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JOHN Y0CNG.

The Governor General transmits, for the information of the House off

Commons, the accomnpanying papers relative to the recent occur-

rences in the North-West Territories, referred to in the third

paragraph in the Speech from the Throne.

GOVERNMENT bOUSE,

Ottawa, 24th Feb., 1870.

Cory of a Report of a- Committee of the Honorable the Privy Council, approved by His
Excellency the Governor Genral in Cuncil on the 28th September, 1869.

To the Honorable the Secretary of State
for the Provines, Ottawa.

On the recommendation of the Honorable the Minister of Justice, the. Committee
advise that the Honorable William MeDougail., C.B., be appointed Lieutenant-Governor
of the North-West Territories, and that a Commission under the Great Seal do issue, to
take effect from and after the day on which sucli Territories are -transferred by Her
Majesty to the Dominion of Canada.

And on the same recommendation they advise that Mr. McDougall's salary as zuch
Lieutenant-Governor, be fixed at Seven Thousand Dollars per annum.

Certified.
Wsr. H. LEE,

Clerk P.C.

OFFICE OF TH-E SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROTNCEs,
Ottawa, 28th September, 1869.

To the Honorable W. kcDougall, C.B.

SIR,-I have.the honor, by command of His Excellency the Governor General, to
transmit to you, herewith, a copy of an Order of His Excellency in Council, together
with the letter therein referred to, contaiûing your preliminary instructions in proceeding
to the North-West Territories.

I have, &c.,

E. A. MEREDITH,
Under .Secretary.

To the Honorable the Secretary of State

for the Provin-ces, &c., c., &c.

CoFy of a Report of a Committee of the Honorable the Privy Council, approved by His
Excellency the Governor General in Council on the 28th Septemaber, 1869.

The Committee'have had under consideration the annexed Draft of a letter proposed
to be addressed by the Secretary of State for the Provinces to the Hon. William
McDougall, as lis preliminary instructions on proceeding to the NTorth-West Territories,
and on the recommendation of the Hon. the Minister of Justice, advise that the same
be approved by your Excellenòy.

Certified. WR. H. LEE,
Clerk Privy Council.

12-1



OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROVINCES,

Ottawa, 28th Sept., 1869.

The Hon. Mr. fcDougall, C.B.,
Ottawa.

SIR,-As you have been appointed Lieutenant-Governor of the North-West Terri-
tories, in anticipation of the formal transfer of those Territories by Her Majesty to the
Dominion of Canada, and as it is expected that such transfer will be made within the
course of the next two or three months, I have the honor, by command of Ris Excellency
the Governor General, to inform youa that it is desirable that no time should be lost in
making the necessary preliminary arrangements for the organization of th- Government of
the Territories.

2. With this view I am to instruct you to proceed with al convenient speed to Fort
Garry, in order that you may effectually superintend the carrying out of them preliminary

-arrangements indicated in the preceding paragraph, and be ready to assume the Govern-
ment of the Territories on their actual transfer to Canada.

3. On your ariival at Fort Garry, you will place yourself at once in communication
with Mr. McTavish, the Governor of the Hudson Bay Company, and notify him of your
appointment ; you will, at the same time, offer seats in your Council to Mr. McTavish- and
to Mr. Black, or other Chief Judical Officer of the Hudson Bay Company now in the
Territory. - Should either or both of these gentlemen decline to accept office, you will sub-
mit, for the consideration of His Excellency, the names of one or two other officers of the
Company, whom you consider eligible to act as members of your Council. You will, at
the same time, submit the names of several of the residents of character and standing in
the Territo-y, unconnected with the Company, qualified to act as Councillors, giving par-
ticulars respecting them, and stating their comparative merits.

4. You will have the goodness te report with al convenient speed, for the information
of Ris Excellency, on the state of the Laws now existing in the Territories, transmitting
copies of any Laws, Ordinances or Regulations of the Company now in forèe there, together
with a full report as to the mode of administering Justice, the organization- of the Courts,
the number and mode of appointment of Justices of the Peace, the Police arrangements,
and the means adopted for keeping the peace;&c.

5. In preparing your Report on the matters referred to in the preceding paragraph,
it wil be well that you should confer with the Chief Judical Officer of the Company in the
Territories.

6. You will have the goodness to report also upon. the system of Taxation (if any)
now in force in the Territories, the system of licensing Shops, Taverns, &c., the mode of
regulating or prohibiting the sale of Wines, Spirituous and Malt Liquors; and further, as
to the mode of keeping up the Roads, and generally on the Municipal Organization (if
any) existing in the Territories.

7. You will also make a full report upon the state of the Indian tribes now in the
Territories-their numbers, wants and claims; the system heretobefore pursued by the
Hudson Bay Company in dealing with them-accompanied by any suggestions you may
desire to offer with reference to their protection, and to the improvement of their condition.

8. You will have the goodness to report also on the nature and amount of currency
or circulatg medium now employed in the Territories, and of the probable requirements
of the Territories in that respect in the future.

9. You will also report on the system of education (if any) which now obtains in the
Territories.

10. You will also please to report as to such lands in the Territories as it may be
desirable to open up at once for settlement, transmitting a plan of such survey as may be
necessary, with an estimate of the cost of survey, a statement of the conditions of grants
of land and settlement. The plan shouid show the number of townships it is proposed to
lay out at once, the size and situation of townships, and the size of the lots, making the
necessary reservation for churches, schools, roads, and other public purposes.



11. You will also report -upon the relations at present existing between the Hudson
Bay Company and the different religious bodies in the Territories.

12. You will also report as to the-number of officers now employed by the Hudson
Bay Company in the Administration of the Government of the Territories, stating the
duties and salaries of sucl officers, and specifying those who should, in your opinion, be
retained; you will also report as to the number of persons whom it will be necessary
hereafter to employ in the Administration of the Government, and you will report gene-
rally on all subjects connected with the welfare of the Territories upon which it may seem
to you desirable to communicate with the Government of the Dominion.

13. It is desirable that you should take immediate measures for the extension of the
telegraph system from the Territory to Pembina, and for its connection at that place with
the system. of the American Telegraph Company or- Companies, making any provisional
arrangements for that 'purpose that may be necessary, and forwarding a copy of such
arrangements to this Department for confirmation by Ris Excellency.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

E. A. MEREDITH,
Under Secretary of State.

OFFICE OF TEE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROVINCES,
1lth October, 1869.

To tie Honorable M3r. MfcDougall, C.B.,

'SIR,-I havo5 the honor, by command of His Excellency the Governor General, to
transmit to you herewith three Commissions under the Great Seal, and one under His
Excellency's Irivy Seal, as follows :

1. A Commission appointing you Lieutenant Governor of the North-West Territories.
2. A Commission (Dedimus Potestatem),i to William McTavish and the other

parties therein named to administer the Oaths of Allegiance and of Office to you as Lieu-
tenant Governor of the North-West Territories.

3. A Commission (Dedi.-,us Potestatemn), to the same parties as are named in pre-
ceding Commission, to administer the Oaths of Office to all persons hereafter appointed to
office in the North-West Territories.

4. A Commission under Ris Excellency's Privy. Seal appointing you Deputy Governor
for signing Marriage Licenses in the North-West Territories.

Ail these Commissions are to take effect from and after the day to be named by Her
Majesty in pursuance of the "British North America Act, 1867," for the admission of
Rupert's Land and the North-Western Territories into the Dominion of Canada.

The proposed Great Seal of the North-West Territories lias been handed to Mr.
Provencher, the bearer of this letter, to be delivered to you on his arrival at Fort Garry.

The Seal will require to be sanctioned by HistExcellency in Council, and will, at an
early day, be submitted to him for that purpose.

I have &c.,

E. A. MEREDITH,
Under Secretary of State.



Commission appointing te Honorable William McDougall, ë. B.; Lieutenant Governor of

Me North-West T erritories.

CANADA.

JOHs YOuNG.

VIcToRIA, by the Grace of Godl, of the' United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,
Queen, Defender of the Faith, &c., &c., &c.

To tle Honorable William 3cDougall, of the City of Otiawc in the Province of Ontario in
Our Dominion of Canada, Member of Our Privy Council for Canada, and Companion
of Our Most Honorable Order of the Bath.

GREETING.

WHEREAS by an Act of the Parliament of Canada, made and passed in the Session
V held in the thirty-second and thirty-third years of Our Reign, and intituled, "An

Act for the temporary Government of Rupert's Land and the North-Western Territory,
when united with Canada." After reciting that it is probable that We, pursuant to the
British North America Act, 1867, may be pleased to admit Rupert's Land and the North-
Western Territory into the Union or Dominion of Canada, before the then next Session
of the Canadian IParliament, ana further reciting that is expedient to prepare for the
transfer of the said Territories from the Local Territories to the Government of Canada,
at the time which may b- appointed by Us for such admission, and to make some temporary
provision for the Ci-vil Government of such Territories until more permanent arrangements
can be made by the Government and Legislature of Canada. It is by the said Act now
in recital, in effect, enacted that it shall be lawful for Our Governor by any Order or
Orders to be by him from time to time made with the advice of the Privy Council, and
subject to such conditions and restrictions as to him shall seem meet, to authorize and
empower sucli OfEcer as he may from time to time appoint as -Lieutenant Governor of the
North-West Territories to make provision for the administration of Justice therein, and
generally- to make, ordain, and establish, all such laws, institutions and ordinances, as may
be necessary for the peace, order, and good government of Our Subjects and others therein,
and it is also further enacted that the Lieutenant Governor shall administer the Govern-
ment under instructions given him from time to time by Order in Council.

And Whereas for the purpose of preparing for the transfer of the North-West Terri-
tories aforesaid to the Government of Canada, at the time which may be appointed by Us
for such admission and for making some temporary provision for the Civil Government of
such Territories, We are desirous of appointing you the said WILIAM McDouGALL, to Le
Lieutenant Governor of the North-West Territories.

Now know ye that We reposing special trust and confidence in the prudence, courage,
loyalty, and integrity of you, the said WILLIAH McDOUGALL, of Our especial grace, certain
knowledge, and mere motion have thought fit to constitute and appoint you, and We do
hereby constitute and appoint you on, from, and after the day to be named by Us for the
admission of Rupert's Land and the North-Western Territory into the Union or Dominion
pf Canada, to be, during Our pleasure, the Lieutenant Governor of the North-West Territories
aforesaid, and We do hereby authorize, and empower, and require, and command you on,
from, ad after the day to be so named by Us, for the admission of Rupert's Land and the
NortlyWestern Territory into the Union or Dominion of Canada, as aforesaid, in due
maniier to do and execute in al things that shall belong to y-our said command and the
trust We have reposed in you, according to the several provisions and instructions granted
or appointed you by this Our Commissiqn, and of the Act hereinbefore recited, according te



sucli instructions as are herewith given to you, or which may from time to time be given
to you in respect of the North-West Territories aforesaid, and the Government thereof, by
order of our Governor General in Council under the sign manual of Our said Governor
General, or by Us through one of our Privy Council of Canada, and according to such
laws as are or shall be enforced viithin the North-W.est Territories.

In testinony whereof We have caused these our Letters to be urade Patent and the
Great Seal of Canada to be hereunto affixed; Witness Our trusty and well
beloved the Right Honorable Sir JOHN -YOUNG, Baronet, one of Our Most
Honorable Privy Council, Knight Grand Cross of Our Most Honorable Order
of the Bath, Knight Grand Cross of Our Most Distinguishcd Order of Saint
Michael and Saint George, Governor General of Canada.

At Our Government House, in Our City of Ottawa, this Twenty-ninth day of
September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine,
and the thirty-tlird year of Our Reign.

By command.

HECTOR L. LANGEVIN,
Secretary of State.

HU DsoN's BAY Posr,

The Honorable PEMENA, October 3ist, 1869.

T7ie Secretary of State for the Provinces5,
Ottawa.

Ueceived by Si,-I have the honor to report miy arrival at this place last evening,-Secretary pf
State, 19th where I have determined to remain for a short time, in consequence of the
of November events hereafter detailed.
1869. Rumours of hostile movements on the part of the French half-breedsagainst the authority of tbe Canadian Government, reached me at several points between
St. Paul and Pembina, but they were so wild and contradictory that I gave little heed to
them.

I met the Honorable Joseph Howe on bis rettirn from Fort Garry, about half-a-day's
journey south of Georgetown, in the open Prairie. As the weather was stormy, we had
only a very short interview. He stated that the people of the Red River Settlement
were well disposed towards the Canadian Government, but from some circumstances, of
which he would advise me by letter from Fort Abercrombie, the feelings of a certain sec-
tion of the population had been excited, and that delicate handling would be necessary to
allay them. He did not state, and apparently did not anticipate, tha-t there was any
danger of an armed insurrection before my arrival at Fort Garry.- At a point, about thirty miles from this post, where I camped for the night, I met
a Mr. Sandford, Of Hamilton, (Ontario), who put into my hands despatches of which the
enclosed are copies (marked A. B. C. D.) He stated also that he was stopped at Scratching
River, (about 15 miles from Fort Garry), by a body of armed men, who had thrown a
barricade across the road, and who expressed their determination to prevent me fromn
passing t1íat point. He had no doubt of their intention to carry out their threats, by
force, if necessary.

His report of the state of feeling among the French half-breeds, and of the movements
of the insurgents, confirmed generally the statements in the enclosed papers.

On my arrival at the American Custom House, at Pembina, a half-breed, who had
been waiting there for the last three or four days, put into my hands a letter, of which
the paper marked E is a copy, and immediately disappeared. I paid no attention to his



letter, but as soon as th3 proper entries had been macle by the collector, proceeded to the
Hudson Bay Company's Post, about two miles distant, and within the "Territory of the
Torth West." Here I found another despatch (marked F.) with a note from Colonel

Dennis (marked )*.
This norning I determined to send forward Mr. Provencher (who, with Mr. Richards

and Captain Cameron, accompanied me from Fort Abercrombie to this place) to Fort
Garry, if permitted to go so far, with a verbal message to Governor McTavish, announcing
my arrival within is jurisdiction, and claiming' his protection for myself and party.
Mr. Provencher vas instructed to ascertain from the insurgents, by a friendly conference
if possible, their object, and the extent of the force at their command ;-He was instrue-
ted.to assure them of the determination of the Government to deal justly with all classes,
and to respect existing rights, without reference to race or religion, But he was to ex-
plain to them that until the new government was organized, and so long as they remained
with arms in their hands, no offi.cial communication could be had with them by -me, or
any one on my behalf. Mr. Provencher left this morning about eight o'clock, with a
reliable guide, who is well acquainted with the country and the half-breeds of the settle-
ment.

I shall remain here 'with Mr. Richards and, the balance of my party, until I hear
from Mir. Provencher, or learn from other sources that the insurgents have dispersed.

I have further to report that Captain Cameron of the Royal Artillery, who accom-
panied me in his own conveyance for the greater part of the way from St. Cloud, and who
expects to hold an appointment under the Government, determined this morning to pro-
ceed to Fort Garry on his own responsibility. I endeavoured to dissuade him from making
the attempt until we had some assurance that the road would not be obstructed, but he
persisted in making preparations for the journey, whereupon I addressed him the follow-
ing note (marked G).

After reading my note he said he would take all risks, and proceeded on his journey,
taking with him his wife and two servants.

I have just heard that I am to have a visit to-morrow from the Chief of a band of
Chippawa Indians, who claim title to a large tract of country extending from the boundary
line at Pembina towards Fort Garry. I have agreed to TALK with him, and, will report
the result of my interview in due course.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

W. McDOUGALL.

POSTsCRIT, November lst, 1869.
The HonoraUe

Thte Secretary cf ,State for thie Provinjes, &c.

Col. Dennis and Mr. Wm. IHallett have just arrived from Fort Garry, having made
a detour over the Prairie in order to avoid the armed party at Scratching River: the situa-
tion is but little changed, except that the attempt of the insurgents to rally the Indians
to their side lias failed. Two chiefs, who obeyed their summons, returned home refusing
to take part in the movement, when they had ascertained its nature.

I have just had a long talk with the chiefs of the tribe who claim the country in this
neighbourhood. They repudiate all sympathy with the half-breeds who are ih arms.

In haste,

Very respectfully yours,

WM. McDOUGALL.

Sic in origina.-See Lettt marked F. F., pagç 13.



[A] FoRT GAnIaR, 11th October, 1869.

MEMOR&NDuM of facts and circumstances connected with the active opposition by the French
half-breeds in this settlement to the prosecution of the Government surveys.

This day about 2 p.m. a messenger arrived, Mr. Farmer, chain-bearer of Mr. Webb's

party émployed in surveying the base line or parallel of latitude, between Townships 6 and 7
east of the Meridian, on which service the party left a week ago to-day, bringing the
unwelcome information from Mr. Webb, that his further progress with the survey had been
stopped by a band le of some 18 French half-breeds, headed by a man named Louis Riel.

Mr. Webb had projected the line to about the fourth section, in Township 7,
2nd range east, and being within say 2½ miles of the Red River, when this occurrence
took place.

He was ordered by the leader of the party at once to desist from further running
the line, and in fact notified that lie must leaye the country on the south side of
the Assinniboine, which country the party claimed as the property of the French
half-breeds, and which they would not allow to be surveyed by the Canadian
Government.

No arms were seen with the party, but by standing on the chain and using threats
of violence if the survey was persisted in, it became evident that to go on with the
survey would probably have led to a collision, and Mfr. Webb, in accordance with
with written hstructions, which I had previously given him to provide for any such
contingency, discontinued his work, and as the half-breeds would not allow him to
remain encamped where he was, moved his camp out to the main road on the Red
River, wvaiting for orders, having -sent off in the meantime. -Mr. Farmer, as above
stated.

•I at once waited on Dr. Cowan, the chief magistrate in the settlement, and laying
the facts of the case before him, requested that he would consult ,with the Governor,
or such other magistrate as he might think desirable to call in, and take such further
steps with regard to this outrage, as he and they might think called for under
the circumstances.

I remarked to Dr. Cowan at the same time that I question whetlier, owing to
the unsettled state of the. land tenure- as regarded, the half-breeds and Indians, and
the peculiar irritation or sensitiveness that existed on the part of the French half-breeds
in view of the transfer of the Territory and the assum-ption of the Government by
Canada, it would be politic to take harsh measures towards the offenders in this case,
but stated that as he and his brother magistrate knew the temper and feeling of the
people in the settlement generally, that I left the matter in their hands, satisfied that
they would do what would seem most advisable under the circumstances.

Before I left Dr. .Cowan it was settled that he would call inanother magistrate,
Mr. Goulet, and consult with hlim as tc> what course to take.

TUESDAT, 12th October, 1869.

I waited on Dr. Cowan this morning, about 11 o'clock, and was informed that
he and Mr. Goulet had thought it best to send for Riel, the leader, and ascertain
what the party imeans by this proceeding, and explain to him and them the serious
character of the offence of which they have been guilty, and endeavour quietly to
obtain a promise that no further opposition should be made to continuing the survey.

*NAMR OF BAND.
Louis Riel, Leader.
De Sangré and Son,
Baptiste Iaureau and Three Sons,
Erançois Charest,
Edwardi Morin,
Jrifier'Ritcliot

.Other naines not legible.



The magistrates had done'so accordingly but had failed either to extract from
him any rational excuse for their proceeding (beyond the assertion that the Canadian
Government had no riglit to make surveys in the Territory without the express
permission of the people of the settlement), or any promise that their opposition would
be withdrawn.

Dr. Cowan stated further, that Riel was to be back at 2 o'cloc, when he, the
Doctor, if Riel refused to listen to reason, would bring in the 'influence of Governor
McTavish, whose health being in a critical position, he had desired should not be
troubled if it could be avoided.

WEDNESDAY, October 13th.

Dr. Cowan informed me this morning that the interview of himself anc Governor
Mc TaNish with Riel, -which liad taken place yesterday, had been in no respect satis-
factoy, that Riel stili I)ersisted that injustice was being done by the Canadian
Goverument, and utterly refused to withdraw from the positin he and those under
him had taken.

Dr. Cowan said he should now apply to the Father Superior Lestanc, in chaige
of the Diocese during the absence of Bishop Taché, and that he felt sanguine that
the Rev. Fathecr, if so dlisposed could put a stop to trouble at once.

It being important that I should no longer delay visiting another of my parties
under Mr. Hart, engaged in projecting the meridian up near Shoal Lake (on which
service, had this trouble not occurred, I would have left on the afternoon of the 11th
instant). I determined to leave to-day, desiring Dr. Cowan, after consulting with
Father Lestanc, to send a note to my office, stating the result, and instructing Mr.
Webb ; accordingly I started on the service above mentioned.

OCToBER 14th to 2Oth, both inclusive.

Absent at Shoal Lake and examining country between that Lake and Lake Manitota.

OCTOBER 2ISt.

Having returned to the settlement late last night, found Dr. Cowan's efforts with
Father Lestanc :had been without avail, the Rev. Father declining to attempt to use
any iuence with e party of half-breeds in questioni.

Dr. Cowan informed me that the Rev. Father, in explanation of his refusal, said
that any such attempt in consequence of an idea that possessed the half-breeds that
the Company was in collusion with the Canadian Government, would have a tendency
to impress them with the idea that the Church also was in sympathy with the Govern-
ment, and so miglht lead to weakening their influence over the people in a religious
point of view.

Dr. Cowan had written a note, (see same dated 15th October,) announcing the entire
failure of his endeavours to get over the opposition of the French Settlers to the survey,
in consequence of which Mr. Webb, according to my instructions in such event, had with-
drawn his party to the north side of the Assinniboine; and was proceeding with the survey-
ing of the settlement north of Fort Garry, to which no opposition was offered. Such is,the
present condition of affairs.

SAME DAY, 4 o'CLoCK P.M.

The High Constable, Mulligan, has just come to inform me, as a matter of duty,
that a meeting took place yesterday, at a house of a French half-breed, named Bruce, on
the other side of the river, by a number of the disaffected French party, among whom the
man Riel was conspicuous.

That at suci meeting it vas resolved, to send an armed party to meet the Governor,
whom they expected to come in to-morrow, and to prevent at al hazards, his entering the
settlement.

Under -these circumstances, not wishing to identify myself with any one of the
three parties into which the people in the village are evidently divided, and who have no



sympathy with each other, either socially or politically. I called in the council of two
Canadian gentlemen, Messrs. Sanford and Turner, of Hamilton, who had accompanied
Mr. Howe on his visit, and remaining behind that gentleman were still in the settlement.

He considered that the circumstances called for immediate and vigorous action on
the part of the Authcrities, and it.was arranged that Mr. Turner and I should wait upon
Judge Black, and inform him of the intended outrage..

We found Judge Black at his residence, some four (4) miles down the settlement,
and laid the matter before hiin, and it was arranged that he should wait upon the
Governor and Dr. Cowan, early to-morrow morning, to concert measures to defeat the
object of the refractory half-breeds.

On our return, there were reports confirmatory of the statements we had heard.

Friday, October 22nd.

I met Judge Black, Governor Mr. McTavish, and Dr. Cowan this morning at the
Fort by appointment, when the matter was fully discussed in all its bearings, and in view
of the serious aspect of affairs, the Governor thought it only proper that a meeting of the
Council of the Colony should be convened with the leasb possible delay, and upon their
advice and action such further steps should be promptly taken as should effectually
prevent the perpetration of the gross outrage intended.

In evidence of the object intended by this armed party, reference is called to the
affidavit of * , a copy of which is hereto annexed, which was made during
the afternoon, the original having been sworn to before Dr. Cowan, and remaining in his
Possession.

This affidavit was further corroborated by a statement made about 4 p.m., by
Mr. , who, on his way from Pembina to-day, found a body of armed men in
possession of the roadway near the crossig of the river Sale, across which they had
thrown a barricade. through whic' barricade they were not allowed to pass without
explanation, and without giving satisfactory assurances that a stranger who formed one of
the rarty was not connected with the Canadian Government.

The meeting of Council, .Governor McTavish called for Monday, the 25th inst., it
being stated that some of the members resided at such a distance that it could not be
convened at an earlier date.

J. S. DENNis.
Red River Settlement,

October 23rd, 1869.

[B]
FoRT GARRY, October l5th, 1869.

Colonel Dennis.

DEAR Si, -I verv much regret to say that we have failed entirely in our endeavours
to get over the opposition of the French Settlers to the survey.

Governor McTavish has done all in his power, in the present state of bis heaith, and
every effort has been made by Mr. Goulet and myself, to persuade these men, but to no
purpose.

I believe they are now of opinion that we are influenced unduily in favor of the
Canadian Government, so that it is in vain for us to have any further correspondence
with them at present.

I remain, dear sir, yours faithfully,
WILLIAx CownX.

[C] MONDAY AFTERNOON,

My DEPA Co. DENNI,-Your note has just been handed to me, and of course, if
you wish it, I will be glad to see yo-eafter the meeting of Council, which will, possibly,
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not be over before 2 o'clock, but I will sead down and let you know. Matters fron
information that has reached me, look serious ; -but it is very difficult, judging of affairs of
this kind here ; and sometines when the case looks bad, the whole thing subsides. I
have seen to many difficulties here got over quietly to despair until the worst has taken
place ; but I must allow, there arc incidents in the present case that have not been in
former troubles.

Yours truly,

W. McTvisa.

[D]
RED RIVER SETTLEMENT.

To WIT

maketh Oath and Saith :
During the afternoon of yesterday, some twenty men or thereabouts, fully armed,

made their appearance at the crossing of the River Sale, on the road between here and
Pembina; and other and smaller parties of men, also armed, kept coming in during the
afternoon and evening, till as many as forty were in the party.

That the said party of forty men are now billeted (or were when the deponent left
home this a.m., at which time they had sent off some men for more provisions) round
in the adjacent houses.

That the men composing the said party, deponent believes, al belong to the parishes
of St. Norbert, above mentioned, and St. Vital, and that the avowed object of their
meeting in arms, and waiting at the said Point, was to turn back the new Governor,
Mr. McDougall, and not alilow him to enter further into the Colony. One of the men in
conversation with the deponent wLo vas naturally auxious to find out tie meaning of
such an assemblage with arms in their hands, told the deponent the above was their
object, and further said that if the Governor persisted in attempting to come further than
that point, i.e., the crossing of the River Sale, they would shoot him.

The deponent saith further, that he was informed by this party, and believes the
same (inasmuch as lie saw a number of horsemen passing previously), that another party
mounteck supposed to consis, of twenty men or more, are now in advance, somewhere
about Scratching River, accompanied by a man named Riel, whose intention is to stop
the Governor, and submit to him several questions, or rather demands, in the event of
refusing which, lie is to be warned not to proceed.

lhere is a further aid thirçl party between the two points mentioned, 'which this
deponent, from information received, believes to number forty men.

Should the Governor persist in coming forward, notwithstanding repeated warnings,
these parties will fall back on the reserve at the river Sale, and then final action will be
taken as above mentioned, should lie still further endeavor to force bis way on to the
settlement.

The deponent further saith that, anong other houses in the vicinity where certain of
the forty men at the river Sale are billeted, ten of the armed party find quarters at the
house of the Curé, Rev. Père Ritchot.

Finally, that the deponent seriously believes that the said men are truly in earnest,
and that without prompt action be taken by the authorities to avert the same, a serious
calamity is about to ensue, in an outrage which may be of a fatal character, on the person
of the Honorable gentleman now about entering the colony to assume the charge of
Government.

Sworn before me at Fort Garry,
this 22nd day of October, 1869.

W.LLÂr COWAN, J. P.
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[E]
A MONSIEUR W. MCDOUGALL.

MoNSIEUR,-Le Comité National des Métis de la Rivière Rouge intime à Monsieur
W. McDougall l'ordre de ne pas entrer sur le Territoire du Nord-Ouest sans une per-
mission spéciale de ce Comité.

Par ordre du Président, JoHN BRUCE,

Louis RIEL, Secrétaire.
Daté à St. Norbert, Rivière Rouge.

Ce 21e jour d'Octobre, 1869.

[F.] 
WEDNESDAY, 27th October. 1869.

NooN.

Have just returned from a visit to the lower part of the settlement on the west side
of Red River, having left yesterday afternoon.

-Called upon Mr. * * - and Mr. -1- , and others.
From the conversations had with these different gentlemen, I am satisfied that the

general disposition is in favor of receiving the incoming Government with respect, but
there is no enthusiasm.

The attitude of the English-speaking portion of the eolony, may, I think, be fairly
stated as follows :-

They say: We feel a disposition to extend a sincere welcome to the Honorable
Mr. McDougall, as the gentleman who has been selected for our future Governor.

We regret sincerely that the good name of the colony should be prejudiced by any
such action as that we are told is contemplated by a portion of the French half-breeds.

We consider it a most outrageous proceefling on their part, and one that we would
be glad to see, if possible. put a stop -to. At the same time, should an appeal to arms be
necessary, we could hardly justify ourselves in engaging in a conflict, which would be, i
our opinion, certain to resolve itself into one of nationalities and religions, and of which
we could hardly, at presen±t, .. i the termination.

We feel this way : We feel confidence in the future administration of the Govern-
ment of this country under Canadian rule; at the same time, we have not been consulted
in any way as a people, in entering into the Dominion.

The c1racter of the new Government has been settled in Canada, ithout our being
consulted. We are prepared to accept it respectfulily, to obey the laws, and to become
good subjects : but when you present to us the issue of a conflict with the Frencli party,
with whom we have hitherto lived in friendship, backed up, as they would be, by the
Roman Catholic Church, which appears probable by the course at present. being taken by
the priests, in which confliet it is almost certain the aid of the Indians would be invoked,
and perhaps obtained, by that party, we feel disinclined to enter upon it, and think that
the Dominion should assume the responsibility of establishing ámongst us what it, and it
alone, has decided upon.

At the sane time, we are ready-should the Council make an appeal to the settlement,
to prevent the gross outrage eontemplated-by a large mounted deputation, unarmed, to
meet and escort the Honorable William McDougall to Winnipeg; and thus show to the.
French party, now in arms, that the Engiish-speaking portion of the colony is entirely
opposed to the present threatening movement by a portion of the French half-breeds,-we
will cheerfully and promptly respond to the call.
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7 P. M.

Mr. * b u bas just come in, and reports that about eighty of the French
party, who are opposed to the views of the insurgents, met by vitation at the camp of
the disaffected to-day; but that their remonstrances and appeals to get them to disband,
were entirely without avail.

Several priests were present; among others, Père Lestanc, the Father Superior.
Père Lestane took little or no part in the proceedings one way or another ; some of

the others were less scrupulous, Père Ritchot declaring in favor of the stand taken, and
called upon the insurgents to maintain their ground.

The appeals of this priest,* and of the leaders of the insurgent party, had the effect
of even withdra.wing then and there, some twenty or thereabouts of Mr. )ease's party
over to their side.

Mr. Dease thereupon withdrew his party fron the groundand they accordingly
went into camp a short distance nearer to Fort Garry, where they are at present.

Mr. Dease, previous to coming to me, states that he had an interview vith Governor
McTavish, in which he expressed the determination of his party to remain together, and
if possible, to overawe the others, with which view he requested a supply of arms and
ammuinititon.

He proposes, if these are granted to his party, to escort the Governor in.
His proposition is, for a number of his men (say fifteen) to ride down towards

Pembina, and meet Mr. McDougall, and escort' him straight to his residence on the
Assinniboine, passing the "old crossing " over the river Sale, possession of which (as it is
understood that there are a few men of the insurgents now at that point), should
previously have been taken by another party of his men.

He does not fear that Mr. McDougall will be interfered with at any other point.
He thinks, that, once on the north side of tlhe Assinniboine. at his own house, or at

the Fort, five miles lower down, Mr. MeDougall would not be subjected to any indignity.
I accompanied Mr. Dease to the Fort, and had an interview with Governor McTavish,

at vhich Dr. Cowan was present, when Mr. Dease's proposition was discussed.
The Governor, who was very feeble, and is evidently feeling the responsibility aud

delicacy of his position, determined to consider the matter to-night, and call in the aid of
some Members of the Council to-morrow morning, and decide what course was best to be

pursued.
It is worthy of remark, that Mr. Dease expressed his conviction from what had fallen

frota the lips of the insurgent leaders, that it would not be a inatter of much regret to
them, "implying that they would feel it a relief rather than otherw-se, owing to the
evident division among the French elements," were the Governor to find his way into the
settlement by another route.

Mr, Dease remarked to me that his party were entirely without provision, and he
feared, if they- were obliged to go home, it might be difficult to get'them together again,
and so prejudice the position in, favor of the insurgents; and I agreed to send him a small
supply to-morrow morning, for their sustenance, until the Counci, shall have decided on
the course to be taken.

There was no determination come to by Governor McTavish as to furnishing his party
with arms.

I understood that there were three or four hundred stand of arms, the old "Brown
Bess," with ammunition, at present in the Fort.

I may say further that I sent * , a man of influence among the French Half-
Breeds. but favorable to our cause, up to the French Settlement on the "White Horse
Plains," on the Assinniboine, yesterday, to use his influence to prevent-the people there
from coming down to help the insurgents. e returned to-day, and the result of his
mission is gi--en in the annexed paper.

J. S. DENNIs.

* another of the Dease party, testifies that, on this occasion. the priest
ravred and tort his gown, addressinyg the assemblage in ae most frantic and excited manner.
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Memo. iait to the " Jhite Horse Plaina."

Tu1;sDAY EvENINo, October 2thl 1869

Came from the road from Mangus Buston's, amd go to bring the 110-se from the

churcl to the water. The mmns see him water his horse-they run to hlim, and ask hrri,
Did you come froma St. Vital 7 They said to him, "to join the people, and do not let the

Governor cross the lined, or come into the country : he will speak and say many things
to pleaec you; fill his mouth with sugar, but he will do you mucli harn when he gets in."

They told the people to get their arms, and take them with ther. I supplied thei
with provisions, bags of pemican, &c. They got arms froi Cowley. About 28 or 40

people.
Priest Cabinae spoke against * * letter to 'Buston. saying tIt * * wanted to

blind the people.
Nor-Knows 'ard the piest and nune declare, both, that the bishop had ment letters

abu thi hepistadnui ecaebout this to from Canada, that the Governor was not to be allowed to corne into the Tor-
itory.

Honorable Tm.' McDougall.

F. F. My DnEAR MR. McDoUoALL,-The enclosed will bring matters up to
(Prvate.) last evening. This morning Mr. Dease has been with me to say that
Governor McTavish has decided to make an appeal to the people, to obtain a large unarmed
party to go down and escort you through. In which case it will no doubt be responded
to generally, but this may tako two or three days, as some parts of the Settlemnent are eo
distant.

In the meantime, till further fully.advised to the contrary, yJn would only prejudice
the chances of a quiet settlement of affairs by endea'voring to force your way on.

I will endeavor to keep you informed every day in some way or other, and you need
only be patient, if you can.

The bearer, who is reliable, will give you an accurate account of the state of things
on the road.

Most truly yours,

J. S. Dam .

If I find I can be of less use here than with you, I w41 at once go down to
xaeet yon.

October 27th, Il A.M. J. S. D.

* Sic.
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(G) PEMBINA, October 31st, 1869.

Captain D. R. Cameron, Royal Artillery.

SIn,-I have the honor to inform you that information has reached me, of the
truth of which I can have no doubt, that the roadi to Fort Garry is barricaded,
and in possession of a party of insurgents, who threaten to arrest and turn back the
representatives and oflicials of the Canadian Government. I have determined to await
at this place, communications from the local authorities at Fort Garry, who advise 'hat
any • attempt to force a passage under present circumstances would embarrass their
proceedings.

As you will probably be regarded as an official of the Canadian Government, I am
of opinion that yon will incur some personal risk, and may cause some embarrrassments
to the loyal and peaceably disposed in their efforts to quèll the outbreak, by provoking a
collision at the present moment.

I do not make any order in your case, as I have no. authority to direct your move-
ments, but I wish to ielieve myself of all responsibility for the consequences of your
attempt to proceed immediately to Fort Garry.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

W. McDOUGALL.

OTTAWA, 19th November, l869.
The Honorable W fcDougali, C.B.,

Pembina.

Received by Mr. - SiR,-I had the honor to receive this morning yòur Despatch of the
McDougall,Gth 31st uît., covering Colonel Dennis' Report and other papers, relating to
December. - the obstructions opposed to your progress through the country lying

between Pembina and Fort Garry.
Those papers were promptly submitted to the Privy Council, and I am instructed to

convey to you their entire approval of the judgment and prudence displayed by you in
the trying circumstancesain which you were placed.

At this distance from the scene of disturbance, any instructions that could be sent to
you, would only embarrass you, and restrain your freedom of action. You will, therefore,
exercise your own judgment, aend decide on the instant, as circumstances change, what is
best to be doue.

The Government entertain the hope that the opposition presented will be withidrawn
when the prejudices aroused have been allayed by frank explanations, and in the mean-
time they would deeply regret that blood should be shed, or that any hasty or intemperate
exercise, even of lawful authority, should, ·in the transfer of the country, array the feelings
of any large portion of the people against your admigistration.

As matters stand, you can claim or assert no authority in the Hudson's Bay Terri-
tory, until the Queen's Proclamation, annexing the country to Canada, reaches you
througli this office. It will probably be issued on the 2nd December, and will be for-
warded by a safe hand as soon as received. You had better inform Governor McTavish
that you are only proceeding to Fort Garry on the assumed consent of the Compaty, and
its officers, and having stated the facts, await bis answer. If he either declines to admit
you, or is powerless to give you safe conduct, stay where you are till further advised.
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In due time, no doubt, when all peaceful means have been -exhausted, should it be

necessary, the powers of the Crown vill be exerted, andthe authority of this Government

maintained. In the meantime, let me hear from you by every mail, and inform me by
what safe means. we can communicate with the least possible delay.

I have the honor te- be Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

JOSEPH HoWE.

Secretary of State to the Provinces.

The Honorable the Secretary of State,
for the Provinces, Ottawa.

PEMBINA, 4th November, 1869.

Re eceived EAR S,-laving been enigaged during the dayin arranging for a
eSecre n temporary residence on the American 9 ido of the line, and in writing to the

ýov.'isc, authorities 'at Fort Garry, I find I have only a few moments left to catch
the mail of to-day-. Important events have occurred since my- report of the 31st ult. On

the 2nC inst., body of armed half-breeds galloped up to Hudson's Pay Post, and demanded
an audience with me; two of the leaders were admitted, and told me they had been sent to
order me out of the North-West Territory. When I asked who sent them, they replied,
"the governiment": to my question, what government? they said, "the goverment they
had made." They said I must leave by nine o'clock next morning, I explained my
position, but they were evidently very ignorant, and had come for one object, viz:-to
compel me to leave the Territory. In the morning they appeared at the gate with arms
in their Lands, and loudly demanded that we should leave, as after nine o'clock they
would not answer for our lives. We accordingly put our horses to our wagons, and
drove across the lina, -ccompained by a portion of the party with arus in their hands.

We are now encamped on American Territory vaiting the issue of events. As soon
as I hear from the authorities at Fort Garry, what action they or the people have taken
on hearing of this tutrage, I shall determine my course. The veather is still fair, but
winter may set in at any moment. Mr. Provencher and Captain Cameron were sent
back fromn the barricade under escort, and are now here.

There is a strong sympathy among the people here with the insurgents. We are not
free fron peril, but will not run away so long as we see any purpose can be served by
our presence here.

In haste,

Very respectfully yours,

W. MCDOUGALL.

HAiLToN, 18th, November, 1869.

My DEAR MR. OEw,-I am in receipt of your kind letter of the 16th, res ecting
Telegram whicl was sent with the conviction tliat matters were in a more serious state
than Mr. McDougall or you supposed. Immediately after your departure, the insurrection
began to develop itself. Armed men immediately took possession of the roads entering



Fort Garry. A meeting of the Council .was at once called, and the wildest excitement
followed. The leader of the Insurgents " Riel" was before the Council froma 10 A.i.
until 7 P.M, and concluded by convincing them that he was correct, and they wrong. We
proposed leaving the Friday following your departure. but were detained, by order of
Governor McTavish, four days, to hear the decision of the Council, that he might send by
me verbal advice to Governor McDougall. The Council finding itself powerless, broke
up, without taking any action, while the LIsurgents were gathering fresh material hourly.
Governor McTavish was unable to attend the Council, and is failing rapidly. Shall not
be surprised to hear of bis death by any mail. When leaving Stinking River, we found
an encampment of the rebels, thirty strong. They had bar-icaded the roads, and were
patrolling on both sides of the barricade, all armed -with rifles. They seized our hormes
by the heads, and we had to dismount. It was very generally known they had a force
out to intercept the Government supplies for Dennis and Snow, also the rifles being
brought forward by McDougall. 1, however, sent messengers to him; and learned when
I met him, the rifles had been carefully stowed below, so they are safe

Mr. McDougall not lhaving been in the settlement, can only have a general idea
of the true position, and 1 felt affairs were assumning so serious an aspect, that I
thought I would at once hurry down to Ottawa, and enter fully into detail, but after-
wards thought it better to telegraph, and if you thought it necessarv, you would
telegraphl for more particulars. On my arrival in St. Paul, and when passing through
St. Cloud, and other of those villages, I fouud a great many rough men collecting
and preparing for the Prairies, just the, class who would only be too ready to filibuster,
and knowing that in a week they would be out of the way, I put into the paper
the account of Mr. McDougall's sife arrival at Fort Garry you saw telegraphed from
St. Paul's, which, I have to confess, had not one word of truth in it. Things are not
healthv, and I an afraid it will cost money iind blood yet.

If there is anything more you may wislh to know, write to me, or if you think
it nocessary, I will run down.

I am, &c..

W. E. SANFORD.

OTTAWA, 19th November, 1869.

See Letter My DEAR WHEELOCE,-Send this by a safe hand as quickly as you

e cDogafl can, so that it may not be stopped or tampered with. by the way.
November 19
1869. Yours truly,

JOSEPH JOWE.

Say nothing of this, the expense will be paid.

Telegraph
November 20th, 1869.

Mr. W. B. Sanford, Hamilton.

Letter received. Thanks. Telegraph any new facts. Need not comee here.

JOSEPR HOWE.
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(T/elegraph.)

OTTAWA, November 20th, 1869.

JOSEPH! WHEELOCK, St. Paul, Min-nesota.-Letter for you mailed te-day. Should
Governor McDougall return to St. Paul, request him to remain there tili lie hears from
me. Telegraph any authentic news from frontier;. they wlll charge tolls to this office.

JOsEPH HOWE.

DACOTAH, TERRITORY, 1.S., Pembina, Nov. 5th, 1869.
Received by SIR,-I have the honor to report, for the information of His Excel-

S ta o lency the Governor General in Council, the events that have occurred in
Province, 26th this vicinity since my communication of the 31st Oct oer. I expected to
Nov7ember. have been able to send this report by the mail which left Pembina this
morning, but in consequence of the unexpectel closing of the mail last evening at six
o'clock, which the Postmaster said was "contract time," I was able to write only a short
note, which, for prudential reasons, I addressed unoicially to Mr. Meredith. I now
proceed to give you the details of the important events which prevented me from remaining
in the North-West Territory.

On the lst day of November, about eleven o'clock, a.m., while I was talkinig with a
Chuipwa Chief, and some of his baud -who had met me by appointment, Colonel Dennis

an English half-breed, Mr. Hallett, arrived from Fort Garry, having left the Fort early
in the morning of the previous day. They rode over the prairie some miles to the West
of Red River, and were not obse-ved by the rebel scouts. Colonel Dennis brought a
despatch from. Governor McTavish, of which the paper marked A. is a copy. He also
handed me the papers marked B. and C., bringing down his own narrative to the day
previous to his departure. As the Governor and his Council concurred with Colonel
Dennis in the opinion that it would be imprudent for me to proceed to Fort Garry under
present circumstances; and as no steps had been taken towards organizing a force to
support the authorities, I had no alternative but to remain at the Hudson Bay Company's
Post. The furniture, &c.. for the Governmn-t House having arrived at Pembina from St.
Cloud, the person who had undertaken to deliver it at Fort Garry called upon me to know
if he was to proceed wiith his freight, suggesting that it might be stopped on the way, and
perhaps destroyed. I told him that as he had bargained to deliver it at Fort Garry he
must complete his contract. I had reason to believe that he was aware of the designs and
movements of the insurgents, and was in their confidence, if not in their plot. I took
pains to impress him with the belief that it was no child's play bis friends had begun, and
that al the consequences of rebellion against Imperial authority must follow in this case
as in others. I told him I had been sent as a civil governor, and was prepared to treat
al classes and parties in the most friendly and impartial manner; but if they preferred-a
military regime and martial law they were taking the pioper course to secire it. I knew
that he would report my remarks as he passed through the rebel camp, and I thought it
wouid be politic, since they had gone so far, that they should understand the view I took
of their proceedings. I knew that Mr. Provencher's mission must end either favourably
or otherwise before my interlocutor could see his friends. He told me that a party of
twenty mounted men would pay me a visit in a day or two. As evidence of the earnest-
ness and patriotic spirit of the insurgents he showed me a song in French, copied partly

il.from the Marseillaise, and whici was being circulated among the half-breeds of the neighbor-
Shood. He proposed to buy some of the property in his charge, the stoves especially, in
order to save it from destruction. I declined his proposal with the remark, that the
rebels might as well destroy the stoves as anything else, but I -would hold him responsible, in
the first place for their safe delivery at Fort Garry, and I thought the farms and cattle of
the half-breed settlers would ultimately be found sufficient to pay any damage tley might

12a-3
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infict on public or private property. I told, him lie miglit do as he pleased with his
freight, as I had no directions to give him until he arrived at Fort Garry. Upon
this he left the Post, convinced at all events, that he had not succeeded in frightening me
into a sale of the Government property at his own price. His carts, in a few minutes,
were on their way to the settlement. I have not, up to this moment, (4 o'clock, p.m.,) been
able to ascertain whether they have passed the barricade unmolested or not.

The interview with the Chippawa Chief. Kewetaosh and bis band, which I stated in
my previous report, was fixed for this day, was interesting to us and apparently satisfac-
tory to him. His pipe-bearer, after filling bis pipe with tobacco mixed with dried willow
bark, and placing a live coal upon it, rose with the pipe in bis hand and waited for an
observation from the Chief. He, with the dignity of his race and class, rose slowly from
his seat, and pointing to a large silver medal on his breast, which had been given to his
grandfather in the time of George.III., said he was glad to see me as the English Governor.
Pointing to the fumes of his pipe, he said there was no harm in that smoke-it meant
peace and friendship between us. He then sat down and the pipe-bearer presented me
the pipe, which I smoked for a little and then returned to him. It was then handed to

fr. Richards and the other members of my party, each in turn. It was next smoked
by the Indians, and last of all by the Chief. This ceremony being over, the Chief drew
himseif up for his speech. He is a pure Indian, about fifty years of age, with a stately

figure and au agreeable and intelligent countenance. He repeated lis, friendly greeting,
and said he lad waited some time to sec me. He was sorry to hear of the proceedings
of the half-breeds in the settlement and wished me not to go there. He had not much
to say, but -would ask me a question. Hiad I bought their (his) land from the Hudson's
Bay Companyi He then proceeded to lay claim to the country from Pembina to
the Assinniboine, and from the high lands on the West to the Lake of the Woods. He
said his ancestors had never sold their title to 'any part of it, they had only lent as much
as a man could sec under a horse's belly on both sides of the river to the Company; and
he now wanted to know what I was going to do with lis land. He repeated his desire
to be on good terms with me, and said that neither he nor bis band had anything to do
with the movements or designs of the French half-breeds.

I replied to lis speech througlr an inuxrpreter, a French Canadian settler, who speaks
a littie Chippawa and about as muci English. I reciprocated lis friendly greeting and
expressed my regret, that from the length of the journey I had travelled, and the time
required for preparation for it, I had not reached Pembina as soon as was expected. I
was glad to see him and bis band, and hoped that we would be able to make a satisfactory
agreement about any land of his we might require. I explained the nature of the arrange-
ment with the Hudson's Bay Company, whicb I assured him left lis rights, vhatever
they might be, just as the stood before. With respect to his remark, that I ouglit not to
go to Fort Garry, if le meant it as a friendly warning, I thanked him for it, but I told
him I must obey, not the wishes .of others, but the requirements of duty. I was sent to
govern the country in- the Queen's name, and would do it unless prevented by force. I
then produced a map of the territory, and asked him to point out the bounds of the lands
to which he and bis band laid claim. This proposal was evidently something he did not
expect, and a good deal of consultation took place between him and bis companions. I
told them I merely wished to find out the extent of the country they claimed; that I was
not prepared eitherato admit their claim or deny it, but before we could negotiate, I must
know what it was they pretended to own ; that there were other Indian bands, especially
toward sthe Lake of the Woods, who would probably claim some part of the territory le had
described as belonging to bis band. It then came out that their Chiefs-"Peguwis," near
Lake Winnipeg, "Fox," of Prairie Portage, and "Grosse Oreille," of Oak Point, towaxds
Lake of the Woods, and himself, agreed last winter upon a division of the country between
them, and, that is claim was to be limited to the country bounded by Scratcling River and
the Government Road on the north, Pembina Mountain on the west, White Mouth River
on the east, and the American boundary on the south. I questioned him as to the bargain
with Lord Selkirch, whereupon lhe appealed to an old man, who. said he was present on



the occasion and remembered "My Lord," as he was called, only borrowed the land along
the Red River, as far as he could see under a horse. I asked him how long it was under-
stood the loan should continue? Another consultion took place among thé Indi'ans, and
they answered, twenty or twenty-five years. To my question, whether any written record
of tle agreement was prepared, they said they had never seen any. He said his band
numbered about six hundred souls, and that he could not make any cession of their rights
without consultation with the other Chiefs. Ele mentioned the month of May as the
most convenient ti.me to meet them at ]Fort Garry, for a conference with me. As I
learned that his band, excluding half-breeds, did not exceed half the number he lad stated,
I told hin it would be necessary when he came to Fort Garry, to bring a list of the
number of families and their names, and places of residence, -who acknowledged him as
their Chief, excluding American Indians and haff-breeds. This he agreed to. I directed
the Hudson's Bay Company's agent to give them some tobacco, flour, and tea, according to
custom on such occasions. We all shook hiands and the conference was at an end.

I then had a private interview with Colonel Dennis and Mr. Hallett, who had taken
some rest in the meantime, and encleavoured to ascertain the precise object of the insur-
recionary moyement, and the probability of its present success. - I confess that the vertal
account of the condition of things at Fort Garry, the indecision and infirmity of the
Governor, the hesitation and indifference of the merchants and English half-breeds, more
than confirmed the impression I lad derived from the'correspondence, that there would be
no measures taken to arrest the progress of the rebellion or resist any Goverment tlie
French half-breeds might set up. Colonel Dennis expressed the opinion that the "Ca-
nadians " in the country could be relied upon, that they were fretting under the inactivity
of the authorities, and would at once rally under any vigorous leader, who appealed to
them in the name of law and order, and the authority of the Crown. But unfortunately
their number was small, as compared with the insurgents, and they were much scattered
over the country. The local Government had not even published a warning to the mal-
content portion of the population, of the consequences which would be likely to follow
this threatened resort to arms. No official statement of the nature of the arrangements
with the Hudson's Bay Company, and of .the authority uder which it was made, had
been published to memove the misapprehensions created in the minds of the half-breeds
by designing men in the settlement. It was well known at Fort Garry, that Americau
citizens had come into the country, ostensibly for purposes of trade, but in reality to create
disaffection, and if possible. a movement for annexation to the United States. These men
and their svmpathizers, Lad been actively engaged in circulating stories, absurd as they
were unfounded, to alarm the fears of the ha]t-breeds, and excite their hostility against
the Canadian Government. It was known that these stories had produced the desired
-effect, yet nothing appears to have been done by the Government to counteract them,
beyond explanation and remonstrances verbally, aud to a few individuals, some of whom
it vas believed, had entirely misrepresented to the ignorant half-breeds, the purport of
their conversation with the Council. Neither Colonel Dennis nor Mr. Hallett could sùggest
anything better than a policy of inaction on my part unil I heard the result of Mr.
Provencher's mission.

The next day (Tuesday), about five o'clock in the afternoon, fourteen horsemen were
seen approaching as from the direction of Fort Garry. It was soon evident that they
were armed, and moving rapidly forward. As they approached, they slackened their
pace, and dismounted at the gate of the stockade which surrounds the post, with their
guns cocked, and in military order. In a few minutes, two of their number demanded
an interview with me. They left their arms with their comrades at the gate, and were
at once admitted. I invited them to a seat, and asked them what they wished to say te
me. They replied, that they had been sent to tell me that I must leave the North-West
Territory-I must go back before nine o'clock to-morrow morning. I asked them who
had sent them withthis message ? They said, "The Committee-the Government." I asked,
what Government ? They said " The Government we have made." I asked, what they
were instructed to do, if I declined to go back I They said, " they did not know-they
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had no order." I then told them I was sent to assume the government of the country
ùmder the Queen of England, and by.her authority, and I could not obey the orders orf
their Committee. I, at the same time, proluced niy commission under the Great Seal,
and handed it to the captain for his perusal. He evidently could not read it, but the
parchment and the seal seenied to convince him that it was what I decribed it to lie. He
handed it back, saying, that if his leaders had seen that, lie tha %'z -ey would not have
opposed me-they did not wish to take'up arms against the Queen. lie added that I
ought to have come on as far as the barricade, which I might have done without molesta-
tion. I told him, in reply, that I was going on as fast as I could, when I was stopped by
a written order from bis Committee, which I handed him to read. He read Lit, and :e-
mrarked that he w-as not present when it was written, but admitted that it came from tire

-National Committee, whose orders he obeyed. IHis companion having left thre room, ie
seened impatient to end the conversation, and rose to retire. I had asked their names,
which they gave, without lesitation, as Lépine and Levallée. They were very respectful
in their bearing, and seemed ashamed of the business they had in hand. I sent out to ask
them if they would eat, which they said they vould be glad to do, ahd I, accordingly,
ordered some pork and bread and tea to be given to them. learing of their remarks to
one another, t.hat if they-had known I was coming to represent the Queen as vell as the
Government of Canada, and that I was not sent to interfere with their religious or private
rights, they would not have joined tie insurgent party ; and iaving observed te effect of
the Great Seal upon the captain of the Band, I resolved to send for the whole party, and
explain my position and authority to themin the same manner as I had done to the two
leaders. Tiey replied to mny invitation, that they were tired, and that some off their party
had gone to the village, and could not see me until the morning. About six o'clock the
same evening, -Mir. Provencher and Captain Camneron made their appearance at the post,
escorted by six horsemen, who had conducted them as prisoners all the wNay from River Sale.
These gentlemen had not been allowed to go beyond the barricade, or to hold any commu-
nication with the authorities at Fort Garry. Mr. Provenchers report of his mission and
its result, is enclosed herewith, marked E.

About eight o'clock in the morning of Wednesday, the 3rd instant, loud talking was
icard at the gateway, and ou going out I found the rebel party, rvithr their arms i their

aunds, drawn up in a half-circlè, gesticulating fercely, and threatening that, if we were not
ofî by nine o'clock, they would not answer for our lives. I fouind that they had made a
prisoner of Mr. Hallett, who went out to repeat my invitation of the evening before, and
that le was then tied to a cart, and not allowed to speak to any of my party. Sceinrg
thoir temper, and thinking it would not be prudent to give them an excuse for any fur-
ther outrage, I ordered the horses to be harnessed, and we drove away ffrom the Hudson's
Bay Company's post towards Pembina, escorted by a portion of the party on foot. When
I reached the post which had been set up to mark the 49th parallel, the captain of the
band sto-ned, and addressing me in French, said, "You must not return beyond tis
line," pointing to the boundary monument. He further remarked, that he did not know
me as Governor, but only as Mr. McDougall. As three or four persons had joined us on
the way, but had no other connection with us, I asked if they aiso vere interdicted from
going on. He shrugged bis shoulders, and said he didn't know; he would not prevent
them, but perhaps they would be stopped at the River Sale. I then drove on, and my
escort returned to the Hudson's Bay Company's post.

We enicamped on the farm of Mr. Peter 'nHayden, an old Irish settler, who had been
forty years in the territory, nid had marnied the sister of the Indian Chief, Kewetaosh.
H e was very friendly to us, and strongly British in his feeling, though living on the
American side of the boundary line. Here we have remained until to-day. The weather
being cold and stormy, I have directed Colonel Dennis to hire a house for ourprotection,
and stables for our irorses, if they can be found in the neighborhood, of whicih I have
some doubt. Tihe village of Pembina consists off the house of the Postmaster, and
another in which the Collector of Customs has his office. All the others, four or five in
number, are mere huts, and offered very poor accommodation for their present occupants.
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Our position is beset with dificulties. We caniot go forward without an armed force,
which is not at our command. We cannot immediately return for our horses require rest
and grain before we eau undlertake so long a journey. The snow may overtake us on the
way, and rendered further progress with wagons impossible. There are no houses or supplies
between this place and Georgetown, a distance of 150 miles. With the Canadians who
joined me on the way, and who are now afraid to go forward, my party numbers twenty
souls. , Colonel Dennis is also with me. and wvill probably follow my fortunes, as he was
ordered out of the country at the same time, and by the same authority. After surveying
the situation, and deciding in my own mind upon the course whii it was my duty to
adopt, I held a council withl Messrs. Richards and Provenoher and Colonel Dennis.
Captain Cameron being at some distance from us at the moment, and having acted upon
his o-n judgment on more than one occasion against My advice, much to his own
disadvantage as well as ours, I did not wait to consult him. I had previously sent
Colonel Dennis to ascertain n-hat supplies could be acquired in the neighborhood for our
horses and party. He reported that the supply of tea, sugar, four, salit and beef (fresh),
which could be obtained at the Hudson's Bay Company's Post was sufficient for our wants,
if the rebels did not seize them, or prevent us from getting possession of them. Only a
few buashels of oats (about twenty) could be procured on either side of the line, but lie
heard that barley was more plentiful, although even that grain might be difficult to procure,
if the farmers on the American side of the line proved to be, as we more than suspected
they would, friendly to tihe insurgents and inimical to us.

Under this state of facts we decided -1 st, to get, if possible, the twenty bushels oe
cats already bargained for, as our horses were much-in need of then. 2nd, to secure
all the barley that we would hear of for future use. 3rd, to send down to tIe Hudson
Bay Company's agent for all the groceries, flour, and beef we would require for three or
four wek-s ut least. 4th, having secured a sufficient supply of provisions to enable us
to reach St. Cloud, if we found it necessary to return to that point, Ne would there make
ourselves as comfortable as possible under tents, or in houses, if they could be had, until
we could hear from Fort Garry, and learn the effect of our expulsion upon the loyal
portion of the people. We all agreed that it would be discouraging to our friends, and a
great triiumph for the rebels, if their first demonstration resulted in my return to Canada
beforo I had assuned the reins of Government. We- therefore resolved to remain at
Pembina for a week or two longer, if we could get supplies. I may remark that I was
siewn to-day written evidence that residents of the American village of Pembina are Ii
constant communication with the leaders of whbat they call the " patriot army," at River
Sale. A Mr. Stuttsman, an ex-official of the Treasury Department, who has resided here

for some time, non doing business as a sort of village-lawyer, and reputed to he a man of
considerable influence, met the insurgents as they rode up to the Hudson's Bay Company's
Post on Tuesday, and held a short parley with them. We ascertained also that thse leaders
of the party went down and consultel with him and others at the village, as soon as they
had delivered their message to me. This person now grants passes, addressed to the
Commanding Officer of the Patriot Army, vouching for the good faith of his friends, and
expressing bis conviction that they are hostile to " Mr. Wm. McDiougall." I have
entrusted to one of my party, (Who got into the confidence of Stuttsman, both beingmembers
of the sane secret society, and obtained a pass from him,) two communications addressed
to Governor McTavish, copies of which I enclose herewith, marked F and G. A slight
disagreement with this person on the journey, which caused some talk in our party,
hadci reachsedi Stsittsman's ear, and made im the more ready to take this man into bis
confidence. I have, on tIe other hand, no doubt of his loyalty to me, and that if Col.
Stuttsman's pass is recognized by the rebels, my letters will reach their destination.
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LARosE s FARw, 1 Mile South of Pembina River,

November, 7th, 1869.

