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“BB.” {Hon. William McDougall to Z. G. Simmons.
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October 13..] “C.” |Hon. William McDougall to Z. G. Simmons.
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O Detroib...ooeerniiii s iiiaanreieaaannn, P36
October 27..! “HB.” |Z. G. Simmons to Hon. William McDougall.
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margin f.), and agreeing to rebate of 25 per,
BT CED. . vt eeiiiie s i iaeeaa 37
October 15..| *F.” |Telegram. Referred to above................. 37
Alexander Begg to Hon. Minister of Customs.
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Hon. William McDougall to Hon. Secretary of State for Provinces.
1036/Nov. 13 & 14| December 4. [Informing His Excellency that he is still without any further commu-
. nication from the Hudson Bay authorities at Fort Garry, and com-
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marked t— .. eeaire e . E
November 6] “A” |Public Notice to the Inhabitants of Rupert’s
Land, inviting them to send representatives
to Rebel Council, to be held at Fort Garry on
16th November.—(Signed) Lours RiEL, Sec..| 39
N . November9.; “B” |Letter, supposed to be from Mr. Snow, advising
that a ‘“Call ” had been made by Riel........ 39
November8.| “C” |Letter from Mr. Mair, on state of affairs at|
Fort GarTy. . coveveeeeeceendeiiineanenonns 39
November1l| “D” !Letter from * Young Englishman ” to Mr. Begg|
on the same subject......................... 40
. November12| ““E” {Tetterto Col. Dennis, from ‘Friends of Canada”
apprising him of state of things in Rebel
YAOKS . ..o e e e e ... 40
W. E. Sandford to Hon. Mr. Howe.
November18|............ Detailing events which occmxred after Mr. Howe’s leaving Fort
: Garry, and explaining the -telegraph report of Mr. McDougall’s
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November20)............ Hon. Mr. Howe’s telegraphinreply ....................... s ...] 16
) Hon. Joseph Howe, S.S. for Pro. to Eon: W. McDougall.
November19|December 6]Acknowledging receipt of despatch of 3lst -ult., and expressing,
: “{ approval of Mr. McDougall’s conduct, and m;stmctmg him to
inform* Governor McTavish that he is only proceeding to Fort 14

Garry on-the assumed consent of the Company and its Officefs. . ... .
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Hon. Joseph Howe to Mr. Wheelock, asking him to forward the
above by a safe hand

Telegram. . .o .ovvrnerneneneanonnnss

Hon. Joseph Howeto Mr. Wheelock St Pa.ul “Minnesota, :z,dwsm°
bim that letter has been mailed to his addrels, and a.skmo him t

Hon. Willia/;n McDougall to Hon. Sec. State for Provinces.

On situation of affairs at Red River, and enclosing copies of
following documents T T PP,
November 9| “A” |Letter from Governor McTavish 2cknowledging
receipt of letters dated 2nd and 4th instant,
respectingnon-issue of Proclamation, cntmsmg

change of constitution’; of the capture of Fort
Garry, and advising 1 Mr. McDougall’s return
t0Canada..... .eiieiiiiiiiianieieaaeaaa
17t019] “B” |Correspondence between ‘ Loyalists” in townof
‘Winnipeg, and Col. Dennis ......c.oco.u....
“C” |Copyof < Protest” or peal” of these ““Loyal-
ists ” to Governor McTavish, and of the Procla-
mation he was at last thereby induced to

D. A. Smith to Hon. Secretary State for Canada.

Enclosing extracts - from a letter from Governor McTavish, and
stating that the Hudson B: ay Co. are anxious to ianduce the Red
River people to allow the surveys to be proceeded with, and
offering glJle assurance that the {Fovernor, Factors, and Officers
generally, will use their 'best efforts to restore and maintain
order throughout the Territory. ......... ..o iiiiiiiiiiii..s
Extract from .a lester from Governor McTavish to W. G. Smith,
- reporting the disturbance between Mr. Snow_ and men employed

on the road to the Lake of the Woods, and that Mr. I)enmss

surveying party had been stopped. ..ottt

Under Secretary of State fm' Canada to Donald 4. Smith, Esq.

Acknowledcrmo receipt of above, and expressing acknowledgment
of the Domxmon Government for the assurance therein contained..

Hon. William McDougalb to Hon. Sec. State for Provinces.

Inform_mg him of the means taken to insure the safety of arms and
ammunition stored at Georgetown ; that- he had received a private
note from Governor Mcla.vvsh saying, that, he had issued a|
Proclamation ; also, covering copies of following documents :—

Nov. 4, to22 Notes. by Major Wallace of events which tran-

spired . at Fort Garry and neighbourhood
between: these dates.............cooiivnnnne

Officer commanding at Fort Abercromble Te-
questing that the -arms and ammunition, be-
longing to the Government of Canada at
Georgetown, may be allowed to be stored in

‘Noirember22l “A” - [Hon. William McDougall to General Hart, or

Fort Abercrombie .o.o..veeniiann. R

telegraph authentlc news from Frontier .......cociniierninrananan. ’

action of Canadian Government in relation to}-

a7

52

46

47

59

59



Y

ViL

TaBLE oF CoNTENTS.—Correspondence and Papers; &e.—Continued.

gmm—

Date of
Date. Reception.

No. of Despatch,

SuBJECT.

Page, -

1869.
November26............

3

November 23| December 16

November 29 December 15

~

December 4.]..:.........

Extract from a letter addressed to the Sec. State for Provinces, by

Acknowledging receipt of despatches of 5th and 7th November,

Reporting that he is still at Pembina, and the measures he has
November24

November25] “B” |Col. Dennis to D. A. Grant, Esq., replg to
orders,

3 an
November24| “C” |Hon. Wm. McDouga.ll to Governor McTavish,

December 2. |December 18 Detailing events tlﬁa.t have occurred since 29th ult. :—and “enclosing

‘December 2. “B?> |Proclamation, by His Excellency Governor

Hon. Secretary State for, Provinces to the Very Reverend Grand Vicar

Conveying- instructions for his guida,nce; in resresenting to the people

R . Hon. -William McDougall to Hon. Secretary of State for Provinces.
December 6. Dgcember 24| Acknowledging receipt of despatch of 19th ult., stating his conviction

a gentleman resident at St. Paul, touching position of affairs at
T B oy 41

» Etm Mr. Howe, §. 8. for Pro.to Hon. Wm. McDougall.

General in Counc: the Governor General is still in_ tele-
ﬁ:fhjc communication with the Secretary of State, and ordering|
im to remain at Pembina for the present.................. ceveail] 32

and stating tha.tﬂ’th:ga had at once been laid before Governor)
i t

Hon. William McDougall to Hon. Sec. State for Provinces.

taken to announce the transfer of authority on lst December,
and detailing’ events that had taken place In his vicinity, an
enclosing copies of following documents :—.... ... .c.ovvvcninnann. 64
“A” |D. A. Grant to Col. Dennis, relating occurrences|

relative to Government property stored at Dr.
Schultz’s, and asking instructions from Gov-
ernorhowtoact................. eevesasvens 66

above, and conveying Mr. Mcbouga-ll’s
Nos. 1, 2 d4. . P 67

requesting him if the proposal to store Govern-
ment property in Stone Fort is feasible, to
give required authority......... J P 68

Hon. William McDougall'to Hon. Secretary State for Provinces.

L3

copies of documents as UNAEr :— ........coceverrcnrernnanneons 69
¢ A” [From “Loyalsubjects of the British Crown” asking|

for official information of the position of -affairs,

and what the intentions of the Canadian Gov-

ernment Are? ... ... ..eeiciaraiiinrionennonas 71

McDougall, commanding public officers and
functionaries to continue in the execution of|

. their several offices..........cceviveiimiennnnn 71
November?2l|...... Extracts from St. Paul “Daily Press” referred to
in aboveletter.............. ertereeereaeaas 72

Mr. Thibault.

of the Hudson Bay Territory, the views and policy of the C:
Governient......oi.eeennin soonas e ieseeacaaen PP veveoeo| 45

that the Rebel Government would have been inaugurated durmg
the interregnun which must have occurred; and that we woul
have had to fight, at a much later date, & very different enemy from

. e
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1869, - -1869, that which now melts away before a “ Proclamation” and a
“ Conserva.tor of the Peace,” and enclosmr' copies of following

document

December 2 “2 A ” {Col. Dennis’ first report from Head Quarters at

Stone Fort.....ccvc oveinraicnccnerenconss 77

December 2.} ‘2 B ” |Letter, - enclosing cop: of resolutions pa.ssed by
French delegates at ‘Riel’s Council, embodying
rights of insurgents..........ciececeeisisees 79

9 G [Not sent down, being of a private character.

November 21} “2D” Pro sition :to  Mr. McDougall, from St. Paul

2ily PIoneer”....ouuunererceensreonrans 80

Hon. Secretary State for Provimcs to Hon.- William McDougall.

December 7............. Acknowledgnrr recelpt of des a.tch of 13th ult., with enclosures, and
advising him that the Very Reverend Mr. Thibault and -Mr.
Charles De Salabe roceed to Fort Garry, to assist in restoring
- i order; to be follow A. Smith—enclosing an Order in
Cotmch on. the subject of Custom Duties [page 44], and re eating
g an authoritative form, the instructions given him before leaving ©
117 Y

Hon.. Secretary Stute for Provinces to Hon. William McDougall.

1611 December 7.{.-.......... Acknowl 2 receipt of despatch of 20th November, with enciosures
“from dson Bay Company. ..oc.veeeriieiiiiniiertneieerionns 58

Hon. Secretary State for Provinces to Hon. William McDougall.

December 8.(.-.......... Enclosmg ori fma.l T’roclamation, issued by Governor General, by dn‘ect
of Her Majesty..ccveeeecencnenanennns o eeecresenones 3
December 6.§............ Proclama.tlon by Slr John Young, referred to above...... PN )

-

Hon. William McDougall to Hon. Secretary State for Provinces.

December 8. [December 25 Gl an account of interview with residents of Pembina. U. S., at

. Nelson’soffice, on the subject of employing Indians in'quelling|
dlsturbanm at Red River. Acknowledging receipt of note from
Genera,l Hart U.:S. A.,—and enclosing copies of following

Deeember 8 i A Hon. William McDougull to N. E. Nelson, Esg.,
Depnty Collectorof Customs, Pembina, putting;
+ ~in writing the principal pomts of the convera-
tion at the interview alluded to above..... ; ..l 86
“3 B” |Translated Copy of a letter received b;

Provencher, su posed to be from R. C. nest )
at Scratchin :5 ......................... 91
December 8.| ““3 C” |Letter to Col. Dennis forblddmg the emg)loyment
of . Indians in the suppresmon of out reak.... 92

"\ Hon. Secretary State for Provinces to Donald A. Smith, Esq., Montredl,

December 10 ........... Appomtmg him Government Commmsxoner to the North-West, and
. cting him in the premises.....cco.eeuvnvuiiiiiilioiivaaain 48

_ on. Secrétary State for Provinces to Hon. William Mc.Douga,ll.
Decemiber 10} . ....... ... |Enclosing copy of letter of instructionsto Mr, Smith................| 48

\
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1869. 1869. Hon. Secretary State for Provinces to Hon., William McDougall.
December 10............ Calling attention to exposed situation in which the arms for government
service at Red River, have been placed ........cooneeiiiianaen, 58
. Hon. Secretary State for Provinces to Hon. William McDougall.
December 11}............. Authorizing him to contradict expressions said to have been used by
. him {the Secretary) in conversation with inhabitants of Hudson
ST N5 5 v 1703 o 58 .
Hon. Sccretary State for Provinces to Hon. Willium McDougali.
December 5.l {Acknowledging receipt of letter of 25th ult., and enclosures.......... 63
Hon. William McDougall to Hon. Secretary State for Provinces.
Informing hiwn of the surprise and captureof Canadians at Dr. Schultz’s,

December 1& December 30

December 15|............

1870. |
December 16{January 1..!

‘iDecember 17 December 25

122

of the probable arrival of Riel at H. B. Post, Pembina, and

enclosing copies of docoments asunder:— ...................... 92
Deceniber 13| ““4 A” I'W. B. McDougall’s report of his interview with|
B E Y ) 2 94
December 13! “4B” lHon. William McDougall to Louis Riel,—pro-|_
posing an Interview...............c.eenn... 795
H. P. Dwight to Hon. Sir Jokn 4. Macdonald.—Telegram.
Informing him that Goovernor McTavish had been placed under arrest,
and that Captain Cameroxr had been expelled.................... 68
Hon. William McDougall to Hon. Secretary State for Provinces.
Acknowledging receipt of despatch of 29th ult., and ufiving account of
events which justified him in returning to St. Paul,—and enclosing
copies of documents as underI—.. .....ceiveiieieiieieienaan. 1953
December 9.| ““5 A.” |Letter froma Col. Dennis enclosing record of pro-
ceedings under Commission............. e | 96
December 9.! ““5 B.” {Letter from Col. Dennis, sa.yinsg it is hopeless to
expect to do anything until Spring........... 96
December 8. “5 C.” |Letter from * Guide ”—on state of public feeling
at Red River.......... eeeeeeseeseaeas P 97
December 16| ¢“5 D.” {Hon. Wm. McDougall to Gov. McTavish
announcing his intention of returning to St. o
’ £ | S
December 8. ¢“5 E.” |{Declaration of the People of Rupert’s Land and
the North-West.—(Signed) John Bruce,
President, Louis Riel, Secretary............. 99
December 9.| “5 F.” |List of Rights......convviviiiesei e, 100
December 9.| “5 G.” [“Call” on the “loyal people” of the North-
West Territories to lay down their arms;
J. 8. Dennis .ovvvvvmnnineninnennann, PR 101

Hon. Secretary of State for Provinces to Hon, William McDougall.
Acknowledging receipt of despatch of 20th ult., and advising him that

nonotice had been received of the-issue of the Queen’s Proclamation,
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1869. 1869. or of the payment of the purchase money, and ordenn'r\hlm to
abstain from uny movement which might relieve the Governor ﬂnd
. Officers of the Hudson Bay l erritory v of their responsibility....... 69
2 J. 4. Wheelock, to .Z-Z'on. ‘Joseph Eowe.—‘Tclegmm.
December 17 ........... Report, that Col. Dennis and G—ovemor McDougall had organized forces
of Swamp and Sicux IndIans. .. eeeeveierenirernnenersaianan. 4
Donald A. Smith, to Sir John A. Macdonald. -—.’Z’e!eg; aAMm.
December 17{............ Asking to be appointed to Council ....ovivveiiiniiiiiiniiiiinan., 80
Sir Jokn 4. Macdonald to M. W. Kittson, Esq.; St. Paul.—Telegram.
December 17{............ Appointing Mr. Smith,as one of the Council of Territory........-.... 81
‘ Telegrams from H. P. Dwight to Str Jokn A. Meacdonald.
“IDecember 18} . ....vunn... Report that Governor McDougall had raised Indians, and fearing thu.,
, 2 COLLSH0N DA BAKEN DIACE ». v - - s v voevrmvreennsremnnsneaenannens 75
Decefnber 200, ..ol ... Announcing capture of Govemor McDougall’s agents and em1ssanes,
600 msurf'entb occupying Fort Garry .....ccovvvnnviiieiiennn.s. 81
|December 20{............ Report of McDouaa.ll having raised lndxa.ns discredited ; msurgents not
. in right humor to listen to Governor McDougall.... N . ... ....... 8L
December 21}............ Borwg.rgmg letter from “W. IV' D.” dated Pembma, 9th December, -
1 L T 2
December 211 ............ Report, through insurgent sources, of the arrest of Schultz, Mair, Bown,
P BT S A 82
Deceraber 23] ............ Copy of letter published in ‘‘Buffalo Express” touchmg movement of
B B 1 P 83
- James. Evmatinger to Sir Jokn 4. Macdonald.
December 20{............ Warning him of the consequences of McDougall entering N.-W.
Territories under Sioux auspxces ............... cerenaieans veeol 83
] Hon. Joseph 'H'owe to James Ermatinger, Esqg.
Decerber 27............ Disclaiming any intention of employing Sioux........ccvvuveiuiinn... 83
| Hon. Secretory of State for Provinces to Hon, William M’cDougall
December 24|............ Acknowledging receipt of despa.tcn of 2nd December, assuring hnn that
the grave occurrences he reports have occasioned great anxiety,
and commenting upon his having used the Queen’s name without
Her authonty ...................... e iiseeeiiiereeai e 83
1870, Hon., William McDougall to Secretary of State for Provinces.
January Leofeeeeeennon..] Acknowledging receipt, while on way to.St. Paul, of despatches Nos.
0,602, 1611, 1,608, 1,612, 1,618, 1,617, 1,620, 1, N
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H. P. Dwight tb Sir John A. Macdonald.—Telegram.

1870.
Januvary 14.!............ 1Announcing arrival of Dr. Tupper and party at St. Cloud ........... 83

Hon. William MeDougall to Hon. Secretary of State for Provinces.

Jannary 20.]............ Transmitting Report of Col. Dennis (“‘ A.8") and Documents connected
.| . therewith, and Colonel Dennis’ final report (B. 8) ...+......c..... 106

Dec. ¥ to 10} A. 8”|Col. Dennis’ report of proceeding under commis-
sion, with copies of documents referred to
therein, asunder:—............... ... 106

Dec. 4..] “B?” |Letter from Gov. McTavish,
-~ enclosing orders for delivery
of arms. .oveiniiiiianl. 114

Dec. 4..] “A 1" [Order to Enrolled Canadians
to withdraw from Winnipeg| 114
Dec. 4:.] “A2” |Order to put Canadians in
Scotch Church, if Rev. Mr.
Black is willing, and in-
uiring state of feeling in
Scotch settlement ......... 115
Dec. 4..}| ““ A 37 |Letter to Dr. Schultz on sub-
ject of government provision
and disposition of enrolled,
Canadians................ 115
Dec. 4..] “A4” [Memo. given to Mr. James
McKay, of proposition by
which difficulties might be
arranced ......ioiiiie..a. 115
) Dec. 4..] “E” |Letter from Major Boulton,
4 reporting that he is prepared ,
- to resist a strong attack....| 116
“F” [Letter from Dr. Schuiltz, ac-
N count of interview with
) President Bruce. .......... 116 °
Dec. 3..| “G” [Letter from - James Carrie,
Incum. Headingly Parish,
enclosing copy of resolutions,
and speaking of loyalty of|
. parish................0... bhig
, “G H”Address from inhabitants of
. High Bluff to Hon. William
M(i’)ouga.ﬂ ............... 117
Dec. 4..| “I” [Letter from Major Boulton,
account of meeting at Kildo-
: nan School House, and of
enrolling volunteers there..| 117
‘iDec. 6..] “K” |Letter from Major Boultoxn,
account of . movement of
rebels in town of Winnipeg| 118
. © [Dec. 6..]*“K. 1*“Call” from Col. Dennis o

» ) upon loyal men in' N.W.

-l . Territories, to assist him in
- ' restoring public peace and
. OPQer. . vevenevnennnnnnn. 119

Dac. 6..|“XK. 2”10 enrolled Canadians at
. innipeg; ordering them to
leave the town ............
Dec. 6.. K. 4”|Note from James Ross advis-
’ ing no aggressive movement 120

N ’
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Dec. 6..1“K. 3”|Reply to above, none to be
made, while there is a satis-
: factory reason for delay....| 120
Dec. 9..] “L?” |Major Boulton’s report of
. occurrences of past few da.ys 120
Dec. 6..] “N?” |Letterfrom Bishopof Rupert’s
Land, advising delay, and
confidence in the manage-
ment of Canada........... 121
Dec. 7..| “0” |Letterfrom Bishopof Rupert’s
Land, advising that no
action should - be taken, as
the lives of prisoners m!ght
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Jorx Youwe. ,
The Governor General transmits, for the information of the House of
Commons, the accompanying papers relative to the recent occur-
rences in the North-West Territories, referred to in the third
" paragraph in the Speech from the Throne.
GoverNMENT HoUSE, - ~
Ottawa, 24th Feb,, 1870. .

Cory of a Report of a Committee of the Honorable the Privy Council, approved by His
Ezcellency the Governor Gencral in Council on the 28th September, 1869.

To the Honorable the Secretary of State
Jor the Provinces, Ottawa.

On the recommendation of the Honorable the Minister of Justice, the Committee
advise that the Honorable William MeDougall, C.B., be appointed Lieutenant-Governor
of the North-West Territories, and that a Commission under the Great Seal do issue, to
take effect from and after the day on which such Territories are tramsferred by Her
Majesty to the Dominion of Canada.

And on the same recommendation they advise that Mr. McDougall’s salary as such
Lxeu»enant-(}overnor, be fized at Seven Thousand Dollars psr annum.

Cemﬁed

Wu. H. Lzg,
Clerk P.C.

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROYmCEs,
Ottawa, 28th September, 1869.
To the Honorable W. 3cDougall, C.B. .

Sir,—1I have the honor, by command of His Etcellency the Governor General, to
transmit to you, herewith, a copy of an Order of His Excellency in Council, tocrethm
with the Jetter therein referred to, containing your preliminary instructions in proceeding
to the North-West Territories.

I ha.ve, &e.,

, E. A. MerepITH,
. - : Under Secretary.

To the Honorable the Secretary of State
. Jor the Provisiees;, &e.; &e., &e.

CorY of & Report of o Commzttes q}" the Honoradle the Privy y Councel, appreved by His
Ezcellency the Governor General in Council on the 28th September, 1869.

The Committee have had under consideration the annexed Draft of a letter proposed
to be addressed by the Secretary of State for the Provinces to the Hon. William
McDougall, as bis preliminary instructions on proceeding to the North-West Territories,
and on the recommendation of the Hon. the Minister of Justice, advise that the same
be approved by your Excellenéy. ) :

S * Certified: Wu. H. Lzg,
- Clerk Privy Couneil.
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROVINCES,
-Ottawa, 28th Sept., 1869.

The Hon. Mr. McDougall, C.B.,

Ottawa.

Sir,—As you have been appointed Lieutenant-Governor of the North-West Terri-
tories, in anticipation of the formal transfer of those Territories by Her Majesty to the
Dominion of Canada, and-as it is expected that such transfer will be made within the
course of the next two or three months, I have the honor, by command of His Excellency
the Governor General, to inform yow that it is desirable that no time should be lost in
making the necessary prehmman'y armn«ements for the organization of the Government of
the Territories.

2. With this view I am to instruct you to proceed with all convenient speed to Fort
Garry, in order that you may effectually superintend the carrying out of the- preliminary
-arrangements indicated in the preceding paragraph, and be ready o assume the Govern-
ment of the Territories on their actual transfer to Canada.

3. On your artival at Fort Garry, you will place yourself at once in communication
with Mr. McTavish, the Governor of the Hudson Bay Company, and notify him of your
appointment ; you will, at the same time, offer seats in your Council to Mr. McTavish-and
to Mr. Black, or other Chief Judical Officer of the Hudson Bay Company now in the
Territory.- Should either or both of these gentlemen decline to accept office, you will sub-
mit, for the consideration of His Excellency, the names of one or two other officers of the
Company, whom you consider eligible to act as members of your Council. You will, at
the same time, submit the names "of sevéral of the residents of character and standmo in
the Territory, unconnected with the Company, gualified to act as Councillors, giving par-
ticulars respecting them, and stating their comparative merits.

4. You will have the goodness te report with all convenient speed, for the information
of His Excellency, on the state of the Laws now existing in the Territories, transmitting
copies of any Laws, Ordinances or Regulations of the Company now in forée there, together
with a full report as to the mode of administering Justice; the organization- of the Courts,
the number and mode of appointment of Justices of the Peace, the Police arrangements,
and the means adopted for keeping the peace, &c.

5. In preparing your Report on the matters referred to in the preceding paragraph,
it will be well that you should confer with the Chief Judical Officer of the Company in the
Territories.

6. You will have the goodness to report also upon  the system of Taxation (if any)
now in force in the Tem’oones, the system of licensing Shops, Taverns, &e., the mode of
regulating or prohibiting the sale of Wines, Spn'ltuous and Mealt Liquors; and further, as
to the mode of keeping up the Roads, and generally on the Municipal Organization (if
any) existing in the Territories.

7. You will also make a full report upon the state of the Indian tribes now in the
Territories—their numbers, wants and claims ; the system heretobefore pursued by the
Hudson Bay Company in dealing with them—accompamed by any suggestions you may
desire to offer with reference to their protection, and to the improvement of their condition.

8. You will have the goodness to report also on the nature and amount of currency
or circulating medium now employed in the Territories, and of the probable requirements
of the Territories in that’ respect in the future.

9. You will also report on the system of education (if any) which now obtains in the
Territories.

10. You will also please to report as to such lands in the Territories as it ma.y be
desirable to open up at once for settlement, transmitting a plan of such survey as may be
necessary, with an estimate of the cost of survey, a statement of the conditions of grants
of land and setslement. The plan should show the number of townships it is proposed to
lay out at once, the size and situation of townships, and the size of the lots, making the
necessary reservation for churches, schools, roads, and other public purposes. . *

.



11. You will also report upon the relations at present existing be tween the Hudson
Bay Company and the different religicus bodies in the Territories. )

12. You will also report as to he number of officers now employed by the Hudson
Bay Company in the Administration of the Government of the Territories, stating the
duties and salaries of such officers, and specxfymg those who should, in your opinion, ke

- retained ; you will also réport as to the number of persons whom it will be necessary
hereafter to employ in the Administration of the Government, and you will report; gene-
rally on 2all subjects connected with the welfare of the Territories upon which it may seem
to you desirable to communicate with the Government of the Dominion.

13. It is desirable that you should take immediate measures for the extension of the
telegraph system from the Territory to Pembina, and for its connection at that place with .
the system of the American Telegraph Company or Companies, making any provisional
arrangements for that purpose that may be necessary, and forwarding a copy of such
arrangements t0 this Department for confirmation by His Excellency.

T have the honor to be, Sir,

E. A. MEerEDITH,
Under Secretary of State.

¥

OFfICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROVI\CES,
11th October, 1869.
To the Honoradle Mr. McDougall, C.B.,

Sir,—I havs the honor, by command of His Excellency the Governor General, to
transmit to you herewith three Commissions under the Great Seal, and one under His
Excellency’s Frivy Seal, as follows :—

1. A Commission appointing you Lleutena,nt Governcr of the North-West Territories.

2. A Commission (Dedimus Potestatem),; to William McTavish and the other
parties therein named to administer the Oaths of Allegiance and of Office to you as Lieu-
tenant Governor of the North-West Territories.

3. A Commission ("Dediivus Potestatem ), to the same parties as are named in pre-
ceding Commission, to administer the Oaths of Office to all persons hereafter appointed to
office in the North-West Territories.

4. . A Commission under His Excellency’s Privy Seal appointing you Deputy Governor
for signing Marriage Licenses in the North-West Territories.

A5l these Commissions are to take effect from and after the day to be named by Her
Majesty in pursuance of the “British North America Act, 1867, for the admission of
Rupert’s Land and the North-Western Territories into the Dominion of Canada.

The proposed Great Seal of the North-West Territories has been handed to Mr.
Provencher, the bearer of this letter, to be delivered to you on his arrival at Fort Garry.

The Seal will require to be sanctioned by His'Excellency in Council, and will, at an _
early day, be submitted to him for that purpose.

- T have &e.,

E. A, MezepiTH,
Under Secretary of State.

-




Commission appointing the Honorable Willlam McDougall, <. B. s Lieutenant Governor of
’ the North-West Territories. ’

'CANADA.

Jorx Youxe.

Vicroria, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,
Queen, Defender of the Faith, &e., &ec., &c.

To the Honorable William McDougadll, of the City of Ottawe in the Province of Ontario in
- Our Dominion of Camada, Member of Our Privy Council for Canada, and Companion
of Our Most Honorable Order of the Bath. _
o GREETING :
WHEREAS by an Act of the Parliament of Canada, made and passed in the Session
l held in the thirty-second and thirty-third years of Our Reign, and intituled, “An
Act for the temporary Government of Rupert's Land and the North-Western Territory,
when united with Canada.” After reciting that it is probable that ‘We, pursuant to the
British North America Act, 1867, may be pleased to admit Rupert’s Land and the North-
‘Western Territory into the "Union or Dominion of Canada, before the then next Session
of the Canadian Parliament, and further reciting that is expedient to prepare for the
transfer of the said Territories from the Local Territories to the Government of Canada,
at the time which may be appointed by Us for such admission, and to make some temporary
provision for the Civil Government of such Territories until more permanent arrangerents
can be made by the Government and Legislature of Canada. It is by the said Act now
in recital, in effect, enacted that it shall be lawful for Our Governor by any Order or
Orders to be by him from time to time made with the advice of the Privy Council, and
subject to such conditions and restrictions as to him shall seem meet, to authorize and
empower such'Officer as he may from time to time appoint as Liewtenant Governor of the
North-West Territories to make provision for the administration of Justice therein, and
generally to make, ordain, and establish, all such laws, institutions and ordinances, as may
be necessary for the peace, order, and vood government of Our Subjects and others therein,
and it is also further enacted that the Lieutenant Governor shall administer the Govern.
ment under instructions given him from time to time by Order in Council.

And Whereas for the purpose of preparing for the transfer of the North-West Terri-
tories aforesaid to the Government of Canada, at the time which may be appointed by Us
for such admission and for making some temporary provision for the Civil Government of
such Territories, We are desirous “of appointing you the said Wirriax McDov GALL, to be
Lieutenant Governor of the North-West Territories.

Now know we that We reposing special trust and confidence in the prudence, courage,
loyalty, and integrity of you, the said WiLLiam McDoueary, of Our especla.l grace, certa,m
knowledge, and mere motion have thought fit to constitute and appoint you, and We do
hereby constitute and appoint you on, from, and after the day to be named by Us for the
admission of Rupert’s Land and the North-Western Territory into the Union or Dominion
of Canada, to be, during Our pleasure, the Licutenant Governor of the North-West Territories
aforesaid, ‘and We do hereby authorize, and empower, and require, und command you on,
from, and after the day to be so named by Us, for the admission of Rupert’s Land and the
North-Western Territory into the Union or Dominion of Canada, as aforesaid, in due
mannér to do and execute in all things that shall belong to your said command and the

rust We have reposed in you, according to the several provisionsand instructions granted
or a,ppomted you by this Our Com.zmssmn, and of the Act hereinbefore recited, accordmv



such instructions as are herewith given to you, or which may from time to time be given
to you in respect of the North-West Territories aforesaid, and the Goovernment thereof, by
order of our Governor General in Council under the sign manual of OQur said Governor
General, or by Us through one of our Privy Council of Canada, and according to such
laws as are or shall be enforced within the North-West Territories.

In testimony whereof We have caused these our Letters to be made Patent-and the
Great Seal of Canada to be hereunto affixed; Witness Owr trusty and well
beloved the Right Honorable Sir JomN -Youxe, Baronet, one of Our Most
Honorable Privy Council, Knight Grand Cross of Our Most Honorable Order
of the Bath, Knight Grand Cross of Our Most Distinguished Order of Saint
Michuel and Saint George, Governor Qeneral of Canada.

At Our Government House, in Our City of Ottawa, this Twenty-ninth day of
September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine,
‘and the thirty-third year of Our Reign. :

By command.

Hecror L. LANGEvVIN,
Secretary of State.

Hypsox's' Bay Posr,
Pemprva, October 3ist, 1869.

The Honorable
The Secretury of State for the Provinces,
Ottawa.
Heceived by Sir,—T bave the honor to report my arrival at this place last evening,
Secretary of

State, 19tn waere I have determined to remain for a short time, in consequence of the
of November events hereafter detailed. v
1869. Rumours of hostile movements on the part of the French half-breeds
against the authority of the Canadian Government, reached me at several points between
St. Paul and Pembina, but they were so wild and contradictory that I gave little heed to
" .them. . : :
I met the Honorable Joseph Howe on his retwrn from Fort Gary, about half-a-day’s
Journey south-of Georgetown, in the open Prairie. As the weather was stormy, we had
only a very short interview. He stated that the people of the Red River Settlement
were well disposed towards the Canadian Government, but from some circumstances, of
which he would advise me by letter from Fort Abercrombie, the feelings of a certain sec-
tion of the population had been excited, and that delicate handling would be necessary to
allay them. He did not state, and apparently did not anticipate, that there was any
danger of an armed insurrection before my arrival at Fort Garry.

At 2 point, ab6ut thirty miles from this post, where I camped for the night, I met
a Mr. Sandford, of Hamilton, (Ontario), who put into my hands despatches of which the
enclosed are copies (marked A. B.C.D.)  He stated also, that he was stopped. at Seratching
River, (about 15 miles from Fort Garry), by a body of armed men, who had thrown a
barricade across the road, and who expressed their determination to prevent me from
passing that point. He had no doubt of their intention %o carry out their threats, by
force, if necessary. ) ,

His report of the state of feeling among the French half-breeds, and of the movements
of the insurgents, confirmed generally the statements in the enclosed papers.

On my arrival et the American Custom House, at Pembina, a half-breed, who had
been waiting there for the last three or four days; put into my hands a letter, of which
the paper marked E is a copy, and immediately disappeared. I paid no attention to his -



. letter, but as soon ds ths proper entries had been made by the collector, proceeded to the
Hudsor Bay Company’s Post, about two miles distant, and within the ¢ Territory of the
North West.” Here I found ancther despatch (ma.rked F.) with a note from Colonel
Dennis (marked ).

This morning I determined to send forward Mr. Provencher (who, with Mr. Richards
and Captain Cameron, accompanied me from Fort Abercrombie to this place) to Fort
Garry, if permitted to go so far, with a verbal message to Governor McTavish, announcing
my arrival within his Junsdlctwn, and claiming his protection for myself and party.
Mr. Provencher was instructed to ascertain from the insurgents, by a friendly conference
if possible, their object, and the extent of the force at their command ;—He was instruc-
ted to assure them. of the determination of the Government o deal justly with all classes,
and to respect existing rights, without reference to race or religion, But he was to ex-
plain to them that until the new government was organized, and so long as they remained
with arms in their hands, no official communication could be had with them by e, or
any one on my behalf Mr. Provencher left this morning about eight o'clock, with a
reliable guide, who is well acquainted with the country and the half-breeds of the settle-
ment.

T shall remain here with Mr. Rxchards and. the balance of my party, until I hear
from Mr. Provencher, or learn from other sources that the insurgents have dispersed.

I have further to report that Captain Cameron of the Royal Axtillery, who accom-
panied me in his own conveyance for the greater part of the way from St. Cloud, and who
expec‘s to hold an appointment under the Government, determined this morning to pro:
ceed to Fort Garry on his 6wn responsibility. I endeavoured to dissuade him from making

the attempt until we had some assurance that the road would not be obstructed, but he
persisted 1n making preparations for the *om’ney, whereupon I addressed him the follow-
ing note (marked G\

After reading my note he s2id he would take all risks, and proceeded on bis journey,
taking with him his wife and two servants.

T have just Leard that I am to have a visit to-morrow from the Chief of a band of
Chippawa Indians, who claim title to a large tract of country extending from the boundary
line at Pembina towards Fort Garry. I ‘have agreed to TALK with bim, and will report
the result of my interview in due course.

. X have the honor to be, Sir,

W. McDouaaLL.

Pos'rscmr'r, November 1st, 1869.
The Honorable :
The Secretary cf State for the Provindes, &c.

Col. Dennis and Mr. Wm. Hallett have just arrived from Fort Garry, having made
.a detour over the Prairie in order to avoid the armed party at Scratching River : the situa-
tion is but little changed, except that the attempt of the insurgents to rally the Indians
to their side has failel. Two chiefs, who obeyed their summons, returned home refusing
to take part in the movement, when they had ascertained its nature. -
I have just had a long talk with the chiefs of the tribe who claim the country in this
neighbourhood. They repudiate all sympathy with the half-breeds who are in arms.

In haste,
~ Very respectfully yours,

b

‘Wi McDoUGALL.

* Sic in original.—See Letter marked F. ¥., page 13,
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[A] - Forr Garry, 11th October, 1869.

MEMORANDUM of facts and circumstances connected with the active opposition by the French
half-breeds in this settlement to the prosecution of the Government surveys.

This day. about 2 p.m. a messenger arrived, Mr. Farmer, chain-bearer of Mr. Webb’s
party employed in‘surveying the base line or parallel of latitude, between Townships 6 and 7
east of the Meridian, on which service the party left a week ago to-day, bringing the
unwelcome information from Mr. Webb, that his further progress with the survey had been
stopped by a band * of some 18 French half-breeds, headed by a man named Louis Riel.

Mr. Webb had projected the line to about the fourth section, in Township 7,
2nd range east, and being within say 2} miles of the Red River, when this occurrence
took place. . -

‘ I&e was ordered by the leader of the party at once to desist from further running
the line, and in fact notified that he must leave the country on the south side of
the Assinniboine, which country the party claimed as the property of the French
half-breeds, and which they would not allow to be surveyed by the Canadian
Government. : : _ '

No arms were seen with the party, but by standing on the chain and using threats
of violence if the survey was persisted in, it became evident that to go on with the
survey would probably have led to a collision, and Mr. Webb, in accordance with'
with written instructions, which I had previously given him to provide for any such
contingency, discontinued his work, and as the halfbreeds would not allow him to
remain encamped where he was, moved his camp out to the main road .on the Red
River, waiting for orders, having -sent off in .the meantime. Mr. Farmer, as above
stated. .

- I at once waited on Dr. Cowan, the chief magistrate in the settlement, and laying
the facts of the case before him, requested that he would consult ‘with the Governor,
or such other magistrate as he might think desirzble to call in, and take such further
steps with regard to this outrage, as he and they might think called for under
the circumstances. . :

I remarked to Dr. Cowan at the same time that I question whether, owing to
the unsettled state of the land tenure. as regarded the halfbreeds and Indians, and
the peculiar irritation or sénsitiveness that existed on the part of the French kalf-breeds
in view of the transfer of the. Territory and the assumption of the Government by
Canada, it would be politic to take harsh measures towards the offenders in this case,
but stated that as he and his brother magistrate knew the temper and feeling of the
people in the settlement generally, that I left the matter in their hands, satisfied that
they would do what would seem most advisable under the circumstances.

Before I left Dr. Cowan it was settled that he would call in enother magistrate,
Mr. Goulet, and consult with him as to what course to take. =

Tuespay, 12th October, 1862.

I waited on Dr. Cowan this morning, about 11 o'clock, and was informed that
. he and Mr. Goulet had thought it best to send for Riel, the leader, and ascertain
- what the party means by this proceeding, and explain to him and them the serious
- character of the offence of which they have been guilty, and endeavour quietly to
- ‘obtain a promise that no further opposition should be made to continuing the survey.

*NAMES OF BAND.
Louis Riel, Leader.
De Sangré and Son, .
Baptiste Taureau and Three Sons,
Yrangois Charest,
Edward: Morin, ~ - - -
Janvier Ritchob
Othier fiames not legible.



Fhe magistrates had done'so accordingly but had failed either to extract from
him any rational excuse for their proceeding (beyond the assertion that the Canadian
Government had no right to make swrveys in the Territory without the express
permission of the people of the settlement), or any promise that their opposition would
be -withdrawn. i , v

Dr. Cowan stated further, that Riel was to be back at 2 o'clock, when he, the
Doctor, if Riel refused to listen to reason, would bring in the "influence of Governor
McTavish, whose health being in a critical . position, he had desired should not be
troubled if it could be avoided.

’ o ‘WeDNESDAY, October 13th.

Dr. Cowan informed me this morning that the interview of himself and Governor
Mec Tavish with Riel, which bad taken place yesterday,had been in no respect satis-
factory, that Riel still persisted that .injustice was ‘being done by the Canadian
Government, and utterly refused to withdraw from the positipn he and those under
him bad taken. . ,

Dr. Cowan said he should now apply to the Father Superior Lestanc, in charge
of the Diocese during the absence of Bishop Taché, and that he felt sanguine that
the Rev. Father, if so disposed could put a stop to trouble at once.

It being important that 1 should no longer delay visiting another of my parties
under Mr. Hart, engaged in projecting the meridian up near Shoal Lake (on which
service, had this trouble not occurred, I would have left on the afternoon of the 1lth
instant). I determined to leave to-day, desiving Dr. Cowan, after consulting with
Father Lestanc, to send a note to my office, stating the result, and instructing Mr.
~ 'Webb ; accordingly I started on the service above mentioned.

i OctoBER 14th to 20th, both inclusive.
Absent at Shoal Lake and examining country between that Lake and Lake Manitota.
OcroBER 2lst.

Having returned to the settlement late last night, found Dr. Cowan’s efforts with
Father Lestanc had been without avail, the Rev. Father declining to attempt to use
any influence with the party of halfbreeds in question.

Dr. Cowan informed me that the Rev. Father, in explanation of his refusal, said
that any such attempt in consequence of an idea that possessed the halfbreeds that
the Company was in collusion with the Canadian Government, would have a tendency
to impress them with the idea that the Church also was in sympathy with the Govern-
ment, and so might lead to weakening their influence over the people in a. religious
point of “view. ) '

Dr. Cowan had written a note, (see same dated 15th October,) announcing the entire
failure of his endeavours to get over the opposition of the French Settlers to the survey,
in consequence of which Mr. Webb, according to my instructions in such event, had with-
drawn his party to the north side of the Assinniboine; and was proceeding with the survey-
ing of the settlement north of Fort Garry, to which no opposition was offered. Such is the
present condition of affairs. :

, SAME DAY, 4 O'CLOCK P.M.

The High Constable, Mulligan, has just come to inform me, as a matter of duty,
that a meeting took place yesterday, at a house of a French half-breed, named Bruce, on
the other side of the river, by a number of the disaffected French party, among whom the
man Riel was conspicuous. ' ‘

That at such 'meeting it was resclved, to send an armed party to meet the Governor,
whom they expected to come in to-morrow, and to prevent at ail hazards, his entering the
settlement.

Under these circumstances, not wishing to identify myself with any one of the
_ three parties into which the people in the village are evidently divided, and who have no
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sympathy with each other, either socmlly or politically. I called in the council of two
Canadian gentlemen, Messrs. Sanford and Turner, of Hamilton, who had accompanied
Mr. Howe on his visit, and remaining behind that gentleman were still in the settlement.

He considered that the circumstances called for immediate and vigorous ection on
the pars of the Autherities, and it,was arranged that Mr. Turner and I should wa,xt upon
Judge Black, and inform him of the intended outrage.:

“We found Judge Black at his residence, some Four (4) miles down the settlement,
and laid the matter before him, and it was arranged that he should wait upon the
Governor and Dr. Cowan, early to-morrow morning, to concert measures to defeat ths
object of the refractory half- breeds.

On our return, there were reports confirmatory of the statements we had heard.

Friday, October 22nd.

I met Judge Black, Governor Mr. "\L,mubn, and Dr. Cowan this morning at the
Fort by appomtment when the matter was fully discussed in all its bearings, and in view
of the serious aspect of affairs, the Governor thought it only proper that a meeting of the
Council of the Colony should be convened with the least possible delay, and upon their
advice and action such further steps should be promptly taken as should effectually
prevent the perpetration of the gross outrage intended.

In evidence of the object intended by this armed party, reference is called to the
affidavit of * * * , a copy of which is hereto annexed, which was made during
the afternoon, the original having been sworn to before Dr. Cow'm and remaining in his
possession.

This affidavit’ was further corroborated by a statement ma,de about 4 p.m., by
Mr. * * , who, on his way from . Pembina to-dav, found a body of armed men in
possession of the roadway near the crossing of the river Sale, across which they had
thrown a barricade, through which barricade they were not allowed to pass without
explanation, and without 6’ivi.ncr satisfactory assurances that a stranger who formed one of

© _the rarty was not connected with the Canadian Government.

The meeting of Council, Governor McTavish called for Monday, the 25th inst., it
being stated that some of the members resided at such a distance that it could not be
convened at an earlier date.

J. 8. Dexnis.
Red River Settlement,
October 23rd, 1869.

B] : -
Forr Garry, October 15th, 1869.
("oltmcl Dennss.

DEeaRr Sir,—1I very much regret to say that we have failed entirely in our endeavours
to get over the opposition of the French Settlers to the survey.

Governor McTavish has done all in his power, in the present state of his health, and
every effort has been made by Mr. Goulet and myself, to persuade these men, but to no
purpose.

I believe they are now of opinion that we are influenced unduly in favor of the

. Canadian Government, so that it is in vain for us to have any further correspondence
¢ with them at present

I remam, dear sir, yours faithfully,
Wirriam Cowax.

(€] .- MONDAY AFTERNOON.

My Dzar Cor. DE\NIS,—-—Your note- has just been handed to me, and of course, if
you wish it, I will be glad to see you after the mesting of Council, which will, possibly,
122 '



10

-

not be over before 2 o’clock, but I will sead down and let you know. Matters from
information that has reached me, look serious ; but it is very difficult, judging of affairs of
this kind bere ; and sometimes when the case looks bad, the whole thing subsides. I
have seen to many difficulties here got over quietly to despair until the worst has taken
place ; but I must allow, there are ncidents in the present case that have not been in
former troubles,

' Yours truly,

W. McTavisa.

[D]
Rep River SETTLEMENT.
To Wit :—
# * * * maketh Oath and Salth —

During the afternoon of yesterday, some twenty men or thereabouts, fully armed,
made their : appearance at the crossing of the River Sale, on the road between here and
Pembina ; and other and smaller parties of men, also ai'med kept coming in during the,
.mfbcrnoon and evening, till as many as forty were in the party

That the said party of forty men are now billeted (or were when the deponent left
home this a.m., at which time they had sent off some men for more provisions) round
in the adj acent houses.

That the men compozing the said party, deponent believes, all belong to the parishes
of St. Norbert, above mentioned, and St. Vital, and that the avowed object of their
meeting in arms, and waiting at the said Point, was to turn back the new Governor,
Mcr. McDougall, and not ailow him to enter further into the Colony. Omne of the men in
conversation with the deponent who was naturally anxious to find out the meaning of
such an assemblage with arms in their hands, told the deponent the above was their
object, and further said that if the Governor persisted in attempting to come further than
‘that point, %.c., the crossing of the .River Sale, they would shoot him. '

The deponent saith further, that he was informed by this party, and believes the
same (inasmuch as he saw a number of horsemen passing pr eviously), that another party
mounted, supposed to consist of twenty men or more, are now in advance, somewhere
about Scratching River, accompaunied by a man named Riel, whose intention is to stop
the Governor; and submit to him several questions, or ra.uhel demands, in the event of
refusing which, he is to be warned not to proceed. '

‘There is a further and thirgd party between the two points mentloned which this
deponent, from information received, believes to number forty men.

Should the Governor persist in coming forward, notmthstandmff repeated warnings,
these parties will fall back on the reserve at the river Sale, and then final action will Do -
taken as above mentioned, should he still further endeavov' to force his way on to the
settlement.

The depounent further saith that, among other houses in the vicinity where certain of
the forty men at the river Sale are billeted, ten of the armed party find quarters at the
house of the Curé, Rev. Pére Ritchot.

Finally, that the deponent seriously believes that the said- men are truly in earnest,
..nd that without prompt action be taken by the authorities to avert the same, a senous'
calamity is about to ensue, in an outrage which may be of a fatal character, on the- person
“of the Honorable crentlema,n now"about entering the colony to assume the charge of
Government. ~

* * *
Sworn before me at Fort Garry,}
this 22nd day of October, 1869.

WiiLiau Cowax, J. P.
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[E] A Moxseur W. McDougaLL.

MoxsievR,—Le Comité National des Métis de la Riviére Rouge intime 3 Monsieur
'W. McDougall 'ordre de ne pas entrer sur le Territoire du Nord-Ouest sans une per-
mission spéciale de ce Comité.

i Par ordre du Président, ~ Jorx Brucg,

. Lovuis RieL, Secrétaire.
Daté & St. Norbert, Riviére Rouge.” -
Ce 21e jour d’Octobre, 1866.

[F.]

‘WEDNESDAY, 27th October. 1869.
Noox.

Have just returned from a visit to the lower part of the settlement on the west side
of Red Riyer, having left yesterday afternoon.

~Called upon 1 Mr. * ~and Mr. * *  and others.

From the conversations had with these different gentlemen, I am satisfied that the
general disposition is in favor of recelvmcr the incoming Government with respect, but
there is no enthusiasm.

The attitude of the Encrhsh-spea.kmg portion of the eolony, may, I think, be fairly
stated as follows :—

They say : We feel a disposition to extend a sidecere welcome to the Honorable
Mr. McDougall, as the gentleman who has been selected for our future Governor. .
~  'We regret sincerely that the good name of the colony should be prejudiced by any
such action as that we are told is contemplated by a portion of the Frenech half-breeds.

‘We consider it a most outrageous proceelling on their part, and one that we would
be glad to see, if possible, put a stop'to. At the same time, should an appeal to arms be
necessary, we could hardly justify ourselves in engaging in a conflict, which would be, in
our opinion, certain to resolve itself into one of mnationalities and religions, and of which
we could hardly, at prescut, »e2 the termination.

¥ e feel this way: We feel confidence in the future administration of the Govern— )
ment of this country under Canadian rule ; at the same time, we have not been consulted
in any way as a people, in entering-into the Dominion.

The character of the new Government has been settled in Canada, without our being
consulted. We are prepared to accept it respectfully, to obey the laws, and to become
good subjects : but when you present to us the issue of a conflict with the French party,
with whom we have hitherto lived in friendship, backed up, as they would be, by the
Roman Catholic Church, which appears probable by the course at present, being taken by
the priests, in which conflict it is almost certain the aid of the Indians would be invoked,
and perhaps obtained by that party, we feel disinclined to enter upon it, and think that
the Dominion should assume the responsibility of establishing dmongst us What it, and it
alone, has decided upon.

At the saine time, we are ready—should the Council make an appeal to ﬁhe settlement,
to pxevent the gross outrage eontemplated—Dby a large mounted deputation, unarmed, to
meet and escort the Honorable William McDougall to Winnipeg ; and thus show to the
French party, now in arms, that the Enculsn—spea.hno' portion of the colony is entirely
opposed to the present threatening movemient by a portion of the French half- breeds,—we
W’lH cheerfully and promptly resnond to the call.
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Mr. * * * has just come in, and reports that about eighty of the French
party, who are opposed to the views of the insurgents, met by invitation at the camp of
the disaffected to-day ; but that their remonstrances and appeals to get them to disband,
were entirely without avail.

Several priests were present ; among others, Pére Lest’mc, the Father Superior.

Pere Lestanc took little or no part in the ploceedmgs one way or another ; some of
the others were less serupulous, Pére Ritchot declaring in favor of the stand taken, and
called upon the insurgents to maintain their ground.

The appeals of this priest,* and of the leaders of the insurgent party, had the effect
of even withdrawing then and thele, sowe twenty or thereabouts of Mr. Dease's party
over to their side.

Mr. Dease thereupon withdrew his party from the ground, and they accovdingly
went into camp a short distance nearer to Fort Gavry, w here they are at present.

Mr. Dease, previous to coming to me, states that he had an interview with Governor
McTavish, in which he expressed the determination of his party to remain together, and
if possible, to overawe the others, with which view he requested a supply of arms and
ammunititon.

He proposes, if these ave granted to his party, to escort the Governor in.

His proposition is, for a number of his men (say fifteen) to ride down towards
Pembina, and meet Mr. McDeougall, and escort’ him straight to his residence on the
Assinniboine, passing the “old crossing” over the river Sale, possession of which (as it is
understood that there are a few men of the insurgents now at that point), should
previously have been taken by another party of his men.

He does not fear that Mr. McDougall will be interfered with at any other point.

He thinks, that, once on the north side of the Assinniboine, at his own house, or- at
the Fort, five miles lower down, Mr. McDougall would not be subjected to any indignity.

I accompanied Mzr. Dease to the Fort, and had an interview with Governor McTavish,
at which Dr. Cowan was preseut, when Mr. Dease’s proposition was discussed.

- The Governor, who was very feeble, and is evidently feeling the responsibility and
delicacy of his position, determined to consider the matter to-night, and call in the aid of
some Members of the Council to-morrow morning, and decide what course was best to be
pursued.

It is worthy of remark, that Mr. Dease expressed his conviction from what had fallen
from the lips of the insur «ent leaders, that it would not be a matter of much regret to
them, “implying that they would feel it a relief rather than otherwise, owing to the
evident division among the French elements,” were the Goveraor to find his way into the
ssttlement by another route.

Mr. Dease remarked to me that his party were entirely without provisjon, and he
feared, if they were obliged to go home, it mlght be difficult to get'them together again,
and so prejudice the position in favor of the insux gents; and T 'mgreed to send him a small
supply to-morrow morning, for their sustenance, uutil the Council shall have decided on
the course to be taken.

There was no determinstion come to by Governor McTavish as to furnishing his party
with arms|]

I understood that there were three or four hundred stand of arms, the old ¢ Brown
Bess,” with ammunition, at present in the Fort.

1 may say further that I sent * * ¥ | g man of influence among the French Half-
Breeds, but favorable to our cause, up to the French Settlement on the ‘“ White Horse
Plains,” on the Assinniboine, yesterday, to use kis influence to prevent-the people there
from coming down to help the insurgents. e returned to-day, and the result of his
mission is given in the annexed papesr.

J. 8. Denwis:

* - * snother of the Dease party, testifies that, on this occasion. the priest
ravsi and tore bis gown, addressing the s&eem‘blage in ins most frantic and excited manner.
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Memo. Vigit to the « White Horse Plains.”

TUESDAY EveNiNa, October 26th, 1869.-

Came from the road from Mangus Duston's, and go to bring the hoise fromn the
church tothe water. The nuns see him water his horse—they run to him, and ask him,
«Did you come from St. Vital? They said to him, “to join the people, and do not let the
Governor cross the lineg, or come into the country ; he will speak and say many things
to please you ; fill his mouth with sugar, but he will do you much harm when he gets in.”

They told the pecple to get their arms, and take them with them. . I supplied them
with provisions, bags of pemican, &c. They got arms from Cowley. About 28 or 40
people. v
! PPriost; Cabina* spoke against * * * * Jetter to Buston, saying that * * * ¥ wanted to
blind the people.

Norg—Knows "Heard the priest and nuns declare, both, that the bishop bad sent letters

ﬁg‘;&;ws % from Canada, that the Governor was not to he allowed to come into the Ter-
' ritory.

Honorable Wm. McDougall.

F. F. My Drar Mgr. McDoveaLL,—The enclosed will bring matters up to
(Private) last evening. This morning Mr. Dease has been with me to say that
*overnor McTavish has decided to make an appeal to the people, to obtain a large unarmed
party to go down and escort you through. In which casz it will no doubt be responded
to generally, but this may take two or three days, as some parts of the Settlemnent are so
distant. )

In the meantime, till further fully advised to the contrary, you would only prejudice
the chances of a quiet settlement of affairs by endeavoring to force your way on.

I will endeavor to keep you informed every day in some way or other, and you need
only be patient, if you can. ’

The bearer, who is relizble, will give you an accurate account of the state of things

. on the road. '

Most truly yours,

J. S. DEnNis.

If I find T can.be of less use lere than with you, I will at once go down to
“meet you, ’

¢ October 27th, 11 A.m. _ 1. 8. D.
»

: ' * Sic.




14

(G) ‘ ‘PemBiNa, October 31st, 1869,
‘Captain D. R. Cameron, Royal Artillery. ‘

Sir,—I have the honor to inform you that information has reached ms, of the
“truth of which I can have no doubt, that the road to Fort Garry is barricaded,
and in possession of a party of insurgents, who threaten to arrest and turn back the
representatives and officials of the Canadian Government. T have determined to await
at this place, communications from the local authorities at Fort Garry, who advise that
any " sttempt to force a passage under present cncumsta,nces would embarrass their
proceedings.

As you will probably be regarded as an official of the Canadian Government, I am
of opinion that yon will incur some personal risk, and may cause some embarrrassments
to the loyal and peaceably disposed in their efforts to quell the outbreak, by provoking a

- collision at the present moment.
"~ I do not make any order in- your case, as I have no authority to direct youwr move-
ments, but I wisk to velisve myself of all responsibility for the consequences of your
: attempt to proceed immediately to Fort Garry.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

W. McDovugALL.

Orrawa, 19th November, 1869,

The Honorable W. MeDougall, C.B., | .
Pembina.

Received by Mr. Sir,—T1 had the honor to réceive this morring yéur Despatch of the
McDougall, 6tk 31st ult., covering Colonel Dennis’ Report and other papers, relating to
December. " the obstructions opposed to your progress through the country lvmnf

between Pembina and Fort Garry.

Those papers were promptly submitted to the Privy Council, and I am instructed to
convey to you their entire approvsl of the judgment and pv“aaence displayed by you in
the trying “circumstances'in which you were placed. :

At this distance from the scene of disturbance, any instructions that could be sent to

- you, would only embarrass you, and restrain your freedom of action. You will, therefore,
exercise your own judgment, and decide on tnﬂ instant, as circumstances chancwa what is
best to be done.

The Government entertain the hope that the opposition presented will be withdrawn
when the prejudices aroused have been allayed by frank explangtions, and in the meéean-
time they would deeply regret that blood should be shed, or that any hasty or intemperate
exercise, even of lawful authority, should, in the transfer of the country, array the feelings
of any large portion of the people against your admipistration.

As matters stard, you can claim or assert no authonty in the P'ucxsons Bay Terri-
tory, until the Queen’s Proclamation, annexing the country to Canada, reackes you
through this office. Tt will probably be issued on the 2nd December, and will be for-
warded by a safe hand as soon as received. You had better inform Governor McTavish
that you are only proceeding to Fort Garry on the assumed consent of the Compaly, and
its officers, and having stated the facts, await his answer. If he either declines to admit
you, or is powerless to give you safe conduct, stay where you are till further advised.

*

E}
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In due time, no doubt, when all peaceful medns have been -exhausted, should it be
necessary, the powers of the Crown will be exerted, and.the authority of this Government
maintained. In the meantime, let me hear from you by every meil, and inform me hy
what safe means we can communicate with the least possible delay.

I have the honor te be Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

Josepr Howe,

Secretary of State to the Provinces.

The Homorable the Secretury of State,

Jor the Provinces, Ottuca. -

. Peuping, 4th November, 1869.
Received by My Dear Sie,—Having been engaged during the dayin arranging for a

izlfaecf)‘;tagé?{ temporary residence on the American side of the line, and in writing to the
“ov. 1868, authorities ‘at Fort Garry, I find I have only a few moments left to catch
the mail of to-day. Important events have occurred since my report of the 31st ult. On
the 2nd inst., body of armed half-breeds galloped up to Hudson’s Bay Post, and demanded
an audience with me; two of the leaders were admitted, and told me they had been sent to.
order me out of the North-West Territory. When I asked who sent them, they replied,
“the government”: to my question, what government? they said, “the goverment they
had made.” They said I must leave by nine o'clock next morning, I explained my
position, but they were evidently very ignorant, and had come for one ohject, viz :—to
compel me to leave the Territory. In the morning they appeared at the gate with arms
in their Lands, and loudly demanded that we should leave, a3 .after nine o'clock they
would not answer for our lives. We accordingly put our horses to our wagons, and
drove across the line, sccompained by a portion of the party with arms in their hands.

We ure now encamped on American Territory waiting the issue of events. As soon
‘as I hear from the anthorities at Fort Garry, what action they or the people have taken
on hearing of thisbutrage, I shall determine my course. The weather is still fair, but
winter may set in at any moment. Mr. Provencher and Captain Cameron were sent
back from the barricade under escort, and are now here.,

Theve is a strong sympathy among the people here with the insurgents. We are not
- free from peril, but will not run away so long as we see any purpose can be served by
" our presence here. ’

In haste,
Very respectfully yours,

W. McDoveaLL.

Hawmroy, 18th, November, 1869.

¥ My Dpar Mr. Howe,—I am in receipt of your kind letter of the 16th, respecting
' Telegram which was sent with the conviction that matters were in a more serious state
“than Mr. McDougall or you supposed. Immediately after your departure, the insurrection
‘began to develop itself. Armed men immediately took possession of the roads entering
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Fort Garry. A meeting of the Council.was at once called, and the wildest excitement
followed. ~The leader of the Insurgents “Riel” was before the Council from 10 a.ar
until 7 p.>t., and concluded by convincing them that he was correct, and they wrong. We
proposed ledm« the Friday following your departure, but were detained, by order of
Grovernor MeT: msh four days, to hear the decision of the Council, that he mlght send by
me verbal advice to Governor McDougall. The Council finding 1tse1f powerless, broke
up, without taking any action, while the Insurgents were Ga.thermn' fresh material hourly.
Governor McTavish was unable to attend the Councxl and is fmhn* rapidly. Shall not
be surprised to hear of his death by any mail. When leaving Stink'mg River, we found
an encampment of the rebels, thirty. strong. They had barvicaded the roads, and were
patrolling on both sides of the barricade, all armed with rifles. They seized our horses
by the heads, and we had to dismount. It was very generally known they had a force
out to intercept the Government supplies for Dennis and Snow, also the rifles being
brought forward by MecDougall. I, however, sent messengers to him; and learned when
I met him, the rifles had been carefully stowed below, so they are safe

Mr. McDougall not having been in the settlement can only have a géneral iden
of the true pos1t10n, and T felt affairs were assuming so serious an aspect, that I
thought I would at once hurry down to Ottawa, and enter fully into detail, but after-
wards thought it better to telegmph,_ and if you thought it necessary, you would
telegraph for wore particdars. On my arrival in St. Paul, and when passing through
St. Cloud, and other of those villages, I found a great many rough men collecting
and preparing for the Prairies, just the.class who would only be too ready to filibuster,
and knowing that in a week they would be out of the way, I put into the paper
the account of Mr. McDougall’s sife arrival at Fort Garry you saw telegraphed from
St. Paul’s, which, I have to confess, had not one word of truth in it. Things are not
healthy, and I am afraid it will cost money and blood yet.

If there is anything more you may wish to know, write to me, or if you think
it nocessary, I will run down.

I am, &e.,

W. E. SANFORD.

Otrawa, 19th November, 1869.

See  Letter My Dear WHEELOCE,—Send this by a safe hand as quickly as you

j{”}c%ﬁfg‘i’%e can, so that it may not be stopped or tampered with hy the way.

November 19
1869. . Yours truly, I

) Josepm Howe,
Say nothing of this, the expense will be paid.

Telegraph '
November 20th, 1869.

Mr. W. E. Sanford, Hamilton.
Letter received. Thanks, Telegraph any new facts. Need not come here,

JosepH Howk.
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( Telegraph. )
O1rawa, November 20th, 1869.

Joser WaEELOCK, St. Paul, Minunesots.—Letter for you mailed te-day. Should
Governor McDougall return to St. Paul, request him to remain there till he hears from
me. . Telegraph any authentic news from frontier;. they wlll charge tolls to this office. -

- Joserr Howk.

~

Dacoran, TerriTorY, U.S., Pembina, Nov. 5th, 1869.

