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PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

RZETURN to an Address of the Honourable The House of Commons,
dated 5 July 1842.

COPIES of the ParrrIoN and MEMoRIAL of the LEGTsLATIVE CoUNCII, and ASSEMBIx

of Her Majesty's Island ofPrince Eduard, in February 1842, to HER MAJESTY, praying
for the Admission of Corn and other Produce of that Colony into Great Britain free;
together with a Copy of the DEsPrTcH froma the LiUTENA.NT-GOVERNon forwarding

that Petition :-Of PETITon from the HdusE of AsSEMiL of Prince Edwcard Island
to HER MAJESTY, in April last, for the Seulement of LAND TENUREs in that Island;
and, also, a Copy of the REsOIuTIoN<s acCompanying the said Petition:-Of the
DEsPrATCUS from Lord JoAn Russell, Nos. 57 and 5s, dated the 25th and 2sth June
1841, in Answer to the Address of the HOUSE of ASSmEBLY, relating to the state of

the Colony, and CoUNTER REsoIUTioNs of the LEGISLATIVE COUNcîII on thC SaMDe
subject; and, also, Copy of the DEsPAT-ca from Lord John Russel, No. 62, dated the
26th day of July 1841, in Answer to the Address of the HousE of AssEMBnLY to The
QuEEN, in reference to the Price and the Disposal of the Crown Lands of this Colony
to actual Settlers.

Colonial Office,l
*9 July 184 2. f

G. W. HOPE.

(31r. Hume.)

Ordered, by The House of Conmons, to be Printed,
29 July 1842.

506.



E2]

SCIHEDULE.

No. D-m.
i. Sir H. V. Huntley to Lord iS Mar. 18+2

Stanley.

z- Lord Stanley to Sir H. V.
Huntley.

3. Sir C. A. Fitzroy to Lord
John Russell.

+. Sir C. A. Fitzroy to Lord
John Russell.

5. Lord John Russell to Sr
C. A. Fitzroy.

6. Lord John Russell to Sir
C. A. Fitzroy.

7. Sir C. A. Fitzroy ta Lord
John Russell.

8. Lord John Russell to Sir
C. A. Fitzroy.

9. Sir H. V. Huntley to Lord
Stanlev.

1a. Sir H. V. Huntley te Lord
Stanley.

11. Lord Stanley to Sir I- V.
Huntley.

12. Sir H. V. Huntley to Lord
Stanlev.

23. Sir H. V. Huntley to Lord
Stanley.

SUJEcT. P
Enclosing .Address to The Queen frorm the

Legislature of Prince Edward Isand, for
the admission of Corn, the Produce of
that Colony, into Great Britain, Duty
Free; also, Report of the Central Agri-
cultural Society - - - - -

27 May 18+: Acknowledging preceding Despatci - -

4 May 1841

aGs.

3

9

Enclosing Resolutions and Petition of the
House of Assembly of Prince Edward
Island, relative to the Settlernent of Land
Tenures in that Island - - -

5May 1841 Opinion on the Question of Land Tenures - 23

25 June 1841 Acknîowledging preceding Despatch - -

28 June 18.µ Ditto - - Despatch . ay 1841

4 May 2841

- 125

Enclosing Address to The Queen from the
i3l=z or Assembly of Prince Edward
Island, complaining of the High Price
set on Crown Lands - - - -

26 July 1841 Acknowlcdges preccding Dcspatch - - 27
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Enclosing Letter from the Speaker of the
House of Assembly of Prince Edward
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Enclosing Letter fron the Clerk of the
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PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

PRINCE EDwARD
ISLA>-D.

(No. 21.) No. 1.
EXTRA CT of a D ESPATCH from Lieutenant-governor Sir Henry Vere Buntley Extract Despatch

to Lord Stanley, dated Government House, Prince Edward Island, 18 March from Lient.-gov.
1842. Sir H. V. Huntley

to Lord Stanley,
I iAVE tbe honour to transmit the enclosed, being a joint Address from the two 18 March 1842.

Houses of Legislature here, to -ler Majesty the Queen, upon the subject of the
admission of corn grown in the colony, duty free, into the ports of Great Britain.

I feel it my duty to forward to your Lordshîp the report issued this year by the
"l Central Agricultural Society" of this island ; it. stands in opposition to the
inference to be justly drawn. from the expression in the Address respecting a
"L sufficient mark-et."

Enclosure 1, in No. 1.
To The QvEN's most Excellent Majesty.

May it please Your M]ajesty,
WE, Your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Legislative Council and Assembly of

the island Prince Edward, in Colonial Parliament assemb]ed, beg to approach Your throne
with the humble request, that You will cause to be taken into consideration the situation of
this island in relation to its ariculture.

Dependent, in common with our fellow subjects in this colony, exclusively on the culti-
vation of the soil for our maintenance, without a sufficient maarket for our surplus produce,
*we can never hope to attain at any thing like prosperity; and we feel, that whilst we import
:Britishmanufactures to a large amount, that, if the ports of Great Britain were open to
the importation of our corn, unrestricted by any duties, that our condition wuuld be so much
ameliorated, that the unemployed population of the imother country would find their way
to this and the neighbouring colonies, in numbers affording relief to the agricultural and
other districts of Great Brtain of a value quite commensurate with any loss tliat by pos-
sibility might be sustained by the competition in the home markets of corn the produce
of these colonies; and thus a reciprocal advantage might be derived to both Great Britain
and this colony.

Relying on Your Majesty's known solicitude for all parts of Your empire, we-beg-to-lay
this our prayer at the foot of Your august throne, on the granting of which our prosperity
so much depends.

And we shall, as in duty bound, ever pray.

Council Chamuber, 1$ February 1842.

House of Assembly, 18 February 1842.

Encl. :, in No. I.

John Brechen, President.

W- Cooper, Speaker.

Enclosure 2, in No. 1.

CENTRAL AoItICULTURAL SoCIETY's REPORT, Charlotte-town, 5th January 1842.

The Annual General Mecting of the CENTa AGRIGULTU RA SOcIETY was held at the
Wellington Hotel, on Wednesday Evening last, the 5th instant, at Six o'clock; the
Honourable John S. M1acdonald, President of the Society, in the Chair.

Tu E Secretary stated, that he had been directed by the committee to lay 'before the
:meeting the following report of their proceedings during the past year, which, on motion,
was then read.

REPORT.

During the fifteen years this socicty bas been labouring to awaken earnest attention on
the part of the colonial fariner to his forierly almost entirely neglected but all-important
calhing-the cultivation of the earth-various and great, although little noticed, has been
the progress of agricultural knowledge, and consequent augmentation of the productions
of the soil. But yet, how far are we from the manhood of knowledge-very far froma the
.maximum returns our very fertite and admirably adapted soil may be made capable of pro-
ducing, to reward the cultirator of information, experience and enlargedindustry.

506. . 2 Your
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Your conimittee hope there may be scientific branches attached to this practical branch
for promoting agriculture-thut the rural population may yet benefit by the lectures of a
professor uf uricxultural chemistry-by access to agricultural libraries, furnished with con-
densed manuals of all tie important divisions of science which affect the vell-being of the
trulv scientific, but difficult and ir.tricate nursuits of the fariier.

Your committee, on reviewirg the past, must express their grateful feelings thut the
representatives of the Sovereign in this island, alive to its chief interest, have unifonnly
patronised this society, and the objects for which it was instituted. Happily for the farmer,
it coumenced under the auspices of a gentleman, who, though not a practical man himself.
appeared devotedly attached to farning, and. miiht be more susceptible of praise on this
score than anv other.

The society has lately lost a patron, who, by his importations of E.aock, his example, and
urbane respondings ta the various calls made on him by the agricýu1tural interest, has a
strong claim on the grateful remieibrances and hcarty good 'wishes fi« the farmier.

But we bave to express our congratulations to. the society, m o aur jov that the present
representative of our truly good and gracious Queen has unequivocally expressed his sense
of the importance of the plough to the prosperity of this beautiful colony. May we not
e.pect much fromva gentleman who spent his earliest vears in a fertile district, having, on
one hand, the famed vale of Berkelev--its deep, rich mreadows producing vast crops of hay,
and great abundance of the noted do~uble Gloucester cbeese, with cider of superior strength
and excellence; on the other hand, the now productive Cots-wold Hills, whose soil, a poor
stone-brash, was deened, at no very remote period, of little value, but, assisted by the
sheep husbandrv and sainfoin grass, has become fanied for capital returns of corn, and great
capability cf maintaining and fiittening vast flocks of inmproved sheep, &c.

It has been well observed, that thegreater part of remarkable improvements in agricul-
ture have enianated froi persons not regularly bred to the calling. When a man displays
energy, decision and superior talent in his own profession, it may be expected that, should
agriculture become dtc object of his attention, the science vill profit by the application of
his matured mmd.

In retrospection of the past season, your coimittee express mucl thankfulness that
while neiglhbouring countries anid our father-land have suffered a diminution of many of the
productions of the earth, our own favoured garden-spot bas maintained about an average
increase, enabling us to dispose of our surplus blessings to our less favoured neighbours.
A dry seed-time was succeeded by seasanable mains in 'Íune, which carried out the hay to a
fbir crop ; and although the latter part of tUe season was also dry, the retentive nature of
the sub-soil, and the friable surface, enabled vegetation to perfect its pro-
ductions, which wvere well secured in favourable harvest weather.

In regard to our present position and future prospects, your committee discern abundant
cause for congratulation. Whilst great commercial and mnufacutturinxg countries-most
probably from over-production and over-trading--are greatly convulsed in their credit and
monetary concerns, this colony stands exempt from such buneful fluctuations. We hear
of the storm that is desolating the commercial vorld, but are mercifully prcserved from its
ravages-the steady returns of the soil enabling the settler to meet the demands of the
merchant, who is thereby placed in a situation to sustain his credit. Here the poor man
can support himself, and make continual advances toward independence; Whilst the emigrant,
vith capital or income, nay not only enploy iinself pleasantly, usefully and profitably,

but may possess hinself of comforts and luxuries sufficient to render life pleasant in any
country.

Our future prospects are cheering, and show, that vhile the culture of the earth is the
Most happy, independent, rational, natural enploynent of man, the productions of the
soil are the safest staples lie can produce or traffic in.

Inquiries for our produce multiply. Our markets increase.* One vessel which arrived
late in the season, from Boston, carried away 7,280 bushels of.oats,.whicl she obtained at the
Queen's Wharf, and comnpleted ber loading in the unprecedently short period of six'days,
thus showing the great advantages resulting fron the use of. threshing machines, as that
large ainount of grain was threshed out during the six days. Your conittee view the
increase of those labour-saving nachines with mruch satisfaction.

Another vessel is expecte<i at Three Rivers, from Britain, when the navigation opens to
take back a cargo of oats, which are said to be in re<quest in the London narket for seed!
Barley is sought for in the United States, &c. &c. Ship-building, at present, does not now
wear a very prosperous aspect, nor lumbering. The decline of these may induce farmers in
general to devote nore o their time to the improvement of farming.

During the past year nany very respectable persons have coine anong us to enrich us by
their intellectual attainnents, by investing their capital, or spending their incone: We
have roon for a great many more; and your committee would rejoice to witness the tide
of emigration, of enigrants of a superior class, set in more abundantly toee the shores of
thise isyand. f

Two thousand enigrants have arrived at Charlotte-town during the past season; others
at different ports.

During the past year a census and statistical accountof the whole island was taken, under
the provisions of an Act of the Legislature; but as these interesting documents have not
been ofecially published, your comamittee have no particular observations to offer on the
subject.

le
£ This is in. <ppusition to the stutenent of the Address vpon tlhe subject of ' suflicient markets

and prosperity.'
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The 'value of land bas greatly risen, making it manifest that the powers of the soil are =cR W.iwAg
beconing more known and better appreciated; while the acknowledged salubrity of its SLAD.
clinate, cheapness of provisions, improved society, means of education, and facilities for
enjoying the privileges of public worship, render Prince Edward Island increasingly desirable
to the man or family who may desire a social retirement froma the busy world, or seek to
repair their health or renew their constitution. Hundreds of British farmers, too, men
respectable and desirable, would joyfully come here and invest the remnant of their di-
mniirshed capitals, were the colony made more publicly knovi in Britain.

Your committee regret to observe how small a degree of publie interest the grain show, the
cattle show and the fair appeared generally to excite. It bas been remarked that farmera
bring their worst stock to the fàirs ! This may do anong ourselves; but if fairs are to be
what they were intended, marts for the disposal of our surplus stock to strangers froin the
other provinces, the end and object cannot be answered by exhibiting the refuse of our
cattle, which must give the transient observer a very inadequate and erroneous conception
of the average quality of our live stock; but although fairs, at present, are used to display
horse jockeying in a large latitude, ebiefly in the exchange of animals, by whieh both
parties are taken in, the time cannot be distant when pubie exhibitions of various rural
productions and stock, as welI as fairs, must exercise their intended beneficial influence in
-pronotinr the general advancement of the great object of our attention.

The im'lproved stock which has been and will be introduced must give frmers more correct
notions of the just and desirable proportions of animals, technically called "points," and
lead them to breed from the truest forms.

Nothing would tend more to an improved quality of our grain than a regular and steady
trade in oats, &c., to Britain. The merchant or purchaser would then be obliged tò keep a
machine, and winnow every parcel of grain when delivered to himi. He should also fix
a price for the standard weight of 36 lbs. per bushel, allowing a certain advance for weiglht
above the standard required by law, and deducting for deficiencies.

As labour in all new countries must be higher in comparison with the price of iand and
its productions, it is matter of desire that there nay be yet invented a more simple power to
drive or propel the different machines the farmer has so great an occasion to make use of,
to lessen the cost of labour, save bis fodder, and expedite inany of bis most important
operations.

M'Nr. Gurney way remenber our requirenents in this case; and it is much to be desired
that this gentleman will bring out the necessary apparatus for dyeing, fulling and dréssing
our home-made cloths, if not power-looms. What a reflection on the public spirit of
the colonists, that a population of neariy 50,000 souls, possessing so large a iumnber of
sbeep, shuuld be oblhted to send their cloth to a neighbouring colony to get finished; and,
after being kept out of it many months, have to deplore that it rnight have been equally well
pre ared by the old family process.

X our committee rejoice that a society bas recently been forned in Charlotte-town, under
the auspices of his -Excellency Sir Henry Vere Huntley, for the express. purpose of etn-
couraging the domestic manufactures of the country, especially that of cloth. And your
committee are informed, it is the intention of that body to miake this society the medium
of carrying their objects into effedt, by offering liberal preniiunis for the production of the
best article.

Your committee, in this report, may have travelled over ground previously occupied,
but they také leave té say that there are many subjects vitally affecting the steady and en-
couraging progress of agriculture which require to be enforced oni the minds of the cultivators
of the soil, * with line upon fine, and precept upon precept."

The subject of live fences, compost and draining night have been enforced; and your
cominittee would not have deemed thewselves out of the path of duty had they glanced at
the fisheries.

We hear a complaint of the great abundance of u.nemployed British capital, and Must
express astonishment that so great and culpable supineness has been shown to the unequalled
advantages of Prince Edward Island as a grand fishery station. The productiveness of
the soil could support a large amouit of persons, who might be engaged'in fishing, ma-
nufactures and commerce. We have timber to construct vessels, .and a beautiful expanse
of waters surrounding our happy isle, teemingr with riches, which are appropriated by our
more enterprising neighbours, whojeer at; while they profit by our unaccountable remiss-
ness. The complaint is, that there are no openings f6r the frofitalble investient of capital-
surely then there has been a great general às well as individual want of patriotism in failing
to make known the real advantages of this~colony for fishing or other enterprise. Will it be
credited in other countries, that an island, well peopled and so situated, should purchase the
fish'it consumes!!!

At thé last general meeting of the society, there was one ýarticuiar object to which the
attention*of thecommittee was directed; viz. to apply to the..Colonial Legislature for a grant
of money to defray the expense of insporting live stock from the mother country. In con-
formnity With'those instruc tions, you 'cdmmiittee memorialized the late Lieutenant-governor,
setting forth the great benefits that would result to the colony by the importation of such lie
stock. His Excellency Sir Charles A. Fitzroy was pleased to reconmend the -prayer of
the mnemorial to thè favourable consideration of the Hoise of Assembly; that body accord-
ingly granted 150l. for that purþose; viz. 510. toithe Prince-town Agricultural*Society,--and
1001. to the central board ; sub.ject to the condition contained in the following clause o-fte
Appropriation Bill, passed in the last session.

506. A 3 "And
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Pt

CosT:
Ten rans, with freigit, provender, care, &c. - -

Sales of nine--one died at sea:
Five Rams sold in Charlotte-town.

No. 1. Capt. Cumberland - - - - £. 5 2
,, 2. Henry Longworth - - - - 5 7

,, 3. William Douse - - - - 4 7
4. Alex. Laird - - - - - 2 17

,, 5. James Ferguson - - - - 2 17

Four Rams sold at George-town,
Joseph Wightman - - - -
Angus M'Donald, East Point -
Thomas Owen - - - -

R. ). Westawav - - - -

No. i.
,, 2.
,, 3.
,, 4.

Loss sustained

Nov. sth.
£.3 -

24- -
26-

î. s. d.
- - - 77 13 2

20 11 6

Il 14 -

32 5 6

- £.45 7 8

Account, sales of Rams, imported into Prince County, by James Yeo, Esq. M. P. P.-
Freiglit free.

Four Rains - -- - - - - - - £.22 10 -

Four Boar pigs - - - - - - 1 5 --

Currency.

£. s. d.

33 15 -

Procceds of sale of Rams, at Port Hill, the 4th Oct.
Stephen Wrig
John Webster
David Ransa'
Charles Crasw

'David Ramsa
Rev. Dr. Wig
James Yeo, E
Hon. Josephi

- - - - £.11 5 -

- - - - 102 10 -
y -- - - - 10 10 -

el - - - - - 10 5 -

Proceeds of sale of Boars.
y - - - - - £ i3 -

sq. -
Pope -

- - - - 2 11 -

- - - - - il 6

Amount gained

42 10 -

8 36
-- 50 13 6

- - - -£.16 18 6

It is gratifying to notice that, in addition to the stock imported by your committee, the
.patriotism of private individuals bas led to the importation of the following stock:

-A Devonshire cow, by the lon. James Peake.
A Leicester tup, and two ewes, by the Hon. Captain Swabey.
-A -bull of the pure-Durham breed (calved in May 1840), descended from the celebrated

'Comet,"one Leicester ram, six ewes, and a tup of the Southdown breed, by Edward
C. Haythorne, Esq.

A beautiftd

rscE EDwAlm " And a further sum of 501. to William Bearisto, president of the Prince-town Agricl-
IS..YD. tur:d Societv, for the importation of live stock, under the direction of the several agriculk

turdl societies in Prince County; and that the same be sold at public auction, w the
highest bidder, for the benefft of the said societies, as near the centre of the county as
possible.

"4 And a further sum of 1 L. to the Cenual Agricultural Society, to cover any loss on the
importation of such denonination of live stock as may be by a majority of the committee of
the said societv, in conjunction with two niembers from the committee of each district society,
now establishjd in Queen's and King's Counties; which stock when so selected and im-
ported into the colonv shafl be sold, as near as may be, in two equal portions, to persons
resident in each.of the said counties; wlich said purchasers shall be bound to keep such
stock in the counties of theirrespective residences." With the view of coniplying with these
conditions, vour committee hield a special meeting on the 18th of last 3 une, which was
attended bvthe representatives of the respective branch societies of King's and Queen's
Counties, and after some consideration, they resolved upon expending the grant in the im-
portation of sheep and pigs. The secretary of this society then being about to embark for
England, undertook to execute the commission, and in the month of October last, nine
rams arrived safe in the barque Lady Wood, the tenth having died on the passage out.

The animals were equitably divided by the alternate choice of Mr. Lewellin, on the part
of King's County, and M1r. Henry Lon«worth, for Queen's County; the odd one having
been tossed for, and won by Queen's County.

The following is an account of sales :

ht -
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A beautiful cow, one Southdown tup and two ewes, also a Berkshire sow and boar, by PPRINCE EDWARD
John Grubb, Esq. ISLAND.

A fine Canadian borse, rising six years oId, by Mr. John Hyde.
It is matter of regret that the ad vatorem impost duty should continue to be exacted upon

the importation of live stock, introduced or brought by private persons.
Your committee bad the pleasing duty of executing the resolution of the last general

meeting respecting the plate which was roted to Mr. David M'Gill, of Dumfries, who has
been the faithful and active agent of this society for the last 12 years. The plate, consisting
-of a tea-pot, sugar-basin, mll-ewer and a quart jug , were prepared, i London, with the
following inscription engraved on the principal pieces:

"Presented by the Central Agricultural Society of Prince Edward Island, British
North America, to Mr. David M'Gill, of Dumfries, as a testimony of the high sense
they entertain ofthe valuable services rendered by him to that institution, 6th January
1841."

In the month of June last, the plate was forwarded to Mr. M'Gill, who bas duly acknoW-
ledged its receipt in a letter dated the 2ist July 1841, which bas been already published.

On the 12th May, your committee received an importation of 10 tierces of red clover seed,
weighing 4,1861bs. FOur casks have been disposed of; the residue is in store. The past
season having been very favourable to the growth and saving of red clover, your comnuttee
trust, that what has been saved, together with the stock on hand, will be sufficient to meet
the demads ofthe farner: during the past year, your committee purchased 2,8601bs., island
growth. At the same time, an importation of 2oo sets Wilkie's improved mould plough
mounting, weighing 139 cwt., was received with an extra quantity of land-sides and sole-
plates: experience having taunht your committee the necessity of securing, by the impor-
tation of every pattern of ploug1 mounting, an extra quantity of side-pieces, and especially
soles, to answer the purpose a necessary repairs.

Your committee have considered whether it would not be prudent and advisable to dis-
continue the grain show for the present year, since no public beiefit appears to result froju
these exhibitions beyond that of affording a market for seed gruin.

Your connittee would here remark, that the produce of the Ayrshire cattle fully .justify
the expectations that were formed of them on their arrivai in the colony nearly three years
ago; and they are of opinion, that they are of that description of cattle which are most
suitable to this cliniate, as they appear to thrive remarkably well.

It is with pleasure and thankfulness your committee bave it in their power to announce
the receipt of the following liberal donations:

The amiable and highly gifted Countess of Westmorland bas forwarded the sum of loi.,
together with an interestin and useful work on farning. The great interest taken by ber
ladyship in the welfare of the inhabitants of this colony, ever since her visit in 1840, bas
known no abatenent; and the society beg to make this public acknowledgment of the high
estimation in which the character oflier ladyship is held.

Captain Cumberland bas contributed the handsome donation of , 1.
Honourable Captain Swabey, a sovereign.
And Honourable C. Young, one pound.
Daniel Brenan, Esq. when last in England took some pains to procure sone wirecloth -

for wbeat-fßour sifters, and placed the saine at the disposal. of the committee. It bas been
tried by several inillers, but your committee regret to state that, from soine unexplained cause,
it bas not been found to answer the purpose.

Turnips are so invaluable a crop to the farmer, that your committee cannot but hope that
every individual will strive ta the utmost to realize the greatest quantity bis stock of manure
will enable hini to cultivate. The drill system of husbandry is peculiarly applicable to the
culture of tbis root, particularly the Swede or ruta baga. Sowing sulphur on the land with
the seed is by many pra ctical men said to prevent the fly.

Mangel wurtzel, carrots and parsnips, are each and all of them crops of very great value,
and mucli more sure than turnips, and ought therefore to be grown by every farmer. For
feeding milk kine, or for fatting stock, they are equally valuable. The drill system and
trench ploughing should be adopted for tbeir culture.

Your committee beg to direct the attention of the society to the public-spirited con-
duct of W. W. Irving, Esq., of BonsLaw, who has introduced a number of skilful
mechanics from Scotland, the past season, for the purpose of making the modern agri-
cultutral implements, so necessary to the enterprising cultivator of the soil; and your com-
mittee venture to express a hope that this attempt to improve this fine colony will be
responded to by adequate encouragement.

