
the Supernatural in this sacred story simply sug-
gestive of what all human life is or ought to be »

Y GOD MANIFEST 1y THE FLEsH,"

The great fact in this Bethlehem story before
which we must pause, and into the significance
of which we must inquire, is that it tells us how
through a natural human birth God became
st in the flesh. No one can frankly read
these accounts by Matthew and Luke without
admitting that this s what they intend to tel] us,
John, in the preface to his gospel, states the stu-
pendous fact by saying, “In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God ., , . and the Word became flesh,
and dwelt among us.” That is what the Annun-
ciations, and the Benedictus, and the Magnificat,
and the Angel's Song, and Simeon’s Nune Dimit-
tis, and the Magi's worship mean, The Serip-
tures explain nothing, but they state everything,
This child, born at Bethlehem, was to be “ealled
the Son of the Highest,” His eradle is not sur-
rounded with the reflex glory because of what
he afterward did, but what he did afterward
finds its explanation in what he was there in the

manger. e was at once the Son of Man and the
Son of God, The reason for his birth is clearly
stated. Tlis mission was redemption. “Thon

shalt call his name Jesus; for he shall save his
people from their sins,” We may ask a thou-
sand unanswerable questions in the presence of
this manger-cradle ; but we shall never get be-
yond the philosophy of the event expressed in
John 3. 16, and in Galatians 4. 4. Let the great
fact and its great meani be set clearly before
our minds in this first lesson in the study of ¢ the
Life that was the Light of men,”

Thoughts for Young People,
Side Lights on the Lesson Story,

L. God's vevelationy come to men when they are
peforming their voutive duties, 1t is to the priest
attending to his regular task, to the shepherds
caring for their flocks in the usual manner, to
the business man performing his everyday duty,
to the mother busy with her humdrum household
responsibilities, that God's messenger comes




16 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

There is an ancient legend of one of the saints
who vainly sought for God in self-torture and
acts of devotion, and at last received a revelation
from on high while engaged in weaving the cloth
for his garment.

2. The birth of Christ foretokened his after-treat-
ment, ** He lay in the manger,” writes Dr. Bush-
nell, * because there was no room for him in the
inn. Crowded out of the highest place, which is
his by royal right,he has ever since been compelled
to take whatever is left for him by human selfish-
ness, The great world is very much like that
inn at Bethlchem ; preoccupied, crowded full in
every part, so that, as the mother of Jesus looked
up wistfully to the guest chambers that cold
night, drawing her Holy Thing to her bosom, in
like magner Jesus himself stands at the door of
these multitudes, knocking vainly, till his head is
filled with dew and his locks are wet with the
drops of the night.”

8. Guilty man is surprised when God comes in any

way but as an avenger, and God's messengers sel-
dom speak without having to say as a prefs
“Fear not !

4. Wrapped in swaddling clothes,  Not unme
ing is this fact, It is as if the angel had
“ You shall know the babe because he is like any
other.” When the IHindus imagine the coming
of a god toearth—an avatar, as they call it—they
surround him with marvelous circumstances ;
but when the real Son of God comes he appears
like any other helpless human infant, and he
really is what he appears to be,

B. Lying in @ manger. The Christ might have
come helpless like the rest of humanity, but on a
higher range of society. He never could have
been effective as a Saviour if he had not been on
a level with the lowest. When men seck to raise
& building they put their machinery to work on
the foundation, and not on the spire. When
God seeks to elevate a race he touches the bottom
layer,

8

By Way of Illustration.
BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM,

The bivth of Christ, Christ has been called the
decimal point of history. He cut the chronology
of the world in twain, When you read your classic
writers you notice that such and such a thing
took place before Rome was founded. Every-
thing now is taking place either before or after
Christ.  The birth of Christ is the Greenwich
from which all the longitudes of time are reck-
oned ; and when Mr. Gibbon wrote his history
of the decline and fall of the Roman empire he
had to date every chapter “ A, D.,” He did not
believe in the Lord, but he always had to write
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“in the year of our Lord.” And the most con-
firmed skeptic could not even write a check on
the bank, or invite his friend to take dinner with
him, without putting down the date which ac-
knowledges that in such a year Jesus Christ was
born.— M. D. Hoge,

Verse 1. When the time came for the proph-
cey regarding Christ’s birth to be fulfilled God
put the whole world in motion to bring Mary to
Bethlehem.— Moody's Notes,

Verse 7. Wiapped in  swaddling  clothes,”
How the proud world misses the Christ. They
overlook him, They are searching for him in
cathedrals and in theologies, The Jews sought
for him in their voluminous interpretations and
in their claborate symbolisms, The Greeks seek
for him in philosophical speculations, the Jews
seek for him in extraordinary signs and wonders ;
but the real and simple-minded inquirer is sent
to the lowly manger to find him wrapped about
in swaddiing clothes of our poor humanity,— Bible
Studies,

Jesus wus born in a common house of eter-
tainment, where all might come to him, and he
died with his arms extended to receive all.—
Mowdyy's Notes,

Terse 9. The Gospel message comes first to
alarm men and then to bring peace. By the light
of nature we see God above us, by the light of
the law we see God against us, but by the Gospel
we see him with us in our nature.—Matthew
Henry.

When Christ was born midnight gloom light-
ened into midday brightness, When Christ
died midday darkened into midnight (see Luke
23, 44).— Moody's Notes.

Verse 10, God's covenant of works was for the
Jewish people alone, but the glad tidings are for
all people (Mark 16.15). The first evangelist
an angel.  Contrast the giving of the law
od. 19) with the dawn of the day of grace.

Verse 14, Heaven’s choir came down to sing
when heaven's King came down tosave,—Moody's
Notes

Verses 15-20. Lot us now go.” How many
miss finding the Saviour because they do not at
once act upon the convictions which the Holy
Spirit works in their hearts! ‘At a more con-
venient season I will call for thee’’ has cost
many a man and woman their souls. They did
not stop to consider what might become of their
sheep.  What are sheep in comparison with a
Saviour.  Yet how many tarry and postpone
coming because of their “ sheep,” or their * mer-
chandise,” or their “oxen,” or their * farms,”
or their domestic and social concerns, Happy
shepherds ! They were the first sinners in this
world who came and found the 8aviour ; for they
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were in advance of the Magi, who came after mother and her divine-
Mary and the child Jesus had been removed from like his people that h
the stable to the house, And the shepherds re- baby hand is hallowed by the touch of that which
turned glorifying and praising God,” They left the virgin mother caressed. Every pain or ery
their sheep in the field for a little while to go from the thousands of suffering little childpen
and find the Saviour, but they returned again to  appeals to us more tenderly, and hopefully too,
their work with glad and happy hearts, The when we think of the brother-baby in the manger,
common work of this life can be much better The little feet that have passed through the gate-
done after having found Christ than before, way of death are radiant with light because the
How blessed it is that We can resume what is infant Jesus was once like them, that he might
called our secular work, after conversion, prais- be their Saviour,
ing and glorifying God.—Pentecost, What a day that was when the news flew
Baaman through heaven that the worll's Saviour was
= born. Yet the world did not know it, and did
Heart Talks on the Lesson, not care to know, A multitude of the heavenly
host came to tell the shepherds where to find
If we had never before heard it, this story of him, but the people in the crowded towns elose
the birth of Jesus go simply told in the gospels by never knew the angels were near nor heard a
would fill us with wonder and absorbing inter- note, of their song. The heavenly messengers
est. But it is so familiar there is danger of read- speak only to those who look for them and eare
Ing it carelessly, and losing its sweet and sacred to hear them, Blessed are your ears if they
heart-lessons.  Let ug study prayerfally, eager hear,
to get from s« new spiritual riches, It would
have taken volumes to tell g merely human story The Teachers’ Meeting,
of such a being and such a birth, Its simplicity This is an historie scene, and its best spiritual
is & proof that those who wrote it were divinely lessons can be brought forth incidentally in the
inspired. Only lIfL‘WS('"lPJIN‘(‘N, and the greatest clear presentation of the historje facts. Here
fact in the history of the universe, with its map- are two ‘“lesson schemes,” First Ovrring :
velous attendant clrcumstuuccs, is told, But 1, Bring out the characteristics of “the same cou.-
not its effects upon humanity ; these gather force try ;" the relation of Jerusalem to Bethlehem ;
through all ages, over all lands, in al] Learts, to *“the watchtower of the flock.” 2, Many hu-
endless eternities, How much the birth of Jesus man beings were used by God as tels to bring
means to you and me ! Every interest of our life about Jilting circumstances for the birth of our
is touched by it ; earth is transfigured, heaven is Lord. Get the class to suggest names and per-
opened, in the light of the star of Bethlehem, sons; for example, Cesar Augustus, Quirinus,
His name was called Jesus because he should the unnamed crowd which filled the inn, the
save his people from their sins. Heis brother shepherds, besides other participants in this Jjoy-
and Saviour, e might have come from heaven ful drama unmentioned in this lesson, 3. Ovientwl
to earth, as the angels sometimes came—Gabriel, customs, Shepherds watching the flocks by night.
for instance, when he appeared to Zacharias and The caravansary, The custom of ‘swaddling »
to Mary, a man in full strength.  But then he children, Probably the English translators
would not have been one of us, he would never never dreamed that a time would come when
have felt that we were really ““his people.” 8¢ that phrase would need explanation, 4, Recall
he came as a little child, just as we came into the a few anyelic appearances, from both Testaments ;
world. He needed a mother’s care ; he grew in then get the class to mention some characteristics
mind and body as we Brow § ““in all things it be- of such appearances, Many of our conventional
hooved him to be made like unto his brethren, ideas are unbiblical, 5, The meaning of the an-
that he might be a merciful and faithful high  gelic chorus (verse 14), 6, Contrast the shepherds’
priestin things pertaining to God.” If we could conduct with Mary’s

s, and bring out the advan-
only understand that the things pertaining to tages and disadvantages of both courses, ,

God which chiefly concern us include babyhood, SEcoxp OUTLINE: 1. The time. The Augnstan
mother’s care and training, the look of her eyes, age ; universal peace ; extent of Roman empire ;
the tones of her voice, hep touch, her unconscious Greek language ; Roman roads ; general intelli-
in(lm-nm*, because all these affect the charac- gence, 2, 7'/wjvuu‘ur‘r/. From Nazareth to Beth-
ter, we would see how much the manger cradle of lehem ; why taken ; why through Perea ; traits
Jesus means for us, .\luthcrhoml, fatherhood, of Mary. 3. The manger,  Orientalism ; the
childhood, are reverent and holy thoughts while Bethlehem inn & parable of the heart of the
we sit in that lowly cave with the pure-hearted world, which crowds Christ into the lower places,

human child, who was born
€ might save them, Every

BY MRS, J, 1, KNOWLES,
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if not quite outside. 4. 7%e news. The King has
come; who shall receive the earliest tidings of
. his coming? Not ——, nor, —, nor——; but
.!Iilﬂpl(‘»h('ﬂﬂl'll workingmen. 5. The Babe, ** God
manifest in the flesh.”

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

In the field with their flocks,

Joy to the world !

While shepherds watched their flocks,
Hark ! the herald-angels sing.

0 little town of Bethlehem !

The first Nowell.

Hark ! what mean those holy voices,
Silent night ! U
Once in Bethlehem of Judah.

Once when the world lay aweary.

Library References.
BY REV. 8, G, AYRES, B.D,

Tue INcARNATION, —The best treatment of the
doetrine is found in Canon Gore's Bampton
Lectures on the Incarnation, For a history of the
doctrine the two volumes by Ottley—7%e Doctrine
of the Incarnation—furnish much material.  Fora
study of this doctrine as it appears in other
religions Hardwick's Christ and Other Masters is
helpful. A great study of the kenosis is that of
the late Professor A. B. Bruce on The Humiliation
aof Christ.

Tug Taxine.—Ewald, History of Israel (index).
Geikie, New Testament Hours, vol. i, pages 60, 61,
Burrell, Spirit of the Age, page 123, Smith, Bible
Dictionary, article ** Census.”

BeruLEHEM.—Andrews, Life of Our Lord, pages
T1-83.  Kettel, History of the Hebrews (index).
Ewald, History of Israel (index). Geikie, New
Testament Howrs, vol, i, pages 1-7. Edersheim,
Life and Times of Jesus, vol. i (index). Sayce,

* Dutriavchal Palostine (index).

Suepnerp LiFe 1IN Jupea.—Lange, Life of

Chrst, vol, i, page 385 ; vol, iii, page 86, Geikie,
New Testament Howrs, vol. i, page 320, Willett,
Lufe and Tunes of Hevod the Great, page 111, Tris-
team, Eastern Customs in Bible Lands, page 109,

THE BONG OF THE A s.—Burton, The Gospel
of Luke, Expositor's Bible, page 67. McClintock,
Luwving Words, page 30, Stark, Lectures and Scr-
mons, page 14. Parker, The Psalmody of the Chureh,

Freeman's HANDBOOK OF BIBLE MANNERS AND
Customs: Ver. 7, Swaddling clothes; Manger ;
lan, 751
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SERMONS ON THE LESSON,

Verses 1-14.—Reinhard, Francis V., “The In-
carnation of Christ,” Fish's, History and Reposi-
tory of Pulpit Floguence, vol. i, page 515. Stein,
Harold, ** Christmas Joy," The Homiletic Review,
December, 1804, page 530,

Verse 7.--Burroughs, E. B., “No Room for
Jesus,” The Preachers’ Magazine, 1895, page 68,

Verses 8-11.--Marquis, Rollin R., ““I[s Jesus
the Christ?" The Homiletic Review, December,
1804, page 524, Harless, C. A., “Joy in Christ
for All Nations,” Fish's Pulpit Eloquence of the
Nineteenth Century, page 54,

Verse 9.—Gregg, David, * The New Testament
Christ, the Old Testament Shekinah,” The Treas-
ury, vol, v, page 416,

Verse 10,—Barrow, Isaac, * The Nativity of
Our Lord Tidings of Great Joy,” Works, vol. ii,
page 115, Logan, John, *“The Gospel a 8ystem of
Spiritual Joy,” Sermoens and Expository Lectures,
page 70,

Verse 12.—Carpenter, W. Boyd, “The Christ
as a Sign,” The Homiletic Review, March, 1896,
page 237,

Verse 14.-—Chalmers, Thomas, The Universality
of the Gospel Offer, vol. i, page 234. Fletcher, John,
Works, vol, vii, page 404, Wakinshaw, William,
“The Chimes of Christmas,” The Preachers’ Maga-
zine, 1897, page 541,

Verse 15.—Wadsworth, Charles, **The Signifi-
cance of Christmas,” The Homiletic Monthly,
March, 1882, page 335,

Blackhoard.
BY THOMAS G,
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“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth

peace, good will to men.” Thus sang the multi-
tude of the heavenly host when long ago they

proclaimed the birth of Jesus, he who was to

save his people from their sins. As we study his
life again we shall see how he glorified God by
unveiling his nature to men, and by the finished
work of human redempfion (John 17, 4,7). We,
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too, may glorify God by manifesting the spirit another, we shall ful

remember and spread on earth
obey his new commandment, that we love one will,

and mind of Christ ; and if we
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fill the angels’ message, and
the spirit of peage and good

—— § A § Ge—

LESSON II. THE CHILD JESUS VISITS JERUSALEM.

GOLDEN TEXT, And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature,
Luke 2, 52,

man.
AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[Read Matt., 2; Luke 2. 21-88,)
Luke 2. 41-52. [ Commit to memory verws 49-52,

41 Now his parents went to Je-ru'sa-lem every
year at the feast of the passover,

42 And when he was twelve years old, they
went up to Je-ru'sa-lem after the custom of the
feast,

43 And when they had fulfilled the days, as
they returned, the child Je'sus tarried behind in
Je-ru'sa-lem ; and Jo’seph and his mother knew
not of'it.

44 But they, supposing him to have been in the
company, went a day’s journey ; and they sought
him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance,

45 And when they found him not, they turned
back again to Je-ru'sa-lem, seeking him,

46 And it came to pass, that after three days
they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst
of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking
them questions,

47 And all that heard him were astonished at
his understanding and answers,

48 And when they saw him, they were amazed:
and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast
thou thus dealt with us ¢ behold, thy father and I
have sought thee sorrowing,

49 And he said unto them, How
sought me? wist ye not that I must
Father's business®

50 And they understood not the
he spake unto them.

51 And he went down with them, and came to
Naz'a-reth, and was subject unto them : but his
mother kept all these sayings in her heart,

52 And Je'sus increased in wisdom and stature,
and in favor with God and man.

is it that yo
be about my

saying which
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and in favor with God and

REVISED VERsioN,
41 And his parents went every year to
42 sa-lem at the feast of the passover. And
when he was twelve years old, they went up
43 after the custom of the feast : and when they
had fulfilled the days, as they were return-
ing, the boy Je'sus tarried behind in Je-ru'sa-
44 lem; and his parents knew it not; but sup-
posing him to be in the company, they went
a day's journey; and they sought for him
45 among their kinsfolk and acquaintance : and
when they found him not, they returned to
46 Je-ru'sa-lem, seeking for him. And it came
to pass, after three days they found him in the
temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors,
both hearing them, and asking them questions:
47 and all that heard him were amazed at his
48 understanding and his answers, And when
they saw him, they were astonished : and his
mother said unto him, Son, why hast thon
thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I
49 sought thee sorrowing. And he said unto
them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye
not that I must be in my Father’s house ¢
50 And they understood not the saying which
51 he spake unto them, And he went down
with them, and came to Naz'a-reth; and he
wag subject unto them : and his mother kept
all these sayings in her heart,
And Je'sus advanced in wisdom and stat-
ure, and in favor with God and men,

Je-ru'-

52

Time.—Probably the

spring of A, D. 9,
Places.—1. Nazareth,

2. In'and near Jerusalem,

Home Readings.

M. The Child Jesus Visits Jerusalem. Luke
2. 40-52,

Tu. The passover feast. Deut, 16, 1-8,

W. The Father's business, John 51724,
. The Jews astonished, John 7, 1-15,

Value of wisdom. Prov, 4, 1-13.
8. The wise child. Prov, 23, 15-25,
Growing in grace. 2 Pet, 8, 11-18,

Lesson Hymns,

No. 287, New Canadian Hymnal.

Safely through another week,
Goghu brought us on our way ;

Let us now a blessing seek,
courts to-day.

Waiting in his

No. 281, New Canadian Hymnal.

Jesus, blessed Jesus,
I would follow thee ;
Meek, and pure, and holy
Thy disciple be,
No. 279, New Canadian Hymnal.

God has said, “ For ever blessed
Those who seek me in their youth ;
They shall find the path of wisdom,
nd the narrow way of truth,”

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS,
1. Lostin the City, v, 41-45,

What indications are here given that from in-
fancy Jesus's extraordinary nature asserted it-
self ?

Were women compelled by the law to accom-
pany the * en on these festal occasions ?




‘What stage in the training of a Jewish boy was
reached at tyelve years of age ?

What method of travel made such oversight as
this easily practicable without any carelessness
on the part of the parents ?

How were the caravans probably organized ¢

About how far was ““ a day’s journey 2"

Explain the Jewish method of reckoning days.
2. Found in the Temple, v. 46-52,

About how many hours may have been reck-
oned in these * three days? "

Who were the doctors ?

What topics were usually discussed by these
men ?

Was Jesus here in the attitude of a teacher or
of a pupil ¥

What sort of ability did he display ?

Were Mary’s words intended as a reproof ?

To whom did Jesus allude as “my Father?”

What reason did he give for his lingering ?

Did the boy Jesus assert his superiority to his
parents ?

How did his mother regard these astonishing
circumstances ?

What is meant by the fourfold growth here
mentioned ?

(@) What does growth in wisdom imply ¢

(b) Did Jesus differ in exterior conditions from
his youthful companions ?

(¢) What was the reason for his increase in
favor with men ?

(d) How could he increase in favor with God ?

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. The Godhead, as well as manhood, grew in
Jesus Christ. His youth was formative, as our
young days are. We unever can solve the mys-
ter, of the incarnation, nor thoroughly under-
stand the nature of the God-man ; but it wili not
do to forget that Jesus’s life, as well as ours, was
probationary—that his temptations were real,
and that his youth was a growth in the eyes ¢
both God und man.

2. Our heavenly Father's business should com-
mand our earliest and most active energies, If
we seek his cause first, all good things will be
added.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS,

1. Lost in the City, v, 41-45,

What journey did Jesus's parents make every
year ?

For what purpose did they go ?

At what age did Jesus go up with them ?

What did the passover commemorate ? Exod.
12, 11-14,

Until what time did Joseph remain in Jerusa-
lem ¢
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How many days did the feast last? Deut.
16, 8,

How did the boy become separated from his
parents ?

How far did they go before they missed him ?

Where first did they seek him ?

Where did they next go in search ?
2. Found in the Temple, v. 46-52,

When and where did they find him ?

How was he engaged ?

‘What did the doctors think of his words ?

What answer did Jesus make ?

How was this answer regarded by Joseph and
Mary ?

What was Jesus's chief joy? John 4, 34,

Where was the home of this family ?

What is said of the boy’s obedience ?

Where did the mother hide Jesus’s sayings ?

In what did Jesus constantly grow? GoLpEN
TexT.

What prophecy was thus fulfilled? Isa. 11,2,

Practical Teachings.

Where in this lesson are we taught —
1. The duty of religious worship?
2, The duty of seeking knowledge ?
3. The duty of filial obedience ¢

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

What do we know of the childhood of Jesus?
Luke 2, 40,

Where did he go when he was twelve years
old?

What was a Jewish boy called at this age®
i son of the law,”

What did this mean? 7hat he was old enouyh
to think for himself, and to attend the religious
_y;n,\la

What was the sign of his sonship ?

What are these little boxes called ¢
tervies,

What did the people do during the feast ?
They went daily to the temple,

Do you think Jesus loved to be there ®

What could he see theve? The priests, the al-
tars, the sacvifices, the great ewrtains that hid the
Holy Place, and the old rabbis,

What happened after the company started for
home ?

How long did Mary and Joseph search for
Jesus ¥

Why did he say he stayed behind #

Where did he get such wisdom and knowl-
edge ¥

What is there to help you in the story of the
boy Jesus ?
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THE LESSON CATECHISM,
(For the entire school.)

1. How did Jesus grow in boyhood ¢
in spirit, wisdom, and grace,

2. When he was twelve Years old where did
his parents take him? 7b the passover feast in
Jerusalem,

3. After they had lost him, where did they find
him?  In the temple, in the midst of the doctors,
studying the Serviptures,

4. What did Mary say» ¢ Thy father and I have
sought thee sorrowing,”

Strong
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5. How did Jesus reply *  “ Wist ye not that I
must be about my Futher's business? "

6. How did Jesus &row in young manhood ?
GOLDEN TEXT; “ And Jesus,” ete,

NEW CHURCH CATECHISM,

17. Into what estate did our first parents fall by
their sin ¢

Our first parents by their sin incurred the Divine
displeasure, lost the image of God, and exposed
themselves to sin and misery forever,

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
The Boy Jesus,

I. His HumaN NATURE,

Grew and wazed strong, v, 40,
Partakers of flesh and blood. Heb 2, 14,
Likeness of men, Phil, 2. 7.

IL. His RELIGIOUS CHARACTER,

Grace of God....upon him. v, 40,
Grace....into thy lips, Psa, 45, 2,
Spirit....rest upon him. Isa, 11, 2, 8.

III. His Love ¥or Gop's House,
Found... in the temple, vs, 4148,
One thing have I desired. Psa. 27, 4,
Wait upon the Lord. Isa. 40, 31,
IV. 1118 INTELLIGENCE,
Astonished at . ., . understanding. v, 47,

Wondered....gracious words, Luke 4, 22,
Never man spake, John 7, 46,

V. His EARNEST Purposk,

My Father's business, v, 49,
Delight to do thy will. Psa, 40, 8,
Work....while it is day. John 9, 4,

VL His FiLiAL OBEDIENCE,

Subject unto them, v, 51,
Obey your parents, Eph. 6. 1,
Hearken unto thy father. Prov, 23, 22,

VIL His PorvLariry,

In favor with. . . .man,
Shalt thou find favor,
Approved of men,

v. 62,
Prov, 8, 8, 4.
Rom, 14, 18,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

From the events of our Lord’s birth we now pass over an interval of twelve years to the single

incident recorded of his boyhood. During those

come to an end, his dominions were divided amo

a Roman governor, Roman soldiers, and Roman
pas, however, still ruled Galilee and Perea.

years the wicked reign of Herod the Great having
ng four sons; and when Jesus was ten years old
coinage were established in Judea,
Jesus had been protected from the jealousy of King

Herod Anti-

Herod by a flight into Egypt, and from thence had been taken to his mother’s home among the hills

of Nazareth, where, in communion with God and nature, he spent the

years of youth, growing up

to his great work, At the age of twelve years. as we learn from our lesson to-day, Jesus accom-
panied his mother and Joseph in their annual visit to the temple at Jerusalem. When they departed

he remained within the cloistered courts of his Father’s house.

After three days of anxious search

he was found in the temple, listening to learned students of the Scriptures, and charming them with

his deep spiritual perceptions.

From the temple he went forth in meek obedience to the quiet of the

Galilean home, there to wait until his Father Wwho is in heaven should summon him forth. The entire

incident is beautifully typical, for “The child is father of the man.”

