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. INTRODUCTION.

-PARTLY to interest the members of a family, and

partly for the sake of preserving, for future his-
torians of Canada, some additional records of a memor-
able time, the publication of these letters was taken
in hand. If the explanatory notes have grown to a
medest volume, it is because it is thought that the
reader may, perhaps, share the absorbing interest the
writer felt in tracing the historical bearing of the in-
cidents referred to in the letters. They range over a
period from 1805 to 1815, and give a faithful picture
of an epoch of Canadian History, which, overshadowed
as it was at the time by the great events then passing
in Europe, has now a deeper significance for us- Cana-
dians than the contemporary triumphs of Salamanca
and Waterloo.

The earlier letters are simnple ones, written by
school-boys to their father, with his replies; but so
small®as society in Upper Canada, that almost all the
names mentioned. are, in some way or other, interwo-
ven with its history.

The letters from England in 1811, and 1812 are
placed in the collection because they relate to the state
of affairs there, and bring vividly before us the condi-
tion of both England and Canada, just prior to the de-




INTRODUCTION.

claration of war by the United States. The pictures
these letters give of the times in which they are written
are the impressions of a youth striving%o eéhronicle for
- father and mother, in distant Canada, events of the
great world beyond the sea.
We see London in the days of the Regency, when
Napoleon ruled Europe, and Wellington was earning

isfirst laurels, when Siddons still reigned at Drury
Lane, aid_Scott and Byron walked through London
‘ streets. ' )

Now and then flit across the pages the names of the
great personages of the day, and Vauxhall is lighted up
at a birthday fete for the Duke of Clarence, and the
little Princess Charlotte drives through Kensington
Gardens on a Sunday afternoon ; and there are a Lord
Mayor’s show, and a Mansion House ball, and many
other festivities, which, to a young Canadian whose
life had sbeen spent in<‘Little York,” seemed very -
wonderful. We are told, too, of the famine and dis-
tress that then prevailed in England from the stoppage
of the trade of the country, and of the smothered dis-
content of the people at the Ministry of the day, whose
“ QOrders in Council,” they thought, had caused the
trouble. \

Then the scene changes, and the next letters are
full of details of battlds fought and hardships endured,
when Canada was a byttle-field, and the whole land
from the St. Clair‘to QJuebec was in peril. .

There is so much to be proud of in the war of 1812,
that its events cannot be too strongly dwelt upon ; not :
in order to stir. up old animosities, nor to revive a spirit .
of antagonism towards our kin beyond the border, but i
to inspire every Canadian with a feeling of pride in
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his country, and of grateful admiration for throse who

saved the land in its hour of need.

-# As-we have reached the last decade of our century,
- it is well to look back on those footprints stained with
blood, that marked its beginning. The shoxes of Lake
Erie, of Huron, and of Ontario, the banks of the
Niagara and the St. Lawrence, are full of associations
for those who have followed the fortunes of the little
band of heroes, that for three years held the frontier
against enormous odds. Every home in the land gave
husband; or brother, or son, to the country’s service,
and had it not been for the martial spirit aroused in
the people, the efforts of the small body of regular
‘**8oldiers then in Canada, would have been useless.

“It-is not intended in this chronicle to give a minute
his%ory of the war, which would include many other
gallant fights on land and sea.

The public events, described in the letters, form the
thread of the story, and lead us on from scene to
scene, in the tangled web of the drama of ¢ The Three
Years’ War.”

The details given in the letters are the more valu-
able, because, of that time there are but few contem-
porary records preserved. There was no daily paper,
- then, no local reporter to picture each passing event.
B There are but few survivors now of those who bore a

} - part in the gallant deeds, and bitter trials, that distin-
guished the first years of this century in Canada.

s ‘ Here is the land,
Shaggy with wood,
With its-old valley,
Mound, and flood,
But the heritors !
Fled like the flood’s foam.”

‘.
.
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It has been a labour of love to collect these memo-
rials of an honoured father. Perhaps their publication
may lead other descendants of the pioneers of this
country to seatch in dusty boxes, and ancient desks,
for other records of these ¢ days that are no more.”
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CHAPTER 1.
A HUNDRED YEARS AGO. ' i
“The great eventful Present hides the Past; but through the din }
Of its loud life, hints and echoes from the life behind steal in.” ‘
Tromas Rmour, to or by whom the greater part of 5
these letters was written, settled with his family in ,
York, now Toronto, in 1797, and was therefore identi- ‘ ;
fied with the place from its earliest years. He was an L