We wore successful in obtaining our supplies, enough for two or three weeks, from
the Hudson's Bay Company's Post. We got them over the lines in the night, with the aid
of our Irish friend, who sent an ox-cart for them. The enemy's scouts, who were lurking
about to watch our movements, were apparently deceived by this move, and allowedI the
cart to pass without examination. As soon as this poînt was gained, I ordered the tents
to be struek, and the party removed to a position about a mile to the South of Pembina
River, on the farm of one Larose, a Canadian, from Sault Se. Marie. He is one-quarter
Indian, but intelligent and friendly. He has consented to give us the use of his house, a
new one, and w ill build a shanty for himself and family. He has also a stable for our
horses, which, with a little improvenient, eau be made to answer our purpose. The house
requires some alterations te accommodate the females and children of our party, even for
a short time, which we have bargained to have made. Messrs. Richards, Provencher and
Begg, have found temporary lodgings in the vill ge, and taptain Cameron and his party
are still under the shelter of the Irishman's cabin, which they share with a numerous
family of half-breed childreu.

I have had a further communication from Fort Garry, of a later date than those
brouglit by Colonel Dennis and Mr. Hallett. The mails have been stopped and opened by
the rebel force. and I have no doubt that all letters to me or to any of my party have been
opened and detained. I am now hourly expecting a messenger from Fort Garry, who will
either pass the barricade as a friend of the rebels, or go round them as Colonel Dennis
did. Rumors of all kinds reach us as may be supposed. The last is, that Fort Garry has
been taken bv the rebels, and Governor icTavish compelled to leave his house and the
fort ; that sentries are posted through the settlement, and at the house rented for me on the
Assinniboine, and that there is no attempt at resistance fron any quarter.

SUNDAY, 6 o'clock, P. Ms.

A messenger has just arrived from a point, about forty miles down the river. He
brings a letter without signature, but understood to come from Dr. Schultz, and other
Canadians i (see paper marked H). This paper confirns the story of the surrender of
Fort Garry, and the continued inaction and helplessness of the authorities.

I replied in a short note, without signature, by the same messenger, apprising the
writer of the letter. that it was mny intention to remain here for the present, that I could
not assmne or believe that the Hudson's Bay Company's agents desired the success of the
rebels, or gave them any assistance, except under compulsion; that I had opened commu-
nications with the authorities, and had suggested a Proclamation by them, explaining the
change of Government, and the character in which I was sent, and warning the mal-
contents of the consequences of their acts-that at tke proper time, I would issue a
Manifesto or Proclamation myself, await the effect, and be guided by circumstances. I
requested the same parties to communicate with me as often as they found opportunity,
liuttoact ratherthan recriminate. I atthesametime addressed a short note to the Governor,
McTavish, fearing that my previous letters might have failed to reach him. (See paper
marked .) I arranged with the messenger, who is an intelligent and loyal German
half-breed, to keep opena private channel of communication, if possible, with the settlement
during my stay lera.

From the foregoing narrative, and the papers enclosed, His Excellency will be able to
appreciate the difficulties by which I am surrounded, and the grave questions which may
soon present themselves for his consideration. While I hope to receive a message that
the " ameute " is at an end, and that the authority of the Crown will be recognized in my
person by those who are now in arms. I confess there are facts in the case w:hich point
strongly to a different result.

I may observe in conclusion, that apprehending the possibility of some such inter-
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ruption as I have encountered. I arranged at St. Cloud for the transport of the arms and
aimnunition to Georgetown, there to await my orders. They arc now in possession of the
Hudson Bay Company's Agent at that port, and not likely to- fall into the hands of the
rebels. If I hear of any attempt on their part to get possession of them, I shall take
steps to remove them if possible to Fort Abercrombie.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient Servant.

Wx. McDOUGALL.
To the Honorable tho Secretary of State for the Provinces,

Ottawa, Canada.

(À4.)
FoRT GARnY, RED RIVER,

30th October, 1869.
The Honorable William MfcDougall, C.B.

MY DRA SI,-It is with much concern I have to say that, among a certain portion
of tho half-brecd population here, there prevails a degree of excitement at the prospect cf
your arrival in the country, wliich seems to make it necessary that in coming into the
settlemen t, you should use great circuimspection; and it is for the purpose of pointing
attention to that apparent necessity that I send you this communication.

For some weeks past, rumors have been reaching me through more or less reliable
channels, of dissatisfaction amiong the French half-breeds with the recent arrangements;
br.t believing, as I then did, that these feelings had no very deep root, I indulged the hope
b hat they night pass away. Bat in this respect, I am deeply pained to say, I have been

disappointed, and that, within the last few days, the feeling of discontent has manifested
itself in sucli a manner as to create serious apprehensions for the result. After inter-
fering with the surveying operations of Col. Dennis, these people, in considerable numbers,
have combined for the avowed purpose of stopping your entrance into the settlement,
and with that view tiey have actually taken up permanent positions on the road by which,
in the usual course of travel, you would advance.

Ever since matters began to assume a serious aspect, the conduct of these people has
been, I may say, constantly engaging the earnest deliberations of the local authorities, but
although every effort has been made which the Council deemed prudent or practicable'
for bringing these misguided people to reason, and for procuring their peaceable dispersion,
yet I am sorry to say that, hitherto, all has been without effect, and that the difficulty, the
serious and now somewhat alarming difficulty, still remains unsolved, as to how you are
to be effectually protected from molestation in approaching the settlement.

From Col. Dennis I learn that, by different hands he has lately been sending you
reports upon the state of matters here, and that in bis last communication he has advised
you to remain in Pembina, until you should ascertain, through reliable intelligence from
this, by some means or other, the course has been cleared so as to make it prudent for yon
to corne on. It appears to me that under the circumstances, the advice so tendered by
Col. Dennis was sound and judicious, and it relieved my mind from much anxiety to hear
that officer express so confident a belief that you would be inclined to act upon it; although
I cannot but add that I fully share in his feeling of mortification at being so circumstaiiced
as to be constrained to counsel such a course.

I have not myself seen CoL Dennis's communications to you on the subject of these
unfortunate occurrences, but he as been kind enough to read tbem to some members of
the council, for the purpose of enabling them to judge of the accuracy and completeness of
his information; and upon their assurance, I have no hesitation in saying that the contents
of the Colonel's communication to you may be relied upon as conveying in the main a
correct narrative of the occurrences to which they refer, and a fair representation of the
popular sentiment throughout the settlement.

The question which now presses itself upon every mind is, what is to be done to
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secure your peaceable entrance into the settlement ? So far, all our expedients have failed;
and unless the efforts of a temporizing character which aro silli being earnestly used for
the dispersion of the malcontents succeed, it in to be feared that your coming into the
settlement, at the present moment, would not be free froin considerable danger.

From Col. Dennis's despatches and this letter you will derive as full and accurate
knowledge of the position of the affairs here as I believe Can very Ncil be given i writing;
and having satisfied myself that you are acquainted with aIl the material circumstances
of the case, I think that you are now in possession of the principal data for enabling you
to determine the important question of your movements ; and I need not say that I shall
most anxiously await your decision.

But without, of course, in any -way meaning to prescribe the line to be pursued, I
may be permitted to add that to those who withi myself have been deliberating upon the
most advisable steps to be taken in circumstances of so enibaarrassing and so critical a
nature, there have been suggested three courses for meeting the diffßculty as it now stands.

The first is, that, there happily being among even the French lialf-breeds a consider-
able element of well-disposed persons, there should be carefully selected from that section
a body of from twenty to thirty men, wlio, nounted and arrmed, should proceed to Pemubina
and escort you to your residence in the settlemnent by a roundabout road, which would kceep
you entirely clear from the roads on which the malcontents are known to have taken up
their positions.

The second is, that of making a public call upon the whole loyal portion of the settle-
ment to turn out in tihe cause of order, and to the number of, say 300 unarmed able-bodied
men, if such a force could b mustered, proceed to Pembina and escort you into the
settlemuent by the usual route, whether the mualcoitents remain upon it or not.

And the third is, tihat you should remain at PemLina aud await the issue of concilia-
tory negotiations, with the view of procuring a peaceable dispersion of tie malcontents.

Now, with respect to the first of these courses, it is in ny opinion, open to the grave
objection, that even if it vere te issue in your safe arrival amongst us, it w'ould obviously
involve a virtual acknowledgment of the ascendency of these lawless people, anid would
have a direct tendency to inspire them with freshs courage in the prosecution of their
designs: and besides, I ams strongly of opinion thsat, under present circumstances, your
personal safety could not be sufiiciently provided for by the attendance of so small a body
of men as that proposed-a body large enough to provoke a collision, but probably far
from strong enough to meet it.

The second is one vhich all along the local authorities have been pondering, but one
whicl, as in somewhat similar emergencies on former occasions, they have hitherto shrunk
from adopting, partly froin a misgiving as to the extent and the spirit of the response te
sucli a cail as that proposed, and partly also, but principally, from an apprehension of
precipitating a collision between different sections of the people, which might plunge not
only tihe settlement, but the whole Territory, into al the disasters of a war of races and
religions-a war, i which the legitimate object for which it had been begun would probably
soon lie lost sight Df,and passion and prejudice alone animate thie mndsof thoseengaged in it.

To the Council and myself it appears that, under present circumstances, the third
proposal is the only one that ean be regarded as prudent or practicable ; and it is therefore
our opinion that you should remain at Pembina and await the issue of conciliatory
negotiations, in the hope of procuring a peaceable dispersion of the malcontents.

I have only to add thast, although this letterproceeds ostensibly from myself,it embodies
the views of the Council of Assinniboine, and that, at a meeting of the Council to-day, held
for the express purpose, it was unanimously adopted as the communication which I should
immediately make you.

Earnestly hoping that ere long some peaceable solution of all these difficulties may be
arrived at.

I remain, my dear Sir, yours faithfully,
W. McTAvisia.
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The situation remains unchanged. I sent down. about 9 o'clock, provisions for

Mr. Dease's party, cor-isting of one bag of flour, a quarter of bfef, and a smaall quantity
of tea and sugar. Called upon Dr. (owan about 11 o'clock, and found with him Judge
B3lack. Wfas informued that the Governor laving written a note for Père Ritchot to
coic don amn see him, that priest was there with himu. Mr. McBeth, a meinber of the
Council, cailed at-Dr. Cowau's while I was there, and the conversation turned upon the

necessity of advising Mr. McDougall, from the Council, or some other official source, as to
the situation of affiirs hore. so that that gentleman would receive it before he came to
Pembina. I'stated that I hiad prepared, from day to day, a statement of facts and
circumstances connected with the outbreak, which I had taken the opportunity to send
forward so as to meet Mr. McDougall, I thought, in good time, and that in order to lot
the Council see to what extent I had p -t Mr. McDougall i possession of the facts; I
had no objection, although I had no intention when writing of Ïnaking it public, to show
then the statement refeiTed to. They expressed a desire to that effect, and I accordingly
sent for the statement and read it. I was gladi to find that the feeling was unanimous
that the statement of facts and views which I had sent forward was, without exception,
approved as truthful and reliable. Judge Black remarking that the Councdil could add
nothing the statement caleulated to give Mr McDougall a more accurate description ofntigto th nttmn t atdt ieM
the state of affairs. 5 r.x., Judge Black Las just called to say that the Governor failed,
after soie three hours'interview with Père Ritchot, to bring him and his party to reason.
He says also, that Mr. Dease has informed him that the insurgent party have made an
overture to the effect that if they, the peace party, will join themn in turning Mr.
McDougall out of the Territory at a subequent time, should ho refuse to accede to their
present demnands, they will allow him to enter in the meantime. This, however, Mr.
Black meitioned that lie had advised Mr. Dense could not be consented to, as it miglt
involve precisely t'he same outrage as that at present contemplated. It was understood
that Mr. Dease would see the refractory party again this evening, and endeavour to get
thema to consent to make their proposition less objectionable.

Friday, 29ti October. The negotiations spoken of last evening ended in nothing.
Mr. Dease reports that, based upon the statements. which he had reason to believe
emanated from Père Ritchot last evening, the assertion is made by that party that
Governor McTavish is favourable te their designs. I am not sure from Mr. Dease's
inanner that I succeeded in convincing him of what I am convinced myself, that nothing
is further from the fact. If Mr. Ritchot made any such assertion, he Las stated it for
the purpose of intentionally misleading his party and maintaining Lis control over them.

Sent another day's supply of provisions down for Mr. Dease's party. Was invited
to meet, at the Fort at 9 o'clock this mormng, some members of the Council ; these were

r. Sutherland, Mr. Fraser, Dr. Cowan, Mr. Dease, and Judge Black. After some
,onversation, it was arranged that Messrs. Fraser and Sutherland should visit the camp

the disaffected, and endeavour to impress them with the fact that the English speaking
erent in the settlement was entirely opposed to their views and their proceedings, and
e what they could do to bring them to reason. I have provided Mr. Wm. Hallett and
e Cree chief, Fox, with conveyance, and they have also gone up te have an interview
th 'the insurgents for a like purpose. 3 P.m. Charles Donald, an English half-breed,
sident in' Mapleton Parish, down below Lower Fort, who had been instructed by Mr.
ease to notify all of the well-disposed half-breeds in Lis part of the settlement to be in
adiness to turn out if called upon to join Lis party, Las just arrived from below on Lis
ay up to the insurgents to deliver them a letter, of which that on page 458 is a copy.*
omplaining that Lis horse, having been carrying him for the last two days and one night,
as exhausted, Le left Lis horse, and I lent him another. 9 >.x. Messrs. Fraser and
utherland have called, bringing the accompanying note from Dr. Cowan.t These gentle-

* Sic in original. †Not received.
12a-4

THUSsDAY, 28th October.
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men state that, on their visiting the insurgent camip, they were met by Père Ritchot, who
took them into a private room in his ownf house, in part of which was the chapel, and
4eclining for a long time to bring them face to face with the leaders in this movement;
used every effort to persuade them that it would be impossible to get them to withdraw
from the stand they had taken. The gentlemen insisted, however, and at length was
shovn by the priest upstairs, in the sane building, into, what he termed the committee
room ; here were sitting, in a very formal way, the committee consisting of ten members.
The gentlemen announced the purpose of their visit, but were told that no business could
be done in the absence of the chairman, who came in shortly after and proved to be the
man formerly mentioned, named John Bruce. Messrs. Fraser and Sutherland then
proceeded to put several questions as to the object and purposes of the party. Not a
.single reply could be obtained to any of these, and at length it became difficult for them
to get a hearing at all. It seemed as if the leaders, Bruce and Riel, the latter also being
in the room, were afraid to allow these gentlemen to speak for fear their arguments might
lead to a defection in their camp. Mr. Wm. Hallett was also present, and commenced
addressing the committee, most of the members being well known to him, in the Indian
language, but they refused to allow him to go on. The voice of the priest being heard
from the room below, where he had been evidently listening to the proceedings, calling
out, "wh4y d6 you not speak in French" After spending the whole day there {o no
purpose, Messrs. Fraser and Sutherland returned. They report the strength of the party,
every member of which, so far as they saw, was completely armed, at about one hundred
and fifty men. Mr. Hallett and the chief have also returned, and corroborate in every
way^the statements made by Messrs. Fraser and Sutherland. Mr. Hallett tells me that
the chief, Fox, spoke effectively in his native language to the insurgents outside; they di
not leave the camp until some time after the geltlemen named. Mr. Hallett tells me that
he saw signs of wavering among some of the subordinate leaders of the refractory party,
and think-s there is good reason to believe that the feeling will increase, with al the
influences that are being brought to bear in its favor by the other half-breeds, and that it
will lead to the enterprise being abandoned. Mr. Hallett informs me also that the
insurgent party had sent out to get in the chef, " Grosse Oreille," and his people to join
their side, and the chief with ten of his men came in accordingly. On learning, however,
the character of the proceedings, the chief declined to identify himself with it at al, and
he and his men -withdrew fron that party and were at a huse near there, where he
(Hallett) and the chlief, " Fox," had an interview with him last niglit. These men sent
a written paper to me by Hallett, conveying sentiments with regard to this movement

(see memorandum attached in French).- I have every reason to believe that all the
Indians cognizant of the designs of the insurgents, are entirely opposed to them. Whether
in the future, should the affair take a more serious turn, the priests will be able to take
them over renains to be seen. Hallett says, and his statement is corroborated by Messrs.
Fraser and Sutherland, that the Pri-st Ritchot remarked that Mr. McDougall might
perhaps come in by some other route, and ,idicated by his language that in such case
they would not follow him as to their present intentions.

Saturday, 30th October, at Fort at 9 A.M., met Dr. Cowan and the Recorder. The
Père Lestanc, the Red River being difficult to cross on account of the ice forming, had
remained all night with the Governor, and had just left with the promise to the latter
that al the efforts and influence that bis position could bring to bear, would be applied to
putting a stop to the disturbance.-I was informed that all the members of the Council
that could be got together by 11 o'clock, were being sent for to attend a special meeting
called for that hour.-The chiefs, " Grosse Oreille " andthe " Fox " being both in Town,
I made a point of seeing them and presenting them each with a new blanket, some
provisions, and some other trifling articles.

5 P.M., saw Dr. Cowan and the Recorder at the Fort. The result of the meeting of
Council was the drawing up of a letter to Mr. McDougall, which was read to me, in

* Not furnished.
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* No D. received.

which lie was informed of the position of affairs and different courses of action suggested-

for bis consideration. That lett'er goes forward to-niglt, and, for fear of miscarriage, a

duplicate wili follow by the mail on Monday., -Père Lestanc, iii accordance with the

promise which lie had made this moJrning, came over to the Fort this evening to the

Governor, and found i.t necessary to express his regrets, as I understand, that all efforts

he had been able to bring to bear had been of no avail.

The party under Pére Ritchot as yet shew not the slEghtest inclination to give way,
but on the contrary, by their language and the fact of thebi having stopped some of the

carts with goods and.detained them unnecessarily are creatia g annoyance in the minds of

those who have been disposed to stand aloof , which annoyance may yet take shape and

tend to increase the diffliculties.
J. S. DENNIs.

[C.]
Address to Col. FORT GARRY, October 27tb, 1869.
Dennis of British t COtonet Dennis.
residents in the
Town of Winni- 'We, the unéersigne British Subjects, members of a meeting be]d at
peg, offeringtheir the Garret Town of Winnipeg, tais evening, in accordance witb a
services to pro-tecd to prbon resolution passerl te that eFfeet, beg to informi you that we are ready uat yourceed to Pembina.C
and escort into eau to proceeé te Pembina to escort Governor MeDougail into this
the Red River Settient
Settlement Lieut
Gov. McDougall.
Rec.27thOct.o'G9.

2 2o Signatures.

[E.]PERBINA, November 3rd, 1869.

Sz,-I have the houer to report, that according to your instructions of the dth
it., I lef-t the Fort of Pembina, wit the intention of going as far as possible in the

-direction of. Fort ourry, and there to meet the leaders of t e so-caled balf-breed party.
After I cad proceeded n few miles from Pembina, I noticed that ail my movements
were closely watcheél by scouts, constsntly communicating from. one point te another.

Tsescouts were ou borseback. At about 5 o'clock p.m., one8 of those mounted
scouts. began to follov LniY wagyon. lHe refused to give Mis name, but said it was bis
intention to accompany me as far as Sale Etiver, where the barricade was establisheil. Not
7beiugr able to go as far as that p.oint that evening, I put up duringr the niglit at a bouse
near the road. Every precaution Nvas talken by tue proprietor of tbe bouse, wbo appeared

to ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~. becnetdwt h nugnt movemeut, te, prevent my escape during tbe xigbt.

They were especiaily afralé of my going to Fort Garry, as one of their frrst objeets was te

.,prevent every comamunication between the aulthorities thiere and yourself.
Iu the morning I went te tbe place cailed Sale Ri-ver, wbere I found a fence across

the roaèi, and a guaré of about tbirty or forty footmen., I immediately get out of my
Wagron, ané asked for the chlef officcr iu commancd. The ans-wer was, that I would be
conducted te lm at the bouse lie eccupieè. It was about four or five minutes walk
:eyond the feuce nlIluded'-tei. I toid my driver te wait for me, but tbey told hlma te,
Ilow with the wagon. I wns accompanied by a guard of ten or ftfteen men, al
armed witb guns, rifles né pistols of varions binés. I was asked te, a.ssist at tbe
curcb service juet beginningD te wbich I assented. I taiked witb several men who
~had reasen te believe were leaders of thile insurgenats or i some way cennected with

tl-ri. I -was surprised that t1hey dlié net knew wbat lad been doue, eitber in the
Canadian or Imperial Parliaments, reiating te, the North West-Territery. Tbiey only

Settlmentc

t
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.knew that Canada had paid to the Hudson's Bay Company £300,00, for their rights in
that country.

t I explained to them that the Imperial Parliament had authorized the transfer of
the North-West Territories to Canada, and that the Canadian Parliament and the
Hudson's Bay Company liad agreed upon the terms -of transfer. I insisted that the
Government, when established by the issuing of the proclamatic to that effect, would
represent the Crown of England and the Government of Canada, but that Canada only
being substituted to the rights, of the Crown and the Company, could not and would
not interfere with the religious or private rights of citizens. I added also that many
members of the New Council would be taken 'from amongst the population of this
country, so as to represent as faithfully as possible all the various interests of the
people, and that the policy of the Canadian Government could be ascertained by their
general dealings with other Provinces, and by the speeches of ministers on this very
question. The people of Canada would only be too glad to be relieved of a portion of
their responsibility, by granting to those people free political institutions and self
government as soon as practicable.

They immediately seemed to see the matter in quite another light, but they uniformly
answered that it was too late, and that the insurrectionary movement hid taken suclh
proportions as to prevent any peaceful settlement at present. I was told in the meantime
that a new Government was already organized, that a new constitution had been drafted,
that elections had taken place, and that they were in negotiation with the English and
Protestant half-breeds, to arrange all matters relating to languages, nationality or religion.
The same committee, I was told, had also to decide what they would do in relation to
my mission.

The general complaint of those men, as far as I could ascertain, was, that they had
not been consulted on the new political changes about to take place. They said they-
tolerated the Government of the Company from the mere fact of its existence, and
because in reality the charges were so liglit that they had no reason to ask for a change,
though for many years they had agitated the question of electing their representatives in
the Council of Assinniboine, and now they were resolved to take advantage of the recent
changes to realize that desire. They said, moreover, tha.t they had been greatly abused
by a few people, looked upon as representing the views of the Canadian Government,
and that they had been led to fear that great danger would arise to thiem from the
establishment of the new contemplated Government. Under those circumstances they
decided to prevent at once any possibility of establishing that new form of Governmcnt,
by not allowing the newly appointed Governor to come into the contry.

About four (4) o'clock p.m., I was introduced to the Fresident of the so-called
special committee of the lialf-breeds, who began by asking me in what capacity I was
there. I explained what was your mission and my own. When he told me that as
the newly appointed chief of the half-breeds he could not acknowledge the validity of any
proceedings of the Canadian Government towards them, nor our appointment. Never-
tlieless, if the Canadian Government was willing to do it, they were ready to open
negotiations -with them, or with any person vested with full powers, in view of settling
the terms of their coming into the Dominion of Canada.

I was told, moreover, that they would only receive suc persons as representatives of
the Canadian Government as they approved of for the purpose of negotiation, and that
certain persons would be peremptorily objectec to. Immediately after that interview,
which lasted obout twenty pninutes, I was told I must leave at once for the Fort et
Pembina. I heard afterwards that the crowd had been calling for me for two hours,
and that they were very anxious to see me away. I left with a guard of thirteen armed
men on horseback. Seven of t'hem left next morning, and six came along with me as far
as Fort Pembina, where I arrived the second day of November, at six o'clock p.m.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

J. A. N. PROVENCHER.
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r PEMBINA, 2nd November, 1869.
Governor MfcTavish, &c., Fort Garry.

My DAin Sr,-I have the honor to acknowlege the receipt, by the hauds of Col.
Dennis, of your letter of the 30th October, announcing the assemblage of abody of armed
men upon the public road near Fort Garry, for the avowed purpose of preventing my
entrance into the settlement. Col. Dennis had already apprised me off the movements
and designs of these people, and, as you state that his communications to me had been
siown to, and approved as to the statements contained, by the.members off your council,
I have no doubt that I am now in possession of sufficient information to enable me to
understand the origin and nature of the outbreak which your Government has been
unable to prevent, and whici obstructs, for the present, my further progress into the
country.

I have acted upon the suggestion of Col. Dennis (repeated and confirmed by you),
that I should delay a few days at Pembina, in tie hope that the measures you have taken
may result in the withdrawal of the armed parties from Ltheir present position. As you
are aware, the transfer of the Territory and the powers of government entrusted te you
is to take effect on a day to be named in Fier Majesty's Royal Proclamation, until that
day arrives (which I am informed will be about the lst day of December next), you are
the legal ruler of the country, and responsible for the preservation of the public peace.
My commission authorizes and commands me to assume and exercise the powers of
government from and after that day. I am instructed to proceed in te meantime Le te
Territory and report on certain subjects, and make pieparations for te new,state of
things.

In these circumstances you will see that the legal authority to resist any lawless
exhibition of force which may occur previous to the actual transfer of the powers of
government, is in other hands than mine. You have not, it appears, felt justified in
calling upon the loyal and well-disposed inhabitants of the country to aid you in the
suppression of the outbreak of which you have notified me. I must, therefore, conclude
that your better knowledge-of the disposition of tLhe people and off the means at your
disposal to enforce your authority, convinces you that sucb a call would prove ineffectual;
but I cannot help thinking that a proclamation from your Government, explaining the
provisions of the late Imperial Act respecting the Territory, and the authority under which
the new Government will exercise its powers, at the same time warning the malcontents
of the serious.nature of te crime tey meditated, and the grave consequences-to al
concerued, that must resuit from iLs commission, would have been well-timed, and perhaps
sufficient t prevent the designing men at the head off this movement from accomplishing
their purposes. I understand from Col. Dennis that no proclamation or warning has
as yet been published at Fort Garry, under officiaI sanction.

I am unwilling, at this distance from the scene of action, and in the circumstances
by which I am surrounded, to malke any other suggestion. Periaps the measures you
have taken may prove successful.

I sincerely hope they may, and remain,

My dear Sir,
Very faithfuly, , &c., &c.,

W31. MtkcDOUGALL.

[G.]
Px.mNA, 4th November, 1869.

Governor MclTavisk, &c., Fort Garry.

My DEAR gR,-Since my leter of te 2nd instant was written, and beffore I
found an opportunity to send it forward, events have occurred whicli alter somewhat the
situation of affairs. In the afternoon of that day, a body of horsemen (armed), to the
number of fourteen, galloped up to the Hudson's Bay Company's post at whicl I was
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quartered, and demanded an interview with me. Two of their number, apparently
recognized as leaders, who gave their names, at my request, as Lépine and Lavallée,
stated that they had been sent to teil me to go backl-that I must not remain in the post
later than nine o'clock the next day. I asked tiem who sent them, and by what
authority. They said their leaders sent them, and their autlority was the Government.
I asked, what Government Tley replied, " The Goivernment we have made." I told
them I could not obey the orders of their Government, as I was sent by the authority of
the Queen, to administer the Government in her name, at the same time exhibing my
commission under the Grëeat Seal, and explaining its terms, The captain of the band
looked at the seal and parcliment, and made an effort to read the document, but soon
handed it back with the remark, that if I -had come on and shewn the Queen's
Commission to his leaders, he thought they would not have opposed me-that they did
not wish to oppose the Queen's authority. He added, that I could have done so without
any risk. I added, that I was going on as fast as I could, when I was notified by bis
so-called leaders not to proceed further, shewing him at the same time a letter' from the
"National Committee," by order of John Bruce, President, and Louis Riel, Secretary,
which was put in my hands at Pembina, immediately on my arrival. He seemed a little
nonplussed by this, but merely said lie was not present when the letter was written. I
asked im what lhe was ordered to do in the event of my refusal to quit the Territory.
He said he had no orders, and his companion having left the room a few minutes before,
took bis leave somewhat abruptly.

Noticing the effect of the exhibition of my Commission, and the remark that bis
party did not 'wish to oppose the authority of the Crown, I determined to invite the
whole party (by this time increased to twenty by the arrival of those who escorted
Mr. Provencher and Captain Cameron) to a friendly conference, in order to make known
to them the truth as to my position and their own. But they excused themselves to ·the
messenger, by saying that the party was scattered and tired, and would see me in the
morning. As it drew near eight o'clock in the morning, tlhey, seeing no preparations for
our departure, surrounded the gateway, and vociferously demanded that we should leave
before nine o'clock. The leader stated that his orders were positive, and he would not be
answerable for our lives, if we remained. They had, in the meantime, made a prisoner
of Mr. Hallett, who went out to speak tothem preparatory to the proposed conference,
and seeing that they were- not disposed to hold any parley, and miglit possibly commit
some further outrage, I ordered my horses to be got ready, and without waiting for
breakfast, proceeded across the line towards Pembina, escorted by a portion of the party,
with arms in their hands. On reaching the post which marks the international boundary,
they stopped, and warned me not to return beyond that point, remarking that they did
not know me as Governor, but only as Mr. McDougall.

Col. Dennis was told that he must accompany me, which he accordingly did, and
remains with me. Mr. lallett, who for somo time hCad been tied to a cart, and was
forbidden to speak with any of my people, was sent off towards Fort Garry, under
armed escort.

I am now encamped a short distance from the boundary line, on the farm of Mr.
layden, and intend to remain in the neighbourhood till I learn what action your
Government and the loyal people of the Territory may have taken on receiving intelligence
of these events. I need only say that if the people now in the Territory tamely submit
to the Government these half-breeds have, or pretend they have established, I have no
force at my command, and at present no authority, to resist it or them. The operations,
military or otherwise, which must ensue, you can guess witlhout any suggestions from me.
I have reported the facts as they have reached me to the proper:authorities.

I may add, for your information, that I have good reason to believe that there
are persons on the American side of the line actively engaged in fomenting these
disturbances, and that there are, also, persons of some influence in the settlement in
correspndence with them. Their avowed object is to bring about annexation of the
Territory, or some part of it to the United States. I cannot learn that the French half-
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breeds have contemplated this as the result of their movement, but it is well to know all
the influences and motives at work.

I trust that you will take measures to keep me advised of what is going on beyond
the barricade, and whether, in your opinion, any useful purpose will be served by my
remaining here for any length of time.

I have many details for verbal communication, which you will, no doubt, receive from
reliable quarters, not being sure that that this will reach you unread by others.

I have the honoS to be

Very respectfully yours, &c.,
WM. McDOUGALL.

[H.]

To the Honorable William McDougall, C.B., Pembina.

We, as friends, would advise you by the bearer, who is a reliable man, as to the
position of affairs here. The insurgents have taken possession of Fort Garry, and
established sentries at its gates. No opposition offered by the officers of tlie Company,
althoughi informed that such events would take place twelve hours before. The town is
also occupied by the rebels ; so far. no disturbance bas occurred. Considerable wavering
among the half-breeds of Riel's party, on account of Mr. Provencher not being allowed
to address tliem in public, and many would beglkd to go quietly to their homes. The
rebels call a general meeting about Monday next, and will then demand an expression of
the whole settlement, which we will take care to have present, and have no doubt that a
large majority will be in your favor, and advise you strongly to await the result at
Pembina.

- The Hudson's Bay Company are evidently with the rebels, and their present rôk is to
prevent your having any offcial intercourse with them. It is said that the rebels will
support the Government of the Hudson's Bay Company as it now exists. All the
subordinates in the party say that, if you have a Commission from. Her Majesty to entér
here as Governor, they will lay down their arms. Riel and the other leaders allow them
to know nothing. If the Proclamation can be issued here, and the Hudson's Bay Company
Government officially' called on to act, they (the Hudson's Bay Company) would be forced
to suppress the insurrection, and they can easily do it.

The actual number of the disaffected do not exceed 250 .men, all told, and the
slightest opposition would reduce that number to the original 40, including the priests
and their head.

The supporters of the rebels in town begin to manifest-considerable anxiety. Our
opinion is that the Proclamation should be forwarded by the bearer, and we will see it
placarded here. Send duplicate copies to Portage la Prairie by a trusty man to ***

On no account leave Pembina till you have estabiished officiai communication with
the Hudson's Bay Company. Any such sent by the bearer will be duly handed to them.

We are friends of the Canadian Government.
5th November Winnipeg.

[I.]

PEMBINA, November 7th, 1869.Governor McTavish, &C.
My DEAR Si,-I avail myself of this opportunity to informn you that I have beencompelled, by an armed party of 20 men, to leave the Hudson's Bay Company's Post here

and recross the line. I am now in American territory, and shall remain here for thepresent. I wrote you two letters, both in one envelope, detailing the proceedings and
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position of things here, and suggesting a Proclamation from your Government, explaining
the nature of the change in the Government, and warning the malcontents of the conse-
quences of their acts. I was disappointed to hear from those who met me that they had
not been informed by any one in authority that the change of Government was an
Imperial act, and had the sanction of the Queen. I also reminded you and your Council,
that until the aétual Transfer and Proclamation, you are the legal Rulers, and responsible
for the preservation of the public peace. . I am surprised to learn, from a communication
brought by the bearer of this, that a few rebels have been allowed to take your Fort,
unopposed, even by public protest. Of course, I am not in the best position to judge or
advise in such a crisis; but in the hope that, by some means, the people will find out what
it is they are doing, and will shrink from the consequences of war and bloodshed, and
confiscation, which are sure to follow. I shal remain here until I hear officially of the
transfer of authority, and shall then be guided by circumstances as to what I shall say
and do.

Hoping to hear full details of what has occurred, and what you advise to be done
there as well as here.

I remain,
Very respectfully yours,

WM. McDOUGALL.

PEMBINA VILLAGE, U.S.,
llth November, 1869.

The Honorable the Minister of Customs, Ottawa.

SIR,-I have the honor to report that I reached Pembina on the 30th ult., en route
for Fort Garry, in company with Governor McDougall and party.

You are, doubtless, aware of the circumstances which prevented us from proceeding
onward; and how we were driven from the Hudson's Bay Company's Post, back again
across the boundary line into the United States, by an armed party of twenty half-
breeds.

The Governor will remain here for some time yet, to await results 0f course, I have
no alternative but remain with him, and wil be guided by bis movements and advice.

Expenses have been so far very heavy. Everything at war prices. By the time I
can~ hear from your Department in answer to this, my funds will be exhausted. Please
send remittances to be accounted for.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

ALEXANDER BEGG,
Collector.

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROVINCES,
'Ottawa, November 29th, 1869.

The Hon. William McDougall, C.B., Pembina.
Received by Mr. SIR,-I had the honor to receive on Friday, your despatches of the
MeDougal, 16th 5th and 7th November, the former dated from Pembina, and the latterPecember. from Larose's Farm. Eight enclosures, including your correspondence
with Governor McTavish, and the reports made to you by Colonel Dennis and Mr. Pro-
vencher, also came safe to hand.

These papers were at once laid before His Excellency the Governor General and
Council, and were anxiously considered by the Privy Council. The crisis was grave as it
was unexpected, and might, if dealt with rashly and unwisely, lead to a civil if not a
national war, the end of which no man could foresee.
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It was the first duty of the Government to acquaint Her Majesty's Ministers with
the facts reported, and a cable'message was sent at once by the Governor General to the
Secretary of State for the Colonies, and copies of all the papers have been forwarded by
the mail for England, which left Ottawa this morning.

The insurrection you describe is not merely an expression of dislike to the Govérn-
ment of the Dominion, but an open violation of Imperial Legislation and defice to the
.aut1orityof the Orown. Al the negotiations for the transfer of this country had pro-
ceeded with the sanction of Her Majesty's Government, and the purchase money had
heen raised under an Imperial Guarantee. It was assumed, onboth sides,that the Queen's
right of Sovereignty was indisputable, and that Rer power to protect Her subjects, eyen
Ln that distant part of He Dominions, would be asserted with firmness and decision. It
thierefore apiared to the Privy (ouncil unwise to complicate matters by any hasty action,
util the polcy of te Queen's Government was known.

Thé,Governor General is still in' telegraphic communication with the Secretary ofState, and I may be able, before closing this despatch, to convey to you, with some
degree of clearness and accuracy, the views of Her Majesty's Government.

In the meantime I have it in command to express to you the anxious desire of the
Governor General in Council, that all collision with the insurgents may be avoided, and
that no violation of the neutrality laws of the United Staes shall give a pretext for the
laterfe'rence of their Government.

Tis will be banded to youby a special messenger, who, as he speaks French fluently
and is a gentleman of some experience, .may be of some service.

You will for the present remain at Pembina, cheered by the conviction which
amunates us here, thsat er Majesty's Government will duly estimate the gravity of the
facts reported, and take suchi steps as .il, while carefully providing for the good govern-
ment of thse North-West, maintain the authority and vindicate the honor of the Crown.

I have- the honorto be, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

JOSEPH HowE.

P.S.--The Messenger cannot leave for a day or two. The Duplicate will be sent
by him.

LARosE's FÀiW, PEnoA, 9th November, 18 69.

Th Honorable th@ Secretary of State for the Provinces,
Ottawa, Canada.

Sn,-I baye the honor to report tht, la acordance with the 13th paragraph of mpy
instructions, I have taken measures for the extension of the Telegraph system "from the
Territory to Pembina,, an for its connection at that place with' the system of theAmerican Telegraph Company or Companies" by making "a provisionai arrangement for
that purpose with the North-Western Telegrapi Company," whose lines now extend as
far West as St. Cloud in Minnesota.

Some time before leaving Qttawa, I had an interview with Mr. Wood, one of the
]irectors of the North-Western Telegraph Company,·and enquiredpf him as to the position
of his Company, and the probability of its lines being soon extended te Red River. He
promised to confer with his co-directors and let me know the intentions of the COmpany,and the conditipns, if any, under which they would extend their system to Pembina or
Fort Garry. I mentioned te Mr. Wood that the Government, under their agreement
with the -udsori's ]3ay Company, would acquire a large quantity of Telegrapih wire and
mnulators, which I was informed had been sent to and was then at Fort Garry. The

12a-5
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enclosed letter marked "A" is the result of that conversation, and having been forwarded
to me from the Department of Public Works, after my appointment to my present office,
was made the basis of the arrangement which I coUcluded with the Company while
en route to this place. I communicated at Chicago witli the President ofthe North-Western
Telegrapli Company, and after discussing the subject with him, under different aspects, I
finally wrote the letter marked "B," accepting some of the conditions of the proposal
made by the Company, and demanding a modification of others. I read the draft of this
letter to the President, as I was about to leave Chicago, and to meet some ofhis objections,
added the memorandum marked "BB.," as he was not ready to close finally the arrange-
ment without further consultation with his colleagues; and as I wished to make some
further enquiries, I agreed to write him from St. Paul, and close the matter one way or
the other. The letter "B," with the memorandum "BB.," was enclosed to Mr. Simmons,
(Prest. N. W. I. C.) accompanied by the private note, marked "C," fromi St. Paul, and its
receipt was acknowledged, and the agreement closed by the telegram "F," which I received
at St. Cloud. The letter "E," from Mr. Simmons, overtook me at Pembina, where I
have been delayed by circumstances which have been explained in my previous reports.

It will be observed that under the agreement whicli I have concluded, subject to the
approval of His Excellency in Council, no money is stipulated to be paid by the Canadian
Government to the Company for the construction of the line. It will be observed, also,
that for a distance of nearly 300 miles, to wit, from Breckenbridge to Fort Garry, there
are no towns or villages on American Territory, and no business prospects, therefore, to
induce the Company to extend its lines beyond Breckenridge, where the Western Railway
system will, for the present, terminate. The profits on the business, which under the
nost favourable view is likely to be supplied by the British settilement on Red River,

would not warrant any Company in constructing and maintaining 300 mile. of telegraph
line. The basis on which the President of the Company wished to e clude the agree-
ment was the contribution of one-half the cgst of a lne from St. Cioud to Fort Garry by
each of the parties. Ris proposition (pei letter A,) would, according to the company's
estimate of cost, have divided it about in that proportion. But I represented to him that
the Company would in al probility extend their line to Breckenbridge at their own cost,
very soon after the completion of the railway, and that the problem to be solved by us was
the completion of the line between Breckenbridge and Fort Garry. To meet the difficulty
which seemed to be insuperable, without the organizationof a new Company and the raising
of a capital of at least $50,000, I proposed to fmd the wire for the wliole Une, but for the
portion south of Breckenbridge to charge the Company for it, the cost price to us, and take-
our pay in telegraphing. As we have a larger· quantity of wire at Fort Garry, according
to information which has reached me, than will be required for the fulfilment of the bargain,
I thought it good policy to sell 200 miles of it in the way proposed. It turns into money,
or money's wortli, what would otherwise remain useless on our hands, and subject to
deterioration. Attention is directed to the important stipulation for a rebate of 75 per
cent. on public documents and despatehes exceeding 60 words. It occurred to me that
occasionally it may happen that great public advantage wil result from the immediate
transmission of an ordinance in hoc verba, for confirmation by Ris Exceilency. In the
event of military operations, or other proceedings which demand promptitude, a formal
and full communciation by telegraph may be of great importance. In such cases the
expense will be small compared with the benefit.

TJpon the whole, I am strongly of opinion that the arrangement is a most favorable
one for the Government of Canada, and that the Company will execute their part of it
energetically and fairly. I hope, therefore, the agreement may be confirmedrithout
delay.

I have- the honor, &e.,

WM. McDoumrLt.
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NORTH-WESTERN TELEGRAPH COMPANY,
KENOSHA, October lst, 1869.

Honorabte Wm. McDougall, Commissioner of Public Works,
Ottawa.

DEAR Srn,-Througli our Mr. Wood, I am informed that you wish our Company to
make you a proposition to build a line of telegrapli from Fort Garry or Pembina to
conneet with our lines in Minnesota. lUnderstanding that you have a large quantity of
telegraph material, at or near Fort Garry, we make our proposition in view of that
fact.

We will build a good, substantial,' one-wire line, connecting Fort Garry with our
hnes, during the season of 1870. When built we will maintaii said line for one year
(and thereafter if it shall pay) at our own expense. If we are unat3 to make the said
hne pay the expense of operating and maintenance, we reserve the right to 'abandon the
same, or make such disposition -of it, as to us may seem best, giving you the option of
purchasing the same at cost.- We will also agree to give to the Government of Canada,
on its official business, a liberal rebate, of at least twenty-five per cent, from regular tarif
rates, over all our hUnes.

On your part you are to secure to us the right of property, and the right to do busi-
ness over that portion of the line between Pembina and Fort Garry, free and without tax.

2nd. You are to deliver to us,free of cost, at points on the banks of the Red River
on the North, between Fort Garry and a point, called Breckenbridge, in the State ofMinnesota, during the early part of the season of navigation of 1870, five hundred miles
of galvamzed telegraphl wire, with insulators and pins sufficient to put up the saime.

If Our proposition be accepted we shall need au early answer in order that we may
get out cedar poles, which we think can be done on the Mississippi River, and delivered
at St. Paul's, thence by rail to the Red River, and there put into rafts and distributed as
required. This proposition would have been made at an earlier day, had our Companybeen in condition to do so. We know nothing of the country, or the supply of materialfor poles, and to get the information has taken time. And we are now entirely in the
dark as to the probabilities of business support, but on this point we have determined totake the risk.

Hoping te receive an early reply,
I pm very respectfully,

Your obedient Servant,
Z. G. SIMMoNs

President North-Western Telegraphi Company.

(B.)

CHICAGO, October llth, 1869.Z. . Simmons, Esq., President of . W. Telegraph Co.,
Kenozka, I.

DEAR SI,-Your lettter of the 1st instant, making a proposal to build a line ofteegraph from, Fort Garry on Red River, to a point in Minnesota, which will conneet
'with your present lmes, and addressed to me as Minister of Public Works for theDominion of Canada has been forwarded to me since I left Ottawa.

Iaving been authorized by the Canadian Government to conclude a provisionalreement with your Company, I have now the honor to submit for your acceptance theflowing modifications of, and additions to, your proposal.

lst.°Your proposition that we should supply you with five hundred miles of wire is
dmissible. But I undertake to supply you with' a sufficient length of wire andinsulators to make the hne fromn Fort Garry to Breckenbridge on Red River, and deliver



it at three points,-st. Fort Garry 2nd. Pembina; 3rd. Georgetown, in such quantities
respectively as ýou shâl] designate.

2Éd. The additional wire Up to a length of 500 miles, which may be necessary to
complete the connection with éïisting limes will be supplied you upon condition that yoi
purchase the same at cost price, and pay for it in telegraphing for the Government of the
Dininioi and North-Wést Territories. One-half of ail Bills rendered for such service
by yôùr Company, te be pàyablé by way of credit on the above purchase, until the wire
so pürchased is paid for

3rd. By "regDar tarif rates" I understand rates which at the time are not
proportionately higher than those in force on your lines in Mnnesota for messages
received ànd sént in the ordinäry course fröom points in that State.

4th. In addition to a rebate or reduction of twenty-five per cent. on Government or
offiéii messages, of say less thán fifty words, you will be expectéd to'allow a rebate of
seventy-five per cent. on officIl repoits and documents exceeding fifty words, which may
be telegraphed at night like newspaper reports or despatches.

th. It is understood that this rebate in both cases is to apply to al connecting lines
bet*eeh yous and the poinft in Canada td and from which messages may be sént, and
that your Company is to make the necessary arrangement for the purpose.

With these modiflcatiöns I âacept your proposai, and will immediately report the
agieemënt te thé Governinent of the Dominion for its confirmation.

I have, &c.,
WM. MCDOÙG'ALL,

Lieutenant-Governor North-West Territories.

It is understood that if the American Goverument exacts Customs duty upon the
wire extending from the boundary of 49 to Breckenbridge (to be supplied under the
agreement) the amount of such duty will be credited on the purchase of wire for the line
south of Breckenbridge, but the duty (if any) on the last mentioned wire will be payable
by the Company.

- - WM. McDoUGALL.
(C.)

ST. PÂtTL, MiN.EsoT, October 13th, 1869.
Z. G. Simmona, President N.-W. T. Co.

My DEAR SiI enclose a copy of the letter I read to you at Chicago, which I
have made the original, and have éndorsed upon it a memo about duty. I hope we shal
not have any to pay, but if the authorities at Washington insist upon it, I propose to
credit it to you on the purchased wire. This will probably meet your views.

As a considerable time will elapse before the line is in operation, and as I may wish
to send official telegrams forward from St. Cloud, I should be glad if you would allow a
rebate upon ail. such of 25 per cent., as far as Sarnia or Detroit. This would induce
business and I think promote your interests. We have an arrangement of this kind with
the Montreal Company, and it is therefore unnecessary to stipulate with them, but merely
to notify them of the agreement with you, if you assent to it.

Pleäsë let me hëar from you at Fort Garry by returu of post. I will speak to your
ojato or agent at St. Cloud, and arrange with him conditional on your assent.

I hae ëiquired of one of my agents from Fort Garry, whom I met here, as to tli

probability of finding timber for poles near Red River. He says there is abundance of
tàinarack, but fears the cedar is too large. I will write from Fort Garry on thispoint.

roping te hear that you have given orders for getting out the poles at this end of
the line, the Uneam, &c.,

WI. MCDoUGitL.



Non H-WESTEnbi TELtEGRAPÉ OouM Nt,
KENOSHA, October 27th 1869.

Hn. Wm. McDoüga, Governor orthWest Jerritories.

DEAR Sra,-Your communication under date of October lth, reached mue on the
15th, instant, and was immediately re lied to by a télegram to St. Cloud, Minnesota,
as follows, viz

":Éon. WM. McDouGrÂL, St. Cloud, Minesota.

"Letter ieceived. Wire to Breckenbridge must be delivered free of charge at
"points named. The balance, if we purchase, to be at cost, duty added. Your
"modification of our rebate propositün is accepted as to our Company, and we will
"make it apply to all connecting lines, if possible. The twenty-five per cent: rebate.
"may commence at once

" Z. G. Smnsos,
"President North-West Telegraph Company."

Not khowing positively that the telegram was received by you, I have sent you
a copy of it has above. I have assumed that it would be satisfactory, and immediately
ordered the purchase of poles, and have now to report the contracting of all that may
be necessary to ;omplete the line to Pembina. For the balance of the distance we
will depend on getting the timber nearer. I trust we shal reach you at Fort Garry by
telegraph in the fall ýof 1870, and, if ýthe Railroad should be completed as early as
contemplated, it will be early ir the fall.

On all communications you wish to transmit over our wires we will rebate
twenty-five per cent., commencing from the first of this nonth.

I am, very respectfully, &c.,
Z. G. SIM[oNs,

President North-Wcst Telegraph, Company.

(1036.)
LARosE's FAami PEmiNA, Nov. 13th, 1869.

The Honorabe the Secretary of Sttae for the Proeincs,
Ottawa, Canada.

Reeëivëd by SIE-I have the honr t. state for the informätion, of Ris Exceilency,
Secrethry 0e that i am still ithout any furtie commiuniation from the Hudson's Bay
State. for the
Provinces, 4th Company Àthorities at Fort Garry. I have received through private
Dec. 1869. channels notice that my létters of the 2nd and 4th inst., to Governor
McTavish were placed in his hands on Monday morning last, and that a .eeting of
Council was caled for that day. But though a week (nearly) has- elapsed and private
persons have found means to. send letters to me and to the other members of my party,
written at Fort Garry as late as Thursday (the 11th) the Goverament have either had
nothing to communicate, or found themselves unequal t. the task of reaching me. I learn
also that they have issuied no Pclamation or warning t. the rebels, and those who b.-
ieingthe st.ries nowcurrent that the Hudson's BayCompanyis opposedto the Goveromient

of Canada, may be inclined to join their ranls. I cannot account for this extraordiary
reticence and hasty surrender of a.uthority by the legal rulers of. the countty upon any
theory but that of the wàkns and inmbeilitfof the Governor, and the cuij>licityof
some mermbrs of bis council with the insurrectio. I have evidence that one of his
coûinillos, at whose houzt sofai tf tefnrt inetiag ôf tie. déestna wête %hold, is
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correspondence with the American plotters at Pembina, and trying to fmd out through
them what my intentions and movements are. This treason within the Council will also
account for the stopping of supplies which were ordered by the Hudson Bay Company's
agent here, for our use as well as his own, and which the rebels could have known nothing
about unless some of the Hudson's Bay Company's employés had disclosed their destination.
The rebels had not previously interfered with the Company's carts or trade operations.

I enclose a printed paper ("A") issued by the rebels at Fort Garry on the 6th instant.
It was printed at the office of the "Nor' Wester " by the rebels, who seized the office for
the purpose, the proprietor and his employés refusing to have anything to do with it.
The type was set by a Yankee in their ranks, and the proof corrected, as I am informed,
by Mr. Ross, late of the "Globe" office, Toronto. This "call" was enclosed in a letter
under cover to the Post Master at Pembina, which he delivere;d after some hesitation, and
stating that he would not in future deliver letters to me which might come addressed under
cover to him. The Post Office here is very loosely conducted, and is entirely at the
service of the Insurgents and their sympathizers. Many' letters appear to have been
opened, and the general opinion is that this accident occurs at Pembina. It might not be
amiss.if Mr. Thornton requested the U.S. Post Master General to instruct his subordinate
here to show more care and courtesy in the conduct of his office than he has hitherto done.

My information from the settlement, verbal and written, leads me to believe that this
"call" of the French half-breeds will not be responded to by the English-speaking part of
the population, except a few traitors who have been in the plot from the beginning and
who may take this oppçrtunity to declare themselves.

SuNDY 14th.

The letter ("B"), which reached me to-day, is without signature, but from the hand-
writing, I knowit to be from Mr. Snow, superintendent of the Government Road. It merely
confirms information which has reached me by various means for the last two or three
days. The recommendation that I should issue a Proclamation at once, is not made for
the first time, but I have -uniformly replied that until the transfer of the Territory has
taken place, and I am notified of the fact I shall not assume any of the responsibilities of
Government. Messrs. Richards and Provencher concur with me in this policy.

Papers ("C") and ("D") are extracts frome letters received during the week. The one
marked ("C") is from Mr. Mair, who was at St. Paul when the outbreak occurred, but
was allowed to pass the barricade, after some delay, on his return to Fort Garry ; and
extract ("D") is from a letter written by a young Englishman who was on his way to
Fort Garry to see the country with a view to settlement-he travelled a part of the way
with Mr. Begg, and was allowed to pass the barricade in charge of one of the Hudson
Bay Company's wagons.

I enclose also a communication ("E") just received from the "Friends of Canada,"
through the same channel as the one marked (" H ") in my report of the 5th instant.
It apprises me, as will be seen, of a state of thi"gs in the rebel ranks, which, if true,
gives hope of a more easy solution than a few days ago seemed possible.

I directed Colonel Dennis to answer this letter by the same messenger, to the effect
that I was still here, and intended to remain-advising that any action by the loyal
inhabitants should be taken with deliberation and as much unanimity as possible, and
promising that they should hear from me officiallv very shortly. They were asked to
report promptly the result of the " Cali" on the 16th instant. A notice posted at the
foot of one of the printed ''"Cails," fbing a place of meeting in the parish of Kildonan
is in the handwriting of one of Governor McTavish's councillors. This paper is now
in my possession.

The last mail froni Canada brought me no official letters. I expeoted to hear, by this
time, that the "transfer " had been agreed to, and the Imperial Order in Council passed.
If I do not receive notice of this "Order " in a few days, I shali be much embarrassed
in my plans, and the leaders of the insurrection will be emboldened and strengthened.
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They understand perfectly that I have no legal authority to act, or to command obedience,
till the Queen's Proclamation is8 issued.

The weather is still mild for this latitude: Thé earth is not frozen on the prairie to

a g-eater depth than 4 inches. The snow barely covers the ground, and yesterday it
rained for two or three hours.

I have, &c.3

WM. MCDOUGALL.

PUBLIC NOTICE TO -THE INHABITANTS OF RUPERT'S LAND.

"The Premident and Representatives of the French-speaking population of Rupert's
"Land in Council (the invaders of our rights being now expelled), already aware of your
"sympathy, do extend the hand of friendship to you our friendly inhabitants, and in doing
"80, invite you to send twelve representatives from the following places, viz

St. John's. 1 ; St. Margaret's, 1 ; Headingly, 1 ; St. James, 1; St. Mary's, 1;
"Kildonan, 1 ; St. Paul's, 1; St. Andrew's, 1; St Clement's, 1; St. Peter's, 1; town
"of Winnipeg, 2;-in order to form oné body with the above Council, consisting ý of
"twelve members, to consider the present political state of ·this country, and to adopt
"such measures as may be deemed best for the future welfare of the same.

"A meeting of the above Council wil be held in the Court House at Fort Garry,
"on Tuesday, the 16th day of November, at which the invited representatives will
"attend.

"Winnipeg, November 6th, 1869.

"By order of the President,

"Louis RIEL, Secretary.

("B.">
FORT GAÂRY, November 9th.

"Council in deliberation to-day on yours. Received all right. Decisioi not known.
"Saddle will fall on right horse. "Call" made on the different parishes by manifesto of
"Riel, who seized "Nor' Wester " Office, and by force used the press. English and Scotch

"parishes will not respond.
" Issue Proclamation, :and then you may come fearlessly down. Hudson's Bay

Company evidently shaking.
"%y no means leave Pembina."

("C.")
"WINNIPEG, November 8th, 1869.

"The company, beyond all question, are deeply concerned in the matter.
Half-breeds themselves declare that they have received assistance. Insurgents in quasi

"possession of Fort Garry, receive their supplies there. Yours received all right. Council
"in deliberation to-day. On no account leave. TheEnglish have not risen, because
"they have not been called upon by the authorities, otherwise they would have risen.
"Issue your Proclamation and it will be responded to by 500 men.

" Mr. Snow was told by Mr. Riel, to-day, that the road would be stopped. Last
"night they took possession of "cNor' Wester" office, and printed off a "' Call," of which
"a copy is enclosed. The types were set up by a Yankee, whom they brougiht with
" them, and the proof was revised b Mr. Ross. Al the Yankees here are openly Con-
"cerned in it, including certain merchants. Will wite at length to-day.
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There is a rumour that Fenian aid has been invoked, through the agency of
Donaldson probably. The comtpany are at a non plus regardng your determination to
remain at Pembina. A meeting of Council held this afternoon, which the Archdeacon

"informed us this evening, resulted, he understood, in nothing.
"The Pointe au. Chêne half-breeds are opposed to the stoppage 6f the road, which is

"a great benefit to them, but have made their boast that they will only allow it to be
"built, so long as matters go on to suit them. Mr. Snow tbinks it would have a good
" effect, to stop the works for a time, to bring want as a pressure upon them. Théy are
"al off the works, you may say, and it would be folly to hire one half of them to feed the
"other half.

"If the company shut down upon the insurgents, which: they can do at any motent,
"they cannot subsist for any length of time upon their oVn means. I think with many

others that your best course is to remain at Pembina until further developmtents."

ForT GinavY, November 1lth.

MY DEAR BEG.G,-I write you these few lines, hearing that you are still on the
borders of this pleasant land. I got in al right, thanks to * * and am rather pleased
with the place. The Government now established is a Republic, with of course, French
half-breeds for its officers. The English half-breeds are perfectly loyal, and will continue
so if theie is any chance of the Government coming in. I believe that as soon as the
Proclamation is received, that they will rise and "lick " the French. Of course we shall
ail "go in," that is tha Canadians and English now in the settlement. The French have
the Fort guarded by 140 men, and have taken possession of the artillery and other arms
stored there. They are making the Hudson Bay Company fnd themn without pay,
which serves them riglit, as when they had cash they did not mind letting them into the
fort, which, with the. help of the loyal, they might easily have held; but it is evident that
between you and me that they at first were well pleased at the way things were working;
and even since I was here, when the half-breeds heard that Mr. McDougall left for
Ottawa, they gave up the Fort, but returned next day and got it again. My frm opinion
is, that the 'affair wi not be settled until forces are brought from Canada. No blood has
yet been shed, but it is impossible to say the day that it may be. All property is
respected at present but the Hudson's Bay Company's, which iS used pro bono publico.
Of course we are al doing nothinsg. Send mse a line of what you- are doing, and
what is being done to bring this miserable affair to a conclusion.

Believe me, &c.

