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THE AMBUSCADE.

Through the hushed air the whitening shower
descends, o
At first thin wavering ; till at lpst the flukes
Tall broad, and wide, and fast, dimniing the
day ‘ "
With{¥ continual flow. The cherished fields
Put on'their winter robe of purest white. .
"Tis brightness all; save where the new snow
. melts o '

Along the mazv current.

‘Where are there any young fulks who do
not look forward to the advent of winter
with much pleasure? The bracing atmos-
phere makes outdoor sports so exhilarating
that it is no wonder that this season of the
year is a great favorite with all who are
blessed with health and buoyant epirits,

Tobogganing, snow-shoeing and skating all
have their pdtrons, and the good old-fash-
1oned game of snow-balling is not without
its votaries. S
In the very lively picture given below,
called “The Ambuscade,” the artist has vivid-
ly depicted thisamusement, Thetwo boys,

who are jogging merrily along drawing their

gisters on a home.-made hand-sleigh, ate

‘1suddenly surprised by some of their com-

panions, who have been waiting in ambush
behind the trunk of a buge tree. The
snow balls fly, a well directed one hitting
the smaller of the boys on theear, and mak-
ing him put up his arm as a guard against
more. The girls appear to enjoy the fun,
and will probably jump off the sleigh and
themselves engage in the harmless warfare.

AN OFFICER WHO NEVER DRANK.

" When General Grant was in command of
the army before Vicksburg, a number of
officers were gatherel together at his head-
quarters, One of them invited the party to
join in a social glass ; all but one accepted.
He asked to be excused, saying that he
“never drank.” The hour passed, and each
went his way to his respective, command.
A few days after this the officer who de.
clined to drink received a note from Gen-
eral Grant to report at head-ruarters, He
obeyed the order, and Grant said to him,
“You are the officer, I believe, who re.
warked the other day that you never
drank.” The officer modestly answered
that he was. * Then,” contirued the Gen-

aral, © you.are the man I have been looking!

for to take charge of the Commissary De-
partment, aud I order that you be detailed
to that duty.” He served all through the
war in that respousible depattment, and
afterwards, when General Grant became
President, the officer who never drank was
again in request, The President, nceding a
wan on whom he could rely for some im-
purtant business, gave'him the appoiutuent.
Sl re—

Give what you have. To some one it
may be better than you dare to think.—
Longfellow

Or AwLLthe anguish in the world, tbere is
nothing equal to this—the sense of God with-
out the sense of nearness to Him.—Elizabeth
Prentiss. ' '
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NORTHERN MESSENGER.

TOBACCO IN SCHOOL.

The danger of the use of tobacco by chil-
dren cannot be too strongly presented. The
subject is somewhat difliculf, because ¢ the
weed 7’ is in such general use. But the tes-
timony of physicians as to its effect on im.
mature boc{ies and minds, is practically uni.
form. Ifaboy or girl (for girls are learn-
ing 40 uge cigarettes) reaches the age of six-
teen without beginning to use tobacco, the
chances of his using it in after life are
greatly lessened. Itis the cigarette-smokers
of six to ten years, the little fellows who de-
liberately smoke into each others’ open
mouths, the pale, ¢enfeebled children . who
inherit the appetite for narcotics, and come
from bomes steeped in tobacco-smoke, the
boys who thiuk it manly to smoke, and
cowardly not to acquire the habit, it is such
as these who will become, to a large extent,
the drunkards, criminals, and paupers of the
next generation,

Try to ascertain,—jor your private know-
ledge,~—the personal experience of your class
concerning tobacco. One earnest teacher
adopted with success the plan of asking his

scholars to promise not to use aleohol and
tobaceo, while members of the school, with.
out lirst requesting the principalto withdraw
their names from the pledge roll.

“The pledye is loose,” writes this faithful
teacher ; ** perbaps the ¢ easiest to take’ of
any you ever saw  but therein lies its
strength, for when a student wishes to be
released, it gives mean opportunity to labor
with him persopally. T have had four re-
quests to be ‘let off? on the tobaceo part,
but 1 persuaded all but one to let it alone,”

The New Hampshire legislature has just
enacted a law forbidding the sale or gift of
tobaceo in any form to persons under six-
Leen years of age.  Teil the pupils of this,
aud show thew that the tate las a right to
proteet herself against future citizens who
shall be weak; mentally and physically. 1n
aceord with this is the action of the national
Ugvernment in connection with the United
States Naval Academy at Anvapolis. The
hoard appointed by the Governuient to con-
sider the sulject of the use of tobacco by the
cadets of the academy, report as follow :
* No doubt exists amony medical men as to
the injurions effects of tobacco upon the
growing ~organisms and mental powers
of the young..... The bomrd are of
opinion, thetefore, that the regulaiivns
against the use of tobaeeo in any form can.
uot be too stringent ;and, further, that while
smoking should be wholly interdicted,
especial eare should be taken to prevent the
introduction of chewing, the more delete-
rivus practice.” .

Tobaceo has a specific effect on the bones,
stunting their growth, and threatening ns
with a coming generation of inferior stature,
as well as of enfeebled mental powers.—
Alice M., Guernsey, i N. B, Jowrnal of Edu-

caiion.
B —

c «UP WP’ VE.”

1 rememberalittie incident that happened
many years ago. When 1 was in Cornwall,
in 1854, I visited the mine where the incident
oceurred,  Carlyle refers to the story in one
of the chapters of his ¢ Life of Sterling.”
Two men were sinking ashaft. It wasa
dangerous husiness, for it was necessary to
blast the rock. It was their custom to cut
the fuse with a sharp kuife.  One man then
entered the bucket, and made a signal 10 be
hauled up. When the bucket again descend-
ed, the other man entered it, ad, with one
haud on the siynal rope aud the other hold-
ing the fire, he touched the fuse, made the
signal, and was yapidly drawn up before the
explosion took place. * One.day they leftthe
kuife above, and, rather than ascend to
procure it, they cut the fuse with a sharp
stone. It took fire. “The fuse.is on fire!™
Both men leaped into the bucket, and made
the signal, but the windlass would haul up
hut one man at a time ; vnly one could
eseape. . One of the mew instantly leaped
out, and said to the other, ¢ Up wi’ ye;
Il be in Heaven in a wminute.” With
lightning speed the bucket was drawn up,
and the one man wassaved. The explosion
took place. Men descended, expecting to
lind the wangled body of the other miner ;
but the blast had loosened a mass of rock,
and it lay diagonally across him ; and, with
the exeeption of 'a few bruises and a little
scorching, he was wnhurt,  When asked
why he urged his comrade to escape, he gave
an answer that seeptics would Jaugh at. If

there is any being on the face of the earth T
wity, it is a sceptic. I woulduot be what is

called “a sceptic”’ to-day for all the world’s
wealth,  They may call it superstition and
fanaticism, or whatever they choose. But
what did this hero say when asked, ¢ Why
did you insist on this other man’s ascend-
ing?” In lis quaint  dialect he replied,
“ Beeause [ knowed my soul wassafe’; for
T’ve gie it in the hands of Him of whow it
is gnid that ¢ faithfulness is the girdle of Iis
reins,” and I knowed that - what T gied Him
He’d never gie up. ' But t'other chap was
an awfil wicked Jad, aud I waunted to gie
bim another chance.”  All the infidelity in
the world cannot produce such a signal act
of heroism ag that.—Word and Work,

—_—

SOHOLARS? NOTHES.
(From International Question Book.)
JLESSON L—-JANUARY 3.
JOSLAM AND THE J;(_))plc uxf"ru.E LAW.—~2 KINGS

23: 1-18,
Commrr Venrsg 13,
GOLDEN TEXT, .

He did that which was right in the gight of
the Lord,—2 Kings 92. 2, .

CENTRAL TRUTH,
The Bible lost and found.
DAILY READINGS,

M, 2 Kings 22: 1.90,
T. 2 Kings23: 1-30,
W, 2Chron, s 1-33.
Th. 2Chron, 85:1-27,
¥, Jer 2:1-18 .
Sa. Zeph, 1118,
Su. Ps.Sh: il

TIME ~The book of the law was found B.C.
622, the 18th year of Josiah,
© Prnace.—Jerusalem, the capital of Judea.
RULERS.—Josiah, king of Judab, B.C. 610.
G09. Assurbanipal (Sardanapalus), King of As-
syrig,  Psammeticus, king of Egypt.
Provugrs.—Jeremiah, Zephaniah, Habak-
kuk, Nahum, and Huldah thie prophetess.

PARALLEL ACCOUNTS —Josinl’s reign record-
ed in 2 Kings, chaps, 22, 24, is also recorded in
2 Ghron., chaps, 84,35, “The first twelve. chap-
tors of leremiah belong to Josiah’s reign, as
nl-o the prophecies of Zephaniah, Nahum and
Habakkuk., ‘f'he fourth book of-the Psalter
(s, 90-100) was composed or compiled at this
time. Ps. 80 was_probably composed for the
great Pussover of Josiah. .

CIRCUMSTANCES.—Sixty years have passed
away siuce thedeath of Hezekiah, about whom
we studied in our last regular lesson of iast
Yyear. Most of this time Manasseh, Hezekiah's
Son, reigned. He allowed idolatry to flourish
again inJudah, and all heathen sins and abomi.
nations came with it. He was punished by the
Assyriapns, who carried him away captive.
He repented, but idotatry still fHourished.
Amon, bis son, next rejgned two years, and’
every evil triumphed. He was slain, and his
young son Josiah became king.

HELPS OVER HARD PLACES,

1. JoSrAH~the good son of a bad father. (See
vs, 1, 2 2 Chron. 31: 1.3.) HIS MOTHER'S NAME,
JEDIDAN—Lhe meaning is ¢ Lhe beloved of Je-
hovah,” and his grandmother’s nanie, Adaiah,
means **honored of Jehoval,” Probably bis
mother was a religions woman, though his
father, Amon, was an ldolater. 24 Hi brp
RIGHT—he was convertwd when 16 yoears old,-
begnn his great work of reform when 20, (2
Cluron. 34: 2, 8.) 3. BIGIITEENTIL YEAR—Of his
refgu. The repairs aud reforms of these next
verges and 2 Chron. 31: 3.8 were begun six years
before. These words ‘ eighieenth year” are
connecled with v. 8, 8 IFOUND TIE 300K oF
T E Law—the temple copy of the Pontateucl,
the firsy five books of our Bible. It had pro-
bably been hidden away during the idolatrous
reign of Manassel, and was found in some
hidden chamber of the tempie, 0. Reap e
REFORE THE KING—rather, read from it; no
doubt the blessings and curses in Deut., chaps.
4832, 1L TRENT HIS cLoTniEs—the oriental
way of showing griel and repentance, Josiah
repented, he entered more earnestly on the re-
forms casting outall idols and heathen leaders
and praciices: he sent priests all over the land
to teach the pevple, and iustitated the Pass-
over, which had been neglected. - It was a greal
reviviu of religion,

LAy BY ILEART one or more of the follow-
ing verses:—2 Tim 3:16, 17; ’s. 19:7, 8; P’s.
11931055 Isa 40: 85 Ps. 121, 2,

QUISSTIONS,

INrropuUCTORY.~AbOut what king was our
1ast lesson fo the Old Testiument history? How

‘many years intervened between Hezekbkuh and

Josiant  Whno reigned during whis timet
What was the state of the kingdom religiously
when Josiah began 1o relgn? (2 Kiogs 2t ¢ 5-12;
19-22) Give the tinte, place, ralers and pro-
puets ot Lhis time,

SUBJECT: THIE BIlle FOUND AND
STUDLED. .

1. King Jostatr (vs, 1, 2),—Who were Josinh’s
parents? Where did he livet How old was
e when he became king? How long did he
reign?  What three dates tn his retgn are speci.
ally noted? (2 Chron. 34:3, 8,) Whill was the
general character of his reign 7

IL Hrs ConveRrsion —How old was Josiah
when he was converted to God?t (2 Chroa.
34:8) .

I, A REVIVAL OF RELIGION (vs. 3.7),—Ilow
long ufter™his conversion did Josiah begin to
reform the religlons condition of his kingdom ?
(2Chron. 34:3) How old was he ¢ What two
things did he dol (2 Chron, 34: 3 and 8.)

1V, Tir Book ol THE LAw FOUND (vs. §-10).
—\What did the high priest find oneday? In
what place?  What part of our Bible was this
book of the lawi? What did Rilkiali do with

111 Who took it to the kiug?

How could such 'a book be lost? Were
Bibles as plenty then as now ? In what ways
‘may we lose the Bible' (as by negleot, disobedi-
e:llgle,?etc.)? In what ways may we'find the

o N

V, Tng Erpeer of FINDING THE BIBLE (vs,
11-13).~\What purt of the book ot the law was
read 1o the king? (v. 13, and Deut., chaps, 25-
32) What dld the king do when be heard these
wordst Of what was rending the clothes u
sign? Of whom did the king seek help? What
did finding the Bible lead the king to do for the
people? (3 Kings 23:1.3.) What evils did
he abolish 1 g‘.’. Kings 28 : 4-7.) What re-
‘li’gifllls institution did he renew? -(2 Chron.
35: 1-18.) .