Englishman by birth, from Sherbourne, Dorsetshire,
where his forefathers had lived peaceful arid unevent-
ful lives. An elder brother of his had emigrated to
Maryland in the old colonial days, had acquired a large
property there, and also held an important position
in the Government of that State. To this brother,
Thomas, then twenty years of age, was sent in the year =
1774. Of perils by land and perils By sea, during the :
stormy days of the Revolution, the young man had
his full share, and a quaint account of his many adven-

tures is still preserved in his own handwriting. :
The obnoxious tea duty "’ was still unrepealed, and K
in Bostqn and other colonial ports, scenes of riot and J;
4 3
] 3‘:}?‘5.’:% ;,‘,;




10 TEN YEARS OF UPPER CANADA.

_violence occurred whenever a tea cargo arrived. Mr.
Ridout’s first danger on landing arose from the ¢ tea
duty,” and is told in his diary in the following lan-

guage :—

I took leave of my parents for the last time and
embarked in the Downs, the 4th September, 1774, for
New York, where I arrived after seven weeks’ passage.
In this vessel went also, as passenger, the merchant
who ‘had shipped, a few weeks before, some tea to
Annapolis, in Maryland, against the express rules of
the Convention, then sitting at Annapolis. His anxiety
on his arrival was, I percelved very great, but-two days
passing away, and hearing no news of his tea, he
flattered himself that all things were well. The arrival
of the post, however, undeceived him. He learned
that his tea and vessel had -been burnt by an enraged
populace, and that in consequence of it his life was in
.danger. In an hour’s time New York was in quest of
him. He escaped, but I was in danger of feeling the
effects his indiscretion, to say no worse of it; for hav-
ing, since our arrival, been always in his compa,ny, and
lodging together, I was by many looked on as an
accomplice, and, as such, was forbidden entrance to
the house where I lodged. A gentleman, Hugh Wal-
lace, who was a member of the King’s Council, and an
acquaintance of my brother, hearing of my arrival, pro-
tected me, and by his a.ttentlons 1 was secured from:
1nsu1t

His Maryland brother provided him with capital to
engage in trade with the West Indies and France;
sugar, tobacco and wine were his merchandme, and

. Sindbad the Sailor’s ventures were scarcely more ex-
citing ; for on the high seas between the years 1775
" and 1785, each trading vessel had to run the gauntlet of

|
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privateers bent on capturing prizes, and many a time an
exciting chase helped to break the monotony of. a sea
voyage. In theyear 1787, he set off from his brother’s
house in Annapolis, Maryland, on a journey to the
wesﬁérr;,settlemen’té of Kentucky. On the way, how-
ever, ha and his party were taken prisoners by a party
of Slig;a.hesetlndians on the Ohio, and most of his
companions were slain. His life was spared, either on
account-6f an-extraordinary liking with which he in-
spired one”of his savage captors, who thenceforward

‘became his protector, or because he was the bearer of

letters of introduction from General Washington to

General Scott, from Colonel Lee to General St. Clair; and '

to other well-known men in the western settlement.*

These letters, which were examined by the Indian inter- ‘

preters, may have cansed the Indians to expect a
ransom. ’

It is not the place here to describe Mr. Rldout’

-adventures;t suffice it to say, that, after a captivity of

four months, he was brought to Detroit, then an Eng-
lish garrison. Here the officers of the 53rd regiment
received him as a brother, clothed him, filled his purse,
and as the regiment was about leaving for Montreal,

they invited him to accompany them thither. .Onthe-

way they stopped at Fort Erie and Niagara, and at the
latter place weré hospitably entertained by Colonel

*Theongmdnoftheaelettenmnovmpoummnofhugnndm
Thommcn Ottawa,* -
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. Hunter, of the 60th, who commanded a battalion
there. This officer was afterwards Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor of Upﬁé_r Canada and Commander-in-chief of
the forces in both Canadas.

. They arrived in Montreal about the middle of July,
1788, and Mr. Ridout was kindly received, as his old
journal relates, by Sir John Johnson, Captain Grant,
and Lord Dorchester, then Governor-General, residing
at Quebec. A hundred years ago Montreal was both
a lively and hospitable place, as witness the cards of
invitations to dinners, hops and" assemblies which are
still extant. The ¢ engaging stranger,”” as Mr. Ridout
is named- in a Montreal Gazette of August 21st, 1788,
soon determined to cast his lot in Canada. On the -
26th of May, 1789, he married Mary Campbell, daughter
of Alexander Campbell, a U. E. Loyalist, settled at
_the Bay of Quinte. Soon after he received an ap-
pointment in the Commissariat Dgpa.rtment and re-
moved to Newark, now Niagara.

As an example of what offices were held by one
person in .those early days, the following list is given
of Mr. Ridout’s different employments : —

1792——111 the Commlssa.ry Depa.rtment under
Lieutenant-Governor Simcoe.

1793—In the Surveyor-General’s Ofﬁce " D. W.
Smith then being Surveyor-General.