Received by Sir,~—I Lave the honor to report, for the information of His Excel-
ggg:tag‘ ﬂ;’g lency the Governor General in Council, the events that have occurred in
Province, 26th this vicinity since my communication of the 31st Octoler. I expected to
November. have been able to send this report by the mail which left Pembina this
morning, but in consequence of the unexpected closing of the mail last evening at six
o'clock, which the Postmaster said was “contract time,” I was able to write only a short
note, which, for prudential reasons, I addressed unofficially to Mr. Meredith. I now
proceed to give you the details of the importaut events which prevented me from remaining
in the North-West Territory. '

On the 1st day of November, about eleven o'clock, a.m., while I was talking with a
Chippawa Chief, and some of his band who had mst me by appointment, Colonel Dennis
and an English half-breed, Mr. Hallett, arrived from Fort Garry, having left the Fort early
in the morning of the previous day. They vode over the prairie some miles to the West
of Red River, and were not observed by the rebel scouts. Colonel Dennis brought a
despatch from Governor McTavish, of which the paper marked A. is acopy. He also
handed me the papers marked B. and C., bringing down his own narrative to the day
previous to his departure. As the Governor and his Council concurred with Colonel
Dennis in the opinion that it would be imprudent for me to proceed to Fort Garry under
present circumstances; and as no steps had been taken towards organizing a force to
. support the authorities, I had no alternative but to remain at the Hudson Bay Company’s
" Post. The furniture, &c., for the Government House having arrived at Pembina from St.
Cloud, the person who had undertaken to deliverit at Fort Garry called upon me to know
- if he was to proceed with his freight, suggesting that it might be stopped on the way, and
- perhaps destroyed. I told him that as he had bargained to deliver it at Fort Garry he
- must complete his contract. I had reason to believe that he was aware of the designs'and
- movements of the insurgents, and was in their confidence, if not in their plot. I took
. peins to impress him with the belief that it was no child’s play his friends had begun, and
- that all the consequences of rebellion against Imperial authority must follow in this case
. as in others. T told him I had been sent as a civil governor, and was prepared to treat
ali classes and parties in the most friendly and impartial manner; but if they preferred.a
military regime and martial law they were taking the proper course to secure it. I knew
that he would report my remarks as he passed through the rebel camp, and I thought 1t
L. would be politic, since they had gone so far, that they should understand the view I took
of their proceedings. I knew that Mr. Provencher’s mission must end either favourably
or otherwise before my interlocutor could see his friends. He told me that a party of
I. twenty mounted men would pay me a visit in a day or two. As evidence of the earnest-
ness and patriotic spirit of the insurgents he showed me a song in French, copied partly
f from the Marseillaise, and which was being circulated among the half-breeds of the neighbor-
t hood.  He proposed to buy some of the property in his charge, the stoves especially, in
b order to save it from destruction. I declined his proposal with the remark, that the
L rebels might as well destroy the stoves as anything else, but I would hold him responsible, in
E the first place for their safe delivery at Fort Garry, and I thought the farms and cattle of
| the half-breed settlers would ultimately be found sufficient to pay any damage they might

TR e
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- inflict on public or private property. I told him he m;vht do as he pleased with his
freight, as I had 1o directions to give him until he arrived at Fort Garry. Upon
this he left the Post, convinced at all events, that he had not succeeded in frightening me
into a sale of the Gove“nment property at his own price. His carts, in a fow mmutes,
were on their way to the settlement. I have not,up to this moment, (4 o'clock, p.m.,) been
able to ascertain whether they have passed the barricade unmolested or not:

The interview with the Chippawa Chief, Kewetaosh and his band, which T stated in
my previous repors, was fixed for this day, was interesting to wus and apparently satisfac-
tory to him. His pipe-bearer, after filling his pipe with tobacco mixed with dried willow
bark, and placing a live coal upon it, rose with the pipe in his band and waited for an
observation from the Chief. He, with the dignity of his race and class, rose slowly from
his seat, and pointing to a large silver medal on - his breast, which had been given to his
grandfather in the time of George IIL., said he was glad to see me as the English Governor.
Pointing to the fumes of his pipe, he said there was no harm in that smoke—it meant
peace and friendship between us. He then sat down and the pipe-bearer presented me
the pipe, which I smoked for & little and then returned to him. It was then handed to

Mr. Richards and the other members of my party, each in turn. Tt was next smoked
by the Indians, and last of all by the Chief. This ceremony being over, the Chief drew
himseif up for his speech. He 1s a pure Indian, about fifty years of age, with a stately
figure and an agreeable and intelligent countenance. He repeated his friendly greeting,
and said he had waited some time to see me. He was sorry to hear of the proceedings

-of the half-breeds in the settlement and wished me not to go there. He had not much
- to say, but would ask me a question. Had I bought their (ms) land from the Hudson’s
Bay Company? He then proceeded to lay’ claim to the country from Pembina to
the Assinniboine, and from the high lands on the West to the Lake of the Woods. He
said his ancestors had never sold their title to 'any part of it, they had only lent as much
as a man could see under a horse’s belly on both sides of the river to the Company ; and
he now wanted to know what I was going to do with his lJand. He repeated his desire
to be on good terms with me, and said that neither he nor his band had anything to do
with the movements or designs of the French half-breeds.

I replied to his speech throucrh an interpreter, a French Canadian settler, who speaks
3 little Chippawa and about as much English. I reciprocated his friendly greeting and
expressed my regret, that from the len(rth of the journey I had travelled, and the time
required for plepa.ra.tmn for it, I had not reached Pembina as soon as was expected. I
was glad to see him and his ba,nd, and hoped that we would be able to make a satisfactory
agreement about any land of his we might require. I explained the nature of the arrange-

-ment with the Hudson’s Bay Company, which'I assured him left his rights, whatever
they might be, just as the stood before. With respect to his remark, that I ought not to
go to Fort Garry, if he meant it as a friendly warning, I thanked him for it, but I told
him I must obey, not the wishes of others, but the requirements of duty. I was sent to
‘govern the country in- the Queen’s name, and would do it unless prevented by force. I
then produced a map of the territory, and asked him to point out the bounds of the lands
to which ke and his band laid claim. This proposal was evidently something he did not
expect, and a good deal of consultation took place between him and his companions. I
told them I merely wished to find out the extent of the country they claimed ; that I was
not prepared eithemto admit their claim or deny it, but before we could negotia.te, I must
know what it was they pretended to own ; that there were other Indian bands, especially
toward sthe Lake of the Woods, who would probably claim some part, of the territory he had
described as belonging to his band. It then came out that their Chiefs—¢Peguwis,” near
Lake Winnipeg, “Fox,” of Prairig Portage, and “Grosse Oreille,” of Oak Pomt towards
Lake of the Woods, and himself, acreed last winter upon & division of the country between
them, and that his claim was to be limited to the country bounded by Scratching River and
the Government Road on the north, Pembina Mountain on the west, White Mouth River
on the east, and the American bounda.ry on the south. I questioned him as to the bargain
with Lord Selklrck whereupon he appealed to an old man, who said he was present on
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the occasion and remembered “My Lord,” as he was called, only borrowed the land along
the Red River, as far as he could see under a horse. I asked him how long it was under-
stood the loan should continue? Amnother consultion took place among thé Indians, and
they answered, twenty or twenty-five years. To my question, whether any written record
of the agreement was prepared,-they said they had never seen any. He said his band
numbered about six hundred souls, and that he could not make any cession of their rights
without consultation with the other Chiefs. He "mentioned the month of May as the
most’ convenient time to meet them at Fort Garry, for a conference with me. AsI
learned that his band, excluding half-breeds, did not exceed half the number he had stated,
I told him - it would be necessary when he came to Fort Garry, to bring a list of the
number of families and their names, and places of residence, who acknowledged him as
their Chief, excluding American Indians and halfbreeds. This he agreed to. I directed
the Hudson’s Bay Company’s agent to give them some tobacco, flour, and tea, according to
custom on such occasions. We all shook hands and the conference was at an end.

I then had a private interview with Colonel Dennis and Mr. Hallett, who had taken
some Fest in the meantime, and endeavoured to ascertain the precise object of the insur-
rectionary movement, and the probability of its present success. - I confess that the verbal
account of the condition of things at Fort Garry, the indecision and infirmity of the
Governor, the hesitation and indifference of the merchants and English half-breeds, more
than confirmed the impression I had derived from the correspondence, that there would be
no measures taken to arrest the progress of the rebellion or resist any Government' the
French half-breeds might set up. Colonel Dennis expressed the opinion that the “Ca-
nadians” in the country could be relied upon, that they were fretting under the inactivity
of the authorities, and would at once rally under any vigorous leader, who appealed to
them in the name of law and order, and the authority of the Crown. But unfortunately
their number was small, as compared with the insurgents, and they were much scattered
over the country. The local Government had not even published a warning to the mal-
'+ content portion of the population, of the consequences which would be likely to follow
" this threatened resort to arms. No official statement of the nature of the arrangements
with the Hudson’s Bay Company,and of the authority under which it was made, had
been published to. remove,the misapprehensions created in the minds of the half-breeds
by designing men in the settlement. It was well known at Fort Garry, that American
" citizens had come into the country, cstensibly for purposes of trade, but in reality to create
. disaffection, and if possible. a movement for annexation to the United States. These men
; and their sympathizers, had been actively engaged in circulating stories, absurd as they
| were unfounded, to alarm the fears of the halt-breeds, and excite their hostility against
- the Canadian Government. It was known that these stories had produced the desired
¢ offect, yet nothing appears to have been done by the Government to counteract them,
- beyond explanation and remonstrances verbally, and to a few individuals, some of whom
. it was believed, had entirely misrepresented to the ignorant half-breeds, the purport of
. their conversation with the Council. Neither Colonel Dennis nor Mr. Hallett could suggest
. anything better than a policy of inaction on my part unil I heard the result of Mr.
.. Provencher’s mission.

: The next day (Tuesday), about five o’clock in the afternoon, fourteen horsemen were
een approaching as from the direction of Fort Garry. It was soon evident that they
were armed, and moving rapidly forward. As they approached, they slackened their
. pace, and dismounted at the gate of the stockade which surrounds the post, with their
" guns cocked, and in military order. In a few minutes, $wo of their number demanded

n interview with me. They left their arms with their comrades at the gate, and were
- at once admitted. I invited them to a seat, and asked them what they wished to say to
- me. They replied, that they had been sent to tell me that I must leave the North-West
- Territory—I must go back before nine o'clock to-morrow morning. I asked them who
- had sent them withthis message ¢ They said, * The Committee—the Government.” I asked,
- what Government ¢ They said “The Government we have made.” I asked, what they
© were instructed to do, if I declined to go back?  They said; “ they did not know—they




- had no order.” I then told them I was. sent to’assume the government of the couniry
‘under the Queen of England, and by:her authority, and I could not obey the orders of
their Committee. I, at the same time, produced my commission under the Great Seal,.
and handed it to the captain for his perussl. He evidently could not read it, but the
parchment and the seal seemed to convince him that it was what I described it to Be. He
handed it back, saying, that if his leaders had seen that, he thougl.i thiey would not have ~
opposed me—they did not wish to take ‘up arms against the Queen. He added that I
ought to have come on as far as the barricade, which I might have done without molesta-
tion. I told him, in reply, that T was going on as fast as I could, when I was stopped by
a written order from his Committee, which I handed him to read. He read it, and ze-
marked that he was not present when it was written, but admitted that it came from the
*National Committee, whose orders he obeyed. His companion having left the room, he
seemed impatient to end the conversation, and rose to retire. I had asked their names,
which they gave, without hesitation, as Lépine and Levailée. They were very respectful
in their bearing, and seemed ashamed of the business they had in hand. T sent out to.ask
them if they would eat, which they said they would be glad to do, and I, accordingly,
ordered some pork and bread and tea to be given to them. Hearing of their remarks to
one another, that if they-had known I was coming to represent the Queen as well as the
Government of Canada, and that I wasnot sent to interfere with their religious or private
rights, they would not have joined the insurgent party ; and having observed the effect of
the Great Seal upon the captain of the Band, I resolved to send for the whole party, and
explain my position and authority to them in the same manner as I haddone to the two
leaders. They replied to my invitation, that they were tired, and that some of their party
had gone to the village, and could not see me until the morning.  About six o'clock the
same evening, Mr. Provencher and Captain Cameron made their appearance at the post,
escorted by six horsemen, who had conducted them as prisoners all the way from River Sale.
These gentlemen had not been allowed to go beyond the barricade, ox to hold any commu-
nication with the authorities at Fort Garry.  Mr. Provencher’s report of his mission and
its result, is enclosed herewith, marked E. -

About eight o'clock in the morning of Wednesday, the 3rd instant, loud talking was
heard at the gateway, and on going out I found the rebel party, with their arms ir their
hands, drawn up in a balf-circle, gesticulating fievcely, and threatening that, if we were not
off by nine o'clock, they would not answer for our lives. I found that they had made a
prisoner of Mr. Hallett, who went out to repeat my invitation of the evening before, and
that he was then tied to a cart, and not allowed to speak to any of my party. Sceing
their temper, and thinking it would not be prudent to give them an excuse for any fu-
ther outrage, I ordered the horses to be harnessed, and we drove away from the Hudson’s
Bay Company’s post towards Pembina, escorted by a portion of the party on foot. When
I reacheq the post which had been set up to mark the 4Sth paraliel, the captain of the
band stopned, and addressing me in French, said, “You must not return beyond this
line,” pointing to the boundary monument. ¥e further remarked, that he did not know
me as Governor, but only as Mr. McDougall. As three or four persons had joined us on
the way, but had no other connection with us, I asked if they also were interdicted from
going on. He shrugged his shoulders, and said he didn’t know ; he would not prevent
them, but perhaps they would be stopped at the River Szle. T then drove on, and my
cscort returned to the Hudson’s Bay Company’s post.

‘We encamped on the farm of Mr. Peter Hayden, an old Irish settler, who had been
forty years in the territory, and had married the sister of the Indian Chief, Kewetaosh.
He was very friendly o us, and strongly British in his feeling, though living on the
American side of the boundary line. Here we have remained until to-day. The weather
being cold and stormy, I have directed Colonel Dennis to hire a house for our protection,
and stables for our horses, if they can be found in the neighborhood, of which I have
some doubt. The village of Pembina consists of the house of the Postmaster, and
another in which the Coliector of Customs has his office. All the others, four or five in
number, are mere huts, and offered very poor accommodation for their present occupants.
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Our position is beset with dificulties. -We cannot go-forward without an armed force,
which is not at our command. We cannot 1mmema.te1y return for our horses require rest
and grain before we can undertake so long a journey. The snow may overtake us on the
way, and rendered further progress with wagons 1mposs1b1e. There are no houses or supplies
between this place and Geor(fetown a dlstance of 150 miles. With the Canadians who
joired me on the way, and who are now afraid to go forward, my party numbers twenty
souls. . Colonel Dennis is also with me, and will nrob?blv follow my fortunes, as he was
ordered out of the country at the same time, and by he same suthority. After surveying’
the situation, and deciding in my own mind upon the course which it was my duty to
~edopt, I held a council “with Messts. Richards and Provencher and Colonel Dernis.
Captain Cameron being at some distance from us at the moment, and kaving acted upon
his own judgment on more than one occasion against my advice, muf‘h to his own
disadvantage as well as ours, T did not wait to consuit him. - T had prevxously sent
Colonel Dennis to ascertain what supplies could be acquired in the neighborhood for our
horses and party. He reported that the supply of tea, sugar, flour, salt and beef (fresh),
which could be obtained at the Hudgon's Bay Oom’:any’s Post was sufficient for our wants,
if the rebels did not seize them, or prevent us from getting possession of them. Only a
few bushels of oats (about twenty) could be procured on either side of the line, but he
heard that barley was more plentiful, although even that grain might be dificult to procure,
if the farmers on the American side of the line protved to be, as we more than suspected .
they would, friendly to the insurgents and inimical to us. .

Under this state of facts we decided :—1st, to get, if possible, the twenty bushels of
cals already bargained for, as our horses were much- in need of them:, 2nd, to secure
all the barley that we would hear of for future use. 3rd, to send down to the Hudson
Bay Company’s agent for all the groceries, flour, and beef e would require for three or
four woeks ab least.  4th, having secured a sufficient supply of provisions to enable us
to reach St. Cloud, if we found it necessary to return to that point, we would there make
ourselves as comfortable as possible under tents, or in houses, if they could be had, until
we could hear from Fort Garry, and learn the effect of our expulsion upon the loyal
portion of the people. ‘We all agreed that it would be discouraging to our friends, and a
great triumph for the rebels, if their first demonstration resuited in my return to Canada
before I had assumed the reins of Government. We- therefore resolved to remain at
Pembina for 2 week or two longer, if we could get supplies.” I may remark that I was
shewn to-day written evidence that residents of .the American village of Pembina, are in
constant communication with the leaders of what they call the ¢ patnot army,” at River
Hele. A Mr. Stuttsman, an ex-official of the Treasury Department, who has resided hLere
for some time, now doing business as a sort of village-lawyer, and reputed to be a man of
considerable influence , met the insurgents as they rode up to the Hudson’s Bay Company’s
Post on Tuesdzy, and "held a short parley with them. We ascertained also that the leaders
of the party went down and consulted with him and others at the village, as soon as they
had delivered their message to me. This person now grants passes, addressed to the
Commanding Officer of the Patriot Army, vouching for the ood faith of his friends, and
expressing his conviction that they are hostile b0 «Mr. Wn. McDougall.” T hLave
entrusted tooneof my party, (who gotinto the confidence of Stuttsman, both aemvmembers
of the same secret society, and obtained a pass from him,) two communications “addressed
to Governor McTavish, copies of which I enclose herevnth marked F and G. A slight
disagreement with this person on the journey, which caused some talk in our pa.rty,
Dad reached Stutbsman’s ear, and made him the more ready to take this man into his
confidence. Ihave, on the other hand, no doubt of his loyaity to me, and that if Col.

tuttsman’s pass is recognized by the rebels, my letters will reach their destma:bmn



22

H

Lanose’s Fary, 1 Mile South of Pembina River,
November, 7th, 1869.

We were successful in obtaining our supplies, enough for two or three weeks, from
the Hudson’s Bay Company’s Post. We got them over the lines in the night, with the aid
of our Ivish friend, who sent an ox-cart for them. The enemy’s scouts, who were lurking
about to watch our movements, were apparently deceived by this move, and allowel the
cart to pass without examination. As soon as this point was gained, I ordered the tents
to be struck, and the party removed to a position about a mile to the South of Pembina
River, on the farm of one Larose, a Canadian, from Sault See. Marie. He is one-quarter
Indlan, but intelligent and friendly. He has consented to give us the use of his house, a
new one, sud will Build a shanty for himself and family. He has also a stable for our
horses, which, with a little improvement, can be made to answer our purpose. The house
requires some alterations to accommodate the females and children of our party, even for
a short time, which we have bargained to have made. Messrs. Richards, Provencher and
Begyg, have found temporary lodz gings in the village, and Uaptain Cameron and his party
are still under the shelter of the Irishman’s c-x.bm, which they share with a numerous
family of half-breed children.

I have had a further communication from Fort Garry, of a later date than those
brought by Colonel Dennis and Mr. Hallett. The mails have been stopped and opened by
the rebel force, and T have no doubt that all letters to me or to any of my party have been
opened and detained. T am now hourly expecting a messenger from Fort Garry, who will
either pass the barricade as a friend of the rebels, or go round them as Coloncl Dennis
did. Rumors of all kinds reach us as may be supposecl The last is, that Fovt Garry has
been taken by the rebels, and Governor McTavish compelled to leave his house and the
fort ; that sentries ave posted through the settlement, and at the house rented for me on the
Assmmbome, and that there is no attempt at resistance from an ¥ quarter.

SuxNpay, 6 o'clock, p. .

A messenger has just arrived from a point, about forty miles down the river. He
brings a letter without signature, but understoed tocome from Dr. Schultz, and other
Canadians ? (see paper marked H). This paper confirms the story of the surrender of
Fort Garry, and the continued inaction and helplessness of the authorities.

I replied in a short note, without signature, by the same messenger, apprising the
writer of the letter, that it was my intention to remain here for the present, that I could
not assume or believe that the Hudson’s Bay Company's sgents desired the success of the
rebels, or gave them any assistance, except under compulsmn that I had opened commu-
nications with the authorities, and had suggested a Proclamation by them, explaining the
change of Government, and the character in which I was sent, and warning the mal-
contents of the consequences of their acts—that at the proper time, I would issue a
Manifesto or Proclamation myself, await the effect, and be guided by circumstances. I
requested the same parties to communicate with me as often as they found opportunity,
Bbuttoact ratherthan recrimainate. I atthesametime addressed a short note to the Governor,
McTavish, fearing that my previous letters might have failed to reach him. (See paper
marked L) I arranged with the messenger, who is an intelligent and loyal German
half-breed, to keep opena private channel of communication, if possible, with the settlement

" during my stay here.

From the foregoing narrative, and the papers enclosed, HIS Excellency will be able to
appreciate the difficulties by v which I am surrounded, and the grave questions which may
soon present themselves for his consideration. While I hope to receive a message that
the “émeute” is 2t an end, and that the authority of the Crown will be recognized in my
person by those who are now in arms. I confess there are facts in the case which point
strongly to a different result.

1 may observe in conclusion, that apprehending the possibility of some such mter—
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ruption as I have encountered. - I arranged at St. Cloud for the transport of the arms and
amwmunition to Georgetown, there to await my orders. - They are now in possession of the
Hudson Bay Company's Agent at that port, and not likely to-fall into the hands of the
rebels. If I hear of any attempt on their part to get possession of them, T shall take
steps to remove them if possible to Fort Abercrombie. '
: T have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
‘Wi, McDoUGALL.
To the Honorable the Secretary of State for the Provinces,
Ottawa, Canada.

“) o
R Fort GArry, REp R1VER, .

) 30th October, 1869.

The Honorable William McDougall, ¢'.B.

MYy pmar Sir,—Tt is with much concern I have to say that, among a certain portion
of the half-breed populativn here, there prevails a degree of excitement at the prospect of
your arrival in the country, which seems to make it necessary that in coming into the
settlement, you should use great circumspection; and it is for the purpose of pointing
attention to that apparent necessity that I send you this communication.

For some weeks past, rumors have been reaching me through more or less reliable
channels, of dissatisfaction among the French half-breeds with the recent arrangements ;
but believing, as I then did, that these feelings Lad no very deep root, I indulged the hope
that they might pass away. But in this respect, I am deeply pained to say, I have been
disappointed, and that, within the last few days, the fecling of discontent has manifested
itself in such a manmer as to create serious apprehemsions for the result.  After inter-
fering with the sarveying operations of Col. Dennis, these people, in considerable numbers,
have combined for the avowed purpose of stopping your entrance into the settlerent,
and with that view thiey have actually taken up permanent positions on the road by which,
in the usual course of travel, you would advance.

 Ever since matters began to assume a serious aspect, the conduct of thece people has
been, I may say, constantly engaging the earnest deliberations of the local authorities, but
although every effort has been made which the Council deemed prudent or practicable’
for bringing these misguided people to reason, and for procuring their peaceable dispersion,
. yet T am sorry to say that, hitherto, all bas been without effect, and that the difficulty, the
- serious and now somewhat alarming difficulty, still remains unsolved, as to how you are
to be effectually protected from molestation in approaching the settlement.
8 From Col. Dennis I learn that, by different hands he has lately been sending you

- reports upon the state of matters here, and that in his last communication he has advised
you to remain in Pembina, until you should ascertain, through reliable intelligence from
this, by some means or other, the course has been cleared so as to make it prudent for you
to come on. It appears to me that under the circumstances, the advice so tendered by
Col. Dennis was sound and judicious, and it relieved my mind from much anxiety to hear
that officer express so confident a belief that you would be inclined to act upon it ; although
I cannot but add that I fully share in his feeling of mortification at being so circumstanced
as to be constrained to counsel such a course.
3 I have not myself seen Col. Dennis’s communications to you on the subject of these
f. unfortunate occurrences, but he has been kind enough to read them to some members of
- the council, for the purpose of enabling them to judge of the accuracy and completeness of
® his information ; and upon their assurance, I have no hesitation in saying that the contents
of the Colonel’s communication to you may be relied upon as conveying in the main a

orrect narrative of the occurrences to which they refer, and a fair representation of the
popular sentiment throughout the settlement. .
The question which now presses itself upon every mind is, what is to be done to
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secure your peaceable entrance into the settlement % So far, all our expedients have failed ;
and unless the efforts of a temporizing character which are siill being earnestly used for
the dispersion of the malcontents succeed, it is to be feared tliat your coming into the
settlement, at the present moment, would not be free from considerable danger.

v From Col. Deunis’s despa,tches and this letter you will derive as full and sccurate
knowledge of the position of the affairs. here as I believe can very well be given in writing ;
and having satisfied myself that you arve acquainted with all the material circurostances
of the case, I think that you are now in possession of the principal data for enabling you
to determine the important question of your movements ; and I need not say that I shall
most anxiously await your decision.

But without, of course, in any way meaning to prescribe the line to be pursued, I
may be permitted to add that to those who with myself have been deliberating upon the
most advisable steps to be taken in circumstances of so embarrassing and so critical a
nature, there have been suggested three courses for meeting the dificulty as it now stands.

The first is, that, there happily being among even the French Lalf-breeds o consider-
able element of well-disposed persons, theve should be carefully selected from that section
a body of from twenty to thirty men, whe, mounted and armed, should proceed to Pembina
and escort you to your residence in the settlement by a roundabout road, which would keep
you entirely clear from the roads on which the malcontents arve known to have taken up
their positions. '

The second is, that of making a public call upon the wiwole loyal portion of the settle-
ment to turn out in the cause of order, and to the number of, say 300 unarmed able-bodied
men, if such & force could be mustered, proceed to Pembina and escort you imto the
seitlement by the usual voute, whether the malcontents remain upon it or not.

And the third is, that you sbowld remain at Pemlina and awalt the issue of concilia-
tory negotiations, with the view of plouumg a peaceable dispersion of the maleontents.

Now, with respect to the fivst of these courses, it is in my ol;unon. open. to the grave
objection, that even if it weve o issue in your safe arvival -zmonvsbu it would oby Lomlv
involve a virtual acknowledgment of the ascenden wy of these Tawless people, and would
have a direct tendency to iuspive them with fresh courage in the prosecution of thoir
desions and besides, T am stronf*lvy of opinion that, under present circumstances, your
personal safety could not be sufficiently provided for by the attendance of so small a body
of men as that proposed—a body large enough to pmvoke a collision, but probably far
from strong enough to meet it.

The second is one which all along the local anthorities have been pondering, but one
which, as in somewhat similar emergencies on former occasions, they have hitherto shrunk
from adopting, partly from a misgiving 55 to the extent and the spirit of the respouse to
such a call as that proposed, and p'x.rtlv also, but principally, from an apprehension of
precipitating a collision between difterent sections of the people, which might plunge not
only the settlement, but the whole Lerritory, into all the disasters of a war of races and
religions—a war, in which the legitimate object for which it had been begun would probably
“soon be lost sight of,and passion and prejudice alone animate the mindsof thoseengaged in it.

To the Council and myself it appears that, under present circumstances, the third
proposal is the only one that can be regarded as prudent or practicable ; and it is therefore
our opinion that you should remain at Pembina and await the issue of conciliatory
negotiations, in the hope of procuring a peaceable dispersion of the malcontents.

I have only to add that, although this letterproceeds ostensibly from myself,it embodies
the views of the Council of Assinniboine, and that, afa meeting of the Council to-day, held
for the express purpose, it was unanimously adopted as the communication which I should
immediately make you.

Earnestly hoping that ere long some peaceable solution of all these difficulties may be
arrived at.3

I remain; my dear Sir, yours faithfully, ' ,
. ‘W. McTavise.



25

[B] \
. TrURSDAY, 28th October.

The situntion remains unchanged. I sent down, about 9 o'clock, provisions for
Muv. Dease’s purly, con-isting of one bag of flour, a quarter of beef, and o small quantity
of ten and sugar.  Called upon Dr. Cowan about 11 o'clock, and found with him Judge
Black. Was informed that the Governor having written a mote for Pére Ritchot to
como down and see him, that priest was there with him. Mr. McBeth, a member of the
Council, called at-Dr. Cowan's while I was there, and the conversation turned upon the
necessity of advising Mr. McDougall, from the Council, or some other official source, us to
the situation of affuirs here, so that that gentleman would receive it before he came to
Pembina. I stated that I had prepared, from day to day, a statement of facts and
cireumstances conuected with the outbrenk, which I had taken the opportunity to send
. forward so as to meet Mr. McDougall, I thought, in good time, and that in order to let
. the Council see to what extent I had prt Mr. McDougall in possession of the facts; I
£ had no objection, although I had no intention when writing of fuaking it public, to show
B them the statement referred to. They expressed a desire to that effect, and I accordingly
B sent for the statement and read it. I was glad to find that the feeling was unanirous
B that the stautement of facts and views which I had sent forward was, without exception,
€ approved as truthful and reliable. Judge Black remarking that the Council could add
® nothing to the statement caleulated to give Mr. McDougall & more atcurate description of
§ the state of affairs. 5 r.m., Judge Black has just called to say that the Governor failed,
B after some three hours' interview with Pére Ritchot, to bring him and his party to reason.
£ He says also, that Mr. Dease has informed him that the insurgent party have made an
overture to the effect that if they, the peace party, will join them in turning Mr.
McDougall out of the Territory at a subfequent time, should he refuse to accede to their
present demands, they will allow him to enter in the meantime. This, however, Mr.
Black mentioned that he had advised Mr. Deuse could not be consented to, as it might
involve precisely the same outrage as that at present contemplated. It was understood
that Mr. Dease would see the refractory party again this evening, and endeavour to get
them to consent to make their proposition less objectionable.
; Friduy, 29th October. The negotiations spoken of last evening ended in nothing.
Mr. Dease reports that, based upon the statements which he bad reason to believe
emanated from Pére Ritchot last evening, the assertion is made by that party that
‘Governor McTavish is favourable to their designs. I am not sure from Mr. Dease’s
tinanner that I succeeded in convincing him of what I am convinced myself, that nothing
further from the fact. If Mr. Ritchot made any such agsertion, he has stated it for
he purpose of intentionally misleading his party and maintaining his control over them.
Sent another day’s supply of provisions down for Mr. Dease’s party. Was invited
to meet, at the Fort at 9 o'clock this morning, some members of the Council ; these were
@ Mr. Sutherland, Mr. Fraser, Dr. Cowan, Mr. Dease, and Judge Black. After some
conversation, it was arranged that Messrs. Fraser and Sutherland should visit the camp
g of the disaffected, and endeavour to impress them with the fact that the English speaking
lement in the settlement was entirely opposed to their views and their proceedings, and
@see what they could do to bring them to reason. I have provided Mr. Wm. Hallett and
jthe Cree chief, Fox, with conveyance, and they have also gone up to have an interview
vith ‘the insurgents for a like purpose. 3 p.ar. Charles Donald, an English halfbreed,
Bresident in Mapleton Parish, down below Lower Fort, who had been instructed by Mr.
@Dease to notify all of the well-disposed half-hreeds in his part of the settlement to be in
greadiness to turn out if called upon to join his party, has just arrived from below on his
Bway up to the insurgents to deliver them a letter, of which that on page 458 is a copy.*
EComplaining that his horse, having been carrying him for the last two days and one night,
fwas exhausted, he left his horse, and I lent bim another. 9 p.M. Messrs. Fraser and
,‘utherland have called, bringing the accompanying note from Dr. Cowan.t These gentle-

* Sic in original. ’ +Not received.
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men state that, on their visiting the insurgent camp, they were met by Pére Ritchot, who
took ‘them into a private room in his own house, in part of which was the chapel, and
declining for a long time to bring them face to face with the leaders in this movement ;
used every effort to persuade them that it would be impossible to get them to withdraw
from the stand they had taken. The gentlemen insisted, however, and at length was
shown by the priest upstairs, in the same building, intq what he termed the committee
room ; here were sitting, in a very formal way, the committee consisting of ten members.
The gentlemen announced the purpose of their visit, but were told that no business could
be done in the absence of the chairman, who came in shortly after and proved to be the
man formerly mentioned, named John Bruce. Messrs. Fraser and Sutherland then
proceeded to put several questions as to the object and purposes of the party. Not a

single reply could be obtained to any of these, and at length it became difficult for them
to vet a hearing at all. Tt seemed as if the leaders, Bruce and Riel, the latter also being
in the room, were afraid to allow these gentlemen to speak for fear their ar guments mmht
lead to a defection in their camp. Mr Wm. Hallett was also present, and commenced
addressing the committee, most of the members being well known to him, in the Indian
language, but they refused to allow him to go on. The voice of the priest being heard
from the room below, where he had been ev1dent1y listening to the proceedings, ca.llmv
out, “why de you 10t speak in French?” After spendmcf the whole day there fo no
purposs, Messrs. Fruser and Sutherland returned. They report the strength of the party,
every member of which, so far as they saw, was completely armed, at about.one hundred
and fifty men. Mr. Hallett and the chief have also returned, and corroborate in every
way the statements made by Messrs. Fraser and Sutherland. Mr. Hallett tells me that

the chief, Fox, spoke effectively in his native language to the insurgents outside ; they did

not leave the camp until some time after the gentlemen named. Mr. Hallett tells me that
he saw signs of wavering among some of the subordinate leaders of the refractory party,
and thinks there is good reason to believe that the feeling will increase, with all the
influences that are being brought to bear in its favor by the other half-breeds, and that it
will lead to the enterprise bemcr abandoned. Mr. Hallett informs me also that the
insurgent party had sent out to «et in the chief, “ Grosse Oreille,” and his people to join
their side, and the chief with ten of his men came in accordingly. On learning, however,
the character of the proceedings, the chief declined to identify himself with it ab all, and
he and his men withdrew from that party and were at a house near there, where he
(Hallett) and the chief, “ Fox,” had an interview with him last night. These men sent
a written paper to me by Halletb conveying sentiments with 1ecra.rd to this movement
(see memorandum attached in Fxcnch) * I have every reason “to believe that all the
Indians cognizant of the designs of the insurgents, are entirely opposed to them. Whether
in the future, should the affair take a more serious turn, the priests will be able to take
them over remains to be seen. Hallett says, and his statement is corroborated by Messrs.

Fraser and Sutherland, that the Prisst Ritchot remarked that Mr. McDougall might

perhaps come in by some other route, and J{ldlcated by his la.ncrua.cfe that in such case
they would not follow him as to their present intentions.

Saturday, 30th October, at Fort at 9 A.x., met Dr. Cowan and the Recorder. The
Pére Lestanc, “the Red River being difficult to cross on account of the ice forming, had |

remained all night‘with the Governor, and had just left with the promise to the latter |

that all the efforts and influence that his position could bring to bear, would be applied to

putting a stop to the disturbance.—I was informed that all the members of the Council |
that could be got together by 11 o'clock, were being sent for to attend a special meeting |

called for that hour.——The chiefs, « Grosse Oreille” “andathe « Fox” being both in Town,
I made a point of seeing them and presenting them each with a new blanket, some
provisions, and some other trifling arficles.

5 p.a1., saw Dr. Cowan and the Recorder at the Fort. The result of the meeting of
Council was the drawing up of a letter to Mr. McDougall, which was read to me, in

* Not furnished.
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which he was informed of the position of affairs and different courses of action suggested-
for his consideration. That letter goes forward to-night, and, for fear of miscarriage, a
duplicé.te will follow by the mail on Monday.. Pére Lestanc, in accordance with the
promise which he had made this morning, came over %o the Fort this evening to the
Governor, and found ib necessary to express his regrets, as I understand, that all efforts
he had been able to bring to hear had been of no avail. o ]

The party under Pére Ritchot as yet shew not the slightest inclination to give way,
but on the contrary, by their language and the fact of thei- having stopped some of the
carts with goods and detained them unnecessarily are creativg annogance in the minds of
those who have been disposed to stand aloof; which annoyance may yet take shape and
tend to increase the difficulties. -

.J. 8. Denxis.

[C] - _—

Address to Col. Forr Garry, October 27th, 1869.

©  Dennisof British .
. recidents in the 19 Colonel Dennis.

. Town of Winni- ‘We, the undersigned British Subjects, members of a meeting held at
peg, offeringtheir the Gurret House, Town of Winnipeg, this evening, in accordance with a
e to Pt;;l o resolution passed to that effect, beg to inform you that we are ready at your
" and escort_into call to proceed to Pembina to escort Governor McDougall into this.
the Red River 1 +. .
Settlement Lieut Settlemen

- Gov. Mc¢Dougall. .
| Rec.27thOct. '69.

- 22 Signatures.

]

: The Hon. Wm. 3lcDougall, C.B., &e., Pembina.

Peupina, November 3rd, 1869.

2 V’

Z Sir,—I have the honor to report, that according to your instructions of the 30th
: ult., I left the Fort of Pembina, with the intention of going as far as possible in the
direction of Fort Garry, and there to meet the leaders of the so-called half-breed party.
After T had procecded a few miles from Pembina, I noticed that all my movements
were closely watched by scouts, constantly communicating from one point to another.,
These scouts were on horseback. At about 5 o'clock p.m., oné of those mounted
couts. began to follow niy’ wagon. Xe refused to give his name, but said it was his
intention to accompany me as far as Sale River, where the barricade was established. Not
seing able to go as far as that point that evening, I put up during the night at a house
near the road. Every precattion was taken by the proprietor of the house, who appeared
o be connected with the insurgent movement, to prevent my escape during the night..
They were especially afraid of my going to Fort Garry, as one of their first objects was to
hrevent every comxmunication between the authorities there and yourself.,

In the morning I went to the place called Sale River, where I found a fence across
he road, and a guard of about thirty or forty footmen. I immediately got out of my
wagon, and asked for the chief officer in command. The answer was, that I would be
onducted to him at the house he occupied. It was about four or five minutes walk
eyond the fence alluded to. I told my driver to wait for me, but they told him to
ollow with the wagon. I was accompanied by a guard of ten or fifteen men, all
rmed with guns, rifles and pistols of various kinds. I was asked to assist at the
kchurch service just beginning to which I assented. I talked with several men who
E1 had reason to believe were leaders of the insurgents or in some way connected with
fthem. I was surprised that they did not know what had been done, either in the
FCanadian or Tmperial Parliaments, relating to the North West-Territory. They only

.
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knew that Canada had paid to the Hudson’s Bay Company £300,000, for their rights in
that country.

T explained to them that the Imperial Parliament had authorized the transfer of
the North-West Territories to Canada, and that the Canadian Parliament and the
Hudson’s Bay Company had agreed upon the terms -of transfer. I insisted that the
Government, when established by the issuing of the proclamalicn to that effect, would
represent the Crown of England and the Government of Canada, but that Canada only
being substituted to the rights of the Crown and the Company, could not and would
not interfere with the religious or private rights of citizens. I added also that many
members of the New Council would be taken from amongst the population of this
country, so as to represent as faithfully as possible all the various interests of the
people, and that the policy of the Canadinn Government could be ascertained by their
general dealings with other Provinces, and by the speeches of ministers on this very
question. The people of Canada would only be too glad to be relieved of a portion of
their responsibility, by granting to those people free political institutions and self
government as soon as practicable.

They immediately seemed to see the matter in. quite another light, but they uniformly
answered that it was too late, and that the insurrectionary movement had taken such
proportions as to prevent any peaceful settlement at present. I was told in the meantime
that a new Government was already organized, that a new constitution had been drafted,
that elections-had taken place, and that they were in negotiation with the English and
Protestant half-breeds, to arrange all matters relating to languages, nationality or religion.
The same committee, I was told, had also to decide what they would do in relation to
my mission.

The general complaint of those men, as far as I could ascertain, was, that they had
not been consulted on the new political chanyes about to take place They said they.
tolerated the Government of the Company from the mere fact of its existence, and
because in reality the charges were so light that they bhad no reason to ask for a change,
though for many years they had agitated the question of electing their representatives in
the Council of Assinniboine, and now they were resolved to take advantage of the recent
changes to realize that desire. They said, moreover, that they had been greatly abused
by a few people, looked upon as representing the views of the Canadian Government,
and that they had been led to fear that great danger would arise to them from the
establishment of the new contemplated Government. Under those circumstances they
decided to prevent at once any possibility of establishing that new form of Government,
by not allowing the newly appointed Governor to come into the covntry.

About four (4) o'clock p.m., I was introduced to the Fresident of the so-called
special committee of the half-breeds, who began by asking me in what capacity I was
there. I explained what was your mission and my own.. When he told me that as
_ the newly appointed chief of the half-breeds he could not acknowledge the validity of any
proceedings of the Canadian Government towards them, nor our appointment. Never-
theless, if the Canadian Government was willing to do it, they were ready to open
negotiations with them, or with any person vested with full powers, in view of settling
the terms of their coming into the Dominion of Canada.

I was told, moreover, that they would only receive such persons as representatives of
" the Canadian Government as they approved of for the purpose of mnegotiation, and that
certain persons would be peremptorily objected to. Immediately after that interview,
which lasted obout twenty minutes, I was told I must leave at once for the Fort at
Pembina. I heard afterwards that the crowd had been calling for me for two hours,
and that they were very anxious to see me away. I left with a o-uard of thirteen armed
men on horseback. Seven of them left next morning, and six came along with me as far
as Fort Pembina, where I arrived the second day of November, at six o'clock p.m.

T have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most cbedient Servant, '
J. A. N. PrROVENCHER.
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Governor McTavish, de., Fort Garry.

i

My Dzar Sig,—I have the honor to acknowlege the receipt, by the hands of Col.

Dennis, of your letter of the 30th October, announcing the assemblage of a body of armed
men upon the public road near Fort Garry, for the avowed purpose of preventing my
entrance into the seftlement. Col. Dennis had already apprised me of the movements
and designs of these people, and, as you state that his communications to me had been
shown to, and approved as to the statements contained, by the members of your council,
I have no doubt that I am now in possession of sufficient information to enable me to
understand the origin and mature of the outbreak which your Government has been
unable to prevent, and which obstructs, for the present, my further progress into the
country. : :
I have acted upon the suggestion of Col. Dennis (vepeated and confirmed by you),'
that I should delay a few days at Pembina, in the hope that the measures you have taken
may result in the withdrawal of the armed parties from their present position. As you
are aware, the transfer of the Territory and the powers of government entrusted to you
is to take effect 6n a day to be pamed in Her Majesty’s Royal Proclamation, until that
day arrives (which I am informed will be about the Ist day of December next), you are
the legal ruler of the country, and responsible for the preservation of the public peace.
My commission authorizes and commands me to assume and exercise the powers of
government from and after that day. I am instructed to proceed in the meantime to the
Territory and report on certain subjects, and make preparations for the new, state of*
things. '

Tn these circumstances you will see that the legal authority to resist any lawless
exhibition of force which may occur previous to the actual transfer of the powers of
government, is in other hands than mine. You have not, it appears, felt justified in
calling upon the loyal and well-disposed inhabitants of the country to aid you in the
suppression of the-outbreak of which you have notified me. I must, therefore, conclude
that your better knowledge-of the disposition of the people and of the means at your
disposal to enforce your authority, convinces you that such a call would prove ineffectual ;
but I cannot help thinking that a proclamation from your Government, explaining the
- provisions of the late Imperial Act respecting the Territory, and the authority under which
the new Government will exercise its powers, at the same time warning the - malcontents
of the serious nature of the crime they meditated, and the grave consequences-to all
concerned, that must result from its commission, would have been well-timed, and perhaps
sufficient to prevent the designing men at the head of this movement from accomplishing
their purposes. I understand from Col. Dennis that no proclamation or warning has
as yet been published at Fort Garry, under official sanction.

I am unwilling, at this distance from the scene of action, and in the circumstances
by which I am surrounded, to make any other suggestion. Perhaps the measures you
“have taken may prove successful.

I sincerely hope they may, and remain,
My dear Sir,
Very faithfully, &e., &e., &e.,

Wi McDoveaLL.

PexeiNa, 2nd November, 1869.

, Pexpina, 4th November, 1869.

- Governor McTavish, &e., Fort Garry.

My DEar Sir,—Since my letter of the 2nd instant was written, and before I
ound an opportunity to send it forward, events have occurred which alter somewhat the
¢ situation of affairs. In the afternoon of ‘that day, a body of horsemen (armed), to the
{ number of fourteen, galloped up to the Hudson’s Bay Company’s post at which I was

.

£ i



30

quartered, and demanded an interview with me. Two of their number, apparently
recognized as leaders, who gave their names, at my request, as Lépine and Lavallée,
stated that they had been sent to tell me to go back—that I must not remain in the post
later than nine o'clock the next day. I asked them who sent them, and by what
authority. They said their leaders sent them, and their authority was the Government.
I asked, what Government? They replied, “ The Government we have made.” I told
them I could not obey the orders of their Government, as I was sent by the authority of
the Queen, to administer the Government in her name, at the same time exhibing my
- commission under the Gréat Seal, and explaining its terms, The captain of the band
looked at the seal and parchment, and made an effort to read the document, but soon
handed it back with the remark, that if I -had come on and shewn the Queen’s
Commission to his leaders, he_thought they would not have opposed me-—that they did
not wish to oppose the Queen’s authority. He added, that I could have done so without
any risk. T added, that I was going on as fast as [ could, when I was notified by his
so-called leaders not to proceed further, shewing him at the same time a letter’ from the
“National Commitiee,” by order of John Bruce, President, and Louis Riel, Secretary,
which was put in my hands at Pembina, immediately on my arrival. He scemed a little
nonplussed by this, but merely said he was no$ present when the letter was written. I
asked him what he was ordered to do in the event of my refusal to quit the Territory.
He said he had no orders, and his companion having leﬁ; the room a few minutes before,
took his leave somewhat abruptly.

Noticing the effect of the exhibition of my Commission, and the remark that his
party did nob *wish to oppose the authority of the Crown, I determined to invite the
whole party (by this time increased to twenty by the arrival of those who escorted
Mr. Provencher and Captain Cameron) to a friendly conference, in order to make known
to them the truth as to my position and their own. But they excused themselves to “the
messenger, by saying that the party was scattered and tired, and would see me in the

_morning. ~ As it drew near eight o’clock in the morning, they, seeing no preparations for
our departure, surrounded the gateway, and voclfe“ously demanded that we should leave
before nine o’clock. The leader stated that his orders were positive, and ke would not be
answerable for our lives, if we remained. They had, in the meantime, made a prisoner
of Mr. Hallett, who went out to speak.to_them preparatory to . the proposed conference,
and seeing that they were not disposed to hold any parley, and might possibly commit
some farther outrage, I ordered my horses to be got ready, and withoub waiting for
brealkfast, ploceeded across the line towards Pembma., escorted by a portion of the party,
with arms in theirhands. Onreaching the post which marks the international boundary,
they stopped, and warned me not to return beyond that pom remarking that they did
not know me as Governor, but only as Mr. McDougall.

Col. Dennis was told that he must accompany me, which he dccordingly did, and
remains with me. Mr. Hallett, who for some time aad been tied to a cart, a.nd was
forbidden to speak with any- of my people, was sent off towards Fort Ga.rry, under
armed escort.

I am now encamped a short distance from the boundary line, on the farm of Mr.
Hayden, and intend to remain in the neighbourhood till I learn what action your
Government and the loyal people of the Terrltory may have taken on receiving intelligence
of these events. I need only say that if the people now in the Territory tamely sabmit
to the Government these half-breeds have, or pretend they have established, I have no
force at my command, and at present no authority, to resist it or them. The operations,
milisary or o+hemse, which must ensue, you can guess without any suggestions from me.
I have reported the facts as they have reached me to the proper;authorities.

I may add, for your informatien, that I have good reason to believe that there
are persons on the American side of the line a,ctlvely engaged in fomenting these
disturbances, and that there are, also, persons of some influence in the settlement in
correspndence with them. Their avowed object is to bring about annexation of the
Territory, or some part of it to the United States. I cannot learn that the French half-
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breeds have contemplated this as the result of their movement, but it is well to know all
the influences and motives at work. :

I trust that you will take measures to keep me advised of what is going on beyond
the barricade, and whether, in your opinion, any useful purpose will be served by my
remaining here for any length of time. . . :

I have many details for verbal communication, which you will, no doubt, receive from
reliable quarters, not being sure that that this will reach you unread by others.

I have the honox to be
Very respectfully yours, &e.,
Wu. McDougGALL.

[H.]

To the Honorable William McDougall, C.B., Pembina.

‘We, as friends, would advise you by the bearer, who is a reliable man, as to the
position of affairs here. The insurgents have taken possession of Fort Garry, and
established sentries at its gates. No opposition offered by the officers of the Company,
although informed that such events would take place twelve hours before. The town is
also occupied by the rebels ; so far no disturbance has occurred. ~Considerable wavering
among the half-breeds of Riel’s party, on account of Mr. Provencher not being allowed
to address them in public, and many would be glad to go quietly to their homes. The
rebels call a general meeting about Monday next, and will then demand an expression of
the whole settlement, which we will take care to have present, and have no doubt that a
large majority will be in your favor, and advise you strongly to await the result at
Pembina. _ .

The Hudson’s Bay Company are evidently with the rebels, and their present roicis to

- prevent your having any official intercourse with them. It is said that the rebels will
. support the Government of the Hudson’s Bay Company as it now exists. All the
. subordinates in the party say that, if you have a Commission’ from Her Majesty to enter
. here as Governor, they will lay down their arms. Riel and the other leaders allow them
i toknownothing. Ifthe Proclamation can be issued here, and the Hudson’s Bay Company
Government officially called onto act, they (the Hudson’s Bay Company) would be forced
to suppress the insurrection, and they can easily do it. ' :
' The actual number of the disaffected do not exceed 250 .men, all told, and the
. slightest opposition would reduce that number to the original 40, including the priests
. and their head.

The supporters of the rebels in town begin to manifest considerable anxiety. Our
opinion is that the Proclamation should be forwarded by the bearer, and we will see it
placarded here. Send duplicate copies to Portage la Prairie by a trusty man to ***

On no account leave Pembina till you have established official communication with
the Hudson’s Bay Company. y such sent by the bearer will be duly handed to them.

We are friends of the Canadian Government.

5th November; Winnipeg.

(L]
Governor McTavish, de.

My Drar Sir,—1I avail myself of this opportunity to inform you that I have been
compelled, by an armed party of 20 men, to leave the Fludson’s Bay Company’s Post here,
and recross the line. I'am now in American territory, and- shall remain here for the
present. I wrote you two letters, both in one envelope, detailing the proceedings and

PrmeiNa, November 7th, 1869.

L
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posmon of things here, and suggesting a Proclamation from your Government, explaining
the nature of the change in the Government, and warring the malcontents of the conse-
quences of their acts. °T was disappointed to hear from those who met me that they had
not been informed by any one in authority that the change of Government was an
Imperial act, and had the sanction of the Queen. I also remmded you and your Council,
that until the actual Transfer and Proclamation, you are the legal Rulers, and respons1b1e
for the preservation of the public peace. . I am surprised to lea,m from a communication
brought by the bearer of this, that a few rebels have been a,llowed to take your Fort,
unopposed even by public protest. Of course, I am not in the best position to Judge or
advise in such a crisis; but in the hope that, by some means, the people will find out what
it is they are doin; and will shrink from the consequences of war and bloodshed, and
confiscation, Wthh are sure to follow. I shall remain here until I hear officially of the
transfer of authonty, and shall then be guided by circumstances as to what I shall say
and do.

Hoping to hear full details of what has occurred, and what you advise to be done
there as well as here.

I remain,
Very respectfully yours,
‘Wy. McDougaLL.

PeMriNa Vinnace, U.S,
) / 11th November, 1869.
The Honorable the Minister of Customs, Ottawa. g

S1r,—I bave the honor to report that I reached Pernbina on the 30th ult., en route
for Fort Garry, in company with Governor McDougall and party.

You are, doubtless, aware of the circumstances which prevented us from proceeding
onward; and how we were driven from the Hudson’s Bay Company’s Post, back again
across the boundary line into the U'mted States, by an armed party of twenty half-
breeds.

The Governor will remain here for some time yet, to await resultss Of course, I have
no alternative but remain with him, and will be guided by his movements and advice.

Expenses have been so far very heavy. Everything at war prices. By the time I
can hear from your Department in answer to this, my funds will be exhausted. Please
send remittances to be accounted for.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
A.LEXANDER Bzae,
Co]lector

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROVINCES,
‘Ottawa, November 29th, 1869.

The Hon. William McDougall, C.B., Pembing.
Received by Mr. Sie,—I had the honor to receive on Friday, your despatches of the
‘ ]1\){:331%‘:’;“’ 16t2 5th and Tth November, the former dated from Pembina, and the latter

from Larose’s Farm. Eight enclosures, including your correspondence
with Governor McTavish, and the reports made to you by Colonel Dennis and Mr. Pro—
vencher, also came safe to hand.

These papers were at once laid before His Excellency the Governor General and
Council, and were anxiously considered by the Privy Council. The crisis was grave as it
was unexpected, and might, if dealt with rashly and unwisely, lead to a civil if not a
national war, the end of which no man could foresee.
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. Tt -was the first duty of the Government to dcquaint Her Majesty’s Ministers with
the facts reported, and a cable‘message was sent at once by the Governor General to the
Secretary of State for the Colonies, and copies -of all the papers have been forwarded by
the mail for England, which left Ottawa this morning. | | ST

. The ingurrection you describe is not merely an expression of dislike to the Govérn-
ment of the Dominion, but an open violation of Imperial Legislation and defiance to the
authority of the Crown. All the negotiations for the transfer of this country had pro-
ceeded with the sanction of Her Majesty’s Government, and the purchase money had
been. raised under an Imperial Guarantee. Tt was assumed,on both sides,that the Queen’s
right of Sovereignty was indisputable, and that Her power to protect Her subjects, even

in that distant part of Her Dominions, would be. asserted with firmness and decision. It
therefore apgeared to the Privy Council unwise to complicate matters by any hasty action,
until the policy of the Queen’s Government. was known.

The Governor General is still in telegraphic communication with the Secretary of
State, and I may be able, before closing this despatch, to -convey to you, with :some
degree of clearness and accuracy, the views of Her Majesty’s Government.

~ In the meantime I have it in command to express to you the anxious desire of the
"Governor General in Council, that all collision with the insurgents may be avoided, and
that no violation of the neutrality laws of the United States shall give a pretext for the
interference of their Government. =~ ‘ oo

. This will be handed to you by a special messenger, who, as he speaks French fluently
and is a gentleman. of some experience, may be of some service. .

You ,will for the present remain at Pembina, cheered by the conviction which
animates us bers, that Her Majesty’s Government will duly estimate the gravity of the
facts reported, and take such steps as will, while carefully providing for the good govern-
ment of the North-West, maintain the authority and vindicate the honor of the Crown.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
' Your most obedient Servant,
’ Josers Howe.

b P.8.—The Messeﬁger cannot leave fora day o;' two. The Duplicate will be sent

Lagrosg's F;,mn;, Prupmva, 9th November, 1869.

The Homorable the Secretary of State for the Provinces,
‘ S ) Ottawa, Conada.

Sir,—I have the honor to report that, in accordance with the 13th paragraph of my
instructions, I have taken measures for the extension of the Telegraph system from the
Territory to f‘em’bina,i and for its connection at that place with the system of the
American Telegraph Company or Companies” by making “a provisional arrangement for
that purpose with the North-Western Telegraph Qompany,” whose lines now extend as
far West as St. Cloud in Minnesota. i o o

_ Some time before leaving Ottawa, I had arn interview with Mr, Wood, one of the
Directors of the North-Western Telegraph Company, and enquired of him as to the position
of his Company, and the probability of its lines being soon extended to Red River. He
promised to confer with his co-directors and let me know the intentions of the Company,
and the conditions, if any, under which they would extend their system to Pembina or
Fort Garry. I mentioned to Mr. Wood that the Government, under their agreement
with the Hudser’s Bay Company, would acquire a large quantity of Telegraph wire and
insiﬂa.’cors,l which I was informed had been sent to and was then at Fort Garry. The

2a—5
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enclosed letter marked “A” is the result of that conversation; and having been forwarded

" to me from the Department of Public Works, after my appointment to my present office,
was made ‘the basis of the arrangement which I coucluded with the Company while
en route to this place. I communicated at Chicago with the President of the North-Western
‘Telegraph Company, and after discussing the subJect with him, under different aspects, 1
“finally wrote the letter marked “B,” acceptmv some of the conditions of the proposal
made by the Company, and dema,ndmc a modification of others.” I read the draft of this

_letter to the President, as I was about o leave Chicago, and to meet some of his objections,
added the memorandum marked “BB.,” as he was not ready to close finally the arrange-
ment without further consultation with his colleagues; and as T wished" to make some
further enquiries, I agreed to write him from St. Paul, and close the matter one way or
the other. © The letter “B ?” with the memorandum ¢ BB ” was enclosed to Mr. Simmons,

. (Prest. N.W.I C.) accompa.med by the private note, marked «C,” from St. Paul, and its
receipt was acknowledged, and the agreement closed by the teleo'ram “F,” which T received
at'St. Cloud. The Tetter « E” from Mr. Simmeons, overtook me ab’ Pembum, where I
have been delayed by circumstances which have been explained in my previous reports.

, Tt will be observed that under the agreement which I have concluded, subject to the
approval of His Excellency in Council, no money is stipulated to be paid by the Canadian
Government to the Company for the construction of the line. - It will be observed, also,
that for a distance of nearly 300 miles, to wit, from Breckenbridge to Fort Gazry, there
are no,towns or villages on - American Territory, and no business prospects, therefore, to
induce the Company to extend its lines beyond Breckenridge, where the Western Railway
system will, for the present, terminate. ' The profits on the business,” which under the
most favourable view is likely to be supplied by the British settlement on Red River,
would not warrant any Company in constructing and maintaining 300 miles of telegraph
line. The basis on which the President of the Company wished to ecxiclude the ‘agree-
ment was the contribution of one-half the cqst of a line from St. Cioud to Fort Garry by
each of the parties. . His proposition (per letter A,) would, according to the Company’s
estimate of cost, have divided 1t about in that proportion. But I represented to hira that
the Company would in all probility extend their line to Breckenbridge at their own cost,
very soon after the completlon of the railway, and that the problem to » be solved by us was
the completion of the line between Breckenbridge and Fort Garry. * To meet the difficulty
which seemed to be insuperable, without the orcfamzahon of anew Company and the raisj
of a capital of at least $50,000, I proposed to find the wire for the whole line, but for the
portion south of Breckenbridge to charge the Company for it, the cost price to us, and take-
our pay in telegraphing. As we have a larger- quantity of wire at Fort Garry, according
to information which has reached me, than will be required for the fulfilment of the bargain,
I thought it good policy to sell 200 miles of it in the way proposed. It turns into money,
or money’s worth what would otherwise remain useless on our hands,and subject to
deterioration. Attention is directed to the important stipulation for a rebate of 75 per

 cent. on public documents and despatches exceeding 60 words. It occurred to me that
occasionally it may happen that great public adva.ntave will result from the immediate
transmission of an ordinance in haee verba, for confirmation by His Excellency. In the
event of military operations, or other proceedings which demand promptitude, a formal

. and full communciation by telegraph may be of great importance. In such cases the

" expense will be small compared with the benefit.

] Upon the whole, I am strongly of opinion that the arrangement is a most favorable

- one for the Government of Canada, and that the Company will- execute their part of it

" energetically and fairly. I hope, therefore, the agreement may be confirmed Jrithout

delay. :

I bhave- the homnor, &e.,

. . ‘ WM MCDOUGALL
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Honorable Win. MeDougall, Commissioner of Public Works,

NorRTH-WESTERN TELEGRAPH COMPANY,

" KENosHA, October lst,‘ 1869.

Ottawa.

DEear Slﬁ,;Tﬁroﬁgh our Mr. Wood, I am informed that you wish our Company to -
make you a: proposition to build a line of telegraph from Fort Garry-or Pembina,.to -
connect with our lines in Minnesota. Understanding that you have a large quantity of

telegraph material, at or near Fort Garry,

fact.’

purchasing the same at cost. -

on its official business

rates, over all our lines.

"We will build a

we make our proposition in view of that

good, substantial, one-wire line, connecting Fort Garry with our
Lines, during the season of 1870. When built we will maintain said line for one year
(and thereafter if it shall pay) at our own expense. ' If we are unak s to make the said
line pay the expense of operating and maintenance, we reserve the right to abandon the .
same, or make such disposition of it, as to us may seem best, giving you the ‘option of

, a liberal rebate, of at leas

We will also agree to give to the Government of Canada,

t twenty-five per cent, from regular tariff

On your part you are to secure o us the right of property, and the right to do busi-
ness over that portion of the line between Pembina and Fort.Garry, free and without tax. .

2nd. You are to deliver to us, free of cost, at points on the banks of the Red River
on the North, between Fort Gairy and a point- called Breckenbridge, in the State of
Minnesota, during the early part of the season of ‘navigation of 1870, five hundred miles
of galvanized telegraph wire, with insulators and pins sufficient to put up the same.

If our’ proposition be accepted we shall need an early answer in order that we may
get out cedar poles, which we think can be done on the Mississippi River, and delivered
at St. Paul’s, thence by rail to the Red River, and there put into rafts and distributed as
required. This proposition would have been made at an earlier day, had our Company
been in condition to do so. We know nothing
for poles, and to get the information has taken time. And we are now entirely in the
dark as to the probabilities of business support, but on this point we have determined to

: take the risk.

Hoping to receive an early reply,

I am very respectfully,

Your obedient Servant, S

(B)

Z. G. Simmons, Zsq., President of N. W. Telegraph Co.,

of the country, or the supply of material

Z. G. StMmMoxs,

‘Présitvient Ndrtﬁ-We o Telegraph Company.

Cricaco, October 11th, 1869,

- Kenocha, IU. :

making a proposal to build a line of

y on Red River, to a point in Minnesota, which will connect

as Minister of Public Works for the

Dominion of Canada has been forwarded to me since I left Ottawa. ‘
Having been authorized by. the Canadian Government to conclude a provisional
agreément with your Company, I have now the

ollowing modifications of, and a
~_1st. Your proposition that
admissible. . ‘But I. undertake
insulators o make the line from

honor to submit for your acceptance the"

dditions to, your proposal. ‘

we should supply you with five hundred miles of wire ig
to supply you with™ a sufficient length of wire and
Fort Garry to Breckenbridge on Red River, and deliver
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it at three pomts —1st, Fort Garry ; 9nd. Pembina ; 3rd. Georuetown, in such quantmes
respectively as you shall designiate. -

2nd. The additional wire up to a length of 500 miles, which may be necessa.ry to
complete the connection with existing lines will be supplied you upon condition that you
purchase the same at cost price, and pay for it in telegraphing for the Government of the
Dominion and North-Weést Territories. One-half of all Bills renderéd for such' sérvice
by yéur Compa.ny, to be pa.yable by way of credit on. the above pu.rchase, until the wire
80 purchased 18 paid for: '

" 3rd: By “regular tariff rates” I understa.nd rates which at the time sre not
proportionately h1gher than those in force on jour lines in Minnesota for messages
réceived and sént in the ordmary course from points in that State.