LESSON 1L—JANUARY 10

JEREMIAH PREDICIING THE CALTIVITY . —JER.
§:20-22; 9: )16, - .

CoMMmIt VERSES 20.22,
GOLDEN TEXT.

The harvest s past, the summer is ended,
and we iare not, suved.—Jer. 8:20,

CENTRAL TRUTH,
Balvation is lost by neglect and by sin, )
DAILY READINGS,

M. Jor. 1: 119,

T. Jer, 2: 1-13. . :
W,  Jer. 3:12-10, B
The Jer. 5:16. . .
Ie, Jer. 7: L4,

Sa, Jer 8:11.22,

Su. Jer 9016

TiyE —In thelater years of King Josiah, after
the last lesson, B,C. 622-60Y, or carly in the reign
of his son Jehoinkim,

Pracu~—Jerusilem, at & gate of the ixﬁer
court of the temple, where the prophet stood
and addressed the people in {he outer court.
(Jer.7:42) ‘

BOOK oF JEREMIALL~A collection of the re-
cords of Jeremiah’s prophecics made at various
times, The collection was begun by Baruch
(Jer. 86: 2-8), B.C. 604, )

JEREMIALL—(1) Name, ¢‘‘exalted of Jehovah.”
(2) Purenwage, son of Flilkiah, probably the
high priestof the last lesson. (3) Birth, about
B.C. 618, the same time as king Josinh, (i)
Hoine, born at Anathoth, & smail town three
miles north.east of Jerusalem in Benjamin,
{5) He was never married. (6) Character, he is
culled the weeping prophet, snd on account of
the hopeless sius and miserles of the people,
tHe was timid; reuring, tender-hearted. never
morase, always brave, with an outlook of hope,
(7) Work, Jeremiah began to prophesy in the
thirteenth year of Josial, B,C. 627, and con-,
tinwed through five reigus, till after the_de-
struction of Jerusalem, B.C. 586 -lle was car-
ried captive to Egypt after that, and tradition
says he was stoned to death there, aged 60 or 70
years, ) )

CrreusrsraNces —Our lessons. change {rom
Kings to Jereminh, because he.prophesied at
Lhe period whose history we have been study-
ing, and- his words throw light on the history,
Aflerthie last lesson the exeltement died away,
many were untouched by the revival, and the
people grew very bad, as deseribed in to-day’s
lesson. Jeremiah was sent to warn and en<
treat them lest they perish on.account of thoir

sins.
HELPS OVER HARD PLACES,

21, I AM BrLACK—rather, I go mourning, 22.
BALm—balsam used for medicine externally
and interoally. IN GILEAD—where it grew in
abundance. There was abundant help for the
people in God, but they refused it. 3. THEIR
TONGUES LIKE A Bow—lies were the venomed
arrows they shot from their tongues, 7 MeLr
AND TRY—28 melals, which are thus purified
from dross. 9. SHALL L NOT VISIT THEM—wIith'
punishment. Th:se warnings were fuifitled by
the three devastasions of the kinpdom, and
tinal destraction of Jerusalem "by Nebucehad-
pezzar, of Babylon. 1. DrRacoNs—better, Jack-
als. 4. BAanim—plural of Baal, the idol of their
neighbors tho Pheniciaus.

LEARN BY HEART.—Jer. 8: 20, 22; 1s.55:6,7;

Heb, 4: 7, .
. QUESTIONS,

INTRODUCTORY.—Why o we change our les-
sons from Kings to Jeremiah? When did Jere-
miah tive? Where? MHis fathers name? Give
some aceount of his jife? What kind of a man
was he? What can you tell about the Book. of
Jereminhi{

SUBJECT: LOST OPPORTUNITIES,

I, T'ur OveonrrTuNntiIes Lost: VS' 20.22),—
What promises did God make to the children
of Isrnelti suen. 261 4; Joshua L:4; 2 Curon,
17:9-12,) What blessihgs did he want them to
enjoy! (Deut. 25: 1-13.)  Repent v. 20 of the les-
son.  What harvest was past?  What is meant
by ¢ the daughter of my people’? What hurt
s referred to 1 (See 2 Kings 23: 20-83; 24:10-14.)
Whatis balm$ ‘hat is it good for? Where
was it found in plenty? What does the pro.
phet mean- by this verse?

11, Tig SiNs BY WHicH THEY ARE Lost
(vs. 1.4),—How did Jeremiah express his grief
aver thesing and miiseries of his people? (v, 1,
2,) How many diflerent sins are mentioned in
these eignt verses?, Which of the ten com-
mandments were broken by themmt? Name
the Bentitides which were contrary to these
sing.  Whal sin is mentioned oftenest? Why
is deceil and lying one of the most deadly of
sins?

1LL TIE CALAMITIES TIIAT FOLLOWED (vs,
9-11)—What should betall the country? (v, 10.)
What should buecome of the eltyt’ (v, 11.)
Read o deseription of the fultiiment of these
warnings. (2 Chron, 56: 5.7, 15-20)  What pun-
ishmeal will full on_ali who continue in sin?
(Hom, 2:8, 9 Matb. 7:2 195 25:41-16.) i

IV, THE REASON OF THESE CALAMUTIES (vS.
12-16),—Who would understand the cause of
vhese troublest  What was the causé?  wWhat
is meant by wormwootl and gall in v, 152

Why should we grieve over the sins ‘of our
eotniry? Was the punishment of the Jews
the natoral effect of thelr stus?  Ls our punish-
ment the nataral effect of oursinst Is this
all? Is puntshment certain o follow sin?
‘Doos God punish in Jove? Is punishment
meant o make wen betier? Wha is laught

4 wine before them, asks them to drink.

LESSON - IIL-JANUARY 17
AITUFUL RECHABITES.—~JEREMIALL
35: 12-19.

THE

Coxnrr VERSES 18 19,
GOLDEN TEXT. )
. For unto this day they drink nong, but: obey
their futher’s commandmeut.—Jdor, 55: 14
CCENTRAL TRUTIL
Obedlence and temperance the way Lo a lonyg
and happy life. - .
DAILY READINGS,

Jer. 35 1-11, -
1., Jer, 85: 12-11, . :
W.  Prov.3: =18
Th, Prov.1:8,9;6:20-25; 30:17.
I, Prov, 23. 29.35.
Sa. * Iph. §: 1-12,
Su.  Gal, 5: 16-25,

TIME~B.C. (04-5, fomih year of Jeholakim

Pracg.—~Jerusalem, in one of the courts of the
temple. . R .

Rurers.—Jehoiakim, king of Judah, B.C. 60Y-
598, Nebuchadnezzar, soit of the emprror of
Babylon, now commauder of the Utinldenu
army in Judab, becomes emperor, B.C 601

CIRCUMSTANCES.—A few yours pass away
since the warnings in our last Jesson.  ‘I'he end
is drawing near. Nebuchadnezzar's ariny is
devastating Judaliand approaching Jerusalem
but the people have grown worse and wolrse.
And now Jeremiah makes one 1ore ellort to
persuade them to & better tife,

e RECHABIVES.—(1) A branch of the Ken-
ites, who were a part of the Midianites deseend-
ed fromn Abraham.to Xeturah, who lived onee
in Bouthern Arabin, Moses married oue ol
them, Then a portiun moved into Cagnan,
and a part settled in Southern Judah (Judges
L:16; 1 Chron, 2:55), aud a part in Northern
Israel, nbove the sea of Galilee (Judges 4: 1),
(2) Their name was derived from Rechib, an
unkunownancestor. (3)Jehonadabor Jonudab)
was their geeat reformer in the time of Jehu,
B.C.881  (CKiugsiv:15-27) (4) Theirereed wis
(&) Lo drink no wine or strong drink; (b) to live
in teuts, aud not in houses; (¢) to cultivate no
land ; (d) they velieved In the true God, .

JEREMIALUS OBTECT LESSON.—See Jer, 85: 1-
11. The Rechabites came into Jerusalem be-
cause Nebuchadnezzar with his fierce soldiers
was destroying the country, Jlere they still
lived In tents, Jeremiah tides them into a
frequented court of the temple, ind pl:'icing
‘hey
refuse, because Jonadub two buuvdred and
seventy-tive years before had so commanded,
B0, suys Jeremiah, you should obey God, your
Father,

Tuem Rewarb.—(1) Rechabites continue to
exist Lo the present day, (2) Sume jolned the
iribe of Levi, and continued to serve in their
teple. (3) livery true temperance persou
is a spiritual deseendaunt; stich have always
existed.

LEARN nyﬂl-h-mu'r.—mph. G: 1-3; Prov. 3: 1-4;

Prov. 4331, 92
QUESTIONS. .

ANTRODUCTORY —How long a time belween
this lesson and the last? What evil had Jore.
miah forctold in that lesson as the punishinent,
of the people’s sins?  Had his warnings begun
to be fullilled!  Who was devastuting the cou-
try at this time?d (Jer, 35: 11.) Who was king

T €3 77T 3 St

SUBJLCT: OBEDIENCE AND TEMPELR-
ANCE,

L Tus RecnAnrres.—Give some account of
the history of the Reehabites, Where did the
Rechabites live? What were their curious be.
liefs and practices ?  (ler. 85:6-10)

JL JEREMIAI'S OBIECT LFSSON oF OREDI-
ENCE (vs. 12-15),—Why did these Rechuabites
come into Jeruralem tolive for a time? (Jer,
1)  Where did Jeremiah take them 1 (Jer., -
33:3,4.) What did be ofler themt  (Jer. 85; 5,
Did they yield to the temptation? (Jer. 35 .)
What reason did they give T Was all this done
publicly?
Ly this1 . ?

Was it right for Jeremiah to ofler them
winet Had they much more reason for obey-
ing God than the Rechabites had for obeylng
Jouadab? What reasons can you give why the
people were under obligation to obey God?
Had God done all that was possible 10 make
them good? (Isa, 5:4.) Has he done all he cun
to malke us good? .

111, REWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS (VS, 16.19.)
—IIow were the Israelites punistied for their
disobedlence? What reward did God promise
the Rechabites for their obedience? HMas it
been 1ulfilled?t -

1V, APPLICATION T0O OREDIENCE.—(1) How
does thisapply to our obedience to iad 1 What
reasons can you give why we should obey$Qod
perfectly ? i:.') Apply it to obedience t9 Dazh
rents? (3) To obedience to the laws-6ffon
country. Inwhat ways are we tempieditold
obey? What Is the punishment offlisob
enee to Godd (Matt. Y5: 467 Kzek. 1$890;
parents § (Prov.30:17.) o country? W.hatis
the reward of obedience to Godi " (Prov, 8¥4:4;
1 Tim, 4:8) To parents? (8x. 20:12; Prov
1: 8, 95 6:20-22) "To country?

V. APPLICATION TO TEMPERANCE —Why did
the R chabltes drink no wine or strong drink 2
What temptations have we to use strong
drink? What reason for total abstinence do’
you find in the Bible?

W hat reasons for otal abstinence do you find
in scieneet in reason ? in experience and ob.
servation of s eflectst in the crime strong
drink produces? the miseries ? the expense?
the injury to others wml the danger 10 our-
selves? :

LISNONS FROM THE RECHABITES,

1 Obedionce: (1) The duty of obedience;
the tests of obedience in daily life; (3) the ren-
suns for obudience to God's command; what,
Uod has done for us, his messehgers, his prov;.
deney, the rewards of obedicuce and the punist-
ment o disobedience,

Obedience: (1) To God. (2) to parents; 3 to
Eu\(‘ls of our country; (4) uf country to laws of

tod.

11, Temperance: (1) An example of tem-
perance ; (2) resisting temptations ; B) the
reasons for temperance; (4) the rewards of tem.
perance.

Reasons for temperanc:: Required by obedi.

by the fact that the wormwood and gall In v, 15
were not only bitver but mediciuall

erce (1) to God's worrd; (2) to the law of love;
(3) to seienee; (1) o reasna; (3) Lo experience,

What did Jeremiah teach the peaple |

@ !
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-silent over them.

NORTHERN MESSENGER.

8

Ry

THE HOUSEHOLD.

HOW TO SIMPLIFY HOUSEKEEPING.

In an address delivered at 2 social seience
meeting Mrs, Gray, of Wyandotte, Kansas,
said : S S

“Liove for the work is natural to women
as a domestic instinet, ‘and- is. only lost by
overwork and failure to do what seemns im-
perative duty, or hy'a morbid’ fashion, in-
troduced by the foolish, vicious, oridle. -

-Love for housework may be regained
often by careful thought and courageous
resolution. -

Men, as arule, do not complain of their
work. They go to shop, or farm, or oflice,
cheerfully, manfully and faithfully, year
after year.