("E.")
TOWN o WINNIPEG, Friday, 12th November, 1869.

Colonel .Dennis,

DEAR Sim,--The communication to "l friends of the Canadian Government, Town
of Winnipeg," and to Governor McTavish, under cover to Mr. Grant, arrived this
morning, and were at once delivered by Mx. Grant. The mail of Tuesday contained
letters for His Excellency. -and for yourself, under cover to Charles Caviier and
Colonel Stutzman respectively, but we believe they have been taken 9ut, as the mail
bag was brought back to the pot office and there examined. In future ail mail
matter is to be exanmined both ways. River ale is now guarded by half a dozen,
Fort Garry being head quarter, and particular pains. are taken to see t~hat no communi-
cation reaches the Governor, wlto is still said () to be very sick. Reports of yesterday
speak of a split between Biel snd Bruce, and a determination on the part of the
f9rmer to oust the latter. Apart front the mission iufluence, Bruce ha ths laga
personal folowing, sand te result ilof course egpd.
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Indications show things to te shaky in their camp, more especially since they
have heard that the English half-breeds have taken all the ammunition from the
magazines at Lower Fort and secreted it. This information led to a demand, day
before yesterday, from Riel for the keys of the bastions at Fort Garry, where the
guns are, and they have since beeii guarded at night. The shot and shell, however,
belonging to ten were at the Lower Fort.

Indians to the number of fifty, had a grand meeting in this neighborhood day before
yesterday. "Pegwis," (Prince) presiding-highly indignant with the half-breeds--result,
a letter from them to the Governor, entrusted to Mr. Grant, to forward'their interests in
this matter, being so directly antagonistic to the claims of the half-breeds, that, coupled
with the fact that Indians as a rule are on the side of the provisions and pay, there is not
the slightest cause to apprehend danger from. them, but rather powerful support at any
moment, having the sanction of Government, and the English half-breed heading.

We will have a strong protest in th the authorities here at once against their inaction
and embodying the suggestions made in the letter. We believe that time-a short time-
backed by anything official from Governor McDougall, will bring about a solution of the
difficulty, and if something comes in the way, foreshadowed in the letter, w.e will guarantee
the resuit.

In most of the parishes no answer will be made to Riel's Proclamation, or if acted on
at all, will be simply to send a letter protesting against their past and present action.
They are trying to get an election of B. and McK., from the town, but will, I think,
be able to frustrate that if the Americans do not turn out too strong.

. This method of communication may be trusted, and is being paid for in ful here.
Mr. S. is at Oak Point, and stops all contracts to Pointe au Chêne half-breeds. . The
effect will be to turn their influence against those who have rendered it necessary for
the Government to withhold its hitherto libérally spent money.

We want gùidance at once ; force if necessary is available, but we believe that
patience and proper authority will force present Government to action. Town people
are beginning to.tire of feeding and encouraging their guard, and the guard in turn resent
the falling off of attention. One of the captains told ns lie was forced into the affair, and
wished our good offices to clear him when the time òf examination into the affair came.

The cause is quietly and surely advancing with the English element, and gaining
gromid even with the French; and we feel sure that all will be weli.

[No. 1042.]

EXTRAcTS of a letter addressed to the S'ecretary of State for the Provinces, by a Gentleman
resident at St. Paud, 3innesara, dated November 26tA, 1869.

I sent your letter by mail to Mr. McDougall, under cover to a trusty friend at
Pembina, with instructions to deliver it in person to that weather-bound gentleman.

I am in frequent receipt of letters by mail or private hands, three or four times a
week from Pembina. Mails to that point are safe. Beyond it all mails both ways are
ransacked and the contents examined, and nothing is allowed to pass without the counter-
sign of some insurgent inspector. The events occurring at Red River naturally excite a
good deal of .interest here, and though there is of course a general desire that the affair
may result in the annexation of the country to the United States, the main anxiety here
is that bloodshed may be averted, or anything like war, for our people are very appre-
hensive that such a conflict woula draw the Indians of both sides into it, and involve our
own border in the horrors of an Indian war. I have not of course the slightest ides
what your Government are going to do about it, but to us here it seems the height of
imprudence to attempt coercion.

12a-6
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From what I can learn there is at present very little, if any, annexation sentiment
in the éountry, but coercion woulcl be likely to force that alternative. There is a little
dash of the Feniýn in the leadership. A young Irish priest, named O'Donohuë, attached
to Bishop Taché's establishment, Ling said to supply the brains of the movement.

DEPARTMENTXV0F SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROVINCES.

Ottawa, December 7th, 1869.
To the Honorable Wm. 3cDougall, C.B.

Si,-I hlid the honor to address to you Despatches on the 19th and 29th
N'ovember, which, iu viev of the insecurity of the mails, were enclosed to a friend at
St. Paul, to be sent'forward,,if possible, by private hand. For fear that they may
have miscarried, duplicates are annexed to this.

Your Despatch of the13th ult.,with its enclosures, from (''A") to ("E,") reaclied me on
the S&d inst., and was immecliately laid before the Council. Copies will be sent to the
Colonial Secretary this week.

I have now the honor to inform you that the Very Rev. Mr. Ti.Ribault, accom-

panied byCharles de Salaberry, Esq., proceeds to-morrow, vid St. Paul and Pembina
to Fort Garry, for the purpose of assisting in putting down the unlawful assemblage of
people on the Red River, and obtauung access for the Canadian Authorities into the
Noth-West.

fr. Thibault has had great experience in that country, having been for 37 years a
priest there, and having only left it lest year.

Mr. de Salaberry has also had considerable experience in dealing with the French
hialf-breeds.

After consulting with you, they will take sucli action with these people as they
think iost calculated to carry out our objects, and it may, perhaps, be politie that they
should have as litte open communication with you as possible.

It is, of course, advisable not to arouse the suspicions of the Insurgents, who
would be very likely to view with disfavor any persons coming directly as agents from
you, and acting tunder your instructions ; you will, however, be good enough to
,strengthen their hands as much as possible.

With them we send you a Proclamation issued by the Governor General by the
direct command of Her Majesty. This should be widely disseminxated, in such a manner
and at such a time as you think most expedient. It has also been thought well to print
copies of your Letter of Instructions, which -will, of itself, show how -unfounded is the
charge that the North-West is to be governed without the interposition or aid of the
residents, but by Canadians solely.

Messrs. Thibault and de Salaberry will be followed by Donald A. Smith, Esq., the
Hudson's Bay Agent at Montreal, who now occupies the position formerly held by Mr.
Hopkins. In his capacity.as un ofEcer of the lïdso's B>y Company, he will obtainready
access to the country and to Governor McTavish ; and it is hoped that he will be
able to strengthen that gentleman in his attémpts to restore law and order at Fort Garry.

in order to give his representations due weiglit and importance, Mr. Smith has been
asked to act.as a Commissioner holding confidential relations with the Canadian Govern-
ment. In that capacity, having once reached Fort Garry, he will be able to speak
authoritatively as to the beneficent intentions of the Government.

We hope that calaier counsels will soon prevail, and that these misguided people will

disperse. So soon as they.do so, you will, I presume, proceed to Fort Garry and carry
ont your instructions.

It will be well for you to arrange for sending messages to St. Cloud, 0so that we may
know hy tefegraph that order has been restored. On receiving this intimation, His
ExceUleny will coimmunicate the fact, by cable message, to the Colonial Office,* and the
BroclamatiRn wil be at'onoe issued. It has been hitherto delayed, so that the authority
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of the Hudson's Bay Company might continue unimpaired, until it was replaced e
Canadian Govern.ment, as represented by you.

I have the honor also to send you an Order in Council, passed this day, on the
subject of Customs duties.

You wiil now be in a position, in your communications with the residents of the
North-West, to assure them:

1. That aIL their civil and religious liberties and privileges will be sacredly respected.
2. That all their properties, rights, and equities of every kind, as enjoyed under the

Government of the Hudson's Bay Company, will be continued them.
3. That in granting titles to land, now occupied. by the settlers, the most liberal

policy will be pursued.
4. That the present tariff of Customs duties will Le continued for two years from

the 1st January next, except in the case of spirituous liquors, as specified in the Order
in Council above alluded to.

5. That in forming your Council, the Governor Ger eral will see that not only the
FHudson's Bay Company, but the other classes of- the residents, are fully antd fai Iy
represented.

6. That your Council will have the power of establishing municipal self-governnient
at once and in such manner as they think most beneficial tothe Country.

7. That the Country will be governed, as in the past, by British law, and ac rdingc
to the spirit of British-justice.

8. That the prešent Government is to be considered as merely provisional and
temporary, and that the Government of Canada will be prepared to submit a measure
to Parliament, granting a liberal constitution so soon as you, as Governor, and your
Council have had an opportunity of reporting fully on the wants and requirements of
the Territory.

You had, of course, instructions on al the above-mentioned points, excepting as
regards the tariff, before you left Ottawa, but it lhas been thought well that I should
repeat them to you in this authoritative form.

Trusting that ere long you may be in a position to carry these liberal propositions
practically into the administration of the affai1s of the North-West,

I have, &c.,
JosEua HOWE.

DEPiRTMENT OF SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROVINEs.
OTTAWA, Dec. 8th, 1869.

To thte Honorable Wrn. McDougail, C.B.

SiR,-Enclosed you will find the original Proclamation referred to in my letter of
yesterday's date, in English and French.

It may be as well that you should have the original Proclamation in your hands.
I have, &c.,

JOSEH ÓOWE.

PROCLAMA ON.

By Fis Excellency the Right Honorable Sir J Ox YOUHG, Baronet, a MeImber of Her
Majesty's Most Honorable Privy Council, Knight Grand Cross of the Most
Honoable.Order of the Bath, Knight Grand Cross of theMost INstguished Qrder
of St. Michael and St. George, Governor General of Canada.
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To all and every the Loyal Subjects of Her Majesty the Queen, and to all to whom these
Presents shal come,

GREETING:

THE QuEEN las charged me, as Her representative, to inform you that certain misguided
persons in Her Settlements on the Red River, have banded themselves together to
oppose by force the entry into Her North-Western Territories of the officer selectec
to adminiister, in Her Name, the Government, wlien the Territories are united to
the Dominion of Canada, under the authority of the late Act of the Parliament of the
United Kingdom ; and that those parties have also forcibly, and with violence,
prevented others of Her loyal subjects from ingress into the country.
Her Majesty feels assured that she may rely upon the loyalty of ler subjects in

the North-West, and believes those men, who have thus illegally joined together, have
done so from some rmisrepresentation.

The Queen is convinced that in sanctioning the Union of the North-West.Territories
with Canada, she is promoting the best interest of the residents, and at the same time
strengthening and consolidating her North American possessions as part of the British
Empire. You may judge then of the sorrow and displeasure with which the Queen views
the unreasonable and lawless proceedings which have occurred.

Her Majesty commands me to state to you, tht she will always be ready througlh
me as her representative, to redress all well founded grievances, and that she has instructed
me to hear and consider any complaints that may be made, or desires that may be expressed
to me as Governor General. At the same time she has charged me to exercise all the
powers and authority with which she has entrusted me in the support of order, and the
suppression of unlawful disturbances.

By Her Majestys authority I do therefore assure you, that on the union with Canada
all your civil and religious rights and privileges will be respected, your properties
secured to you, and that your Country will be governed, as in the past, under British
laws, and in the spirit of British justice.

I do, fu-ther, under her authority, entreat and command those of you who are still
àssembled and banded together in defiance of law, peaceably to disperse and return to
your homes, under the penalties of the law in case of disobedience.

And I do lastly inform you, that in case of your immediate and peaceable obedience
and dispersion, I shall order that no legal proceeding be taken against auy parties
implicated in these unfortunate breaches of the law.

Given under my Hand and Seal at Arms at Ottawa, this Sixth day of December, in
the year of our Lord, One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-nine, and in the Thirty-
third year of Her Majesty's Reign.

[SEAL.]
By Command.

JOHN YOUNG.

H. L. Langevin,
Secretary ofState.

Cory of the Report of a Committee of the Honorable the Privy Council, approved by His
Excellency.the Governor General inb Council on the 7th December, 1869.

The Honorable the Secretary of State for the Provinces, &c.

On a memorandum dated 3rd December, 1869, from the Honorable the Minister of
Finance, submitting that it is expedient to come to an immediate decision as to the foaa
policy to be adopted on Rupert's Land, in the event of that Territory being added to the
DomMion of Canada.
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That it would, in his opinion, be inexpedient to make any material changes in the
Oustomns duties in Rupert's Land, until the means of access to the Territory shall have
been greatly improved.

He-therefore suggests that the present tariff siould remain in force for at least two
years from the lst January next.

That it may, however, be necessary to establish duties on spirits, and possibly some
other articles which are. at present exempt.

That, if the above suggestion be concurred in, lie would further recommnend that an
announcement of the intention of the Governnent be nade to the people resident in the
Territory, who may possibly feel some alarmi on the subject of increased duties.

The Committee concur in the report of the Finance Minister, and submit the same
for yòur -Excellency's approval.

Certified.
Wm. H. LEE,

Clerk P.C.

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROVINCES,
OPecember 4th, 1869.

The Very Rev.- Grand Vicar, fr. Tlibault,
Ottawa.

SiR,-Referring to the conversation held with a Committee of the Privy Council
yesterday, and to your kid consent to undertake the delicate task of representing, in
conjunction with Colonel de Salaberry, the'views and policy of this Government to the
people of the Hudson's Bay Territory, I am commanded by His Excellency the Governor
General to convey to yeu, in the forn of instructions for your guidance, the grounds of
hqpe entertained here that your mission of peace and conciliation will be entirely
successful.

Yoii will not fail to direct the attention of the nixed society inhabiting the cultivated
borders of the Red River and Assinniboine to the fact, which comes within your daily
knowledge and observation and is patent to all the world, that in the four Provinces of
this Dominion, men of all origins, creeds and complexions, stand upon one broad footing
of perfect equality in the eye of the Government and the law, and that no administration
could confront the enlightened public sentiment of this country which attempted to act
in the North--West upon principles more restricted and less liberal than those which are
firmly established here.

So -far as you may have intercourse with the Indian chiefs and people, you will be
good enough to remind them that while bloody and costly'Indian wars have raged, often
for long periods, in different sections of the United States, there has been no war with
the Indians in any of the Provinces of British America since the conquest. For more
than a century the Micmacs of Nova Scotia have lived in peace, while the rights of the
Milicetes of New Brunswick have been respected. Everywhere within the Canadas, the
progress of settlement, while it furnished new employments to the Indians, was rendered
practicable by treaties- and arrangements mutually satisfactory, that have formed the
secure basis of the sympathy and co-operation which have distinguished the Canadians
and Indians, not only since the Treaty of Paris, but from the earliest exploration of the
country.

It may fairly be assumed that the just and judicious treatment of the Indian Tribes
forms the brightest page in the history of British America. Canadians cannot afford to
sully it by any ungenerous treatment of the Indians in the North-West.

That the disturbances which have taken place, at and arou.nd Winnipeg and Fort
Garry, have grown out of vague apprehensions of danger, incident to the transition state
of things -which the action of the Imperial Government and Parliament rendered
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inevitable, there is no reason to doubt; but it is quite apparent that, úndérlying what is
natural and pardonable in this movement, there have been agencies at work which loyal
subjects cannot countenance, and that artful attempts have been made to mislead the
people by the most flagrant and absurd misrepresentations. Had the Queen's Govern-
ment, or the Government of the Dominion, imitated the rash and reckless conduct of
some of those-who have taken part in this distiurbance, there would, ere this, have been
bloodslied and civil war in Rupert's Land, with the prospect of the flame spreading along
the frontier, as the fire spreads over the prairie. Fortuhately, calmer councils have

prevailed both in England and at Ottawa. The Proclamation of the Queen's Represen-
tative, with copies of vh vou will be furnished in F:ench and English, will convey to
her people the solemn wo f their Sovereign, who, possessed of ample power to enforce
her authority, yet confide a their loyalty and affectionate attachment to her throne.

The instructions issueà to Mr. McDougall on the twenty-eighth of September, long
before there was any reason to apprehend serious opposition on the Red River, will show
how utterly groundless were the suspicions and apprehensions of unfair treatment which
have been widely circulated in the North-West, and to which, unfortunately, some of the
Canadian newspapers, for party purposes, at times gave the mischievous color of their
authority.

You will perceive that at no time was the absurd idea entertained of ignoring the
municipal and political rights of the people of the North-West. That the only two
persons that Mr. McDougall was formally instructed to call to his aid were Governor
McTavish and Judge Black, who were known to be universally respected, and that any
subsequent selections were to be first reported here, with the grounds of his belief that
they stood equally high in the confidence and affections of the people.

All the Provinces of the British Empire which now enjoy Representàtive Institutions
and Responsible Government have passed through a probationary period, till the growth
of population, and some political training, prepared them-for self-government.

In the United States, the Territories are ruled from Washington till the time arrives
when they can prove their fitness to be included in the family of States, and, in the Halls
of Congress, challenge the full measure of power and free development which American
Citizenship includes.

It is fair to assume that some such training,as human society requires in aIl free
countries may be useful, if not indispensable, at Red River ; but'of this you may be
assured, that the Governor General and his Council will gladly welcome the period when
the Queen can confer, with their entire approbation, the largest measure of self-govern-
ment on her subjects in that regipn, compatible with the preservation of British interests
on this Continent, and the integrity of the Empire.

I think it unnecessary to make more than a passing reference to the acts of folly and
indiscretion, attributed to persons who have assumed to represent the Dominion, and to
speak in its name, but who have acted on their own responsibility, and without the
knowledge or the sanction of this Government.

In undertaking, at this inclement season of the year, so long a journey in the public
service, you display, venerable sir, a spirit of patriotism, which I am commanded to
assure you is fully appreciated by the Queen's iRepresentative and by the rivy Council.

I have the honor to be,
Your most obedient Servant,

JO5EPH HOWE,
Secretary of State.

HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY OFFICE,
MOITTREAL, 24th November, 1&69.

The Honorable the Secretary of State for Canada,
Ottawa.

SIR,-I have to-day received fromi the Hudson's Bay louse, London, an extract of a
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letter from Governor McTavisb, dated Fort Garry, 12th October, and have'now the. honor
of transmitting it to you. In doing so, i am directed by the Governor and Committee to
stafe that the Company are anxious to afford al the assistance in their power in inducing
the Red River people to allow the surveys to be proceeded with, and to use their influence
in any other manner with the view of assisting the authorities at Red River to make
their arrangements for the government of the Country.

And, in view of the more serious aspect which affairs at Red River have recently
assumed, I beg further, on behalf' of the Company, to offer the assurance that their
Governor, Factors, and Officers generally will use their influence and best efforts to restore
and maintain order throughout the Territory.

I have, &c.,
DONALD A. S3ITH.

EXTRACT oj a letter fron Governor MciTavislb to W C. G.Smitle, sq., Secretary, dated
Fort Garry, Red River, 1th October, 1869.

I am sorry to say that Mr. Snow, the Superintendent on the Canadian road to the
Lake of the Woods, has had a serious disturbtance with the people employed on the road,
the most of whom are, however, strangers in the Settlement. The men complain bitterly
of their treatment, but are, no doubt, in the wrong, as they used considerable violence in
dragging Mr. Snor to a creek, into which they threatened to throw him if he did not
pay them some few days' wages which they claimied, but which Mr. Snow considered not
to be due them. The sum in question he eventually paid them under protest. Mr. Snow
laid a charge of robbery against the men, but the magistrates did not consider that the
facts justified such a charge, and committed the men for trial at the November Quarterly
Court for assault.

I am. also sorry to inform you that some of the peopLe here have stopped one of
Colonel Dennis's surveying parties and as usual, of course, the Colonel came to us for
redress. The men, wlio have thus interfered, say they know the survey could proceed
without any injury to anyone: but stopping it is always a beginning, anid they are
clesirous to let the Canadian Government know that it is not wanted by them ; that they
consider if the Canadians wish to come here, the terms on which they were to enter
should have been arranged with the local Goveanment here, as it is acknowledged by the

people in the country. Dr. Cowan is at present doing his utmost to persuade the mnal-
contents to withdraw their resistance to the survey as; the easiest mode of getting over
the difficulty. I regret to say that I have been so ill for some time as to be unable ·to
go about, and am quite unequal to the slightest exertion.

Th Honorable Joseph Howe is at present here on a visit, but means to leave again
in a few days. The Honorable Mr. McDougall, it is said, will be here sometime durîng
the current'month.

OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE FOR CANADA,
OTTAWA, 26th November, 1869.

Donald A. Smith, Esq.,
Agent Hudson's Bay Company, Montreal.

Ssr,-I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 24th instant and enclosure,
and I am directed at the same time to express the acknowledgment of the Dominion
Government, for the assurance therein contained, that the Governor, Factors, and Officers
generally of the Hudson's Bay Company, will use their influence and best efforts to restore
and maintain order throughout the North-West Territory.

I have, &c.,
E. PA.UENT,

Under Secretary.
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROVINCES.
OTTAwA, December 10th, 1869.

Donald A. Smith, Esq.,
Montreal.

SIR,-I have the honor to inform you that His Excellency the Governor General
has been pleased to appoint you Special Commissioner, to enquire into and report upon
the causes and extent of the armed obstruction offered at the Red River, in the North-
West Territories;-to the peaceful ingress of the Hon. Wim. McDougall, the gentleman
selected to be the Lieutenant Governor of that Country, on its union with Canada.

Also, to enquire into and report upon the causes of the discontent and dissatisfaction
at the proposed change that now exists there. *

Also, to explain to the inhabitants the principles 'on which the Government of
Canada intends to govern the country, and to remove any misapprehensions that may
exist on the subject.

And also to take such steps, in concert with Mr. McDougall and Governor McTavish,
as may seem nost proper for effecting the peaceable transfer of the country and the
government from the Hudson's Bay authorities to the Government of the Dominion.
You will consider this communication as your letter of appointment as Government

Commissioner.
With this letter you will receive
A copy of the letter of instructions given to Mr. McDougall on leaving Ottawa,

dated 28th September last;
Copy of a further letter of instructions to Mr. McDougall, dated 7th instant;
Copy of the Proclamation issued by His Excellency the Governor General, addressed

to the inhabitants of the North-West Territories by the express desire of Her Majesty.
These will enable you to speak authoritatively on the subject of your mission.
You will proceed with all despatch to Pembina, and arrange with Mr McDougall as

to your future course of action; and then go on to Fort Garry and take such steps as
after such consultation may seem most expedient. You will, of course, consult Governor
McTavish, and endeavour to arrange one system off concerted action in the pacification of
the country, with Mr. McDougall, the Hudson's Bay authorities and yourself.

As the information received by the Qovernment here is uecessarily imperfect, and
as the circumstances at the Red River are continually changing, it is not considered
expedient to hamper you with more specific instructions. You will, therefore, act
according to the best-of your judgment in concert with Mr. McDougall, and you will
keep me fully informed by every mail of the progress of events.

In addition to .the more immediate object of -your mission, you are requested to
report on the best mode of dealing with the Tndian Tribes in the country, and generally
to make such suggestions as may occur to you as to the requirements of the country for
the future.

I have, &c.,
JOsEPH HOWE,

Secretary.

OFFICE OF -THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TIHE PROVINCES
10th December. 1869.

The Bonorable W. McDougall, C.B.,
Pembina, United States.

SiR,-This will be handed to you by Donald A. Smith, Esq., Who goes to Pembina,
on his way to Fort Garry, at the special request of this Government.

I have the honor to enclose a copy off a letter of instructions which has been

addressed to MUr. Smith, and have it in command to desire that you will consult and



co-operate with that gentleman, in order, that if possible, some peaceful solution may- be
found of -the difficulties which obstruct your entrance to the new Territory.

T have, &c.
JOSEPH i3OWE,

Secretary.

O.S»S.P., 25th January, 1870.
Donald A. Smith, sq., Fort Garry.

SiR,-Referring to my letter of the 10Oth ultimo, informing youthat His Excellency
the Governor General had been pleased to appoint you a Special Commissioner for certain
purposes connected with the North-West Territories, I have now the honor, in accordance
with the verbal communication made'to you at Ottawa, to enclose a Commission under
the Great Seal, bearing date the 17th ultimo, appointing you a Special Commissioner
for the purposes stated in my letter above referred to, and more fully set forth in
the Commission itself.

I have, &c.,
JOSEPR HOWK,

Secretary.

CANADA.

VieronIA, BY THE GRACE OF Go», &c.

To Donald A. Smit,,of the City of Montreal, in the Province of Quebec, and Dominion

of Canada, Esquire, and to all others to vhm the same may in any wise concernr,

GREETrING:

VJHEREAS, by an Act of the Parliament of Canada, passed in the thirty-se::ond
and thirty-third years of Our Reign, intituled, "An Act for the temporary

Government of Rupert's Land and- the North-West Territory, when united to Canada,"
it is recited that it is probable that we may be pleased to admit Rupert's Land and the
SiNorth-West Territory into the Union of the Dominion of Canada, before the then next
Session of the Canadian Parliament, and that it is expedient to prepare for the transfer
of the said Territories from the Local Authorities to the Government of Canada, at the
time appointed by us for the Civil G'overnment of such Territories, until more permanent

I arrangements can be made by the Government and Legislature of Canada, and it is by
the said Act in effect enacted that our Governor may authorize and empower such officer
as he may appoint as Lieutenant Governor of the North-West Territories, and who shall
administer the Government as by the said Act contemplatéd.

Andï whereas, in the preparation for the transfer of the said Territories, Our Governor
of Canada was pleased to send the Honorable Wm. McDougall, the gentleman selected
to be the Lieutenant- Governor as aforesaid, on its union with Canada, in advance and in
anticipation of the union, and bis entry into the said Territor es was obstructed and
prevented by certain armed parties who have declared their discontent and dissatisfaction
at the proposed union, and their intention to resist the same by force.

And, whereas, it is expedient that inquiry should be hal jito te causes and extent
of such obstruction, opposition. and discontent, as aforesaid.

Now know ye, that having confidence in your honesty, fidelity, and integrity, we do,
J'y these presents, nominate, constitute, and appoint you, the said Donald A. Smith, to be
our Special Commssioner, to enquire into the causes, nature, and entent of the obstrue-
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tion offered at the Red River, in the North-West Territories, to the peaceable ingress of
the Honorable William McDougall, and other parties, authorized by our Governor
General of Canada to proceed into the same ; and also to enquire into the causes and
discontent and dissatisfaction alleged to exist in respect to the proposed union of the said
North-West Territories with the Dominion of Canada; and further to explain to the
inhabitants of the said Country, the principles on which the Government of Canada intend2
to administer the Government of the Country, according to such instructions as may be
given to you by Our Governor in Council in this behalf ; and to take steps to remove any
misapprehensions which ma' exist in respect to the mode of Government of the same, and
to report to Our Goyernor General the result of such enquiries; and on the best mode of
quieting and removing such discontent and dissatisfaction; and also to report on the
most proper and fitting mode for effecting the speedy transfer of the Country and Govern-
ment from the authority of the Hudson's Bay Company to the Government of Canada,
with the general assent of the inhabitants.

And further, to'consider and report on the most advisable mode of dealing with the
Indian Tribes in the North-West Territories.

To have and to hold the said office of Commissioner, for the purposes aforesaid unto
vou the said Donald A. Smith, during pleasure.

In testimony whereof, &c.
(Great Seal.)

LARosE's FAinni, PEMBINÀ, U. S.
20th Nov., 1869.

The Honorable Joseplh Howe,
Secretary of State, &c.,

Ottawa, Canada.

Re c. i ved by SiR,-I have the honor to enclose, for the information of His Excellency, the
Ste fary, reply of Governor McTavish to my communications of the 2nd and 4th
Provinces, 7th instant, which only reached me last night. (Copy " A.")
Dec., 1869. Also, copy of correspondence which has passed between certain
" Loyalists " in the town of Winnipeg and Col. Dennis, who is still with me, and writes
under my direction. (Copy " B.")

Also a printed copy of " a prztest " or " appeal" of these Loyalists to Governor
.McTavish, and of the "Proclaiation" which at last he was induced to issue. (Paper " C.")

I have not yet made any reply to the lengthy and somewhat extra;ordinary communi-
cation which the representative of the Hudson's Bay Company at Fort Garry have thought
themselves called upon to address to me, nor have I made any arrangement with a view
to the " movement " which they have recommended in its concluding paragraph. As the
main object of my correspondence with them ihas been accomplished, to wit, the issue of a
Proclamation against the insurgents, I shall await, for a few days, the effect of this
proceeding before determining~upon the course of action which I ought to adopt myself or
recommend to others. I am sure His Excellency will acquit me of indifference' to the just
claims of Canada, and the reputation of its Government, or to the duties of the position I
have the honor to hold as its representative, if I abstain, in the presence of the grave
events nowlranspiring from all contro'versy with Governor McTavish, or any other employee
of the Hudson's Bay Company, as to the propriety of the political arrangements with respect
to the North-West Territory, which the Imperial Government has authorized and
sanctioned, and the Government of Canada undertaken to carry out. With respect to
Governor McTavish, I may observe that the report is current that he is still seriously ill,
and that Mr. Black is the writer of the communications which have reached me over the
signature of the Governor. How far the personal vièws and private feelings of Mr.
Black--who lately informed Col. Dennis that he was about to quit the territory-may



have influenced the policy of the local authorities, and found expression in their official
correspondence, may hereafter appear; but I shall not assume that either the policy adopted
by these gentlemen, or the opinions entertained by them of the acts of Her Majesty's
Government in England as well as in Canada, has received, or is likely to receive the
sanction of the Hudson's Bay Company.

Except the supply of a few articles of food and clothing, for which the prices charged
are on the average higher than those of the American traders in the neighbourhood, and
the two letters from Governor McTavish, of which copies have been forwarded, I have
received no assistance, or suggestion, or communication of any kind from the Company's
Agents in the Territory since my arrival at this place. I have been obliged to organize
an independent private means of communication with the Settlement in, order to ascertain
the movements of the rebels, as well as of the loyalists, and I may add, of the Government
itself. Even the protest or Proclamation issued bythe Governor, bas not yet been for-
warded to me by. him, or any of his agents, although for the last five days it has been in
the hands of the public at Fort Garr>. But for the private channel of communication
referred to, of the existence of which the Company's Officers have not been made aware, I
would not have been able to forward this document by the present mail.

I have felt it My duty to mention these circumstances, to enable His Excellency to
understand the difficulty that meets me in attempting to organize, in connection with the
authorities, any resistance to the conspiracy which has already made such head in the
Settlement. The confirmed belief of every person I have seen, or whose testimony has
reached me (whether in the confidence of the rebels, or friendly to Canada), is, that
the Hudson's Bay Conpany's employees, with scarcely an exception, are either actively or
tacitly encouraging the insurrection, It was the prevalence of this belief that determined
me to force the authorities into a public declaration of some kind that would dispel this
illusior-if such it should prove to be-or compel them to shew their hand as abettors
of the insurrection. The "appeal" of the loyal inhabitants (see paper "O"), who had
previously opened correspondence with me, was the last screw applied, and seems to have
accomplished the purpose, notwithstanding the "peculiar circumstances," so strongly
insisted upon in the enclosed letter, to show that the issue of such a Proclamation
"might affect injuriously the future as well as the present Government."

I feel also bound to state, with reference to the "serious occurrence" detailed in the
lOth and lth paragraphs of Governor McTavish's letter, that I have the positive assurance
of Major Wallace, who has just returned from Fort Garry, as well as the statements of the
4"Friends of Canada," that the Company's Officers in charge of Fort Garry, were told-of the
intention of the Rebels to take the Fort, the day before it occurred, ana that the Chief
Constable, Mulligan, who is an old soldier, offered to raise a force, partly composed of
"pensioners," with which he declared he could hold the Fort against all the Rebels who
would be likely to attack it; but he was told by Dr. Cowan, the officer in charge, that his
services were not wanted.

The communication from Winnipeg, of the 17th inst., (market. B.), is from a wel
informed correspondent, who has access to the Council Room of the malcontents, and is
in confidential relations wv'ith certain members of the Convention opposed to the aima of
the French half-breeds. I thought it prudent to strengthen the hands of the loyal portion
of the community by enabling them to deny, on the authority of Col. Dennis, known to
be with me and in my confidence, the story about my Council, which is still industriously
circulated in the Settlement. Canadian newspapers are quoted to prove that ail the
members of the new Government have been chosen from Canada, and Mr. Howe's
remarks, while at Fort Garry,,are repeated from mouth to mouth, and construed into an
approval of their present attitude of "resistance to tyranny," and "defence of their riglits."
The best way, as it appeared to me, to contradict these false and pernicious reports, was
te authorize the statement contained in the "reply" of CoL Dennis. I have thus far
avoided direct communication with unofficial persons, but the extraordinary policy adopted
by the local authorities, and the difficulty and delay which I have experienced in my
attempts to communicate with them, compel me to seek the aid of loyal men wherever I



can find thiem. It will not surprise the Government to hear that I have had to incur
considerable expense that was unforeseen when I left Ottawa, and that private persons
will not risk their lives and property in the service of a Government unable to assert its
existence, either de jure or de facto, without immediate and adequate remuneration, and
a very unequivocal promise of indemnity. Iihave, hitherto, exercised great caution on-this
point; but I can foresee that affairs may soon take such a turn, as to render a bolder and
more costly policytindispensable for the protection of life and property, as well as for the
establishment and maintenance of authority.

Messrs. Richards and Provencher are still in the neighbourhood, and see me daily.
As soon as the result of the meeting of so-cdied "Representatives" is known, we shall
take counsel together and determine upon the course which prudence and duty may then
point out.

I have, &c.,
Wx. McDouc.LL.

(A.>
FORT GARRY, RED RIVER,

November 9th, 1869.
The Ronorable W. M1cDougall, C. B.,

Pembina.

My DEAR S1,-Yesterday, about ten &.m., I had the honor to receive your two letters,
dated respectively the 2nd and 4th instant ; and deeming it advisable that, in answering these
important communications, I should be advised by the Council of Assinniboine, I at once
called a meeting of that body for to-day, and, with their concurrence, have now to forward
you this reply.

In the first of your letters you mention that, in conformity with the suggestion of Col.
Dennis, and the opinion of the Council, you have decided upon remaining a few days at
Pembina, in hope of the withdrawal of the disaffected parties from their positions; and we
cannot but think that, in the circumstances, your decision in that respect must be considered
wise. But it has not been without feelings to which we should find it difficult to give
adequate expression, that we have heard of your having been disturbed at the Companys
Post, while you were there waiting the course of events, and of your having been compelled to
retire beyond the International line.

It appears you are under the belief th't a Proclamation from this Government, explaining
the late Imperial Act regarding the Territory, and warning the people of the consequences of
steps tending to impede any action that migit be taken under it provisions, would have a
salutary effect in checking the present unlawful movement on the part of the French population.
It is difficult, if not impossible, to say, with any degvee of certainty, how far that measure
might have produced suci a result; but, if due consideration be given to the peculiar
circumstances in which the local authorities here stood, there will perhaps appear to be but
little ground for surprise at a measure of that kind not having been adopted.

The Act in question referred to the prospective transfer of the Territory; but up to this
moment we have no official intimation from England, or the Dominion of Canada, of the
fact of the transfer, or of its conditions, or of the date at which they were to take practical
effect upon the Governuent of this Country. In sucli a state of matters, we think it is
evident that any such aet on the part of the Red River authorities as that to which you point,
would necessarily have been narked by a great degree of vagueness and uncertainty; it was
felt that it might affect injuriously the future, as well as the present Government; and we
therefore deemed it advisable to await the receipt of official intelligence of the actual transfer
of the Country, and of all the details which it concerned us to know

But having every reason to believe, from semi-official sources of information, that the
transfer of the Territory would soon take place, I have not failed to take every proper
opportunity of putting the matter before the public in that light; and, although we have not
seen the expediency of issuing any such Proclamation as that suggested, yet we have been
incessant in our efforts to impress upon the leaders of these disaffected people a just sense of



the illegality and danger of the course upon which they had entered, and to dissuade them
from the. further prosecution of their unlawful purposes. Measures, it is true, of a positively
coercive nature have not been resorted to, for the simplereason that w'e have had no reliable force to
insure their safety and success; and we are strongly impressed -with the belief that there is
great, if not overwhelming weight in the reasons given in my former letter for the authorities
hesitating to adopt the perilous step of deliberately calling upon one portion of so peculiar a
community as this to confront the other in an attitude of detérmined hostility.

With regard to that part of your letter in which you make such express reference to iny
position as the present legal ruler of the Country, and to my responsibility for the preservation
of the public peace, permit me to say it is because I so deeply feel that responsibility, that I
have hitherto been restrained from sanctioning a course so likely, I may almost say, so certain,
to engender a strife which, for years to come, might prove fatal to the peace and prosperty of
the whole country, and make all government impossible. It is unquestionable that the
preservation of the public peace is the paramount duty. of every Government; but while in
ordinary circumstances it might be reasonable enougli to castuponus the exclusive responsibility
of preserving the public peace, it may, perhaps, at the same time, admit of doubt whether
some degree of responsibility did not also rest upon others in a case of so exceptional a
character as this,-a case in whieh not merely a whole country is transferred, but also, in a
certain sense, a whole people, or, where at least the political condition of the people undergoes
such a great change; and it may moreover be a question whether, on the part of the Dominion,
the preliminary arrangements for introducing that change have proceeded upon such a just and
accurate appreciation of the condition of the country, and the peculiar feelings and habits of
its people, as, on such an occasion, was desirable, if not absolutely essential; and whether the
complication by which we are now surrounded, may not, to a great extent, be owing to that
circumstance. But, at a time like this, when it is felt that all our energies ought to be
directed to the possible removal of the obstacles that oppose the peaceable inauguration of your
Government, it would be out of place here to go into the discussion of such points as relate to
the responsibility of those concerned in the introduction of the new order of things; and J
shall therefore proceed to deal with matters of a more practical as well as more pressing nature.

What the ultimate object of the malcontents may be, it is difficult to ascertain, but if
they are aiming at establisbing a Government of their own, as the leaders whom you met on
the 2nd inst, rather prematurely said they had already doue, I doubt very much whether the
rest of the Settlement are at all likely to submit to such a destination; but whether they may
think it best tactily to ignore such a usurpation of power, while it consisted merely in a name,
or actively resist it, or take part in the movement in the hope of moderating and directing it.
will, I apprehend, greatly depend upon circumstances.

It seems by no means improbable that on both sides of the line there may be personswho
are looking with a degree of sympathy upon this movement of the French population ; their
motives, it is not difficult to imnagine, but it seems to be nothing more but infatuation for the
leaders of these disturbances to encourage the idea of annexation to the States, for it is highly
improbable that, whatever might be the influence of such a change upon the community, its
effect upon the French population generally, could hardly fail to prove unfavorable to them.

Excepting in one respect-but that I am sorry to say, a serious if not in a formidable sense
-little change, so far as we can learn, has, since my last, come over the arrangements or the spirit
of these people. The prevention of your entrance into the Settlement was the object they first
proposed to themselves, and upon that object they appear to be as fully bent as ever, being still,
as I am informed, cllected at several points, in numerous armed bands, in readiness, as we may
presume, to obstruct your approach to the Settlement, should that be attempted; and they are,
of course, aware that so long as you remain in the- neighbourhood, such an attempt is always

possible.
The occurrence to which I have aLuded in the preeeding paragraph as being serious, is

this, that on the afternoon of Tuesday, the 2nd inst., a number of these daring people,
suddénly, and without the least intimation of their intention to make such a move, took
possession of the Gates of Fort Garry, where they pIaced themselves inside and outside the
Gates, to the number in all of about one hundred and twenty, and where, night and day,
they have constantly kept a pretty strong armed guard. On being asked what they meant by
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suchi a movement upon the Fort, they saida.their object was to protect it. Protect it -from
what? they were asked. Their answer was-from danger. Against what danger, they were
asked ? To this question, they replied that they could not nowspecify the danger, but that
they would do so hereaftcr, and obstinately took up the positions they have. since kept in spite
ail our protests and renonstrances, at such a bold and high-handed' proceedIag.

On coming into the Fort, they. earnestly disclaimed all intention of injuring either
person or property within it, and it must Ibe allowed that in that respect they have kept their
word; but if is an inconvenience and a danger next to intolerable; to have a body I of, armed
men, even with professions of peace towards ourselves, forcibly billeted upon an establisliment
such as this. Their intentions in coming to the Fort they -have never defnitely expressed, nor

t have they yet specified the danger from which their -presence was meant to protect thc place.
We are, therefore, left in some measure to conjectures,tand by these we are strongly led. to
believe that you were expected to come to the Fort, and that by thus having previous possession
of the gates,, they·felt that they woùld-be sure;of keeping you out.

It is needless to ask why their presence was submitted to, for I presume you aIready know
enougli of the circumstances fully to understand that it was only borne as being apparently,
with respect to immediate results, the less formidable of two very serious evils.

Towards the end of your last letter, you desire my opinion as :to whether- any useful
purpose is likely to bc served by your remaining. for any length of time at Pembina, and feeling
the importance that nay be attache4 to any expression from me on that point, I have taken
care to test my own ideas very closely by the opinions of the Council.

In compliance with your wishes, let me say, as the substance of our opinion on, this point,
that we perceive there is as little chance as ever of these people receding from opposition to
your coming into the Settlement; that the attempt might be productive of the most -disastrous
consequences, and that while you remain at Pembina, the effect,: so far as the Settlement is
concerned, is likely to be the perpetuation, and possibly even the aggravation of this state of
disturbance and danger. Youcan, therefore, yourselfjudge whether any good purposewould be
likely to be answered by your remaining at Pembina, and perhaps yoùr own view:cf fthe matter
will be such as to prepare you for my adding, as I assure, I do with a feeling of inexpressible
regret, that to the Council and myself it appears that your early return to Canada is not only
essential for the peace of the country, but also advisable in the interest of the establishment in
the future of the Canadian Government.

It is no doubt possible that a little more time may change fthe .minds of the men, and
public meetings' are notified which may somewhat alter the present state of affairs. Your
immediate departure ought not therefore, perliaps, to be at once determined upon. It might be
advisable, a few days longer, to wait the course of events, or at any rate until I ean again
communicate with you; but at present, I confess, I sec but little reason to expect the
occurrence of anything that is likely materially to change the opinion I have expressed with
regard to your movements.

I remain, &c.,
W. McTxvisa.

(B.)
WINNIPEG Wcdncsday Evening,

il P.M., 7th Nov., 1869.

Council met at 12 yesterday. English delegates all staunclh ecept th two frm fthe
town of Winnipeg. The English parishes considering such .a meeting as proposed by the
French, illegal,sent representatives with written instructions, and these were to explain firit, that
they disapproved of all the acts committed, and, secondly, lithat they would not join in forming
an ladependent Government. The French delegation consisted of the council of 12 before
formed, and their president and secretary. Riel caused a salute of a number of fleld pieces to
be fired, and the meeting took place - in the Court .House, which was. a flie, time änd siace,
guarded. Yesterday was consumed in the expression of the views of the Englisl delegates, and
it was expected that to-day thei French werc to show their hand. Late in the afternon of



yesterday the MSS of Governor MoTavish's Proclamation was handed into the assembly, and
much discussion as to the propriety of doing so preceded its reading. The English delegation,
with the exception of the two from the town, worked well together, and wished to» make special
use:of this document, but its want of general publication and translation into French prevented.
An interview with three of the principal English delegates just before this writing, informs: us
that they, this morning, demanded of the French delegates their policy, but they refused to
give it. Riel argued that the Hudson's Bay Company's Government was a very weakone, and
that a better one was necessary. This was met by the counter argument of the consequent
necessity of a strong Government, and shown by reference to the different published papers that
the Canadian one was the only one possible. Riel evidently pointed to a Republic, but would
not say so directly. Priest O'Donohue at one time became very much excited, and quoted the

wrongs of Ireland, and stated that th* British Government was now shakingto its fundation,
&c. They affect to despise the Proclamation of Governor McTavish, herewith enclosed. We
have. no faith in the sincerity of that Proclamation, but believe that the pressure brought to
bear ipon them here by the loyal party, was such that they.cpuld no longer resist, and their
own convictionzof the utter helplessness and impossibilg offurthcr rcsistance, compelled them
to issue it as much for their own safety as for the continuance of their authority, if any portion
remains. Delegates thanked Governor in writing for the Proclamation. General Court of
Assiniboine is to be held to-morrow as usual, and, in consequence, the meeting of delegates and
French put off till Monday, when English insist on knowing the French policy. English
delegates, except those from town, very determined, and will have meetings of their people in
the interim.. A :report reached here yesterday of 2,000 troops being on the way, and is
believed by the French, hence ·the quietude of to-day in comparison with yesterday. Riel
alluded indirectly- to it, and said all routes were alike inpossible. The three principal delegates
we have just onversed with; say "that they think. that as it is believed that the Governor has
it in bis power to. increaà slte number of Cöuncillors to 15, and that only six are said yet to be
appointed the concessionof the remainder to the people will be what the claims may be whittled
down to." Reuit of Monday's meeting of Council will be duly reported. We think that the
insurgents will'back down. Probably, a depütation to you will be decided upon at next meeting;
any concession made will do good. Can we inspire delegates in regard to what is possible ?
Reply by bearer.

To whièh the following reply was sent.

PMMLutA, 19th Nov., 18,9.

"The informnaion given i- yours of Wednesday is very satisfactory. Monday's proceedings
will be looked for with much anxiety. The efforts of the Loyalists to maintain order and the
authority of the Crown, in a difficult crisis, will not be forgotten or go unrewarded. The
Proclamation of Governor McTavish seems judicious, and ought to impress all but the leaders
of the conspiracy, who must know the nature of the crime they have committed, and cannot be
expected to listen to his admonitions. Labor to detach the ignorant, and so far, the innocent
dupes of these men from their treasonable association. It is thought here that if the majority,
now deliberating, decides for a Republic or other illegal form of Government, the loyal
inhabitants shouid withdraw from all association and discussion with 'the insurgents, and be
prepared to rally in support of law and order, and the rights of the British Crown in this part
of the Dominion, the moment a call is made by competent authority.

Most of the stories told. to deceive and excite the half-breeds and others against the
Government which the highest authority in the Empire has ordered to be established, and will
support withall its: force, are known to be false by many persons now in the Territory,
especially by those who are still its-legal rulers. One statement that seems-to be believed by
nany, aud may have tended to abatse the loyal zeal of some otherwise well disposed persons, is,
that "all the members of the New Council are to be sent from Canada." This may be
contradieted at once. The only persons mentioned in the Governor's instructions, te whom
he is directed to offer seats in his Council, are residents, and have long been residents within
the:Territory.



Three gentlemen only, have come from Canada with theaveh -expectation of appòintient in
or, under the -Goverment, but the Governor's bauds arese far untied, except as above stated,
an the matter of his Council.

This is not an official announcement, or for use in any publie way, but to enable you to
correct the false statements which are current, and to assure the loyal and well disposed.

The Governor remains here for the present.
J. S. D.

THE CRIsIS.--oYALTY TRIUMPHANT.-THE GoVERtO's PROcLAMATIoN.

On.the 12th instant the following address was presented to Governor McTavish,
signed by a large number of our most respectable inhabitants, and, on the 17th, a reply
was issued, which will be found below.

TowN oF WINNIPEG,
November 12th, 1869

To William McTavish, Esq.,
Govermor Huldson's Bay Company, Fort Garry.

We, the undersigned residents of the Town of Winnipeg, and loyal subjects of ,Her
Majesty the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland,

Beholding, with great alarm, the unsettled state of feeling existing in this Territory,
and the threatening position assumed by a portion of its French speaking population
towards the Crown, in the person of Her Majesty's representative, the future Governor of
this Territory; and, believing, as we do, that this disaffection or dissatiafaction is the resuit
of various slanderous interpretations having been from time to time disseminated among
the people by persons unknown:

We do, therefore, now demand that you, as the representative of ier Majesty in
this Territory, do proclaim among the people, either by convening a public meeting for
that purpose, or posting in conspicuous places throughout the Country, a full and correct
exposition of the nature of the transfer of this Territory to the Dominion of Canada.

We also request that you will explain, so far as lies in your power, the policy likely
to be adopted by the Canadian authorities relative to the governing of the Territory.

Also, that you deny the numerous libellous slanders which are in circulation regarding
the purposes for which the Territory was acquired. That you warn them of the danger
they are incurring to -themselves by persistence in their present violent course, thereby
imperilling the future welfare of the Country; and that you do entreat them to lay down
their arms, and return peaceably to their homaes.

Here is the Proclamation drawn from Governor McTavish on the present.state of
affaira

Whereas, I, William McTavish, Governor of Assinniboine, have been informed that a
meeting is to be held to-day of persons from the different districts of the Settlement, for
the ostensible purpose of taking in4o consideration the present political condition of the
Colony, and for suggesting such measures as may appear to be best adapted for meeting
the difficulties and dangers connected with the existing state of public affaira.

Ànd, whereas, I deem it advisable, at this juncture, to place before that meeting, as
well as before the whole body of the people, what it appears to be necessary for me to
declare in the interest of public order, and of the safety and welfare of the Settlement.

Therefore, I notify al whom it concerns that, during the last few weeks, large bodies
of armed men have taken positions on the public high-road to Pembina, and, contrary to
the Éemonstrances and protests of the public authorities, have committed the following
unlawful acts

First.-They have forcibly obstructed the movements of various persons travelling
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on the public highway in peaceable prosecution of their lawful business, and have thus
violated that personal liberty which is the undoubted right of aIl Her Majesty's subjects.

Secondly.-They have unla'kfully seized and détained, on the road at La Rivière
Sale, in the parish of St. Norbert, goods and merchandize, of various descriptions, and of

very considerable value, belonging as well to persons coming into the Colony as to persons
already settled here and carrying on their business in the Settlement, thereby causing
great loss and inconvenience not only to the owners of these goods, but, as has formally
been complained of, also to the- carriers of the saie, and possibly involving the whole
Colony in a ruinous responsiblity.

.Tkirdly.-They have unlawfully interfered with. the public mails, both outgoing and
incoming, and by that tampering with the established means of communication between
the Settlement and the outside world, have shaken public confidence in the security of
the- mails, and given a shock to the trade and commerce of the Colony, of which the
mischievous effects cannot now be fully estimated.

Fourthly.-Not only without permission, but in the face of repeated remonstrances
on the part of the Hudson Bay's Company's officer in immediate charge of Fort Garry,
they have, in n.umbers varying fron about sixty to one hundred and twenty, billeted
themselves on that establishment, under the plea of protecting it from a danger which
they alleged was known by themselves to be imminent, but of which they have never yet
disclosed the particular nature. They have placed armed guards at the gates of an
establishment, which every stick and stone of it is private property; in spite of the most
distinct protestations against such a disregard of the rights of property, they have taken
possession of rooms within the Fort; and, although they have there as yet committed no
direct act of violence to person or property beyond what has been enumerated, yet, by
their presence in such numbers, with arms for no.legitimate purpose that can be assigned,
they have created a state of excitement and alarm within and around the Fort which
seriously interferes with the regular business of the establishment.

Fiftdly.-A body of armed men have enitered the Hudson Bay's Company's Post at
Pembina, where certain gentlemen from Canada, with their families, were peaceably
living; and, under threats of violence, have compelled tkem to quit the establishment at
a season of the year when the rigors of winter were at hand, and forced them to retire
within American Territory.

And, in the last place, they have avowed it as their intention, in all those unlawful
proceedings, to resist arrangements for the transfer of the government of this Country,
which have been made under the sanction of the Imperial Parliament, and of virtually
setting at deflance the royal authority, instead of adopting those lawful and constitutional
means which, under the enlightened rule of Her Most Gracious Majesty our Queen, are
sufficient for the ultimate attainment of every object that rests upon reason and justice ;
the persons who have been engaged in committing those unlawful deeds, have resorted to
acts which directly tend to involve themselves in consequences of the gravest nature,
and to bring upon the Colony and the Country at large, the evils of anarchy and the
horrors of war.

Therefore; in the interests of law and order, in behalf of all the securities. you have
for life and property, and, in a word, for the sake of the present and future welfare of the
Settlement and its inhabitants, I again earnestly and emphatically protest against each
and ai of these unlawful acta.

I charge those engaged in them, before they are irretrievably and hopelessly involved
immediately to disperse themselves and peaceably to depart to their habitations,
or to their lawful business, ùnder the pains and penalties of law ; and whatever in other
respects may- be the conclusions of those who meet to deliberate upon the present critical
and distracted state of public affairs, I adjure you as citizens, having the interests of your
country and your kindred ut heart, to ratify and proclaim, with al the might of your
united voices, this public notice and protest, and so avert from the Country a succession
of evils, of which those who see the beginning may never see the end.

You are dealing with a crisis out of which may come incalculable -good or
12a-8



mmeasurable evil, and -with all the weight of my official authority, and all the influence
of my individual position, let me finally charge you to adopt only such means as are
lawful and constitutional, rational and safe.

Given under my hand and seal, at Fort Garry, this 16th day of November, 1869.

W. McT*vIaD,
Governor of Assinniboine.

OTT&AwA, December 7th, 1869.
1611.
The Hon. W. McDougall, C.B.,

Pembina.

Sm.-I had the honor to- receive this morning, your Despatch of the 20th November,
covering enclosures from the Hudson's Bay Company. These papers have been laid before
the Privy Council, and will be forwarded, by Ris Excellency the Governor General, to England.

I have, &c.,
JOSEPH HOWEI

Secretary of State for the Provinces.

OFFICE Or SECRETARY Or STATE FOR THE PROVINCES,
OTTAWA, 10th December, 1869,

Tlhe Ronorable Wm. McDougall, C.B.,
Pembina.

SI,-I am commanded to call your attention to the exposed situation in which the arms,
purchased for Government service at the Red River, have been placed. Georgetown, where
it is understood here they are stored, could so easily be surrounded and forced by any roving
band of half-breeds or Indians, or by persons quite as unscrupulous coming in from the United
States, that they can hardly be considered secure.

If matters are to remain for any length of time on their present footing, they would
perhaps be safer at St. Cloud or St. Paul.

I have, &c.,
JOSEPH HOWE,

Secretary of State for the Provinces.

OTTÂWA, llth Decexnber, 1869.
Tie Honorable W. McDougall, C-B.,

Pembina.
SiR,-I notice in the rèports of several persons, made to you and forwarded to this office,

references to expressions said to have been used by me in conversations with inhabitants of the
Hludson's Bay Territory, and I think it proper that you should be authorized to contradict
all such statements, so far as the inference can be drawn from them, that any thing said by
me at Winnipeg, or anywhere else, gave countenance or sanction. to breaches of the law and
order or to resistance to the peaceable establishment of the authority qf the Dominon in the
Territory, under the sanction of Imperial Legislation.

During my visit to the Red River I never saw Riel, Bruce, Father Ritchot, or any persons
said to be the leaders of the insurrectionary movement, but I conversed freely with all classes
and orders of people, from Governor McTavish downwards, and to them all held the same
language-That the same constitution as the other Provinces possessed would ultimately be
conferred upon the crratry; that in the provisional arrangements to be made, the feeling and
interests of the resiaent population would be considered-that leading men enjoying their
confidence, would be at once taken into the Government, and that the young men, without



distinction of blood, would be drawn into the public service as. they were fitted by educationto fil places of trust and emolument
I have, &c.,

JOSEPH HOWE,
Secretary of State for the Provinces.

PEMBnÂA, U.S., 25th November, 1869.Hon. .Joseh Howe, SecretarJ of State
for the Provinces, &c.

Received by SR,-I have the honor to forward a confidential Report by Major Jthe Secretaxy ofWaiaceofWib
State for the a f Whitby, Ontario, who was sent from this place on the 4th November,Provinces, l1th on a special mission to Fort Garry, and who returned on the 22nd instant. H1e.Dec., 1869. is the person «mentioned in my report of the 5th instant, as being in the confi-dence of some of the Conspirators here, so far as to obtain a "Pass " from them. MajorWallace was employed by Colonel Dennis in his surveying operations last summer. H1e is ashrewd Scotcbman, has been many years a resident of Canada, and though a little hot-tempered
may be regarded ai a trustworthy reporter of what he saw and heard.

I received through an employee of the Hudson's Bay Company, sent by Governor'McTavish,
information that the rebels had resolved to send an expedition (of horsemen) to Georgetownto burn the lludson's Bay Storehlouse there, in order to destroy the arias and amniunition
which I had stored at that place. This was to be done at once, if the results of the Con-vention" was in favour of the surrectic As there was no time to loose, I took immediate
steps to have them removed to Fort Abercrombie, some 40 miles distant. I wrote t> GeneralHunt (Copy -A), requesting him to allow them to be- stored in the Fort, which I have nodoubt he will readily comply with. I caused it to be announced, or rather stated as a factby our party, in their conversation with the conspirators at Pembina, that the arms, &c., hadbeen removed to Fort Abercrombie. This will be reported at head and will ab
put a stop to the "raid." But in any event, the arms, &c., wl be at Fort Abercombi
before the raiders can overtake them.

I have received a private note from, Governor McTavish, informing me of his havinissued a Proclamation, more, he observes, in deference to my opinion, than from an epet
tion of a favourable result, and at the same time he expresses his satisfaction tha haveremained here. He enclosed to me letters be had received for me from Sir Curtis Lanpsonand the Secretary of the omadsons Bay Company, and expressed his desire to be of service.I infer that he had received instructions from the Company, and notice of the date of transfer.am still without any oficiel notice of the Imperial Order in Council, and must act, if at al,upon the information contained in the private letters from Sir Curtis Lanpson which an-nounces the date of transfer agreed to by the Imperial Government to be lst December nexThere is a rumor among tb rebel sympathizers here this afternoon, that tbe French

ehadbredshe d from the Treasurer at Fort Garry, and thatbe had refsed, and was thereupon made prisoner.-That English and Scotch hlf-breeds
and tbeCanadians were arming, and that a row was expected. The " Convention," the samerumor informs ns, has been adjourned for some days. I expeeted a Privete message from
the settlement, of tbe resut of Monday's and Tuesday's deliberations, in time fo ti postbut it has not yet reachied me. ot

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

WM. McDoUGAL.

Notes by J. W. between 4thb and 22nd November, 1869.
To the Honorable Wm. fcDozgall, C.B.,

Pem ina.I left FortPembin; for Fort Garry on 4th November, 1869, with a despatch for
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Governor McTavish. I was furnished with a letter of "saLe conduct" fromn an Amerian
gentleman of this place. Arriving at the barricade, River Sale, I was conducted - by
armed men to the Catholic Church,. which I understood to be headquarters of the
insurgents, In an upper room I found President Bruce, Secretary Louis Riel, Mr.
O'Loan, Mr. McKinney, Jr., and five half-breeds whom I did not know. On presenting
my "pass " to Riel, he read it in French to Father Ritchot and said, "It is all riglit, but
,although sorry to trouble me, must request me to show any documents I 'might have in
my possession." None were in view. Severat questions were then asked and promptly
answered as to the position and design of Governor McDougall and his party. I then
passed to Fort Garry, where I found means to have the despatch placed in the hands of
Governor McTavish. On the strength of it, the Council of Assinniboine was called for
Tuesday the Sth. M. Bannatyne is a member of that Council, and was present at that
meeting. He told me that when Mr. McDougall's letter was read, McTavish (although
sick) raged furiously, and asked vhat McDougail meant-that up to that moment nq
official information had reached them of any change having been made in the ovnership
of Rupert's Land, and that he would let Mr. McDougall know that no such dictation as
that indicated by the letter would foi- a moment be tolerated.