. “4th. In-addition to & rebatée or reduction of twenty-five per cent: on Government or
oﬁcla.l messa,aes, of say less tha,n ﬁfty words you will be expected to a.llow a rebate of
bé telegraphed at mvht like newsPaper reports or despatches

‘5th. Tt is understood that this rebate in both cases is to apply to all connectmg lines
between yours and the points i Canada t¢ and from which messages may be sént, and
that your Company is to make the necessary arrangement for the purpose.

‘With these modifications I @écept your proposal; and will immediately report the
agréeniént to thé Governiient 6f the Dominion for its confirmation.

: I have; &c.;:
WM MCDOUGAL‘L,
Lieutenant-Glovernor North-West 'I‘emtones

“BB” - [Memo.

It is understood that if the American Government exacts Customs duty upon the
wire extending from the boundary of 49 to Breckenbridge (to be supplied under_ the
agreement) the amount of such duty will be credited on the purchase of wire for the line
south of Breckenbridge, but the duty (if any) on the last mentioned w1re will be payable
by the Cempany:

©)

Z. G. Stmmons, President N.-W. 1. Co.

My Drar Sin~I enclose a coPy of the letter I read to you at Chicago, which I
have niide the ongmal and have endorsed upon it & memo about duty. I hope we shall
not have any to pay, but if the authorities at Washington insist upon it, I propose to
credit it to you on the purchased wire. This will probably meet your views.

As a considerable time will elapse before the line is in operation, and as I may wish
to send official telegrams forward from St. Cloud, I should be glad if you would allow &
rebate upon ail such of 25 per eent., as far as Sarnia or Detroit. This would induce
business and I think promote your interests. ‘We have an arrangement of this kind with
the Montreal Company, and it is therefore uhnecessary to stipule zlote with them, but merely
to notify them of the agreement with you, if you assent to it. ‘

Pleiiss let e hear from you at Fort Garry by returs of post. I will speak to your
opérator oF agent at St, Cloud, and arrange with him conditional on your sssen. :

T have enqulred of one of my a.oents frow. Fort Garry, whom T met here, as to ‘tha
probabﬂlty of finding timber for poles near Red River. He says there is abundance of

- tafairack, but fears the cedar is too large. I will write from Fort Garry on this point.

Hopmz, g to hear that yoi have owen orders for getting out the poles at this énd of

the line,

———  Wa McDovGALL:

8t. Paur, Mixnisora, October 13th, 1869,

1 am, &e. ) o
T Wit MeDoUBALL.
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&) Noria-WesTERN TELEGRAPE COMPANY, '
N Do N o  KuNosaa, October 27th; 1869.
Hon. Wm. McDougall, Governor North-West Territories. : T
" DEar Sir,—Your communication under date of October 11th, reached me on the
15th instant, and was immediately replied t6 by a telegiam t6 St. Cloud, Minnesots,
as follows, viz— ' ‘ '

&)

* ¢ Hon. Wy McDovugatLy, St. Cloud, Minnesota. : ;
¢ Letter received. Wire to Breckenbridge must be delivered free of charge at
“ points named. The balance, if we purchase, to be at cost, duty added.. Your
“ modification of.our rebate proposition is accepted as to our. Company, and we will
“ make it apply to all cornecting lines; if possible.  TFhe twenty-five. per cent. rebate
‘ may commence at once: , : ' , ‘ ‘
' ' « Z. G. SMMONS, i
¢t President North-West Telegraph Company.”
Not knowing positively that the. telegram was received by you, I have sent you
a copy of it has above. T have assumed that it would: be satisfactory, and immediately .
ordered the purchase of poles; and have now to report the contracting of all that may
be necefsary to éomplete the line to Pembina. For the balance of the distance we
will depend on getting the timber nearer. I trust we shall reach you at Fort Garry by
telegraph’ in the fall of 1870, and, if ‘the Railroad should be completed as early as
contemplated, it will be early ir.the fall. . , : ' i
) On all communications you wish to transmit eover our wires we will rebate
twenty-five per céent., commencing from the first of this month.
S I am, very respectfully; &e:., : :
; Z. G. SimMoNs,
President North-Wast Telegraph Company.

(1036.) : . ,
: Lazose’s FarM; PemBiNa, Nov. 13th; 1869.

The Honorable the Secietary of Stite for the Provinces;
Ottawa, Canada. ‘
geééiﬁd bs; - Sie,—Thaveé the honor to state for the information, of His Exceilency,
oY ibe that I am &till without any further communication from the Hudson’s Bay
Provitices, 4th Company Anthorities 'at Fort Garry. I have received through private
Dec.1869.  channels ‘motice that my létters of the 2nd and 4th inst., to Governor
McTavish were placed in his hands on Monday morning last, and that a meeting of
Council was called for that day. - ‘But though a week (nearly) has- elapsed and private
persons have found means to send letters to me and to the other members of my party,
written at Fort Garry as late as Thursday (the 11th) the Government have either had
nothing to communicate, or founid themselvés unequal t6 the task of reaching me. I learn
a:l'SO that they have issued no Proclamation or warning.to ‘the rebels, and  those who be-
Lievingthe stories nowcurrent that the Hudson’s BayCompany is opposed to the Government
of Canada, may be inclined to join their ranks. 1 cannot account for this extraordinary
reticence’ and hasty surrender of authority by the legal rulers of the countiy upon any
theory but that of the WweaknBss and imbecility of the Governor, and the ecoraplicity of
some members of his council with the irsurrectiof. I have evidence that ome of hia
cotineilors, at whose house sofie of theé first meetings 6f the maléontents wore hield, is in.
-
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correspondence with the American plotters at Pembina, and trying to find out through
them what my intentions and movements are. This treason within the Council will alzo
account for the stopping of supplies which were ordered by the Hudson Bay Company’s
agent here, for our use as well as his own, and which the rebels could have known nothing
about unless some of the Hudson's Bay Company’s employés had disclosed their destination.
The rebels had not previously interfered with the Company’s carts or trade operations.

~ Tenclose a printed paper (““A”) issued by the rebels at Fort Garry on the 6th instant.
It was printed at the office of the ‘Nor’ Wester” by the rebels, who seized the office for -
the purpose, the proprietor and his employés refusing to have anything to do with it
The type was set by a Yankee in their ranis, and the proof corrected, as I am informed,
by Mr. Ross, late of the ¢ Globe” office, Toronto. This ¢ call” was enclosed in a letter
under cover to the Post Master at Pembina, which he delivercd after some hesitation, and
stating that he would not in future deliver letters to me which might come addressed under
cover to him. The Post Office here is very loosely conducted,‘ and is entirely at the
service of the Insurgents and -their sympathizers. -Many letters appear to have.been
opened, and the general opinion is that this accident occurs at Pembina. It might not be
amiss if Mr. Thornton requested the U.S. Post Master General to instruct his subordinate
here to show more care and courtesy in the conduct of his office than he has hitherto done.

. My information. from the settlement, verbal and written, leads me to believe that this

¢ call” of the French half: breeds will not be responded to by the English-speaking part of
the population, except a few traitors who have beenin the plot from the begmnmg and
who may take th1s opportunity to declare themselves. -

SUNDAY 14th

The letter (“B”), w}nch rea.ched me to—day, is without signature, but from the hand-
writing, I know it to be from Mr. Snow, superintendent of the Government Road. It merely
confirms information which has reached me by various means for the last two or three
days. The recommendation that I should issue a Proclamation at once, is not made for
the first time, but I have wuniformly replied that until the transfer of the Territory has
taken place, and I am notified of the fact I shall not assume any of the responsibilities of
Government. Messrs. Richards and Provencher concur with me in this policy.  *

Papers (“C”) and (“D”) are extracts from letters received during the week. The one
marked (“C”) is from Mr. Mair, who was at St. Paul when the outbreak occurred, but
was allowed to pass the barricade, after some delay, on his return to Fort Garry; and
extract (“D”) is from a letter written by a young Englishman who was on his way to
Fort Garry to see the country with a view to settlement—he travelled a part of the way
with Mr. Begg, and was allowed to pass the barricade in cha.rge of one of the Hudson
Bay Company’s wagons.

I enclose also a communication (“E”) just received from the * Friends of Canada,”
through the same channel as the one marked (“H”) in my report of the 5th inatant.
It apprises me, as will be seen, of a state of things in the rebel ranks, which, if true,
gives hope of a more easy solution than a few days ago seemed possible.

I directed Colonel Dennis to answer this letter by the same messenger, to the effect
that I was still here, and intended to remain—advising that any action by the loyal
inhabitants should be taken with deliberation and as much unanimity as possible, and
promising that they should hear from me officially very shortly. They were asked to
report promptly the result of the ¢“Call” on the 16th instant. A notice posted at the
foot of one of the printed “ Calls,” fixing a place of meeting in the parish of Kildonan
is-in the handwriting of one of Govemor MecTavish’s councillors. This paper is now
in my possession.

- The last mail from Canada brought me no oﬁcml letters. I expeoted to hear, by this
time, that the “ transfer ” had been agreed. to, and the Impe#ial Order in Council passed.
If T do not receive notice of this Order” in a fow days, I shall be much embarrassed
in my plans, and the leaders. of the insurrection will be emboldened and strengthened.

~
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They understand perfectly that I have no legal authority to act, or to comma,nd obedience,
till the Queen’s Proclamation is issued..
The weather is still mild for this latitude: Thé earth is not frozen on the prairde to
a greater depth than 4 inches. The snow barely covers the’ ground and yesterda.y it
rained for two or three hours. Ih
: ave, &c.,

Wy, McDoueaLL.

(“4.”) , ‘ , .
“ PoBrLic NoOTICE "ro THE INKABITANTS OF RUPERT’S LAND.

¢ The President and Representa,twes of the French-speaking population of ‘Rupert’s
« Land in Council (the invaders of our rights being now expelled), already aware of your
“ sympathy, do extend the hand of fnendsh.lp to you our friendly inhabitants, and in domg
“ go, invite you to send twelve representatives from the following places, viz :—

“ 8t. John's. 1 ; St. Margaret’s, 1; Headmoly, 1; St. James, 1; St. Mary’s, K
« Kildonan, 1 ; St. Paul’s, 1; St Andrevfs, -3 St Clement’s, 1; St. Peter s, I'; town
“ of WmmPeO' 2;—in order to form -oné: body with the above Councﬂ consisting . of
“ twelve members, to consider the present political state of -this country, and to adopt
“ such measures as may be deemed best for the future welfare of the same.

“ A meeting of the above Council will beheld in the Court House at Fort Garry,
“ on Tuesday, the 16th day of November, at which the invited representatives will
“ attend. . .

 Winnipeg, November 6th, 1869.
e By order of the President,

“ Louis Rier, Secrefary.”
(“_B.”)
. Forr Gazry, November 9th.

« Council in deliberation to-day on yours. Recelved all' right. Decision not known.
¢« Saddle will fall on right horse. ¢ Call” made on the different parishes by manifesto of
“ Riel, who seized “Nor’ Wester ” Office, a.nd by force used the press. Enghsh and Scotch
“ panshes will not xrespond. . . .. ’

“ Issue Proclamation, -and then you may come fearlessly down. Hudson’s Bay

Company evidently shaking.
: “ By no means leave Pembina.”

L0 '
“ WixNiPEG, November 8th, 1869.

* « The company, beyond all question, are deeply concerned in the matter,
« Half-breeds themselves declare that they have received assistance. Insurgentsin guasi
. “ possession of Fort Garry, receive their supplies there. Yours received all n,,ht Council
? % in deliberation to-dav. On no account leave. The English have not risen, because
¢ « they have not been. called upon by the authorities, otherwise they would lwwe risen.’
i “ Issue your Proclamation and it will be responded to by 500 men. _
E “ Mr. Snow was ‘told by Mr. Riel, to-day, that the road would be stopped. Last

“ night they took possession of “ Nor’ Wester ” office, and printéd off a ¢ Call,” of which
%« g copy is enclosed. The types were set up by a Yankee, whom they broucht with
?“ them, and the proof was revised by Mr. Ross. ~ All the Yankees here are openly con-
P cemed in it, including certain merchants. Will write at- length to-day.

% %



, “others that your best course igto remain af Pembma until further developments.”
N (;‘ D n)

- borders of this pleasant land. T got in all right, thanks to * * and am rather pleased

" what is being done to bring this miserable affair to a conclusion.

. of Winnipeg,” and to Governor McTavish, under cover to Mr. Grant, arrived this
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¢ MONDAY Evnmc,

“ There is a rumour that Feman a1d has been invoked, through the agency of
¢- Donaldson probably. The company are at a non plus recardma your -~ determination to
“ remain at Pembina. A meeting of Council held this aftemoon, which the Archdeacon
« informed us this evening, resulted, he understood, in nothing.

“ The Pointe au Chéne halfbreeds are opposed to the stoppage of the mad which is
« g great benefit to them, but have made their boast that they will only allow it to be
« bu]lt so long as matters go on to suit them. Mr. Snow thinks it would have a good
- eﬁ'ect to stop the works for a time, $o bring wént as a pressure upon them. They are
“all oﬁ‘ the works, you may say, a.nd it would be folly to hire one half of them to feed the
¢ other half.

“If the company. shut down upon the insurgents, which they can do at any moment
“they cannot subsist for any length of time upon their own means. I think with many .

Fon'r G-ARRY November 11th.
My DEAB BEGG,—I write you these few ]J.nes, hearing that you are still on the

with the place. - The Govemment now estab]ished is a Republic, with, of course;, French
half-breeds for its officers. . The English half-breeds are perfectly loyal, and will continue
so if thete is any chance of the Government coming.in. I believe that as soon as the
- Proclamation is received, that they will rise and * lick” the French. - Of course we shall
all “go in,” that is the Canadians and English now in the settlement. The French have
the Fort gua.rded by 140 men, and have taken possession of the artillery and other arms
stored there. They are making the Hudson Bay Company find them without pay,
which serves them right, as when they had cash they did not mind letting them into the
fort, which, with the help of the loyal, they might easily have held ; but it is evident that
between you and me that they at first were yvgll pleased at the way thmos were working ;
and even since I was here, when the half-breeds heard that Mr. McDoucall left for
Oftawa, they gave up the Fort, but returned next day and got it again. My firm opinion
is, that "the affair will notbe settled uaitil forces are 'brought from Canada. No blood has
yet been shed, but it is impossible to say the day that it may. be. All. property is
respected af present but the Hudson’s Bay Company’s, which is. used pro bono publico.
Of -course we are all doing nothing. Send me’ a line  of what you are doing, and

Beheve me, &e.

{“E.") : . : o
TowN oF Wmmm, Frida,y, 12th November, 1869.
Colonel Dennis,

Dear SiR;—The communication to ¢ fnends of the Ganadm.n Government, Town

morning, and were at once delivered by Mr Grant. The mail of Tuesda.y contained
letters for His Excellency, -and for yourself, under cover to Charles Cavilier and
Colonel Stutzman respectively, but we believe they have been taken ‘out, as- the mail
bag was brought back to the post office and there examined, In future all mail
. matter is to be examined both ways. River Sale is now guarded by half a dozen,
Fort Garry being head quarter, and partmular pains are taken to see that no -communi
cation reaches: the Governor, who is still said () to be very sick. Reports of yesterday
speak of a split between Riel and Bruce, and a determinagion ‘on the part of the
former o oust the latter. Apart from “the mission mﬂuence Bruce has the Targest

personal followmg and the result will of -course be gopd.




d

Indications show things to be shaky in their camp, more especially since they
have heard that the English halftreeds have taken all the ammunition from the
magazines at. Lower Fort and secreted it. This information led to a demand, day
before yesterday, from Riel for the keys of the bastions at Fort Garry, where the
guns are, and . they have since been guarded at night. The shot and shell, however,
belonging to them were at the Lower Fort. . .

Indians to the number of fifty, had a grand meeting in this neighborhood day before
yesterday. = “Pegwis,” (Prince) presiding—highly indignant with the half-breeds—result,
a letter from them to the Governor, entrusted to Mr. Grant, to forward their interests in
this matter, being so directly antagonistic to the claims of the half-breeds, that, coupled
with the fact that Indians as a rule are on the side of the provisions and pay, there is not
the slightest cause to apprehend danger from. them, bubt rather powerful support at any
moment, having the sanction of Government and the English half-breed heading.

‘We will have a strong protest in to the authorities here at once against their inaction
and embodying the suggestions made in the letter. 'We believe that time—a short time—
backed by anything cfficial from Savernor McDougall, will bring about a solution of the
difficulty, and ¥ something comes in the way, foreshadowed in the letter, we will guarantes
the resuls. :

In most of the parishes no answer will be made to Riel’s Proclamation, or if acted on
at all, will be simply to send a letter protesting against their past and present action..
They are trying to get an election of B. and McK., from the town, but will, I think,
be able to frustrate that if the Americans do not turn out too strong. - ‘

. This method of communication may be trusted, and is being paid for in full here.
Mr. 8. is at Oak Point, and stops all contracts to Pointe au Chéne half-breeds. . The
effect will be to twrn their influence against those who have rendered it necessary for
the Government to withhold its hitherto liberally spent money.

‘We want guidance at once; force if necessary is available, but we believe that
patience and proper authority will force present Government to action. Town people
are beginning to tire of feeding and encouraging their guard, and the guard in turn resent
the falling off of attention. One of the captains told us he was forced into the affair, and
wished our good offices to clear him when the time of examination into the affair came.

The cause is quietly and surely advancing with the English element, and gaining
ground even with the French ; and we feel sure that all will be well. '

[No. 1042.]

ExTRACTS of @ letier addresssd to the ASi"ecretary of State for the Provinces, by a Gentleman
resident at St. Pawl, Hinnesota, dated November 26th, 1869.

I sent your letter by mail to Mr. McDougall, under cover to a trusty friend at
Pembina, with instructions to deliver it in person to that weather-bound gentleman.

I am in frequent receipt of letters by mail or private hands, three or four times a -
week from Pembina. Mails to that point are safe. Beyond it all mails both ways are
ransacked and the contents examined, and nothing is allowed to pass without the counter-
sign of some insurgent inspector. The events occurring at Red River naturally excite a
good deal of -interest here, and though there isof course a general desire that the affair
may result in the annexation of the country to the United States, the main anxiety here
is that bloodshed may be averted, or anything like war, for our people are very appre-
hensive that such a confliét would draw. the Indians of both sides into it, and involve our
own border in the horrors of an Indian war. I have not of course the slightest ides
what your Governiment are’ going to do about it, but to us here it seems the height of
meprudence to attempt coercion.

12¢—6€ -
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From what I can learn there is at present very liftle, if any, annexation sentiment
ih the cotnitry, but coercion woiild be likely to force that alternative, There i¢ 4 little
dash of the Fenifn i the leadership. - A young Irish priest, nsmed O’Donohue, attached
to Bishop Taché's establishmen', L.ing said to supply the brams of the movement.

DEPARTMENT*OF SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROVINCES.
Ottawa, December 7Tth, 1869.

To the Homorable Wr. M’cDougall, C’.B.

- Sir,—I Liud the honor to address to you Despatches on the 19th and 29th
November, which, in view of the imsecurity of the mails, were enclosed to-a friend at
St. ‘Paul, to be sent'forward, if possible, by private hand. For fear that they may
have miscarried, duplicates are “hnexed to this.

Your Desna.tch of the13th ult., with its enclosures, from (“A”) to (“E,”) reached me on
the ‘Srd inst., and was 1mmechate1y laid before the Council. Copies will be sent o the
Colonial Secretary this week.

I Have now the honor to inform you that the Very Rev. Mr. Tlhba.ult 2cCom-
panied by Charles de Balaberry, Esq., procceds to-morrow, vid St. Paul and Pembina
to Fort szrry, for the purpose of assisting in putting down the unlawful assemblage of
people on the Red River, and obtaining access for the Canadian Authontles inte the
North-West.

Mr. Thibault has had great experience in that country, having been for 37 years a
priest there, and having only left it last year.

Mr. de Salaberry has also had consmerable expenence in dealmb with the French
half-hreeds.

After consulting with you, they will take such action with thesg people as they
think most caleiilated to carry out our objects, and it may, perhaps, be politic that they
should have as little open communication With you as possible.

Tt is, of course, advisable not to arouse the suspicions -of the Insurorents, who
would be very likely to view with disfavor any persons coming directly as. agents from
you, énd acting under your instructions ; you will, however be good enough to

.strexigthen. their “hands 2s much as possible.

With them we send you o Proclamation issued by the Governor General by the
divect command of Her Majesty. This should be widely disseminated, in such a manner
and at such a time as you think most expedient. It has also teen thoutrht well to print'
copies of your Letter of Instructions, which-will, of itself, show how -unfounded is the

charge that the North-West is to be governed vnthout the interposition or aid of the
resulents, but by Canadians solely.

Messrs. Thibault and de Salaberry will be followed by Donald A. Smith, Esq ., the
Hudson’s Bay Agent at Montreal, who now occupies -the ‘position formerly held by Mr.
Hopkins. In his ¢ capacity-as an officer-of the Hudson’s Bay Compa.ny, he will obtain ready
access to the country and to Governor McTavish; and it is hoped that he will be
able to strengthen that gentleman in his. attémpts to restore law and order at Fort Garry.

In order to:give his representations due weight and importance, Mr. Smith has been
asked to act as a :Commissioner holding confidential relations with the Canadian’ Govern-
ment:. In that capacity, having -once reached Fort Garry, he will be able to speak
authoritatively as to the bexieficent intentions of the Government. :

‘We hope that calmler counsels will soon prevail, and that these mlsomded people will
disperse. So soon-as they. do so, you Wﬂl I presvme proceed to Fort Garry and carry
out your instructions. :

- ¥t will be well for you to aa:ra,nce for sending messaoes to St: Cloud, so that We 1may
know by telegraph that order has been restored. On receiving. this intimation, His
Excéllency will communicate the fact, by cable message, to the Colonial Office; and the
Proclamation will be at.once issued. It has béen hitherto delayed $0 that thé authority
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of the Hudsons Bay Company mlﬂ‘ht contmue ummpalred untll it’ was replaced by f;he
Canadian Government, as rep“esented by you.

1 bave the honor also to send you an Order in Council, passed this day, on the
subject of Customs duties. -

You will now be ina position, in your. communications with the 1e31dents of Ghe
‘North-West, to assure them :—

1. Tl\at all their civil and religious liberties and puvﬂecres will be sacredly respected

2. That all their properties, ufrhts, and equities of every kind, as enjoy’ ‘ed nnder the
Government of the Hudson’s Bay Comp'my, will be continted thern.

3. That in granting titles to land, now occupied by the sebtlers, the most liberal
policy will be pursued

4. That the present tariff of Customs duties will Le continued for two years, from
‘the lst January next, except in the case of spirituous hquozs as specified in the Order
in Cou.ncﬂ above alludnd to.

"That in forming your Council, the Governor Ger eral will see that not only. the
Hudsons Bay Company, but the othel classes of- the resulents are fally. and fa.1r1y
represented.

6. That your Council will have the power of establishing municipal self- government
at once and in such manner as they think most beneficial to_ the Country,

. That the Country will be governed, 2s in the past, bv British law, and accordmu
to the spirit of British-justice.

‘8. That the preSsent Government is to be considered as mblely provisional and
temporary, and that the Government of Canada will be prepared to submit a méasure
to Parliament, granting a liberal constitation so soon as you, as Govemor, and y6ur
Council have had an oppoxtumty of reporting fully on the wants and reqmrements of
the Territory. - :
) You had, of course, instructions on all the above-mentioned pomts excepting as
_regards the tariff, before you left Ottawa, but it has been thought well that I should
repeat them to you in this authoritative form.

Trusting that ere long you may be in a position to carry these hbera.l propositions
practically into the administration of the affairs of the North-West,

I have, &e.,
. Joserr HowE.

" DEPARTMENT OF SECRETARY OF_STATE FOR THE PROVINCE.,
. Orrawa, Dcc 8th, 1869.
To the Honorable Wm. McDougall, C.B. .

S1r,—Enclosed you will find the original Proclamation referred to in my letter of
yesterday s date, in English and French.
It ma.y be as well that you should have (ke original Proclamation in your hands.
I have, &c.,
Josery HoOWE.

PROCLAMA "iON.

By His Excellency the Rlcht Hono;able Sir JOHN YOUM; Baronet a. Member of Her
Majesty's Most Honorable Privy Council, Kright G.rasnd Cir ss of . the  Most
Honorable Order of the Bath, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Dlstmgmshed Order )
of St. Michael and St. Georo'e, Governor General of Ca.nada



44

To all and every the Loyal Subjects of Her Magesty the Queen, and to all io whom these
Presents shall come,

GREETING ¢

TaE QUEEN has charged me, as Her representative, to inform you that certain misguided
persons in Her Settlements on the Red River, have banded themselves together to
oppose by force the entry into Her North-Western Territories of the officer selected
to administer, in Her Name, the Government, when the Territories are united to
the Dominion of Canada, under the authority of the late Act of the Parliament of the
United Kingdom ; and that those parties have also forcibly, and with violeace,
prevented others of Her loyal subjects from ingress into the country.

Her Majesty feels assured that she may rely upon the loyalty of her subjects in
the North-West, and believes those men, who have thus. illegally joined tocreuher, have
done so from some misrepresentation.

The Queen is convinced that in sanctioning the Union of the North-West Territories
with Canada, she is promoting the best interest of the residents, and at the same time
strengthening and consolidating her North American possessions as part of the British’
Emplre You may judge then of the sorrow and displeasure with which the Queen views
the unreasonable and lawless proceedings which have occurred. -

v Her Majesty commands me to state to you, thdt she will always be ready through

me as her representative, to redress all well founded grievances, and that she has insbructed

me to hear and consider any complaints that may be made, or desires that may be expressed
to me as Governor General. At the same time she has charged me to exercise all the
powers and authority with which she has entrusted me in the support of order, and the

: suppresswn of unlawful disturbances.

By Her Majesty’s authority I do therefore assure you, that on the union with Canada
all your civil and religious rights and privileges will be respected, your properties
secured to you, and that your Country will be governed, as in the past, undﬂr British
laws, and in the spirit of British justice.

1 do, further, under her authority, entreat and command those of you v~ho are still
assembled and banded fogether in defiance of law, peaceably to disperse and return to
your homes; under the penaltles of the law in case of disobedience.

And I do lastly inform you, that in case of your immediate and peaceable obedlence
and dispersion, I shall order that no legal proceeding be taken agaipst any parties
implicated in these unfortunate breaches of “the law. '

' Given under my Hand and Seal at Arms at Ottawa, this Sixth day of December, in
the year of our Lord, One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-nine, and in the Thlrty—
third year of Her Majesty’s Reign.

[SEAL.]
By Command.

Jorx Youxe.
H. L. Langevin,

Secretary of State.

Cory of the Report of a Committee of the Homnorable the Privy Council, approved by His
. Eaxcellency the Governor General in. Council on the 7th December, 1869.

The Honorable the Secretar;z/:qf‘ State for the Provinces, &c.

On 2 miemorandum dated 3rd December, 1869, from the Honorable the Minister of
Finance, submitting that it is expedient to come to an immediate decision as to the final
policy to be adopted on Rupert’s Land, in the event of that Territory being added to the
Domirnion of Canada.



LRSI TR RN

T

That it ‘would, in his opinion, be inexpedient to makegny material changes in the

‘Customs duties in Rupert’s Land, until the means of access to the Territory shall have

been greatly improved. ‘ , L

He therefore suggests that the present tariff should remain in force for at least two
vears from the 1st January next. . _

That it may, however, be necessary to establish duties on spirits, and possibly some
other articles which are-at present exempt. v L

That, if the above suggestion be concurred in, he would further recommend that an
announcement of the intention of the Government be made to the people resident in the
Territory, who may possibly feel some alarm on the subject of increased duties.

The Committee concur in the report of the Finance Minister, and submit the same
for your -Hixcellency’s .approval.

: Certified.
W, H. Lkeg, .
Clerk P.C.

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROVINCES,
‘ SN December 4th, 1869,

The Very Rev: Grand Viear, Mr. Thibault,
Ottawa. i

Sir,—Referring to the conversation held with a Committee of the Privy Council ~
yesterday, and to your kind consent to undertake the delicate task of representing, in
conjunction with Colonel de Salaberry, the views and policy of this Government to the
people of the Hudson’s Bay Territory, I am commanded by His Excellency the Governor
General to convey to you, in the form of instructions for your guidance, the-grounds of
hope entertained here that your mission of peace .and conciliation will be entirely
successful. ‘

You will not fail to direct the attention of the mixed society inhabiting the cultivated

- borders of the Red River and Assinniboine to the fact, which comes within your daily

knowledge and observation and is patent to all the world, that in the four Provinces of
this Dominion, men of all origins, creeds and complexions, stand upon one broad footing
of perfect equality in the eye of the Government and the law, and that no administration
could confront the enlightened public sentiment of this country which attempted to act
in the Nerth-West upon principles more restricted and less liberal than those which are -

« firmly established here.

- 8o far as you may have intercourse with the Indian chiefs and people, you wili be

good enough to remind them that while bloody and costly“Indian wars have raged, often
- for long periods, in different sections of the United States, there has been no war with

the Indians in any of the Provinces of British America since the conquest. For more
than a century the Micmacs of Nova Scotia have lived in peace, while the rights of the
Milicetes of New Brunswick have been respected. Everywhere within the Canadas, the
progress of settlement, while it furnished new employments to the Indians, was rendered
practicable by treaties’ and arrangements mutually satisfactory, that have formed the
secure basis of the sympathy and co-operation which have distinguished the Canadians
and Indians, not only since the Treaty of Paris, but from the earliest exploration of the

~ country. .

It may fairly be assumed that the just and judicious treatment of the Indian Tribes
forms the brightest page in the history of British America. ‘Canadians cannot afford to
sully-it by-any ungenerous treatment of the Indians in the North-West.

That the disturbances which have taken place, at and around Winnipeg and Fort
Garry, have grown out of vague apprehensions of danger, incident to the transition state
of things which the action of the Imperial Government and Parliament rendered
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inevitable, there is no Teason to doubt but it is quite apparent that, underlymc what is
natural and pardonable in this movement there have been agencies at work which loyal
subjects cannot countenance, and that artful attempts have been made to mislead the
people by the most flagrant and absurd misrepresentations. Had the Queen’s Govern-
ment, or the Government of the Dominion, imitated the rash and reckless conduct of
some of those who have taken part in this chstmbanc there would, ere this, have been
bloodshed and civil war in Rupert’s Land, with the prospect of the flame spr e‘ldmv along
the fronti tier, as the fire spreads over the prairie. Fortuhately; calmer councﬂs have
prevailed both in England and at Ottawa. The Proclamation of the Queen’s Represen-
tative, with copies of “wh”  vou will be furnished in F-ench and English, will convey to
her people the solemn wo £ their Sovereign, who, possessed of a.mple power to enforce
her authority, yet confide: a their loyalty and aﬁ'ectionat’e attachment to her throne.

The instructions issued to Mr. McDougall on the twenty-eighth of September, long

- before there was any reason to apprehend serious opposition on the Red River, will show
how utterly groundless were the suspicions and apprehensions of unfair treatment which
have been widely circulated in the North-West, and to which, unfortunately, some of the
Canadian newspapers, for party purposes, at times gave the mischievous color of their
authority.

You will perceive that at no time was the absurd idea entertained of ignoring the
municipal and political rights of the people of the North-West. That the only two
persons that Mr. McDou«all was formally instructed to call to his aid were Governor
McTavish and Judge Black who were known to be universally respected, and that any
subsequent selehtlons were to be first reported here, with the grounds of his belief that
they stood equally high in the confidence and affections of the people

Al the Provinces of the British Empire which now enjoy Representative Institutions
and Responsible Government have passed through a probationary period, till the growth
of population and some political training, grepared them_for self-government.

In the United States, the Territories are ruled from Waslunorton tiil the time arrives
when they can prove their fitness to be included in the family of bta.tes, and, in the Halls
of Congress, challenge the full measure of power and free development which American
C1tlzensh1p includes.

It is fair to assume that some such training.as human society requires in all free
countries may be useful, if not indispensable, at Red River; but’'of this you may be
assured, that the Governor General and his Council will gladly “welcome the period when
the Queen can confer, with their entire approbation, the largest measure of self-govern-
ment on her subjects in that region, compatlble with the preservation of British interests
on this Continent, and the integrity of the Empire.

I think it unnecessary to make more than a passing reference to the acts of folly and
indiscretion, attributed to persons who have assumed to represent the Dominion, and to
speak in its name, but who have acted on their own responsibility, and without the
knowledge or the sanction of this Government.

In undex*a,kmg, at this inclement season of the year, so lgno a journey in the public
service, you display, venerable sir, a spirit of patriotism, which T am ‘commanded’ to
assure you is fully appreciated by the Queen’s Representative and by the any Couneil.

I have the honor to be,
Your most obedient Servant,
Joserr Howe,
—_— Secretary of State.

Hupsox’s Bay CompaNy OFFICE,
MoNTREAL, 24th November, 1869.
The Honorable the Secretary of State for Canada, :
Ottawa.

S1r,—I have to-day received from the Hudson's Bay House, London, an extract of
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Jetter from Governor. McTavish, dated Fort Garry, 12th October and have’now the. honor
of transmitting it to you. In domo 50, I am directed by the Governor and Committee to
state that the Companv are anxious to afford all the assistance in their power in inducing
the Red River people to allow the surveys to be proceeded with, and to use their influence
in any other manner with the view of assisting the authorities at Red River to make
their arrangements for the government of the Oountrv
And, in view of the more serious aspect which a.ﬁ'curs at Red River have recently
assumed, I beg “further, on behalfof the Company, to offer the assurance that their
Governor, Factors, and Officers generally will use their influence and best efforts to restore
and maintain order throughout ‘the Territory.
» I have, &e., .
Doxarp A. SyITH.

*

EXTRACT of a letter from Governor McTawvish to W. G. Smith, Esq., Sécretwrg,", dated
Fort Garry, Red River, 12}, October, 1869.

I am sorry to say that Mr. Snow, the Superintendent on the Canadian road to the
Lake of the Woods, has had a serious disturbance with the people employed on the road,
the most of whom are, however, strangers in the Settlement. The men complain 'bitterly
of their treatment, but are, no doubt, in the wrong, as they used considerable violence in
dragging Mr. Snow to a creek, into which they threatened to throw him if he did not
pay them some few days’ wages which they claimed, but which Mr. Snow considered not
to be due them. The sum in question he eventually paid them under protest. Mr. Snow
laid a charge of robbery against the men, but the magistrates did not considér that the
facts Just1ﬁed such a charve and comm1tted the men for trial at the Nov. ember Quarterly
Court for assault.’

Tam also sorry to inform you that some of the people here have stopped one of
Colonel Dennis’s surveying pa.rbles and as usaal, of course, the Colonel came to us for
redress. The men, who have thus interfered, say they know the survey could proceed
without any injury to anyone: but stopping it is always a beginning, and they are
desirous to let the Canadinn Government know that it is not wanted by them that they
consider if the Canadians wish to come here, the terms on which they were to enter
should have been arranged with the local Govemnment here, as it is acknowledged by the
" people in the country. - Dr. Cowan is at present doing his utmost to persuade the rnal-
contents to withdraw their resistance to the survey as “the easiest mode of getting over
the diffieulty. I regret to say that I have been so ill for some time as to be unable to
go about, and am qu1te unequal to the slightest exertion.

The Honorable J oseph Howe is at present bere on a visit, but means to leave again
in a few days. ‘The Honorable Mr. MeDougall, it is said, will be here sometime during
the current'month.

X

OFFICE oF SECRETARY OF STATE FOR CANADA,
O1tAawa, 26th November, 1869.
Dorald A. Smith, Esq.,
Agent Hudsorn's Bay Company, ¥ onireal.,

Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 24th instant and enclosure,
and I am directed at the same time to express the acknowledgment of the Dominion
Government for the assurance therein contained, that the Governor, Factors, and Officers
generally of the Hudson’s Bay Company, will use their influence and best efforts to restore
and maintain order throughout the North ‘West Territory.

I have, &e.,
E. PARENT,
—_— Under Secretary.
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROVINCES.
Orrawa, December 10th, 1869.
Donald 4. Smith, Esq., : '
Monitreal.

S1r,—I have the honor to inform you that His Excellency the Governor General
has been pleased to appoint you Special Commissioner, to enquire into and report upon
the causes and extent of the armed obstruction offered at the Red River, in the North-
‘West Territories;to the peaceful ingress of the Hon. Wm. McDougall, "the gentleman
selected to be the Lieutenant Governor of that Country, on its union With Canada.

Also, to enquire into and report upon the causes of the dlscontent and dissatisfaction
at the proposed change that now exists there.

Also, to expla.m to the inhabitants the prineiples on- which the Government of
Canada intends to govern the country, and to remove any misapprehensions that may
exist on the subject.

And also to take such steps, in concert with Mr. McDougall and Governor MeTavish,
as may seem most . proper for effecting the peaceable transfer of the country and the
government from the Hudson's Bay authorities to the Government of the Dominion.
You will consider this communication as your letter of appointment as Government
Commissioner.

* ‘With this letter you will receive :— '

A copy of the letter of instructions given to Mr. McDougall on leaving Ottawa,

dated 28th September last; ‘

Copy of a further letter of instructions to Mr. IcDougal], dated Tth instant ;

Copy of the Proclamation issued by His Excellency the Governor General, addressed
to the inhabitants of the North-West Territories by the express desive of Her Magesty

These will enable you to speak authoritatively on the subject of your mission.

You will proceed with all despatch to Pembina, and arrange with Mr McDougall as
to your future cowrse of action ; and then go on to Fort Gany and .take such stens as
after such consultation may seem most expedlent You will, of course, consult (xovernm
McTavish, and endeavour to arrange one system of concerted action i in ‘the pacification of
the countly, with Mr. McDougall, “$he Hudson’s Bay authorities and yourself.

As the information received by the Glovernment here is necessarily imperfect, and
as the circumstances at the Red River are continually changing, it is not considered
expedient to hamper you with more specific instructions. You will, therefore, act
according to the best of your judgment in concert with Mr. McDoucfa,ll and you will
keep me fully informed by every mail of the progress of events.

In addition to the more immediate object of your mission, you are requested to
report on the best mode of dealing with the Tndian Tribes in the country, and generally
to make such suggestmns as may occur to you as to the 1eq1urements of the tountry for
the future.

I have, &e.,
Josere Howe,

Secretary.

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROVINCES,

10th December; 1869,
The Honorable W. McDougall, C.B.,
Pembing, United States.

S1r,—This will be handed to you by Donald A. Smith, Esq., who goes to Pembina,

on his way to Fort Garry, at the special request of this Government.
- I'have the honor to enclose a copy of - a letter of instructions which has been
addressed to Mr. Smith, and have it in command to desire that you will* consult and
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co-operate with that gentleman, in orde'r that if possible, some peaceful solution may-be
found of -the dlfﬁcultles which obstruct your entrance to the new Territory.

T have, &ec.,
JoserE L{OWE, -
Secretary. -

' 0.8:8.P., 25th January, 1870.
Donald A. szt]z, Esg., Fo'rt Gam‘y

" Str,—Referring to my letter of the 10th ultuno, mformmo you that His Excellency
the Governor General had been pleased: to appoint you a Special Commissioner for certain
- purposes connected with the North-West Territories, I have now the honor, in accordance .
* with the verbal communication made to you at Ottawa, to enclose a Commission under

© the Great Seal, bearing date the 17th ultimo, appomtmv you a Special Commissioner
. for the purposes stated in my letter above referred to, and more fully set forth in
. the Commission 1tself

I have, &c,, :
Josern Howg, ,
Secretary.

CANADA.

ch'ronm, BY THE GRACE oF Gop, dwc.

" To Donald A. Smithgof the City of Montreal, in the Province of Quebec, and Dominion
of Camadw Esquw e, and to all others to whom the same MAY 1n ARy Wise concern,

GREETING :

WHEREAS by an Act of the Parliament of Canada, passed in the thirty-sesond
and. thirty-third years- of Our Reign, intituled, “ An Act for the temporary
¢ Government of Rupert’s Land and the North-West Temtory, when united to Canada,”
: it i3 recited that it is probable that we may. be pleased. to admit Rupert’s. Land and the
: { North-West Territory into the Union of the Dominion of Canada, before the then next
S&swn of the Canadian Parliament, and that it is expedient to prepare for the transfer
i of the said Territories from the Local Authorities to the Government of Canada, at-the
i time appointed by us for the Civil Govérnment of such Territories, until more permanent
zan'a.ngements can be made by the Government and Legislature of Canada, and it is by
c the said Aet in effect enacted that our Governor may authorize and empower such officer
vas he may appoint as Lieutenant Governor of the North-West Territories, and who shall
tadminister the Government as by the said Act contemplated.
¢ And} wheress, in the preparation for the transfer of the said Territories, Gur Governor
iof Canada was pleased to send the Honorable Wm. McDougall, the O'entlema.n selected
ito be the Lieutenant-Governor as aforesaid, on its union with Canada, in advance and in
ranticipation  of the union, and his entry into the said Territor'ss' was obstructed and
iprevented by certain armed parties who have declared their discontent and dissatisfaction
iat the proposed union, and their intention to resist the same by force .
: And, whereas, it is expedient that inquiry should be had mtv the causes and extent
:of such’ obstructnon ‘opposition. and discontent, as aforesaid. -
: Now know ye, that having confidence in your-hopesty, fidelity, and integrity, we do,
by these presents; nominate, constitute, and appoint-you, the said Donald A. Smith, to. be
‘our Special Commissioner, to enqun-e into the ‘causes; nature, and extent of the obstruc-
1267 .
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tion offered at the Red River, in the North-West Territories, to the ‘peaceable ingress of
the Honorable William McDougall, and other paities, authorized by our Governor
General of Canada to proceed into the same ; and also to enquire into the causes and
- discontent and dissatisfaction alleged to exist in respect to the proposed union of the said
North-West Territories with the Dominion  of Canada ; and further to explain to the
inhabitants of the said Country, the principles on which the Government of Canada intends
to administer the Government of the Country, according to such instructions as may be
given to you by Our Governm in Council in this beha,lf and to take steps to remove any
misapprehensions which may exist in respect to the mode of Government of the same, and
to report to Our Goyernor General the result of such enquiries; and on the best mode of
quieting and removing such discontent and dissatisfaction; and also to report on the
most proper and ﬁttmg mode for effecting the speedy transfer of the Country and Govern-
ment from the authority of the Hudson’s Bay Company to the Government of Canad'a.
with the general assent of the inhabitants.-
And 1 further, to consider and report on the most advisable mode of dealing with the
Indian Tribes in the North-West Territories.
To have and to hold the said office of Commissioner, fm the purposes aforesaid unto
vou the said Donald A. Smith, during pleasure.

In testimony whereof, &e.

(Great Seal.)

Larose's Fary, PEuBINg, U. S.
20th Nov., 1869.
The Honorable Joseph Howe,
Secretary of State, &e.,
Ottawa, Canadea.

Recgivedby Srr,—I have the honor to enclose, for the information of His Excellency, the |
S&i: efary of reply of Governor McTavish to my communications of the 2nd and 4th
Provinces, Tth instant, which only reached me last night. (Copy “ A.”)
Dec., 1869. Also, copy of correspondence which has passed between certain
“ Loyalists ” in the town of Winnipeg and Col. Denms who is still with me, and writes
under my direction. (Copy “B.")

Also a printed copy of “a protest” or ¢ a,ppeal ” of these Loyalists to Governor
McTavish, and of the “Proclamation” which at last he was induced to-issue. (Paper «C.")

I have not yet made any reply to the lengthy and somewhat extraordinary comamuni-
cation which the representative of the Hudson's Bay Company at Fort Garry have thought
themselves called upen to address to me, nor hive I made any arrangement with a view
to the “ movement ” which they have recommended in its concluding ‘paragraph. As the
‘main object of my correspondence with them has been accomplished, to wit, the issue of s
Proclamation against the insurgents, I shall await, for a few days, the effect of this
proceeding before determining upon the course of action which I ought to adopt myself or
recommend to others. Iam sure His Excellency will acquit me of indifference’ to the just
claims of Canada, and the reputation of its Government, or to the duties of the position !
have the honor to hold as its representative, if I abstain, in the presence of the grave
events now transpiring from all controversy with Governor McTavish, or any other employes
of the Hudson’s Bay Company, as to the propriety of the political arrangements with respect
to the North-West Territory, which the Imperial Government has authorized and
sanctioned, and the Government of Canada undertaken to carry out. With respect to
Governor McTavish, I may observe that the report is current that he is still seriously il
and that Mr. Black is the writer of the communications which have reached me:over the
signature of the Governor. How far the personal viéws and private feelings of Mr
Black--who lately informed Col. Denms that he was about to quit the territory—may

*




b1

ol ——

have influenced the policy of the local authorities, and found expression in their official
correspondence, may hereafter appear ; but I shall not assume that either the policy adopted
by these.gentlemen, or the opinions entertained by them. of the acts of Her Majesty’s
Government in England as well as in Canada, has received, or is likely to receive the
sanction of the Hudson's Bay Company. :

. Except: the supply of a few articles of food and. clothing, for which the prices charged
are on the average higher than those of the American traders. in the neighbourhood, and
the two letters from Governor McTavish, of which copies have been forwarded, I have
received no assistance, or suggestion, or communication of any kind from: the Company’s
Agents in the Territory since my arrival. at this place. I have been obliged to organize
an independent private means of communication with the Settlement in order to ascertain
the movements of the rebels, as well as of the loyalists, and I may add, of the Government
itself. Even the protest or Proclamation issued by.the Governor, has not yet been for-
warded to me by him, or any of his agents, although for the last five days it has been in
the hands of the public at Fort Garry. But for the private channel of communication
referred to, of the existence of which the Company’s Officers have not been made aware, T
would not have been able to forward this document by the present mail.

I have felt it my duty to mention these circumstances, to enable His Excellency to
understand the difficulty that meets me in attempting to organize, in connection with the
authorities, any resistance to the conspiracy which has already made such head in the
Settlement. The confirmed belief of every person I have seen, or whose testimony has
reached me (whether in the confidence of the rebels, or friendly to Canada), igy that
the Hudson’s Bay Company’s employees, with scarcely an exception, are either actively or
tacitly encouraging the insurrection, It wasthe prevalence of this belief that determined
me to force the authorities into a public declaration of some kind that would dispel this
illusior.—if such it should prove to be—or compel them to shew their hand as abettors:
of the insurrection. The “appeal” of the loyal inhabitants (see paper “0”), who had
previously opened correspondence with me, was the last screw applied, and seems to have
accomplished - the purpose, notwithstanding the ¢ peculiar circumstances,” so strongly
insisted upon in thé enclosed letter, to show that the issue of such a Proclamation
“might affect injuriously the future as well as the present Government.” .

: I feel also bound to state, with reference to the “serious occurrence” detailed in the
. 10thand 11th paragraphs of Governor McTavish’s letter, that I have the positive assurance
. of Major Wallace, who has just returned from Fort (Garry, as well as the statements of the
. “Friends of Canada,” that the Company’s Offieers in charge of Fort Garry, were told-of the
. intention: of the Rebels to take the Fort, the day before it occurred, ana that the Chief
E. Constable, Mulligan, who is an old soldier, offered to raise a force, partly composed of
: “pensioners,” with which he declared he could hold the Fort against all the Rebels who
i would be likely to attack it ; but he was told by Dr. Cowan, the officer in charge, that his
services were not wanted. .
'_ The communication from Winnipeg, of the 17th inst., (marke. B.), is from a well
* informed correspondent, who has access to the Council Room of the malcontents, and is
- in confidential relations with certain members of the Convention opposed to the aims of
L the French half-breeds. I thought it prudent tostrengthen the hands of the loyal portion
L of the community by enabling them to deny, on the authority of Col. . Dennis, known to
i be with me and in my confidence, the story about my Council, which is still industriously
- circulated in the Settlement. Canadian newspapers are quoted to prove that all the
. members of the new Government have been chosen from Canada, and Mr. Howe's
: remarks, while at Fort Garry, are repeated from mouth to mouth, aad construed into an
- approval of their present attitude of “resistance totyranny,” and ¢“defence of their rights.”
- The best way, as it appeared to me, to contradict these false and pernicious reports, was
 to authorize the statement containedin the “reply” of Col. Dennis. I have thus far
- avoided direct communication with unofficial persons, but the extraordinary policy adopted
§ by the local authorities, and the difficulty and delay which I have experienced in my
b 2ttempts to communicate . with them, compel me to seek the aid of loyal men wherever 1
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can find them. - It will not surprise the Government to hear that I have had to incur
considerable expense that was unforeseen when I left Ottawa, and that private persons
will not risk their lives and property in the service of a Government unable to assert its
existence, either de jure or de facto, without immediate and adequate remuneration, and

- avery unequivocal promise of indemnity. I;have, hitherto, exercised great caution on-this

point ; but I can foresee that affairs may soon take such a turn, as to render a bolder and
more costly policy’indispensable for the protection of life and property, as well as for the
establishment and maintenance of authority. ‘
‘Messrs. Richards and Provencher are still in the neighbourhood, and see me daily.
As soon as the result of the meeting of so-c2lied “Representatives” is known, we shall
take counsel together and determine wpon the course which prudence and duty may then
point out. ' '
I have, &c.,
’ ‘Wit McDovcarr.

A4.)
( Forr Garry, REp RIVER,
) . November 9th, 1869.
The Honorable W. McDougall, C. B.,
Pembina.

My Dear Sir,—Yesterday, about ten A.21., I had the honor to receive your two letters,
dated respectively the 2nd and 4th instant ; and deeming it advisable that, in answering these
important communications, T should be advised by the Council of Assinniboine, I at once
called a meeting of that body for to-day, and, with their concurrence, have now to forward
you this reply. ,

In the first of your letters you mention that, in conformity with the suggestion of Col.

‘Dennis, and the opinion of the Council, you have decided upon remaining a few days at

Pembina, in hope of the withdrawal of the disaffected parties from their positions; and we
cannot but think that, in the circumstances, your decision in that respect must be considered
wise. But it has not been without feelings to which we should find it diffieult to give
adequate expression, that we have heard of your having been disturbed at the Company’s
Post, while you were there waiting the course of events, and.of your having been compelled to
retire beyond the International line. v

It appears you are under the belicf’ that a Proclamation from this Government, explaining
the late Imperial Act regarding the Territory, and warning the people of the consequences of
steps tending to impede any action that might be taken under it provisions, would have a
salutary effect in checking the present unlawful movement on the part of the French population.
It is difficult, if not impossible, to say, with any degree of certainty, how far that measurc
might have produced such a result; but, if due consideration be given to the peculiar
circumstances in which the local authorities here stood, there will perhaps appear to be but
little ground for surprise at a measure of that kind not having been adopted.

The Act in question referred to the prospective transfer of the Territory ; but up to this
roment we have no official intimation from. England, or the Dominion of Canada, of the
fact of the transfer, or of its conditions, or of the date at which they were to take practical
effect upon the Governmert of this Country. In such a state of matters, we think it is
evident that any such zct on the part of the Red River authorities as that to which you point,
would necessarily have been marked by a great degree of vagueness and uneertainty; it was
felt that it might affect injuriously the future, as well as the present Government; and we
therefore deemed it advisable to await the receipt of official intelligence of the actual transfer
of the Country, and of all the details which it concerned us to know. ‘

But having every reason to believe, from semi-official sources of information, that the
transfer of the Territory would soon take place, I have not failed to take cvery proper
opportunity of putting the matter before the public in that light; and, although we have not
seen the expediency of issuing any such Proclamation as that suggested, yet we havebeen
incessant in our efforts to impress upon the leaders of these disaffected people a just sense of
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the illegality and danger of the course wpon which they had entered, and to dissuade them
from the. further prosecution of ‘their unlawful purposes. Measures, it istrue, of a positively
coercive nature have not been resorted to, for the simplereason that we have had no reliable force to
insure their safety and success;.and we are strongly impressed.with the belief that-there is
great, if not overwhelming weight in the reasons given in my. former letter for the authorities
hesitating to adopt the perilous step of deliberately ealling upon- one portion of so peculiar a
community-as this to confront the other in an attitude of detérmined hostility... . -
" With regard to that part of your letter in which you make such express reference to my
position as the present: legal ruler of the Country, and to my responsibility for the preservation
of the public: peace, permit me to say it is because ¥ so deeply feel that responsibility, that I
have hitherto been restrained from sanctioning a-course so likely, I may almost say, so certain,
to engender a strife which, for years to come, might prove fatal to the peace and prosperty of
the whole country, and -make all government impossible. It is. unquestionzble that the
preservation of the public peace is the paramount duty. of every. Government;. but while in
ordinary circumstances it might be reasonable enough to cast upon us the exclusive responsibility
of preserving the public peace, it may, perhaps, at the same time, admit of doubt whether
some degree of responsibility did not also rest upon others in a case of so exceptional a
character as this,—a case in which not merely a whole country is transferred, but also, in a
certain sense, a whole people, or, where at least the political condition of the people undergoes
such a great change; and it may moreover be a question whether, on the part of the Dominion,
the preliminary arrangements for introducing that change have proceeded upon such a just ard
accurate appreciation of the condition of the country, and the peculiar feelings and habits of
its people, as, on such an occasion, was desirable, if not absolutely essential; and whether the
complication by which we are now surrounded, may not, to a great extent, be owing to that
circumstance. But, at a time like this, when it is felt that all our'energies ought to be
directed to the possible removal of the obstacles that oppose the peaceable inauguration of your
Government, it would be out of place here to.go into the discussion of such points as relate to
the responsibility of those concerned in the introduction of the new order of things; and'I
shall therefore proceed to deal with matters of a more practical as well as more pressing nature.

‘What the vltimate object of the malcontents may be, it is difficult to ascertain, but if
they are aiming at establishing a Government of their-own, as the leaders whom you met on
the 2nd inst, rather prematurely said they had already done, I doubt very much whether the
rest of the Settlement are at all likely to submit to such a destination ; but whether they may
think it best tactily to ignore such a usurpation of power, while it consisted merely in a name,
or actively resist it, or take part in the movement in the hope of moderating and directing it,
will, I apprehend, greatly depend upon circumstances. v

It seems by no means improbable that on both sides of the line there may be personswho
are looking with a-degree of sympathy upon this movement of the French population; their
motives, it is not difficult to imagine, but it seems to be nothing more but infatuation for the
leaders of these disturbances to encourage the idea of annexation to the States, for it is highly
improbable that, whatever might be the influence of such a change upon the community, its
effect upon the French population generally, could hardly fail to prove unfavorable to them.

Excepting in one respect—but that I am sorry to say, a serious if not in a formidable sense
—little change, so far as we can learn, has, since my last, come over the arrangements or the spirit
of these people. - The prevention of your entrance into the Settlement was the object they first
proposed to themselves, and upon that object they appear to be as fully bent as ever, being still,
as I am informed, vollected at several points, in numerous armed bands, in readiness, s we may -
presume, to obstruct your approach to the Settlement, should that be 2ttempted; and they are,
of cpl*;Jlrse, aware that so long as you remain in the neighbourhood, such an attempt is always
possible. : '

" The occurrence to which I have alluded in the preceding paragraph as being serious, is
this, that on the afterncon of Tuesday, the 2nd inst., a number of these daring people,
suddénly, and without the least intimation of their intention to make such a move, took
possession of the Gates of Fort Garry, where they placed themselves inside and outside the
(tates, to the number in all of about one hundred and twenty, and where, night and day,
they have constantly kept a pretty strong armed guard. On being asked what they meant by
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such ‘a'movement upon the Fort, they said -their object was to-protect:it:: ‘Protect. it - from
what ? they were asked. Their answer was—from ‘danger. - Against what. danger; they: were
asked? - To this question, they replied .that they could not now specify the -danger, -but that
they would do so hereafter, and obstinately- took up the positions they: have.since kept in spite
all our protests and remonstrances, at such a bold and high-handed: proceeding.-. . - :

"On coming into the Fort, they. earnestly disclaimed all intention of injuring either
person or property within it, and it must be aliowed that in that respect they have kept.their
word ; but it is an inconvenience and a ‘danger next to intolerable; to -have a body . of. armed
men, even with professions of peace towards: ourselves, forcibly billeted upon -an  establishment
such as this. Their intentions in coming to the Fort they have never definitely expressed; nor
have theyyet specified the danger from which their- presence was meant to protect the ‘place.
We are, therefore, left in some measure to conjectures, and by these we are strongly led to
believe that you were expected to come to the Fort; and that by thus having previous possession
of the gates, they felt that they would:be sure:of keeping you out. .. O

It is needless to ask why their presence was sabmitted: to; for I presume. you already: know
cnough of the circumstances fully to understand -that it was only borne as; being apparently,
with respect to immediate results, the less formidable of two.very serious.evils, = . - :

Towards the end of your last letter, you desire my opinion as :to -whether-any. useful
purpose is likely to be served by your remaining for any length of time at Pembina; and feeling
the importance that may be attached to any expression from me on that point, I have taken
care to test. my own.ideas very closely by the opinions of the Council. BRI

In compliance with your wishes, let me say, as the substance of our opinion on. this point,
that we perceive there is as little chance as ever of these people receding from opposition to
your coming into the Settlement ; that the attempt might be productive of the most-.disastrous
consequences, and that while you remain at Pembina, the effect,:s0 far as-the Settlement is
concerned, is likely to be the perpetuation, and possibly even the aggravation of this'state of
disturbance and danger. You can, therefore, yourself judge whether any good purpose would be
likely to be answered by your remaining at Pembina, and perhaps your own view of the matter
will be such as to prepare you for my adding, as I assure, I do with a: feeling of -inexpressible
regret, that to the Council and myself it appears that your early return to Canada is not only
essential for the peace of the country; but also advisable in the interest of -the establishment in
the future of the Canadian Government. : R

It is no doubt possible that a little more time may change: the minds of: the men, and
public meetings’ are notified which may somewhat alter the present state of affairs. Your
immediate departure ought not therefore, pethaps, to be at once determined upon. It might be
advisable, a few days longer, to wait the course of events, or at any rate until I. can again
communicate with you; but at present, I confess, I see but little reason to -expect the
occurrence of anything that is likely materially to change the opinion I have -expressed with
regard to your movements. : T

: I remain, &e., .

W. McTavish.

(B.) S |
% - Winniree; Wednesday. Evening, - -
11 P.M., ITth Nov., 1869.
Council met at 12 yesterday. English delegates all staunch except the. two from . the
town of Winnipeg. The English parishes considering such a meeting, as proposed by the
French, illegal, sent representatives with written instructions, and these were to explain first, that
they disapproved of all the acts committed, and, secondly, that they would not join. in. forming'
an independent Government. The French delegation consisted of the council of 12 before
formed, and their president and secretary. Riel caused a salute of a number of field piecés. to
be fired, and the meeting took place in the Court House, which was at the time and.since,
guarded. Yesterday was consumed in the expression of the views of the English delegates,and
it was expected that to-day the French were to show their hand. Late in the afternoon of

N
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yesterday, the MSS:of Governor McTavish’s Proclamation was handed into the assembly, and
much discussion as to: the propriety of doing so preceded its reading. The English ‘delegation,
with the exception of the two from the town, worked well together, and wished:to- make special
use.of this document, but its want of general publication and translation into French prevented.
An interview with three of the principal English delegates just: before this writing, informs: us
that they, this morning, demanded of the- French delegates their policy, but they refused to
give it Riel argued that the Hudson’s Bay Company’s Government was a very weakone; and
that a better one was necessary. This was met by the counter argument of the consequent
necessity of a strong Grovernment, and shown by reference to the different published papers that
the Canadian one was the only one possible. Riel evidently pointed to a Republic, but would
not say so directly. =Priest O'Donohue at one time became very much excited, and quoted the
wrongs of Ireland, and stated that the British Grovernment was now shaking to its foundation,
&ec. They affect to despise the Proclamation of Governor McTavish, herewith enclosed. We
have. no faith in the sincerity of that Proclamation, but believe that the pressure brought to
bear upon them here by the loyal party, was such that they could no. longer resist, and their
own convictionsof the utter helplessness and impossibility, of 'further resistance, compelled them
to issue it as much for their own safety as for the continuance of their authority, if any portion
remains. Delegates: thanked Governor in writing for the Proclamation. General Court of
Assinniboine is to be held to-morrow as usual, and, in consequence, the meeting of delegates and
Frenck put off till Monday, when English insist on knowing the French policy. English
delegates, except those from town, very determined, and will have meetings of - their people in
the-interim. A. .report reached bhere yesterday of 2,000 troops- being on the way, and is
believed by the French, hence ‘the quietude of to-day in. comparison with yesterday. Riel
alluded indirectly- to it, and said all routes were alike impossible. The three principal delegates
we have just conversed with, say “ that they think that as it is believed that the Governor has
it in His' power to increase the number of Councillors to 15, and that ‘only six are said yet to be
appointed, the concession’of the remainder to-the people will be what the claims may be whittled
down to.” Restlt of Monday’s meéting of Council will be duly reported. "We think that the
insirgerits will back down. Probably, & deputation to you will be decided upon at next meeting;
any concession made will do good. Can we inspire delegates in regard to what is possible?
Reply by bearer. ' ‘ ‘ '

"é; whith the following reply was send.

PruBINg, 19ih Nov., 1869.

¢ The information given in yours of Wednesday is very satisfactory. Monday’s proceedings
will be looked for with much anxiety. The efforts of the Loyalists to maintain order and tke
authority of the Crown, in- a- difficult crisis, will not be forgotten or go unrewarded. The
Proclamation of Governor McTavish seems judicious; and ought to impress all but the leaders
of the conspiracy, who must know the nature of the crime they have committed, and eannot be
expected to listen to his admonitions. Labor to detach the ignorant, and so far, the innocent
dupes of these men from their treasonable association. It is thought here that if the majority,
now deliberating, decides for a Republic or other illegal form of Government, the loyal
inhabitants should withdraw from all association and discussion with the insurgents, and be
prepared to rally in.support of law and order, and the rights of the British Crown in this part
of the Dominion,: the momient.a call is made by competent authority.

Most of -the. stories told- to deceive and excite the halfbreeds and others against the
Grovernment which- the highest authority in the Empire has ordered to be established, and will
support with-all its force, are known to be-false by many persons now in the Territory,
especially by-those who are still its-legal rulers. One statement that seems'to be believed by
many, and may have tended to abate the loyal zeal of some- otherwise well disposed persons, is,
that; “all.the members of ‘the New Council are to be sent from Canada.”’. This may be
contradicted at once.. - The only persons mentioned in the Governor’s instructions, to whom
he is directed to offer seats in his Council, are residents, and have long been residents- within
the Territory. - : , o :
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. Three gentlemen only, have come from Canada with. the expectation of appointment in
or-under the Government, but the Governor’s hands are so far untied, except as:above stated,
in the matter: of his Couneil. o : R
* - This is ‘'not an-official announcement, or for use in any public way, but to enable you to
correct the false statements which are current, and to assure the loyal and well disposed:

The Governor remains here for the present. :
S : : : J.8.D.