Your committee consider it very remarkable tbat, although there are two large brewing
establishments in Charlotte-town, no extensive hopperies are to be found in the coloniv;

.although it is manifest that that profitable plant thrives here most luxuriantly with only
ordinary culture, and, with the same attention that is- bestowed upon the culture of the
potatoe, would ensure a much more valuable crop to the grower.

The accounts of the .secretary and treasurer for the past year have been audited by
Messrs. Henry Longworth, A. Duncan, H. Shearman, and Joseph W. -Hcdgson, and
found to be correct.

:.Tlereceipts for.the past year amount to 7581.12s., and the disbursenents to!644i. 4s. 4d.,
* leaàving a'balance iii favour of the society of 1141. ? s. $ .
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INcE EwARND Your committee beg to call the attention of the public in general to the vast importanceIst..N. of agriculture to this colony. It alone is the vital principle of the country. By its
encouragement alone can the country "go ahead,"-bv it must- the rising generation stand
or fall. -This colony has been called the Granary of lorth America-is it in ridicule or in
carnest?-To look at.the small portions of cultivated ground, compared with the vast extent
of wilderness and waste land, everv spectatornmust naturally suppose the former. Let every
farmer, then, strain to rescue the country from such a reproach, and make it what nature bas
indeed designed it to be, a country of fertility and happiness, or without exaggeration, in
the language of holy writ, " a land. flowing with milk and honey." Our winters are long,
but they are subservient to many useful purposes, and were the powers of the- soil fully
developed, their length would hardly be felt, so busy would the stali-feeder be with bis oxen,
bis sheep, his pigs and his poultry. One great want to be noticed througout the country
is the inadequate shelter provided for cattle during the severity of the winter months, in
consequence of which fodder is wasted, and manure rendered comparatively worthless, by
scattering and exhaling its useful chemical properties. Brother farmers, press onward! many
difficulties await you in your progress-combat them, and they will flee before you. Our
climate is much d~rier than that of Britain, and our season more steady. Plants thrive here
without shelter, that in En-land require hotbeds to bring them to perfection. What then
is required? Perseverance. Steady perseverance! ! Be not satisfied until you surpass the
mother country in the growth of every article she is able to produce. Fling mediocrity
aside,and be foremost amongst the colonies of this vast empire. Blessed with an unrivalled
constitution, fostered bv a liberal government, our station among the nations is pre-eminently
distinguished. Recollect, an eminent statesman of old bas said, " he is the truest benefactor
of mankind who causes two blades of grass to grow where only one grew before."

In conclusion, your committee, feeling that their dearest interests are bound up in the sanie
bundle withthe prosperity of P. E. Island, earnestly hope that their successors in office may
accomplish mnuch for the benefit of the fariner, and that every event may be graciously
overruled for the common and particular prosperity of every inhabitant of our country.

The following Resolutions were then proposed and unanimously agreed to:
i. On motion of the Honourable Captain Swabey, seconded by James Yeo, Esq.,

M. P. P., of Port hill,
Resolved, That the report now read, be adopted and printed.
2. On motion of Daniel Brenan, Esq., seconded by James D. Haszard, Esq.,
Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting be given to the officers of the society,

as well as to the committee, for their diligent attention to the business of the society
during the past year.

Mr. Haszard said, in rising to second the motion, Mr. President, I would conceive it
would be great remissness if some expression were not given, to show how highly indebted
the public at large are to the exertions, the zeal and perseverance of the office-bearers and
committee of this society. These enticmen have all faithfully discharged the trust reposed
in them ; and more especially the secretary, Mr. Macgowan-he bas left no stone un-
turned, wbere the interest ofithe society is- concerned-he mav be considered the main
spring in its operations-at home and abroad he has exerted'his talents and time in
serving you. It is really pleasing to sec the precision and accuracy with which the books,
papers and correspondence of this society are conducted. This institution is not an exclu-
sive one; gentlemen and farmers are invited to the discussions, and every means are taken
to elicit ideas, and to proniote and infuse in the country information on every natter relating
to the welfare of the husbandman. It therefnre behoves us to strain every nerve to aid this
society in the developement of the resources of this island. Agriculture is the main source
from which we are to derive our support. We have a favourable soil, and let us work
it scientifically and effectually, and there is no doubt that we shall rise in the scale, if
not to surpass, at least to have our standing with other colonies.

3. On motion of Edward Palmer, Esq., M. P. P., seconded by W. S. Macgowan,
Esq., of Souris,

Resolved, That the marked and most respectful thanks of this society are emi-
rently due to the Right honourable the Countess of Westmorland, for the warm
interest ber ladyship has ever evinced in the prosperity of this colony, and in an especial
manner for the present of a valuable and useful work on farming, lately forwarded to
the secretary of this societv, accompanied by a munificent donation of 10 I., and
that the secretary be requested to convey to her ladyship a copy of this Resolution.

Mr. Palmer in moving this Resolution stated, that be felt confident it contained that with
which every gentleman in bis hearing would freely conctur. It was well remembered that
the -noble lady had lately passed a winter in this colony, and the interest she then took,
and bas ever since manifested, in its general prosperity, bas been proved by many laudable
and spirited instances of her liberality. Accustomed as her ladyship has been to reside
in more genial climates, and amidst the luxuries of life, it was no smail sacrifice at her
time of life to pass a long winter in comparative exile, in this, to ber, remote part of the
world ; in doing so, she spent in the country hundreds, and perhaps thousands of pounds, in
a truly noble and praiseworthy manner; lier constant benevolent attentions to the poor
are yet gratefully remembered-indeed he doubted whether the extent of ber generosity

is
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is even yet known; and ber zeal and munificence in the support of religion in the colony
is beyond praise. We now find in ber present donation to this society, that although
distant, she yet maintains a lively interest in the island's prosperity. Did -we perceive
such exemplary conduct in a few more of the absent proprietors of this island; fts effects
would soon be sensibly feit in the improvement of the colony. In the Resolution, he miust
repeat, there was nothing exaggerated, nor any thing, he thought, to which every gentie-
man present would not cordially respond.

4. On motion of Lawrence C. Worthy, Esq., seconded by J. W. James, Esq.;
Resolved, That this society are highly gratified *to find that a society bas rece-tly

been forned in Charlottertown, under the auspices of his Excellency the Lieutenant-
governor, having for its object the encouragement of the domestie manufactures of
the country, especially that of cloth, and that this society pledges itself to co-operate
with that institution in the attainment of so laudable a purpose.

3. On motion of A. Duncan, Esq., seconded by Dr. Jardine, of Morell,
Resolved, That the thanks of this society be given to Ca ptain Cumberland, the

Honourable Captain Swabey, and the Honourable Charles Young, for their liberal
donations.

The following gentlenen were then chosen officers for the ensuing year:
Honourable John S. Macdonald, President.
Francis Longworth, senior, Esq., Vice President.

John Hyde,
Williani D)ouse,
Charles Stewart,
Henry Longworth,
Charles Haszard,
Alex. Laird,
George Beer, senior,
Henry Shearman,
John M'Neill, Cavendish,

Commrittee.

Peter Macgowan, Secretary and Treasurer.

The chairman having left the chair, the Honourable Captain Swabey was called
thereto, when a rote of thanks was passed to the Hlonourable the President, for his
conduct in the chair.

(No. 21.)
-No. 2.-

Copyr of a DESPATCH from Lord Stanley to Lieutenant-governor
Sir Henry Vere Huntley.

Sir, Downing-street, 27 May 1842.

1I HAE received your despatch (No. 21) of the 18th March, enclosing an
"ýddress to the Queen from the Legislature of Prince Edward Island, praying that

corn, the produce of that island, may be admitted into the United Kingdom duty
free.

I have to instruct you to acquaint the Legislative Council and House of
Assembly, that I have had the honour to lay their Address before the Queeu; but
that, as the Bill for the amendment of the Acts regulating the importation of
corn into this country. had passed into a law before the arrival of your despatcb,
it has not-been in Her Majesty's power to accede to the wishes expressed by the
Council and Assembly on behalf of the inhabitants of the colony.

I have, &c.
(signed) Sia(ley.

No. 21
Despatch fro-»
Lord Stanley ta
Lieut.-gvernor
Sir H. V. Il1ntley,
27 May 184-2
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Sir C. A. Fitzrov
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4 May '4.1.
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-No. 3.-
(No. 14.)

Cor of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-governor Sir Chares d. Fitzroy
to Lord John RuscUll

Government House, Prince Edward Island,
My Lord, 4 May 1841.

I H A VE the honourto transmita series of Resolutions ofthe House of Assembly,
relating to the present state of this colony, which, by the accompanying Address
of that bodv, I have been requested to forward to Hier Majesty's Government.
Your Lordship wilI perceive that, under date of Friday, 5th February, -there are
two Resohrtions, one relating to the Bill for the purchase of the lands, in which
the House of Assembly have endeavoured to prove the necessity-of again passing
this Bill; and the other to the appointment of a committee upon the state of the
colony. As I have referred to the subject of the Land Bill in my despatch of the
3d instant (No. 13), I need not trouble your Lordship with any further observa-
tion hiere.

Under date of Friday, 23d April, there are 18 Resolutions; the priticipal subject
embraced in these Resolutions is, the tenure of the lands in this colony; and your
Lordship will observe that, finding they have no hopes of succeeding ia their en-
deavours to confiscate the lands by any appeal to the Goverament, the House of
Assembly are trying to awaken the sympathy of the Imperial Parliament, through
the influence of Mr. Hume as their aoent. Mr. Hume will, in all probability,
bring the subject forward in the Houseof Commons; and, to place before your
Lordship such information as will enable you to answer any remark vhich he may
think proper to rnake, I cannot do better than refer you to my despatch of the
7th May 1839, marked " Confidential," ia which the whole of the circumstances
connected with the land question are fully detailed.

Under date of April 23, there are three Resolutions upon a communication frorn
the chief justice, showing the necessity for appointing a professional assistant
judge of the Supreme Court. I have the honour to enclose a copy of the chief
justice's letter, and of the message with which I laid it before the House of
Assemnblv.

With reference to the third of these Resolutions, which expresses a desire that,
in the event of the retirement of the chief justice, his successor may not be " a
native or a person resident in this island," I deen it due to the bar, the resident
members of which are mostly natives of the colony, to express my strong sense of
the injustice that would be done to them, collectively and individually, if I were
to permit this Resolution to pass without observation.

The bar of this, as well as that of the other colonies, naturally look forward for
advancement in their profession as vacancies may occur in their respective courts,
and this Resolution infers by implication that no member of the bar of this colony
possesses the acquirements necessary to qualify him for the office of chief justice ;
but I am enabled to state with confidence, that the bar, as constituted in this
colony, is equally respectable, both in character and acquirements, with any of the
other colonies; and it is necessary and just that I should explain to vour Lord-
ship the real motive whicli bas governed the House of Assembly.in passing this
Resolution.

The peculiar construction of the Assembly, and their views regarding the rights
of property, your Lordship is already acquainted with; and because the bar will
give no encouragement to these views, but when consulted by any of the tenantry,
honestly and conscientiously endeavour to disabuse their minds of the fallacious
ideas they bave imbibed from political agitators, and to convince them of the
ruinous consequences of disputing their landlords' titles, a prejudice has arisen
against the bar on the part of the majority of the House of Assembly, and this
prejudice bas extended to the courts themselves; and I hesitate not to say that,
unless a chief justice could be found corrupt enough to warp the existing laws of
the realm to suit their purposes, the same objections would be made by them.

The Attorney and Solicitor-general have made themselves more peculiarly
obnoxious to the majority of the Assembly by having, in the discharge of their
duty, prosecuted to conviction several delinquents who had been instigated by
that majority to resist the law when attempted to be enforced between landlord
and tenant; and also for having, in their legislative capacity, upheld the views of

the
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the Imperial Government in opposition to those of the majority of the House of PRIcECEDWARD
Assembly.

I therefore trust that no weight will be given by your Lordship to this part of
their representation, to induce you to depart from the course pursued li the
neighbouring colonies, when by any contingency a new appointment of chief
justice miay be rendered necessary.

Under date of Tuesday, April 27, there are six Resolutions; the first of these
states the opinion of the Hlouse of Assembly, 'That it has been, the fashion of 27.4p47

interested individuals to exaggerate the value of the soil of this island," which
statement they affirm to be substantiated by the evidence of certain individuals 16-

named in this Resolution. I have not had access to this evidence, but from my
knowledge of the parties examined, I am enabled to state that, although. they are
al tenants, they have eacli of them,. from their perseverance and industry in cul-
tivating their respective farms, acquired a very substantial competency, and that
it is not a great many years suice they emigrated to this colony, in comparatively
indigent circuistances. The report of Captain Holland, in 1765, is quite inap-
plicable to the present state of the colony. The fifth Resolution complains of the
influence -which, has prevented this colony from obtaining a court of escheat, and
refers to a proclamation of Lord Falkland's, of the 15th April Iast, in a late num-
ber of a Nova Scotia newspaper.

The question of the establishment of a court of escheat in this colony has been
so long set at rest, and recognized to be so by the House of Assembly, until they
saw this proclamation, that I will not take up your Lordship's time by any com-
ment.upon it.

The Resolutions which I have omitted to refer to, contain reflections upon the
connexion and proceedings of the Executive and Legislative Councils. With
regard to the complaints of the proceedings of the Legislative Council, I have thé
honour to transmit the Resolutions of that bodyin reply thereto, and I should not
do them justice if I did not express my conviction that their statements are fully '' ,..5.
borne out by facts. The overstrained efforts of the House of Assembly to show
an undue family connexion in the Executive Council are so manifestly absurd,
that they scarcely require serious refutation: of the gentlemen composing that
board, the only existing near connexion is that which subsists between Mr.
Brecken and Mr. Peake, the latter having married a sister of the former since
bis nomination to a seat in the Executive Council ; and it is utterly impossible, in
the limited community of this small colony, to select fit and responsible persons
for such offices, who are not in some way connected.

With regard to the proprietary connexion and influence complained of in the
Legislative Council, the Bouse of Assembly have proved, on their own showing,
that one-half of the members are wholly unconnected with proprietors, and Mr.
Dalrymple is- merely the receiver of an estate in Chancery appointed by the
court ; while, to show the little reliance to be placed on the statement designating
Messrs. Livett, Macintosh and Holl as strangers, I may mention that Mr. Livetthas
been nine years in the colony, Mr. Macintosh six, and Mr. Holl five years, and
thai they are all gentlemen of independent means living in the country.

Appended to these Resolutions is the copy of an Address to- the Throne, on the
subject of the purchase of the lands stated by the House of Assembly to have
-been proposed in conference to the Legislative Council, as an amendment to an
Address passed by the Council on the same subject, and in which they requested
the House of Assembly to join them. As the Council have requested me to for-
ward their Address, to be laid at the foot of the Throne, your Lordship will see
the reasons assigned by the Council for refusing to join in that prepared by the
House of Assemblv.

I also transmit a printed copy of the Petition of the House of Assembly to the ACOe
House of Commons, which is about to be forwarded to Mr. Hume.

I have, &c.

(signed) Charles X. Fitzroy,
Lieutenant-governor.
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Encl. 1. ic No. 3 .

Enclosure 1, in No. 3.

In the House of Assembly, Friday, 5 February 1841.
1. W uznAsthisHouse,initslast session,passed a Bill to enable the Crown to purchase the

township lands of this island, and settle the inhabitants: And whereas the Legislative Council
have declared its opinion of the said Bill as folows:-" That it is the opiion of this com-
mittee, that any equitable arrangement, by voluntary sale on the part of the proprietors
by which the drown can be re-invested withthe said lands, so-as to enable the Crown to sell
the same at a reasonable rate to actual occupiers, would tend greatly to increase the settle-
ment of this colony, and advance its prosperity, and would be considered as a boon calling
for the utmost extent of gratitude from its inhabitants: That although this committee thus
far recognize the principle of the Bill, they cannot concur in its details; and, in fact, they
deem. any enactment onx the subject not only premature, but inexpedient and unnecessary,
until the consent of the Crown and propretors to the measure contemplated by the said
Bill shall be first obtained:" And wfiereas the Right honourable Lord John Russell, Her
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, by a despatch. bearing date the
±±d September 1840, bas declared, that, " Although this question originates in mokives of
private interest, shared equally by landlords and tenants, it assumes, in effect, the character
of a public question, and as such must be treated. It is Her Majesty's earnest desire to
remove every just cause of complaint in all parts of her dominions, and Her Majesty has
been accordngly pleased to desire me to enter into communication with the resident pro-
prietors in this country, with a view to learn whether, by any further proposition on their
part, means may be found to determine a question which bas, for so long a period, agitated
the colony:" And whereas the former offers of these proprietary claimants to the tenantry
were most unreasonable; and as the whole conduct of the association of these élaimants,
stylinIg themselves the Proprietary Association, bas been most decidedly hostile to the
interests of the colony; therefore this committee has no expectation that any proposition
which said association may make, in consequence of the communication to be held by the
Secretary of State for the Colonies and said association, will be such as the country could
accept; but that such negotiation, on their part, will be industriously prolonged, with a
viev, by delay, to break the opposition to their tyrannical proceedings: Therefore Resolved,
That it is the opinion of this committee, that it is expedient to pass a Bill of the saine
tenor as that passed last year by this House for the setlement of the colony, in the hope
that the Imperial Government will either accede to that, or, by some other reasonable
measure, decide satisfactorily this question.

2. Resolved, That with a view to prevent the evils which may result from misrepresenta-
tion, and to establish, by further evidence, the statements contained in the Addresses and
.Petitions forwarded by this House, a coninittee be appointed to take such evidence, with
power to send for persons, papers and records.

Friday, April 23, 1841.
i. Resolved, That the people of this colony are highly dissatisfied with the measures

pursued towards them by the claimants of townships. That as the conduct of these
~claimaants and their agents has been in almost every instance oppressive, and in many
instances both oppressive and fraudulent, there is no prospect of the dissatisfaction being
.done away with, by refusing, year after year, the popular requests for redress.

2. Resolved, That the lHouse may be dissolved, the representative part of the constitution
suspended or abrog-ated, but tbese measures will bring neither prosperity nor even peace;
because it is net a desire for an extension of political power which mainly agitates the
people, but a desire for even-handed justice, and or land on snch terms as that, by an union
of labour, hardihood and econony, they may live upon it, and leave their dear-bought
property to their children; and until this be conceded, every branch of industry must lan-
Cuish : and every impartial man, confessing that the people are deeply wronged,. will look
for the bitter fruits which spring froin oppression long persisted im.

3. Resolved, That this louse bas derived considerable satisfaction from the despatch of
the colonial minister, stating that henceforth the land question " must be considered a
public question, and treated accordingrly."

4. Resolved, That this House have no expectation that the correspondence which in said
dlespatch the Colonial Secretary purposes to open with the proprietary claimants, will resuit
in any equitable offers being made by said proprietary claimants.

. Resolved, That this House maintain that the rights of the Crown authorize the escheats
of the townships of this island, and that the real interests of the inhabitants would thereby
have been greatly promoted, and that the sales of the land would have cleared off part of
the arrears of the civil list due by those proprietary claimants to the British Government,
amounting to upwards of 120,000 1., and vould, at all events, have made ample provision for
said civil list, for many years to come.

6. Resolved, That though • the colonial minister, in 1802, ordered said escheat to be
carried into effect, yet as the Bill prepared in conformity with his instructions, and passed
through the Legislature of this colony, was believed to have been concealed or abstracted
after the Crown had assented thereto; and as the influence of the proprietary claimants
prevailed so far as to throw obstacles in the way of any-similar- enactinent; and as from the
year 1830 to 1839, the colonial ministers uniformly refused to sanction escheat; the present

House
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House, in its second session, passed a Bill for purchasing such alleged claims, as is
explained in the third paragraph of their Petition to the Aouse of Commons, forwarded
-m 1840.
. 7.- Resolved, That considering said Bill, and the opinion expressed by the Legislative
-Council ofthe saine, in their Resolution of 2sth April 1840 (folios 89 and 90 of Legislative
-Council Journals), and that there was no chance of these proprietary claimants making.any
offer whieb would come near to what the colony could pay, the Housefelt themselves calle7d
on to pass said Bil a second time.

s. Resolved, That as the question is to be henceforth a public question, it is expedient to
-give publicity to all the leading important facts of the case, and that therefore a committee
be forthwith named, to make a list of such despatches received front ministers, and of such
answers thereto by governors, and of such reports and examinations made by the House of
Assembly, and of such petitions and addresses by the House of Assembly, the Legrislative
Council, or the people of the colony, as may seem necessary. That te same Tshall be
printed, and 5o0 copies thereof forwarded, under the direction of said committee, to Joseph
-Hume, Esq. as agent for the House of Assembly, and that said committee be directed to
request Mr. Hume to cause saine to be distributed to such Members of the Imperial Par-
liament, and other influential individuals, as lie may think most likely to advocate the cause
of the oppressed cultivators of this island.

9. Whereas the Legislative Council did, on the 28th April 1840, pass five Resolutions, the
third of which distinctly charges the majority of the House of Assembly with deluding the
people whom they represent, and is in all its bearings highly insulting-(see folio 90 of
Journal of Legislative Council)-

Resolved, That the present House of Assembly, in the varions procediures wherein they
have bad to communicate with the Legislative Council, bave shown no disrespect to that
body, nor will any part of their Resolutions bear any interpretation of reflection on the moral
character of any individual of that body. The original and unwise -rauting the soil of the
colony to a few, and providing that these should have a seat in tse Legislature, has set
those in opposition to the mass of the people on that most important subject, of the price of
rent to be paid for the wilderness; and at the same time has «iven these few the power of
exercising a similar influence in all the departments of pulie business; and therefore,
though the members of the House of Assembly, as individuals, entertained no ill-will to
the mnembers of the Council, yet, as a public body, the House of Assembly was bound to
represent the injuries occasioned by this unfortunate constitution. That -under the circum-
stances of the colony, the House of Assembly could do no less than state the peculiar
interests existent in the Legislative Council. How far such statement was consistent with
the fact, will appear from sundry of these present Resolutions; and they represented this
conduct not as a system propagated by those at present in the Council, but as a necessary
consequence of said constitutional defect, particularly alluding thereto in the Resolutions and
Addresses of the sessions of 1839, and fully describing same in the sixth Resolution of
1840, (folio 14(, of Journals of House of Assembly.) But the Legislative Council, in their
reply thereto, refer to alleged " notoriety," represent the majority of the House of Assembly
as turbulent demo;gogues, who had devised a plan for plundering the rich, and.who, as the
Legislative Council had resisted this, were anxious to divert the popular odiumi incident on
the failure of such scheme froin themselves to the Council. How far this is consistent with
*fact will appear from the subsequent part of this Resolution, and from others of these present
Resolutions. But in the mean time it may be remarked, that the making the present Bouse
-the originators of the alleged invasion of the rights of property, is in strange contradiction
with the report of the Earl of Durham, particularly that part where he states that "in every
other colony there bas been such a degree of taches on the part oftheGovernment, as in equity
to preclude it from any enforcement of the conditions upon which the original grants were
made; but in Prince Edward Island, scarcely at any time have five years been suffered to
elapse without some appeal to the colonial ministers, praying that the Crown would resu me
the grants it had made, as a measure not merely justifiable, but as the only measure that
could free the province from the evils these excessive grants had inflicted." How far it is
fact that the delusion Of the leaders of the present majority of the House of Assembly "bas
been the cause of the tenantry allowing their rents to fall into arrear," may be in part
illustrated by an Address to the King, wherein it is stated that this unjrtunate disposition
of the lands bas produced great evil, and that "the greater number of our settlers are
leaseholders, under the large proprietors, and are at this day sinking under the pressure of
accumulated rents, which they are unable to pay "-and this is of date April 1829, when
not one of the present members of the House of Assembly*had a seat in that body; and
when two, now members of the Legislative Council, were mermbers of the House ofAssembly,
viz. the Honourable the Attorney-general, and the Honourable George Dalirymple, who also
overe both members- of the joint committee of -the Council and House of Assembly.appointed
-o prepare such Address.·

10. Resolved, further, in regard to said Resolution, that it is unfounded, because that the
question vas agitated before many of the members of this Assembly were-born, before others
had. left Britain, before any one of their whole body had: tie most distant idea of obtaining
a seat therein. Furtheri that it was.advocated by the Honourable George Dalryniple, now
a meinberof the Legislative Council, then.a member-of the House of Assembly fri 1830
to 1835, and the measure of escheat,.whichgoes fartber than the Bill rejected by the Le s-
-ative Council, was acknowledged by the H onourable -the Surveyor-general, -and-the en
.Solicitor-general (Lawson), "to be a lawful measure, and one likely to result in great benéfits
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to the country," and by the Honourable the Attorney-general Robert lodgson, that it is
" competent for the representative of his Majesty in this colony to appoint a commissioner
or commissioners of escheats therein." (See the examination of these gentlemen, Murch
1832, folios 81 and s of Journals of House of Assembly.) Lastly, that in 183-, 1S33,
1834 and 1835, the najority of the [House of Assembly supported escheat as justifiable, and
also as necessary for the welfare of the country, and in that matter showed no determina-
tion to reserve aug«ht for the holders of these forfeited claims to townships; whereas the
present House in its first measure proposed a reservation, and in its second measure offered
a price to said claimants.