In childhood, with a “play”

fort and snowballs, Napoleon manifested his military spirit as really as ever he did in maturity ;
Wellington was as conservative and sensitive of honor when a boy as when commander-in-chief ;
Mozart was as musical, Nelson Wwas as brave, Davy was as inventive, in boyhood as they were in adult
years. Each was as we might expect him to have been from a study of his later career. To-day we

turn to the childhood of Jesus,

il

ties which later drew to him twelve di

What may we expect him to show?

He shows precisely the quali-

dt

of the Pharisees, comforted

e
all who sought the kingdom of God, and resulted in the temporal defeat and the eternal triumph of
Calvary.
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Verse 41, His parents, Mary and Joseph are
both termed ‘‘his parents,” because they ap-
peared as such to the community. Went to Jeru-
salem. According to the best authorities the
poverty of the common people of Palestine in
Jesus'’s time was very great; but their religion
called them, at stated times and at considerable
expense, to go to Jerusalem, and they went.
Christianity makes no such detailed demands on
our time or money, because it claims our hearts,
Every year. Every male Israelite was bound to
make this pilgrimage, and many pious people
believed that women should go also. Only “the
sick, the aged, boys under twelve, the blind, the
deaf, and lunatics ” were permitted to remain at
home. The attendance of Mary is an evidence
of her deep religious interest. Frast of the pass-
over. This was the greatest of all the Jewish
feasts, It was held in the spring, about the time
known as Easter, and lasted seven days. It was
called also the * feast of unleavened bread," as
that was the only kind of bread eaten during its
progress. It commemorated the departure of
Israel from Egypt, when the angel of death
‘‘passed over” the houses sprinkled with the
lamb’s blood. During its celebration Jerusalem
was crowded with at least four or five times its
ordinary population,

42. Twelve years old. The age at which the
young Jew was first considered subject to the
law, and under obligation to observe the customs
of the Church, As the Christian usages are casier
and simpler, we should begin their practice earlier,
The most exacting Jewish customs he scrupu-
lously fulfilled. It *became him to fulfill all
righteousness.” Christians, like their Master,
should be careful to fulfill all proper religious
customs.  They went up to Jerusalem. And this
time took with them their boy. Bo far as we
know Jesus had never been out of his little
village home since his return from Egypt. The
word “up” may have been used because Jeru-
salem is almost the most elevated city in Pales-
tine, being two thousand seven hundred feet
above the sea level,

43. Fulfilled the days, The thoughtful boy, into
whose mind the consciousness of his origin and
mission was beginning to dawn, would see deep
meanings and foreshadowings in the slain lamb,
the offered sacrifice, the sprinkled blood, and the
solemn services of those eight days of the feast,
As they returned. *God’s services may not be so
attended that we should neglect our particular

culllngn."—lli«)uq) Hall. After the services of
the temple come those of Mary’s household and
Joseph’s carpenter shop.  Tarried behind., This
may not have been by absolute intention of the
young Jesus, nor for want of care on the part of
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his parents; but as an accident in the rush and
press of the immense throng, Becoming sepa-
rated from the company, he remained in the place
of deepest interest to himself ; and they felt less
uneasy on account of his intelligence and
trustworthiness of character. Knew not of it.
In such a crowd it was casy to be lost, In
the caravans of Galilean pilgrims the children
seem to have usually traveled together, and it is
not, strange that Joseph and Mary lost sight of
Jesus for three or four hours,

44. Supposing him to have been in the company,
This is not remarkable, as the company was
probably a caravan traveling together for safety,
What a blessing when parents cannot only sup-
pose, but be sure, that their children are to be
found in good associations only! A day's journey.
The first day’s journey of a caravan was prover-
bially short, not more than six or eight miles,
When fully under way they go about twenty-five
miles a day. El Bireh, six miles north of Jeru-
salem, is said to be the place where Joseph’s
caravan stopped. Kingfolk and acquaintance,
The family of the Saviour had their relationships
among the plain people of Galilee, who had come
as pilgrims to the feast.

45. They turned back, Leaving the caravan at
its halting place, and searching along the path
of travel back to Jerusalem. At this point their
parental alarm begins. Seeking him. Those who
have lost their S8aviour should at once turn back
and seek him,

46. After three days, On the third day. Lange
suggests that one day was spent in"departure,
one in return, and one in search. But they
probably had not set out until late in the after-
noon of the first day, and only three or four
hours would be required to bring them back to
Jerusalem from the first night’s stopping place,
The search was probably long and tedious. In
the temple.  Probably in one of the colonnades or
porches surrounding the Court of the Women,
where many people congregated and where the
rabbis gave their instructions, Those who love
God love his house, and, as children, are found
in his courts,  Sitting in the midst. The religious
teachers, called rabbis, sat on a raised platform,
with their disciples seated around them ; while
the general audience stood or sat outside the
cirele, Jesus was there not as a forward leader
in the discussion, but as an intelligent listener
and inquirer; “an cager-hearted and gifted
learner, whose enthusiasm kindled their admira-
tion, and whose bearing won their esteem and
love."—Farrar, The doetors. Teachers of the
law. Bome of the most distinguished of the
rabbis were living at this time—Hillel, 8imeon,
and Gamaliel. Hearing....and asking. 1In these
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oriental schools there was great liberty of ques-
tioning. Contrary to our customs, the scholars
interrogated  their teacher, and proposed
doubts and difficulties for their instructor to
answer,

47. All that heard, A large company assembled,
for at the passover season the temple was crowded
with strangers. Astonished at his unde ratanding.
They saw that this child had thought on the
Seriptures, and could penetrate below the husks
and shells of the teachers to the kernel of the
truth,

48. They saw him, Mary and Joseph, coming
suddenly upon a crowd in the court of the temple,
were surprised to behold their son in the midst,
an earnest participant in the discussion, while
the witnesses stood wondering at his intelli-
gence. Son. A gentle, loving rebuke, Those
who must reprove should do it very tenderly, Thy
Jather. This was the only possible way in which
Mary could speak to her son of Joseph. Notice
what a singular contrast oceurs in the next
phrase, when he tells her he must be about his
Father's business, Sorrowing, Heranxiety shows
some lack of faith,

49. How is it, These are the first recorded
words from the lips of Jesus, and contain the
characteristic features of all his utterances—an
utter forgetfulness of self, combined with com-
plete consciousness of his nature and thorough
devotion to his work among men,
Father's business,

About my
Or, *“in my Father's house.”
Already he knew, though not from his mother’s
lips, the mystery of his divine origin ; and the
thought of his vocation was beginning to stir his

NDAY SCHOOL BA NNER, 23

soul.  We should be carly interested both in
God's house and God’s cause.

580, 51. They wunderstood not, They failed to
comprehend fully the import of his words, 8o,
ever, the utterances of Jesus fall upon dull ears
and darkened minds. Went down with them,
Though conscious of his own higher intelligence,
he left the congenial courts of the temple at
their bidding, fully submissive to his human lot.
Nazareth, A village in a lovely vale, girdled
with hills, two miles from the plain of Esdraelon,
six west of Mount Tabor, and about twenty
west of the southern end of the Sea of Tiberias,
now En-Nasirah, with a population of about
four thousand. Subject wnto them, The only per-
fect child the world has ever seen was a model of
submission to his parents, Mis mother A'pi.
Another mysterious event in connection with
her son was added to the themes for thought
already in Mary’s heart. Silently she brooded
over these strange incidents, destined to have
their explanation afterward,

52. Increased, For ecighteen years after thig
the record of Jesus's life is unwritten,  From
Mark 6. 3 it would appear that he followed the
vocation of Joseph as a carpenter, Iu wisdom,
Trained by the teachings of a pious mother, by
the communings of nature, by the oracles of e
Old Testament and the Sabbath services of the
synagogue, his mind advanced in natural growth,
Favor with God, God's grace was manifested in
him by the sweetness of his character and the *
earnestness of his piety. Audman. True godli- *
ness of the right sort does not repel, but attraets,
the love of others by its own power, :

CRITICAL AND HOMIL ITICAL NOTES.

INTERVENING EVENTS,

The following incidents in the history of the
infancy of Jesus intervene between the last les-
son and the present one:

1. The circumeision and naming of Jesus
eight days after his birth (Luke 2. 21).

2. His presentation in the temple forty days
after his birth, with the required offerings for
the purification of the mother (Luke 2, 22-88),
In this connection occurs the Nune Dimittis of
the aged Simeon and the thanksgiving and testi-
mony of the prophetess Anna.

8. The visit of the Magi (Matt. 2, 1-12), It will
be observed that from Luke's account we should
be led to infer that Mary and Joseph returned
to Nazareth immediately aiter the
nies of the presentation.
incidents omitted by Luke,

ceremo-
Matthew gives the
The visit of the

wise men must have been soon after the presen-
tation,

4. The flight into Egypt (Matt. 2, 13-15).

5. The slaughter of the innocents (Matt, 2
16-18),

6. The return to Nazareth (Matt, 2, 19-93;
Luke 2. 39-40). The time of the sojourn in Egy pt '
is variously estimated at from a few months to
seven years. It was probably less than a year,
From Matthew’s account we infer that Joseph
and Mary first purposed to settle in Judea, and
that they returned to Nazareth only because of
the angel’s warning in a dream, We may safely
assume that Jesus was not less than six months
nor more than one year old when he began his
home life at Nazareth. It is stated by Matthew
that the settlement at Nazareth was in fulfiliment
of propheey—* He shall be called a Nazarene.”
There is no distinet prophecy of this kind in the
Old Testament, It is suggested that it may refer
to some lost prophecy. The most probable ex-
planation is that it is a play upon the Hebrew
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word wetzer, “ a branch,” a title by which Isaiah
designates the Messiah (11, 1).

THE UNCHRONICLED CHILDHOOD,

Matthew gives no account of the childhood or
youth of Jesus after the return to Nazareth,
From that point he passes without mention the
nearly thirty years intervening, and introduces
Jesus at his baptism and the opening of his pub-
lic ministry (3. 13), Concerning the first eleven
years of his life at Nazareth Luke makes the
geuneral but beautiful statement, ** And the child
grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wis-
dom: and the grace of God was upon him"
(2. 40). And then he records the solitary inci-
dent given of the whole period between his in-
fancy and manhood, the story of the lesson,

The apocryphal gospels abound in legends and
grotesque inventions concerning this period,
They have no historie value, But we have
enough information to enable us to construct a
sufficiently clear idea of the nature of his life in
the sacred home. Nazareth, we know, was locatec
in one of the most charming spots in northern
Palestine, 5o that Jesus grew up in the midst of the
most delightful natural scenery, His mother and
foster father were devout people, made increas-
ingly 8o, we may be sure, by the circumstances
associated with the birth of Jesus, Mary’s reli-
gious interest is indicated in her going to the
annual feasts, though not legally required to do
80. They belonged to the class of self-respecting
and: independent poor, in no sense paupers,
Joseph was a carpenter and trained Jesus in the
same trade. Then we are to remember that
sus had at least four brothers and two sisters,
It is supposed that Joseph died not many years
after the incident of the lesson, in which case
several of the other ©hiildien were but a few
Years younger than Jesus.

Nazareth was “ one of the great centers of tem-
plelife,” and companies of priests gathered there
togoup to Jerusalem to serve in their course, This
contributed to the religions educational advan-
tages of the place. It was also on one of the great
carayvan routes leading to Damascus, and so was
kept in constant touch with the outside world of
trade and secular life, But, for some cause,
Nazareth had an evil name, as is implied by the
words of Nathaniel, who lived at Cana, only a
few miles distant, “Can there any good como
out of Nazareth®" and the fact that “ Naza-
vene ™ was regarded as a term of reproach.

It i3 not probable that Jesus attended any
&chool, as village schools, it is thought, were not
ostablished at that time, Iis instruction was,
therefore, in his home, and chiefly, we may sup-
pose, by his mother, He must have been taught
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the Hebrew language in his home, and was accus-
tomed to hear the law read in the sacred lan-
guage in the services of the synagogue. He also
spoke the Greek language. 8o his childhood and
youth were spent in the sweet simplicity of a
village home, among other children, under the
care and instruction of wise and devout parents,
disciplined to the daily toil of an artisan, care-
fully instructed in the Scriptures, and faithfully
attending upon the services of the Sabbath, It
was a gradual, natural, wholesome human de-
velopment ; but through it all “the grace of
God was upon him,” and he inereased in stat-
ure, and in favor with God and man,”

‘“THE SON OF THE LAW.”

Joseph and Mary went up to Jerusalem every
year to the passover feast, They may many
times before have taken Jesus with them, but
this year his going was required, for at the age
of twelve a Jewish boy became “a son of the
law,” subject to all its requirements and en-
titled to all religious privileges, The outward
badge of this new dignity was the phylactery
which he was then permitted to wear, If it were
Jesus's first visit to Jerusalem, the experience
must have been to him most interesting and im-
pressive. Evidently he became absorbed in the
services and instruction of the temple, and tar-
ried behind when his parents started on their
homeward journey. They found him on the
third day sitting at the feet of some of the rab-
bis, in one of the temple chamber-, listening to
them and asking them questions, His wisdom
astonished them. 1lis mother’s chiding was
mingled with sorrow and wonder, It implied
that he had never been lacking in filial consider-
ation, and that she could not understand _this
apparent exception. The Revised Version gives
his reply correctly: “How is it that ye sought
me?” [That is, “ Why did you look for me any-
where else than here?"]  “Wist ye not that I
must be in my Father's house $ " Iis tarrying
was not due to deliberate disregard for what,
had he reflected, he must have known would
have been contrary to his parents’ wishes, He
had become deeply preoceupied, mentally and
spiritually absorbed, and so oblivious to the
passing of time and all else, His answer satis-
fied his mother, though it had the old note of
mystery in it that she could not understand,
She hid the saying in her heart, along with other
sacred things upon which she pondered. The
strange boy cheerfully returned to Nazareth and
was subject to them, But we may be sure that
every year thereafter the growing youth, with
the recurring passovers, visited with deepening
interest “ his Father's house,”
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Thoughts for Young People,

Lessons from Jesus’s Youthful Growth,

L. Jesus's physical growth has its lessons for us,
It is an old proverb that a sound mind needs
asound body to maintain it, Young people who
are careless of nature’s laws inevitably suffer the
penalty. No one can wrong his body, or even
suffer from any physieal infirmity, without a less-
ening of his intellectual vigor and his moral
force. Our bodies are talents intrusted to us by
our heavenly Father, and we should hold them as
sacred to his service as our minds or our souls,

2. Jesus's intellectual development is a model Jor
us.  God might have endowed him at the outset
with infinite knowledge. His increase in wisdom
is a beautiful illustration of the divine purpose
that the Messiah should be in very truth the Son
of man, developing from the weakness and igno-
rance of infancy to the strength and wisdom of
maturity. Your mind has been intrusted to you
by the same kind God, Develop your intellect,

3. Jesus grew in his spivitual nature, He had no
sin to repent, no faults to amend ; but his youth
was formative as our young days are, and as
really probationary as ours. His temptations
were as real. His youth presented a threefold
growth to the eyes of Giod and man. Let yours
do the same,

By Way or Illustration,

The silent years at Nazaveth. What would we
not give to know the habits, the friendships, the
thoughts, the words, and the actions of Jesus
during so many years from infancy to ministry ¢
Only one flower of anecdote has been thrown over
the wall of the hidden garden, and it is so ex-
quisite as to fill us with intense longing to see
the garden itself. But it has pleased God, whose
silence is no less wonderful than his words, to
keep it shut,—Stalker,

Going up to Jerusalem. There is something de-
lightful about the intense, quiet excitement of a
thoughtful boy for the first time admitted to any
knowledge of the world,

April was passover month, and Palestine was
at her blossom, The boy’s first sight of the world
was a dream of delight, A subdued and happy
excitement pervaded the company, The caravan
route became crowded with people. At night
the tent was struck in a strange place, Every
man’s face turned toward the city when he prayed
—the sacred city which the young Jesus had never
seen, but of which he had dreamed. On the fourth
day the massive city walls came in sight, and the
outlines of the temple, gleaming gold and flash-
ing white marble, Shouts rent the air—* Jeru-
sulem ! Jerusalem 1"
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As the throngs climbed the sacred hills they sang
the famous songs of ascent written by David, their
king. A trained flute player led the exultant
music.  All through the days and nights of this
great festival the boy took on, like a sensitive
Pplate, the finest lines and shades and lights of the
stirring and solemn scenes to which he was for the
first time admitted.— Elizabeth Stuart Lhelps.

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

There is meaning in the silence of the Seripture
record of the life of Jesus from infancy to boy-
hood. Nothing is told of him in the gospels from
the time he came from Egypt to Nazareth with
his mother and Joseph, after the death of Herod,
until he was twelve yearsold. Stories have been
invented by other writers ; miracles of the most
trivial kind are attributed to him ; but their silli-
ness shows their human origin, The evangelists
only say that he grew, waxed strong, increased
in wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him,
and that he lived with his parents and was sub-
ject to them, He was a real boy; his human
growth and development was like that of any
other child. He learned to speak, think, read,
like other children, The only difference between
him and other children was that he was sinless,
because God dwelt in him, I cannot explain
that mystery. We accept it because we are so
taught in the inspired word. And because he
was human, like ourselves, and yet was God, he
can save us from sin so that God will dwell in us,
and our lives can be as blameless, though not as
perfect, as his own,

From what we know of the time and place
where Jesus lived we may suppose that he went
to school like other boys. There were free pub-
lic schools in every village in Palestine, not fur-
nished with desks, as ours are, but where the
children sat on the floor, as they still do in the
East, and repeated in a loud voice whatever the
teacher told them. Since it is said he “increased
in wisdom,” we know what sort of a scholar he
was. He understands the trials of a schoolboy ;
he can help us all in our studies and in every
difficulty if we lift our hearts to him. Isn’t it
blessed to think how perfectly he understands
and sympathizes with us? For little children,
boys and girls, men and women, ‘““hallelujah,
what a Saviour !

When he was twelve years old a great event
ocecurred in his quiet life. He went to Jerusalem
at the time of the passover, when the city was
full of people from all parts of the world. It was
for him just what a fipst visit to a great festival
would be for ns, The journey was through a
beautiful country, with many friends and ac-
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quaintances, Jerusalem was of great historic in-
terest for one familiar with the history of his
race; the home of prophets and kings of whom
he had read in the book of the law, a book
no doubt well studied in the home of Joseph and
Mary. Above all, the temple, with its worship,
and the schools of the rabbis must have been
most attractive to such a boy as Jesus, This
visit was an awakening. Whether or not he had
had before this time any consciousness of his di-
vine mission we do not know. But it broke upon
him with new light in the rites of the passover,
and while he talked with the wis2 men in the
temple.

When his mother, missing him from the com-
pany on their homeward journey, anxiously
looked for him a whole day and at last found
him, “hearing and answering questions,” he
asked her, in surprise, * Why did you seek me ¢
Did you not know I must be about my Father's
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grace of God. Emphasize this. Atno period of
his life was he more really an exemplar than
when he thus combined scrupulous attention to
his heavenly Father's business, with subjection to
his parents....The accounts of Jewish child life
in Farrar, Edersheim, and Stapfer should be read
if possible....8pend no time on doubtful ques-
tions.... Make plain how easily a boy might stray
away from his parents in such a city at such a
time without blame attachable to either....A
good opportunity to impress the duty of obedi-
ence to parents....Influences which affected
Jesus’s growth: 1, Rural Jife; 2. Bred in the
working class of society ; 8. A godly home ; 4,
Worship in the synagogue, and after the age of
twelve at the feasts inJerusalem ; 5, Study of the
0ld Testament Scriptures ; 6. The grace of God
«...Traits of Jesus manifested in boyhood ;
1. Natural, human, boylike ; 2, Intelligent, * filled
with wisdom ;" 8. Godly, “about his Father's

business #  But while he saw his as the
Son of God, he nevertheless returned with his
parents to Nazareth, was subject to them, lived
and worked with them * in the daily round, the
commou task,”” until the time came for his wider
ministry among men, He was about his Father's
business then no less than when in the temple,
and no doubt he was as earnest in his work at
the carpenter’s bench as he was in his questions
with the rabbis. In all thiugs it behooved him
to be hke us; in all things let us try to be like
him,

It is a great hour for us when we awake to the
consciousness that we are children of God, We
live when we feel all honest work is his business,
to be done faithiully as in his sight and with his
blessing. This lifts us above the level of the
commonplace, and fills all lonely places with a
sense ot sweet companionship,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Make a sketch map of Palestine, Let the
teachers trae the Journey from Nazareth to Je-
rusalem....Brief word pictures of the scenes of
the journey, and ot probable characteristics of
the caravan....Make clear the occasion of this
visit : what this feast stood for ; who ordinarily
participated n it; how it was celebrated ; studies
of the ** doctors,” eic. . .. The customs connected
With a Hebrew boy becoming a ** son of the law."
<+ This lesson might be effectively studied in
four scenes : (1) The caravan ; (2) The festal
ity ; (3) The departure ; (4) Discovery of Jesus
in the temple. ... Lessons from the growth of
Jesus, (See Thoughts tor Young People.) Ey-
ery youth should grow as e grew, in stature,
wisdom, strength of 8pirit, general favor, and the

busi ;" 4. Obedient, **subject unto his par-
ents ;"' 5, Popular, ““increased in favor.”

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

Jesus, where’er thy people meet.
Lord, this day thy children meet,
Grace ! ’tisa charming sound.
0God, my youth is thine,
Girowing up for Jesus,

Lord of the worlds above,

How sweet the place of prayer,
Ieavenly Father, send thy blessiug,
Learning of Jesus,

Look up, look up to Jesus,

Blackboard,

Even as a boy Christ was conscious of his
divine mission, and when taken by Mary and
Joseph to Jerusalem he sought the great temple
and sat in the midst of the doctors, both hearing

ot
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them and asking them questions. 8o busy was
he about his Father’s business that he tarried be-
hind as his parents returned from the holy city,
But when, after a long and anxious search, they
found their child he went obediently with them
to the humble home at Nazareth, yielded cheer-
fully to their wishes, and was subject unto them.
May we all walk in the steps of Jesus and render
to our earthly parents (he honor and obedience
which he showed to his,

Library References,
NAZARETH, —Ritter,
Pulestine, vol. iv, pages 868-875, Merrill, Galilee
in the Time of Christ, page 126, Edersheim, Life
and Times of Jesus (index). iwald, History of

‘omparative Geography of
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Israel, vol. vi, page 179, Geikie, New Testament
Hours, vol. i (index),

Tur HoLy CHiLbuoon.—The various lives of
Christ. Also Goulburn, 7% Gospel of the Child-
hood.  Glover, The Finding of the Saviour in the
Temple. Wallace, The Boyhood of Jesus,

FREEMAN'S HANDBOOK : Ver, 44, Caravans, 64 ;
A day’s journey, 315; The first day’s journey,

3. Ver. 46, The “doctors,” 648: The temple,
704 ; Teachers and disciples, 754,

SERMONS ON THE LESSON,

Verse 46, —Wiseman, Cardinal, *Our Saviour
in the Temple,” Sermons on our Lord Jesus Christ,
and on His Blessed Mother, page 47,

Verse 49.—Danley, W, 8., “ The Ideal Earnest
Life,” The Homiletic Revie w, Oct., 1897, page 829,

e

LESSON III. THE PREACHING OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. [Jan. 21.
GOLDEN TEXT. Prepare ye the way of the Lord. Luke 3. 4.

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[May be used as a Temperance Lesson, Read
Mal. 8. 1-7; 4. 1-6,)
Luke 3. 1-17. [ Comumit to memory verses 8-6, |

1 Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Ti-
be'ri-us Cw/sar, Pon'ti-us Pi'late being governor
of Ju-de’a, and Her’od being tetrarch of Gal'i-lee,
and his brother Phil’ip tetrarch of It-u-re’a and
of the region of Trac! 1-o-ni‘tis, and Ly-sa’ni-as
the tetrarch of Ab-i-le'ne,

2 An‘nas and Cai’a-phas being the high priests,
the word of God came unto John the son of
Zach-a-ri'as in the wilderness,

3. And he came into all the country about Jor'-
dan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the
remission of sins ;

4 As it is written in the book of the words of
E-sa’ias the prophet, saying, The voice of one
crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of
the Lord, make his paths straight,

5 Every valley shall be filled, and every moun-
tain and hill shall be brought low; and the
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough
ways shall be made smooth ;

6 And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

7 Then said he to the multitude that came
forth to be baptized of him, O generation of
vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the
wrath to come ¥

8 Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of re.
ntance, and begin not to say within yourselves,
We have A’bra-ham to our father : for 1 say unto
you, That God is able of these stones to raise up
children unto A’bra-ham.

9 And now also the ax is laid unto the root of
the trees: every tree therefore which bringeth

not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into
the fire,

REVISED VERsiow,

1 Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Ti-
be'ri-us Ca'sar, Pon'ti-us Pi‘late being gov-
ernor of Ju-desa, and Her'od being tetrarch of
Galii-lee, and his brother Phil'ip tetrarch of
the region of It-u-re‘a and Trach-o-ni‘tis, and
Ly-sa'ni-as tetrach of Ab-i-le'ne, in the high-
priesthood of An‘nas and Cai’a-phas, the word
of God came unto John the son of Zach-a-ri'as
in the wilderness. And he came into all the
region round about Jor'dan, preaching the
baptism of repentance unto remission of sing
as it is written in the book of the words of
I-sa‘iah the prophet,

The voice of one erying in the wilderness,

Make ye ready the way of the Lord,

Make his paths straight.

w

-

5 Every valley shall be filled,
And every mountain and hill shall be
brought low ;
And the crooked shall become straight,
And the rough ways smooth ;
6 And all flesh shall see the salvation of God,
7 He said therefore to the multitudes that went

out to be baptized of him, Ye offspring of
vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath
tocome ? Bring forth therefore fruits worthy
of repentance, and begin not to say within
yourselves, We have A'bra-ham to our father ;
for I say unto you, that God is able of these
stones to raise up children unto A'bra-ham.
And even now is the ax also laid unto the
root of the trees: every tree therefore that
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down,
10 and cast into the fire. And the multitudes

asked him, saying, What then must we do?