They have their trials and are usually
They rarely come home
and tell ns that the saw was dull, and they
had to stop all the machinery and sharpen
it ; that the ploughshare hroke in the mid.
dle of the fnrrow, and they had to go two
miles and buy anew ove, or that a bore
entered. the office and wasted all the morn-
mga. s .

Lverybody who comes into the world
ought to be willing to do, every ddy, a good
day’s work and not shirk it.

A wowan has no business to get married
unless she expeets to keep house, and having [.
once aeeepted the position of honsekeeper,
if not qualified, she should at once cheer-
fudly fin hevself for it, )

To misplace a kitchen fork or spoon may
hurn to a cinder the most earefully prepared
dish., ‘The convenient holder lost from its
nail may burn the eake or ruin the pie and
incense the cook. A cook-table, full of
drawers, where flowy, spices, rolling pinsand
eake-cutters, .ave  kept, with bake-pans
hanging over it, will save miles of travel and
hours ol time, A small shelf near the stove
kept for an extra pepper and salt-dish, has
saved me fifty miles of travel, I think, in
ten years. Only for one day count the
number of times you go from cook-table to
stove, seasoning varions dishes, and you will
see for yourself what this means.

I can go to the pantry with a waiter,
twenty by twenty-five inches in size, aud
with two trips lay the table for a family of
five or cight persons,  With thesame waiter
[ can clear that table at three trips, and
bring in dinner from the lkitehen at two
more.

1 have enunted thirty 4rips made for an
equal meal—hy women who could read and
write, too.

Paste on the cover of the sewing machine
the query : “Is it mecessary, or really
beautiful! Isit worthmy thmeor thought

Muasure every yard of sewing hy that
rule. You will be surprised how many less
tneks there will be, aud how, almost entively,
ruliles will vanish,—§1. Panl Grocer.

P

DROOPING SIIOULDERS,

This is a serious evil.” It compromises
hoth appearance and vitality, A stooping
fizure i3 not only a familiar expression of
weakness or old age, but is, when caused by
eaveless habits, a direet cause of contracted
chest and defective breathing.  Unless you
rid yourself of this crook while at school,
swill probably go bent to your grave,
onégood way to cureit.  Shonlder-
will, not -help.  Oné needs, not an
artificial substitnte, but some means o de-
velop the muscles whose duty it s to hold
the head and shoulders erect. I know of
but one bull’s eye shot. It is to carry a
weight on the head. A sheépskin or other
strong bag fillel with twenty to cighty
pounds of sand isa good weight. When
engaged in your morning studics cither be-
fore or after hreakfast, put this bag of sand
on your head, hold your head evect, draw
your chin close to your neek, and walk
slowly about the room, coming hack, il yon
please, every minute or two to your hook,
or carrying the bock as you walk. The
muscles whose duty it is to hold yonr head
aud shoulders erect are hit, not with scatter-
ing shot, but with arifle.hall, The boies
of the spine and the inter-vertebral sub-
stance will snon accommodate themselves to
the new attitude.  Oue year of daily prac-
tiee with the bag, half an hour moring and
evening, will give youw'a noble carriage,
without interfering a moment with your
studies. ‘

It would be very diflicult to putinte a
paragraph more important instruction than
this. Your respiration, voice, and strength

|

‘of gpine, to say nothing of your appearance,

will find a new departure in this cure of

drooping- shoulders.—Selected, R
—————

CHOICE DELICACIES FOR INVALIDS.

_ ArpLi Snow.—Pecl, core and quarter (or
slice) some tart,” juicy apples, and stew
them in a little water until soft, Sweeten
to taste, and turn them into adeep glass dish.
Make a soft custard, with one quart of milk
and six eggs (reserving the whites of three),
sweeten to taste, and flavor with lemon ex-
tract. When this is eold, pour it over the

apple ; whip up the whites of the ezgsto a| -

stiff froth, add three tablespoonfuls of sugar,
and heap lightly on the top of the eunstard.

Sxowpann Custarb.—Add the whites of
three eggs, well beaten, to one pint of Doil-
ing milk, dipping them into the milk in
tablespoonfuls. As they rise. turn them,
and when done; put them into a pudding
dish ; then put the beaten yolks, sweetened
to taste, into the milk, stir until it thickens,
remove from the fire, and flavor withlemon,
Turn this custard into a glass dish, and lay
the whites on the top. It is delicious.

Saao PuppiNg,—Add one cup of sago to
three. pints of warm water, sweeten with
one cup of sugar; cook slowly, and, when
done, flavor with vanilla,and turn into cups
or molds. Serve cold, with cream,

Rice CrEadM. —Let one quarter of a cup
of rice soak in one and a half cups of warm
water until it swells ; then cook until soft.
Take one pint of rich, creamy milk, heat it
to boiling point, then add the yolks of three
eyus, well-beaten, with four tablespoonfuls
of sugar ; stir until it thickens ; turn into a
dish, and frost with the whites of the egas,
heaten to astifl froth, sweetened and flavored.

Brown in the oven.

Drorrep Bgas oN Toast.—Have ready a
dish of hot water, well-salted ; Dreak the
eggs into a saucer, and slide into the water,
one at a time. Dip the hot water -with a
spoon over the top of the egg.  When done,
take it up with a skimmer, and lay on but-
tered tonst, dust a little saltand pepper over
it, and butter as desired.  Soft l)oi}cd cgas
for invalids should be putin a dish of boiling
water, and set on the back part of the stove,
where the water will only simmer. They
will eook evenly,; and be soft and jelly-like..

Brrer Jenny.—Cut a pound of lean Deef
in small pieces, and put into a porcelain
kettle with a pint of cold -water; let
it stand half an hour, and then put it
over the fire where it will heat gradu.-
ally. After it gets boiling hot, skim
and put it where iv will simmer slow.
ly for half an hour. While it is cooking,
put a third of a"box of gelatine into a bowl
with two tablespoonfuls of cold water and
let it dissolve. Salt the broth to taste, and
strain it while boiling hot over the dissolved
gelatine ; stir until elear; then strain it into
cups or moulds, and putaway to cool ; keep
on ice. Mutton or chicken broth may e
prepared inthis way. Do not beafraid you
have used too little gelatine, for it seldom
hardens in less than six or eight hours, and
even longer. This is very nice and nutri-
tious for an invalid.

Berr Tea.—Cut lean heef into small
picees, and put into a jar, covering closely.
Set the jar in a kettle of eold water, bring
gradualily to a boil, and continue until all
the juice is extracted from the meat. This
will require several homrs, Season to taste.
~The Untlage Hearth.

————
SENSIBLE SUGGESTIONS.

Have plenty of flowersupon your table,
but mass them low.

A haudsome sofa-pillow cover is made of
crimson tartan, with a large half cirvele of
cmbroidery in a lighter shade of erimson
upon the upper side.

Set the table neatly for home folks. as
well as for company. Itis just as easy to
set a dish down inits proper place as to throw
it down anywhere and anyhow.

Do not call the family to a meal until yon
are sure everything will be on the table by
the time they are seated. The confusion
that results from sending for or going for
what is wanting is demoralizing to table
manners, espeeially of the young,

Pretty table mats are made of a kind of
mowie cloth whieh is quite heavy and is
fignred ; that with 2 white gronad and with
pink rose-huds is particularly suitable, The
mats should be of various sizes, and oblong,

not round, and the edges are finished with
white cotton fringe. ) ‘
The value of crushed ice aga dressing for
hurns and sealds, first pointed out by Sir
James Earle, is confirmed by Dr. Richardson.
The ice, after being reduced by crushing or
scraping, to a fine state of division asdry as
possible, is mixed with fresh lard into a
paste, which is placed in a thin canibric bag,
and laid wpon the buren, This is said to
banish all pain until the mixture has so far
melted that a fresh dressing is necessary.
PR

FLESH EATING.

To revert once more to the question of
flesh-eating; it should be remarked that it
appears to be by no means a natuya.l taste
with the young., Few children like that
part of the meal which consists of meat, but
prefer the pudding, the fruit, the vegetables,
if well dressed, which unhappily is not often’
the case. Many children manifest great re-
pugnance to meat at first, and are coaxed
and even scolded by anxious mothers until
the habit of eating it is acquired, Adopt-
ing theinsular creed, which regards beef and
mutton as necessary to health and strength,
the mother often suffers from groundless
forebodings ahout the future of a child who
rejects {lesh and manifests what i3 regarded
as an unfortunate partiality for bread and
butter and pudding. Nevertheless, I am
satisfied, if the children followed their own
instinet in that matter, the result would be
a gain in more ways than one. Certainly if
meat did not appear in the nursery until the
children sent for if, it would be rarcly seen
there, and the young ones would, as arule,
thrive better on milk and eggs, with the
varied produce of the vegetable kingdom.
—Sir Henry Thompson,

———
THE USE OF MEDICINE.

Since there is a special tendency in most
commuuities to take too much medicine,
and to take it recklessly, it is well not to in-
crease that tendency, While the unse and
value of the drugs are not to be denied, it
is claimed that no ignorant person should
ever dabble with them, remembering that
the more active of them are active because
they are poisotis, or at least modifications of
poisons, and if given injudiciously when not
needed, or in too large doses, the poison-
element will appear.
to refer to that absurd idea that disease is a
monster, to be slain by the administration
of active poisons—killed like any other
monster, « tiger to be subjugated. On the
contrary, disease is but the ahsence of ecase
or health, a negative rather .than a positive
condition, the removal of which depends
mainly on co-operating with nature, whoese
efforts are always in the right direction,
though not always effectual. All of these,
in a certain sense, may he regarded as cura-
tive, though failure often results, either from
the lack of suflicient physical foundation,
from surrounding adverse circumstances, or
from an interference on the part of those
who would eure, but who, on account of
ignorance or false ideas, introduce diseord
and false efforts. It may be that such, fool-
ishly believing that thc more eritical and
dangerous the case, even when much re-
anced in vital force, the more powerful the
dose demanded, act on this principle; and
give the dose that might be safe, in ordinary
cases, to persons of the same age and sex,
exereising no diserimination, no judement,
Such should remember that those weak in
hody are also wenk in the stomach, as cer-
tainly unable to hear large doses as they are
to perform hard labor. | havescen
many an adult, to whom I would PR
give no more than astrong hoy,
slightly ailing, could hear at the
age of {fouryears.  And when such
are dosed with no regard to their
woakness, the sudden death is at-
tributed to “heart disease” while
the intellizent know that but a
very small percentage of the sul-
den deaths are caused by organic
diseascs of the heart.

It is aleo helicved that preven-
tion is better, easicr, safer, and

A
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cheaper than cure.  That this may 1
be done, it i3 needful to fearn the- §
laws of health and oley them.—  §
Dr. . I TTanaford. 5
Acarssy Mince Prs.—Tem B

peranee mothers, if you banish the

brandy from minee pies, do pgo
a step farther and banish the

And here if is proper,

mince pies. But lest I seem an iconoclast,who
breaks the beloved image without giving an
equivalent, let me recommend a pie that
can be given to children as nourishing food.
Let the foundation be the homely and much
despised carrot, the only vegetable ‘which
supplies plenty of iron and sulphur and
other organized substances needed to make
rich and pure blood. Boil soft and mash
through a colander. For one pie use four
large spoonfuls of carrot, two eggs, a pint of
rich milk and flavor with nutmegand sugar.
For crust, mix equal quantities of white
corn meal and flour with a little salt, and
mix with sweet cream enough to roll out like
dough. Bake carefully, eat fresh, and if
you are dyspeptic; you will make it again.

Waire Lincorny Cake.—Whites of four
eggs, one-half cup of butter, two cups of
sugar, one cup of sweet milk, three cups’ of
flour, three teaspoonfuls of baking powder.
Beat.butter to a cream to ensure lightness ;
add sugar, milk, eggs and baking powder,
well siftedin flour.  May be baked in sheets,
large cake or patty pans.

Fra Caxre.—Whites of five eggs, two cups
of sugar, one-half cup of sweet milk, one
cup of butter, threc cups of flour, three t a-
spoonfuls of baking powder,twenty-four fi_s
Slice figs and put in after the cake is in the
basin in which it is to be haked,

—————
PUZZILES.
FNIGMA, .
In fiery caverns was my glowing birth,
The great laboratories of the earth,
Thence issuing with devastating power,
Iintombing cities in a single hour ;
The vineyards of hright Sicily have heen
Of my o’erwhelming might too oft the
dreary scene.

Yet I encircle many a fair white arm,

Or holding ink and pens give no alarm

Though none may stay my incandescent
course :

Till Neptune doth oppose his briny force.-

Mysterious child of subterranean firves,

Strange relics I preserve of fair Italia’s sives.
. F. R. Haveraar,

TWO EASY SQUARE WORDS.