11. Resolved, That unless the House of Assembly could. believe that self-interest, relation-
ship, intimate connexion, tenure of lucrative office (which, according to all former precedent,
would have been taken from the holders, if they turned against the proprietary claims),
would have no influence on the minds of men, they could not exclude the conviction that a
majority, both in the Legislative and Executive Councils, would be and had been operated
on by these various feelings and motives to resist the demands of the agriculturists.

12. Resolved, That the'present House of Assembly, in their Resolutions as to the con-
struction of the Legislative and Executive Councils, independent of their own experience,
were borne out by the Resolutions of former H ouses, and in particular by the Resolutions of
the louse of Assembly of 1834 (see Journals of that year, pages 87 and 8), and that the
Honourable George Dalrymple, now of the Legislative Council, and the Honourable
Joseph Pope, now of the Executive Council, moved for the Legislative Council being
elective.

1:3. Resolved, That the conduct of the Executive Council on sundry occasions is depicted
ia the Address of the flouse of Assembly of 1831, at which time only two individuals of the
present flouse (neither of them voting with the present calumniated majority) were members
of that House, in which Address it is stated, that a large proportion of the revenue being
under the control of the Governor and Executive Council, has enabled them in some
instances to administer the G overnment without the intervention of the fIouse of Assembly,
and in direct opposition to the real interests of the colony. (Journals of 1831, folio 71.)

14. Resolved, That the Legislative Council (vaunting its superior " vested interest,")
might possibly be supposed. more worthy of credence than the House of Assenbly, and
that therefore the flouse of Assembly might have felt a doubt how far truth should prevail
over prejudice; but that they have the good fortune of possessing the testimony of one in
whom the Imperial Government reposed the highest confidence, and who, thoagh dead, yet
.speaketh,-to the report of the Earl of Durham they refer ; and vhen. lie describes those
claims which the Legislative Council call the sacred rights of property, the committee feel
confident that the representatives of the louse of Assemblv will ain credence.

15. Resolved, That as appears from sundry advertisements 'in London newspapers, a
number of these proprietary claimants have formed theniselves into a society styling them-
selves " The Propritors of Prince Edward Island." That many of their Resolutions and
representations thus published appear deceptive; but the committee not baving present
access to such papers, can refer specifically to such representations only on one subject, viz.
on the " commutation of quit reuts," and "that in the correspoudence thereon, their agent
states to the- colonial ninister, that - at the suggestion of Sir John Harvey, and the present
Lieuteuant-governor, they have yielded to every reasonable demand made upon themt in
behalf of their tenantrv, they have removed every ground of, or pretence for, complaint, and
have actually, und of their own accord, offered to sell their lands upon more liberal terms
than if they remained under the control of the Governnment." (See Letter from. G. R. Young
to Lord Glenelg, 4th April 1838.)

Whereas at that tine the faithful representatives of the people vere under arrest, and the
people were suffering without abatement all the evils of which they had so long complained;
and their acceptance of the deceptive offer made would in nowise have relieved them.
That in said correspondence the said society express their unwillingness to " ake a position
kostile to the officers of the local governaent," at the danger of their being forced into a
controversy with the " local authorities on the island;" and therefore resolved, that said
societv, styling themselves the Proprietary Association, have been guilty of gross misrepre-
sentation, and of evidently txying to mislead and perplex the colonial minister in regard to
the concernments of this colony, and of attempting to control and even to supersede the
Colonial Legislature; and that a fev interested individuals resident at a distance fron the
island, but vithin reach of Downing-street, should be allowed to continue to put forth such
falsehoods, and frame such intrigues, has been highly injurious to the prosperity of the
colony, and nmay be destructive ofits peace.

16. Whereas, in numerous instances in this colony, individuals have been located on
leaseholds in the wilderness, and that such leaseholds are short of the number of acres
stipulated, but that such individuals have never been able by proceedings at law to obtain
that deduction from their rent corresponding to such deficiency, nor any deduction, and
that fron the case of James Douglas and 5ingweU, detailed in Appendix to Journals
1840, and fron the examination of their counsel, Messrs. Binns and Young, there seems no
prospect of their attaining it, and as the sane appears from the case of Lunn. to be the deci-
sion of the court as to land within the fishery reserves, therefore it is important to exhibit
to the Imperial Government such hardships, and with this view resolved, that the queries put
by the special committee of the louse of Assembly in 1839, to the Honourables the Attorney
and Solicitor-general be printed, and forit part of the Appendix to the Journals of this year,
and of the documents to be printed for the Imperial Parhament.

17. Resolved,
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17. Resolved, Thatmany individuals who have leased or boughtland from the claimants
of townships have, in process of time, been deprived of access to any publie road by the said
proprietary claimants leasing or selling the land around such farms, without any reservation
of or allowance for roads, and in consequence of such procedure many individuals suffer the
most serious iniconvenience. That petitions for relief ofthose labouring inider such incon-
veniency being laid before the Assembly, and the personal knowledge of many nembers
establishing such complaints as well founded, and there appearing to be no remedy at Iaw
as here xuderstood, the House of Assenmbly passed last session and this:session a Bill for
the relief of suci inconvenience, which was rejected by the Legislative Council on both
occasions.

is. Resolved, That the proprietary claimants have failed in many other instances to
reserve roads or rights for roads, or to deduet on that account the least portion of rent or
price of the actual quantity of wilderness land thus rented or sold, and the different districts
reqring roads of access to the harbours and other places wbere produce is shipped, the
House of Assembly have been under the necessity of appropriating money raised, in a great
measure from those holding under lease, to purchase for them and the rest of the public
rights of way over portions of land, for every foot of which the holders have to pay rent to
the proprietary claimants, or have already paid the full price.

Saturday, 24th April 1S41.

1. WHnREAs the Executive Council of this colony is composed as follows:
Hon. George Wright, father-in-law to the prothonotary, wlho is brother to the
Hon. Robert Hodgson, who is cousin to the
Bon. John Brecken, who is brotber-in-law to the
Hon. T. H. Haviland (colonial secretary, and a proprietary agent), who is brother-

in-law to the Hon. Donald M'Donald, and brother-in-law to
Bon. James Peake.
Bon. Joseph Pope, a Government partisan, a proprietary agent, who is connected in

mariage with the Hon. George Wright.
Hon J. S. MDonald, who is cousin to the Hon. Donald MeDonald, a proprietary

clainant, who is brother-in-law to the Hon. John Brecken, Hon. James Peake, and
Hon. T. H. Haviland.

Bon. Ambrose Lane, who is brother-in-law to the treasurer, who is brother-in-law to
the Hion. Robert Hodgson.

Thus showing a fanmilv connexion in the Executive Council, however otherwise well
ualified for the office in themselves, of eight out of nine Councillors; and how far the

House of Assembly were borne out in their Rlesolition of 25th.April 1840.

Resolved, thcrefore, That conviction is forced upon the mind, that a family compact of
such magnitude, however well disposed in advising the Executive, will take care of them-
selves and their friends in the first place, and the interests of the colony only as a secondary
consideration.

2. Resolved, That the Legislative Council is composed as follows:
Bon. R. Hodgson, solicitor to a proprietary claimant, and cousin to the
lon. John Brecken, who is brother-in-law to the

Hon. Donald Macdonald, a proprietary claimant.
Bon. Charles Worrell - - - ditto.
lion. J. I. Peters, who is agent of S. Cunard (recently appointed), a proprietary

claimant.
Hon. George Dalrymple, receiver of rent for a relative, who is a proprietary

claimant.
Bon. J. Livett, Comparatively speaking strangers, lately from a rent-paying
lion. W. Macintosh, country, and but little acquainted with the history of this
Hon. J. M. Holl, colony, and uch less with the toil, labour, hardships and pri-

vations of the inhabitants. (Recently appointed.)
Hon. G. R. Goodman, collector of customs.
lion. P. S. M'Nutt.
lion. Charles Young, lately from Nova Scotia (recently appointed), where he has

resided from his infancy.
Showing the connexion and influence of proprietary claimants in the Legislative Council,
and how fax the House of Assembly were justified·in passing their Resolution of 25th April
1840.

In the Hôus e of Assembly, Friday, 23 April 1841.
. RpsoLvEn, That from the report of the special.committee, and evidence reported by

the same, it appears,. that:there are in a year, on an average of the last three years, only
53 days. on which the chief justice is occupied on the bench,.taking into account all the
teris of the supreme court in the whole colony, and only an average of four days occupied
by hiin in heanng counsel at chambers, and-only, in the whole of these three years, 115
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PRINCE EDWAM IlD decisions on record causes, and 92 in other causes-say, on sunmary causes and appeals:
ISLAND_ the natural conclusion appears to be, that the amount of time oecupied and business

transacted ought not to be considered as excessive for one individual of competent legal
acquirements, and in the ordinary state of health.

2. Resolved, That taking the facts referred to in the former Resolution into account, it is
inexpedient, at present, to make any provision for a salary for an assistant judge.

3. Resolved, That in case, on the evidence taken before the committee, and on the
letter of the chief justice, the Imperial Government should, on his withdrawal, appoint
another chief justice, it -would be for the benefit of the colony that the said appointment
should be conferred on some individual not a native of or long resident in this colony, and
still less one connected with the claimants of the townships therein.

27 April 1841.

1. TRSO.vED, hat it is the opinion of this committee, that it bas been the fàshinn of
interested individuals, of late, to represent the soil of the island as much more valuable
than the cultivated portions of the neighbouring colonies; but that this is contrary to fact,
and tliat its capabilities for agriculture were faithfully represented in the Resolution of
this House, of the 24th April 1S39 (folio 78 of its Journals), and arc confirmed by the
examinations of Messrs. Bell and Miller, of township io. 35, and Messrs. Arthur and
Johnston, of township No. 23, taken before the comnittee of evidence this session; and
still more indubitably by the 'report of the late Captain Holland, who, as Surveyor-general
of British North Ancrica, examained and reported on this island in 1763.

2. Resolved, That if the Legislative Council, in their representations of the mniembers
cormposing the majority of the present House of Assembly, had stated that many of said
majority were culitivators, under lease, of land which they had cleared from the wilderness
-that only six or eight of them lived on freehold farms-that many of them were not
possessed of more thxan a verv nioderate amount of property-that none of them were
ashamed to labour to raise the bread thev ate-that many of them were pledged by the
country to pursue that line vhich tliey have followed-that the urgent entreaties of their
neighbours prevailed on some to accept an office honourable to themn, but exposing theni,
if they voted according to their conscience and pledge, to the bad offices of men in power--
the House ofAssembly must have confessed that all these vere facts.

-3. Resolved, That as the Legislative Council bave repeatedly rejected the Bill for the
seulement of the Inhabitants-the Bill for opening Roads-the Bill for relieving Tenants
fromn bearing the entire burden of the Land Assessment-the Bill for the relief of the
Loyalists iand Disbanded Soldiers-and have, by their amendments to the Fishery Reserve
Bifl, for this and the two previous Sessions, gone contrary to the evident meaning of Lord
Glenelh's despatches-therefore, in regard to a joint Address to the Throne, the flouse of
Assxebly are obliged to conclude, that there is great doubt whether said Council will agree
to anv Address naking any close approach to a real redress of grievances; and as the
Iniperial Governuient seem to think that every colony exaggerates its own grievances, the
Address thus frittered down by the Council, and modified in meaning by theIome Govern-
ment, would end in sonmcthing akin to nothinng: Therefore, resolved, That the Housc of
Assenmbly nust leave to the Council to state its own views to the Imperial Government,
with this understanding, that if, any time before the close of the Session, the Legislative
Council shall agree to the amended Address transnitted to tlem by the House of Assembly,
the House of Assembly, laying aside a separate procedure, will heartily concur with the
Legislative Council in said Address.

4. «Resolved, That Ille Legislative Council having requested a free conference with the
House of Assembly, and the'House having agreed to the same, the managers of said con-
ference, on the part of this louse, on their return handed in, as the subject of said con-
ference, an Address to the Crown, drawn by the Legisilative Council, vith blanks left at the
proper places, to be filled in vith the words " louse of Assembly," in case the House
should agree to said Address--that the House could not agree thereto, for the reasons stated
in the Resolutions which thev entered into thereon, but sent up such an Address as they
could concur with, through the mediun of the sanie committee who managed the former
conference, who handed the said oriZinal Address, and the amended Address, to the managers
on the part of the Council-that the said amended Address was drawn up in regular form,
headed "To the Queen's nost Excellent Majesty," and was evidently an Address, and *
not reasons for not concurring, and was not stated to be reasons for not coneurring-that
it would seem strange how the Legislative Council could ever bave mistaken an Address
to be concurred in, lor reasons for not concurring--that thereafter, when such astonishing
misapprehension vas removed, the Legislalive Council, through the sanie medium of con-
ference, endeavoured to impress on the House, that, in amending an Address sent down as
this had been, the House of Assemblv had violated all rule and precedent, and was bound
to accept or reject the document as~sent down; and that when by undeniable precedent,
the House of Assembly proved their own procedure to be correct, the Legislative Council
appear to have made'sonie objections to forn (which objections, however, the House of
Assembly do not think well founded), and having desired no farther conference on the
said subject: Therefore, resolved, That the House of Assembly bave, in the whole pro-

cedure,
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cedure, shown every readiness to concur with the Legislative Council m any Address which PRENCE EDwARD
would be so worded as not to sacrifice the rights of the Crovu and the country, by acknow- Ismo.
ledging the claimants of townships to have unchallengeable titles to the said townships, in
defiance of the most unquestionable evidence of the sane being liable to forfeiture.

5. Resolved, That, comparing the advertisement, of which the subjoined is a copy, with
the reiterated refusals of the measure of escheat to this colony, the conclusion nust be,
that there is in this island, or in Great Britain, or in both, an influence which prevents this
colony from being allowed the sane beneficial laws as the neighbouring colonies.

6. Resolved, That his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor be furnished with a copy of
the varions Resolutions passed by this House during the present session, un the general
state of the colony, and in support of the representations made by this House to Her
Majesty's Governmnent last session, and other matters connected therewith; also with a
copy of the proposed joint Address of the Council and Assembly, on the subject of the
purchase of the lands by the Imperial Government, as amended by this House, with an
humble Address requesting that lie would be pleased to forward the sane to Her Majesty's
Government.

A Ploc"mATrio.

By his Excellency the Right honourable Lucius Bentinck Viscount Falkland,
Knight Grand Cross of the Guelphie Order, and Member of Her Majesty's

Falkland. Most Honourable Privy Council, Lieutenant-governor and Commander-in-
Chief in and over Her Majesty's Province of Nova Scotia, and its Depen-
dencies, &c. &c. &c.

WHEREAS the proprietors of extensive tracts of valuable land in various parts of the
province have ne-lected to fulfil the conditions attached to the grants thereof, and the
settlement of the country having been, by such neglect,- greatly retarded, the House of
Assembly have requested that measures may be adopted " to re-invest the Crown with al
wilderness lands owned by absentees who have not complied with the ternis of the letters,
patent, under which the said lands are held."

I do, therefore, by and with the advice of Her Majesty's Executive Council, issue this
mv proclamation, for the purpose of making it publicly known, that I have directed the
Commissioners of Crown lands to furnish me with a report of all tracts of land heretofore
«ranted and now liable to forfeiture, whether belonging to residents or absentees, and that
i shall cause the necessary legal proceedings to be instituted, at the expiration of eighteen
months from the date hereof, for escheating all such tracts of land as shall not be, at that
period, improved to the extent required by the ternis on which the Crown parted with its
right thereto, in order that the sane may be regranted to persons who wilI becomie bonos
fde settlers.

Given under my hand and seal at arms, at Halifax, this 15th day of April, in the.
year of our Lord 1841, and in the fourth year of Her Majesty's reign.

By his Excellency's Command,

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN. Rupert D. George.

In the House of Assembly, Saturday, 10 April 1841.

RESOLVED, Thata further conference be desired witl thé Legislative Council, on the general
state of the colony, and that at the said con ference the committee of this louse be instructed
to communicate. that the House of Assembly suggest that the following Address be pre-
sented to Her Majesty, as the joint Address of botli Houses:

To The QUEEN's most Excellent Majesty.
Most gracious Sovereign,

We, Your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the and House ofAssembly of Prince Edward lsland, in Colonial Parliament assembled, beg leave to approach
Your M ajesty*s throne and person, and most humbly to represent,-

That the lands of this colony were orin-inally granted in lare tracts of 20,000 acres each
to private individuals, the greater part ofiwhich is still claimed by the descendants or assigneesof such grantees, the majority of the inhabitants on sich lands holding as tenants or occu-
pants, and. not-in fee simple.

That if; by the purchase of these lands from the proprietary clainiants, they were again
re-invested i the Crown, for the purpose of being sold out in small tracts to ihe tenantry and
occupiers thereof, it -would be hailed by the.inhabitants of this island as the grcatest boonwhich Your Majesty could bestow upon them, and would, as Your petitioners conceive, be
productive of great and. permanent benefit to the colony.

506. C Your
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Your petitioners are, at the saine time, avare, that if the Imperial Government shall
determnine that the compensation for such clainis must be paid iinmediatelv, and not by
instalments, then this most desirable settlement cannot be attained vithout the advance, in
the first instance, of a much larger, sum of nioney than the Legislature of this colony can
at present command.

Tiat as, during the last cight years, repeated applications for a court of escheat have been
rejected by the colonial minister, Your petitioners humbly subrait that the mode above referred
to, namnely, of paying compensation for such cluims, is the ouly other one which to themn
appears practicable for removing this ground of long-continued dissatisfaction and misery;
and whether Your Majesty shall determine that the advances iecessary for such arrange-
nient shall be made fortlNith by the Inperial Government, or that the claimants shall wait
such certain liruited time as may appear niecessary to enable the colony itself, by instalments,
to pay off such claims, whichever of these modes Your Majestv xziy be graciously pleased to
determine, Your petitioners will willingly abide by Your decision ; and, though the Lezislative
Council do not admit that these claims are disputable, and the House of Assembly assert that
these claims are all forfeited, yet, to do away with the evils arising froma this dispute, both
bodies, united as Your petitioners, pledge thensefves to pass such legislative enactients as
will raise for the discharge of such claims to the land of this coloriy, and all arrears of rent
and obli±gationis for the saine, a price which is as high as the ctitivators of said land can
make g aod, and higher than the average price of land in the neighbouring colonies, and
nearly double the price of that paid by any of the British Anerican land companies, and
Iigher thai the average price of such lands in this island, when valued by juries, or when
exposed to public sale for non-paymuent of taxes, as appears from the report by the Earl
of' Durham.

May it therefore please Your Majesty, taking the premises into consideration, to give such
a decision as will free the tenants and occupiers of the lands froni the barassed condition in
which the niajority of them at present are, and the colony fromn the embarrassment conse-
quent therecin, and will enable the colony, by industry and persevering economy, in the
course of years, to arrive at the sanie condition as the neighbouring provnces.

And as in duty bound the and House of Assembly vill ever pray for Your
Majest'ys Royal Person.

Enclosure 2, in No. 3.

To his Excellency Sir Charles A. .Fitzroy, x. ii., Lieutenant-governor, &c. &c. &c.

May it please your Excellency,
WEV, the representatives of the people of Prince Edward Island- have in the course of

the present session passed various Resolutions on the general state of the colony in support
of the representations of the Ilouse of Assembly to Fier Majesty's Government last session,
and have also agreed to join the Legislative Couneil in an Address to the Queen on the sub-
ject of the purchase of the lands of this island by the Imperial Governnent, as amended by
the i-louse of Assenibly, copies of which are herewith subinitted, and humbly request that
your Excellency will be pleased to forward the saine to Her Majesty's Governament.

House of Assembly, 27 April 1841.

Encl. 3, in No. 3.

Wrn. Cooper, Speaker.

Enclosure 3, in No. 3.

Charlotte-town, Prince Edward Island,
Sir, 19 March 1841.

I DEimrN it my dutv to bring to your Excellencv's notice, now that the Legislature is in
session, the state of the supreme court in this island, in regard to the daily increasing
necessity which in my opinion exists, for the services. of a professional assistant judge of
that court.

Your Excellencv is aware that there are no inferior courts in the island, with the excep-
tion of a nagistrate's civil jurisdiction, to the extent of 5 1., and in very niior criminal cases,
and in trifling assaults and batteries, from all which an appeal generally lies, and is fre-
quently carried up to the supreme court. The tw'o assistant judges not being gentlemen of
the legal profession, the whole udmiinistration of justice in the island (with the above very
liiited exception) devolves upon myself individually and exclusively.

Those two gentlemen do, indeed, at all tinies, vhen called upon, evince the utmaost readi-
ness to lend their aid; and Mr. Justice Haviland, w'ho bas held that office prior to and
during the whole of my residence in the island, renders very valuable assistance; 'but that
gentleman's office of colonial secretary, and his other official avocations, requiring so much
of his tine and attention, and no salary being provided, I have abstained from ever requir-
ing bis services, except upon some slight occasions and duriDg two terms, in one of which,
from my extreme illness, he presided in the court, and in the.other, whilst I was still an
invalid, lie regularly attended (I have no doubt mnuch to his inconvenience), and assisted me

with



CORRESPONDLNCE: PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

iwith much ability. The members of the bar also show an unwillingness to try their causes
before judges whose attention has not been particularly directed to legal studies. In this
manner 1 have for upwards oftwelve years conducted the business of the supreme court. The
frequent and ahnost absurd appeals from my own decisions to myself sitting alone, is a
matter of consideration rather for those who choose to subject themaselves to such an
anomaly, than an objection on my part; but it is the increasing duties of the supreme
court that induces the urgent necessity for fwiher judicial assistance. During the time of
my presidig upon the bench in this island, its population bas nearly, if not quite,
doubled in numlers. For a great part of that time there were but three ternis of the
supreme court in the year; they have gradually increased to four ternis in the vear at
Charlotte-towni, besides four additional circuit courts in the two counties, and the I;usiness
of the courts bas naturally increased nearly fourfold; yet the judiciary remains in the sane
state as at the first civil establishment in the island, if we except a somewhat increased
jurisdiction in the magistrates. In al the neighbouring provinces tiere have been in each,
from the first (and long before they iumbered a population equal to that of this island), a
chief justice and three efficient puisne judges, besides inferior courts of judicature; this
island is the solitary exception to that system. I beg not to be understood by your Excel-
lency, as on the present occasion, complaining of the undue burthen from time to time thus
imposed upon myself, although I feel my constitution is beginning to sink under the weight.
L have ever scrupulously abstained from such complaints, endeavouring always to go through
my labours to the best of my strength and ability. My only object at present is, that the
administration of justice in this island may be made more effcient than it can possibly be
under the existing systm. I am still unwilling, for the reasons before stated, to cal upon
the assistant judges to take their turn of duty, as is done in all other colonies; but I fear that
either this measure, or an increasing deficiency in the administration of justice, must be the
alternative, and more particularly as I understand the Legislature have it now in contempla-
tion to increase the duration of the present ternis; thus imposing a yet additional duty, the
whole amount of which no one individual could 'by any possibility satisfactorily and
efficiently discharge.

I have thus brought to your Excellency's notice some of the reasons why, in my opinion,
the lime has arrived when the state of the colony renders absolutely necessary the appoint-
ment of at least one assistant judge of the suprenie court, being a gentleman of the legal
profession.