®
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10 And the people asked him, saying, What

shall we do then ¥

11 He answereth and saith unto them, He that

hath two coats, let him impart to him that hat

noue; and he that huth meat, let him do like. 12 likewise,

wise,

12 Then came also publicans to be. baptized,

and said unto him, Master, what shall we do ?

13 And he said unto them, Exact no more tha
that which is appointed you,

14 And the soldiers likewise demanded of him,

And he said
unto them, Do violence to no man, neither ac-

saying, And what shall we doy

cuse any falsely; and be content with you
wages,

15 And as the people were in expectation, and
all men mused in their hearts of John, whethe|
he were the Christ, or not $

16 John answered, saying unto them all, Tin
deed baptize you with water: but one mightie
than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I an
not worthy to unloose : he shall baptize you witl
the Holy Ghost and with fire H

17 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thor-

oughly purge his floor, and will gather the wheal
into his garner; but the chaff he will burn with
fire unquenchable,

[Jan. 21,

11 And he answered and said unto them, He that

hath two coats, let him impart to him that

hath none; and he that hath food, let him do

h And there came also publicans to

be baptized, and they said unto him, Master,

13 what must we do? And he said unto them,

Extort no more than that which is ap-

n 14 pointed yon. Ana soldiers also asked him,

saying, And we, what must we do? And he

said unto them, Do violence to noman, neither

exact anything wrongfully ; and be content
with your wages,

J 5  And as the people were in expectation,
1 and all men reasoned in their hearts con-
r cerning John, whether haply he were the
Christ ; John answered, saying unto them
o all, 1 indeed baptize you with water;
r but there cometh he that is mightier than I,
: the latchet of whose shoes 1 am not worthy to
unloose : he shall baptize you with the Holy
Ghost and with fire ; whose fan is in his hand,
¢ thoroughly to cleanse his threshing-floor, and
h to gather the wheat into his garner; but the

chaff he will burn up with unquenchable fire,

-

Time.—The summer of A, D, 20,
country about the Jordan,

Place.—The  What is the meaning of *“ the baptism of re-

pentance for the remission of sins 9"

What was the general condition of morals at
the time of Christ’s advent »

Were the worst transgressors hostile or friendly
to the Church of that day ¥

Home Readings.

M. The Preaching of John the Baptist, Luke
3. 1-9,

Tu. The Preaching of John the Baptist. Luke
3. 10-17,

W. Malachi’s prophecy. Mal, 4,

Th. John's testimony. John 1, 15-28,

F. Repentance necessary. Matt, 3, 1-12,
8. Fruits of repentance Eph. 4, 25-32,
8. A voice in the wilderness, Isa. 40, 1-8,

Lesson Hymns,
No. 19, New Canadian Hymnal,

Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove,
With all thy quickening powers,

No. 88, New Canadian Hymnal.

i Depth of mercy, can there be
| Mercy still reserved for me?t

No. 54, New Canadian Hymnal.

Come, every soul by sin oppressed,
There's mercy with the Lord,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. The Beginning of John's Career, v, 1-8,

Tell the story of the anno acement of John's
birth to Zacharias in the temple,

2. John's Career Foretold, v, 4-6,
Find the passage in Isaiah here quoted.
Has this prophecy yet been fulfilled
3. The Gist of John's Message, v, 7-9,
Of what “ wrath to come *’ may Johh have had
prophetic vision ¢
What did John demand of men who preferred
repentance ¢
What simple ceremony did he perform 9
Of what was this typical ¢
Was it novel among the Jews, op familiar ¢
By what figure did he make
of God's Jjudgment ¥
4. Johw's Py
V. 10-14,

Plain the nearness
actical - Advice  for Daily  Living,

How did he tell all his hearers to act 9

Who were the publicans ¥

What was their usual character ?

What did John command them not to do»

Who were the soldiers of that time ¢

What was John's threefold instruction to
them ¢
5. Juhn Preparing the Way of the Lord, v. 15-17,

What did some of John’s hearers imagine con-

cerning him ¢
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How did he say the mightier One should bap-
tize them ¢

How did John’s worth compare with that of
Jesus in John's estimation

To what does * fire " here allude ?

What sort of fan is here referred to ?

How do oriental farmers ¢ purge their floors ¥

How old was John now »

Amid what surroundings had his youth been
spent ?

Teachings of the Lesson,

1. If all the axes that are already *“laid unto
the roots of the trees " could be seen by the rising
generation, many a bad habit would be suddenly
broken. God's Jjudgments are infallible,

2 The gist of practical Christianity is doing
good. He that has more than he needs of this
world’s goods should at once impart them to
him that hath none, Everyone asks, What shall
Ido? and John answers, as every Christian min-
ister is forced to answer, Do your duty ; your
simple routine duty.

3. The world divides itself on the question of
Christianity ; the sheep and the goats range
themselves on the right hand and on the left
instinctively, The presence of the mighty One,
whose fan is in his hand, divides the wheat from
the chaff,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. The Beginning of Johw'’s Career, v, 1-3,

When John came, what was the name of the
governor of Judeéa ¢

What part had he afterward in our Lord’s cru-
cifixion ¢

What was the name of the tetrarch of Galilee ¥

What part had he in that cracifixion ?

Who were the high priests ?

What part had they ?

What did John do through all the country
about Jordan ?
2. Johw's Carcer Fore told, v, 4-6,

Who had foretold that the word of God would
come to him ¢

Can you find the words here quoted in the Old
Testament ?

What was meant by ** preparing a way " and
*“making the paths straight 3

When was the promise of verse 6 fulfilled ¢
3. The Gistof John's Message, v, 7-9,

What can you tell about John's parents, birth,
and early history 2

Where did he preach? Matt, 8, 1; John 1, 28,

What did he say to the multitude ? Verse 7,

To what people were these words especially
spoken ? Matt, 3, 7.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BAN. NER. 29

What are “ fruits worthy of repentance
What is true repentance ?
Of what did he warn the people ?
4. John's  Practical Advice Jor  Daily Living,
v. 10-14,
What question was asked John ?
What did he tell the people to do?
How did this command illustrate 1 John 3, 179
How may we follow this command »
What two classes of people came to John #
Who were * the publicans ¢
What command did he give them ¢
What publican afterward became a disciple of
Jesus? Matt. 9, 9,
What vow did another publican make ? Luke
19. 8,
What was John's command to the soldiers ¥
What was meant by this command ¢
5. John Preparing the Way of the Lora, v. 15-17,
What did the people think concerning John 9
Why did they think that he might be the
Christ ¢
What did John say to the people concerning
himself ?
Who did he say would come ¢
What spirit did his words show ?
What warning did he give concerning Christ
To what two kinds of people did this refer
To which class should all seek to belong ¥

Practical Teachings,

Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That we must repent ?
2. That we must live righteously
3. That we must believe in Ch 13
4. That we must be baptized with the Holy
Ghost ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

How old was Jesus when he began to preach ¢

What do we know about Jesus’s life in Naza-
reth after his visit to Jerusalem? Mark 6, 3;
Luke 2, 52,

Where s the story of John’s coming told #
Luke 1.

Who was John ¢

What was the work of prophet? 7o te” what
God made known to him.

How did John begin his great work ? By
preaching to the people

What did he show them? 7eir sins.

Who did he say was coming ?

Whom did he baptize ¢

What did Jesus do when he heard of John’s
preaching ¢
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Why did Jesus allow John to baptize him? 4. What did John tell the soldiers and publi-

Matt, 3. 15, cans and other people that asked him what to
Do you know what happened after the baptism do? Do vight and be kind,
of Jesus ? — 5. What did he say the mightier One that was
to come would do? *“ He shall baptize you with
THE LESSON CATECHISM. the Toly Ghost and with five,”

(For the entire school.)

1. How had the prophet Isaiah spoken of John
the Baptist?  Ax the voice of one erying in the wil-
derness, 18, Into what estate did the fall of our first

2. What was the special mission of John the parents bring on all mankind ¢
Baptist? GoLDEN TEXT : “ Prepare ys," ete,

3. What did John say to those who came forth
to be baptized ?  ** Bring forth fruits meet for re-
pentance,” Romans v. 18, 19,

NEW CHURCH CATECHISM,

The fall of our first parents brought all mankind
into an estate of sin and misery,

THE LESSON OUTLIN
The Preacher in the Wilderness.
I. AN INSPIRED PREACHER, Fear them not, Ezek. 3. 8, 9,
The word of God came. v.2. Open my mouth boldly. Eph. 6. 19, 20,
Hear....at my mouth, FEzek. 83, 7.
A prophet ? Yea. Matt. 11.7-9,
1. ACHER OF REPENTANCE.
Preaching. .. .vepentance, v, 8,
ayi g, Repent ye. Matt. 3.2
Except ye repent....perish. Luke 13, 3,
1II. A SCRIPTURAL PREACHER,
As it is written, v3, 4-6,

V. A PRACTICAL PREACHER.
1. Fruits worthy of vepentance, v.8,
Cease to do evil. Isa. 1. 16,
2. Let him impart, v. 11.
ath this world's goods. 1 .John 8, 17.
8. Do violence to no man. v. 14,
Love worketh no ill. Rom. 13, 10,

Out of the book. Isa. 34. 16, VI. AN EVANGELICAL PREACHER,
Saying none other things, Acts ¢ One mightier than I. v, 18,
IV. A FEARLESS PREACHER, Behold the Lamb of God. John 1. 29,
Generation of vipers. v. 7. Jesus Christ,...crucified. 1 Cor. 2. 2,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

The boy of Nazareth has now become a man, probably a carpenter, toiling in the shop of his
foster father ; and probably none but his mother holds in vivid memory the supernatural events
of his past, or cherishes great expectations concerning his future, During these thirty years the
child of Zacharias and Elisabeth has been growing up in the wild regions of southern Judea or
Perea, communing with God, filling his soul with the ancient prophecies free from the interpre-
tations of the schools, and drawing inspiration from the pure air of the desert. At last the hour
foretold by the angel in the temple, and long before upon the prophetic serolls of Isajah and
Malachi, has arrived. The silence of four centuries is broken, and once more the voice of a
prophet rings throughout the land. From city and from villag 5, far and near, the people press
toward the plain of Jordan, just north of the Dead Sea: and there they behold this newly appointed
messenger, like Elijah of old, elad in rough garments, and bearing upon face and figure the tokens
of a self-denying life. Tlis message is of rebuke for the sins of the people, and he calls men to
repentance, not in outward forms alone, but in deeds of uprightness and mercy, He proclaims
that Israel's Messiah-king, long expected, is standing at the gates, with the winnowing fan to sift
the chaff from among the wheat, and with the baptism of fire for those who shall be found worthy

Verses 1,2. Tiberius Ceesar succeeded Augustus all four, conscienceless men. Pontius Pilate was
Cemsar in Rome. Puting DPilate, mentioned here an arbitrary, venal Roman, without any great
as governor of Judea, and Herod (Antipas), men- ability ; Herod Antipas was a luxurious, sensual
tioned as tetrarch of Galilee, and Annas and Cuia- despot of a type frequent in oriental history ;
phas, mentioned as high priests, all of them held Annas and Caiaphas were ecclesiastical politi-
office throughout our Lord’s ministry and were cians, who have had their duplicates in Christian
concerned with his trial and death, They were, history as well as in Jewish and pagan. Tetrarch

o
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means ‘ governor of a quarter,” Philip and Ly-
sanias have no part in the gospel story except as
their reigns are convenient to date from ; Iturea,
Trachonitis, and Abilene were provinees near to
Galilee. The word of God, Or, as we would now say
prophetic inspiration, Zacharias, A priest wh
Strange story is told in Luke 1. 7%he wilderness,
The untilled and rocky margin of the Holy Land
which stretches across lower Judea, but rounds
the northern end of the Dead Sea, In which di-
vision of the wilderness John made his home we
are not told,

8. He came into all the country about Jordan, A
high and relatively barren region, ranged over
by shepherds and their flocks, and intersected by
great roads which led to and from great cities,
John’s solitude became a matchless gathering
place for the multitudes, Proclaim-

Preaching.

ing.  7he baptism of repentance for the remission of

sins, The duty of repentance and the privilege
of forgiveness, and the use of baptism as a sym-
bol of both,

4, 5. As it is written. Here comes a citation
from Isaiah, 7% voice of one erying in the wilder-
ness. Of Hebrew prophets Isaiah was the most
dramatic. Instead of prosaically foretelling the
career of a frontier evangelist, he hears John's
hot words ringing back through the centuries, and
asks his contemporaries to heed the appeal of
the unborn preacher, Prepare ye the way of the
Lord. These words and those of verse 5 allude
to the abominable roads of the Orient in all ages,
and the peremptory manner in which these roads
are prepared for the progress of some official of
high rank. There is never any care taken to
keep public roads in order for common use,
Farmers habitually gather the stones from their
fields and cast them into the highway ; but when
the sultan or one of his honored officers or
guests is about to make an official tour the roads
are prepared by forced labor, and often on a
grand scale.

8. Al flesh shall see the salvation of God. No
confines of geography or of race shall limit the
advance of the kingdom of heaven,

‘“ Jesus shall reign where’er the sun

Does his successive journeys run ;

His kingdom spread from shore to shore
Till moons shall wax and wane no more,”

7. Then said he. “He used to say.” And his
words are in harmony with the words of Esaias the
prophet. 7o the mudtitude, Wis hearers embraced
all classes, Pharisees, Sadducees, priests, scribes,
soldiers, publicans, and common people, from
every part of the Holy Land, Elsewhere (Matt,
3. 7) the rebuke which follows is especially
directed against the Pharisees and Sadducees, but
it applied to others also, for the opinions of the
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people and prevalent views of religion were
controlled by the official few, Came forth. From
the populous parts to the wilderness, 7v be
baptized.  Baptism was not unknown to the
Jews, for Gentiles embracing Judaism were
baptized. But by declaring that the orthodox
children of Abraham, like the vilest of heathen,
needed to repent and be baptized, John taught
that they had lost their Judaic birthright by sin,
and could never enter the kingdom of heaven ex-
cept on the same plane with their heathen neigh-
bors,  People by the thousand bowed before
John's denunciations and did as he prescribed.
The nation was profoundly stirred.  Generation
of vipers.  * Brood of serpents.”  These children
of Abraham, sole inheritors of the covenant, in
true character were serpents, poisoned them-
selves and poisonous also in their influence—a
fitting characterization of the Pharisees and
Sadducees.  And it is a singular evidence of
John's overwhelming popularity that even two
years after his death its representatives did not
dare to deny his divine authorization for fear of
mob violence. In all ages none are so harmful as
those who possess the form of godliness without
its power. The wrath to come, Wrath was im-
pending over the nation as a whole, and over
sinners as individuals. The faithful teacher does
not hesitate to warn of God’s wrath as well as to
proclaim his merey,

8. Fruits worthy of vepentance, Not mere faith-
fulness to outward forms of worship, but just
conduct and righteous character were regarded
by John as the best preparations for the Lord's
coming. Repentance means “a change of pur-
pose,”” a newness of aim in life, a reforma-
tion from the inside out. Begin not to say. Do
not even begin ; do not attempt to excuse your-
selves,  We have Abraham, “and not vipers," to
[for] our father. But not the virtue of even their
great father's faith can save them from *the
wrath to come ;" salvation must come through
personal faith and faithfulness, Salvation is not
an inheritance of birth, but an individual pos-
session by faith. OF these stones to raise up chil-
dren.  He referred not only to the pebbles on
Jordan’s shore, but probably to the Gentiles
also, stone-dead in sins, yet destined to become
the true children of Abraham.,

9. Theax is laid unto the roof. A warning of com-
ing doom. A pruning knife for the branches was
a symbol of discipline, but an ax at the root be-
tokens utter destruction, Every tree.  Each tree
stood for an individual. Each man stands be-
fore God’s eye to be Jjudged singly as if he were
the only man in the universe, Good fruit, Not
leaves, nor blossoms, but fruit of personal char-
acter in deeds of goodness is the divine require-
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ment. Hewn down, The temporal destruction of could speak such words without raising the
the nation and the eternal woe of the guilty deepest thoughts on the part of those who heard
among its people are both here foreshadowed, him.  Whether he were the Christ,  There was a

10, 11. 7%e people. His words surprise the peo- universal belief that the “seventy weekd" of
ple, whose conception of religion was of forms, Daniel’s prophecy (Dan, 9, 24) were completed,
sacrifices, tithings, and minute legalisms, and wh» and that the hour for Messiah’s coming had ar-
could not see the close relation between worps} p rived. It is not wonderful that such a messen-
and practical morality, What shall we do? “They ger, whose words bore the stamp of a divine
that would do their duty must seek to know authority, should be mistaken for the king him-
their duty,”—./, Henry, These people needed self,
training in morals before they could compre- 16, Join answered. His answer shows a deep
hend the deeper principle of love which Christ humility, reverence, and self-denial. I'nto them
was to lay down. Zwo coats, “Two tunies;” «ll. His denial of Messiahship was open and
the inner garment worn next to the skin, a sort publie. (See John 1, 172y ... baptize you,
of shirt reaching to the knees, Let kim impart, As a token of renunciation of sin and sincere
That is, let each one, even the poorer class, if he turning to God.  Mightier than I, In that Christ
possesses more than is absolutely ney sary, en- performed what John promised ; wrought mira-
deavor to do good to others, who are less fa- cles in proof of his author and bestowed the
vored. Meal, Any kind of food, Do likewise, Let higher blessings of the new covenant. Latchet of
benevolence, and not selfishness, be the law of whose shoes,  To stoop down and unloose the
life, thong binding the sandal to the foot was the

12,18, Publicans, These were the collectors office of a servant whenever a noble guest en-
of the revenue, appointed by higher officials of tered the house. Thus the greatest prophet and
the Roman government, As the assessments preacher of his day announces himself as in-
and collections were made by the same persons, finitely below the rank of the coming Saviour,
with none to audit their accounts, there was So let every preacher and teacher hide himself
great temptation to wrong the helpless people, behind Christ,  With the Holy Ghost. The direct
and the publicans generally deserved theip bad enduement of power from on high ; fulfilled on
reputation. It shows the universal reach of the day of Pentecost (Acts 2, 1-4), and still the

John’s influence that such as these came for possession of the Christian believer, With fire,
baptism, Even in the temptations of office a Referring apparently, not as in verse 9 and after-
man may be a servant of God, Appointed you, ward in verse 17, to the fate of the ungodly, but
No more than each taxpayer should be justly to the fiery tongues of Pentecost, which some of
compelled to pay for the support of the State, those present in John's audience (Peter, John,

14, Soldiers. Soldiers were then employed as Andrew, ete., see John 1, 40) were destined to

a sort of police to keep the People in cneck, and receive, or, at least, to the gifts of zeal and power
in foreign wars, These may have been Romans; which those fiery tongues symbolized,
there is no ce ninty about it. Do violence to no 17, Whose fan, In the East grain is winnowed,
man.  Soldiers in ancient times often plundered being thrown up in the air by one man, while an-
the people among whom they were quartered, other waves a large fan to and fro to drive away
Accuse any falsely, Sometimes soldiers aceused the chaff, Purge his floor, That is, figuratively, to
wealthy citizens of disaffection, as an excuse for separate the precious from the worthless in the
seizing their goods, and sometimes they extorted nation 3 the one to become the founders of Chris-
blackmail by threatening to accuse them,  Cop- tianity, the other to be scattered abroad on the
tent with your wages, The word here includes ra- earth. His garner,  This was generally a pit in
tions of food as well as money. In every calling the earth or in the rock, Here it represents the
there is a chance to show forth the Christian true Church of Christ on earth, not merely the

character, organized churches, all of which must neces-
15. In cxpectation, Suspense.” It was an sarily contain some chaff as well as wheat, Fipe

age of expectancy, when men’s hearts wepe pro-unguenchable, An expression whose fullest mean-

pared to receive a divine messenger,  Mused in ing we may not comprehend, yet pointing to a

their hearts, Reasoned, debated,” No man terrible hereafter for the impenitent,

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

THE SILENCE PRECEDING

THE “ vorcg,” given one incident in Christ's boyhood and one
John no incident and no
four evangelists give some ac-
John's publie ministry, bug only Luke

If the evangelists record little concerning the utterance of his, but of
childhood anq early life of Jesus, they record word. All of the
still Jess concerning his forerunner, We are count of

i
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records the incident associated with his bipth,
But from that hour, on the day of his circumei-
sion, when his father, temporarily and providen-
tially dvnfumldumb, wrote, “IHis nume is John,”
nothing is told us of his history except that * the
hand of the Lord was With him,” and that he
 grew, and waxed Strong in spirit, and was in
the deserts till the day of his showing unto Isra-
el.”  The “ yojce crying in the wilderness "
broke the silence of thirty years,

SERVANT AND MAsTER,

Comparison of John's early life with that ol
Jesus reveals more contrasts than resemblances,
Their coming into the world was alike in this,
that they were each of them “sent” on g divinely
appointed mission (Gal. 4. 43 John 1. 6). The
conception of each, though differing in nature,
was miraculous, the angel Gabricl making the
annunciation, in the one caseto the father, in the
other to the mother, Their parents wepe alike
righteous and devout people, and their mothers
were cousing, But Zacharias Was a priest and
Joseph was a carpenter. Jesus grew up in the
northern province, John in the hill country south
of Jerusalem, John in the very promise of his
birth (Luke 1, 15) was dedicated to the rigid life
of a Nazarite, and in the latter years preceding
the beginning of his ministry lived in ascetie soli-
tude in the wilderness 3 while Jesus never depart-
el from the natural and simple life of the ordi-
nary home, Jesus's childhood and youth were
spent in association with brothers and sisters,
While John was as “g oot out of a dry ground,”
the solitary child of parents ““ well stricken in
vears" when he was born, We are not to think
of John, however, as having been from his child-
lood in the wilderness, uninstructed and eut off
from association with and knowledge of tle
world. It is probable that his parents, though
old when he was born, lived long enough to in-
struct him carefully in religious knowledge, while
his preaching shows that he was familiar with the
state of the socicty of his times, and with the
characteristics of its different classes, It is not
liecessary to suppose that his retirement into the
wilderness took place until he had reached ma-
ture Years,

AN IMPORTANT DATE Fixgp,

Luke is the only one of the evangelists who
furnishes us with Precise data for fj xing impor-
tant dates, In many particulars we obserye that
he had more than the others the historian’s habit
of giving the settings of events which he de.
scribes, of setting forth things ““in order » (1.3).
In his account of the circumstances of the birth
of Christ, for instance, he is not content with the
general statement that the decree for taxing (or
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enrollment) was made by Cwmsar Augustus, but
adds that it was ¢ when Cyrenius wag governor
of Syria» (2, 1, 2), Soin the present case he
fixes the time of the beginning of the public min-
istry of the Baptist with great exactness, [le
says it was in the fifteenth year of Tiberius
Ceaesar, evidently including the two years during
which Tiberius ruled Jointly with his uncle, Au-
gustus, which was in the Roman year T or A,
D.27. Butin addition to this he gives the con-
Junction of provincial rulers—Pilate, governor
of Judea ; Herod, of Galilee 3 Philip, tetrarch of
Iturea and 'l'rm'hnnllis; and Lysanias, of A bilene,
Then to make it still more definite he gives the
ecclesiastical sitvation—Annas and  Caiaphas
were the high priests, It has been suggested
that Luke was thus precise about descri bing the
historical situation at the time of the beginning
of John’s ministry because John introduced the
ministry of Jesus, and that Luke may have had
in mind the prophecy, “ The scepter shall not de-
part from Judah, nor g lawgiver from between his
feet, until Shiloh come,” As it has been well
said, he “introduces foreign emperors, tetrarchs,
and governors, that they may ring a mufed peal
over the grave of g dead nation, a funeral knell,
which, however, shall be the signal for the coming
of Shiloh, and the gathering of the people unto
Him,”
THE SECOND ELIjAmn,

It was more than four hundred years since the
** word of the Lord had come unto a prophet in
Israel. The old prophetic cry, so long suppressed,
broke from the lips of John with ringing and
startling suddenness, Malachi (8. 1 ;4. 5), whose
voice died out into four centuries of silence, fore-
saw the coming of John, the second Elijah, run-
ning before the approaching King “even ag Eli-
Jjahran before Ahab to the ivory palace at Jez-
reel, his voice then dying away in silence, as he
himself passes out of sight behind the throne.”
Jesus distinetly declared that in John Malachi’s
prophecy was falfilled (Matt, 11, 10, 14). There
is nothing to indicate that John was aware that
he was this second Elijah. In fact, he distinetly
denied that he was such (John 1. 21), He seems
indeed to be unconscious that he was a prophet at
all, for the second question of the deputation of
the Jews which came to him was, “ Art thou a
prophet #' (not “that prophet ') : and he an-
swered, “ No," e thought not of what he was
except that he was a * yojee’ charged with a
message. But Jesus declared, * This s Elijah
which is to come,” There was in John the least
of self-consciousness, Great as his personality
was, it was completely merged in the greatness of
nis mission, He thought not at all of what he
was, but wholly of what he was sent to do,
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THE DIVINE THRILL.