1. A part. 2. A hoy’s name.
species of tree. 4. Concludes.

1. Trace. 2. A mineral vein, 2 Aplace
of delight. 4. To journey.

SINGLE ACROSTIC. :

The initials of the following forin the
name of a celebrated person.

1. A naval port of I'rance. 2. A town in
England. 3. A fruit. 4. A girl’sname. 5,
A river of Italy. 6 A space. 7. A flower,
8. A refreshing drink. 4. A bird.

DOUBLE ACROSTIC,

My last, an ancient city over seas.

Within its walls my first

Sends duleet sounds abroad upon the

hreeze.

1. A badge of habyhood, fastened 'neath

the chin. :

2. By this how many a one’s been lost to

sin, -

3. This signifies * instead ;”” in F'rencly, a

place. .

3. A

4. Home from the fair, bring this with
smiling face.

5, When we're in this, what pleasant
thougihts we hide.
6. This little word, how much it may de.
cide. '
ANSWILRS T0O PULZLIES,
CHARADE —bLnnee-wood.
RenBUS,—Honesty,

A CHRISTMAS MAZR.

N
2
‘-}] 3

'
NN

3\o

o)

o ™~
A o i — "

Ly



NORTHERN MESSENGER.

The

WHERE THE CHILDREN SLEEP.

MRS, GEORGIA HULSE M’LEOD,

A mother knelt at sunset hour,
Beside a new made mound,

Only two graves could she call hers
'Midst hundreds scattered round.

“Full twenty years ago,” she moaned,
My baby fell asleep

And here I came, day after day

By his low bed to weep.”.

“So beautiful my darling was,
That strangers turned again,

To look upon his bonny face,
So free from sin’s dark stain.

I thought no sorrow was like mine
With empty arms and heart,

I prayed to die, but still was left

In the world’s crowded mart.”

‘¢ Oh, foolish mother, God knew best,
My baby safe, He keeps,
But, woe is me, where is the soul
Of this my boy, who sleeps?
Here, just one little hour ago,
They laid him ’neath the sod,
How blessed I should be to kuow
He too was safe with God !

A poor weak Absalom ! my son,
I scarce can make it true,
With victims of the dark rum fiend
That they have numbered you.
How bright, and brave, and true you were,
. Ere drink its work begun,
Only a sad and shattered wreck
When the foul work was done.”

“Two graves, my graves, my baby boy,
My son to manhood grown,
And other mothers like to me,
Make this same, sad life, moan !"
* X% x X % %
Oh men with fair and happy homes,
How long shall these things be,
Befare you roll away the stoue,
And let our sons go free?
—Baltimore, Md., Union Signal.

NEW YEAR PLEDGES.
BY CONTENT GREENLEAF.

It was a very serious question which was
undergoing discussion in Ruth’s cheerful
bedroom, one morning, about a week before
New Year’s day. In this council of three,
asin every larger body, there were different
degrees of interest shown, a warm enthu-
siasm, a langnid indifference, and  firm op-
position. Iaith, asusual, was guietly plead-
ing her cause, brave because she knew she
was right; the girls had long ago pro-
nounced her a visionary philanthropist, but
were always ready to be benefited by her
love for helping others. Ruth was not quite
so sure ; in truth she was always open to
conviction upon anysubject, and frequently
congratulated herself that she had friends.
to think for her, Gay had her mind quite
settled ; in fact it always was, settled upon
every point, from the most desirablé shade
for a new ribbon to the most knotty point
in political economy or politics. She now
expressed herself, with a very decisive tap
of her boot beel on the fender.

“I never could do'such a thing, girls,
never—it is only one of Faithie’s impossible
schemes, mnot in the least practical. lt
sounds very plausible, everything does when
judiciously stated ; but when we come to
actually do anything of that kind it is a
very different matter from planning it.
Most assuredly, it is oflicious and unlady-
like to try to force our own views upon
others in this way. You know how I feel
on the temperance question, but I cannot
expect others to adopt my opinions, and I
am not in favor of taking advantage of an
occasion when we show hospitality, to try
to force my convictions upon them,” and
Gay settled herself in the big arm-chair, as
if she felt better after taking so decided a
stand. : -

There was a pause after this emphatic
stetement, for the two listeners had no re-
ply ready, and were a trifle unsettled in

i) |even'in a cause of doubtful value.

{of course, and I explained that Faith

| their conviction by Gay’s decided manner;

earnestness and decision carrying weight,
These
three young ladies, or *girls,” as they called
themselves, were now out of school; and
consequently were allowed to give consideéra-
ble time to the social enjoyments of their
little town, They were great friends, and
found many subjects upon which they want-
ed to compare notes, so that visits were fre-
quently exchanged. This year they were,
for the first time, to receive formal
New Year calls, and had decided that the
pleasure could only fully be enjoyed to-
gether. Many were the consultations held
about dress, flowers, refreshments and all
the multiplicity of other cares, with which
the feminine mind delights to burden itself,
To.day it was a subject of graver importance
that had called them together, and the morn-
ing was slipping away without their coming
to any decision.

“What does your mother say, Ruth
ﬁt lx;’st asked Faith, “and what did you tell

er?

“Yes,” exclaimed Gay, “let us hear how
this scheme sounds when stated plainly, free
from Faithie’s earnestness ; she iz entirely
too persuasive to state any proposition

{ fairly.”

“ Forshame !” exclaimed Ruth, “ Well | I
told mother that you accepted herinvitation
to use our pariors on New Year’s day, and
she was much relieved to think the house
would be open without any responsibility on
her part. Etold her just how we expected
to manage the table and everything, no wine
ro-
posed we should have an album ready I:a.ud
ask for the autograph of every caller ; that
on the first page of the album we should have
o short pledge written, and all who were
brave enough to favor us with autographs
bound themselves to abstain from anydrink
that would intoxicate,”
“Pledged for one year,” added Faith,
“Oh! yes, I told her if we had the pledge
we would make it for a year, because then
so many more would be willing to sign ; she
said she thought it was rather an innovation
but might do. She gave her consent freely,
trusting to our judgment not to do anything
unwise. Papa said he thought it might be
just as well to make the pledges for all time,
although we might get only a few names;
but a few pledges for a lifetime are worth
agreatmany promisesmadefor only a year.”

“Oh! no,” said Faith earnestly,  there
are so many of our friends who do not know
that they are in danger. Ifthey would only
stop and think, only have a year to consider,
they would see their peril. And itisnotan
evidence of weakness to be unwilling to bind
ourselves for a long time ; we always like
to try a new plan before we adopt it. So
many have stumbledinto sin and are bardly
aware that they have done so. If they get
back into the right path for a year there is
hope for them. It isnotthe experienced
temperance workers that we want to bind
tighter, but we want to get the attention of
the undecided and thoughtless.”

“That sounds. very reasonable, Faith,”
said Gay, thoughtfully, “but who, for in-
stance? I can not think of any one who is
80 weak as not to know his danger.”

“Ah! that is the trouble, the ones who
are beginning to drink moderately, takinga
glass only occasionally, are the ones of whom
we would be least likely to hear ; we may
help where we least expect to do it.”

“Did your mother say anything else,
Ruth 77 asked Gay. ' .

“She said something about our being liked
and seemed to think it would not give
offence.”

“That is another thing I thought of,”
said Gay, “Iknow if we carry out such a
plan, so many will think it quite proper
because our parents stand well in society
here ; and are we not taking an advnntggg of
those who have a regard for social distine-
tions 9’

“No,” said Faith, “I think it is only us.
ing for good one power bestowed on us, If
social standing enables us to do anything of
this kind we are not justified in standing
back as we otherwise would.” .

“Yourargumentsare quite overpowering,
my dear,” said Gay rising and wrapping her
shawlaround her. ~ * Come, we mustgo, and
let Ruth get at her music.” .

So the two friends took leave, and as they
walked toward home,Faith renewed her con-
versation with better hope of success hecanse
there was only one to convince, She used
sometimes to say that it would not be im-
possible to convince the world of any truth

if the world could be taken one at a time,
“You will think of it seriously, please, Gay,”
gaid Faith, s

“Now, Faithie, I have thought of a com-
promise. You and I are going to receive
calls at Ruth’s, you have the album and ask
for as many autographsas you please ; I will
give you mine, but do not ask me to take
any active part.”

“No, indeed!” exclaimed Faith, * that
would never do, I am quite willing to take
any amount of work, and bearall the blame
of failure, but I must have the weight of
your influence, I need you to countenance
the plan. I have never forgetten Miss Fos-
ter’s illustration to show how much more
we might accomplish through united ef-
forts.”

“What was that ? dear, patient Miss Fos-
ter was so bountiful with her advice all
through our school-days, that I have never
been able to sort up her wisdom and label it
for future use.”

“She used to say, ¢ What if each little
drop of water in the Falls of Niagara would
think, “I am so tiny and insignificant, it
surely is not important that I should go
down, I am so small my weight is almost
nothing,  Suppose half the individuzal drops
could think the same, and act upon it, what
a weak failure there would be instead of
grandeur ; but all unite and go down witha
}Jlunge and what a power itis, Now, Gay,

believe all that Christian people have to do
to work a reformation, is to come down,
each with whatever weight of influence he
or she has. It may be influence .gained by
learning, wisdom, or goodness ; perhaps it
is only the influence of the one more which
goes toward making up a majority ; but,
whatever it is, they ought to come down.”

“I’m convinced against my better judg-
ment,” said Gay laughing ; “go on, Faith,
and I will uphold you in anything, or rather
come down, if you prefer so to express it,”
and with a cheery *Good morning,” Gay
turned towards her home,

New Year’s morning dawned bright and
clear, and at an early hour the three friends
met to give the finishing touches to the al-
ready tastefully arranged parlors ; flowers
bloomed in pots on mantel and bracket, al-
most making one forget that their season
was so longpast. On an unpretending little
table, in the bow window, lay the book
which had beenthe cause of so muchanxiety,
a good-sized antograph album, handsomely
bound, The first page was tastefully de-
corated with a wreath of forget-me-nots,
the work of Gay’s skilful hauds ; here was
written the pledge, which was the result of
some thought on Faith’s -part :

JANUARY 1st, 1881,

We, the undersigned, do hereby promise
to abstain from the use of any intoxicating
drink, for one year. May God help us,

It was Gay’s wish that the wording of the
pledge should be very simple, explaining
that she had an aversion to seeing asimple
statement buried in a weight of words; a
promise was & promise, just as surely if it
only consisted of *Yes,” asif it was com-
posed of a multiplicity of statements.

Friends began to come early,and the first
experience was a trifle discouraging, but
rotadisappointment. Mr, Simmons, whose
lavender gloves betrayed the man of fashion
was the first caller ; he was easily enter-
tained and seemed reluctant to leave the
merry group., It had Deen decided that
Faith should be the first to ask for an auto-
graph, this she did in few words, and was
greeted by the inevitable, “ Aw ! indeed,”
followed by ““ Ah ! quite unique. Iseeyou
have not yet been favored, so really, ladies,
you must excuseme.” And hebowed him-
self out.

Faith’s disappointment was lost in amuse-
ment at Gay’s indignation at the rebuff ;
“Quite unique, indeed, afraid to sign his
name first, that is always the way with shal-
low minds, so much afraid of getting out of
the ordinary rut.”

Many callers followed, a large majority
signed, and varied were the motives which
led to their doing so, the minister’s ready
acquiescence and his cordial :  “ This is en-
couraging, to see you carry the temperance
question into social life, may you be blessed
in this effort,” was a strong contrast to the
hesitation of one young school friend, who
colored deeply as he handed back the book,
saying, “ I don’t half believe I can keep it,
but I will try.”

“ And this,” said Faith, gravely, pointing
to the last few words of the pledge, “is
our assurance that you will not try. in vain,”

Some signed because they felt under obli-

gation to the young ladies for hospitality
shown in the past, others because they did
not want to appear disobliging ; one, be-
cause, (as he afterward said), ¢ It seemed to
be the thing to do ;”* one or two, because
they could not resist the appealing look
from Rutb, and were willing to do even
greater things to win her'favor. .

Several had never before been asked to
sign a pledge ; they did not belong to the
class who frequent temperance meetings,
and would have considered it a rudeness for
any one to have thrusta pledge before them.
They were not even moderate drinkers, but
might have been ealled occasional drinkers.
To some it was a revelation that young ladies
of culture, who wore fashionable clothing,
and could entertain well, were really inter-
ested in & reformation so often associated
only with age, staid manners, and rather dull
prayer-meetings,

But even with so much encouragement,
Faith was not quite satisfied ; the one for
whom she bad watched all day so anxiously
did not call,

Ralph Emerson had married Faith’s only
sister but three years before, andvalready
had appeared the shadow of that cloud which
darkens‘so many households, It wasnot a
trouble which could be told of,ox-with which
a friend could openly sympathize. Oh,no!
anyone would have scouted the idea of
Ralph’s being actually drunk—so coarse a
word could hardly be used in, connection
with so polished a gentleman, and yet—
Yaith knew too well thesecret of her sister’s
heavy eyes and failing spirits; and as she
greeted her brother-in-law rather late in the
aftérnoon, it was with a sinking heart that
she noted his flushed cheeks.