Mr. Mulligan, a pensioner, and a police constable in Winnipeg, told me that le had
warned the Hudson's Bay Company, oh several occasions, that the half-breeds vere to rise.
This he did through Judge Black and Dr. Cowan, and suggested that the pensioners be
called out to guard the fort, but that' they declined doing anything in the matter.
Mulligan also informed me, that on the Sth inst., after the fort had been in possession of
the insurgents for several days, that he heard- frosm one of the rebels whom he could
rely upon, that the arsenal was to be broken open and the arms taken possession of in a
day or two, and informed Dr. Cowan, who replied, "What can we do V" Mulligan
answered, "Call out the pensioners, and others willing to join them, and let them take
possession of the fort." The Judge who was present said, " A Coundil will be called,
=nd an answer given to you at 3 o'clock to-morrow." Next day Mulligan was told that
lis services were not required, and that evening the arms were taken possession of.

I had several conversaations with Mr. McKinney, senr. At first he was somewhat
shy-stated that as yet he had nothing to do with the insurgents, but that he mighlt have ;
-that the United States was the natural outlet for the Settlement, and the people wanted
nothing else as he believed; and that they would never submit to the injustice about to
be forced upon them by the Canadian Government in appointing a Council from Canada,
&c.,-virtually ignoring the people of Red River-that if Governor McDougall had come
alone he would have got in and would have been heard, and if his views did not suit they
would have told him to go. Again, on another occasion, he corroborated what Bannatyne
said about the want of official notice, &c.,-that the people vould not subimit to taxes-
that they vwanted control of their own affairs, and that Le approved of the course the half-
breeds lad taken in keeping the Governor out-and that they had about 700 men -under
arms.-Our other conversations were something similar until I went in on the Saturday
morning before I left, and had about an hour with him. He was reading the Imperial
Act ceding the North-West Territory. le opened out frankly, and stated that a blank
he saw in the Act meant neither more nor les& than that after a certain time, Canadians
could fdll it up as they wished-that he was- a delegate of Fort Garry, but that very little
would be done by the Convention, unless to draw the two parties closer together-that he
would like to see the country at peace, so that trade might go on as usual, but that he
had no hopes as long as the Governor and suite remained at Pembina. What the people
now wanted, he said, was complete control over their own affairs, and that as soon as the
Delegates had closed their work, lie believed that orders would be given to have the census
of the people taken.-Elections to be held and a Parliament established, that the Canadian
Government must respect. Why? hensked, should we be any worse dealt with than British
Columbia, Newfoundland, or Prince Edward Island? Mr. Rowe, he said, told us plairdly
that we were entitled to the same rights, and that by perseverance we would get them.
He further remarked that, "if we fail in onr efforts to arrange -witli Canada, another



element would be called in, and the men at the head of this movement just know how to
get them, and that is the Fenians."

I conversed with Hugli Donaldson, of Fort Garry, who was very violent, and stated
with an oath, that a Canadian Governor should never rule the Settlement, and threw Out
hits what they could do in spring. Mr. O'Loan, Mr. George Evelyn, hotel-keeper, and
several others expressed views similar to Mr. McKinney. I talked with many others
on that side (I mean the French half-breeds), and they nearly all spoke to the •same
purport. A great part of the foregoing was drawn out by questions carefully. put by
myself.

Mr. ' says, that the English and Scotch half-breeds are with the Canadian
Government, but does not think that they would take up arms, until they have an
army to fall back upon, and some security from the Government that they would be paid
for the destruction of their property by fire or otherwise,-that ho has the promise of
300 Sioux Indians at any time they are required, but the people generally do not think
well of letting the Indians loose until other means are exhausted.

Mr. Taylor, a wealthy merchant, 12 miles up Assinniboine River, presented me with
the Globe newsj aper, and said that paper condemns what you say. I must confess that
paper has done infinite harm to Canadian interests in the Settlement.

Colonel Robinson is in favor of Government (Canadian) but more so, I thirk in
favor of the United States. He is an American.

* * e* whose brother * * * goes fully with Insurgents, is greatly
attached to Canadian Government, and has very great influence amongst Indians-would
be a most useful man in any treaty with them-He has put * * * from the house
he lived in. He said ho was a half-breed, and gloried in the name and race, and would
never give up the rights he had in the lands. He wanted to see the Governor and hear
what ho had tp say. He was sure the Canadian Government would never take their
rights away.

Mr. William Tait was thought to be favorable to Canada, but from what ho said in
Hudson's Bay Company's (ffice to myself and Mr. Grant, we were of opinion tbat he was
changing, as a great many are in danger of doing, who visit the Company's Office, and
hear the sentiments of John McTavish and Mr. Hargrave. Mr. Tait said, " you may talk,
but in that convention we sit opposite to those who have been born and brought up
among us, ate with us, slept with us, hunted with us, traded with us, and are of our own
flesh and blood-gentlemen, said ho, I for one cannot fight them. I will not imbue miy
bands in their blood."

James Ross, another delegate, charged me with speaking against the Governor. He
is believed by most people to be staunch in favor of Canadians. He thinks some arrange
ment may yet be come to by Convention, by which the Governor can safely be brought in.
His views do not coincide with a great majority of Council.

Mr. Lorrman, another delegate, thinks the present Convention will appease the
French half-breeds somewhat. We have met them, he says, treated them kindly, and by
continuing to do so, may win them over, but it will take time.

Mr. *** thinks no good will come out of the Convention-that nothing but troops,
and that immediately, will be of any use, and that if the Canadian Government will send
troops by middle of January, the English and Scotch will no doubt organize. If troops
are not sent, I, for one, he said, will at any time sign a memorial to the United States
Government, asking their permission to annex ourselves to them. Mr. 'l is of opinion
that the Indians (Chippawa) will act with the Canadians, but that scme stops should be
taken at once to have a treaty with them. Trade, he says, is gone, and everything
unusatisfactory under the present state of things.

Mr. *** a wealthy half-breed, and strongly oposed to the Priests, says, that soldiers
should be sent in immediately to save the Country-that the English and Scotch half-
breeds cannot stand this reign of terror much longer, but from want of a leador they are
very unwilling to take any stops agait their opponents the French half-breeds, and that
500 or 1,00 men now would bring the Governor in, and whenonce into the Settlement,
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our people, he says, would rally round him, but until the Proclamation was issued there
would be nothing done. He had no faith in the working of Conventions-as long as
McKinney, O'Loan, Riel, and the Priests Ritchot and O'Donohue were among them, and
so long as Bannatyne gave them encouragement, as he now does. The latter has more
influence amongst the French half-breeds than any one, or perhaps any dozen men in Fort

Garry.
Dr. Schultz says he does not approve of speaking anything of troops coming in, until

all the Canadians have notice, so that they can leave the Settlement. He thinks alko that
the Convention may result in sending delegates to see the Governor at Pembina; is clearly
of opinion that had proper measures been taken by the Hudson's Bay Company on the first
sign of the outbreak, of which they had due notice no insurrectionary movement would
have taken place. .He says the Chippawa and Sioux Indians are with the Government,
willing to assist in suppressing the revolt at any time-tiat if the people there knew they
were to be protected by the Canadian Government, there would be no want of leaders
amongst the English and Scotch half-breeds, that he thinks on the first sign of troops
coming in, the Canadians will be murdered.

Mr. Snow coincides in every particular with Dr. Schultz--was very active and willing
to assist me in carrying out the few little matters I had to attend to at Fort Garry, could
not have got on well without him.

S%, * % says, if Governor would give -him authority, lie would organize the English
and Scotch lialf:breeds at once-that they could take Fort any day, and keep.it too-is
not afraid of the report of troops being sent-would rather like to hear of it-is very
much afraid of delay, as lie is satisfied a number of Fenians are being raised to come into
the settlement in the spring-could not give me any reliable authority, but insisted it
was a fact.

Mr. % * * wanted to see troops in at once, and the whole thing would

be crushed-The French were a noisy, brawling crowd, and would not stand fire-that
1,000 menï would be a sufficient number to settle the dispute, and in aftertimes push
back hostile Indians, if any should turn up-that too *mucli delay would or might cause
a deal of bloodshed. and probably the loss of the whole c,'mty.

Mr. Bannatyne is a gentleman with whom, with the exception of Mr. McKinney, I
have had more conversation than any other in the settlement. He is clearly in favor of
the measures taken by French half-breeds, although he told me one day " that he would
rather have paid £50 than have had that rising take place !" On every occasion he had some
excuse for the lialf breeds, and a word of sympathy gt times for Governor McDougall and
his family, but that the sooner he left Pembina tlhe better it would be for himself and the
settlement, and lie lioped I would advise Colonel Dennis to leave, which I promised to
do, I insisted on him going down witli me to see the Governor, and take Riel, or
McKinney, or O'Loan with him, but lie would not consent. By-the-bye, McKinney told
me that no delegates would be sent from the Convention to the Governor, for a partcular
reason that he was not at liberty to tell me at present. I could give many other conversa-
tions with other parties, but they were al of the same substance, and now, as» you desire,
I will give you my opinion of the whole as concisely as possible.

The movement from the first has been of a Republican-Fenian kind. I am fully
convinced that no offer that could be made by the Canadian Government would be
accepted by the French half-breeds and their friends the Americans, and that unless they
are forced into it by this Convention and the threatenings of the English half-breeds and
whites, or perhapsl troops, they will not accept a Governor from the Dominion on any
terms.

Further, I believe the English and Scotch will take no steps to bring the Governor
into the settlement, but that if once there they will protect him. This has been expressed
to me by many of them. I endeavored on every occasion to impress on parties,where I could
do so with safety, that the present Government or Council was only a provisional one-that
as soon as a franchise was decided upon a responsible Government would be formed as
understood in Canada, that I understood the Governor had it·in his power to appoint 5 of
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the Council at Red River. Bannatyne and others enquired, "how this was not known
beforer The former said, " I would give anything rather thanT this fme country should
fall into the hands of Americans."

I further think, from conversing with the friends and foes of the Hudson's Bay
Company, that they could, in the most easy manner, have stoppèd the whole affair by
issuing their Proclamation-calling upon all to obey the laws ; that any rising of the kind
spoken of would be visited by the severest penalty the law could inflict, and that the
whole available civil force would be called out to sustain law and order. They did not
do this, nor issue any Proclamation, until in a manner forced into it by the memorial of
the inhabitants of Fort Garry who were loyal. On this Company's head lies a full
measure of blame.

The Indians, from what I can learn from * * * and others, are
with the Canadian Government, but there is no trusting them without a treaty. At
present I think some of them are endeavoring to get subsidies from both parties. " Chief,
Henry Prince," I know, has been taking from both.

In conclusion, I would say, if this Convention does not do something towards a
settlement in a few daya, the cheapest and safest course, and the one likely to prevent the
destruction of life and property, is for. the Canadian Government to sen' a sufficient force
to take the Governor in-by " at once " I aiean,. to have them at Pembina by the middle
or end of January, for there is great danger of Fenian hordes early in the spring.

NOVEMBER 22nd, 1869.

PEMmBiA, U. S., Nov. 22nd, 1869.
To General Hunt, or the Ofcer commanding

at Fort Abercrombie.

SIR,-I have the honor to inform you that certain French half-breeds of the Red
River Settlement have assembled with arms and in suflicient force to overawe for the time,
the authorities at Fort Garry. They have also erected a barricade to prevent me from
proceeding to that place to assume the Government on the transfer of authority from the
Hudson's Bay Company to the Dominion of Canada. A small band of men met me at
the Hudson's Bay Company's post near Pembina, and ordered me to return beyond the
boundary line. 'As I had no force to resist them I was obliged to obey the order and am
now at Pembina in American Territory.

I have just had information from Fort Garry that these outlaws have decided to send
a party of men to Georgetown in Minnesota, for the purpose of burning the Hudson's
Bay Company's Storehouse at that place. The avowed object of this "raid " is to destroy
certain property of the Government of Canada now stored there, consisting of arms and
ammunition, and also clothing and goods belonging to me and members of my party.

I have the honor to request that you will take such means as may be in your power
to prevent this unlawful destruction of property. I have directed the removal of the
arms and other property to Fort Abercrombie in the hope that'you will allow storage in
the Fort until this émeute is suppressed,

Any expense which may be incurred in the removal, protection, or storage of this
property I shall be ready to make good as soon as I am advised of the amount.

I have the honor to be,
Sir, your obedient servant,

WM. McDOUGALL.

DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE FoR THE PRovINCES,
OTTAWA, December 15th, 1869.

T'o the Hon. Wm. JfcDougall, C.B., Pembina.
No. 1074. 25th SiR,-I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, on the 11th inst.
of November.
22nd of No- of your letter of the 25th ultimo, covering a confidential Report made to
.vember you by Major J. Walce, of the result of the special mission to Fort Garry,
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on which you had employed him, together with a copy of your letter, addressed to General
Hunt, the United States officer commanding at Fort Abercrombie, with reference to the
removal to that place of the arms and ammunition which you had stored at Georgetown.

I have, &c.,
JOSEPH HOWE,

Secretary of State for the Provinces.

LAnosE's FAR, PEMBINA, U.S., 29th November, 1869.

The Honorable Joseph Howe, Secretary of State, &c.,
Ottawa.

Recei ve d by SiR,-I have the honor to report, that I am still at Pembina in the
S eaecr etary f Territory of the United States (Messrs. Richards, Provencher, and BeggState for the
Provinces, 15th being with me), and unable, in consequence of the continued occupation
December, 1869. of the road by armed men, to proceed to Fort Garry.

I have further to report that I have not received any instructions for my guidance
on and after the day of the transfer of the Territory to Canada, nor any notice of the Order
in Council, which has no doubt been passed to effect it.

In these circumstances, I am compelled to act upon the general powers and
directions of my Commission, and of the Acts of Parliament, Canadian and Imperial,
which seem to bear upon the case.

I have accordingly prepared a Proclamation to be issued on the fi-st day of
December, reciting so much of the several Acts of Parliament as seemed necessary
to disclose the requisite authority, and stating' by way of recital the fact of surrender
by the Hudson's Bay Company, acceptance by Her Majesty, and Transfer to Canada,
from and after the lst December, A.D., 1869. These facts I gather from the newspapers,
from a private letter to me of the Deputy Governor of the Company, and my own
knowledge before I left Ottawa, that the 1st of December had been agreed upon as the
date of the transfers.

In the present state of affairs ,n the settlement it is of the ut'most importance
to announce the transfer of authority in the most authentic and solemn manner
possible, in order to give confidence and the protection of legality to the acts of the
loyal and well disposed, and to put the mal-contents and their American advisers
and sympathizers publicly and technically in the wrong. Several messages have been
sent, urging me to assume authority and to authorize action at once against the
French half-breeds, but as my previous reports will show, I decided to keep strictly
within my commission, and referred those persons to the local authority for advice
and direction. On the 24th inst., however, Riel and his party took possession, with-
out resistance, of the public offices in the Fort, seized the public rscords and papers,
and made prisoners of the Treasurer and Olicers in charge of the public funds. I
have not heard whether they have removed Governor McTavish from his official
residence, but he is evidently hors de combat personally and officially. I have had
no communication from him since the 19th inst., directly or indirectly, although in
his last note he prômised to comniunicate further immediately. As I have found no
serious difficulty in sending and receiving from the settlement communications of a
private character, I infer that the rebels have imprisoned the Governor so closely that
nothing is allowed to reach him or proceed from him of which they disapprove.

On the evening of the same day, Riel made a demonstration upon the Government
provisions under the charge of Mr. Snow, pretending that he only wanted to make an
inventory of them. Some Canadians employed on the survey, being in the neighbourhood
and indignant at this move of the rebels, as well as apprehensive that the possession of these
provisions by them would greatly strengthen their position, determined to remove them
by force, if necessary, to the Lower Fort of the Hudson's Bay Company; but, on con-
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sideration, they felt that to bring on a collision at that moment, and on sucli a question,
might be impolitic, and as the local authorities could not or would not act, they despatched
Mr. Newcombe, a young Canadian, to me the same night, with the letter marked A. He
got safely through, having run about half the way on foot, making the whole distance of
67 miles in 20 hours. -He was ready to return on foot or on horseback after an hour's rest,
if I had deemed it necessary. His energy, courage, and zeal, and his account of the feelings
of the loyal portion of the inhabitants, inspired us all with the hope that a reaction had set in,
and that as soon as the incubus of a moribund and inactive Government was remored, a call
might safely be made upon the loyal and well-disposed-to rally in defence oflaw and order.
But in view oft the peculiar relations existing between the French half-breeds and the rest
of the native population, I thought it very undesirable to allow a "fight " to take place
about Government property, until some collision had occurred which would excite the
feelings of the English and Scotch half-breeds and exasperate them against the insurgents.
The interruption to busiuess, reducing thiereby the price of grain and enhancing the price
of merchandize; the arrest of men like Hallett, of local influence and extensive family
connection; the taking of provisions without pay from the settlers, and occupying their
houses without their consent; and a chance of a fray springing out of some of these
circumstances seems to justify delay in organizing opposition to Riel's designs' upon the
Government pork andi flour, which, if seized by him, would not strike the half-breed
settlers as a very heinous offence, or one which they ought to isk their lives to
prevent, or punish. Moreover, the Hudson's Bay Company officers were still the
nominal rulers of the settlement, and as their Sheriff (McKenny) was notoriously in
the interests of the rebels, advising, aiding, and abetting them, i.t appeared to me
better that none of my agents or avowed supporters shoull provoke or be parties to
a collision before the 1st of December, and run the risk of finding the Sheriff and
other authorities on the side of the rebels, or, what would amount to the same thing,
issuing warrants against Canadians.

Accordingly I detained Mr. Newcombe for future service, and despatched by a loyal
French half-breed the answer B, and by the same hand the letter C, to Governor
McTavish. My plan was to hold the authorities to their duties and responsibilities as
long as possible, and to delay, without wholly prohibiting the resistance of the employees
and friends of the new Government. How far this plan has succeeded I am not yet aware,
but I suspect that Riel will have seized the provisions before my directions reached Fort
Garry, or, at all events, 'before the action recommended by me has been taken. I do not
regard the possession of these Government Stores by Riel and his. party as of very much
consequence. They cannot eat them up at once, and if the measures I have taken to
organize an armed force toe seize, Riel and his colleagues, and disperse the rank and file of
his followers, should prove successful, the provisions will soon be again in our possession.

The last two mails brought me only newspapers and two or three small private letters.
I am much afraid that ofcial letters are detained at some point between -St. Paul and
this place purposely, and perhaps read and destroyed. As the -post'master here openly
avows his sympathy wi the, half-breeds and permits -one Stuttsman, referred to in a
former Report, to distribute and handle the postal matter in his office. I have no great faith
that my letters to Ottawa have been forwarded, if at all, without being first read. I shall
therefore abstain from al details as to the operations contemplated after the lst December.
Their discovery and publication here would be sure to defeat them.

I have received a friendly letter from the Indian chief, "Pegwis," who lives at
Winnipeg, in which he strongly condemns the conduct of the French lialf-breeds. He
reminds me that they come from my own, country, and are " very bad men." H1e wishes
to see me, to shake hands and bargain about bis land. He has offered bis services to
the Canadians in the Sèttlement to put down Riel and his party, evidently foreseeing
that if they got the mastery, the Indian title to the land in Assinniboine will not be
treated with much respect or realize much profit.

I have returned a verbal answer to bis letter, expressing the most friendly feelings
towards him and his people, and my desire to see them at Fort Garry as soon as possible.
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I thought it better to put nothing in writing, and indeed to say nothing that could be

construed into an invitation to the Indians to arm or attack any class of the inhabitants,
not even those4ow under arms and in a state of insurrection. It is very satisfactory to
ftnd that the Indians in all directions, and under different chiefs, are well disposed, and
unwilling to give any aid to the French half-breeds. I, have taken pains, through the

agency of loyal persons having influence with them, to arouse the apprelensions of the
Indians in reference to the annexation features of the half-breed movement, and its effect
upon them and their land daims. They have been quick to perceive that the outbreak
bodes no good to them, and they cannot therefore be seduced into any kind of sympathy
with it. Thisfact is already producing a marked. effect upon the plans and operations of
the Insurgents.

A letter appeared in a newspaper published in Yankton, Dakotah, purporting to
have been written and delivered to me by two Indian chiefs, making peremptory demands
for a settlement with them before entering the Territory. This letter was concocted 'by
American schemers at Pembina, and read to the Indians who were waiting to see me. At
first they consented to it, but the next day went to the village, asked to se* it, and tore
it up, The veracious correspondent of the Yankton newspaper, allowed it nevertheless
to appear as a bond fide communication to me.

In the same newspaper, a communication under date 23rd September, detailing the
plans, grievances and demands of the half-breeds, with such particularity as to show that
the plot has its chief counsellor, if not its originator, in this Village. One of these
conspirators the man Stuttsman, lately visited Fort Garry, and is known to be consulting
and aiding the Insurgents at that place.

As faras I can learn, the priests have withdrawn latterly from active co-operation
and begin to shake their heads, and speak doubtfully of the consequences likely to result
from the outbreak.

Until I have received more specific instructions for my guidance after assuming the
Government, and learn the view which His Excellency and Council are likely to take of
the events detailed in my Reports, I do not feel myself in a position to make any special
recommendation as to the measures which ought to be adopted by the Government of
Canada. I have taken, and must continue to take, a large discretion and responsibility in
regard to measures which must be initiated and executed within the Territory. I have
hesitated to call for troops or vohmteers from Canada in mid-winter. The difficulties in
the way are enormous, and the chance of disaster with the present means of transportation
is almost reduced to a certainty. But preparations should undoubtedly be made for a
large emigration in the early spring, of such settlers as were offered last fall by Colônel
Barivis, of the Township of Halifax, and by another gentleman in the County of Bruce.
Settlers of this class will be a valuable, almost i necessary addition to the population of
the Territory, and any expense-which their transportation hither may involve ought to be
readily furnished.

I have, &c.,

Wm. McDouGALL.

(A.) ~WNrPE, Wcdnesday, 24th N~ovember, 1869.

DEAR COLONEL,-We require defmite instructions l'ow to act under the following
circumstances:-To-day, about 4 p.m., we got information that the Governmnent stores, in
Dr. Schultz's, were being seized. Captain Boulton, Mr. Codd,and self, proceeded immediately
to ascertain the truth of the matter. We found Riel and an armed guard coming out of
the back store with Dr. Schultz. I went up and asked what particular business was
going on. The Doctor said, " Mr. Riel is taking an inventory of the stores." I replied,
looking at Riel, " They are the Queen's property." He turned about and stamped,
exclaiming angrily, " The devil's property," moving away at tht same time. On enquiring
about the matter, the Doctor told us that his carts had been stopped at the Fort, and
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he went down to see about them. Saw Riel, who said that it was "merely a matter of
form," but he wished to know " if the duties liad been paid," and " there were no arms in
the cases." The Doctor answered, "No, there were no arms." Riel, however, accompanied
the Doctor to his store, for the purpose of examining them. On entering the store, Riel
said, " Ae these all your goods î" Doctor replied, "No, Government property," Riel
then said, "By-the-bye, that reminds me I may as well take an inventory of them in
case any parties should remove any portion, and it would be laid to us." In the mean-
time, an armed guard of four.men had come up (as Dr. S. says, " a sly mode of getting
access to the store.") Riel put two of them in charge, and went off intending to return.
While he was away, the Doctor kired the guard, for sixpence api.ce, to assist in carrying
the cases into the house. They left their arms in the store, and accordingly went to
work for the Doctor. While they were so employed, the Doctor sent Smith, who removed
the arms and locked up the store. Riel returned some couple of hours afterwards. and
found his guard " shouldering cases." He demanded entrance to the store, after soundly
rating his men. The Doctor refused, and told them he would have to use force :-tis he
repeated. Finally, the key was obtained by them from Smith. The Doctor then put bis
backl to the door, and refused entrance unless. Riel promised, uppn his honor, not to remove
anything,-which Riel did. The Doctor further says that, at this moment (that is after
they had entered the store), Hallett showed his nose round the corner, when Riel, all at
once, came to the conclusion that it was rather late to take the inventory, and left an
armed guard on the door. It was at this time, while they were coming out of the
Doctor's store, that we arrived on the scene.

Now, there are Canadians here willing to protect the property of Canada, and remove
the stores to the Stone Portfor safe keeping. We propose the following plan :-We (the
Canadians) to proceed in a party of twenty or thirty with hired sleighs, to be procured
in the Scotch Settlement, and go to .Schultz's store about noon and remove them (the
stores) down to the Stono Fort, and ieave (armed of course), in charge. If we
meet opposition, we will deferd the stores and remove them against ail comers. TiMs
will have the effect, perhaps, of precipitating matters. On the other hnnd, if tley removc
these provisions, which no <qoubt is their intention, you will at once see that they have
gained a very important advantage over the loyal inhabitants by the possession of these
stores. Hallett says, that he, individually, will'stand by us and assist. We await the
advice and instrzuctions of the Governor to act. This will also give us an excuse to occupy
the Stone Fort, where a large amount of ammunition is stored.

Your most obedient Servant,
D. A GRANT.

P.S.-It is understood that, if we act in this matter, we act upon our own respon-
sibility. Not wishing to compromise authority, we only desire to have advice,

(B.)
PEMBINA, 25th November, 1869.

D. A. Grant, Esq., Fort Garry.

Mv DEAR SIR,-I trust this will reach you safely and in good time. The Governor
has determi.ned to retain the bearer of your letter for reasons which will be apparent soon.
I should have beeri with you again long before now, but that the Governor required me
to remain here.for a p ose of which you will soon also be aware. With regard to the
provisions and public pro erty which you say are in danger of beingseized by a band of
lawless men, and removed from the custody of those who have been intrusted with them,
I am instructed to convey Mr. McDougall's orders, as folows :-

lst. Apply to the local authorities for a sufficient police or other force to prevent it.
2nd. If this is refused, or if no such force can be had, apply to Governor McTavish,

or the officer in ch-rge of the Stone Fort, for permission to store the property there for
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safe keeping, and ask him to give you authority to guard and defend it by the voluntary
aid of the law-abiding inhabitants.

3rd. If this permission to store in the Fort is granted, remove the provisions, &c.,
there, and hire a sufficient number of pêrsons to remove and defend it against all illegal
attempts at appropriation,

4th. But in the event of a seizure, or attempt at seizure, by a considerable force of
armed men, either before or during the removal above suggestbd and authorised, you are
advised not to risk a'collision which may -cause bloodshed, unless thc local authorities
shall have sanctioned, the organization of an armed force for the purpose of protecting the

property.
Mr. McDougall has written to Governor McTavish on the subject, and asked his

interference on your written demand.

Believe me, dear Mr. Grant, truly yours,

J. S. DENNIs.

(C.)
PEMBINA, November 24th, 1869.

W I. fcTavisi, Esq.,
Governor, &c., Hudson's Bay Company.

My DEAR SI,-The agents of the Dominion Government, in charge of the pro-
visions and other public property of the Government, now at Winnipeg, have represented
to me that an armed party of lawless persons have attempted to seize and appropriate it.

They have asked for instructions from me, and have suggested that this property be
removed, under escort if necessary, to the Stone Fort for safe keeping.

I have instructed Colonel Dennis to communicate the following as my directions (see
letter to Mr. GraUt, lst. 2nd. 3rd, and 4th).

May I request that you-will give Mr. Grant and Mr. Snow, and any other persons
who may have in lawful custody any of this property, such assistance as you can command
to protect it from molestation by the lawless persons referrej, to. If in your judgment
the proposal to remove it to the Stone Fort, and to protect it there in the way proposed
by the persons who will apply to you, is feasible and under the circumstances advisable, I
should feel obliged if you would give them the desired authority.

I leave the matter for the present entirely in your hands.

I have the honor, &c.,
WR. McDOUGALL.

(Telegram.)
TORONTO, 15th December, 1869.

Hon. Sir J. A. 2acdonald.
St,, Paul, Minn. 15th.-Private letterjust received from Pembina, gives the followingr

information :-
The Rebels have placed Governor McTavish under close guard, on account of his

recent Proclamation, advising them to lay down their arms and submit to the Government.
In meantime they continue to issue rations with a regularity which is making serious
inroads upon the Hudson Bay goods at Fort Garry and outposts.

Captain Cameron, of Governor McDougalU party, attemptpd to go into Fort Garry,
but was confronted at the gate by a sentinel, who, with the assistance of a sergeant, forced
him back upon American soil, and upon pain of being shot, was forbidden to re-enter the
lines.

H. P. DWIGHT.
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DEPARTMENT OF SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROVINCES.

OTTAWA, 17th December, 1869.
The Honorable Wm. Mc Dougall, C.B., Pembina.

. SIR,-Your despatch of the 29th November reached this office on the

the Honorable 15th instant, and created some apprehension, that you were about to issue
Win. McDou- a Proclamation, announcing the formal ti7.nsfer of the Territory, which has
ga3, 25th De- not yet taken place, and to organiza or countenance movements,.which,cember. however well intended, would hve been without the sanction of law.

The receipt of the papers, A. B. C., which did not come to hand till the following day,
relieved this anxiety, and I have now to-convey to you the satisfaction with which the
numbered paragraphs in the paper marked "B" were read by the Governor General
and Council.

The despatches sent to you on the 19th and 29th November, and 7th, 8th, 1Oth, and
1lth of December, will, before this reaches you, have explained the views taken by this
Government of the situation of affairs .in the North-West, and the nature of the
correspondence with the Imperial Government which has not yet closed. No notice has
yet been received here of the issue of the Queen's Proclamation annexing the country to
Canada, or of the payment of the purchase money. By this day's mail an elaborate
Minute of Council goes to England.

You will, until further advised, abstain from all movements in excess of your
authority, and do nothing by'which the Governor and officers of the 1udson's Bay Company
may be relieved of the responsibility which now rests upon them.

Should any telegraphic notice of the issue of the Queen's Proclamation reach you, I
arn commanded to desire that you will refrain from any action thereupon until you receive
a copy of the Procla'nation through this office.

I have, &c.,
JOSEPH HOWE,

Secretary of State for the Provinces.

LARosE's FARM, PEMBINA, U. S.
December 2nd, 1869.

The Honorable Joseph Howe, Secretary of State, &c., Ottawa.

.eceived by SiR,-By the last mail, under date 29th November, I reported that I

the setary was still at this place, and that I had neither received official instruction for
of State forthe rny guidance after assuming the Gov rnment of the North-West Territories
Provinees 18th nor any notice of the passing of the Order of Her Majesty in Council for
Der. 86 the transfer of the North-West Territory to the Dominion. I also detailed at
some length, the events which had occurred during my previous report, and indicated some
of the measures I had prepared and proposed to adopt, on and after the lst December. I
also enclosed, in a separate letter, copies of correspondence respecting the Government
Stores at Fort Garry, and the steps I recommended to be taken for their prote'tion. I
hope these letters have reached Ottawa safely, and assuming they have, I proceed to detail,
briefly 'what kas since occurred.

Fearing, fro9m information I received, that my messenger with copies of the
PrÈoclamation announcing the first o£s December, as the date of transfer of authority from
the Hudson's Bay Company to the Dominion had been intercepted, I entrusted additional
copies in English and French to Colonel Dennis, who, with a trusty guide, started on the
niglit of the 29th ütiio (the coldest night we have yet experienced), for Fort Garry. I
also commisioned him to act as my " Lieutenant," and as a " Conservator of the Peace," in
arraying the loyal inhabitants in defence of law and order. I gave him large powers and
as lie is fully aware of my views and plans, and the nature of the authority under which
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le is to act, and is, morever, acquainted with the leading men of the Settlement,-stands
well in their estimation, and knows the country. I have every confidence that he will
execute his orders with promptitude, discretion, and success. I do not deem it prudent
to forward by this mail a copy of my Commission to him, as there is some danger that it
might go in a -wrong direction.

It will be seen from the paper "A" herewith, that the English and Scotch settlers
and half-breedi, have at last discovered that they must choose between Riel and his
American allies and advisers, and the authority of Ber Majesty and the Canadian
Government. Meetings have been held, with more. or less secrecy in all the parishes,
except those exclusively French, and a " Committee of Publiò Safety " organized. The
movement has been much aided by the Canadians connected with the road and survey,
the only persons of intelligence and apparent authority to whom the poor but well
disposed settlers could look for advice. Mr. James Ross, a Scotch half-breed, recently
from Canada, and mentioned à a previous report, as apparently in the confidenc'e of the
malcontents, has been exceedingly active in refuting the false stories that certain
influential traders and other traitors have been «busy in circulating. Captain Boulton, who
was present at the meeting of the representatives of three parishes when the enclosed
letter to me was agreed upon, has alsr sliown zeal and discretion, as well as courage in lis
efforts to arouse the loyal people of the Settlement. Colonel Dennis was charged with
my answer to these people, in the shape of a Commission, which on and after the first
December, he could make known to them. The Proclamation itself, so anxiously looked
for by the f'iends of Canada, will, I trust, settle all doubts in the minds of the well-
disposed, and dispel the false, preposterous, but nevertheless dangerous rumours, sent out
from day to day by the conspirators. One point of considerable importance in the minds
of the English and Scotch settlers-hinted at in the enclosed paper, but more explicitly
stated in other messages which have reached me-is the view which will be taken by
Government of the claims of Loyalists serving against the Rebels for ariy losses to person
and property which may result. I have not ventured to make a specific answer to this
question, as any rule on the subject would be liable to abuse, but I have told Colonel
Dennis to assure those who agree to serve under his order, that the Government will
treat them in the same way, and with the same liberality as in Canada, or in; other parts
of the empire. I have, morever, authorized him to allow the same rates of pay, &c., as
are allowed under the Canada Militia Act, to Volunteers called out in aid of the civil
power.

Yesterday evening, after finding that the road was clear, I took with me Messrs.
Richards and Provencher and four others of my party, and proceeded to the Hudson's Bay
Company's Post near Pembina, and in order to execute on British soil, and so ar in, a
public manner, the Proclamation an<t other documents which are to take effect .withn the
Territory. I have resolved to do no ofcial act on American soil, and have made arrange-
ments to occupy the Hudson Bay Company's Post, and if necessaiy repel by force the attack
of any such party as the one that drove us from it on the 3rd of November. It·is surroun<i-
ed by a high fence, and witli a little improvement may be defended against a c»2siderable
force, by a few resolûte men with breech-loading rifles. Fortunately we have witjh us a
few such rifles and a small supply of amnunition. We number ,about à dozen, and are
all good shots. I shall not openly take this position and attitude unless I hear from
Colonel Deiinis that lie has a force in the field and is thus given Riel and his party some-
thing to do at Fort Garry. In the meantime we go to and from the " Post" well armed
and prepared againt surprise. The American officials and ex-officials lere are a little less
jubilant and swaggering in their- tone since they have found that the English, Scotch, and
Indians have refused to join Riel, and that resistance is being organized. I enclose a
siip, cut from a St. Paul's newspaper, which shews the feelings and designs of these people.
They assume in their correspondence the air of lookers-on merely, but they are i truth
the chief counsellors and directors of the movement. Stuttsman is still at Fort Garry,
but will probaH-y move south very speedily when the loyal settlers with Colonel Dennis
at their head come upon the scene.
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I have heard from Fort Garry, of the safe arrival of the letters conveying My
instructions in regard to the Government provisions. Riel had made two or three
attempts to remove thefri, -and had pointed two of the guns of tLe Fort on Dr. Schultz's
warehouse, in which a portion of them are stored, in anticipation of resistance, but the
firm attitude of the Canadians and others in the vicinity seems to have induced Riel
to postpone his threateided seizure. I hope no collision ias taken place over these
stores, as such an event might prejudice the movement progressing so favorably in the
English and Scotch Parishes.

I enclose (paper " B") copy of a second Proclamation which I deemed it my
duty to issue. I hope I am right in using the name of Her Majesty as prominently
as I have doue. The leaders of this movement have studiously represented that they
were only resisting the aggressions of Canada and not the authority of the Crown.
It is necessary to meet them on this point explicity and promptly.

Anxiously awaiting some official directions and information from you,

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

Wu. McDOUGALL.

("A.")
To the- Honorable Mr. McDougall.

SIRp,-We, influential members of the English speaking population and loyal subjects
of the British Crown, have heard that you are appointed Governor of this Territory, but
we have had no certain or official information that such is the case,. in fact we don't know
officially that any change has taken place in the constitution of this country. Under
these circumstances, there is no certainty of movement or any chance of co-operation.
We -will be glad to be informed, officially, what is the position of affairs ; what are the
intentions of the Canadian Government, and what support will be given by Government.

Circumstances are such that names cannot be given; at least it is not advisable, but
will testify to the genuineness of this communication.

Nov. 27th.
To the Honorable Mbr. fcDougall.

S1R,-I am requested to certify and sign this to the effect that it is a communication
from the representatives of three parishes in this settlement.

("B.")
[L.S.]

TiE NoRTH-WBsr TERRITORIES.

By lis Excellency, the Honorable William fcDougall, a Member of Her Majesty's Privy
Council for Canada, and Companion of the Most Honorable Order of the Bath,
Lieutenant Covernor of the North-West Territories, &c., &c., &c.

.Vo all whom these Presents shall come-GREETING|--

A PROCLAMATION !!!

WHEREAS, Her Majesty THE QuEEN, by Letters Patent, under the Great Seal of the
lDominion. of Canada, bearing date the twenty-nint day of September, in the year of Our
Lord one thousand eight hundred'and sixty-nine, in the thirty-third year of Rer Majesty's
Reign, has been graciously pleased to constitute and appoint me, on, from and after the
day to be named by lHer .-3ajesty; for the admission of Rupert's Land and the North-
Western Territory into the Union or Dominion of Canada, to be LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
in and over.ThePe North-West Territories, during Rer Majesty's pleasure, and did thereby
authorize and empower and require and command me, on, from and after the day iforesaid,
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to do and execute ail things in due mamier that shall belong to my said command and the
trust reposed in me, according to the several powers and instructions granted or appointed
me by that, Her Majesty's Commission, and of the Act of Parliament passed in the
thirty-second year of Rer Majesty's Reign, intituled, "An Act for the Temporary Govern-
ment of Rupei-t's Land and the North-Western Territory when united with Canada," and
the instructions given me with such Commission, or by such further instructions as may
hereafter be given me in respect of the North-West Territories and the Government
thereof, by Her Majesty's Governor General in Council, under his sign manual, or through
one of Her Majesty's Privy Council of Canada, and according to such laws as are now, and
shail hereafter be in force in the said North-Vest Territories.

And WIereas, ler 3fajesty has declared and named.thefirst day of December instant,
as the day for the admission of Rupert's Land and the North-Western Territory into the
Union and Dominion of Canada; And W7ereas, by virtue and in pursuance of "The
British North America Act, 1867"; "The Rupert's Land Act, 1868," the said "Act for
the Temporary Government of Rupert's Land and the North-Western Territory, when
united with Canada," and the said Declaration and Order of Rer Majesty, Rupert's Land
and the North-Western Territory have been admitted into Union -with, and have become
and are now part of the Dominion of Canada, and are henceforth to be style& and known
as "The North-West Territories."

1\Now Know Ye, that I have thought fit to issue this Proclamtion, to make known
Her Majesty's said appointment to all officers, magistrates, subjects of Her Majesty, and
others within the said "The North-West Territories";-and I do hereby require and
command that all and singular, the public officers and functionaries, holding office in

~~Rupert's Land, and the North-Western Territory, at the -time of their admission into the
Union as aforesaid, excepting the public officer or functionary at the head of the Admin-
istration of affairs, do continue in the execution of their several and respective offices,
duties, places and employments, until otherwise ordered by me, under the authority of the
said last mentioned Act; and I do hereby furthber require and command that all Her
Majesty's loving subjects, and all others whom it may concern, do take notice and govern
themselves accordingly.

Given under my hand and Seal-at-arms, at Red River, in the said Territories, this
Second day of December, in the year of Our Lord, One thousand eight hundred
and sixty-nine, and in the Thirty-third year of Rer Majesty's Reign.

WM. McDOUGALL.
By Command.

J. A. N. PROVENcHER,
Secretary.

(I have asked Mr. Provencher to sign as Secretary, his formal appointment depend-
ing upon the course of events, and the requirements of the Act.)

Wm. McDOUGILL.

Extractsfrom St. Paul "Daily Press," November 21st, referred to in Mr. McDougall's
letter of 2nd December.

(1) (Letter from Fort Garry).

WINNIPEG, November 6th, 1869.

Stirring events are in progres here. This settlement is resolved to be independent of
the Canadian Dominion, and the Revolution has begun. The French settlers took the
initiative; but are in/full accord, in this respect, with the rest of the settlers. On-October
20th and 21st, about two hundred armed men were sworn in to liberate, as their expres-
sion is, the country. At present there are six hundred men in arms and sworn in, which
number will not be increased till next spring, when they will muster in about three
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thou3anl troos. On November 2nd a detachmeint occupied Fo:t Garry. which they now
hold. Tiir discipline is exemplary, and is not surpassl or equalled by any troops T ever
saw. To judge from.present appearances, the whole Settlement will soon wheel into line
to keep the Canadians out. I think they may be successsfful. The country is very easily
defended, except against troops coming through Minnesota and Dakota. Butfit is not
believed possible that our Government will allow Canadian troops to pass over that route.
The consequences would be fearful. The French half-baeeds, seven thousand in nufber,
that is, one half of the population of the settlerment, would desert their hoine-steads, jointhe Indians on the plains, and carry on a war that would annihilate this settlement Any
attempt 'at coercion would occasion a wide-spread destruction of hife and property; andsuch an actpf4hostility to the *half-nomadic population of this region on the part of ourGovernment as would be-implied in passing a Canadian army over American soil to makewar on this people, would draw down their vengeance, and all the horrcrs of an Indian anda half-breed war upon the frontier.settlements.of Minnesota and Dakota. It is, therefore,of grave cousequence to the safèty of the American border, that our Government should nitleague itself with' the Canadian Government in the attempt to subjugate this people Letno. such concession he made to Canada, and all will be right. At the next Srssio-n of theCanadian Parliament, the opposition is likely to be in the najority, and will probablyrepeal the act purahasing this Territory, At any rate, they wyill 'vote neither men normoney to carry on a war or conquest against its inhabitants. Events of vast impor-

tance depeni on the policy of the United States Government in this matter. Theseevents will disclose themselves in the near future. It is not my business to predict, butto record, and I leave them to your-best conjectures.

(2) ' (Let4er from Pembin«.)

PzumBNA, November 8th, 1869.
On Tuesday, the 2nd instant, the Red River troops took quite possession of Fortad the overnment House. Winnipeg is under martial law. No soldier is per-mýittd to'ta.e a drop of spirits. The most stringent discipline is observed. If a citizenor outsider is found drunik or disorderiy he is promptly arrested and confiued until soberqnd quiet.
Never before has there been such complete order, aid never before has there beenper et sacurity to person and propertyin th e Red River settlemuts, as at the present. e explled Canadian oficals are still encampld naar Pembina. Tiiey arebuilding, aud seem determin-îd to go into winter quarters here. Tie Hon. J. A. N. Pro-vencher, Membeî of the Caun cGl aud Territorial Secr-tary, is disposxl to go home idis.zuýt"- * but RisExcUe Gjv--rnor McDo;l will nit c:n3ns th-.reto. The

Governr has callel upon the Caadian Govern:nut for tr&os, &c., and, iai3muh as it isimpossible t import tiem via any other route, permission to pass them through UnitedStates territory will Le requested.
But R i th our governmeut will not disgracs itself, ani bring civil

war upon th-s RhI River psople by graintin such an unreasoaa le requet
Tie peple beiag uid, no civil war csa exis uatil coarsion be al.-nied • a-1, ifour Government very wissly declines said requast, oercion is out of thse gassion and s0

long as civil war does not exist, the rigihts off person and propary ill be respected.
b Ti American residents remain non-committal.; but, should it unfortuately come to.lows, tisey, to a mian, will'be found in the fro it rinb of the citiza tr>p.

Ciptain camroa, one off the Governor's law-makers, a half-witled uafortunate, pro-
posinntipe d 40 Chould ias (0 n they arriv) and penetrat3 the territory as far s LakeW4ip33o Shuoul tidoe 40n-esordieera be as brainless as te proosed "/lad," the pe

lkq , woýu1d notL--0e gre&t
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The following are the names and official character of tha expelled offciais
His Excellency Wm. McDougall, Governor.
A. N. Richards, Attorney-General and Member of Le Council.
Capt. Cameron, Member of Council and Penetrasor.
Alexander Begg, Collector of Customs.
Col. Dennis, Surveyor General.
Dr. Jackes, Councilman and Pill Driver.
Frank McDougall, John Connor, J. F, Snow, and others, subordinates.
I am sorry to inform you that Governor McTavish is very ill, and not expected to

recover.
SrcTATOa.

(3) (Furtherfrom Pembina.)
PEmBiNA, Nov. 6th, 1869.

As your readers may not get tired of hearing news about the insurrection of the Red
River Settlement, B. N. A., I will inform them that it is now in full vigor. We received
information this morning, by the mail-carrier, thaat the Insurrectionary forces took pos-
session of Fort Garry, without any resistance, last Tuesday, the 2nd inst., and are now
completing the organization of their provisional Government, to supercede the Government
de facto of the Hudson's Bay Company.

I stated, in my last correspondence,' that Mr. McDougall and suite were to leave
Pembina on that day, for the Dominion of Canada, but I would inform you now that bis
horses, needing rest, he concluded to take his quarters in our peaceable locality, until the
troubles at Garry have subsided, or his quadrupeds get able to carry his future Excellency
further on. The prevailing opinion, however, is-that h'e will have to winter, not in the
land of pemmican, but breathe the air of freedom, liberty and independence, our good
country has been endowed with, till next spring.

The other day His Excellency, to be, was at Frank Rose's, one mile above this point,
examining claims lying on the west side of the Red River of the North, making, in the
meantime, many inquiries about our Government surveys, leaving our citizens to infer
that he is going to take a homestead in our blessed territory of liberty.

It might be well to observe also that, so far, the Insurrectionists have behaved in an
exemplary manner. Life, property, decorum, moral discipline,,sobriety, and eveiything
desirable, have been strictly observed. When Mr. McDougall and suite were driven out
of their country, boys attached to his party, exchanged words rather harsh, but the guard
took them coolly, and replied very politely. The Insurrectionary forces number now
between five and six hundred.

(T'elegram.)

ST. PAUL, MInESOTA,
17th December, 1869.

Hon. Joseph Howe.
Sccretary of State.

I have just received news that Colonel Dennis, Surveyor General, has succeeded in
raising and arming some two hundred (200) Swampy Indians, and a number of their
English half-breed relations-that they have garrisoned the Stone Fort-that McDougall
has organized another force of the hostile Sioux of Portage la Prairie, under the lead of
Canadians, and that as soon as these forces form a junction, they will march on the In-
surgent's force at and near Fort Garry. General Riel has called in bis reserve of French
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half breeds, who were temporarily absent. Over three hundred (300) men reported at
head-quartpers within a few hours from issuing the call, and a collision wasç hourly expected
at the date of my advice.

T. A. WrïLOC

(Telegram.)

ToRoNTo, 18th December, 1869.
To Sir John Macdonald,

Letter dated Pembina, December 6th. says: The Red River mail, just in, brings the
most exciting news, Governor McDougall:hassucceeded in raising a body of Indians who
are marching to the Stone Fort under Colknel Dennis, and it's feared (?) collision has al-
ready taken place. The w riter says, mail is just closing, and no time to write further

particulars. A letter, same date, from Governor MeDougall, says,, on December the first
the Government of the Queen was announced through its Canadian representatives. On
same day a force of loyal men occupied Stone Fort, and the loyal white and half-breeds
began rapidly to rally and organize. The insurgents were beg n to disperse, and had
withdràwn their forces from the printing office and other places in the Winnipeg. Riel,
the chief of insurgents, still remained in' possession of Fort Garry with four hundred of
his followers. Another letter says : mail just in from Garry, brings news that Colonel
Dennis has a force of 300 men, consisting of- Swampy Indians and their half-breeds rela-
tions, that they have garrisoned the Stone Fort, and are expected to form junction with
Canadians and Sioux of Portage la Prairie, and march against insurgents at Fort Garry.
Riel had called in his reserves who were temporarily absent, and three hundred (300) men
reported at his head-quarters in few hours after issuing the call. A collision was soon
looked for. The reports current that McTavish had been taken by insurgents from his
sick bed, and together with his subordinates, confined in prison, and that Insurgents had
helped themselves to property of Hudson's Bay Company, was not generally believed. The
St. Paul's Press of this morning, editorial, on Red River trouble, says : " Governor Mc-
Dougall has assumed a fearful responsibility in thus subjecting the Settlement to the
terrible risk involved in Indian war. It is but just to say that, as our correspondents at
Pembina evinces a natural sympathy for the Insurgents, and obtains their information
doubtless from Insurgent's side, it is possible they may be to some extent misled. We
publish, of course, only such information as we get, and must necessarily base our remarks
on the state of affairs as presented to us. There are grounds for belief that McDougall is
entering into Indian trouble without consultation with Canadian Government, as it is
stated in Ottawa despatch of yesterday, that Dominion Government may not complete
purchase of North-West till Spring.»

H. P. DWIGHT.

PEMBINA, 6th December, 1869. -
The Honorable Joseph Howe, Secretary of State, &c.,

Ottawa.,
Received by Sm,-I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of
of Statefr the 19th November, transmitted under cover from St. Paul to the Deputy
Provinces,24th Collector of this Port.
December. It is very satisfactory to me to fInd that the Privy Coundil entirely

approves of my conduct under the trying circumstances in which I was
placed, on my entrance into the North-West Territories. The events and the difficulties
with which I have had to deal since the date of the letter to which your despàtch is a
reply, have been very fully detailed in the reports I have had the honor to forward to
you, and I hope my conduct may, in all these difficuit circumstances, be found to have
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equally deserved the approbation of lis Excellency in Council. Tb large dsetion and
"freedom of action," which alnost of necessity have beau allowed to me, I have endea-
voural toxercis tthe bes- of myT ability in the interests of the C.mtnIiaa Gavernent,
and for the maintenanc of tho authority of the Crown in this part of the Dominion.

It is not ea3y, amid the confusion and discomforts of camp life, and the building of
winter quarters on the Prairie in N'ovember, to make a clear andi adequate statement of
all the facts and circumstances which have, from day to day, formed the basis of judgrment,
or supplied the motives for action. I trust, however, that the papers, letters and reports
I have forwarded with my owa observations, have enabled the Privy Con-acil to
understand the difficulties of th- situation, if not in every case to pronounce as to the best
means available for overcoming them.

I enclose herewith (mirkel "2 A,") Colonel Dennis's first report, from his Head
Quarters, at the Stone Fort, 15 miles below Fort Garry. A reference te one of Mr.
Dawson's maps will show his position, and its relation to the other places mentioned in his
report. In my despatch of the 2nd inst., I statud the purpose for which he was sent, and
in general term-, the powrs I lad given him. It appears he found that the English and
Sootch half-breeds, andi the Indians of the mission, as well as a considerable number of
the French half-breeds were ripe for a movement in support of order and authority.
From a confidential report, by a person who had access to Riel's Council, I learn that the
news of this meven ant at the Stone Fort, andi the realing of my Proclamttion (which
was opportuely produced and reai in their meeting on Wedneslay) had a most tran-
quillizing effect. Reil said "this puts a diiferent face on the matter," and, as my informant
say s, "expressed mucl .oyalty." He appealed to the Engialish delegates (some of. whom
still renained in his convention to watch its proceedings) to "help them peaceably to get
their rights." The Einglisih demandel a statenent in writing off "what these riglits were."
The French said the7 must have an hour to consider. At the expiration of the hour they.
presented a paper, of which a copy is enclosed, marked "2 B." The Englisi refused t'o
.be parties te this demand, alleging that the Proclamation showed they had no right to
make it-that they must accept the new Goverament, and trust that ail they could justly
ask would be granted. 'Riel was indignant at their refus:d to join in a depatation to me,
with his ultimatum, and declared he would bear it himself. Nothing, however, was
decided up to Thursday at noon. Riel's armed guards were withdraw from the town after
the posting of the Proclamation, and alse from the store house containing the Government
provisions. Fort Gai ry was still held by a force of 30 or 40 men.

I enclose (paper '2 C.") a letter of a private character, from Mr. Mair, which men-
tiens some fu-thser particulars ; it also confirms some of the statements I have detailed on
the authority of their correspondents.

I feel very confident that this prompt display of vigour, and the determination to
assist, ani maintain by ferre, if need be, thc authority o. the new Government, from the
day and hour of its. expected birth, will inspire all the inhabitants of the Territory with
respect for your representative, and compel the traitors and conspirators to cry "Gd save
the Queen," or beat a hasty retreat. The "-Prim. e Conspirator" Stuttsman, as I anticipated
in m.y iast despatch, did not wait for Col. Dennis to get his hands upon him, but made his
appearance here the day after the Proclamation was issued, very subdued and crestfallen.

I notice the remark in your despatch that I can "claim or assert no authority in the
Hudson's Bay Territory, until the Queen's Proclamation reaches me through this (your)
office." If I had so read my Commission and the Acts of Parliament, the lebel Govern-
ment would have been formally inaugurated during the interregnum which must hav
occurrel between the 1st .DecembUr (which the Rebels as well as the Hudson's Bay

Cnpany's.agents knew and believed to be the date of the tiransfer, and the time when
yur miesseiger could reach me. He, probably, would have met me at St. Cloud or St.

Päui, if I hadi livei te get so far, with ne disposition or- powér to r.etur-n without an aiúy
at my baclk. You can judge from the tone of the American newspapers, ant thI action
of the L-gislature of Mianesotu ut its lat Session,,(extraet "2 D") to siy nothing of the
Feihs wlio hive theixemli l'riel leèr aiid at Fort Gàrry, lt adacilities wbild bà givén



for the transportation of a Canadian force in such an event as that stated. My conviction
is, that wa would have had to fight at a much later date, and at a great disadvaitage, a
vry sdfferent enemy frcm, that which now melts away lefore a Proclamation, and a
"Cânservator of the Peace."

I shall await the arrival of your messenger, before taking the oaths of office, or
perfJrnsig any but necessary acts for thc protection of life and property. I must trust
that the samé necessity will be my justification, if I have committed an error, in assuming
that the transfer of the Teritory to the Dominion, did actually take place on the 1st
Décember, and tat my Commission, came into force at th same time.

I have, &c.,
WV. McDOUGALL.

STONE FoRT, LowER SETTLEMENT,
December 2nd, 5 P.m.

Honorable Williav MIcDougall, C. B., Lieut-Governor, Penbina.

My DEAR MR. McDoJGALL,-I arrived at William Hallett's on the Assinniboine at
5 a.m. yesterJay morning, after a more than usually disagreeable trip. I immediately
sent up for. and * ,who came down shortly after. T
gathered, from their conversation, that there was little doubt that public sentiment would
now sustain a movement to put pown by force of arms the refractory French. At the
same time, it was clear that, personally, they deprecated a movement in that direction,
fearing that people like themselves, of large property, would suffar much 'injury, should
hostilities ensue. I found, of opinion, that the public Would now respond to a call.

I read1 my Commission, as also tie Proclamation, one of the English copies of wbich
I gave to Mr. * to be produce: at the mesting with the Insurgents, and then came
to the village.

On my way up, I should have mentionec, I spent a couple of hours with Mr, **
and was pleased to find that his views of the situation, as regards the feelings of his people,
had indergone considerable changes, so much so that he had been busying himself, for the
last few days, in visiting amoag his people, and making a list of those who were willing
to take un arms against Riel's party. These, he told me, amounted to ninety-six. I
arranged with him that, should I find the same feeling to exist among the Scotch and
English, I would let him know when he was to organize his men, and hold himself in
readiness for orders.

I found an uneasy and eicited state of feeling in the village. Dr. Schultz felt that
himself, and family, and property, so he told me, were in imminent danger, and advised
me not to be seen about tbe village, and to get out of it as soon as possible, or I vould
assuredly be made a prisoner. After seeing Mr. * and other Canadians, and showing
them my Commission, I left for the purpose of satisfying myself further as to public opinion
in the Settlement.

By this time it was 6 o'clock P.u., and I came. on, introduced myself to Mr. Flett,
the master of this Fort, showed him my Commission, and took possession. He was very
kind, and showed every desire io further the object in view; placed one large building
entirely at my disposal, and undertook at once to sec to the lighting and heating of it.

By eight o'clock there wre some 70 young inen assembled in a large room in an
up6e part of this building, and bue of the gentlemen gave them an hour's drill.

I read the Queen's Proclamation to themi which was enthusiastically received. À
guard for the Fort volunteered for the nighie from those present, which was increasel by
a reinforcement from Chief Prince's band of some 70 men to 120 men. I have sent the
Indians ho ne, all but 50, who, with the chief, I have retained for the present, to serve as
a permatecit kudd to the Fort. I proposed to avail myself of their services in that way,
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rather than by allowing the Indian element to be mixed up in any actual fighting just at
present.

There was an excellent feeling exhibited by these poor men. They cheered, and fired
off their guns enthusiastically, on being called upon to cheer the Queen, and a distribution
of provisions and tobacco sent them away happy.

The chief relieves his guard without the imposing ceremony observable among regular
soldiers; but I doubt not, nevertheleas, it will take a very active enemy to get into the Fort,
without the knowledge of the red-skinned sentries.

This place is capable of easy defence against anything but artillery, and it must have
been nothing but fear of arousing the English half-breeds that prevented its being seized
and occupied by the Insurgents.

I have taken pains to make known to-day, through the Settlenent, my presence here;
and that my intention is to raise a force from among the people with which to enforce a
restoration of public order, and I expect a response of from one to two hundred people
this evening, when I shpll commence to enrol and orgai-ize.

I find Major Boulton of great service, and have called in Mr. Hart's party,
with a view to using himself and other members of his party, who are all cadets, in drilling
and otherwise assisting.

I have ordered 20 fat cattle, which will be ready for use by Monday next, and will
have no difliculty in procuring other necessary supplies.

I have sent Mr. Webb, who is surveying up the Assinniboine, who is a volunteer
officer of very considerable experience, full instructions to proceed to the Portage withzut
delay, and there to organize four companies of 50 men each, equip and provision them, and
then report to me, drilling them, in the meantime, industriously. The other gentlemen
in his party, including Mr. Newcomb, are all cadets of the Military Schools, and I have,
therefore, directed him to take them up to assist him in drilling and organizing the
companies. i shall, fortunately, have a Military School man to command each of the
companies in the vhole force. The other and subordinate officers, I will let the men
select from among themselves.

The companies will be thrown into one battalion, of which I shall take the immediate
commnand, with Major Boulton as second.

I hope, and believe, your delivery from the, humiliating situation you are now in,
is a mere matter of a very short time. You had, therefore, better get things in
readiness to move in where you may be advised.