The hearts of men responded to the wilderness
callof John, The world never fails to recognize
the voice of a true prophet. When God speaks
hearts are thrilled. Platitudes, formalities, mate-
rialities, neutralities, verbal orthodoxies that are
practical atheisms, tremble and shrivel when an
Elijah speaks. A cathedral may be empty where
merely a self-appointed or a man-appointed talk-
er speaks; but the wilderness will be thronged
where a God-commissioned herald summons men
to hear. They may not heed; but they must
hear. And John's summons, alike to rabbis, com-
mon people, publicans, and soldiers, was to re-
pentance, and works worthy of repentance, To
such repentarce he baptized them; but in doing

80 he announced the near approach of * one
migh " who would baptize them ** with the
Holy Ghost and with fire.”

Thoughts for Young People.
How and Why to Repent.

1. We should repent because there is a wrath to
come, Wisely did Mr. Wesley make desire to flee
from that wrath the condition of union with his
societies. Eternal justice punishes sin. We are
all sinners, and should flee from its power and
its penalty,

2. We should repent because the kingdom of heaven
is at hand. By repentance only may we enter,
Christ winnows human souls. His fan is in his
hand. By every moral responsibility we meet
we are placing ourselves among the wheat or the
chaff, among the citizens of the kingdom or its
enemies,

8. We should repent, for by that means only can
we be endued with the Holy Ghost. All human be-
ings are informed, ** possessed,” by the Spirit of
God orthe spirit of evil. By repentance we turn
away from all evil influences, and then comes
the baptism with the Holy Ghost and fire.

4. We should manifest our repentance by doing
our daily duties with new zeal, as unto the Lord,
John did not tell publican, nor soldier, nor
priest to leave his daily vocation, but to do the
old duties from new and lofty principles. No
penitent can be a lax or impure man.

5. We should manifest our repentance by living
Jor others.  He who does not with free heart con-
tribute to the welfare of others not only lacks
the spirit of Christ, but has not even got as far
as John the Baptist.

6. We should show our repentance by turning
Jrom the forerunner to the mighty One whom he an-
nounces.  Some of John's followers failed to be-
come disciples of Jesus. And there are not
wanting members of our modern churches whose
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zeal seems to slacken when the personality that
aroused them to repentance is withdrawn, Let
us follow our ministers and teachers as they fol-
low Christ,

By Way of Illustration,

Jolu's mission.  He was, like Elijah, rough,
strong, solitary. Such men are not ideal re-
formers, because their work is not complete,
After Elijah came the gentler 1. And after
John the Baptist we have Jesus, who combined
perfectly the nature of both prophets. John's
preaching reflected the imagery of the desert
where he lived. He spoke of the rock, the ser-
pent, the barren tree,

John's frarlessness. He dared to call the Phari-
sees and Sadducees a generation of vipers, re-
minding them that God can as easily make sons
out of stones as out of a brood of vipers.

When Livingstone first showed a mirror to some
tribes in Africa who had never seen one they
shrank back in anger, saying, “ Am I so ugly as
that ?"

So the faithful preacher who holds up the mir-
ror of God’s law will arouse consternation.

John’s preaching was not denunciation, but
warning. The man who cries “ Fire!” gt mid-
night, and arouses the people from their comfort
able beds, and causes alarm and great activity to
save life, is no enemy of the human race, but its
best friend.

The comparison between the fruitless tree and
the destruction of the Jewish nation was one
which would appeal to them, because their fruit
less trees were always cut down. In Palestine
fruit trees are all taxed, so that a froitless tree
brings its owner into debt.— Maclaren.

John’s humility—a voice—a shoe bearer, One
day he was visited by an influential committee
sent down from Jerusalem, They came to ask
him if he was the Messiah. He certainly had a
fine opportunity to pass himself off for the Christ,
He replied, “T am a voice.” Christ was the
Word. How appropriate that John should be a
voice to proclaim the Word ! He was to be heard
and not to be seen. Christ was the way. John
was only a finger post pointing to the way,

In every oriental household there were several
servants, and the lowliest one of them all was
the one who removed the shoes and washed the

feet of the family and guests. John declared =5
that he was not worthy to bear the shoes of the 8

coming One,

Our unappreciated work may be our best, Itis
not possible to tell just what our work is worth,
Like those who toiled on the foundations of the
Victoria Bridge, we may work down in the dark
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calsson amid the mud and water, with smeared
garments and weary hands, but in after years
the great city's wealth and glory and industry
. will pass in ceaseless procession over the bridge
* whose foundations d(‘[wntf upon the work which
we are to-day doing. Locusts and wild honey
may be your food, rough camel’s hair your rai-
ment, the world may call you a nobody, and yet
who knows but that You may be preparing the
way for one fresh from the plains of heaven who
elfish world to heavenly altitudes »
" A, Dickinson,

“ Hewas a burning and a shining light,” and he
went out, but not as a torch, in smoke anq dark-
ness ; his was the light of the morning star,
which shines on somewhere, though to us its
light is lost in the greater effulgence of the sun,
of whose rising it is the harbinger,— 1, E. Bar-
don,

3

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

The identification of Jesus with us jn his
humanity has been the leading thought in our
Yessons. But he was God as well as man, He is
our human friend and brother; he is our divine
Baviour. The angel saiq to Mary, “That holy
thing which shall be born of thee shall be called
Ahe Son of God.” This is @ great mystery ; we
eed not try to explain it 3 but if we prepare the
'Z\m.\' for him to come into our hearts as our

Saviour from sin, that will be far better for us
than to understand all mysteries. A little boy
aid, “Isn't it strange that Jesus is g man, and

et he can come into my heart and everybody's

eart at the same time?" l,illh-rluihlrvngm-usi 4
nto the kingdom without stumbling over difficy]-

ies about which we stop to reason,

| John the Baptist was sent from God to pre-
Pure the way for Jesus, It we would have him
€ome with blessed salvation into our hearts, we
Pust hear and obey the preaching of John. He
Will not come until we are ready to receive him,

you are wondering why the Lord does not
ake you pure and good by the word of his
wer without any effort on your part, you must

'member he is not making machines of us to
work out his will in an irresponsible way, Tleis

uining character ; he is making us fit for his
mpanionship forever: not creatures without

ill, but beings with strong will in perfect

rmony with himself. He will not do for us

hat we can do for ourselves; but when we

Ve prepared the way he will come into onp

Farts and do for us beyond all we agk or think,

Every valley shall he filled.” If you are livine

on a low level—ga selfish, worldly life—yon

ust change your purpose ; higher aims must
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move you; you must lifg your thoughts to
better, purer, nobler things, Jesus cannot enter
a heart filled with low, mean desires and choices,
‘“ Every mountain and hill shall be brought low,"
The pride and ambition which make you un-
willing to do or to be what God wills for you
must be brought down to a humility which Says,
“Not my will, but thine,» *The crooked shall
be made straight.” There are many crooked
things we must straighten before We can receive
the Lord Jesus, There are wrong ways of
making money ; insincere customs of society ;
certain bad habits ; not doing as You would that
others shonld do to you ; that sullen way of keep-
ingum-omrurmhly still when you ought to speak,
or breaking out in works that burn and hurt yall
these and many more things we know are wrong
must be given up before Jesus can come into our
hearts. Not that We can overcome these things
in our own strength, Many have tried, and
failed. But we can choose to put them away ;
we can will to make a change ; we can turn
away from temptation ; we can leave bad com-
pany and seek the companionship of the good ;
We can read pure hooks ; we can read the Bible
and listen to the preaching of the word § We can
put ourselves in the way of being helped rather
than hindered in right living,

John was very practical in his preaching, [Ife
laid the ax at the root of the tree. He said pro-
fessions of Roodness amounted to nothing unless
the fruits were seen in men’s daily doings, They
must stop their selfish keeping two coats when a
poor brother had none : they must share their
meat with the hungry ; they must be honest in
business ; considerate and kind toward every-
body ; they must not hurt the reputation of
others ; and they must be content with theip prov-
idential lot, Let us consider carefully each sin
he mentions, Is the way of Jesus in our hearts
hindered by any of the

The Teachers’ Meeting,

Draw a map showing the early home and the
preaching place of John the Baptist, ., .Explain
the purpose of his ministry....In what re spect
he was like Elijah.... His character as g preacher
... The kingdom of God as here presented ;
(1) Individual ; (2) Requiring repentance ; (3)
Inviting all ; (4) I)--ln;nulin,.- righteonsness ; (5)

Having Christ as King... Repentan (1) Its
necessity ; (2) Its elements ; (3) Its results ;
(4) Its rewards..,.An outline for teaching ;

L. Sketch the events of eighteen years that have
Passed since the last lesson, 2. Astonishing ne 8!
Afterfour centuries nfsilonmannthu'rplnphvt has
come! Tell about John's birth, training, dress,
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food, wild home, 3. The preaching place. Draw Hall, Thomas C., * The Temporal Kingdom,” n I,I,"',:\:"“ll;{:'\“
@ wap, showing the Dead Sea and the Jordan 7%he Jbuwer of an Endless Life, page 167, all righteousy
with the wilderness stretching on each side ; Verse -Wiseman, Cardinal, * The Incarna- 16 And Jen
mark Jericho, Bethabara, Jerusalem. 4. John's tion and Birth of Jesus Chri straightway ¢
message : (1) Of repentance, change of purpose ; Zord Josus Christ and  His Ble

wrmons on Ouy

ler, page 1. were opened
(2) Of righteousness, genuine reform of con- Verse 7.—Deems, €. F., “ No K for Jesus,” :""I:'llz‘l“”"““‘“
duct ; (3) Of remission of sins, appropriated by 7Ve Treasury, vol. iii, page 478 ¥
faith and symbolized by baptism; (4) Of the Verses 10-14,—Potter, Bishop H. (., * Revival is yll'l)"bl("llu\hn'd
Redeemer, * One cometh after me.” 5. John’s Agencies : Their Uses and Perils,” The Homiletio § 42
baptism. 6. John's character: (1) Unworldli- Review, April, 1891, page 331, w'm.[:::(ll;‘f:f
ness; (2) Singleness of aim: (3) Boldness : (4) Verses 12, 18, —Potter, Bishop H. C., * The Law

Practicality in preaching: (5) Humility, self- of Exaction,

The Treasury, vol, 1, page 73. 2 And when
surrender

nights, he was
4 And when
Blackboard, If thou be the

OPTIONAL HYMNS, stones be mad

' 4 But he
Hasten, sinner l'n be wise, QQQE@HMNBQ Man .:xlhnll"ml:ll

Depth of merc word that proc
So near to the kingdom !

EARLESS [\REACHER | | .3 mon i

city, and settet

“R[E EH'{,‘» 6 And saith

(iod, cast thys
l'o-day the Saviour calls,

shall give his
cone iy sty o ppros, | | AITTAFUL [ROPHET [ 1 il b

any time thou ¢
The Saviour calls,

Jesus Christ is passing by. .OHE COHE TH“ ‘l'lni;»;!(;r::lllst ;‘t‘)itd|

8 Again, the
Library References. ! .-'--ml;‘qu ‘;liqh n
prrat o Rasr 5 : X the kingdoms ¢
‘J(illN THE Bar ;1 T.—Re ,Lm;].ds, ?;’m the I,h,,, The forerunner of our Lord came from the se- thom’;
tist, lloyglmn;n, ',“,'“ the B :,[: unl." ,unn;l.l-"’“" clusion of the wilderness to prepare his way 9 And saith
the Baptist. Mo lf”"L!"- e AN i among men.  The people were in intense expec- rive !lm .“i‘;llholl]
Evans, Seripture Biography, vol. i, bage 194, tation, and eager multitudes from all Judea & i
l’a)'n('.,]"auulm and Quards in Character Building, gathered at Jordan to hear this fearless preacher ! a l:' Thetzrmlllnl';
page 213, who spared " sonvineed al “ apt 0 Sa‘tan:
. spared none and convineed all, Repent Lord thy G
Dy SARE o Wi ey . Lord thy God, a
v Say ]I,"”‘F\\s' I‘;\ ?l!‘l' .”";”“. ’,/ 'f{ I]Mj"" val. was the message with which he exhorted them to j 7
;k}l'i\f" 54, Farrar, Lifeof Christ, vol. i, POgeS roranke their sins and to flee from the wrath to § |lhf'n l.ht- ;
l'" e S H v P ing the ¢OMe: Then as all men mused in their hearts of § 018 came an
bole . ¢+ Ver reparing the s
REEMAN'S {TANDBOOK : Ver. "‘, reparing the John, whether he were the Christ or not, he bore
way of the king, 513. Ver. 11, The tunie, 821, ° ¢ § - Time.—A.D, 2
< ¥ b s witness as a faithful prophet to the coming One, a
Ver. 16, The shoe latchet, : Shoes, 832, Ver, 2 g ) Jordan, 2, The
17, Wi A in, 634 Who should baptize them not alone with water, west of the north
lom e
h, Tilnowing grain, 634. but with the Holy Ghost and with fire. Ilad I«
SERMONS ON THE LESSON, rael but recognized his mission and faithfully re-
Verses 4-6.— Anon., “ Reform and Revival,” ceived his message, all flesh through him might k H
The Homiletic Revie i, October, 1802, page 381, have seen the salvation of God, ; M. The Baptis
P, The Tempt
‘i-——

W. The Father’

LESSON IV. THE BAPTISM AND TEMPTATION OF JESUS. [Jan. 28, | ,T.“‘ ;:?1::1: °§(

GOLDEN TEXT. Thisis my beloved Son, in whom 1 .q. ’;lkhly efal
[Compare Luke 3. 21, 22 with 4. 1-13,)

am well pleased. Matt, 3, 17,
RevVISED VERsion,

8. Able to hely
Matt. 3. 13 to 4. 11, [ Commit to memory verses 13 Then cometh Je'sus from Gal'i-lee totheJor
16,17.) 14 dan unto John, to be baptized of him. But Le
AUTHORIZED VERsION, John would have hindered him, saying, I have No. 20, New Can
13 Then cometh Je'sus from Gal i-leeto Jordan __ Meed to be baptized of ”.m:, and comest thon Holy Spirit,
unto John, to be baptized of him, 15 tome? But Jesus answering said unto him, Ever near (),
14 But John forbade him, saying, I have need Sufferit now : for thus it becometh us to fulfill Gently lead
to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me ?
!

Pilgri :
16 allrighteousuess, Then he suffereth him, And Harimain e
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15 And Je'sus answering said unto him, Suffer
it tv bv 50 now ; for thus jt becometh us to fulfill
all righteousness, Then he suffered him,

16 And Jefsus, when he was baptized, went up
straightway out of the water : ami lo, the heavens
were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of
God descending like dove, and lighting upon
him ;

17 And lo, a voice

from heaven, saying, This
is my beloved Son, in

whom I am wel pleased.
I Then was Je'sus led 1p of the 8pirit into the
wilderness to be tempted of the devyil,

2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty
nights, he was afterward ahungered,

3 And when the tempter came to him, he said,
If thou be the 8on of God, command that these
stones be made bread,

4 But he answered and said, It is written,
Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of Go,

5 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy
city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple,

6 And saith unto him, If thou be the 8on of
Giod, cast thyself down: for it is written, He
shall give his angels charge concerning thee :
and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at
any time thou dash thy foot against a stone,

7 Je'sus said unto him, Tt is written again,
Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.

8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an ex-
high mountain, and showeth him al)
the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of
them ;

9 And saith unto him, All these lhinus.\\ill 1
give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me,

10 Then saith Je'sus unto him, Get thee hence,
Sa'tan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the
Lord thy God, and him only shalt thon serve,

11 Then the devil leaveth him, and hehold,
angels came and ministered unto him,

Time.—A.D, 26, Places.—1, The country about
Jordan. 2. The wilderness, probably directly
west of the north end of the Dead Sea,

Home Readings.

M. The Baptism. Matt, 3, 13-17.

P, The Temptation, Matt, 4. 1-11,

W. The Father's testimony. Mark 1. 1-13,
Th. The 8on of God. John 1, 20-34,

F. Enduring temptation. James 1, 12-20,
S. Highly exalted. Phil, 2, 5-11,

8. Able to help. Heb. 2, 10-18,

Lesson Hymns,
No. 20, New Canadian Hymnal,
Holy Spirit, faithful Guide,

Ever near the Christian's side,
Gently lead us by the hand,

Pilgrims in a desert land,
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Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straight-
way from the water : and lo, the heavens were
opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of
God descending as a dove, and coming upon
7 him; and lo, a voice out of the heavens, say-
ing, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased,
4 Then was Je'sus led upof the Spirit into
the wilderness to be tempted of the devil,
2 And when he had fastod forty days and forty
3 nights, he afterward hungered.  And the
tempter came and said unto him, If thou art
the Son of God, command that these stones
4 become bread. But he answered and said, It
is written, Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God. Then the devil taketh him
into the holy city ; and he set him on the pin-
nacle of the temple, and saith unto him, If
thou art the Son of God, cast thyself down :
for it is written,
He shall give his angels charge concerning
thee :
And on their hands they shall bear thee up,
Lest haply thou dash thy foot against a
stone,
Jesus said unto him, Again it
Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.
Again, the devil taketh him unto an exceed-
ing high mountain, and showeth him all the
kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them ;
and he said unto him, All these things will |
give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship
nic. Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee
hence, 8atan : for it is written, Thou shalt wor-
ship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt
11 thou serve. Then the devil leaveth him ; and
behold, angel came and ministered unto him.

-

is written,

3

No. 19, New Canadian Hymnal,

Congp. Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove,
. With all thy quickenin powers ;
Kindle a frame of sacred
In these cold hearts of ours,

No. 36, New Canadian Hymnal,

I need thee every hour,
Most frrncimm Lord ;

No tender voice like lhine.
Can peace afford,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. The Baptism of Our Lord, v, 13-17,

Whence did Jesus come, and for what pur-
pose ?

What were the probable distance and route of
the journey »

What objection did John raise ?

How did Jesus overcome the objection ?

What strange sight followed the baptism »
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What message was there first heard? GoLpEN

TexrT,

Where and by whom were these words again

heard »

What says Peter of this message? 2 Pet. 1. 17,

2. The First Tomptation, v. 1-4,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

[Jan. 28.

3. The word of God is our sure defense. It has
an answer for every temptation, Wield “the
sword of the Spirit ” against every foe,

4. Our Iigh Pyiest has conquered temptation.
He can therefore succor us, He knows our
trials; he will not “break the bruised reed.”

Why was Jesus led by the 8pirit into the wilder- He will deliver the godly (2 Pet, 2. 9).

ness?
Why was temptation necessary

r 9
If led by the Spirit, was he tempted of God ¢

What was the one great purpose of the temp-

er ¥
What traits does he show in this lesson ¢
At what time does Satan tempt us ¢

What do we need that we may overcome him ¢

Eph. 6. 11,

What special preparation bad Jesus for this

trial? Luke 4. 1.
What conditions favored the tempter ¢

What sins would yielding to the first tempta-

tion have involved ?
How was it repelled ?
3. The Second Temptation, v, 5-7,

Why was the second temptation especially

crafty ?
For what purpose did Satan quote Scripture ?

With what weapon was his assault met ¥ Eph,

6.17.

What would have been the sin in vielding to

this temptation ¢
4. The Third Temptation, v. 8-11,
What was the third suggestion ¢
To what sin was this an invitation ¢
How was the tempter again defeated ¥
What was the effect of all this temptation ?

We know Jesus was hungry ; was he ambi-

tious ?
(Give a reason to support your answer,

There were three steps toward his triumph ;

find them.

What visitors took the tempter’s place ¢

Was the defeat of the tempter final, or but
temporary # Luke 4, 13,

To what should Jesus’s temptation encourage
us? Heb, 4, 14-16,

By what means may we defeat the
James 4. 7,

tempter ¥

‘Teachings of the Lesson.

1. The beloved Son lacks no indorsement, The
Holy 8pirit anointed him ; the Father approved
him ; the saints adore him ; the devils fear and
tremble. His name is *“ high over all.”

2. Trial develops virtue, Temptations con-
quered are as Samson's lion—strength and sweet-
ness.  “Blessed is the man that endureth " —not

escaves. The promise is to the overcomer
(Rev, z),

QUESTIONS FoOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. The Baptism of Our Lord, v, 18-17.
What unexpected applicant for baptism came
to John ?
What journey had Jesus taken ¥
What shows John’s surprise ¥
How did Jesus remove John's scruples ¥
As Jesus came up from his baptism what
opened to him ¢
What wonderful vision had John ?
What did he subsequently say of this vision ?
John 1, 33, 84,
Whence did John hear a voice ®
What did it say to him ?
From whom did the voice proceed ?
On what other occasion was similar testimony
heard ? Luke 9. 85,
When again did the Father testify to his Son ¢
John 12. 28,
2. The First Temptation, v. 1-4,
Under what guidance did Jesus 80 to the wil-
derness ¥
For what purpose did he go ?
What preliminary trial did he undergo ?
What doubt did the tempter first suggest ?
What test did he propose #
What did Jesus say as to the true source of
life ®
8. The Second Temptation, v. 5-7,
On what journey did the devil take Jesus ?
What seat was given to Jesus ¢
‘What risk of life was he urged to take ?
With what weapon did Jesus repel the tempter?
Whom may we never tempt ¥
4. The Thira Temptation, v, 8-11,
What journey was then taken ?
What vision was shown ¢
What bribe was offered ¢
What did Jesus then call his tempter ?
What sword thrust did the devil receive at
parting ?

What messengers came to Jesus when the 558

devil left ¢

What service did they render ¥

Where again did an angel succor Jesus ¥ Luke
22, 43,

What service are angels always ready to ren
der? Heb, 1. 14,

sk e,
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Practical Teachings.

Where in this lesson are we taught--

. The duty of baptism ?

The divinity of Christ »

The source of temptation ¢

How to resist temptation ¢

Where we may get help in temptation ¢

R D

o

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

By whom was Jesus baptized ¢

Why did the sinless Baviour allow himself to
be baptized by John ?

Where did Jesus go after his baptism ¢

Who led him into the wilderness ¢

Why is it good for us that Jesus w
Heb, 2. 18,

Where was the wilderness
«ud the Dead Sea,

What kind of a place was it ?
Pace,

How long was Jesus there 9

What was he doing this long time ¥

What was the first temptation ¥

What did Satan try to get Jesus to do in this
temptation ? 7o think about self first.

What was the second temptation ¥

low did he try to bribe Jesus in the last
femptation ?

as tempted ¢
DBetween Jorusalen

A vild, vocky
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8hall we be tempted as Jesus was ? Yes, each
one of us,

How shall we be able to meet temptation ? By
getting God’s word into our hearts and minds,

THE LESSON ATECHISM
(For the entire school.)

1. Who came to John to be

2. What came upon Jesus
heavens ? * 77 Spivit of God
dowe,”

3. What was said by the voice
GOLDEN TEXT ; “ This is,” ete,

4. Where was Jesus led by the
baptism ¢ “ futo the wilderness,”

5. How long was he without food ¢ Forty duys,

6. What took place? e was tempted by Satan,

7. How did he answer each of Satan’s tempta-
tions?  With words of Seripture,

baptized ¥ Josus,
from the opened
descending like a

from heaven »

Spirit after his

NEW CHUROH VATECHISM,

19, Wherein consists the sinfulness of our fallen
estate?

The sinfulness of our fallen estate consists in the
want of original righteousness, and the corruption
of our whole nature, commonly called original sin,

together with all actual transgressions which flow
from it.

THE LESSON OUTLINE.

The Son
I. Tue HoLy ONE.
Comest thow to me ? vs, 13, 14,
Holy, harmless, undefiled, Heb, 7. 26,
Who did no sin, 1 Pet. 2, 22,
IL. Tue FArrarvL Servaxt,
Becometh us to fulfill. v, 15,
Yet learned he obedience. Heb. 5, 8,
He humbled himself, Phil, 2, 8.
I1I. Tue 8ow or Gob,
My beloved Son. vs, 16, 17,
Thou art my Son, Psa. 2, ;
His dear Son. Col. 1, 13,
IV. Tue LoNELY SUPrERER,
An hungered. . . lempter came,  vs, 1-3,
Feeling of our infirmities, Heb. 4, 15,
Perfect through sufferings, Tleh, 2, 10,

EXPLANATORY AND

For one year John’s voice and its wholesome echoes ring through Palestine.
provinee, from every village, curious and devout listeners throng ; many receive
spiritual their minds are turned ;

are baptized. From the earthly to the

religion of the seribes to a very practical conception of godliness,
means doing right, not merely making sacrifices and paying tithes

of Man,

V. Tue Trustine Sow,
Live....by every word, v. 4.
Trust in the Lord. Psa, 37, 3,
No thought for your life. Luke 12, 23,
VI. Tue Lovar Sox,
Thou shalt not tempt.  vs, 5-7,
Walk humbly with thy God. Mic. 6, 8.
Humble yourselyes, James 4, 10,
VIL Tue SeLr-pexying Sow.
All these things, vs, 8-10,
Gain the whole world, Luke 9, %,
Forsaketh....all. Luke 14, 83,
VIIL Tre Vicrorious Sox,
The devil leaveth him, v, 11
As lightning fall, Luke 10, 18,
T'also overcame. Rey, 8, 21,

PRACTICAL NOTES.