“ A long call, ladies, because my last one,”
he said, gaily ; “I have reserved my great-
est treat for the last.”

For more than half-an-hour he lingered,
and still Faith lacked courage to make the
request, which devolved on:iler, the others
being engaged. Atlast, rather hesitatingly :

* Ralph, I want a New Year’s autograph,
may I have it

¢ Certainly, my most amiable sister.”

“But thereare certain conditions attached
—see 17

He read the pledge slowly, then closed the
book impatiently.

“So tEis is a trap set for me ?”

“ No, Ralph,” said Faith earnestly ; © be-
lieve me, I meant no offence.
asked every one who called to-day, and see
the names.”

He glanced through the book ; his friends
most of them—and surely in so goodly a
company he would not be ashamed to see
hisname ; not one reformed drunkard among
them ; a few he knew would often take a
social glass, but if they bad now debarred
themselves for a year from that enjoyment,
why not join them ?

After ten or fifteen minutes’ hesitation,
during which, with ready tact, Faith was
seemingly occupied in another part of the
room, he took the pen and hastily wrete his
name ; then, as he hade an abrupt “ Good-
by ? to the girls, to Faith he said aside :

“ We will not discuss this ; no words, re-
member ; I have a .special aversion to
scenes.” v ‘

How deep was Faith’s thankfulness! - As
the girls sat around the fire late that.even-
ing, and discussed the day’s pleasure ;. Ruth
counted the names and triumphantly “an-
nounced the number. | R

The riames, as written, might be‘quickly
counted, but who can estimate the result of

-this one act of the girls, the power of the

mighty wave just set in motion, the real,
earnest thoughts started, the good resolu-
tions formed, the possible evils checked,
because taken'in season.—Church end Home,

——pr————r

NEVER THOUGHT.

“Comenow ! We don’t want any teeto-
taliem here ! Do we ? it spoils all the fun,
You’re not really ‘afraid of 2 glass ? (Con-
fidentially aside.) Perhaps we’d better not
press him.”

The sneers that pass around are unendur-~
able, the insinuation'stings to the quick, the
line is crossed, the tempter is the victor, the
wine taken, and— :

At the evening parties this winter one
bright face will be missing, and the one who
had been forward to sneer, will have to say,
“It would have been better not to press
him—he blames me, I expect, but I never
thought of it.”

We have '
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homeknew that he had ret . i ; ;
- v iad refurned. Entering father’s:company? God hless her! sheshall

‘the house all to yourself ?”?
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A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

. BY MARGARET B. SANGSTER,
With words ;lm.t fall sweeb ns the notes of

.. harp, .

With nothing about them digcordant or sharp,
@ meet and we greet those in life we hold doar,

And tenderly wish them a Happy New Year.

The aged one wearing a glory of white

And bem'iug.before-tgme the hexwen]y’li ht,
he wee one just stepping the pathway along,

Alike hear the cadence as glad as a song.

From husband to wife, and from father to child,
Yes, even to children both erring and wild,
The dear wish is wafted, and freighted with

care 3
It half seems to borrow the pinions of prayer.

A. happy new year,
The leaves ofyits,
read ;

New blessings, new tasks,new fulfilments maybe,

O friend, in the year that is coming, for thee.

for the old year has fled,
book to the last have been

A Happy New Year, and o new year for Him,

With mercy who makes our life-cup over-brim.

A Mappy New Year, for we aronot our own H

God gl';:}mt we may walle with our eyes on the
rone,

Ay, a 1H:Lppy New Year, though an mrow of
ve

o
Already be pointed to call usabove;
In h,vmg or dying, in labor or rest,
God’s will forus each must be highest and best.

Then, Christian, be joyful, whate’er may befall,
And still see the hand of thy 1Mather in all ;
A‘ccept from i gratefully, feoling no fear,
The beautiful gift of another New Year.

A-NEW.-YEAR’S TALE.

It was strange that three men like Cap-
tain Hall, Mr, Iughes, and Mr. Hooper
should have Christian wives and lovely
children. But it was as true as strange.
Although the three gentlemen were very
fond of their cups and very proud of their
“club,” their wives were wise and lovable
women, devoted to their respective homes,
and bringing up their little ones in the way
they should go. The evening before New
Year’s My, Hughes left his house quite sarly
for theclub-room. Hesoon returned, how-
ever, on account of a severe headache which

slippers beside it, and I think she hopes that
he will come home some night and use his
things ; but he never does.”

 Oh, how nice it would beifall our papas
would come home evenings, - Thisis the last
day of the old year ; perhaps they will do
differently this new year that is just coming.
Why can’t we all pray together that our
papas will spend their evenings at home ?”
Emma askeg. _

“ We can, of course,” answered Dora
Hooper earnestly. “*Can’t we kneel right
down together by the sofa, and each pray
silently 97 _

“Yes, we can, surely ; there is no onc
around to laugh at us, and if there was,
there’s nothing to laugh at because three
little girls kneel down together to pray for
their fathers,” Maude said tremulously.

Mr. Hughes, still looking at the group
(now with kneeling forms and bowed heads,
golden, brown, and black, close together),
had no inclination. to laugh ; indeed, tears,
long unknown to his eyes, were trickling in
quick, hot drops down his cheeks,

“ Ah ! the darlings, bless them !”? his heart
said, It was the first prayer for him in
long, wandering years, bnt it was heard and
auswered. '

New Year's came. Icould not, if I
would, tellyou of the smiles and the prayers
and the great rejoicing in three houses that
day. And there was cause for rejoicing, for
right on the threshold of the glad new year
the' “Lord brought back his own.”

“I’ll never forget that tableau, Lizzie,”
Mr. Hughes said privately to his wife.
“Those three little irls, only twelve years
old, kneeling together, begging the Lord for
their father’s company. [’ve signed the
pledge, Lizzie, and, God helping me, I'll be
nhhuslmnd aud father worth having after
this,”?

Lizzie Hughes’ arms were about her hus-
band’s neck,

“Oh ! what a glad new year! what a glad
new year! And we can thank the children,
for it was their prayers which brought us
this great joy.”?

" * Yes, their earnest prayers brought three
wanderers home. Captain Hall was com-

unfitted him even for the so-called joys of
the club. His wife was out, and no one at

the front door by the aid of his hight-kiy, |
he threw.aside his cont and hat, went. into
the unlighted library, and lay down upon
the soft couch,

“Oh! what a wretched headache,” he
muttered,

After-a few moments he became very
drowsy, and in spite of aching head he soon
slept a fitful sleep. * Presently the sound of
sweet young voices reached his ears, and
opening hig heavy eyes he saw, through the
door ajar into the adjoining room, three
young girls, his own sweet daughter Maude
being one of them. '

“ Mamma is out, doing some errands for
the New Year, and papa hag gone to the
‘club,’s0 we have the houseall to oursglves,”

. Maude said, hustling about to makehings

cosy for her young guests,—* Do -you like
asked Dora

Hdoper, a grieyed; look spreadi her
face al¥ih réed up. P
geldom have it - yaelf.

always at home, T wish
me of papa.”. Poor, dear
spepds,an evening at home.

worihe.would.: I wish le-
P850 hnggl. n .Mnudg

by A M) 4 .
tEmma Hallfn
dlways attends :
Hooper and papaf?Z%.0f“course, theres
where he goes; but he”Wouldn’t go if he
didn’t have to work there,” Maude asserted.

“Oh! I think you’re mistaken,” Emma
Hall said ; * papa says they go there to talk
and have a good time,” .

# Perhaps your papa does, but I don’t be-
lieve mine does. I asked him once to stay
at home with mamma and me and he an-
swered, ‘It isn’t possible,’ I’m sure papa
wouldn’t stay away from home just to have
a good time, Why, he could have a great
deal better time at home. It’s so pleasant
here evenings, but we do long for papa to
be with us, Mamma always looks the
prettiest when evening comes, She sits by
the table and sews, sometimes reads, but in
spite of her smiles, mamma often feels sad,
and I can see tears in her eyes. I think I
know the reason, too. Mamma pulls outa
big chair every evening and throws a

¥ %And " h
‘grown ¥ .

pletely broken down when I related the
scene to him. ¢ What! my little Emma
down on her knees praying for her sinful

bave it." And he signed the pledge, and so
did Hooper, tears were in tlln)eir eyes and
prayers upon their lips as they wrote their
names,” -

% Bless the children!”  Mr. Hughes said
fervently.—S. 8. Messenger. -
. e

A BLUE RIBBON BOY.
A BTORY FOR NEW YEAR'S DAY,

* Happy New Year ! Happy New Year !’
The first -sun of the year did not shine
brighter than Johnny’s eyes, nor waa the
pink it bad painted on the sky any deeper
than the glow Jack Frost had brought to his
cheeks as he took a brisk walk to give a morn-
ing greeting to his grandfathenr,

“Happy New Year,my boy. How much
blggg}x" have you grown since last New Year's

day
71 don’t know yet, I haven’t measured,
but there’s a mark on a door at home, and

Il seeag.soon as I get back,”
ow mp’ghﬁw‘gﬁttei{ have you

Ak

“Qht-Ican’ttell that. 1 haven't got
that marked any where, you know 1?
“Somebody hasit marked, Johnny, You

?{ will have to meet the record some day. It’s

a bad thing to be growing older and’ bigger
)??t,l,lout growing wiser and better, isn’t
i . .

“ Yes, sir, I'm going to begin this very
day, and try how much better I can grow by
next year.” :

“If you live, you mean. And don’t for-
get, dear boy, to ask for help where help is
found,. What is this bit of ribbon 7”

“That? Why, grandfather, that is my;
temperance badge, 'm a blue ribhon boy,
Didn’t you know that 7”

“And what are blue ribbon boys good
for?? :

“ Why, sir, they’re an army t6 fight
against old Kinﬁ Alcohol,” Johnny doubled
up his fists and walked up and down the
room with bigsteps. ¢ You’d hear about it
at the Band of Hope, if you go there.
They’re going to fight all their lives against
wine, and beer, and whiskey. Aud some
of us take the tobacco pledge too. We're

dressing-gown over it, and puts papa’s

neverAgoin§ to put the nasty stuff in our
mouths as long as we live.”

“Don’t forget it, Johuny. It’s a long
fight you have before you, but you will win
one day, though grandfather will not live
to see it, and the victory will be as glorious
a3 the world will ever see. Stand by your
colors wherever you go.” .

Jobnny went out and walked homeward
with his eyesand ears full of pleasant sights
and sounds. Bells were jingling and sleigh
runners crunching over the crisp snow,
while horses pranced gaily, and faces filled
with the merriment of the New Year beamed
on every side,

“ Come here, Jobnny. Come and take a
ride,” some one shouted to him., A big
sleigh load of young men waspassing, amony
whom was one whom he had often seen at
his father’s house. The sleigh made a dash
towards bim, and he was seized and swung
in among them almest before he knew it
and then flying like the wind through the
sharp air,

£ We're making calls, Johuny, and we
want a nice young fellow like you along,
for we're a jolly set, you see!” Johnny
thought it very nice indeed, and was well
pleased, when they soon drove up before a
flight of marble steps, at seeing that the
house was one where he had often been with
his mother.

And it was still nicer to go into the hall
where one might almost think he had hap-
gened into fairyland itself. Brightly

looming flowers and evergreens were ou
every side, brilliant in the gaslight which
shut out the sober color of the morniug
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* % Oh, Johnny {” Miss May
around the litile speaker, and there were
tears in_ her eyes. “I did know. ButI
didn’t think about it as I ought. I'm glad

“ Miss May,”? Johnny turned to the young

lady who had filled-his plate for him, “you
didn’t know—7'course you didn't,ior you
wouldu’t have wine on your pretty table—
that it’s wrong to give it to folks; but if
yowll go to the Band of Iope they’ll tell

ou all about it.” '
ut her. arm

ou came, for I shall never do it again.”
Johnuy sat down and finished his lunch

with great satisfaction, after which he took

is leave, o
“I'm glad T told them,” he said to him-

self as he breathed the sweet breath of the
outside air, and felt the sunlight pleasant to

is eyes after the glare of the gas, *’cause

now they’ll know and they’ll never touch it
again,”—N.Y. Observer.

———— s
TrE Farrg of the Head
Is the faith that is dead §
The faith of the IHeart
Is better in part ;
But the faith of the Hand
Is the faith that will stand,
For the faith that will do
Must include the fir: t two.

Gop NEVER gave man anything to do

concerning which it were irreverent to
ponder how the Son of God would bave

one it,.—~Marquis of Lossie.

And then undersilken curtains they watked
into a room wmore beautiful still in Johnny’s
eyes, For there was a table shining with

Question Corner.—No. 1.

glass and china and silver, made prettier by

the dainty things they held. Johnny’s eyes
took in admiringly the great fruit stand in
the centre of the table, with its beautiful
arrangement of color, while the frosted cakes
and the sandwiches made him realize how
very soon after breakfast a boy’s appetite
cav reviveon a winter's morning,.