J sent Judge Black a request last evening that he would call upon me, and h
lias accordingly been here a good part of the day. I wished to consult him as to the
expediency of my proclaiming Martial Law in the Territory, so as to enable me to
seize upqn Stuttsman, who still remains at Winnipeg, no doubt aiding and abetting the
Rioters. The idea of such a thing seemed to frighten him, and he begged of me to
delay it for a day or two, as he thought there was a strong hope of the Council, still,
I suppose, in Segsion (as we have not heard the result) taking steps to dissolve the whole
thing. I agreed to the suggestion; but so soon as I may have a force to back me up,
without I am satisfied on consulting Mr. Ross that it would be undesirable, I shall take
that course.

Should we succeed in getting hold of the prime conspirator named, I shall put hlm
in a strong room in this place, under the charge of my friend Pima, the Indian Chief, and
his warriors, until he may be delivered by some due, but we shall hope, tedious course of
Law.

I should like to have ascertained the result of the Council referred to, before closing
this letter, but it is now six P.m. of the 2nd, and I am lotl te detain the messenger
longer, as I know your axiety to hear from me.

Believe me, dear Sir,

Sincerely yours,

J. S. DNNIs,



P.S.-I have written Mr. **** by this messenger, to notify his men, and then
come to me for orders; have also reported my arrival and intentions to Governor McTavish,
and sent him a copy of ry Commission.

J. S. P.

(2," B.">
WINNIPEG, December 9, 1869.

The Hon. Mr. McDougail,

Si,-Having received a letter from Colonel Dennis, from the Stone Fort, where
he arrived last night, instructing me to forward a report of the proceedings of Riel's
Council, I enclose the Resolutions passed by the French delegates, without any con-
currence from the English.-speaking portion of the Council.

came up this afternoon for volunteers, and collected all the Canadians, to the
number of about 22. Riel got wind of the movement, and has guards on the road
to Pembina, believing it to be an arrangement to bring yourself in. I am in hopes
they will reach the Stone Fort in safety.

Mr. Caldwell states that Riel's Council were deserting him, and that Twenty-four
hours would settle tho thing if no blood was spilled to-night.

The Rebels seized both of the printing offices, and the Proclamation had to be
written.

I have the honor to be, in great haste,

Your obedient Servant,

D. S. MusxiNs.

(2 "C.")-Wanting.
Copy of Resolutions referred to in the preceding.

1. The right to elect our own Legislature.
2. The Legislature to have the power to pass all laws local to the Territory over the

veto of the Executive, by a two-third vote.
3. No act of the Dominion Parliament (local to the Territory) to be binding upon

the people, until sanctioned by their representat'ves.
4. All sheriffs, magistrates, and school trustees, to be elected by the people.
5. A free homestead, and freehold law.
6. A portion of the public lands to be appropriated to the benefit of schools, the

building of roads, and parish buildings.
7. A guarantee to connect Winnipeg by Rail with the nearest lin . of Railroad; the

land grant for such road or roads to be subject to the Legislature of the Territory.
8. For a given number of years, all public expenses of the Territory, Civil, Military

and Municipal, to be paid out of the Dominion Treasury.
9. The Military to be composed of the people now existing in the Territory.
10. That the French and English languages be common in the Legislature and Courts,

and all public documents, and Acts of Legislature, be printed in both languages.
11. That the Judge of the Supreme Court speak French and English.
12. "-'ieaties to be concluded and ratified between the Government and the several

Tribes of Indians of the Territory, calculated to ensire peace on the Frontier.
13. That these rights be granted to us by Mr. McDougall before he be admitted into

the Country. If be have not the power himself to grant them, he must get an Act of
Parliament passed, expressly securing us those rights, and until such Act be obtained, stay
outside the boundary line of the Territory.



A PROPOSITION TO MR. McDOUGALL.

ST. PAUL " DAILY PIONEER," NOV. 21ST.

[2. D.]

The distinguished Canadian gentleman, now sojourning at Pembina, will probably
have leisure in his winter quarters to consider~thê best means of establishing his authority
at Selkirk, upon sure foundations. And it must now be apparent to a politician of his
astuteness, that it would have been wiser, simultaneously with the negotiation between
the Hudson's Bay Company and the Earl of Granville, to have consulted in some form the
wishes and feelings of the party most interested-namely, the people who have occupied
the Red River country for the last fifty years. Such a plebiscite would have had only one
result: the declaration woiild hove been almost unanimous for the Canadian connectioni
and, in that case, Ma. McDoUGALL would have gone forward with all the sanction ad

p-estige of the popular voice.
The Legislature of Minnesota were not wanting with a word of excellent advice on

this point. We find, by reference to the General Laws of the Tenth Session, under datô
cf March 8, 1868, that the following Resolutions were adopted and communicated to the
Government at Washington:

Resolved, By the Legislature of the State of Minnesota, * * That
we regret to be informed of a purpose to transfer the Territories between Minnesota and
Alaska to the Do:ninion of Canada, by an order in Cauncil at London, without a vote of
the people of Selkirk and the settlers upon the sources of the Saskatchewana River, who
largely consist of emigrants from the United States, and we would respectfully urge that
the President.and Congress of the United States shall represent to the Government of
Great Britain that'such action shall be an unwarrantable interference with the principle
of self government, and cannot be regarded with indifference by the peple of the United
States.

" That the Legislature of Minnesota would rejoice to be assured that the cession of
North-West British America to the United States, accompanied by the constructiôi of~a
Northern Pacific Railroad, are regarded by Great Britain and Canada as satisfactory
provisions of a treaty, vhich shall remove all grounds of controversy between the respective
countries."

These friendly suggestions failed to change the Anglo-Candian policy, and it now
remains for the Ottawa Ministry t determine whether it is not still expedient to authorize
some formal expression by the inhabitants of Selkirk. Perhaps, also, the Canadians
might find in the proposition of a cession of the North-West Territory to the United States,
a potent agericy to secura access to Amrnrican Markets, on terms even more satisfactory
than by the abrogated treaty of Jane, 1851. At present, even if Mr. McDOUGALL nakes
his way to Fort Gairry, this North-West acqusition, with its half-bresd and Inian
incumbrances, will be a burden and a suare to Canada; but if its transfer to the United
States, will assist to a commercial union with thie United States, will it not be bettèr, not
only for Canada, but even for the Honorable WILLIAm McDoUGALL him-sf; whom we
hereby nominate as the first United States Senator from Selkirk.

TZelegram.)

ST. PAuL, MINESou, December 1 >b, 13;9.

To Sir John A. Macdonald.

Report credited here, Governor McTavish nader arrest; situation grave, if not
britical; sympathy here wholly with insurgents not at all probable. .Can, take in my

rlitten documents frosti Ottawa; to meet this would strengthen my hands considerably,
ad not clash with McDougall's Commission ; if appointed to Privy -Council, say eight



(8) days bence. This I ask not on personal grounds, but as giving assurance to malcontents

that promises male on the part of Governmen would be performe in goo:1 faith. Be

assured will not compromise Government; will be in advance of Thibault and De

Salaberry; answer immediately telegram to Kittson ; assant or dissent. Operator,
mark on the envelope. Private and confidential.

DoNALD A. SMITH.

OTTAwA, December 17th, 189.
PRIVATE.

To N. W. Kittson?, St. Paul, Afinnesota.

Smith canl state his appointment as one of the Cauncil of Territory, and inforta
McDougall to that effect.

JoII.-. A. MACDOÀI.;LD.

(Telegraem.)
TonorTo, 201h December, 1869.

To Sir John A. Macdonald.

I have just received the following message fromn St. Paul, just as rceived, and am
informed, at same time, that the news is from Insurgent saurces, which it is quite evident
is the case.

H. P. DWIGÈT.

ST. PAUn, \Mitnsssor, 20th December.

'News just received that a conpany of mounted Insargents arriva at the Hudson's
Bay Company's Fort, near Pembina on the night of the 9thà instant, and took
possession on the lOth. The greator part of MDoagil's agents anJ enissaries,
including Schultz, Bowen, and Hallet, hava b n capture . Calonel Denis is
skulking about until he can reach A mericn Territory, McDougail is absolutely
without even a factioa save sone fity Swamnp Iadians, tie Blane having deserted.
Another carrespondent says : Efforts of Colonel Dannis to organis a counter revolution
have failed. The whole population is a unit. Schultz, Bowen, Maor Wallace, and fifty
others, are prisoners; no bloo i shel. The Frenci una1er Ril are in ucdispatel possession
of the whole country. There are sixty Swamp Indians yet in the Lower Fort who are
not intrefered with because considered harmless. It in said McDougall is preparing to
come back.. Another says, James McKay and family have fie:i to St. Joseph,, on the
seventh (7th) instant, when the prisoners werc takn, mare than 600 insurgents were
occupying Fort Garry. The prisoners were all taken at Dr. Sehultz's and armed for a *
fight. Colonel Dennis hàs fLed.

(T'elegraeph.)

ToxoNTo, December 20th, 1869.
To Sir John A. Mlazdonal.

I have just reeived the following from St. Paul. Red River mih arrive atPembin from
Fort Garry by Britih a -il C rrier from Pembinas to Absrcrombil, twice a week by messeritet,
end from Abercrombbia tO St. Cloud, tnie a voek by st:go, and thence by r îilroad, arrivibg
lere every Wednesd:y and S eturd iy. Rturain:r, it sometims shppans m 113 f-il to connect
at Pembina, throwing them over three days. Mail leaves St. Paul for 'Abercrombie every

12a-11
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Monday and'Wednesday andi Fridaiy morning, thenca North. I have had an interview with
cca'ring the troubl<. I bas, no faith in

reports that McDougall is raising an Indian force, or that he is attempting to enter the country
by force.' Ha says the maiss of the intellig-ent Rad River inhabitaints feel that Canadian
Government bas ignored them to great extent, and that the recant actions of those representing
Canada here, tendd to strengthen the feeling, and that thii is the reason there is so little
enthusiasm or strength aniifested by p ,rty who favor McDougall. He thinks reasonable
concessions on thé part of Can sda Governeut would quiet the Rebals, and, he believes if
Governor McDougall were given an opportunity to explhin his mission and state bis case, the
opposition to him would cease and bloodshed b. pravented; but at present the insurgents,
who are chiefly buffalo hunters in the suInmIr, and out of employment during greater part of
winter, are not in right mood to listen to Governor McDougall or hold interview with him.
He believes great miss of latters published bore are from friends of insurrection, and « due
allowance should b therefore made. General Haneock, I understand, will send no troopa to
Pembina unless he receives positive inform tion that hostilities have broken out, and that the
Amrie. settlers on frontier are in d anger of b3ing troubled by Indians. It is generally
believed here that the miils at Pembina are toampered with, and suspicion that the Postmaster
at that place sympathizes with, and favors the insurgents.

H. P. DWIGHT

(T'elegraph.)
TORONTo, 21s December, 1869.

To Sir John A. Mfacdonald.

When news of difficulty first reached us, I sent a telegriam to Governor MeDougall,
Pembina, viâ St. Paul, suggesting that ho should mil to St. Paul or St. Cloud, to be
telegraphed me, any information which might be of public interest. I have just received the
following ; sig'ned, W. M. D.

PEMIBINA, December 9th, viâ St. Cloud, Minn.

The Governor and party are still here; Colonel Dennis is at Stone Fort, below Fort
Garry, it is said hc has seven hundred (700) mon and fifty (50) Indians. Riel said to have
two or three hundred (200 or 300) man, French, in Fort G irry; no actual ecllision yet.
Governor does not believe will be any fighting. Eaglish and Scotch Canadians and Indians
are ail loyal, and will fight if necessary to put down Riel. Americ ans here frightened at
prospects of Indian war. Story that Sioux are on the war poth. The same persons who
advised half-breeds to keep out Governor, now urge him to stop Indian war, and threaten him
if he don't. H1e bas had interview with those persons, and told them he had not authorised
Indians, but those who kindled the fire must help to put it out. Charged them with inter-
cepting Lis messages and thus preventing people knowing bis wishes. Weather, fine, snow
falling to day about ecight inches deep.

H. P. DWIGHT.

(T'elegraph.)
ToRnoNTo, December 21st, 1869.

To Sir John A. Mlfacdonald.

Further reports tbrough,insurgent sources from Pembina say, that Schultz, Bown, Mair,
and Ross wore arrested, that Dennis was getting out of th- way with bis force, and that
insurgents were to watch McDougall's movements from the Fort, opposite Pembina.

H. P. DWIGaT.
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TORONTo, December 23rd, 1869.
To Sir Joln A. Ilfacdo-nald.

There is a letter published this morning Li the Btfîdo Express, sigied John Bannister,
U.S.A., Fort Abercrombie, Dccembar fourteenth, in which the writer says: "I am expecting
orders every day to proceed to Pembina, with a detcbment of soldiers to protect Government
property at that place, and to look after Governor McDougall. It having been reported here
that he has been enlisting troops on American soil for the purpose of forcing his way to Fort
Garry, which is to be the head quarters of his Government. If he can get there."

Il. P. DWIGHT.

(Telegraphe.)

SIMCOE, December 20th, 1869.
To Sir John A. Macdonald.

Beware, Sioux hereditary enemy of the Chippewas, Crees, Red River settlers, and the
Assinniboine. McDngall entering that country under Sioux auspices, places the Government
against those they would concili ite. Complication arising of a disastrous nature, and such as
I was afraid would occur, levying unauthorised war ouglt to be put a stop to at once, if
success attends Mr. MeDougall, in the first instance, the hostile feeling will remain.

JAMEs ERMATINGER.

OTTAWA, December 27th, 1869.
James Ermatinjer, Esq., Simcoe.

Mr DEAR Sie,-Nobody here has any idea of employing- the Sioux in the Red River
country.

Yours truly,
JOSEPHa HOWE.

(Telegraeph.)

TORONTO, January 14th, 1870.
To Sir John A. Mallcdonxld.

Georgetown, Minnesota, ith, St. Cloud, 13th, Dr. Tupper, Captain Cameron and Mrs.
Cameron returned here I st p.m. Father Thib tult and Da S d ibarry were to have an audience
with the Couni.1 to explain matters. Dr. Tupper was two (2) dalys in Fort Garry. 800
hlf-breeds had joined Riel's stand1ird. Rumored that l arge numbe2r Sioux on way to Fort
Garry. All Canadian parties still imprisoned, and no sign of their being released.

H. P. DwIrar

DEPARTMENT or SEORETARY OF STATZ FOR TUE PRovisczs,
OTrAWA, 24th December, 1869.

To the Hon. Wm. McDougall, C.B.
Pemins.

Sin,--Your daspatch, datei Pambina, 2nd Da cembre, and ius enciosures A ani B,
reacied this office on the 18th instant, and wera promptly laid blefore the Governor
General in Council.

As it would appear from thése documents that you have useýd- the Queen's name
without her authority-atributed to Her Majesty acts which she has not yet performed-
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and organized an arm-d force within the Territory of thLe Hudsc's Bay Company,
without warrant or instructins, m am coinmanled to assure you that the grave occurrences

which you report have ozcasionod here grcat anxiety.
The ex:bion of military fore agaiast the misguiled peopl3 now ia ar:ns, even if

ender the sanction of law, was not to be hastiiy risced, considering the fearful consequences
which might ensue, were the Indians, many of them but recently in contact with the
white inhubitants of thc nighoarin; Sttes, draxwa into thc cnlieb. Bat a3 the
organizition and use of such a fo by you was, unir the circumstances, entirely
illegal, the Governor Goneral and .Council cannot disguise from you the weight of
responsibility you have incurred.

Acting on the belief that the country would be quietly transferred, with the general
assent of the inhabitants, all the preparatory arrangements were made, as you were aware,
in anticipation that, on or about the lst December, the Territory would be surrendered by
the Company to the Que3n, and that thereupon, Her Majesty would issue Her Proclamation,

ftxing a day for the Union of the country with Canada.
The Proclamation, when offiislly communicated to you, would enable you, under the

Commission ani authority given in anticipation of that event, to enter legally, upon the
appointed day, on the discharge of your officiai duties as Governor of the North West.

In the C.mmisioa issue d on the 28ti S -pte:bar, you were e:powered to enter upon

the duties of Government, only - on, from, and after the daiy to be named " in the Queen's
Proclamation ; and in the instructions hanrded to you vith the Commission, you are
directed to proceed to Fort Garry, and I be readly to assume the Government of the
Territories on their actual transfer to C tanla."

That you clearly understood this limitation of authority was hoped from your letter
from Pemina, of the 7th November, addressed to Governor McTavish, and communicated
to this Department, in vhich you say " I shall remain here until I hear officially of the
transfer of authority, and shall then be guided by circumstances as to what I shall say and
do," and because, in your letter of the 14th Noveinber, addressed to this Department, you
thus refer to some inj udicious proposal made by your friends : "the recommendation that
I should issue a Proclamation, is not made for the first time, but I have uniformly replied
that until the transfer of the Territory has taken place, and I am notified of the fact, I
shall not assume any of the responsililities of Government."

The peaceful surrender of the country was assumed throughout the negotiations, and
this Government never claime 1 or pretended to exercise any authority within North West,
uetil invested -with the Sovereignty by the terms of the Queen's Proclamation.

The transfer of l h- Territories vould, no doubt, have been proclaimed on or about
the lst December, hadi not your report of the 31st October, and the documents which
accompanied it, changed the whole possition of aflairs, and thrown upon this Government
grave responsibilities of a very novel character. In those papers you represented that
serious obstruction had been opposed to your entrance into the country, that a large mumber
of persons were opposel to hie establishment of the authority of the Dominion, that
a Provisional Government had bcea formied, and the roads barricaded and guarded. That
some of the Catholic Clergy were openly abetting these movements, and that the officers
of the Hudson's Bay Company, if not aiding the revolutionists, were unable to control
them.

Your despatch was received here on the 19th November, and on the 26th those of the
5t4 and ith came to hand, from which it appeared that the insurrectionary movement
had still continued without check, and that the HIudson's Bay Officers were powerless, and
that you lad been driven ont of the country.

The facts disclosed in these despatches entirely changed the basis upon which the
negotiations, in perfect good faith on the part of the Dominion, bad, up to that time,
been conducted with the Hudson's Pay Company, and with the Imperial Government.

If, with the facts before. ti em, the Canadian Government accepted the responsibility
of governing, or rather, assuming the Government of a country that could only be

reoovered by conquest, at a vast distance from the base of operations, and which, for many
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nonths, could only be approached through the United Statès, they conld hardly justify au
act of such precipitancy to ParLiament and the country ; while it is equally clear that if
you were invested wiih the legal title to govern without being able to get into Rupert's Land,
or exercise aiy authority, the ravolutionary Governm-nt would be streng'h>ned by your
weakness, and would, in fact, (the Proclamation having superseded Governor McTavish)
be the only Government in the Territory until put down by force of arms.

It was a matter of necessity then, rather than choica, to delay the issue of the Queen's
Proclamation, and it was assumed hare that the necessity would be as apparent to you as
it was to the Privy Council.

To postpone the fur:ender by the Company until it was able to transfer, not only its
own rights, but the Territory itself, to Her Majesty; to stay the issu- of the Qoeen's
Proclamation, and to leave with the Hudson's Bay Company and the Imperial (Gviernment
the obligation of enforcing order, and asserting the rights of thse Sovereign, was the
first duty of this Government; and the Governor General and Council had hoped that this
would be as obvious to you as to them.

They had another duty, and to that they addressed themselves without delay. It
was to disabuse the minds of the people of Rupert's Land of the erroneus impressions
under which, there was too much reason to fear, that they had acted, and to restore tran-
quillity by peaceful means. The measures taken with this view were explained to you in
my dispatches of the 19th and 20th November, and of the 7th, Sth, 10th, 1 1th, and 17th
December. In none of these despatches will there be found any warrant or authoaity for
the proceedings reported in your despatel of the 2nd December. It ls to be regretted
that they had not reached you sooner ; but the sanguine hope is entertained here that, if
no collisions have taken place, or blood been shed till you have read those despatches, and
conferred with the gentlemen who have been sent to Red River, matters may yet vear a
more cheerful aspect, and the Government of the Territory be assumed with some guarantee
for order, and with all the formalities of law. Whether this hope is reaIlised or not, your
duty is plain ; and I am commanded by his Excellency to instruct you to remain at
Pembina until you can get peaceable access to Fort Garry, with the assent, and under the
protection of the ludson's Bay Company authoriies ; that you are to take every means
of removing the misapprehensions that exist in the minds of the residents, by explanations
and otherwise ; and that you are to exercise no acts of authority on behalf, or in the
name, of the Government of Canada, until officially informed that the Queeun's Proclama-
tion ha, issued, and until you shall have assumed the Government, and taken the oaths
of office, on or after the day fixed in it for the union of the countries.

As the course of action proposed by you in your despetch of the 2nd December was
to be carried out before an answer could possibly reach you. I have delayed replying for
some days, in order to learn, if possible, the result of your policy ; but. the receipt of your
despatch of the 6th instant, vhich reachsed me on the 23rd with its enclosures, 2A, 2B, and
2e; andI tie cours. taken by Col. Dennis, as described in those papers, make it necessary,
without further delay, to send this despatch by a special messenger.

I wish I could inform you, that this report had entirely relieved the Governor General and
Council from the anxiety already expressed. It is true that no blood had been shed up to
the 6th, and you had not cairried out your intention of occupying the Stockade near Pembina
with an armed party, but the proceedings of Colonel Dennis, as reported by himself, are so
reckless and extraordin1ry, that there c n be no relief from sclicitude here while an officer so
imprudent is acting under your authority.

Had the inhabitants of Rupert's Land, on the breaking out of the disturbances, risen and
put an end to them, or had Governor McTavish organized a frrce to occupy his Forts, and
maint le his authority, all would have been well, and Riel and his people would have been
responsible for any bloodshed or property destroyed. But Colonel Dennis, with no legal
authority, proceeds to seize the Fort, then in possession, not of the insurgents, but of the
Hudson's B iy Company, and to garrison it with a mixed force of Whites and Indians, and
proposesto give b tie ta the insurgents, should a junction be formed with some forces which
he has ordered to be drilled on the Assinniboine. He appears never ta have thought that
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the moment war comnienced, all the white inhabitants would b at the mercy of the Indians,
by whom they arc largely outnumnbared, and, dividd as they would b, might b casily over-
powered.

It is imnpossible to raad the Colonel's account of his attempt to persuade Judge Bl'ck to
aid him in procliiming marti-l lhw, without strong feelings of regiet, that you should have
been represented, in the settIlements, by a person with so little discretion. It is no wonder
that Judge Blcek wrs " frightened " at the proposal, as he must have known that Colonel
Dennis would have to answer, at the bar of justice, for every life lost by such an assumption
of authority, and that the illegal seizure of an American citizen, would at once provoke inter-
fcrence in the quarrel, and lead to very serious complications.

I have, &c.,

JOSEPH HoWE.

PEMlNA, Dcember 8th, 1869.
The Hon. Joseph Howe, Secretary of State,

Ottawa.
Received by SIR,-I have the honor to inform you that no message or messenger from

the Secretary Fort Garry or from Colonel Dennis, has reached me since my despatch on theof Strtte forthe
Provinces, 25th 6th inst. A rumor is current herc, b-ased on a statement of the mail c arrier
December. who only travels half the distance to Fort Garry), that there were 600 men
under Colonel Dennis at the Stonc Fort, and 300 ander Riel at Fort Garry. As some of
us received letters by the l-st m il from the north, I infer that the road, or some part of it,
was, up to Sunday at least, under the control of Riel. I did not expect that Colonel Dennis
would move from the Lower Fort until the people at the " Portage " had joined hin, which
could not well have bien accomplished before Monday or Tuesday. I ,m not therefore sur-

prised to find the road still obstructed between this phe and Fort Garry.
On Monday l ist, Mr. Richards, who lodged with a Mr. Rolette, Deputy U.S. Marshal,

at Pembina, reported to me that the officias and residents of the village were very much
excited, in consequence of a rumour that the Indians were being armed by the Loyalists, and
that the aid of the Sioux had been souglht by soame of the C.anadianas at Fort Garry. Knowing
that the Indians had refused to joined Riel's party, and that the Sioux would like an excuse
for attacking tbem, and knowing also that we were aware of the complicity of some of them
in the outbreak, it was natural that they should b alarmed by such a rumour. I had pre-
viously heard of their attenapts to organize a force for the purpose of attecking us in our
a winter quarters," ostensibly for the purpose of " driving us out of the country," but really,

I have no doubt, with a murderous intent. I had private information of the designs of two
or three desperadoes and ouiliaws, who have found it convenient to reside in the neighbour-
hood, and who are concerned in thc present movement. They had bccome aware of Colonel
Dennis's occupation of the Stone Fort, and of the determination of.the English and Scotch
half-breeds to resist Riel's p ,riy. and they feared for their own safety. They pretended to
believe that I had given orders to employ tle Indi.ans, and tbey threatened immediate re-
prisals unless I revoked the supposed order. Mr. Richards was much alarned by these threats,
and suggested the imnediate return to Fort Abercrombie, of the females and children. While
this was humane, I felt it was not politie, and at the moment not a practical suggestion.
We had not yet constructed a sufficient number of sleighs for the journey, although they were
in process cf construction. I therefore determined to go down to the village, and have a con-
ference with the ofcia, who, I knew, woculd soon make lown the result to those more
deeply implicated in the conapir ey. I took Messrs. Richards, Provencher and my son -with
me, and drove to the Custom House. Mr Nelson, the Deputy Collcetor,, is a very intelligent
and respectable perron, and, I have reason to believe, hes kept limself aloof from Stuttsman
and his cn--onepir'tors. I found some of these in his ofe" cvidenaly much alirmcd, and by
no means in a friendly mood towarls me. I ,t once expl ined the object of ny visit, and
requested that the Postmaster and other ofici l persQns in the neiglhbouhood should be
assembled. This was soon done, and I frankly explained their situation and my own as I
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understood it. The enelosed lbtter (13 A"), which I afterward3 addressad to Mr. Nelson,
sufficiently details wha.t took plhce at this interview.

I found on enquiry, the next d'y, that Mr. N alson ad one or two of bi3 neighbours
were raassured by the stattements and expl mations I had given them, and expressed themselves
pleased with my candour and firmness. Stuttnaman and Rolette, howeover, were still talking
of taking vengeance. Messrs. Richards, Provencher and Bagg having removed to my bouse,
we established a military régime, and prepired to rasist an attîack from any quarter. We
kept watch by day and by night, and had aill our arms ready for action. Not having heard
from Colonel Dannis since the date of his report, forwarded with my last desp-1teh, I deferred
my proposed removal from American Territory, but kept up daily communication with the
Hudson B:y Company's Post.

I enclose (paper "3 B ") a translated copy of a letter received two or three days since
by Mr Provencher, froma, as he supposes, the Roman Catholic priest as Scratching River. It
is without signature, and is evidently intended to frighten us away. But we feel that our
dep rture for Canada at the present juncture, much to bu approved on personal grounds, would
ba fatal to the retention ofthe North West as a part of the Dominion, and with tlat view of
the case, we have determined at all hazards, to remain a little longer, in the hope of a peaceful
solution of the present difficulty.

The friendly disposition of the Indians if this Territory to us, vnd their antipathy to the
Americans, is the great anchor by wlich we shall bz enabled to hold it. While they are with
us, and properly handled, no enemy from the south can ever venture into these great plains.
This fact is fully comprehended by the military authorities ut Washington, as well as by the
Fenians in New York. Gre it efforts wera mada by the leaders of the prasent conspiracy to
secure an alliance with the Indians, especially with the bands in the neighbourhood of Red
River, before taking the field. Their first step was to persuade them to make demands upon
me of such a character that compliance would be impossible, and thus create a casus belli
between the New Government and the Indians at the very out sat. With this view they kept
Chief Ke-wi-ta-osh, and a part of his band in and about Pembina for some weeks--much
longer than they had baîrgained for-to meet me at the boundary line, and to present these
demands. I have already in my report of the 29th Novembcr referred to the publication of
the Yankton D..kotian of the letter prepared for the Indians by American plotters here, but
repudiated by the Indians as soon as they understood its purport. I observe that this letter
has appeared in several Canadian Newspapers, and no doubt bas attracted the attention of the
Privy Council.

The next step was a summons to the chiefs of the large bauds to meet Riel and his
confederates at Riviére SALE for consultation .and treaty, with a view to an armed alliance
against us. The chiefs, "Fox" and "GROS OREILLE" obeyel the summons, but though
tempted by very large promises, they wisely and promptly refused to join or aid the
half-breed movement, but intimated to our friends that they would be ready to obey a
summons from the authorities.

In these circumstances it vas fIelt to be a wise, as well as a loyal and humana policy
to threaten the insurgents and their annexation leaders with au Indian as well as a civil
war, if they persisted'in their rebellious designs. The alarm, real or pretended, of the
neutral and respectable people-few though they are-in this settlement, as well as the
exasperations and murderous threats of the conspirators themselves, show the power of
the engine that .they believe bas been vorked. I believe they havo called for troops
from the nearest American Post (Fort Abercrombie) to protect them from the dreaded
Sioux. I may had-that smali bands of the Sioux have lately been seen, only three or
four days' journey from here. Two Chippewa Indians, and a half-bred boy, who had
gone towards Pembina Mountain, on a hunting expedition, vere mat by six Sioux, who,
pretending friendship, suddenly rushed upon the carts of the Chippeawas, seized their
arms, and fired upon then. One of the Indians fell dead, the boy ran, apparently
woundAd, while the othr escapei unhurt, and rauning for his life toward this place,
came to the Hudson Bay Company's Post nearly exhausted with hunger and cold,
They belonged to the Kewitaosh's band, and, I hear, that according to Indian custom, a
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war party ha- started out to recover the carts and the wounded boy, and to avenge the
death of one of their warriors. These attacks and reprisals by hunting parties of the
two tribes are not uncomaon ; but the j>resent case shows a degree of boldness on the
part of the Sioux, and a propensity to travel north instead of vest, which are not
pleasant to the imagination of our frontier neighbours. I could not refrain from telling
them at our meeting, an Monday evening, when the desperate character of the Sioux
was portrayed to me, and I was urged to give immediate orders to the loyal settlers
not to accept the help of Indians-that the possible consequences of an Indian war
ought to have been thought of by some people in the neighbourhood of Pembina a few
weeks ago. The remark was delivered in a serious tone, and with the proper emphasis,
and was received in solemn silence. The shot took effect, and seeing they could not
frighten me into issuing orders dictated by them, they expressed themselves satisfied with
my declaration, as reported in niy letter to Mr. Nelson.

1 waited for two days and nights after this interview, anxiously expecting a second
report froma Colonel Dennis, which Ihoped would inform me of the dispersion of Riel and
his party, or of a joint deputation to me, and an armistice in th.- mean time. But as none
came, and as the story of the employment of the Indians might, though untrue,
except as to Prince's band, grow into truth, by its own circulation, I thought it well to
address a letter ("3 C.") t,> Colonel Dennis on the subject and 'entrusted it to the mail,
under cover of Mr. Nelson's envelope. I instructed the messenger to allow Mr. Nelson
to read it before he sealed the letter, in order to convince him of my desire to avoid, as
long as passible, an appeal to the Indians.

I received a note from General Hunt, who commands at Fort Abercrombîe,
informing me that he cculd not find storage for my goods in the fort, but he was
informed that Mr. McCauley, a merchant there, would store then and apply to him for
protection, if (which he did not think likely), any one attempted to molest them. I have
also heard from the person sent to remove the arms, &c., from Georgetown, of theii- safe
arrival at Fort Abercrombie.

THURDAY, 9th.
I have just heard as 1 was closing this dispatch, that two messengers from the

Settlement have been intercepted near this, and their papers taken from them, by
Stuttsman and Company, or half-breeds employed by them ; I am taking measures to
make this operation unavailing for the future.

I have, &c.,
Wu. McDOUGALB.

(3 A.)
HUnsoae BAY CoPAm's PosT, PEMBINA,

Sth December, 1869.
N. E. Nelson, Esq., Deputy Collector of Customs,

Pembina.

DEAR Si,-I think it my duty to you as well as ta myself, to put in writing, though
not formally or officially, the principal point of our conversation on Monday evening lasti
Serious events and complications may possibly arise out of the disturbances which
unfortunately still prevail at the Red River Settlement.

Exaggerated, and I fear, in some cases, wilfully false statements as to the extent,
origin, aim and tendency of these disturbances, have been spread far and vide through
the American Press, on the alleged authority of persons living in this vicinity. I have
some apprehension that the interview of last Monday evening, and the statements made
and views expressed on both sides may be misrepresented through the same channels, and
therefore, I take the precaution, while the matter is fresh in our muds, ta set down the
material points of our conversation.

Mr. Richards having reported to. me that you had expressed great apprehensiöàa
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that an Indian war and consequent danger to the lives and property of American citizens
in this Territory would grow out of the efforts of the Magistrates and loyal people of Red
River Settlement to disperse the armed half-breeds under Riel, and that you seem to
think I might by some exercise of authority prevent or lessen the danger of these conse-
quences, I thought it only due to you as the principal officer of the American Government
at this Post, to confer immediately with you. Living for the moment under the protection
of American law, I could not be indifferent to the wishes of one of its most efficient,
honorable, and obliging administrators.

I proceeded to your office about 5 o'clock p.m. (of the 6th inst.), and explaining why
I hac come, requested the presence of the other officials of the place. Mr. Cavelier, the
Postmaster, J. Rolette, one of your officers ; J. Rolette, his fither, who I understand is
or acts as Deputy Marshall ; Mr. Harrison, Justice of the Peace ; Mr. Lemay, Ex-Collector,
and three or four other residents of the village were present. Mr. Richards, Mr.
Provencher and my son were present with me.

After you had finished writing a letter, on which you were engaged when I entered
your office, I directed my renarks to you, and stated that Mr. Richards having reported
to me your apprehensions, as already mentioned, I wished to explain the legal position of
affairs in the North-West Territoties. I stated that on the 1st December, the powers f
Government passedfrom the Hudson's Bay Company and its ofEicers, to the representative
of Ier Majesty the Queen, appointed by the Governor General of the Dominion. That
was the result of various Acts of Parliament and the proceedings lawfully had under
them,-that I had been commissioned and empowered to represent the Crown as Lieutenant
Governor, but while on my wa.y to Fort Garry, before the transfer had taken place, I was
met and ordered away from the Territory by a body of armed men, acting without, and
as I subsequently learned, in defiance of authority ; that I had remained on American
soi, under protection of American law up to the present time ; that the Proclamations
announcing the change in the Government and notifying public officers, &c., of the fact
were executed at the Hudson's Bay Post, on British soil, and that I had not done and did
not intend to do any official Act except when in m'y own jurisdiction. That the movements
of the loyal people of the Territory against the rioters under Riel were in a great degree
spontaneous and under the direction of local authorities " Conservators of the Peace "
exercising only civil power. I stated that, in every civilized community the Magistrate
and Peace Officer, has power to raise the posse comitatus or whatever force he needs, to
put down mobs and riots, acting in breach of the public peace, and that so far as I knew,
or had sanctioned, this was the only " war " now going on. That I had not authorized the
employment of Indians, and except in the last resort, did not intend to do so ; that I had
received messages from several chiefs, expressing disapproval of the conduct of the French
half-breeds under Riel, and offering their services in the cause of law and order ; that I
Ead sent verbal and brief replies, thanking them for their good Vill, evading the offer of
service, and putting off the questions they wished to consult me about until my arrival
at Foit Garry ; and tEat to be frank and explicit, having seen what I had in the press, and
having heard of various expressions and actions by ;ersons who I knewv were listening to
me, I must give it as my deliberate judgment, that those white persons on both sides of
the line, who had advised, countenanced, and aided the lawlews outbreaks of the French
half-breeds and had rejoiced at their success in keeping out of the Territory, the represen-
tative of authority and law and the only power which the Indians would be likely te
obey or respect, will be held responsible before God and man for any destruction of life or
property that may result.

You stated that you had given no countenance to the half-breed movement-had
expressed no opinion one way or the other, but had performed the duties of your office
'with strict impartiality-that you deprecated the putting of arms in the hands cf Indians
or raising them in any civil contest, and were much concerned when you heard that they
were being employed by the authorities in the settlement, and you questioned whether,
if I had authorised it, I had not violated the laws of neutrality. That you were glad to
hear me say I had not doue so, and hoped I would exert ny authority to prevent it.

12a--12
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I at once acknowledged your fair and honorable conduct, and my belief that you had
neither said nor done anything to provoke or encourage the lawless proceedings of the
half-breeds, but I said, I feared there were others, on the American side of the line, of
whom the same thing could not be said. That as to using my authority to restore order
and restrain the dangerous elements of the country, that was the very thing I was trying
to do, b> as I had no sufficient force at my command to overcome the armed men who
had barricaded the road, I was unable to use my authority in the most effective way, and
the local magistrates and officers were therefore leftto their own judgment as to the use of
meaus, and it would be very unreasonable to hold me responsible for their acts until I
had an opportunity of controlling or preventing them.

Mr. Cavelier, Postmaster, asked me if I did not know that Dr. Schultz had sent-one
"Shernan " with goods of a certain kind,-to the Sioux in the vicinity of Turtle Mountain,
and that the purpose was, to use them against Eiel's party. I said I had not heard of
any such thing ; and, moreover, did not believe it. I thought Dr. Schultz tee sensible a
nan-believed lie had too much at stake to incur any risk so dangerous. Mr. Cavelier
said, lie knew the statement w-as true, and in reference to my remark as to Dr. Schultz's
position, said he was a reckless and selfish man, whose doctrine was that " you couldtrust
no one as a friend, except so far as interest moved him," &c,, &c.,-that -' Sherman was an
outlaw, dared not come into American Territory, and would be hanged if he did. That the
Sioux referred to were not yet reconciled to the Government, and would not hesitate to
murder American citizens, if they were encouraged by such a man as Sherman to do
se," &c., &c.

Mr. Lemay remarked with much emphasis, that if the Indians took part in the war,
as lie called it, my life would not be safe for five minutes. Mr. Harrison added, taat in
such an event, I and my party would find ourselves in the houest place we had ever been
in, &c. Mr. Lemay wanted an explicit answer to his question, whether in any case I
would countenance or authorize the use of Indians. I declined to make any statement of
what I would or would not do, when E assumed the functions of my office, but that I had
not authorized and did net wish to employ even half breeds in warlike operations. That
I was a good deal startled by the statement of Mr. Cavelier, in regard to the Sioux at
Turtle Mountain, and I enquired whether tiey lived in Anerican or British Territory.
Mr. Cavelier said, they were sometimes on one side and sometimes on the other side, but
were known to be hostile to Americans. After some further general remarks I concluded
my interview by observing that in view of the dangerous positionwe were all in, I thought
the best thing we could do was to restore order and authority at Red River Settlement as
soon as possible, and I believed the persons were then in the room or immediate neighbor-
hood who could do it, and that at all events, that was my duty and mission, and to the
bestof my power:and ability I intended to execute. To Mr. Lemay's and Mr. Harris-
on's remarks,-some will call it a threat-that if Indians, whom I have never seen, and
am in no way responsible for, should go to war, my life would not last five minutes, I
replied that such an observation or possibility would not affect my action or course in the
least. I had accepted an important office, knowing well its perils, but. I meant to do
my duty regardless of all personal considerations. I was but one man, and after me would
come another, and perhaps one better skilled in the operations of war. I had come to
cultivate the arts of peace, to establish telegraph lines, build roads and encourage
enigration. and organize a civilized community. But those who thought it would serve
their purpose better to stir up disorder and riot among the French half-breeds, next to the
Indian the most dangerous element in the country, must not imagine that they can transfer
to me the responsibility of a conflagration which they have fanned if they have not
kindled.

The above is the substance of what was .said in your office in the presence of the
principal inhabitants of the village, and which I desire to remain of record in your
hands.

Since my conversation with you, I have 'heard some statements, which I deem it
proper to mention in connection with the foregoing, I ara told that a persoi to WhQm 1
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entrusted copies of a Proclamation, continuing and confirming the authority of all Peace

and other officers, was arrested on British Territory by two American citizens living in
this vicinity, and that these papers w ere taken from him without law or authority, and
in violation of their duty as persons under a temporary allegiance to the Sovereign of the

country in which they were travelling. If this outrage has been committed, as reported
to me, by those in whose behalf I am asked to exercise my authority over the Indians,
I ask you, sir, how am I to get my orders obeyed if they are not allowed to reach those to

whom they are addressedcl I can assure you that the persons who have sought to confer
with me from the settlement, official as,well as unofficial, have experienced little difficulty
and felt no -serious apprehension of obstruction or danger till they approached the
American border, and their fears were, not that they would be interrupted on their
peaceful and lawful visits bylIndians or half-breeds, but by white men, one of whom
at least, is' an official under your direction.

It is in evidence before me, that the person alluded to has been endeavouring to
incite the half-breeds and others hereabouts, " to drive me and my party out of the
country." I can hardly suppose that these are done, and threats made, by the son of a
Deputy Marshall, and an employé of the Customs Department of the Jnited States,
wvithout the knowledge and approval of some one higher in authority. Do not suppose
for a moment that I imagine you have countenanced or will countenance the acts or
threats of your subordinate, but it is well you should ask now what has been communi-
cated to me respecting him.

I send you the enclosed letter addressed to Colonel Dennis in the hope that you may
find some means of forwarding it safely. Perhaps you can address it under cover to some
one at Fort Garry who will be able to place it in his hands. You will see by the contents,
which I have left for your (private) perusal, that my wishes and orders are against the
employment of Indians in the present crisis. I shall send a duplicate of the order by the
first opportunity, but as my letters have been so often tampered with, I cannot trust the
regular post. A letter Laddressed by you, and to an unsuspected correspondent might
reach its destination more speedily and safely.

In conclusion, let me add that in the event of a " raid " upon this settlement by the
Sioux Indians, you and any other Americah citizens placing yourselves under my protec-
tion may rely upon it, that all the influence and aouthority of my office, and all the means
of defence at my command, will be put forth in your behalf. If that office and authority
are as potent with the Indians on the British side of the line as some of the gentlemen
present at our interviev admitted them to be, the threatened danger will be averted.

Believe me, &c.,
Wx. McDOUGALL.

(3 B)

When Mr. McDougall arrived here a month ago there were some five hundred men
under arms ; if lie had then left, the difficulties could have been settled quite easily; now
the whole population is on a war footing and a serious character of opposition is getting
deeper and deeper in the minds, as long as Mr. MeDougall is giving the Insurgents more
trouble. Every attempt at coercion made by Canada, or even by England, will result in the
loss of all advantages that you could draw from this country. The half-breeds will take
again the road of the prairie, and from there they will prevent any improvement than can
be attempted or tried-telegraphs, railroads, settlements--war can be made against them,
but the armies will never meet them. There will be thousands who will be elsewhere and
nowhere. If the people were left quiet they would soon be ready to listen to propositions
that could be made to them by the Canadian Goverrment. But the longer Mr. McDougall
will attempt to come in by measures of violence the More difficult it will be. For himself,
if lie comes into the Territory, he will he shot immeiiately. His principal friends and

supporters here are on.the eve of being ma8sacred.
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(3 C.)
NEAR PEMBINA, December 8th, 1869.

To Lieut-Col. J. )S. Dennis, Red River Settlement.

MY DEAR CoLONEL,--I commit to the post, under cover to a third party, this letter,
which I trust you will receive and act upon without delay. It has been represented to me
that the authorities who are endeavouring to quell the outbreak of the French half-breeds
have contemplated the employment of Indians for that purpose, and that a band of Sioux
on the Assinniboine are drilling with a view to military or warlike service of some kind.
I desire and direct you to prevent, so far as you can, any project of this kind. If Irdians
are sent upon the war path by any person acting with authority, it may be found very
dificult for the same, or even a higlier authority, to recall them or to restrain them within
the limits allowed to forces acting in aid of the civil power. It is said also that gecds
"of a certain kind," by which 1. understand amiiunition and arms have been sent from the
settlement to the Sioux near Turtle Mountain, with an invitation to them to aid in the
suppression of the half-breed disturbance. I can hardly believe this story, but I hope you
will enquire into it and take immediate steps to counteract any movement of the kind.
The American residents here are very much disgusted at the prospect of a visit frcm the
Sioux, and it would indeed be deplorable if they should be drawn into a contest that
might give them a pretext to re-enact the scenes of 1862.

With regard to the Indians of the Mission, under the chief, "Prince," a few of whom
I understand, are employed to guard the Stone Fort, I will be-glad to hear that their
services in that capacity are dispensed with. They may be intelligent and subject to
control, but the fact of their employment will soon reach the ears, and possibly excite the
war-spirit of more distant bands, who may not be so easily restrained.

Extreme necessity in a time of riot and anarchy, will justify extreme measures; but
I hope the loyal inhabitants who have risen in defence of law and order, will Le able to
accomplisli their object without the active aid of tlieir Indian allies.

I trust to your discretion in the meantime; but hope scon to be nearer the scene of
action, and in a position to judge and command.

I am, &c.,
Wur. McDOUGALL.

PEMBINA, Monday, l3th December, 1869.

To the Hon. Joseph7 Howe, Secretary of State, &c.,
Ottawa, Canada.

Received by the SIR,-I have the honor to acquaint ycu that I have received no com-
secretary of state munication from you since your despatch of the 1h ultimo. Two letters,for the Provinces,
30th December. marked " private," from Sir John A. Macdonald, rr date of the 23rd

November, came to hand safely on the evening of il 1 Ith inst. I have
recei-d newspapers from Ottawa and. Montreal, of 27th and 29th respectively; and
from more western cities of a date one or two days later. If the mails are not delayed on
the way, they will arrive liere from Ottawa in about fourteen days.

I regret to state that the insurgents under Riel have developed more strength and
determination of purpose in their rebellious movement than the reports from Fort Garry
of every kind had led me to believe they possessed. They have been able with the help
of their allies on the American side of the line, to intercept and prevent all communi-
cations from Col. Dennis to me since his report of the 2nd inst. I have, therefore,
had to trust to the statement of the enemy; and such flying rumours as we
could gather from friendly half-breeds for the occurrences and movements at Fort
Garry and the Stone Fort since the 2nd ins. From these various sources of information
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I learn that on the 5th or 6th instant, a number of persons (the report. says 40 or 50)
were assembled in the house of Dr. Schultz as a guard, or as a portion of the posse
comitatus, about to join the force under Colonel Dennis, when. they were suddenly
surprised by a party of Riel's men, and made prisoners, It does not appear that any
resistance wab made by the Schultz party, whether from the suddenness of the attack, or
their unwillingness to be first to shed blood, I cannot learn. It is said they were armed,
and had in the house 400 rounds of ammunition. The prisoners were marched tO the
Fort, and detained there, but bave been allowed to supply themselves with provisions frem
the village. The number of the insurgents now under Riel's orders is said to be 400 or
500-as large a body as his friends have at any time claimed for him. If this story
shculd be confirmed, it would indicate great confidence in Riel and bis plans, by the
bulk of the Fench, and the continued support of the clergy, and the American and
other traders in the settlement who are known to bave advised and assisted him in
the earlier stages of the movement. The same report tell us that this sudden display
of force by Riel bas discouraged the Canadians and their friends, and that the English
and Scotch half-breeds have refused, in any number, to join the party of "law and
order." This representation of the state of affairs receives some confirmation from the
fact that Riel was able to send a force of 20 men to the Hudson's Bay Post here, who, since
Friday last, have held it, and prevented any of our party from going there. The
Americans in our vicinity, concerned in the movement, are less excited since the
arrival of this force, and talk of our being obliged to remove, in a few days, towards
Canada. Hearing that Mr. James McKay, a wealthy and influential resident on the
Assinniboine, and one of those whom Colonel Dennis was to consult before taking
any decisive measures, had reached the house of Mr. Dease, about 26 miles up the
Pembina River, on the American sidJof the line, I sent My son, on the 11th instant,
with a verbal message to him, and in the hope that he would be able to give me
reliable information of the operations of Colonel Dennis, since I bave heard freim him,
and also whether the story of the arrest at the house of Dr. Schultz was true. The
road to the place where Mr. McKay was staying, runs, in scme places on British Terri-
tory, and thepeople here (except Mr. Nelson), being all opcnly leagued with the
insurgents, and keeping guard at night at the bridge over the Pembina River, to
prevent any messenger from reaching me, I was apprehensive that my son would be
intercepted, and, therefore, directed him to bring no letters or written communication,
unless Mr. McKay- assented. Re succeeded in finding Mr. McKay, and getting bis
version of affairs in the settlement down to the 5th instant. I enclose his report to
me ("4 A.').

On reference to Colonel Dennis's report, forwarded with my despatch of the 6th
instant (" 2 A ") it will be seen that hie saw Mr. McKay before taking possession of
the Stone Fort, and found him of opinion that the time had come for some kind of
opposition to the French, but afraid that people "of large property," like himself, would
suffer injury. I am disposed to think he ran away as much on account of the danger to
bis person as to his property. But bis case illustrates the position and feeling of many
others who have no sympath with the French half-breeds, and no objection to the new
Government. They will aceept the latter if some one else will do the fighting, and pay
all the money necessary to establish it.

Major Wallace, who is staying with Peter Ilayden, not far from the Hudson Bay
Post, reported tO me, last night, that Riel was expected to arrive there during the night.
I thought, in view of all tEs facts as they now present themselves, and especially the
fact that the communication has been efectually eut off with Colonel Dennis, that I would
be justified in opening communication with Riel, if he appeared in this neighbourhocd.
I accordingly wrote the letter enclosed (4 B), and sent it to the captain of tEe party in
possession of the Hudson Bay Post. It reached him this morning; but, up to the
present time (5 p.m.), I have rt heard of Riel's arrival, nor whether they have sent
the letter forward to him.

Dr. Jackes, who belongs to cur party, was sent for, in great haste, this morning by
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Mr."Rolette, Deputy U. S. Marshall, and one of our most bitter opponents here for bis
professional aid. Rolette's wife was dying (in child-birth). Tne Indian midwife had
given her up, and her relatives, some of whom had been threatning our lives, were now
applying to us to save the life of Mrs. Rolette. The Doctor bui-ied to ber bedside, and
by the exercise of bis skill, overcame the diffculty, and probably Las saved ber life. They
ail professed to be fulI of gratitude, and when the danger was over, showed him.a pro-
clamation, issued by Riel since the lst December, in which he announces that the French
have establiseed a government of their own, and intend to resist, by-force, if necessary, the
attempt of any other powers to impose one upon them. It denies the right of the Hudson
Bay Company to transfer them to Canada, &c., &c. The Doctor could not obtain a copy,
as Rolette had only one, and would not part with it.

I beg again to express my opinion that the suggestion I had the honor to make in
my despatch of 29th November, and more fully in previous letters to Sir John A.
Macdonald, is the only practicable plan for establishing the authority of the Dominicn
Government in this territory.

I have, &c.,
WM. McDOUGALL.

(4. A.) PEMBINA, December 13th, 1869.

MEm.-Left Pembina on.the morning of llth December for St. Joe, 26 miles distant
for the residence of * a half-breed, born in Oregon, and a- man of considerable
wealth and inflience amongst the balf-breeds at St. Joe. ie informed me that Mr.
Gingras, of St. Joe, had on the evening of the 10th inst, tried to get the half-breeds there
to join the Red River insurgent party. He (Gingras) had agreed io raise a party of 130
half-breeds and -with a portion of them to drive -Governor McDougall away from bis bouse
at Pembina. treated the proposal with contempt, and tried to persuade
Gingras net to attempt such a movement. These half-breeds at St. Joe are principally con-
nected with those at Red River Settlement, and many of them were inclined to fall in
with Mr. Gingras's plan. Mr. Dease believed that if there was any bloodshed at 'Red
River Settlement, the Governor and bis whole party would be in imminent danger and run
the risk of losing their lives, Mr. Dease sympathized much with the Goveirnor and his
party and declared Lis willingness te assist us in any way in Lis power, I ascertained from
him that Mr. McKay from Red River Settlement was at a Mr. Charles Grant's, about 7
miles distant from Mr. Dease's, I drove there t see him, and found he had brought his
family and had left the settlement with the intention of remaining amongst bis relatives
at St. Joe, during the present troubles. fie informed me that fifty Canadians who were
guarding Government provisions at the residence of Dr. Schultz, at Fort Garry, were
taken prisoners, that Dr. Schultz and wife, Dr. Brown, Mr. Mair and Mr. iallet, were
amongst them. Mr. Hallet was taken prisoner 'wbile endevouring to procure scme
medicine for bis wife. Mr. McKay also informed me that Colonel Dennis, cn bis arrival
from Pembina, first called on him, and that he (McKay) advised him- strongly not to
incite the one portion of the population to take up arms against theeother, and that one
hundred of the principal Frenc half-breeds had signed a document agréeing to allow the
Governor to come in. fie also stated that if hostilities were commenced and blood
spilt, the lives of the Governor nnd bis party would almost certainly be
sacrificed. fie said that other men of property and wealth in the Settlement,beld the
same views, and expressed the same opinions similar tO his own. Mr: McKay iutended to
have called on the Governor at Pembina, but was overtaken on bis way by a. party of
insurgents going to take possession of the Hudson's Bay Companyk Post at Pembina and
was forced to change his course and cross the prairie, to St. Joe. fie was under the
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mpression that Col. Dennis had gone to Portage La Prairie, and that Stone Fort was stili
held by the Indians and others under Colonel Dennis.

WM. B. MCDOUGALL

>(PRIVATE>
<"4 B,"R

,PE NA, December 13th, 1869.
Low1sý Riel, Esq.

S1R,-I hear from the Hudson Bay Post that you are expected to arrive there from
Fort Garry to-night. I send this note to inform you that I am, anxious to have a conver-
sation with you, before answering despatches which I have recently received from the
Dominion Government.

I have not yet had any communication from you or from any one else, on behalf of
the French half-breeds who have, prevented me from proceeding to Fort Garry, stating
their complaints or wishes in reference to the New Governmeult. As the representative of
the Sovereign to whom you'and they owe, and as I am told, do not wish to deny allegiance,
it is proper that some such communication should reach me. It will be a great 'misfortune
to us all, I tbink, if I am obliged to return to Canada, and hand over the powers of
Government here to a military ruler.

This will be the inevitable result unless we fid some solution of the present difficulty
very soon.

I have full powers from the Government, as well as the strongest desire personally to
meet all just claims of every class and section of the people. Why should you not come to
me and discuss the mattei? 6

I beg you to believe that what occurred will not affect my mind against you or those
for whom you may be authorised to speak.

The interview proposed must be without the knowlenge or privity of certain American
citizens here who pretend to be ei rapport with you.

I trust to your honour on-this point.
Very faithfuliy yours,

WILLIAM McDOUGALL.

PEKBINA, l6thDecember, 1869.
To the Honorable Joseph Howe, Secretary of State, &c.,

Ottawa.
Received SIR,-I have the honor to acknowledge the.receipt of your despatch

thf Sathe 29th November. Events have occurred since that despatch wasof State for the of àh.2t
Province, 1st written. which when the account of them reaches you, will justify I think,
January, 1870. the decision I have arrived at, to return as far as St. Paul and communicate
with you from that point.

The state of affairs at, and near Fort Garry, which was described in my last despatch
(13 December,) on the information of persons not much to be depended upon, is now
substantially confirmed by the arrival, last night, and report of Colonel Dennis. He left
the Stone Fort on Saturday morning at 2 o'clock having ordered the payment and discharge
at noon, of that day, of the persons who had volunteered to hold and defend it.

I enclose two short reports (" 5 A," and " 5 B,") which were, with other papers, safely
brought to me by two of chief " Prince's" messengers iwo nights ago. I was on the look
out for the Colonel himself, sooner than he promised, because I was satisfied his attempt
to arrange a deputation to me from the leaders of the Riel party woulc fail. I detained
the Indians as recommended, secreting them from observation as much as possible, and
have found them of very great service. As I intend to start on my return journey
to-morrow, . shall defer uhtil I arrive at Fort Abercrombie, the communication of further
detailsa wch -might if knowni here, interfere with our future operations.
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I enclose a letter ("0 Ci") from one who knows well the character and habits of the
half-breeds of both origins. He has acted as guide to several expeditions into the interior,
and was my guide from St. Cloud to thiz place.

As soon as I had decided to quit this neigborhood, I thought it prudent, in view of
future possible questions and responsibilities, to write the enclosed letter to Mr. McTavish

("5 D"), which I have committed to the custody of my faithful Indians, who will find the
means to put it in proper hands.

We are still closely watched, and prevented from obtaining supplies from the Hudson
Bay Company's Post. I have heard nothing in answer to my private letter to Mr. Riel,
and have no reason to believe that he will soon come near me.

I enclose (" 5 E"), a copy of the Declaration of Independence, which was adopted
on the 24th November, and printed on the 8th instant. Also, a "List of Rights," ("5 F"),
which vas distributed two or three days before the "Declaration," and produced a cooling
effect upon many of those wlio had professed, a day or two Ibefore, a willingness to put
down the Riel party by force of arms. As soon as it had ser ved its purpcse, the
" Declaration" was issued, and the English found themselves caught in a trap. In the
meantime, parties had been sent to all the important points, and the arms of the English-
speaking settlers were taken from them.

None of the messengers mentioned in your dispatch have yet arrived.
I have, &c.,

Wu. McDoUGALL.

P.S. Please find enclosed (5 G)·copy of notice issued by Colonel Dennis, at Store
Fort.

Wm. M. D.

[5 A.]

STONE FORT, RED RIVER SETTLEMENT,
N. W. T., December 9th, 1869.

ie Honorable Wm. McDougall, C.B., Lieutenant Governor, &c., &c., &c.

SIR,-I beg to report my proceedings, under the connission which i had the honor
to receive frm you on thel 1st instant, and would refer you to the accompanying record
thereof, in which full details are given.

It is a matter of sincere regret to me, to be obliged to express the piion deliberately
given, that as a body, the English-speaking portion of the Red River Settlement proper,
in their present frame of mind, cannot be counted on in any measures of an aggressive
character which may be necessary to put down the French party, now in arms against the
Government.

I shall remain here a few days longer to be at hand, should there be any prospect of
arranging with the French to send a delegation to you, of which,. however, I have little
expectation, and on finding that no further object is to be gained by my remaining, will
return to Pembina.

Ihave, &c.,
J. S. DENNIs.

(5 B.)
9th December, 1869.

Honorable Wn. fMcDougall, C.B., Lieutenant Governor.

MY DEAR Mn. McDOUGALL,-I expect to learn this evening, yet fnally, whether
there is any chance of the rebel party showing any disposition to send you a delegation.

If satisfied that liere is none-that they have. gone in fully for their new
Government as an idependent people-then I shall at once discharge the guard from
this Fort and leave for Pembina. This will b taken by chief "Prince's" messenger,
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and he had better remain with his friends the Indians below Fort Pembina for a few days
tili I get down, so that any letters or instructions may be carried back here, for the
guidance of the Canadians in the settlement.

I shall be with you in a week, even supposing I delay to have an interview with the
Rebel Council, as I should leave immediately after. Let this messenger wait, therefore,
for a week at Pembina. You may rely upon it, these poople are fully in possession for the
winter, and say themselves, that with the promises they have of Fenian and filibuster's
support, they will be able to hold the country.

I should not he surprised, but they may get many peop le here to join them too. I
think they would do anything, many of them, rather than uifend the French now (as they
say) they see "list of righta " that the French ask nothing very unreasonable.

There is nothing for it but to submit on our part till the spring.
Believe me, &c.,

J. S. DENNIs.

(" 5 C.">
RED RIVER, December 8th, 1869.