From each
his teachings, and
from the puerile, formal
They learn that righteousness
. They are placed, also, in an
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ittitude of expectancy of the coming of the long-predicted Messiah. While all men mused on
these strange conditions a carpenter of Nazareth laid aside his tools and walked down the Jordan
valley to Bethabara. His neighbors had esteemed him as a godly youth, but not yet was he known
far beyond his village home. He watched the multitudes receiving baptism, till all had gone up
from the waters; then he himself came forward. John, prophet, preacher, and baptizer, saw,
under the Spirit’s influence, that here was a strangely superior Being ; one to whom he could
impart nothing, but from whom he could learn all things ; one who, being holy, needed no repent-
ance, and, possessing Giod’ Spirit, could bestow it in abundance, He shrank from baptizing this
Man, whom he now recognized as the Messiah, and *““the Lamb of God.” But Jesus reassured him
with the declaration that it was their duty and God’s will. As Jesus arose from the water, pray-
ing, the sky parted ; a dove descended, and a voice from heaven declared that he who stood there
was the Son of God, well pleasing in his Father's sight. Newly baptized and anointed, Jesus
stands on the threshold of his work, when an impulse from on high drives him into the wilderness,
to meditate on his mission, to commune with his Father, and to wrestle with the world's great
adversary, 8o inten he concentration of his lhﬂnght, and so close the communion of his soul,
that for forty days he is uphorne above the needs of the body, and tastes no food, Then come
fierce temptations, But all the proposals of Satan are met by Scripture. The dark shadow of
the foiled tempter is lifted from the scene, and angels draw nigh with sucecor for the victorious
Son,

Verse 18. Then cometh Jesus, e was now incongruity of the act which so startles John,
thirty years of age; not yet widely known as a but as the representative of mankind it becomes
prophet or rabbi, otherwise his townspeople his duty to receive the rite, and as the baptizer it
would not have been so astonished a few weeks becomes John's duty to administer it, Baptism
later at his mighty works and words, From was the visible sign of citizenship in the kingdom
Galilee, Where, in the town of Nazareth, he had of heaven, wherein Jesus was to be at once sub-
lived from childhood, 7v Jordan, Probably, to ject, obedient to his Father's will, and King as
Bethabara, a ford of the Jordan, near Jericho, his Father's representative,
where John baptized, It is between seventy and 18, When he was baptized. We do not consider
eighty miles from Nazareth, 7o be baptized. If the form of baptism, whether by dipping, pouring,
sinless, how could Jesus receive a baptism which or sprinkling, to be worthy of the heated discus-
betokened repentance? He stood as the Repre- sions that have arisen concerning it, The earliest
sentative Man, and, standing with his fellows, pictures of it, in the catacombs of Rome, repre-
sought “to fulfill .1 righteousness.” He ac- sent Jesus as standing waist-deep in the water,
cepted our place that he might lead us out of it, and John pouring water upon his head, Straight-
And his baptism, as we shall see, with its ac- way. Immediately. The heavens were  opened,
companying manifestations, was used by God as Luke adds, *“ while praying.” 8o to the believer
a formal induction into the Messianic office, the heaven is open and the Spirit descends, 7,

14. But John forbade him, ‘““The Greek verh saw, The vision was seen by Jesus and also by
denotes a strenuous opposition ; it implies the John (John 1. 80-34); probably by them only,
active and earnest preventing with the gesture, The Spirit of God descending like a dove, Luke
or hand, or voice."—Alford, 1haveneed, Brought adds, “in bodily shape,” Thus, typically, was
face to face with the purity of Jesus, the seer felt the Holy 8pirit manifested, The Spirit came
his own sinfulness and need of higher cleansing. upon Jesus that through him he might also de-
To be baplized of thee, Whether John had seen scend upon us, For all work for God we need the

Jesus before is not certain, He may have known baptism of the Holy Ghost,

of him, without knowing him. But now the 17, 4 voice from heaven, Three times during
inner prophetic light revealed to John our the Saviour's life we read of a voice from
Lord’s spiritual eminence. The teacher who is heaven ; on this, the opening day of his minis

most deeply conscious of his own spiritual needs try; at the transfizuration on Mount Hermon:; |

is best qualified for his high and holy office, and on the last day of his publie teaching in the
16. Suffer it to be so now, As if he had said, temple, 7%is is my Wloved Son. Here is the P
‘“True, to bestow the higher baptism is mine ; divine attestation to Jesus as the Christ, and as
but for the present letit pass.” Thusit becometh us, the God-man, This answered all the questions
Both are embraced in the word “us;” John in that were whirling in the Baptist’s excited mind.
his office, and Jesus in his. o fulfill all vighteous- In whom I am well pleased, The translation is
ness,  Every holy custom, every godly ordinance scarcely as strong as the original, “I delight
and institution, Jesus seems to recognize the would be a better expressing of the infinite

Jan, 28,

complacen
Son.,

1. Then
wilderness,
Jordan, L
Mark says
ence of the
human life
Conceived
have just s
he was led i
force, anoi
abled to
Holy Spirit
sacrifice for
raised again
for the moc
attended hi
life, so he is
the devil, 0O
The devil, a
appears at t}
God. He wr
he entered ¥
to bring his
embodied hi
corrupted t}
and now he
Son of God
human race v
and even wh
season, The
ture in two
neither tempf
not be induce
one to sin. T
to sin—Jesus
also used for |
did tempt Abr

2. When he
tensity of his
above the wai
citement appet
had a like ex
days and forty
believe our Loy
ahungered, Th
his intense spir
3. The tempt
weakness, Ho

know, and we

such points is
of God, That !
son. The forty
with Satanic a
testimonials gi
Command that
stones shaped a




n. 28,

sed on
Jordan
known
one up
) SAW,
could
epent-
g this
d him
pray-
there
Jesus
rness,
great
soul,
come
w of
rious

ohn,
Dmes
er it
tism
dom
sub-
g as

ider
ing,
Cus-
iest
pre-
ter,
ght
wed,
ver
.
by
ly.
ke
as

Jan, 28.]

complacency with which the Father regards the
Son.,

1. Then was Jesus led up of the Spivit into the
wilderness, Up from the low valley of the
Jordan. Luke says he was “ full of the Spirit ;»
Mark says “the Spirit driveth him.” The pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit throughout our Lord’s
human life and ministry is very remarkable,
Conceived by the Holy Ghost ; baptized, as we
have just seen, in the presence of the Holy Spirit ;
he was led into the wilderness by the same divine
force, anointed to preach the Gospel, and en-
abled to do his mighty works, Through the
Holy Spirit he offered up himself to God as a
sacrifice for our sins, and by that Spirit he was
raised again from the dead, A particular lesson
for the modern Christian is that as the Spirit
attended him through all the vicissitudes of his
life, 50 he is ready to attend us, 7o be 4 mpted of
the devil.  Or, as we would gay, ‘“by the devil,”
The devil, as Dy, Pentecost has clearly shown,
Appears at the opening of every dispensation of
God.  He wrecked God's fair creation in Eden ;
he entered Pharaoh and resisted God's purpose
to bring his chosen people out of Egypt; he
embodied himself in Baal and Ashtoreth, and
corrupted the custodians of the divine truth ;
and now he dare not stand idly by and see the
Son of God undertake the redemption of the
human race without striving to overthrow him 3
and even when he is defeated it is only for a
season, The word * tempted " is used in Serip-
ture in two senses, “(od cannot be tempted,
neither tempteth he any man ;" that is, he can-
not be induced to sin, and he never solicits any-
one to sin. That sort of temptation—solicitation
to sin—Jesus now suffered, But the word is
also used for the testing of faith, as when “God
did tempt Abraham.”

2. When he had Jasted forty days, By the in-
tensity of his soul's communion he was lifted
above the wants of the body. In times of ex-
citement appetite is forgotten, Moses and Elijah
had a like experience, Throughout this forty
days and forty nights we have every reason to
believe our Lord was tempted. He was aftervara
ahungered. 'There came a natural reaction from
his intense spiritual excitement,

3. The tempter came to him. In his hour of
weakness, How the tempter came we do not
know, and we need not guess, Speculation on
such points is not profitable, If thou be the Son
of God, That is, peculiarly and eminently his
son. The forty days had probably been filled
with Satanie arguments to distrust the divine
testimonials given at our Lord’s baptism,
Command that these stones be made bread. Little

stones shaped and colored like the loaves of the
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country were spread all around. A glance at
them would make the fasting Saviour feel addi-
tional pungs of hunger; and here is the tempta-
tion, “ Simply satisfy your hunger.,” Why woula
it have been wrong to have done It would
have been Wwrong to have followed Satan as i
leader ; besides, God’s Sp had led to the
wilderness experience, including the prolonged
fast, and God’s Spirit can now be trusted to
furnish food.

4. Itis written. Dy, M, R, Vincent calls atten-
tion to the fact that when our Lord addressed
men he said, ‘[ say unto you,” because, as we
nay suppose, he was uttering divine truth ; but
when he addressed Satan, he said, “It is written,”
because, as a man, he was being tempted.  Man
shall not live by bread alone, ete. (Deut, 8, 3,) There
are deeper needs than hunger and higher satis-
faction than food. “Thon [Satan] knowest little
of what I have endured, and little of my abun-
dant recompense,”

5. Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city.
That is, into Jerusalem. And setteth him on a
Pinnacle of the temple.  On a little wing of the
great building. Fancifu] explanations have been
made of the particular place where our Lord sat
on the temple, but all such speculations are idle,
Whether he came there physically or in mind
merely, is an equally useless question,

6. If' thou be the Son o God. Again Satan
starts with a doubt, (Cust thyself down, * If you
will not exercise your divine power in relieving
yourself from the pangs of hunger, perhaps you
Wwill be willing to exercise it to dazzle the world
by your own majesty, and demonstrate your
divine sonship.” 7t is written.  Batan can quote
the Bible as well as Jesus, He shall give, ete,
(Psa. 91, 11-12)) “If you are the Anointed,
claim the promises made to the Messiah, The
Messiah is to be guarded by angels, and if you
are he, you are so guarded.” It was a tempta-
tion to presumption ; to pride ; and to rash con-
fidence,

7. 1t is written, Because some people misuse
Scripture, is no reason why we should not
rightly use it, 7%ou shalt uot tempt the Lord thy
God, This does not meaun, * Thou [Satan] shalt
not tempt me [Jesus];” it means rather, |
[Jesus] am warned by Deut. 6. 16 not rashly
and thoughtlessly to tempt God.” He who looks
for God’s protection outside the path of duty
tempts God. This phrase seems analogous to
taking “the name of the Lord thy God in vain,”

8,9. An cxceeding hioh mountain, We know
not just the kingdoms of the world, and the
glory of them. This must have been as magnifi-
cent a showing in that age as it could even he
now. Remote as that time was, the kingdoms
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of China and India, Central Asia and Persia,
were in their glory. Roman power ext:nded
from Persia to the Atlantic Ocean on both sides
1 of the Mediterrancan, and as in panoramic vision
| mr Lord saw the cities, palaces, courts, and
{E camps, he saw as magnificent a spectacle as ever
came before the eye of human being, Al these
things will 1 give thee, if thou wilt Jall down and
worship me.  Jesus would really have worshiped
Satan if he had turned aside from his holy ideals
and used force to establish a kingdom. It is a
temptation into which a great majority of the
strong rulers of the world have been led,

10, Get thee hence, Satan ; for it is written, Thou
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt
thou serve. (Deut. 6, 13.) Serving God and wor-
shiping him are two sides of one religious
character,

THE FOUK ACCOUNTS OF
| PARED,

THE BAPTISM COM-
| In addition to Matthew’s account of the bap-
] tism, given in the lesson, Mark 1. 9-11 ; Luke 38,
21-23; and John 1, 20-34 should be carefully read.
Matthew states that Jesus came from Galilee to
John for baptism. Mark adds that he came from
Nazareth. Matthew alone records John’s pro-
test against baptizing Jesus, and Jesus's reply,
‘*Suffer it to be 8o now.” In John's account the
Baptist is made to say, “Iknew him not.” This
must be interpreted to harmonize with Mat-
thew’s statement of John's protest, that he did
not then know him as the Messiah, We have no
evidence that John ever saw Jesus until the day
he came to him for baptism ; and, on the other
hand, we have no proof that he had not met him,
i Tradition reports that they were much together
» in childhood. Jesus we know attended the pass-
overs with his parents; John also, it is probable,
& his early home being only twenty miles south of
Jerusalem, came to this great annual festival,
and the two may have met there. We may infer
i from Luke's statement, “ Now when all the
| people were baptized,” that Jesus’s baptism was
private, after the people had departed ; and the
inference is strengthened by the fact that none
of the accounts refers to the presence of the mul-
titude. InJohn's account, which is the Baptist’s
own testimony, the act of baptism is not de-
scribed, but only some circumstances following
it. Thisis in harmony with the Baptist’s habitual
self-effacement, Mark alone speaks of Jesus
coming up out of the water, an example of his
' characteristic picturesqueness, Matthew, Mark,
and Luke relate that the heavens were opened,
that the Spirit descended as a dove, and that the
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“Our Lord himself, in reply to the objection of
the Baptist, stated it as a reason for his baptisn
that thus, it becometh us to fulfill all righteous
ness ;’ that is, that it was his will to observe all
the requirements of the Mosaic law, which he
came ‘not to destroy, but to fulfill,’ Gther rea-
sons have been suggested, as (1) that he bap-
tized (as it were) the water—¢ to sanctify water to
the mystical washing away of sin;’ or (2) that
he was baptized as it were

[Jan. 28,

11, Then the devil leaveth him, Resist the devil,
and he will flee from you. And behold, angels
came and ministered unto him, As they always
minister unto the faithful, suffering soul, whether
he knows it or not,

In regard to this temptation we may say, in
condensed form, that every suggestion was that
of submission to the force of evil, doing evil
that good might come; that it is impossible to
say whether Satan appeared in human form or
not, probably not ; that it is not wicked to be
tempted, nor is it debasing, so long as the temp-
tation is antagonized ; that this was an actual
temptation of Jesus, as real as any temptation of
our own soul—he was not so encased in divinity
that he might not have failed ; that two-thirds of
the temptations recorded are doubts concern-
ing Lis own divinity.,

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

voice out of heaven bore testimony to Jesus,
Matthew reports this testimony as if it were a
general declaration to others, *“ This is my be-
loved Son,” while Mark and Luke give it as

addressed personally to Jesus, ‘“‘Thou art my
beloved Son.” John does not refer to the voice,
but declares that he saw the descending Spirit,
Luke in deseribing this descent uses the words
*“in bodily shape.”
was “praying " while he was being baptized. It
is one of the characteristics of Luke’s gospel that
he calls attention to Christ’s habit of praying.
This is illustrated in his account of the '\'ransfigu-
ration : ““ He took Peter and John and Jamés, and
went up into a mountain to pray. And as he
prayed the fashion of his countenance was al-
tered,” ete,
are5.16,;6.12; 0. 18; 22,82 22, 41; 23, 84; 23, 46,
These instances, and the fact that Luke alone
gives the two parables on prayer (11, 5-18;
18. 1-8), justifies his gospel having been called
“the Gospel of Prayer.” Luke also alone states
in connection with Christ's baptism, that he ** be-
&an to be about thirty years of age.”

He also states that Jesus

(Luke 9. 28, 29), Other examples

SIGNIFICANCE OF CHRIST'S BAPTISM,

F. W. Farrar, in 7he Cambridge Bible, says :
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of his body, the Church; or (3) as a consecra-
tion of himself to his work, followed by the spe-
©ial consecration from the Father; or (4) as a
great act of humility.” Perhaps no one of these
suggestions covers the full significance of his
baptism, and something of truth may be in each
of them,

“TEMPTED... . YET wiTHOUT SIN,”

The life of Jesus was not a supernatural phan-
tasm, but a natural human development, It was
necessary that he should be tried as we are tried,
that he should pass through spiritual crises as all
men must pass on their way to greatness in the
kingdom of God, This account of Christ’s specia
temptation is the story of one of these crises
through which his soul Passed at the threshold
of his public work, Most men who propose to
themselves great aims must have deadly reckon-
ing with the devil before they begin. Itisa mat-
ter of little importance whether the story of the
temptation is the narration of literal occurrences,
or inner experiences thrown out into allegorical
Ppictures ; enough that it stands for reality, We
are to bear in mind that, as this experience came
to the Lord while he was withdrawn from men,
the account of it must have been given to his
disciples by himself, We may be sure, therefore,
that the account corresponds to the spiritual re-
ality of the conflict through which he passed and
out of which he came forth as vietor. It is not
necessary that we shall think of Satan appearing
to Jesus in some bodily form. That would have
destroyed the subtlety and so the power of the
temptations. The devil does not come to men in
that way, but in his most powerful seductions
under almost impenetrable masks. The purer,
the nobler, the nature tempted, the more refined
and deceptive must be the temptation. To gross
and already deeply fallen natures Satan may
come with a bald and undisguised proposition
to do wrong, Ppresenting the temptation with the
insolence sometimes of g command. But upon a
holy epirit such a gross assault would have no
effect. To such evil must be proposed by subtle
and specious suggestion 3 by the advocacy of
right ends to be gained by wrong means, by
adroit indirections that give promise of a speed-
ier accomplishment of some good purpose, The
whole force of the temptations presented to Jesus
lay just there—to take a short course to suc-
cess instead of traveling by the slow, hard road
of patient endurance and suffering. 8o some

three years later Satan renewed this temptation,
using Peter as his agent ; but Jesus instantly rec-
ognized the voice which he had heard in the
wilderness, and replied, “Get thee behind me,
Satan” (Matt. 16, 23).
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Thoughts for Young People,

1. The purity and spivitual power of Jesus were
manifested to all, There is a wickedness so com-
pleteand thorough that it is manifested to every-
body who looks on the sinner, Slinking through
the low parts of our great metropolitan cities ape
men whose gestures, glances, and tones alike
reveal that they are Satan's, Even in a churcn
their badness would show itself out to all obsery-
ers.  The opposite of this is also true. There is
a goodness which cannot be concealed, Such
goodness Jesus had. John had merely to glance
at him and his confession burst forth, “I have
need to be baptized of thee,”

2. The purity ana spivitual power were at once
tested by God and by Satan.—By God, because such
a test is necessary, The struggle gave our Lord
aclearer view of what was before him, and the
victory gave him great encouragement, By Satan,
because he hates God and hates his creatures,
and sought to overthrow him through whom the
salvation of the race was planned.

8. The purity and spivitual power of Jesus were
manifested in his human life. It was not as God
he was tempted. It was his human passions and
ambitions that were solicited to sinful indul-
gences. All this makes him able to help us.

“ Touched with a sympathy within,
He knows our feeble frame ;

He knows what sore temptations mean,
For he has felt the samn,”

By Way of Ilustration,

The baptism of Jesus, Peter said, “God hath
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost
and with power,” We must believe that the de-
scent of the Holy Spirit at the waters of Jordan
endued him with special ministerial qualifica-
tions. He declared in his first sermon : “The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath
anointed me to preach the Gospel to the poor,
he hath sent me to heal the broken-henrted, to
preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering
of sight to the blind." Weread in Exodus that
every priest must be anointed with the sacred oil,
and our High Pricst must not be without so sacred
a designation to his office, and thus the blessed
Spirit descended and abode on him,

The first temptation was to the senses. But so
far from coming in any coarse, sensuous form, it
came shrouded in a thousand subtile veils. When
Isracl hungered in the wilderness God fed them
Wwith manna. An angel had touched the famish-
ing Elijah and shown him food, Why did not
the Son of God provide himself a table in the
wilderness ¢ The answer is that We are not to
be guided by our lower wants. He who thinks
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that we live by bread alone will make the securing sympathize, because he has never known a sor-
of bread the chief object in life, and will deter- row like our own.

mine to have it at any cost.

Israel spent not forty days, but forty years, in
i waste wilderness where was no means of hu-
man subsistence, not starving, but divinely pro- forin that he himself hath suffered bviuzlempled,
vided for to prove to every age that human sup- e is able also to succor them that are tempted.
port depends not on bread, but on God’sunfailing It was the human Jesus who went into the wilder-
word of promise. ness to be tempted of the devil, * like as we are,”

The sccond temptation, An old Puritan divine The telptations came through suggestions made
wrote : “Faith is confidence in God, Presump- 1o his mind, just as they come to us, He may
tion is confidence without warrant.” To peril have seen no visible form, as we do not, and yet
one's life torescue a fellow-being is faith, Toun- we are often conscious of an evil presence seek-
necessarily expose oneself to danger is Presump- - ing to draw us away from what we know isright,
tion.  Grace Darling, pushing out with her father Let us not be decei d. Satan is not an imagi-
from Longstone lighthouse to rescue the nine nary being. Ile is as real as yourself, and talks
men huddled on a rock in momentary expecta- o you, either directly or through his agents, as
tion of death, is an example of heroic faith, Cap- he talked to Jesus in the desert, It is wise to
tain Boynton, plunging into the whirlpool at recognize the foe, so that he may not take ad-
Niagara to secure fame and money, is an exam- vantage of our ignorance or indifference. He
ple of presumption. One trusted God, the other would he pleased to have us believe he does not
tempted him. One lived, the other died, exist until he gets us where we find it out by his

We are presumptuous when we expect God to rpesistless power over us. Yes, I believe he exists ;
help us teach if we have made no preparation, Tut I also triumphantly believe that he is a van-
and when we are carel of our health and ex- quished foe and can do me no harm, since Jesus
pect him to keep us well Sehauglter, lived and died for me,

The thivd temptation, This was atemptationto  If life seems a wilderness of trial and your
secure high ends by unworthy means. It would faith is ready to give way, come with our brother
turn the hands of God’s clock around and hasten Jesus, our Saviour Jesus, into this wilderness,
the striking of the hour longed for. Itisa temp- and learn of him. It was not the strong divinity
tation which comes to us as we move along the that the adversary attacked ; it was the weak hu-
path of obscure and apparently unrewarding manity. Where it would plerce most keenly the
service for remote spiritual ends, It comes to dart was thrust ; when he was exhausted by hun-
most ardent minds in moments of unbelief. It ger Satan said, ** Command these stones that they
was this temptation which came to the early be made bread ; you can, for you have miracu-
Church, and it accepted with pride and joy lous power as the Son of God.” He could have
the earthly splendor of Constantine's authority, worked the miracle, but it would not have been
and dreamed that it was soon to conquer the in accord with his Father's will, In all things he
world for Christ. It awoke to find that it had muyst be like us, and so he must wait God’s time
been overcome by the world.—E. N. Puckard, and take God’s way of relief from Physical suffer-

The sword of the Spirit,  The devil's temptation ing, He must perfectly and Ppatiently trust God,
should always be met with, It is written.”  The kingdoms of the world and the glory of them
As well might a soldier expect to go unarmed were offered him for the price of serving Satan,
into battle and be victorious as a Christian to just as wealth and sinful enjoyments are offered
overcome evil without his Bible in his heart and ys fop the same price, which Seems so easy to pay.
on his lips. Christ vanquished the devil with the But beyond this suffering life and the death of
word of God. e the cross Jesus saw that day when all these king-

doms and the glory of them would be his by
Heart Talks on the Lesson, rightful inheritance and the tempter under his

There is great comfort in the thought that in feet in chains of darkness forever., The tempta-
all things Jesus identifies himself withus, e is tion had no power in the light of future victory.
our brother as a child, our brother in the family, As we are, he was tempted ; as he conquered, so
our brother in toil, our brother in temptation. shall we conquer. “Ie that overcometh shall
We pass through no experience through which inherit all things.” From the pinnacle of the
he did not pass.  We can tell no tale of sorrow temple he was challenged to throw himself down,
or trial unfamiliar to him, It is a comfort to for how could any harm come to one so true to
open our hearts to one who understands, We Gody So he tempts us to presume upon the
turn with a desolate heart from one who cannot divine goodness and care, even though we go

‘ One there is above all others
Well deserves the name of friend,"”
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contrary to the law, the will, and the providence
of God. Distrust, selfishness, irveverent pre-
sumption, these cover all forms of temptation
that Satan knows how to present. All have the
same object ; the separation of the human from
the divine will, the breaking of that harmony
which is the peace of heaven. We go through no
deeper depths than Jesus knew. How did he
conquer? By the sword of the Spirit, the word
of God ; he drew again and again ““a sharp blade
from the quiver of that old book, Deuteronomy,”
the same from which we may draw, and slew the
tempter with the sword of the word used by the
Spirit of God with which he was filled. He suf-
fered and conquered that we might learn the
secret of complete and constant vi tory. “In
all these things we are more than conquerors
through him that loved us."

The Teachers’ Meeting.

L The baptism.  Call attention to the time,
the place, and facts of this event, and note four
aspectsof Jesus : 1. Ie was a holy man, and ev-
eryone who came in contact with him felt that.
2. He was a humble man, who took upon him the
duties and obligations of a sinful humanity, 3,
He was endowed with the Spirit.  The divine life
in him had grown with his growth : hut now in
the hour of his baptism the fullness of his Spirit
comes. 4. He was the 8on of the Most High
God.