“ Happy New Year! Happy New
Year !?

There was a wonderful amount of cheery
greeting and merry chatter. The pretty
young lady of the hounse and.two or three
friends with her, seemed glad to see them
all, Johnny, too, who was soon settled on &
sofnzgwith-a -plate~liberally-filled -vith--the
good things froin the table.

But just as he was holding up a cluster of
grapes, something else caught his eye and
he set it down without tasting. He looked
again'and then put his plate of goodies on
the'sofa and walked into the gay circle,

“Mr, ——, well, I don’t know what your
naine is—bnt did you ever know my
cousin, Phil Murray?”’

His clear childish voice cut through the
hum’ of conversation and every one was
listening when he stopped. But no one
angwered his question, He had apoken a
name which for months had been unheard
aniong those who knew it well, or spoken
only as we speak in hushed tones the name
of one who 13 dead—or far worse.

4 Did you?” he repeated. *“Did you
know my cousin, Phil Murray 7

% Yes, I did, my little fellow.”

“1 thought perhaps you didn’t. Any
way, I don’t think you know something I
know about him. Mother cries about him
yet. He drauk some whiskey and it made
him angry and cross—not a bit like himself
—and then he began to quarrel with an.
other young man, They said he didn’t
know what he was doing, but he took a
pistol and shot him. - And they thought the
young man wasn’t hurt very bad, but he
died—yes, he did, sir ! And then they put
my cousin Phil in prison, and when they
let him ont after a great while, ’cause they | T
said he didn’t mean to, he came to our house | -
just once, and his face was white and his|8
eyes looked strange, aud then he went away
and we don’t know whereheis, My'mother
says” (he spoke slowly, accenting with his

S
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drinking wine and then got to drinking
whiskey. Just that you have in that little
glass, I'm a blue-ribbon boy, so I ought to
tell you so yon’ll know, and then you won’t
take wine, I wish some one had told poor
cousin Phil.,” '

Thexe was a tremor in hisvoice, Noone
joterrupted him as he thus uncovered the
picture of a family sorrow, as only a child
could have done, but the glasses were
quietly set down. Every one remembered
well the bright young fellow who, only a
year before, had been the life of such gath-

t

erings as this,

“ently set o aft
of Canaan by Joshua?

BIBLE QUESTIONS.
1. Where are God’s people called ¢ the

children of light ?”

2. Which of the Old Testament prophets

had a-vision of the four heasts afterwards
seen by St. Jolm in the Isle of Patmos, and
described by him in Rev. iv, 6.87

n

3. Where are we told that, though Jo.
eph’s brethren acted wickedly in selling

him into Egypt, his being taken there was
really the working of God’s providential
care for His people?

Tabernacle pern:an.-

4 Whare was the
of the con quest of thé land

5. From whatpassagedo weseethatthough

St. Paul was held in_captivity by the Ro.
mans, he yet regarded himself as * the
prisoner of the Lord”?

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA.

What prophet’s voice, with warning word
Foretold a city’s fate,

The second voice that eity heard

Rebuke its sinful state?

Who under David’s rebel son

Commanded Judah’s bands, _
But, when the king the fight had won,

Was killed by Joab’s hauds?

Name him who owned a threshing floor
Which once a temple made, ’

For there the angel David saw

His work of judgment stayed.

A queen refused her lovely face

Before a feasting throng ;

Who, counselled her complete disgrace

And deemed her conduct wrong ?

Liast of two names that Paul records,

When to their church he wrote,
“ These fellow-prisoners were th

e Lord’s
efore men, men of note.” -

14
Whaoever can these answers rightly tell
Will soon decipher other three as well ;
Initials name a woman sorely grieved,
Who left home famished, and returned be-

reaved ; )
he finals name a food some travellers
found
trewn, every morning,on the dewy ground;

While central letters spell the name of one
Who closed in woe what insolence begun.

P TR ANSWERSTO BIBLE QUESTIONS IN NO. 2%
little forefinger) “ that my cousin Phil began | N

Jehoshaphat ; 2 Chron, 20, 20, 22,

Corneltus the centurinon ; Acts x. 19-41;

«‘'he fool hath said In his heart there {s no
od ;" P8 Xty L

T'he Gibeonites; Josh, Ix. 3.

A SERIES OF DWELLINGS.~I'he tnbernaeie in
16 wilderness [Jox. xxvl 1,15, &e.1; the Pempla

of Solomon [1 Kings vi. 7, 9, &c.]; Lhe human
body of our blessed Redeemer [foihn ii. 21]; the
gloritied body tn which He asernded to heaven
{Pnil 111 215 1 John B, 2),
snebh passages as Rev, xi, 19, xv, 8, andd xxi, 2,
suficiently shows what’ “series of dwelllngs”
thig question hadl in view. On the last poiny,
of all see 1 Cor, vi, 19; L Peter i1, 5,

What we read In

CORRECT ANSWERS RECEIVED.
Correct answers have been received from

Alfred Gould, AtbertJesse French, and Jennlg
Lyght,
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'THE BETHLEHEMITES.

(From the German, By Julie Sutter.)
PART 1.—*IN HIS NAME SHALL THE GENTILES
' TRUST."—Continued.

CHAPTER .III,-—Contjnucd. .

the journey myself, and anxious to go to
rest, To-morrow .I willgo :and inquire,
and if it is as Joseph eaid, 1 will offer them
hospitality.” SEIE RN
The travellers were vanishing from their
: . : sight' behind a curve . of the. road which
Her father, the centurion, would often |turned at axight angle almost by the house
speak longingly of Rome, of her palaces, her
%easures, her feasts in the arenn, Not so
irginia, who had grown accustomed to the
life in Judeen in these quiet years since her
mother’s death., She had found out, to be
sure, that the people of the land who
worshipped Jehovah would have nothing in
common with the nation of idols ; her proud
father moreover had forbidden herto be on
friendly terms with her Jewish neighbors.
But since their houses almost touched, she
could not but watch the habits of the priest’s
family, especially when they gathered op the
roof. In the stillness of the present even-
ing there ghe was a witness to the scene
we have described. And though she could
not hear_all that was said, yet she under-
stood from their gestures that a solemn
subject of unusual; interest must be the
theme of their conversation.
But those words of prophecy
which Zadok had spoken with
uplifted voice rung in her ear,
filling her with marvel as to
their import. “Aund thoy,
Bethlehem, in the land of

the pair, and as they passed: beneath her
father’s house she bent over the parapet
watching them,
she knew not. She felt strangely moved at
the sight of that poor travel-worn woman ;
she would have liked to c¢all these tired
wanderers in and give them rest, but she
dared not in her father's absence, and with
ont his approval. But as she leant over
the parapet, a rose she worein her hair fell

ing up, smiled at the maiden. And strange
to say, Virginia’s heart seemed to fill with
sunshine, ghe could but smile in return, A
wondrous calm entered her breast, she seem-
ed conscious of love only, doubt and sadness
having vavished,  Her eyes followed. the
way-worn traveller tiil another curve of the

“ Not to-night, my boy. I am weary of

of the centurion. ' ‘Virginia alsohad noticed.

Why did her heart beat?

down to the feet of the woman, who look-|

sticks.... And here it is,” she cried ; *“how
delighted he will'be that I have found it.
Good night, Virginia 1? _

¢Can you not stay a minute 3’ asked the
latter:shyly, . o .

“Well—not long!” replied Rachel.
“They are all gone to bed ; it was only at
my urgent enireaty that mother permisted
my running out for a moment,”

~“I—I wanted toask you,”” began Virginia
hesitatingly,  to tell me about this God of
whom your father spoke to you this even.
ing. Atleast whatI heard seemed to me to
refer to a God about to be born here, at
Bethlehem, ' Is it 507" '

“Yes,” said Rachel simply.

“But--L cannot understand—I thought
your people believed in one God only—
Him whom you call Jehovah,”

“So wedo, but we look for HisSon whom

He will send to save us, the Messiah, the

Prince of Pence. . The Jews have been wait-
ing for Him for years. For, many daysago,
nay hundreds of y ears ago, the Lord Jehovah
has promised by the mouths of His prophets
t6 send Him ; and his word is now about to

- —
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be fulfilled.” * How can you tell ?”

A g LTI

Juda, art not the least among
the princes of Juda : for out of
thee shall ecome a Governor,
that shall rule my people
Israel.”

“ What could be the mean-

should there be avother at I
Bethlehem 77 And again,
“ His name shall be called
W on derfunl, Counsellor, the
mighty God, the everlasting
Father, the Prince of Peace.”
He must be a wondrous God, if
all this could be said to Him!
She would ask Rxchel about it
Rachel often would linger when
thefamily had retircd;s%e woutld
call her to the garden Wall, she
would learn of her what it
meant.

Zadok and his family mean-
while had lifted their handsin
prayer, raising them over their
heads after the fashion of the
Jews. “Lord,hawlong! Tarry
now, but come. thou hope of
thy poeple in whom the Gen-
tiles shall trust.”

On the wings of the evening
air even these words reached
Virginia, and wistfully she
murmured :

“Can a God of the Jews be
aught to the Roman? Could
he” wake hope and trust in
me "

Zadok was Dlessing his chil-
dren, and in his turn humbly
howed his head to receive his
mother’s benediction,

They were yet on the roof of
their house, when a man and a
woman came slowly np the road,
gaining the steep hill,  Theman
was evidently a carpenter, for in one hand
he carried a bagket with tools, On his back
was strapped a hundle that seemed to con-
tain change of linen and coarse woollen

oW e

AFAR,

STRANGERS FROM

road hid them from view. Now only she
remembered again  that she had been
anxious to hear about the God to he horn
at Bethlchem, and turning around she found
coverings, The woman by his side was that the priest’s family bad descended from
young, her face was lovely, but pale; the roof. “They have all retired for the
wearily she rested on his arm,and hoth were night,” she sail ; but no, the slight figure
covered with dust, of Rachel moved in the garden,
“ Strangers,” eid Ketara, Little Titus had cuddled himself up with
them, his Jamb, and both seemed asicep; she
“Come from afar, evidently,” said Zadok, ' could leave him alone foraminute, Quick-
“ But methinks, I know who they are—!ly shc yan down the narrow stairs, calling to
friends of Abel, the carpenter, who met: Afra as she passed to put the ehild to hed ;
them at noon by Rachel’s sepulchre, Le!and with hasty footsteps she sped through
tarried behind me on their account. The | the garden to the wall at the further end.
poor young wife Jooks sndly worn.” Riging on tip-toe she saw Rachel who ap-
“ She does, indeed,” said Ketura pitying- ' parently looked forsome lost object among
ly ; adding after a while : “we might have the hushes. :
called them in to spend the night with us.” |« Have you dropped anything 1 queried
“ They willfind all they need at the inn,” | Virginia. '
returned Zadok. , Rachel, who had nat heard her coming,
¢ Perhaps not, father,” cried Joseph, “ {or | started and smiled.  “NotI,” she said, “but.
I heard the good man say some hours sinee, | my brother Joseph camot find the knife
if more strangers arrived, he could only | which my father gave him before he went
lodge them with the eattle, for no room was | to Jerusalem ; he is afraid father may tax
left at theinn!” “May I run and bring | him with carelessness. le remembers
them back, father,”” urged Samuel, having used it here yesterday, cutting some

watching

B drl\llﬂlﬂ.ﬂv’m_nuumg

ing,” she mused, “a God, a ' 1 \;u’i_mﬂ;w
governor at Dethichem? The  fdl ST Hlé;'l}j*
Jews worship but one God, how [ 1 ] lﬁmmlml}

[r=
—

“Tt is toolate to-night to explain all this
to you, mother will be anxious abont me.

- - Tcan only say, we believe that He will

come soon, even hereat Bethlehem. Idare-
say, there will be a sign from heaven,” she
added, half to herself. )
- Argign 1 eried Virginia ; ¢ what.sign 17
“Iknow not. May be that a chariot of

[fire will bring Him down from heaven like

the one that took up Elias, the prophet. Or
angels may appear, such as were seen hy
Father Abraham when he was told that he
should have 2 son. But we know nothing
about it.” . ‘
“ Do not your holy books tellyou ¥’
“No—yes, to besure! Irememberlenrn-
ing something about & sign, some time

ago.”

“ Can you repeat it now ?’

“ [ think so,* said Rachel. ¢ Thus saith
the prophet ; ¢ Behold a virgin shall bear a
gon, and shall ¢all bis name Emmanuel.
He will rsave His people from their sing *.”