Tae Crists.—LovALTY TRIUNPHANT.—THE GOVERNOR'S PROCLAMATION.

- On the 12th instant the followﬁ'ng address was preéénted to Governor McTavish;
signed by a large number of our most respestable inhabitants, and, ‘on the 17th, a reply
~ was issued, which will be found below. . S - S

Towy oF WINNIPEG, . '

November 12th, 1869

To William McTavish, Esq., : : o S '
Governor Hudsow’s Bay Company, Fors Garry. : . ,

‘We, the undersigned residents.of the Town of Winnipeg, and loyal subjects of Her -
Majesty the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, - g

Beholding, with great alarm, the unsettled state of feeling existing in this Territory,
and the threatening position assumed by & portion of its French speaking population
towards the Crown, in the person of Her Majesty’s representative, the future Governor of
this Territory ; and, believing, as we do, that this disaffection or dissatisfaction is the result
of various slanderous interpretations having been from time to time disseminated among
the people by persons unknown : T ' N

‘We do, therefore, now demand that you, as the representative of Her Majesty in
this Territory, do proclaim among the people, either by convening a public meeting - for
that purpose, or posting in conspicuous places throughout the Country, a full and correct
exposition of the nabure of the transfer of this Territory to the Dominion of Canada.

‘We also request that you will explain, so far as lies in your power, the policy likely
to be adopted by the Canadian authorities relative to the governing of the Territory.

Also, that you deny the numerous libellous slanders which are in circulation regarding
the purposes for which the Territory was acquired. That you warn them of the danger
they are incwrring to-themselves by persistence in their present violent course; thereby
imperilling the future welfare of the Country ; and that you do entreat them to lay down
their arms, and return peaceably to their homes. : .

Here is the Proclamation drawn from Governor McTavish on the present.state of
affairs :— : ‘

‘Whereas, I, William McTavish, Governor of Assinniboine, have been informed that a
meeting is to be held to-day of persons from the different districts of the Settlement, for
the ostensible purpose of taking info consideration -the present political condition of the
Colony, and for suggesting such measures as may appear to be best adapted for meeting
the difficulties and dangers connected with the existing state of public affairs.

And, whereas, I deem it-advisable, at this juncture, to place before that meeting, as
well as before the whole body of the people,- what- it appears to be necessary for me to
declare in the interest of public order, and of the safety and welfare of the Settlement.

Therefore, I notify all whom it concerns that, during the last few weeks, large bodies
of armed men have taken positions on the public high-road to Pembina, and, contrary to
the femonstrances and protests of the public authorities, have committed the following
unlawful acts :— : ; : : e o

First—They have forcibly obstructed the movements of various persons travelling
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on the public highway in peaceable prosecution of their lawful business, and have thus
violated that personal liberty which is the undoubted right of all Her Majesty’s subjects.

Secondly.—They have unla@fully seized and detained, on the road at La Riviére
Sale, in-the parish of St. Norbert, goods and merchandize, of various descriptions, and of
very considerable value; belonging as well to persons coming into the Colony as to persons
already settled here and -carrying on their business in the Settlement, thereby causing
great loss and inconvenience not only to the owners of these goods, but, as has formally
been: complained: of, also to the carriers of the same, and possibly involving the whole
Colony in a ruinous responsibility. ]

Thirdly.—They have unlawfully interfered with.the public mails, both outgoing and
incoming, and by that tampering with the established means of communication between
the Settlement and the outside world, have shaken public confidence in the security of
the mails; and given a shock to the trade and commerce~of the Colony, of which the
mischievous effects cannot now be fully estimated. : : ‘

Fourthly—Not only without permission, but in the face of repeated remonstrances
on the part of the Hudson Bay’s Company’s officer in immediate charge of Fort Garry,
they have, in numbers varying from about sixty to one hundred and twenty, billeted
themselves on .that establishment, under the plea of protecting it from a danger which
they alleged was known by themselves to be imminent, but of which they have never yet
disclosed the particular nature. They have placed armed guards at the gates of an
establishment, which every stick and stone of it is private property ; in spite of the most
distinet protestations against such & disregard of the: rights of property, they have taken
possession of ‘rooms within the Fort ; and, although they have there as yet committed no
direct act of violence to person or property beyond what has been enumerated, yet, by
their presence in such numbers, with arms for no Jegitimate purpose that can be assigned,
they have created a state of excitement and alarm within and around the Fort which
seriously interferes with the regular business of the establishment.

Fifthly—A body of armed men have entered the Hudson Bay’s Company’s Post at
Pembina;, where certain gentlemen from Carnada, with their families, were peaceably
living ; and, under threats of violence, have compelled them to quit the establishment ab
a season of the year when the rigors of winter were at hand, and forced therm to retire
within American Territory. \ ‘

And, in the last place, they have avowed it as their intention, in all those unlawful
proceedings, to resist arrangements for the transfer of the government of this Country,
which have been made under. the -sanction of the Imperial Parliament, and of virtually
setting at defiance the royal authority, instead of adopting those lawful and constitutional
means which, under the enlightened rule of Her Most Gracious Majesty our Queen, are
sufficient for the ultimate attainment of every object that rests upon reason and justice ;
the persons who have been engaged in committing those unlawful deeds, have resorted to
acts which directly tend to involve themselves in consequences of the gravest nature,
and to bring upon the Colony and the Country at large, the evils of anarchy and the
horrors of war. . .

Therefore, in: the intérests of law and order, in behalf of all the securities. you have
for life and property, and, in a word, for the sake of the present and future welfare of the
Settlement and its: inhabitants, I again earnestly and emphatically protest against each
and all of these unlawful acts.

I charge those engaged in them, before they are irretrievably and hopelessly involved
immediately to disperse themselves and peaceably to depart to their habitations,
or to their lawful business, inder the pains and penalties of law ; and whatever in other
respects may be the conclusions of those who meet to deliberate upon the present critical
and distracted state of public affairs, I adjure you as citizens, having the interests of your
country and your kindred-at heart, to ratify and proclaim, with all the might of your
united voices, this public notice and protest, and so avert from the Country a succession
of evils, of which those who sée the beginning’ may never see the end. '

You are dealing with a. crisis: out of which may come incalculable good or

12¢—8 :
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mmeasurable evil, and with all the weight of my official authority, and all the infiuence
of my individual position, let me finally charge you to adopt only such means as are
lawful and constitutional, rational and safe. ’

- Given under my;hand and seal, at Fort Garry, this 16th day of November, 1869.

: W. McTaviens,
' Governor of Assinniboine.

1611 _ OrTawa, December 7th, 1869.
The Hon. W. McDougall, C.3. - .
. - ] Pembina. .

SR.—I had the honor to- receive this morning, your Despatch of the 20th November,
covering enclosures from the Hudson’s Bay Company. These papers have been laid before
the Privy Council, and will be forwarded, by His Excellency the Governor General, to England.

I have, &e.
JoSEPH Howz,

Secretary of State for the Provinces.

OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROVINCES,
: OrTAWA, 10th December, 1869
The Honorable Wm. McDougall, C.B., .
Pembina. .

Str,—I am commanded to call your attention to the exposed situation in which the arms,
purchased for Government service at the Red River, have been placed. Georgetown, where
it is understood here they are stored, could so easily be surrounded and forced by any roving
. band of half-breeds or Indians, or by persons quite as unscrupulous coming in from the United
States, that they can hardly be considered secure. : i

If matters are to remain for any length of time on their present footing, they would
perhaps be safer at St. Cloud or St. Paul. .

I have, &e.,
JoserH Howg,
Secretary of State for the Provinces.

OrTawa, 11th December, 1869.
The Honorable W. McDougall, C.B., ' ’
- Pembina. )
SR,—1I notice in the reports of several persons, made to you and forwarded to this office,
references to expressions said to have been used by me in conversations with inhabitants of the
Hudson’s Bay Territory, and I think it proper that you should be authorized to contradict
all such statements, so far as the inference can be drawn from them, that any thing said by
me st Winnipeg, or anywhere else, gave countenance or sanction to breaches of the law and
order or to resistance to the peaceable establishment of the authority of the Dominion in the
Territory, under the sanction of Imperial Legislation. ‘
During my visit to the Red River I never saw Riel, Bruce, Father Ritchot, or any persons
said to be the leaders of the insurrectionary movement, but I conversed freely with all classes
and orders of people, from Governor McTavish downwards, and to them all held the same
language—That the same constitution as the other Provinces possessed would ultimately be
conferred upon the ervatry; that in the provisional arrangements to be made, the feeling and
interests of the resient population would be considered—tkat leading men enjoying their
confidence, would be at once taken into the Government; and that the young men, without
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distinction of blood, Would be drawn into the public service as. they were fitted by education
to fill places of trust and emolument
‘ : I have, &e.,
JoserH Howe, : -
Secretary of State for the Provinees:

———

Prvming, U.S, 25th November, 1869,

Hon. Joseph Howe, Secretary of State
Jor the Provinces, dc. . :
Received by Smr,—I have the honor to forward a confidential Report by Major J3
»gt:f:c’;eta‘r{g Wallace of Whithy, Ontario, who was sent from this place on the 4th November,
va,-mec: 11th on a special mission to Fort Garry, and who returned on the 22nd instant, He
+Dec., 1869. is the person mentioned in my report of the 5th instant, as ‘being in the confi-
dence of some of the Conspirators. here, so far as to obtain g Pass” from them. Major
Wallace was employed by Colonel Dennis in his surveying operations last summer. Heis a
shrewd Scotchman, has been many years a resident of Canada, and though a little hot-tempered,
may be regarded as'a trustworthy reporter of what he saw and heard..

I received through an employee of the Hudson’s Bay Company, sent by Governor MecTavish,
information that the rebels had resolved to send an expedition (of horsemen) to Georgetown
to burn the Hudson’s Bay Storehouse there, in order to destroy the arms and ammunition
which T had stored at that place. This was to be done af once, if the results of the “ (on-
vention” was in favour of the jnsurrectic:.  As there was no time to loose, I took immediate
steps to have them removed to Fort Abercrombie, some 40 miles distant. I wrote t5 General
Hunt (Copy 4), requesting him to allow them to be- stored in the Fort, which I have no
doubt he will readily comply with. I caused it to be announced, or rather stated as a fact
by our party, in their conversation with the conspirators at Pembina, that the arms, &e., had
been removed to Fort Abercrombie. This will be reported at head-quarters, and will probably
put a stop to the “raid.” But in any event, the arms, &c., will be at Fort Abercrombie
before the raiders can overtake them. .

I have received a private note from Governor McTavish, informing me of his having
issued a Proclamation, more, he observes, in deference to my opinion, than from any expecta.
tion of a favourable result, and at the same time he expresses his satisfaction. that I have
remained here. He enclosed to me letters he had received for me from 8ir Curtis Lampson
and the Secretary of the Hudson's Bay Company, and expressed his desire to be of service.
I infer thai he had received instructions from the Company, and notice of the date of transfer.
I am still without any official notice of the Tmperial Order in Council, and must act, if at all,
upon the information contained in the private letters from Sir Curtis Lampson, which an-
nounces the date of transfer agreed to by the Imperial Government to be 1st December next.

There is a rumor among the rebel Sympathizers here this afternoon, that the French
halfbreeds have demanded the ¢ Public Money  from the Treasurer at Fort Garry, and that
he had refused, and was thereupon made prisoner.—That English and Scotch halfbreeds
and the Canadians were arming, and that a row was expected. The “ Convention,” the same
rumor informs us, has been adjourned for some days. I expected a private message from
the settlement, of the result of Monday’s and Tuesday’s deliberations, in time for this post,

- but it has not yet reached me.
I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
Wit McDovugaLr.

Notes by J. W. between Ath and 29nd November, 1869,

To the Honorable Wm. MeDougall, C.B.,
- o Pembina. ‘ ‘
I left FortPembina for Fort Garry on 4th November, 1869, with a despatch for
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‘Governor McTavish. T was furnished with a letter of * safe conduct ” from 'an -American
gentleman of this place. Arriving at the barricade, River Sale, I was conducted: by
armed men to the Catholic Church, which I understood to be headquarters of the
insurgents, In an upper room I found President Bruce, Secretary Louis Riel, Mr.
O’Loan, Mr. McKinney, Jr., and five half-breeds whom I did not know. On presenting
my “ pass” to Riel, he read it in French to Father Ritchot and said, * It is all right, but
although sorry to trouble me, must request me to show any documents I ‘might have in
my possession.” None were in view. ~Several questions were then asked and promptly
answered as to the position and design of Governor McDougall and his parfy. I.then
passed to Fort Garry, where I found means to-have the despatch placed in the hands of
.Governor McTavish. On the strength of it, the Council of Assinniboine was called: for
Tuesday the 8th. Mr. Bannatyne is a member of that Council, and was present at that
meeting. He told me that when Mr. McDougall’s letter was 1ead McTavish (although
sick) raged furiously, and asked what IMcDougall meant—that up to that moment nq
official information had reached them of any change having been made in the ownership
of Rupert's Land, and that he would let Mr. McDougall know that no such dlcta.tlon as
that indicated by the letter would for 3 moment be tolerated.

Mzx. Mulligan, a pensioner, and a police sonstable in 'Winnipeg, told me that he had
warned the Hudson’s Bay Company, oh several occasions, that the half-breeds were to rise.
This he did through Judge Black and Dr. Cowan, and suggested that the pensioners be
called out to guard the fort, but that they declined doing anything in the matter.
Mulligan also informed me, that on the Sth inst., after the fort had been in possession of
the insurgents for several days, that he heard-from one of the rebels whom he could
rely upon, that the arsenal was to be broken open and the arms taken possession of in a
day or two, and informed Dr. Cowan, who . replied, “ What can we do?’ Mulligan
answered, “Call out the pensioners, and others willing to join them, and let them take
possession of the fort.” The Judge who was present said, “ A Council will be called,
and an answer given to youv at 3 o'clock to-morrow.” Next.day Mulligan was told that
his services were not required, and that evening the arms were taken possession of.

I had several conversaations with Mr. McKinney, senr. At first he was somewhat
shy—stated that as yet he had nothing to do with the insurgents, but that he miglit have ;
~—that the United States was the natural outlet for the Settlement, and. the people wanted
nothing else as he believed ; and that they would never submit to the injustice .about to
be forced upon them by the Canadian Government in appointing a Council trom Canada,
&oc.,—virtually ignoring the people of Red River—that if Governor McDougall had comse
alone he would have got in and would have been heard, and if his views did not suit they
would have told bim to go. Again, on another occasion, he corroborated what Bannatyne
said about the want of official notice, &c.,—that the people would not submit to taxes—
that they wanted control of their own affairs, and that ke approved of the course the half-
breeds had taken in keeping the Governor out—and that they had about 700 men -under
arms.—Qur other conversations were something similar until T went in on the Saturday
morning before I left, and had about an hour with him. He was reading the Imperial
Act ceding the North-West Territory. He opened out frankly, and stated that a blank
he saw in the Act meant neither more nor less than that after a certain time, Canadians
could fill it up as they wished—that he was a delegate of Fort Garry, but that very little
would be done by the Convention, unless to draw the two parties closer together—that he
would like to see the country at peace, so that trade might go on as usual, but that he
had no hopes as long as the Governor and suite remained at Pembina. ‘What the people
now wanted, he saxd was complete control over their own affairs, and that as soon as.the
Delegates had closed their work, he believed that orders would be given to have the census
of the people taken.—Elections to be held and a Parliament estabh.shed that the Canadian
Government mustrespect. Why? heasked, should we be any worse dealt with than British
Columbia, Newfoundland, or Prince Edward Island? Mr. Howe, he said, told us plainly
that we were entitled to the same rights, and: that by perseverance we would get them.
He further remarked that, “if we fail in our efforts to arrange -with Canads, amother
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element would be called in, and the men at the head of this movement just know how to
get them, and that is.the Fenians,” - . _ ‘ ‘

I conversed with Hugh Donaldson, of Fort Garry, who was very violent, and stated:
with an oath, that a Canadian Governor should never rule the Settlement, and threw out
hints what they could do in spring. Mr. O'Loan, Mr. George Evelyn, hotel-keeper, and
several others expressed views similar to Mr. McKinney. I talked with many others
on that side (I mean the French half-breeds), and they nearly all spoke to the ‘same
purport. A great part of the foregoing was drawn out by questions carefully. put by
myself. ‘
y Mr. * * *  says, that the English and Scotch half-breeds are with the Canadian
Government, but does not think that they would take up arms, until tkey have an
army to fall back upon, and some security from the Government that they would be paid
for the destruction of their property by fire or otherwise,—that he has the promise of
300 Sioux Indians at any time they are required, but the people gemerally do not think
well of letting the Indians loose until:other means are exhausted.

Mr. Taylor, a wealthy merchant, 12 miles up Assinniboine River, presented me with
the Globe news; <per, and said that paper tondemns what you say. I must confess that
paper has done infinite harm to Canadian interests in the Settlement.

Colonel Robinson is in favor of Government (Canadian) but more so, I thirk in
favor of the United States. He is an American. :

* % * * whose brother * * * goes fully with Insurgents, is greatly
attached to Canadian Government, and has very great influence amongst Indians—would
be a most useful man in any treaty with them—He has put * * * from the house
he lived in. He said he was a half-breed, and-gloried in the name and race, and would
never give up the rights he had in the lands. He wanted to see the Governor and hear
what he had to say. He was sure the Canadian Government would never take their
rights away. )

- Mr. William Tait was thought to be favorable to Canada, but from what he said in
Hudson’s Bay Company’s Office to myself and Mr. Grant, we were of opinion that he was
changing, as a great many are in danger of doing, who visit the Company’s Office, and
hear the sentiments of John McTavish and Mr. Hargrave. Mr. Tait said, “ you may talk,
but in that convention we sit opposite to those who have been born and brought up
among us, ate with us, slept with us, hunted with us, traded with us, and are of our own
flesh and blood—gentlemen, said he, I for one cannot fight them. I will not imbue my
hands in their blood.” .

James Ross, another delegate, charged me with speaking against the Governor. He
is believed by most people to be staunch in favor of Canadians. He thinks some arrange
ment may yet be come to by Convention, by which the Governor can safely be brought in.
His views do not coincide with a great majority of Council.

* Mr. Lorrman, another. delegate, thinks the present Convention will appease the
French half-breeds somewhat. ~'We have met them, he says, treated them kindly, and by
continuing to do 8o, may win them owver, but it will take time.

Mr. *** thinks no good will come out of the Convention—that nothing but troops,
and that immediately, will be of any use, and that if the Canadian Government will send
troops by middle of January, the English and Scotch will no doubt organize. If troops
are not sent, I, for one, he said, will at any time sign a memorial to the United States
Government, asking their permission to annex ourselves to them. Mr. *** is of opinion
that the Indians (Chippawa) will act with the Canadians, but that scme steps should be
taken at once to have a treaty with them. Trade, he says, is gone, and everything
unsatisfactory under the present state of things.

Mr. *** a wealthy half-breed, and strongly oposed to the Priests, says, that soldiers
should be sent in immediately to save the Country—that the English and Scotch half-
breeds cannot stand this reign of terror much longer, but from want of a leader they are
very unwilling to take any steps against their opponents the French half-breeds, and that
500 or 1,000 mer now would bring the Governor in, and -when once into the Settlement,
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our people, he says, would rally round him, but until the Proclamation was issued there
- would be nothing done. He had no faith in the working of Conventions—as long as
" McKinney, O’Loan, Riel, and the Priests Ritchot and O'Donohue were among them, and

so long as Bannatyne gave them encouragement, as he now does. The latter has more

influence amongst the French half-breeds than any one, or perhaps any dozen men in Fort
- Dr. Schultz says he does not approve of speaking anything of troops coming in, until
all the Canadians have notice, so that they can leave the Settlement. He thinks aleo that
the Convention may result in sending delegates to see the Governor at Pembina ; is clearly
of opinion that had proper measures ‘been taken by the Hudson’s Bay Company on the first
sign of the outbrealk, of which they had due motice; no insurrectionary movement would
have taken place. He says the Chippawa and Sioux Indians are with the Government,
willing to assist in suppressing the revolt at any time—thst if the people there knew they
were to be protected by the Canadian Government, there would be no want of leaders
amongst the English and Scotch half-breeds, that he thinks on the first sign of troops
coning in, the Cana,dla.ns will be murdered.

Mr. Snow coincides in every particular with Dr. Schultz——-qu very active and willing
to assist me in carrying out the few little matters I had to attend to at Fort Garry, could
not have got on well without him.

¥ ¥ % gays, if Governor would give- h1m authority, he would organize the Eno‘hsh
and Scotch half:breeds at once—that they could take Fort any day, and keep.it too—is
not afraid of the report of troops being sent—would rather like to hear of it—is very
much afraid of delay, as he is satisfied a number of Fenians are being raised to come into
the settlement in the spring—could not vlve me any reliable authorlty, but insisted it
was a fact.

Mr. * * * wanted to see troops in at once, and the whole thing would
be crushed—The French were a noisy, brawling crowd, and would not stand fire—that
1,000 men would be a sufficient number to ssttle the dispute, and in aftertimes push
back hostile Indians, if any should turn up-—that too much delay would or might cause
a deal of bloodshed. and probably the loss of the whole ccunty.

Mr. Bannatyne is a gentleman with whom, with the exception of Mr. McKnmey, I
have had more conversation than any other in the settlement. He is clearly in favor of
the measures taken by French half-breeds, although he told me one day ¢ that he would
rather have paid £50 than have had that rising take place I’ On every occasion he had some
excuse for the half breeds, and a word of sympathy at times for Governor McDougall and
his family, but that the sooner he left Pembina the better it would be for himself and the
settlement, and he hoped I would advise Colonel Dennis to leave, which I promised to
do, I insisted on him going down with me to see the Governor, and take Riel, or
McKinney, or O’Loan with him, but he would not consent. By-the-bye; McKinney told
me that no delegates would be sent from the Convention to the Governor, for a particular
reason that he was not at liberty to tell meat present. I could give many other conversa-
tions with other pa.rtles but they were all of the same substa.nce, and now, ag you desire,
I will give you my opinion of the whole as concisely as possible.

The movement from the first has been of a Repubhca.n-Fema,n kind: T am fully
convinced that no offer that could be made by the Canadian Government would be
accepted by the French half-breeds and their friends the ‘Americans, and that unless they
are forced into it by this Convention and the threatenings of the English half-breeds and
whites, or perhaps} troops, they will not accept a Governor from the Dominion on any
terms.

Further, I believe the English and Scotch will take no steps to bring the Governor
into the settlement, but that if once there they will protect him. This has been expressed
to me by many of them. I endeavored on every occasion to impress on parties, where I could
do so with safety, that the present Government or Council was only a provisional one—that
as soon as a franchise was decided upon a responsible Government would be - formed as
understood in Canada, that I understood the Govérnor had it'in his power to appoint 5 of
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the Council at Red River. Bannatyne and others enquired, “ how this was not known

“before?  The former said, “I would give anything rather than this fine country should

fall into the hands of Americans.” .

I further think, from conversing with the friends and foes of the Hudson’s Bay
Company, that they could, in the most easy manner, have stopped the whole affair by
issuing their Proclamation—calling upon all to obey the laws ; that any rising of the kind
spoken of would be visited by the severest penalty the law could inflict, and that the
whole available civil force would be called out to sustain law and order. They did not
do this, nor issue any Proclamation, until in a manner forced into it by the memorial of -
the inhabitants of Fort Garry who were loyal. On this Company’s head lies a full
measure of blame.

The Indians, from what I can learn from *.0¥ * *  and others, are

. with the Canadian Government, but there is no trusting them without a treaty. At
. present I think some of them are endeavoring to get subsidies from both parties. “ Chief,

Henry Prince,” I know, has been taking from both. ‘ ‘

In conclusion, I would say, if this Convention does not do something towards a
settlement in a few days, the cheapest and safest course, and the one likely to prevent the
destruction of life and property, is for the Canadian Government to sex:d a sufficient force
to take the Governor in—by ¢ at once” I mean, to have them at Pembina by the middle
or end of January, for there is great danger of Fenian hordes early in the spring.

NovemBer 22nd, 1869.

Pempiva, U. S, Nov. 22nd, 1869.
To General Hunt, or the Officer commanding .
at Fort Abercrombre.

Sir,—1I have the honor to inform you that certain French half-breeds of the Red
River Settlement have assembled with arms and in sufficient force to overawe for the time,
the authorities at Fort Garry. They have also erected a barricade to prevent me from
proceeding to that place to assume the Government on the transfer of authority from the
Hudson’s Bay Company to the Dominjon of Canada. A small band of men met me at
the Hudson’s Bay Company’s post near Pembina, and ordered me to return beyond the
boundary line. 'As Ihad no force to resist them I was obliged to obey the order and am

‘now at Pembina in American Territory.

I have just had information from Fort Garry that these outlaws have decided to send
a party of men to Georgetown in Minnesota, for the purpose of burning the Hudson's
Bay Company’s Storehouse at that place. The avowed object of this “ raid ” is to destroy
certain property of the Government of Canada now stored there, consisting of arms and
ammunition, and also clothing and goods belonging to me and members of my party.

I have the honor to request that you will take such means as may be in your power
to prevent this unlawful destruction of property. I have directed the removal of the
arms and other property to Fort Abercrombie in the hope that you will allow storage in
the Fort until this émeute is suppressed,

Any expense which may be incurred in the removal, protection, or storage of this
property I shall be ready to make good as soon as I am advised of the amount.

‘T have the honor to be, )
Sir, your obedient servant,

Wiu. McDougALL.

DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROVINCES, -
’ Or1rawa, December 15th, 1869.
To the Hon. Wm. McDougall, C.B., Pembina.

Nfo‘.l'qlW4. %5th Sir,—1I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, on the 11th inst.
20 of No. Of your letter of the 25th ultimo, covering 2 confidential Report made to

.vember you by Major J. Walluce, of the result of the special mission to Fort Garry,
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on which you had employed him, together with a copy of your letter, addressed to General

Hunt, the United States officer commanding at Fort Abercrombie, with reference to the

removal to that place of the arms and ammunition which you had stored at Georgetown.
I have, &c.,

Joserr Hows,
Secretary of State for the Provinces.

Larose’'s Farm, PrusiNa, U.S., 29th November, 1869.
The Honorable Joseph Hows, Secretary of State, c.,

Ottawa.
Received by Sir,~-I have the honor to report, that I am still at Pembina in the
gt;‘fere'tf:: ytﬁe Terntory of the United States (Messrs Richards, Provencher, and Begg

Drovinces, 15th being with me), and unable, in consequence of the continued occupation
December, 1869. of the road by armed men, to proceed to Fort Garry.

I have further to report that I have not received any instructions for my guidance
on and after the day of the transfer of the Territory to Canada, nor any notice of the Order
in Council, which has no doubt been passed to effect it.

In these circumstances, I am compelled to act upon the general powers and
directions of my Commission, and of the Acts of Parliament, Canadian and Imperial,
which seem to bear upon the case.

I have accordingly prepared a Procla,ma,tlon to be issued on the first day of
December, reciting so- much of the several Acts of Parliament as seemed necessary
to disclose the requlsrbe authority, and stating by way of recital the fact of surrender
by the Hudson's Bay Company, acceptance by Her Majesty, and Transfer to Canada,
from and after the 1st December, A.D., 1869. These facts I gather from the newspapers,
from a private letter to me of the Deputy Governor of the Company, and my own
knowledge before I left Ottawa, that the 1st of December had been agreed upon as the
date of the transfers.

In the present state of affairs in the settlement it is of the utmost importance
to announce the transfer of authority in the most authentic and solewn manner
possible, in order to give confidence and the protection of legality to the acts of the
loyal and well (hsposed and to put the mal-contents and their American advisers
and sympathizers publicly and technically in the wrong. Several messages have been
sent, urging me to assume authority and to authorize action af once against the
French half. breeds, but as my previous reports will show, I decided to keep strictly
within my commission, and referred those persons to the local authority for advice
and direction. On the 24th inst., however, Riel and his party took possession, with-
out resistance, of the public offices in the Fort, seized the public rscords and papers,
and made prisoners of the Treasurer and Officers in ‘charge of the public funds. I
have not heard whether they have removed Governor McTavish from his official
- residence, but he is evidently Aors de combat personally and officially. I have had
no communication from him since the 19th iunst., directly or indirectly, although in
bis last note he promised to communicate further immediately. As I have found no
serious difficulty in sending and receiving from the settlement communications of a
private character, I infer that the rebels have imprisoned the Governor so closely that
nothing is allowed %o reach him or proceed from him of which they disapprove.

On the evening of the same day, Riel made a demonstration upon the Government
provisions under the charge of Mr. Snow, pretending that he only wanted to make an
inventory of them. Some Canadians employed on the survey, being in the neighbourhood
and indignant at this move of the rebels, as well as apprehensive that the possession of these
provisions by them would greatly strengthen their position, determined to remove them
by force, if necessary, to the Lower Fort of the Hudson’s Bay Company; but, on- con-
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sideration, they felt that to bring on a collision at that moment, and. on suck a question,
might be impolitic, and as the local authorities could not or would not act, they despatched
Mr. Newcombe, a young Canadian, to me the same night, with the letter marked A. He
got safely through, having run about half the way on foot, making the whole distance of
67 miles in 20 hours. -He was ready to return on foot or on horseback after an hour's rest,
if T had deerned it necessary. His energy, courage, and zeal, and his account of the feelings
of the loyal portion of the inhabitants, inspired us all with the hope that a reaction had set in,
and that as soon as the incubus of a moribund and inactive Government was removed, a call
might safely be made upon the loyal and well-disposed -to rally in defence oflaw and order.
But in view ofi the peculiar relations existing between the French half-breeds and the rest
of the native population, I thought it very undesirable to allow a “fight” to take place
about Government property, until some collision had occurred which would excite the
feelings of the English and Scotch half-breeds and exasperate them against the insurgents.
The interruption to busiuess, reducing thereby the price of grain and enhancing the price
of merchandize ; the arrest of men like Hallett, of local influence and extensive family
connection ; the taking of provisions without pay from the settlers, and occupying their
houses witkout their consent; and a chance of a fray springing out of some of these
circumstances seems to justify delay in organizing opposition to Riel's designs' upon the
Government pork and flour, which, if seized by him, would not strike the half-breed
settlers as a very heinous offence, or one which they ought to risk their lives to
prevent, or punish. Moreover, the Hudson’s Bay Company officers were still the
nominal rulers of the settlement, and as their Sheriff (McKenny) was notoriously in
the interests of the rebels, advising, aiding, and abetting them, it appeared to me
better that none of my agents or avowed supporters should provoke or be parties to
a collision before the 1st of December, and run the risk of finding the Sheriff and
other authorities on the side of the rebels, or, what would amount to the same thing,
issuing warrants against Canadians. :

Accordingly 1 detained Mr. Newcombe for future service, and despatched by a loyal

French half-breed the answer B, and by the same hand the letter C, to Governor
McTavish. My plan was to hold the authorities to their duties and responsibilities as
long as possible, and to delay, without wholly prohibiting the resistance of the employees
and friends of the new Government. How far this plan has succeeded I am not yet aware,
but I suspect that Riel will have seized the provisions before my directions reached Fort
Garry, or, at all events, before the action recommended by me has been taken. I do not
regard the possession of these Government Stores by Riel and his. party as of very much
consequence. They cannot eat thern up at once, and if the measures I hayve taken to
organize an armed force to seize Riel and his colleagues, and disperse the rank and file of
his followers, should prove successful, the provisions will soon be again in our possession.
i The last two mails brought me only newspapers and two or three small private letters.
"I am much afraid that official letters are detained at some point between-St. Paul and
this place purposely, and perhaps read and destroyed. As the postmaster here openly
avews his sympathy wiiir the. half-breeds and permits -one Stuttsman, referred to in a
_ former Report, to distribute and handle the postal matter in his office. T have no great faith
that my letters to Ottawa have been forwarded, if at all, without being first read. I shall
therefore abstain from all details as to the operations contemplated after the 1st December.
"(heir discovery and publication here would be sure to defeat them.

I have received a friendly letter from the Indian chief, “ Pegwis,” who lives at
Winnipeg, in which he strongly condemns the conduct of the French half-breeds. He
reminds me that they come from my own, country, and are “ very bad men.” - He wishes
to see me, to shake hands and bargain about his land. He has offered his services to
the Canadians in the Settlemeut to put down Riel and his party, evidently foreseeing
that if they got the mastery, the Indian title to the land in Assinniboine will not be
treated with much respect or realize much profit.

I have returned a verbal answer to his letter, expressing the most friendly feelings
towards h1in21 a.no;l) his people, and my desire to see them at Fort Garry as soon as possible.

~—
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I thought it better to put nothing in writing, and indeed to suy nothing that could be
construed into an invitation to the Indians to arm or attack any class of ‘the inhabiiants,
not even thosemow under arms and in a state of insurrection. It is very satisfactory to
find that the Indians in all directions, and under different chiefs, are well disposed, and
unwilling- to give any aid to the French halfbreeds. I -have taken pains, through the
agency of loyal persons having influence with them, to arouse the apprehensions “of the
Tndians in reference to the annexation features of the halfbreed movement, and its effect
upon them and their land claims. They have been quick to perceive that the outbrealk
bodes no good to them, and they cannot therefore be seduced into any kind of sympathy
with it. This fact is already pr oducmor a marked effect upon the plans rmd operations of
the Insurgents.

A letter appeared in a newspaper published in Yankton, Dakotah, purporting to
have been written and delivered to me by two Indian chiefs, making peremptory demands
for a settlement with them before entering the Terrifory. This letter was concocted by
American schemers at Pembina, and read to the Indians who were waiting to see me. At
first they consented to it, but the next day went to the village, asked to see it, and tore
it up, The veracious correspondent of the Yankton newspaper, allowed it nevertheless
to appear as a bond fide communication to me.

In the same newspaper, a communication under date 23rd September, detailing the
plans, grievances and demands of the half-breeds, with such particularity as to show that
the plot bhas its chief counsellor, if not its orwma.tor in this Village. One of these
conspirators the man Stuttsman, lately visited Fort Garry, and is known to be consultmtr
and 2iding the Insurgents at that place.

As far'as T can lea,rn the priests have withdrawn latterly from active co-operstion
and begin to shake their heads, and speak doubtfully of the consequences likely to result
from the outbrealk.

Until I have received more specific instructions for my guidance after assuming the
Government, and learn the view which His Excellency and Council are likely to take of
the events detailed in my Reports, I do not feel myself in a position to make any special
recommendatior as to the measures which ought to be adopted by the Government of
Canada. I have taken, and must continue to take, alarge discretion: and responsibility in
regard to measures which must be initiated and executed within the Territory. I have
hesitated to call for troops or volunteérs from Canada in mid-winter. The difficulties in
the way are enormous, and the chance of disaster with the present means of transportation
is almost reduced to a certainty. But preparations should undoubtedly be made for a
large emigration in the early spring, of such settlers as were offered last fall by Colonel
Barivis, of the Township of Hahfax and by another gentleman in the County of Bruce.
Settlers of this class will be.a valua.ble, almost a necessary addition to the population of
the Territory, and any expense- W}uch their transporbatmn hither may involve ought to be
readily furnished. ‘

I have, &e.,

‘Wu. McDoveAaLr.

@A)
Winxiree, Wednesday, 24th November, 1869,
DEear CoroNEL,—We require definite instructions lfow to act under the following

circumstances :—To-day, about 4 p.m., we got information that the Government stoves, in
Dr. Schultz's, were being seized. Ca.ptam Boulton, Mr. Codd, and self, proceeded 1mmed1ate1y
to ascertain the truth of the matter. We found Riel andva,n armed guard coming out of
the back store with Dr. Schultz. I went up and asked what particula,r business was
going on. The Doctor said, “ Mr. Riel is taking an inventory of the stores.” I replied,
looking at Riel, “They are the Quems property.” He turned about and stamped,
excla,lmmcr a,ntmly, “ The deml’s property,” moving away at tht same time. On enquiring
about the 1 matter, the Doctor told us that his carts had been stopped at the Fort, and



N

he went down to see about them. Saw Riel, who said that it was “merely a matter of
form,” but he wished to know ¢ if the duties had been paid,” and * there were no arms in
the cases.” The Doctor answered, ¢ No, there were no arms.” Riel, however, accompanied
the Doctor to his store, for the purpose of examining them. On entering the store, Riel
said, ¢ Are these all your goods ¢” Doctor replied, *No, Government property,” Riel
then said, “ By-the-bye, thdt reminds me I may as well take an inventory of them in
case any parties should remove any portion, and it would be laid to us.” In the mean-
time, an armed guard of four.men had come up (as Dr. S. says, “a sly mode of getting
access to the store.”) Riel put two of them in charge, and went off intending to return.
‘While he was away, the Doctor Aired the guard, for sixpence apisce, to assist in carrying
the cases into the house. They left their arms in the store, and accordingly went to
work for the Doctor. While they were so employed, the Doctor sent Smith, who removed
the arms and locked up the store. Riel returned some couple of hours afterwards. and
found his guard “ shouldering cases.” He demanded entrance to the store, after soundly
rating his men. The Doctor refused, and told them he would have to use force :—this ke
repeated. Finally, the key was obtained by them from Smith. The Doctor then put his
back, to the door, and refused entrance unless. Riel promised, upon his honor, not to remove
anything,—which Riel did. The Doctor further says that, at this moment (that is after
they had entered the store), Hallett showed his nose round the corner, when Riel, all at
once, came to the conclusion that it was rather late to take the inventory, and left an
armed guard on the door. It was at this time, while they were coming out of the
Doctor’s store, that we arrived on the scene. o

Now, there are Canadians here willing to protect the property of Canada, and remove
the stores to the Stone Fort for safe keeping. We propose the following plan :—We (the
Canadians) to proceed in a party of twenty or thirty with hired sleighs, to be procured-.
in the Scotch Settlement, and go to .Schultz’s store about noon and remove them (the
stores) down to the Stome Fori, and leave (armed of course), in charge. If we
meet opposition, we will deferd the stores and remove them against all comers. This
will have the effect, perhaps, of precipitating matters. On the other hand, if #Zey remove
these provisions, which no doubst is their intention, you will at once see that they have
gained a very important advantage over the loyal inhabitants by the possession of these
stores. Hallett says, that he, individually, will_ stand by us and assist. We await the
advice and instructions of the Governor fo act. This will also give us an excuse to occupy
the Stone Fort, where a large amount of ammunition is stored.

Your most obedient Servant,
: D. A GgaxT.

P.S.—Tt is understood that, if we act in this matter, we act upon our own respon-
sibility. Not wishing to compromise authority, we only desire to have advice, '

(B)

D. A. Grant, Esq., Fort Garry.

My DEar Sig,—I trust this will reach you safely and in good time. The Governor
has determined 1o retain the bearer of your letter for reasons which will be apparent soon.
I should have been with you again long before now, but that the Governor required me
to remain here for a purpose of which you will soon also be aware. With regard to the
provisions and public ;;%erty which you say are in danger of being.seized by a band of
lawless men, and removed from the custody of those who have been intrusted with them,
I am instructed to convey Mr. McDougall’'s orders, as follows :—

1st. Apply to the local authorities for a sufficient police or other force to prevent it.

2nd. If this is refused, or if no such force can be had, apply to Governor McTavish,
or the officer in cherge of the Stone Fort, for permission to store the property there for

Pemsiva, 25th November, 1869,
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safe keeping, and ask him to give you authority to guard and defend it by the voluntary
aid of the law-abiding inhabitants. - ,
3rd. If this permission to store in the Fort is granted, remove the provisions, &c.,
there, and hire a sufficient number of pérsons to remove and defend it against all illegal
attempts at appropriation, :
4th. But in the event of a seizure, or attempt at seizure, by a considerable force of
-armed men, either before or during the removal above suggesttd and authorised, you are
advised mnot to risk a collision which may «cause bloodshed, unless the local authorities
shall have sanctioned the organization of an armed force for the purpose of protecting the
roperty. - c o
Prop Mr. McDougall has written to Governor McTavish on the subject, and asked his
interference on your written demand.

Believe me, dear Mr. Grant, truly yours,
J. S. Dexnnis.

(€)

Wm. McTavish, Esq., .
Governor, dec., Hudson's Bay Company.

. My DEear_Sir,—The agents of the Dominion Government, in charge of the pro-
‘visions and other public property of the Government, now at Winnipeg, have represented
to me that an armed party of lawless persons have attempted to seize and appropriate it.
They have asked for instructions from me, and have suggested that this property be

" removed, under escort if necessary, to the Stone Fort for safe keeping.

I have instructed Colonel Dennis to communicate the following as my directions (see
lIotter to My, Grant, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th).

May I request that you'will give Mr. Grant and Mr. Snow, and any other persons
who may have in lawful custody any of this property, such assistance as you can command
to protect it from molestation by the lawless persons referreg. to. If in your judgment
the proposal to remove it to the Stone Fort, and to protect it there in the way proposed
by the persons who will apply to you, is feasible and under the circumstances advisable, I
should feel obliged if you would give them the desired authority.

I leave the matter for the present entirely in your hands.

I have the honor, &c.,
Wy, McDouGALL.

PrusiNa, November 24th, 1869.

-

(Telegram.)
ToroNTO, 15th December, 1869.
Hon. Sir J. 4. Macdonald.

St, Paul, Minn. 15th.—Private letter just received from Pembina, gives the following
information :—

The Rebels have placed Governor McTavish under close guard, on account of his
recent Proclamation, advising them to lay down their arms and submit to the Government.
In meantime they continue to issue rations with ‘a regularity which is making serious
inroads upon the Hudson Bay goods at Fort Gairy and outposts. ' ,

Captain Cameron, of Governor McDougalls party, attempted to go into Fort Garry,
but was confronted at the gate by a sentinel, who, with the assistance of a sergeant, forced
{{im back upon American soil, and upon pain of being shot, was forbidden to re-enter the
mes. T

FE. P. DwiGHT.
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DEPARTMENT OF SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROVINCES.

° - O1rAWA, 17th December, 1869.
The Honorable Wm. McDougall, C.B., Pembina.

Received by Sir,—Your despatch of the 29th November 1eached this office on the
thecfimfomblz 15th instant, and created some apprehensxon, that you were about to issue
Wm. McDou- a Proclamation, announcing the formal transfer of the Territory, which has
@e%bzfth De- not yet taken place, and %o organiza or countenance movements, which,
¢ however well intended, would hzve been without the sanction of law.

- The receipt of the papers, A. B. C,, Whlch did not come to hand till the following day,
relieved this anxiety, and I have now to.convey to you the satisfaction with which the
numbered paragraphs in the paper marked “B” were read by the Governor General
and Council.

The despatches sent to you on the 19th and 29th November, and 7th, 8th, 10th, and
11th of December, will, before this reaches you, have explained the views taken by this
Government of ‘the situation of affairs in the North-West, and the nature of the
¢orrespondence with the Imperial Government which has not yet closed. No notice has
yet been received here of the issue of the Queen’s Proclamation annexing the country to
Canada, or of the payment of the purchase money. By this day’s mail an elaborate
Minute of Council goes to England.

You will, until further advised, abstain from all movements in excess of your
authority, and do nothing by‘which the Governor and officers of the Hudson’s  Bay Company
may be relieved of the responsibility which now rests upon them.

Should any telegraphic notice of the issue of the Queen’s Proclamation reach you, I
am commanded to desire that you will refrain from any action thereupon until you receive
a copy of the Proclamatlon through this office.

- I have, &ec.,
- Josepr Howe,

Secretary of State for the Provinces.

Larose’'s FarM, Pevepina, U. S.

December 2nd, 1869.
The Honorable Joseplh Howe, Secretary of State, &e., Ottawa.

SIr,—By the last mail, dnder date 29th November, I reported that I
o was still at this place, and that T had neither received official instruction for
of State forthe my guidance after assuming the Govérnment of the North-West Territeries
%&“’?S&gglsth nor any notice of the passing of the Order of Her Majesty in Counecil for
the transfer of the North-West Territory to the Dominion. Ialscdetailedat
some length, the events which had occurred during my previous report, and indicated some
of the measures. I had prepared and proposed to adopt, on and after the Ist December. I
also enclosed, in a separate letter, copies of correspondence respecting the Government
- Stores at Fort Garry, and the steps I recommended to be taken for their protéetion. I
hope thege letters have reached Ottawa safely, and assuming they have, I proceed to detail,
Vbriefly what has since occurred.

Fearing, from information I received, that my messenger with copies of the
Proclamation announcing the first of December, as the date of transfer of authority from
the Hudson’s Bay Company to the Dominion had been intercepted, I entrusted additional
copies in English and French to Colonel Dennis, who, with a trusty guide, started on the
night of the 29th dltinmio (the coldest night we have yet expenenced), for Fort Garry. I
also commissioned him to act as my “ Iaeutenant and as a ¢ Conservator of the Peace,” in
arraying the loyal inhabitants in defence of law and order. I gave him large powers and
as he is fully aware of my v1ews and plans, and the nature of the a,uthonty under which

Received by
the S



he is to act, and is, morever, acquainted with the leading men of the Settlement,—stands
well in ‘their estimation, and knows the country. I have every confidence that he will
execute his orders with promptltude, discretion, and success. I do not deem it prudent
to forward by this mail a copy of my Commission to him, as there is some danger that it
might go in a wrong direction.

It will be seen from the paper “A” herewnh that the English and Scotch. settlers
and half-breeds, have at last discovered that they must choose between Riel and his
American allies and advisers, and the authority of Her Majesty and the Canadian
Government. Meetings have been held, with more. or less secrecy in all the parishes,
except those exclusively French, and a “ Committee of Public Safety” organized. The’

movement has been much aided by the Canadians connected with the road and _survey,
the only persons of intelligence and apparent authority. to whom the poor but well
dlsposed settlers could look for advice. Mr. James Ross, a Scotch half-breed, recently
from Canada, and mentioned in a previous report, as apparently in the confidende of the
malcontents, has been exceedingly active in refuting the false stories that certain
influential traders and other #raitors have besn busy in cucula.tmo' Captain Boulton, who
was present at the meeting of the representatives of three pa.nshes when the enclosed
letter to me was agreed upon, has alsy shown zeal and discretion, as well as courage in his
efforts to arouse the loyal people of the Settlement. Colonel Dennis was charged with
my answer to these people, in the shape of a Commission, which on and after the first
Decembe;, he could make known to them. The Proclamation itself, so anxiously looked
for by the friends of Canada, will, I trust, settle all doubts in the minds of the well-
disposed, and dispel the fa.lse, preposterous, but nevertheless dangerous rumours, sent out
from day to day by the conspirators. One point of considerable importance in the minds
of the English and Scotch settlers—hinted atin the enclosed paper, but more explicitly
stated in other messages which have reached me—is the view which will be taken by
Government of the claims of Loyalists serving against the Rebels for any losses to person
and property which may result. I have not ventured to make a specific answer to this
question, as any rule on the subject would be liable to abuse, but I have told Colonel
Dennis to assure those who agree to serve under his order, that the Government will
treat them in the same way, and with the same liberality as in Canada, or iny other parts
of the empire. I have, morever, authorized him to allow the same rates of pay, &c., as
are allowed under the Canada Militia Act, to Volunteers called out in aid of the civil
power.

Yesterday evening, after finding that the road was clear, I took with me Messrs.
Richards and Provencher and four others of my party, and proceeded to the Hudson’s Bay
Company’s Post near Pembina, and in order to execute on British "soil,-and so far in a
public manner, the Proclamation and other documents which are to ta.ke effect . within the )
Territory. I have resolved to do no official act 'on American soil, and bave made arrange-
ments to occupy the Hudson Bay Company’s Post, and if necessary repel by force the attack
of any such party as the one that drove usfrom it on the 3rd of November. Iiis surround-
ed by a high fence, and witlf a little improvement may be defended against a covsiderable
force, by a few resolite men with breech-loading rifles. Fortuna.tely we have with us a
few such rifles und a small supply of ammunition. 'We number about 4 dozen, and are
all good shots. I shall not openly take this position and attitude unless I hear from
Colonel Defnis that he has a force in the field and is thus given Riel and lus party some-
thing to do at Fort Garzy. In the meantime we go to and from the Post” well armed
and prepared againt surprise. The American officials and ex-officials here are a little less
jubilant and swaggering in their tone since they have found that the English, Scotch, and
Indians have refused to join Riel, and tha.t resistance is being orO'a.mzed T enclose a
slip, cut from a St. Paul's newspaper, whiéh shews the feelings and de51gns of these people.
They assume in their correspondence the air of lookers-on merely, but they are in truth
the chief counsellors and directors of the movement. Stuttsman is still at Fort Garry,
but will probatly move south very speedily when the loyal settlers with Colonel Dennis
at their head come upon the scene.

1]
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I bave heard . from Fort Garry, of the safe arrival of the letters conveying my
instructions in regard to the Government provisions. Riel had made two or three
attempts to remove them,-and had pointed two of the guns of tLe Fort on Dr. Schultz’s
warehouse, in which a portion of them are stored, in anticipation of resistance, but .the
firm attitude of the Capadians and others in the vicinity seems to have induced Riel
to postpone his threateried seizure. I hope no collision has taken place over these
stores, as such an event might prejudice the movement progressing so favorably in the
English and Scotch Parishes.

I enclose (paper “B”) copy of a second Proclamation which I deemed it my
duty to issue. Ihope I am right in using the name of Her Majesty as prominently
as I have done. The leaders of this movement huve studiously represented that they
were only resisting the aggressions of Canada and not the authority of the Crown.
Tt is necessary to meet them on this point explicity and promptly. |

Anxiously awaiting some official directions and information from you,

I have the honor to be, Sir,
. Ycur obedient servant,
‘Wu. McDougALL.

<« A.’I
(To the Honorable Mr. McDougall.

Sir,—We, influential members of the English speaking population and loyal subjects
of the British- Crown, have heard that you are appointed Governor of this Territory, but
we have had no certain or official information that such is the case, in fact we don’t know
officially that any change has taken place in the constitution of this country. Under
these circumstances, there is'no certainty of movement or any chance of co-operation.
‘We will be glad to be informed, -officially, what is the position of affairs; what are the -
intentions of the Canadian Government, and what support will be given by Government.

Circumstances are such that names cannot be given; at least it is not advisable, but

*»

# * will testify to the genuineness of this communication.

Nov. 27th.
To the Honorable Mr. MeDougall.
S1r,—I am requested to certify and sign this to the effect that it is a communication
from the representatives of three parishes in this settlement.

(“B.")
[LS]

Tae NorTH-WEST PERRITORIES.

By His Excellency, the Honorable William 3cDougall, & Member of Her Majesty’s Privy
Council for Canada, and Companion of the Mosi Honorable Order of the Baih,
Lieutenant Governor of the North-West Terriiories, &c., &e., &e.

To all whom these Presents shall come—GREETING :—
A PROCLAMATION‘! I

‘WaEeRrEAs, Her Majesty TrE Qurey, by Letters Patent, under the Great Seal of the
Dominion. of Canada, bearing date the twenty-ninth day of September, in the year of Our
Lord one thousand eight hundred ‘and sixfy-nine, in the thirty-third year of Her Majesty’s
Reign, has been graciously pleased to constitute and appoint me, on, from and after the
day to be named by Her -Majesty; for the admission of Rupert’s Land and the North-
Western Territory into the Union or Dominion of Canada, to be LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
in and over The North-West Territories, during Her Majesty’s pleasure, and did thereby
authorize and empower and require and command me, on, from and after the day aforesaid,
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to do and execute all thmgs n due manner that shall belong to my said command and the
trust reposed in me, according to the several powers and mstructlons granted or appointed
me by that, Her MaJesty’s Comnnssmn and of the Act of Parliament passed in the
thirty-second year of Her Majesty’s Reign, intituled, “An Act for the Temporary Govern-
ment of Rupeit’s Land and the North- Western Temtory when united with Canada,” and
the instructions given me with such Commission, or by such further instructions as may
hereafter be given me in respect of the North-West Territories and the Government
thereof, by Her Majesty’'s Governor General in Council, under his sign manual, or through
one of Her Majesty's Privy Council of Canada, and accordmc to such laws as are now, and
shall hereafter be in force in the said Norih-West Territories.

And Whereas, Her Majesty has declared and named the first day of December instant,
as the day for the admission of Rupert’s Land and the North-Western Territory into the
Union and Dominion of Caneda; And Whereas, by virtue and in pursuance of “The
British North America Act, 1867”; “The Rupert’s Land Act, 1868,” the said “Act for
the Temporary Government of Rupert’s Land and the North-Western Territory, when
united with Canada,” and the said Declaration and Order of Her Majesty, Rupert’s Land
and the North-Westérn Territory have been admitted into Union with, and have become
and are now part of the Dominion of Canada, and are henceforth to be styled and known
as “The North-West Terrilories.”

Now Know Ye, that I have thought fit to issue this Proclamation, to make known
Her Majesty’s said appointment to all officers, magistrates, subjects of Her Majesty, and
others within the said “Z%e North-West Territories”;—and I do hereby require and
command that all and singular, the public officers and functionaries, holding office in

“Rupert’s Land, and the North-Western Territory, at the time of their admission into the
Union as aforesaid, excepting the public officer or functionary at the head of the Admin-
istration of aﬁ‘a.us, do continue in the execution of their several and respective offices,
duties, places and employments, until otherwise ordered by me, under the authority of the
said last mentioned Act; and I do hereby further require and command that all Her
Majesty’s loving subJects, and all others whom it may concern, do take notice and govern

- themselves accordm01v

Given under my hand and Seal-at-arms, at Red Rwer, in the sa:Ld Territories, this

Second day of December, in the year of Our Lord, One thousand eight hundred
and sixty-nine, and in the Thlrty-th.rd year of Her Majesty’s Relon

Wnu. McDouGALL.

By Command.
J. A. N. PrOVENCEER,

Secretary.

(I have asked Mr. Provencher to sign as Secretary, his formal appointment depend-
ing upon the course of events, and the requirements of the Act.}

‘Wu. McDougarLL.

Eatracts from St. Paul “Daily Press,)’ November 21st, referred to i Mr. McDougall's
letter of 2nd .December

(1) ( Letter from Fort Garry).

. ‘WINNIPEG, November 6th 1869.

Stirring events are in progres here. This settlement is resolved to be indeperident of |
the Canadian Domunon, and the Revolution has begun. The French settlers took the
initiative ; but are in full accord, in this respect, with “the rest of the settlers.  On.-October
20th and ‘715’6 about; two hundred armed men were sworn in to liberate, as their expres-
sion is, the country. At present there are siz Aundred men in arms and sworn in, which
number will not be increased till next spring, when they will muster in about three



78

thousand troops. Oz November 2nd a detachment occupisd Fo:t Garry, which they now
bold. Thzir discipline is exemplary, and is no$ surpass2d or equalled by any troops T ever
saw. To judge from present appearances, the whole Settlement will soon wheel into line
to keep the Canadians out. I think they may be successsful. The country is very easily
defended, except against troops coming through: Minnesota and Dakota. - But'it is not
believed possible that our Government will allow Canadian troops to pass over ‘that rcute.
The consequences would be fearful. The French half-beeeds, seven thousand in number,
that is, one half of the population of the settlement, would desert their home-steads, join
the Indians on the plains, and carry ona war that would annihilate this settlement. ~ Any
attempt ‘ab coercion would occasion a wide-spread destruction of l:fe and property ; and
such an actef -hostility to the half-nomadic population of this region on the part of our
Government as would be-implied in passing a Canadian army over American soil to make
war on this people, would draw down their vengeance, and all the horrers of an Indian and
a half-breed war upon the frontier settlements -of Minnesota and Dakota. It is, therefore,
of grave cousequence to the safety of ‘ths American border, that our Government shoyld not
leaguié itself with' the Canadian Government in the attempt to subjugate this people. Let
no-such concession he made to Canada, and all will be vight. - At the next Srssion of the
Canadian Parliament, the opposition is likely to be in the majority, and will probably
repeal the act purchasing this Territory, At any' rate, they will'vote neither men nor
money to carry on'a war or conquest against its inhabitants. Events of vast impor-
tance depand on -the policy of the United States Government in this matter. These
even's will disclose themselves in the near future. It is not my business to predict, but
to record, and I leave them to your-best conjectures. ' e
T C R Praarca.

-

&) ' . (Z;ﬁgr Jrom Pembina. )

_ Peuriva, November 8th, 1869.

n Tuesday, the 2nd instant, the Red River troops took quite possession of Fort
Garry and the Government House. Winnipeg is under martial law. = No soldiar is per-
mitted to take a drop ‘of spirits. . The most stringent discipline is observed. If a citizen
or outsider is found drunk o disorderly he is promp'ly arrested aad confined unti! sober
and quiet. v : :

" Never before has thers been such complete order, and never before has thers been
such perfect szcurity to person and property in the Red River settlemanis, a3 at the present
time. The expalled Cunadian oficials are skill encamped near Pembina. Tasy are
building, and seam determinsd to go inbtd winter quarters here. The Hon. J. A. N. Pro-
vencher, Member of the Council, and Territorial Secrstary, is dispss:d to gq, home in
disgust™; “but His Exceilsnzy Governor McDoagall will n»% eonssat thoreto. The
Governor has callel upon the Canadian Governmens for troops, &c., and, iaasmuch as it is

" impossible t> import them vig any other route, permission to pass them through United
States territory will be requested.
But it is to'be hopad thas our governmenb will no$ disgracs itself, anl bring civil
war upon ths R2d River p2opls by granting such an uareazonasle raquest,

" The p2ople beiag united, no civil war oin exis; uxtil cosrzion be ass3mpied ; aad, if
our G;)va.rnmsnt very wiszly declines said requast, cosrcion is ou’ of the qusstion, and; so
loag as civil war doss nos exist, the rights of parson and proparsy will b3 raspected.

- The Amoarican residents remain non-commitbal ; but, should is uniortunately coms to
blows, thay, to a man, will’bs found in the froat ranks of th2 citizan 1ryops. st
Captain Camoaroa, oa2 of tha Govarno:’s law-maksrs, a half-witied uafortunate, pro-
posss $0-fiead 400 Cagadians (when a3y arrive) and pemstrats the tarritory as far as Lake
Winnipaz! Should ta0se 40 sol iers be as brainless as tas propased “liexd,”. the pene
‘adion would not be great. - v T O EEOEE s e
12¢—10

Sl



T4

The follow1n°‘ are the names s and official character of the expelled officials :
His Excellency ‘Wm. McDougall, Governor. v
A. N, Richards, Attorney-General and Member of the Council.
Capt. Cameron, Member of Council and Penetrator.
Alexander Begg, Collector of Customs.
Col. Dennis, Surveyor General.
- Dr. Jackes, Councilman and Pill Driver.
Frank McDougall, John Connor, J. F, Snow, and others, subordinates.
I am sorry to inform you that Governor McTamsh is very ill, and not expected to

Tecover.
SPECTATOR.

(3) . ( Further from Pembina.)
- - PeMBiNa, Nov. 6th, 1869.
As your readers may not get tired of hearing news about the insurrection of the Red
River Settlement, B. N. A., I will inform them tha it is now in full vigor. We received
information this morning, by the mail-carrier, that the Insurrechona.ry forces took pos-
session of Fort Garry, without any resistance, last Tuesday, the 2nd inst., and are now
completing the organization of their provisional Government, to supercede the Government
. de facto of the Hudson’s Bay Company.
I stated, in my last correspondence, that Mr. McDougall and suite were to leave
. Pembina on that day, for the Dominion of Canada, but I would inform you now that his
horses, needing rest, he concluded to take his quarters in our peaceable locality, until the
troubles at Garry have subsided, or his quadrupeds get able to carry his future Excellency
further on. The prevailing opinion, however, is-that. he will have to winter, not in the
land of pemmican, but breathe the air of freedom, liberty and independence, our good
country has been endowed with, till next spring.

" The other day His Excellency, fo be, was at Frank Rose’s, one mile above this point,
examining claims lying on the west side of the Red River of the North, making, in the
meantime, many inquiries about our Government surveys, leaving our citizens to infer
that he is going to take a homestead in our blessed territory of liberty.

It might be well to observe also that, so far, the Insurrectionists have behaved ih an
exemplary manner. Life, property, decorum, moral discipline, sobriety, and everything
desirable, have been strictly observed. —"When Mr. McDougall and suite were driven out
of their country, boys attached to his party, exchanged words rather harsh, but the guard
took them ooolly, and replied very politely. The Insurrectionary forces number now
between five and six hundred. '

. : , PeuBINa.

( Telegram.) §
St. PauL, MINNESOTA,
) 17th December, 1869.
Hon. Joseph Howe. o .
Sceretary of State.

I have just received news that Colonel Dennis, Surveyor Genera.l has succeeded in
raising and arming some two hundred (200) Swampy Indians, and a number of their
Enghsh half-breed relations—that they have garrisoned the Stone Fort—that McDougall
has organized another force of the hostile Sioux of Portagela Prairie, under the lead of
Ganadla.n.s and that as soon as these forces form a Junctmn, they will marck on the In-
surgent’s force at and near Fort Garry. General Riel has calied in his reserve of French
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half breeds, who were temporarily absent. Over three hundred (300) men reported at

head-quartgrs within a few hours from issuing the call, and a collision wae hourly expected

at the date of my advice. - . ‘
J. A. WrERLOCK.

( Telegram. ) ,
ToroNToO, 18th December, 1869.
To Ser Jokn Macdonald, ' :

Letter dated Pembina, December 6th. says : The Red River mail, just in, brings the

most exciting news, Governor McDougall hasisucceeded in raising a body of Indians who
are marching to the Stone Fort under Cotonel Dennis, and it's feared (%) collision has al-
ready ‘taken place. The writer says, mail is just closing, and no time to write further

particulars. A letter, same date, from Governor McDougall, says, on December the first

the Government of the Queen was announced through its Canadian representatives. On
same day a force of loyal men occupied Stone Fort, and the loyal white and half-breeds
began rapidly to rally and organize. ~The insurgents were beginning to disperse, and had
~withdrawn their forces from the printing office and other places in the Winnipeg. Riel,
the chief of insurgents, still remained in’ possession of Fort Garry with four hundred of
his followers. Another letter says: mail just in from Garry, brings news that Colonel
Dennis has a force of 300 men, consisting of Swampy Indians and their half-breeds rela-

tions, that fhey have garrisoned the Stone Fort, and are expected to form junction with -

Canadians and Sioux of Portage la Prairie, and march against insurgents at Fort Garry.
Riel had called in his reserves who were temporarily absent, and three hundred (300) men
reported at his head-quarters in few hours after issuing the call. A collision was soon
looked for. The reports current that MecTavish had been taken by insurgents from his
sick bed, and together with his subordinates, confined in prison, and that Insurgents had
helped themselves to property of Hudson’s Bay Company, was not generally believed. The
St. Paul's Press of this morning, editorial, on Red River trouble, says: ¢ Governor Me-
Dougall has assumed-a fearful responsibility in thus subjecting the Settlement to the
terrible risk involved in Indian war. It is but just to say that, as our correspondents at
Pembina evirces a natural sympathy for the Insurgents, and obtains their information
doubtless from Insurgent’s side, it is possible they may be to some extent misled. We
publish, of course, only such information as we get, and must necessarily base our remarks

on the state of affairs as presented to us. There are grounds for belief that McDougall is’

entering into Indian trouble without consultation with Canadian Government, as it is

stated in Ottawa despatch of yesterday, that Dominion Government may not complete
purchase of North-West till Spring.” ’

' H. P. Dwicar.

e——

PeuBiNa, 6th December, 1869.