IL The temptation.—Jesus went into the wil-
derness hecause he must be alone to meditate
upon his mission. e fasted because in the
depth and strain of his feelings there was no de-
sire for food. He was tempted just as we are,
and he was victorious just as we may be, 1, He
was victorious over self. 2. Ile was victorious
over pride. 3. He was victorious over the
world.  He chose to establish a kingdom not by
conquering his way to it, like Alexander and
Napoleon, but by dying for men.

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

Holy 8pirit, faithful guide,
Almighty Spirit, we confess,
How firm a foundation,
Precious promise,

I need thee every hour,
Yield not to temptation.

Come, Holy Spirit, come,

When in the tempest he'll hide me,
Whenever trials press my soul.

Be with me every moment,

Lead me, O effulgent Light.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNELR.
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BY THE

SPIRIT JESUS

What a scene that was when Jesus, after the
holy anointing of the Spirit, was led up into the
wilderness to be tempted of the devil! He upon
whom the Spirit rested that he might save the
world was tempted in all points of human frailty,
yet without sin. The prince of this world came,
and had nothing in him; all his wily assaults
were futile against the word of God, the sword
of the Spirit, by which Jesus prevailed. Bap-
tized by the Spirit and armed with his quick and
powerful weapon—*‘It is written "—we too may
repel the tempter without argument or compro-
mise.
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Trial of Christ's Personal Virtue,” 7%e Homiletic  —As soon as the sinner opens his heart to God
Review, November, 1888, page 424. Select dis- in repentance God opens t
courses from the French and German, contain- him as his child.— Gossner,
ing sermons on the temptation, by Adolphe
Monod and F. W, Krummacher, Goulburn, E. M.,
“The Nature of Temptation,” Thoughts on Doy
sonal Religion, page 240,

Verse 8.—S8pencer, Philip Jacob, * The Tempta-
tions of Satan,” in Fish’s History ana Repository
v l..”I/”’ ”’”’i’”"" vol1, page ﬁ]' 5 —The earth is our workhouse. but heaven is

Verse 4,—( rosby, Howard, “The Material and ‘i .

i p oy . our storehouse, This is g place to run in, and
the Spiritual,” The Homile tic Review, September, that 18 a place to rest in o liathan
1885, pag: Cushing, H. C., « Living by the ; ¥ )
Wora,” 7

ie heavens and owns

—God ever sends food from heaven to hLis
down-hearted servants if they will only take it ;
and therefore, if they continue faint and low, it
is their own fault for not seeing and using the
provision laid beside them, the table spread in
the wilderness,— e Lare n,

easury, vol, v, page 667, —Life’s uncertainties give us a new hold upon
the everlasting,— Pvarse,

S —

‘ —As ships meet at sea for g moment together,
Thoughls for the Quiet Hour. when words of greeting must be spoken, and then
away upon the deep, so men meet in this world ;
and I think we should cross no man’s path with
out hailing him, and, if he needs, giving him sup
plies.— Beecher,

~The first appearance, even of the Great De-
liverer, may seem like that of a great destroyer,
but he will at length make himself known as he
is, and allay the fears of his people.— Danies,

—God is not against man. He is aGodof infi- ——
nite love, compassion, and merey. He is more
willing to save than we are to be saved,— Here and There.
Mitehell,

) e last ej vear: the

~It is not enough Christ is born; but to take lw‘c; ":‘t:“;‘:l ‘("“ronl:“Br(i:fi':: :‘;naoo[&;;‘(;':“:;“
benefit by his birth we are to find him, Such a ! & = o s -
one, then, is born, What shall we be the better 9UeSts for charitable, religious, or educational

s y 18 . 8 g, "hese beques 'e
if we find him not v Ag #ood as not born as not Purposes. T hnrn be :!u: st8 have come from four
Known ; to us all one.— Asiivouss hundred and sixty-six men and Women, whose
g -y o v aggregate estates amounted to £380,000,000,

—This is the true liberty of Christ, when a free T 18 at least on Methodist o
man finds himself in love to duty. Not in shrink- 'l. T ']‘ "f L4 “l (DF‘” 'es:l AT b preac 'i"'
ing from our distasteful occupations, but in ful- ‘; ";"fi e fl" Mmluic.(‘l I "” ) ": " ';1_0:"""" -
filling them, do we realize our high origin.—zgy. the First Church in Chicago he reaches to a con-
erison gregation of deaf-mutes.  His name is Philip J,

—It is not so important that man should be """""“'“h‘ of the Rock Rl\'l'r(nnlcren('e.

pleased with us as that God should ; but man’s + « Amid all the honors conferred upon Ad.
favor is more likely to be won in seeking God's mipg) Dewey a Sunday school in a Western city
favor than in any other way.— Trimbull, elected him an honorary member, Whatan “ hon-
—The law threatened, not helped ; com- orary member” of a Sunday school is we have
manded, not healed ; showed, not took away, No means of knowing,
our feebleness ; but it made ready for the phy-
sician, who was to come with grace and truth.— ¢,
Augustine,
~The law was not Moses’s gift, but God’s gift
through Moses : the Gospel, with its grace
truth, is Christ’s OWn, and chis came with hir
mvn,—('m‘r.:/.

+ « « In the republic of Mexico there are said
be one hundred and ten languages and dia-
lects spoken. To assist persons from different
parts of the republic to understand each other
and thepe is a recognized method of manual signs
m to which, according to some travelers, answers the
purpose very well,

++ +« A magistrate of Brooklyn, N. Y., makes
the statement that in eight months 13,800 persons
were brought into the second division of the
magistrate courts of Gireater New York for being
drunk, and 5,731 for disorderly conduet, Nearly
all of the latter were drunk, as well as disorderly.
He estimates that nearly ninety per cent of the

—But what is this strength of Christ that
comes to us? It is his character, his strength,
his purity, his truth, his mercifulness—in one
word, his holiness, the perfectness of his moral
life. That isthe Innrrslrt-nglln-l%iiii,n Brooks,

—Those whoge hearts are not pierced with the
sword of God's word shall certainly be cut down
and destroyed by

d the ax of his judgments.— arrests of Greater New York are the result of the
Burkitt, indulgence in intoxi«-nnng liguors,
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PRIMARY TEACHERS’ DEPARTMENT.

A New Year’s Prayer.
BY K. E. P, WINNIPEG,

Thou art the Lord, the Living God,
The Rock of my Salvation H
To Thee I lift my longing eyes,
And pour my supplication ;
Let me but know that Thou art near
And strong in strength sufficient, I face the
coming year,

Thou art the Lord, my King and God,
Speak, and Thy servant heareth,
Order my footsteps, guide my paths,
Then bright my way appeareth ;
What thou will have me do, make clear,
And with obedient, child-like trust, I face the
coming year,

Thou art the Lord, my Father, God,
Thy goodness changeth never,
In paths of truth and virtue lead,
Nor leave Thy servant ever;
Chide me if wilful, for I fear,
Nought but myself, my sinful self, in all the
coming year,

Three Useful Books,

W have noticed that of all Sunday school
workers the primary teachers are the most eager
to obtain new material and to learn new methods
of teaching, We therefore call attention to three
books which have recently come to our notice,
and will be of service to teachers of little people,
whether at home, in the Sunday school, or in the
Junior League,

One is The Shepherd Psalm, by Josephine Bald-
win; a little book of talks to children on the
twenty-third psalm. Almost every child in the
Sunday school is familiar with this psalm, and
will therefore be interested in the pretty little
stories and thoughts upon it by a skilled and
sensible primary teacher, who knows better than
most just what is suitable for childhood. A little
pamphlet of hints and instructions concerning
the teaching of these talks is bound into the
volume, and will be found helpful. (New York :

Fleming H. Revell Company. Toronto: William
Briggs. 70 pages. Price, 35 cents,)

A second book is Bible Stories without Names, by
the Rev, Harry Smith, M.A. This is an ingenious
arrangement of stories from the Bible, in which

everything is told in a picturesque manner, ex cept
the names of the persons and places. These are to
be guessed or found out by the children. A series
of questions is given with each story ; and to aid
the teacher, a key to the Scripture texts referred
to. This book may be very helpful for Sunday
afternoons with che children. (New York: Flem-
ing H. Revell Com ny. Toronto: William Briggs,
183 pages. Price, 75 cents,)

The third book is The Children's Prayer : Ad-
dresses to the Young on the Lord's Prayer, by
Rev. James Wells, D.D, This differs from the two
other books in being a series of short sermons in
simple language upon the different, petitions in the
Lord's Prayer. The analysis of the prayer in the
first address is ingenious; and the general treat-
ment of the subjects is excellent. (New York:
Fleming H. Revell Company. Toronto: William
Briggs. 189 pages, Price, 75 cents,)

J. L. HURLBUT.

s
Primary Resources,
BY JULIA E, PECK,

It is a great privilege for the primary teacher
to spend her time and strength for her class,
Shall we keep this privilege all to ourselves ? In
trying to shoulder all the primary burdens and
assume all the primary responsibilities, are we
shutting out other helpers who would love to
work for the primary cause if they knew our
need? When we went to that last convention
were we sure that the reason we needed fresh
supplies was because we had exhausted those re-
sources nearest at hand, and used up everything
within reach?

Let us see what resources we have lying idle
in our midst, Here is a young girl who was say-
ing only yesterday that she wished she could be
of some use in church work, She must spend
her days in her wheeled chair, She amuses her-
self with her drawing, painting, and copying
verses in her scrapbook, We need to have sev-
eral songs written, verses copied, and we want
new designs for Easter decoration. The young
girl in her wheeled chair would be delighted to
be of use. She can suggest a number of designs
for decoration, for illumined water color cards,
and will gladly assume the burden of primary
designing, drawing, scroll-work, etc, Thus we
have hours of time gained which we can spend
in Bible study.

Review possibilities in this way : Go to church
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early some Sunday, Take aback seat and watch
people as they come in, asking yourself as each . X
appears, “Of what use can you be in our pri- BY MES. 0. 5. cuapway,
mary department v
Here comes a profe,

Reward Cards,

PRIMARY TEACHERS are frequently troubled at
sional teacher of harmony, the lack of knowledge of the lesson on the part
Who composes songs for bublication, What of the little ones, thrrn-h,\’ncccnsltullugthu spend-
about that song for Children's Day for which we ing of much of the allotted time for teaching
have words, but need new music? Iere comes pon matters that should haye been prepared
a lady who has real talent in writing dainty under the instruction of the mother at home,
verses for dinner parties, who writes birthday leaving only a few moments to hurrh-dly im-
poems, steamer letters, and what not, in a charm- bress vital truths and make personal applica-
ing style, which she undervalues in her modesty. tions,
What could she do if persuaded that hep help
would be greatly needed in writing birthday

There are many homes in almost every locality
where it would be simply an impossibility to in-
verses, offering songs, prayer songs, for our pri- terest the parents at once, but in the majority of

mary department 9 the homes of oup children suggestions kindly

Here is an overgrown boy who considers him- maqe by the teacher are acted upon very
self too big for Sunday school, Let us work him promptly. What, then, is the solution of the
into the primary department in the capacity of problem of unlearned lessons in the school ?
Jjanitor, librarian, or any office which will make In the first place get the home and the
him feel that he is in charge and at the head of Sunday school to work together intelligently
things in that particnlar department, and intentionally, How can this be accom-

Here is a lonely man who consoles himself in plished ¢
his many lonely hours by cultivating a beautifu' 1, Make personal calls upon the parents of
garden, Would he not dedicate a section of his every child in your class.

garden to the primary class, and trim us with 9, Frankly state to the mother your desire to

flowers on all our special occasions ¢ cooperate with her in an earnest purpose to
Here coraes a secular kindergartner, We can teach the child to discern what is of most value
persuade her to give an oOccasional “talk " to fop both time and eternity,

our primary assistants on scientific methods of 3. Assume that she already appreciates the im-

primary teaching, and to furnish us lists of books portance of home preparation of the weekly les-

on child-study, sons, and then explain Your method of using re-
Here comes a lawyer, Of What possible use is ward cards as an incentive with the little ones to
he in the primary department Let mo tell you this end.  She will quickly see the need of her
of one (too modest to let me mention his name) help in the matter if she is an average mother,
who has undertaken the task of defending the After this intercourse in the homes havea little
primary lessons from interruption He guards talk wity your class. Tell them that you have
the doors, allowing no one to Dass through the made sSome very pretty cards in a variety ot
room, which would otherwise he g tramway, shapes (showing them as you procecd\,ande\‘cry
When impatient people urge that the shortest little gir] or boy who comes to Sunday school
way out is the way through the primary room with a well-prepared lesson will have one of
he uses certain forceful argnments which compel these hearts, or crosses, or trumpets, or shields,
them to go around, Such is his enthusiasm for ete., pinned through a bright ribbon to coat op
the cause that he says, laughingly, he will use his drp Then, to make a general point of contact,
fists if his arguments fail, as it were, state your requirements regarding
Plenty of people are idle, as far as the primary * Jessons learned,” op ¢ ey Prepared,” the
department is concerned, who would gladly take Golden Text, the Central Truth, and the an-
hold if persuaded that their help was needed, and swers to the few questions given them the pre-
who will love to do, and do easily and with fresh vious week,
enthusiasm, that which goes hard with an ovep-
worked teacher, This plan gives the teacher
greater freedom to develop new ideas, original cance ; but do not get 4Iis('nllrumr(l; keep on in
ways of working, and more time for study. the good way, and at the end of the quarter yon
Let us not fail to attend the next convention ; will be obliged to invest jn more cardboard for
but let us bring to it all the new ideas gleaned your rewards,
from these previously overlooked neighbors of Why the
ours, and all we have gleaned from our wider Why the ab:
Opportunities to experiment and to study,

At first there will be, perhaps, but one or two
who will grasp the idea and appreciate its signifj.

increase of interest in the lessons
sence of restlessness among the little
ones as the time of closing draws near? The
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answer is manifest. The home has entered into
partnership with the school, and mother-pride,
coupled with mother-love, has made it possible
for you to find many precious moments to bring
within the comprehension of your class the vital
truths of each lesson, and to make plain the spir-
itual applications ; yea, more, you have in some
instances awakened vital intepest upon  vital
thingsnot only in the heart of your pupil, but in
the heart of the mother and father as well,

Here are some suggestions for making reward
cards : Out of cardboard of different tints cut
various shields, trumpots,
Through an eyelet in each tie
a narrow red, white, and blue ribbon. Write
¢ Lesson Reward upon each card, At the
close of the lesson pin upon each child who has
perfectly recited a card, with his or her name and
the date written upon it, Suitable remarks will
add tothe zest when pinning it on. Say nothing
to those not receiving ds, unless it be an ex
pressed belief that Mamie or Jack will have »
card next Sunday, or some such encouraging
words.—From the Westminster Teacher,

articles—crosses,
hearts, stars, ete,

-

“Infinite Possibilities,”
BY LUy g, STOCK,

A LITTLE five-year-old one day astonished his
Sunday school teacher by saying, “I'm going to
be Premier of the Dominion some day, when I'm
a big man,” His pastor heard the remark, and
turning to the teacher, said, “ There are infinite
possibilities within that boy; train him well,”
Likewise are there “infinite possibilities ” withiy
cvery boy,

In the spring of the year the farmer sowed his
seed, carefully dropping it in the best way, at
Just the right time, and in the right place, Why
did he labor so thoughtfully and carefully? It
was because of the possibility of reaping, in the
future, an abundant harvest, The seed was sim-
ply a seed then, a tiny thing of little conse-
quence, but to-day, as we look out over the
ficlds ready for the reaper's sickle, we realize that
within itself were the waving harvests,

S0t is with one branch of our church work—
the Bible school—and in one department of the
school—the primary, Why is such effort put
mto the primary department ?  Qur answer
vomes as before—because of its possibilities,

Many are the possibilities of the primary de-
pertment, but we realize the greatest of all

when we consider the possibilities, the “ infinite
Possibilities,” within each child,

** Christianity honors the child because of its
The child is life in the bud, life

possibilities,

49

unfolding, life developing.” The child is man in
germ. A child seems of little consequence when
singled out from among many hundreds to make
of him an individdal study, but who can esti-
mate the possibilities wrapped up in that tiny
life?

The child is the most valuable thing in
this world, because of its 1
chila»
blue egg

all
sibilities. “Only a
One might as well say, ** Only a little
" but within that frail shell sleeps the
robin, “Only a trickling stream ;” but other
trickling streams will flow into this one, and
with tremendous force, turning wheels and spin-
dles, it will rush on to the sea.

It might have been said of John the Baptist,
“Only a child,” but that child presently, as her-
ald of the King of kings, would stir a nation,

calling it to repentance and righteousne It
might have been said of Abraham Lincoln,

“* Only a child,” but that child soon, by a master
stroke, would break the chains of slavery and
set a down-trodden race free, “Only a child,”
but the child is the man of the future,

It is a solemn thought that within the child are

not only the germs of good, but also the possi-
bilities of evil. Surely we may do much toward
developing the one and repressing the other,
Environment must be taken into consideration ;
heredity as well ; but, after all, training becomes
the great determining influence, The tremen-
dous responsibility resting upon parents and
teachers cannot be expressed in words, Here is
plastic material, and the impress placed upon it
now will remain through life, Ages ago the
birds, picking up their food by the river bank,
left their tracks in the soft mud, To-day we see
those tracks in the solid rock. So it is with the
child.  The impressions made now will remain
as clearly and as permanently defined as the
tracks in the rock ; for, as some one has said,
“* The child’s mind is wax to receive, but marble
to retain,”
Xt to the mother, to the primary teacher is
given the greatest privilege on earth, that of
taking life at its beginning and starting these
little souls in the right path, that path which leads
at last through the gates of the eternal city. To
her is given the privilege and the possibility of
influencing and training future leaders, future
presidents, future ministers, future Christians,

May God give us wisdom, that in leading his
little ones we may always guide them in the
right way, and cause none to stumble, for,
“Whoso shall cause one of these little ones
which believe on me to stumble, it is profitable
for him that a great millstone should be hanged
about his neck, and that he should be sunk in
the depth of the sea,”
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Train the Children to Give.

Hark ! How the wind moans! Ugh! How
the cold cuts! .

The Sunday school room, warm, cosy, sunny,
is such a welcome retreat ! Did you notice that
shivering man at the corner near the church?
Did you see that placard proclaiming an infee-

tious sickness in the freezing shudows of Pov-

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.

FIRST QUARTER,.

LESSON L. (January 7.)
THE B{RTH OF JESUS. Luke 2. 1-16.

Gorpex TEXT: *“Thou shalt call his name Je-

erty Alley? This i3 a season abundant in its gys: for he shall save his people from their sins.”

opportunities for making others happy—the
poor, the hungry, the scantily clad, the indigent
sick. We want such training for our children
that they will think of these people, and not
selfishly live for themselves, One of the grandest
things we ean accomplish is to educate people to
live unselfishly, Let us labor with the beginning
of the people—little children, If a teacher,
through the Sunday school class, should make a
systematie, patient effort to reach the poverty
about it, and keep a record of it, what a beau-
tiful chapter could be filled up by the season’s
»and of what interest it wonld he as a story
up such a record. Make one
he additional stimulus to effort
upter

ol
to be read, I
chapter. On
in such traiving is that it is not just one «
that will be filled, but the child-nature is de
veloped into unselfish activity in after life.
The field of effort widens in every possible di-
rection, and your hoy man-grown, your girl
womiut ywh, will go out to cultivate the wide
field patiently, lovingly, and in the Spirit of

Jesns,

A LITTLE ten-year-old boy came to his mother
“Mamma, 1 have decided

the other day s s
to be a Christiun.”  The mother’s heart leaped
with sudden joy as she made answer, “ Lam very
glad to hear it, dear, but 1 have thought f
time that you loved Jesus and were trying to
please him." o8, he replied, “but some
way I feel a little diffcrent now, and 1 wanted to
come vight and tell you.” At the bedtime hour,
in the good-night prayer with the little one, the
mother thanked God for the answer to her
prayers, and for herlittle Christian boy. The lit-
tle fellow is healthy, happy and jolly, foud of
books, full of play and fun, and there is no f
becoming morbid, because the love of
has entered his heart and life,

The pastor and Sunday school teacher, however
faithful, feel their work incomplete unless sup-
plemented by loving, helpful instruction in the
home. At his mother’s knee the child should be
taught his first lessons of love and obedicnce to
the heavenly Father, his duties to others, and the
associations of the divine element in the every-
day duties of life.

Matt, 1. 21,
Primary Notes.

BY JULIA I JOHNSTON,

Inty ctory. How
beaut new things are
to us, when they are all
fresh and not spoiled.
[A short talk about new
things.] Here we are
with & new year before
us, and a new set of les-
sons for the days to
come, Our Father gives us blessings that are
@ new

Sew every morning,” and to-day he
one for us if we will use it,  But we love the old
things, too, that we have been used to always
We would not give them up,  We do not want
new parents, brothers and sisters, or friends to
take the place of those we have always known
and loved.,  Welong to keep the old, now grown
so dear. 8o, though we have a new set of lessons,
we have still the dear okl story of Jesus and his
Jove. We will learn this little opening hymn
verse,  Some of you know it now.

(Air, I think, when I read,”” Gospel Hymms.)

The lessons are all about Jesus our Lord,
The Saviour who came from above §

Of his wonderful birth, and his life on the earth,
And his goodness and merey and love.

To help us remember the lessons we will make
awall-roll of them, a page for a Sunday. [The
tencher can make this of manila paper of con-
venient size, fastening the sheets, lettered at
honde, with small rings, and running through
them a bone knitting needle or smooth round
stick, allowing them to be turned easily for con
stant review. |

On this first gheet see the letters of the title of
the lesson and the first words of the Golden Text.
Here in the middle is what we are to learn about
especially, *The Wonderful Name.”  [Drill care
fully upon the three things upon the sheet. |

The wonderful child, Who was it that had the
wonderful name? There have been thousands
of dear babies in the world, but never one like
this, whose name was given before He came.

[Tell the story of t
idly as possible, m
the children’s knc
of the journey of J
to pay a certain su
of the crowded inn
tired travelers, and
place, where the ox
who came from he
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The good news, |
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[Tell the story of the Bubo of Bethlehem as viv-
idly as possible, making the point of contact
the children’s knowledge of little babies, Tell
of the journey of Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem
to pay a certain sum of money, as commanded ;
of the crowded inns, the stable that received the
tired travelers, and of the coming into that lowly
place, where the oxen ate, of the little Lord Jesus,
who came from heaven to save us, and became a
little child to grow up and do his work here,]

The good news, The wonderful news of Jesus's
coming had to be told at once, It was too good
to keep. God let the angels tell it,  This was the
only time they had the chance, Ie lets his peo-
ple tell it now. Some shepherds watching their
sheep through the night, just doing the work
they had to do, heard the angels’ song and saw
the bright light in the sky. They were frightened,
but were soon told not to be afraid, Then, O the
wonderful song they heard after the good tidings
of great joy ! As soon as it was told that Jesus
was born and where he would be found, then sud-
denly ever and ever so many bright angels came
to sing the praise of God, who gave his Son to us
1o bring peace on earth and good will to men,
Do you suppose any of the angels refused to sing
or felt sorry to be sent to Jjoin the song?  "Then,
surely, we who have the chance now to tell about
Jesus and sing his praise ought to he glad to
doit.

The wonderful name, We must now 20 hack to
this.  Why was this baby called Jesus 9 [Repeat
Golden Text.] What is a name for? It stands
for the person,  He is called by it.  When you

peak the name you think of the one who be

It. Bome names have a beautiful meaning,  This
name has, There is no other name like it, here op
I heaven. It means Saviour. We need to be
saved from sin, Jesus can do it and will, e
mukes the wonderful name come true, for he
does save us,  Shall we do as the shepherds did ¥

When they heard that Jesus had come, a wonder-
ful Saviour, they said, *“ Let us go now and find

5l

him.”  They hurried away to Bethlehem to find
Jesus.  Did anyone ever try to find him and not
do it? O never, never! They found the child
Jesus, just as the angels had said, and in the very
place. Then they told it everywhere, It was
such good news that they had to do as the angels
did—tell it out,

Jesus calls you by your names, Ile knows
them every one. Do You speak to him by his
dear name ? Doyou loveit? Do youever speak
it carelessly, as if it meant very little?  Never do
that, It is too wonderful !

Kindergarten Hints,

BY JULIA B, PECK,

GOLDEN TExT: ¢
unto us a son is given: and his name shall be
called Wonderful,” s, 9. 6,

For unto us a child is born,

HINTS ON METHOD,

Let us make this a memory lesson, and a good
deal more than a memory lesson, We make
ful preparation to present the lesson in story
shape, yet in such shape that the children
memorize it without conscious effort, just from
hearing it vepeated frequently during the quarter,
Anything worth their memorizing must be made
simple, direct, complete,

Let us use, as far as possible, direet quotations
from the Bible, In ition the teacher
writes and arranges the items so carefully that
with frequent reviewing the child
give the incidents of the
a foundation for onp
children to be interested in and to love 1
for its own sake,

As a supplemental lesson we talk of a time
long ago when only part of the Bible was written,
and we refer now, and will have frequent ocea-
sion to refer later, to the promise as given in the
unfinished Bible, Let the children hear some-
thing of that time long azo in that far country
where men studied their unfinished Bible, hoping
and praying for a Saviour,

To-day we use our Golden Text in this con-
nection, and also explain Isa. ¢ The people
that walked in duarkness have seen a great light—
the light of love, the licht of God’s promise of a
Saviour,

1 are able to
in their order, As
'S course we want the
IS story

BIRTIT OF JESUS,

Shepherds were in their ficlds watching theip
flocks by night, An angel of the Lord stood by
them, A light shone around them, and they
were afraid. The angel said to the shepherds,
*“ Be not afraid, I bring you good news of great
joy, for there is born to you, and to all people
this day, in the v of Bethlehem, a Saviour, Ye
shall find the babe lying in a manger,” And
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suddenly, like a bright cloud aboye them, there
was with the angel a host of angels praising God
and saying, ** Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace, good will toward men,” When
the angels soared away into the heavens the shep-
herds said, “Let us g0 to Bethlehem and see
the Babe.” They came hurriedly and found
Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in the
manger.

dJoseph and Mary had come from Galilee to
the city of Bethichem, and found lodging in a
stable, because there was no room for them in
the crowded inn, The mother wrapped up the
Babe and laid him in a manger, When the shep-
herds saw the bg by Jesus lying in his manger-
cradle they told of the message and song of the
. The shepherds went back to their flocks,
praising God that the Christ had come,

The mother watching over the holy Babe, hid
all these things in her heart,

STAR IN TIHE EAST.