“Sins ! whataresins 7’ queried Virginia,
“‘Save His people from their sins’—what
does that mean? Tell me.” '

“I hardly understand it myself,” said
Rachel, “at least I cannot .explain. We
will ask my father to-morrow.. Good night
now, Virginia, I must not stay any longer !”
awny she ran,jdisappearing within doors,

Slowly and'thoughtfully the Roman mai-
denretraced hersteps. How empty and com-
fortless seemed her dwelling, = She wish-
ed her father were there, that she might
speak with him. Shewenf to her chamber,
and withont undressing, lay down on her
bed. " Strange thoughts and feelings chased
sleepaway. It was as though she also were
waiting for the God that should be horn at
Bethlehem, as though she needed Iim!
She called her Greek attendant, requesting
her to carry her couch upon the roof ; rest.
less as she was, she would spend the night
in the light of the stars. T T

Inthat Eastern country the nights, even at
that season, are generally warm and
pleasant, so that Virginia, wrapped in a
broidered covering, need not fear cold or
damp, She lay still, gazing at the spangled

heavens; the stars seemed like {riendly

eyes to her, and she felt less lonely than be-
fore, Shethought of her dead mother, of
her fatheraway at the Roman citadel.. And
again she occupied her thoughts with the
Messiah of whom Rnachel had spoken,
w hisporing half-unconsciously :  “Bless me
also thou God of Bethlehem, and let me sec
thy sign !” )
Her eyes were heavy, and Virginia slept.

| the tempter by the ‘si&'sﬂggaf 4

1 when it stamps ever;

Caarrer IV.

That same evening the Egyptian physi-
cian had been called to attend-a case of ill-
ness, his daughter Zillah awaiting his return.
Midnight had passed, when there was a stir
in the street, and, believing it might be her
father, she hastened to the door. It was
not he, but she heard voices in the distance.
She ran up to the roof, and perceived what
looked likea cloud of dazzling light. As
she stood wondering, it faded from the sky.
Strangely moved she sat down by the para-
pet ; not long, and there were figuresspeed-
ing along the stree’, and the words she heard
filled her with amazement. v

When the physician arrived presently,
-and Zillah had let him in, shesaid : ¢ Father,
what is it that moves the town at this un-
usual hour 3

But he could only tell her that he had
met the sons of Elizabeth running with baste
toward the inm, to see s babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes, and lying in a manger.
*¢ These shepherds have Jost their heads,”
he added, * else how could they leave their
j flocks by night to run after a babe! A

manger, moreover, i8 a strange

place where to seek an infant.”

They ran past this house,” said
Zillah, “and I heard them speak of
the Messiah. It mustbe Him they

. seek.” .

“More wonderfulstill,”remarked
the physician, ¢ a Messiah in a
manger—a King dwelling with ox
and ass!?

“ But, father,” said the maiden
shyly, “do 'mot we worship
animals, and is not Apis an ox ?”?

* “To be sure,” returned the
Eoyptian with asmile of contempt.
Like most of the learned men of
his nation, he had his own views
concerning these deities, whether
ox, or cat, or crocodile ; he looked
- wonderingly at Zillah, secing that
she was moved. :

¢ Father,” she continued after a while,
almost tremblingly, “I would like to find
out in the morning—there may be a King
after all. May Igo?” .

“By all means,”” replied he Jaughing ;
“1hisis hut harmless curiosity in my child !
Ouly.do not go alone: but take -Rebekah
with you, the Jewish nurse. Good night,
Zillah,” he added, kissing the upturned face,
“ you shall tell me all ahout this new God
when .youn have seen Him. To think that
even a daughter of mine could be so
foolish !

 But was it folly 1 she said to herself
whenleftalone, “Might therenot besome-
thing in this Jewish expectation of a
Messiah 1?7 She knew many at Bethlehem
who looked for His coming. “Iwillgoin
the morning and see for myself,” she said.

The night was far advanced, and the
maiden having sought her couch, slept the
sleep of youth.

(To be continued.)
———

WaEN the State writes ¢ Criminal” over
the door-way of the mgst elegant drinking-
saloons, as well as oyer the Jowest grog-
shops ; when it placesiattthe b . justice
i, and

dangerons heverage ‘i%géi
fhasyid

a public nuisance
warn ‘the you% U %

their feet aside fro
Judge Pity

WE ARE'SowINgG se
every day we live;*which are sure to take
root in somebody’s life,

————

THE NEW YEAR.

I am the little New Year, ho, ho !
Here I come tripping it over the snow,
Shaking my bells with 2 merry din,—
So open your doors and let me in !

Blessings I bring for each and all,
Big follc and little folk, short and tall ;
Iach one from me a treasure may win ;
So apen your doorsand let me in !

Some shall have silver and some shall have gnld,
Some shall have new siotiies and some have old 3
Some shall have brass and some shall have tin,
So open your doors and let me in.

Someshall have water and someshall havemilk,
Some shall have satin and some shall have silk ;
Liut each one from me o blessing may win ;

o open your doors and let me in !

= Youth’s Companion.
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WE'LL FOLLOW BACH DAY.
“Howmany days doos a new yearhave, maunna
1 Oneab atime, dear °
{‘ * One, quickly flcoting,
/. Going out to its meeting
Of: duties and plonsures, and comfort and joy ;
y "\'\ One, my boy, .
RS

S
SAhen how many to-morvews., ave there,
munmmna 7 .
, None at all, dear ;
s To-morrow alway
, Ts lost in to-day,
That pulsing with life, bids Lo Iabor arise
Kire it flies.

* Where does it fly to, pray tell me mamma?”
Into the mist, dear, )
That, ever folding
. From human beholding,
Covors the past as we muke 1t each day
On our way. :

*T want to be good, but—how can I, mamnia ?°
mly this way, deur ;
Jesus the lowly,

RESTITUTION,

Among the hills of Northern New Eng-
land were two infidel neighbors, Oue of
these heard the Gospel wmessage, was im-
pressed therewith, and enabled to bow in
heart to the visitations of that grace which
hath appeared unto all men, and which
bringeth salvation to those who are guided
by it. This grace, the apostle says, teaches
us, among other duties, to liverighteounsly ;
and the convieted siuner felt that he had
wronged his neighbor. No doubt his pride
rebelled against making the acknowledg-
nient of his fuult; but the terrors of the
Lord for disobedience are a fearful burden
to an arcused conscience—as the Scriptures
show, “A wounded spirit, who can bear ¢’
So he visited his infidel neighbor and in-
formed him of the change that had taken
place in his feelings as to religion, The

.. 8o meek and so holy, :
Will teach little children no older
than you -
What to do.

* How can e, so far in she sky, toll
me, mannna
~Gan't you see, dear?
Into the hands of papa,

- - And those of mamma,

He bas given the Bible, to guide to

all joy
Our own boy,

“We'll follow him every step, won's
we, manma
e#, truly, dear;
Cluse to thg’entl !
This tenderest friend
We'll follow so gladly each step of
the way
This new day.
Marcarer StpDNEY,

ey
“BEFORE” AND “NOW.”»

A Chinese convert m Australia,
named Paul Ah Fat, was asked
what good had been done by mis-
sionary work in seven years
among his countrymen at New
Bendigo, He gave the following-
answer : .

Before, no one understand
God’s Word, Good many work
Sunday all sawe as week-day.
Now, uo work done on Sunday
at New Bendigo by my couutry-
men. Perbaps chop little wood
for house -or wash him clothes;
but no go work. No matter
poor, every onte no work on Sun-
day. .
Before, all worshipidols. Now
many come to church; he no
worship idols. When Lee Wal
begin to read, good mauy have
idols in house ; thirty more.
Myself had one. Now, only ten
houses and stores at New Den-
digs with idols in them,

Before, at old township, good
many Chinese steal fowls, every-
thing. Now, no more stesl;
every one work ; go get job.

Before, every night, China-
men learn to practise fight. I
tell him too stupid fellow. You
learn GodjgaWord, you no waut

to fight. , 1no* more learn
fight, LiearnfGod’s . Word.

e, TIOW, choew fgi'
‘El,ggﬁléi“fy people

Word. ~
yxtgo¥miuch time ; no-
thing to do"™ Now, many say,
learn®” to read Gods Word.
Now, no more waste time. I
like to read. C .

Before, good many make fun God’s
Word, lavgh, Papers were put upon out-
side of store, make laugh at Christian,
Papers were put up on door of baptized
men’s house. Now, heathen men no more
make fun ; strong man’s hands tied up.
Dimself like it now. Very quiet now,

Before, Ung Bak, old man at store, too
angry at people go to Mission-house. He
say 1o matter who go to Mission-house, no
! more give trust to bim. What for 7 L ask,
O, he go-to Mission-house ; no more good
luck. Now, he every day go himself Jearn
to read. He once angry to you when
you go_his stove. Now, he very glad sece
you.—Missionary Outlook.

—er—

Tag very firsl, step toward action is the

death warrant of doubt.—3arquis of Losste.

will suffer that, If it is money or property
you want, say the word, Ilave a good
farm and money at interest, and you can
haveall you ask, I want tosettle this mat-
ter and get xid of it.”

The infidel was amazed,
tremble,

“If you have got those sheep you are
welecome to them, I don’t want anything
of you if you will only go away ; a man
that will come to me asyou have —some-
thing must have got hold of you that 1
don’t understand, You may have the
sheep if you will only go away.”

“ No,” said the Christian, “ I must settle
this matter and pay for thesheep ; I shall
not he satisfied without. And you must
tell me how much.”

“Well,” said ihe sceptic, “if you must

e began to

pay me, you may give me what the sheep

“ HOW MANY DAYS DOES A

other replied that he had heard it, and was
surprised, because he had thought him
about as sensible a man as there was in town.

“Well,” gaid the Christian, “ I have a
duty to do to you, and I want you to stop
talking and heasrme. I haven'telept muc}l
for two nights for thinking of it. ~ I have
four sheep in my flock that belong to you,
They eame into my field six years ago ; and
[ knew that they had your mark on them,
but I tock them and marked them with my
mark, and you inguired all around ahd
could not hear anything of them. - But they
are in my field, with the increase of them;
aud now I want to settle this matter, I
have lain awake nights and groaned over it,
and I am come to get rid of 1t. And now I
am ab your option. I will do just what
you say. If it isa few yearsin prison I

NEW YEAR HAVE, MAMMa 27

were worth when they got into your field,
and pay me six percent on the amount, and
¢o off and let me alone.”:

The man counted out the value of the
sheep and the interest on the amount, and
laid it down, and then doubled the dose, and
laid as much more down besideit, and went
his way, leaving aload ou his neighhor’s
heart almost as heavy as that which he him-
self had horne.

One result which followed from his
honest confession and restitution was ihe
convietion forced on the mind of the wan
who had lost the sheep that there wassome-
thing real in the power’of religion.—#ord
and Work.

—_———
PeorrE seldom improve when they have

A QUEER REPTILE.

Did you ever see a_Gaviul? No, I think
not, unless you have been to India, and sab
on the bauks of the Ganges watchivg these
voracious mousters as they lie in ambush
ready to devour the litile children thrown
into the river by theirsuperstitious mothers,
who believe that the Ganges is a godyand
that he is pleased to receive such offerings,
Well, let me tellLyou that the gavials are
pleased, if the river is not, and Lhz_w they
lose no time in seizing_and devonring the
poor little ones, who, decked with ribbons
and crowned with flowers, are consigned to
such a cruel fate. Sometimes, too, aged
and sick people are brought and laid on the
banks of the river, ticd hand and fout, so
that they eannot escape, and left to be de:,
voured by these huge reptiles. The gavial,

no better model than thewselves to copy.

difters {rom the crocodile only in haviuy

the jawsnarrowerand longer, and

the teeth smaller, but it is quite

“as ferocious, and commits terrible

havoc among the natives who

bathe in the rivers of India.

There was one of these monsters

who rendered himself quite

famous by his frequent’ visit to

the banks of the river in the im-

nediate vicinity ofa large indigo

factory. He had at different

tities devoured more than a

dozen of the workimen, until at

length they ceased to put them.

selves in ks power and began to

devise measures of revenge, Fou

days and wecks they lay in am-

bush, but their cunning foe kept

at respeetful distance, evidently
tou wise to venture within reach
of superior numbers.  So all but
one of the men retired, and he,

after Jaying on the bauk a young

kid,hid himself in the branches

of a large tamarind tree, to wait

the result. In less than an hour
the gavial dragged himself lazily
up the bank, and, looking
-cautiously about him, began to
breakfast on the dainty fare set
before him, Hewas not however,
allowed to finish his repast before
he was pierced by the poisoned
arrows that had been prepared

* for bim, several striking directly
into his eyes, and the one that
proved most fatal in the very”
roof of his mouth, ashie opened
his huge jaws in great ageny.

After this he was earily dis-

patched, and the head, after be-

ing nicely prepared, was sent Ly

an English oflicer to the British

Museum, *where it is still pre-

served.  These monstus are
bunted by the natives, not only

from the fear of their depreda-

tions, but also on account of the

booty frequently obtained from

their stomacbs, which sometimes

coutain quite an assortment of

gold and silver chains, langles,

auklets and rings, that have

proved less easy ol digestion

than the fair owners of such

trinkets, the victims of the gav-

ial’s voracious propensities,—Sg-

leoted.