The Honorable Joseph Howe, Secretary of State, dc.,
- Ottawa.,

f}f: esi",edt by S1r,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of

' of State for it the 19th November, transmitted under cover from St. Paul to the Deputy
Provinces,24th Collector of this Port.

December. It is very satisfactory to me to find that the Privy Council entirely

. approves of my conduct under the trying circumstances in which I was

placed, on my entrance into the North-West Territories. The events and the difficulties

>

with which I have had to deal since the date of the letter to which your despatch isa -

" reply, have been very fully detailed in the reports I have had the honor to forward to
you, and I hope my conduct may, in all these difficult circumstances, be found to have
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equally deserved the a.nprobm‘ion of His Excellency in Council. Tb» large discretion and
“freedom of action,” which almost of nesessity have Lean allowed to ma, I have endea-
voural to_exareis» t5 the be3s of my ability in the intarests of the Canadian Governient,
and for the maintenance of tho auuhonty of the Crown in this part of the Dominion.

It is not easy, amid the confusion and discomforts of camp life, and ths building of
winter quarters on the Prairie in November, to make a clear and adequate statement, of
all the facts and circumstances which have, from day to day, formed the basis of judgment,
or supplied the motives for action. I trust, however, that the papers, letters and reports
I have forwarded. wish .my owa obssrvations, have enabdlad th: Privy Couneil to
understand the diffizulties of ths situation, if not in every case to pronounce as to the best
means available for overcoming them.

... T eaclose herewith (mmmel “2 A,") Colonel Dennis’s first report, from his Head
Qua.rt_ers, 2t the Stone Fort, 15 miles below Fors Ga,rry A reference to one of Mr.
Daswson’s maps will show his position, and its reldtion to the other places mentioned in his
report. . In my despatch of the 2nd inst., I stated the purpose for which he was sent, and
in general terms th° powers I had given him. It appears he found that the En'rhsﬁ and
Scotch half- bleeds and the Indians of the mission, as well as a considerable number of
the French half-br eeds were ripe for a movement in support of order and authority.
From a confidential report, by a person who had uccess to Riel’s Ceuneil, T learn that the
news of this mavamsnb at the Shone I’aw, and the realing of my Proclamation (which
was opportunely - produced and read in their meeting on VVedneslay) had a most tran-
quillizing effect. Reil said “this putsa different face on the matter,” and, as my informant
says, “expressed much loyalty.” He appea‘ed to the English delemﬁes (some of whom
still remained in his convention to watch its proceedings) to “help them peaceably to O'et
their rights.” - The Engiish dema,nde:l a statement in writing of “what these rights were.”
The French said they must have an hour to consider. At the expiration of the hour they .
presented a papar, of which a copy is enclosed, mavked 2 B.” The English refused to
Jbe parties to this demand, alleging that the Proclammmon showed they bad no right to
make it—that they must cmccept the new Gover nment, and trust that all they could ; justly
ask; would be granted. . Riel was indignant at their refus al to join in a deputation to me,
with his u/tunatum and declared he would bear it himself. Nothing, however, .was
decided up to Thursday at noon. Riel’s armed guards were withdraw from the town after
the posting of the Proclamation, and also from the store house containing the Grovernment
prov1swns Fort Garry was still held L by a force of 30 or 40 men.

T.enclose (papar %2 C.”) a letter of a private character, from Mr. Mair, which 1 men-
tmns some further particulars ; it also confirms soma of the statements I have detailad on
the authority of their correspondents. .

- I feel very confident that this prompt dlspla.y of vwour and the determmatxon to
asmsJ, and mainain by forze, if need be, the author ity ot the naw Government, from the
day and hour of its expacted birth, will inspire all the inhabitants of the Terntorv with
respect for your representative, and compel the traitors and consplrators to ery “God save
the Quesn,” or beat a hasty retreat. The ‘Prims Conspirator” Stuttsman, as I anticipated
in my Jast despatch, did not wait for Col. Dennis to get his hands upon him, but made his
appearance hers the day after the Proclamation was 1ssued very subdued and crestfallen.

1 notice the remark in your despatch that I can “claim or assert no authori ity in the
Hudson'’s Bay Territory, until the Queen’s Proclamstion reaches me through this (your)
office.” If I had so read my Commission and the Acts of Parliament, the Reael Govern-
ment would have heen formally inaugurated during the interregnum which must havs
occurred betwzen ths 1st Dacember (thcL the Rn‘oels as well as tho Hudson’s  Bay
OQmpmy s .agefits knaw and believed to be the date of the tmnsfe“) and the tim when
your messenzer cotld re sach me. 3, probably, would have met me a$ St. Cloud or St.
Paul, if I had livel to geb so far, with no disposition of power 10 return without &n ariny
at m7 back. You can 1ul 2o from the tone of the American newspapsrs, and ths action
of tha_ mela, ure of Ming ota at ity la.su Session, (extract “2 D”) to siy nothing of the
Fenians; who Hiave their einissaries Hérs and at Fort Garry, what facilities wotld ba § given
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for the transportation of a Canadian force in such an event as that stated. My conviction
13, that we would have had to fight at a much later date, and at a great disadvantage, a

different enemy frem that whlch now melts away Lefore a Proc’amahon, and &
“Conservator of the Peace.”

I shall await the arrival of your messenger, before -taking the oaths of oﬁice, or
perfomunv any, but, necess%“y acts for the protection of life a.nd property. I must trust
that the sam$ necessity wiil be my justification, if I have committed an error, in assuming
that the transfer of the Teriitory to thé Dominion, did actually take place on the lst

. Décember, and that my Commission, came into forea at the same time.

I have, &c.,
. o Wit. McDouGALL,

* ——r————

(42 A7) ]
StoNe ForT, LoWER SETTLEMENT,

December 2nd, 5 p.ar.
Honomble William Mcl)ougall C. B Lieut-Governor, Pembina.

My Dear Mr. McDoveart,—I arrived at William Hallett’s on the Assinniboine at
5 a.m. yesterday morning, after a more than usually disagresable. trip. T immediately
sent up for ¥ ¥ ¥ and ¢ %% w‘)o came down shortly after. T
gathered, from their conversz,tmn, that there was little doubt that public sentiment would
now sustain a movement to put pown by force of arms the refractory French. At the
same time, it was clear that, personally, they deprecated a movement in that direction,
fearing that peopls like themsalves, of large property, would suffer much ‘injury, should
hostilities ensue. * * I found, of opinion, that the public would now raspond to a call.

I réad my Commission, as also the Proclamation, one of the English copies of which
Tgaveto Mr. * * +to b produced at the meeting with the In.urgents, and then came
to the village.

On iy way up, I should have mentloned I spent a couple of hours with Mr, * * |
fmd was pleased to find that his views of the situation, as regards the feelings of h1s people,
had nndergone considerable changes, so much so that he Thad been busymo' hLmel , for the
last few days, in visiting amoag his people, and making a list of thoss who were wﬂlmo'
to take up arms affalnst Riel’s party. These, he told me, amounted to ninety-six. i
arranged with him that should I find the same feeling to exist among the Scotch and
Enchsh I would let him know when he wis to organizs his men, and hold himsslf in
readmess for orders.

I found an uneasy and efcited state of feeling in the village.  Dr. Schultz felt that
himself, and family, and property, so he told me, were in 1mmm°nt danger, and advised
me not to be seen ‘about the village, and to get out of it as soon as possxble, or I would
assuredly be made a prisoner. After seeing Mr. * * andother Canadians, and showing
thiem my Commission, I left for the purpose of satisfying myself further as to public opinion
in the Settlement.

* :'F' * * % % % * %

By. this time it was 6 o'clock P. M., and I came. on, introduced myself to Mr. Flett
the master of this Fort, showed him my Commission, and took possession. He was very
kind, and showed every desire to further the object in view ; placed one large building
entlrely at my disposal, and undertook at once to see to the hghtmv and hea,tmfr of it.

By eight o'clock there were some 70 young men assembled in a large room in an
uppér part of this building, and one of the gentlemsn gave them an hour’s drill..

I read the Queen’s Proclamation to them, which was enthusiastically received. -A°
guard for the Fort voluntezered for the night from those present, which was increased by
& reinforcament from Chief Prince’s band of some 70 men to 120 men, I have sent the
Indians ho ne, all but 50, who, with the chief, I have retained for the present, to serve as
& permitnieht §uard to the Fort, I proposed to avail myself of their services in that way,

-
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rather than by allowing the Indian element to be mixed up in any actual fighting just at
resent.

P There was an excellent feeling exhibited by these poor men. They cheered, and fired

off their guns enthusiasticilly, on being called upon to cheer the Queen, and a distribution

of provisions and tobacco sent them away happy.

The chief relieves his guard without the imposing ceremony observable among regular
soldiers; but I doubt not, nevertheless, it will take a very active enemy to get into the Fort,
without the knowledge of the red-skinned sentries.

This place is capable of easy defence against anything but artillery, and it must have
been nothing but fear of arousing the English half-breeds that prevented its being seized
and occupied by the Insurgents.

I have taken pains to make known to-day, through the Settlement, my presence here ;
and that my intention is to raise a force from among the people with which to enforce a
restoration of public order, and I expect a response of from one to two hundred people
this evening, when I shsll commence to enrol and orga..ize.

I ind Major Boulton of great service, and have called in Mr. Hart's party,
with a view to using himself and other members of his party, whe are all cadets, in drilling
and otherwise assisting.

I have ordered 20 fat cattle, which will be ready for use by Monday next, and will
have no difficulty in procuring other necessary supplies.

I have sent Mr. Webb, who is surveying up the Assinniboine, who is a volunteer
officer of very considerable experience, full instructions to proceed to the Portage withsut
delay, and there to organize four companies of 50 men each, equip and provision them, and
then report to me, drilling them, in the meantime, industriously. The other gentlemen
in his party, including Mr. Newcomb, are all cadets of the Military Schools, and I have,
therefore, divected him to take them up to assist him in diilling and organizing the
companies. I shall, fortunately, have a Military School man to command each of the
companies in the whole force. The other and subordinate officers, I will let the men
select from among themselves.

The companies will be thrown into one battalion, of which I shall take the immediate
command, with Major Boulton as second. -

I hope, and believe, your delivery from the, humiliating situation you are now in,
is a mere matter of a very short time. You had, therefore, better get things in
readiness to move in where you may be advised.

T sent Judge Black a request last evening that he would call upon me, and he
has accordingly been here a good part of the day. I wished to consult him as to the
expediency of my proclaiming Martial Law in the Territory, so as to enable me to
seize upgn Stuttsman, who still remains at Winnipeg, no doubt aiding and abetting the
Rioters. The idea of such a thing seemed to frighten him, and he begged of me to
delay it for a day or two, as he thought there was a strong hope of the Council, still,
I suppose, in Segsion (as we have not heard ‘the result) taking steps to dissolve the whole
thing. I agreed to the suggestion ; but so soon as I may have a force to back me up,.
without I am satisfied on consulting Mr. Ross that it would be undesirable, I shall take
that course. ‘ )

Should we succeed in getting hold of the prime conspirator named, I shall put him
in a strong room in this place, under the charge of my frierd Pima, the Indian Chief, and
his warriors, until he may be delivered by some due, but we shall hope, tedious course of
Law. .
1 should like to have ascertained the result of the Council referred to, before closing
this letter, but it is now six p.y. of the 2nd; and I am loth to detain the messenger
longer; as I know your anxiety to hear from me.

Believe me, dear Sir,
Sincerely yours,
) J. S. Dexnis,
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P.S.—1 have written Mr. *¥** by {his messenger, to notify his men, and then
come to me for orders; have also reported my arrival and intentions to Governor McTavish,
and sent him a copy of my Commission. 18D

(2.4B)

The Hon. Mr. McDougail,

Sir,—Having received a letter from Colonel Dennis, from the Stone Fort, where
he arrived last night, instructing me to forward a report of the proceedings of Riel's
Council, I enclose the Resclutions passed by the French delegates, without any con-
currence from the English-speaking portion of the Council.

**%% came up this afternoon for volunteers, and collected all the Canadians, to the
number of about 22. Riel got wind of the movement, and has guards on the road
to Pembina, believing it to be an arrangement to bring yourself in. I am in hopes
they will reach the Stone Fort in safety. '

Mzr. Caldwell states that Riel's Council were deserting him, and that Twenty-four
hours would settle the thing, if no blood was spilled to-night.

The Revels seized both of the printing .offices, and the Proclamation had to be
written.

WinN1PEG, December 8, 1869.

I have the honor to be, in great haste,
Your obedient Servant,
D. S. MUSKINS.

@ ——

(2 # C.”)—Wanting.
Copy of Resolutions referred to in the preceding.

1. The right to elect our own Legislature.
" 2. The Legislature to have the power to pass all laws local to the Territory over the

veto of the Executive, by a two-third vote.

3. No act of the Dominion Parliament (local to the Territory) to be binding upon
the people, until sanctioned by their representatives.

4. All sheriffs, magistrates, and school trustees, to be elected by the people.

5. A free homestead, and freehold law.

6. A portion of the public lands to be appropriated to the benefit of schools, the
building of roads, and parish buildings.

7. A guarantee to connect Winnipeg by Rail with the nearest linz of Railroad ; the
land grant for such road or roads to be subject to the Legislature of the Territory.

8. For a given number of years, all public expenses of the Terxitory, Civil, Military
and Municipal, to be paid out of the Dominion Treasury. ‘

9. The Military to be composed of the people now existing in the Territory.

10. That the French and English languages be common in the Legislature and Courts,
and all public documents, and Acts of Legislature, be printed in both languages. )

11. That the Judge of the Supreme Court speak French and English.

12. Theaties to be concluded and ratified between the Government and the several
- Tribes of Indians of the Territory, calculated to ensure peace on the Frontier. _

13. That these rights be granted to us by Mr. McDougall before he be admitted into
the Country. If he have not the power himself to grant them, he must get an Act of
Parliament passed, expressly securing us those rights, and until such Act be obtained, stay
outside the boundary line of the Territory.
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A PROPOSITION TO MR. McDOUGALL.

ST. PAUL “DAILY PIONEER,” NOV. 21sT.
[2. D)

The distinguished Canadian gentleman, now sojourning at Pembina, will probably
, have leisure in his winter quarters to consider thié best means of establishing his authority
“at Selkirk, upon sure foundations. And it must now be apparent to a poht1c1an ‘of his
ascutnness, that it would have besn wiser, simultaneously with the negotiation between
the Hudson’s Bay Company and the Eatl of Granville, to have consulted in some form the
wishes and feslings of the party most interested—namesly, the people who have occupied
the Red River country for the last fifty ysars. Such a plebiscite would have had only-one
result: the declaration would hove besn almost unanimous for the Canadian connection ;
and, in that case, Mr. McDovcaLL would have gone forwa.rd with all the sa,nctmn and
prestige of the popular voice.

The Legislature of Minnssota wers not wauting with a word of excellent advice on
this point. “We find, by reference to the General Laws of the Tenth Session, under date
of March 8, 1868, that the following Resolutions were adopted and commumcated to ‘the
Government at Washington :

ZLlesolved, By the Le:uslatura of the State of Minnescta, * & # That
we regret to be informed of a purpos3 to traunsfer the Territories between Minnesota and
Alaska to the Doninion of Canada, by an order in Council at London, without a vots of
the people of Salkirk and the settlers upon the sources of the Saskatchewan River, who
largely consist of emigrants from the United States, and we would respsctfully urge that
the President and Concrress of the United States shall represent to the Government of
Great Britain thiat such action shall be an unwarrantable interference with the principle
of self government, and cannot be regarded with indifference by the pepple of the United
States. T

¢ That the Legislature of Minnesota would rejoice to be assured that the cession of
North-West British America to the United States, accompanied by the constructic of a
Northern Pacific Railroad; ‘are regarded by Great Britain and Canada as satisfactory
puwsmns of & treaty, which shall remove all grounds of controversy between the respective
conntrles ) I : ) s

" These friendly suggsstions failed to' change the Anglo-Canadian policy, and it now
remains for the Ottawa Ministry to defermine whethar it is not still expedient to authorize
som3s formal expression by the ichabitants of Selkirk. Perhaps, also, the Canalians
might find in the proposition of a cession of the North-Wes! Territory to the United States,
a potent agency to s:zcurc access to Amsrican Markets, on terms even more satisfactory
than by the abrogated treaty of June, 185L. At presanf, even if Mr. McDoueaLL makes
his way to Forb Garry, this North-West acqusition, with "its balf-bresd and Indian
incumbrances, will be a burden and a snare to Canada ; but if" its transfer to the United
States, will assist to a commearcial union with the United States, will it not be bekter, not
only for Canada, but even for the Honorable WiLLiax McDougaLL himself, whom e
héreby nominats as the first United bta.tes Sena.tor from Selku'k o

(Telegmm )
St PAUL, Mxmsom, Decemberl th, 18 39.
To Sir Jokn A. Macdonald.

“Report credited here, Governor McTavish under arrest; situation grave, if nob
critical ; sympathy here wholly with insurgents not“at all probable :Can take in my -
wiitten documents from Ottawa’; to meet his would strengthen my hands considerably,
and not clash with McDougall's Comnnssmn ; if appointed to Privy Council, say eight
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(8) days hence. This I ask not on personal grounds, but as giving assurance to malcontents
that promisss made on the part of Governmens would be performel in gool faith. Be
assured will not comprowise Government; will be in advance of Thibault and De
Salaberry ; answer immediately telegram to Xittson; assent or dissent. Operator,
mark on the envelope. Private and confidential. '

- DoxaLp A. Smire,

Orrawa, December 17th, 1869.
PRIVATE.
To N. W. Kittson, St. Paul, Minnesota.

Smith can state his appointment as one of the Council of Territory, and inforin
McDougall to that effect.
' Jomy A. MACDONALD.

(Telegram.)
~ToroxTto, 20th December, 1869.
To Sir John A. Macdonald.

I have just received the following message from St. Paul, just as recrived, and am
informed, at same time, that the news is from Insurgent sources, which it is quite evident
is the case.

H. P. DwicH™.

St. Pavi, Mivyzsors, 20th December.

;4 News just received that a company of mounted Insargeats arrived at the Hudson's
Bay Company’s Fort, near Pembina on ths night of the 9:h insban’, and took
possassion on the 10th.  The greater part of MeDougrll's agents and emissaries,
including Schultz, Bowen, and Hallst, have bz»n capturel. Colonel Dezanis is
skulking about until he can reach American Torritory, MzDougall is absolutely
without even a faction save some filty Swamp Iadiaas, tho Balanze having desarted.
Another correspondent says : Efforts of Colonel Danals to organiss a counter revolution
have failed. The whole population is a unit. Schultz, Bowen, Major Wallace, and fifsy
others, are prisoners ; no bloo1shel. The French ualsr Riel are in undisputeld possession
of the whole country. There are sixty Swamp Indians yet in the Lower Fort who are
not intrefered with because considered harmless. It is suid MecDougall is preparing to
. come back.. Another says; Jamss McKay and family have flal to St. Joseph; on the
seventh (7th) instant, when the prisonsrs wsre takoen, more than 600 insurgents were
occupying Fort Garry. The prisoners were all taken at Di. Schultz's and armed for a
fight. Colonel Dennis has fled.

( Telegraph.)
’ _ ‘ : ToroxTo, Decombar 20th, 1869,
To Sir John A. Maszdonald. :

I have just reccived the following from St. Paul. Rad River mnils arrive at- Pembini from
- Fort Gurry by British m il Cirrier from Pembina to Aborerombie, twice a week by mossenizer,

¢nd from Abererombi: to St. Cloud, twice a week by stge, und thencz by rilrosd, arrivifig
Lere every Wednasd :y and Suturd iy,  Roturaing, it somaztimss hipooas m.ils f.il to connset
at J[’eml:oin'i:,2 throwling them-over three duys. Muil leaves St. Puul for Abercrombie every
: a—1



832

Monday and Wecnesdry and Friday morning, thenes North. I have had an interview with
* # # # # ® conecraing the troubls. M2 has no faith in
reports shat MeDougall is raising an Indian force, or that he is attempting to enter the country
by force.” Hzsiys the muss of the intellizent Rad River inhabitants feel that Cunadin
Government has ignored them to great extent, and that the recant actions of those representing
Cunada here, tendaed to strengthen the faeling, and that this is the reason there is so little
enthusiasm or strength muanifested by party who fivor McDougall. He thinks reasonable
conezssions oa the part of Cinida Governmont would quiet the Rebels, and, he believes if
Governor McDougall were given an opportunity to expl:in his mission and state his case, the
opposition to him would cease and bloodshed bs prevented; but at present the insurgents,
who are chiefly buffulo hunters in the summer, and out of employment during grester part of
winter, are not in right mood to listen to Governor MeDougull or hold interview with him.
He believes great muss of lstters published herve are from friends of insurrection, and due
allowance should be therefore made.- General Hineock, I understand, will send no troopz to
Pembina unless he receives positive inform ition that hostilities have broken out, and that the
Americin settlers on frontier are in dinger of being troubled by Indizns. It is generally
believed here that the mails at Pembiny are tampered with, and suspicion that the Postmaster
at that place sympathizes with, and favors the insurgents. '

H. P. DwieHr,

)

Telegraph.

- ( / ToroxTo, 21st December, 1869.

To Sir John A. Macdonald.
When news of difficulty first reached us, I sent a telegram to Governor McDougall,

Pembina, vid St. Paul, suggesting that he should mail to St. Puul or St. Cloud, to be

telegraphed me, any informa:tion which might beo of public interest. I bave just received the

following ; signed, W. M. D. '

(=104

PeuBINA, December 9th, vid St. Cloud, Minn.

The Governor and party are still here; Colonel Dennis is ai Stone Fort, below Fort
Garry, it is said he has seven hundred (700) men and fifty (50) Indians. Riel said to have
two or three hundred (200 or 300) men, French, in Fort G ury; no actual ccllision yet.
Governor does not believe will be any fishting. Iaglish and Scoteh Cinadians and Indians
are all loyal, and will fizht if necessary to put down Riel. Americans here frightened at
prospects of Indian war. Story that Sioux are on the war pith. The ‘same persons who
advised half-breeds to keep out Governor, now urge him to stop Indian war, and threaten him
if he don’t. He has had interview with those persons, and told them he had not authorised
Indians, but those who kindled the fire must help to put it out. Charged them with inter-
cepting Lis messages and thus preventing people knowing his wishes. Weather, fine, snow
falling to day about eight inches deep. .
H. P. DwiGHT.

( Telegrapk. )
_ , ToroNTO, December 21st, 1869.
To Sir John A. Macdonald. :

TFurther reports through insurgent sources from Pembina say, that Schuliz, Bown, Mair,
and Ross were -arrested, that Dennis was getting out of the way with his force, and_that
insurgents were to watch MceDougull's movements from the Fort, opposite Pembina.

. ) H. P. DwIGHT.
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ToroxTo, December 23rd, 1869.
To Sir John A. Macdonald.

There is a letter published this morning in the Buffulo Express, sizned John Bannister,
U.S.A., Fort Ahercrombie, December fourteenth, in which the writer ssys: “I am expecting
orders every day to proceed to Pembina, with a det:chment of soldiers to protect Government
property at that place, and to look after Governor McDougall. It having been reported here
that he has bzen enlisting troops on American soil for the purpose of foreing his way to Fort
Garry, wrich is to be the head quarters of his Government. If he can get there.”

H. P. DwieHT.

——

( Telegraph.)
SnicoE, December 20th, 1869,
To Sir John A. Macdonald.

" Beware, Sioux hereditary enemy of the Chippewas, Crees, Red River settlers, and the
Assinniboine.  MeDougail entering that country under Sioux auspices, plices the Government
against those they would coneciliite. Complication arising of a disastrous nature, and such as
I was afraid would oceur, levying unauthorised war ought to bz put a stop to at once, if
success attends Mr. McDougall, in the first instance, the hostile feeling will remain.

JAdES ERMATINGER.

Orraws, December 27th, 1869.
James Ermatinger, Esq., Simcoe. :
My Dear Siz,—Nobody here has any idea of employing’ the Sioux in the Red River
country. : .
Yours truly,
JosepE Howe.

( Telegraph. )
ToroxNTO, January 14th, 1870,
To Sir John A. Macdsnald.

Greorgetown, Minnesota, 7th, St. Cloud, 13th, Dr. Tupper, Captain Cameron and Mrs.
Cameron returned here list p.m.  Tather Thibrult and D: Suliberry were to have an audience
with the Coun=i! to explain matters. Dr. Tupper was two (2) days in Fort Garry. 800
halfbreeds had jeined Riel's standird. Rumered that large number Sioux on way to Fort
Garry. All Cunadiin parties still imprisoned, and no &izn of their being reloased.

H. P. DwicaT;

DEPARTMENT OF SECRETARY OF STATT FOR THE PROVINCIS,
Orrawa, 24th December, 1869,
To the Hon. Wm. McDougall; C.B..
Pembina.

S1r,—~-Your daspa’ch, dated Pambina, 2nd Dacamber, and ils enciosures A and B,
reached this office on the 18th instant, and wore promptly laid before the Governor
“ General in Council. '

As it would appear from these documents that you have usad: the Queen’s name
without her authority—attributed to Her Majesty acts which she has not yet performed—
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and ovganized an armzd forez within the Tervitory of the Iludson's Bay Company,
without warrant or instructicns, I am commanded to assure you that the grave occurrences
which you report have ozccasioned here great anxiety.

The exartion of wmilisary foree azainegs the misguiled p2opls now in arms, even if
ander the sanction of law, was not to be hastily riskad, considering the fearful consequences
which might ensus, were the Indians, many of them bLut recently in contact with the
white inhabitants of th> naighboaring States, drawa into ths eoalish. Bas as tha
organization and use of such a forea by you was, under the circumstances, entirely
illegal, the Governor General and -Council cannot disguisz from you the weight of
responsibility you have incurred.

Acting on the belief that the country would be quietly transferred, with the general
assent of the inhabitants, all the preparatory arrangements were made, as you were aware,
in anticipation that, on or about the 1st December, the Territory would be surrendered by
the Company to the Queen, and that thereupon, Her Majesty would issue Her Proclamation,
Sixing a day for the Union of the country with Canada.

The Proclamation, when offi :ially communicated to you, would enable you, under the
Commission ani authority given in anticipation of that event, to enter legally, upon the
appointed day, on the discharge of yonr official duties as Governor of the North West.

" In the Commission issuad on the 285h S:ptembar, you ware empowersd to enter upon
the duties of Government, only * on, from, and after the diy to be named ” in the Queen’s
Proclamation ; and in the instructions handed to you with the Commission, you are
directed to procsed to Fort Garry, and “be ready to assums ths Government of the
Territories on their actual transfer to Canada.”

That you clearly understood this limitation of authority was hoped from your letter
from Pemlina, of the 7th November, addrzssed to Governor McTavish, and communicated
to this Department, in which you say “ I shall remain here until I hear officially of the
transfer of authority, and shall then be guided Ly circumstances as to what I shall say and
do,” and because, in your leiter of the 14th Novembezr, addressed to this Department, you
thus refer to some injudicious proposal made by your friends : ¢ the recommendation that
I should issuea Proclamation, is not made for the first time, but I have uniformly replied
that until the transfer of the Territory has taken place, and I am notified of the fact, I
shall not assume any of the responsibilities of Government.”

The peaceful surrender of the country was assumed throughout the negotiations, and
this Government never claime 1 or pretended o exercise any authority within North West,
uptil invested with the Soversignty by the terms of the Queen’s Proclamation.

The transfer of the Tewritories would, no doubt, have bezen proclaimed on or about
the lst December, Lal not your report of the 31st October, and the documents which
accompanied it, changed the whole possition of affairs, and thrown upon this Government
grave responsibilities of a very novel character. In thos2 papers you represented that
serious obstruction had been opposed to your entrance into the country, that a large mumber

_ of persons were opposad to the establishment of the authority of the Dominion, that
& Provisional Government had beea formed, and the roads barricaded and guarded. That
some of the Catholic Clergy were openly abetting these movements, and that the officers
of the Hudson’s Bay Company, if not aiding the revolutionists, were unable to control
them.

Your despa‘ch was received here on the 19th November, and on the 26th those of the
Bth and 17th camsz to hand, from which it appeared that the insurrectionary movement
had still continued without cheels, and that the Hudson's Bay Officers were powerless, and
that you had been diriven out of the country.

The facts disclossd in thess despatches entirely changed the basis upon which the
negotiations, in parfect good fuith on the part of the Dominion, bhad, up to that time,
been conducted with the Hudson's Pay Company, and with the Imperial Government.

If, with the facts before them, the Canadian Government acczpted the responsibility
of ‘governing, or rather, assuminy the Government of a country that”could only be
racovered by conquest, at & vast distance from the base of operations, and which, for many
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months, could only be approached through the United States, they conld hardly justify an
act of such precipitancy to Pariiament and Lhe country ; while it is equally clear that if
you were invested wiih the Isgal title to govern without being able to get into Rupert's Land,
or exercise any authonby, the 1avolumonary Government would be streng haned by your
weakness, and would, in fact, (the Proclamation having superseded Governor McTavish)
be the only Government in the Territory until put down by force of arms,

It was a matter of nacessity then, rather than choies, to dzlay tha issus of the Queen’s
Proclamation, and it was assumed here that the necessity would be as apparent to you as
it was to the Privy Council.

To postpone the tur-ender by the Company until it was able to transfer, not ouly its
own rights, ‘but the Territory itself, to Her Majesty ; to stay the issus of the Quven’s
Proclamation, and toleave with the Hudson's Bay Company and the Imperial (Xcvernment
the obligation of enforcing order, and asserting the rights of ine Sovereign, was the
first duty of this Government ; and the Governor General and Council had hoped that this
would be as obvious to you as to them.

They had another duty, and to that they addressed themselves without delay. It
was to disabuse the minds of the people of Rupert’s Land of the erroneus impressions
under which, there was too much reason to fear, that they had acted, and to restore tran-
quillity by peaceful means. The measures taken with this view were explaiued to you in
my dispatches of the 19th and 20th November, and of the Tth, 8th, 10th, 11th, and 17th
December. In none of these despatches will there be found any warrant or authouaity for
the. proceedings reported in your despatch of the 2nd December. It is to be regratted
that they had not reached you sooner ; but the sunguine hope is entertained here that, if
no collisions have taken place, or blood been shed till you have read those despatches, and
conferred with the gentlem2n who have been sent to Red River, matters may yet weadr a
meore cheerful aspect and the Government of the Territory be assumed with some guarantee
for order, and with all the formalities of law. Whether this hope is realised or not, your
duty is pln,in; and I am commanded by his Excellency to instruct you to remain ab
Pembina until you can get peaceable access to Fort Garry, with the azsent, and under the
protection of the Hudson’s Bay Company authori ies ; that you are to take every means
of removing the misapprehensious that exist in the minds of the residents, by explanations
and otherwise ; ; and that you are to exercise no acts of authority on behalf, or in the
name, of the Government of Canada, until officially informed that ‘the Queen’s Proclama-
tion ha~ issued, and until you shall have assumed the Government, and taken the oaths
of office, on or after the day fixed in it for the union of the countries.

As the coursz of action proposed by you in your despetch of the 2nd December was
to be carried out hefore an answer could possibly reach you, I have delayed replying for
som? days, in ordar to learn, if possible, the result of your policy ; but the receips of your
despaich of the 6th ins‘ant, which reached ms on the 23rd with its enclosures, 24, 28, and
2¢; and the courss taken by Col. Dennis, as described in those papers, make it necessary,
mthout further delay, to send this despatch by a special messenger.

I wish I could inform you, that this report had entirely relieved "the Governor General and
Council from the anxiety already expressed. It is true that no blood had been shed up to
the 6th; and you had not curried out your intention of occupying the Steckade near Pembina
with an armed party, but the proceedings of Colonel Dennis, as reported by himself, are so
recklass and extraordiniry, that there ¢in be no relief from sclicitude here while an officer so
imprudent is acting under your authority.

Had the inhabitants of Rupert’s Land, on the bresking out of the disturbances, risen and
put an end to them, or had Governor McTavish org: nized a frrce to occupy his Forts and
maint ia his authority, all would have been well, and Riol and his people would ‘have baen
responsible for any bloodshed or property dewtroyed But Colonel Dennis, with no legal
authority, proceeds to seize the Fort, then in possession, not of the insurgents, but of the
Hudson's B: 1y Company, and to garrison it with a mixed force of Whites znd Indins, and
proposes-to give bittle to the mmwents should a junction be formed with some forces which
he has ordered to be drilled on the Assinaiboine. = He appears never to have thought that
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the moment war commencad, all the white inhabitants would b2 at the merey of the Indians,
by whom they are largely outnumbered, and, divided as they would be, might be casily over-
owered.
d It is impossiblz to read the Colonel's account of his attempt to persuide Judge Blck to
aid him in procl:iming murtiil law, without strong feelings of regret, that you should have
been represented, in the settlements, by a person with so litile diseretion.” It‘is no wonder
- that Judge Black wrs “ frightened ”” at the provos:l, as he must have known that Colonel
Dennis would have to answer, at the bar of justice, for every life lost by such an assumption
of authority, and that the illegal seizure of an American citizen, would at once provoke inter-
ference in the quarrel, and lead to very serious complications. )

I have, &e.,
Joseea Howe.
PryMBINa, December 8th, 1869,
The Hon. Joseph Howe, Secretary of State,
’ Ottawa.
Recelved by Sir,—I have the honor to inform you that no message or messenger from

g?‘gtﬁizc;gﬁifl{ Fort Garry or from Colonel Dennis, has rexched me since my despatch cn the
Provinces, 25th Oth inst. A rumor is current here, based on a statement of the mail ewrrier
December. who only travels half the distance to Fort Garry), that there were 600 men
under Colonel Donnis at the Stene Fort, and 300 under Riel at Fort Garry. As some of
us received letters by the list mnil from the north, I infer that the road, or some part of it,
was, up to Sunday at least, under the control of Riel. I did not expect that Colonel Dennis
would move from the Lower Fort until the people at the « Portage” had joined him, which
could not well have bzen accomplished before Monday or Tuesday. I am not therefore sur-
prised to find the road still obstructed between this plice and Fort Garry.

On Monday list, Mr. Richards, who lodged with a Mr. Rolette, Deputy U.8. Marshal,
at Pembina, reported to me that the officizls and residents of the village were very much
excited, in consequence of a rumour that the Indians were being armed by the Loyalists, and
that the aid of the Sioux had been scught by some of the C:nadians at Fort Garry. Knowing
that the Indians had refused to joined Riel's party, and that the Sioux would like an excuse
for attacking them, and knowing also that we were aware of the complicity of some of them
in the outhreak, it was natural that they should b2 alarmed by such a rumour. I had pre-
viously heard of their attempts to orgamize a foree for the purpose of attscking us in our
“winter quarters,” ostensibly for the purpose of ¢ driving us out of the country,” but reslly,
I have no doubt, with a murderous intent. I had private information of the designs of two
or three desperadoes and outlaws, who have found it convenient te reside in the neighbour-
hood, and who are concerned in the present movement. They had become aware of Colonel
Dennis’s occupation of the Stone Fort, snd of the determination of .the English and Scotch
halfbreeds to resist Riel's puriy, and they feared for their own sofety.  They pretended to
believe that I had given orders to employ the Indiing, and they threaténed immediate re-
prisals unless T revoked the supposed order. IIr. Richards was much alarmed by these threats,
and suggested the immediate return to Fort Abercrombie, of the fem:les and children. While
this was humane, I felt it was not politic, and at the moment not a practical suggestion.
We had not yet constructed a sufficient number of sleighs for the journey, although they were
in proeess of construetion. I thercfore determined to go down to the village, and have a con-
ference with the officials, who, I knew, would soon m:ke known the result to those more
deeply implicated in the conspircey. I took Messrs. Richards, Provencher and my son-with
me, and drove to the Custom House. Mm Nelson, the Deputy Collector,, is a very intelligent
and respectsble person, and, I have reacon to believe, has kept himself aloof from. Stuttsman
and Lis enconspirators. T found some of these in his office eviden!ly mach alirmed, and by
no me:ns in a friendly mood towsrds me. I st once cxpl.ined the chject of my visif, and
requested thet the Postmaster and other officisl perspns in the neighbourhood should be
assembled. This was soon done, and I frankly explained their situation and my own as I
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. understood it. The enclosad latter (3 A'), which I afterwards addressed to Mr. Nelson,
sufficiantly details what took plece at this interview.
I found on enquiry, the next day, that Mr. Nolsod and onc or two of his neighbours

were rassured by the statemsnts and explinations I had given them, and expressed themselves.

pleased with my cindour and firmness. Stuttsman and Rolette, however, were still talking
of taking vengeunce. Messrs. Richards, Provencher and Begg Laving removed to my house,
we established a military ré7ime, and prepwed to resist an attack from any quarter. We
kept watch by day and by night, and had all our arms ready for action. Not having heard
from Colonel Dennis since the date of his report, forwarded with my last despateh, I deferred
my proposed removal from American Territory, but kept up daily communication with the
Hudson Bay Company’s Post.

I enclose (paper “3 B ') a translated copy of a letter received two or three days since
by Mr Provenciwer, from, as ke supposes, the Roman Cutholic priest as Scratching River. It
is without signature, and is evidently intended to frighten us away. But we feel that our
deprrture for Canada at the present juncture, much to be approved on personal grounds, would
be fatzl to the retention of the North West us a part of the Dominion, and with that view of
the case, we have determined at all hazards, to remain a little longer, in the hope of a peaceful
solution of the present difficulty.

The friendly disposition of the Indians of this Territory to us, snd their antipathy to the
Americans, is the great anchor by which we shall b enabled to held it. While they are with
us, and properly handled, no enemy from the south ean ever venture into these great plains.
This fact is fully comprehended by the military authorities at Washington, as well as by the
Fenians in Naw York. Greuw efforts were made by the laaders of the prasent conspirsey to
sccure an alliance with the Indians, especially with the bands in the neighbourhood of Red
River, before taking the field. Their first step was to persuade them to make demands upon
me of such a character that compliance would be impossible, and #hus create a casus belli
batween the New Government and the Indians at the very ous:t. With this view they kept
Chief Ke-wi-ta-osh, and a part of his bind in and about Pembina for some weeks—much
longer than they hid birgained for—to meet me at the boundury line, and to present these
demands. I have already in my report of the 29th November referred to the publicition of
the Yankton D.kotian of' the letter prepared for the Indians by Ameriean plotters here, but
repudiated by the Indians as soon as they understood its purport. I observe that this letter
has appeared in several Canadian Newspapers, and no doubt has attracted the attention of the
Privy Council. : :

The next step was a summons to the chiefs of the large bands to meet Riel and his
confederates at Riviére SaLp for consultation and treaty, with a view to an‘armed alliance
against us. The chiefs, “ Fox” and “Gros OREILLE” obeyed the summons, but though
tempted by very large promises, they wisely and promptly refussd to join or aid the
half-breed movement, but intimated to cur friends that they would be ready to obey a
summons fror the authorities.

1n these circumstances it was felt to be a wiss, 25 well as a loyal and humans policy
to threaten the insurgents and their annexation leaders with an Indian as well as a civil
war, if they persisted in' their rebellious designs. The alarm, real or pretended, of the
neutral and respectable people—few though they are—in this settlement, as well as the
exasperations and murderous threats of the conspivators themsszlves, show the power of
the engine that they believe has been worked. I believe they havo called for troops
from the nearest American Post (Fort Abercrombie) to protect them from the dreaded
Sioux. I may had-that small bands of the Sioux have lately been seen, only three or
four days’ journey from here. Two Chippewa Indians, and a half-bred boy, who had
gone towards Pembina Mountain, on a hunting expadition, were met by six Sioux, who,
pretending friendship, suddenly rushed upon the carts of the Chippewas, s2izad their
arms, and fired upon them. One of the Indians fell dead, the boy ran, apparently
wounded, while the other eseape]l unhurt, and running for his life towards this place,
came to the Hudson Bay Company’s Post nearly exhausted with hunger and cold,
They belonged to the Kewitaosh’s band, and, I hear, that according to Indian custom, a
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war party has started out to recover the carts and the wounded boy, and to avenge the
death of one of their warriors. These attacks and reprisals by hunting parties of the
two tribes are not uncommon ; but the present case shows a degree of boldness on the
part of the Sioux, and a propensity to travel north instead of west, which are mnot
pleasant to the imagination of our frontier neighbours. I could not refrain from telling
them at our meeting, on Monday evening, when the desperaté character of the Sioux
was portrayed to me, and I was urged to give immediate orders to the loyal settlers
not to accept the help of Indians—that the possible consequsnces of an Indian war
ought to have been thought of by some people in the neighbourhood of Pembina a few
weeks ago. The remark was delivered in a serious tone, and with the proper emphasis,
and was received in solemn silence. The shot took effect, and seeing they could not
frighten me into issuing orders dictated by them, they expressed themselves satisfied with
my declaration, as reported in my letter to Mr. Nelson.

1 waited for two days and nights after this interview, anxiously expecting a second
~ report from Colonel Dennis, which I.hoped would inform me of the dispersion of Riel and
his party, or of a joint deputation to me, and an armistice in th2 mean time. DBut as none
came, and as the story of the employment of the Indians might, though untrue,
except as to Prince’s band, grow into truth, by its own circulation, I thought it well to
address a letter (“3 C.”) to Colonel Dennis on the subject, and ‘entrusted it to the miaii,
under cover of Mr. Nelson’s envelope. I instructed the messenger to allow Mr. Nelson
to read it before he sealed the letter, in order to convince him of my desire to avoid, as
long as possible, an appeal to the Indians.

I received a note from General Hunt, who commands at Fort Abercrombie,
informing me that he cculd not find storage for my goods in the fort, but he was
informed that Mr. McCauley, a merchant there, would store then and apply to him for
protection, if (which he did not think likely), any one attempted to molest them. I have
also heard from the person sent to remove the arms, &c., from Georgetown, of their safe
arrival at Fort Abercrombie. ,

: TaUBSDAY, 9th.

I have just heard as 1 was closing this dispatch, that two messengers from the
Settlement have been intercepted near this, and their papers taken from them, by
Stuttsman and Company, or half-breeds employed by them ; I am taking measures to
make this operation unavailing fer the future.

I have, &c.,
Wi McDougaLr.

(3 A.)
Hupsok Bay Company’s Post, PExBINA,
, 8th December, 1869.
N. E. Nelson, Esq., Deputy Collector of Customs, :

Pembina,

Dear Sir,—1I think it my duty to you as well as to myself, to put in writing, though
not formally or officially, the principal point of our conversation on Monday evening last.
Serious events and complications may possibly avise out of the disturbances which
. unfortunately still prevail at the Red River Settlement.

Exaggerated, and I fear, in some cases, wilfully false statements as to the extent,
origin, aim and tendency of these disturbances, have been spread far and wide through
the American Press, on the alleged authority of persons living in this vicinity. I have
some apprehension that the interview of last Monday evening, and the statements made
and views expressed on both sides may be misrepresented through the same channels, and
therefore, I take the precaution, while the matter is fresh in our minds, 4o set down the
material points of our conversation.

Mr. Richards having reported to. me that you had expressed great apprehensichs
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thai an Indias war and consequent danger to the lives and property of American citizens
.in this Territory would grow out of the efforts of the Magistrates and loyal people of Red
River Settlement to disperse the armed half-breeds undewr Riel, and that you seem to
think I might by some exercise of authority prevent or lessen the danger of these conse-
quences, I thought it only due to you as the principal officer of the American Government
at this Post, to confer immediately with you. Livingfor the moment under the protection
of American law, I could not be indifferent to the wishes of one of its most efficient,
honorable, and obliging administrators. ‘ ’

I proceeded to your office about 5 o’clock p.m. (of the Gth inst.), and explaining why
I had come, requested the presence of the other officials of the place. Mr. Cavelier, the
Postmaster, J. Rolette, one of your officers ; J. Rolette, his father, who I understand is
or acts as Deputy Marshall ; Mr. Harrison, Justice of the Peace ; Mr. Lemay, Ex-Collector,
and three or four other residents of the village were present. Mr. Richards, Mr.
Provencher and my son were present with me.

After you had finished writing a letter, on which you were engaged when I entered
your office, I directed my remarks to you, and stated that Mr. Richards having reported
to me your apprehensions, as already mentioned, T wished to explain the legal position of
affairs in the North-West Territoties. I stated that on the 1st December, the powers of
Government passedfrom the Hudson's Bay Company and its officers, to the representative
of Her Majesty the Queen, appointed by the Governor General of the Dominion. That
was the result of various Acts of Parliament and the proceedings lawfully had under
them,—that I had been commissioned and empowered to represent the Crown as Lieutenant
Governor, but while on my way to Fort Garry, before the transfer had taken place,I was
met and ordered away from the Territory by a body of armed men, acting without, and
as I subgsequently learned, in defiance of authority ; that I had remained on American
soil, under protection of American law up to the present time ; that the Proclamations
announcing the change in the Government and notifying public officers, &c., of the fact
were executed at the Hudson’s Bay Post, on British soil, and that I had not done and did
not intend to do any official Act except when in my own jurisdiction. That the movements
of the loyal people of the Territory against the rioters under Riel were in a great degree
spontaneous and under the direction of local authorities ¢ Conservators of the Peece”
exercising only civil power. I stated that, in every civilized community the Magistrate
and Peace Officer, has power to raise the posse comitatus or whatever force he needs, to
put down mobs and riots, acting in breach of the public peace, and that so far as I knew,
or had sanctioned, this was the only “ war” now going on. That I had not authorized the
emwployment of Indians, and except in the last resort, did not interd to do so ; that I had
received messages from several chiefs, expressing disapproval of the conduct of the French
half-breeds under Riel, and offering their services in the cause of law and order ; that I
had sent verbal and brief replies, thanking them for their good will, evading the offer of
service, and putting off the questions they wished to consult me about until my arrival
at Foit Garry ;and that to be frank and explicit, having seen what I had in the press, and
having heard of various expressions and actions by ,ersons who 1 knew were listening to
me, J must give it as my deliberate judgment, that those wkite persons on both sides of
the line, who had advised, countenanced, and aided the lawlezs outbreaks of the French
half-breeds and had rejoiced at their success in keeping out of the Territory, the represen-
tative of authority and law and the only power which the Indians would be likely to
obey or respect, will be held responsible before God and man for any destruction of life or
property that may result.

You stated that you had given no countenance to the half-breed movement—had
expressed no opinion one way or the other, but had performed the duties of your office
with strict impartiality—that you deprecated the putting of arms in the hands of Indians
or raising them in any civil contest, and were much concerned when you heard that they
were being employed by the authorities in the settlement, and you questioned whether,
if T had authorised it, I had not violated the laws of neutrality. That you were glad to
hear me sai{) I h?:d not done 5o, and hoped I would exert my authority to prevent it.

a—12 ' .
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I at once acknowledged your fair and honorable conduct, and my belief that you had
neither said nor done anything to provoke or encourage the lawless proceedings of the
half-breeds, but I said, I feared there were others, on the American side of the line, of
whom the same thing could not be said. That as to using my authority to restore order
and restrain the dangerous elements of the country, that was the very thing I was trying
to do, buy as I had no sufficient force at my command to overcome the armed men who
had barricaded the road, T was unable to use my authority in the most effective way, and
the local magistrates and officers were therefore leftto their own judgment as to the use of
means, and it would be very unreasonable to hicld me responsible for their acts until I
had an opportunity of controlling or preventing them.

Mr. Cawlm Postmaster, asked me if I did not know that Dr. Schultz had sent.one
“Sherman ” with goods of a certain kind,~to theSioux in the vicinity of Turtle Mountain,
and that the purpose was to use them against Riel's party. I said I had not heard of
any such thing ; and, moreover, did not believe it. I thought Dr. Schultz too sensible a
man-—believed he had too muech at stalze to incur any risk so dangerous. Mr. Cavelier
said, he Znew the statement was true, and in reference to my remark as to Dr. Schultz’s
position, said he was a reckless and selfish man, whose doctrine was that ¢ you couldtrust
no oneas a friend, except so far as interest moved him,” &e,, &c.,—that ** Sherman was an
outlaw, dared not come into American Territory, and would be hanged if he did. That the
Sioux referred to were not yet reconciled to the Government, and would not hesitate to
murder American citizens, if they were encouraged by such a man as Sherman to do
s0,” &e., &e.

Mr. Lemay remarked with much emphasis, that if the Indians took part in the war,
as he called it, my life would not be safe for five minutes. Mr. Harrison added, that in
such an event, I and my party would find ourselves in the Zoétest place we had ever been
in, &e. Mr. Lemay wanted an explicit answer to his question, whether in any case I
would countenance or authorize the use of Indians. I declined to make any statement of
what I would or would not do, when ¥ assumed the functions of my office, but that I Zad
not authorized and did net wish to employ even half breeds in warlike operations. That
I was a good deal startled by the statement of Mr. Cavelier, in regard to the Sioux at
Turtle Mountain, and I enquired whether they lived in American or British Territory.
Mr. Cavelier said, they were sometimes on one side and sometimes on the other side, but
were known to be hostile to Americans. After some further general remarks I concluded
my interview by observing that in view of the dangerous positionwe were all in, I thought
the best thing we could do was to restore order and authority at Red River Settlement as
soon as possible, and I believed the persons were then in the room or immediate neighbor-
hood who could do it, and that at all events, that was my duty and ission, and to the
best"of my powerjand ability I intended to execute. © To Mr. Lemay’s and Mr. Harris-
on’s remarks,—some will call it a threat—that if Indians, whom I have never seen, and
am in no way responsible for, should go to war, my life would not last five minutes, I
replied that such an observation or poss1b1hty Would not affect my action or course in the
least. I had accepted an important office, knowing well its perils, but I meant to do
my duty regardless of all personal considerations. T was but cne man, and after me would
come another, and perhaps one better skilled in the operations of war. I had come to
cultivate the arts of peace, to establish telegraph lines, build roads and encourage
emigration. and organize a civilized community. But those who thought it would serve
their purpose better to stir up disorder and riot among the French half-breeds, next to the
Indian the most dangerous element in the country, must not imagine that they can transfer
to me the responsibility of a conflagration which they have fanned if they have not
kindled.

The sbove is the substance of what was said in your office in the presence of the
principal inhabitants. of the village, and which I desire to remain of record in your
hands.

Since my conversation with you, I have ‘heard some statements, which I deem it
proper to mention in connection with the foregoing, I am told that a person to whom [
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entrusted copies of a Proclamation, continuing and confirming the authority of all Peace
and other officers, was arrested on British Territory by two American citizens living in
this vicinity, and that these papers were taken from him without law or authority, and
in violation of their duty as persons under a temporary allegiance to the Sovereign of the
country in which they were travelling. If this outrage has been committed, as reported
to me, by those in whose behalf I am asked to exercise my authority over the Indian,
I ask you, sir, how am I to get my orders obeyed if they are not allowed to reach those to
whom they are addressed.? I can assure you that the persons who have sought to econfer
with me from the settlement, official as well as unofficial, have experienced little difficulty
and felt no:serious apprehension of obstruction or danger till they approached the
American border, and their fears were, not that they would be interrupted on their
peaceful and lawful visits by Indians or half-hreeds, but by whitc men, one of whom
at least, is'an official under your direction.

Itis in evidence before me, that the person alluded to has been endeavouring to
incite the half-breeds and others hereabouts, “ to drive me and my party out of the
country.” I can hardly suppose that these are done, and threats made, by the sonofa
Deputy Marshall, and an employé of the Customs Department of the United States,
without the knowledge and approval of some one higher in authority. Do not suppose
for a moment that I imagine yow have countenanced or will countenance the acts or
threats of your subordinate, but it is well you should ask now what has been communi-
cated to me respecting him. .

I send you the enclosed letter addressed to Colonel Dennis in the hope that you may
find some means of forwarding it safely. Perhaps you can address it under cover to some
one at Fort Garry who will be able to place it in his hands. You will see by the contents,
which I have left for your (private) perusal, that my wishes and orders are against the
employment of Indians in the present crisis. T shall send a duplicate of the order by the
first opportunity, but as my letters have been so often tampered with, T cannot trust the
regular post. A letter [addressed by you, and to an unsuspected correspondent might
reach its destination more speedily and safely. :

In conclusion, let me add that in the event of a “ raid” upon this settlement by the
Sioux Indians, you and any other American citizens placing yourselves under my protec-
tion may rely upon it, that all the influence and authority of my office, and all the means
of defence at my command, will be put forth in your behalf. If that office and authority
are as potent with the Indians on the British side of the line ags some of the gentlemen
. Present at our interview admitted them to be, the threatened danger will be averted.

Believe me, &c., ‘
Wu. McDouGaLL.

@ B)
‘When Mr. McDougall arrived here a month ago there were some five hundred men
under arms ; if he had then left, the difficulties could have been settled quite easily ; now
the whole population is on a war footing and a serious character of opposition is getting
deeper and deeper in the minds, as long as Mr. MeDougall is giving the Insurgents mcre
_trouble. Every attempt at coercion made by Canada, or even by England, will result in the
loss of all advantages that you could draw from this country. The half-breeds will take
again the road of the prairie, and from there they will prevent any improvement than can
be attempted or tried—telegraphs, railroads, settlements— war can be made against them,
but the armies will never meet them. There will be thousands who will be elsewhere and
nowhere.  If the people were left quiet they would soon be ready. to listen to propositions
. - that could be made to them by the Canadian Goverruent. But the longer Mr. McDougall

- will attexopt to come in by measures of violence the more difficult it will be. For himself,
if :he comes into the Territory, he will Le shot immeddately, His principal friends and
supporters here are on the eve of being massacred.




A

C 92

30C)
Nzear PemeINA, December 8th, 1869,

To Lieut-Col. J. S. Dennis, Red River Settlement.

My Desr CoroNEL,~—I commit to the post, under cover to a third party, thislette
which I trust you will receive and act upon without delay. It has been represented to me
that the authorities who are endeavouring to quell the outbreak of the French half- breeds
have contemplated the employment of Indians for that purpose, and that a band of Sioux
on the Assinniboine are drilling with 2 view to military or warlike service of some kind.
I desire and direct you to prevent so far as you can, any project of this kind. "If Indians
are sent upon the war path by any person acting with authority, it may be found very
difficult for the same, or even a hldher author 1ty, to recall them or to restrain them within
the limits allowed to forces acting in aid of the civil power. It is said also that gceds
“of a certain kind,” by which 1 understand amusunition and arms have been sent from the
settlement to the Sioux near Turtle Mountain, with an invitation to them to aid in the
suppression of the half-breed disturbance. I can hardly believe this story, but I kope you
will enquire into it and take immediate steps to counteract any movement of the kind.
The American residents here are very much disgusted at the prospect of a visit frem the
Bioux, and it would indeed be deplorable if they should be drawn into a contest that
might give them a pretext to re-enact the scenes of 1862.

‘With regard to the Indians of the Mission, under the chief, ¢ Prince,” a few of whom
I understand are employed to guard the Stone Fort, I will be- glad to hear that their
services in that capacity are dxspensed with. They may be mtelho-ent and subject to
control, but the fact of their employment will soon reach the ears, and possibly excite the
war—spirit of more distant bands, who may not be so easily restrained.

Extreme necessity in a time of riot and anarchy, will justify extreme measures ; but
I hope the loyal inhabitants who have risen in defence of law and order, will be able to
accomplish their object without the active aid of their Indian allies.

I trust to your discretion in the meantime ; but hope soon to he nearer the scene of
action, and in a position to judge and command.

I am, &e.,
Wi McDouGaLL.

Pexeins, Monday, 13th December, 1869.

To the Hon. Joscpk Howe, Secretary of State, &e.,
Ottawa, C’anada

Received by the Sir,—I have the honer t0 acquaint ycu that I have received no com-
g,icm rgfni'z;? munication from you since your despatch of the 104 ultimo. Two letters,
30th December. = marked ¢ private,” from Sir John A. Macdonald, vrder date of the 23rd

November, came to hand safely on the evening of tke 11th inst. T have
received newspapers from Ottawa and Montreal, of 27th and 29th respectively ; and
from more western cities of a date one or two days later. If the mails are not de]a,yed on
the way, they will arrive here from Ottawa in about fourteen days.

I regret to state that the insurgents under Riel have developed more st1eng"h and
determination of purpose in their rebellious movement than the reports from Fort Garry
of every kind had led ine to believe they possessed. They have been able with the help
of their allies on the American side of the line, to intercept and prevent all communi-
cations from Col. Dennis to me since his report of the 2nd inst. I have, therefore,
had to trust to the statement of the ememy,; and such flying rumours as .we
could gather from friendly half-breeds for the occurrences and movements at Fort
Garry and the Stene Fort since the 2nd insh: ~ From these various sources of mformatlon
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I learn that on the 5th or 6th instant, a number of persons (tke report. says 40 or 50)
were assembled in the house of Dr. Schultz as a guard, or as a porticn of the posse
comitatus, about to join the force under Colonel Dennis, when, they were suddenly
surprised. by a party of Riel’s men, and made prisoners, It does not appear that any
resistance wak made by the Schultz party, whether from the suddenness of the attack, or
their unwillingness to be first to shed blood, I cannot learn. It is said they were armed,
ard had in the house 400 rounds of ammuniticn. The prisoners were marched to the
Fort, and detained there, but have been allowed to supply themselves with provisions from
the village. The number of theinsurgents now under Riel’s orders is said to be 400 or
500—as large a body as his friends have at any time claimed for him. If this story
should be confirmed, it would indicate great confidence in Riel and his plans, by the
bulk of the Fiench, and the continued support of the clergy, and the American and
other traders in tke settlement who are known to have advised and assisted him in
the earlier stages of the movement. The same report tell us that this sudden display
of force by Riel has discouraged the Canadians and their friends, and that the English
and Scotch half-breeds have refused, in any mumber, to join the party of “law and
order.” This representation of the state of affairs receives some confirmation from the
fact that Riel was able to send a force of 20 men to the Hudson's Bay Post here, who, since
Friday last, have held it, and prevented any of our party from going there. The
Americans in our vicinity, concerned in the mcvement, are less excited since the
arrival of this force, and talk of our being.obliged to remove, in a few days, towards
Canada. Hearing that Mr. James McKay, a wealthy and influential resident on the
Assinniboine, and one of those whom Cclenel Dennis was to consult kefore taking
any decisive measures, had reacked the house of Mr, Dease, akout 26 miles up the
Pembina River, on the American sidefof the iine, I sent my scn, on the 11th instant,
with a verbal message to him, and in the hope that ke would te able to give me
reliable. information of the ¢perations of Colonel Dennis, since I have heard frem him,
and also whether the story of the arrest at the house of Dr. Schultz was true. Tke
road to the place where Mr. McKay was staying, runs, in scme places on British Terri-
tory, and theypeople here (except Mr. Nelson), being all openly leagued with the
insurgents, .and keeping guard at night at the bridge over the Pembina River, to
prevent any messenger from reaching me, I was apprehensive that my son would be
intercepted, and, therefore, directed him to bring no letters or written communicaticn,
unless Mr. McKay assented. . He succeeded in finding Mr. McKay, and getting his
version of affairs in the settlement down to the 5th instant. I enclese his report to
me (“4 A.”). : ‘

On reference to Colonel Dennis’s report, forwarded with my despatch of the 6th
instant (“2 A”)it will be seen that he saw Mr. McKay before taking possession of
the Stone Fort, and found him of opinion that the time had come for some kind of
opposition to the French, but afraid that people ¢ of large property,” like himself, would
suffer injury. I am disposed to think he ran away as much on account of the danger to
his person as to his property. But his case illustrates the position and feeling of many
others who have no sympathy with the French half-breeds, and no objection to the new
Government. They will aceept the latter if some cne else will do the fighting, and pay
all the money necessary to establish it. '

Major Wallace, who is staying with Peter Hayden, not far from the Hudson Bay
Post, reported to me, last night, that Riel was expected to arrive there during the night.
I thought, in view of all ths facts as they now present themselves, and especially the
fact that the communication has been effectually cut off with Colonel Dernis, that I would
be justified in opening communication with Riel, if he appeared in this neighbourhcod.
I accordingly wrote the letter enclosed (4 B), and sent it to the captain of {he party in
possession of the Hudson Bay Post. It reached him this morning; but, up to the
present time (6 p.m.), I have n«t heard of Riel’s arrival, ror whether they have sent
the letter forward to him. , L

Dr. Jackes, who belongs to our party, was sent for, in great haste, this morning by
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Mr. Rolette, Deputy U.S. Marshali, and oné of our most ‘bitter opponents here; for his
professional aid. - Rolette’s ‘wife was dying (in child-birth).” Tne Indian midwife had
givenher up, and her relatives, somé of .whom had been threatning our lives, were now
‘applymg to us to save the life.of Mrs.  Rolette. The Doctor hutried to ,her bedside, and
by the exercise of his skill, overcame the difficulty, and probably has saved her life. “They
all profeﬂsed to be full of grautude, ‘and “when the damger was over, showed him a pro-
clamajaon, issued by Riel since the 1st December, in which he announces that the French
have establiseed a government of their own, and intend to resist, by-force, if necessary, the
attempt of any other powers to impose one upon them. It denies the no'ht of the Hudson
‘Bay Company to transfer them to Canada, &c., &c. = The Doctor could not obtain a’ copy,
as Rolette hed only one, and would not part with if.

1 beg again to express my opinion that the suggestion I had the honor to make in
my despatch of 29th November, and more fully in previous letters to Sir John A.
Macdonald, is the only practlcable plan for establishing the authority of the Dominicn
Government in this territory.

I have, &e.,

Wu. McDoucGaLL.