I have shown your Excellency, that with a triflini exception the wliole administration of
justice in the island devolves upon the chief justice alone'; that I have presided in tlie
suprerne court upwards of twelve years, during which time the population bas nearly
doubled, bringing with it a vast increase of legal business ; that the ternis of the supreme
court, froni three in number, have increased to eight in the year, and are, some of them,
about to be lengthened in duration; that the systern in this island, as compared vith that
in all other colonies, falls far short of the means of obtaining a full and complete adminis-
tration of justice. 1 might go on and show to your Excellency, that for want of inferior
jurisdiction, so nuch- of the time of the suprene court is necessarily devoted to trifling
matters as to render it inossible to complete all the business in progress; that xnany law
points of great moment and of the greatest intricacy are brouglit and urged before the
supreme court, in the investigation and decision upon which nuch time would be saved, and
business would in general be greatly expedited, if there were another legal mind with whcm
the chief justice could consult, for want of which I have found it necessary, on several
occasions, under great disadvantage, to consult with the chief justice of a neighbouring
province; and many other cogent reasons might be offered which are obvious to thosec
versed in legal pursuits. But I trust I have stated sufficient to convince your Excellency
that an urgent ntecessity exists, and will continue daily more and more to increase, for the
services of an assistant judge of the supreme court, bred to the study of the law, and to
which I cannot for a moment think the Legislature, having the good of the country at
heart, would hesitate to give a due and ready attention.

I have, &c.

To his Excellency Sir Charles A. Fitzroy,
Lieutenant-governor, &c. &c. &c.

'(signed)

PRNCE EDWARD
.ISLAND.

-E. J. Jarvis.

.Enclosure 4, in No. 3.
THE Lieutenait-governor transmits to the House of Assembly a copy of a letter fi-om

the chief justice, representing the necessity which exists for the appointaent of a profes-
sional assistant-judge of the supreme court, and the Lieutenant-governor hopes that the
reasons assigned by the chief justice for such an addition to the judiciary of the colony
will receive that mature consideration from the Bouse which the importance of the question
entitles. then to.

Government House, 25 MLarch 1841.
(signed) C .A. Fitroy, Lieut.-governor.

]Enclosure

Enc. 4, in No. 3.
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Enclosure 5, in No. 3.
LEoIsLATIVIE COUNCU. CHAI1BER, Thursday, 29 April 1841.

SERAF.is the House of Assembly, in the session of 1840, passed certain Resolutions,
reflecting 1pon the proceedings of the Legislative Council, particularly in the :d and 3d
of the sai Resolutions, vhich are as follow:--

2. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this conimittee, that on many occasions in past
times, and more especially for the last eight ycars, the majoritv of the House of Assembly,
on different occasions, have represented the injustice done to the agriculturists by tie
grantees of townships, and that in everv instance, except in 183, thieir representations
have been opposed by a niajority of the Council.

3. Resolved, That the change vhiich in 1839 was made in the construction of the
Legislative Council has been productive of additional evil; and tlat, as no prosperity nor
peace can be expected in this island till an amelioration on the tenure of land be effected,
and no House of Assembly, clected by the unbiassed suffrages of the people, can refrain
from endeavouring to effect that iost important object; so, whoevcrlooks to the individuals
conposing the Council inust sce that, on this important subject, the majority of themi have
an interest contrary to and subversive of the gencral interests of the inhabitants of the
colony, by their being proprictors, land aents., connexions of such land agents, or persons,
in the opinion of this comnmittee, warmly biassed in favour of the proprietors, ard that the
House of Assembly cannot, in consequence thereof, have any confidence in the Legislative
Council, so long as it shall remain so constructed.

And whereas the Legislative Council, in reply to the said Resolutions of the Assembly,
stated,-

" That it vas a matter of notoriety, gathered fromn the public prints and other sources,
that the said mîajority of the louse of Assembly had attained their present position in that
House by deluding the tenantrv of this colony into a belief that, if elected as their repre-
sentatives, they would relieve tieni froni the payment of rents, and obtain for them grants
from the Crown, confirming themn in their several possessions; and that this systeni of
delusion had been prnctised by the leaders of the said majority for several years past,
whereby the tenantry had becn encouraged to vithhold the payment of their rents, until, in
numerous instances, they had incurred arrears wbich their utmost exertions never could
enable theni to discharge; and that the leaders of the said imajority, finding that they
could not carry out their delusive promises, attempted to relieve themselves from the just
odjuni of their constituents, bv representing the Legislative Council and the Executive
Government as inimical to the interests of the people, an imputation no less unjust than
untrue, the sympathies of both the .egislative Council and the Executive Governinent
having been invariablv evinced in favour or the true interests of the people of this colony,
at the saine time that they had endeavoured to awaken the tenautry to the ruin viich
vould inevitably follov their fatal delusion:

And whereas the House of Assembly, in another series of Resolutions, passed on the 22d
and 23d instant, declared, that the said Resolution of the Legislative Conci1 " is in all its
bearings highly insulting:"

Resolved, That the Legislative Council disclaim all intention of acting discourteously iln
any manner towards the 'House of Assembly by the said Resolution, otherwise than by a
-desire to defend themselves from the unjust and unfounded charges made against them by
the louse of Assemblv.

Resolved, That the House of Assembly, in the said series of their Resolutions, have
entirelv failed to impugn the correctness of the facts stated in the said Resolution of the
Council, by attempting~to shift from themnselves to a former House of Assembly the odiumn
of encouraging the tenantry of this colony to withhold the payment of their rents, for that,
in no proceedins of any former House of Assenibly, can the slightest encouragement be
found to induce the tenantry to believe that they could, by any measure, relieve thera from,
the payment of their rents, but that the whole odiun and responsibility of such encourage-
ment are solely chargeable upon the leaders of the majority of the present House öf
Assenbly, and that the Address to the King, which is contaned in the Journals of the
Assembly of 1S-9, to which the present majority of the House of Assemably refer, to bear
themi out in such attempt, Iad no tendency to induce the tenantry to withhold the payment
of their rents, the simple object of that Address having been nerely to relieve the tenantry
from the payment of a large arrear of quit-rent due to the Crown, and at that time
threatened to be enforced.

Resolved, That the imputation contained in the 11th of the said series of Resolutions
passed by the House of Assembly, charging the Legislative Council to be " operated dn bv
self-interest," to the prejudice of the intcrests of the agriculturists of this colony, is grossly
untrue, inasnuch as the Legislutive Council have on all occasions earnestly advocatea those
neasures which tended to the true interests of the people, and have only rejected those
vild and unconstitutional measures wbich attacked the sacred rights of property, or invaded

the prerogative of the Crown; whilst, on the other band, the Legislative Council have
originated nany Bills, particularly during the present session, most useful to the coin-
munitv, which have been rejected by the louse of Assembly; viz. " A Bill relating to the
Limitation of Personal Actions," rendering the law similar ta that prevailing in England,
and in the neighbouring colonies; "A Bill to regulate and declare the Qualifications of
Jurors," which by the existing laws are totally undefined ; " A Bill to compel Constables to
serve," the necessity-of which vas suggested in a presentment of a grand jury of King's

County,
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County, and recommended to both Bouses by message from the Lieutenant-governor; pNCE EDWARD
"A Bill to amend the Act passed in the seventh year of the reigu of his late Majesty King ISLAND.

William the Fourth, intituled, 'An Act to amend the Law reating to the Admission of
Barristers, Attornies and Solicitors, and to regulate the Admission of Advocates and Proctors
in the Court of Vice-Admhiralty and Court of Probate in this Island,"' the object of which.
Billwas to promote the respectability of the bar, in unison with the Acts and Regulations on
that subject in the neighbouring colonies; "A Bill against Forestallers and Regraters,"
similar to the laws prevailing in all populous places for the prevention of such abuses, and
which is much called for, in consequence of complaints made by the inhabitants of the
capital of this colony; " A Bill to establish Crininal Sessions in Queen's County," a mea-
sure reconmended by the chief justice, which was intended for and would have relieved the
Supreme Court of Queen's County from the trial of petty offences, the delay consequent
upon which is productive of the greatest injustice and inconvenience to all civil suitors in
that court, whose causes are deferred fron termi to term, to afford time for the trial of those
offences.

And in further proof of the desire of the Legislative Council to meet the views of the
House of Assembly. the Council, in giving their reasons for rejecting the Bill passed by the
House of Assembly, on the subject of the purchase of the lands, in the session of 1840,
expressed their readiness to join the House of Assembly in an Address to the Throne, pray-
ing Her Majesty to takc the measure contemplated by the Bill into ber favourable considera-
tion, and to grant the means for effecting the purehase of the said lands, provided the
proprietors should be found willing to dispose of the sane; and when in this present
session the House of Assembly sent up to the Council a similar Bill, the Council, upon
again rejecting it, prepared an Address to the Throne, praying Her Majesty to order a nego-
tiation to be entered into vith the proprietors, to ascertain the prices at which they would
respectively agree to dispose of the whole of their lands in this island, together with the
arrears of rent now due thereon, with a view to their being re-invested in the Crown, for
the purpose of being re-granted in snall tracts to the tenantry and settlers thereon; and in
the event of the proprietors being willing to accept a reasonable price for the same, that
Her Majesty would be graciously pleased to order that the funds necessary for making such
purchase should be in the first instance advanced from the Imperial Revenue, and sent the
sane down to the House of Assembly, with a. request that the Assembly would join them in
the said Address; but to the great surprise and disappointment of the Council, the House
of Assernbly refused their concurrence thereto, because it did not go to the extreme and
unconstitutional length of praying that a particular price should be fixed for the lands, and
the proprietors thereof arbitrarily compelled to receive it, altbough they must have been
well aware that such an extravagant request could not receive the sanction of the Imperial
Government, thereby evincing the insincerity of their professions, and showing, in the
plainest ianner, a manifest disposition to keep up a system of agitation, for the sole purpose
of retaining their own popuiarity, at the expense of the deluded tenantry.

Resolved, That the construction of the Legislative Council differs materially from that of
the year 1834, alluded to in the 12th of the said series of Resolutions passed by the House
of Assembly, inasmuch as it is asserted, in te Address of the Assembly of the year 1834
to the King (miscalled a Resolution), that, out of the nine members composing the Council,
six of them held situations of emolument at the pleasure of the Crown; whilst of the present
Legislative Council, composed of twelve menbers, three only hold offices under the Crown,
and but two of which are offices of emolument; and there are only two proprietors, and two
-agents of proprietors, in the Legislative Council, one of the latter liaving been appointed
subsequent to the session of 1S40.

Resolved, That the complaint against the Legislative Council, for the rejection of the
Bill, intituled, "An Act to provide Right of Access to one Public Road to Individuals
occupying Land from which there is no such Access," is wholly unfounded, the pro-isions
of that Bill being based on the most absurd and inequitable principles, inasmuch as it went
to compel, not only the proprietors, but also the hieirs and assigns of proprietors, who at a
remote period had disposed of wilderness lands in the rear of farms now under cultivation,
at merely nominal prices, to bear the expense of making roads to communicate with such
wildeness lands, and which expense, in numerous cases, would far exceed the original sum
paid for the land itself.

Resolved, That although the majority of the House of Assembly have thouglt fit, in
their Resolutions passed this session, by absurd deductions of what they term "connexion,"
said by thema to exist between some of the members of the Legislative Couicil individually
named, and by charges of "' ignorance" against others, also individually naned, as to the
-true " history of this colony, and of the toil, labour's, hardships and privations of its inha-
·bitants," to draw inferences from such supposed " connexion " and "ignorance," false in
themselves, and personally offensive to those menbers of the Council, thus affording a
-sufficient excuse to the Council, if so inclined, for adopting a similar course; yet the
Council do not deem those charges vorthy of any very grave refutation, because it is noto-
-rious that by far the greater najority of the members of the Assenbly are ignorant and
-illiterate men, having but a trifling stake in the country, and possessed of no influence
-whatever in society, beyond that based on their advocacy of the question of escheat, by

vhich alone they have been enabled to attain their present position as representatives, and
on the keeping alive of vhich question their continuance as representatives depends.; while
the fact of the greater portion of them being tenants, and, in nany instances, largely in
arrear of rent, clearly shows that they are interested, not only in keeping up the excite-
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PUNCE EDWARD ment, on which their ephemeral influence depends, but that they have a direct personal
ISLAND. interest in the success of any attack on the property of their landlords, and vho are there-

fore in no way scrupulous in creating charges against, and imputing unworthy motives to,
the Council, who have endeavoured to control and check their extravagant and unconstitu-
tional proceedings.

And whereas the louse of Assembly, in the third of certain other Resolutions passed on
the 27th instant, state that the Council have rcpeatedly rejected several Bills passed by the
House of Assemably, among others, one for relieving Tenants from bearing the entire burthen
of Land Assessment; and the Bill for the relief of the American Loyalists and Disbanded
Soldiers ; and have by their amendments to the Fishery Reserves Bill, for this and the two
previous sessions, gone contrary to the cvident meaning of Lord Glenelg's despatch: And
whereas the first-mentioned Bill was sent up from the Assembly but once, and that in the
session of 1840 ; and the provisions of the said Bill went to make void the covenants con-
tained in the leases in this colony, which are generally of long duration, by releasing the
tenant from the payrnent of the present and all future land assessment, which, as the land
becomes more valuable, might be assessed at a sum far exceeding the rent reserved by the
Landlord; and the Bill for the relief of the American Loyalists and Disbanded Soldiers vas
rejected by this House in the session of 1840, in consequence of a despatch fron the
Secretarv of State for the Colonies, laid before this House by his Excellency the Lieutenant-
governor, and again in the present session on the same gr ounds, and the course adopted by
this louse in tiis respect was further approved by another despatch from the Secretary of
State for the Colonies, laid before this House by his Excellency the Lieutenant-;overnor, a
few days subsequently to the rejection of the said Bill in this session; and the Bill for the
regulation of the Fishery Reserves of this island, in the sessions of 1839, 1840, and this
present session, was amended in this House, and witl said amendments sent down to the
House of Assembly for their concurrence, but which amendments were in each session by
them disagreed to, and the Bill itself thrown out, without previously desiring a conference
with this House, to signify their disagreement to such aiendients, contrary to parliamentary
practice, the regular course beingunder such circumstances, to have desired a conference with
tius House, and therein to havjstated that they had disagreed to the said amendments, and
then to have returned the Bill to the committee of this House, in order to afford this House an
opportunity of considering whether they vould adhere to their amendments, or whethier
they would agrec to the Bill in its original form, as sent up by the House of Assembly:
Therefore, resolved, that in the rejection of the two first-mentioned Bills, this House exer-
cised a proper and sound discretion; and vith regard to the Fishery Reserves Bill, this
Bouse wvas precluded froni exercising any discretion whatever by the unparliamentary pro-
ceeding adopted by the House of Assembly; and as to that part of the Resolution which
expresses a doubt %vhether the Legislative Council would concur " in any Address making
any close approach to any real redress of grievances:"

Resolved, That the Resolution itself clearly shows how impossible it would be to concur in
an Address franed in accordance with such Resolution, implying as it does, that the Address
and representations of the House of Assembly are exaggerated,-a cou-se of proceeding to
which this House can never be parties, it being in their opinion highly derogatory to any
legislative body to misstate or exaggerate facts, in making representations to the Imuperial
Government, îvhichî should contain nothing but absolute truth.

Enclosure 6, in No. 3.

In the House of Assembly, Saturday, April 24,1841.

Encl. 6, in No. 3. To the Right 1-onourable and Honoturable the Knights, Citizens and Burgesses of Great
Britain and lreland, in Parliament assembled.

The PETITIoN ofthe House of Assemably of Prince Edward Island.

Most respectfully sheweth,
T ur hast year a Petition fron the louse of Assembly was presented to your Honourable

Body, and it was understood, from the reports of the proceedings in Parliament, that the
colonial minister had expressed himself determined, in one way or other, to redress the
grievances complained of.

That the Lieutenant-governor of this colony has laid before your Petitioners a despatch,
received from the colonial minister, stating, that I although this question originates in motives
of private interest, shared equally by '1andlords and tenants, it assumes, in effect, the
character of a public question, and as such nmust be treated. It is H er Majesty's earnest
desire to remove every just cause of comnplaint in all parts of lier dominions; Her Majesty
has been, accordingly, pleased to desire me to enter into communication vith the resident
proprietors in this country, with a view to learn whether, by any further proposition on their
part, means may be found to determine a question which bas for so long a period agitated
the colonv."

Your Petitioners crave leave to state, that from the oppressive policy long practised by
those who style themselves proprietors (but who are, in reality, only the holders of claims

to
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to the townships of this island, which claims were long since liable to forfeiture), your Peti- RNCE EWARD
tioners have no reason to expect that those individuals wiill voluntarily accept such amount ISL&D.
of compensation for these claims as would be in proportion to the value of the land, or in the
power of the colony to, make good.

The House of Assembly beg to state, that the history of the management pursued, in
regard to these claims, is to be found at length in the Journals of the ouse of Assembly
for 1833, 1834 and 1835,as well as in the Resolutions ofthe present House, and is concisely
stated in the report of the late Earl of Durham, and in the evidence thereunto appended-
particularly the letter of his Excellency th.e present Lieutenant-governor of this colony.

And as the measures proposed by this House, for the settlement of the colony, have been
rejected by the Legislative Council, and as, from the Resolutions passed this session by the
House of Assembly, as well as in the sessions of 1839 and 1S40, it will appear that there is
no prospect of their agreeing; and froni the whole facts of the case, it is evident that the
proprietary constitution of the colony, Uke that of Carolina, Peunsylvania, Maryland, and all
other proprietary colonies, cannot either operate beneficially, or amend any of the evils
resulting from such constitution-and much less, the principal evil, which is, the thraldom
of the cultivators-and therefore we most humbly crave your Honourable Body to amend
that principal evil, the source of so many others.

Your Petitioners beg again this time to state, that if tbe population of this island be put,
in respect of the tenure of land, on an equal footing with the other colonies, or on any footing,
so that they may live free from perpetual harassment, they believe the country will, for the
sake of such boon, effectually secured, at present forego any of the well-founded complaints
against the undue influence which the Legislative Council exercises, in regard to. all other
matters within the colony-though, while such are alleged to be grievous in so many other
colonies, they are more especially galling and insulting in this.

Your Petitioners, with the view of putting your Honourable Body in possession of the
matter, have caused to be printed certain documents, showing the principal facts of the case,
but if any part, which to those in this island muay seem fully proved, shall to yourHonourable
Body appear doubtful, we pray that you vill not, on account of such defectreject onur petition,
but will give opportunity to supply what may be judged wanting.

And as the representatives of the people of Prince Edward Island, we do most respectfully,
and yet with all earnestness, beseech and implore the Honourable the House of Commons so
to order the inatters submitted, that the people may cultivate the wilderness with a fair
prospect of retaining it; that the soil of this island-situated under the same rigorous climate
as that of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, and which during more than five months in the
year is covered with snow, and during that saine period is, by an icy barrier around the shores,
precluded from any possibility of lllage or of export or import-may no longer be so
managed as that those who bring into cultivation the wilderness shall be under perpetual
bondage to those who use a territory (unadvisedly granted to them, under conditions which
they have never fulfilled, and all liable to forfeiture,) solely for their own pecuniary and
political aggrandizenent.

And, as in duty bound, your Petitioners shall ever pray.

-No. 4.-
(Confidential.)

EXTRACT of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-governor Sir Charles A. Fitzrou to
Lord John Russell, Government House, Prince Edward Island, 5 May 1841.

My despatches of the 3d and 4th instant (Nos. 13 and 14), will have made Extraco 4.
your Lordship fully aware of the proceedings of the Legislature of this isiand spatch from
during the late session, and of the feeling which exists among the majority of .ieut..governor
the House of Assembly, relative to the land question. t Lord Joh tzroy

My confidential despatch of the 7th of May 1839, entered into a complete Rusen,
detail of the origin and progress of the disputes between the proprietors and 5 May 1s4.
tenants, and of the advantage that had been taken of the general ignorance of the
tenantry by certain designing members of the House of Assembly, to influence
their niinds against the proprietors, and to lead them away by delusive hopes,
that by persevering in a system of agitation and resistance to the payment of
rents, they would eventually obtain free grants of their farns ; I need not, there-
fore, trouble your Lordship now with any recapitulation on that subject.

But I feel that your Lordship has a right to require that I should express my
opinion without reserve upon the state of this question as it at present stands

506. c 4 (particularly
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PRINCE EDwARD
SL-ND.

(particularly as the House of Assembly have forwarded a Petition to Mr. Hume,
to be presented to the House of Commons), and that I should endeavour to sug-
gest some practicable means of putting a final stop to the excitement which has
so long prevailed, to the serious injury of the interests of all classes in this com-
munity. and of none more thanthe deluded. tenantry themselves.

Before, however, I give my opinion or'propose a renedy for this evil, I feel it
necessary to request your Lordship to bear in mind that there exists no parallel
or analogy between this colony and any other in British North America, and
therefore that the same rules applicable to the general government of those colo-
nies will not in al cases suit this. In the otber colonies the people have
complained of real or fancied political grievances, which have led to collisions
between the executive and the representatives of the people: here the people
have no political grievances, and make no complaint of the manner in which the
government is administered. The only point in dispute is the terms on which
they hold their lands, and the discontent is confined to the tenantry alone ; to
this body nine-tenths of the constituency belong. The franchise approaches
nearly to universal suffrage ; while the qualification of a member of the House of
Assenibly is the possession of either freehold or leasehold property to the amount
of only 501. currency-not more than 35L. sterling. I may add, that in the
other colonies-I allude to Nova Scotia and New Brunswick-the leaders of the
Assembly are men of education and property; and all the members, however
much they may be divided in opinion upon political subjects affecting the general
welfare of their respective colonies, are men who have considerable stakes in
then, and are of respectable callings; while here the majority of the Assembly
have been chosen from the lowest and most ignorant class, men without property
and without education.

There is another inducement, also, and a very powerful one, wh'ich leads persons.
of indifferent character and small means to endeavour to secure seats in the
Assembly, viz., the pay which they are in the habit of voting tbernselves at the
close of eaci session, and which is an object of very great consideration with by
far the larger portion of the present House of Assembly. I am not aware of any
power derived fron the constitution of the colony which authorizes the members
to vote themselves pay. There is no Act of the Legislature giving them this
power, and I believe it is entirely derived from precedent and custom, both of
comparatively recent date, as I find by the Journals of the Assembly that no pay
was voted from the year 1812 to the year 1825, since which period it is noto-
rious that the House of Assembly bas declined materially in respectability. As a,
proof that their pay is a paramount object with the majority of the present
House, I may mention the fact that every item in the Appropriation Bill sent up
from the Assembly to the Council in the recent session, and objected to by the
latter, (there were several, including one voting 1501L to Mr. Hume), was imme-
diately and without hesitation struck out by the Assembly, solely from the fear
that if they refused, the Council would throw out the Bill, and that without it
they would lose their pay.

At the present day it would be useless to inquire whether the proprietors or the-
tenants were originally most to blame, although there can be no doubt that, as
bas often occurred in cases of greater importance, the want of timely concessions
and redress of real grievances on one side bas led to extravagant and unreasonable-
demands on the other. My duty now is to point out such a course as may, I
trust, enable your Lordship to terminate the disputes which have up to this time-
niost unfortunately prevailed.

Your Lordship has given your opinion, that any attempt on the part of the
Crown to purchase the lands fron the proprietors is impracticable, and you have
decided that the terms proposed by Mr. G. R. Young, which were transmitted to
me in Lord Glenelg's despatch of the 16th of March 1838, should be the basis on
which Her Majesty's Government would recommend that the question at issue
between the proprietors and tenants should be arranged. Bearing in mind this
recommendation, I feel it my duty to state that, at length, the proprietors in.
general have complied with these terms. I trust, therefore, that the question may
now be set at rest, as far as the G overnment can effect that object.
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-No. 5.-
(No. 7.)

Cor of a DESPATCH from Lord Jokn Russell to lieutenant-governor
Sir C. A. itzroy.

Sir, Downing-street, 25 June 1841.
I HAvE to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, mar]ed I Confidential," of

-the 5th of last-May, in which you explain your views of the manner in which the
controversy between the proprietors and tenants in Prince Edward Island may
be terminated.