————emm

Srrive APTER vivid impres-
sions by all means, but remember
that when you have succeeded in
gaining vivid impressions your-
self, or in conveying them to
our class, your work is not all
done. A soap-bubble reflcetsall
the colors of the rainbow, when
the light s playing upon 3t ; but
for how lomg? Vivid impressions are

of Iittle worth unless they leave
behind them  permanent iwmpressions,
The wise teacher will not be content

with an ideal which is reached when
the attention of thé class has lLeen
held successfully for half an hour or
more; what he works for s the
hours that are not spent in the Sun-
day-school, but into which th€ wark done

in the Sunday-school may, enter as a
purifying and life-increasing leaven, Der.

manent Lwpressions are as much to be pre-
ferred to vivid but transitory impressions,
as the deep rock-cut inseription is to
be preferred to the brilliant fantasies of
color that play upon thesurfaceof the soap-
bubble a moment before it bursts,.—S, S,
Times.
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- BESSIE GRAHAM’S NEW YEAR'S
RESOLUTIONS. -
BY. KATE 8. GATES, :. )

Bessie Grahan sat belore the cheery grate

fire in the library, waiting for the teabellto |.

ring. It was New Year’s Eve, and Bessie
was thinking very carnestly. Dr. Deane
had preached impressively to the young

‘people of his cougregation yesterday, and

Miss Grover spoke seriously to her class in’
Sabbath school. .

Bessie had been thinking about it all day
and wondering what she could do, Some.
how she did not feel inclined to consult her
mother, for, “very likely,” she said to her-
self, “manuna would tell me to resolve for
one thing that when I swept my room I1'd
be sure to sweep the corners clean. OF
course I mean to be very faithful about
everything, but who would ever think of
making New Year’s resolutions about such
comtuon-place things? I wish that I knew
some poor folks to visit, or that mamma
would let me take a class in the mission-
school. 1t would beso delightful to bave
the clildren love me, and perhaps when they
were grown up they wonld come and thank
me fur the good I had done them. Perhaps
if I ask mamma once more, she will let me,
aud DIl ask Miss Groverifshe doesnot know
of some poor folks that I can visit or work
for. 1 could—"

“ Bessie, whereare you 77 called Tom from
the hall.

¢ Oh, dear!” thought Bessie to herself, as
she answered fretfully ; #I do wish that Towm
would let me have a little peace once in a
while ; e is always wanting something,”

I say, Besk,” said Tow rather hesitating-
ly. “Would youmake candy with Joe and
me to-uight ¥’

“No,” said Bessie, decidedly. “I have
something else to do, and then I can’t endure
that Jo¢ Turner.”

“Well he’s got enough sight better sister

that I have, any way. Carrie will do any-
thing he wants her to,” said Tom.

“Then have Joe ask her to make the
candy, if she can find amusement with two
such rough, saucy boys. I'm willing, I’'m
sure,” replied Bessie, .

Just then_ the tea bell rang, and Tom
obeyed the summons with a sullen, angry
face ; but Bessie never once noticed it ; she
was so busy wondering if shecould persuade
wamma to let her take that class.

Aiter tea Tom went directly off some-
where, but Bessie did not notice that either.
If he bad ounly been a member of that nis-
sion class, for instance, she would have been
very much concerned about him, but as long
as he was ouly her brother, she wasnot will-
ing to exert herself inthe least to keep him
away from the street, and the companions
he would be likely to meet there,

“Where’s Tom ¥’ asked mawma, the first
thing, when she came in from her ride to
grandpa’s,

“I'm sure Ido not know,” replied Bessie,
“I haven’t seen him since supper.”

Mamma looked troubled.” It was after
nine, and she did not like her boy wandering
about the streets.

“Couldn’t you have kept him at home,
Bessie 1

I suppose Ieould if I wouldamuse him,
but I can’t be bothered with himall the time,
Why don’t he amuse himself

Mamma turned away with a sigh, and just
then papa came in,

“ Where's Tom 1 was his query instantly,

“Out somewhere, Bessie does not knaw
where.  Why 7 asked mamma, anxiously,
for papa seemed very much disturbed,

“Oh, nothing very particular, only some
of the boys have goveto the river skating,
and I do not think it is quite safe. Tom is
over at Joe’s, I presume. D’ll step over and
see, :

Mamma’s face grew very white, and even
Bessie listened . anxiously for papa’s return.

When he came he only stopped at the door.

“He isn’t there, and they do not know
whether he went to the river or not. Sam
Turner wanted him to, they think, I guess
'l go down and see.”

But before papa was down the steps, Joe
came rushinﬁ up with a white face,

* Somebody’s drownded in the river, and
they are bringing him up—and Jack Peters
thinks—it’s—Tom.”

Papa went down the street like a flagh.
Mamma tried to steady herself by the stair-
case. Bessie burst into tears, and cronched
down at her feet.

“Oh mamima, mamma, it’s all my fault !
he wanted me to make candy, and T wouldn’t

! 48 Ahuara!!o. N
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because I was dreaming, just as I always am,
of what I'was going to do. Can you ever
forgive me 7’ S

But mamma could only kiss her with
trembling lips,and then they stood insilence,
hand clagped in hand, and waited,

Itseemed hourstoBessie. How could she
bearit - '

“And to think I thought I was good
enough to teach a class! I’m too wicked
tolive. Isballneverbé happy again—never:
Oh, if T could only have Tom back again,
I would do anything in the world for bim !
But I'never can do anything now. I have
just 8s good as killed him.” _ o -

Just then there was thesound of a familiar,
merry whistle, the door opened, andjin
walked—Tom, without the slightest symp-
tomn of being “ drownded.” .

“0 Tom, is it you 1’ cried Bessie.

“Tisn’t anyone else that I know of,” re-
plied Tom. )

“And weren’t you in the river at all ¥’
agked mamuma,

*“Not that I know of. Haven’t been
there anyway. The boys wanted me to go,
but I thought that you would not want me
to. What’s up, any way 17

Before mamma and Bessie could finish
their story, papa came in, and said that one
‘of ‘the boys had broken through, but was res-
cued alive,

“0 Tom,” said Bessie, putting qf) her
tear-stained face for a kiss, “if you will for-
wgive me for being cross to-night, I’ll make
condy or do anything whenever you want ;
but don’t get drownded ! .

“Not much I won’t, if I can help it, and
it will be awfully jolly 4f you will do things
once in a while,”.

“I've got just the best sister in the world,”
said Tom a long time after. - .

But Bessie never mentioned the mission
class to her mother.~—Zion’s Herald.
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Tue Crus Rares for the “MESSENGER,”

when sent to one address, are as follows :—

1copy, =- - = - " 30 cents
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OUR BOOK LIST!

10

We repeat the list of the books  which we
are giving this season as premiums to our
workers. To the person who sends us FIVE
NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS, or ten rerewals,
ab the regular price of 30c per copy, we will
give, as may be preferred, ‘

Lite of Oliver Cromwell (Edwin Paxton Hoed); Briet
Biowraphies (Samuel Swmiles) ; or Tom Brown at
Rugby (Thomas Hughes),

" To'the person sending s TEN NEW SUB-
SCRIPTIONS, or tweuty renewals, we offer
the choice of the following ;—

Fifteen Decisive Battles (E. S. Creasy); Longfcllow's
Poems ; Bryant's Poems; Whittier’s Poems ;
Child's History of England (Dickens): Bun-
yan's Pilerim’s  Progress; llans Andersen’s
Stories ; Stepping Heavenward (Elizabeth
Prentiss); The Wide, Wide World, (Susan War-
ner); Queechy (Susan Warner); Uncle Tom's
Cabin (Harriet Beecher Stowe). . ¢

For FIFTEEN NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS,
or thivty rencwals,"we will send one of these
books :—

Tom Brown at Rugby, netter cdition, (Thomas
Hughes); Tennyson's Poems; Burns' Poems ;
Jean Ingelow's Poems ; Sir Walter Scott’s
Poems ; The Discoveryand Conquest of Mexico
(iNustrated) ; The Conquest of Peru (illustra-
ted): The Discovery of America (iHustrated) ;
The Enrly Days of Christianity ' (Farrar); Life
of Gordon (Forbes),

Those who send us TWENTY NEW SUB-
SCRIPTIONS, or forty renewals, may choose
one of the following :—
lustrated Natural Uistory (J. G. Wood); Story of

Willinm the Silent and the Netherland War
(Mary Darrett); Life of Queen  Victorin, illus-
trated, (Grace Greenwood); Cyclopmdia of
Eminent Christians, illugtrated, (John Frost,
LL.D.); Fox’s Book of Martyrs (ilustrated);
Anna Marin's  Ilouse-keeping (Mrs, S. D,
Power); The Reviged Bible.

FOR FORTY NEW SUBSCRIPIIONS,
or eighty renewals, we will give either
Hake's Life of Gordon ; Doré's Bible Gallery; The Boy's
’ King Arthur (Sidney Lanier) ; Lvery Man His

Own Mechatiic (Nlustrated); or The Revised
Bible (with maps).

We expect to have to send off a large quan-
tity of these books, asthey caunot fail to find
favor with the many workers for the Aessen-
ger. Eachlist should be headed with the
words, ¢ For Premium.” All of the above
books are well bound, and are worthy of a
place in any library.

- %A HAPPY NEW YEAR 7

The record of the “old your” is now
closed-—the Jast sandain the hour-glassha e
run.. He has laid bimself down to die—-thé(
midnight ‘clock has struck,—his mission
ended, and we hail the New Year with f43,
and-earnestly wish ourreaders a happy an
prosperous one, o

will he pleased with the changes we are’
making in this paper as well as with the
fact that they will sce it oftener this year
than ~ ever before; for instead of being
published semi-montbly it will henceforth
be issued fortnightly, thus giving the sub-
seriber two extra numbersin the year, with.
out, however, increasing the cost.

The above facts, coupled with the pre
miums we are giving to our workers, should
very materially increase this paper’s circula-
tion. .

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS IN THE
UNITED STATES.

Our subscribers throughout the United
States who cannot procare the inlernational
Post Ollice orders at their Post Office, can
get, instead, a Post Oflice order, payable at
Rouse’s Point, N. Y., which will prevent
much inconvenience both to ourselves and

to subscribers.
—_——

Wx SnouLd REGARD the preacher, what-
ever his faulty, as 2 man sent with a mes-
sage to us, which it is a matter of life and
death whether we hear or refuse ; as o man
set in charge over many spirits in danger of
1ain, with but an hour or two in the seven
days to speak to them ; but thirty minutes at
a time to get at the hearts of a thousand
men, when, breathless and weary with the
weeks’ labor, they give him -this interval of
imperfect and languid hearing ; but thirty
minutes to convince them of all their weak-
nesses, to shame them of all -their sins, to
warn them of all their dangers, to try by
this way and that to stir the hard fastenings
of those doors where the Master himself bas
stood and kuocked, and none opened ; but
thirly minutes in which to'raise the dead.—
John Rushin. :

EPPS’S

GRATEFUL-COMFORTING.

COCOA

BIG OFFER. ToIntroduce them
wo will give away 1,000 Sclf-operating Washing
Machines. If yon want onesond us your name, B, O, anc
express ofice ab once.
THI: NATIONAT: CO., 23 Dey strock, N.Y,
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“ 1 should not lik o iiss any t_!l‘s," :
writes an English Indy,roferring to theiNort :

¢ ¢ people hut the parents.
895
¢ like them, and Iennsend *
. houses where I know somo’i’?)'fﬁgth
i drink to oxcess, but where I KR ‘
¢ would he taken weraI to try to introduco n :
¢ temperancetract.” Thusisthisinterestingnud ;2
¢ instructive little illustrated papor—only 30 a %
t year—n power for good wherover it goes, :

'WE WANT AGTIVE AGENTS
TO BELL THE
Renner Combined Alarm ami Door Beln

in gvery county in the United Stutes nnd Caundn.  George
C. Owens, Modests, Cul, says: * I have eanvassel one
doy and took 22 orders.” In same letter he ordered two
gross,  'Wm, McKin, of Grand Haven, Mich,, rays : *“ he
took 13 orders in 10 hours.” Profit ou Iell, $2.50.” In our
BXTRAORDINARY OFrER to Agents we agrec to take
back ull Bells unsold, it the Agent fails to clear $125.00 in
30 days Illustrated Circulars gent free.  Address

RENNER MANUFACTURING Co., Pittsburg, Pa,

THE NORTHERN MESSENGFER isfprinted and pub~
lished every fortnight nt Nos, 321 and 323 St. James
streot, Montreal, by JORN -DougALL & Sox, com-

osed of John Dongall, and J. D, Douenll, of New
ork, nnd John Redpath Dougall, of Montreal,

We hope that our friends new and ol