Now, when Jesus was born, in the time of
Herod the king, wise men from the east came
to Herod, saying, “ Where is he that is born King?
for we saw his star in the east, and are come to
worship him.”  Herod was troubled, and called
together certain men who had studied the un-
finished Bible, and asked them where the Christ
should be born, Th iswered, “In Bethlehem,
for so the promise is written,” retly
alled the wise men, and learned of them care-
fully what time the star was seen, lle sent
them to search for the young child, and said,
““When ye have found him, bring me word, that
1 also may worship him.” Having heard the
King, the wise men went their way; and the star
which they saw in the east went before them, till
it stood over where the young child was, When
they saw the star they rejoiced.  They came into
the stable and saw the young child with his
mother, and they worshiped him ; and opening
their treasures, they offered him gifts of gold,
&pices, and rare perfumes. God warned the
wise men that they must not go back to Herod,
and they went home by another way to their
own country, God warned Joseph that Herod
would seek to hurt the child, Joseph took the
Babe and his mother by night and went into
Egypt.

Herod se

LESSON I1. ary 14.)
THE CHILD JESUS VISITS JERUSA-
LEM. Luke 2. 41-52,
GOLDEN TEXT: “ And Jesus inereased in wis-

dom and stature, and in favor with God and
man, Luke 2, 52,

(Ja
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Primary Notes,

Iutroductory, Draw up-
on the board or show
pictures of bud and blos-
som of the apple, also the
fruit, and a blade of
wheat, and the full-cared
stalk.

It is winter now, but,
hidden safe under the
snow’s white blanket, or curled up snug and

warm and packed away in the branches of the
tree, are the blossoms that will waken in the
spring.  Where the wheat is to grow lie the tiny
grains, in the dark below the ground. By and
by the sunbeams will whisper to them,and the
raindrops will give them a drink jand on the
trees and in the ground the blossoms and the
green little blades will uncurl in the light. Are
they not beautiful # Welove to look at them, and
suy they are perfect, 8o they are, as far as they
go. But would an apple tree full of lovely pink
blossoms all year long be the best sort of an apple
tred Would a field of green blades give us
flour for our bread? What does the bud on the
apple tree do? It grows and grows into a full
flower, and then the pink and white fall off and
there is a wee apple.  What does that do 9 It
grows and grows, and by and by it is ripe and
ready to eat. That was what the blossom was
for. And in the field the blade becomes the
stalk of wheat ; and the ear of wheat, with its
many little grains, grows full and vellow, and
at last is ready to be ground into fiour, If blos

som and grain stayed exactly the same and never
grew, would they make food for us, as God in

tended they should ¢

Think of the dear little babjes, How sweet and
perfect they seem, but every day they grow, and
welove to see them getting bigger and stronger,
learning something every day. Now we have
been talking about growing, and on our ban wer
see written, “Growing and Growing.” Thisisall
because Jesus kept on growing and growing, us
any child would, only he was different from any
child that ever lived, because he never did wrong.
Let us think about

The Child Jesus at home, Luke, who wrote this
story, as the Holy Spirit told him to, tells us that
Jesus lived in the home at Nazareth (see map),
and grew larger and stronger hearted day by day
The blossom becomes the apple, and the blade
the full stalk of wheat, but the baby grows iuto
a boy and then into a man, and Luke tells us
that Jesus not only grew larger and stronger,
hut he kept growing in favor with God and man
that is, he was more and more pleasing to God
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and to everyone about him. They looked on
him with favor—that is, with love and pleasure,
In the carpenter shop at Nazareth Jesus helped
his father Joseph, and I am sure he could do many
things for the busy carpenter,  Whatever he did
he did well, Do yousuppose he ever grumbled
orleft part of his work undone ? Never. When
Mary, his mother, called him he came quickly,
and when she wanted him to do anything for her
he went about it without waiting, and with a
happy face. O to be like Jesus in the home,
Krowing and growing day by day, and always
pleasing our Father, God, and those about us,
But now, when Jesus was twelve years old, he

went on a visit, as the lesson tells us, and we"

have

Jesus in the temple,
been to go,
house,

[Describe the long journey, and the manner of
it, the Child Jesus’s behavior in the temple, his
pleasure in the place where he learned so much,
and told others so much that he was sorry to go
away. Picture the departing procession of trav-
clers, the anxious return and search, and the
finding of the Boy who so loved his Father's
house. ]

Jesus thought that his business, the thing he
was made for, was to find out and to do what his
heavenly Father wished, That is our business
100,

When Mary wanted her son to go home he
went cheerfully, and in the Nazareth home and
in the carpenter shop he obeyed his parents as
before, growing, day by day, taller and older, but
Wiser and wiser, and in favor with God anaq
nian.

Weare growing day by day. We can't help it,
Wecan't be younger to-day than yesterday, We
are older. But are we growing better and bet-

How glad he must have
for it was his heavenly Father's holy

GROWING DAY By DAY

ter? 0 let us grow as Jesus did, at home and
in God’s house,

{Drill on title, text, and words on wall-roll, Ex-

Jor the Young, by

53

plain clearly the words of the text, and empha-

size the’ thought of growing day by day.]
Kindergarten Hints,

T: “1 delight to do thy will, 0

my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.”

Psa. 40, 8,

GoLpes

HINTS ON METHOD,

We plan a course for the year which will give
the children a comprehensive but brief and sim-
ple account of the life of Christ.  We are to get
itin such shape that the children can memorize
it largely, We study the end from the begin-
ning, that the course may be a complete who "
each lesson growing out of the one preceding it ;
the process a gradual unfolding,

A helpful book in studying the life of Christ
from the child’s point of view is A Life of Christ
Georgo L., Weed, published by

George W. Jacobs & Co., Philadelphia. (60
cents.) For the teacher’s study, to get the main

features of the life of Christ in briefest possible

shape, read Stalker's of Christ, published by
American Tract Society, New York, The teacher
will find exc ingly useful as supplemental les-
SOns or as opening exercises the chapters on
*God the Son on Earth,” in a little book by
George L. Weed, called @reat Truths Simply Told,
{['hil;nh-lphiu:(iwu'p,r L. Harris & Sons,) Adapt-
able to the kindergarten grade, and suggestive of
a unique method of teaching, is a little book by
William E., MelL nnan, called /n His Footsteps, All
these can be ordered from William Briggs, Toronto,

SUPPLEMENTAL LESSON.,

The lesson story opens where all danger is
over, and the Child is brought safely to his home,
The children learn to call the land where Jesus
lived the “1loly Land.,” We describe the beau-
ties of the fields and hills of Nazareth, the tropi-
cal fruits, and the brilliunt  flowers, While
children are interested in pictures of people op
animals, they are indifferent to pictures and de-
seriptions of scenery unless told what boys and
girls could do or could find amid the scenes
described,  Our deseription, with the aid of
pictures of N, zareth, can be given in this way :
When Jesus was a boy he could £0 with other
children to gather wild tulips and poppies in the
ficlds, or to climb hills where they conld see
Snow-capped mountains, higher than they could
hope to climb, towering above them, We show
a picture of a house which is *“like the home
where Jesus lived.”  We deseribe the manner of
living in that tropical country where housetops
were ** used as rooms.” Jesus and his little com-
panions went to school in what we would call a
chapel, ‘“ 8ynagogue,” they called it, Seripture
lessons were learned from the lips of the teacher,

D
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for there were no

ibooks,  Jesus was stand what is best for the place and the persons,
taught at home to pr:

Yy and no doubt his mother In Africa, where the wild and savage black people
belped him with his Scripture lessons,  When  live who know very little about anything good,
desus was old enough to read the Seriptures his there are only erooked, rough paths. If a log or

parents went on a three days’ Jouruey to God's stone is in the way, they go around it, and never
holy house in a distant city, and they took the think to move it. So 1L ds very hard to travel in
child with them, that country. A good rowd means a great deal

[After deseribing the Eastern mode of travel tell of work
that the child Jesus could take his turn with the hag
other children of the caravan in riding or walk-

\ straight, smooth way does not just

1o be ina certain place, [t must be pre-
and ifanything makes this rough,it must be
ing, or in helping when the tents were pitched : cast out, so that people can pass along ily and
but it probably took strong men or women to safely, Long ago, when ki S went on journeys
fill the heavy water skins from the deep wells, in the stern lunds, they sent a messenger, or,
When the way was desolate or lon Iy they all as he was called, a herald, to cleg

the way be-
Joined in singing hymns to the musie of harps  fore the journey, and to sce that the roads were
ana drums,l smooth and ready,

MEMORY LESSON,

His parents went every year to the feast at
Jerusalem, When he was twelve years old they
went as usual to the feast of the passover, When
they went home the boy Jesus st yed behind in
the city, and his parents knew it not, but, sup-
posing him to be in the caravan, they went a
day’s journey ; and they sought for him there
among their friends : and when they found him
not they went back to Jerusalem seeking for
him.  After three days they found him in the
temple (God’s holy house), sitting in the midst
of the doctors, hear
tions, All that heard him were amazed at his
sayings. When Mary and Joseph saw him they
were astonished, and the mother said : “8Son,
why hast thou thus troubled us? Thy father
and I looked for thee sorrowing.” Jesus said :
“How is it that ye sought me? Did ye not know
that I must be in my Father’ They o T — £ T
even then to understand the need of his work E

iy " i1 Is this whole world prepared for him?  No, in-

among men as their Saviour. While Mary hid . =
all his sayings in her heart, the child Jesus went 9¢ed: ”“","_' Is "!'"'h to be done before Jesus
home with them, and was obedient unto them, ~ ©OMes 4 King over all. e might do all the
4 s <y work himself, but he does not choose to He
LESSON II1. (January 21.,) Wwill not do what he thinks best to have us do,

THE PREACHING OF JOHN THE BAP- !le might have us live without eating, but h
TIST. Luke 8. 1-17. gives us food, and leaves us to eat it or nul as

GOLDEN Text: “ Prepare ye the way of the welike. He gives what we need to make clothes,
" 2 but does not make them forus, He stands ready
Lord.” Luke3. 4. to lead us, but wantsus to put our hands in his of
Primary Notes, ourown will. The Lord wants the way made ready

Tutroductory. Who for him in this world, and there are many things
knows anything about to be cast out in order to do this, Among other
road-making?  What is very great cvils there are the saloon and the
a road for? Can one selling and drinking of strong drink. If these
man build a wide, good things were taken out of the way, O how soon
road all by himself» Jesus might come into some places where now
No; it takes many men heis not seen or known. See this picture of a
working together, Good road, with stumbling-stones in it that need to be
roads are found in coun- taken out of the way. This is the temperance
tries where people know something and under- road, but you see it is not clear, It needs to Le

Our lesson to-day is about preparing the way.
It is written on our wall-roll, * Preparing the
f and our Golden Text tells whose way,
[Drill on these, with title of lesson, )
count of John
the Baptist, and explain the wopd preaching.”
Describe his lonely life in the wilderness, alone
with God much of the time, yet called often to
preach to a great many people who came to hear
him, and to ask, “ What must wedo?”  Impress
the truth that repentance was his text, meaning
such sorrow for sin as would lead to putting it
away, and teach that John was sent to make
ready the way for Jesus in people’s hearts by
preaching to them that they must cast out what
would keep the Lord from coming in. John did
not prepare the way for himself, but for Jesus,
saying, “One is coming who is mightier
than 1.”"]

The lesson,  [Give a very short g
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prepared.  Tere is the stone Strong Drink, and
another called First Gias for have
fallen over that ; and Afraid to Say No is another
great stone in the way that is not clear for the
coming of Jesus, Besides these large ones to he
taken out there are 1y little ones, and, most
of all, there are the little Don't Care stones,  1f
people only cared enough, the way might he
cleared for Jesus, but they don't,

¥

SO Tany

Who must prepave the way ¢
workmen to make a good road,
alone, as John prepared ()

It tukes many
One can’t do it
¢ way for Jesns long

ago. Al must work, and cven children can
help. They can love, and ur il work, a
pray. The work cannot e done ina day, but

every day something may he
perance work,

O little workers, how muny of you are
making the way ready for Jesus »
into your own hearts first,
ready to help others,

* There are so many stones in that path be-
tween here and the n
boys.

* Take them ont,” said {heir futher,
“There are so many,*

busy
Let him come
Then you will he

ghbor's,” grumbled some

*eried the boys
“Take one out every time :
ther, and they did.
clear,

¥ this plan and don't he diseouraged,

aid fa-
By and by the way was all

You pass,

. A AR
Kindergarten Hints,

GoLDEN TexT. “ Blessed are the pure in
Leart : for they shall see God.”  Matt, 5, 8,

‘ Shew me thy ways, O Lord ; teach me thy
paths.”  Psa, 25, 4,

SUPPLEMENTAL LESSON.

In the land where Jesus lived it was the cus-
tom when a great ruler was coming into a town
tosend a messenger called a ‘“herald,” that he
might with a flourish of trumpets announce to
the people of that place, “ Make the way ready
for the coming of this mighty man ;" and the

(9 a5

people would prepare to give their distinguished
guest honors which we would call patriotie,”
Men were also sent 1o mend roads or make paths
for the great ruler, that he might ride safely to
his journey's end, Ewphasize : The wWay must be
made Save. e must have a welcome,
the King of heaven, must Lave

Jesus,
a lierald to

Ye ready the way

uo
before * him, saying, * Mak
of the Lord ; mal his paths straizht.”
ple understood quite well h
carthly ruler,

Peo-
way to honor un
How do we honor the representa
tive of the Que
all how to honor heavenly ruler, though Tian;
of them had read or heard the Seripture promise
of the coming of the Lord While a
herald of an carthly ruler would make
for a patriotic celebration, the l rald of the Lord
Christ could do nothing of the kind, even though
His
Get your souls ready for the

! People understood not at

Chirist.

hie had the heart and courage of a soldier,
message wonld be: *
coming of the Lord. Confess and feel sorry for
Only the pure in heart will be fit to
receive the Christ,”

your sins,

Review the last lesson, and connect by stat-
ing that, while the boy Jesus was growing up
in the carpenter's home in Nazareth, another
boy in a distant village was growing sturdy
and strong; for he had heen promised of God,
even before he came into the world,
ald of Christ the Saviour,
was

as a her-
This promise of God
fulfilled at a very solemn time, A preacher,
Zacharias, was praying in the church, and hun-
dreds of people were praying outside, when an
angel of the Lord appeared before Zacharias,
This man was lonely, for he had no children, The
angel brought Lim a message from the Lord,

MEMORY LESSON.

When the angel appeared Zacharias was trou-
bled and afraid. “Thou shalt have,” said the
angel, “a son, and shall call his name John,
Thou shalt have joy and gladness in this son,
Many shall rejoice at his birth. e shall be full
of the Ioly Spirit. Many shall he turn from
evil ways to the Lord, Ie comes to turn hearts
from disobedience, to make people ready for the
Lord,”

SUPPLEMENTAL LESSON.

The praying people wondered why the preacher
stayed so long in the church, When Zacharias
came out he could not speak to them. When
the son was born, and Zacharias, as the angel
had said, could speak again, he told about the
angel’s message that this son was the herald of
the Lord Christ. All that heard these things treas-
ured them in their hearts, saying, “ What, then,
shall this child be 2" For the hand of the Lord
was with him.

* Thou, ¢hild,” said Zacharias, “ shall be called

e
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the prophet of the Most High ; for thou shalt dark, but she sang to her baby and the wee girl
80 before the Lord to make ready his ways,” was not afraid. She knew the voice, She would
When the child grew to be a young man he have cried if a stranger had called to her in a
went to live in a place where he could think and loud tone, but now she was quicted and went
pray all the days without being disturbed. We to sleep,
describe the desert, fc od, and raiment of John, Another, an older child, was away from home,
and keep before the class the purpose of John in  8ome one wanted the little visitor to do wrong,
waiting to be sent as herald, The peoplesaw thata *I can’t do it,"” was the answer, « Why not 9
strange, wild-looking man came outof the desert. came the question.  “Ican hear mamma’s voice
He wore a dress of skins, carried a staff, and in my heart, saying, ¢ Don’t,” and 1 always listen
stood on the river bank shouting to the people to mamma’s voice,”
who crowded around him, Look at this picture You understand, don’t you, how we can hear
and see the faces of his listeners, They look g voice in our hearts, and know whose it is?
frightened, sorry, interested, astonished. Why? There is one dear voice that often calls to us,
What is John saying? Quote Mark 1. 2 and Itisour Father's voice, and it comes from heaven,
Luke 8. 5. That sounds like the message of See on our wall-roll to day these words: “The
@ herald.  *Make the way ready. Make the Voice of God.” In our text we will learn what
paths straight,”  Shall they begin to make new words the Voice spoke. [Drill on this.] The
roads, and prepare for a patriotic welecome ?  Bible story to-day tells us something about Jesus
John holds them spellbound with his message.  which made his Father well pleased,
It is an object lesson about pathsand ways. The 77, lesson, [Describe vividly the coming of
way for the Christ must be made straight into Jesus to John and asking to be baptized ; John’s
their souls. The crooked ways of sin must be reluctance, and the reason s and Jesus's desire to
made straight, and rough paths of disobedience do everything well pleasing to God, Impress
must be smoothed out. Those who were truly  the children with the solemnity of the scene, and
sorry for sin, and ready to be made purein heart, with deepest reverence of manner, tone, and feel-
fit tomeet the Christ, were baptized as a sign of ing, picture the coming of the gentle dove, and
their promise, the voice of God sounding from the sky, touch-
“ What else must we do,” suid the listeners, jng the hearts of those who heard, and now com-
“to make the way ready and the paths ingtnnnrlu'urls‘lu-du,\‘. Go on with the story
straight # " “ He that hath two coats, let himgive of the temptation, following close after this
to him that hath none ; apd he that hath food, wonderful time, and make clear the three temp
let him feed the hungry,” « Are you the Christ 97 tations, in which Satan tried to make the Savionp
asked the people, “1 am only his herald. 1 yge his great power at his enemy’s command,
am unworthy to unloose his shoes,” said John. also to run a foolish risk for sake of provin
John preached day aftep day, heralding the
Christ who should soon come among them, even

FLgr)
promise, and, finally, to worship the evil one
himself. These were only three of the many,
to that very river bank where 1, ¥ were pledging many temptations of Satan, so that now the
by baptism to make the y ay ready, Lord Jesus knows just how to feel for thos
whom the evil one tempts in many ways,
LESSON 1V, ary 28.) Especially impress the manner of fighting
THE BAPTISM AND TEMPTATION OF temptation with the word of God, rightly used,
JESUS., Matt. 3. 13 to 4. 11, for Satan can use it wrongfully., Teuach the littl
GoLpeN TEXT, “This ig my beloved Son, in ones how to use Scripture, mentioning tempta
whom I am well Pleased.”” Matt, 8. 17, tions apt to come to them, and the command oy
promise that may bhe used, as, when coaxed 1o
disobey parents, remember the word, “ Children
Introductory. A little obey your parents ” when tempted to be afraid
child was in the dark. think of the word, “Fear nof or to be cre
She could not see her the command, “Be ye kind one to another,”|
mother's face, nor even When Satan found he could not make Jesi:
touch herhand. Mamma  sin he left him. Then the angels from heaven
Sat not far from the little came down to serve the Saviour, The place was
bed, though, and the lonely no longer. He was faint and hungry no
baby knew she was there. longer, and again he must have heard his Father's
How did she know? She voice saying, *“ Tam well pleased,”
heard her mother's voice, Mamma’s hands were Why was God well Pleased?  For two reasons,
busy with some knitting that she could do in the and he will be Pleased with us, his little
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children, his youngest children, for the same
reasons, if we do as Jesus did. First, Jesus,
the Son, did what the Father wished. It was
to please God that Jesus came to be bap-
tized. He had pleased his Father all his life in
Nazareth, and while he grew in wisdom and
stature, as we learned last Sunday. It was not
strange that Jesus kept on doing what was well
pleasing. If we begin at the very beginning of
life to do what our Father in heaven wishes us
to do, it will grow easier, and we shall love to do
it more and more. We cannot do it perfectly, as
Jesus did, but we can keep trying, and keep do-
ing better,

Then Jesus pleased his Father, not only by
what he did, but by what he would not do. e
would not listen to Satan’s temptations, He
would not give up to that wicked one 3 he would
not do wrong, no matter how often he was
asked,

Now, if God was well pleased with Jesus,
ought we not to be ? Ought we not to love him,
and try to be like him ?

Listen Jor God's voice, Our Father speaks to us
from above. If we do not hetr his voice, it is
because we do not listen, It will not sound
aloud from the sky, as it did that day long ago by
the Jordan River, but it will speak in the Bible,
which is his word, and it will speak in ourl 3
We need never be afraid of it if we are ple
him,

This
ismy
beloved

It is written.

Kindergarten Hints,
GOLDEN TEXT: “ ¥or he shall give Lis angels

charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways,”
Pra. 91, 11,

HINTS ON METHOD,

The children are all so interested in John
the Baptist's desert life that we can make a
ureat deal of our review to-day, and, with their
help, bring it easily to the point where John is
heralding his glorious news, “Christ is coming,

CHOOL BANNER,
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Get ready to meet him.” We also bring out the
question of the listeners, *“ What shall we do?”
with John's reply, ¢ Repent of your sins, turn
from disobedience, and be generous to the poor,’”

SUPPLEMENTAL LESSON.

Jesus had already left his home in Nazareth,
We look at the picture, ““ Jesus's Farewell to his
Mother,” and we also study the picture of John
preaching on the banks of the Jordan, Jesus is
coming toward this river, With a diagram ap-
proximately correct in outline we show on the
blackboard the direction in which Jesus would
come from his home. Will all these people be
ready in a few hours to meet the Christ? Many
of them refuse to believe that the Christ is at
hand, refuse to listen to his herald, refuse to get
ready to meet their Lord. But many others are
truly sorry for their sins, have been baptized, and
watch prayerfully for the coming of the Lord.

Even now, while the Christ is very near them,
almost in sight, the believers who are trying to
be pure in heart and fit for their Master’s com-
ing are entirely mistaken about the way of his
coming. They look for One who will come like
this: [Show picture of a king in a chariot leading
his brave men to battle.] Walking quictly across
the fields, coming quietly among John'’s listen-
ers, who should know this gentle stranger? Do
you think John knew him? Was there some-
thing in his face to show that he was the only
one in that large gathering who was perfectly
good ¥

MEMORY LESSON,

Then came Jesus from the home in Nuzareth,
to be baptized of John. But John would have
hindered him, saying, * I need to be baptized, of
thee, and comest thou to me? " But Jdesus said,
“Allow it now, for we must carry out all right
things.” Then Johnallowed him, And Jesus,
when he was baptized, went up from the wate
and lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he
saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and
coming upon him; and lo, a voice out of the
heavens saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased. ™

If the children have not been drilled on the
lesson at home, we would prefer to postpone,
for the present, the account of the temptation ot
desus, If, however, the children have heard it
at home, we wish to avoid an occasion for the
pitiful complaint,which has once or twice reached
our ears, “‘Teacher did not hear me say my
lesson.”