His Excellency, Honorable W»s. lfcDouludl, Pembina.

Your Excellency will no doubt learn from other sources the state and feelings of the
English-speaking population of this settlement just now. I should bave written before
this time, but I postponed the matter, as I at one time was male to believe that I
should sec you personally, but as matters stand at present I am extremely sorry to
inform your Excellency that I fear my prospects are hopeless. Since the past two days
the people, I fear, have made a dead stop in taking any steps whatever. What their
objects are I can't say at present. I tried ny best to get a force formidable enough to
assist in carrying out Colonel Dennis's orders, but I fear the whole scheme will be a failure.
Even among our English-speaking population we have to contend with worse characters
than the French half-breeds, which I arn sorry to inform you, but nevertheless too true.
The Scotch settlement won't join us or any other parish of the Protestant population, so
that it would be the height of folly for us to take any aggressive steps, for we would be
overpowered by numbers. We have in these two parishes all the disadvantages both in
numbers and arms. I think it is on no other foundation the people stand for standing
back, is want of arms-as a matter of course the half-breeds have taken possession of
ail cur arms. Hlowever, if the people were willing they conld muster arma enongl I
put down the half-breeds, but they won't do it. The fact of the anatter is they are cowards
one and all of thom. Although they are my countrymen, I muat apeak the truth about
them.

Colonel Dennis is writing you, and Your Excellency will learn from him the present
political state of affairs. - I was sorry to hear of the accident to your son, but I hope he is
better, and not suffering now.

Will your Excellency allow me to remain, yours,

[5 D.]
PEMBINA, 16th December, 1869.

William McTavishb, Es8q., Fort Gar..

DEAR SIR,-I consequence of the continued occupation of Fort Garry by the insur-
gents, under Mr. Louis Riel, and the submission of the local authorities to his orders, and
having no force at my command to re-establish the supremacy of the law in that neighbor-
hood, I have determined to return as far as St. Paul, and await there the order of Her
Majesty's Imperial and Canadian Governments.

Shave not had the honor to, receive from you any message or communication since
your private note of the 19th of November. The roads at this r Lit have been so
effectually watched, and guarded by the insurgents, that I have not ventured to send to

12a-13
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you any official or other communication, that could, if it fell into their hands, betray the
situation or give information or encouragment to them. I send this by the Indians whon
I have found loyal and faithful, vhere so many others have proved the reverse ; I have
little doubt it will reach you.safely.

I am advised by the Secretary of -State for the Provinces, that His Excellency the
Governor General has communicated to Lord Granville my Despatches up to the 9th
November, and has also telegraphed the more recent events, including, I presume, the
occupation of Fort Garry by the half breeds under -Riel. I observe, by a paragraph in the
3fontreal Gaxette, that the Dominion Government have telegraphed their agent in London,
to withhold payment to the Hudson's Bay, Company of the purchase money agrèed to be

paid to them for the transfer of their rights in Rupert's Land. I have no official confirma-
tion of this statement, but will not be surprised if it should prove true.

Und ; these circumstances, it becomes important to consider carefully the legal
position of all parties in the present crisis. I venture to submit my view of the case as it
stands in the North-West Territories.

If, in consequence of tle action of the Dominion Government, the surrender and
transfer of the Country did not take place on the first day of December, as previously
agreed upon, then you are the Chief Executive Officer as before, and responsible for the
preservation of the Peace and the enforcement of the Law.

If, on the other hand, the Transfer did take place on the flrst day of December, then
I take it, my Commission came into force, and the notice, in the form of a Proclamation,
issued by my authority on that day, correctly recited the facts, and disclosed the legal
status of the respective parties. I learn, from Col. Dennis, that a notice or Proclamation,
issued by me on the second day of December, confirming and continuing all public
officers in their duties and functions, excepting (in the words of the Canadian Act)
"the Public Officer or Fuctionary at the Head of the Administration of Affairs" was
duly printed and published in the Settiemíent, although it was reported here that the
messenger who carried it forward was arrested, and his papers taken from him, by Riel's
party. You will observe, by reference to the 5th Section of the Rupert's Land Act, that
util otherwise enacted by the Parliament of Canada, " all the Powers, Authorities, and

Jurisdiction of the several Courts of Justice, now established in Rupert's Land, and
tie several Officers thereof, and of all Magistrates and Justices," are continued in full
force, and by the 6th Section of " the Canadian Act, for the Temporary Government of
Rupert's Land," &c., " all Public Officers and Functionaries holding office in Rupert's
Land and the North-West Territory," (with the exception already mentioned) " shall
continue to be Public Officers and Functionaries of the North-West Territories, with the
same duties and powers as before," until otherwise ordered by the Lieutenant Governor.

My Proclamation of the 2nd instant, intended to notify all these officers that I had
not "otherwise ordered, and that, by force of both Acts, they still held, and were bound
to exercise their " powers, jurisdliction," and " duties," as before. Whether the transfer
has been delayed or not, I think it is clear that the present ''magistrates " and authorities
are still legally in office, and bound, as far as they can, to perform the duties of their
respective offices, as before. In your case, the continuance of your powers and jurisdiction
as governor, depends upon the transfer. If, as I am inclined to think bas happened, the
Company surrendered, and Her Majesty transferred on the 1st-day of December, notwith-
standing the events occurring on this side of the Atlantic, the gentleman who acted as
Deputy Governor, or would have assumed that office, under the laws of Assinniboine,
prior to December lst, will, in my absence, and without special deputation by me, be and
become the chief executive officer of the Territories.

I have thought it my duty to explain to you, as I understand it, the legal position
of affairs within the Territory at the present time. I do not know wiether Judge Black
will concur with me, but. I trust you will show him this letter, and be guided, as I have
no doubt you will, very much by his view.

I notice tiat Riel, in his printed papers, speaks for a very large part of the earth's
surface, as well as for all the people who now inhabit it. You will, no doubt, agree with
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me, that he rules only the " territory " within the range of his guns, and suchC "people"
as take service in his ranks, or willingly submit to his orders.

I am, &c.,
WILLIAM MCDOUGALL.

(5 E.)
DECLARATION OF THE PEOPLE OF RUPERTS LAND AND THE NORTH-WEST.

Whereas, it is admitted by all men, as a fundamental principle, that the public
authority commands the obedience and respect of its subjects. It is also admitted, that a
people, wien it has no Government, is free to adopt one form of Government, in
preference to another, to give or to refuse allegiance to that which is proposed. In
accordance with the above first principle, the people of this country had obeyed and
respected the authority to which the circumstances surrounded its infancy compelled it tc
be subject.

A company of adventurers known as the "Hudson Bay Company," and invested
with certain powers, granted by Ris Majesty (Charles II), established itself in Rupert's
Land, and in the North-West Territory, for trading purposes only. This company,
consisting of many persons, required a certain constitution. But as there was a question
of commerce only, their constitution was framed in reference thereto. Yet, singe there was
at that time no Government to see to the interests "of a people already existing in the country,
it became necessary for judicial affairs to have recourse to the officers of the Hludson
Bay Company. This inaugurated that species of government which, sligltly nodified by
subsequent circumstances, ruled this country up to a recent date.

Whereas, that Government, thus accepted, -was far from answering to the wants of the
people, and became more and more so, as the population increased in numbers, and as thse
country was developed, and commerce extended, until the present day, when it commn-iands
a place amongst the colonies; and this people, ever actuated by the above-mentioned
principles, had generously supported the aforesaid Government, and gave to it a faithful
allegiance, when, contrary to the law of nations, in March, 1869, that said Government
surrendered and transferred to Canada all the rights which it had, or pretended to have,
in this Territory, by transactions with which the people were considered unworthy to be
made acquainted.

And, whoreas, it is also generally admitted that a people is at liberty to establislh
any form of government it may consider suited to its wants, as soon as the power to
which it was subject abandons it, or attempts to subjugate it, without its consent to a foreign
power; and maintain, that no right can be transferred to such foreign power. Now,
therefore, first, we, the representatives of'the people, in Council assembled in Upper Fort
Garry, on the 24th day of November, 1869, after having invoked the God of Nations,
relying on these fundamental moral principles, solemnly declare, in the name of our
constituents, and in our own names, before God and man, that, from the day on which
the Government we had always respected abandoned us, by transferring to a strange power
the sacred authority confided to it, the people of Rupert's Land and the Norths-West
became free and exempt from all allegiance to the said Government. Second. That we
refuse to recognize the authority of Canada, which pretends to have a right to coerce us,
and impose upon us a despotic form of government still more contrary to our rights and
interests as British subjects, than was that Government to which we had subjected our-
selves, through Ïecessity, up to a recent date. Thirdly. That, by sending an expedition
on the 1st of November, uit., charged to drive back Mr. William McDougall and his
companions, coming in the name of Canada, to rule us with the röd of despotism, without
previous notification to that effect, we have acted conformably to that sacred right which
commands every citizen to offer energetic opposition to prevent this country from being
enslaved. Fourth. That we continue, and shall continue, to oppose, with all our strength,
the establishing of the Canadian authority in our country, under the announced form;
and, in case of persistence on the part of the Canadian Government to enforce its obnoxious
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policy upon us by force of arns, we protest beforehand against such an unjust and
unlawful course; and we declare the said Canadian Government responsible,. before God
and men, for the jinumerable evils which r-y be caused by so unwarrantable a course.
Be it known, ther'ere, to the world in gzr rl, and to the 'ianadian Government in
particular, that, a have always heretofore successfully defended ouir country in frequent
wars with the nighbouring tribes of Indians, who are now on friendly relations with us,
we are firmly resolved in future, not less than in the past, to repel all invasions from what-
soever quarter they may come; and, furthermore, we do declare and proclain, in the
name of the people of Rupert's Land and the North-West, that we have, on the -said
24th day of November, 1869, above mentioned, established ,a Provisional Government,
and hold it to be the only and lawful authority now in existence in Rupert's Land and
the North-West which claims the obedience and respect of the people ; that, meanwhile,
we hold ourselves in readiness to enter in such negociations with the Canadian Govern-
ment as may be favourable for the. good government and prosperity of this people. In
support of this declaration, relying on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually
pledge ourselves, on oath, our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor, to each other.

Issued at Fort Garry, this Eighth day of December, in the year of our Lord One
thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine.

Jon; BRUCE, Pres.
Louis Ris, Sec.

(5 F.)
LIST OF .RIGHTs.

1. That the people have the riglit to elect their own Legislature.
2. That the Legislature have the power to pass all laws local to the Territory over

the veto of the Executive by a two-thirds vote.
3. That no Act of the Dominion Parliament (local to the Territory) be binding cn

the people until sanctioned by the Legislature of the Territory.
4. That al Sheriffs, Magistrates, Constables, School Cornissioners, &c., be ýîected

by the people.
5. A free homestead and pre-emption land law.
6. That a portion of the public lands be appropriated to the benefit of schools, the

building of bridges, roads, and public buildings.
7. That it be guaranteed to connect Winnipeg by rail with the nearest line of rail-

road, within a term of five years ; the land grant to be subject to the Local Legislature.
8. That, for the term of four years, all nilitary, civil, and municipal expenses be

paid out of the Dominion.funds.
9. That the military be composed of the inhabitants now existing in the Territory.
10. That the English and French languages be common in. the Legislature and

Courts, and that al public documents and Acts of the Legislature be published in both
languages.

11. That the Judge of the Supreme Court speak tle English and French languages.
12. That treaties be concluded and ratified between the Dominion Government and

the several tribes of Indians in the Territory, to ensure peace on the frontier.
13. That we have a fair and full representation in the Canadian Parliament.
14. That all privileges, customs, and usages existing at the time of the transfer, be

respected.
Ail the above articles ha ve been severally discussed and adopted by the.French and

English Representatives without a dissenting. voice, as the conditions upon which the
people of Rupert's Land enter into confederation.

The French Representatives then proposed, in order to secure the above rights, that
a Delegation be appointed and sent to Pembina to see Mr. McDougall, and ask him if h.e
could guarantee these rights by virtue of his commission; and, if he could do so, that
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then the French people would join to a man to escort#Mr. McDougall into his Govern-
ment seat. But, on the contrary, if Mr. McDougall could not guarantee such rights,
that the Delegates request him, to remain where he is, or return, till the riglits be
guaranteed by Act of the Canadian Parliament.

The English Representatives refused to appoint delegates to go to Pembina to consult
with Mr. McDougall, stating they had no authority to do so from their constituents, Upon
which the Council was dissolved.

The meeting at which the above resolutions were adopted, was held at Fort Garry,
on Wednesday, December lst, 1869.

WINNIPEG, December 9th, 1869.

LoWER FORT GARRY, RED RIVER SETTLEMENT,
December 9th, 1869.

TO ALL WIHOM IT MAY CONCERN.

"By certain printed papers, of late date, put in circulation by the French party,
communication with the Lieutenant Governor is indicated with a view to laying before
him their alleged rights on the part of those now .in arms. i think that course very
desirable, and that it would lead to good results. Under the belief that the party in
arms are sincere in their desire for peace, and feeling that to abandon, for the present, the
call on the loyal to arms, would, in view of such communication, relieve the situation of
much embarassment, and so contribute to bring about peace, and save the country from
what will otherwise end in ruin and desolation; I now call on and order the loyal party
in the North-West Territories to cease further action under tshe appeal to arms made by
me, and I call on the French party to satisfy the people of their sincerity in wishing for a
peaceful ending of all these troubles, by sending a deputation to the Lieut.-Governor, at
Pembina, without unnecessary delay. Given under my band, at the Lower Fort Garry,
this 9th day of December 1869.

. S. DENNrS,

Lieutenant and Conservator of the Peace,
In and for the North West Territories.

ST. PAuL, January 1st, 1870.
The lon. Josephé loice, Secretary of State, &c., Ottawa.

SIR,--I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, while on my way to tiis place,
from Pembina, of your despatches'of the following dates and numbers respectively

lst. (No. 1602), of December 2nd, enclosing a copy of memorandum of the Auditor-
General, approred by the Treasury Board, on the subject of Financial arrangements
respecting the North-West Territories.

2nd. (No. 1611), of the 7th December, acknowledging receipt of mine of the 20th
November.

3rd. (No. 1608), of the 7th December, enclosing duplicates of your despatches of the
19th and 20th November, announcing the mission of Father Thibault and Colonel de
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Salaberry, and that they were bearers of a Proclamation by His Excellency Sir John
Young; enclosing Orders in Conneil on the subject of: Customs' Duties, and authorising
me to make certain assurances to the people of the North-West.

4th. (No. 1612), of the 8th December, enclosing the original Proclamation referred to
in Despatch of 7th December.

5th. (No. 1618), of the 10th December, calling my attention to the exposed position
of Government arms, and supposed, by you, to be stored at Georgetown.

6th. (No. i1617), of the 1Oth December, announcing the appointment of Donald A.
Smith, Esq., as Government Commissioner, and enclosing a copy of bis instructions.

7th. (No. 1620>, of the 11lth December, authorising me to contradict certain state-
ments alleged to have been made by you while at Fort Garry.

8th. (No. 1635), of 15th December, acknowledging mine . of the 25th November,
covering a confdential report to me by Major J. Wallace, and a copy of my letter to
General Hunt, with respect to the removal, to Fort Abercrombie, of the armis, &c., stored
at Georgetown.

I have; &c.,
W. McDOUGALL.

DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PRoVINcES.
24th January, 1870.

'he Hon. William McDougall, C. B.

Sin,-In your Oficial Report from Pembina, under date the 29th November last
(No. 1089), you mention your having " prepared a Proclamation, to be issued on the first
day of December, " in reference to the transfer of the North-West Territories to Canada.
In a subsequent letter (No. 1108), dated the 2nd December last, you report having given
copies of this Proclamation in English and French to Colonel Dennis, to take with him to
Fort Garry. It is also stated in the last mentioned letter, that you had commissioned
Colonel Dennis to act as your ''"lieutenant, " and as a " Conservator of the Public Peace,"
but that you deemed it prudent not to forward, at that moment, a Copy of the
Commission.

As, up to the present moment, I have not received a copy of either the Proclamation
or the Commission above referred to, may I request that you will have the goodness to
furnish me with copies of both of those docùments, with a view to their being added to
your other communications in relation to the North-West Territories.

I have, &c., &c.,
JoSF'i IEP oWE.

OTTAWA, 29th January, 1870.
lon. J. Howe, Secretary of tate for t/he Provinces, &c.

SIR,-I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, while at Toronto, of your letter of
the 24th instant, informing me that you had not, up to that date, received copies of two
documents-a Proclamation and a Commission-referred to in my Official Reports from
Pembina, of the 29th November, and of the 2nd December least, and requesting me to
furnish you with copies of these documents.

Until I received your letter, I was under the impression that you had received
printed copies of both the papers referred to, and, as they had appeared in Canadian as
well as Americannewspapers, before I left Pembina, it alid not occur to me that written
copies would be deemed necessary.

I have now the honour, in accordance with your request, to enclose a copy of the
Proclamation (A 9), and also a copy of the Commission to Colonel Dennis (B 9).

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

Wn. McDoUGALL.
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[A. 9]
VICTORIA, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,

Queen, Defender of the Faith, &c., &c., &c.

WILLIAM MCDOUGALL.

To all whom it may concern,-GREETING

[L. S.] PROCLAMATION.

Whcreae, by "The British Nortlh America Act. 1867, " it was (amongst other
things) enacted, that it should be lawful for Her Majesty, by and with the advice af ler
Majesty's Most Honorable Privy Council, on Address from the Houses of the Parliament
of Canada, to admit Rupert's Land and the North-Western Territory, or either of them,
into the Union or Dominion of Canada, on such terms and conditions as are in the Address
expressed, and as ler Majesty thinks fit to approve.

And, chercas, for the purpose of carrying into effect, the said provisions of " The
British North America Act, 1867, " " The Rupert's Land Act, 1868, " enacted and
declared, that it should be competent for " the Governor and Company cf Adventurers of
England trading into Hudson's Bay, " to surrender to Her Majesty, and for Her Majesty,
by any instrument under ler sign manual, and signet, to accept a surrender of all, or
any of the lands, territories, powers, and authorities, whatsoever, granted, or purported to
be granted, by certain Letters Patent of His Late Majesty King Citarles the Second, to
the said Governor and Company within Rupert's Land, upon such terms and conditions
as should be tagreed upon, by andbetween HerMajesty,and the said Governor and Company.

And, Whereas, by " The Rupert's Land'Act 1868, it is further enacted, that from the
date of the admission of Rupert's Land into the Dominion of Canada, as aforesaid, it
shall be ]awful for the Parliament of Canada to make, ordain, and establish, within the
said land and territory so admitted, as aforesaid, all such laws, institutions and ordinances,
and to constitute such courts and oflicers as may be necessary for the peace, order, and good
government of Her Majesty's subjects, and others therein

Aatd, vhereas, it is further provided by the said Act, that until otherwise enacted by
the said Parliament of Canada, all the powers, authorities, and jurisdiction, of the several
courts of justice, now established in Rupert's Land, and of the several officers thereof, and
of all magistrates and justices, now acting within the said limits, shall continue in full
force and effect therein ;

And, whereas, the said Governor and Company have surrendered to Her Majesty, and
Her Majesty has accepted a surrender of all the lands, territories, rights, privileges,
liberties, franchises, powers and authorities granted, or purported to be granted, by the
said Letters Patent, upon certain terms and conditions agreed upon by and between Her
Majesty, and the said Governor and Company;

And, whereas, Her Majesty, by and with the advice of Her Majesty's most
Honorable Privy Council, and on an Address from both the Houses of the Parliament
of Canada, in pursuance of the one hundred and forty-sixth section of " The British
North America Act, 1869, " hath declared that Rupert's Land and the North-Western
Territory, shall, from thefirst day of December, in the year of Our Lord one thousand
eight hundrod and sixty-nine, be admitted into, and become part of the Dominion (of
Canada, upon the terms and conditions expressed in the said A ddress, of which Her
Majesty las approved, and aupert's Land, and the saii North-Western Territory, are
admitted into the Union, and have become part of the Dominion of Canada accordingly;

And, whereas, the Parliament of Canada, by an Act intituled; "An Act for the
Temporary Government of Rupert's Land and the North-Western Territory, wlhen
united with Canada, " enacted that it should be lawful for the Governor, by any order, or
orders> to be by him, from time to time, made with the advice of the Privy Council (and
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subject to such conditions and restrictions as to him should seem meet), to authorize and
empower such officer as he may, from time to time, appoint, -as Lieutenant-Governor ofthe
North-West Territories, to make provision for the administration of justice therein, and
generally to make, ordain. and establish all such laws, and institutions and ordinances as
may be necessary for the peace, order and good government of Her Majesty's subjects.
and others therein.

Now know Ye, that we have seen fit, by Our Royal Letters Patent, bearing date the
twenty-nine day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
sixty-nine, tol appoint the Honorable William McDougall, of the City of Ottawa, in the
Province of Ontario, in Our Dominion of Canada, and Member of Privy Council for
Canada, and Companion of Our Most Honorable Order of the Bath, on, from, and after
the day to be named by Us, for the admission of Rupert's'Land and the North Western
Territory, aforesaid, into the Union or Dominion of Canada, to wit ; or from and after
the first day of December, in the year of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
sixty-nine, to be, during our pleasure, the Lieutenant Governor of the North-West Ter-
ritories

And we did thereby authorize, and empower, and require and command him, in due
manner, to Do and Execute, in all things that shall belong to his said comnand, and the
Trust we have reposed in him, according tothe several provisions and instructions granted,
or appointed him, by virtue of our said Commission, and the Act of the Parliament of
Canada herein before recited, and according to such instructions as have been, or may,
from time to time, be given to him, and to such Laws as are or shall be enforced within
the North-West Territories.

Of all iwhich our Loving Subjects of Our Territories, and all others, whom these
Presents may concern, are hereby required to take notice, and govern theniselves accor-
dingly.

lu Testimony Whereof, we have caused these, Our Letters, to be made Patent, and
the Great Seal of Our North-West Territories to be hereunto aflixed : Witness
Our Trusty and Well Beloved, The Honorable William McDougall, Member
of Our Privy Council for Canada, and Companion of Our Most Honorable
Order of the Bath, Lieutenant Governor of Our North-West Territories, &c.,
&c., &c., At the Red River, in our aforesaid North-West Territories, this first
day of December, in the year of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
sixty-nine, and in the thirty-third year of Her Rign.

By command.
J. A. N. PRoVENcHER,

Secretary.

[B 9."]

THE NoRTH-WEST TERRITORIEs.

[L. S.]

By Ris Excellency the Honorable William McDougall, a Member of Her Majesty's
Privy Council for Canada, and Companion of the Most Honorable Order of the
Bath, Lieutenant-Governor of the North-West Territories.

To Jon STOUGHTON DENNIs, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel Military Staff, Canada,

GREETING :

Whereas, large bodies of armed men have unlawfully assembled on ~ the high road,
between Fort Garry and Pembina, in the Colony or District of Assinniboine, and have,
with force and arms, arrested, and held as prisoners, numerous private and official persons,
and preventing them fromn proceeding on their lawful journey and business, and have
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committed other acts of lawless violence, in contempt and defiance of the magistrates
and local authorities ;

And whereas,William McTavish, Esq., Governor of Assinniboine, did on the sixteenth
day of November last, publish and make known to these aimed men, and all others, whcm
it might concern, that the lawless acts aforesaid, and which were particularly set forth in
his Proclamation, were, " contrary to the remontrances and prdtests of the public autho-
rities," and did therein himself protest against each and ail, of the said unlawful acts and
intents, and charged and commanded the said armed persons to immediately disperse
themselves, and peaceably to depart to their habitations or lawful Lusiness under the
pains and penalties of the law ;

And, whereas, since the issue of the said protest or Proclamation, certain of the
armed men aforesaid, have taken possession of the public records and papers at Fort
Garry, and have seized and held as prisoners, the public officers or persons having charge
of the same, and, as I am creditably informed, still keep unlawful possession of the said
records and public property, and with force and arms continue to obstruct public officers,
and others, in the performance of their lawful duty and business, to the great terror, loss,
and injury of Her Majesty's peaceful subjects, and in contempt of Her Royal authority;

And, whereas, fHer Majesty, by Letters Patent, under the Great Seal of the Dominion
of Canada, bearing date the twenty-ninth day of September, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine, has been graciousely pleased to apppint me to be,
from and after-the first day of December instant, Lieutenant Governor of the North-West
Territories, and did authorize and command me to do and execute all things in due manner
that should belong to my said command.

Know You, that reposing trust and confidence in your courage, loyalty, fdelity,
discretion, and-ability, and under, and in virtue of the authority in me vested, I have
nominated and appointed, and, by ti ese presents, do nominate and appoint you, the said
John Stoughton Dennis, to be my Lieutenant and a Conservator of the Peace in and
for the North-West Territories, and do hereby authorize and empowir you as such to
raise, organize, arm, equip and provision, a sufficient force within the said Territories, and
with the said force, to attack, arrest, disarm, or disperse the said armed men so unlawfully
assembled and disturbing the public peace ; and for that purpose, and with the force
aforesaid, to assault, fire upon, pull down, or break into any fort, house, stronghold, or
other place in which the said armed men may be found ; and I hereby authorize you, as
such Lieutenant and Conservator of the Peace, to hire, purchase, impress, and take all
necessary clothing, arms, ammunition, and supplies, and all cattle, horses, wagons, sleighs,
or other vehicles, which may be required for the use of the force to be raised as aforesaid;
and I further authorize you to appoint as 'many officers and deputies under you, and to
give themi such orders and instructions, from time to time, as may be found necessary for
the due performance of the services herein required of you, reporting to me the said
appointments, and orders as you shall find opportunity, for confirmation or otherwise ;
and I hereby give you full power aad authority to call upon all magistrates and peace-
officers to aid and assist you, and to order all or any of the inhabitants of the North-
West Territories, in the name of Her Majesty _the Queen, to support and assist you in
protecting the lives and properties of Her Majesty's loyal subjects, and in preserving the
public peace, and for that purpose, to seize, disperse, or overcome by force, the said armed
men, and all others, who may be found aiding or abetting them in their unlawful acts.

And the said persons so called upon in Her Majesty's name, are hereby ordered and
enjoined, at their peril, to obey your orders and directions in that behalf ; and this shal
be sufficient warrant for what you or they do in the premises, so long as this Commission
remains in force.
Given under my hand and seal at arms, at Red River, in the said Territories, this the first

day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine,
and in the thirty-third year of Her Reign.

By Command. WILLIAn McDoUGa&LL.
J. A. N. PRovNcHEiR, Secretary.

12--14
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DzPART3IENT OF SEoRETARY oF STATE FOR THE PROVINCES

OTTAwA, February Sth, 1870.

.Vie Honorable Wm. McDougall, Esq., C.B,
Ottawa.

SrR,-- have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letters, under date 14th,
20th, and 29h ult., the first covering a copy of a letter addressed by- you to Mr. Joseph
Monkian, relative to the Indian Bauds in the vicinity of the Lake of the Woods; the
second covering report from Colonel Dennis and other papers; and the third covering
copies of the Proclamation and Commission referred to in my letter of the 24th ult.

I have, &c.,
JOSEPH HOWE.

OTTAWA, January 20th, 1870.
The Honorable the Secretary qf State for the Provinces, &c., &c., &c.

Sia,-I hive the honor to transmit, herewith, the report of Colonel Dennis (A. 8),
detailing his proceedings in the Red River Settlement, from the 1st to the 10th
December, unler icsructions from me, which I supposed I had authority, under my com-
mission, to issue. The copies of the papers referred to in this report did not reach me
until yesterday, i consequence of the illness of Colonel Dennis, from an injury he received
on his journey from Pembina.

I have also rezeived, and herewith enclose (B. 8), Colonel Dennis's final report,
detailing the arrangements he made for the storing and disposing of the supplies, &c.,
collected at Stone Fort, and his visit to the Sioux, vho'were said to be iakring prepara-
tions for war on their own account.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

Wm. McDOUGALL.

[A. 8.]

Record of Proceedings under Commission from Lieutenant-Gorernor McDougall, dated
1st December, 1869.

WEDNESDAY, December lst.

Arrived at Mr. William Hallett's on the Assinniboine, at 5 oclock a.m. Sent
messengers for Mr. James McKay, and Mr. Robert Tait, with whom and Mr. Hallett,
discussed the present situation of affairs in the Settlement. Read them the Proclamation
of lst December, and my Commission, explained to them that my orders from Mr.
McDougall were to ascertain the state of feeling, at the present time, among the loyal
people, and should it be found such as to warrant the belief, that an appeal, with the view
of organising a force to put down the malcontents, would be responded to in such a manner
as to leave little or no doubt of a favorable issue. I was to make such an appeal,
organise a force and put down the outbreak; on the other hand, should there be any
doubt in mind as to the result, I was not to make any call, but return to Pembina, and
report accordingly.

Learnedl that the English-speaking delegates, were to attend a meeting of the French
Council, culled for to-day, to make known the reqult of a reference to the several parishes
of the French proposition to form a Provincial Government. It was said this result
would show a majority of some hundreds over the party. Mr. Tait said he intended
being present at the meeting, and I gave him a copy of the Proclacmation, with the under-
standing that ie would have it read on the occasion.

Mr. Hallett was decided in his opinion, that the English speaking people would now
eagerly turn ont to put down the émeute. The other two gentlemen agreed with hin,
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that the pe:ple were not disp>ed to talerate any longer the rule of that party, but feared
the remuit of auy appeal to armns woil.l be certain ruin to men of property, whose crops,
stoek, ., the Frenah wauld b3 sure to destroy. They aidmittel at the same time, that
there wcaUld b- no othser course open if the Frenai insisted upon establishing their
Provisional Government.

The interview at Mr. Hallett's over, Mr. Tait dirove me down to the town of
Winnipeg.

I fail Dr. Sahuitz, au the ret of th loyal party in the village, in a condition of
much anxiety in regard tD the immeliate future. The French party had a day or two
previoasly pointid two siz-pundler gans on Dr. Schultz's house, and the men stood with
port-aires lit, r:a'ly t: fire inta bis pramises, in consequence of the Doctor's refusal to
hani over to Riel's possession the provisions in his charge, belonging to the Canadian
Gaverament. Riel, however, thought better of it, and finding the Doctor was not to be
intimidated, withdrew the guns.

Pablic feeling was in a very excite-i state. Both the printing offices had been seized
anid were in possession of Rial's party. Mr. Grant, however, of my office, aided by a
number of other Cedian gentlemeo, made a lot of manuscript copies, (of what) which
were distributed during th aftrao>n and evening, some being despatched to Prairie
Portage, and others posted up in the town of Winnipeg.

Calle:i on the Bishop, Archleacon McLean, Mr. James Ross, Rev. Mr. Black,
Judge Black, ail otiers in tie Lower Settlement. Mr. Rase, and the Rev. Mfr. Black,
of Killdonan, were not in when I called, nor did I see Judge Black, who was up' at
Fort Garry. I learned that Major Boulton of Mr. Hart's surveying staff, hias been in com-
munication with these gentlemen ; that men had been enrolled and had commenced to
drill at several places in the settlement.

Both these gentlement had previously given proof of a strong desire to assist in
bringing in and and establishing the Government, their opinion agreeing with those pre-
viously expressed, and furthermore, having had the assurance from Mr. William Dease, wio
represented the loyal French, at wiose house I spent a couple of hours last evening, on
my way to Fart Garry, tha-t over ninety men of that party could be relied on to fight
alongside of the loyal Eaglish anu Scotch 'for the establishment of order. I conclued it
ta be a duty und1er my commission to make thc call, satisfied that thera was every prospect
tiat it would b g-aaerally rsponded ta. I may say here that in answer to my question,
M. Dease iufform-ad ma that ha did not think the reliable mean in Riel's party would
exceei three hundred in number.

Under the conviction that the Insurgents would seize upon the Stone Fort, so soon
as my arrival in the settlement and the nature of my orders became known, I proceeded
on to that paint, arriving about six o'clocik P. ce. A guard was raised for the night through
the exertion of the clergymen last named, together with a few other loyal people, who sent
massengars througih this part of the settlemeUt. The locality, considering the short notice,
turned out very well, the parish of St. Peters particularly, in which the people consist for
thse most part of.civilized and Christianized Indians, under the Revs. Archdeacon Cowley,
and Mr. Cochrane, and who acknowledge Henry Prince as their Chief, were prompt
in responding. By the morning there were about 120 men in the Fort, a majority of
whom came from below. A number of young men, some forty in all, Lad been in the
habit for several days back of assembling for drill, in one of the Company's Stores here,
the drill instructor being Mr. Wm. Durie, a military school cadet, also of Mr. Hart's
surveying party, who had been working in this part off the settlement. These men also
had remained in the Fort for the night. I read tise Proclamation. having assembled those
ia the Fort for the purpose, which was well received, and also explained-the object of the
present call upon them, and desired that they should make the saine know as widely as
possible.

TnuasDAY, 2nd December.

I find that many of the men are deficient of arms, and those who have arms have
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only the trading gun. Have sent requisitions to whatever points I have reason to
believe arms are to be obtained, but anticipated that before suflicient can be had, will have
to send from house to house through the settlement.

Despatched a messenger to Mr. Hart and party to cease surveying operations, and
join me to assist in organizing. Reported my arrival and occupation of the Stone Fort
to Governor McTavish, mentioning the object of such occupation, and enclosing him also
a copy of my commission. Communication with the officer named is with much difficulty
effected, as noletters are permitted, if known, to pass in or out of Fort Garry.

Sent for Major Boulton, who las been very active lately, assisting the people to
organize, and gave him definite instruction as to enrolment. With his aid, together
with that of M. Inkster for St. John's, Mr. Gardiner for St. Andrew, Mr. Bunn for
Mapleton and St. Peter, divided the parishes into company districts, fixing the central
points in each for meeting to drill.

Some twenty-one Canadians reported themselves in a body from the town of
Winnipeg this evening, and enrolled their names. Theytell me the Canadians in the
town number about thirty, and are ail anxious to serve. I have, therefore, instructed
Dr. Lynch, a militar y school cadet, to enrol a company in Winnipeg, to be made up of
Canadians and other men in the vicùiity. As the Canadians are al, more or less,
acquainted with diill, I directed Dr. Lynch simply to organize, and then let the men
remain quietly in their usual lodgings until fui-ther orders. Their presence there in that
way, having fully instructetd them to avoid being any cause of ofence to the French, it
seemed to me could be no cause of irritation, and the knowledge that they were there,
might tend to prevent any outrage on person or property of loyal people in the town.
The enrolment here I placedi under Mr. William Dwire, and charged Mr. A. N. Muckle,
military school cadet, with that duty in the upper part of St. Andrews, and the north end
of St. Paul's. Kildonan and the south end of St. Paul's 1 entrusted to Mr. Cowland,
an Englishl vlunteer officir.

Judge Black was with me for several hours during the day.
Sent Captain Webb, a Canadian volunteer officer and M. S. C., who was surveying

up the Assinniboine, full instruction to cease surveying, and with the staff of his party,
who are all cadets, proceed to Prairie Portage, and organize a force of four companies
there. When organized, equipped, and provisioned, to advise me, express, and await
orders, drilling industriously in the meantime.

Assembled Chief " Prince's " men in the Fort to-day. The Proclamation was
readJ and explained to the men in Indian ; it was also read in the English, many of
the men having a fair understanding of that language, after which I explained, as
interpreted by * * - , the manner in which the country had become connected with
Canada, and the object of the incoming government. They all seemed loyally disposed,
cheering heartily for the Queen, and those of them who had guns, firing them off with
evident enthusiasm.

Knowing the views of the Lieutenant Governor to be opposed to the employment,
at the present time, of the Indians in putting down the insurgents, and such being my
own feelings also, while at the same time it vould not be politic to dampen. the
dawning loyalty of these men by refusing their services entirely, I made the Chief select
fifty of his best men to come into the Fort as a guard. I have explained to him that
neither he nor his men will be called upon to fight, excepting in case the Fort is
attackel, and as he is an intelligent man, I made him acquainted with the reasons.
He expresse'd himself as perfectly satisfied, and left me with his pride evidently
gratified by being entrusted with the service. The rest of his men I paid and sent
home, having thanked them in the name of the Government for their promptness in
turning out.

Wrote to the Lieutenant Governor, (see letter to him of this date.) Mr. Dease and
Dr. Schultz were with me during the evening. Mr. Dease still sanguine as to the stand
which will be taken by the loyal French.

The printing presses in the Town remaining in the armed custody of the French, sent



109

Mr. Laurie, a practical-printer, up to Winnipeg for a small hand press and type lent by
Dr. Schultz.

FrimAY-r, December 3rd.

Made inspection of the Fort, investigating contents of magazine. &c., ordered removal
of some large Hudson Bay boats which had been laid up for winter, close to the outside of
the Fort walls. Directed bastions to be cleared out, made working drawings of Csled for
mounting a brass six pounder gun, found in a corner of one of the stores. Gave orders for
this sled to be built by Mr. Avel, the Company's engineer at Lower Fort.

The return of men enrolled in the several Parishes, giving a satisfactory assurance
that the requisite force would be raised. I gave orders for the delivery of beef and other
supplies to be stored in the Fort.

Mr. Hart, P. L. S., an excellent man of business, was appointed quartermaster and
entered at once upon his duties, The hand printing press having arrived this morning,
Mr. Laurie set up and printed the Proclamation, a number of which were at once distributed
through the Settlemnt.

There would appear to have been a good deal of excitement in the Town of Winnipeg
last night, judging from a note received from Dr. Shultz, in which lie states that his
premises were entered about midnigiht by 'iel with twenty-four men, but having delayed
a few hours at Mr. John Tait's on his way up, he thus escaped being made prisoner. He
states also that search was made throughoht the Towa for Dr. Bovn, but Bown had
escaped, and was in hiding, where, no one appeared to know.

About the middle of the day Dr. Bown arrived in company with Mr. Stuart Mulkins,
of my office, in a room over which he (Bown) had been concealed during lait night, and
had escaped detection, although the premises had beei searched by Riel and his party.

Wrote Dr. Schultz, that the Canadians in Winnipeg wore to keep perfectly quiet,
and remain in their.lodgings, and not to invite, either by word or by deed, any attack from
the Frenclh, to bear even insult without resenting it-not to fire upon any of the Insurgents
witliou being first firel upon. I represented to him that a collision, at present, would, in
consequence of our not being fully prepared, possibly result disadvantageously.

Wrote Governor McTavish, asking orders to receive such arms as were at the
folloving Posts of the Company, viz:-st. Port Alexander; 2nd. White Horse Plains;
3rd. Prairie Portage; 4th. Oak Point, Manitoubah. In the evening received his reply,
marked "B."

Reeived the numerous calls from people in the settlement, expressing a strong desire
to co-operate in putting down the French now in Fort Garry.

Learning that Mr. BDyd, of Boyd and Inkster, had a large supply of powder, a lot of
arms, stock of blankets, anl a considerable quantity of beef, sent an order for them, and
they arrived during the day. The guns were at once dis5ributed among the men who
were deficient il arms. I also male it known that where ever there were any spare arms,
I wishel them sent to the Fort for the use of the Gavernment.

SATURDAY, December 4th.

]Received a note from Dr. Schultz this morning, in which he states that a number of
the enrolled Canalians and others collected at his house, last evening ; it is presumed, on
his request, anticipating a possible attack on his property, and the Government provisions
in his charge; that, in the course of the night, bodies of men of the French party
repeatedly made their appearance around the outside of his house and premises, evidently
inviting attack from the party inside. That they repeatedly adjourned for liquor to

'Lone's Saloon; that they were there harangued by Riel, - finally that the came to the
front of his house, went through various manouvres, detaching parties to the rear, &c., and
then went off to the Fort, leaving the Dr. and his party, between one and two o'clock Â. m.,
unmolested.
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From the occurreuces of last niglit it is evident to me, that a very critical condition
of affairs exists at Winnipeg. · A single shot which may be fired by either party would
precipitate possible deplorable results. As yet, the force I am organizing is not, nor will
it be probably in a condition to justify a collision for ten or twelve days. I shall, therefore,
give orders to the Canadians to withdraw from Winnipeg, and with that view have written
to order-a copy of which is marked "A 1." Wrote also instructions to Major Boulton
on this subject, marked " A 2." Wrote also Dr. Schultz to same effect (see copy marked
" A 3."

Towards evening, Mr. James McKay, and Mr. Nolin, a French half-breed, arrived,
bringing a copy of the French List of Rights - the first I had seen - and stating that
their object was, as individu:ls, anxious to ses peace restored, to ascertain how far I could
put them in a position to assure the French party that these xights would be granted by
Mr. McDougall.

I explained to them that I coulI give no assurance whatever,-that I could only say
thit some of thoso " Rights," as th-ey were callel, I had reas>n to believe it was the
Governor's intention to have emboliel in his policy, but that others of them could not, in
my opinion, be allowed.

Mr. McKay begged that the order to arm, on the part of the rest of the Settlement,
should be delayed further, as his belief still vas that matters could be settlel amicably,
and represented, in strong language, the outrages that would ensue, owing to the savage
and revengeful instincts of these men, in case of hostilities. He expressed the opinion
that if blood were shed il the Settlement, Mr. McDougall, aud his fanity, at Pembina,
would be murdered, and, further, that even, at the present time. my own life was in danger
from assassination, and cautioned me from what had come to his knowledge, to be very
careful in my movements outside the Fort.

With regard to the prospect of a peaceful settlement, he said he was convinced that
even now, if the French party could be satisfied that Mr. McDougall actually held a
parchment commission under the Great Seal, and that he had been duly sworn into office
as Lieutenant Governor, they would no longer oppose his entrance.

I then gave Mr. Mc.Kay the memorandum marked " A 4," and he and Mr. Nolin left
the Fort, sanguine that my proposition might lead to the disbanding of the French.

Mr. Alexander McKenzie, of Mapleton Parish, a Scotch half-breed, who hal fomerly
been for some years the master of a Post in the Hudson Bay service, was introduced to
me to-day, and expressed his willingness to enrol a company in the parish, and I gave him
the requisite authority.

Received note from Major Boulton, marked " E;" also another from Dr. Schultz,
marked "F.

SuNDAY, December 5th.

Sent up orders for enrolment of a company in St. James, also one in Headingly,
that for the latter being enclosed ta Rev. J. Carrie (see Mr. Carrie's note previously
received, marked "G." Enclosed., vith Mr. Carrie's letter to me, was an address of
welcome frmn inhabitants af Hig' Bluff, Assinniboine, to Lieutenant Governor, marked
" G H.")

Mr. Joseph Marion, French half-breed, of the loyal party, and who had been sent ta
Prairie Portage with Mr. Farmer, ta post the Proclamation, on the first, arrived dnring
the day. Sent him up to Mr. Dease's, directing the latter to have his men armed, and
await orders.

Received a second letter from Major Boulton, marked "I." This officer, and Mr.
Snow, called in the evening. Mr. Snow very desirous to have Canadians allowed to
remain in Winnipeg, to guard Government Provisions, &c. Told him whoever stayed there
aftertheorders Ihal given, assumel the responsability, that as representing the Government,
I did not desire a guard on the provisions at the risk of its causing a collision at the
present tir.e.



MONDAY, December 6th.

It having been represented that thie response would be more complete if I would
make a call, and accompany it with evidence, that all could see as to my authority, I put
the same in type yesterday, on the C. M. S. press ,coming to hand, and to-day it was
printed and distributed (see copy marlkedI "K 1.")

Received letter from Major Boulton, as to state of affairs in Winnipeg, marked " K."
At once wrote and sent off peremptory orders, reiteratirg those of the 4th inst., for the
Canadians to leave the town (see copy marked "K 2.")

Wrobe Mr. James Ross, in reply to his n'ote (copy marked "K 4.") Reply marked
"K 3."

Understanding that Mr. Grant, of Sturgeon Creek, had a small howitzer, wrote him,
sending a messenger for it.

Judge Black was with me for an hour or two to-day. Mr. Sutherland, a Member of
the Council of the colony, and an Officer of the Kildonan Company, with Mr. McBeth,
called also. Mr. Sutherland seemed strongly of opinion that, if I would meet the French
Council. it might result in their sending a delegation to the Lieutenant Governor. I
expressed my willingness to do so, and lie left with the uinderstanding that he was to see
the French Leaders to-morrow morning, an, if possible, arrange for a meeting.

TursDor, December 7th.

Last evening, about eight o'clock, a Mr. Alexander Black and his wife called upon me.
Mrs. Black had been up to town to consult Dr. Schultz professionally, and had had

much difficulty, so she informed me, in getting into the village, and still more in getting
access to the Doctor, in consequence of close investment of the place, and particularly of
the house of the latter, by the French party.

She brought a verbal message from Dr. Schultz to me, as he told her he was afraid to
trust a letter, to the effect that some forty Canadians were in a state of siege in his house.
That they could not go out either to get food, wood or water, and begged for help. This,
it is clear, would not have occurred had, my previous orders, repeatedly given, for the
Canadians to leave the town, been obeyed. My force in the Settlement was not as yet
organized; and not having heard, so far, from Capt. Webb, I felt that the crisis was one
involving very grave consequences.

Thinking, however, on the moral effect of the object I had in view, should the
Canadians be captureci, it seemed a duty to relieve them, if possible; and believing, as
Mrs. Black said, the French in the town were not more than fifty in number; that on the
appearance of a considerable body of men, coming up from the direction of the Lower
Fort, the French guard would fall back on Fort Garry, and so leave time for the besieged
party to come out and return with us ; and that the relief could be effected in this way,
without necessarily having a collision, I determined on that course.

About forty men of the company. the head-quarters of which are at Stone Fort,
were dillling at the time, and exp;essed their readiness to go, and I then got a sleigh and
drove up the Settlement, to gathier, if possible, sixty additional volunteers from among the
enrolled men, believing that I should have little or no difficulty in getting that number
in St. Andrews. I found, however, that the requisite force would not be forthcoming.
Indeed, there appeared to me to be anu entire absence of the ardour which existed
previously. Some of the leading men in St. Andrews, who are filling the position of
officers in the two companies in this parish, viz :-Mr. D. Gunn, Mr. Joseph Macdonald,
Mr. Thomas Sinclair,-met me at the'Rev. Mr. Gardener's. and it became evident that
the project for the relief of the Canadians must fall to the ground.

I expressed a conviction that some agency was at work whicli had produced a change
in the feelings o the people, and the gentlemen present, agreeing with me, remarked that
it might probably be accounted for by the distribution througlh the parishes, during yester-
day, of the Frenchl "List of Rights." It was stated, that, up to the time of dissemination
of this document, no one but theiselves knew what the demands of the malcontents were;
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and now that they hadi been published, some of them proving reasonable in their character,
and the whole accompanied by expressions of a willingness to send a deputation to Pembina,
to treat with the Lieutenant Governor, it might easily be conceived that the effect on the
rest of the people would be to make them less jealous of French domination, and more
hopeful of seeing peace brought about by other means that by a resort to arms.

Returned to the Fort at 2 a.m., finding a messenger had arrived during my abserce,
bringing from the Lieutenant Governor a Proclamation directing the former officials of the
Colony to continue to discharge their several duties as previous to the first instant. As
the messenger returned at once, I wrote to the Lieutenant Governor hurriedly in return,
giving an account of the changed rsituation, and the evident effect of the French '- List of
Rights," a copy of which, as also a copy of note received from Mr. James Ross, I enclosed
with letter.

Sent off with at 3-a.m., a verbal message, to be conveyed, if possible, io the beseiged
party, telling them of my inability to relieve them, and that if obliged to surrender, they
must ,only get the best terms they could.

Desiring to investigate further the evident change in the feeling of the people in
regard to aggressive measures, I drove up to the Rev. Mr. Black's and convened a meeting
there of leading men in the Scotch Settlement. There were present, Judge Black, Rev.
Mr. Black, Mr. James Ross, Mr. Bernard Ross, Chief Factor Hudson's Bay Company, Mr.
Sutherland, Member of Council, Messrs. John and William Fraser, also members of
Council, and Mr. Polson.

I speedily ,ecame satisfied that the only condition on which the Scotch people would
now arm and drill, would be to act strictly on the defensive; indeed, I was informed that
a public meeting, held in the vicinity, hadjust broken up, at which delegates were appointed
to visit me at the Stone Fort, without delay, to request that aggressive measures might
for the present be abandoned. This attitude on their part, just at the present time,
strengthened the conclusion I had come to, as to the change in sentiment of the people of
the Lower Parishes.

A strong desire was expressed by those present, that I should agree, if the rebels
were willing, to meet their council, aud see if communication could be opened up with
the Lieutenant Governor, in hopes that it miglit bring about peace. I explained that
Mr. Sutherland was authorized by me last evening to see the leaders of the French
party, and arrange for such meeting this morning. Mr. Sutherland said there was so much
excitement among them, all in reference to the seizing of Dr. Schultz's house, that he
had found it impossible to get an interview with Riel. It was settled then that Mr.
Sutherland should arrange such a meeting, if possible, to-morrow morning, and, in any
case let me know what has been done in that direction.

Taken altogether, it appears to me probable that the resort to arms to put down the
French party, at the present time must be given up. I shall not, however, discontinue
the drill going on in the severat parishes, believing that such will not be without good
moral effect on probable negotiations.

While at the meeting at Mr. Black's, the town was represented as being in a state of
great excitement, and before I left, news came that the Canadian party had been obliged
to surrender, and were taken to Fort Garry as prisoners.

As regards this unfortunate affair, there was no force wiith which the party could
have been relieved, and the French party being in overpowering numbers, there was no
alternative but to surrender : indeed, it was an act of folly there remaining there to be
made prisoners of, as I have reason to believe tbey could have made their escape a few
hours previously, without danger or difficulty (see Major Boulton's report on this subject,
marked "L ").

My constant aaxiety, since issuing the first orders on Saturday last, for them to
leave the town, has been to get them away quietly, feeling that at any hour, through their
indiscretion, the entire object of the Government might have been frustrated.

A young gentleman, Mr. Mulkins, belonging to one of the surveying parties, and
whom I sent up to Fort Garry, during the forenoon, to convey a message in connection
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with the besieged Canadians, I learned also had been taken prisoner, and conflned with
Dr. Schultz's party.

While at Mr. Black's, Mr. Caldwell arrived fronm the town, bringing a copy in French
of what may be styled a "Declaration of. Independence," and bearing, unmistakably,
the mark of American manufacture. Mr. Caldwell said he had been forced to print it,
that the French were not satisfied to keep his press from him, but in addition, forced him
to work for.them, by. threats from armed men, who were placed in possession.

WEDNESDAY, Deceniber Sth.

Received a letter from Bishop McCrae this morning (see Copy marked "N ". This
letter evidently corroborated the fact of the change of sentiment among the people.
This is further strengthened by the remarks of people who called upon me : these,
however, I observe, are few in number compared with those of last week. In the course
of the day received another letter from the Bishop marked " O," in which bis Lordship is
joined by Archdeacon McLean, in begging that no aggressive measures may be taken.

It is unnecessary to say that messures of this character are out of the question, as
people evidently will not sustain them at present.

Printed and distributed the Lieutenant Governnor's Proclamation, confirming the
former officials in office.

Have heard nothing as yet from Mr. Sutherland, regarding prospect of a meeting
with the French Council.

THURSDAY, December 9th.

Having become convinced that it is useless longer to entertain any expectation
of being enabled to get a reliable force with which to put down the party in arms,
decided to abandon the call upon the English speaking people, and take advantage of
the disposition of the French, as expressed by them, to send delegates to Lieutenant
Governor, and so withdraw from a situation which the change in sentiment during the last
few days has rendered a false one. I, therefore, this morning issued a notification marked
" P," sending a maniuscript copy, early in the day, to Mr. Bannatyne, at Winnnipeg, with
a note (see copy marked "K 5,") asking him to lay it before the French Council.

Shai retain chief "Prince" and his fifty men to guard the Fort for a few days, until
events further develope themselves.

In course of day received copy of French Declaration of Independence, marked " R.""
Received this evening Joseph Mario.'s letter containing message from Mr. Dease, marked " S,"
by it, the French party, it will be seen, have also determined to act only on the defensive.

Gave orders to cease drill and stop the receipt of any further supplies.
Gave Major Boulton orders to go to Prairie Portage and stop the drilling there; also to

convene a council of the Indians in that neighborhood, particularly the Sioux, who, I have
been informed, are disposed to anticipate a call from the Government by making war on the
French party, and teil them, to be quiet.

No communication has, as yet, reached me from Captain Webb, and the only conclusion
I can arrive at is, that his message has been intercepted.

FariAY, December. 10th.

Two of the chief warriors of Henry '' Prince's" Band, were introduced by him to-day.
There were the usual protestations of loyalty to the Queen, and readiness to fight her enemies.
These men live .up on the Red River, in the disaffected districts, and say that their families are
in fear of the French half-breeds.

To do the Indians justice, they will, I believe, be found loyal to the Government,
throughout the territory.

Messrs. Arkland and Elwood arrived from Winnipeg to-day. They report the French
continuing to arrest Canadians wherever they fnd them, and that even they, themselves,
although having taken no part, feel that they may be arrested any moment. They bring no

* Not in the original.
12a--15
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news regarding the. imprisoned Canadians, but report that the French have commenced the
search for, and taking possession of arms in private houses, asserting their intention to go
through the settlement for that prse.

Reported to the Lieutenant GJvernor, sending this Record up to the present time,
and stating my intention to join him, at Pembina at an early day, and trusted the papers to
two of Henry Prince's Indians, selected by hi for that purpose.

J S. DNIs,

Lieutenant and Conservator of the Peace
In and for the N.-W. Territories.

CoPIEs of Papers referred to in the foregoing Record of Proceedings.

["") FôiORT GnRR, December 4th, 1869.
Cotonel Dennis, c., &c., Lower Fort Garry.

Sm,-I have the honor to acknowledge -the receipt of your letter of. the 3rd inst.,
making enquiries as to the number of guns .hich might be had frorathe Hudson Bay
Company's Posts near the Settlement. In reply, I beg to say that, at present, I cannot
give any very defmite information, as the stock, at no time very large at any of those
Posts, will, at present, entirely depend on what the wants of the Indians have been in
the Autumn; but there -may be still on hand at those Posts, as follows:-At Fort
Alexander, possibly 10 guns; at White Horse Plains, from 10 to 15; at Point du Chêne
fromn 4 t 6. At Portage la Prairie must be very few.

From here I could supply averylarge number, if I could get them out which for
inore than a Week past. Ihave been watching an opportunity te do. Had it not been
for the excitement abou the pork there would have been in all probability sixty guns in
one of the out-houses here, wih is without the wall, beiesi a good supply sent to Oak
Point, but which, owing to the appearance of the people here, Dr. Cowan caused te be
countermanded when the sledges were loading. I enclose four osders for the deivery of all
arms te yonrmessengers, having authority fromn you to give receipt for therm.

I have the honor, Àc.
WM McTAvissr.

[A 1.]
STONE FORT, December 4th, 1869.

,Pemorandum of Ordersfor the Enrolled Uanadians in the 1own of Winnipeg.

These men are not in a position where they can be supported by any force, of which
I am at present aware, should they be attacked by the Rioters under Riel, which seems
to me likely to occur.

I am convinced the object of ·the latter is now to provoke themI beyond endurance,
and so precipitate a collision, in which he would try to show that the Canadians were
the aggressors, with the:hope, that, In such case, he might obtain the aid of the rcst of
the French party.

I have, thereforce, to request that the Canadians will withdraw frorn the Village, and
come down to the Scotch Settlement, where I will meet them, and establish them in
defensible quarters, in which they will serve as an outpost, and under circumstances wrhere
they can be readily reinforced, if necessary.

They had better come down this:evening, and report to me7 or te Major Boulton, at
the Rev. Mr. Black's.

J. S. DENNIs

Lieut-Colonel.
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LowER FORT, 4th December, 1869.
Memoridum for Mqjor Boulto..

I have instruéte C anadians to withdraw fromn town and propose to put, the say,
in the Scotch Church, if the Rev Mr. Black l g. They will remain there with as
many additional men as you may think necessary, obtàined in the neighborhood. They
will serve as an outpost and rendezvous for the loyal, in case of any demonstration being
made by Riel's party on the Lowe Settlement. This post will be under your immediate
comnand. I have sent forward a supply; consisting of 50 blankets, 20 guns, 2 quarters
beef, 4 bags flour, 1 cooking stove, furniture and pipes, 10 lbs. tea, 1 bag bullets,
2,000 caps.

Anything further reqüired you can probably procure there. If not, let me know.
Organise the men as you think best. 'Report to me every day, if possible. Should Mr.
Black not be willing, and you can find any other easily defensible house there, take it
instead of the Church. Let your sentries be particular to note movements along the
highroads, and send forward notices of any such at once. I have received, from parties
now with me, who left Fort Garry late this afternon, information that such a move in this
direction is contemplated.

J. S. DENNIS.

P.S.-Write me fully and candidly the present feeling in the Scotch Settlement,
to-morrow. Hire any transport necessary.

J. S D.

[A8]
STONE FORT, 4 December, 1869.

Dr. Schultz, Winnipeg.

MY DEAR aR. SOCHULT,-From the occurrences of last night, the anxiety of Riel is
evident to have the Canadians draw the first blood, which latter would be. anything but
disirable just now. I have come to the conclusion that they must be withdrawn, and have
therefore ordered it by bearer.

I shall go up and meet them at the Scotch Church, and establish them there as an
outpost, under Major B'oulton. I see no other course for you to pursue, but to send Mrs.
Schultz to a friend's house, as you propose, shut up your premises, and let the property
take its chance. As to the Government provisions, should the guard be still over them, I
shall not, as representing te Government, require them to remain there any longer. They
had better, therefore, lock up the place and leave. I would be glad to have them come
down with the others, and enrol in the force at the outpost,; but will leave that to
themselves.

Were my force organised I would not allow Canadians to be used as you have been
there; but I ami not at all in a position to act, and regret to say things move but slowly
here. You speak of enthusiasm-I have not seen it yet with anybody but "l Prince's"
men.

In haste, truly yours,
J. S. DENNIS.

[A 4.]
STONE Fo&T, LowER SETTLEMENT, 4th December, 1869.

MEMoRANDUM.-Mr. James McKay tells me the French party say they are willing
to obey the Queen's commands, but assert that the Ho i. Wm. McDougall, is not duly
appointed and sworn into office as Her Majesty's Representative, and that he thinks, if
they could be satisfied of this, they would offer no further opposition to that hon.
gentleman entering the settlement.

If there is any doubt upon this point humiliating to the Queen's Representative
to be called on tg show his commission, Mr. McDougall, I think, would be disposed



116

to consent to even this, rather than be the cause of bloodshed among the people, I would

thorefore, make the following proposition:
I will go to Pembina, and obtain the Commission, and place the same in the hands

of Governor McTavish, together with the certificate of the Crown Law Adviser, at
present with the Lieutenant Governor, that the latter has been duly sworn into office.

Upon this the French party at once to disband, and offer no further opposition to

Mr. McDougall entering the Settlement.
Upon the leaders of the French party signing an agreement to the above effect,

I will give orders to cease any further steps towards arming by the English speaking

people in the Territory. .

Lieutenant and Conservator of the Peace.

[E.]
WINNIPEGC, 4th December, 1869.

Lieutenant Colonel Dennis.