I have to acquaint you in answer, that Her Majesty's Government having
reviewed the whole progress of the discussion regarding the tenure of ]and, have
arrived at the following conclusions :-

First, That the original terms of settlement were impracticable, and that any
escheat at the present day, on the ground of the failure to fulfdl sucli conditions,
would be unjust.

Secondly, That Her Majesty's Government consider it right to state, that the
Crown bas not at its disposal any funds out of which the lands could be purchased
by the Crown, to be afterwards sold or granted to the tenants.

Thirdly, That the terms proposed by Mr. G. R. Young, or terms equivalent to
those, seern to have been acceded to by the great majority of proprietors.

Fourthly, That, under these circumstances, the best course which Her Majesty
can recommend is, that the Assembly and Council should tarn their attention to
the improvement of the resources, and the encouragement of the growing wealth,
of Prince Edward Island, and leave to the gradual operation of time the settle-
ment of a question, which offers no sound footing for direct legislation.

Lastly, I have to state, that Her Majesty is not disposed to blame any party
for the mode in which this discussion has been prosecuted ; but Ber Majesty's
anxiety for the welfare of the province makes Her desirous to see the terniination
of a fruitless and irritating contest.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. Russell.

PRICs EniWA"
IS9LAND.

No. 5.
Despatch from
Lord Jon Russel
to ieu..governor
sir C. A. Fitzroy,
25 June .1841.

(No. 5S.)
Corr of a DESPATCH from Lord John Russell to Lieutenant-governor

Sir C. A. Fitzroy.
Sir, Downing-street, 28 June 1841.

I HAvE to acknowledge the receipt of your two despatches, Nos. 13 and 14,
of the 3d and 4th of May, the former containing your report upon the proceed-
ings of the last Session of the Legislature of Prince Edward Island, and the latter
enclosing a series of Resolutions of the House of Assembly relating to the state of
the colony, together with the counter Resolutions of the Legislative Council, and
the copy of a P'etition from the House of Assembly to the House of Commons,
the original of which has been intrusted to Mr. Hume to present. •

I have to convey to -you the expression of my thanks for the copious explana-
tions with which you have furnished me in respect to the various subjects referred
to in the Resolutions of the House of Assembly, and in regard to the Petition to
the House of Commons. I do not, however, consider that it is incunbent on me
to advert to the .different topics comprised in these papers, having, on the prin-
cipal question relating to the lands sufficiently explained to you in. ny despatch,
No. 57, of the 25th instant, what.were the views of Her Majesty's Government;
I confine myself, therefore, on this occasion to the remark, that I have no further
proposition to.make, and that I regret to see such a fruitless prosecution by the
Assembly of measures on which the opinion of ler Majesty's Government has
been so frequently and decisively expressed.

I have, &c.

(signed) J. Russell.

No. 6.
Despateh fron
Lord Johni Russell
to Lieut.-overnor
Sir C. A. Fitzrov,
28 JUne 18S_. '
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-No. 7.-

(No. 16.)

Corn of a DESPATCH fromLieutenant-governor Sir C. A. Fitzroy to
Lord John. .Russell.

Government louse, Prince Edward Island,
4 May 1841.hy Lord,

sir C. . Fizroy I RAVE the honour to transmit an humble Address of the flouse of Assembly
to Lord John of this island to The Queen, complaining of the high price set on Crown lands,Rlussel],e
4 TNIY 1S41. and "praying Her Majesty to order me to use ry discretion as to the price and

disposal of Crown lands in this colony to actual settlers ;" together with- an
Address to nyself, requesting me to recommend the subject matter of it to Her
Majestvs Government.

I bave referred the Address to Her Majesty to the Surveyor-general, and I
take the liberty of enclosing a copy of that officer's report for your Lordship's

. information; it will bc seen from the Surveyor-general's letter that a similar
-o application was made by the flouse of Assembly in 1836, when Lord Glenelg

transrnitted those discretionary instructions -which have since governed the sales
of Crown lands in this colony: these lands, however, are now of very limited
extent and value, and in the event of any portion of them being required for
actual settlement, your Lordship will probably sanction their disposai at such
prices as I, in conjunction with the Surveyor-general, may deem reasonable.

I have, &c.

(signed) C. A. Fitzroy,
Lieut.-governor.

Enclosure 1, in No. 7.

To The QUEEN's nost Excellent Majesty.

Enel. . n No. 7. Most Gracious Sovercign,
WE, Your M\'ajesty's faithful Commons, the House of Assembly of Prince Edward Island,

hiumbly beg leave to renew the expressions of those sentiments of attachment and loyalty
which they have ever evinced towards Your Majesty's Person and Government, and most
humbly to represent,--

That in the year 1S31 Your Royal predecessor was pleased to order the small portion of
Crown lands left ungranted in this colony, to be disposed of ut public sale to the h ighest
bidder; that by neans of such sales, persons in the royalty of Prince-town, whose mis-
fortunes, years ago, had compelled themi to clear the forest for a subsistence, were, by the
order of 1831, obliged to purchase lots which they had thus cleared, or comipete at public
auction for the very-land vhich their labour had made much more valuable, thus compelling
such persons to pay additional suns for their own labour and the improvement of the colony;
that the Crowi lands in the towns and royalties (now that the greater number of the best
lots are sold) are set up at high prices, which, however willing the Government of the colony
are to abate, yet it does not appear that they are empowered cither to grant any portion of
land improved by the colonists prior to the uforesaid order of 1831, at a fixed rate, as they
shall judge proper, or to enforce conditions of improvement on parties purchasing at the
Government sales, which vould work advautageously for the colony.

That an extlaordinary high price is set on the portions of Crown lands in the several
townships of this colony, without any just cause, as must bc evident from the fact, that
Crown lands of equal fcrtility, and in the vicinity of better niarkets for the sale of agri-
cultural produce in the adjacent counties of Picton, Colchester and Cumberland, in Nova
Scotia, are sold at from 2s. to es. per acre, whilst 20s. per acre is demanded for Crown lands
in this island.

May it therefore pleuse Your Majesty to take these subjecis into Your gracious considera-
tion, and to order his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor to use his discretion, as to the
price and disposal of the Crown lands of this colony to actual settlers.

House of Assenibly, 8 April 1841. W" Cooper, Speaker.

Enclosure
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Enclosure 2, in No. 7.
To bis Excellency Sir Charles Augustus Fzi:roy, r.., Lieutenant-governor and Com-

mander-in-Chief in and over Her Majesty's Island of Prince Edward, &c. &c. &c.

Ma it please your Excellency,
- Tan Louse of Assembly having had under consideration a Petition of divers inhabitants
of Prince-town- royalty, on the subject matter of the disposal of the Crown lands in this
island, and having adopted an Address to Her Majesty on the subject, the House beg your
Excellency to be pleased to forward the sane to be laid at the foot of the Throne: at the
same time that the Bouse of Assemblv b to renew those expressions of regard and esteem
to which your Excellency is sojustly en d, it humbly requests your Excellency's personai
approval and recommendation of the subject matter of the Address to Her Majesty.

House of Assembly, 10 April 1841. W" Cooper, Speaker.

PR1?CE EDWR"
*SiZD.M

EncL e, in No. 7.

Enclosure 3, in No. 7.
Sir, Surveyor-general's Oflice, 1 May 1841.

I a&vz the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication, calling on me for a
report on a Memorial from the louse of Assembly to Her Majesty, complaining of the high
prices at which Crown lands are set up for sale, and " praying that bis Excellency the
Lieutenant-governor may be ordered to use his discretion as to the price and disposal of the
Crown lauds of this colony to actual settlers."

I cannot avoid expressing My surprise that the House of Assembly should have decided
to address lier Majesty on this occasion, as, by reference to their own Journals. of 1837, it
will be seenby a despatch from Lord Glenelg, bearing date the 7th April 1836, in answer to
a Memorial of the House of Assembly on the sane subject, that the prayer of their present
Address bas already been conceded, and in consequence an abatement was made onan
average of 10 per cent. on the prices at that time established.

The upset prices of pasture lots in the royalty of Prince-town, more particalarly complained
of by the House of Assembly, come, I consider, within the meaning of lands referred to in
Lord Goderich's despatch of the 2sth Januarv 1833, w'herein bis Lordship directs that
" when lands are situated in towns or in positions convenient for wharfage, or with peculiar
advantages as to existing markets, the upset price at any sale of theu must of course be
higher than the ordinary upset price."

'1 beg to state, as a proof that the Crown lands are not over-valued, that at all the sales
thereof, except the last, the whole of the lands advertised were disposed of, and most of thema
at a considerable advance upon the upset prices. The last public sale of Crown lands took
p lace at Prince-towM, -when thirteen lots of eight acres each were advertised; nine of these
lots were sold at the upset price; for the remaiming four no offer was made; a subsequent
offer has been made for these lots, but at a less prce, and I do not feel myself justified in
advising the Lieutenant-governor to reduce the present upset price, as I ami of opinion that
these lots are of equal value with those sold, and when it is considered that the purchaser
receives the grant frce of any charge of office-fees and the usual conditions of quit-rent, the
upset price of 2îs. sterling per acre cannot be considered extravagant.

No application bas lately been made for township lands, and as the small portion remaining
in the Crown is of inferior value, I shall advise the Lieutenant-governor to reduce the upset
price, should any application be made for it.

With respect to the hardship complained of by the louse of Assembly, of settlers having to
compete at public auction for the lands they have cleared, this can only occur in cases where
the settler las taken possession of Crown lands without authority.

I have, &c.

The Hon. T. H. Haviland,
Colonial Secretary,

&c. &c. &c.

Encl. 3, in No. 7.

(signed) Geo. Wriglht,
Surveyor-general.

-No. 8.-
(No. 62.)

Corr of a DESPATCH from Lord John Russell to Lieutenant-governor
Sir C. A. Fitzroy. .

Sir, Downing-street,-26 July 1841.,
I HAVE received your despatcb, No. 16, of the 4tlh May last, enclosinc, with

other documents, an Address to The Queen from the House of Assembly of Prince
Edward Island,. complaining of the high. price set on Crown, land, and praying
that you may be ordered." to use your. discretion as' to the price and disposal of
Crown land in the colony to actual settlers."

506. D 2 You
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Despatch frnm
Lord John Russell
ta Lieutgnreraor
Sir C. A. Fitzroy,
26 July 1841.
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PRINCE EDD. You vwill have the goodness to inform the House, that I have haci the honour
to lav their Address before The Queen, who was pleased to receive it very gra-
ciously, and to command that it should be referred for the consideration of the
Commissioners for Colonial Lands and Emigration: those Commissioners have
since made their Report on the subject, and I have now to communicate to you,
for the information of the House of Assembly, the conclusions which Her Majesty
bas been pleased to adopt and sanction.

The Commxissioners are of opinion that there is no sufficient reason for inter-
fering vitli the discretionary power of regulating the price of Crown land already
vested in the Governor, and that you have acted judiciously in not reducing the
price so long as sales continue to be effected. Fully concurring in the cautioa
conveyed in the despatch of Lord Glenelg, of the 7th April 1836, the Commis-
sioners express a hope that you may not, for the present, consider it desirable to
lower the established prices of any description of land, notwithstanding the appear-
ance of indisposition on the part of the inhabitants to purchase the wasteland, or to
pay the price demanded for it. Adverting to the very limited extent of the
Crown land, and especially to the growing desire of British capitalîsts to.invest
their moncy in the purchase of colonial lands, the Commissioners think that in a
colony so advantageously situated as Prince Edward Island, prices, proved by
experience to be not unreasonable, cannot fail to be ultimately realized.

With regard to the terms on which unauthorized occupiers of Crown land
should be allowed to acquire titles to their farms, the Commissioners conceive
that, as in other colonies, this class of persons should, in Prince Edward Island,
have a riglt, in preference to all other persons, of purchasing the lands occupied
by them, and should be required to pay no more for them than what would other-
vise have been the minimum price at which they would have been offered to pub-

lic competition. This rule would offer no undue encouragement to a class ofmen
vho are serviceable in advancing the settlement of a colony, while it would

secure to them the enjoyment of the fruits of their industry and investment of
capital.

Adopting the prcceding conclusions of the Commissioners, Her Majesty is
pleased to direct that they be made known to the House of Assembly, as coi-
prising the answer which Her Majesty thinks it right to return to their Address.

I an, &c.

(signed) J. Russell.

No. 9.
Extract Despatch
from Lieutenant-
governor
Sir H. V. Huntley
to Lord Stanley,
22 NI-ay 1842.

1st Re5olution.

-No. 9.-
(NO. as-)

EXTRA CT of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-governor Sir Henry Vere Huntley
to Lord Stanley, dated Government House, Prince Edward Island, 22 May
1842.

HAvisG xiov received from the Speaker the Resolutions agreed to by the House
of Assembly just previously to the prorogation upon the 1lth of April, I have the
honour to transmit themi, with any remarks thereon, proposing to examine them in
succession.

The first Resolution states, that the Assembly can see no reason to depart from
any of the Resolutions passed in the House of Assembly between the year 1839 and
the present period. On referring to the Resolutions and other papers upon the
" state of the colony," emanating from the Assembly during that time, your Lord-
ship will find that the tenantry have been represented as suffering under the
greatest distress, utterly unable to meet the rent demands of the landlords, and
the prosperity of the colony altogether obstructed in its advance, in cousequence'
of the manner in vhich the land is held by the proprietors. In opposition to these
statements, I beg leave to call your Lordship's notice to my despatch of the 27th of
April, and also to the Address to Her Majesty by which it was attended. This
Address prays that Her Majesty will be pleased to make an additional grant of
.500 i. towards the building of a lunatic asylum, expressly because, since the
original grant in 1840, land in the vicinity of Charlotte-town had nearly doubled

its
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its value. Here is an admission of a wonderful advance in the ability of the inha- P12aMREDWAE>
bitants to purchase; and, therefore, as, according to the Address, this increase i
value has been effected in two years, an extraordinary prosperity, instead of dis-
tress, may be unquestionably inferred ; for it is not to be supposed that the value
of land has nearly doubled itself only in the vicinity of Charlotte-town, and
remained stationary elsewhere in the colony. But the House of Assembly might
more forcibly have shown the advance in the price of land; and I am happy to
have it in my power to corroborate their statement on this point, by informing
your Lordship that since my arrival a lot of 12 acres, which not more than 16
months ago was purchased for 114 ., bas been this year sold for 480 L, the whole
having been bought by men engaged in the comrnon labour of the town; also a
farm of 180 acres, about five miles distant, has been bought for 1,0001. by the
tenant who had previously farmed it during seven years, he having been nothing
more originally than a labouring farmer, and bis means arising entirely from bis
own industry and prudence. In both these instances the teris of the purchase
have been completed according to the agreement, which obliged the chief part of
the purchase-money to be paid at once.

These, my Lord, are not solitary cases -painfully collected to answer a purpose,
but illustrations of customary occurrences in this vicinity, to which those of a more
distant locality bear a fair comparison. By this it appears, then, that the poorer
classes, whether labourers or tenantry, have, by the adoption of industrious and
prudent habits, been able to acquire sufficient sums of money to enable them to
make considerable purchases of land; and this ability, arising either from the
employment of the one or purchase of the produce of the other by the richer orders,
argues prosperity. But the House of Assembly, although stating the alteratioh in
the value of land, cannot see cause to alter their view of the state of the colony
taken in 1839, and subsequently.

In the second resolution, the House states the despatch of the Right honourable 2d Resolution.
Lord John Russell, dated the 25th of June 1841, to be in direct contradiction to
several prior despatches and expressed opinions; and the House begins by declaring
that his Lordship's conclusion as to the impracticability of the original conditions
of the grants is in opposition to the statements of the louse of Assembly of 1797:
-which I apprehend it may be, without lessening the value of bis Lordship's conclu-
sion. This conclusion is also stated to be opposed to the admission contained in
the despatch of Lord Hobart, replying to these staternents of 1797. Referring to
the said despatch, dated the 6th of August 1802, your Lordship will not find the
conclusion of Lord John Russell to stand in opposition to any word of it. The
despatch of Lord Hobart describes the course to be adopted with regard to quit-
rents, and recommends a Bill upon the subject; and, with regard to the escheat
question, directs the practice of other neighbouring colonies to be followed; but
in no instance does Lord Hobart even allude to the impracticability of the original
conditions, and therefore does not advert to the inequity of escheating, because
they were not fulfilled. The conclusion of Lord John Russell is also said to be
opposed to the Act of the Legislature of 1803. This Act, 2 Will. 4, c. 19, went
to the extent of establishing a Court of Escheat, and was not, as recommended by
Lord Hobart, a mere adoption of another system, indicating and embracing the
question of escheat.

With regard to this despatch of Lord Hobart, it appears certainly correct that
there ivas a desire to adopt the practice of the neighbouring colonies upon this
subject, and it contains directions to report from time to time any steps that may
have been taken with reference to lands upon which the conditions of the grant had
not been fulfilled ; but it does not any where appear that Lord Hobart had been
made aware of the impossibility of the grantees complying with the terms of the
grant; and I beg to submit that it bas never been shown that the grantees of the
neighbouring colonies ever remonstrated against an escheat of their grants, and
that therefore it is fair to conclude that they could have complied with the condi-
tions, but had not done so. This forms a striking difference between the conduct
of the grantee of this colony and the grantee of those in the neighbourhood.

When the escheat fell upon the townships 15 and 55, the Crown exercised its
prerogative ; but I apprehend the Crown has a full right to decline exercising its
prerogative at pleasure, and more especially so when, from more minute exami-
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3d Resolution.
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nation of the question. it had appeared that the act of escheat woulcl be an inequi-
table act, because the conditions laid upon the grantee were impracticable; for,
although the Governrment of that day certainly intended to give the lanls as they
wcre given, yet it could never have been intended that the grantee should have
been harassed by ternis which could not be executed, and therefore to escheat
upon such terns would be unjust.

Admitting that ten years were given by the despatch of Lord'Bathurst, con-
veying thercbv power to the grantees to settle their lands with a class of persons
different fron those required by the original grants; and that at the expiration
of those ten vears in 1827. it was still found that the lands had not been settled
as required, still, my Lord, I think forbearance was due to the grantee, for the
island at that tine was chiefly known from the failure of every attemptto settle it;
and emigrants, with the attractions of the Cape of Good Hope and Australia
before their view, were very unwilling to accept the severe climate of North
Anierica : the time vas too short to remove the injury inflicted upon the reputa-
tion of this island by the previous failure of every endeavour to settle it.

It is not necessary to occupy your Lordship's time by going through the
remainder of the documents to which the despatch of Lord John Russell is said
to be opposed, but it is proper again to observe, that in no instance does the
pussage of that despatch, as cited by the House of Assembly, offer coutradiction
to then; in no document alluded to is it stated that the terms were practicable,
and therefore that an escheat would be just; and this staternent must be shòwn
to exist before the charge against bis Lordship's conclusion cau be substantiated.

I would, however, before leaving the second Resolution, beg to call your Lord-
ship's attention to the reasoning of the House of Assembly wheu they state that
Lord John Russell's conclusion as to the injustice of escheating, where tle terns
vere found to be iipracticable, is in opposition to " Lord John Russell's own

opinion at one time,' as a proof of which thev quote fron another of his Lordship's
earlier despatches the following passage upon the question of escheat, which,
his Lordship says, " is a publie question, and as such must bc treated ;" it might
have occurred to the Ilouse that it had in the interval between these despatches
been treatcd as a " publie question," and that the " conclusion" of Lord John
Russell, contained in the despatel of the 25th June 1841, was the result of the
deliberation upon it, although the House of Assembly would seern to think either
that a subject once made a public question cannot terminate at all, or only when
the decision of the superior agrees with that of the inferior power.

The third Resolution begins by stating, " that the House of Assembly have not
desired an eseheat solely on the grounds of the failure to fulfil the original ternis
of settlement, but principally on account of the exorbitant rents demanded by
the proprietors," &c.; I submuit that the House, in giving this explanation of the
principal cause of their desire for an escheat, have shown also a desire to
establish a court, with powers altogether beyond those of a court of escheat; a
court of escheat could only recognize the departure from conditions as cause for
escheating; but the House desires that it should also make the exaction, or
oppression, of the proprietor towards the tenant a ground upon which au escheat
might be pronounced ; the House of Assembly desire a general escheat; now, by
their own reasoning. wherever "exorbitant rents" were not demanded, an
eschcat ought not to be desired by the House; but to carry out the meaning of
this Resolution, a total revision of the laws upon escheat would be necessary;
indeed it would be necessary to make new laws, and then act retrospectively upon
thern.

However, my Lord, the House have now a new obstacle to overcome, and one
whieh I feel convinced has made them change the ground upon which they have
heretofore appealed for an eslcat: formerly it was non-fulfilment of conditions;
now it is " principally" on account of exaction on the part of the proprietor;
their position upon non-fulfilment is no longer tenable, for, by the census, com-
pleted and printed in 1841, vith the exception of Township No. 10,. (the
property of David Stewart, esq., residing in England), every other township
throughout the island is settled according to the conditions of the grants : this
fact seems to set the question at rest.

The
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The fourth Resolution states, that the terms proposed by Mr. G. R. Young were
rejected by the House of Assembly, as any proposition would have been not going
to the full extent of escheat, however mucli it might have been recomended by
Her Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies.

In answer to the fifth Resolution, I beg to refer your Lordship to the informa-
tion conveyed in my observations upon the first Resolution, showing that tenantry,
and even labourers, have, by industry and prudence, been enabled to effect very
considerable purchases, a practice so little uncommon as to establish the
allegation of the existence of distress and oppression extremely exaggerated, and
not at all general. The back rents, under the liability to pay which the tenantry
have placed t'hemselves, is a heavy burden which the tenantry have acquired by
attending to the advice of those who induced them to believe that by refusing
payment of rent they were acting legally, and this advice was given by men as
mischievous as ever disturbed a country, but who were sufficiently artful to
induce amongst the population the belief that opposition to the laws was the
surest course to independent possession of the land now held by them as
tenantry.

It would bencedless to occupy your Lordship's time in reviewing the Resolutions
Nos. 6 and 7, the purport of both having been already so fully under discussion
with Her Majesty's Government, and there appearing nothing in them but the
reiteration af ald argument, unsupported by any thing fresh; I will only observe,
that I think the ensuing elections will prove how very little the ''despatches"
alluded to "are prejudicial to the colony," and how very little they " operate
upon the hopes and fears" of any persons in the manner described in the seventh
Resolution.

Upon the eighth Resolution I have to remark, that the prayer which it contains
for the appointment of commissioners froua Nova Scotia, or New Brunswick, is,
in my opinion, totally uncalled for; first, because the grounds for clairming an
escheat no longer exist; secondly, because the tenantry are now not only paying
their rents, but to a certain degree paying up back rents ; and thirdly, because
the discontent which prevailed has now subsided, the people being sensible of
the errors into which a few designing men had led them.

I have, my Lord, the assurances of several of the proprietary agents in corrobora-
tion of my statements, and I have a return before me, showing that where, in 1839,
(the hottest period of escheat agitation) only 2/. 14s. was paid upon rent account,
in 1841 there has been received from the same property 136 1. 16 s.; and in many
cases the back rents have been, at the request of the tenant, allowed to remain
unpaid, to enable the said tenant to erect some building, or otherwise improve
the property,-a course whiclh the agent felt would be more for the interest of bis
employer than the receipt of the rent, and consequent prevention of the improve-
nient proposed.

It is a prayer, also, conceived in injustice, the Crown having given the land
upon certain conditions, which, with one exception, have been fulfilled : how can
the Crown be now called upon to appoint commissioners to appraise the land, and,
deciding upon the value arbitrarily, fix a rent for land over which it bas no power,
after the terms of the original grant had been fulfilled? And as to the necessity of
securing, by the intervention of a commissioner, to the tenant the value of improve-
ments made by lis own exertions, I would beg to suggest a far more simple pro-
cess, namely, paying his vent with regularity ; for having a long lease ahvays,
often one of 999 years, so long as he pays bis rent, the law, which he has of late
been so mischievously advised to oppose, will secure to him all his improvements.
I must look upon this prayer for the appointment of commissioners as the mere
effort of a faction pledged to keep the question of escheat and settlement before
the population for the sole purpose of continuing dissension.

ln reply to the ninth Resolution, which observes, " While the law for re-vesting
forfeited lands in the Crown is suspended in this colony, and the law for the
recovery of rents for such lands is carried into operation, &c.," I have to observe,
that what the House of Assembly is pleased to call " the law," is nothing else
than the prerogative of the Crown, which the Crown may unquestionably. exer-
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RINCE EDwARD Cise or not, at its pleasure. The House of Assembly las no power or right to call
IsL2D- upon the Crown to exercise that prerogative against its will, and still less so against

a sense of justice.