In 1794—Public Notary.

i In 1794—Sergeant-at-Arms to the House of Assem-
y. : . ,
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In 1796—Registrar of County of York. e
In 1797—Removed to York, seat of Government.
In 1799—Appointed Captain of York Militia.

In 1800—Clerk of the Peace for Home District,
Clerk of the District Court.

1799 to 1800—Joint Acting Surveyor-General with ’
Mr. Chewett. «

Again from 1802 to 1805—Joint Actmg Surveyor-
General with Mr. Chewett..

. 1807—Joint Acting Surveyor-Genera.l on suspen- ¥
sion of Mr. Wyatt, who had been appointed Surveyor- ”
General in 1805, and was dismissed by Lieutenant-
_ Governor Gore. 5

1810—Surveyor-General of Upper Canada. ~J
1811—Commissioner on Claims to Land.

1812—Elected Member of Parliament for West
Riding of York; Member of Corporation for Manage-

ment of Clergy Reserves ; Member of Board for
General Superintendence of "Education.

1823—Member of Board of Cla.il-ns for Losses E!
during war. . .

1824—Called to seat in Leglslatlve Council, Upper i
Canada. 4

1827—=Member of original Board of King’s College, ey
Upper Canada.

PR PR W PR N NS LR SO
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Mr. Ridout was, therefore, closely associated with
the early history of Upper Canada, and his letters
may well take their place among the few records we
have of those primitive days. ‘

The scene opens at York in 1805, when Mr.
, Francis Gore was Lieutenant-Governor. Mr.
Btrachan’s sehool had just been opened at Corn-

LIRS e v zq‘q%ﬁ. Frec iy !



pr T g e g e, R I T ke g et R T e 5 T e LR i T R T

14 TEN YEARS OF UPPER CANADA.

Waﬁ, and there Mr. Ridout’s eldest son, George, was
sent in 1805, and his second son, Thomas Gi})bs, in =
1806. A father’s love placed their boyish -letters

carefully away, and in fair round hand each tells its
little tale.

York, at this date, is thus described by a traveller,
showing what strides it had made in the ten years
since Governor Simcoe selected it for the seat of
Government :—

A long and narrow peninsula, distinguished ‘by the
appellation of Gibraltar Point, forms and embraces
the harbor, securing it from the storms of the lake,
and rendering it the safest of any around the coast of
that sea of fresh water. Stores and block-houses are
constructed near the extremity of this point. A spot
called the garrison stands on the bank of the main-
land opposite this point, and consists only of & wooden
block-house and some small cottages of the same
material, little superigr to tempordry huts. The
house in which the Wieutenant-Governor resides is
likewise formed of wood in the figure of a half-square
of one story in height, with galleries in the centre. It
is sufficiently commodious for the present state of the
Province, and is erected upon a bank of the lake near
the mouth of Toronto Bay. The town, according =
to the plan, is projected to extend to a mile and a half in
length, from the bottom of the harbor along its bank®
Many houses are already completed, some of which »
display a consid®ralile degree of taste. The advance-
ment of this place to its present condition has been
.effected within the lapse of six or seven years; and
persons who-have formerly travelled in this part of
the country are impressed with sentiments of wonder
on beholding a town, which may be termed handsome,
reared as if by enchantment in the midst of a wilder-

-
.
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ness. Two buildings of brick, at the eastern ex-

tremity of the town, which were designed as wings to
a centre, are occupied as Chambers for the Upper ;i
and Lower House of Assembly. The scene from this
‘part of the basin is agreeable and diversified. A i
block-house situated on a wooden bank forms the
nearest object; part of the town, points of land
clothed with spreadmg oak-trees gradually receding
from the eye one behind another, until terminated by
the buildings of the garrison and the spot on which i
the Governor’s residence is placed, compose the
objects on the right. The left side of the view com-
prehends the long peninsula which encloses this sheet X
of water, beautiful on account of its placidity and
rotundity of form ; the distant lake, which appears
only bounded by the sky, terminates the whole.* 3
See Heriot’s *‘ Travels through the Canadas, 1807."” , ,

3
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CHAPTER II.
- LITTLE YORE—CORNWALL SCHOOL, 1808-1809.

Tae first letter, dated Cornwall, 17th September,
1805, is from George Ridout to his brother, and says :—

I have been eight days on my journey from York
and was frightened a little coming down the rapids.
Mr. Strachan has received me, I stay at Mr. Van-
koughnet's.

The next letter is from Thomas G. Ridout to his
brother at Cornwall, and mentions festivities in York
during the winter of 1805-1806. ‘

o, Yorx, 19th January, 1806.