SI.-I have. the honor to inform you that I have received your communication
containing memo to the Canadians. Dr. Lynch, Mr. Snow, Dr. Schultz, and myself, have
consulted together, and have come to the conclusion, that, under the circumstances (that
we have 70 men and 65 good arms on the premises), we have a strong position, and could
resist successfully a strong attack. It is now nine o'clock, the men are all posted, and
the rebels know it. There are no men moving about, and no indications of any attack,
and a retreat would, or might, inspire the rebels with more confidenci than they appear
at present to possess.

Your memo to the Canadians sys: "they had better come down this evening,"
which, apparently, leaves us the opportunity of using our own judgment under existing
circumstances. I wrote to you this.afternoon Mr. Prud'homme's house is a large one,
and empty, and could be occupied and filled with provisions and stores. I will go down
to-morrow, and see you, and receive your further orders. I have written a letter to Mr
Pinkham at St. James's, to call a meeting, that I might enrol volunteers and drill them.

I have, & !.,
C. W. BOULTON.

[F.]
ToWN OF WINNIPEG, Saturday night.

DEAR COLONEL DENNIs,-Events have a good dealchanged since the writing of this
morning. The firm stand seems to have had its effect, and to day nothing of moment
occurred. This afternoon President Bruce visited me (no guard) at 4 p.m. Said he had
come to explain to me, and to ask explanation; reminded me of the " bon accord " in times
past, and of the services I had rendered him in times of sickness, and he asked me wlere
was the sticking point in their resolutions ? On my mentioning the insulting nature of
the last one, he said that they had not so meant it, and that I must have an incorrect copy
-spoke slightingly of Riel-said they could not go te see the Governor at Pembina, but
would like to see you. I told him that I thought you would see him alone, as he proposed
witiut Riel, but thought that Riel would spoil everything-assented to this, and said
that after he returned from Stinking River to-morrow, he would see me, and arrange a
mee ing. I give this for what it is worth-other indications peint te its probabi1iti.

With thanks for your kind wishes as to Mrs. Schultz.
I remain, &c.,

JOHN SCHULTZ.

P.S. Captain Boulton writes the news of most of the Canadians here, and I think
the altered circumstances will probably induce yon to countermand or modify order.
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HEADINGLY, December 3, 1869.
Colonel Dennia.

DEAR SI,-As Mr. Farmer, who brought the Proclamation here, intimated to me
that you wished me to give some information concerning the loyalty of this parish, I have
the honor to inform you, that nearly all the people are loyal to the Queen, and wish to
become a part of the Dominion of Canada. I have spoken to a number of persons lately
about the matter, and all have expressed their willingness to enlist as volunteers, to bring
in and establish the Hon. Wm. McDougall as Governor in these Territories, and also to
assist in preserving British Law and order amongst us. A paper to that effect is now
being signed at Mr. John Taylor's house. I am sure if you were onlyto come among us,
or if any one were to come with proper authority to call out volunteers, I do not think

any one in the parish would refuse to go, except a few individuals who are of no account

anywhere, and who would do well to vanish into "thin air" as soon as possible. I
enclose a copy of resolutions, passed at a public meeting held at Mr. Tait's house,
November, 29, i.e., before the Proclamation was issued. You will see from them that

the parish proved loyal then ; it is much more so now, since the Proclamation has been
issued.

I may remark, that in reference to the first resolution, it is apparently defective. To
express the wish of the meeting, the latter part of it would read thus: "until the entry
of the Canadian Government, and then we will support and strengthen the said Canadian
Government."

With best wishes for the success of your undertaking,

I remain, yours, &c.,

JAMES CARIE,

Incumbent Headingly Parish.

"GoD SAVE TuE QUEEN.

["G. H."]

To the Honorable William McDougall, C.B., Lieutenant Governor of the British Nor1,
West Territory in America.

We, the undersigned inhabitants of High Bluff, desire to express to your Excellency,
as Her Majesty's Representative, our sentiments of loyalty to Her Majesty the Queen of

Great Britain and Ireland, and also our ardent desire that your Excellency may speedily
arrive safe among uis -deeply regretting that untoward circumstances have so long
deprived us of Your Excellency's presence.

Signed by 61.

(I.)
WINNIPE, December 4th, 1869.

To Colonel Dennis.

SIR,-I have the honor to inform you I proceeded to Kildonan School House. Owing
to a break down on the road, I was detained an hour. I found the School House full,

and proceeded at once to explain the object of my coming. I read your Commission and

Service Roll Heading. After concluding the speaking, some of the older men questioned

me as to the legality of it. I argued the point, and failed quite to satisfy them, though

the majority were against the legal quibble, bût I judged it best to satisfy parties, and

agreed to postpone the meeting to 10 o'clock this morning, to allow said parties to get

Judge Black's opinion (I told them the only legal authorities, the Governor, Mr. Richard's

M Judge BlacIl were satisfied of tlh legality.)



118

I metthenmêaiain lhismrning at 10 o'clook, though not so numerous. Judge Black
had given his opinion-these men were perfectly satisfied, and came forward and headed
the Roll. I took down sixty names then and there, formed a company, appointed officers
and4 sergeants; 1 officer and 2 sergeants, to the Districts in which thei. squad -or sub-
division reside. The people were numerous, and are to assemble on Monday at 1 o'clock,
whenI expect over 100 men to be there, and I will have two company's officered and
formed and ready to turn out at a call from their Lieutenants and Ensigns. I have come
up here to assist Dr. Schultz and the partyý; I shal put the mon here in a thorough:state
of organization, and find out the amount of ammunition and arms. We-are going to
assemble:here, and keep guard all night,and resist attack_; but I shall not allow:any one
to provoke it. Will you send up ammunition, &c., as we ought to have it handy near
here. I think we ought to havë piovisions, &c., stored for necessity, It wiil hold a:great
number, and when the Portáge people come down itwill be required.

The people here are very anxious, and everywhere wish the organization to be
completed as soon as possible, for the French gain strength by time. There was quite a
demonstration last night. Mr. * * place:was also pla:ced atour disposal for stores or
men.

If you send-me any orders to carry out, I willdo so without delay. We shall have
about 70 to-night; to dfend this:place, I think. Owing to my break down last night, and
hurry, I had not time to leave your letter for Judge 'Black, but sent it this morning.
Everything is cheering for number. Guns are wanted. If the spare arms from the Fort
were sent to Mr. Prud'homme's house, or elsewhere, they would be handy, and many men
want them. I will take steps to have them securely stored when they arrive.

I have, &c.,

C. W. BOULTON, Major.

(K.)
December 6th, 1869,

Lieut.-Col. Dennis.

Si,-I have the honor to inform you, I arrived here last night, about eleven o'clock,
and was met by a messenger, telling me to be careful how I went into town. I accordingly
left my horse and cutter at * * * and went on foot, got around by the river, and
entered Dr. Schultz's house about twelve o'clock. The town was full of Frenchmen, and
they kept parading about, and placed sentries al around the Doctor's, and kept us
on the alert all night. There were about seventy or seventy-five in the Doctor's house.
The greatest number of French. who left the Fort and entered the town was ninety-six.
They were counted as they passed up. They kept coming and going all night. I assembled
the officers of the company, with Dr. Schultz and Mr. Snow, and told them your orders,
and pointed out the reasons why they should not remain on the premises any longer, so
they agreed to leave. I left directions as to there mode of procedure, and gave strict
orders not to be later than two or three o'clock at the outside, in leaving. I then left
with Hallett to go to St. James Parish meeting at nine o'clock, and came across the
Prairie to Kildonan and drilled about 100 men, and had the provisions, blankets, &c., put
intoe I l as the most convenient place to put them in, to await your further orders.
I then went back to town about four o'clock, but could not enter to see what was delaying
them, and heard that Dr. Schultz's house was closely invested, at least that men were all
around it. I met * * * going in, and asked him to let me know what was going on. I
I went over to his house, and he tells me he did not get lu either ; at least he thought it
imprudent to enter. I feel a little apprehensive about them. I do not know why they
have not come out. If they were to leave, I do not think the Frenclh would fife the first
shot, but they begin to look very ugly, and Bishop McCrea tells me there canot be less
than 600 armed men in connection with the Fort. It is thought that some attempt at a
peaceful solution should be made by a discussion of their rights as printed. Riel has
showed such strength of*force that, as au enemy, he is not to be despised. I am only
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giving now to you opinions that I hear in conversation. The people about here
express their wilingness to -take a stand, but apparantly a panic is easily created.
There will be two companies nearly in this Parish. St. Paul's had forty-three names
subscribed, Halletts .arish only gave sixteen names, all good .ones.

Themetiig was âmall, Mr. é * * says that the Parish is a good deal in the
hands of Bsnatyne~and Mr. ltcKenny, *hich accounts for it. I was intendig to
go into ton t-night to see if I cou]d reach Dr. Schultz's house, or iear anythig
of theiut as h a * lias gone in, have thoght btte to remanin as am an
object of suspicion, and woldbe detained as prisoner.

I.hve trietly enjoined, repeatedly, al the Canadiaus to suffer insult rather than
provoke attack, or fre a shot, and I think they ail see the necessity of it, and will be
very careful. I heard they do not number over twenty-five or thirty to-night, as several
left. I suppose when it became known, it was decided to evacuate, though I told Dr.
Lyr h not to letit be known till the preparations were made. I enclose a letter from
the Bishop. The French apparently wish to avoid clashing with the English and Scotch,
and if a bold stand is made tbrough the organization, it may bring about a peaceful
solution. They say the Prencli cannot continue in force, as their families will be left, or
are left, in a very destitute state. I will be about in the morning to ind out the state of
affairs. If the Canadians do leave,[the Town as well .as the FortwiJl be entirely in
the hands of the French. I have given you an account of everything I think of worthy
of note.

I have -the honor,

C. W. BOULTON.

[Kx1.]
Recites commission from Lieutenant Governor McDougall to Colonel Dennis. " By

virtue of the above commission from the Lieutenant Governor, I now hereby call on, and
order, all loyal men of the North-West Territories, to assist me, by every means in their
power, to carry out the same, and thereby restore public peace and order, and uphold the
supremacy of the Queen in this part of Her Majesty' Dominions.

. S. DE rNS,
lieutenant, &c.

Given under my hand, at the Stone Fort, Lower Settlement, this 6th day of December,
in the year of our Lord,1869.

[K 2.]
STONE FORT, 2-30 P.m., 6th December, 1869.

Maro.
To 9he Enrolled Canadians at Winnipeg.

I am told the Rebels are paraded in force in the town of Winnipeg, and are acting in a
manner calculated to provoke a collision with the loyal party.

I cannot be a party top recipitating suich an event just at the present time, and must,
therefore, reiterate my orders of the4th instant, to the enrolled Canadians, to leave the Town
and establishi themiselvés atKildonanr'Sohool-louse, where there is a supply of provisions, anid
wheretheye il-havess sistanQe nf Eand if àttacked.

ajor Bolton,lorin bis absence, Dr. Lynch, must see to this being done. Of course,
if the attemnpt-to corneown*would biing on a fightthey may renain where they are, but
not encouragng h lstilities. et then om e down under cover of the evenng.

J. S. DEmmes,

LieutenantColonel
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STONE FORT, 6th December, 1869.
James Ross, Esq., Winnipeg.

My DEAR SI,-I have this moment received your note. I think it my duty, under my
Commission, not toe relax preparations to put down, by force of arms if necessary, the present
outrageous condition of things ii the Settlement. At the same time, I will be glad to see
the gentlemen of whom you speak. I will not act on the aggressive so long as there is, to
my mid, a satisfactory reason for further delay. It would be the greatest possible relief
to me to see peace restored without resorting to force; but there has been so much temporizing,
that it would almost seem to me, the insurgent party are now actually drawing moral strength
from that very source.

Believe me, &c.

J. S. DENNis.

(K 4.]
6th December, 1869.

Colonel Dennis, &c., &c.
DEAR Sm,-As an opportunity offers, I drop you this lIne to express my strong convic-

tion that you should not make any aggressive movement at present.
Pray do nothing aggressively. I am stiil hopeful of peace. A civil war is altogether too

dear a price to pay for any thing wanted on either side. Many others think so too.

Yours truly, &c.,

JAMES Ross.

P.S.-You may have a deputation from the English-speaking people to-day, or to-mnorrow,
urging that you should make no aggressive movements. I say you may; I cannot tell this
till afternoon. In haste. J. R.

L" K. 5."]
A. E. B. Bannatyne, Esq, Winnipeg.

DEAR Mn. BANNATYNE,-I hope the enclosed will satisfy the French party of my
desire not to see the country made desolate upon a question which, I am confident,
admits of a peaceful solution. Be good enough to make it known to the parties in
arma, if I can contribute in way to bring about a settlement, I shall be glad to
do so.

The paper will be printed and distributed to-day.
Believe me, &c.

J. S. DNis.

LowER FORT GARRY, December 9th, 1869.

Sm,-I have the honor to state for your information my knowledge of the occurrences
of the past few days. According to instructions, I proceeded on Friday, the 3rd, to the
Scotch Settlement, for the purpose of organizing Companies in the Parieh. The following
day I received a letter, asking me to come up to Dr. Schultz's, that a number of men had
assembled there the previous evening to defend the place, as an attack was feared from the
French. .I arrived there in the evening, after my other duties had been performed, and found
they had been reinforced, and numbered about ixty men, Canadians and others. The cause

assigned to me for the assembling, was, that the French had been drinking lu the Saloons,
snd in that state might make an attack. I took down the names of all the men, sud divided
them into sub-divisions and sections. They choose their officers, and non-commissioned officers,
and I distributed them about the houses, so that they may be held in command. Between



121

nine and ten, your orders caine for the men to withdraw. As it was late, and the town was
quiet, and there where a number of ladies and wemen in the bouse, I thouglht better to remain
where we were. The memorandum was not communicated to all the men, as they were dis-
tributed and sleeping in three houses. The town was quiet all night, and the following
morning I went down with Ir. Snow to see you, leaving every thing quiet.

As it was Sunday, I told those men who lad no houses to go to, to remain quiet till I
returned. I did not return that night till twelve o'clock, owing to my horse breaking down.
I got into Dr. Schultz's and found that the French had increased in numbers, and the position
was assuming an aspect of hostility, and one detrimental to the interests of the cause you were
engaged in; and that night ninety-six French left the Fort and entered the town and paraded
about. I gave all the men orders on no account to proveke attack. The night past away
without any demonstration on the part of the French. On the following morning I assembled
the officers of the company, and some others, and communicated your orders, and pointed out
the futility of remaining there. That they were acting on their own responsibility, and con-
trary to your orders. I took the opinion of each one and they all agreed to leave. I accor-
dingly requested Dr. Schultz to take imnmediate steps to remove his family and the other
ladies, and told the officers to let the men either go singly with their arms throughout the
day, or if not with their arms, te wait till all was ready, and march out in a body, which I was
satisfied could be done with case, as the French wanted them to leave the premises and nothing
more. I told the officers not to give the orders to the men till all was ready, lest it might get
out, and a demonstration be made by the French, and as there were a number of females on
the premises, they had to be looked after first. I told him to leave as soon as possible, but on
no account to be latter than three o'clock. I tien left him vith Mr. Hallett, to attend a
meeting at St. James ParisI, and afterwards to drill some coapanies at Kildonan Parish. I
took possession of Mr. Prud'homme's house for the reception of the men, and made a few
arrangements. I then maade an attempt to get into town again about four o'clock, but could not.
I then wrote a letter to you, informnag you of the state of offairs, and that I felt a little appre-
hensive about them, but not much, as I was satisfied if they would retire, they might do so,
knowing the French would not fire the first shot. When the position was first assumed it was
only to protect the premisas and Government property from a comparatively few French, but
on Sunday night they appear to have inereased greatly. Saveral man left" on Monday, but
were not allowed to ratura. Of subsequent events you are already in possession. I do not
know why they do not leave, after my orders of the morning.

I have, &c.,
C. W. BOtTLTON.

["N."] Bisuor's COURT, December 6th, 1869.
Colonel Dennie.

DEAR COLONEL DENNiS,-I grieve to say that the state of things is assuming daily a
graver aspect. I am greatly disappointed at the manifestations of loyalty, and a determination
to support the Government of Mr. MeDougall, on the part of the English population. Instead
of a breaking down of the force of the insurgents, I feel cartain, fron my observations at Fort
Gairry-to day, and fron information fromA Mr. McTavish and others I cn fully rely on, that
over 600 mn are. now in arms, and they are well armed. I see no reason te depend on want
of courage or determination on the part of these man. In addition to this strong exhibition of
force, there is a balief, apptrently on good authority, of a determination to avenge loss of life, if
they are attacked by house te house massacring, or at any rate by individual assassination.

I feel, therefore, that success in an attack with such forces as you can bring together, with
nothing of the common action the Insurgents have, is very problematical, and that the warfare
is likaly te b. such, that a victory will only be less fatal to the Settlement, and the interest of
the Canadian Government than a defeat.

You must not suppose that this comas from one who is timorous; though I never said it

* Supposed from Dr. Schultz's house.
12a-16
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before, I went to the first meeting of the Coucil of Assinnibeine, prepared to rccommcnd a
forcible putting down of the insurrection, and when yoú ct:me in, I hoped that the cxhibiion
of force would be sffficient; but the force of the insurgents has only grown with opposition,
and is no.w, I believe, quite a natch for all that can be brought together -against them. I
would earnestly advise, therefore, the giving up of any idea of attacking the French
position at Fort Garry at present, and also any idea of seizing by stealth on any rebel. Put
away such counsel for a time, at least. I feel that the result to be anticipated would be very
disastrous I see everything to be gained by delay, at any rate there w ould be some oppor.
tunity, perhaps, of bringing about some direct communication between G overnor MeDougall
and the disaffected people. I think you should, on every account, I bring that about; further,
it would be well not to act, till you acertain clearly the mind of the Canadian.Ministry and
people on the way of settling this affair; and I think sometbing is due to the people froea
Governor MeDougall. 1, for one, am at this moment perfectly ignorant of any detail of the
character or policy of his Government. Personally, I do not care for this-I am not only
fervently loyal to the Queen, but I have unquestioning confidence in the management of
Canada. I know all will be right, still there is not less a great want-a ver·y conciliatory
attitude is what is wanted from Governor MeDougall, and a plain setting forth of how the
Govemment is to be conducted, meeting, as far as possible, any of the wishes expressed by the
disaffected persons, and, perhaps, referring others to Canada, but promising a generous con-
sideration of the whole grievances.

This may not be altogether palataible, but the crisis is a grave one for Canada, and much
wisdom is needed. I would not so write, did I not feel certain that if the present numbers of
insurgents keep up, an attack is not feasible, and did I not also feel that some attempt should
be made by those having authority and knowledge to enter into expLuntions with thcm before
making any attack.

The late Government of Assinniboine could not do tbis, for it had no information-all
that coul be done, was to counsel loyal obedience; but at this time something more is caled
for than that.

With kindest regards,
I am, &c.,

R. RUPERT'S LAND.

BIsNor's COURT, December 7th, 1869.

DEAn COLONEL DENN-I,-There is 'a report that you think of coming up at once with
the force you have. I do not suppose that this is the case ; but I am sure any effort at present
is hopeless. They now hold about 60 prisoners, and tbey are more than 600 in number, and
élated. You must be quiet; probably the lives of the prisoners may depend on this-the truth
is, I am afraid nothing can be done by you-only evil is now to b apprehended from action.

I am, very Sincerely, &c.,

R. RUPERT'S LAND.

DF R COLONEL DENNIr- most fully concur in all the Bishop says.

J. McLEAN, Archdeacon.

LowER FORT GARRY, R. R. SETTLEMZNT.
December 9th, 1869.

To A11 Whom it may Concern.

By certain printed p-pers of lite put in circultion by the French part-y, communication
with the Lieutenant Governor is indicated, with a view to Lying before him allegcd rights on
the part of those now in arms.

I think that course very desirable, and that it would lead to good results.
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Under the belief that the French party are sincore in their desire for pence, and feeling
that to ab ndon for the present the c ill on the loyAl to arm, would, in view of such commu-
nications, relieve the situation from mach emb rr.ssment, and so contributc to bring about

peace, and sive the country what will otherwise end in universdA ruin and dcvastation. I now
call on and order the loyal party in the North-West Territory, to cease from further action
under the appeal to arms mude by me; and I call on the French party to satisfy the people of
their sincerity in wishing for a peaceful ending of all these troubles, by sending a deputation
to the Lieutenant Governor at Pembina, without unnecessary delay.

Given under my hand, at the Lower Fort Garry, this 9th day of December, 1869.

J. L. DENNIS

Lieutenant and Conservator of the Peace
In and for the North-West Terriiories.

("S8."]
To COLONEL DENNIS,-I was at Dease's. I 'made my commission, and Mr. Dease

took the letter, and told me he could not do it, because it was too late, that he could
not move without qome one behind liim to watch what he was after. He would not

give any letter. He was afraid that I might be arrested. .He told me to- tell you
that he did not know what to do at this present time. The only thing they decided
in their meeting was, that they should keep themselves together, so that. the French
shonld not be able to force them, unless by war with tleir party ; and more, that his

party did not like to go against the French to figit, but they would never fight
against the Government. That is all he told me. He said that he had no news at all.

ST. BONIFACE, December Sth, 1869.

Copy.

SERVICE ROLL signed by Red River force, at Stone Fort, Red River Settlement,
N. W. Territories, December 1st, 1869.

Whereas, large bolies of armed men, unlawfully banded together, have, during the
last few weeks, committed sundry acts of violence, against the public peace and the
protest of the existing authorities.

We, whose names are subscribed hereto, have agreed, and do hereby agree, to
enroll oarselve3, ani tD serve unler the ordern of Lieutenant Colonel Dennis, and the
officer or officers he may appoint, while .employed in arresting, and putting down. by
force of arms, if necessary, the armed parties so unlawfully assembled, and acting as
aforesaid; and we do agree to furnish such arms and ammunition as we possess, to be
used in the said seavice.

NAME. PARISH. WITNESS TO SIGNATURE.

[" B. 8."]
PEamBINA, December 17th, 1869.

Honorable William McDougall, C.B., Lieutenant Governor, &c., &c.

SI,-I have the honor to report my arrival at this place, on the eveningyof the 15th
instant, having come from Prairie Porta e, across the Plains.
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Raving received, on the evening of the 1Oth instant, a message from Mr. Sutherland,
to say that there vas no prospect of getting the French leaders to agrea ta a meeting, I
decided ta leave the folowing day to report to you in person, in accordance with My
instructions, and completed the necessary arrangements, engaging a guide, &c., &c.

In informing Mr. Hart as to my intentions, I directed him to pay off Chief " Prince"
and bis band, the day of my leaving, and vacate the Fort. Wi'h regard to the supplies
which had been obtained, the provisions, Mr. Hart was given to understand, would be
taken and credited in account by the Hudson Bay Company.

All blankets issued were to be collected and stored. The armis and ammunition
which had been distributed, where the parties were reliable men, to be allowed to remain in
possession, individual receipts being given therefore, as being held subject to Government
order. The powder and bullets which had been called in,- I directed Mr. Hart to say to
the parties from wbom obtained, that they were az their service again, not being required
by the Government. That if thouglit safer at the Magazine at the Fort, they could remain
there till expedient to be removed.

I directed Mr. Hart to return to the survey upon which lie had been previously
egaged, advising hlmnettago heyond the limits of the English portion of the

Settlement. At the same turne,I fear he may have been interrupted and possibly
arrested by the French party.

During the nigliht, a report renched me that a body of Sioux, said to Le 500,
were on their -ty to the * Settlemenit, andhad gone as far as Poplar Point, bent upon
commencing war '" upon their own hook."

Believing that matters in the Red River Settlement were sufficiently complicated,
without adding in a raid from the Sioux, and fearing that, should the Report have
had good~foundation, Major Boulton, who left at 4A.M., on the 10th instant, miglit not
meet the -' War Party," as he was to go straight through to the Portage by the "Grosse
Isle," I decided to investigate the matter, and, if the Report proved true, to use my best
endeavours to turn the Indians back, and thus prevent a calamity, in which, probably,
French and Engiish might be involved. I, therefore, left the Fort at 2 A.m., changedr
horses at the Town of Winnipeg, and drove through, without meeting interruption of any
kind, to Poplar Point, arriving at Mr. George Taylor's about 1 .x.

At Mr. Taylor's, I met Capt. Webb and Mr. Newcombe, actively engaged in connec-
tion with the Company, which had its head-quarters at this point.

Captain Webb handed me lis Report (see copy herewith, dated 1lth December),
which he had prepared, and was intendei to send off to-day.

I found about 100 lodges of Sioux encamped here, and between here and Prairie
Portage. And at the time of my arrival, Major Boulton, who reached this point the
evening previous, and had at once acted upon the orders given him, vas holding a council
with them, at which, "Little Fox," Head Chief of tbe Cree Nation, was also prEseat.

The report which bas reached the Settlement as to the Sioux was entirely without
foundation. They asserted themselves as on the Government side, but said they had had
no intention of "makinc war," without being first asked to do so by the Governor.

"Little Fox," who visited me at Mr. Taylor's, after the council, is a man of consider-
able mind, and may be .ully relied on as loyal. He is much respected by both Whites
and Indians, and, independent of the control he bas over his own people, has a great deal
of influence with the Sioux and other tribes of the plains.

Major Boulton, at my request, distributed soma presents to the Chiefs, dividing
amongst them, also a small supply of provisions.

Wishing to call-on the leading people at High Bluff and the Portage, to explain the
roason why the movement was to b- given up, I continued my journey, and called during
the afternoon ou some of the principal men at the first-named place, Who took part in the
address to the Lieutenant-Governor, and who have latterly identified themselves with the
volunteer movement.

Mr. Hamilton, M.S.C., under Captain Webb, was zealously lrilling the company
here, and reported very favourably of the mcen.
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Arrived at the Portage at 6 p.m.
In view of abandoning the call, it is so fortunate that Captain Webb had so far

accumulatel no surplus supplies. The beef and flour, not more than a barrel or two
which was presented to the "Fox " and " Sioux." I gave Captain Webb instructions,
similar to those of Mr. Hart, as to blankets, guns, and ammunition.

It was evident that the abandonment of the movement did not meet with much favor
in that Sttlement; the number of men enrolled, however, ware only ninety-nine, and
alone would have been insufficient to effect anything of consequence.

The force, altogether organized, and more or less drilled, under my Commission,
stands very nearly as follows:

No. Head Quarters. Officers. Men. Approximate Days' Dril.
1 Stone Fort........... .3 71 4
2 St. Andrews........... 3 50 3
3 St. Paul's ............ 3 35 1
4 Kildonan................ 3 74 3
5 Winnipeg (supposed)... 3 40 No returns either ot strength or drill.
6 Poplar Point.......... 3 31 4
7 High Bluff............ 3 32 4
8 Portage La Prairie..... 3 36 4

"Chief Prince" and men... . . . 1 50 10

25 419 Average 4 days.

Gave Captain Webb instructions, similar to those of Mr. Hart, as to continuing the
survey through the present winter. His operations, however, will necessarily le limited
to that part of the Settlement from Poplar Point to Prairie Portage.

Finding that a guide could be obtained to take me direct from the Portage to
Pembina, I made the necessary arrangements, and left the following morning at 7 a.m.

The trip across the plains occupied more time than expected, the ponies being in
many places impeded by crust on the snow. The third day also was stormy, and it was
not till the evening of the fourth day that I arrived at my destination.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

J. S. DENNIS,

Lieutenant-Colonel, &c., &c.

OTTAWA, 19th February, 1870.

The Honorable the Secretary of State for the Provinces, Ottawa.

Sin,-I have the honor to transmit you herewith, the copy of a letter addressed to
the Honorable the Minister of Publie Works, as to the occupation of a certain portion of
my time, while in the North-West Territory, during the past season.

As my connection with late events in that country has, I am led to believe, been
misunderstoocl by many people, I would respectfully ask that the letter referred to may
accompany the other papers on this subject, should the latter be sent down to the Rouse
of Commons.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

J. S. DExIs, P.L.S.
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OTwA, 12th February, 1870.
The. Honorab!e the Minister of Public Works, Ottawa.

Sir,-I have the honor to report to you, as to the occupation of my time in the Red
River Territory, during that pairtion of the past season when not personally present
superintenling the surveys in progress under my instructions of tha 10th July last.

With tie exception oF conferring with Mr. Hart and Mr. Webb, the surveyors in
charge of pirties in the fiell, in th beginning of December, wbn sent into the Setle-
ment by Mr. MeDougall, as to the progres of the work, and giving thema instructions for
the luture, th- abova period embraes all the tinme subsequent to the 29th of October.

During this tim, my services have been, at his request, given to the Hon. William
McDoagall, ta aid by different means, as suggestod by himslf, to obtain his admission to
the Territo::y, of whichs he was seat to administer the government. It may be asked:-

1. Wiy, when I was seat to the Territory, ta take charge of and superintend the
surveys, I laft my work ta go to meet Mr. McDougall at all? And,

2. Why I did not return, having sean that gentleman, and go on with my surveying
operations

I answer as follows:-

I acted entiraly fraom a sensa of duty, as the only officer or representative in any
way of the Canalian Governmený at the time in th Sattlemeit, to prevent, if possible,
a threatanad outrage on the person of the gentleman sent to the Territory with a
Commission as Lieutenant Governor, which sense of duty was enhanced by the fact that,
as Minister of Public Works, the same gentleman haid, up to that tinme, given me all My
orders; and from hin also, as told me by hiiself, I was to receive all future orders in
tihe event (wiich, wha I laft Canada in July, had been spokan of) of his being appointed
Lieutenant Governor.

In order to shew the ground for assuming that duty required me to take the above
course, i beg to submit the following

The outbreak of a portion of the population in the Settlamant, having for its
ostensible object, the preventing, at ail hazards, .ths honorable gentleman namad from
enteriag ths Terribory, aDearre on the 21st Otob.r, und1 was of a character to call forth
thse liveliest apprehensions as ta the personal safety of that gentlema , should he continue
his journey nortih of the boundary line.

Th- Couneil of Assinniboine, with members of which I was in daily conference, held
several meetings in the emergency, and advised that Mr. MeDougall should, if possible,
b. communicated with, and requested ta stop at Pembina, untilinformd thait it would be
safe i> him t> cosn:> hi3 jaaraey ta Fort Garry; and, on the meeting of Council, on
the 29th Octber, it was resolved to send Mr. MeDougali a despatch to that effect.

I had myseif written Mr. McDougall, fully as to th s ofat a affairs, including the
affilavit of Mr. Walter S. Hyman, sheswing that his (Mr. McDougall's) life might be
endangered by his coming on, till advised that the opposition was withdrawn ; but, by
this tim-', the party in arms hiad saized the mails, and subjected ail travellers to such a
rigid examination that is was very uncertain rhether my letters had reached their
destination.

It was a time of muais excitement. It was evident to me that the Hudson's Bay
Company were powerless to deal witb the outbreak.

Tim avas pressino ; as Mr. MaDougell was expected to reach Pembina at about that
date. I was a stranger then, and, under the paruliar circumstances, knew not whom I
could safely trast, asl I thsrefore charge: myself with th duty of delivering Governor
McTavish's despatlh, and of advisiag Mr. McDougall personally as to the impanding
danger, ai further ta iafo:m hi-n as ta th views ani feelings (with which I had made
myself a-quaintal), of th Eaglish-spaiing people in tie Settlement.

Tise despitch referred ta was put into my hands at 10.30 p.m., on the 29th October.
On the following morning, at 3 o'clock, I left Fort Garry, and passing the camp of the



127

malcontents by a detour, rode through to Pembint, meeting Mr. McDougall at the
Hudson's Bay Company's Fort there. the nrain of the lst Novembar.

I delivered the despatch, and informed him fu ly of the* situation of affairs, and
intended returning again to my office. The horses, my guide, Mr. Wihiam Hallett, and
myself, had ridden through were, however, so exhausted that it vas necessary to allow
them two or three days to recruit, aud while remaining at thie Hudson's Bay Post at
Pembina, with that view, an armed party arrived on the 2nd November, despatched from
the main body at the River Sale, and ordered me out of the Territory, with Mr. McDougall
and party.

My guide, Mr. Hallett, was seized, bound to a c:rt, and driven off a distance
towards Fort Garry.

After a fow days I expressed the desire te Mr. MeDougall to return to Winnipeg,
feeling confident I could get in, in some way; and that, only in my office, and not inter-
fering in any way with the refractory party, I might, probabiy, be allowed to go on with
my duties without being molested.

The honorable gentleman named, however, expressed the wish that I should remain
with him, stating that as I knew the character and temper of political parties in the
Settlement, lie desired to make use of me, and further that he was advised his commission
would take effect on the lst of the ensuing month, and vhen that time came round,
should the malcontents still be in arms, lie might require me to aid him in some
measure by which his authority would te established.

Under the peculiar harassing circumstances in which Mr. McDougall was placed,
I felt it incumbent on me, from every point of view, te comply with his request, and I
remained with him till the evening of the 29th November.

During this time I arranged, and kept up through loyal French half-breeds a regular
and frequent, though necessarily secret, communication with my offiée, by which Mr.
McDongall was kept advised of events as they transpired in the Settlement, and futther,
was actively engaged the whole time in endeavouring to contribute to the ccmfort of that
gentleman, his family, and party.

As the month drew to a close, I was informed by him that he had determined to send
me through to the Rettlement, with a Proclamation to be prcmulgated there cn the lst
December, announcing the transfer of the Territory, and the taking effect of his commis-
sion as Lieutenant-Governor; and further, the advices from there at this time going to
show that the English-speaking portion of the people had become so fearful as to the
ultimate designs of the French party, that they would readily obey any cail made upon
them with authority to put down the outbreak ; he also expressed the intention of giving
me full magisterial powers to be used for that object, should I find the temper of the
people as above indicated. Mr. McDougall stated his intention, as lie said, to give legal
effect to the document, to go to the Hudson Bay Post, or some point in British Territory,
on the morning of the lst December, and execute the originals in the presence of Messrs.
Provencher and Richards.

Accordingly, in order to arrive at Fort Garry on the Ist December, I left Pembina
at 10.30 p.m., on the 29th November; travelled all that night, all the next day, and all
the following night, the greater part of the time through the coldest storm experienced by
mg during tve winter, anJ arrive'l in the Settlement at 5 a.m. on the day expected.

I made the Pro.!amation public, and after consulting a number of the prominent
residents, finding the people in favor of forcible measures, I tookz action under the com-
mission issued to me by Mr. McDougall.

As my proceedings in this matter are fully detailed in the report thereon, now in the
hands of the Government, it is unneeessary for me to repeat them here ; it is sufficient to
say that, finding it inexpedient after all te attempt aggressive measures, I returned to
Pemsbina, in accordance with Mr. McDougall's instructions to that effeCt, arriving there
on tha 15th of the month. I would only say that during these 15 days (and I may say
nights also), I w-as oceupied in a zealous and faithful discharge of what I conceived to be
the highest duty I could render to the Government,-that of endeavouring from day to
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day, by sugh means as at the tine seemed most likely to effect it, to bring about peace
and order in the Colony.

I acted in good faith throughout, not being aware, till I met Colonel De Salaberry
on the 23rd December, on the plains, while on my way to Canada, that the Proclamation
and Commission had been issued by Mr. McDougall, under a misapprehension of the
facts (the transfer of the Territory not having taken place on the 1st December, as
supposed), and were worth no more than waste paper.

I may be permitted to say here, that, although I had"previously felt mortified and
disappointed at not having been able to bring about peace, by means of any kind, on
hearing the statement of Colonel De Salaberry, that feeling changed at once to one of
heartfelt thankfulness that my proceelings had not been the cause (even to the extent of
a drop) of bloodshed among the people.

Mr. McDougall decided to return to Canada, and wished me to return -with him; as
he said, he thought the information I had acquired in the Settleient might be made
available by the Government here ; I caine away also without hesitation.

We left Pembina on the l8th December. Having met with an accident at Aber-
crombie, I was detained a few days on the way, arriving finally at Toronto on the 13th
instant.

Since my return I have been occupied (that is to say, when able to work, as I was
laid up for a fortnight at home from the accident) during the whole time, in preparing
the accounts, reports, &c., for the Department.

Trusting that the foregoing statement and explanation may be satisfactory,

T have the honor to bc. Sir.

Your obedient servant,

.J. S. DEsm.

DEPARTMENT OF SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THnE PRoviNcEs,
OTTAWA, 16th February, 1870.

The Very Reverend the Bishop of St. Bonice.

My LoRD,-I am commanded by His Excellency the Governor General, to acknow-
ledge and thank you for the promptitude with which you placed your services at the
disposal of this Government, and undertook a winter voyage and jouruey, that you might,
by your presence and influence, aid in the repression of the unlooked for disturbances
which had broken out in the North-West.

I have the honor to enclose for your information:
1. A copy of the instructions given to the Honorable Wm. McDougall on the 28th

September last;
2. A copy of a further letter of instructions addressed to Mr. McDougall on the 7th

NDvember
3. Copy of a letter of instructions to theYVery Reverend Vicar General Thibault on

the 4th December;
4. Copy of a Proclamation issued by His Excellency the Governor General,

addressed to the inhabitants of the North-West Territories, by the express desire off the
Queen

5. Copy of a letter adiressed to the Secretary of State, by Donald A. Smith, Esq.,
of Montreal, on the 24th November;

6. Copy of a letter of instructions addressed by me to Mr. Smith, on 10th December
last;

7. A semi-official letter, addressel by the Minister of Justice, on the 3rd January,
1870, to Mr. Smith; also,

8. Copy of the Commission issued to Mr. Smith, on the 17th of January, 1870.
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Copies of the Proclamation issued by Mr. McDougall, at or near Pembina, and of
the Commission issued to Colonel Dennis, having being printed in the Canadian papers,
and widely circulated at the Red River, are, it is assumed, quite within your reach, and
are not furnished ; but it is :iMportant that you should know that the proceedings by which
the lives and properties of the people of Rupert's Land were jeopardized for a time, were
at once disavowed and condemned by the Government of this Dominion, as you will
readily discover in the Despatch addressed by me to Mr. McDougall, on the 24th of
December, a copy of which is enclosed.

Your Lordship will perceive, inthese papers, the policy which it was and is the desire
of the Canadian Government to establish in the North-West. The people of Canada have
no interest iu the erection of institutions in Rupert's Land which public opinion condemns;
nor wpuld tliey wislh to see a fine race of people trained to discontent and insubordination,
by the pressure of an unwise systen of Government, to whichBritish subjects are unac-
customed or averse. They look hopefully forward to the period when institutions, moulded
upon those which the other Provinces enjoy, may be established, and, in the meantime,
would deeply regret if the civil and religious liberties of the whole population were not
adequately protected by such temporary arrangements as it may be prudent at present to
make.

A Convention has been called, and is now sitting at Fort Garry, to collect the
views of the people, as to the powers which they may consider it wise for Parliament
to confer, and the Local Legislature to assume. When the proceedings of that conference
have been receiv'ed by the Privy Council, you may expect to hear from me again; and,
in the meantime, should they be communicated to you on the way, Ris Excellency will
be glad to be favored with any observation that you may have leisure to make.

You are aware that the Very Reverend the Vicar-General Thibault and Measrs.
Donald A. Smith and Charles de Salaberry are already in Rupert's Land, charged with
a Commission from Government. Enclosed are letters to those gentlemen, of which you
will oblige me by taking charge; and I am commanded to express the desire of Ris
Excellency that you will co-operate with them in their well-directed efforts to secure a
peaceful solution of the difficulties in the North-West Territories which have. caused
His Excellency muchl anxiety, but which, by your joint endeavours, it is hoped »nay be
speedily removed.

1 have, &c.,
JOSEPs HOWE.
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ADDENDA

TO THE

CORRESPONDENCE AND OTHER PAPERS

CONNBCTED WITII RECENT OCCURIRENCES IN THE

NORTH WEST TERRITORIES.

The Secretary of State to the Governor General.

(Copy.-CANxADA.-No. 7t)
DOWNING STREET, 8th January 1870.

No. 134, Nov. 25th, 1869. Sir,-I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
147, Dec. , " despatches noted in the margin, relating to the recent disturbances
156, ,, 17th' >' in the Red River Settlement. In the despatch No. 156 you
14, ,, 23rd, , enclose Copy of the Minute of the Privy Council of Canada,

e. 2oth 18y69 or ny, conveying their views on the present position of the Cañladian
Colonial Office, Jan. Sth, Government in regard to the transfer of the Hudson Bay
1870. Company's Territories to Canada. I transmit, for your information,
a copy of a letter on this subject, which has been received from the Hudson Bay Company,
together 'with a copy of the answer which I have caused to be returned to it.

I observe, with great satisfaction, the anxiety manifested by the Canadian Govern-
ment to avoid any collision with the Insurgents in the Red River Settlement, and to
exhaust all means of explanation and reconciliation before having recourse to force. I
entirely agree with your Ministers that bloodshed might lead to the most deplorable
consequences, and should not be risked except under the pressure of the most urgent
necessity. The illness of Mr. McTavish is much to be lamented, but I have perfect
confidence in the Hudson Bay Company, and have no reason to doubt that their Officers
in the Territory are animated by an equally friendly spirit with the Company. A state-
ment las appeared in a newspaper report to the effect that Mr. McDougall was enlisting
Sioux Indians with the view of employing them against the Insurgents. I do not doubt
that this intention was erroneously imputed to MIr. McDougall. If any apprehension on
the subject had existed in my mind, it would have been removed by the Minute of the
Privy Council.

I have, &o.,
(Signed,) GRANVILLE.

Governor General,
The Rt. Hon. Sir John Young, Barb., G.C.B., G.C.M.G., &c., &c., &c.
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Sir Staford Northcote to Sir F. Rogers.

(Copy.) Hoos's BY HousE,

LoNDON, December 28, 1869.

Sin-I am desired by the Committee of the Hudson's Bay Company, to transmit to
you for the information of Earl Granville, copies of the several communications named
in the accompanying lists, some of which have been already privately forwarded to his
Lordship.

The Committee regret extremely the unfortunate occurrences described by Mr. Mc-
Tavish. They are most anxious to co-operate -with Her Majesty's Government in any
measures which Earl Granville may think it expedient to adopt with a view to the restor-
ation of order, and the settlement of the Territory. They sincerely trust that these objects
may be attained witiout the employment of force, and above all without a collision between
the dlfferent sections of the population of the Red River Settlement, feeling assured that
the effects of any such collision would be'very disastrous to the prosperity of the Country.
At the same tine they desire me to express to Earl Granville their conviction that it is
most undesirable to leave matters in their present undefined position. The Company's
authority which, (as Lord Granville is aware,) has long been exercised under a sense of
difficulty, has been greatly weakened by the steps which have been taken for the transfer
of the Country to the Dominion of Canada.

A transfer which according to the arrangements publicly and- oflicially announced,
ought to have been formerly completed on the lst instant. On the other hand, the
authority of the Dominion lias not yet been established; and the announcement that the

Dominion Government intend to withhold the purchase money, and therefore of course to

abstain from accepting the responsibility of Government until the present troubles are at

an end, must naturally deprive their action of any force.
The Committee cannot recognize in the circumstances which have occurred any reason

for the Dominion Government delaying the performance of the engagements into which

they have entered, under the sanction of Her Majesty's Government with this Company,
and they trust that Earl Granville will take measures for giving immedliate eflect to that

engagement, formally placing the Settlement under the charge of the authority which

must be responsible for its good government, and at the snme time causing the stipulated

price of the land to be handed over to the Company.

I have, &c.,
(Signed,) ST&FFORD H. NoaTucoTE,

Governor.

Sir P. Rogers, Bart., &c., &c., &c.,
Colonial Office.

Sir Frederic Rogers to Sir Staford Northcots.
(Copy.)

DowNNING STnREET,

Sth January, 1870.

Sirn,-I am directed by Earl Granville to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 28th of December, relating to the disturbances wlich have occurred in the Red River

Settlement, and urging that the arrangements for the transfer of the Territories may

proceed, and the stipulated price be paid over to the Hudson Bay Company without delay.
Lord Granville desires me to inform you, that he has lately received from the

Governor General of Canada, a Minute of the Privy Council of the Dominion, conveying
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the expression of their views on the present position of the Canadian Government in
regard to this-question.

In this Minute, the Canadian Government repeat the expression of their desire to
acquire the Territory, and of their readiness to perform all the obligations incurred by
Canada under the recent arrangements for the completion of the transfer. They urge a
temporary delay in proceeding with the transfer, from a conviction of the gravity of the
present situation, and not from any desire to repudiate or postpone the performance of any
of their engagements. They submit that the Government of the Company, which the
iihabitants have been accustomed to respect, should be continued while steps are being
taken to remove the misapprehensions which exist, and to reconcile the people to the
change.

They point out, that any hasty attempt by the Canadian Government to force their
rule on the Insurgents might lead to bloodshed, and sow an ineradicable hatred to the
union of the countries, and thus mar the further prosperity of British North Anerica;
and they represent that even were the purchase-money paid over to the Company at once
it would not the less remain impolitic to put an end to the only existing authority in, the
Country, and compel Canada to assert her title by force. They inform Lord Granville
that they are taking active measures to bring about a happier state of affaIrs. They have
sent, on a mission of peace to the French half-breeds, now in arms, the Very Revd. Mr.
Thibault, Vicar-General (who has labored as a clergyman among them for 39 years), and
also Colonel de Salabèrry, a gentleman well acquainted with the country, and with the
manners and feelings of the inhabitants.

They have also sent Mr. Donald A. Smith, the Chief Agent of the Hudson Bay
Company, at Montreal, as a Special Commissioner. From his position as an officer of the
Company, the Committee anticipate that he will obtain ready access to Fort Garry, and
that he will be able to strengthen the hands of Goverior McTavish, and arrange with the
loyal and well-affected portion of the people fer a restoration of order. The Committee express
tieir confident hope that these measures will succeed; but, in the event of failure, the
Canadian Government are making preparations for sending a military force in the early
spring.

Lord Granville desires me to add that the reasons given by the Canadian Government
for delaying the transfer, weighty in themselves, become practically conclusive, when it is
considered that Her Majesty's Government, and the Hudson Bay Company, must alike
look to that Governme.nt for the practical accomplishment of the transfer, and that they
appear, in fact, to be conducting it in the spirit which Hier Majesty's Government approve,
and which is most calculated to avoid that injury to thîe trade of the Company, which Mr.
McTavish anticipated from any violent measures.

• Lord Granville, moreover, learns from the law officers of the Crown, that, althougi
it would be competent to Her Majesty's Government to complete the transfer by accepting
the surrender of the Companv, and issuing the requisite Order in Council; yet this
acceptance would not place the Company in a position to obtain, by any legal process, the
sum of £300,000 recantly depositerl by Mr. Rose for the purea of being available for
their payment; and considering that even after the surrender is c leted questions may
possibly arise, or further arrangements may have to be made, betwexa the Hudson Bay
Company an-d the Canadian Government, His Lordship believes thiat a short delay in the
completion of the Contract, however in itself inconvenient, may be more than compensated
by ensuring that the surrender is finallv effected with the full consent and agreement of
both parties interested.

I am, &c.,

(Signed) F, ROGrS.

The Right Honorable Sir Stafford R. Northcote, Bart., &c.
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(Copy.)

List of enclosures referred to in Sir Stafford Northcote's letter to Sir F. Rogers,
dated London, 28th December, 1869, and transmitted in Earl Granville's despatch to Sir
John Young, No. 7, January 8, 1870.

Extract of a letter from Governor McTavish to the Secretary of the Hudson Bay
Company, dated Fort Garry, Red River, 2nd November, 1869.

Copy of a letter from Governor McTavish, dated 9th November, 1869.
Extract of a letter from Governor McTavish, dated 23rd November, 1869, with a

copy of his * Proclamation to the inhabitants of Red River Settlement.
List of documents left at the Colonial Office by Sir Curtis Lampson.
Extract of a letter from Governor McTavish to the Secretary of the Hudson Bay

Company, dated Fort Garry, Red River, 16th November, 1869.
Copy of Minutes of Council of Assinniboine, held 25th October, 1869.
Minutes, ditto, 30th October, 1869.

Received from
Government in Letter from Governor McTavish to the Honorable Wm. McDougall,
despatchNo. 139, dated Fort Garry, 30th October, 1869.
Nov. 27, 1869.
Received inditto. Letter from the Honorable Wm. McDougall to Mr. McTavish, dated
Pembina, the 2nd and 4th November, 1869.
Received from
Government in Copy, Reply by the letter dated Fort Garry, 9th November,
No. 147, Dec. 9, 1869.
1869.

Extract of letter from Governor McTavish to W. G. Smith, Secretary of the Hudson
Bay Company, dated Fort Garry, Red River, 2nd November, 1869.

There bas been, during the Autumn, considerable agitation among the Canadian
half-breed population here regarding the Government to be established here. They seem
to have been fully, if not correctly, informed of how the Government was to be çomposed,
and they seemed to think that, from what was told, their interests would be overlooked,
and their religion interfered with ; but it appears as if the course they meant to take was
to wait the arrival of the Honorable Wm. McDougall, who they understood was coming
here as Governor, and then endeavour to make such arrangements with him as would
secure their rights and interests. But about twelve days ago a party of French half-
breeds took possession of the road to Pembina, erected barriers at intervals, the head-
quarters of the movement being at a spot named St. Norbert, about nine miles from Fort
Garry. Their declared object was to interrupt the march of Mr. McDougall, and, to use
their own expression, " to turn him back."

At a meeting of the Council of Assinniboine, held on the 25th ultimo, the question of
the best means to be used in the emergency was fully debated. Messrs. Bruce and Riel,
the heads of the French movement, were present, and the Council used all the arguments
in their power to induce them to forego their designs of opposing the entrance of Mr.
McDongall. They were, however, unavailing.

After proper consideration the Council agreed that, for various reasons, it would be
unwise either to ëenroll a force of special constables, or call out a counter demonstration of
the inhabitants favorable to Mr. McDougall.

I, however, communicated with the latter gentleman, acquainting nim wth the state
of public feeling, and leaving it to his discretion to act as he might see fit.

Yesterday I was informed that Mr. Provencher, an official on the staff of the n.ew
Government, had been stopped at Saint Norbert, and forced to return to Pembin b

* Proclamation reoeived from Governor in despatch, No. 147, Qth December, 1869.
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along with Captain Cameron, R. A., who had arrived at the barrier a few hours after the
former.

Governor McDougall, himself, had arrived at Pembina on the evening of the 30th
ultimo. A party consisting of less than fifty half-breeds, have come to meet him there.
He ought, on the evening of the 31st, to have received a letter from me, copy of which I
enclose, forwarded express per Colonel Dennis, who was to travel by an indirect route.

As I close this letter, a party of one hundred of the malcontents have arrived and
taken armed possession of Fort Garry, under pretext of defending it, as, from information
in his possession, Mr. Riel alleges it is in danger: guards are posted at each gate and
parade the platforms. They give assurances that nothing will be touched, and nothing
taken. For what provisions they require, they offer to pay in the name of the Council
of Republic of the half-breeds.

About four hundred men continue on guard at Saint Norberb. Outgoing and in-
coming mails are subjected to examination.

Mr. 2fcTavish to Mr. Smith..

Fort Garry, Red River, 9th November, 1869.

Si.-I have the honor to inform you, that I yesterday heard from the Honorable
William McDougall, in reply to my letter to him, copy of which cwas sent you with My
letter of 2nd instant. A copy of his letters vill be seit you hereafter, in the meantime,
I may say, that Mr. McDougall does not seem to think I have acted energetically in the
matter, and reminds me, very pointedly, that at present I an responsible for the peace of
the country.

He mentions that on recciving at Pembina an intimation that he was not to proceed
to the Settlement, he had gone to the Company's establishment at Pembina, where he
remained till he was ordered to withdraw within American territory, by an armed band
of half-breed horsemen, and that, in consequence. he was, when he wrote me, camped on
American Territory, where he would remain till he heard from me the result of the efforts
made her.e to open the road to the settlement, or till I informed him that I considered his
remaining longer at Pembina useless, which is, in my opinion, a point on which 1 cannot
advise Mr. McDougall, though I feel convinced that at present his entry into this settle-
ment would lead to more serious difficulties than those to which we are at present exposed.
Mr. McDougall refers to military and othor arrangements, which arise out of the outrage
to which he has been subjected

Here matters remain much as they were. The Committee seem to be in constant
session, but nothing is heard of them till their Secretary, Louis Riel, issues his mani-
festoes, " by order." The idea of their organization seems to have been taken from the
place used to distribute the relief supplies last winter, each Canadian parish having sent a
delegate to form the Central Committee, and in an invitation issued this morning to the
Pr otestant part of the community, delegates are requested to meet the twelve members of
theCommittee already formed from the Roman Catholic parishes in Council. Here the
same plan is adhered to, and the Protestant parishes are naned ; the object of the proposed
meeting being, " since the invader is driven from our soil" to consult on the state of the
country and the government to be adopted. The position is undoubtedly serious, and the
case will require very careful handling, as any collision between partieïs will lead to the
plain Indians being brought down on the settlement next spring, as well as disturbances
over all the plain districts, which will not be put down for years, -long before which the
whole business of the country will have been destroyed.

I have, &c,
(Signed,) W. McTUvisH.

William Gregory Smith, Esq.,
Secretary, Hudson Bay House, London.
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EXTnACT Of letter from Covernor ?dcTavish, to W. G. Smith, Esq., Secretary, dated
Fort Garry, Red River, 23rd November, 1869.

Since I last vrote you the delegates from the parishes in the settlement have had
several meetings, and are again assembl.ed to-day. Up to yesterday evening, the only
point made out was, that the French party declared that Mr. McDougall could only be
brought into the settlement over their dead bodies, and this was said in reply to a pro-
posal on the part of the English delegates, that Mr. McDougall should come in after
making some concessions as regarded the representation of the people in his Council. It
is expected that some conclusion will be arrived at to-day, but I rather think the French
party will only agree to the appointment of a provisional government.

"Early this morning, Louis Riel, tho leader of the French half-breeds, requested
Mr. John Hl. McTavish, the accountant here, to come over to the office, and on Mr.
McTavish going there, Riel, accompanied by a number of armed men, called on him to
give up the public accounts. This he refused to do, on which Riel told him he would be
compelled by force to do so. It ended i Riel taking possession of the Land Register,
the book in which the account of the Governor and Council of Assinniboine with the fur
trade was kept, and the cash blotter, no doubt with a view to making out the balance of
the colonial public funds with the fur trade, for the purpose of demanding it to be paid
over.'

"Riel was careful to let Mr. McTavish understand that there was not only no desire
to meddle with private funds, but every desire to respect them; but how far this
resolution wilil be carried out, it is very difficult to say, though at the time it was made,.
I have no doubt it was sincere."

" I have not, since writing you, heard directly from Mr. McDougall, but he is still
at Pembina. I enclose Copy of Proclamation issued by me to the people of Red River:'

Copy.

Minutes of a meeting of the Governor and Council of Assinniboine, held in the
Court Room of Assinniboine, on Monday, the 25th October. 1869, at which the following
inembers were present ; viz

John Black, Acting Governor, President.

Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Rupert's Land, Councillor.
Wm. Cowan, Esq., M.D.,
Doctor Bird,
Thomas Brown Esq.,
Wm. Fraser, Esq.,
John Sutherland, Esq.,

Mr. Black stated, that in consequence as he very much regretted to say of Governor
McTavish's continued illness, he n-as again called upon to preside at the present meeting
of the Council.

The Minutes of the late meeting having been read and approved, Mr. Black proceeded
to say that at their last meeting, as the Council was aware, an address had been prepared
for the purpose of being presented to the Honorable Wm. McDougall, on lis arrival in
the Settlement, an event which was expected to take place at some very early date; that
the Council, while preparing that address, were impressed with the conviction that the
feelings of welcome and loyalty therein expressed, were concurred in by the Settlement
generally, or, at least, were so far shared by the great majority of the people as to preclude
all idea of open demonstration of dissent ;, but lie was much concerned now to say that
unhappily, such was not the case, and that a large party among the French population
appeared to te animated by a very different spirit. It had become too evident that among
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them, sentiments of a directly opposite nature prevailed with regard to the impending
change in the Government of the country, and prevailed so strongly that, according to
information lately received, and of the correctness of which there could be no doubt, they
had organized themselves into armed bodies for the purpose of intercepting Mr. McDougall
on the road between this and Pembina, with the openly-avowed intention of preventing
his entrance into the Settlement. It was to colisider that serious state of matters that
the counuil had been assembled, and to see whether any, and what measures could be
adopted to prevent the threatened outrage.

The Council unanimously expressed their indignant reprobation of the outrageous
proceedings referred to by the President, but feeling strongly impressed with the idea that
the parties concerned in them must be acting in utter forgetfulness, or even, perhaps,
ignorance of the highly criminal character of their actions, and of the very serious
consequences they involved; it wasthought that by calm reasoning and advice th.ey might
be induced to abandon their dangerous schemes, before they had irretrievably committed
themselves. With this object in view, therefore, Mr. Riel and Mr. Bruce who are known
to hold leading positions in the party opposed to Mr. McDougall, had been invited to be
present at this meeting of the Council, and on being questioned by the Council as to the
motives and intentions of the party they represented, Mr. Riel, who alone addressed the
Council on the occasion, substantially said, in the course of a long andsomewhat irregular
discussion,that his party were perfectly satisfied with the present Government, and wanted
no other; that they objected to any Governor coming from Canada without their being
consulted in the matter; that they would never admit any governor, no matter by whom
lie might be appointed, if not by the Hudson Bay Company, unless delegates were
previously sent, with whom they might negotiate as to the terms and conditions under
which they would acknowledge him; that they were uneducated and only half civilized,
and felt if a large immigration were to take place they would probably be crowded out of
a country which they claimed as their own; that they knew that they were, in a seaze,
poor and insignificant, but that it was just because they were aware of their insignificance
that they had felt so much at being treated as if they were more insignificant than they
in reality were ; that their existence, or, at least, their wishes had been entirely ignored;
that if Mr. McDougall were once here, most probably the English speaking population
would allow him to be installed in office as Governor, and then he would be "our Master
or King, as he says," and that tberefore they intended to send him back; that they con-
sider that they are acting not only for their own good, but for the good of the whole
Settlement, that they did not feel that they were breaking any law, but were simply acting
in defence of their own liberty, and that they were determined to prevent Mr. McDougall
from coming into the Settlement at all hazards.

The Council endeavoured to convince Mr. Riel of the erroneous nature of the views
held by himself and the party lie represented, explained the highly criminal character of
their proceedings, and pointed out the very, disastrous consequences which might accrue,
not only to themselves, but to the Settlement generally, if they persisted in their present
course. He was earnestly advised to exercise his influence with his party in dissuading
then from attempting to molest Mr. McDougall in any way, and inducing them to return
peaceably to their homes, assuring him that, sooner or later, heavy retribution would fall
upon them, if they carried their plans into execetion.

Mr. Riel, however, refused to adopt the views of the Council, and obstinately per-
sisted in expressing his determination to oppose Mr. McDougall's entrance into the
Settlement, declining even to press the reasoning and advice of the Council upon hi.s
party, altholihe reluctantly promised to repeat to themN what he had just heard, and inform
Governor McTavish of the result by Thursday at 11 o'clock.