4. A) Penpina, December 13th, 1869.

Menmo.—Left Pembina on the morning of 11th December for St. Joe, 26 miler distant

for the residence of * * a halfbreed, born in Oregon, and 2 man of considerable
_wealth and_influence amongst the half breeds at St. Joe. - He informed me that Mr.
Gmaras, of 8t. J¢ oe, had on the evening of the 10th inst, tried to get the half-breeds there
to join the Red River insurgent party He (Gingras) bad: avreed 1o raise a party of 130
~ half-breeds and with a portlon of them to dxive Governor McDou gall away from his house
at Pembina. * * * " treated the proposal with contempt,- and tried -to persuade
- Gingras not to attempt such a movement. - These half-breeds at St. Joe are principally con-
‘nected with those at Red River Settlement, and many of themwere inclined to-fall in
with Mr. Gingras’s plan.” “Mr. Dease’ believed that if there was any -bloodshed at *Red
River Settlement, the Governor and his whole party would be in‘imminent danger and run
the risk of losmor their lives, Mr. Dease sympathized much with the Governor and his
party and’ declared his willingness to assist us in any way in his power, I ascertained from
him that Mr. McKay from Red River Settlement was at a Mr. Charles Grant’s, about 7
miles distant from Mr. Dease’s, I drove there t» see him, and found he had brought his
_ family and had left-the settlement with the intention of remaining amongst his relatives
at St. Joe, during the present troubles. He informed me that ﬁfty Canadians who were
guarding Government provisions at the residence of Dr. Schultz, at Fort Garry, were
taken prisoners, that Dr. Schultz and wife, Dr. Brown, Mr. Mair and Mr. Hallet, were
amongst them. Mr.  Hallet was taken prisoner -while endevouring to procure-scme
medicine for his wife. Mr. McKay also informed me that Colonel Denms, cn his arrival
from Pembina, first called cn him, and that he (McKay) advised him- strongly not to
incite the one portion of the popula‘aon to take up arms against the other, and that one
hundred of the prmclpal French half-breeds had signed a document- -agreeing to allow the
Governor to come in. He alto ‘stated that if hostlhhes were cominenced and- blood
'spilt, the lives of the Governor nnd his ' party- ‘“would -almost -certainly be
sacrificed. He said that other men of property and wealth in the Settlement,: held the
same views, and expressed the same opinions similar to his own. Mr.:McKay intended to
have called on the Governor at Pembina, but was overtaken on his:way by a' party of
insurgents going to take possession of the "Hudson’s Ba.y Company’s Post at ‘Pembina; and
was forced to change his course and cross the prairie, to St. Joe! - He was under the
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mpression that Col. Dennis had gone to Portage La Prairie, and that Stone Fort was still
held by the Indians and others under Colonel Dennis. n
Wu. B. McDoveaLL.

. (PrivaTE)
(« 4 B’" .
. . PeMBINA, December, 13th, 1869.
Louis Riel, Esq. o

Sir,—I hear from the- Hudson Bay Post that you are expected to arrive there from
Fort Garry to-night. * I send this note to inform you that T am anxious te have a_conver--
sation with you, before answering - despatches which I.have recently received from the
Dominion Government. ' .

I have not yet had any communication from you or from any one else, on behalf of
the French half-breeds who have prevented me from proceeding to Fort Garry, stating
their complaints or wishes in reference to the New Government. As the reprcsentative of
the Sovereign to whom you and they owe, and as I am told, do not wish to deny allegiance,
it is proper that some such communication should reach me. It will be a great misfortune
to us all, I think, if I am obliged to return to Canada, and hand over the powers of
Government here to a military ruler. :

Ths will be the inevitable result unless we find some solution of the present difficulty
very soon. :

yI have full powers from the Government, as well as the strongest desire personally to
meet all just claims of every class and section of the people. Why should you not come to
me and discuss the matter ? C

I beg you to believe that what occurred will not affect my mind against you or those
for whom you may be authorised to speak.

The interview proposed must be without the knowlenge or privity of certain American
citizens here who pretend to be-ern rapport with you. -

I trust to your honour ‘on-this point. :

Very faithfully yours,
WiLLiam McDoUGALL.

Peupina, 16th December, 1869.
To the Honorable Joseph Howe, Secretary of State, dc,’ :
’ Ottawa. -

Received ' by Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch
g?%taigﬁitﬁﬁ of the 29th November. = Events have occurred since that despatch was
Province, 1st Written, which when the account of them reaches you, will Jjustify I think,
January, 1870.° the decision I have arrived at, to return as far as St. Paul and communicate
with you from that point. - _ :

The state of affairs at, and near Fort Garry, which was described in my last despatch
(13 December,) on the information of persons not much to be deperided upon, is now
substantially confirmed by the arrival, last night, and report of Colonel Dennis. He left
the Stone Fort on Saturday morning at 2 o’clock having ordered the payment and discharge
at noon, of that day, of the persons who had volunteered to hold and defend it.

I enclose two short reports (“5 A,” and “ 5 B,”) which were, with other papers, safely
brought to me by two of chief “ Prince’s” messengers fwo nights ago. I was on the look
out for the Colone] himself, sooner than he promised, because I was satisfied his attempt
to arrange a deputation to me from the leaders of the Riel party would fail. I detained
the Indians as recommended, secreting them from observation as much as possible, and
have found them of very great service. As I intend to start on my return journey
to-morrow, I shall defer until I arrive at Fort Abercrombie, the communication of further
details; which might if known here, interfere with our future operations, )
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T enclose a letter (& C,”) from one who knows well the character and habits of the
half-breeds of both origins. . He has acted as guide to several expeditions into the interior,
and was my guide from St. Cloud to this place.

As soon as I had decided to quit this neigborhood, I thought it prudent, in view of
future possible questions and responsibilities, to write the enclosed letter to Mr. McTavish
{(*5 D”), which I have committed to the custody of my faithful Indians, who will find the
means to put i¥ in proper hands.

"We are still closely watched, and prevented from obtaining supplies from the Hudsgn
Bay Company’s Post. I have heard nothing in answer to my private letter to Mr. Riel,
and have no reason to believe that he will soon come near me.

T enclose (“ 5 E"), a copy of the Declaration of Independence, which was adopted
cn the 24th November, and printed on the §th instant. Also, a “List of Rights,” (“5 F"),
which was distributed two or three days before the ¢ Declaration,” and produced a cooling
effect upon many of those who had professed, a day or two Lefore, a willingness to put
down the Riel party by force of arms. As soon as it bad served. its purpese, the
« Declaration” was issued, and the English found themselves caught in a trap. In the
meantime, parties had been sent to all the important points, and the arms of the English-
speaking settlers were taken from them.

None of the messengers mentioned in your dispatch have yet arrived.

I have, &e.,
‘Wi McDovueaLL.

P.S. Please find enclosed (5 G)-copy of notice issued by Colonel Dennis, at Store
Fort. ’ . :
‘W M. D.

[5 A

Stoxm Forr, Rep River SETTLEMENT,
‘ N.W. T, Decem}aer 9th, 1869.

rhe Honorable Wm. McDougall, C.B., Lieutenant Governor, de., &e., dc.

Sir,—1 beg to report my proceedings, under the commission which I had the honor
to receive from you on the 1st instant, and would refer you to the accompanying record
thereof, in which full details are given.

-It is & matter of sincere regret to me, o be cbliged o express the opinion deliberately
given, that as a body, the English-speaking portion of the Red River Settlement proper,
in their present frame of mind, cannot be counted on in any measures of an aggressive
character which may be necessary to put down the French party, now in arms against the
Government. » ‘ C

I shall remain here a few days longer to be at hand, should there be any prospect of
arranging with the French to send a delegation to you, of which, however, I have little
expectation, and on finding that no further object is to be gained by my remaining, will
return to Pembina. <

+ I have, &ec., o
S J. 8. DExNIs.

(5 B.) '
9th December, 1869.
Honorable Wm. McDougall, C.B., Lieutenant Governor. .

}y prarR Mz McDoucaLr,—I expect to learn this evening, yet finally, whether
there is any.chance of the rebel party showing any disposition to-send youw a delegation.

If satisfied that there is none—that they have gone in fully for their new
Government as an idependent people—then I shall at once discharge the guard from
this Fort and leave for Pembina. This will be taken by chief ¢ Prince’s” messenger,
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and he had better remain with his friends the Indians below Fort Pembina for a few days
till T get 'down, so that any letters or instructions may be carried back here, for the
idance of the Canadians in the settlement. )

I shall be with you in a week, even supposing 1 delay to have an interview with the
Rebel Council, as I should leave immediately after. Let this messenger wait, therefore,
for a wesk at Pembina. You may rely upon it, these poople are fully in possession for the
winter, and say themselves, that with the promises they have of Fenian aand filibuster’s
support, they will be ablé to hold the country. .

I should not bie surprised, but they may get many peorls here to join them too. I
think they would do anything, many of them, rather than offend the French now (as they
aay) they see “ list of righta” that the French ask nothing very unreasonable.

There is nothing fer it but to submit on our part till the spring.

Belisve ms, &e.,
J. 8. DENNIs.

(u 5 0.71)
REep RivER, December 8th, 1869.

His Excellency, Honorable Win. MecDougall, Pembina.

Your Excellency will no doubt Jearn from other sources the state and feelings of the
English-speaking population of this settlement just now. I should have written before
this time, but I postponed the matter, as I at one time was made to believe that I
should see you personally, but as matters stand at present I am extremely sorry to
inform your Excellency that I fear my prospects are hopeless. Since the past two days
the people, I fear, have made a dead stop in taking any steps whatever. What their
objects are I can't say at present. I tried my best to get a force formidable enough to
assist in carrying out Colonel Dennis's orders, but I fear the whole scheme will be a failure.
Even among our English-speaking population we have to contend with worse characters
than the French half-breeds, which I am sorry to inform you, but nevertheless too true.
The Scotch settlement won't join us or any other parish of the Protestant population, so
that it would be the height of folly for us to take any aggressive steps, for we would be
overpowered by numbers. 'We have in these two parishes all the disadvantages both in
nuinbers and arms. I think it is on no other foundation the people stand for standing
back, is want-of arms—as a matter of course the haif-breeds have taken possession of
all our arms. However, if the people were willing they could muster arms enough %o
put down the half-breeds, but they won’t doit. The fact of the matter is they are cowards
one and all of them. Although they are my couhtrymen, I must speak the truth about
them.

Colonel Dennis is writing you, and Your Excellency will learn from him the present
political state of affairs.- I was sorry to hear of the accident to your son, but I hope he is
better, and not suffering now. :

‘Will your Excellency allow me to remain, yours,

[6D.]
PEMBINA, 16th December, 1869.
William MecTavish, Esq., Fort Garry.

Dzar Sir,—T consequence of the continued occupation of Fort Garry by the insur-
gents, under Mr. Louis Riel, and the submission of the local authorities to his orders, and
having no forge at my command to re-establish the supremacy of the law in that neighbor-
hood, I have determined to return as far as St. Paul, and- await there the order of Her
Majesty’s Imperial and Canadian Governments.

.1 have not had the honor to receive from you any message or communication since

your private note of the 19th of November. The roads at this pcint have been so

éﬁ'ectuallylvgatchfg, and 'guarded by the insurgents, that I have not ventured to send to
C—

&
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you any oﬁicml or other communication, that could, if it fell into their hands, betray the
situation or give information or encouragment to them. I send this by the Indians whom
T have found loyal and faithful, where so many others have proved the reverse; I have
little doubt it will reach you. safely

I am advised by the Secretary of ‘State for the Provinces, that His Excellency the
Governor General has communicated to Lord Granville my Despatches up to the 9th
November, and has also telegraphed the more recent events, including, I presume, the
occupation of Fort Garry by the half breeds under Riel. I observe, by a paragraph in the
Montreal Gaxette, that the Dominion Government have telegraphed their agent in Londen,
to withhold payment to the Hudson’s Bay Company of the purchase money agréed to be
paid to them for the transfer of their rights in Rupert’s Land. I have no official confirma-
tion of this statement, but will not be surprised if it should prove true.

Und - these circumstances, it becomes important to consider carefully the legal
position of f all parties in the present crisis. I venture to submit my view of the case as it
stands in the North-West Territories.

If, in consequence of the action of the Dominion Government, the surrender and
transfer of the ‘Country did not take place on the first day of December, as previously
agreed upen, then you are the Chief Executive Officer as before, and 1espons1ble for the
pr reservation of the Peace and the enforcement of the Law.

If, "on the other hand, the Transfer did take place on the first day of December, then
I take it, my Commission came into force, and the notice, in the form of a Proclamation,
issued by my authority on that day, correctly recited the facts, and disclosed the legal
status of the respective parties. I learn, from Col. Dennis, that a notice or Proclamation,
isszed by me on the second day of December, conﬁrmmtr and continuing ail pubhc
officers in their duties and functions, excepting (in the words of the Canadian Act)
“the Public Officer or Fuctionary at the Head of the Administration of Affairs” was
duly printed and published in the Settlement, although it was reported here that the
messenger who carried it forward was arrested and his papers taken from him, by Riel’s

party. You will observe, by reference to the 5th Section of the Rupert’s Land Act, that
until otherwise enacted by the Parliament of Canada, ¢ all the Powers, Authormes, and
Jurisdiction of the several Courts of Justice, now ‘established in Ruport s Land, and |
the several Gfficers thereof, and of all Magistrates and Justices,” are continued in full
force, and by the 6th Section of “the Canadian Act, for the Tempora,ry Government of
Rupert’s Land,” &e., “all Public Officers and Functionaries holding office in Rupert's
Lend and the North-West Territory,” (with the exception already mentloned) ¢ shall
continue to be Public Officers and Functionaries of the North-West Territories, with the
same duties and powers as before,” until otherwise ordered by the Lieutenant Governor.

My Proclamation of the 2nd instant, intended to notify all these officers that I had
not “ otherwise ordered, and that, by force of both Acts, they still held, and were bound
to exercise their ¢ powers, jurisdiction,” and “ duties,” as before. Whether the transfer
has been delayed or not, I think it is clear that the present “ magistrates ” and authorities
are still legally in office, and bound, as far as they can, to” perform the duties of their
respective offices, as before. In your case, the continuance of your powers and jurisdiction
as governor, depends upon the transfer. If, as I am inclined to think has happened, the
Company surrendered, and Her Majesty transferred on the Ist -day of December, notwith-
standing the events occurring on this side of the Atlantic, the gentleman who acted as
Deputy Governor, or would have assumed that office, under the laws of Assinniboine,
prior to December 1st, will, in my absence, and without special deputation by me, be and
become the chief executive officer of the Territories.

I have thought it my duty to explain to you, as I understand it, the legal posmon
of affairs w1th1n the Territory at the present time. I do not know whether J udge Black
will coneur with me, but. I trust you will show him this letter, and be gmded as I have
no doubt you will, very much by his view.

T notice that Riel, in his printed papers, speaks for a very large part of the earth’s
surface, as well as for all the people who now inhabit it. You will, no doubt, agree with
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me, that he rules only the “ territory ” within the range of his guns, and such “people ”
as take service in his ranks, or willingly submit to his orders.

I am, d&e.,
WiLLiaM McDouGALL.

(5 E)
DECLARATION OF THE PEOPLE OF RUPERT'S LAND AND THE NORTH-WEST.

‘Whereas, it is admitted by all men, as a fundamental principle, that the public
authority commands the obedience and respect of its subjects. It is also admitted, that a
people, when it has no Government, is free to adopt one form of Government, in
preference to another, to give or to refuse allegiance to that which is proposed. In
accordance with the above first principle, the people of this country had obeyed and
respected the authority to which the circumstances surrounded its infancy compelled it tc
be subject. ’

A] company of adventurers known as the “Hudson Bay Company,” and invested
with certain powers, granted by His Majesty (Charles IT), established itself in Rupert’s
Land, and in the North-West Territory, for trading purposes only. This company,
consisting of many persons, required a certain constitution. But as there was a question
of commerce only, their constitution was framed in reference thereto. Yet, sinee there was
at that time no Government to see to the interests ¢f a people already existing in the country,
it became necessary for judicial affairs to have recourse to the officers of the Hudsen
Bay Company. This inaugurated that species of government which, slightly modified by
subsequent circumstances, ruled this country up to a recent date.

‘Whereas, that Government, thus accepted, was far from answering to the wants of the
people, and became more and more so, as the population increased in numbers, and as the
country was developed, and commerce extended, until the present day, when it commands
a place amongst the colonies; and this people, ever actuated by the above-mentioned
principles, had generously supported the aforesaid Government, and gave to it a faithful
allegiance, when, contrary to the law of nations, in March, 1869, that said Government -
surrendered and transferred to Canada all the rights which it had, or pretended to have,
in this Territory, by transactions with which the people were considered unworthy to he
made acquainted.

And, whereas, it is also generally admitted that a people is at liberty to establish
any form of government it may consider suited to its wants, as soon as the power to
which it was subject abandons it, or attempts to subjugate it, without its consent to a foreign
power ; and maintain, that no right can be transferred to such foreign power. Now,
therefore, first, we, the representatives of the people, in Council assembled in Upper Fort
Garry, on the 24th day of November, 1869, after having invoked the God of Nations,
relying on these fundamental moral principles, solemnly declare, in the name of our
constituents, and in our own names, before God and man, that, from the day on which
the Government we had always respected abandoned us, by transferring to a strange power
the sacred authority confided to it, the people of Rupert’s Land and the North-West
became free and exempt from all allegiance to the said Govermment. Second. That we
refuse to recognize the authority of €anada, which pretends to have a right to coerce us,
and impose upon us a despotic form of government still more contrary to our rights and
interests as British subjects, than was that Government to which we had subjected cur-
selves, through necessity, up to a recent date. Thirdly. That, by sending an expedition
on the Ist of November, ult., charged to drive back Mr. William McDougall and his
companions, coming in the name of Canada, to rule us with the rod of despotism, without
previous notification to that effect, we have acted conformably to that sacred right which
commands every citizen to offer energetic opposition to prevent this country from being
enslaved. Fourth. Thatwe continue, and shall continue, to oppose, with all our strength,
the establishing of the Canadian suthority in our country, under the announced form ;
and, in case of persistence on the part of the Canadian Government to enfores its obnoxious
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policy upon us by force of arms, we protest beforehand against such an -unjust. and
unlawful course ; and we declare the said Canadian Government responsible, before God
and men, for the innumerable evils which nway be caused by so unwarrantable a course.
Be it knewn, tbeh fore, to the world in gen.val, and to the '“Janadian Government in
particilar, that, 2 ¢ have always heret sofore successfully defended our country in frequent
wars with the nuighbouring tribes of Indians, who are now on friendly relations witk us,
we are firmly LESO}V@C{ in future not less than in the past, to repel all invasions from what-
soever quarter they may come ; and, furthermore, we do declare and proclaim, in the
name of the people of Rupert’s Land and the Noﬂ:h—West, that we have, on thesaid
24th day of November, 1869, above mentioned, established a Provisional Government,
and Lold it to be the only and lawful authority now in existence in Rupert’s Land and
the North-West which claims the obedience and respect of the people ; that, meanwhile,
we hold ourselves in readiness to enter in such negociations with the Canadian Govern-
ment as may be favourable for the. good government and prosperity of this people. In
support of this declaration, relying on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually
pledge ourselves, on oath, our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor, to each other.

Tssued at Fort Garry, this Eighth day of December in the year of our Lord Omne
thousand eight hundred and s1xty—mne

JouN Bruck, Pres.
Louis Riex, Sec.

(5 F.)
List or RicHTR.

1. That the people have the right to elect their own Legislature.

2. That the Legislature have the power to pass all laws local to the Territory over
the veto of the Executive by a two-thirds vote.

3. That no Act of the Dominion Parliament (local to the Territory) be binding cn
the people until sanctioned by the ZLegislature of the Territory.

4. That all Sheriffs, Magist n’ces, Constables, School Commissioners, &c., be eiected
by the people

5. A free homestead and pre-emption land law.

6. That a portion of the public lands ke appropriated to the benefit of schools, the
bulld.mrr of bridges, roads, and public buildings.

Tn%t it be avaranueed to connect Winnipev by rail with the nearest line of rail-
road, Wlthm a term of five years ; the land grant to be subject to the Local Legislature.

8. That, for the term of four years, all military, civil, and municipal expenses be
paid out of the Dominion.funds.

9. That the military be composed of the inhabitants now existing in the Territory.

-10. That the English and French languages be common in. the Legislature and
Courts, and that all pubhc documents and Acts of the Legislature be pubhshed in both
languages.

11. That the Judge of the Supreme Court speak the English and French languages.

12. That treaties be voncluded and ratified between the “Dominion Government and
the several tribes of Indians in the Territory, to ensure peace on the frontier.

13. That we have a fair and full representation in the Canadian Parliament.

14. That all privileges, custcms, and usages existing at the time of the transfer, be
respected.

All the above articles have been severally discussed and adopted by the French and
English Representatives without a dissenting. voice, as the condltlons upor which the
people of Rupert’s Land enter into confederation.

The French Representatives then proposed, in order to sccure the above rlcrhts, that
a Delegation be appointed and sent to Pembina to see Mr. McDougall, and ask him if he
could: gua,rantee these rights by virtue of his commission ; and, if ho could do 50, that



101

then the French people would join to a man to escorb gMr. McDougall into his Govern-
ment seat. Bui, on the contrary, if Mr. McDougall could not guarantee such rights,
that the Delegates request him to remain where he is, or return, till the rights be
guaranteed by Act of the Canadian Parliament.

The Englisk Representatives refused to appoint delegates to go.to Pembina to consult
with Mr. McDougall; stating they had no authority to do so from their constituents, upon
which the Council was dissolved: . :

The meeting at which the above resolutions were adopted, was held at Fort Garry,
on Wednesday, December 1st, 1869. -

‘WINNIPEG, December Oth, 1869.

Lower Fort GaRrY, RED ‘RIVER SETTLEMENT,
December. 9th, 1869.

TO ALL W.HOM IT MAY CONCERN.

“ By certain printed papers, of late date, put in circulation by the French party,
communication with the Lieutenant Governor is indieated with a view to laying before
him their alleged rights on the part of those now.in arms. : I think that course very
desirable, and that it would lead to good results. Under the belief that the party in
arms are sincere in their desire for peace, and feeling that to abanden, for the present, the
call on the loyal to arms, would, in view of such communication, relieve the situation of
much embarassment, and so contribute to bring about peace, and save the country from
what will otherwise end in ruin and desolation ; I now call on and order the loyal party
in the North-West Territories to cease further. action under the appeal to aims made by
me, and I call on the French party to satisfy the people of their sincerity in wishing for a
peaceful ending of all these troubles, by sending a deputation to the Lieut.-Governor, at
Pembina, without unnecessary delay. Given under my hand, at the Lower Fort Garry,
this 9th day of Deeember 1869. ?

. J. S. Denniy, .

v Lieutenant and Conservator of the Peace,
In and for the North West Territories.

St. Pavy, January 1st, 1870.
The Hon. Joseph Howe, Secretary of State, dec., Ottawa. ‘

S18,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, while on my way to this place,
from Pembina, of your despatches’of the following dates and numbers respectively :—

1st. (No. 1602), of December 2nd, enclosing a copy of memorandum of the Auditor-
General, approved by the Treasury Board, on the subject of Financial arrangements
respecting the North-West. Territories. ’

2nd. (No. 1611), of the 7th December, acknowledging receipt of mine of the 20th
November. - -

3rd. (No. 1608), of the Tth December, enclosing duplicates of your despatches of the .
19th and 20th November, announcing the mission of Father Thibault and Colonel de
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Salaberry, and that they were bearers of a Proclamation by His Excellency Sir John
Young ; enclosing Orders in Council on the subject of . Customs’ Duties, and authorising
me to make certain assurances to the people of the North-West. )

4th. (No. 1612), of the 8th December, enclosing the original Proclamation referred to
in Despatch of 7th December. . -

5th. (No. 1618), of the 10th December, calling my attention to the exposed position
of Government arms, and supposed, by you, to be stored at Georgetown.

6th. (No. 1617), of the 10th December, announcing the appointment of Donald A.
Smith, Esq., as Government Commissioner, and enclosing a copy of his instructions.

7th. (No. 1620), of the 11th December, authorising me to contradict certain state-
ments alleged to have been made by you while at Fort Garry.
_ 8th. (No. 1635), of 15th December, acknowledging mine.of the 25th November,
covering a confidential report to me by Major J. Wallace, and a ecopy of my letter to
General Hunt, with respect to the removal; to Fort Abercrombie, of the arms, &c., stored
at Georgetown. o T .
T havey &c.,

“W. McDoveaLL.

DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROVINCES.
‘ 24th January, 1870.

The Hon. William MeDougall, C. B.

S1r,—In your Official Report from Pembina, under date the 29th November last
(No. 1089), you mention your having * prepared a Proclamation, to be issued on the first
day of December, ” in reference to the transfer of the North-West Territories to Canada.
In a subsequent letter (No. 1108), dated the 2nd December last, you report having given
copies of this Proclamation in English and French to Colonel Dennis, to take with him to
Yort Garry. It isalso stated in the last mentioned letter, that you had commissioned
Colonel Dennis to act as your “ lieutenant, ” and as a ¢ Conservator of the Public Peace,”
but that you deemed it prudent not to forward, at that moment, a Copy of the
Commission. ‘ : ,

As, up to the present moment, I have not received a copy of either the Proclamation
or the Commission above referred to, may I request that you will have the goodness to
furnish me with copies of both of those doctments, with a view to their being added to
your other communications in relation to the North-West Territories.

I have, &c., &c.,
Josera Howr.

-

- ' Orrawa, 29th January, 1870.
Hon. J. Howe, Secretary of State for the Provinces, &e.

S1r,—1I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, while at Toronto, of your letter of
the 24th instant, informing me that you had not, up to that date, received copies of two
documents—a Proclamation and a Commission—referred to in my Official Reports from
Pembina, of the 20th November, and of the 2nd Dccember last, and requesting me to
furnish you with copies of these documents.

Urtil 1 received your letter, I was under the impressien that you had received
printed copies of both the papers referred to, and, as they had appeared in Canadisn as
well as American newspapers, before I left Pembina, it did not occur to me that written
copies would be deemed necessary. '

I have now the honour, in accordance with your request, to enclose a copy of the
Proclamation (A 9), and also a copy of the Commission to Colonel Dennis (B 9).

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

‘WM., McDougALL.
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[A- 9] .
Victor1a, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,
Queen, Defender of the Faith, &ec., &c., &e. ‘ v

Wirrray McDouGAaLL.

To all whom it may concern,—GREETING :

[L.S]
PROCLAMATICN.

Whereas, by ¢ The British North America Act. 1867,” it was (amongst other
things) enacted, that it should be lawful for Her Majesty, by and with the advice af Her
Majesty’s Most Honorable Privy Council, on Address from the Houses of the Parliament
of Canada, to admit Rupert’s Land and the North-Western Territory, or either of them,
into the Union or Dominion of Canada, on such terms and conditions as are in the Address
expressed, and as IHer Majesty thinks fit to approve.

And, whereas, for the purpose of carrying into effect, the said provisions of “The
British North America Act, 1867,” “ The Rupert’s Land Act, 1868, ” enacted and
declared, that it should be competent for ¢ the Governor and Company cf Adventurers of
England trading into Hudson’s Bay, ” to surrender to Her Majesty, and for Her Majesty,
by any irstrument under Her sign manual, and signet, to accept a surrender of all, or
any of the lands, territories, powers, ard authorities, whatsoever, granted, or purported to
be granted, by certain Letters Patent of His Late Majesty King Clarles the Second, to
the said Governor and Company within Rupert's Land, upon such terms and conditions
as should be ragreed upon, by andbetween Her Majesty,and the said Governor and Company.

And, Whereas, by “ The Rupert’s Land Act 1868, it is further enacted, that from the
date of the admission of Rupert’s Land into the Dominion of Canada, as aforesaid, it
shall be lawful for the Parliament of Canada to make, ordain, and establish, within the
said land and territory so admitted, as aforesaid, all such laws, institutions and ordinances,
and to constitute such courts and officers as may be necessary for the peace, order, and good
government of Her Majesty’s subjects, and others therein ;

And, whereas, it is further provided by the said Act, that until otherwise enacted by
the said Parliament of Canada, all the powers, authorities, and jurisdiction, of the several
courts of justice, now established in Rupert’s Land, and of the several officers thereof, and
of all magistrates and justices, now acting within the said limits, shall continue in full
ferce and effect therein ;

And, whereas, the said Governor and Company have surrendered to Her Majesty, and
Her Majesty has accepted a surrender -of all the lands, tevritories, rights, privileges,
liberties, franchises, powers and authorities granted, or purported to be granted, by the
saild Letters Patent, upon certain terms and conditions agreed upon by and between Her
Majesty, and the said Governor and Company ;

And, whereas, Her Majesty, by and with the advice of Her Majesty’s most
Honorable Privy Council, and on an Address from both the Houses of the Parliament
of Canada, in pursuance of the one hundred and forty-sixth section of “The British
North America Act, 1869,” hath declared that Rupert's Land and the North-Western
Territory, shall, from the first day of December, in the year of Our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and sixty-nine, be admitted into, and become part of the Dominion ;of
Canada, upon the terms and conditions expressed in the said Address, of which Her
Majesty has approved, and Rupert's Land, and the said North-Western Territory, are
admitted into the Union, and have become part of the Dominion of Canada accordingly ;

And, whereas, the Parliament of Canada, by an Act intituled ; ¢ An Act for the
Temporary Government of Rupert's Land and the North-Western Territory, when
united with Canada, ” enacted that it should ke lawful for the Governor, by any order, or
orders, to be by him, from time to time, made with the advice of the Privy Council (and
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subject to such conditions and restrictions as to him should seem meet), to authorize and
empower such officer as he may, from time to time, appoint, as Lieutenant-Governor of the
North-West Territories, to make provision for the administration of justice therein, and
generally to make, ordain. and establish all such laws, and institutions and ord.ma.nces as
may be necessary for the peace, order and good government of Her Magestys subjects,
and others therein. :

Now know Ye, that we have seen fit, by Our Royal Letters Patent, bearmv date the
twenty-nine day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand ewht hundred and
sixty-nine, to] appoint the Honorable William MecDougall, of the City of Ottawa; in the
Province of Ontario, in Our Dominion of Canada, and Member of Privy Council for
Canada, and Companion of Our Most Honorable Order of the Bath, on, from, and after
the day to be named by Us, for the admission of Rupert’s Land and the North Western
Territory, aforesaid, into the Union or Dominion of Canada, to wit ; or from and after
the first day of December, in the year of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
sixty-nine, to be, during our pleasure, the’ I/Lcutmant Governor of the North-West Ter-
ritories ;

And we did thereby authorize, and empower, and require and command him, in due
manner, to Do and Zzecute, in all things that shall belong to his said command, and the
Trust we have reposed in him, according tothe several provisions and instructions granted,
or appointed him, by virtue of our said Commission, and the Act of the Parliament of
Canada herein before recited, and according to such instructions as have been, or may,
from time to time, be given to him, and to such Laws as are or shall be enforced 'within
the North-West Territories.

Of all whickh our Loving SubJects of Our Territories, and all others, whom these
Presents may concern, are nereby required to take notice, and govern themselves accor-
dingly.

In Testimony Whereof, we have caused these, Our Letters, to be made Patent, and

the Great Seal of Our North-West Territories {o be. hereunto affixed : Witness
Our Trusty and Well Beloved, The Honorable William ° McDougall, Member
of Our Privy Council for Canada, and Companion of Our Most Honorable
Order of the Bath, Lieutenant Governor of Our North-West Territories, &e.,
&c., &c., At the Red River, in our aforesaid North-West Territories, this first
day of December, in the year of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
sixty-nine, and in the thirty-third year of Her Reéign.
By command.
J. A. N. PROVENCHER,
Secretary.

[B9.7]
TeeE NorTH-WEST TERRITORIES.
[L. 8.
By His Excellency the Honorable William McDougall, a Member of Her MaJestys

Privy Council for Canada, and Companion of the Most Honorable Order of the
Bath, Lieutenant-Governor of the North-West Territories.

To JouN SrtovenTON DENNIS, - Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel Military Staff, Canada,
GREETING :

. Whereas, large bodies of armed men have unlawfully assembled on "the high road,
between Fort Garry and Pembira, in the Colony or District of Assinniboine, and have,

with force and arms, arrested, and he d as prisoners, numerous private and official persons,
and preventing them from proceeding on their lawful journey and business, and have



105

committed other acts of lawless violence, iz contempt and defiance of the magistrates

and local authorities ;

And whereas, William McTavish, Esq Governor of Assinniboine, did on the sixteenth
day of November last, publish and malke known to these armed men, ard all otkers, whem
it might concern, that the lawless acts aforesaid, and which were par ticular ly set forth in
his Proclamatlon, were, ‘‘ contrary to the remontrances and protests of the public autho-
rities, ” and did therem himself protest against each and all, of the said unlawful acts and
intents, and charged and commanded the said armed persons to immediately disperse
themselves, and peaceably to depart to their habitations or lawful Lusiness under the
pains and penalties of the law ;

And, whereas, since the i issue of the said protest or Froclamation, certain of the
armed men aforesaid, have taken possession of the public records and papers at Fort
Garry, and have seized and held as prisoners, the public officers or persons having charge
of the same, and, as I am creditably informed, still keep unlawful possession of the said
records and public property, and with force and arms continue to obstruct public officers,
and others, in the performance of their lawful duty and business, to the great terror, loss,
and injury of Her Majesty’s peaceful subjects, and in contempt of Her | Royal a.uthouty ;

And, whereas, Her Majesty, by T.etters Patent, under the Great Seal of the Dominion
of Canada, bearing date the twenty-ninth day of September, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine, has been graciousely pleased to appoint me to be,
from and after-the first day of December instant, Lieutenant Governor of the North-West
“Territories, and did authorize and command me 1o do and execute all things in due manner
that should belong to my said command.

Know You, that reposing trust and confidence in your courage, loyalty, fidelity,
discretion, and.ablllty, and under, and in virtue of the authority in me vested, I have
nominated and appointed, and, by tiese presents, do nominate and appoint you, the said
John Stoughton Dennis, to be my Lieutenant and a Conservator of the Peace in and
for the North-West Territories, and do hereby authorize and empow.r you as such to
raise, organize, arm, equip and provision, a sufficient force within the said Territories, and
with the said force, toattack, arrest, disarm, or disperse the said armed men so unlawfully
assembled. and disturbing the public peace; and for that purpose, and with the force
aforesaid, to assault, fire upon, pull down, or break into any fort, house, stronghold, or
other pla.ce in which the said armed men may be found ; and I hareby authorize you, as
such Lieutenant and Conservator of the Peace, to hire, pulch&se impress, and take all
necessaiy clothing, arms, ammunmon, and supplies, and all cattle, horses, wagons, sleighs,
or other vehlcles, Whlch may be required for the use of the force to be raised as afor esaid ;
and I further authorize you to appoint as many officers and deputies under you, and to
give them such orders and instructions, from time to time, as may be found necessary for
the due performance of the services herein required of you, reporting to me the said
appointments, and orders as you shall find opportunity, for confirmation or octherwise ;
and I hereby give you full power aad authority to call upon all magistrates and peace-
officers to aid and assist you, and to order all or any of the inhabitants of the North-
West Territories, in the name of Her Majesty the Queen, to support and assist you in
protecting the lives and properties of Her Majesty’s loyal subjects, and in preserving the
public peace, and for that purpose, to seize, disperse, or overcome by force, the said armed
men, and all others, who may be found aiding or abetting them in their unlawful acts. ~

And the said persons so called upon in Her Majesty’s name, are hereby ordered and
eujoined, at their peril, to obey your orders and directions in that bebalf ; and this shall
be sufficient warrant for what you or they do in the premises, so long as this Commission
remains in force. :

Given under my hand and seal atarms, at Red River, in the said Territories, this the first
day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine,
and in the thirty-third year of Her Reign.

By Command. ‘WirLiax McDouaaLr,
J. A. N. ProVENCHER, Sccretary. . .
12a—14
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DZEPABTMENT OF SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROVINCES
Otrawa, February Sth, 1870.

The Honomble Wm. McDougall, Esq., C. B,
Ottawa.

SIR —T have the honor to acknowledge the raceipt of your letters, under date 14th,
20th ‘ml 295h ult., the tirst covering a copy of a letter addressed by you to Mr. J oseph
Monkman, ralativa to the Indian Bands in the vicinity of the Lake of the ‘Woods ; the
second coveriny report from Colonel Dennis and other papers; and the third covering
copies of the Proclamation and Commission referred to in my letter of the 24th ult.

I have, &ec.,
Josepa Howe.

. Otrawa, January 20th, 1870.
The Honorable the Secretar: y of State for the Provinces, &e., &e., .

Sir,—I have the honor to transmit, herewith, the report of Colonal D;nms (A. 8),
denalhno' his proceedings in the Red River Set‘lemﬂnt from the Ist to the 10th
Dacember, under instructions from me, which I supposed I had authority, under my com-
mission, to issue. The copies of the papers referred to in this report did not reach me
until yesierday, in consequence of the illness of Colonel Dennis, from an injury he received.
on his journey from Pembina.

I have also received, and herewith enclose (B. 8), Colonel Dennis’s final report,
detailing the arrangements he made for the storing and disposing of the supplies, &c.,
collectad at Stons Fort and his visit to the Sioux, who were said to he making prepara,-
tions for war on their own account. )

: I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servaut,
‘Wu. McDovugaALL.

[A.8]

Record of Proceedings under Comimission from Lieutenant-Gorvernor McDougall dated

1st December, 1869.

‘WEDNESDAY, December 1st.

Arrwed at Mr. William Hallett’s on the Assinniboine, at 5 o'clock a.m. Sent
messengers for Mr. James McKay, and Mr. Robert Tait, with whom and Mr. Hallett,
discussed the present situation of affairs in the Settlement. Read them the Procla,ma.tlon
of 1st December, and my Commission, explained to them that my orders from Mr.
McDougall were to ascertain the state of feeling, at the present time, among the loyal
people, and should it be found such as to warrant the. belief, that an a,ppeal with the view
of organising a force to put down the malcontents, would be responded to in such a manner
as to leave little or no doubt of a favorable issue. I was to make such an appeal,
organise a force and put down the outbreak; on the other hand, should there be any
doubtmmmd as to the result, I was not to make any call, but return to Pembina, and
report accordingly.

Learned tha,+ the English-speaking delegates, were to attend a meeting of the French
Council, called for to-day, to make known the result of a reference to the several parishes
of the French proposition to form a Provincial Government. It was said this result
would show a majority of some huudreds over the party. Mr. Tait said he intended
being present at the meeting, and I gave him a copy of the Proclamation, with the under-
standmcr that he would have it read on the occasion.

Mr, Hallett was decided in his opinion, that the English speaking people would now
eagerly turn out to put down the émeute. 'The cther two gentlemen agreed with bin,
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that th2 p2ople were not dispased to tolerats any longer tharule of that party, but feared
the resuls of any app2al to arms woild be cerfain ruin to men of property, whose crops,
stok, &2., ti2 Freash would bz surs to destroy. They admitted at the sam= time, that
therz would bz no other course opsn if the French insisted upon establishing their
Provisional Government. ) :

The interview at Mr.  Hallett’s over, Mr. Tait drove me down to the town of
Winnipeg.

If>a221Dr Sshultz, and the rast of the loyal party in the village, in a condition of
much aaxiety in regard to the immadiate future. The French party had a day or two
previoasly pointad two six-pounder guns on Dr. Schultz’s house, and the men stood with’
port-iras lit, ready to fire inko his premises, in coaszquence of the Doctor’s refusal to
hand ovar to Risl’s possassion the provisions in his charge, belonging to the Canadian
Gvernment. Riel, however, thought bztter of it, and finding the Doctor was not to be
intimidated, withdrew the guns.

Public fesling was in a very excitsd state. Both the printing offices had been ssized
and were in poissession of Rial's party. Mr. Grant, however, of my office, aided by a
number of othar Canadian gentlemen, made a lot of manuscript copies, (of what) which
were distributed duringy th» aftaraoon anl evening, soms being despatched to Prairie
Portags, and others posted up in the town of Winnipeg. |

Called on ths Bishop, Archdeacon MeLean, Mr. Jamss Ross, Rav. Mr. Black,
Judge Black, and othersin th> Lowar Settlement. Mr. Ross, and the Rev. Mr. Black,
of Killdonan, were not in when I called, nor did I see Judge Black, who was up’ at
Fort Garry. Ilearned that Major Boulton of Mr. Hart’s surveying staff, has been in com-
munication with thesz gentlemen ; that men had been enrolled and had commenced to
drill at several places in the settlement.

Both these gentlement had previously given proof of a strong desire to assist in
bringing in and and establishing the Government, their opinion agreeing with those pre-
viously expressed, and furthermore, having had the assurance from Mr. William Dease, who
represented the loyal French, at whose house I spent a couple of hours last evening, on
my way to Fort Garry, that over nimety men of that party could be relied on teo fight
alongside of theloyal English and Scotch “for the establishment of order. I conclued it
t> bz a duby undar my commission to malke the call, satisfied that there was every prospect
that i5 would be generally responded to. I may say here that in answer to my question,
M. Daiszinformad m2- that he did noS think the reliable men in Riel’s party would
exceed three hundred in number.

Uader the conviction that the Insurgents would seize upon the Stone Fort, so soon
as my arrival in the ssttlement and the nature of my orders became known, I proceeded
on to that point, arriving about six o’clock P. 3. A guard was raised for the night through
the exertion of the clergyman last named, together with a few other loyal people, who sent
massengars through this part of the settlemsnt. The locality, considering the short notice,
turned out very well, the parish of St. Peter’s particularly, in which the people consist for
the most part of civilized and Christianized Indians, under the Revs. Archdeacon Cowley,
and Mr. Cochrane, and who acknowledge Henry Prince as their Chief, were prompt
in responding. By the morning there were about 120 men in the Fort, a majority of )
whom came from helow. A number of young men, some forty in all, Lad been in the
habit for several days back of assembling for drill, in one of the Company’s Stores here,
the drill instructor being Mr. Wm. Durie, a military school cadet, also of Mr. Hart's
surveying party, who had been working in this part of the settlement. These men also
had remained in the Fort for the night. I read the Proclamation, having assembled those
in ths Fort for ths purpose, which was well received, and also explained-the object of the
presegt call upon them, and desired that they should make the same know as widely as
possible. '

TrURSDAY, 2nd December.

I find that many ofthe men are deficient of arms, and those who have armshave
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only the trading gun. Have sent requisitions to whatever points I have reason to
believe arms are to be obtained, but anticipated that before sufficient can be. had, will have
to send from house to house through the settlement. ‘ :

Despatched a messenger to Mr. Hart and party to cease surveying operations, and
join me to assist in organizing. Reported my arrival and occupation of the Stone Fort
to Governor McTavish, mentioning the object of such occupation, and enclosing him also
a copy of my commissicn. Communication with the officer named is with much difficulty
éffected, as noletters are permitted, if known, to pass in or out of Fort Garry.

Sent for Major Boulton, who has been very active lately, assisting the people to
organize, and gave him definite instruction as to enrolment. With his aid, together
with that of M. Inkster for St. John’s, Mr. Gardiner for St. Andrew, Mr. Bunn for
Mapleton and St. Peter, divided the parishes into company districts, fixing the central
points in each for meeting to drill. : :

Some twenty-one Canadians reported themselves in a body from the town of
‘Winnipeg this evening, and enrolled their names. They tell me the Canadians in the
town number about thirty, and are all anxious to serve. I have, therefore, instructed
Dr. Lynch, a military school cadet, to enrol a company in Winnipeg, to be made up of
Canadians and other men in the vicinity. As the Canadians are all, more or less,
acquainted with diill, I directed Dr. Lynch simply to organize, and then let the men
remain quietly in their usual lodgings until further orders. Their presence therein that
way, having fully instructed them to avoid being any cause of oFence to the French, it
sezmed to m2 could be no cause of irritation, and the knowledge that they were there,
might tend to prevent any outrage on person or property of loyal people in the town.
The enrolment here I placed under Mr. William Dwire, and charged Mr. A. N. Muckle,

ilitary school cadet, with that duty in the upper part of St. Andrews, and the north end
of St. Paul’'s. Kildonan and the south end of St. Paul’s 1 entrusted to Mr. Cowland,
an English volunteer officer.

Judge Black wus with me for several hours during the day.

Sent Captain Webb, a Canadian volunteer officer and M. 8. C., who was surveying
up the Assinniboine, full instruction to cease surveying, and with the staff of his party,
who are all cadets, procesd to Prairie Portage, and organize a force of four companies
there. ~'When organized, equipped, and provisioned, to advise me, express, and await
erders, drilling industriously in the meantime.

Assembled Chief ¢ Prince’s” men in the Fort to-day. The Proclamation was
read and explained to the men in Indian ; it was also read in the English, many of
the men having a fair understanding of that language, after which I explained, as
interpreted by * * * | the manner in which the country had become connected. with
Canada, and the object of the incoming government. They all seemed loyally disposed,
cheering heartily for the Queen, and those of them who had guns, firing them off with
evident enthusiasm. . :

Knowing the views of the Lieutenant Governor to be opposed to the employment,
at the present time, of the Indians in putting down the insurgents, and such being my
own fezelings also, while at the same time it would -not be politic to dampen. the
dawning loyalty of these men by refusing their services entirely, I made the Chief select
fifty of his best men to come into the Fort as a guard. I have explained to him that
neither he nor hismen will be called upon to fight, excepting in case the Fort is
attacked, and as he is an intelligent man, I made him acquainted with the reasons.
He expressed himself as perfectly satisfied, and left me with his pride evidently
gratiied by being entrusted with the service.  The rest of his men I paid and sent
home, having thanked them in the name of the Government for their promptness in
turning out.

‘Wrote to the Lieutenant Governor, (see letter to him of this date.) Mr. Dease and
Dr. Schultz were with me during the evening. Mr. Dease still sanguine as to the stand
which will be taken by the loyal French. _

" The printing presses in the Town remaining in the armed custody of the French, sent
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Mr. Laurie, a practical-printer, up to Winnipeg for a small hand press and type lent by
Dr. Schultz, . ,

Frrpay, December 3rd

Made inspaction of the Fort, investigating contants of magazine. &s., ordered removal
“of some large Hudson Bay boats which had bean laid up for wintar, closs to the outside of
the Fort walls. Directad bastions to be clearsd out, made working drawings of #"sled for
mounting a brass six pounder gun, found in a corner of one of the stores. Gave orders for
this sled to be built by Mr. Avel, the Company’s engineer at Lower Fort. .

The return of men envolled in the saveral Pa,ushe.s, giving a satisfactory assurance
that the requisite force would be raised. Igave orders for the delivery of beef and other
supplies to be stored in the Fort.

Mr. Hart, P. L. 8., an excellent man of business, was appointed qua.rtermaster and
entered at once upon his duties, The hand printing press having arrived this morning,
Mr. Laurie set up and printed the Proclamation, a number of which were at onee distributed
through the Settlemnt.

There would appear to have been a good deal of excitement in the Town of Winnipeg
last night, judging from a note received from Dr. Shultz, in which he states that his
premises were entered about midnight by Riel with twenty-four men, but having delayed
a few hours at Mr. John Tait’s on his way up, he thus escaped being made prisoner. He
states also that search was made throughout the Towm for Dr. Bown, but Bown had
escaped, and was in hiding, where, no one appeared to know.

About the middle of the day Dr. Bown arrived in company with Mr. Stuart Mulkins,
of my office, in a room over which he (Bown) had been concealed during last night, a.nd
had escaped detection, although the premises had been searched by Riel and his pa.rty

‘Wrote Dr. Schultz, that the Canadians in Winnipeg were to keep perfectly quiet,
and remain in their.Jodgings, and not to invite, either by word or by deed, any attack from
the Franch, to bzareven insult without resenting it—not to fire upon any of the Insurgents
without beaing first fired upon. I reprasented to him that a collision, at present, would, in
consaguenss of our not bsing fully prepared, possibly result disadvantageously. '

Wrote Governor McTa.wsh asking orders to receive such arms as were at the
following Posts of the Company, viz :—1st. Port Alexander ; 2nd. White Horse Plains;
3rd. Prairie Portage ; 4th. Oak Point, Manitoubah. In the evening received his reply,
marked “B.”

Received the numerous calls from people in the settlement, expressing a strong desire
to co-operate im putting down the French now in Fort Garry.

Lzarning that Mr. Boyd, of Boyd and Inkster, had alarge supply of powder, a lot of
arms, stock of blanksts, and a considerable quantity of beef, sont an order for them, and
they arrived during the day. The guns were at once disiributed among the men who
wers deficient in arms. I also made it known that waere ever there were any spare arms,
I wished them sant to the Fort for the use of the Governmant.

SaTURDAY, December 4th.

Received a note from Dr. Schultz this morning, in which he states that a number of
the enrolled Canadians and others collected at his house, last evening ; ib is pxesumﬂd on -
his request, anticipating a possible attack on his property, and the Government provisions
in his charge; that, in the course of the night, bodies of men of the French party
repeatedly made their appearance around the outside of his house and premises, evidently
inviting attack from the party inside. That they repestedly adjourned for liquor to
G'Lone’s Saloon ; that they were there harangued by Riel, — finally that the came to the
front of his house, went through various manceuvres, detachmv parties to the rear, &ec., and
then went off to the Fort, leavm° g the Dr. and his party, between one and two o'clock A. 3. 5
unmolested. :
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From the occurreuces of last night it is evident to me, that a very critizal condition
of affairs exists at Winnipeg. - A single shot  which may be fired by either party would
precipitate possible deplorable results. As yet, the force I am organizing is not, nor will
it be probably in a condition to justify a collision for ten or twelve days. I shall, therefore,
give orders to the Canadians to withdraw from Winnipeg, and with that view have written
to order—a copy of which is marked “A 1.” Wrote also instructions to Major Boulton
on this subject, marked “ A 2.” Wrote also Dr. Schultz to same effect (see copy marked
“A 3T :

Towards evening, Mr. James McKay, and Mr. Nolin, a French half-breed, arrived,
bringing a copy of the French List of Rights—the first I had seen —and stating that
their object was, as individuals, anxious to se2 peace restored, to ascertain how far I could
put them in a position to assure the French party that these rights would be granted by

. Mr. McDougall. o L

I explained to them that I could give no assurance whatever,—that I could only say
that som> of thoss “ Rights,” as thay were callel, I had reason to believe it was the
Governor's intention t» have emboliad in his policy, but that others of tazm could not, in
my opinion, be allowed. : ‘

Mr. McKay begged that the order to arm, on the part of thz rest of the Ssttlement,
should be delayed further, as his bzlief still was that matters could be settled amicably,
and represented, in strong language, the outrages that would ensue, owiag to the savage
and revengeful instincts of these men, in case of hostilities. He expressed the opinion
that if blood were shad ia the Szitlement, Mr. McDougall, aud his family, at Pembina,
would be murdered, and, further, that even, at the present time. my own life was in danger
from assassination, and cautioned me from what had come to his knowledge, to be very
careful in my movements outside the Fort. _

With regard to the prospect of a peaceful settlement, he said he was convinced that
even now, if the French party could be satisfied that Mr. McDougall actually held a
parchment commission under the Great Seal, and that he had been duly sworn into office
as Lieutenant Governor, tbay would no longer oppose his entrance.

I then gave Mr. McKay the memorandum marked A 4,” and he and Mr. Nolin left
the Fort, sanguine that my proposition might lead to the disbanding of the French.

Mr. Alexander McKenzie, of Mapleton Parish, a Scotch half-breed, who had fomerly
been for some years the master of a Post in the Hudson Bay service, was introduced to
me to-day, and expressed his willingness-to enrol a company in the parish, and I gave him
the requisite authoiity. .

Received note from Major Boulton, marked “E;” also another from Dr. Schultz,
marked «F.” .

Suxypay, December 5th.

Sent up orders for enrolment of a company in St. James, also one in Headingly,
that for the latter being enclosed to Rev. J. Carrie (see Mr. Currie’s note previously

received, marked “ G.” Enclosad, with Mr. Carrie’s letter to me, was an address of
wealcome from inhabitants of High Bluff, Assinniboine, to Lizutenant Governor, marked
“GH”

Mr. Joseph Marion, French half-breed, of the loyal party, and who had been sent to

* Prairie Portage with Mr. Farmsr, to post ths Proclamation, on the first, arrived during

the day. Sent him up to Mr. Dease’s, directing the latter to have his men armzd, and
await orders.

Received a second letter from Major Boulton, marked “I.” This oficer, and Mr.
Snow, called in the evening. Mr. Snow very desirous to have Canadians allowed to
remain in Winnipsg, to guard Government Provisions, &c. Told him whoever stayed there
afterthe orders Lhad given,assumad the responsability, that as representing the Government,
I did not desirs a guard cn the provisions at the risk -of its causing a collision at the

present tiwe.
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Monpay, December Ath.

It having been represented that the response would be more complete if I would
make a call, and accompany it with evidence, that all could sze as to my authority, I put
the same in typz yesterday, on the C. M. S. press coming to hand, and to-day it was
printed and distributed (see copy marked “ K 1.”)

Received letter from Major Boulton, as to state of affairs in Winnipeg, marked “ K.”
At once wrote and sant off peremptory orders, reiterating those of the 4th inst., for the
Canadians to leave the town (see copy marked «“ K 2.”)

Wrobe: Mr. Jam3ss Ross, in reply to his note (copy marked “K 4.”) Reply marked
“X 3.

Understanding that Mr. Grant, of Sturgeon Creek, had a small howitzer, wrote him,
sending a messenger for it.

Judge Black was with me for an hour or two to-day. Mr. Sutherland, a Member of
the Council of the colony, and an Officer of the Kildonan Company, with Mr. McBeth,
called also. Mr. Sutherland seemed strongly of opinion that, if 1 would meet the French
Council, it might result in their sending a delegation to the Lieutenant Governor. T
expressed my willingness to do so, and he left with the nnderstanding that he was to see
the French Leaders Yo-morrow morain g, enil, if possible, arrange for a meetnw

Tuzspay, December 7th.

Last evening, about eight o'clock, a Mr. Alexander Black and his wife called upon me.

Mrs. Black had been up totown to consult Dr. Schultz professionally, and had had
much difficulty, so she informed me, in getting into the village, and still more in getting
access to the Doctor, in consequence of close investment of the place, and particularly of
the house of the latter, by the French party.

She brought a verbal message from Dr. Schultz to me, as he told her he was afraid to
trust a letter, to the effect that some forty Canadians were in a state of siege in his house.
That they could not go out either to get food, wood or water, and begged for help. This,
it is clear, would not have occurred had, my previous orders, repeatedly given, for the
Canadians to leave the town, been obeyed. My force in the Settlement was not as yet
organized ; and not having heard, so far, from Capt. Webb, I felt that the crisis was one
mvolvmcv very grave consequences.

Thmkmg, however, on the moral effect of the object I had in view, should the
Canadians be captured, it seemed a duty to relieve them, if possible; and behevmu as
Mrs. Black said, the French in the town were not more than fifty in number ; that on the
appeararice of a 'considerable body of men, coming up from the direction of the Lower
Fort, the French guard would fall back on Fort Garry, and so leave time for the besieged
party to come out and return with us ; and that the relief could be effected in this way,
without necessarily having a collision, I determined on that course.

About forty men of the company. the head-quarters of which are at Stone Fort,
were drilling at “the time, and expx:essed their readiness to go,andI then gota sleigh and
drove up the Settlement, to gather, if possible, sixty additional volunteess from among the
enrolled men, believing that T should have little or no difficulty in getting that number
in St. Andrews. I found,‘ however, that the requisite force would “hot be forthcoming.
Indeed, there appeared to me to be an entire absence of the ardour which existed
previously. Some of the leading men in St. Andrews, who are filling the position of
officers in the two companies in this parish, viz :—Mr. D. Gunn, Mr. J oseph Macdonald,
Mr. Thomas Sinclair,—met me a% therRev. Mr. Gardener’s. and it beca,me evident that
the project for the relief of the Canadians must fall to the ground.

I expressed a conviction that soms agency was at work which had produced a change
in the feelings of the people, and the gentlemen present, agreeing with me, remarked that
it might pxooably be accounted for by the distribution throuo'h the parishes, during yester-
day, of the French “ List of Rights.” It was stated, thas, up to the time of dissemination
of this document, no one but theiaselves knew what the demands of the malcontents were ; ;
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and now that they had bzen published, some of them proving reasonable in their character,
and the whole accompanied by expressions of a willingness to send a deputation to Pembina,
to treat with the Lieutenant Governor, it might easily be coneeived that the effect on the
rest of the people would be to make them less jealous of French domination, and more
hopeful of sseing peace brought about by other means that by a resort to arms.

Returned to the Fort at 2 a.m., finding a messenger had.arrived during my abserce,
bringing from the Lieutenant Governor a Proclamation directing the former officials of the
Colony to continue to discharge their several duties as previous to the first instant. As
the messenger returned at once, I wrote to the Lieutenant Governor hurriedly in return,
giving an account of the changed situation, and the evident effect of the French ¢ List of
Rights,” a copy of which, as also a copy of note received from Mr. James Ross, I enclosed
w1th letter.

Sent off with at 3-a.m., a verbal message, to be conveyed, if possible, to the beseiged
party, telling them of my inability to relieve them, and that if obliged to surrender, they
must only get the best terms they could.

Desiring to investigate further the evident change in the feeling of the people in
regard to aggressive measures, I drove up to the Rev. Mr. Black’s and convened a meeting
there of leading men in the Scotch Settlement. There were present, Judge Black, Rev.
Mzr. Black, Mr. James Ross, Mr. Bernard Ross, Chief Factor Hudson's Bay Company, Mr.
Sutherland, Member of Council, Messrs. John and William Fraser, also members of
Council, and Mr. Polson.

I speechly Jbecame satisfied that the only condition on which the Scotch people would
now arm and drill, would be to act strictly on the defensive ; indeed, I was informed that
a public meeting held in the vicinity, had just broken up, at which clelevates were appointed
to visit me at the Stone Fort, without delay, to request that aggressive measures might
for the present be abandoned. This attitude on their part, just at the present time,
strengthened the conclusion I had come to, as to the change in sentiment of the people of
the Lower Parishes.

A strong desire was expressed by those present, that I should agree, if the rebels
were willing; to meet their council, aud see if communication could be opened up with
the Lieutenant Governor, in hopes that it might bring about peace. I explained that
Mr. Sutherland was authorized by me last evening to see the. leaders of the French
party, and arrange for such meeting this morning. Mr. Sutherland said there was so much
excitement among them, all in reference to the seizing of Dr. Schultz's house, that he
had found it impossible to get an interview with Riel. Tt was settled then that Mr.
Sutherland should arrange such a meeting, if possible, to-morrow morning, and, in any
case let me know what has been done in That direction.

Taken altogether, it appears to me probable that the resort to arms to put down the
French party, at the present time must be given up. I shall not, however, discontinue
the drill going on in the severak parishes, believing that such will not be without good
moral effect on probable negotiations.

‘While at the meeting at Mr. Black’s, the town was represented as being in a ‘state of
great excitement, and before I left, news came that the Canadian party had “been obliged
to surrender, and were taken to Fort Garry as prisoners.

As reva.rds this unfortunate affair, there was no force with which the party could
have been reheved and the French party being in overpowering numbers, there was no
alternative but to surrender : indeed, it was an act of folly there remaining there to be
made prisoners of, as I have reason to believe they could have made their escape a few
hours previously, “withous danger or difficulty (see Major Boulton’s report‘x on this subject,
marked «L”).

My constant aaxiety, since issuing the first orders on Saturday la.sb, for them to
leave the town, has been to get them away quietly, feeling that at any hour, through their
indiscretion, the entire object of the Government might have been frustrated.

A young gentleman, Mr. Mulkins, belonging to one of the surveying parties, and
whom I sent up to Fort Garry; during the forenoon, to convey a message in connection
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with the besieged Canadians, I learned alse had been taken prisoner, and confined with
Dr. Schultz’s party. - .

While at Mr. Black’s, Mr. Caldwell arrived from the town, bringing a copy in French
of what may be styled a “Declaration of Independence,” and bearing, unmistakably,
the mark of American manufacture. Mr. Caldwell said he had been forced to print if,
that the French were not satisfied to keep his press from him, but in addition, forced him
to work for them, by. threats from armed men, who were placed in possession.

‘WEDNESDAY, December 8th.

Received a letter from Bishop McCrae this morning (see Copy marked “N”. This
letter evidently corroborated the fact of the change of sentiment among the people.
This is further strengthened by the remarks of people who called upon me: these,
however, 1 observe, are few in number compared with those of last week. In the course
of the day received another letter from the Bishop marked ¢ O,” in which his Lordship is
joined by Archdeacon McLean, in begging that no aggressive measures may be taken.

Tt is unnecessary to say that measures of this character are out of the question, as
people evidently will not sustain them at present.

Printed and distributed the Lieutenani Governunor's Proclamation, confirming the
former officials in office. E

Have heard nothing as yet from- Mr. Sutherland, regarding prospect of a meeting
with the French Council. ’

THURSDAY, December Oth.

Having become convinced that it is useless longer to entertain any expectation
of being enabled to get a reliable force with which to put down the party in arms,
decided to abandon the call upon the English speaking people, and take advantage of
the disposition of the French, as expressed by them, to send delegates to- Lieutenant
Governor, and so withdraw from a situation which the change in sentiment during the last
few dayshas rendered a faise one. I, therefore, this morning issued a notification marked
“P,” sending a manuscript copy, early in the day, to Mr. Bannatyne, at Winnnipeg, with
a note (see copy marked K 5,”) asking him to lay it before the French Council.

Shall retain chief “ Prince’”” and his fifty men to guard the Fort for a few days, until
events further develope themselves.

In course of day received copy of French Declaration of Independence, marked «R.”*
Received this evening Joseph Marion’s letter containing message from Mr. Dease, marked ¢ S,”
by 1, the French party, it will be scen, have also determined to act only on the defensive.

Gave orders to cease drill and stop the receipt of any further supplies.

Gave Major Boulton orders to go to Prairie Portage and stop the drilling there; also to
convene a council of the Indians in that neighborhood, particularly the Sioux, who, I have

" been informed, are disposed to anticipate a call from the Government by making war on the
French party, and tell them to be quiet. e , -
No communication has, as yet, reached me from Captain Webb, and. the only conclusion
I can arrive at is, that his message has been intercepted. . o
Frmay, December 10th.
Two of the chief warriors of Henry ¢ Prince’s” Band, were introduced by him to-day.
There were the usual protestations of loyalty to the Queen, and readiness to fight her enemies.
These men live up on the Red River, in the disaffected districts, and say that their families are
in fear of the French half-breeds.
'~ To do the Indians justice, they will, I believe, be found loyal to the Government,
throughout the territory. :
Messrs. Arkland and Elwood arrived from Winnipeg to-day. They report the French
continuing to arrest Canadians wherever they find them, and that even. they, themselves,
although having taken no part, feel that they may be arrested any moment. They bring no

* Not in the original.
12015
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news regarding the. imprisoned. Canadians, but report that the French have commenced the
search for, and taking possession of arms in private houses, asserting their mtentzou o go
h the settlement for that purpose.
eported to the. Lieutenant Governor, .sending this Record mp t0 the -present time,
and stating my intention to join him, at Pembina at an early day, and. trusted the papers to
two of Henry Prince’s Indians, selected by bJ.m for that purpose. . " -

J. 8. DEnNs,

"Lieutenant and Conservator of the Peace
.in and for the N.-W. Territories.

CoPIES of Papers veferred to in the foregoing Record of Proceedings.
[“B’,’] e i o T O S g
Colonel Dennis, &c., &e., Lower Fort Garry.