24th Resolution. In the 14th Resolution it is stated, " That the land assessment imposed by an
Act passed in 1837, for 10 years, bas been of no service whatever to induce the
proprietors to settle the present tenantry and occupants, or to settle the wilder-

~ . ness lands ;" your Lordship, by referring to the statistical returns of 1833, anc
the same of 1841, will be infornied, that between those periods 222,000 acres
of land have been sold and occupied, and that the ýpopulation bas increased
nearly 15,000 in number; the Land Assessment Act has been in operation since
1837, and was passed with the view of forcing the proprietors to settle their
wild lands, which the House says it bas not succeeded in doing; then it is fair
to presume, that sone natural circumstances, highly favourable to the island,
and in spite of all the oppression and other evils described by the House as
overwhelning the colony, have effccted that which the artificial effort of the
Legislature could not. It is difficult to imagine why the Assessment Act should
have been declared inoperative by the House, without noticing the gratifying
fact, or assigning any reason in explanation of so extraordinarv an increase,
both in occupation of land and population, in a country whose prosperity, the
House says, is obstructed by injustice and oppression.

1stll Und 18th The 15th Resolution is of little import; and upon the subject of the 1 8th, I
Resolutions. have already had the honour to address your Lordship.

Gth Resolution. The 16th Resolution is worthy of some explanation, which wili tend to show
at once the peculiar disposition and incapacity of the House of Assembly of 1842,
in its majority; this Resolution was, in its origin, brought forward by Mr. Pal-
mer. member for Charlotte-town, as an amendment, to negative all the other
Resolutions, and in that shape terminated at the words "irredeemable burden ;
when it was itself amended by Mr. Clarke, member for Prince-town, who pro-
posed that the words " which public measures bave been supported by the
proprietors and their abettors," should be added after the word - burden ;" this
proposition was eagerly adopted by Mr. Clarke's supporters; and though its
folly vas pointed out by an opposition to it, yet Mr. Clarke not only carried his
proposai, but also by a subsequent vote advanced the amended amendment into
the list as a Resolution ; by which the House of Assembly declares that the pro-
prietors themselves actually support all "public measures tending to render
insecure the titles to landed estates ;" probably no legislative body ever before
discovered the possession of so mucli inaptitude as has been displayed by the
House of Assembly on this occasion.

Relsolution pro- Then follows another Resolution, introduced by Mr. Rae, ironical in its
posed by -Mr. Rae,
a°ri;d, but "' meaning, and only tending to show that passion was dictating a disgraceful

givan wçith the termination to a House of Assembly, the majoritv of which had encouraged every
nO.s, althougli view destructive to the rights of property, while at the saine time it exhibited a
Lpon tae Journals lamentable absence of disposition and capability to engage in useful legislation
of the flouse. until the very last session.

17th Rxesolutiun. This Resolution represents generally the view taken by the House of the
colony ; there appears to be little in it that bas not already been before Her Ma-
jesty's Government ; and I cannot but remark, that if there is any depression in
the condition of the colony, that might not have been contemplated as arising
from a cliniate which denies the power of engaging in the labour of fle soil during,
at least half each year, it is to be attributed solely to the too successful endea-
vours of designing men to eutice the population into the pursuit of results
springing from inequitable clenands, of which the saine population have been
made sensible, and are now, I think, seriously attempting by industry to extri--
cate thenselves from the difficulties' in which they have been involved by their
advisers.

It vould only be uselessly occupying your Lordship's time by descanting upon.
the two Addresses which I have the honour to transmit; the examination of the
Resolutions equally apply to the Addresses, which are indeed founded upon the.
Resolutions.

Enclosure
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Enclosure 1, in No. 9. raiucE zww.uaa
ISLAND-.

PIUMCE E»WAaD ISLAND.
In the House of Assembly, ilApril 1842.

RESOMrTioNs reported from the Committee of the whole House, on the State of the Encl. i, in No. 9.
Colony, and adopted by the Bouse.

1. REsoLVzD, Tliat it 'is the opinion of this committee, that they see no reason to
depart froi any of the Resolutions, as to the state of the colony, passed in the sessions of
1839, 1840, 1841, nor from any of the representations contained in the Addresses forwarded
to the Colonial Secretary and the House of Commons in those years.

2. Whereas Lord John Russell, Her Mjesty's Principal Secretary or State for the
Colonies, in a despatch to Sir Charles A. Fitzroy, bearing date the 25th June 1841, con-
tains a conclusion to which Her Majesty's Government bas come, in reference to the ques-
tion of escheat; viz. that the original terms of settlement were impracticable, and that any
escheat at the present day, on the ground of the failure to fulfil the conditions in the ori-
ginal grants, would be unjust-which said conclusion is in direct contradiction to the
statements made by the House of Assembly in 1797-to the admission contained in Lord
Hubart's despatch in answer thereto, dated in iso2-to the Act of the Legislature in 1803,
passed as recommended by the said despatch of iso , the disallowance of which bas never
yet been satisfactonily accounted for-to the Resolutions of the House of Assembly in ison-
to the proceedings taken by Government against townships 15 and 55, in 1816-to the
despatch of the Eaul of Bathurst, with the Prince Regent's proclamation of 1818, granting
an indulgence to the grantees and proprietors for ten years from 1816, allowing the lands
to be settled by British subjects in the saine proportion as originally intended with foreign
Protestants-to the actual state of the population in several townships at the expiration
of the said indulgence in 1827-to the opinions of the Crown Officers m' 1832, taken by
the then House of Assembly-to the Act of 1833, intituled, " An Act to encourage the
Settlement and Improvement of Lands in this Island, and to regulate the Proceedings of
a Court of Escheats therein ;" which Act was disallowed, not because the terns of settle-
nient were impracticable, but because the said Act might fetter his Majesty in the free..
exercise of his royal prerogative-to the reasons given for passing the several Acts for
levying an assessment on all lands-to the report of the Earl of Durhaa to the Imperial
Parliament in 1839-to the admission in the despatch of Lord Stanley, Lord Goderich and
Lord Glenelg, from 1831 to 1840-and to the published admission of Governors Fanning,
Smith, Ready, Young, Harvey and Fitzroy-to the practice pursued in the olad colonies,
and in the neighbouring, and also stated to be pursuedin the Australian colonies-to Lord
John Russell's own opinion at one time, which lie states to be, that the question at issue.
" was a public question, and as such must be treated "-and to evidence taken by and
within the knowledge of this House :-Resolved, therefore, That this House considers the
said opinion, contained in Lord John Russell's despatch of the 25th June, to be singular,.
unsupported by evidence, and in direct opposition to the various statements and opinions
above referred to.

3. Whereas it appears by a despatch laid before this House, dated Downing-street, 25th
June 18-1, that the Right honourable Lord John Russell, Her Majesty's late Principal
Secretary of State for the Colonies, is of opinion, "that the original terms of settlement
were impracticable, and that any escheat at the present day, on the ground, of the failure
to fulfil such conditions, would be unjust:" Resoived, That the House of Assembly have
not desired an escheat solely on the grounds of the failure to fulfil the original terms of
settlenient, but principally on account of the exorbitant rents demanded by the pro-
prietors, which absorb the labour and capital invested by the tenant in the improvement
of the land; and it would be unjust to allow the proprietors to claim such property through
their failure to fulfil their conditions. The true value of the grants to which the proprietors
have any right in equity can be estimated only when connected with the apparent expense
and difficulty attending the performance of the original conditions for settlement; and any
delay of the executive to enforce the forfeiture of the grants, m"hen sucli conditions wer
not performed, or to release the grantees from said conditions, and authorize them to intro-
duce Britisl subjects instead of foreign Protestants, has given a new value and construction
to the grants--the amount of such enhanced value beig in proportion to the prices or
terms the respective grantees or proprietors have let or disposed of the land to immigrants,
which new value is abstracted from the colony generally, but fromin British subjects indi-
vidually ; and as the land is let far above its value, the labour and capital in improving it
becomes the property of the proprietor, ivhile, on the other hand, the ron-settlement with
foreign Protestants held out a fair prospect to British subjects emigrating to the colonies
that the lands would be re-vested inî the Crown, and that such immirants would be settled
in the sanie manner as Government have settled them in the other colonies.

4. Resolved, That the terns proposed by Mr. George R. Young were rejected unani-
mously by the House of Assembly, as unworthy of being recommended by the Government,
or accepted by the people.

5. And whereas the said last despatch recommends it as Her Majesty's desire, that the
Assembly and Council should l turm their attention to the improvement of the resources;
and the encouragement of the growing wealth, of Prince Edward lsland, and leave to the

'rasdual operation of time the settlement of a question which affords no sound footing* for
direct legislation:" Resolved, That where public wrongs disturb the minds of a people, and
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PluNCE -DWPmD tlus retard the prosperity of a colony, it is the duty of the House of Asseibly respectfully
ISLAND. to represent it to ler Majesty, and seek redress and the wrongs of this colony nay be

- - brieflv staited as follows: The land of this island was let in its wilderness state to Brtish
subojets, without any improvement, at a rent fir above the interest of the fec-simnple value
Of the land, as stated in the 3d and 4th Resolutions of 1839, and those of the 24th April
1841, and nanv of the tenantry arc greatly in arrears for rent, whici they are unable to
pay, miuch less to redeei their improvements at the proprictors' terns by the purchase of
the fee-simple. And the practice of adding the arrears of rent'to the fee-simple, and de-
nmanding interest as rent, or taking the tenant's bond on interest for such arrears, is most
discouraging to the tenant, aund renders it utterly hopeless for the tenant to derive any benefit
froi his minprovemieuts. The grantees have also exercised an ownership over the lands
reserved in the Crown for the fisheries, and have let the sanie on rent, together with the
township lands; and iminigrants, on their arrival, had to become tenants, to procure
a location where they could fish for their subsisteiice; and when the improvements (which
is the growing vealth cf Prince Edward Island) are assumed by the proprietors under such
practices, to leave to the gradual operation of tine the settlenent of a question of such vast
importance to the happiness of the people and the prosperity of the colony, would discourage
industry, render property insecure, and brinug thc justice of Her Majesty's Government
into disrepute.

6. Resolved, That the House of Assenbly have not sought an advance of noney front
the Imperial Revenue, to purchase the lands fron the proprictors, to enable the Crown
to sel] or re-grant the sane to the tenants; but from a desire to settle the tenantry and
occupants of land. The Bouse of Assenibly passed a Bill for that purpose in the session
of 1839, which was rejected by ministers, on the ground that it embraced the principle of
escheat; and in the sessions of 1840 and 1841, the House of Assembly passed another
Bill, which went to re-vest the lands in the Crown, and to settle the tenants and occupants
thereon, on their paying the fuill price of wilderness land for such quantity as they ield
under lease or occupation-wich price, together with a land-tax, vas placed at the disposal
of the Crown, to award to the respective proprietors sucli portion of the said suin as Her
Majesty might be advised to grant in equity as the value of the grants, and for aMy expense
or loss the proprietors muiglt sustain.

Resolved, That the despatch laid before the House of Assembly in 1841 states, that
the settlement of the tenantry must be treated as a public question; and the despatch laid
before the House this present session, in reference to the sanie question, concludes, that it
offers no sound footing for direct le-;islation, vhich vacillating despatches are prejudicial
to the colony, and operate on the hopes and fears of a nurmerous class of persons, who
have improved the lands of tiis colony, and stand in jeopardy of being deprved of their
improvements.

S. Resolved, That whatever injustice may attend an escheat at the present day, on the
ground of the failure to fulfil the conditions for seulement, proceeds from the vacillating
despatches received fron time to time from the Secretaries of State for the Colonies. A de-
spatch from Lord Hobart, in the year 1802, recomnended the Legislature of this island to
pass a Bill for the regulation of a Court of Escheiat, whiich was passed accordingly, but
afterwards suppressed, through somne undue influence; and, in the year 1816, a despatch
from the Earl of Bathurst went to release the grantees from the performance of the con-
ditions of their grants; and when the Riglt honourable Lord Jolhn Russell, ler Majesty's
late Secretarv of State for the Colonies, discourages all such legislation in this island as
would seule 'te inliabitants, it becones necessary to pray Her Majesty to lay the unsettled
state of this colony before the Imperial Legislature, and recomnend to lieir considerationto
pass arn enactmnent to authorize the Crown to appoint commissioners fron the provinces
of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia-men whose experience in the practice of settling
the lands in those provinces would enable them to make an appraiseuent ; to find the
original fee-siiple value of the land in its wilderness state ; and also the value thereof
in improved state ; and to settle the inhabitants in this colony in sucli a manner, that
while the Goverunent may deem it just to award to the proprietors the fee-simple value
of the land in its wilderness state, or the interest thereof as a rent, it appears equally
just and reasonable that those who have cleared and improved the land, and erected the
buildings thercon at their own cost and labour, should be secured in the value of their
improvements.

9. Resolved, That while the law for re-vesting forfeited lands in the Crown is suspended
in this colony, and the law for the recovery of rents for such lands is carried into ope-
ration, giving the proprietors of forfeited grants an undue claini to recover rent, and
also the improvements made upon those lands by persons who were to have been settled,
thîere is no expectation that such proprietors will consent to relinquish such claims, or
submit to an equitable arrangement, as recommended in the forcgoing Resolutions, unless
the Government is prepared (in the event of the proprietors' refusal) to institute pro-
ceedings by a Court of Escheat, to re-vest the forfeited lands in the Crown, and settle
he inhabittnts.

10. Resolved, That it is a subject of complaint in this colony, that the grantees or
proprietors of the township lands have been suffered to exercise acts of ownership over
the lands for the fisheries, including them in their leases to the tenants, or otherwise
having disposed of the fee-simple vith fthe land in the rear thereof; and immigrants oi
their arrival to settle in this colony,. lad either to purchase or to pay rent'for such re-
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servations before they could obtain a location where they could fish for their subsistence- PRIKCE- EDWA1Ir
vhereby the -rantees or proprietors have obtained large suams of money, to the loss of the

inhabitants and the colony; whercas the late Lieutlenant-governor, Sir Charles A. Fitz-
roy, in the session of 1839, by message, laid before the Rouse of Assembly certain
despatches relating to the lands reserved for the fisheries, setting forth that it was the
determination of ier Majesty's Govermnentto throw open t'he reserves to all British sub-
jects engaging in the fisheries, and suggesting to the House of Assembly the propriety of
passing such laws as might be necessary, "for preventing improvident and n ous
practices in carrying them on," as recommnended by Her Majesty's Secretary of State for
the Colonies.

11. Resolved, That the House of Assembly have, in the sessions of 1839, 1841 and
1842, passed Bills for the regulation of the reserves, to afford every facilitv for carrying on
the fisheries; but as the persons located upon these reservations had cleared and improved-
the sante, and in most cases have erected their dwelling-houses and other buildings thereon,
and have either purchased the fee-simple thereof, or paid rents for such reservations to the
proprietors of the adjoining townships, the House of Assembly provided in their Bills that
the persons who cleared the land, or were entitled to the improvements, should be quicted
in their possessions; but the Council virtually rejected the said Bills, by their amendients
thereto-wlich amendments went to exclude the fisiermen, not only fron all 'bays and
harbours, but also from parts of the out-sea coast, and to giveïthe fee-simple to the
proprietors of the townships in the rear of the fishery reserves.

12. Resolved, That every indulgence that has been given to the proprietors fromt tinie
to time has been at the expense of the tenantry; that whea the imperial Government
reduced the quit-rents, at the desire of the grantees, they were increasing the rent upon the
tenantry; and whei the despatch from Earl Bathurst went to release the grantees fron
the settlement of their grants vith foreign Protestants,'the grantees, through such indul-
gence, inposed termis of settlement upon British subjects îar less favourable than any
settleinent practised in the British colonies; that wlien the late Secretary of State for the
Colonies declined to authorize the appointient of a court of escheat, and declared that it
would be unjust to divest the proprietors of the land, the proprietors werc and are thereby
encouraged to distress and deprive the tenants of their improvements; and every in-
dulgence given to the proprietors emboldens theni still further to oppress the tenants;
that as the Hlouse of Assembly knew that the fisherv reserves were the most desirable
for the location of immigrants, for the convenience of fishing, and that such lands were the
first brought into cultivation, and, together with the fishery, were the principal sources
from which the tenant could pay rent--which rent the proprietors have received since the
first colonization of this island-therefore, there could be no injustice done to the pro-
prietors of the township lands to pass a law to quiet the tenant in the possession of sucli
portion of the reserves as lie lias cleared and brought into cultivation at his own cost and
labour-subject, nevertheless, to the original conditions of being open to the fisheries.

1-3. Resolved, That while the proprietors are allowed to demand and recover rent for the
lands reserved for the fisheries, or to dispose of them in fee-simple, it operates as a reward
to the proprietors to defeat any law being niade for the regulation of the fishery reserves, or
for the settlement of the inhabitants of this colony ; and that therefore it be respectfully
submnitted to the G overnment, that it is necessary that the Government should, without delay,
institite proceedings for the recovery of sucli rents or purchase-money from the proprietary
claimants, as have been received by them, and to order such regulations as shall make such
reserves available in future for the purposes for which said lands were reserved.

14. Resolved, That the land assessment imposed by an Act'passed in 1837, for 10 years.
has been of no service vhatever to induce the proprietor to settle the present tenantry and
occupants, or to settle the wilderness land; but this tax has released the proprietors front the
paymeit of a quit-rent, and often is an additional burden of 2s. per hundred acres upon the
tenant and occupant; except in cases where they were previously bound by their leases to
pay said quit-rent; and the tax of 4s. per hundred acres upon the proprietors for vild
land is but an advance of S d. sterling upon a quit-rent of 2s. sterling per hundred acres,
vhich the proprietors are bound to pay; the 4s. currency being 2s. S d. sterling.

15. Resolved, That the rejection by the Legislative Council of the Bill passed by ti.
House of Assembly for the payment of 100 1. sterling to the individual whom the Assembly
shall appoint as their agent in Great Britain, for the purposes expressed in the preamble to
the said Bill, is denying to the representatives of the propie of this colony the power of
appropriating from the iunas received fronm the people a sum, which, thus applied, was likely
to be of the most material service to the people, and is barring then from the means of
employing an efficient individual to act for then in Great Brtain at the time when the
petition of the House of Assemibly is pending before the House of Commons, and when
those of whose procedure tc people of this colony complain have an organized system and
agency in Britan actively engaged in counteracting the views and injuring the interests of
the people of this colony.

16. Resolved, That while the main interests and resources of this island depend on the
number, industry and wealth of its agricultural population, so long .will its prosperity be
retarded by any public measure calculated to renderinsecure the titles to landed estates; to
discourage the ingress and seulement of agricultural capitalists, or which may prove to.its
numerous tenantry an inducement to withhold the payment of their rents until ail arrears
accumulate to a ruinous and irredeemable burthen ; which publie measures have been sup-
ported by the proprietors and their abettors.

506. 2 17. Resolved,
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:RLNCE EDwARD 17. Resolved, That the following report of the special committee appointed to report on
150- the value of property enumerated i'n the census returns be adopted:-

Your Committee have respectfully to submit that, at this late period of the session, they
have not been able to bestow that time which the nature of the subject -would require, in
order to state, in all particulars, exact amounts; that, after sone day; part of the infor-
niation which they required lias not beenfurnished, owing probably to the pressure of other
business in one of the public offices, and that, in some of its bearings, the committee could
not ascertain froni any authentic record at their command exact numbers or exact amounts.
Under these circunstances, the only course left open to your conmittee was to decline
reporting, or so to guard their statements as that when exact information was unattainable
they should underrate any number or amount which bore against the statements and argu-
ments uf the proprietary claimants, and should, at the samie time, overrate any number or
anount whiich was in favour of these claimants. The documents as to arable, freehold and
leased land, mills, farning stock and crop, churches, schools, and the number of the maIe
population liable to statute labour, are all taken from the census, so far as number, the
values only having been affixed by the comnmittee.

Pnor.arT of the Townships of Prince Edward Island, by Census of 1841, exclusive of
any value which may be put on the clainis of the Grantees of To*nships and their
Assigns, to denand Rent.

Cleared, arable, fenced land in townships, 135,000 acres, at, for clearing
and fencing, per acre, 31. 10s. - - - - - - - - 472,000

Houses, barns, &c., of 7,000 farms, erected by the farniers, at 1o. - 700,000
177 mills, at 2001. - - - - - - - - - - 34,000
Roads, bridges and wharves - - - - - - - - 106,000

MOVEABLE PROPERTY.

9,600 horses, at :121. - - - - - - - - 115,200
40,000 cattle, at 41. - - - - - - - - 160,000
70,000 sheep, at 15s. - - - - - - - 52,500
33,000 hogs, at 25s. - - - - - - - - 41,250
Agricultural implements and household furniture of 7,000

fanilies, at 40 1. - - - - - - - - 280,000
G48,950

Grain for bread, and sowing, &c., one-half of what is raised, and the sane
of potatoes - - - - - - - - - - - 107,869

Independent of 3,000 tons of shipping belonging to individuals on the
townships - - - - - - - - - - 13,500

£. 2,082,719
Thence deduct as follows:-Of 10,000 acres held by sundry proprietary

claimuants of townships for their own farms, with the sanie proportion
of stock and crop-these 10,000 being à of the whole land occupied,
that is, è of 2,082,7191. gives 35,297., and double this, as the build
ings and stock of these farms are inucli superior to the generality 70,594

Which deducted, leaves as total capital of the farming population - £.2,012,125

PIrLlc BUILDINGs on the Townships, raised, with few exceptions, entirely by the farmers:
67 churches, at 250 1. - - - - - - - - - 19,750
100 school-houses, at 301. - - - - - - - - - 3,000

The above prices are on the supposition that the farming stock are at the prices they
vould be sold for in barter, and rather over the cash prices; and were any quantity thrown

into the market here, and cash payments rcquired, the price would fall very considerably.
The other values are estimated in produce, the work required in perforning the same bein«
generally thus paid. e

IMPORTS for 1840.-Invoiced value, sterling, 140,000 i., and which exceeds the exports
by 78,0001. sterling, which deficiency is believed to be nearly made up by the sale of vessels
built in the colony, and the value whereof is not included in the Custon-house statement of
exports - - - - - - - - - - - - - £.140,000

On the above invoiced value add 100 per cent., as the price at which the
goods are sold in the colony in colonial currency - - - - - 140,000

Average of labour, or commutation paid for labour, on public roads by
inhabitants, seven-sixths, or 9,000 individuals liable to labour, including
teans - - - - - - - - - - - - 3,350

Proportion of land assessment paid by farmers - - - - - 380
Salaries to clergymen and teachers, and annual repairs of churches and

schools, and voluntary subscriptions to brid ges and 'harves - - - 7,roo

£. 291,130

Showing
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Showing that the expenditure of the colony, independent of rents, amounts to about
14 per cent. on the capital accumulated, chiefly by labour on the land, for the last 70 years.
And, in regard to this expenditure, your committee have to remark, that though it may be
thoug-ht the colony could dispense with the greater part of some of the articles imported,
yet that it is equally clear, the colony requires far more of some other articles than are
imported, e. g., iron and salt, and all ship stores. Your committee have also to remark, that
the quantity of wheat raised in. the colony affords three bushels for the consumption of every
individual; and that your committee believe the quantity of wheaten flour exported froin
the out-ports to be at least equal to what is imported ut Charlotte-town. Whereas the
average consumption of wheat in England appears, by Maccullocb, folio 416, to be from
four to eight bushels per head.

Your committee also submit, as indicative of the state of the colony, that the Spanish
dollar, current in the adjuining provinces at 5s. and 5 s. 3 d. of their currency, passes here
at 6 s. of this island currency ; that their 1 L notes pass here for 23 s.; and that the British
shilling, whicii with thein varies from 1s. id. to i s. 3 d. here passes for 1 s. 6 d.; and that
the temporary employment of agricultural labourers, and the employment of mechanics,
would be much circumscribed were they in all instances to refuse to take from their
employers the produce of the country and to insist for money.