Mr. Riel and Mr. Bruce having retired, the Council resumed the consideration of the
subject before them, and the expediency of calling out an armed force to meet and protect
Mr. McDougall was suggested, but as it was seen that it would be from the English
speaking part of the community that such a force, if forthcoming at all, would be chiefly
drawn, the result would evidently be, to bring into armed collision, sections of the people,
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who, although they have hitherto lived together in comparative harmony, yet differed
from each other so widely in point of race, of language and religion, as well as general
habits, that the commencement of actual hostilities between them would probably involve
not only themselves, but the surrounding Indians, in a sanguinary and protracted struggle;
and the Couheil therefore felt that without a regular military force to fall back upon, they
could harly be held justified, under almost any circumstances, in resorting to an
experiment so full of possible mischief to the whole Country.

The Council at length, having heard that a number of the more intelligent and
influential among the French were not implicated in the hostile movement against 3fr.
McDougall, adopted the following resolution, which was moved by Mr. Bannatyne and
seconded by Mr. McBeath :

."That Messrs. Dease and Goulet be appointed immediately to collect as many of thÏ
more respectable of the French community as they could, and with them proceed~ to the
camp of the party who intend to intercept Governor McDougall, and endeavour, if
possible, to procure their peaceable dispersion, and that Mr. Dease report to Mr.
McTavish, on or before Thursday next, as to their success or otherwise."

The Council then adjourned.

(Copy.)
MINUTES ofa Meeting of the Governor and Council ofAssinniboine, hbeld on the 30th October,

1869, at which the following fembers were present.:

John Black, Esq., Acting Governor, President.
The Rt. Rev'd. the Lord Bishop of Rupert Land, Councillor.
Dr. Cowan, do
A. G. B. Bannatyne, Esq., do
D,. Bird, do
Jchti Sutherland, Esq., do
Wm. Fraser, Esq., do

The President referring to the decision they had come to at the last Council as to Mr.
Dease proceeding with a number of his countrymen to the locality where were assembled
the people who have been threatening to intercept the Honorable Mr. McDougall on bis
way to the Settlement, informed the Council that Mr.,Dease's mission had. entirely failed
in prodùcing the desired result, not only had that and every other effort of a conciliatory
character proved fruitless in procuring the peaceable dispersion of the assemblage of
malcontents, but they appeared to be even more fully bent upon their purpose. In
these circumstances, and under the impression that Mr. McDougall had in all probability
reached Pembina, the Governor believed that the time had fully come for entering into
communication with Mr. McDougall on the subject, and in order that no time might be
lost, should the Council see fit to coincide in that view of the matter, the President
submitted for consideration the draft of a letter from Governor McTavish in the name
of the Council.

After an earnest and careful consideration of the present position of affairs, the
Council, on the motion of the Bishop of Rupert's Land, seconded by Mr. Sutherland:

Resolved-That in their opinion, a letter should immediately be sent to Mi
McDougall, in accordance with the draft that had been agreed upon.

12a-18



138

(Copy.)
EXTRACT of a Letter from Governor 3fc. Tavish to W. G. Smith, Esq., Secretary, dated

Fort Garry, Red River, 16th November, 1869.

"Since last writing you on the 9th inst., I regret to say that there lias been no
improvement in the state of matters here. A body of armed Canadian half-breeds
under the orders of their leader, Louis Riel, still occupy this establishment, and though
the men generally are quiet and orderly, and evidently unwilling to give offence, It
appears to me that Riel himself is not inclined to be so civil. A larger body of the
same people still guard the highway to Pembina,' at La Rivière Sale, about ten miles
above the Forks on the Red River, determined that neither Mr. McDougall- nor any
member of his staff will get into the Settlement. Mr. MeDougall still remains on the
American side of the Frontier at Pembina, awaiting the course of events."

" Louis Riel yesterday sent me, on the part of the French speaking section of the
population, but signed only by himself, a protest against the Hudson Bay Company
maintaining near the boundary line of the Territory, the Honorable Wm. McDougall, and
informing me that the " Company's properties in this country would Le security for
any troubles arising from Mr. McDougall remaining there. This, with a demand forthe
keys of the two bastions, containing some muskets, which lie made to chief trader Cowan,
some nights previously, would seem to show that he, at least, would proceed to consider-
able lengths ; and I have no doubt that, if any hostile collision takes place, the Company's
property elsewhere, as well as here, is in very great danger: until that takes place, or
that it is clearly seen that the disturbance is to be put down by force. I think hesitation
on the part of the people will prevent any very extreme proceedings, even if the leaders
wished for them, which, as there seems to be at least one Fenian in the movement, and
he is evidently in close intimacy with Riel, may very well be the case."

"The person in question is a Mr. O'Donoghue, who came here a two years ago as a
schoolmaster for the Roman Catholic Mission, and who for the last year has worn the
soutane, sud given out that he was preparing for the priesthood, but who has, since the
outbreak, thrown off his dress and fairly joined the malcontents, and, as I am informed
made them believe lie can procure for them Fenian assistance.'

" The leaders of the French half-breeds had some time ago invited the Protestant
Parishes in the Settlement, to send Delegates to meet those from the Roman Catholic
Parishes, which was done, and the delegates have met to-day to consider the state of the
country Some are sanguine that this may end in some arrangement, by which Mr.
McDougall may ,be allowed to come in here in safety, but I fear this will not be agreed to
by the French half-breeds on any conditions."

'However, I took the opportunity to send to the meeting an address to the people
of Red River, showing the state of matters, and protesting against the actions of the mal-
contents. This I did, more to satisfy Mr. McDougall, and most of the members of the
Council of Assinniboine, than from any hope that any good can come of it, in so far as it
concerns those whose acts are objected to."

" I forward herewith, for the information of the Governor and Committee, copies of
various documents having reference to the troubles here, and to which I have referred
at various times in my correspondence, a list of which is enclosed."

TELEGRAM.
Sir John Young to Lord Granville.

OTTAWA, November 23rd, 1869.

Mr. McDougall, designated Lieutenant Governor of North-West Territory, after
transfer, is stopped on the way to Fort Garry by small armed force of insurgent half-
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breeds. The Hudson Bay Company authorities, in whom Government still rests, are
seemingly powerless and inactive. Half-breeds have appointed Provisional Committee of
Government. John Bruce, president. Governor MeTavish very ill, said to be dying.

TELEGAX.

To Lord Granville.

OTTAWA, November 26th, 1869.

Your Telegram received and considered by Privy Council.
On surrender by Company to Queen, the Government of Company ceases. The

responsibility of administration of affairs will then rest on Imperial Government. Canada
cannot accept transfer unless quiet possession can be given. Anarchy will follow.
Rebels have taken possession of Fort Garry, and it is said are using the stores of Company.
A change of feeling is hoped for, and till then the governing power should remain with
present authorities. My advisers think Proclamation should be postponed. Mr. McDougall
will remain near Frontier, waiting favorable opportunity for peaceable ingress. Parties
having influence with Indians and half-breeds are proceeding to join McDougall.

(Signed,) JOHN YOUNG.

(Copy.-CANADA.-No. 214.)
DoWNING STREET,

30th November, 1869.

SIRa,-I have received, with much regret, your telegraphs of the 23rd and 27th
instant, informing me that disturbances had occurred in the Red River Settlement, and
that Canada cannot accept the transfer of the Territories, hitherto occupied by the Hudson
Bay Company, unless quiet possession can be given.

It becomes necessary, under these circumstances, to recall to you the state of this
question.

Although Her Majesty's Government have long desired that the title of the Hudson
Bay Company to these Territories should be extinguished, yet this extinction has -been
uniformly pressed forward by and in the interests of Canada.

On the 1lth November, 1864, a Committee of the Executive Council of Canada,
expressed themselves " more than ever impressed with the importance of opening up to
settlement and cultivation the lands lying between Lake Superior and the Rocky
Mountains," and expressed the opinion that the first step towards settlement was the-
extinction of all claim by the Hudson Bay Company to proprietory rights in the soil or
exclusive right of trade.

By Mr. Cardwell's despatch of the 17th June, 1866, it appears that the Minister of
the then Province of Canada, desired that the North-West Territory should be made over
to that Province, atnd undertook to negotiate with the Company for the termination of
their iights.

On the*22nd of June, 1866, the Executive Council of Canada, expressed the opinion
that the most inviting parts of the Territory would'shortly be peopled by persons whom
the Company were unable to control, and who would establish a Government and
Tribunals of their own, and assert their political independence; that such a community
would cut British North Anlerica in two, and retard or prevent their communication by
Railway, and, therefore, that "the future interests of Canada and ail British North America
"were vitally concerned in the immediate establishment of a strong Government there,
"and in its settlement as a part of the British Colonial System.'

They express their conviction that the Confederate Government and Legislature will
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feel it to be one of their first duties to open negotiations with the Company for the transfer
of their claims to the Territory, which, but for the approach of Confederation they would
themselves have done. And 'meantime they pray Her Majesty's Government to discoun-
tenance and prevent any such sales of any portion of the Territory as had then been proposed
to its existing proprietors.

By the Act of Parliament which effected Confederation, the Queen was authorized
on certain terms to annex these Territories to the Dominion. These powers the Canadiana
Parliament prayed Rer to exercise. Her Majesty's Government were unable to concur
in the terms on which the transfer was proposed to be made; but after prolonged nego-
tiations and the passing of a second Act of Parliament, fresh terms were agreed upon

+ween the Hudson Bay Company and the rrpresentatives of the Colony, and were
adied in a second address from the Canadian- Parliament, the other requisite

.Asruments have been prepared, and the Canadian Government itself has named first,
sue 1st October, "and next, the 1st of December, for the completion of the transfer.
Meanwhile the Company have been informed by the Agents of the Canadian Govern-
mient, (Messrs. Baring and Glyn,) that the indemnity of £300,000 will be paid on due
proof of the completion of their surrender.

Throughout these negotiations it has never been'hinted that the Company is to be
bound to hand over its Territory in a state of tranquillity. Rather its inability to secure
that tranquility, and the dangers resulting from that inability to the neighbouring colony,
is taken for granted as a reason why its responsibilities should b. adopted by Canada.

This being the state of the case, the Canadian Government, in anticipation of the
transfer, now agreed on by all parties, undertook certain operations in respect of land,
subject in the first instance to a faint protest from the Company, and directed the future
Lieutenant-Governor to enter the Territory. The result, unfortunately, has not met the
expectations of the Colonial Government.

Mr. McDougall was met, it appears, by armed resistance, and thé disturbances caused
by his presence seem to have resulted in the plunder of the Company's stores, and the
occupation of Fort Garry by the insurgent portion of the population.

But the Canadian Governnent having, by this measure, given an occasion to an
outburst of violence in a Territory which they have engaged to take over, now appear to
claim the right of postponing indefinitely the completion of their engagements to the
COmpany, and of imposing on Her Majesty's Government the responsibility of putting
down the resistance which has thus arisen.

This, at least, I understand from the passages " on surrender by the Company to the
Queen of Great Britain, the Government of tIe Company ceases," and " Canada cannot
accept the transfer unless quiet possession can be given."

You will, however, perceive on referring to the Act of Parliament, 31 and 32 Vict.,
cap 105, that if, on the one hand, the Parliament of Canada embodies in an address the
terms on which they are prepared to receive Rupert's Land into the Dominion; and if, on
the other hand, the Company surrenders their Territory on terms agreed on with Her
Majesty, it merely remains for Her Majesty first, by acceptance of the surrender, and
next, by Order in Council, to give effect to the arrangement thus agreed to by both
parties; and it is provided that the surrender of the Territory becomes null and void,
unless within a month of its acceptance by the Queen, Rupert's Land is, by such Order in
Coundil, admitted into the Dominion of Canada.

You will see therefore, that it is impossible for Her Majesty to accept the surrender
of. the Hudson Bay Company's Territory unless it is certain within a itonth to be
transferred to Canada.

Unless therefore, it is to be so transferred, it must remain under the jurisdiction of
the Company, and liable to all the disorders which are to be expected when the prestige
of a Government, long known to be inadequate, is shaken by the knowledge that it is also
expiring, and by the appearance, however well intended, of its successor. This is not a
state of things in which Her Majesty's Government ought to acquiesce, if they have the
power of preventing it.
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The British Government, is, by the Act of Parliament, practically invested with the
power, and therefore. the duty of giving effect to what has been deliberately agreed upon
between the Company and the Colony. If after all that has passed, the Company present
their surrender and claim its acceptance by Her Majesty as a means of enabling them to
enforce obligations, which it is too late to repudiate, and for the fulfilment of which, the
Canadian Government -has itself fixed a time ; I do not see how it is possible for Her
Majesty's Government to reject their application on the grounds put forward by your
Ministers.

I am glad to see that they are doing what they can to assist in the restoration of
order, and I should not have been surprised to learn that, while completing the transaction
practically, as between themselves and the Company, they were desirous of choosing their
own moment for a public announcement of the change of 'urisdiction.

But while Her Majesty's Government would have been ready to acquiesce in any
such short postponement of the fornial Act of transfer, they do not feel that they are at
liberty to treat the transaction as capable of being re-opened, or that they can refuse an
application from the Company to complete a transfer which appears to them, not merely
the only means of providing for the restoration of order, but also to be due as a matter of
mere justice to one of the parties.

Her Majesty's Government have reason to believe, that the Hudson Bay Company
feel it to be their interest, and it is their wish, to assist to the extent of their power the
Government of the Dominion, and I have to instruct ·you to impress strongly upon your
Ministers, the anxious desire of Her Majesty's Government to make the authority of the
Queen available in their support.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,

GRANVILLE.
Governor General

The Rt, Hon. Sir JousN YoUNG, Bart., G.C.B., G.C.M.G., &c., &c., &c.

Copy /of a Report of a Committee of the Honorable the Privy Council, dated the 16th
December, 186P.

The Committee of Council have had before them the despatch of the Right Hon. the
Secretary of State for the Colonies of the 30th ultimo, on the subject of the two telegrama
sent by Your Excellency, on the 23rd and 27th ultimo, to the Colonial Office, on the
subject of the disturbances in the Red River Settlement.

The Committee readily acknowledge the correctness of the narative in the despatch
of the proceedings which resulted in the final arrangements for the transfer of the North-
Western Territory to Canada.

The circumstances which created the desire of the Government and people of Canada
to acquire that country, have been so often and so recently stated, that they do not seem
to require reiteration. It was alike the interest of Her Majesty's Government, Canada,
and the Hudson Bay Company, that the transfer should be made. Canada still desires
to acquire the Territory, and is quite ready to perform all the obligations that she has
incurred under the recent arrangements made with Her Majesty's Government and the
Company for the completion of the transfer.

At the same time, it would seem clear that if Canada is bound to accept the transfer
of the Territory, the Company is equally bound to make it. It surely was never contem-
plated by any of the parties engaged in the negotiations that the transfer was to be a
mere intei-change of instruments. It must, from the nature of things, have been understood
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by all parties, that the surrender by the Company to the Queen, and the transfer by Her
Majesty to the Dominion, vas not to be one of title only. The Company was to conyey
not only their riglits under the charter, but the Territory itself of which it was in posses-
sion, and the Territory so conveyed was to be transferred by Her Majesty to Canada.

That there would be an arnied resistance by the inhabitants to the transfer was, it is to
be presumed, unexpected by all parties; it certainly was so by the Canadian Government.

In this regard, the Company cannot be acquitted of all blame. They had an old and
fully organized Governinent in the Country, to which the people appeared to render ready
obedience. Their Governor was advised by Council, in which some of the leading
residents had seats. They had every means of information as to the state of feeling
existing in the Country.

They knew, or ought to have known, the light in which the proposed negotiations
were viewed by the people under their rule. If they were aware of the feeling of
discontent, they ought frankly to have stated it to the Imperial and Canadian Govern-
ments. If they were ignorant of the discontent, the responsibility of such wilful blindness
on the part of their oticers must rest upon them.

For more than a year these negotiations have been actively proceeded with, and it
was the duty of the Company to have prepared the people under its rule for the change-
to have explained the precautions taken to protect the interests of the inhabitants, and to
have removed any misapprehensions that may have existed among them.

It appears that no steps of any kind, in that direction, were taken. The people have
been led to suppose that they have been sold to Canada, with an utter disregard of their
rights and position.

When Governor McTavish visited Canada in June last, he was in communication
with the Canadian Government, and he never intimated that he Lad even a suspicion of
discontent existing, nor did he make any suggestions as to the best mode of effecting the
proposed change, with the assent of the inhabitants.

Lord Granville states that " Throughout these negotiations, it bas never been hinted
that the Company is to be bound to hand over its Territory in a state of tranquillity.
Rather its inability to secure that tranquillity, and the dangers resulting from that
inability to the neighbouring Colony, is taken for granted as a reason why its responsi-
bilities should be adopted by Canada." Now the obvious reoson why no express stipula-
lation to that effect-was made was, that it was assumed, by all parties, that the Company
had both the right and the power to hand over the Territory. It was in a state of -tran-
quillity, and no suggestion was made of the possibility of such tranquillity being disturbed.
Canada did not allege, nor did the Company admit any inability, on the part of the latter
to secure the tranquility of the country in its present condition.

It is true that Canada had pointed out that in the future, with the population of the
United States rapidly pressing forward towards the boundaries of the North-West Terri-
tory, such pressure vould soon overflow into British Territory, and that the Company
vould, in such case, be unable to govern or control the large and alien population which

might then take possession of the fertile country along the frontier.
But this state of things has not yet arisen, and the resistance comes not from any

strangers or new comers, but from those born and brought up under the Government of
the Company, and who have hitherto yielded it a willing allegiance.

These statements are not made as a matter of complaint against the Company, but,
simply as a justification of the course taken by the Canadian Government, which is observed
upon in the despatch. That course has been governed solely by a desire to carry out the
transfer under the arrangement in the quietest and best mariner possible; and in a way
that will not leave behind it any cause for discontent or disquiet in the future.

The resistance of of these misguided people is evidently not against the Sovereirnty
of Her Majesty or the Government of the Hudson Bay Company, but to the assumption
of the Governent by Canada.

They profess themselves satisfied to remnain as they are, and that if the present system
of Government were allowed to continue, they would at once disperse to their homes.
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It is obvious then that the wisest course to pursue is, for the present, to continue the
authority of the Company, which the insurgents affect to respect, whil steps are being
taken to. remove the misapprehensions which exist, and to reconcile the people to the change.

Any hasty attempt by the Canadian Government to force their rule upon the insur-
gents would probably result in armed resistance and bloodshed. Every other course should
be tried before resort is had to force. If life were once lost in au encounter between a
Canadian force and the inhabitants, the seeds of hostility to Canada and Canadian rule
would be so wn, and might create an ineradicable hatred to the union of the countries, and
thus mar the future prosperity of British America.

If any thing like hostilities should commence, the temptation to the wild Indian
Tribes, and to -the restless adventurers who abound 'n the United States, (many of them
with military éxperience gained in the late civil waLr,) to join the insurgents would be
almost irresistible. Already it is said that the Feniar. Organization look upon this rising as
another means of exhibiting their hatred to England.

No one can foresee the end of the complications that might thus be occasioned 'not
only as between Canada and the North-West, but between the United States and England.

From a sincere conviction of the gravity of the situation, and not from any desire to
repudiate or postpone the performance of any of their engagements, the Canadian Govern-
ment have urged a temporary delay of the transfer.

This is not a question of money--it may be' one of peace or war. It is one in whici
the present and future prosperity of the British possessions in North America is involved,
which prosperity, hasty action might permanently prejudice.

Even were the £300,000 paid over, the impolicy of putting an end to the only con-
stituted authority existing in the country and compelling Canada to assert her title by
force would remain.

It is better to have the semblance of a Government in the Country than none at ail.
While the issue of the Proclamation would put an end to the Government of the Hudson
Bay Company, it woul'd not substitute Government by Canada therefor. Such a Govern-
ment is physically impossible until the armed resistance is ended, and thus a state of
anarchy and confusion would ensue, and a legal status might be given to any Government
defacto, formed by the inhabitants for the protection of tieir lives and property.

On a review of the whole circumstances, the Committee would recommend that your
Excellency should urge upon Her Majesty's Government the expediency of allowing
matters to remain as they are until quiet is -restored, or, in case of failure of ail effort to
do so, the time should have arrived when it is possible to enter the Country in force, and
compel obedience to Her Majesty's Proclaimation and authority.

As by the terms of the late Act, the surrender to the Queen must be followed, within
a month, by Her Majesty's Order in Council, admitting Rupert's Land into the
Dominion of Canada, the proper course seems to be that the surrender itself should be
postponed, and that the purchase money should remain on deposit meanwhile.

The Committee would also request your Excellency to assure Lord Granville, that
the Govenment here have taken, and are taking active measures to bring about a happier
state of affairs.

They have sent on a mission of peace to the French half-breeds now in arms, the
very Reverned Mr. Thibault, Vicar General (who has laboured as a clergyman among
them for thirty-nine years) accompanied by Colonel de Salabery, a gentleman well
acquainted with the country, and with the manners and feelings of the inhabitants.
These gentlemen are fuhy informed of the beneficient intentions of the Canadian
Government, and can disabuse the minds of the people of the misrepresentations made by
designing foreigners.

They have also sent Mr. Donald A. Smith, the Chief Agent of the Hudson Bay
Company at Montreal, as a Special Commissioner. From his position as an officer of the
Company, he is likely to obtain ready access to Fort Garry, where he can strengthen the
hands of Governor McTavish( now weakened by long illness, and arrange with the loyal
and well-affected portion of the people for a restoration of order.
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It is confidently hoped that the measures taken will succeed, but in the event of
failure, the Government are making preparations, by the construction of boats, and other-
wise, for sending a military force in early spring. In these efforts the Canadian Govern-
ment are glad to believe that they will have the hearty co-operation of Her Majesty's
Government, and the Hudson Bay Company.

(Signed,)
JOHN A. MACDONALD.

16th December, 1869.

CoPY of a Report of a Committee of the Honorable the Privy Council, approved by His
Excellency the Governor General in Coucncil on the 14th May, 1869.

The Committee, have had under consideration the accompanying Report and
Correspondence of the Delegates appointed by Orders in Council, of 1st October last,
to proceed to England, to negotiate the terms for the acquisition by Canada of Rupert's
Land, and the North-West Territory, and they humbly advise, that the said Report, and
the terms agreed upon, as set forth in the said Report and Correspondence, be approved
by your Excellency, and submitted for the consideration and sanction of Parliament.

(Certified.) W. H. LEE,
Clerk- P. C.

REPORT OF DELEGATES APPOINTED TO NEGOTIATE FOR TEE ACQUISITION OF RUPERT'8

LAND AND THE NORTH-WEST TERRITORY.

To His Excellency the Right Honorable Sir. John Young, Bart., C.C.B., G.C.JJ.G.,
Governor General of Canada.

MAY IT PLEASE YouR EXCELLENCY.-We have the honor to submit for Your
Excellency's consideration, the following Report of our negotiations with Her Majesty's
Imperial Government, for the transfer to the-Dominion of Canada, of Rupert's Land and
the North Western-Territory.

Under the authority of an Order in Council of the 1st of October, 1868, we were
appointed a delegation, to England, to arrange the " terms for the acquisition by Canada,
"of Rupert's Land," and " by another Order in Council of the same date, we were
"authorised to arrange for the admission of the North-West Territory sinto union with
"Canada, either with or without Rupert's Land, as may be found practicable and
"expedient. We proceeded at once to execute the important mission confided to us, and
on presenting ourselves at the Colonial Office, were invited by His Grace the Duke of
Buckingham and Chandos, then Secretary of State for the Colonies, to visit him at Stowe,
for the purpose of discussing freely and fully the numerous and difficult questions which
were involved in the transfer of these great Territories to Canada. We found that His
Grace had already made some progress in tihe preliminaries of a negotiation (under the
Act 31 and 32 Vic., Cap. 105) with the Hudson Bay Company, for the surrender to
Her Majesty of the Territorial and political rights which they claimed in Rupert's
Land.

We objected very earnestly, to some of the demands of the Company, which were
communicated to us by His Grace, but after muc consideration and important modifications
of the Company's demands, we agreed that if they would surrender the Territory on th6
conditions which His Grace proposed, we would recommend the acceptance of these
conditions by the Canadian Government. The Duke of Buckingham's proposals will be
found in the letter of Mr. Adderly, of the lst December, 1868, addressed to the Governor
of the Hudson Bay Company.
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Considerable dely in th ingotiitions wss occasicnod by the retirenient frcm office
of the Duke of Buckingham and Lis Calndgues, and aiso by the resignation of Lord
Kimberiy, the then Gohvernoar of the Campany.

On the 18th of January, 1869, Eirl G.anvilie, wio La i acceded to Office as Secretary
of State for the Clonis, transmitcd to us tIe reply of the Company, declining the
proposals of the Duke of Buckinghsam. His Lordship subsequently requested us to
communicate to him any observations which we msiglit desie to ofler upon this reply of
the Company, and upon certain counter proposals which it co tained, we felt reluctant, as
representatives of Canada, to engage in a con trovessy with the Company concerning
matters of fact, as well as questions of Law and policy, while the negotiation with them
was being carried on by the Imperial Govornment in its own name and of its own
authority.

But we did not feel at liberty to decline Lord Granville's request, and, on the 8th
Fabraxry, stahl, at langh, oar vi3w.s 0a the- vrious points rai in the letter of Sir
Stafferd Northaote, the nsv G>vernor o the Copny, in answcr to the proposals of the
Dake oi Baskingh ; w bs- to ref Yo. E milsy t> te csrrssp)ndence for full
informxtion as to the pisiions tan ani the opinions expressed by us at this stage of the
negotiation.

Lord Granville being of opinion that the rejection, by the Company, of the proposals
of his predecessor had terminated tie negotiations instituted by him, submitted for our
consideration proposals of his own, based on a different principle froni that wihich had
been laid down by the Duke of Euckingiam.

We feel it our duty to state ta his Lordship, that these )rQposals would not be
acceptable to the Canadian Government., Tihey wcre subsequently modified, and in the
form in whichs they appear in the letter of Sir Frederick Rogers, of the 9th Marci, were
conditionally accepted by us, subjct to the approval o your Excellency in Council.

Certain details vere left by Lord Granville, to be settlei between the representatives
of the Company, and ourselves, wiich ead to interviews and discussions with them, and
to a correspondence vhich is also submitted lherewitb.

During the progressi of the negotialions, a formal complaint was sale to the Colonial
Secretary by the represen-tatives of the Company, against tle Canadian Governiment for
undertaking the construction of a road ei Lakun of the e oodWaos and the Rcd River
Settlement, without having first obtaind the consoent of the Cousmpany.

The letter conveying this compiaint wis referred to us by Earl Granville for such
explanation as ve were abie to offer. The correspond4ence on this subject is also respect-
fully submitteci.

Your Excellency is awarc that since our return to Canad-ta, tihe Hudson Bay Company
have signified to Lord Gdranville their nce)tanco of tho. terms, propcsed by him, for the3
surrender to Her Majesty, of 'heir Territorial rights in LIupert's Land. We have,
tierefore, the ionor to submit tho same, with meM"orandunms a the " details" agreed ta
by us on behalf of the Canadian Government, for the approval of your Excellency, and
for such action thereupon as your Excellency may Le advised to take.

All which is respectfully submitted.

(Signedi,) GEO. ET. CARTIER,
Wus. McDOUGALL.

Ottawa, May Sth, 189.

PURCHASE MoNEY.

Cory of a Report of a Committee cf the Honorable the Priry Courcil, approred by
Ris Exaeliency the Governor Gen l in Council oc t/he 17th Auyust, 1869.

On a memorandum, dated 2nd Aigust, 18G9, from the Honorable the Minister of
Finance, bringing under the notice of your Excellency in Counneil the payment of

12a--19
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£300,0 sterling, required to be nade to the Hudson Bay Company on the transfer o,
Rupert's Land to the Dominion of Canala, in terms of the- Address to Her Majesty of the
Senate and House of Commons in the hast Session of Parliament.

The Minister submits that it is proposed that the Proclamation annexing the
Territory to the Dominion of Canada shall take effect on the lst October next, and that
it becomes necessary to make provision for tihe payment of the snm in question on the
day mentioned.

That the Canadian Government bas no information as to the passing of any Act by
the Imperial Pailiament, authorizing Her Maesty's Government to guarantee the loan cf
the sum in question, and althougih the Dominion has at its disposal sufficient balances out
of whico the paymnent might, in the meantime, be met, it is expedient that the assent of
fier Majesty's Government should be obtained to any such payment by anticipation in
case the arrangements for placing the guaranteed loan on the market, cannot be completed
before the lst October r- t.

fie, therefore, recnamends that the attention of Her Majesty's Government be
called to these fact, in order that a proper understanding may be come ·to, either for the
advance by this Government of the sum of £300,000, or for its being raised by a loan on
the Imperial guarantee.

The Committee concur in the above Report, and advise that a copy thereof be
communicated by your Excellency to the Riglt Honorable the Secretary of State for the
Colonies for the information of ler Majesty' CGovernment.

(Certified.) Wi. H. LEE,
Clerk P. C.

Copy of a Report of a Committee of t7b HJonorabe the Privy Council, approved by His
Excellency the Governor G'eneral in Council on the 18th September, 1869.

Tse Committee have given tiheir attentive consideration to the annexecfmemorandum
from the Honorable the Minister of Financo, with reference to the requirements of the
Act passed sa the recent Session of the Imperial Parliarent, foi- guaranteeing a loan of
£300,000 sterling to be paid to the Hudlson Bay Company, and they report their con-
currence in tise recomea lations of the Minister of Finance, and advise that a copy
thereof be transmitted by Your Excellency to Ear Granville for the information of Her
Majesty's Government.

(Certified.) W. H. LEE,
Clerk, P. C.

FINANCE DEPART.UENT, Ottawa, 18th September, 1869.

The undersigned has the honvr to bring under the notice of His Excellency in
Council, the Act recently passed by the Imperial Parliament, known as the " Canada
(Rupert's Land) Loan Act" of 1869, for guaranteeing a loan of £300,000 sterling, to be
paid to the Hudson Bay Company.

That Act provides that Her Majesty's Treasury "shall not give any guarantee unless
sand until provision is made by an Act of the Parliamsont of Canada, or otsherwise, to

" to the satisfaction of the Treasury," amsong other things for making the loan-with
the Sinking Fand, Interest, and any adcvance maIe out of the Consolidated Revenue
FandI of the Uaitel Kingloem on acount of suchl Loan, with the interest thereon, as
therein detailed-a charge on the Consolidated Revenue Fund of Canada, immediately
after that for fortifications created by the Act 31 Vic. Cap. 41.

That in view of the necessity of making payment to the Hudson Bay Company,
previôus to the meetis g of the Parliament of Canada, and in order that the Proclamation
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annexing Rupert's Land to Canada, and the arrangements for the Government and
settlement of the Territory may not be unduly deferred, it is expedient to pass a Minute
of the Privy Council accepting the terms of the said Imperial Act, which provide for
charging the Consolidated Revenue Fund of Canada with ·the payment of the Sinking
Fund, and with the principal or interest on any sum issued out of the Consolidated
Revenue Fund of the United Kingdom, all as therein provided, and in the order as
therein set forth, and to authorize the negotiation of the loan of $300,000 on the

guarantee of the Imperial Government accordingly; and further, to declare by a like
Order in Council that the Government of Canada will recommend to Parliament, at its
first Session, the passing of an Act to carry into effect-in so far as provision may not
be already made by existing Acts, and by this order-the requirements of the said
Canada (Rupert's Land) Loan Act of 1869, as to charging the principal sum of money,
and the Interest, Sinking Fund and interest on, and the capital of any advances out of
the Consolidated Bevenue Fund of the United Kingdom, as therein mentioned, on the
Consolidated Revenue Fund of Canada in the order specified in the said Imperial Act.

He further recommends that Thomas Baring, Esq., M. P., and George Carr Glyn,
Esq., both of the City of London, Bankers; be nominated Trustees on behalf of the
Government of Canada, for the investment and management of the Sinking Fund, and
the accumulaticn thereof, in terms of the said Act.

(Signed,) JORN RosE,

M. of F.
Ottawa, 31st August, 1869.

CoPY of a Report of a Committee of thec Ilongrab!e the Privy Councit, approved by Hi*
Bšxcellency the Governor General in Council on the 20th September, 1869.

The Committee have had under consideration the annexed Memorandum, dated 18th
September, 1869, from the Honorable the Minister of Finance, having reference to the
expediency of paying, forthwith, out of tbe funds now in the hands of the Canadian
Government, the £300,000 payable to the Hudson Bay Company, on the understanding,
and for the reasons given in the said Report; and they respectfully request their
concurrence therein, and advise that a copy of that Memorandum be transmitted by Your
Excellency to the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, for the
information aud action of H. M. Government.

(Certified.) Wx. H. LEE,
Clerk to the Privy Council.

FINANcE DEPARTMENT, OTWA,

20th September, 1869.

On a referernce this day to tha- u rsignvd, of the de3patches from the Secretary of
State for the Colonies, thse one dated th- 22nd July, 1869, and the other dated the 1lth
August, 1869, transmitted by the Governor General to the Privy Council on the 26th
August ai d 14th September respectively ; the latter accompanied by a copy of the
Rupert's Land Loan Bill, 1869, and in whsich the Secretary of State requests to be-
informed whether any arrangement has been made for the payment of the £300,000
sterling to the Hudson Bay Company ; he has the honor to report :-

1st. The Government of Canada is prepared at once to pay the sum to the Hudson
Bay Compary out of its own ncneys ; provided that Her Majesty's Government assert that
such payment shall not interfere with the granting of tihe guarantee (by the Commissioners
of Her Majesty's Treasury of the amount, but that such guarantee wi4l be givenM to tho.
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Bonds of Canada, at ns eArly a d y as may be arranged) Letween Hfer Majesty's
Government and the Gorr:ment of Cimada.

2nd. With reference to the despatch of the 22nd Julv last, in whch Earl Granville
observes that, in the al sence of any Canadiamn Act autborising the raising of the sum of
£300,000, with the usual provisions 'is to Sinking Fund, it would be impossible to issue
the Loan for some months to come, and suggests that such arrangements might be made in
the meantinie vith the Hudson Bay Company touching the payment of the ainount, as
will enable Her Majestys Government to issue the Order in Council, annexing the Terri-
tories to the Dominion of Canada ; the Minister bas the honor to state that by a Statute
passed by the Parliament of Canada, during the last Session (32 and 33 Vic., cap. 1) it is
enacted as follows :

(3.) " The Governor in Council niay authorize the raising of a sum of money, not
" exceeding three hundred thousand pounds sterling, or one million four hundred and
"sixty tbousand dollars, by way of loan, with the guarantee of the Government of the

United Kingdom, for the purpose of meeting a like sum, payable out of the Consoli-
"dated Revenue Fund to tie Hudson Bay Compaiy, as provided in the proposed

agreement with the said Company, laid before the Parliament of Canada, with other
documents on the same subject, by His Excellency the Governor General, on the
Seventeenth of May, in the present year, and embodied in the Add7 ess to Her Most

" Gracious Majesty, adopted by the Senate and flouse of Commons of Canada.
".And suc Loan may bo raised eitlher in currency or sterling money, on such terms,

" for such period, in such form, at sucb rate of interest, and with such sinking fund, and
subject to snch conditions as the Governor in Council may think most advisable, with

"the approval of the Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasugy ; and such loan, interest,
"and sinking fund shall bo a charge upon the Coinsolidated Revenue Fund of Canada.

(4.) " The Governor in Council may authorize the raising, by way of loan, of a further
"sum, not exceeding in the whole, thre. hundred thousand pounds sterling, or one million
"four hundred and sixty thousand dollars, on the credit of the Dominion of Canada, for
"the purpose of defraying the expense of opening up communication with and of the
" settlement and administration of the Government of the said Territory; and such Loan
"may be raised either in currency or sterling money, on such terms, for such period,*in

such form, at such rate of interest, with such sinking fnd and subject to such conditions
" as the Governor in Council may think nost advisable; and such Loan shall be a charge
"upon the Consolidated Revenue Fund of Canada."

Thesl env-tments wee intended, by anticipation, to provicle for th- difficulty which
his Lordship has sagsts; and the Government of Canada, by further Order in Council,
(dated 17th Angust, 1869) suggested that in order to obviate any delay, the Bonds to be
issued under it should be prepared in England, and signed on behalf of the Dominion of
Canada by th Financial Agents the-re, who werc, by th- same Order in Council, and
under the provisions of thec Aets, permitting Loans to be effected, specially authorized to
sign these Bonds as the O.icers of the Dominion of Canada.

The Minister recommends that Earl Granville be inforned that tise Government is
prepared at once to settle the form and mode ef executing the Bonds, so that no delay
whatever may arise.

3rd. The Minister of Finanece has further the honor to state, that by a further report
from this Depatment, dated th? 18th Sptenber instant, and approved by His Excellency
the Governor General in Council on the same day, the Governiment of Canada accepted
the terms of the Ruperts Land Lean Act., 1869, wlichs provides !or raising the Loan, and
for the creation and management of the Sinking Fund, and for making the various sums
specified in that Act, a charge on thse Consolidated Revenue of Canada, in the crler
therein specified ; and he trusts that the provisions cf the aforesaid Act, and the Order
in Council now referred to, give adlquae authority for efrting the Loa without furtber
Legislation, and that the requirents of the Canada Rupert's Loan Act, 1869, are
sufficiently fulfilled, so as to permit of immediate arrangaments being made with the
Commissoners of Her Majesty's Treasury, to carry it into effeot.
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4th. He further recommends that the Financial Agents in England be authorised to
determine and make all arrangements witli Her Majestys Government, for creating and
maintaining sueh Sinking Find as may be thoughit proper in respect to the guaranteed por-
tion of the Loan ; and also to determine as tô the creating and maintaining a Sinking Fund
in respect of the further amount of Loan authorised to be issued in terms of the 4th
Section of the aforesaid Act; and the Bonds to be issued therefore may be for such
amounts, and payable at such dates, and bear such rate of interest as the said Financial
Agents may think most advantageous.

(Signed,) JOHN ROSE.

Ottawa, September 20th, 1869.

Cosy of a Report of a Connittee of the Honorable the Privy Council, approved by His
Excellency t/te Governor General in Council on the 2nd October, 1869.

The Committee of Council have had under consideration the accompanying Memo-
randum, dsted 30th September, 1869, from the Honorab'e the Minister of Justice,
recommending that in view of the immediate departure of the Honorable John Ross, late
Minister of Finance, for England, he be requestedi to act on behalf of the Canadian
Government on his arrival in London, on the several matters enumerated in the said
Memorandum, and they respectfully advise that the recommendations of the Minister of
Justice be approvecd, andi that Mr. Rose be duly authorized to act on behalf of the
Dominion in the matters referred to.

Certified.
Wx. H. LEE,

Clerk to the ?rivy CounciL

TPhe undersignecd, in view of the immediate departure of the Honorable John Rose,
late Minister of Finance, for England, begs leave to recommend that lie be requested to
act on behalf of the Canadian Government, on his arrival in London, on the following
matters :-

1. To make arrangements with Her Majesty's Covernment and with the Financial
Agents of the Dominion in London, for the negotiation of the Loan of £300,000 sterling,
on the guarantee of Her Majesty's Government, for the payment to the Hudson Bay
Company; and also for negotiating such further Loan, on the sole credit of Canada, as may
be thouglit expedient for the other purposes connected with the North West-Territcries,
contemplated in the Supply Bill of last Session, and referred to in the several Minutes of
Council, copies of which are hereunto annexed ; and further to make such arrangements as
to the form of execution and signature of the Bonds to be issued as may be thought
most convenient.

2. To make provision for the payment in advance, if need be, by arrangement with
Her Majesty's Government, of the said sum of £300,000 sterling, out of the Funds of
Canada, and to carry out any agreement which it may be necessary to make to that
effect, and to adjust, with the Company, the sum to be paid for the Telegraph vire, specified
in the arrangements with the Government of Canada.

(Signed,) JoHN A. MAcDosÂL.

Otawa, 30ti Septiember, 1869.
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Co'y of a Report of a Committee of the Honorable the Privy Council, approved by Hie
Excellency the Governor General in Council on the 16th November, 1869.

On a Memorandum, dated 13th November, 1869, from the Honorable the Mirnister
of Finance, submitting that itbis expedient to lose no time in remitting one million five
hundrad thousand dollars to the L:nlon Agents, in order that immediate payment may
be made to the Hudson Bay Company, of, the purchase money of the Territory, £300,000
sterling.

And further submitting that it is inexpedient to place a new loan on the market at
present, and that it will be desirable to postpone raising any further lo until it becomes
necessary to raise a further amount for the Intercolonial Railway, stating that the
Imperial guaranteed Bonds will be issued when required, and will be an available security
on which a temporary Loan can be raised if required.

The Committee advise that the foregoing suggestions of the Minister of Finance be
approved and acted on.

Certified.
Wàr. H. LEE,

Clerk Privy Council.

The Secretary qf State to Sir John Young.

(CÂNÂD.-.-No. 215.)

DowixG STREET,

30th December, 1869.

ToTreasury, 5th Now 1339. SIR,-I have the honor to transmit to you the enclose copies
Treasury, 22nad Nov. 189' of a correspondenca with the Board off Treasury, relating to the

Loan, £300,000, to be raised by the Government of Canada, for the payment of the
Hudson Bay Company on the cession of their Territories in British North America.

I have, &c.,

(Signed,) F. R. SANDFORD,

For Earl Granville.

Governor General
The Rt. Hon. Sir JOHN YOtsNo, Bart., G.C.B., G.C.M.G., &c., &c., &c.

Sir F. Sandford to Secretary to Treasury.

DowNING STREET,

5th Novemter, 1869.

17th August, 1869. Srn,--I a direuted by Earl Granville to transmit to you, to be
l7th August, 1869. laid before the Lords Com:nissioners of th- Treasury, the several orders

18th September,1839. li a
18th September, 1839. noted. in the margin, of the Privy Council of Canada, on the subject of
29th September, 1369. the guarantee to be given by their Lordships for the payment of the sum

of £300,00M, to be raised by way of a loan by the Government of Canada, under the Act
of the las Sassion of the Imperial Parliament, cap. 101, called " The Canadian (Rupert'a

Land) Loan Act, 1469."
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I am also desired to transmit, for the information of their Lordships, a copy of an
32 and 33Vic., eþ. 1. Act of the Parliament of Canada, passed in anticipation of the
Imperial Act, by which authority would appear to be given to raise the Loan on such
terms and conditions as the Governor in Council may think most advisable, with the
approbation of the Lords Conmissioners of the Treasury.

Mr. Rose, late Finance Minister of Canada, has been authorised to make the
necessary arrangements on behalf of the Governruent of Canada, and bas transmitted the
accoompanying Memorandum to, Earl Granville, shewing the mode by which it is proposed
that the money, on the guarantee or Her Majesty's Government, should be raised.

It has bean arranged that the surrender of Rupert's Lard, by the Hudson Bay
Company shall be made on the 1st December next. The money will required to be paid
on that day, and as it is of grea iiiportance that no further delay should take place in
the transfer of the Territory to Canada, I am directed to express Lord Granville's hope
that the acceptance by the Executive Governm.ent of Canada, in the terms of the several
Orders in Council accompanying this letter, of the Rupert's Land Loan Act, 1869, and
the plan suggested by Mr. Rose, for raising and paying over the money to the Hudson
Bay Company, may be satisfactory to their Lordships.

I am, &c.
F. R. SANDFORD.

The Secretary to the Trea!. nry.

M. Stansfeld to the Under Secretary of State., Colonial Okce.

(Copy).
T.REAsuRY CHAMBERS,

22nd November, 1869.

SIa,-With reference to your letter of 5th inst., and its enciosure, relative to the
Loan of £300,000, to be raised by the Government of Canada for the payment of the
Hudson Bay Company on the cession of Rupert's Land, I am directed by the Lords
Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to acquaint you, for the information of Earl
Granville, that My Lords have had conveyed to Mr. Rose, late Finance Minister for
Canada, their approval of the manner in which it is proposed to raise the sum of
£300,000, and of terms of the Bond or Debenture.

Mr. Rose has also been informed that My Lords are prepared to guarantee the
payment of interest at the rate of 4 p3r cent. on the said sum of £300,000, in the terms
of the Board. on condition that sufficient proof is afforded to the satisfaction of this Board,
that that sum has been paid over to the Hudson Bay Company, by, or on behalf of the
Government of Canada, and with the understanding that that Government will recommend
to the Parliament of Canada, at its first session, the passing of whatever further Act may
appear to be called for by a strict interpretation of the provisions of the Imperial Act..

I am to add that My Lords have appointed the Permanent Secretary to carry into
effect the guarantee on behalf of this Board, and they propose that Sir F. Rogers and
Mr. Law (Auditor of the Civil List) should act as Trustees of the Sinking Fund, on
behalf of Her Majesty's Government.

The papers enclosed in your letter of the 5th instant are returned herewith.

I am, &c.,

(Signed,) JAaS STANSrELD.

The Under Secretary of State, Colonial Office.
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SUSEY AND DIrIsIoN, NolrT11-W! sT.

CorY of a 1eporst Of a Commitcee of the lraoble th, Priry Cncil, appred by IIie
Excency the Governor General in Council on the 23rd September, 1869.

The Committeo have lad before themu the annexed Report, datel 22ndi September
18G9, from the Honorable tho Minister of Public Works,. submnitting certain
documents received by 1im from J. Stoughton Dennis, EIsq., P. L.S., embracing a system.
proposed by him for the survey and sub-division of the' townships in the North-West
Territories, and on thg recommendation of tihe Minister of Public Works, they respectfully
advise that the system proposed by Colonel Dennis, be approved and adopted.

Certified.
Wm. IL LEE,

Clerk to the Privy Council.

(Memorandum.) 
OTTAWA, 22nd September, 18G9.

Thei undersigned bas the honor to subimit,
That on the 10th July Iast, a letter of instructions was sent to Lieutenant Colonel

Dennis, P.L.S., directinxg him to proceed to the Red River, for the purpose of selecting
the most suitable localities for the survy of townships for im mediate settleiment.

That Mr. Dennis after consulting vith the Crown Lands Departments, both in Canada
and the United States, in accordance with the above instructions, has forwarded certain
papers embracing a proposed system of sveys anid sub-division of Public Lande in that

part of the Dominion.
1. The system to be rectangular. All townships and sections to be Eaist and Wost,

or Norti -nd South.
2. The townships to numir norticry from tihe 49 parallel and the ranges of town-

ships to number East and West from a given meridian. This meridian to be drawn fron
the 49 paralel. at a point, say 10 iles West of Pembina, andi to be calll the Winnipeg
maeridian.

3. The teowsnships to consist cf 64 squares cf 800 acres oach, and to contain in addition
40 acres, or fie er cent. in are a each se -tion, as an aliowance for public higiways.

4. Tic to nships on tic Re and Assinniboine Ri vers, wshe-re the same have had
ranges of farm lots laid out by tie Company, to be sur-eved, the broken s3ctions butting
against the rear limits of such ranges, so as to leave the sme intact as independent
grants, accompanyisg which is a map on M ercator's Projection, illustrating the proposed
division and a plan of 1 township, shewing tihe proposed method of sub-division.

The undersigned now begs to recomnend tbat tic above system of surveys and sub-
division by Colonel Dennis, P.L.S., for the North-Western Territories, msay be adopted
and approved.

Respectfuly submaitteds.
(Signed,) WM. MCDOUGALL,

Minister of Public Works.

Corr of a Rleport of a Com-itte of the Hoanorable thse Privy Council, approved by His
Exceßency the Gorernor General in Council on tie £8thS Septedsber, 18G39.

On the recommendation of the Honorabe the Minister of Justice, the Committee
adviseh the. the Honorable Wm, McDouall, C. B., be appointed Lieutenant Governor of
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the Northi-West Territories; and tIt a Comision uirler ein Great Seral do issue, to
take efi'ect froms and after tl day on w'ic sucli Tairin re tranîsferredl by Her
Majesty to the Dominion of Canada.

And on the same recommendation they advis iat Mr. McDougalls Salary, as such
Lieutenant Governor, be fixed at seven thousudui dollars p)er anrium.

Certified.
Wn. H. LEE,

Clerk Privy Council.

Cory of a Report of a Conmitte of the onorable the Privy Council, approved by His
Exeellency the Governor Gencral in Council on the 28th Sper-ber, 1869.

The Conmittee liave liad under conussideration the anniexed daift of a letter proposed
to be addressei by the Secretry of Strto for the Provinceu'is to tho Ilo-norable William
McDougall, as his prelirmiiairy instructiors on p roig to the •'North-West Territories,
and on the recomaendation of the Hlonorabile the Ministr of Justice advise that the same
be approved by your Excelleicy.

Certîincd.
WM. H. LEE,

Clerk of Privy Councl.

(Copy.)

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROvNCEs,

28th September, 1869.

The Honorable Wm. McDougall, C. B., Ottawr.

Sin-As you have been appointed Lieutenant Governor of the Nuorth-W"st Territories,
in anticipation of the forial trnsfr ofthose Territorics by Heroi, Majesty to the Dominion of

Canada, and as it is expected that such transfer will be aid within the course of the

next two or three nonths, I have the honor, b)y ommand of His Excellency the Governor

General, to inforn you that it is desirable thra no tirre- should bo lost in making the

necessary preliminary arrangcments for tie organizationi of' the Governmcnt of the

Territories.
2. With this view, I arn to instrct yo te ceed with ail convenient speed to Fort

Garry, in order that you nay effectually sup-rintend the carrying out of the preliminary

arrangements indicated in the preceding prra-p, and be ready to assume the Govern-

ment of the Territories on their actual transfer- te Canada.
3. On vour arrival at Fort Garry you will pla-' youslf at cie in comrrunication

with Mr. McTavish, the Governor of th Hudnon Bay Compa, and notify him of your

appointient, you will at -the sarne time offer sas in your ncil to Mr. McTavish and

to Mr. Black, or other Chief Judicial Officer of tb Hudsons Bay C(ompsany, now in

the Territory. Should either or both of thse gestlemen decline to accept office, you will

submit for the consileration of His Excellency, tihes nsas of one or two other officers of
the Company whom you consider cligible to act as msemibers of your Council. You will

at the same time submit the naimes of several f the residents of character and standing in

the Territory, unconnected with the Company, qualifiel to act as Councillors, giving
particulars respecting them, and stiating their comparative merits.

4. You will bave the goodness to report, -itîh all convenient speed, for the information
of His Excellency, on the state of the laws now existing in the Territories, transmitting

12a-20
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copies of any laws, ordinances or regulations of the Company now in force there, together
with a full report as to the mode of administering justice, the organization of the Courts,
the number and mode of appointment of Justices of the Peace; the Police arrangements
and the means adapted for keeping the peace &c.

5. In preparing the Report on the matters referred to in the preceding paragraph, it
will be will that you should confer with the Chief Judicial Officer of the Company in the
Territories.

6. You will have the goodness to report also upon the system of taxation (if any)
now in force in tlie Territories, the system of licencing Shops, Taverns, &c., the mode of
regulating or prohibiting the sale of wines, spirituons and malt liquors, and further as to
the mode of keeping up the Roads and generally on the Municipal organization, if any,
existing in the Territories.

7. You will also make a full report upon the state of the Indian tribes, now in the
Territories, their numbers, wants, and claims; the system heretofore pursued by the
Hudson Bay Company in dealing with them: accompanied by any suggestions you may
desire to offer, with reference to their protection, and the improvement of their condition.

8. You will have the goodness to report, also, on the nature and amount of the
currency or circulatig .medium now employed in the Territories, and of the probable
requirements of the Territories in that respect in the future.

9. You will also report on the system of education (if any) which now obtains in
the Territories.

10. You will also please to report as to such lands in the Territories as it may be
desirable to open up at once for settlement, transmitting a plan of such survey as may
be ncessary, with an estimate of the cost of survey, a statement of the conditions of
grants of land and settlement. The Plan should shew the number of Townships it is
proposed to lay out at once, the size and situation of the Townships, and the size of the
lots, making the necessary reservation for Churches, Schools, Roads, and other public
purposes.

IL You will also report upon the relations at present existing between the Hudson
Bay Company and the different religious bodies in the Territories.

12. You will also report as to the number of officers now employed by Hudson Bay
Company in the administration of the Government of the Territories, stating the duties
and salaries of such officers, and specifying those who should, in your opinion, be retained.
You will also report as to the number of persons whom it will be necessary hereafter to
employ in the administration of the Government; and you will report generally on all
subjects connected with the welfare of the Territories, upon which it may seem to you
desirable to communicate witE the Governnent of the Dominion.

13. It is desirable that you should take immediate measures for the extension of the
Telegraph System from the Territory to Pembina, and for its connection at that place
with the system of the American Telegraph Company or Companies, making any
provisional arrangements for that purpose that may be necessary, and forwarding a copy
of such arrangements to this Department for confirmation by His Excellency.

I have the honor to be, Sir, &c., &c.,
(Signed,) E. A. MEREDITH,

U. Secretary of State.

CUSTOMS AND EXCISE LAWS.

Co'rY of a Report of a Committee of the Ronorable the Privy Council, approved by Hie
Excellency the Covernor General in Council on the 28th September, 1869.

On a memorandum, dated 27th September, 1869, from the Honorable the Minister
of Justice, acting for the Honorable the Minister of Inland Revenue, and of the Honorable
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the Minister of Customs, calling tho. attention of Your Excellency to the expediency of
making early provision for the extension of the Customs and Excise Laws of Canada to
the North-West Territories, so soon as they are admitted into the Dominion.

With that view they recommend that the Lieutenant Governor appointed by Your
Excellency, be instructed to procure thse passing of Ordinance or Ordinances by His
Council so soon -as it is constituted, making the Customs and Excise Laws of the
Dominion operative in the Territories. Such Ordinance or Ordinances to be in force until
the said laws are extended to the Territories by the Parliament of Canada.

They further recommend that Mr. Alexander Begg, of the Inland Revenue Office,
be instructed to proceed with all reasonable speed to Fort Garry, and that he assume the
duties of Collector of Customs and Inspector of Inland Revenue under the said
Ordinances. That his travelling expenses be paid, and that his salary be raised from

-$800 to $1,000, to commence from 1st October, 1869.
The Committee submit the above recommendation for Your Excellency's approval.

Certified.
Wu. H. LEE,

Clerk P.O.

Cory of a Report of a Committee oj the Hcnorable the Privy Council, approved by His
Excellency the Governor General in Coencil on the 7th December, 1869:

On a memorandum, dated 3rd December, 1869, from the Honorable the Minister of
Finance, submittinc that it is expedient to come to an immediate decision as to the final
policy to be adopted in Rupert's Land, in the event of that Territory being added to the
Dominion of Canada.

That it would, in his opinion, be inexpedient to make any material changes in the
Customs Duties in Rupert's Land, until the means of access to the Territory shall have
been greatly improved.

He therefore suggests that the presont tariff should remain in force for at least two
years from the lst January next. That it may, however, be necessary to establish duties
on spiri-ts, and, possibiy, some other articles, which are at present exempt.

That if the above suggestion be concurred in, he would further recommend that au
announcement of the intention of the Government be made to the people resident in the
Territory, who may possibly feel some alarm on the subject of increased duties.

The Committee concur in the Report of the Finance Minister, and submit the sanie
for Your Excellency's approval.

Certified.
Wm. H. LEE,

Clerk Privy Counacil.

Copy of a Report of a Committec of the Honorable the Privy Council, approved by Éi
Exeellency the Gorernor General in Council on the 11thi December, 1869.

The Committee of Council, on the recomnendation of the Honorable the Minister of
Finance, and for the reasons given in his memorandum of the ilth December instant,
advise that the Minute in Council of tise 7th instant-iaving reference to the policy to be
adopted in Rupert's Land in the event of that Territory being added to the Dominion-
be cancelled.

The Minister of Finance submits that, in his opinion, it is inexpedient to make any
material changes in the Customs Duties in Rupert's Land until the means of access to the
Territory shal have been greatly improved,
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He therefore suggests that the present tarif should remain in force for ut least two
years from the lst January next.

That if the above suggestion be concurred in, he would further recommend that an
announcement of the intention of the Government be made to the people resident in the
Tetrritory, wlo may possibly feel some alarm on the subject of inreased duties.

H The Committee concur in the foregoing recommendation, and submit the same for
Your Excellency's approval.

Certified.
Wae. H. LEE,

Clerk Privy Council.

SEAL, NoRTH-WEST TERRITORIES,

GOVERNMENT HOUSE, OTTAWA,

Tuesday, 23rd day of November, 1869.

PRESENT :-His ]E4xcellency the Governor General in Council.

His Excellency, by and with the advice of the Queen's Privy Council for Canada,
and in pursuance of the provisions of the Second Section of the Ant 32 and 33 Victoria,
Chapter 3, intituled, ",An Act for the temporary Government of Rupert's Land and the
"North-West Territory when united with Canada, has Leen pleased to order, and it is
"ereby ordered, that on, from, and after the day on whicli ' The North-West Territories'
"shall be admitted into the Union or Dominion of Canada, the said North-West
"Territories shall, upon all occasions that may be required, use a common Seal, to be
"called th, Great Seal of ' The North West Territories,' which said Seal shall be composed
"of the Royal Arms, with the legend or inscription ' The Seal of the North-West
"Territories.'

WM. H. LEE,

Clerk Privy Council.

Cory of a Report of a Commnittee of the Honorable the Privy Council, approved by His
Excellency the Governor General in Council on the 18tM January, 1870.

On a memorandum, dated 14th January, 1870, from the Honorable the Minister of
Public Works, reporting that considerable progress has been made in the roads connecting
the navigable reaches on the line of communication between Lake Superior and Red
River,-authorized by Your Excellency.

That the route traverses a country as yet uninhabited, and that pending any future
arrangements for the conveyance of mails, &c., lie recommends that he be authorized to
expend the sum of twelve thousand dollars ($12,000) in the purchase of boats, and the
means of conveying them to the places where they are required.

The Committee advise that the required auithority be granted.

Certified. WN. H. LEE,
Clerk, Privy Council.
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Cory of a Report of a Committee of the Honorable the Privy Council, approved by Hie
Bxcellency the Governor General in Council on the 28th January, 1870.

On a memorandum, dated 26th January, 1870, from the Honorable the Postmaster
General, reporting that he has entered into an agreement with the owners of the steamer
" Chicora " for round trip per week between Collingwood and Fort William, during the
season of navigation in the present year; by which agreement the steamer is to convey, in
addition to any mails which may be placed on board, such men and stores as the Govern-
ment may desire to send, at a tarif of prices to be fixed by Your Excellency in Council,
in consideration of the payment to the owners of the " Chicora," by the Government of
the Dominion, of the sum of Four thousand nine hundred dollars for the season.

He recommends that the above arrangement be confirmed by Your Excellency in
Council, and that, inasmuch as the Mail service between Collingwood and Fort William
is already provided for by his Department, under contract with the steamer "l Algoma,"
the amount to be paid to Messrs. Milloy, owners of the " Chicora," be placed in the
Estimates for the Ocean and River Steam and Packet Service for 1870-71.

The Committee advise that the arrangement made be sanctioned, and that the
necessary amount be placed in the Estimates for the present year.

Certified.
WM. H. LEE,

Clerk, Privy Couneil.