We let the children who have been taught of
the temptation of Jesus tell it in their own way.,

D




b8

Their ideas, if expressed with entipe freedom,
Will help us in handling the subjeet more wisely,
We avoid showing a picture of the descent of
the Spirit, as their ideas are already proving that
they grasp the material side of the picture at the
expense ot its spiritual lesson,  When the Spirit
ot God rested on the head of Je sus he was given
You |
heard of the miracles of healing and saving, You
may tell of one,

“all power in heaven and on earth.” ve

Let us choose the miracle of

the loaves and fishes.  Before Je sus tried to use

his great powers he was forced to go into a
lonely place that he mizht, as we suppose from
this lesson, understand bt wfter thinking and
praying, what his great power could do for him-
self and for those he

It was then
he was tempted by the spirit of all evil to use

came to save,

his gifts selfishly totuke glorious things for him-
self. Why did Jesus come v Do yon think he
listened to the 1 mpting thoughts?  Jesus came
out of that lonely place to give himself to his
brothers and sisters all over the world. e comes
gently and quietly among us every day.  Ieasks
us to notice the things that hinder us from help-
ing our brothers and siste s, and to give them
up, following in his footsteps,

Whisper Songs for January,

FIRST LESSON,

On a far-off Christmas day

Jesus in a manger lay,

Aud the angels at his birth

Sang the song of ** Peace on earth,”

SECOND LESSON

Like a lily in the sun

Girew ingrace the Holy One,
In the grace of Jesus so

May his little children grow,

THIRD LESSON,

When a holy voice is sent

Saying to our hearts, ¢ Repeut,”
Jesus, Saviour, take us in

Save thy little flock from sin,

FOURTH LESSON,

When the tempter’s voice I hear,
Jesus, Saviour, be thou near ;
Let thy holy voice within

Be my sure defense from sin,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,
First Quarter,
Tiacher. The Lord is my shepherd ;
Class. 1 shall not want,
7. e maketh me to lie down in greer pitse
tures
O He leadeth me beside the still waters,
. e restoreth my soul :
. He leadeth mein the paths of righteousness
for his name’s sake,
7% Yea, though I walk though the valley of the
shadow of death, T will fear no evil :
. For thouart with me ; thy rod and thy staft
they comfort me.
7. Thou preparest a table before me in the
presence of mine enemies ;
", Thou anointest my
runneth over,
7. Surely goodness and merey shall follow me
all the days of my life :
L And T will dwell in the house of the Lord
forever,
Prarsg.*

7. What is it to pray ?

. To speak with our Father in heaven,

7. In what spirit should we come to him ?

. In the spirit of loving reverence,

7. Let us all pray. (It iswell to vary this sery
ice of prayer from time to time.  Some
times the teacher may lead in a concert
prayer; again, a little prayer may be
softly sung ; and now and then an echo
prayer may be offered, Always close the
service with the Lord’s Prayer.)

GivinG Sona,

head with oil ; my cup

RONG 0F

(The children never seem to tire of “ Hear the
pennies dropping,” sung as they march
past teacher, who holds the receptacle to
receive the offerings.)

Bintunay Orrerina,
LEssoN Tavenr,
Ecno Prayen,

SINGING. (A motion song preferably,)

GoLpeN TEx P DRILL—SUPPLEMENTARY Wonk

CLosiNG Worbs (said or sung),

“ Dear Saviour, ere we part,
We lift our hearts to thee,
In gratitude and Ppraise,
For blessings full and free,

*Go with us to our homes,
Watch o’er and keep us there,
And make us, one and all,
The children of thy care.”
Mizran,

e —
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ELPS TO THE STUDY OF THE

S
Sunday School Lessons for

1900

A Commentary on the
1900, Studies in the Lite
loubet, D.D., and M, A,

Peloubet’s Seleet Notes.

Sunday School Lessons fo
of Christ, By Rev. F,
Peloubet

Cloth, #1.25,
e Notes, A guide to the study of the
ational Sung School Lessons for 1000, By

Hurlburt and Doherty. Cloth, $1,25,

homs. A series of sermons on the

chool Lessons for 1900, By eminent

preachiers. Cloth, 1,25,

Golden Text 0ks, 1900, and Bible Faets.
dets, each, 35ets. per doz

r's Bible.

W. By Rev. J. M. Munro Gibson, Cloth,

#1.10,
St. Mark. By Dean G, A, Chadwick, D.D, Cloth,
#1.10,
8t, Luke. By Rev. H. Burton, M,A. Cloth, $1.10.
St. John. By Rev. Prof. Marcus Dods, D.D. 2 vols,
Cloth, ¢ $1.10.
Matthew Henry's Con
net, §7.50.

y. 6 vols. Cloth,

mmentary. 6vols. Cloth, net,

The Land and the Book; or Biblical Ilustrations
drawn from the manners and customs, the scenes
and scenery of the Holy Land. By Rev. W. M.
Thomson, D.D, Cloth, $2,50.

The Proper Names of the Bible, Their ortho.
graphy, pronunciation and signification. By John
Farrar.  Cloth, 50cts,

Eible Hlustrations. A series of plates illustrating
biblical versions and antiquities, an appendix to
Helps 1o the Study of the Bible. Cloth, 40cts,

Helps to the Study of the Bible, Comprising sum-
maries of the several books, with copious explanatory
notes and tables, illustrative of Scripture history and
the characteristics of Bible Lands, emhodying the
results of the most recent researc! e8, together with a
dictionary of proper names, a biblical index, concor-
dance new series of maps. Cloth, 60cts,

Helps to the Study of the Bible, Including in-
troduction to the several books, the history and anti-
quities of the Jews, the results of modern discoy-
eries, and the natural history of Palestine, with
copious tables, concordance and indices, and a series
of maps. Oxford Press, Cloth, §1.50,

Harmony of the Gospels in the words of the author-
ized version, Following the harmony of the Gospels
in Greek. By Edward Robinson, D,D., LL.D., with
explanatiory notes, and references to parallel and
illustrative ‘passages,  Edited by Benjamin Davis,
Ph.D.  Cloth, 50cts,

A Harmony of the Gospels. Being the life of Jesus
in the words of the four evangelists, Arranged by
W. H. Withrow, D.D,, F.R.8.C,, from the Revised
Version of the New Testament. Cloth, 50cts,

Tle' HMerods, By F.W. Farrar, D.D,, F.R.S. Cloth

1.25,
“Full of Interest.”—7he Times,

Women of the New Testament, By Walter P
Adeney, M.A, Cloth, %1
A series of unusually beautiful studies in woman

hle for

Is and Colleges,
Matthew,  Edited by | y
1y

Vo A, Carr, M A, Cloth,

D.D. Cloth, $1.45
y DD, Cloth, 75ets,
MA, DD, Cloth,

Luke. By Rev, F W. Farr:
Mark i

Macle:
A. Plummer,

St. John,
1

iller Cambridge Bing
St. Matthew, By Re
St. Mark. By Rey ; 3
St. Luke, By Frederic W, Farrar, D D,
John. Hy Rev. A, Plummer, M.A. Cloth, 3
urables of our Lord, By Marcus Dods, D.D
First series, The parables recorded by St. Matthew.

e

fihe Lor’, By Marcus Dods, D. D,
The parables recorded by St. Luke.

s,
Cloth, $1.25.

The R Land in Geography 1]
By Townsend Mac( ‘oun, M.A, A

Vol. 11, History. Illustrated with 5:
net, §2.00

Jesus Christ the Divine Man, His Life and
Times. By Rev, J Vallings, M.A.  Cloth, 90cts.

St Matithew's W *s8 10 words and works of
the Lord, or Our Saviour's life, as revealed in the
gospel of His earliest evangelist. By Francis W.
Upham, LL.D, Cloth, §1.20.

Studies In Mark's Gospel,
Robinson, D.D, Cloth, $1.50,

The Bible Text-Book; or the ‘prinl'lpll texts relating
to the persons, places, and su hjects occurring in the
Holy Scriptures, Cloth, net, #,00.

The Two St. Johns of the New Testament
By James Stalker, D.D, Cloth, $1.25,

An Ilustrated Comment Y _on the Gospel
according to 8t. John.  For family use and
reference, and for th great body of Christian workers
of all denominations, By Lyman Abbott, D.D,
Cloth, $1,50,

Suggestive Hlustrations on Matthew. Illustra-
tions from all sources, picturesque Greek words, et
By Rev. F. N, Peloubet, D.D, Cloth, $1.25,

Suggestive Illustrations on the Gospel of
John., For the use of pastors, Sunday-school
teachers, leaders of prayer meetings and the home,
By Rev. F. N. Peloubet, D.D, Cloli, $1.25,

The Life of Christ.
By Frederic W, Farrar, D,D, R.S. Cloth,
By Frederic W, Farrar, D.D,, F.R.S. Cloth,

The Life of Jesus Christ, By James Stalker, D.D,
Cloth, 60cts,

n History,
3 (imnxm‘ph).
maps. Cloth

By Rev. Charles 8.

Life and Times of Jesus the Messt h., Cow-
plete in one volume, Bﬁ :]lred Edersheim, M.A.,
, $1

Oxon,, D.D., Ph.D. Clot .25,
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SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

OF INTEREST b d b '
o U SlMdaY S¢hoo
Making a Specialty of SUNDAY SCHOOL BOOKS and SUPPLIES

And carrying a very large and well selected stock, places us in the front rank as d stributors
of choice literature suitable for SCHOOL and HOLIDAY PRESENTS.

Our speci 1 arrangements for the convenience of co
venient to come to the store
viz.:

mmittees that cannct find it con-
» may prove useful to your school,
you are willing to expend in books
» we paying the return freight char
very convenient, and will be

at this season of the year,
Whatever amount you mention that , we will
send double rges. We
pleased to send books to y ur
Our terms are very casy, and discounts large,
our prices being right is the large number of School T
the past: year.

the value for your inspection
find this arrangement proving

ILLUSTRATING ** MADAN
school at once on application, A sign of
dAbravies  supplied by us during

W. H. WITHI
Let Us Hear from You

AR R
i

*
A FEW NEW BOOKS THAT WiLL BRIGHTEN ‘HE L'B2/Ry § PRos

i Sae
THE CHILDREN'S STUDY, A DOUBLE THREAD z A—
CANADA By ErLey THorNEYCROFT Fow LER | EEREREREREEE
By J. N. MeILw RAITH.  Cloth 3¢ 4|4ulAl|n|' _-.:f v“l'nmvruiug/ Isabel = 4
o Vo bt p o s - S0 - Tlustrate
MARGARET MONTFORT dis ieordoy, i ot
By Lavra E. Riciarns, Cloth.. $1.25 | No 5 JOHN STREET 3‘ ;aperz.n:it})lo:t'::!‘
| tions a
Rfiearn Warrgise o § Bovms v K.C MG, ]
TENANTS OF AN OLD ot Bt o i 9109 [ e Kk
FARM

Canada. Eviror,

Leaves from the Note-book of a England's Oldest Colon

Naturalist, By Hexry €. Me

:‘ opment. Rev, Geon
Cook, D.D. ilustrations irom J By 8. R. Crockerr, Cloth.. $1.25 | | Canada-by-the-Sea. Ei
Nuture. Cloth ..., ..., $1.50 ‘ 1t Dng of Me Grocketts very Dest and wholesome books, 8 Mines and Mining in |
| iterary Worl ousinds.”=Dovatas Buaony, ' ! Britain's Long Arm.—1
YESTERDAY FRAMED IN i I3 Growth of Our Great 1
TO-DAY SANTA CLAUS'S PARTNER P9 Pa is the Magnificent,
A Story of the Christ and How | By Tiovas Nywsox Pac, Wil.h 4 A Famous English Mip

To-day Received Him. By Passy., '!I"‘““"““\ Jn colors by W, A Ramble in Surrey.
Cloth”, ... ... .. ' 70¢ [ } _"l"" 'f“"" Cloth, ...........$1.50 Picturesque Spain. R
\!‘l’\{"l}r)“):l‘ll‘lhll )u“nl-;”'"“m story will appeal to the un ¥ with Peary in the Far

CLIPPED WINGS

In Evangeline's Countr
The Sorrows of Armen
A Woman in Turkey.
Pompeii, the City of th
Some 01d-fashioned To
England in Egypt,

The Streets of Paris,

A Martyr Statesman,—
Behind Dikes and Dune
A Study of Dante,
Byways of Travel, —
Carpathia.

In Manxland.

By Lorrie McAwuister,  Cloth 60¢ LIGHT O’ THE MORNXNG
A handsome, wholesome, temperance book."—Chicago A Girl's Story. By L. T. MespE,
Christian Endeavor World, Cloth.,,,. ..

........ $1.00
4 WE PAY POSTAGE

WILLIAM BRIGRS, -  wesiey Buitdings,

€. W. COATES, Montreal, pP.q,
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ILLUSTRATING ''WITH THAE FIGHER FOLK. '

VOLUMES

Metmodist 5

ILLUSTRATING “*MADAM GuYvoN, '

ewememnnese |1)agazine and

P00~ Review

{
&

EEHERREEERERREE R AR :
FINE
30 ENGRAVINGS

Tlustrated  Articles

(Canada During the Victorian Era, — Serial
Papers, with Thirty-three Fine Illustra-
tions and Portrait Groups, S Jony G,
“BovriNor, K.C. M,G,, LL.D, » D.C.L., Lit.D, (Laval),

‘A Hundred Years of Methodist Progress in
Canada. Ebvitor,

England’s Oldest Colony and its Modern Devel-
opment. Rev., Georag J. Boxp, B.A,

Canada-by-the-Sea. Enrror,

ZES BB RSN s

| Mines and Mining in Rossland, ﬁ
1 Britain's Long Arm.—The Royal Navy. d

b

Crowth of Our Great North-West,

Pa is the Magnificent, Pror, Rraax,

A Famous English Minster,

* A Ramble in Surrey.

Picturesque Spain. Rev. Di. BLACKSTOCK,
With Peary in the Far North,

In Evangeline's Country.

The Sorrows of Armenia. Rey. PRINCIPAL CAvE,
A Woman in Turkey. Mrs. Pror, Ravsry,
Pompeii, the City of the Dead. Enrror,
Some 01d-fashioned Towns,

England in Egypt,

The Streets of Paris,

A Martyr Statesman.—Thomas a’ Becket,
Behind Dikes and Dunes,

A Study of Dante,

Byways of 'l'nvel. — Through Hungary and
Carpath!
In Mlnxhnd. -

ILLUSTRATIN T BLANCHE.**

T

BEFETERE

R R R
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Missionary Articles |scial o §

MANY OF THEM

.«
ILLUSTRATED Thel"l:lﬁzlozy of the
Truth Stranger Than Fiction, God's Dealingd Magam Guyon, R
\\nhAlmrr,_'l-]'u\\klnl![, Rev, J, ©, SkEvyMorr, sideli hts on Meth
The Christless Nations. B:sior Toprns, YA O B
a : The Oldest Orphana
4 Missionary Heroes.— Felix Nefr, Halle,
Transformation of Pyl Methodism and Lit
Mission Progrees in China. Rev. Crarpes Ow EX,

Hours With Our Hy
Mission Work Among the Toilers of the Deep

S h DTS

ENIOS,

WILKRED T. GReerus, M.R,C.8E, s?cxal P’°:“:” 0(;‘1‘_
Pundita Ramabai, and Woman's Work fo */4Y8r0unds for Chi
Women in India, Why I am a Method
Bishop Selwyn. Winuiay SEABROOKY, Empire Building in
n Mission Work in A’aska, Britain's Work in
I A.L.0.E. A Lady of England, Century,
I‘I' Absurdities of Chris
L=

fceberg off Newfoundland,

Oxford Under Two
ILLUSTRATING “‘ENGLAND'S OLDE

Puxsnos,

ST coLony. I i Great Movements of |
fChristian Telepat
= JonN Warsos, DD,

The Wit and Wisdom
George Elilob‘ N
I Rosk, .1,

PR SRR

I
Yy

Serial and Short Stories
Twentieth Century Fund Stories, e
Your Little Brother James.

Northland §iorics. #ev. D, Macreay

Mm:sy"llt{vﬂﬁb.exs and ben. A Story of fidys. )t
Love's l‘ea]t};. Ravsay Gurni, ]
The Bishep's Mistaie, ¥

The }’ax'son’s ree Lunch Counter.
AMILTON

i itice to the Jew.
AFamous U. E, Loyali

ome Life in the Hc
City,

Methodist Herges
Y Hundred Yea:s A

Life in a Convent.

J. Bexsox

By Way of the Underground Railway, s

lan Maclaren on Preac
ing,

Pan-Methodism in 190

Khartoum,

ILLUSTRATING *

'ENGLAND IN CENTRAL AFRICA, 1+

MANY OF THEM
ILLUSTRATED
Romance of Light, C. A, Cuasr, 1
The New Astronomy. Pior, Sivoy
0ld Lake Margins, Proy, CoLemaN,
The\ Sun as a Source of Energy. Pror. ¢, 4
0UNG,

Newcosn

Gauging the Star Depths. Manry Procror
The Niagara, Gorge as a Measure of Time
Progress in Engineering,

The Oldest Land on Earth —Labrador.
A Century of Science,

New Views about Mars,

Women in Science,

The World Beneath the Ocean.

Worms and Their Work,

Whence Come the Comets, R. A. Procron,
The Exploration cf o Century,

At Home in Fiji.
ILLUSTRATING “'Fuil TRANSFORMED,

Wady |
ILLUSTRATING o NG




Social  Religions Copics

WEN,
e,

1

. | Playgrounds for Children.

The Theology of the Twentieth Century. Risnop
Hugrst,

Madam Guyon, Rev. Pro, WaALLACE, DD,

£idelights on Methodism, Rev. J. 8. Ross, DD,

The Oldest Orphanage.— The Francke House at
Halle,

Methodism and Literature, Pror. Whrrnock,
Hours With Our Hymn-Book. Rev., Da. Lamnry,
Social Progress of a Hundred Years,

$ L. Huanes,
Why I am a Method:st. it
Empire Building in Lfrica.—~Rhodesia,
Britain's Work in India. - The Record cf a
Century,

Absurdities of Christian Science,
ENIOS,

Oxford Under Two Queens,

. Ravyoxn,

PrOP, QUAcK-

WiLLiay - Mokrry

b Pussnox,

Great Movements of tha Century.

Christian Telepathy. o = & =
Joun Warsox, D,D, 7

The Wit and Wisdom of
George Eliot, linv.
I Rosk, D.D,

Justice to the Jew.

AFamous U. E, Loyalist,

Home Life in the Holy
City,

Methodist Herces a

Hundred Yea:s A:o,

Life in a Convent.

lan Maclaren on Preach
ing,

Pan-Methodism in 1900,

e

Wady Halfa

NUNDAY SCHOOL BANN ER.
e e e

oS PSRRI B i RISEY

Danish Home of the Princess of W—a—le;

ILLUSTRATING  W.m.4, THE PRINGESS OF WALES.'*

i Character

STUDIES anp

P SKETCHES

,H The Queen. Mus, Oviriaxt,
It HRH. the Princess of
3 Wales.

<> Men of the Mayflower,
I{ The Duchess of Gordon.
I Frances Power Cobbe.
I‘) Bruno, the Martyr Monk.
y¢  Louis Kossuth,

A Methodist Countess.
Thrums, and its Author.

Barbe-Julie de Krudener.
HayyeLn, P b,

Horace Bushnell. Dr. Bracusrock,
A Christ-Life in the Market-Place. F. w.

Crossury,
Lavengro.v-Scholar, Gipsy and Priest,
A Life of Trust. George Muller,

Torquato Tasso.—The Miseries of Genius,—Pror,
LISMON DI,

Lord Shaftesbury.— A Study of Philanthropy,

Beethoven. A Musical Study.

Louis Napoleon.—The Romance of History,

The Trials of an Inventor.—Eniror,

Pope Leo XIIL, and His Times.

A Sturdy Scot.—Dr. Candlish,

Gavazzi, the Italian Relormer,

Fannle Burney, the New Woman of the Last
Century.

ORSE SRR

Grorer  Mivrox

Cowper and His Centennial,

Joharna Ambrosius, a Woman Peasant Poet,
A Moral Crusader.—John Brown.

The Quaker Poet.—Whittier,

A Great Christian Scholar.—Dr, Moulton. W.
1LLusTRATING " ENaLAND N Eaypr.: H. Apaws, =




SUNDA Y

" SCHOO0L BANNER,

What is said of it
—

‘‘The Canadian Church
is to be highly congratu-
lated on its magazine."

~—London Quarterly,

‘““It is the best maga-
zine for a Christian fam-
ily of which we have any
knowledge,”

~Chri_tian Uplook,

‘“It should be in every
Methodist home, "’

~—Kingston Whig.

“It grows better every

‘‘Abreast of the most popular literary
The articles are by schol-

magazines,
arly men and good writers,"’

—8t. Louls Methodist.

Wi

ZOIOI L LT,

ST

B

EEES

Swabian Women,
SLLUSTRATING “‘BywAYs OF TRAVEL.'

|
ELIRFR LR EERTEETT

month,
ahead of anything on the news counter,’’

—Rev. J. C. Speer.

ILLUSTRATING
WITH OUR HYM

Is

REVIEW,

Che Departments

Ofthe WorLp's ProGRess, well

illustrated, CurreNT Thot GHT,

REcex Science, New Books,
ReviGlovs  INTELLIGE NCE  and
Evrrorian  Comment will  be
maintained and developed,
Tmportant
gontributions

Will also be made by CHANCEL-
1orR Burwasu, Rev, Princiral

CAvaNn, Knox College, Rev. Dg,
Suaw and by representatives of all
the Methodist colleges in the Dom-
inion, and by other leading Cana-
dian and foreign writers,

+

REVIEWS OF
HIGH.CLASS
LITERATURE
A SPECIALTY

=% $2.00 4

six wontzs § 1,0

¥
“ Guardian " and
*“ Magaszine,””
or
““ Wesleyan,” and
“ Magaszine ”’
together, $2.75,
=~
Sunday Schools subscribiy

for two or more copies to oy
address, $1.60 per year each

» Clubbing Rates «

Century Magazine ,.
Atlantic Monthly. ..
Harper's Monthly Magazine. .
8cribner's Magazine
8t. Nicholas

WILLIAM BRIGGS,

SUPPLEMENT.

)

29-33 Richmond Street West,

C. W. COATES, Montreal, or 8. F, HUESTIS, Halifax, N.8.

PLEASE CIRCULATE.

ILLUSTRATING
‘4

These Clubbing Rates are in addition to t}
price paid for the METHODIST MacGaziNg

ANl

Regular Price Club Rate

... 84.00 83.50

4.00 3.50

3.00 2.80

...... 3.00 2.60

2,60

FHERRE BB
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LULTT. Sl

Toronto, Ont,
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OLIVER

Typewriter

€CCCEECcecce

335 >
> 2297

The only Canadian Free Type Bar Machine and
The only Free Type Bar Visible Writing Machine

1t costs less to begin with, turns out from thirty to fifty per cent. more work, can
be used by anybody, for any class of work, and costs Nothing for Repairs,

PRICE THE LINOTYPE COMPANY

$95.00 156 St. Antoine Street
BRANCHES :
39 Sparks Street, OTTAWA
56 Vi c‘t’t’w’n 8::::(, TORONTO (\M0ntreal
THE MIGHTY CURER BOUND I 9
THERE IS NOTHING R (ANNUALS FOR
——
SURER FOR
l"nleEsTloN ADVISER. Fancy Board Covers.. $0 85
BAND oF . Fi
Toe? BOPEREVIEY. ey
BOY'S OWN. Cloth..... e & |
THAN BRITISH WORKMAN, Fancy
Board Covers,........ . .. 050
HIGHEST ENDORSEMENTS, guﬂ:ﬂxk%%t Bds., $1.00; Cloth 1 g9
FREE SAMPLE FOR THE ASKING. Board Covmpfmw'. 035
A~ :
CHILD'S OWN MA
K. D. C. CO. LimiTep, Board Covers 035
NEW CLASCOW, N.8. or 127 STATE ST, BOSTON, /\ CLDREN'S PRIEND. Funcy L
OO'I'I'AgiBCS ARTIZAN, Fancy p
overs 50
For Over my Years FAMILY FRIEND, Fancy Board Covers, . 080
MRS. WINSLOW'S GIRL'S OWN, Oloth................,,... .. . 17
SOOTHING SYRUP INFANT'S MAGAZINE, Fancy Board Covers. ., 0385
LEISURE HOUR. Cloth............... . .. 150
an been lu:'i fo:hohlldren wlm;a u"m:lng. 1t soothes | LITTLE FOLKS. Boards, $1.00, Cloth ........, 180
e softens the gums, allays al pain, cures wind OUR DARLINGS. Fancy Board Covers . .. 100
PR TR it T bl
by all druggists throughout the world, PRIZE (The). Fancy Board Covers - 080
1 BUNDAY. - Boards, $1.00. Cloth, gilt edges . 150
SUNDAY AT HOME ......... ... 150
ALM A THENKAQING & YOUNG | gavavran ALMANAG, - Paper, 95¢.; Cloth ... o g
COLLEGE & WOIMEN e
Address : Principal Warner, St. Thomas, Ontarle | wiLLiAN BRICCS, Wesley Buildings, TORONTO

In ordering g00ds, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised fn this Magasine, will oblige
ndisher, @swell as the advertiser, b:'muua You saw the advertisemens in TaE SUNDAY lﬂn%?ﬂunl o




AN SN AN |

. . Religion in the Ritchen . .
e (Uife's gof a

Jn EN spend the
" larger part of

a lifetime in store
or office. The
average woman
must needs give a generous share of her time to the
kitchen. The chief article of furniture—and usefulness—
in the kitchen is the stove. Compel the good wife to
worry along with a fifth-rate range, day in and day out,
and you are fast cutting short her lifetime.

When a Souvenir Range adorns the kitchen it is
a thing of beauty and general utility. ‘These stoves are
beautifully finished and an ornament to any kitchen. Best
of all—the only stove with the celebrated aluminum lined

Herated Quen

Souvenirs perform every detail of kitchen work with a
completeness that makes life in the kitchen a source of joy
and happiness.

The bread in the oven, the roast of beef, the delici-
ous turkey, the toothsome pudding are never spoiled in
the cooking if the good wife has a Souvenir range to
assist her,

ARE 801 D T CANADA.
ONE WILL LAST A LIFETIME,
WE GUARANTER ABSOLUTE SATISFACTION TO ALL OUR PATRONS,

Che Gurney-CTilden €o., Cimited
Manutacturers of $toves, Ranges and Radiators, Hamilton, Ont,
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