Ýour committee submit, that the population of this island appears to have been doubled
since the year 1827 ; but that, though this is held by some as an argument of this island
offering advantages superior to the neighbouring colonies, your committee cannot agree to
the deduction. The number of immigrants wit 'n that period bears a large proportion to
the total population in 1827, for in that year it was 23,000, and last year 2,000 immigrants
arrived; and laying aside this item of account, it may be observed, that some portions of the
British dominions which receive no accession of numbers from abroad, but are every year
sending out great numbers of their native population, and are, in spite of such drain, rapidly
increasing in amount, are ut the sane time rather diminishing than increasing in wealth.
The exact increase of population, from births among the people resident in is island in
1827, appears from the census to be 8,295, or 35 per cent. in 14 years.

RNT. -Of the land occupied, 00,000.acresappear from the census to be under rent. This,
on several townships, is 1 s. 6d. and 2s. sterling on leases of 42 years, the lessees entering
not on bouses and land cleared and fenced, but on wilderness wood-land. On some town-
ships the earlier settlers obtained leases at 6 d. per acre for 999 years. In general the rent
is i s. sterling per acre per annum, and the duration 999 years; and the yearly rent at this
date may be calculated at 16,250 1. currency.

Previous to 1830 no law existed in the colony compelling the claimants of townships to
contribute to the expense of making roads through such townships. Since that time a law
was passed compelling them to contribute to the formation (but not to the maintenance) of
such roads as should thereafter be ran through the land claimed by them, in so far as a jury
should find that such land was increased in value by said road; but if deteriorated,
then the treasury had to pay the amount of such deterioration to the claimants of the land.
Under this law, which was put into operation in 1833, verdicts have been given against the
claimants of land to the amount of - - - - - - - -£.2,929

And in their favour, as for damages - - - - - - - - 351

Showing the balance assessed on themn to be-(see Return by prothonotary) £.2,578

Of which there has been paid, up to the 5th April 1842, 388 1., as by search of committee;
stated by the treasurer at 310 L.

Thus a appears that the total amount which the proprietary claimants, as such, have been
assessed for roads, since the colony received a legislature, is only one-half of what was last
year voted by the House of Assembly, in aid of roads, bridges and wharves, and not more
than 1-i5th of what has, by vote of successive Houses of Assembly, been paid for similar
purposes since 1824, and not equivalent to one year of the statute labour; and of this small
assessment only 388 1. appear to have been paid,-a sum not far exceeding the expense to
which the country bas -been put in summoning and paying juries and witnesses, &c.·to
obtain the whole of the verdicts.

As to the sales of land by the claimants of townships to actual cultivators, by the census
it wculd appear that-239,000 acres are held in freehold; but this was not all sold by these
claimants to the farmers, for two townships, each of 20,000 acres, were escheated by Gover-
nor Smith, and the greater part of these has been granted in tracts of from 500 to 100
acres; and much of what was thus granted is now held in freehold by farmers. Of 200,000
acres which the proprietary claimants offered in 1782-3, to surrender to loyalists, a quan-
tity, estimated at 25,000 acres, is held by loyalists or their assigns. One entire township,
.N0. 3, was made over by one claimant to his creditors, and by them sold in lots of 900 acres;
and at different times individual farmers have purchased small tracts of wilderness land at
sales for arrears of quit-rent or land assessments due by the townships. About 7,500 acres
of glebe and school lands vere sold in lots not exceeding 130 acres; and the moieties of
townships 45 and 52, for which moieties (according to the best information your committee
can acquire) no claimants ever appeared, as well as portions of other townships, which were
for many years unclaimed, have been taken up by individuals who, by undisputed posses-
sion, for a series of years, have acquired a legal right to the land, and thus may be reckoned
amongst the freeholders; so that from the above 239,000 acres marked in the census as held
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in fee-simple, a considerable proportion has not been sold by the claimants of townships to
the farniers thereof, and therefore " the radual operation of time," recommended bv Lord
John Russell, appears to vour committee likcly to extend to some centuries. As to the value
of the claimi to the soil of the island, raintained by the heirs and assigns of the grantees,
about 1,300,000 acres werc grmntcd. Of these, 239,000 are, as above-mentioned, now held in
fce-sinple, and this being deducted, leaves 1,061,ou0 acres claiuiedby these grantees, part of
whîich they have leased, but the greater part is unileased ; and of both leased and unleased,
the greater part, or at least nine-tenths, is not reclaimed froin the state of nature.

Now, 5 s. per acre for wilderness land may be taken as the outside value thercof, and
rather exceeds the average value of sales of Governuient land in New Brunswick, and this
gives the value of tiis seigneurial claimn (if valid) at 15,250 i.

Taking anotier view of the mxatter, and referring to the account published in London about
1s07, by Captain John Stewart, and to other accounts, it would appear that the average
market value of a claim to une of the townships of this colony, froi 1769 to 1800, was
about G001., which, for 67 townships, would give - - - - - - £.33,300

Interest on that suin - - - . - - 141,SSS

£. 175,15S

And your conmittee, making everv deduction, cannot estimate the amount of prices
receivedi by the proprictary clainiants and their agents, at less than - - £. 50,000

And of rents, at less than - - - - - - - - - 160,000

Total - - - - - - -

Nor the anount of quit-rents, land assessment and road compensation
assessment, and ull other advances, at more than - - - - - -

Leav ing

£. lîo,ooo

- - - - - - £. 1s5-,ooo

It is submitted by your connittee, that if in addition to the 185,000 1. which they or their
agents have received, the Imuperial Goverunient award them either the above 265,250 i. or
tie snaller ainount of 175,15I i., it will award more than can in equity be claiied by those
who have acted as have the grantees, and those who succeeded to their territorial claims or
denands ; and it is also subitted, that froni the tables and accounts herein referred to, it is
beyond the means of the colony to pay the rents demanded by these individuals.

Yotr coniittee, in reference to Mr. Cunard's answers before the louse of Commons,
questions 3097, 309S, have required the Rev. L. C. Jenkins, Ecclesiastical Commissary for
the Churelh of England in this colony, to state the amount of monies paid by Mr. Cunard
towards the erection or endowment of churches, and find that lie has paid nothing; and on
requiring further information as to the amount contributed by claimants of townships, they
find that the whole, to the best of tie connissary's knowledge, is 351. in money, and 75
acres of land. Your coinittee liave ascertainetd that 75 1. were contributed by the Coun-
tess of Vestmorland towards a Methodist chapel; in regard to other contributors, your
comumittee cannot, for want of time to correspond vith the clergymen of different persua-
sions througlhout the island, ascertain the exact amount of ti fev other contributions of
noney, and the number of acres of land, given as sites for churches, by the clainiants of the
townships; but feel confident that the total value contributed by them for the last 70 years,
in any shape, towards the crection and endowment of places of worship of all denominations,
and of schools every where throughout the townships, is under 7001.

18. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that an humble Address be pre-
pared to Her Maijesty, praying that out of the unappropriated funds now or hereafter to be
paid into the treasury of this island, arising fron the sale of Crown lands, Her Majesty will
be graciously pleasetd to allow tie sumi of 500 1. to be applied, in addition to the sun at
present granted by the colonial legislature, in the purchase of a piece of ground for the pur-
poses of the contemplated lunatic asylume; and also ic sum of 150 1. to be applied in
opening the George-town Royalty Roads; and also the sum of 100 Z. to open new roads
throughout, and in the iniprovenient of the communications in Prince-town and Royalty.

(A true copy.)

(signed) William Cullen,
Clerk, House of Assembly.

Enclosuré

25,000
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Enclosure 2, in No. 9.

CENSUS of the PorVwrOS and SAT.suxc.u. Rn-e, taken =nder the »thority of the Act Wu- 4, c. 7. A-. 1833.

Produce raiq:4 during the haet-

'MALESIF3A.S

-N UMBER e

of 
o

TOWNSHIP. -r*

654 239 272 18 4 ; - -

To-msbip22 - 94 I3i -0 7 "]0 46|197 54 250 1o02, 104 9 197q47 .7-- 171 73A 615. ---
Toship - - 1111 87 9 6 4 64 12 -1 1

D)itto - - - 5 24 1 60 31 '20 51 - 1700 11, Il 11 39 10 69 36j -85 18 9 122 A 702 -

cit 
- 4 

- 13 is 8 l- 7'--

Dto-- 56 38 4 98363 71 - 2850 371 85 32 1133330088 7 106 7411--

819 'a

itto - - 4 56 - lis 5 43 - 267 707 73 47 97 3 403 169 6 6 - -

S6 
6 1 

2 3 0 1 9 6 
-4 - -

Ditto - - 10 10 26 69 1o %7 15 500 - 08 1 2 109 67W 0 7958 )-11

12t7 > 2 49 - 47 29 2 0 49 - 13 7 2 59 M 1 4 4 4 1 2 1 7 09330 - 1 1
T S 4 70. 74. 519 1 5 8 11

Ditto -4 
1 4 6 6 8 6 5 21 - -

D50 
5 1 6 - 1 97 590 2 64 11 6 2 5 616 80 -

9 
4 

27
8to 17 176 1 364 19 38 9 4 7 0 914 463 17 9 12

Dto 19- 20 178 3. 3894195 8- 1267 62 1 939869 3 735 1794 - - 1 1

Dito - - 12 33 1 30 l1 -0 1- 13G00 1 I 3 2515 - - 1 - 7
Ditto - - 1150 4 2 0 17 29 - 9 30 30 $ 49 49 2241692-

D ito - - 9 52 314 1 9 3 -'3 7 69 - 9495 57 1 3 23 1 0 6 7,2 1 0 6 6 3 5082 - - 1 16 5

Ditto - - 2 2 89 1 1 5 2655 7 291 35 4 4 G 4 3 2 814 767 368 7 1433 - - 1 24 1

Dito - - 12 .10 7 6 2 6 - 13 5 0 0, -51 109- 2521 886 54279 27 2 1

Ditto - - 1 1 1 2 3 24 - 401 8 23 312 6 1194 142 1 2 13 8 108 09 0 - 1 1 5

Ditto .. - 8 2546 212 45 224 204 429- 15024131 437 31 S 010 849. 13 110 4285 2841 42232

Ditto .. - 1 49 8 14- 1 -1 
14 14

Ditto - - 10 - 49 3 21 20 49 60 14 17 237 - 5301 -407 16 113

Dito - - 1 9 71 8313 8691s 185 51 6445981 7294166 -7322 470 8874 405-- 164222

Dito - -14 17 7 8 17 14 76180- 6''>114071641012171 50 0 43 1669 204 205o 4301-1 41

Dito . - 32 171 124 813040 148 124 7 - 6800 1426 14 73 811, 99 9 315 3 19 1 65 1224 1 2 38 21

Dito - 40 2528 64 3 03 62 -127 6952 1 30 -- 2 8 46 15687 104 2 26 1 35- -1 1

D itto - - 16 114 95 336 1 0 7 191 1 4 0 63 ,- 6 54 2 8 15 25 210470 8 1 0 7 - - 1 21 21

Ditto - - 17 220- 199 1 44 0 919 391 1 14409J 3613 2 169 422 18 54 44 2 11 - 2 12 16

Ditto - - 18 7 4 176 10 6 197 19 16 .194 9570 3961 376 214 505 167 1974 598 4206 1160 9215 26163 1 1 35 13

D itto - - 319 0 17 6 3 l 389 19 1 6 05 2443 , 2 19 8 383 104 - 25 41 4 3 2 3 93 8 11 9 - 1 14 1 5

o- - 0 93 7 4 10 340 17 140 .15 2 9392 2297 1 41 100 287 93 9864 3 78 7809 106 479 177 - - 1 13 14

Ditto - - 21 16.1.2 17 311 158 1 42 3002 7940 173 1 93 72 310 18 1321 50 353 13 6714 25156 - - - 21 9

Dito - - 22 52 52 6 1 2 6 8 109- 3070 524 84 31 90 .10 303 1 956 3107 0841 19

4ito - - 23 144 122 119 263 5 7011 1106 191 20 193 84 799 64 >41 59 1 5043 2-220

itto - 3 9 1 3 9 47 26 190 455 - 13714 2918 3 14 19 1 66 73 4 91 1 206 38 7 50 8 6 1 - r 3 7 3

Ditto - - 25 103 749 182 97 70 167 8320,5 0 1 70 1 0, 2 9 0 2 12 67 3 471 130 - - 2 2 18

Dito - - 45 12 110 0 2 84 101 113 214 1 169 6 186 
5154 222170 1 1 1 18 9
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Ditto - - 47 16$ 183 14 383 1801 192 372 - 13233 1580 445 20 32 160 1401 540 2798 17-81 8512 311323 - -14

Ditto - - 4 1161 135 14 267 126 124 250 2 8259 1626 283 109 218 117 760 3 9 2390 9.4 176 3 35 2 - - 30 20

Dio - - 49 241 190 21 452 31 188 406 2 -8 1 4 2 4 405 6 3138 15-2 9125 507 3949 57910 - - -

Dito - R 0 215 26 20 441 209 207 416 2 12227 3534 549 24 4 1 170 1422 2 4924 399 8494 4030 5 -3 4 2 3- 1 1

Pitow - . 4 - .93 40 38 78- 2690 275 149 15 1 3 10 4 437 3 72451 769 4 6 - - -l -

Dito R - 2 0 5 2 72 44 116 4215 525 93 15 9 6 199 14 598 100 890 9 43 - - - -

Diton - 53 1 10 8 189 60 70 130 - 19 6 90 8 609 1 1119 418 26 8 - - -

Dito - 543 4 - 11 •31-891000 345 89 7 62-20 230 7 457 25 888 5

to l d73 13 1 2 92 174 1 4007 9 0 166 79 655 9 1449 1041 1 1 1 - -

D it. t er's and 10 5 77 125 114 239 3 5797 1009 233 1 101 78 9 1

- -t 57 *273 249 '>'M 547 2861 266 552 1 15211 2572 528S 7 337 115 1346 456 3105 659 6580 :38168 - 1 Z465

Ditto - -58 167 135e 13 315 140 135 275 2 7020 1732 297 13 167- 82 820 296 2008 123 4059 121-430 1 1 34 18

Ditto - -59 75 931 10 178 69 78 147 - .3959 729 140 il 135 51 427 218 1121 461 3-220 1227.:12 1 1 23 12

Ditto n60 r6 75 169 84 8 167 3 b676 976 188 - 70 47 412 144 1287 81 1354 13691 - - 1 16 7

Ditto - -61 46 59 7 1141 62 55 117 4 2678 477 87 8 101 39 257 175 ffl4- 4774 1440 ()031 - 1 - - -

Dte- -62 94 84, 1 192 81 63 1642-- 501 06 19 1058866313 51- 27.11 156--------

Dit.>, - -; ré 663j 4 127 73 56 129 - 3093 -599 104 12 1250- 5.1 271 274 135'2 1047 2814 119861 1 18 7

Ditto - - 64 118 151 !9 278 119~ 131 250 - 6743 1243 141 46 172 67 552 - - - - - -

Ditto - - 65 223 2009 17 440 197' 183 380 - 11782 1954 338 74 250 140 106 2 554 2832 208 i5864 3771 4 7 13681
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st. Petcr' bl.1nd - 1M1 5 - là 8 à 11 - 500 6:3 10 I 10 2 41 1r, 75 10 190 1100- --
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CORRESPONDENCE: PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

Enclosure 3, in No. 9.
CENSUS of the Pai-ir. roa and STter1.u. R rrtn of Prince Edward Ianad,

NUrMB~E R

of

ToWNSHIîP. ©J 4

Dictah - . 199 149 7 7D3tto - $6 44 12 3
Dito - - 4 92 65 13
Ditt - - 7 5s 15 7Ditto - - 6 52 31 8 
Dtao - . 7 7 ; 49 12 G
Dtt -- 8 45 3 1 6 3
Ditto - - 9 32 24 4 1
Ditto - - 10 11 7 1 1
Ditto - - 11 77 49 11 3
Dito - 12 51 23 5 3
Ditto - - 13 82 101 17 12
Ditto - - 14 149 115 18 15
Ditto - - 15 1S3 139 25 11
Ditto - - 1* 22 J00 22 14
Dicro - - 17 2GO 1.48 45 31
Ditto - - 1$ 24 161 37 20
Dicto - - 19 300 1 46 20
Dtto - 20 268 .158 16 23
Dttu - - 21 151 143 3 16
Dtao - - 22 144 132 9 3
D:ito - - 23 250 186 42 19
Ditto - - 24 393 274 62 20
Dita - - 25 142 91 19 9
Ditto - - 26 172 131 22 12
Dicto, - - 27 f 223 11$ 32 16
Ditto - - 28 j 274 22$ 49 31
Ditto - - 29 256 220 40 34
Dit - - 30 72 49 13 4
Ditto - - 31 142128 38 11
Dito - -32231,17S 36 4,
Dicto - - 33 21:; 175 42 19
Ditto - - 34 33 261 75 .16
Ditto - - 35 213 179 32 1$
Ditto - - 3G 22G 181 40 22
Ditto - - 37 134 151 26 12
Ditto - - 23S s7 6!i 12 13
Ditto - - 3«) 84 74! 14 13
Ditto - - 40 150 1251 21 13
Ditto - - 41 120 1211 21 15
Ditto - - 42 115 97 1 14i 1
Ditto - - 43 170 144î 29
Ditto - - 44 161 140f 23 15
Ditto - - 45 242 168 36 i 0
Ditto - - 46 78 66 Ï10 -9
Ditto - - 47 178 197 17 20
Ditto - - 48 168 ]84 25 15
Ditto - - 49 356 260 1 31 3
Ditto - -50 220 192 51 35
Dito - - 51 132 77 11 8
Ditto - - 52 9 62 20
Ditto - - 53 100 99 13 14 1
Ditto - - 54 65 4

1  
14 b

Dicto - - 55 157 151 17 16
Ditto - - 56 126 107 -312 10 .
Ditto - - 57 401 309 74 42
Ditto - - 58 178 132 27 17
Dito - - a9 80 88 17 11
Dito - - 60 131 85 24 13 1
Ditto - - 61 55 61 11 7
Ditte - - 62 119 128 33 I14 1
Dittù - - 63 72 80 14 4
Ditto - - 64 234 176 29 17 2
Ditto - - 65 307 205 51 35
Ditto - - (G 42 26 4 3
Dito - - 67 126 93 12 2

TomÂL Townshilî - 1056 $270 1736 984 1014
Charlotte-town - - 666 35 121 47 6
Charlottetown Royaltv 98 116 3G 23 1
George-town - - 81 105 15
Gtorge-tow%-n lRoyalry - 51 30 6 5
Prince-town - 9 3 1 .
Price-town Royalt7 - 77 75 20 14 6
Boughtonbl1an- - 15 Il 3
Panmnure Island - 5 3 1
Rusticosland - - 4 3.1
St. Peterk 3slan4 - 4 5 4
Governor's Island - - - j

urry Iland - 2 - --2

G T0 f 1
1 -

86 932

3544 67:

103 30
13

7 4
1 -

2z', 8
!?

3

M 17

12

~ 3

2~ 1<1

-? - 4
- -

91

7 23

420G4

3323
573
370
186

13
3646l
13
30

4302

1044
222

53
12

26

13
29

5707 10006

9444

242
167
119
23

2

4689

22

1$
329
29

5920430
i aI 1 1 1 1 1 - 1

200635393
491 122
108 61
24 q- 45

0 29

4 24

-

4 -

G 568

b
1  

621

62 5

36) 193
a2 287

30 151 134
- 53
4 26
6 162
4 125

33 303
4 502
2 665

41 379

3l 764
40 750

32 695
2 654
9 464
7 268
l 620
5 191
0 334
M 399 
4 438
; 842
3 539
9 171
6 416

2 665
6 192

4 839
3 547

421
2 481

'290
259

3 421

5 386
9 647

560
135
190
189
154

1024

212
283

170
430

451
836
475
233
276
188
307
207.
537
759
66

223

2921
1239
305
172
140

32401 20
17 314
2 56

- 13
- 25

935 13315a

3918
1123

70
49

9
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o-

77

14
12
1$
4

37
10
59

13

14
29
10
44
24

35
17
10
7

19
4

12
50
43
68S 324
20

7
26

5
2

13
13

56

5
13
25
29

4
6

64
10
24
9

18
12

25
20
14
16
10
22
57
19
92
14

3

6354 100
-

1~-I

13()

s- Q.

500

3130

1--

- 1

$60
130

330

8650

20

100

791022

5346
5051

1380 i
18159

80635

2394
2580
3275911
1700

2112
12657

869>1
4703
7910

2622433

3400
6879
6730
3939

330

75485232
2835

440
3G5
2751550

5145
2563
172$
9459
2848
6405
7495
295
1850
13:34
1605
9546

700
8672
5454
1598
3795
1220
1993
1335
2402
4129

6354

239805

6516

694

3447

700

70

-

2339
6002668

3120
300

.47492236

7906

10006

192339633
442
793S

9912347
4314
e3!62
10984

1046-#
r2726
2302

56897144
13427
10003

89172700

188S
440
2384
1346
1740

4154
4-12

2700440

1042

849
5423
6684
300
420

2050
250
50

5691

108721550
1488
1285

18783687
1237
2883
5596

100

228273

602

60

600

60

229595

Enelosure 3. in No. 9.
Taken in the Year 1841, under the athoüty of the Act of 4 Vt-. cap. 5.

$110 6-. 542

- - 107

3001300 10

-z 100-1240

20-(160X5)

50 55 0 5
-,00 -11 00e

t.?

3 100

'0U'-0 40

1,50 2001 10
100 M-I170-1

737 17 495

- -s1050

$10 60 400
0 - 2M0 -
410 200 140

- 5(40 -5
- 1 100 158

150 320 440

329 130-0

- 1300 100

405 32 -
45o0 *G13 4-

200 36 405

248 240 10

125 122840110

817 40 s 544

850 31G7 42

- 20 70

-5 2462 4250

1- 200 702,

~ - 7571
360 - 1539
- - 3714
- 65 131

14t) 1S7 4G91
100 310 25

-48 2 540 90
- 675 2590

-2 172 200

- 100 2851

$50 250 2
- 211 90

50 15(1ß50
16- 12 364
200 130 - -
360 240 466

- Q40 1165
106 50 970
775 - 3285

1679 3213 600
- G4. 230

460 1400 -

32224 41101 60199 9

- l1$2 -

-- 150 27

- - 314

- 435 11

300 
- 4. - 9

350
I22 4250 001

163
19
57

108
68
11
59
17

8

$7
23
9064
16

107
203
44
104

80
151231

;19766
129
20
130
430

93
171
131

497

249427
$7
62
77

177
124
50
32
95

145
50

102
124
147

137

49
39
19

12363

79522 5
95

240
64

257
76

184

363
19

268 92

9156

67

20

4.5

4

9259

260G820
661

719983

887
74G400
251
110
942
36.1

288321200

2289

2031
49334237
3217

2725
22941121
2972
4327
2730
3594.
2209

56573807
1061
1607
3094
4038
6837
2783
1895
2477
1120
1085
1347
1096

1352
18821445
1725
878

2793
2997

42303551
850
891

1134513
1203
1407
4466

2083
9061438
767

1555
857

1450
3509

232
924

135197

3497

462

2124

108
116

44

12

141560

1 1 ---- i
Produce raised during the Year.

1840.