Sir,—1I have the honor to aclmowledge -the. rece1pt of your: letter of .the 3rd" inmst.,
making - enquiries as to the number of guns -which wight'be had -from' the Hadson Bay
Company’s Posts near the Settlement. In reply, I beg to say that; ‘at. present, I cannot
give any very -definite: information, as the -stock, at no time very. large at-any. of those
Posts, will, at present, ‘entirely depend on what the wants of the Indians have been' in
the Autumn, but -there -may be still on hand at those Posts, as follows:—At Fort
Alexander, possibly 10 guns; at White Horse: Plains, from 10-to 15 at Point du Chéne
from 4 t0'6. At Portage la. Prairie must be very few.

“From-here ‘I could supply a’very large number, if T ‘could get them out which for
imore “than a. week past. I°have been watching an oppormmty to do. Had it not been
for the ‘excitement about the’ pork there would “have “been” in all’ probablhty ‘sixty guns in
one ‘of the out-houses’ here, ‘which is without ‘the” wall," besides a’ good supply sent to Oak
Point, -but which,’ owing “to ‘the appearance of the people here, Dr. Cowan caused to be
countermanded when the slédges were loading. ‘I enclose four orders for the: dehvery of all
.arms to your meqsengers, having-authority from you to give rece1pt for them T

I have the honor, &c, .
Wx MGTAVISH

B F'OR'.I.‘ GARRY; De_cémber 4th, 1869.

[a L]
.SronE Fort, December 4th 1869
Memora/ndum of Orders for the Enrolled C’anachams in tlw Town qf Wmnyreg

These men are not in a position where they can' be supported: by any force, of whlch
I am at present aware, should they be attacked by’ the Rioters under Rlel whlch seems
to me likely to -occur.

I am convinced the object of ‘the latter is mow to provoke them beyond endurance,
and o precipitate a collision, in which he would try to show that the Canadians were
the -aggressors, with ‘the:hope, that in such case; he might obtam the aid: of' ‘the rest of
the French:party. - -

-1 have, - thereforee, . to request that the Canadians will mthdraw from the Village, and
come down to the Scotch Settlement, where I will meet . them, and -establish ~them in
defensible ‘quarters, in which they will serve as an outpost,.and under cucumstances Where
they can be readily reinforced, if necessary.

‘They had better come down this- evening, .and report to me, or to. MaJor Boulton, at
the Rev. Mr Black’s.

" J. 8. DEnnIS,

-Lieut:-Colonel.
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[42] . o
, 4 . Lower Fort, 4th December, 1869,
Memorarndum for Hajor Boulton. - ‘ ' - ,

1 have instructed Canadians:to withdraw from town, and propose to put them, say,
in the Seotch Church, if thé. Rev.” Mr. Black-is willing. ~They will remain there with as
many additional men as you may think' necessary, obtained in the neighborhood. They
will serve as an outpost .and rendezvous for the loyal, in case of any demonstration being
made by Riel’s party on the Lower Settlement.. This post will be under your immediate
command. T have sént- forward a supply, consisting of 50 blankets, 20 guns, 2 quarters
bee% 4 bags flour, 1 cooking . stove, furniture and pipes, 10 Ibs. tea, 1 bag bullets,
2,000 caps. T o »

Anything further required you can' probably procure there. If not, let me kmow.
Organise the men as you think best. "Report to me every day, if possible. Should Mr.
Black not be willing, and you can find any other easily defemsible house there, take it
instead of the Church. Let your sentries be particular to note movements along the
highroads, and send forward notices of any such at once. I have received, from parties
now with me, who left Fort Garry late this afternon, information that such a move in this
direction is contemplated. o

o J. S. DENNIs.

P.S—Write me fully and candidly the present feeling in the Scotch Settlemerit,
to-morrow. Hire any transport necessary. ‘
J. 8. D.

[A 3] , :
StoNE ForT, 4 December, 1869.
Dr. Schultz, Winnipeg. : .

My Dear Dgr. ScEHULTZ—From the occurrences of last night, the anxiety of Riel is
evident “to have the Canadians draw .the first’ blood, which latter would be. anything but
disirable just now. ‘T'have come to the conclusion that they must be withdrawn, and have
therefore ordered it by bearer. © = - . ‘ ‘ -

I shall go up and meet ‘them at the Scotch Church, and establish them there as an
outpost, under Major Boulton. I'see no other course for you to pursue, but to send Mrs.
Schultz to a friend’s house, as you propose, shut up your premises, and let the property -
take its chance. As to the Government provisions, should the guard be still over them, I
shall not, as representing te  Government, require them to remain there any longer. They
had better; therefore, lock up the place and leave. I would be glad to have them come
down with the others, and enrol in the force at the outpost,; but will leave that to
themselves. : : »

‘Were my force organised ‘I would' not allow Canadians to be used as you have been
there; "but I am not at all-in a’position to'act, and regret to say things move but slowly
bere. You speak of enthusiasm-—I have not seen it yet with anybody but ¢ Prince’s”
men. :

In haste, truly yours,
J. 8. Dennis.

[A 4 N ,
] Stone Fort, Lower SETTLEMENT, 4th December, 1869.

MewnorANDUM.—Mr. James McKay tells mo the French party say they are willing
to obey the Queen’s commands, but assert that the Ho:. Wm. McDougall, is not duly
appointed and sworn into office as Her Majesty’s Representative, and that he thinks, if
they could be satisfied of this, they would offer no further opposition to that hon.
gentleman entering the settlement. ' o o

If there is any doubt upon this point humiliating to the Queen’s Representative
to be called on to show his commission, Mr. McDougall, I think, would be disposed
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to consent to even this, rather than be the cause of bloodshed among the people, 1 would
therefore, make the following proposition :—

"I will go to Pembina, and obtain the Commission, and place the same in the hands
of Governor McTavish, together with the certificate of the Crown Law Adviser, at
present with the Lieutenant Governor, that the latter has been duly sworn into office.
Upon this the French party at once to disband, and offer no further opposition to
Mr. McDougall entering the Settlement.

Upon the leaders of the French party signing an agreement to the above effect,
I will give orders to cease any further steps towards arming by the English speaking
people in the Territory. g
J. 8. DExnNis,

Lieutenant and Conservator of the Peace,

(E]

Lreutenant Colonel Dennis.

S1r.—I have. the honor to inform you that I have received your communication
containing memo to the Canadians. Dr. Lynch, Mr. Snow, Dr. Schultz, and myself, have
consulted together, and have come to the conclusion, that, under the circumstances (that
we have 70 men and 65 good arms on the premises), we have a strong position, and could
resist successfully a strong attack. It is now nine o’clock, the men are all posted, and
the rebels know it. There are no men moving about, and no indicativns of any attack,
and a retreat would, or might, inspire the rebels with more confidencs than they appear
at present to possess. i

Your memo to the Canadians says: “they had better come down this evening,”
which, apparently, leaves us the opportunity of using our own judgment under existing
circumstances. I wrote to you this.afternoon, Mr. Prud’homme’s house is a large one,
and empty, and could be occupied and filled with provisions and stores. I will go down
to-morrow, and see you, and receive your further orders. I have written a letter to Mr
Pinkham at St. James’s, to call a meeting, that I might enrol volunteers and drill them.

: I bave, & .,
' C. W. Bouwrox.

‘WinNiPEG, 4th December, 1869,

(F]
- Towx oF WINNIPEG, Saturday night.

DEear CorLoNer Dexnxis,—Events have a good deal changed since the writing of this
morning. The firm stand seems to have had its effect, and to day nothing of moment
occurred. This afterncon President Bruce visited me (no guard) at 4 p.m. Said he had
come to explain to me, and to ask explanation;reminded me of the “bon accord ” in times
past, and of the services I had rendered him in times of sickness, and he asked me where
was the sticking point in their resolutions? On my mentioning the insulting nature of
the last one, he said that they had not so meant it, and that I must have an incorrect copy
——spoke slightingly of Riel-—said they could not go to see the Governor at Pembina, but
would like to see you. I told him that I thought you would see him alone, as he proposed
without Riel, but thought that Riel would spoil everything—assented to this, and said
that after he returned from Stinking River to-morrow, he wonld see me, and arrange a
mee ing. [ give this for what it is worth—other indications point to its probability.

‘With thanks for your kind wishes as to Mrs. Schultz.

I remain, &e.,
JorN ScruLTZ.

P.S. Captain Boulton writes the news of most of the Canadians here, and I think
the altered circumstances will probably induce you to countermand or modify order. -
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Colonel Denmis. : _
DEeAR Sir,—As Mr. Farmer, who brought the Proclamation here, intimated to me
that you wished me to give some information concerning the loyalty of this parish, I have
the honor to inform you, that nearly all the people are loyal to the Queen, and wish to
become a part of the Dominion of Canada. I have spoken to a number of persons lately
about the matter, and all have expressed their willingness to enlist as volunteers, to bring
in snd establish the Hon. Wm. McDougall as Governor in these Territories, and also to
agsist in preserving British Law and order amongst us. A paper to that effect is now
being signed at Mr. John Taylor’s house. I am sure if you were only to come among us,
or if any one were to come with proper authority to call out volunteers, I do not think
any one in the parish would refuse to go, except & few individuals who are of no account
anywhere, and who would do well to vanish into “thin air” as soon as possible. I
enclose a copy of resolutions, passed at a public meeting held at Mr. Tait’s house,
November, 29, i.c., before the Proclamation was issued. You will see from them that
the parish proved loyal then; it is much more so now, since the Proclamation has been
1ssued. .

I may remark, that in reference to the first resolution, it is apparently defective. To
express the wish of the meeting, the latter part of it would read thus: “ until the entry
of the Canadian Government, and then we will support and strengthen the said Canadian
Government.” :

‘With best wishes for the success of your undertaking,
I remain, yours, &e.,
James CARRIE,
Incumbent Headingly Parish.

“Gop SAVE THE QUEEN.”

[«G. H."]
To the Honorable William McDougall, C.B., Licutenant Governor of the DBritish Northe

West Tervitory in America. :

‘We, the undersigned inhabi*ants of High Bluff, desire to express to your Excellency,
as Her Majesty’s Representative, our sentiments of loyalty to Her Majesty the Queen of
Great Britain and Ireland, and also our ardent desire that your Exzcellency may speedily
arrive safe among us:—deenly regretting that untoward circumstances have so long
deprived us of Your Excellency’s presence. :

Signed by 61.

(1) T

To Colonel Dennts.

Sir,~—1I have the honor to inform you I proceeded to Kildonan School House. Owing
to a break down on the road, I was detained an hour. I found the School House full,
and proceeded at once to explain the object of my coming. I read your Commission and
Service Roll Heading. After concluding the speaking, some of the older men questioned
me as to the legality of it. I argued the point, and failed quite to satisfy them, though
the majority were against the legal quibble, but I judged it best to satisfy parties, and
agreed to postpone the meeting to 10 o’clock this morning, to allow said parties to get
Judge Black’s opinion (I told them the only legal authorities, the Governor, Mr. Richard’s
and Judge Black were satisfied of the legality.)

WixniPEG, December 4th, 1869.
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- I'met them again this ‘morning at 10 o'clook, though not so numerous. Judge Black
had given his opinion—these men were perfectly satisfied, and came forward and headed
the Roll.. I took down sixty names then and there; formed & company, appointed officers
and 4 sergeants; 1 officer .and:: 2 ‘sergeants to the Districts in which their squad :or sub-
division reside. ,The people were numerous, and are to dssemble on Monday at'1 o’clock,
when I expect over 100.men “to. be there; and I will have two.company’s officered:and
formed; and: ready to turn out atacall from their Lieutenants and Ensigns.. ‘I have come
up here to assist/Dr. Schultz and the party ; Ishall put the men here in a thorough state
of orgdnization; and find out the amount of armunition and arms.. ‘We :are: going to
assemble here; and keep guard all night, and resist attack ; but I'shall not allow any one
to. provoke it: Will you send up -ammunition, &c., as we ought to have it handy near
here.. I think we.ought to have provisions, &c.,stored for necessity, It will hold a:great
number,-and when the Portage pedple come down it will be required: o

. :The people here are - very anxious, and ‘everywhere wishthe organization to be
completed as soon as - possible, for the: French: gain strength by time. = There was quite a
demonstration last night: Mr. * * * place:wasalso placed at our:disposal for stores or
men.

If you send me any orders to carry out, I will:do so without delay. - We shall have
about .70 to-night; to defend this: place, I think. . Owing to my break down last night, and
hwrry; I had not timeé to leave your letter for Judge Black, but sent it this' morning.
Everything is cheering for number. Guns are wanted. If the spare arms from the Fort
were sent to Mr. Prud’homme’s house, or elsewhere, they would be handy, and many men
want them. I will take steps to have them securely stored when they arrive.

I have, &e.,
C. W. Bouwroxn, Major.

(E.)

Liewt.-Col. Derinis,

Str,—1I have the honor to inform you, I arrived here last night, about eleven o'clock,
and was met by a messenger, telling me to be careful how I wentintotown. I accordingly
left my horse and cutter at * * * and - went on foot, got around by the river, and
entered Dr. Schuliz’s house about twelve o’clock. The town was full of Frenchmen, and
they kept parading about, and- placed séntries all around the Doctor’s, and kept us
on the alert all night. There were about .seventy or seventy-five in the Doctor’s. house.

- The greatest number of French who left-the Fort and entered thetown was ninety-six.
They were counted as they passed up.. They kept coming and going all night. I assembled
the officers of the company, with Dr. Schultz and ‘Mr. Snow, and told them your orders,
and pointed out the reasons why they should not remain on the .premises any longer, so
they agreed to leave. I left directions as to there mode of procedure, and gave strict
orders not to be later than two or three o’clock at the outside, in leaving. I then left
with Hallettto go to St. James Parish meeting st nine o'clock, and came across the
Prairie to Kildonan and drilled about 100 men, and had the provisions, blankets, &c., put
into'® * * as the most convenient place to put them in, to await your further orders.
I then went back to town about four o'clock, but could not enter to see what was delaying
them, and heard that Dr. Schultz’s house was clogely invested, at léast that ‘men were all
aroundit. Imet* * * going in, and asked him'to let me know what was going on. I
I went over to his house, and he tells me he did not get in either ; at least-he thought it
imprudent to'enter. I feel & little apprehensive about them. I domnot know why they
have not come out. If they were to leave, I do not think the French would fifé the first
shot, but they begin to look very ugly, and Bishop McCrea tells me theré caniiot be less
than 600 armed men in connection with the Fort. It is thought that some attempt ata
peaceful solution should be made by a discussion of their rights as printed. Riel has'
showed such strength of force that, as an enemy, he is not to be despised. - I am ouly

December 6th, 1869.
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giving now to you opinions that I hear in conversation. The people about ‘here
express their willingness 'to take a stand, but apparantly a panic is easily created.
There will be two companies nearly in this Parish. St. Paul's kad forty-three names
subscribed, .Hallett's Parish only gave sixteen names, all good -ORnes. o

- The méeting Was small, Mr. * * * says that the Parish i a_good deal in the
hands. of  Bannatyne and Mr. McKenny, which accounts for it. I was ‘intending to
go into, town ight to see if T could reach: Dr. Schultzs house, or hear’ anything
‘of them, but as ™ ‘ '
object d b dotained 5s

I have strietly enjoined, repeatedly, 21l

a3 * * * hag gone in, I have thought better to remain here, asTam an
uspicion, and:would be. detained as_prisoner. o '

; ] . the Canadians to suffer .insult rather than
provoke attack, or fire a shot, and I think they all see the necessity of it, and will be
very careful. - I heard they do not number over twenty-five or thirty to-night, as several
left. I suppose when it became known, it was decided to evacuate, though I told Dr.
Lyr h notto let-it be known till the preparations were made. I enclose a letter from
the Bishop. The French apparently wish to avoid clashing with the English and Scotch,
and if a bold stand is made through the organization, it may bring about a peaceful
solution. They say the ¥rench cannot continue in force, as their families will be left, or
are left, in a very destitute state. I will be about in the morning to find out the state of
affairs. -If the Canadians do leave, [the Town as .well 'as the :Fort will be entirely in
the hands of the French. I -have given youan:account of. everything I think of worthy
of note. : ST A N R .

I havethe honor,

C. W. BouwTon.

B ——

K11 :
[ I:K'.ecites;eommission -from Lieutenant Governor MeDougall to Colonel Dennis. ¢« By
virtue ‘of the above commission from the Lieutenant Governor, I now hereby. call on, and
order, all Joyal men of the North-West Territories, to assist me, by every means in their
power, to carry out the same, and thereby restore public peace and order, and uphéld ‘the
supremacy of the Queen in this part of Her Majesty’ Dominions. g

'J. 8. Dennzs,
Lieutenant, &e. .

in the year of our Lord, 1869.
- [K2]

‘Given under my hand, at the Stone Fort, Lower Settlement;-this- 6th day of _ﬂecember,

SroNE Forr, 2-30 P31, 6th December, 1869.
. M=zwmo.
To the Enrolled Canadians at Winnipeg.

Tam told the Rebels are paraded in foree in the town of Winnipeg, and are acting in a
manner-caleulated to provoke.a:collision with the loyal party.

1 6annot be. a party. to precipitating such an event just at the present time, and must,
therefore, Feiterate my orders of the ‘4th instant, to the enrolled Canadians, to leave the Town
and establish' themselves- af Kildonan School:House, where there is 2 supply of provisions, and
where:they will have assistance at hand if attacked. . =~ =~ S

‘Msjor Boulton, -or in his absence, Dr.-Lynch, must see to this, being ‘done. Of course,
if the'attempt-to-comedown. would bring on a fight, they may remain where they aré; but
not encouraging hostilities. - Liet'them' come down under ‘cover of the evening. =" .°

J.8. Denmvs,
Lieutenant-Colonel



120

[K3.] ' _ '
: _ StoNE Forrt, 6th December, 1869.

James Ross, Esq., Winnipeg. T o

My DEAR Si»,—1 have this moment received your note. I think it my duty, under my
Commission, not fo relax preparations to put down, by force of arms if necessary, the present
outrageous condition of things-in the Settlement. = At the sametime, I will be glad to see
the gentlemen of whom you speak. . I will not act ‘on the aggressive so long as there is, to
my mind, a satisfactory reason for further delay. It would be the greatest possible relief
to me to see peace restored without resorting to force ; but there has been so much temporizing,
that it would almost seem to me, the insurgent party are now actually drawing moral strength
from that very source. oo , ' .

Believe me, &c.,

J. 8. DE&NIS.
[K 4]

Colonel Dennis, &e., d:c.

DEAR SIR,—As an opportunity offers, I drop you this Hne to express my strong convic-
tion that you should not make any aggressive movement at present.
Pray do nothing aggressively. I am still hopeful of peace. A civil war is altogether too
dear a price to pay for any thing wanted on either side. -Many others think so too.
: Yours truly, &e.,

James Ross.

6th December, 1869.

P.S.—You may have a deputation from the English-speaking people to-day, or to-morrow,
urging that you should make no aggressive movements. I say you may ; I cannot tell this
till afternoon. - In haste. ‘ : S J.R.

[“K. 5.”] ‘
A. E. B. Bannatyne, Bsq., Winnipeg.

DearR M=z. BaNNATYNE,—I hope the enclosed will satisfy the French party of my
desire not to see the country made desolate upon a question which, I am confident,
admits of a peaceful solution. Be good enough to make it known to the parties in
arms, if I can contribute in way to bring about a settlement, I shall be glad to
do so. '

The paper will be printed and distributed to-day.

Believe me, &e.
J. 8. DENNIS.

mcem———.

«f,n : .
L ! Lower Forr GARRY, December 9th, 1869.

Se,—I have the honor to state for your information my knowledge of the occurrences
of the past few days. According to instructions, I proceeded on Friday, the 3rd, to the
Scotch Settlement, for the purpose of organizing Companies in the Parish. The following
day I received a-letter, asking me to come up to Dr. Schultz’s, that a2 number of men had
assembled there the previous evening to defend the place, as an attack was feared from the
French. I arrived there in the evening, after my other duties had been performed, and found
they had been reinforced, and numbered about sixty men, Canadians and others. The cause
agsigned to me for the assembling, was, that the French had been drinking in the Salaons,
and in that state might make an attack. I took down the names of all the men, and divided
them into sub-divisions and sections. They choose their officers, and non-commissioned officers,
and I distributed them about the houses, so that they may be held in command. Between

»
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pine and ten, your orders came for the men to withdraw., As it was late, znd the town was
quiet, and there where 2 number of ladies and wemen in the house, I thought better to remain
where we were. - The memorandum was not communicated-to all the men, as they were dis-
tributed and sleeping in three houses. The town was quiet all night, and the following
morning I went down with Mr. Snow to see you, leaving every thing quiet.

As it was Sunday, I told those men who had no houses to go to, to remain quiet till I
returned. I did not return that night till twelve o’clock, owing to my horse breaking down.
I got into Dr. Schultz’s and found that the French had increased in numbers, and the position
was assuming an aspect of hostility, and one detrimental to the interests of the cause you were
engaged in; and that night ninety-six French left the Fort and entered the town and. paraded
about. I gave all the men orders on no account to proveke attack. The night past away
without any demonstration on the part of the French. On the following morning I assembled
the officers of the company, and some others, and communicated your orders, and pointed out
the futility of remaining there. That they were acting on thei own responsibility, and con-
trary to your orders. I took the opinion of each one and they all agreed to leave. I accor-
dingly requested Dr. Schultz to take immediate steps to remove his family and the other
ladies, and told the officers to let the men either go singly with their arms throughout the
day, or if not with their arms, to wait till all was ready, and march out in a body, which I was
satisfied could be done with ease, «s the French wanted them to leave the premises and nothing
more. I told the officers not to give the orders to the men till all was ready, lest it might get
out, and 2 demonstration be made by the French, and as there were a number of females on
the premises, they had to be looked after first. I told him to leave as soon as possible, but on
no account to be latter than three o'clock. I then left him with Mr. Hallett, to attend »
meeting ¢ St. James Parish, and afterwards to drill some companies at Kildonan Parish. I
tock possession of Mr. Prudhomme’s house for the reception of the wmen, and made a few
arrangements. I then made 2n attempt to get into town again ahout four o’clock, but could not.
I then wrote a letter to you, informing you of the state of offairs, and that I felt a little appre:
hensive about them, but not much, as I was satisfied if they would retire, they might do so,
knowing the French would not fire the first shot. When the position wzs first assumed it was
only to protect the premises and Government property from a comparatively few French, but
on Sundxy night they appear to have increased greatly. Several men left* on Monday, but
were not allowed to return. Of subsequent events you are already in possession. I do not
know why they do not leave, after my orders of the morning.

I have, &e.,
C. W. BouLTON.

[u N.H]

Brsror’s Court, Decerber 6th, 1869,
Colonel Dennis.

-

Dear CovroNeL DENNis,—I grieve to say that the state of things is assuming daily &
graver aspaet. I am greatly disappointed at the manifestations of loyalty, and a determination
to support the Government of Mr. McDougall, on the part of the English population. Instead
of a breaking down of the force of the insurgents, I feel certain, from my observations at Fort
Garry-to day, and from iaformation from Mr. McTavish and others I can fully rely on, that
over 600 men are now in arms, and they are well armed. I see no reason to depend on want
of courage or determination on the part of these men. In addition to this strong exhibition of
forez, there is a balief, apparently on good authority, of a determination to avenge loss of life, if
they are atticked by house to house massaering, or at any rate by individual assassination.

I feel, therefore, that success in an attack with such foress as you can bring together, with
nothing of the common action the Insurgents have, is very problematical, and that the warfare
is likely to b2 such, that a victory will only be less fatal to the Settlement, and the interest of
the Canidian Government than a defeat. ,

You must not suppose that this comss from one who is timorous; though I never said it

* Supposed froxa Dr. Schultz's house.
2a—16 -
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before, I went to the first meeting of the Couxcil of Assinpiboine, prepared to rceommend 4
forcible putting down of the insurrection, and. when yed czme in, I Loped that the cxhibition
of force would be sufficient ; but the force of the insurgents has only grown with opposition,
and is-new, I believe, quite a maich for 2ll that can be brought together "against them. [
would earnestly advise, therefore, the giving up of any idea of attacking the French'
position at Fort Garry at present, and also any idea of seizing by stezlth on any rebel. Put
away such counsel for a time, at least. I feel that the result to be anticipated would be very
disastrous. I see everything to be gained by delay, at any rate there would be some oppor-
tunity, perhaps, of bringing about some direct communication between Governor MeDougull
and the disaffccted people. I think you should, on every account, I bring that about; further,
it would be well not to act, till you ascertain clearly the mind of the Cun:zdian.Ministry and §
people on the way of settling this affuir; and I think something is due to the people from B
Governor McDougall. I, for one, am at this moment perfectly ignorant of any dctail of the §
charzcter or policy of his Government. Personzlly, I do not care for this—I & not only |
fervently loyal to the Queen, but I have unquestioning confidence in the mansgement of §
Canada. I know all will be right, still there is not less a great want—a very conciliatory J§
attitude is what is wanted .from Governor McDougzll, and a pluin setiing forth of how the g
Government is to be conducted, meeting, as fur as possible, any of the wishes expressed by the
disaffected persons, and, perhaps, referring others .to Canada, but promising a generous con-
sideration of the. whole grievances. .
TLis may not be altogether palatzble, but the erisis is 2 grave one for C:nada, and much
wisdom is needed. I would not so write, did I not feel certain that if the present numbers of
insurgents keep up, an attack is not feasible, and did I not also feel that some attempt should }
be made by those having authority and knowledge to cnter into expl.nations with them before |
making any attack. ' ' * ‘
~ Tke late Government of Assinniboine could not do this, for it had po information—all
that could be done, was to counsel loyal obedience ; but at this time something more is called
for than that.

With kindest regards,
Iam, &e.,
R. RurerT's LAND.

[0 » ~
BisHOP's COURT, December Tth, 1869. |
- Dear CoroNeL DExnis,—There is a report that you think of coming up at once with §
the force you have. I do not suppose that thisis the case; but I am sure any effort &t presen
is hopeless. They now hold zbout 60 prisoners, and they are more than 600 in number, and |
€lated. You must be quiet ; probubly thé lives of the prisoners may depend on this-—the truth
i3, I am afraid nothing can be done by you—only evil is now to be apprehended from action.

‘ I am, very sincerely, &e.,
R. RuperT’s LanD.

- DE&r CoroNEL DENNIS =T most fully concur-in 2ll the Bishop says.
J. McLean, Archdezcon.

'[“ P_”]

Lower Forr Garry, R. R. SETTLEMENT.
. December 9th, 1869.
- To AUl Whom it may Concern. :

By certuin printed prpers of late put in circulition by the Frenoch prrty, communieation |

" with the Lieutenant Governor is indicated, with a view to liying before him alleged rights on §
the part of tLose now in arms. 2
I think that course very desirable, and that it would lead to good results.
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Under the belief that the French party are sincere-in their desire for pezce, and feeling
that to abandon for the present the cill on the loy:l to arm, would, in view of such commuo- :
 pications, relieve the situxtion from much emburrissment, and so contribute to bring about..
peace, and save the country what will ctherwise end in universil ruin and devastation. I now
call on and order the loyal party in the North-West Territory, to cease from further action
under the appeal to arms made by me; and I'c:ll on the French party to satisfy the people of
their sincerity in wishing for a_pezceful ending of all these troubles, by sending a deputation
to the Lieutenant Governor at Pembina, without unnecessary delay.

Given under my hand, at the Lower Fort Garry, this 9th day of December, 1869.
R : J. L. DexnIs,

Lieutenant and Conservator of the Peace -
In and for the North-West Territories, .

“«gy ‘ A
[ 'I]‘o CorLoNEL DENNIS,—1 was at Dease’s. I made my commission, and Mr. - Dease
took the letter, and told me he could not do it, because it was too late, that he could
not move without some one behind him to watch what he was after. He would not-
give any letter. He was afraid that I might be arrested. He told me to- tell you
that he did not know what to do at this present time. The only thing they decided
in their meeting was, that they should keep themselves together,-'so that the French:
shonld not be able to force them, unless by war with their party ; and more, that his -
party did not like to go against the French to fight, but they would never fight
against the Government. That is all he told me. He said that he had no news at'all. -
St. BoxIFACE, December Sth, 1869. Tl i

Copy.

Service Roww signed by Red River force, at Stone Fort, Red River Settlement, -
N. W. Territories, December 1st, 1869.

‘Whereas, large bodies of armed men, unlawfully banded together, have, during the
last few weeks, committed sundry acts of violence, against the public peace and the
protest of the existing authorities. :

We, whose names are subscribed hereto, have agreed, and do hereby agree, to
enroll ourselves, and t5 serve under thz orders of Lieutenant Colonel Dennis, and the
officer or officers he may appoint, while employed in arresting, and putting down. by
force of arms, if necessary, the armed parties so unlawfully assembled, and acting as
aforesaid ; and we do agree to {urnish such arms and ammunition as we possess, to be
used in the said sexvice.

NAME. PARISH. WITNESS TO SIGNATURE.

[“B. 8]
Prupiva, Decamber 17th, 1869. .

Honorable William McDougall, C.B., Lieutenant Governor, dec., &e.

Sir,—1I have the honor to report my arrival at this place, on the evening of the 15th
instant, having come from Prairie Ports e, across the Plains,
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e Having received, on the evening of the 10th instant, a me«sa.r*e from Mr. Sutherland,
to say that “there was no prospect of getting the French leaders to agree to a meeting, I
decided to leave the following day to report to you in persom, in “accordance with my
instructions, and completed the necessary arrangements, engaging a guids, &e., &e.

In informing Mr. Hart as to my intentions, I directed him to pay off Chief * Prince”
and his band, the day of my leaving, and vacate the Fort. Wiih regard to the supplies
which had been obtained, the provisions, Mr. Hart was given to understand, would be
taken and credited in account by the Hudson Bay Company.

All blankets issued were to be collected and stored. The arms and ammunition
which bad been distributed, where the parties were reliakle men, to be allowed to remain in
possession, individual receipts being given therefore, as being held subject to Government
order, The powder and bullets which had been called in, I directed Mr. Hart to say to
the parties from whom obtained, that they were av their service again, not being required
by the Government. That if thought safér at the Magazine at the Fort, they could remain
there till expedient to be removed.

I directed Mr. Hart to return to the survey upon which he had been previously
engaged, advising him mnot to go heyond the limits of the English portion of the
Settlement. At the same time, I fear he may have been interrupted and possibly
arrested by the French party.

During the night, a report reached me that a tody of ‘Smux, said to ke 500,
were on their way to the’ Settlement, and had gone as far as Poplar Point, bent upon
commencing war ‘“‘upon their own hook.”

. Believing that matters in the Red River Settlement were sufficiently complicated,
without adding in a raid from the Sioux, and fearing that, should the Report have
had good foundation, Major Boulton, who left at 4 4.1, cn the 10th instant, might not
meet; the -* War Party,” as he was to go straight through to the Portage by the ““ Grosse
Isle,” I decided to investigate the matter, and, if the Report proved true, to use my best
endeavours to turn the Indians back, and thus prevent a calamity, in which, probably,
French and English might be involved. I, therefore, left the Fort at 2 A.u., changed
horses at the Town of Winnipeg, and drove through, without meeting interruption of any
kind, to Poplar Point, arriving at Mr. George Taylor's about 1 p.aw.

At Mr. Taylor’s, I met Capt. Webb and Mr. Newcombe, actively engaged in connec-
tion with the Company, which had its head-quarters at this point.

Captain Webb handed me his Report (see copy herewith, dated 11th December),
which he had prepared, and was intended to send off to-day.

I found about 100 lodges of Sioux encamped here, and between here and Prairie
Portage. And at the time "of my arrival, Major Boulton who reached this point the
evening previous, and had at once acted upon the orders given him, was holding a council
with them at which, ¢ Little Fox,” Head Chief of the Cree Na.tlon, was also preceat

The report which has rea.(:hed the Settlement as to the Sioux was entirely without
foundation. They asserted themselves as on the Government side, but said they had had
10 intention of “ making war,” without being first asked to do so by the Governor.

« Little Fox,” who visited me at Mr. Taylor's, after the council, is a man of consider-
able mind, and may be fully relied on as loyal. He is much respected by both Whites
and Indians, and, independent of the control he has over his cwn peonle, has a great deal
of influence with the Sioux and other tribes of the plains.

Major Boulton, at my request, distributed some presents to the Chiefs, dividing
amongst them, also a small supply of provisions.

‘Wishing to call on the leading people at High Bluff and the Portage, to explain the
reason why the movement was to bz given up, I continued my journey, and called during
the afternoon on some of the principal men at the first-named place, who took part in the
address to the Lisutenant-Governor, and who have latterly identified themselves with the
voluntser movement. .

Mr. Hamilton, M.S.C., under Captain Webb, was zealously drilling the company
here, and reported very ‘a.voura,bly of the men.



126

Arrived at the Portage at 6 p.m.

In view of a.bandonmc the call, it is so fortunate that Captain Webb had so far
accumulatel no surplus supphes The beef and flour, not more than a barrel or two
which was presented to the “ Fox” and *Sioux.” I gave Captain Webb instructions,
similar to those of Mr. Hart, as to blankets, guns, and ammunition.

It was evident that the abandonment of the movement did not meet with much favor
in that S:ttlemant ; the number of men enrolled, however, ware only ninety-nine, and
alone would have heen insufficient to effect anything of consequence.

The force, altogether organized, and more or less drilled, under my Commission,
stands very nearly as follows :—

No. Head Quarters Officers. Men. Approximate Days’ Drill.
1 Stone Fort.. v 3 71 4}
2 St. Andrews........... 3 50 3
3 St. Paul’s e 3 35 1
4 Kildonan................ 3 74 3%
5 ‘Winnipeg (supposed) 3 40 No returns either ot strength or drill.
6 - Poplar Point.. 3 31 4
7 High Bluff.. . 3 32 4
8 Portage La Praivie..... 3 36 4
“ Chief Prince” and men.... .. 1 50 * 10
25 419 Average 4 days.

L

Gave Captain Webb instructiors, similar to those of Mr. Hart, as to continuing the
survey through the present winter. His operations, however, will necessanly Le limited
to that part of the Settlement from Poplar Point to Prairie Pcrta«e

Finding that a guide could be obtained to take me direct from the Portan'e to
Pambina, I ‘made the necessary arrangements, and left the following morning at 7 a.m.

The trip across the plains occupled more time than expected the ponies being in
many places impeded by crust on the snow. The third day also was stormy, and it was
not till the evening of the fourth day that I arrived at my destination.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
J. S. Dexyis,
Lieutenant-Colonel, &e., &e.

Orrawa, 19th I’ebruary, 1870.
The Honorable the Secretary of State for the Provinces, Ottawa.

Sir,—I have the honor to transmit you herewith, the copy of a letter addressed to
the Honorable the Minister of Public Works, as to the occupation of a certain portion of
my time, while in the North-West Territory, durmc the past season.

As my connsction with late events in that country has, T am led to believe, been
misunderstood by many people, I would respectfully ask that the letter referred to may
accompany the other papers on this subject, should the latter be sent down to the House

of Commons.
: T have the honor to be, Sir,

Your okedient servant,
J. 8. Dennis, P.L.S.
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’ OT1rawa, 12th February, 1870.
The Honorable the Minister of Public Works, Ottawa.

Sir,—I have the honor to report to ycu, as to the occupation of my time in the Red
River Territory, during that portion of the past season when no! personally preseat
superintending the surveys in progress under my instructions of the 10th July last.

‘Wibh the exception of conferring with Mr. Hurt and Mr. Webb, the surveyors in
chargs of parties in the field, in the beginning of Dacember, when sent into the Sautle-
ment by Mr. McDougall, as to the progres of the work, and giving them instructions for
the future, ths above pﬁuod embraces all the time sube*quent to the 20th of October.

During this tims, my services have been, at his request, given to the Hon. William
McDoug-ﬂl, to aid by ditfrent means, as suggested by himself, to obtain his admission to
the Territory, of which he was szatb to administer the government$. It may be asked :—

1. Why, when I was s2nb to the Territory, to take charge of and superintend the
surveys, I left my work to go to me=t Mr. McDougall at all? . And, :

2. Why I did not rebmn, having szen that genbleman,v and go on with my surveying
operations

I answer as follows :—

I acted entirely from a sensz of duty, as the only officer or representative in any
way of the Canadian Governmenfab the time in the Settlement, to prevent, if possible,
a thraataned outrage on the person of the gentleman sent to the Territory with a
Commission as Lieutenant Governor, which sense of duty was enhanced by the fact that,
as Minister of Public Works, the same gentleman had, up to that time, given me all my
orders ; and from him also, as told ma by himself, I was to receive all future orders in
the even$ (which, whea I loft Canady in J uly, had bean spoken of) of hxs being appointed
Lieutenant Governor.

In order to shew the ground for assuming that duty required me %o take the above
cours?, I beg to submit the following :—

The outreak of a portion of the population in the Scttlament, having for its
ostensible object, the preventing, at all hazards, -the honorable O'ent;leman named from
entering the T*imbar-y ozcurral on tha 21sb Ocube‘, and was of a character to call forth
the liveliess apprehiansions as to tha parsonal safety of that gontlemah, should he continue
his journsy north of the boundary line.

Thz Counzil of Assinniboine, with msmbers of which I was in daily conference, held
several maetings in the emergeney, and advised that Mr. MeDougall should, if possible,
be communicated with, and requested to stop at Pembina, until informed that it would be
safz £ him &> coasiauz his journzy to Fors Garry; and, oa the m2eting of Council, on
the 29th October, it was resolved to send Mr. Mr*Dou'rall a despatch to that effect.

I had myself writtan BMr. MeDougall, fully as to tha st.ats of affairs, including the
affilavit of Mr. Walter S. Hyman, sh=wino- that his (Mr. McDougall's) life might be
endangered by his coming on, till advised that the opposition was withdrawn ; but by
tois tims, the party in arms had seizsd the muails, and subjected all travellers to such &
rigid examination thab is was very uncertain whether my letters had reached their
destination.

It was a time of mueh excitement. It was evident to me that the Hudson's Bay
Company ware powerless to deal with the outbreak.

Tim> was pressing ; as Mr. MoDougall was expacted to reach Pembina at about that
date. I was a stranger thon, and, under the peculiar circumstances, knew not whom I
couald safely trust, anl I therafore chargel myself with the duby of delivering Governor
MecTavish's despxuch and of advisiag Mr. Me Dougall personally as to ths impending
dangzsy, anl farshee to inform him as t> the views and feelings (with which I had made
mysalf acquaintal), of the Eajslish-spaaking people in the Set:lement.

Tha daspateh referred to was putb into my hands at 10.30 p.m., on th2 29th October.
On the following morning, at 3 o’clock, I left Fort Garry, and passing the camp of the
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malcontents by a detour, rode through to Pembina, meetiny Mr. M"Doumll at the
Hudson’s Bay Company’s Fort there, the morning of tho lsb November.

I delivered the despatch, and informed him fu'ly of the’ situation of affairs, and
intended returning again to my office. The horses, my guide, Mr. Wilidam Hallett, and
myself, had ridden through were, however, so exhausted that it was necessary to allow
them two or three days to recrait, aad while remaining at the Hudson's Bay Post at
Pembina, with that view, an armsd party arrived on the 2nd November, despatched from
the main body at the River Sale, and ordered me out of the Territory, with Mr. McDoucvall
and party.

My guide, Mr. Hallett, was seized, bound to a cir, and driven off a distance
towards Fort Garry.

After a fow days I expressed the desire to Mr. McDougall to return to Winnipeg,
feeling confident I could get in, in some way ; and that, only in my office, and not inter-
fermcr in any way with the refza.ctox'y party, I might, plooa,bly, be allowed to go on with
my duties without being molested.

* The honorable gentleman named, however, expressed the wish that I should remain
with him, stating that as I knew the character and temper of political parties in the
Settlement, hie desired to make use of me, and further that he was advised his commission
would take effect on the 1st of the ensuing month, and when that time came round,
should the malcontents still be in arms, he might require me to aid him in some
measure by which his authority would ke established.

Under the peculiar harassing circumstances in which Mr. McDougall was placed,
I felt it incumbent on me, from every point of view, to comply with his request, and I
remained with him till the evening of the 29th NovemkLer.

During this time I arranged, and kept up through loyal French half-breeds a regular
and frequent, though necessarily secret, communication with my office, by which Mr.
McDougall was kept advised of events as they transpired in the Settlement, and further,
was actively engaged the whole time in endeavouring to contribute to the ccmfort of that
gentleman, his family, and party.

As the month drew to a close, I was informed by him that he had determined to send
me through to the Settlement, with a Proclamation to be premulgated there cn tke lst
December announcing the transfel of the Territory, and the taking effect of his commis-
sion as Lleutena,nt-(}ove nor ; and further, the advices from there “at this time going to
show that the English-speaking portion of the people had become so fearful as to the
ultimate designs of the French party, that they would readily obey any call made upon
them with authority to put down the outbreak ; he also expressed the intention of giving
me full magisterial powers to be used for that objsct, should I find the temper of the
p2ople as above indicated. Mr. McDougall stated his intention, as he said, to give legal
effect to the document, to go to the Hudson Bay Post, or some peint in British Territory,
on the morning of the lst December, and execute the originals in the presence of Messrs.
Provencher and Richards.

Accordingly, in order to arrive at Fort Garry on the 1st December, I left Pembma
at 10.30 p.m., on the 29th November ; 5 travelled all that night, all the next day, and all
the following mvht the greater part of the time throagh the coldest storm e&:perlenced by
ms during the winter, an*‘ arrivel in the Sebtlemaent a.t 5 a.m. on the day expected.

I made the Proclamation public, and after consulting a number of the prominent
residents, finding the people in favor of forcible measures, "I took action under the com-
mission issued to me by Mr. McDougall.

As my proceedings in this matter are fully detailed in the report thereon, now in the
hands of the Government, it is unnecessary for me to repeat them here ; it is sufficient’ to
say that, finding it inexpedient after all to attempt agzgressive measures, I returned to
Pembina, in accordance with Mr. McDougall's instructions to that effect, arriving there
on ths 15th of the month. I would oaly say that during these 15 days (and I may say
nights also), I was oceupied in a zealous and faithful discharge of what T conceived to be
the highest duty I could render to the Government,—that of endeavouring. from day to
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day, by sugh means as at the time seemed most likely to effect it, to bring about peaca
and order in the Colony.

I acted in good faith throughout, not being aware, till I met Colonel De Salaberry
on the 23rd December, on the plams, while on my way to Canada, that the Proclamation
and Commission had been issued by Mr. McDougall, under a m1sa,pprehensxon of the
facts (the transfer of the Territory not having taken place on the lst December, as
supposed), and were worth no more than waste paper.

I may be permmted to say here, that, although I 'had previously felt mortified and
disappointed at not having been able to bring about peace, by means of any kind, on
hearing the statement of Colonel De Salaberr y, that feeling changed at once to one of
heartfelt thankfuluess that my proceadings had not been the cause (even to the extent of
a drop) of bloodshed among the people.

Mr. M:Dougall decided to reburn to Canada, and wished me to return with him; as
he said, he thoucrht the information I had acquired in the Settlement might be made
a.valla.b’e by the ‘Government here ; ; I came away also without hesitation.

We left Pembina on the 18th December. Having met with an accident at Aber-
crombie, I was detained a few days on the way, arrivinnf finally at Toronto on the 13th
instant.

Since my return I have been occupxcd (that is to say, when able to work, as I was
laid up for a fortnight at home from the accident) during the whole time, in preparing

the accounts, repor bs, &e., for the Department.

Trusting that the torevomcr statement and explanation may be satisfactory,

T have the honar io be, Sii,
Your obedient s na,nv,
J. S. DExNI,

DEPARTMENT OF SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROVINCES,

Otrawa, 16th February, 1870.
The Very Reverend the Bishop of St. Bonifuce.

My Lorp,—I am commanded by His Excellency the Governor General, to acknow-
ledge and thank you for the promptitude with which you placed your services at the
disposal of this Government, and undertook'a winter voyage and jouruey, that you might,
by your presence and mﬂuence, aid in the repression of the unlooked for disturbances
which had broken out in the North-West.

1 have the honor to enclose for your information :—

1. A copy of the instructions given to the Honorable Wm. McDouvall on the 28th
September last;

2. A copy of a further lotter of instructions a.dclressed to Mr. McDougall on the 7th
November ;

3. Copy of a letter of instructions to the Very Reverend Vicar General Thibault on
the 4th December ;

4. Copy of a Proclamation issued by His Exceliency the Governor General,
addressed to the inhabitants of the Novrth-West Territories, by the express desire of the
Queen ;

5. Copy of a lefter addressad to the Secretary of State, by Donald A. Smith, Esq.,
of Montreal, on the 24th November ;

6. Copy of a letter of instructions addressed by me to Mr. Smith, on 10th December
last ; . .
7. A semi-official Jetter, addressed by the Minister of Justice, on the 3rd January,
1870, to Mr. Smith ; also,

8 Copy of the ‘Commission issued to Mr. Smith, on the 17th of J anua.ry, 1870
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Copies of the Proclamation issued by Mr. McDougall, at or near Pembina, and of
the Commission issued to Colonel Dennis, having being printed in the Canadian papers,
and widely circulated at the Red River, are, it is assumed, quite within your reach, and
are not furnished ; but it is Zmportant that you should know that the proceedings by which
the lives and properties of the people of Rupert's Land were jeopardized for a time, wers
at once disavowed and condemned by the Government of this Dominion, as you will
readily discover in the Despatch addressed by me to Mr. McDougall, on the 24th of
December, a copy of which is enclosed. ' ’

Your Lordship will perceive;'in these papers, the policy which it was and is the desire
of the Canadian Government to establish in the North-West. The people of Canada have
no interest in the erection of institutions in Rupert's Land which public opinion condemns ;
nor would they wish to see a fine race of people trained to discontent and insubordination,
by the pressure of an unwise system. of Government, to which British subjects are unac-
customed or averse. They look hopefully forward to the period when institutions; moulded
upon those which the other Provinces enjoy, may be established, and, in the meantime,
would desply regret if the civil and religious liberties of the whole population were not
adequately protected by such temporary arrangements as it may be prudent at present to
malke.

A Convention has been called, and is now sitting at Fort Garry, to collect the
views of the people, as to the powers which they may consider it wise for Parliament
to confer, and the Local Legislature to assume. When the proceedings of that conference
have been received by the Privy Council, you may expect to hear from me again ; and,
in the meantime, should they be communicated to you on the way, His Excellency will
be glad to be favored with any observation that you may have leisure to make.

You are aware that the Very Reverend the Vicar-General Thibault and Measrs.
Donald A. Smith and Charles de Salaberry are already in Rupert’s Land, charged with
a Commission from Government. Enclosed are letters to those gentlemen, of which you
will oblige me by taking charge; and I am commanded to express the desire of His
Excellency that you will co-operate with them in their well-directed efforts to secure a
peaceful solution of the difficulties in the North-West Territories which have. caused
His Excellency much anxiety, but which, by your joint endeavours, it is hoped may be
speedily removed. '

: 1 have, &c.,

JosepE Howe.

12a—17
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ADDENDA

CORRESPONDENCE AND OTHER PAPERS

'NORTH WEST TERRITORIES.

The Secretary of State to the Governor General.

(Copy.—Caxapa.—No. T¢) ‘
Dowxing Sreeer, 8th January 1870.

No. 134, gOV- 2(5)?% 1869. Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
» iig’ - Yo »  despatches noted in the margin, relating to the recent disturbances
o 156, ,, 17th, ,, in the Red River Settlement. In the despatch No. 156 you

- digi: By %‘f&p{ﬁy enclos¢ Copy of the Minute of the Privy Council of Canada,
Deo, 23th, 1869,  ~ conveying their views on the present position of the Caradian
Colonial Office, Jan. 8th, Government in- regard to the transfer of the Hudson Bay
1870. Company’s Territories to Canada. I transmit, for your information,
2 copy of a letter on this subject, which has been received from the Hudson Bay Comparny,
together with a copy of the answer which I have caused to be returned to it.

I observe, with great satisfaction, the anxiety manifested by the Canadian Govern-
ment to avoid any collision with the Insurgents in the Red River Settlement, and to
exhaust all means of explanation and reconciliation before having recourse to force. I
entirely agree with your Ministers that bloodshed might lead to the most deplorable
consequences, and should not be risked except under the pressure of the most urgeat
necessity. The illness of Mr. McTavish is much to be lamented, but I have perfect
confidence in the Hudson Bay Company, and have no reason to doubt that their Officers
in the Territory are animated by an equally friendly spirit with the Company. A state-
ment has appeared in a newspaper report to the effect that Mr. McDougall was enlisting
Sioux Indians with the view of employing them against the Insurgents. I do not doubt
that this intention was erroneously imputed to Iir. McDougall. If any apprehension on
the subject had existed in my mind, it would have been removed by the Minute of the
Privy Couneil.

T have, &ec.,
(Signed,) . ) GI'{’ANVILLE.

Governor General,
The Rt. Hon. Sir John Young, Bart., G.CB., G.C.M.G., &e., &¢., &e.
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Sir Stafford Northeote to Sir F. Eogeré.
(Copy.) :
Hupsox's Bay House,
Loxpox, December 28, 1869.

Sir—I am desired by the Committee of the Hudson’s Bay Company, to transmit to
you for the information of Earl Granville, copies of the several communications named
in the accompanying lists, some of which have been already privately forwarded to his
Lordship. .

The Committee regret extremely the unfortunate occurrences described by Iir. Mic-
Tavish. They are most anxious to co-operate with Her Majesty’s Government in any
measures which Ear]l Granville may think it expedient to adopt with a view to the restor-
ation of order, and the settlement of the Territory. They sincerely trust that these objects
may be attained without the employment of force, and above all without a collision between
the diferent sections of the population of the Red River Settlement, feeling assured that
the effects of any such collision would be very disastrous to the prosperity of the Country.
At the same tin.e they desire me to express to Earl Granville their conviction that it is
most undesirable to leave matters in their present undefined position. The Company's
authority which, (as Lord Granville is aware,) has long been exercised under 2 sense of
difficulty, has been greatly weakened by the steps which have been taken for the transfer
of the Country to the Dominion of Canada.

A transfer which according to the arrangements publicly and ofticially anncunced,
ought to have been formerly completed on the lst instant. On the other hand, the
guthority of the Dominion has not yet been established; and the announcement that thoe
Dominion Government intend to withhold the purchase money, and therefore of course o
abstain from accepting the responsibility of Government until the present troubles ars at
an end, must naturally deprive their action of any force. :

The Committee cannot recognize in the circumstances which have occurred any reasen
for the Dominion Government delaying the performance of the engagements into which
they have entered, under the sanction of Her Majesty’s Government with this Company,
and they trust that Earl Granville will take measures for giving immediate effect to that
engagement, formally placing the Settlement under the charge of the authority which
must be responsible for its good government, and at the same time causing the stipulated
price of the land to be handed over to the Company.

I have, &e.,
(Signed,) Starrorp H. NORTHCOTE,
Governor.

Sir ¥. Rogers, Bart., &e., &e., &e.,
Colonial Office.

S Frederic Rogers to Sir Stafford Northeots.
(Copy.)
Downing SrezeT,
8th January, 1870.

81r,—1I am directed by Earl Granville to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 28th of December, relating to the disturbances which have occurred in the Red River
_ Settlement, and urging that the arrangements for the transfer of the Territories may
" proceed, and the stipulated price be paid over to the Hudson Bay Compeny without delay.
Lord Granville desires me to inform you, that he has lately received from the
Qovernor Generel of Canads, & Minute of the Privy Council of the Dominion, conveying
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the expression of their views on the present position of the Canadian Government in
regard to this question.

In this Minute, the Canadian Government repeat the expression of their desire to
acquive the Territory, and of their readiness to perform all the obligations incurred by
Canada under the recent arrangements for the completion of the transfer. They urge a
temporary delay in proceeding with the transfer, from a conviction of the gravity of the
present situation, and not from any desire to repudiate or postpone the performance of any
of their engagements. They submit that the Government of the Company, which the
ifihabitants have been accustomed to respect, should be continued while steps are being
taken to remove the misapprehensions which exist, and to reconcile the people to the
change.

They point out, that any basty attempt by the Canadian Government to force their
rule cn the Insurgents might lead to bloodshed, and sow an ineradicable hatred to the
union, of the countries, and thus mar the further prosperity of British North America ;
and they represent that even were the purchase-money paid over to the Company at once
it 'would not the less remain impolitic to put an end to the only existing authority in' the
Country, and compel Canada to assert her title by force. They inform Lord Granville
that they are taking active measures to bring about a happier state of affalrs. They have
sent, on a mission of peace to the French half-breeds, now in arms, the Very Revd. Mr.
Thibault, Vicar-General (who has labored as a clergyman among them for 39 years), and
also Colonel de Salaberry, a gentleman well acquainted with the country, and with the
manners and feelings of the inhabitants.

They have also sent Mr. Donald A. Smith, the Chief Agent of the Hudson Bay
Company, at Montreal, as a Special Commissioner. ' From his position as an officer of -the
Company, the Committee anticipate that he will obtain ready access to Fort Garry, and
that he will be able to strengthen the hands of Governor McTavish, and arrange with the
loyal and well-affected portion of the people fer a restoration of order. The Committee express
their confident hope that these measures will succeed ; but, in the event of failure, the
Canadian Government are making preparations for sending a military force in the early
spring. .

Tord Granville desiras me to add that the reasons given by the Canadian Government
for delaying the transfer, weighty in themselves, become practically conelusive, when it is
considsred that Her Majesty’s Government, and the Hudson Bay Company, must alike
look to that Government for the practical accomplishment of the transfer, and that they
appear, in fact, to be conducting 1t in the spirit which Her Majesty’s Government approve,
and which is most calculated to avoid that injury to the trade of the Company, which Mr.
McTavish anticipated from any violent measures. ’

Lord Granville, moreover, learns from the law officers of the Crown, that, although
it would be competent to Her Majesty’s Government to complete the transfer by accepting
the surrender of the Company, and issuing the requisite Order in Council ; yet this
acceptance would not place the Company in a position to obtain, by any legal process, the
sum of £300,000 recently deposited by Mr. Rose for the pur;i2 of being available for
their payment; and considering that even after the surrender is co-nizted questions may
possibly arise, or further arrangsments may have to be made, betweea the Hudson Bay
Company and the Canadian Government, His Lordship believes that a short delay in ths
completion of the Contract, however initself inconvenient, may be more than compsnsated
by ensuring that the surrender is finally effected with the full consent and agresment of
both parties interested.

I am, &e.,

(Signed) F. RoGgss.

- The Right Honorabls Sir Stafford R. Northcote, Bart., &e.



133

(Copy.) .

List of enclosures referred to in' Sir Stafford Northeote’s letter to Sir F. Rogers,
dated London, 28th December, 1869, and transmitted in Earl Granville's despatch to Sir
John Young, No. 7, January 8 1870

Extract of a letter from Governor McTavish to the Secretary of the Hudson Bay
Company, dated Fort Garry, Red River, 2nd November, 1869. -

Copy of a letter from Governor McTawsh dated 9th November, 1869.

Extract of a letter from Governor McTavmh dated 23rd November, 1869, w1th a
copy of his * Proclamation to the inhabitants of Red River Settlement.

List of documents left at the Colonial Office by Sir Curtis Lampson.

Extract of aletter from Governor McTavish to the Secretary of the Hudson Bay
Company, dated Fort Garry, Red River, 16th November, 1869.

Copy of Minutes of Council of Assmmbome, held Zoth October, 1869.

Minutes, dittc, 30th October, 1869.

Received from

Government in Letter from Governor McTavish to the Honorable Wm. McDougall,
%Yespu%c?hlf% 139, dated Fort Garry, 30th October, 1869.

oV,
Received inditto, Letter from the Honorable Wrn. McDougall to Mr. McTavish, dated

Pembina, the 2nd and 4th November, 1869.
{’,ﬁi‘;}‘;ﬁﬂjﬁﬁ?}l Copy, Reply by the letter dated Fort Gmry, 9th Nowember
g% 147, Dec. 9, 186

Extract of letter from Governor McTavish to W, G. Smith, Secretary of the Hudson
Bay Company, dated Fort Garry, Red River, 2nd November, 1869.

There has been, during the Autumn, considerable agitation among the Canadian
half-breed populatmn here regardmg the Government to be established here. They seem
to have been fully, if not correctly, informed of how the Government was to be gomposed,
and they seemed to think that, from what was told, their interests would be overlooked,
and their religion interfered with ; but it appears as if the course they meant to take was
to wait the arrival of the Honorable Wm. McDougall, who they understood was coming
here as Governor, and then endeavour to make such arrangements with him as would
secure their rights and interests. But about twelve days ago a party of French half-
breeds took possession of the road to Pembina, erected barriers at intervals, the head-
quarters of the movement being at a spot named St. Norbert, about nine miles from Fort
Garry. Their declared object Was to interrupt the march of Mr. McDougall, and, to use
their own expression, “ to turn him back.”

‘At a meeting of the Council of Assinniboine, held on the 95th ultimo, the question of
the best means to be used in the emergency was fully debated. Messrs. Bruce and Riel,
the heads of the French movement, were present, and the Council used all the arguments
in their power to induce them to forego their designs of opposing the entrance of Mr.
McDougall. They were, however, unavailing.

After proper consideration the Council agreea that, for various reasons, it would be
unwise either to enroll a force of special constables, or call out a counter demonstration of
the inhabitants favorable to Mr. McDougall.

I, however, communicated with the latter gentleman, acquainting nhim with the state
of pubhc feeling, and leaving it to his discretion to act as he might see fit.

Yesterda.y I was informed that Mr. Provencher, an official on the staff of the new
Government, had been stopped at Saint Norbert, and forced to return to Pembiny,

* Proclamation reseived from Governor in despatch, No, 147, 9th December, 1869.
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along with Captain Cameron, R. A., who had arrived at the barrier a few hours after the
former.

Governor McDougall, himself, had arrived at Pembina on the evening of the 30th
ultimo. A party consisting of less than fifty half-breeds, have come to meet him there.
He ought, on the evening of the 31st, to have received a letter from me, copy of which I
enclose, forwarded express per Colonel Dennis, who was to travel by an indirect route.

As T close this letter, a party of one hundred of the malcontents have arrived and
taken armed possession of Fort -Garry, under pretext of defending it, as, from information
in his possession, Mr. Riel alleges it is in danger: guards are posted at each gate and
parade the platforms. They give assurances that nothing will be touched, and notking
taken. For what provisions they require, they offer to pay in the name of the Council
of Republic of the half-breeds. :

About four hundred men continue on guard at Saint Norbert. Outgoing and in-
coming mails are subjected to examination.

My, McTavish to Mr. Smith..

Fort Garry, Red River, 9th November, 1869.

* 81r.—1I have the honor to inform you, that I yesterday heard from the Honorable
William McDougall, in reply to my letter to him, copy of which Was sent you with my
letter of 2nd instant. A copy of his letters will be sent you hereafter, in the meantime,
I may say, that Mr. McDougall does not seem to think I have acted energetically in the
matter, and reminds me, very pointedly, that at present I am responsible for the peace of
the country.

He mentions that on receiving at Pembina an intimation that he was not to proceed
to the Settlement, he had gone to the Company’s establishment at Pembira, where he
remained till he was ordered to withdraw within American territory, by an armed band
of half-breed horsemen, and that, in consequence, he was, when he wrote me, camped on
American Territory, where he would remain till he heard from me the result of the efforts

" made here to open the road to the settlement, or till I informed him that I considered his
remsining longer at Pembina useless, which is, in my opinion, a point on which 1 cannot
advise Mr. McDougall, though I feel convinced that at present his entry into this settle-
ment would lead to more serious difficulties than those to which weare at present exposed.
Mr. McDougell refers to military and other arrangements, which arise out of the outrage
to which he has been subjected

Here matters remain much as they were. The Committee seem to be in constant
session, but nothing is heard of them till their Secretary, Louis Riel, issues his mani-
festoes, ¢ by order.” The idea of their organization séems to have been taken from the
place used to distribute the relief supplies last winter, each Canadian parish having sent a

* delegate to form the Central Committee, and in an invitation issued this morning to the
Pr otestant part of the community, delegates are requested to meet the twelve members of
theCommittee already formed from the Roman Catholic parishes in Council Here the
same plan is adhered to, and the Protestant parishes are named ; the object of the proposed
meeting being, “since the invader is driven from our soil” to consult on the state of the
country and the government to be adopted. The pesition is undoubtedly serious, and the
case will require very careful handling, as any collision between parties will lead to the
plain Indians being brought down on the settlement next spring, as well as disturbances
over all the plain districts, which will not be put down for years,-long before which the
whole business of the country wiil have been destroyed. :

1 have, &c, -
(Signed,) W. McTaviss.
William Gregory Smith, Esq., :
Secretary, Hudson Bay House, London.
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Extracr of letter from Governor McTavish, to W. G. Smith, Esq., Secretary, dated
Fort Gerry, Red River, 23rd November, 1869.

Since I last wrote you the delegates from the parishes in the settlement have had
several meetings, and are again assembled to-day. Up to yesterday evening, the only
point made out was, that the French party declared that Mr. McDougall could only be
brought into the settlement over their dead bodies, and this was said in reply to a pro-
posal on the part of the English delegates, that Mr. McDougall should come in after
making some concessions as regarded the representation of the people in his Council. 1%
is expected that some conclusion will ke arrived at to-day, but I rather think the French
party will only agree to the appointment of & provisional government.

“ Tarly this morning, Louis Riel, the leader of the French half-breeds, requested
Mr. John H. McTavish, the accountant here, to come over to the office, and on Mr.
MecTavish going there, Riel, accompanied by a number of armed men, called oa him to
give up the public accounts. This he refused to do, on which Riel told him he would be
compelled by force to do so. It ended in Riel taking possession of the Land Register,
the book in which the account of the Governor and Council of Assinniboine with the fur
trade was kept, and the cash blotter, no doubt with a view to making out the balance of
the commal public funds with the fur trade, for the purpose of demanding it to be paid
over.'

“Riel was careful to let Mr. McTavish understand that there was not only no desire
to meddle with private funds, but every desire to respect them ; but how far this
resolution will be carried out, 1t 1s very difficult to say, thoucrh at the time it was made,.
I have no doubt it was sincere.’

1 have not, since writing you, heard dlrently from Mr. McDougall, but he is still
at Pembina. T enclose Copy of Proclamation issued by me to the people of Red River?

-

Copy.

Minutes of a meeting of the Governor and Council of Assinniboine, held in the
Court Ronm of Assinniboine, on Monday, the 25th October, 1869, at which the following
members were present; viz:—

John Black, Acting Governor, President.