27.13 563 58G3 25"90>
839 316 iG10 2563
599 133 799, 54471

1.06 126 1357 10200

M34 209 30222 10724
471 14tý 152 77,5

1475 151 1117 11340:.
856 20o5 719 6064.
265 93 *24 4507

'96 S 100 .. 30
106-2 140 1739 )-,Zl
478 30 6311 5410

2527 498 5490 16650
1920 507 Gý4d -2J.333
1683 742 5:W6 --7670,
I898 U*4 7531 19r,:9
42,;1 1I57 17472 49621

540 »GG 1ISbO03 39G90
30.92G 1722(1 43360

3 4- 156;95 .3957
3935 10m914f.03 3511u
14G4 445 169;4 16220
2$71 946 141.29 44148
,71I3 3443 179 59920
30174 581 103160 21525
415. 1264 1S51 32575
2645 125 s 11473 33480
G245 4649 20694 813254
5008 3431 11392 50280

525 280 2263 11255
1367 1062 7092 24697
4255 2212 20969 40071
6109 119 1769 571GO
$209 4182 29677 7 6354
2397 1$00 13753 42zý25
1325 L 4I 411703 40266
1G40 1571 438 36113
1344 12,S0 5357 25720
1219 755 5167 17660.
192 780 754 31116
1313 1361 6344 30542

811 1938 6082 27916
14G0 2031 83S3 48,Q41
1139 21553 705 40095
941 2612 $408 439G7
6442 .17«4 6117 26415

20,;5 5106 17447 57GOS
3801 1949 1579 607446
4147 23140 20845 $4G76
3774 1767 17318 637

912 4333 274 20624
750 ) 422 123' 1939 5

1:'8452 51 50223 25540
449 25G 23à36 10460

1374 1829 7781 7520
126 1009 G69 37 0
245 181 23113 63760
1009 784 10895 2670
1143 580 4437 18550
931 . 340. 6628 17690

1155 745 3797 173-;3
604 496 5674 20540,

1485 1892 4564 122500
1544 $ 0S 4t84 40510
3608 17o39 11087 45734

157 38 622 4930
1309 201 4841' 13710

145471· 79847 581977 2153S99 9

4!66 1712 15320 5519$

504 189 3279 126092

2785 1109 9312 20030 1

2414 7 47 2345 4225
130 15 1200 1500
60 * 20 200 c00
90 24 -165 14100

0 26 150

53459 83299 611824 2250114

-- 1-. 4.1 662 1761

* . " . .

................................................................................... ' .'. ,:k~.
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61

26
4269

3119

14
9$
450

13
111
114
126

2062

21226$
173

211
17486

184
324
135179

154
339
20242

112275
2831

490
238
122
185
121
124
139.
120
133
191
140
148$5

248
184
271
2365$
74
98
42
138
142
250
131
-94
85
72
94
60

133
209

15

711
213
134
248
242
164

253
204

93
24

273
126
5.6
646
547
675
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1273
1043
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707
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667
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632

1312

704
173475
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746
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544
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734
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333
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265
446
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95
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.86
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1250 61
43$'8 
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311 1Lr
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257 12
134 81
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924 .
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e7 42--
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644 40

G * 69

2004 72
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2321102
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161 t 6 .
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497 325
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12 96
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4 1424
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2

-2
-i
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- -
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-l -
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1 2 -

2 3 -
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2 3 1
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2 3 -
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42 CORRESPONDENCE: PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

Enclosure 4, in No. 9.

To The Quzzx's most Excellent Majesty.
Wz, the reprcsentatives of Your Majesty's faithful and loyal people of Prince Edward

Island, in Colonial Parliament assembled, humbly subrmit to Your Majesty's royal conside-
ration, that in the session of 1840, the House of Assembly addressed Your Majesty, to which
they beg reference, as well as to several Resolutions passed by this House when on the state
of the colony, which arc herewith subiitted with regard ta the fishery reserves of this island,
under the impression that Your Majesty would be pleased ta cause the Executive to put in
force a despatch from Lord Glenelg, then Secretary of State for the Colonies, ta his Eixcel-
lency Sir Charles A. Fitzroy, which is as follows :-" (.'No. 6a.) Dow'ning-street, 14th Sep-
tember is3s. Sir, I have received your despatch (No. 27) of the 2sith July, recommend-
in- the adoption of the alternative suggested in my despatch of the 2OLh May last
(\o. 4zi), of throwing open the fishery reserves on the shores of Prince Edward Island
to ail British subjects enggýi:ng in the fisieries. I have to convey ta you my authority
for carrying this measure into effect in the manner which you propose. I have, &c. &c.
(sizrned) Glenelg."

The House of Assembly placing every confidence in Your Majesty's justice towards Your
loyal subjects, the inhabitants of this island, feel, with unfeigned regret, that there has been
no answer to their humble Address, and that thereby a great portion of the inhabitants of
this island engaging in the fisheries are subject ta very heavy grievances. The House of
Assembly would beg to submit, that in addition to the Bills passed by this House in 1839
and ISo, for the regulation of the fishery reserves, the House of Assembly passed a Bill to
the sane effect in the present session, whieh the Legislative Council rejected; and as the
proprietary claimants of townships in this island are continually harassing with law pro-.
ceedings fishermen and others located on sucli reservations, and raising a revenue from
that to~vhich they never had ain-; title, to the great discouragement of trade and loss of
property in this colony. The ifouse of Assembly beg that Your Majesty would be pleased
ta order the Crown officers of this island ta take legal proceedings against proprietary
claimants, for recovering all rents or sums of money which they have received in any
ways as arising fronm said reservations, and give such other directions to the Lieutenant-
governor of this island as will in future prohibit proprietary claimants from exacting any
rents or arrears of rent for any quantity of lands contained in said reservations. And
further, the House of Assembly would humbly, but most earnestly, pray, that Your Majesty
would be pleased ta order the Lieutenant-governor of this island ta throw open said reser-
vations in accordance with said despatch; and that if any dispute should arise betiveen
parties availing themselves of the said privilege, that the Legislature shal apply such remedy
thereto as the nature of the case may appear ta require.

House of Assembly,
13 April 1S42.

(signed) W- Cooper,
Speaker.

To The QuEwN's most Excellent Majesty.

The humble Petition of the House of Assembly of Prince Edward Island.
Most respectfully sheweth,

Tar this island was originally granted in large tracts, upon condition that the rantees
were ta introduce and settle their grants witl foreigrn Protestants, which conditions have not
been performed, and the lands are subject ta forfeiture; but Your Majesty's predecessors
extended indulLzence ta the grantees ta enable them ta settle their grants with British
subjects. Of tliis arrangement your Petitioners would not complain, had the proprietors
disposed of their lands at a price which emigrants and others could pay, or the nterest
thereof, as a rent. But the grantees and their assigns, taking advantage of such indulgence
to raise the price of the land that the inhabitants were endeavouring ta purchase, and had
to become tenants, and covenant ta pay a rent, which, notwithstandng their best exertions,
they are unable ta pay, and the tenantry are greatly in arrears for rent, for which many of
thein are liable ta be ejected and deprived of their improvements, made with much cost
and labour.

The House of Assenbly, to relieve them from much distress, pray Your Majesty to
recommend ta the Imperial Parliament ta pass an enactment for the appointment of commis-
sioners from the neighbouring provinces, authorizing then to fix the price of the land in its
original vilderness state, that the tenantry nay be enabled ta pay such fixed price, or the
interest thereof, as a rent; and if the proprietors refuse ta submit ta this equitable mea-
sure, we pray Your M ajesty, as an act of justice, to revest the forfeited lands in the
Crown.

The House of Assembly herewith forward a series of Resolutions passed on the state of
the colony in support of the above, ta all of which they pray Your Majesty's favourable
consideration.

And Your Petitioners will ever pray for Your Majesty's sacred person.
House of Assembly,

13 April 1842.
(signed) W- Cooer,

Speaker.
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-No. 10.-

CoPY of a DESPATCIH from Lieutenant-governor Sir Henry Vere Huntley to
Lord Stanley.

Government House, Prince Edward Island, t
Mv Lord, 22 Mav 1842.

I HAVE the honour to lay before your Lordship a printed Petition given into
my hands by Mr. Cooper, the Speaker of the House of Assembly, at the same
time that he also gave me the printed Addresses to Her Majesty upon the subjects
of the fishery reserves and escheat.

I have also to transmit to your Lordship a manuscript Petition presented to me,
in conjunction with the mauuscript Addresses to Her Majesty; all the former pro-
fessing to be copies of thë latter.

Your Lordship will observe, that the manuscript Petition is an original docu-
ment, and I have every reason to suppose was given to me in mistake, for the
House could not have imagined that the Secretary of State would present it to
the House of Commons, and a copy would have answered every purpdse of making-
your Lordship aware of the existence of the Petition, if such vas their object.

I do not trouble your Lordship with this additional despatch in order to scruti-
nize this Petition, because I believe that my observations upon the " Resolutions"
upon which it is founded will equally apply to it; but more particularly for the
purpose of pointing out.a discrepancy of some material consideration, which I
have marked in each paper by underlining ; and it is necessary to state that the
original manuscript Petition enclosed strictly corresponds with that now standing
upon the Journals of the House, as it was delivered to me. Your Lordship will
be pleased to bear in mind that the printed Petition, called a " true copy,"which
it certainly is not, although dated the "12th of April," was not printed until
many days afterwards; indeed, I believe weels had elapsed, because I felt .it
necessary to address the Speaker upon the delay in the delivery of the Resolutions
connected with it, and these latter, with the said printed Petition, were then pre-
sented about the 20th of this month.

Having called your Lordship's attention to these documents, I now beg leave
to bring forward an Address which the Legislative Council felt it their duty to
present to me, in contradiction of that part of the manuscript Petition ielating to
conferences.

I have, &c.
(signed) R. V. Huntley,

Lieutenant-governor.

Enclosure 1, in No. 10.
To the Right Honourable and Honourable the Knights, Citizens and Burgessesin Parliament

assembled.
The Petition of the House of Assembly of Prince Edward Island,

Respectfully sheweth,
Trrt in 1840 and 1841, your Petitioners applied to your Honourable Body for the redress

of heavy grievances affecting the cultivators of land in this colony, in consequence of the
whole soil-having been granted, in lots of 20,000 acres, to individuals whose management
has proved most prejudicil to the interests of the colony, as an appendage of Britain,. and
most oppressive to the farmers. Printed copies of applications, made in past time to the
Privy ouncil, and of sundry other documents, in proof of the statements of your Peti-
tioners, were last yeai forwarded to Joseph Hume, Esq., and Resolutions, explanatory of
the present state of the colony, are herewith forwarded.

Your Petitioners are aware of the many important and difficult questions which, relatin-
directly to your own constituents, have a preferable claim to your attention; but they
earnestly entreat, that by means of a Committee, or in whatever way to your Honourable
Body may seemi meet, some steps may be taken this session towards the redress of the heavy
grievances which have long oppressed this island.

Your Petitioners have further to submit, that the land on the sea-coast of this island was
not granted.on the sane terms as the rest, but was reserved, part in the Crown, and part
"for a free fishery for all British subjects;" that said land. bas,. in; many instances,- been
sold or leased by the grantees; that Lord Glenelg. by despatches ,dated in s 838,
signified Her Majesty's pleasure, that the same should be thrown open, as originally,
intended, and required the Lieutenant-governor to recommend to the Legislature to pass
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a law for the reg-iation ofthese reserves; that vour Petitioners and the Lcgislativc Council
entertain viCws so different, as to the intent of the reservation and the mîeaning of the
de-spatches, as to iave. been unable to agree on soie principal sections of the Bihl which
passed the louîse of Assembly, t/iough repeaitcd comnnunicatioas, bu ns of unendmets,
have been held betwixt the two bodies, during the threc previous sessions; and that there
seems no prospect of the Legislative Council ever agreeing to such a Bill as vour Petitioners
miust pass, to do justice to their constituents; and unider these circunistances, your Peti-
tioners are under the uccessity of praying your Ilonourable House to take such menasures for
their relief in this matter, also, as i your wisdon vou may deci meet.

And vour Petitioners vill ever pray.

House of Assembly, April 1.2th, 1842.
(A truc copy.)

(signied) ,1Willian Cooper,
Speaker.

Ilu'ziam Cudlen, Clerk.

Encl. 2, in No. la.

Enclosure 2, ni No. I 0.

Counicil Chamber, ] ( April 1842.
iErEAs in a Petitioii froi the Hlouse off Assenbly of this island, adopted in this

presenit session, and which is to be presented tu the House of Comnmons of Great Britai,
it is stated, that this Hlouse entertains diffirent views as to the intent and neaning of cer-
tain rescrvations in the original gr.nts of land to the grantees of thc Crown, which reser-
vations concerni fislerv reserves, und likewise difircnt views as to the inîtenxt and meaning
of certain despatches received froni The Quîeen's iiiiisters on the subject of fishery reserves;
and in the said Petition, the Legislative Council arc further 'represenited as having beenx
unable to arec with the Bouse of Asscmnblv in sone principal sections of the Bills
respectingr fishery reserves which passed the liouse of Assenbly, though " repeated cou-
ferences and communications have been leld betven the bodies during the three previous
sessions:

Resolved, That after a search of the Journals of bothi Houses for the years 1820, 1840
and 1841, it appears to this louse, that no conference lias been at any ti'ne held or asked
for between the two Houses on the subject of fishery reserves. Thierefore, that the allega-
tions of the said Petition, as they respect the proceedings of this House, are entirely
without foundation.

And whercas, in the sessions of 18.19, 1840 and 1841, as well as in the present, Bills
respecting fisherv reserves have been sent to this louse for its concurrence, froi the ilouse
of Assemnbly, conîtaining several provisions in themselves deened by this -fouse to be
inequitable: And whereas te amendmients made by this House have been repeatedly
reiected bv the 1-ouse of Assenblv, and the Bills which have been sent to this flouse for
its concurrence have reiterated th csane provisions upon each occasion: Resolved, That this
House, consistently with its duty, has been hitlerto unable to legislate on this subject,
althîough thev fully recognize, and are prepared to protect, the rights of fisiernen to
exercise their trade on the fishery reserves of this island.

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing Resolutions be comunîuiicated to his Excellency
the Lieutenant-governor.

g (signed) K. W. Desbrisay, in.c. c.

No. 1i.
Despatch fron'
Lord Stanley ta
Lieut.-governor
Sir 1-1. V. Huntley,
14 JUIY 1847.

-No. 11.-
(No. 27.)

Corr of a DESPATCH from Lord Stanley to Lieutenant-governor Sir
Henry Vere Huntily.

Sir, Downing-street, 14 July 1842.
I HAVE had the honour to receive your despatches, Nos. 33 and 34, of the 22d

of May 1842, enclosing an Address and Petition to The Queen from the House of
Assembly of Prince Edward Island, and a Petition to the House of Commons from
the flouse of Assembly, and also enclosing certain Resolutions on the subject of
the state of the colony adopted by the House of Assembly. These documents
relate to the two questions of the rights of the grantees of Crown land, and to the
fishery reserves in Prince Edward Island.

I have laid the Address and the Petition before The Queen.
House of Commons has been presented to that House.

The Petition to

In obedience to Her Majesty's commands, I have' to acquaint you, for tic
infornation of the House of Assembly, that Her Majesty's Executive Government
must decline to interfere any further in the question in debate between the grantees

of
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of lands in Prince Edward Island, and their tenantry, experience having sufficiently
shown that no beneficial result is to be anticipated from any sucli interference.
The duty of the Government will be limited to enforcing a strict observance of
the law by the contending parties.

On the subject of the fishery reserves, it will not be in my power to submit
to The Queen any acvice as to the answer .which it may be proper for Her Ma-
jesty to return to the Address of the House of Assembly, until I shall be lu
possession of the report of Her Majesty's Attorney and Solicitor-general on the
question of legal right involved in that Address.

I have, &c.
(signed) Stanle~y.

rRINCE EDWARD
rSLND.

-No. 12.-
(No. 37-)

CoPY of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-governor Sir Ilenry Vere Huntley to
Lord Stanley.

Government House, Prince Edward Island,
13 June 1842.My Lord,

I N.vE the honour to enclose for your Lordship's consideration the copy of
a letter I have just received from Mr. Cooper, late Speaker of the Iouse of
Assembly, and which that gentleman had addressed to your Lordshiip in the
original.

I beg leave to point out an extraordinary error in the fifth paragrapli of this
copy, wherein Mr. Cooper states that he actually signed the " three copies" as
soon as they were struck off by the printer; when in reality tiese copies are not
signed in anv handwriting, but have printed upon them, " (signed) William Cooper,
Speaker," and attested beneath in writing as "a true copy, Will. Cullen, Clerk H. A."

I have, &c.
(signed) H. V. Huntley,

Lieutenant-governor.

No. 12.
Despatch from
Lieit.-governor
Sir Il. V. Huntioy
to Lord Stanley,
13 June 184e.

Enclosure in No. 12.

Township 56, Prince Edward Island,
My Lord, North America, 6 June 1842.

TuE anxiety felt by many of the inhabitants of this island, that the representations of the Encl.in No. 12.
House of Assembly on the state of this colony may he favourably treated by ministers, has
induced me to address your Lordship to rectify a-mistake. - The- enclosures will show that I
am informed of a mistake in the Petitions printed, together with a series of Resolutions agreed
to by- the House of Assembly, on the state of the colony, which are forwarded by the
Lieutenant-governor to the Colonial Office.

At the close of the last Session, the clerk of the House of Assembly, and also the printer,
weie considerably in arrears with their work, and to shorten the Session it was ordered that
the Speaker should-wait upon the Lieutenant-governor to deliver copies of the Resolutions
as soon as they could be prepared after the prorogation.

When the House was prorogued I found that the documents which I was to present to
the Governor could not be printed for some time, and I waited upon the Governor to inform
him, and to sea if he would dispense with my attendance, as the documents could be had or
sent to the 'Governor as soon as they were printed, and with this understanding I obtained
the Governor's permission to go home to attend to my farm.

On the receipt of enclosure No. 1, dated the 1i1th May, I went to Charlotte-town, and
found that the Resolutions were not printed, but that the-printers were.ready to begin;' and
as the Clerk of the House of Assembly has the custody of the votes, 1 sent for bim-to-attendt
the printing of the Resolutions and to correct the press, and as soon as three copies were
struck off, the clerk handed them to me as correct for my signature they were signed the
ist1 May, and presented to the Governor the next day.-

And o the 4th June I .received from the Governorenclosure No. 2, poiuting out:that
material difference exists between the manuscript Petition prezented to thb Go ernor by a
Committee of the House of Assembly, and the printed copies presented by me ta hol
Excellency, and it appears the Governor has pointed outthe mistake ta your Lordhigas an
extraordinary circumstance.

506. F3 I received
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PRICE EDWAD I received the last 12 sheets ofthe printed Journals of the House of Assembly by the same
ISLAND. post which bronght me the Governor's letter, but I have no copy of the printed documents

containing the nLtake to compare with the Journals, to know where or what the mistake is.
No. 2 is a copy of my answer to the Governor's letter ; and enclosure No. 4 is a copy of

my letter to the lerk of the Hlouse of Assembly, desiring him to find out the nistake, and to
explain the reasons thereof to the Governor.

The object of the foregoing is to enable your Lordship to discriminate betwixt the Governor's
represention of the mistake and mine; and I submit to any censure your Lordship may
award on the score of ncgligence ; but I beg ycur Lordship will not (without proof> impute
anv intention to me of altering the documents of the House of Assembly to the prejudice of
the Government, or of the interest of the people of this colony.

The Right hon. Lord Stanley, I have, &c.
Her Majesty's Secretary of State (signed) W- Cooper,

for the Colonies, &C. &c. &c. Speaker.

No.1.
Secretary's Office, Charlotte-town,

Sir, il May 1842.
I A&VE been directed by the Lieutenant-governor to acquaint you, that lie has not yet

received the Resolutions passed by the House of Assembly in the late Session, on the state
of the colony.

And as the House in their Petition to the House of Commons in reference to this subject,
have expressed their earnest desire that steps may be taken during the present Session of
Parliament to redress the allested grievances complained of in these Resolutions, it will be
impossible for his Excellency to comply with the wishes of the Assembly by forwarding their
Petition, to admit of its bein< entertained before the prorogation of Parliament, nnless the
Resolutions be placed in hisands without delay. have, &c.

William Cooper, Esq. (signed) T. H. Haviland,
Speaker of the House of Assembly. Secretary.

No. 2.

Sir, Government House, 28 May 1S42.
I PEEL it right to call your attention to a very material difference which exists between the

printed Petition presented by you to me a few days ago, and the manuscript Petition pre-
sented to me by a committee of the House of Asseibly, the former professing to be " a true
copy" of the latter, which is an original signed by yourself, and strictlv corresponds with the
words ofthe same document now appeanng upon the Journals of the House.

It is alniost unnecessary to state, that I have considered proper, in transmitting these docu-
ments, to point out this extraordinary circumstance to the Secretary of State for the
Colonies.

I am, &c.
(signed) H. V. Kuniley,

The lion. the Speaker of the House of Asseably, Lieutenant-governor.
&c. &c. &c.

No. 3;

Sir Henry, Sailor's Hope, 4 June 1842.
I HIAvE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th uit., informing me that the

Petition printed with other documents which I had the honour to deliver to your Excelleicy
is different from the original as printed in the Journals. I am sorry that any mistake should
appear in the Journals of the Hlouse of Assembly, or in the documents forwarded to Her
Ma*esty's Secretary of State for the Colonies ; but as the Clerk of the House of Assembly
holds the original papers of the Votes of the House, I sent for him to attend the printing of
the Resolutions and Petitions, and correct the press, and when he said that the printed copies
were correct, I took it for granted they were so, and signed them, as I had no copies or
originals to compare with.

I have received the last sheets of the Journals by this post, but I have no means of finding
out the mistake; but I have forwarded copies of your Excellency's letter and this to the
Clerk of the House, and he will see the necessity of explaining to your Excellency the cause
of the mistake.

1 have, &c.
(signed) William Cooper.

P. S.-I have enclosed the copy of an apology to the Right honourable Lord Stanley, Her
Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies, which I trust will meet your Excellency's
approbation. W. C.

His Excellency Sir Henry V. Huntley,
Lieutenant-governor, &c. &c. &c.

No. 4.
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PRncE EDWAD

No. 4.
Dear Sir, Sailor's lope, 4 Juae 1842.

You wil] see by the Governor's letter to me, and also of My answer (copies of which are
enclosed), that there is a mistake in the Petition accompanying Resolutions, which I deli-
vered lately to his Excellency to be forwarded to the Colonial Office. - I would understand
by the Governor's letter that the mistake is of importance.

You will soon find out the eause,-and explain it to the Governor's satisfaction, that it may
be corrected at the Colonial Office in England, and prevent any injurions consequences that
might result to the colony.

Iam, &c.
To William Cullen, Esq.

Clerk of the House of Assembly, &c. &c. &c.
(signed) William Cooper.

*No. 13.--
(No. 45.)

Corr of a DESPATCH from Sir Henry Vere Huntli to Lord Sanle3. No. 13.
Govermet ouse, Prince Edward Island, satch fr

Govenmen ElusePrice Ewar Islnd, Sir if. Vere
My Lord, 16 July 1842. Huntley to

WIrr reference to my despatch of the 13th June, No. 37, respecting the Lord Stanley,
discrepancy existing betweent the manuscript and the printed Petitions of the
late house of Assembly to the House of Commons, I have the honour to lay
before your Lordship an explanation which bas been sent to me by the clerk
of the former, who had received directions to do so by the late Speaker;
Wm. Cooper, Esq.

I have, &c.
(signed) H. V. Kuntley, Lieut.-gov.

Enclosure in No. 13.
Sir, Charlotte-town, 5 July 1842.

HEREWITH 1 have the honour to band you, for the information of his Excellency the
Lieutenant-governor, a transcript of. the Petition of the late Bouse of Assembly to the
Imperial Parliament, on the subject of the fishery reserves.

That any discrepancy should have occurred between the engrossed copy and the printed
Journals is to me a matter of sincere regret; an interpolation, I find, however, has been
surreptitiously made in the original draft of the Petition; viz., the*term " Conference" has
been struck out, and the vords " by means of amendruents" are substituted in lieu thereof;
which alteration I believe to have been unauthorized by either the Speaker or the House of
Assembly.

That a procedure of the kind referred to should have been doue by a Member of the
Hfouse of Assembly vould appear to me utterly inconceivable; but I an in duty compelled
to state, that such bas been actually the case, as there is no room for doubt that theaccompanying engrossed copy of the Petition literally corresponds with the original docu-
ment in my possession, as it stood at the time of setting up the printed Journals.

The Hon. T. H. Haviland,
Colonial Secretary, &c. &c. &c.

Encl. in No. 13.

I have, &c.

(signed) W. Cullen,
Clerk, House of Assembly.