Right Reveread the Lord Bishop of Rupert's Land, Councﬂlor
W Cowan, Esq., M.D.,

Doctor Bird, f‘
Thomas Brown Es 8q.,
Wn. Fraser, Esq., o
John Sutherland, Esq., “

Mr. Black stated, that in consequence as he very much regretted to say of Governor
McTavish's continued illness, he was again called upon to preside at the present meeting
of the Council. N

The Minutes of the late meeting having been read and approved, Mr. Black proceeded
to say that at their last meeting, as the Council was aware, an address had been prepared
for the purpose of being presented to the Honorable Wm. McDougall on his arrival in
the Settlement, an event which was expected to take place at some very early date ; that
the Council, while preparing that address, wexe impressed with the conviction that the
feelings of welcome and loyalty therein expressed, were concurred in by the Settlement
«enemlly, or, at least, were so far shared by the great majority of the people as to preclude
all idea of open demonstration of dissent ; but “he was much concerned now to say that
unhappily, such was not the case, and tna.u a large party among the French population
appeared to ke animated by a very different spirit. It had become too evident that among
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them, sentiments of a directly opposite nature prevailed with regard to the impending
change in the Government of the country, and prevailed so strongly that, according to

_information lately received, and of the correctness of which there could be no doubt, they
had organized themselves into armed bodies for the purpose of intercepting Mr. McDougall
on the road between this and Pembina, with the openly-avowed intention of preventing
his entrance into the Settlement. It was to cohsider that serious state of matters that
the council had been assembled, and to see whether any, and what measures could he
adopted to prevent the threatened outrage.

The Council unanimously expressed their indignant reprobation of the outrageous
proceedings referred to by the President, but feeling strongly impressed with the idea that
the parties concerned in them must be acting in utter forgetfulness, or even, perhaps,
ignorance of the highly criminal character of their actions, and of the very serious
consequences they involved ; it wasthought that by calm reasoning and advice they might
be induced to abandon their dangerous schemes, before they had irretrievably committed
themselves. With this object in view, therefore, Mr. Riel and Mr. Bruce who are known
to hold leading positions in the party opposed to Mr. McDougall, had been invited to be
present at this meeting of the Council, and on being questioned by the Council as to the
motives and intentions of the party they represented, Mr. Riel, who alone addressed the
Council on the occasion, substantially said, in the course of a long andsomewhat irregular
discussion,that bis party were perfectly satisfied with the present Government, and wanted
no other ; that they objected to any Governor coming from Canada without their being
consulted in the matter ; that they would never admit any governor, no matter by whom
he might be appointed, if not by the Hudson Bay Company, unless delegates were
previously sent, with whom they might negotiate as to the terms and conditions under
which they would acknowledge him ; that they were uneducated and only half civilized,
and felt if a large immigration were to take place they would probably be crowded out of

a country which they claimed as their own ; that they knew that they were, in o sense,
poor and insignificant, but that it was just because they were aware of their insignificance
that they had felt so much at being treated as if they were more insignificant than they
in reality were ; that their existence, or, at least, their wishes had been entirely ignored;
that if Mr. McDougall were once here, most probably the English speaking population
would allow him to be installed in office as Governor, and then he would be “our Master
or King, as he says,” and that therefore they intended to send him back; that they con-
sider that they are acting not only for their own good, but for the good of the whole
Settlement, that they did not feel that they were breaking any law, but were simply acting
in defence of their own liberty, and that they were determined to prevent Mr. McDougall
from coming into the Settlement at all hazards. S

The Council endeavoured to convince Mr. Riel of the erroneous nature of the views
held by himself and the party he represented, explained the highly criminal character of
their proceedings, and pointed out the very disastrous consequences which might accrue,
not only to themselves, but to the Settlement generally, if they persisted in their present
course. He was earnestly advised to exercise his influence with his party in dissuading
them from attempting to molest Mr. McDougall in any way, and inducing them to return
peaceably to their homes, assuring him that, sooner or later, heavy retribution would fall
apon them, if they carried their plans into execytion. .

Mr. Riel, however, refused to adopt the views of the Council, and obstinately per-
sisted in expressing his determination to oppose Mr. McDougall’s entrance into the
Settlement, declining even to press the reasoning and advice of the Council upon his
party, altho’ he reluctantly promised torepeat to them what he had just heard, and inform
Governor McTavish of the result by Thursday at 11 o’clock.

Mzr. Riel and Mr. Bruce having retired, the Council resumed the consideration of the
subject before them, and the expediency of calling out an armed force to meet and protect
Mr. McDougall was suggested, but as it was seen that it would be from the English
speaking part of the community that such a force, if forthcoming at all, would be chiefly
drawn, the result would evidently be, te bring into armed collision, sections of the people,
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who, a.lthoucrh they have hitherto lived together in compa,raqve harmony, yet dlﬁ'ered
from each other so widely in point of race, of language and religion, as well as general
habits, that the commencement of actual hostilities bebween them would probably iavolve
not only themselves, but the surrounding Indians, in a sanguinary and protracted struggle ;
and the Council therefore felt that without a regular military force to fall back upon, they
could hardly be held justified, under almost any circumstances, in resorting to an
experiment so full of possible mischief to the whole Country. -

The Council at length, having heard that a number of the more mtelhgent and
influential among the French were not implicated in the hostile movement against Mr.
McDougall, adopted the following resolution, which was moved by Mr. Bannatyne and
seconded by Mr. McBeath :

« That Messrs. Dease and Goulet be appointed immediately to collect as ma.ny of the
more respectable of the French community as they could, and with them proceed to the
camp of the party who intend to intercept Governor McDougall, and endeavour, if
possible, to procure their peaceable dispersion, and that Mr. Dease report to Mr.
McTavish, on or before Thursday next, as to their success or otherwise.”

The Council then adjourned.

’

(Copy.)
MiNvuTEs of @ Meeting of the Governor and Council of Assinniboine, held on the 30th October
1869, at which the following Members were present :—

John Black, Esq., Actmcr Governor, President.
The Rt. Rev'd. the Lord BlShOP of Rupert; Land, Councillor.

Dr. Cowan, do
A.G. B Bannatyne, Esq., do
D~ Bird, do
Jchn Sutherland Esq . do
‘Wm. Fraser, Esq, » do

The President referring to the declsmn they had come to at the last Council as to Mr
Dease proceeding with a number of his countrymen to the locality where were assembled
the people who have been threatening to intercept the Honorable Mr. McDougall on his
way to the Settlement, informed the ‘Council that Mr. Dease’s mission had _entirely failed
in producing the desired result, not only had that and every other effort of a conciliatory
character proved fruitless in procuring the peaceable dispersion of the assemblage of
malcontents, but they appeared to be even more fully bent upon their purpose. In
these circumstances, and under the impression that Mr. McDougall had in all probability
reached Pembina, the Governor believed that the time had fully come for entering into
communication with Mr. McDougall on the subject, and in order that no. time might be
lost, should the Council see fit to coincide in that view of the matter, the President,
submitted for consideration the draft of a letter from Governor McTavish in the name
of the Council.

After an earnest and careful consideration of the present position of affairs, the
Council, on the motion of the Bishop of Rupert's Land, seconded by Mr. Sutherland:

Resolved—That in their opinion, a letter should immediately be sent to Mt'
McDougall, in accordance with the draft that had been ‘agreed upon.

124—18
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(Copy.)

ExrTRacT of a Letter from Governor Mc. Tavish to W. G. Smith, Esq., Secretary, dated
Fort Garry, Red River, 16th November, 1869.

“Since last writing you on the 9th inst., I regret to say that there has been no
improvement in the state of matters here. A body of armed Canadian half-breeds
under the orders of their leader, Louis Riel, still occupy this establishment, and though
the men generally are quiet and orderly, and evidently unwilling to give offence, It
appears to me that Riel himself is not inclined to be s0 civil. A larger body of the -
same people still guard the highway to Pembina,” at La Riviére Sale, about ten miles
above the Forks on the Red River, determined that neither Mr. McDougall- nor any
member of his staff will get into the Settlement. Mr. McDougall still remains on the
American side of the Front1er at Pembina, awaiting the course of events.”

“Louis Riel yesterday sent me, on the part of the French speaking section of the
population, but signed only by himself, a protest against the Hudson Bay Company
maintaining near the boundar y line of the Territory, the Honorable Wrn. McDougzall, and
informing me that the ¢ Company’s properties in this country would be secunty for
any troubles arising from Mr. McDougall remaining there. This, with a demand forthe
keys of the two bastions, containing some muskets, ‘Which he made to chief trader Cowan,
some nights previously, would seem to show that he, at least, would proceed to consider-
able lengths ; and I have no doubt that, if any hostile collision takes place, the Company’s
property elsewhere, as well as here, is in very great danger: until that takes place, or
that it is clearly seen that the disburbance is to be put down by force. I think hesitation
on the part of the people will prevent any very extreme proceedings, even if the leaders
wished for them, which, as there seems to be at least one Fenian in the movement, and
he is evidently in close intimacy with Riel, may very well be the case.

“The person in question is a Mr. O/ Donochue, who came here a two years ago as a
schoolmaster for the Roman Catholic Mission, and who for the last year has worn the
soutane, and given out that he was preparing for the priesthood, but who has, since the
outbreak thrown off his dress and fairly joined the malcontents, and, as I am informed
made them believe he can procure for them Fenian assistance.”

“The leaders of the French half-breeds had some time ago mvmed the Protestant
Parishes in the Settlement, to send Delegates to meet those from the Roman Catholic
Parishes, which was done, and the delegates have met to-day to consider the state of the
country Some are sanguine that this may end in some arrangement, by which Mr.
McDoucall may be allowed to come ix here in safety, but I fear this will not be a,crreed to
by the French half-breeds on any conditions.”

« However, I took the opportunity to send to the mee’omc an address to the people

_of Red River, showmo' the state of matters, and protesting a.framst the actions of the mal-

contents. This I did, more to satisfy Mr. McDougall, and most of the members of the
Council of Assinniboine, than from any hope that any good can come of it; in so far as it
concerns those whose acts are objected to.”

“J forward herewith, for the information of the Governor and Committee, copies of
various documents having reference to the troubles here, and to which I have referred
at various times in my correspondence, a list of which is enclosed.”

TELEGRAM.
oo Sir Jokhn Young to Lord Cranville.

OTTAWA, November 23rd, 1869.

Mr. McDougall, designated Lieutenant Governor of North-West Territory, after
transfer, is stopped on the way to Fort Garry by small armed force of insurgent half-
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breeds. The Hudson Bay Company authorities, in whom Government still rests, are
seemingly powerless and inactive. Half-breeds have appointed Provisional Committee of
Government. John Bruce, president. Governor McTavish very ill, said to be dying.

TELEGRAM. ,
To Lord Granville. .

OrTAWA, November 26th, 1869.

Your Telegram received and considered by Privy Council.

On surrender by Company to Queen, the Government of Company ceases. The
responsibility of administration of affairs will then rest on Tmperial Government. ~Canada
cannot accept transfer unless quiet possession can be given. Anarchy will follow.
Rebels have taken possession of Fort Garry, and it is said are using the stores of Company.
A change of feeling is hoped for, and till then the governing power should remain with
present “authorities. My advisers think Proclamation should be postponed. Mr. McDougall
will remain near Frontier, waiting favorable opportunity for peaceable ingress. Parties
having influence with Indians and half-breeds are proceeding to join McDougall.

(Signed,) JorN Youne.

" (Copy.—Caxapa.—No. 214.) ~
DowNING STREET,

30th November, 1869.

Sir,—I have received, with much regret, your telegraphs of the 23rd and 27th
instant, informing me that disturbances had occurred in the Red River Settlement, and
that Canada cannot accept the transfer of the Territories, hitherto occupied by the Hudson
Bay Company, unless quiet possession 2an be given.

It becomes necessary, under these circumstances, to recall to you the state of this
question.

Although Her Majesty’s Government have long desired that the title of the Hudson
Bay Company to these Territories should be extinguished, yet this extinction has.been
uniformly pressed forward by and in the interests of Canada.

On the 11th November, 1864, a Committee of the Executive Council of Canada,
expressed themselves ¢ more than ever impressed with the importance of opening up to
settlement and cultivation the lands lying between Lake Superior and the Rocky
Mountains,” and expressed the opinion that the first step towards settlement was the
extinction of all claim by the Hudson Bay Company to proprietory rights in the soil or
exclusive right of trade.

By Mr. Cardwell’s despatch of the 17th June, 1866, it appears that the Minister of
the then Province of Canada, desired that the North-West Territory should be made over
to that Province, and undertook to negotiate with the Company for the termination of
their rights.

On the®22nd of J une, 1866, the Executive Council of Canada, expressed the opinion
that the most inviting parts of the Territory would'shortly be peopled by persons whom
the Company were unable to’ control, and who would establish a Government and
Tribunals of their own, and assert their political independence ; that such a community
would cut British North America in two, and retard or prevent their communication by
Railway, and, therefore, that “the future interests of Canada and all British North America
“were VLtaIly concerned in the immediate establishment of a strong Government there,
“and in its settlement as a part of the British Colonial System.”

They express their convmtlon that the Confederate Government and Legm]ature will
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feel it to be one of their first duties to open negotiations with the Company for the transfer
of their claims to the Territory, which, but for the approach of Confederation they would
themselves have done. And ‘meantime they pray Her Majesty’s Government to discoun-
tenance and prevent any such sules of any portion of the Territory as had then been proposed
to its existing proprietors.

By the Act of Parliament which effected Confederation, the Queen was authorized
on certain terms to annex these Territories to the Dominion. These powers the Canadian
Parliament prayed Her to exercise. Her Majesty’s Government were unable to concur
in the terms on which the transfer was proposed to be made; but after prolonged nego-
tiations and the passing of a second Act of Parliament, fresh terms were agreed upon

+ween the Hudson Bay Company and the rapresentatives of the Colony, and were

odied in a second address from the Canadian. Parliament, the other requisite
aruments have been prépared, and the Canadian Government itself has named first,
i210 1st October, “and next, the 1st of December, for the completion of the transfer.
Meanwhile the Company have been informed by the Agents of the Canadian Govern-
ment, (Messrs. Baring and Glyn,) that the mdemmty of £300,000 will be paid on due
proof of the completion of their surrender.

- Throughout these negotiations it has never been’hinted that the Company is to be
bound to hand over its Terntory in a state of tranquillity. Rather its inability to secure
that tranquility, and the dangers resulting from that inability to the neighbouring colony,
is taken for granted as a reason why its responsibilities should be adopted by Canada.

This being the state of the case, the Canadian Government, in anticipation of the
transfer, now a,greed on by all parties, undertook certain operatlons in respect of land,
subject in the first instance to a faint protest from the Company, and directed the future
Lieutenant-Governor to enter the Territory. The result, unfortunately, has not met the
expectations of the Colonial Government.

Mr. McDougall was met, it appears, by armed resistance, and the disturbances caused
by his presence seem to have resulted in the plunder of the Company’s stores, and the
occupatlon of Fort Garry by the insurgent portion of the population.

-But the Canadian Government havmg, by this measure, given an occasion to an
outburst of violence in a Territory which they have engaged to take over, now appear to
claim the right of postponing indefinitely the completion of their engagements to the
Company, and of imposing on Her Majesty’s Government the responsibility of putting
down the resistance which has thus arisen.

" ‘This, ‘at least, I understand from the passages ¢ on surrender by the Company to the
Queen of Great Britain, the Government of the Company ceases,” and ‘“ Canada cannot
a.ccept the transfer unless qulet possession can be given.’

You will, however, perceive on referring to the Act of Parliament, 31 and 32 Viet.,
cap 105, that 1f on the one hand, the Parlisment of Canada embodies in an address the
terms on which they are prepared to receive Rupert’s Land into the Dominion ; and if, on
the other hand, the Company surrenders their Territory on terms agreed on with Her
Majesty, it merely remains for Her Majesty first, by acceptance of the surrender, and
next, by Order in Council, to give effect to the arrangement thus agreed to by both
parties ; and it is provided that the surrender of the Territory becomes null and void,
unless Wlthm a month of its acceptance by the Queen, Rupert’s Land i is, by such Order in
Council, admitted into the Dominion of Canada.

You will see therefore, that it is impossible for Her Majesty to accept the surrender
of . the Hudson Bay Company’s Territory unless it is certain within a donth to be
transferred to Canada.

- Unless therefore, it is to be so transferred, it must remain under the jurisdiction of
the Company, and liable to all the disorders which are to be expected when the prestige
of a Government, long known to be inadequate, is shaken by the knowledge that it is also
expiring, and by the appearance, however well intended, of its successor. This is not 'a
state of things in which Her Majesty’s Government ought to acquiesce, if they have the
power of preveni:m15 it.
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The British Government, is, by the Act of Parliament, practically invested with the

« power, and therefore. the duty of giving effect to what has been deliberately agreed upon

between the Company and the Colony. If after all that has passed, the Company present

their surrender and claim its acceptance by Her Majesty as a means of enabling them to

" enforce obligations, which it is too late to repudiate, and for the fulfilment of which, the

Canadian Government -has itself fixed a time; I do not*see how it is possible for Her

Majesty’s Government to reject their application on the grounds put forward by your
Ministers. ,

I am glad to see that they are doing what they can to assist in the restoration of
order, and I should not have been surprised tolearn that, while completing the transaction
practically, as between themselves and the Company, they were desirous of choosing their
own moment for a public announcement of the change of ‘urisdiction.

" But while Her Majesty’s Government would have been ready to acquiesce in any -
such short postponement of the formal Act of transfer, they do not feel that they are at
liberty to treat the transaction as capable of being re-opened, or that they can refuse an
application from the Company to complete a transfer which appears to them, not merely
the only means of providing for the restoration of order, but alsc to be due as a matter of
mere justice to one of the parties.

Her Majesty’s Government have reason to believe, that the Hudson Bay Company
feel it to be their interest, and it is their wish, to assist to the extent of their power the
Government of the Dominion, and I have to instruct -you to impress strongly upon your
Ministers, the anxious desire of Her Majesty’s Government to make the authority of the
Quéen available in their support. '

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,

GRANVILLE.
Governor General

The Rt. Hon. Sir Jor~x Youxe, Bart,, G.C.B., G.C.M.G., &e., &c., &e.

CorY of a Report of a Committee of the Honorable the Privy Council, dated the 16th
. December, 186Y.

The Committee of Council have had before them the despatch of the Right Hon. the
Secretary of State for the Colonies of the 30th ultimo, on the subject of the two telegrams
sent by Your Excellency, on the 23rd and 27th ultimo, to the Colonial Office, on the
subject of the disturbances in the Red River Settlement. )

The Committee readily acknowledge the correctness of the narative in the despatch
of the proceedings which resulted in the final arrangements for the transfer of the North-
Western Territory to Canada.

The circumstances which created the desire of the Government and people of Canada
to acquire that country, have been so often and so recently stated, that they do not seem
to require reiteration. It was alike the interest of Her Majesty’s Government, Canada,
and the Hudson Bay Company, that the transfer should be made. Carada still desires
to acquire the Territory, and is quite ready to perform all the obligations that she has
incurred under the recent arrangements made with Her Majesty’s Government znd the
Company for the completion of the transfer.

At the same time, it would seem clear that if Canada is bound to accept the transfer
of the Territory, the Company is equally bound to make it. It surely was never contem-
plated by any of the parties engaged in the negotiations that the transfer was to be a
mere intetchange of instruments. It must, from the nature of things, have been understood
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by all parties, that the surrender by the Company to the Queen, and the transfer by Her »
Majesty to the Dominion, was not to be one of title only. The Company was to conyey
not only their rights under the charter, but the Territor y itself of which it was in posses-
sion, and the Territor y so conveyed was to be transferred by Her Majesty to Canada. '

That there would be an arnded resistance by the inhabitants to the transfer was, it is to
be presumed, unexpected by all parties ; it certainly was so by the Canadian Government.

In this regard, the Company cannot be acquitted of all blame. They had an old and
fully organized Government in the Country, to which the people appeared to render ready
obedience. Their Governor was advised by Council, in which some of the leading
residents had seats. They had every means of information as to the state of feeling
existing in the Country.

They knew, or ought to have known, the light in which the proposed negotiations
were viewed by the people under their rule. If they were aware of the feeling of
discontent, they ought frankly to have stated it to the Imperial and Canadian Govern-
ments. If they were ignorant of the discontent, the responsibility of such wilful hlindness
on the part of their officers must rest upon them.

For more than a year these negotiations have been actively proceeded with, and it
was the duty of the Company to have prepared the people under its rule for the change—
to have explained the precautions taken to protect the interests of the inhabitants, and to
have removed any misapprehensions that may have existed among them.

It appears that no steps of any kind, in that direction, were taken. The people have
been led to suppose that they have been sold to Canada, with an utter disregard of their
rights and position.

When Governor McTavish visited Canada in June last, he was in communication
with the Canadian Government, and he never intimated that he had even a suspicion of
discontent existing, nor did he make any suggestions as to the best mode of effecting the
proposed change, with the assent of the inhabitants.

Lord Granville states that ““ Throughout these negotiations, it has never been hinted
that the Company is to be bound to hand over its Territory in a state of tranquillity.
Rather its inability to secure that tranquillity, and the dangers resulting from that
inability to the neighbouring Colony, is taken for granted as a reason why its responsi-
bilities should be adopted by “Canada.” Now the obvious reoson wahy no express stipula-
lation to that effect, was made was, that it was assumed, by all parties, that the Company
had both the right and the power to hand over the Territory. It wasin a state of-tran-
quillity, and no suggestion was made of the possibility of such tranquillity being disturbed.
Canada did not allege, nor did the Company admit any inability, on the part of the latter
to secure the tra.nqulhtv of the country in its present condition.

It is true that Canada had pointed out that in the future, with the populatmn of the
United States rapidly pressing forward towards the boundaries of the North-West Terri-
tory, such pressure would soon overflow into British Territory, and that the Company
would, in such case, be unable to govern or control the large and alien population which
might then take possession of the fertile country along the frontier.

But this state of things has not yet arisen, and the resistance comes not from any
strangers or new comers, but from those born and brought up under the Government of
the Company, and who have hitherto yielded it a willing allegiance.

These statements are not made as a matter of complaint against the Company, but,
simply as a justification of the course taken by the Canadian Government, which is observed
upon in the despatch. That course has been governed solely by a desire to carry out the
transfer under the arrangement in the quietest and best manner possible; and in a way
that will not leave behind it any cause for discontent or disquiet in the future.

The resistance of of these misguided people is evidently not against the Sovereignty
of Her Majesty or the Government of the Hudson Bay Company, but to the assumption
of the Government by Canada.

They profess themselves satisfied to remain as they are, and that if the presént system
of Government were allowed to continue, they would at once disperse to their homes,
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Tt is obvious then that the wisest course to pursue is, for the present, to continue the
authority of the Company, which the insurgents affect to respect, whil: steps are being
taken to.remove the misapprehensions which exist, and to reconcile the people to the chano'e

Any hasty attempt by the Canadian Government to force their rule upon the insur-
gents would probably result in armed resistance and bloodshed. Every other course should
be tried before resort is had to force. If life were once lost in au encounter between a
Canadian force and the inhabitants, the seeds of hostility to Canada and Canadian rule
would be sown, and might create an ineradicable hatred to the union of the countries, and
thus mar the future prosperlty of British America.

If any thing like hostilities should commence, the temptation to the wild Indian
Tribes, and to- the restless adventurers who abound n the United States, (many of them
with military experience gained in the late civil wur,) to join the insurgents would be
almost irresistible. Aheady it issaid that the Feniar. Organization look upon this rising as
another means of exhibiting their hatred to England.

No one can foresee the end of the comphcat‘ons that might thus be occasioned; not
only as between Canada and the North-West, but between the United States and Encrland

From a sincere conviction of the gravity of the situation, and not from any desire to
repudiate or postpone the performance of any of their engagements, the Canadian Govern-
ment have urged a temporary delay of the transfer.

This is not a question of money—it may be’ one of peace or war. It is one in which
the present and future prosperity of the British possessions in North America is involved,

- which prosperity, hasty action might permanently prejudice.

Even were the £300,000 pald over, the impolicy of putting an end to the only con-
stituted authority emstmcr in the country and compellmv Canada to assert her title by
force would remain.

It is better to have the semblance of a Government in the Country than none at all,
‘While the issue of the Proclamation would pat an end to the Government of the Hudson
Bay Company, it would not substitute Government by Canada therefor. Such a Govern-
ment is physically impossible until the armed resistance is ended, and thus a state of
anarchy and confusion would ensue, and a legal status might be given to any Government
de facto, formed by the inhabitants for the protection of their lives and property.

On a review of the whole circumstances, the Committee would recommend that your
‘Excellency should urge upon Her Majesty’s Government the expediency of allowing
matters to remain as they are until quiet is- restored, or, in case of failure of all effort to
do so, the time should have arrived when it is possible to enter the Country in force, and
compel obedience to Her Majesty’s Proclaimation and authority.

As by the terms of the late Act, the surrender to the Queen must be followed, within
a month, by Her Majesty’s Order in Council, adwmitting Rupert's Land into the-
Domamon of Canada, the proper course seems to be that the smrender itself should be
postponed, and that the purchase money should remain on deposit meanwhile.

The Committee would also request your Excellency to assure Lord Granville, that
the Govenment here have taken, and are taking active measures to bring about a happier
state of affairs.

They have sent on a mission of peace to the French half-breeds now in arms, the
very Reverned Mr. Thibault, Vicar General (who has laboured as a clergyman among
them for thirty-nine year s) accompanied by Colonel de Salabery, a gentleman well
acquainted with the country, and with the manners and feelings of the inhabitants.
These gentlemen are fuliy informed of the beneficient intentions of the Canadian
Government and can disabuse the mmds of the people of the misrepresentations made by
designing forelo'ners

They have also sent '\Ir Dona.ld A. Smith, the Chief Agent of the Hudson Bay
Company at Montreal, as a Special Commissioner. From his pos1t on as an officer of the
Company, he is likely to obtain ready access to Fort Garry, where he can strengthen the
hands of Governor McTavish( now weakened by long illness, and arrange with the loyal
and well-affected portion of the people for & restoration of order.
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It is confidently hoped that the measures taken will succeed, but in the event of
failure, the Government are making preparations, by the construction of boats, and other-
wise, for sending a military force in early spring. In these efforts the Canadian Govern-
ment are glad to believe that they will have the hearty co-cperation of Her Majesty’s
Government, and the Hudson Bay Company.

(Signed,)
Joux A. MAcCDONALD.
16th December, 1869.

-

CorY of a Report of a Commititee of the Honorable the Privy Council, rr,;nproved by His
Ezxcellency the Governor General in Council on the 14th May, 1869.

The Committee, have had under consideration the accompanying Report and
Correspondence of the Delegates appointed by Orders in Council, of Ist October last,
to proceed to England, to negotiate the terms for the acquisition by Canada of Rupert’s
Land, and the N orth-West Ter: ritory, and they humbly advise, that ‘the said Report, and
the terms agreed upon, as set forth in the said Report and Oorrespondence be approved
by your Excellency, and submitted for the consideration and sanction of Parliament.

(Certified.) W. H. Lgs,
Clerk P. C.

REPORT OF DELEGATES APPOINTED TO NEGOTIATE FOR THE ACQUISITION OF RUPERT'S
LAND AND THE NORTH-WEST TERRITORY.

To His Excellency the Right Honorable Sir. Jokn Young, Bart., C.C.B., G.C.M.G.,
Governor General of Canada.

May 1t PLEASE Your ExcerieNcy.—We have the honor to submit for Your
Excellency’s consideration, the following Report of our negotiations with Her Majesty’s
Imperial Government, for the transfer to the-Dominion of Canada, of Rupert’s Land and
the North Western-Territory. .

Under the authority of an Order in Council of the Ist of October, 1868, we were
appointed a delegation, to England, to arrange the ‘terms for the acquisition by Canada,
4 of Rupert’s Land,” and “Dby another Order in Council of the same date, we were
“authorised to arrange for the admission of the North-West Territory ‘into union with
“ Canada, either with or without Rupert's Land, as may be found practicable and
“ expedient. 'We proceeded at once to execute the important mission confided to us, and
on presenting ourselves at the Colonial Office, were invited by His Grace the Duke of
Buckingham: and Chandos, then Secretary of State for the Colonies, to visit him at Stowe,
for the purpose of discussing freely and fully the numerous and difficult questions which
were involved in the transfer of these great Territories to Canada. We found that His'
Grace had already made some progress in the preliminaries of a negotiation (under the
Act 31 and 32 Vie., Cap. 105) with the Hudson Bay Company, for the surrender to
Her Majesty of the Territorial and political rights which they claimed in Rupert's
Land.

‘We objected very earnestly, to some of the demhnds of the Company, which were
communicated to us by His Grace, but after much consideration and important modifications
of the Company’s demands, we agreed that if they would surrender the Territory onm thé"
conditions which His Grace proposed, we would recommend the acceptance of thess
conditions by the Canadian Government. The Duke of Buckingham’s proposals will ba’
found in the letter of Mr. Adderly, of the 1st December, 1868, addressed to the Governor
of the Hudson Bay Company.
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Considerable delay in the negotiztions wes occusioned by the retirement from office
of the Duke of Buckingham and Lis Callo: gues, and also by the resignation of Lord
Kimbe:ly, the then Governor of the Company.

On ths 18th of January, 1869, Eal G anvdle who Lad acceded to Office as Secretary
of State for tha Coloniss, transmittod to us the reply of the Company, declining the

- proposals of the Duke of Buckingham. His Lordship subsequently requested us to
communicate to him any observations which we might dzsire to offer upon this reply of
the Company, and upon certain counter proposals which it contained, we felt reluctant, as
representatives of Cansda, to engaze in a conlroversy with the Company concerning
matters of fact, as well as questions of Law and policy, while the negotiation with them
was being carried on by the Imperial Government in its own name and of its own
authority.

But we did not feel at liberty to decline Lord Granville’s request, and, on the 8th
Fabraary, stabad, ab Iangsh, our visws oa thz various points raised in the letter of Sir
Siaford Northeobs, tha new Governor of the Company, in answer to the proposals of the
Duks of Buckinzhwm ; w2 b2y to rofer Your Eceallenzy t5 the corrsspondence for full
informytion a3 to the posisions taken and the opinions expressed by us at this stage of the
negotiation.

Lord Gmnville being of opinion that the rejection, by the Company, of the proposals
of his predecessor had terminated the negotiations insbituted by him, submitted for our
consideration proposals of his own, based on a different prmu-)’e from that which had
been laid down by the Duke of Duckmvham

We feel it our duty to state to his Lordship, that these proposals would not be
acceptable to the Canadian Government., They were subsequently modified, and in the
form in which they appear in the letter of Sir Frederick Rogers, of the 9th March, were
conditionally accepted by us, subject to the approval of your Exceliency in Council.

Certain details were left by Lord Granville, to be settled betwesn the representatives
of the Company, and ourselves, which lead to interviews and discussions with them, and
to a correspendence-which is also submitted herewith.

During the progress of the negotia’hions, a formal complaint was made to the Colonial
Secretary by the representatives of the Company, against the Canadian Government for
undertaking the construction of a road tetween Take of the Woods and the Red River
Settlement, without having first obtained the consent of the Company.

The letter conveying this complaint was referred to us by Marl Granviile for such
explanation as we were able to offer. The correspondence on this subject is also respect-
fully submitted.

Your Excellency is aware tha’ since our reburn to Canada, the Hudson Bay Company
have signified to Lord Guanville their acceptance of the. terms, propesed by him, for the
surrender to Her Majesty, of heir Territerial rights in Rupert’s Land. We have,
therefore, the honor to submis the same, with memorandums of the “details” agreed to
by us on behalf of the Canadian Government, for the approval of }our Excellency, and
for such action thereupon as your Excellency may Le advised to take

All which is respectfully submitted.

(Signed,) GEeo. Er. CARTIER,
Wi McDouvealn

Ottawa, May 8th, 1839.

PURCHASE MONZY.
Copy of a Report of a Commitice ¢f the Honorablle the Privy Council, approved by
Ilis Exzeliency the Goverior Qensral win Counced on the 17th August, 1869,

On a memorandum, dated 2nd Augusb, 1869, from the Ionoralle ths Minister of
Finance, bringing under the notice of your Excellency in Council the payment of
12a—19
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£300,000 sterling, required to bg made to the Hudson Bay Company on the transfer of
Rupert's Land to the Dominion of Canada, in terms of the Address to Her Majesty of the
Senate and House of Commons in the last Session of Parliament. ‘

The Minister submits that it is proposed that the Proclamation annexing the
Territory to the Dominion of Canara shall take effect on the 1st October next, and that
it becomes necessary tc make provision for the payment of the sum in question on the
day mentioned.

That ths Canadian Government has no information as to the passing of any Act by
the Imperml Parliament, authorizing Her Majesty's Government to guarantee the loan of
the sum in question, and althou; zh the Dominion Las at its disposal sufficient balances out
of which the payment might, in the meantime, be met, it is expedient that the assent of
Her Majesty’s Government should be obtained to any such payment by anticipation in
case the arrangements for placing the guaranteed loan on the ma,rket cannot be completed
before the 1st October r &.

He, therefore, recunmends that the attention of He1 Majesty’s Government be
called to these fact, in order that a proper understanding may be come to, either for the
advance by this Government of the sum of £300,000, or for its being raised by a loan on
the Imperial guarantee.

The Committee concur in the above Report, and advise that a copy thereof be
communicated by your Excellency to the Right Honorable the Sscretary of State for the
Colonies for the information of Her Majestys Covernment.

(Certified.) Wa. H. Lze,
Clerk P. C.

—

Cap:y of a Report of a Committes of the Honoradle the Privy Council, approved by His
Lzxcellency the Governor General in Council on the 18th September, 1869.

The Committee have given their attentive consideration to the annexed memorandum
from the Honorable the Minister of Finance, with reference to the requirements of the
Act passed «a the recant Session of the Imperial Parliament, for guaranteeing a loan of
£300,000 sterling to be paid to the Hudson Bay Company, and they report their con-
currsace in the recommanlations of the Minister of Finance, and advise that a copy
thereof be transmitted by Your Exczllency to Ear] Granville for the information of Her
Majesty’s Government, ’

(Certified.) Wxn. H. Lzg,
Clerk, P. C.

Fivaxce DrparRTMENT, Ottawa, 18th September, 1869.

The undersigned has the homor to bring under the notice of His Excellency in
Council, the Act recently passed by the Imperial Parliament, known as the ¢ Canada
(Rupert’s Land) Loan Act” of 1869, for guarantezing a loan of £300,000 sterling, to be
paid to the Hudson Bay Company.

That Act provides that Her Majesty’s Treasury ¢ shall net give any guarantee unless
“gnd until provision is made by an Act of the Parliamant of Ca.nada, or otherwise, to
“ to the satisfaction of the Treasury,” among other things for making the loan—with
the Sinkiny Fand, Inberest, and any advance made out of the Consolidated Revenue
Fuat of tha Uaitel Kinzlom oa azcount of such Loan, with the interest thereon, as
therein detailed—a charge on the Consolidated Revenue Fund of Ca,na.da, immediately
after that for fortifications created by the Acs 31 Vie. Cap. 41.

That in view of the necessity of making payment to the Hudson Bay Company,
previous to the meetii g of the Parliament of Canada, and in order that the Proclamation
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annexing Rupert's Land to Canada, and the arrangements for the Government and
settlement of the Territory may not be unduly deferred, it is expedient to pass a Minute
of the Privy Council accepting the terms of the said Imperial Act, which provide for
charging the Consolidated Revenue Fund of Canada with the payment of the Sinking
Fund, and with the principal or interest on any sum issued out of the Consolidated
Revenue Fund of the Unitgd Kingdom, all as therein provided, and in the order as
therein set forth, and to authorize the negotiation of the loan of $300,000 on the
guarantee of the Imperial Government accordingly ; and further, to declare by a like
Order in Council that the Government of Canada will recommend to Parliament, at its
* first Session, the passing of an Act to carry into effect—in so far as provision may not
be already made by existing Acts, and by this order—the requirements of the said
Canada (Rupert’s Land) Loan Act of 1869, as to charging the principal sum of money,
and the Interest, Sinking Fund and interest on, and the capital of any advances out of
the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the United Kingdom, as therein mentioned, on the
Consolidated Revenue Fund of Canada in the order specified in the said Imperial Act.

He further recommends that Thomas Baring, Esq., M. P., and George Carr Glyn,
Esq., both of the City of London, Bankers; be nominated Trustees on behalf of the
Government of Canada, for the investment and management of the Sinking Fund, and
the accumulaticn thereof in terms of the said Act.

(Signed,) Joax Rosg,

M. of F.
Ottaws, 31st August, 1869.

&

Cory of a Report of a Commitice of the Honorable the Privy Council, approved by Hi®
Ezxcellency the Governor General in Council on the 20th September, 1869.

The Committee have had under consideration the annexed Memorandum, dated 18th
September, 1869, from the Honorable the Minister of Finance, having refevence to the
expediency of paying, forthwith, out of the funds now in the hands of the Canadian
Government, the £3OO 000 payable to the Hudson Bay Company, on the understanding,
and for the reasons given in the said Report; and they respectfully request their
concurrence therein, and advise that a copy of that Memorandum be transmitted by Your
Excellency to the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, for the
information aud action of H. M. Government.

(Certified.) Wit H. Leg,
Clerk to the Privy Couneil

FixaxcE DEPARTMENT, OTTAWA,
' 20th September, 1869.

On a referance this day to thz unfle'rsigmd, of ths despatches from the Secretary of
State for the Coloaies, the one dated the 22nd July, 1869, and the other dated the 11th
August, 1869, transmitted by the Governor General to the Privy Council on the 26th
August ard 14th September respactively ; the latter accompanied by a copy of the
Rupert's Land Loan Bill, 1869, and in which the Secretary of State requests to be:
informed whether any arrangement has been made for the payment of the £300,000
sterling to the Hudson Bay Company ; he has the honor to report :—

1st. The Government of Canada is prepaved at once to pay the sum to the Hudson
Bay Compary out of its own meneys ; provided that Ier Majesty’s Government assert that
such payment shall not interfere with the granting of the guarantee (by the Commissioners
of Her Majesty’s Treasury of the amount, but that such guarantee will be given to the



148

Bonds of Canada, ab as early a doy as may be amranged) Letween Her Malesty's
Government and the Goverzment of Canada,

2nd. With reference to the despatch of the 22nd July last, in which Earl Granville
observes that, in the alsence of any Canadian Act authorising the raising of the sum of
£300,000, with the usual provisions as to Sinking Fund, it would ke impossible to issue
the Loan for some months to come, and suggests that such arrangements might be made in
the meantime with the Hudson an Company touching the payment of the amount, as
will enablé Her Majesty’s Government to issue the Order in Ccuncil, annexing the Terri-.
tories to the Dominion of Canada ;- the Minister has the honor to state that by a Statute
passed by the Parliament of Canada, during the last Session (32 and 33 Vie., cap. 1) it is
enacted as follows :

(8.) ¢ The Governor in Council may authorize the raising of a sum of money, not
exceeding three hundred thousand pounds sterling, or one million four hundred and
“ sixty thousand dollars, by way of loan, with the guarantee of the Government of the
United Kingdom, for the purpose of meeting a like sum, payable out of the Consoli-
“ dated Revenue Fund to the Hudson Bay Company, as provided in the proposed
agreement with the said Company, laid before the Parliament of Canada, with other
“ documents on the same subject, by His Excellency the Governor General, on the
“ Seventeenth of May, in the present year, and embodied in the Address to Her Most
‘ Gracious Majesty, adopted by the Senate and House of Commons of Canada.

“ _And such Loan may be raised either in currency or sterling money, on such terms,
¢ for such peried, in such form, at such rate of interest, and with such sinking fund, and
“ subject to such conditions as the Governor in Council may think most advisable, with
“ the approval of the Commissioners of Her M.,Jc%y’s Treasugy ; and such loan, interest,
“ and sinking {fund shall be a charge upon the Consolidated Revenue Fund of Canada.

(4.) “ The Governor in Council may authorize the raising, by way of loan, of a further
% sum, not exceeding in the whole, thres hundred thousand pounds sterling, or one million
“ four hundred and smtv thousand dollars, on the credit of the Dominion of Canada, for
“ the purpose of defraying the expense of opening up communication with and of the
“ gettlement and administration of the Government of the said Territory ; and such Loan
“ may be raised either in currency or sterling monev, on such terms, for such period,‘in
‘ such form, at such rate of interest, with such sinking fund and subyect to such conditions
“ as the Governor in Council may think most advisable ; ; and such Loan shall be a cha:ge
‘upon the Consolidated Revenue Fund of Canada.”

Thesz enastmenbs were intendad, by anticipation, to provide for the difficulty which
his Lordship has suzgastel; and the Governmens of Canada, by further Order in Couneil,
(dated 17th August, 1869) snuggested that in order to obviate any delay, the Bonds to be
issued under it should be prepared in Encrhn(‘., and signed on behalf of the Dominion of
Canada by ths Financial A"e"l ts there, who were, by the same Order in (‘ouncil, and
under the provisions of the A,ts, permibting Loans to be effectod, spscially authorized to
sign these Bonds as the O.ficars of the Dominion of Canada.

The Minister recommends that Farl Granville be informed that the Government is
prepared at once to settle the form and mode ef e\ecut.nc the Bonds, so that no delay
whatever may arise.

3rd. The Ministar of Finance has further the honor to state, that by a further report
from this Department, dated th2 18th September instant, and approved by His Excellency
the Governor General in Council on the same day, the Government of Canada accepted
the terms of the Rupert’s Land Lecan Act, 1869, which p“ovidas for raising the Loan, and
for the creation and Ir_am"eme'lt of the ‘om‘mw Fund, and for making the various sums
specified in that Act, a charge on the CO'lsohd&teJ Revenue of (,anada, in the crder
therein specified ; and he trusts that the provisions of the aforesaid Act, and the Order
in Council now referred to, give adaquate authovity for effecting the Lioun without further
Legislation, and thab the requirements of the Cunada Rupert's Loan Act, 1869, are
sufficiently fulfilled, so as to permit of immediate arrangzments being ma.de with the
Commissoners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, to carry it into “effect.

Y
-

-
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4th. He further recommends that the Financial Agents in England e authorised to
determine and make all arrangements with Her DMajesty's Government, {or creating and
maintaining such Sinking Fund as may be thought proper in respect to the guaranteed por-
tion of the Loan ; and also to determine as to the creating and maintaining a Sinking Fund
in respect of the further amount of Loan authorised to Le issued in terms of the 4th
Section of the aforesaid Act; and the Bonds to be issued therefore may be for such
amounts, and payable at such dates, and bear such rate of interest as the said Financial
Agents may think most advantagecus.

; ’ (Signed,) Joax Rose.

Ottawa, September 20th, 1869.

Cory of a Report of a Commiattee of the Honorable the Privy Council, approved by His
. Excellency the Governor General in Council on the 2nd October, 1869.

The Committee of Council have had under consideration the accompanying Memo-
randum, dated 30th September, 1869, from the Honorab'e the Minister of Justice,
recommending that in view of the immediate departure of the Honorable John Ross, late
Ministzr of Finance, for England, Le be requested to act on behalf of the Canadian
Covernment on his arrival in London, on the several matters enumerated in the said
Memorandum, and they respactfully advise that the recommendations of the Minister of
Justice be approved, and that Mr. Rose be duly authorized to act on bekalf of the
Dominion in the matters referred to. -

Certified.
W H. Lk,

Clerk to the Privy Council

late MMinister of Finance, for England, begs leave to recommend that he be requested to
act on behalf of the Canadian Government, on his arrival in London, on the following
matters : —

1. To make arrangenents with Her Majesty’s Government and with the Finanecial
Agents of the Dominion in London, for the negotiation of the Lean of £300,000 sterling,
on the guarantee of Her Majesty’s Government, for the payment to the Hudson Bay
Company ; and also for negotiating such further Loan, on the sole credit of Canada, as may
he thought expedient for the other purposes connected with the North West-Territcries,
contemplated in the Supply Bill of last Session, and referred to in the several Minutes of
Council, copies of which are hereunto annexed ; and further to make such arrangements as
to the form of execution and signature of the Bonds to be issued as may be thought
most convenient. .

2. To make provision for the payment in advance, if need be, by arrangement with
Her Majesty's Government, of the said sum of £300,000 sterling, out of the Funds of
Canada, and to carry out any agreement which it may be necessary to make to that
effect, and to adjust, with the Company, the sum to be paid for the Telegraph wire, specified
in the arrangements with the Government of Canada.

. (Signed,) Jomy A. Macpoxavp.
Ottawa, 30th September, 1869.
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CorY of a Report of a Commiittee of the Honorable the Privy Council, approved by His
Exogliency the Governor General in Council on the 16th November, 1869.

* On a Memorandum, dated 13th November, 1869, from the Honorable the Minister

of Finance, submitting that it is expodient to lose no timse in remitting ons million five

. hundrad thousand dollars to the London Agents, in order that immediate payment may

be made to the Hudson Bay Company, of. the purchase money of the Territory, £300,000
sterling.

And further submitting that it is inexpedient to place a new loan on the market at
present, and that it will be desirable to postpone raising any further lra» until it becomes
necessary to raise a further amount for the Intercolonial Railway, stating that the
Imperial guaranteed Bonds will be issued when required, and will be an available security
on which a temporary Loan can be raised if required. _

The Committee advise that the foregoing suggestions of the Minister of Finance be
approved and acted on.

Certified.
W H. Leg,

Clerk Privy Council.

. The Secretary of State to Sir John Young.
(Caxapa.—No, 215.)
DowiNGg STREET,
30th December, 1869.

ToTresury, 5th Now 135, Sm,—TI have the honor to transmit to you the enclose copies
Treasury, 22ud Nov. 183 4 o correspondence with the Board of Treasury, relating to the
Loan, £300,000, to be raised by the Government of Canada, for the payment of the
Hudsor Bay Company on the cession of thair Territories in British North America.
I have, &c.,
(Signed,) F. R. SanDFoRD,

For Earl Granville.

Governor General
The Rt. Hon. Sir Joux Youns, Bart., G.C.B., G.C.M.G., &e., &e., &e.

¢
Sir F. Sandford to Secretary to Treasury.
(Copy-) ,
Downine STREET,
5th November, 1869.
17th Aogust, 1869, Str,—1I am directed, by Earl Granville to transmit to you, to be

17¢h August, 1869. : [N ] jasi 2
18th S eprember, 1859, 1aid before the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, the several orders

18th September, 1839, noted in the margin, of the Privy Council of Canada, on the subject of”
29th eptember, 1369. the guarantee to be given by their Lordships for the payment of the sum
of £300,029, to be raised by way of a loan by the Government of Canada, under the Act
of the lass Sassion of the Imperial Parliament, cap. 101, called ** The Canadian (Rupert's
Land) Loan Act, 1869.”
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I am also desired to transmit, for the information of their Lordships, a copy of an
32and33Vic.,, cfp. 1. Act of the Parliament of Canada, passed in anticipation of the
Imperial Act, by which authority would appear to0 be given to raise the Loan on such
terms and conditions as the Governor in Council may think most advisable, with the
approbation of the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury..

Mr. Rose, late Finance Minister of Canada, has been authorised to make the
. necessary arrangements on behalf of the Governruent of Canada, and has transmitted the
* accompanying Memorandum to Earl Granville, shewing the mode by which it is proposed

that the money, on the guarantes of Her Majesty’s Government, should be raised.

It has been arranged that the surrender of Rupert’s Land, by the Hudson Bay
Company shall be made on the 1st December next. The money will required to be paid
on that day, and as it is of gres! importance that no further delay should take place in
the transfer of the Territory to Canada, I am directed to express Lord Granville’s hope
that the acceptance by the Executive Government of Canada, in the terms of the several
Orders in Council accompanying this letter, of the Rupert's Land Loan Act, 1869, and
the plan suggested by Mr. Rose, for raising and paying over the money to the Hudson
Bay Company, may be satisfactory to their Lordships.

I am, &e.,

F. R. SaNDFORD.
The Secretary to the Treasury.

M, Stansfeld to the Under Secretary of State., Colonial Offfice.
(Copy). .
TrEASURY CHAMBERS,
22nd November, 1869.

S1r,—With reference to your letter of 5th inst., and its enclosure, relative to the
Loan of £300,000, to be raised by the Government of Canada for the payment of the
Hudson Bay Company on the cession of Rupert’s Land, I am directed by the Lords
Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to acquaint you, for the information of Earl
Granville, that My Lords have had conveyed to Mr. Rose, late Finance Minister for
Canada, their approval of the manner in which it is proposed to raise the sum of
£300,000, and of terms of the Bond or Debenture.

Mr. Rose has also been informed that My Lords are prepared to guarantee the
payment of interest at the rate of 4 par cent. on the said sum of £300,000, in the terms
of the Board, on condition that sufficient proof is afforded to the satisfaction of this Board,
that that sum has been paid over to the Hudson Bay Companyy by, or on behalf of the
Government of Canada, and with the understanding that that Government will recommend
to the Parliament of Canada, at its first session, the passing of whatever further Act may
appear to be called for by a strict interpretation of the provisions of the Imperial Act. .

I am to add that My Lords bave appointed the Permanent Secretary to carry into
effect the guarantee on behalf of this Board, and they propose that Sir F. Rogers and
Mr. Law (Auditor of the Civil List) should act as Trustees of the Sinking Fund, on
behalf of Her Majesty’s Government. '

The papers enclosed in your letter of the 5th instant are returned herewith.
I am, &e,
- (Signed,) JAMES STANSPELD.
The Under Secretary of Stats, Colonial Office.
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SURVEY AND SUR-DIVISION, NORTH-WEST. «
Cory of @ Report of a Commitice of the Honorable the Privy Council, approved by Ils
Lcellency the Governor General in Council on the 23rd September, 1869,

N

The Committeo have had before them the annexed Report, datedl 22ud September
1869, from the Iounorable the Minister of Public Works,  submitting certain
documents veceived by him from J. Stoughton Dennis, Esq., P.L.8., embracing a system:
proposed by him for the survey and sub-division of the townships in the North-West
Territories, and on thg recommendation of the Minister of Public Works, thoy respectfully
advise that the system proposed by Colonel Dennis, be approved and adopted.

Certified.
Wu H. Lo,

Clerk to the Privy Council.

Otraws, 22nd September, 1869.
{Memorandum.)

The undersigned has the hovor to submis,

That on the 10th July last, a letter of instructions was sent to Licutenant Colonel
Dennis, P.L.8., divecting Lim to proceed to the Red River, for the purpose of selecting
the most suitable localities for the survey of townships for immediate settlement.

That Mr. Deunis after consulting with the Crown Lands Departments, both in Canada
and the United States, in accordance with the above instructions, has forwarded certain
papers embracing a proposed system of surveys and sub-division of Public Lands in that
part of the Dominion.

1. The system to be rectangular. All townships and scetions to be East and Wost,
or North and South.

2. The townships to number northerly from the 49 parallel, and the rauges of town-
ships to number East and West from a given meridian.  This mervidian to be drawn from
the 49 parallel, at a poins, say 10 miles West of Pewbina, and to be called the Winnipeg
mervidian.

3. The townships to consist of 64 squares of 800 acres each, and to contain in addition
40 acves, or five per cent. in area jn each sestion, as an allowance for public highways.

4. The townships on the Red and Assinniboine Rivers, where the same have had
ranges of farm lots laid out by the Company, to be surveyed, the broken sactions butting
against the rear limits of such ranges, so as to leave the same intact as independent
grants, accompanying which is a map on Mercator's Projection, illustrating the proposed
division and 2 plan of 4 township, shewing the proposed method of sub-division.

The undersigned now Legs to recommend that the above system of surveys and sub-
division by Colenel Dennis, P.L.S., for the North-Western Territories, may be adopted
and approved.

Respectfully submitted.

(Signed,) Wi McDougary,
' Minister of Public Works.

Cory of a Report of a Committes of the Honorable the Privy Council, approved by His
Excellency the Governor General in Couwncil on the 88¢% Sesterhber, 18G9,

On the recommendation of the Honorable the Minister of Justice, the Committes
advise that the Honorable Wm. McDougall, C. B., be appointed Lieutenant Governor of
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the North-West Territories; and that o Commission under the Great Seal do issue, to
take offect from and after tha day on which such Territorics oro transterred by Her
Majesty to the Dominion of Canada.
And on the same recommendation they advise that Mr. McDougall’s Salary, as such
Lisutenant Governor, be fixed at seven thousauwd dollars per annum.
Certified.
W H. Lz,

Clerk Privy Council.

2

Cory of @ Report of a Commitles of the onorabls the Privy Council, approved by His
Lxeellency the Governor Gencral in Council on the 28th September, 1869.

The Committee have had under consideration the annexed draft of o letter proposed
to be addressed by the Secretary of Stato fur the Provinces to tho IHonorable William
McDougnll, as his preliminary instructions on proce=ding to the North-West Territories,
and on the recommendation of tho Honorablo the Minister of Justice advise that the same
be approved by your Excellency.

Certified.
Wu. H. L,
Clerk of Privy Council.

(Copy.)
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROVINCES,
28th September, 1869.

The Honorable Wm. McDougall, C. B., Ottawa.

S1r—As you have heen appointed Licutcuant Governor of the North-West Territories,
in anticipation of the formal transter of those Tervitorics by Her Majesty to the Dominion of
Canada, and as it is expected that such finuafor will be made within the course of the
next two or three months, I have the honor, Iy command of His Excellency the Governor
General, to inform you that it is desirable thab no time should be lost in making the
necessary preliminary arrangements for the organization of the Government of the
Territories.

2. With this view, I am to instruct yon to proceed with all convenient speed to Fort
Garry, in ovder that you may effectually superintend the carrying out of the preliminary
arrangements indicated in the preceding parngraph, and be ready to asmume the Govern-
ment of the Territories on their actual transfer to Canada.

3. On your arrival at Fort Garry you will place yourself at once in communication
with Mr. McTavish, the Governor of the Ifudson Bay Coiapany, and notify him of your
appointment, you will at the same time offer seats in your Council to Mr. McTavish and
to Mr. Black, or other Chief Judicial Officer of the Hudson’s Bay Company, now in
the Territory. Should either or both of these gentlemen decline to accept office, you will
submit for the consideration of His Excellency, the names of cnc or two other officers of
the Company whom you consider cligible to act as members of your Council. You will
at the same time submit the names of several of the residents of character and standing in
the Territory, unconnected with the Company, qualified to act as Councillors, giving
particulars respecting them, and stating their comparative merits.

4. You will have the goodness to report, with all convenient speed, for the information
of His Excellency, on the state of the laws now existing in the Territories, transmitting

12¢—20
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copies of any laws, ordinances or regulations of the Company now in force there, together
with a full report as to the mode of administering justice, the organization of the Courts,
the number and mode of appointment of Justices of the Peace; the Police arrangements
and: the means adapted for keeping the peace &c.

5. In preparing the Report on the matters referred to in the preceding paragraph, it
will be will that you sheuld confer with the Chief Judicial Officer of the Company in the
Territories.

6. You will have the «oodness to report also upon the system of taxation (if any)
now in force in the Terntones the system of licencing Shops, Taverns, &ec., the mode of
regulating or prohibiting the sale of wines, spirituons “and malt liquors, and further as to
the mode of keeping up the Roads and generally on the Municipal organization, if any,
existing in the Territories.

7. You will also make a full report upon the state of the Indian tribes, now in the
Territories, 'their numbers, wants, and claims; the system heretofore pursued by the
Hudson Bay Company in dealing “with them : accompanied by any suggestions you may
desire to offer, with reference to their protection, and the improvement of their condition.

8. You will have the goodness to report, also, on the nature and amount of the
currency or circulating.medium now employed in the Territories, and of the probable
requirements of the Territories in that respect in the future.

9. You will also report on the system of education (if any) which now obtains in
the Territories. '

10. You will also please to report as to such lands in the Territories as it may be
desirable to.open up at,_once for settlement, transmitting a plan of such survey as may
be neécessary, with' an estimate of the cost of survey, a statement of the conditions of
grants of land and settlement. The Plan should shew the number of Townships it is
proposed to lay out at once, the size and situation of the Townships, and the size of the
lots, making the necessary reservation for Churches, Schools, Roads, and other publig

urposes.
P I'PIL You will also report upon the relations at present existing between the Hudson
Bay Company and the different religious bodies in the Territories.

12. You will also report as to the number of officers now employed by Hudson Bay,
Company in the administration of the Government of the Territories, stating the duties
and salaries of such officers, and specifying those who should, in your opinion, be retained.
You will also report as to the number of persons whom it will be necessary hereafter to-
employ in the administration of the Government; and you will report generally on all
subjects connected with the welfare of the Territories, upon which it may seem to you
desirable to communicate with the Government of the Dominion.

13. It is desirable that you should take immediate measures for the extension of the
Telegraph System from the Territory to Pembina, and for its connection at that place
with the system of the American Telegraph Company or Companies, making any
provisional arrangements for that purpose that may be necessary, and forwarding a copy
of such arrangements to this Department for confirmation by His Excellency.

I have the honor to be, Sir, &e., &e.,
(Signed,) E. A. MzreDITH,
U. Secretary of State.

CUSTOMS AND EXCISE LAWS.

Cory of a Report of a Committee of the Honorable the Privy Council, approved by His
Excellency the Governor General in Council on the 28tk September, 1869.

On a memorandum, dated 27th September, 1869, from the Honorable the Minister
of Justice, acting for the Honorable the Minister of Tnland Revenue, and of the Honorable
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the Minister of Customs, calling the attention of Your Excellency to the expediency of
making early provision for the extension of the Customs and Excise Laws of Canada to
the North-West Territories, so soon as they are admitted into the Dominion.

‘With that view they recommend that the Lieutenant Governor appointed by Yeur
Excellency, be instructed to procure the passing of Ordinance or Ordinances by His
Council so soon -as it is constituted, making the Customs and Excise Laws of the
Dominion operative in the Territories. Such Ordinance or Ordinances to be in force until
the szid laws are extended to the Territories by the Parliament of Canada.

They further recommend that Mr. Alexander Begg, of the Inland Revenue Office,
be instructed to proceed with all reasonable speed to Fort Garry, and that he assume the
duties of Collector of Customs and Inspeztor of Inland Revenue under the said
Ordinances. That his travelling expenses be paid, and that his salary be raised from

-$800 to $1,000, to commence from 1st Qctober, 1869.
The Committee submit the above recommendation for Your Excellency’s approval.

Certified.
Wu. H. LEE,

Clerk P.C.

D ]

CoPY of a Report of a Commitice of the Hcenorable the Privy Council, approved by His
Euxcellency the Governor General in Council on the 7th December, 1869 :

On a memorandum, dated 3rd December, 1869, from the Honorable the Minister of
Finance, submitsing that it is expedient to come to an immediate decision as to the final
policy to be adopted in Rupert’s Land, in the event of that Territory being added to the
Dominion of Canada.

That it would, in his opinion, be inexpedient to make any material changes in the
Customs Duties in Rupert’s Land, until the means of access to the Territory shall have
been greatly improved. o

He therefore suggests that the present tariff should remain in force for at least two
years from the 1st January next. That it may, however, be necessary to establish duties
on spirits, and, possibly, some other articles, which are at present exempt.

That if the above suggestion be concurred in, he would further recommend that an
announcement of the intention of the Government be made to the people resident in the
Territory, who may possibly feel some alarm on the subject of increased duties.

The Committee concur in the Report of the Finunce Minister, and submit the same
for Your Excellency’s approval.

Certified. :
Wu. H. Leg,

. Clerk Privy Council,

B ]

CorY of a Report of a Committes of the Honorable the Privy Council, approved by Hi
Exeellency the Governor General in Council on the 11th December, 1869.

The Committee of Council, on the recommendation of the Honorable the Minister of
Finance, and for the reasons given in his memorandum of the 11th December instant,
advise that the Minute in Council of the Tth instant—having reference to the policy to be
adopted in Rupert's Land in the event of that Territory being added to the Dominion—
be cancelled. =~

The Minister of Finance submits that, in his opinion, it is inexpedient to make any
material changes in the Customs Duties in Rupert’s Land until the means of access to the
Territory shall have been greatly improved,
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He therefore suggests that the present tariff should remain in force for at least two
years from the lst January next.

That if the above suggestion be concurred in, he would further recommend that an
announcement of the intention of the Government be made to the people resident in the
Tetrritory, who may possibly feel some alarm on the subject of ircreased duties.
= The Committee concur in the foregoing recommendation, and submit the same for
Your Excellency’s approval. '

Certified. '
Wu. H. Lk,

Clerk Privy Council.

SEaL, NorTH-WEST TERRITORIES,
GoveERNMENT Housg, OTTawa,
Tuesday, 23rd day of November, 1869.

PRESENT :—His Excellency the Governor General in Council.

His Excellency, by and with the advice of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada,
and in pursuance of the provisions of the Second Section of the Art 32 and 33 Victoria,
Chapter 3, intituled, *“An Act for the temporary Government of Rupert’s Land and the
 North-West Territory when united with Canada, has been pleased to order, and it is
“ hereby ordered, that on, from, and after the day on which ‘ The North-West Territories’
“ghall be admitted into the Union or Dominion of Canada, the said North-West
_“Territories shall, upon all occasions that may be required, use a common Seal, to be
¢ cglled the Great Seal of ¢ The North West Territories,” which said Seal shall be composed
“of the Royal Arms, with the legend or inscription ‘The Seal of the North-West
¢ Territories.” ”

‘Wu. H. LEg,

Clerk Privy Council.

Cory of @ Report of a Commitiec of the Honorable the Privy Coumcil, approved by His
Excellency the Governor General in Council on the 18th January, 1870.

On a memorandum, dated 14th January, 1870, from the Honorable the Minister of
Public Works, reporting that considerable progress has been made in the roads connecting
the navigable reaches on the line of communication between Lalke Superior and Red
River,—authorized by Your Excellency.

That the route traverses a country as yet uninhabited, and that pending any future
arrangements for the conveyance of mails, &c., he recommends that he be authorized to
expend the sum of twelve thousand dollars (812,000) in the purchase of boats, and the
means of conveying them to the places where they are required.

The Committee advise that the required authority be granted.

Certified. Wu. H. Leg,
Clerk, Privy Council.
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Cory of a Report of a Cemmittee of the Honorable the Privy Council, approved by His
Excellency the Governor General in Council on the 28th January, 1870.

On a memorandum, dated 26th January, 1870, from the Honorsble the Postmaster
General, reporting that he has entered into an agreement with the owners of the steamer
“ Chicora” for round trip per week between Collingwood and Fort William, during the
season of navigation in the present year ; by which agreement the steamer is to convey, in.
addition to any mails whick may be placed on board, such men and stores as the Govern-
ment may desire to send, at a tariff of prices to be fixed by Your Excellency in Council,
in consideration of the payment to the owners of the “ Chicora,” by the Government of
the Dominion, of the sum of Four thousand nine hundred dollars for the season.

He recommends that the above arrangement be confirmed by Your Excellency in
Council, and that, inasmuch as the Mail service between Collingwood and Fort William
is already provided for by his Department, under contract with the steamer “Algoma,”
the amount to be paid to Messrs. Milloy, owners of the ¢ Chicora,” be placed in the
Estimates for the Ocean and River Steam and Packet Service for 1870-71.

The Committee advise that the arrangement made be sanctioned, and that the
necessary amount be placed in the Estimates for the present year.

Certified.
Wu. H. Leg,

Clerk, Privy Couneil.