DEear Georee,—We received yesterday your letter
of the 8th January. There is to be a ball given by
President Grant on Monday, the 20th. There have
been three balls given this winter, to twb of which
papa and mamma have been. Whilst they are gone
Basil stays to take care of the house and amuses the
children with stories until 11 or 12 o’clock. The
reason why papa and mamma didgqmot go to the last
ball was that Basil got drunk, and did nét come, so
mamma would not go, because she was afraid of leaving
the house alone. I send this letter to you by a man
named McFee, who is going through to Cornwall, and
sets off the dayafter to-morrow. I should like to know
how you and Sam. Jarvis and John Macaulay and John
Robinson agree. There has been very little carioling

i i s i i
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LITTLE YORK—CORNWALL SCHOOL, 1805-1809. 17

hitherto, but I hope there will be, as it is snowing pretty
well to-da,y

The word * carioling *’ seems to have been generally
used, where we in Canada would now speak of

¢ gleighing B ,)]
The ‘ John.Robinson ”’ mentioned became the dis-
tinguished Sir John Beverley Robinson, Chief Justice
of Upper Canada. .4
It is rather amusing to read now of assemblies and . i
balls, considering the limited soeiety-and sparse popula-
" tion of the little town. However, even as far back as
1798, old invitations still remain to testify to the social
qualities of the early inhabitants of York. Official
dinners took place at an earlier hour than nowadays,
as the following card shows :—

THURSDAY, 28th June, 1798,

The President requests Mr. Ridout’s compa.ny to .
dinner to—morrow (Friday), at 4 o’clock.

« The President " was doubtless Hon. Peter Russell,
on whom devolved the govei:nment of Canada on the
recall of General Simcoe in 1796, and who continued
administrator unt11 the arrival of General Hunter, in

. 1799. : E

The following is another card of that-early period :—

Sunpay, 28th January. o F
.Major Sha.nk requests the honour of Mr. Ridout’s T

ootnpa.ny to Dinner and the Hop on Thursda.y next. Ly

sy | -
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18 TEN YEARS OF UPPER CANADA.
A third invitation runs thus :—

The officers of the Queen’s Rangers request the
honour of Mr. Ridout’s company to a Ball on Friday
evening next, at the Canvas House.

WEDNESDPAY MORNING, Ilt}: December, 1799.

-

This  Canvas Hotge " once belonged to the cele-
brated Captain Cook, \x{nd was bought by Lieutenant- -
Governor Simcoe at thg sale in England of the un-

" fortunate mariner’s effects. When Governor Simcoe
selected York as,the capital, the canvas tent became
his temporary residence. \It is not quite certain
where it was placed, but its site was probably to the
west of the town, near thé old Garrisop Creek. It
18 thus described by a well-known " writer, Colonel
Bouchette :— ‘

Frail as was ité» substance, it was rendered exceed- i
ingly comfortable, and soon became as distinguished B
for the social and urbane hospitality of its venerated
and gracious host, as for the peculiarity of its struc-
ture.

From George Ridout to*his Parents i—
CorNWALL, 27th January, 1806.

We intend to send these letters by Mr. Steele, who -
18 going to-morrow morning, and who comes down
every winter to see his son Abraham. We have three
or four new scholars, all of them are bigger than Mr.
Strachan. There is one who has come from Kingston,
his name is Wm. Grant. Mr. Steele had promised
all the boys who came from Kingston a ride, but
unfortunately the cariole got broke. We came on

. A
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LITTLE YORK—CORNWALL SCHOOL, 1805-1809. 19

pretty well in Sallust and we have begun ¥aueclid.

Mr. Strachan has given us books. Washburne and I

have one between us. The Euclid we have is Sim-
son’s. Tom comes on well in his ciphering and book-

keeping, and is at the head of his reading class, which
is a large one, consisting of twelve or fourteen boys.

He seems to be a great favourite of Mr. Strachan’s, of
which some of the boys are jealous. He always has
his tasks very well and never tries to find excuses for

any, as some of them do. Mr. Strachan asked us to-

night whether Tom had rather be called Tom than

Tam, as he generally calls him. Tom' told him

which, and Mr. Strachan laughed, and when he laughs

he laughs heartily. It has been very cold lately and

ice has come in great quantities down the river, it has

raised the water eight or ten feet. Mrs. Chewett
was not buried at St. Regis as we thought she was,
but back at the River au Raisin. William and James

; stay at Mr. Wilkinson’s, who has three or four
.  boarders.

- From George Ridout to his Brother . —

CorNWALL, 24th February, 1806.

I received your letter of the 18th January on the
12th of this month, but have had no opportunity to
answer it until this morming, when there is a’Scotch-
man going to York, by whom I am writing. We
ag,ve had a mild winter here, and the river has not &

en stopped with ice. I hear that Mf. Weekes has
been making great work. There has been a report
here that D’Arcy Boulton and Jos. Willcocks were
going to fight a duel, but Mr. Willcocks was afraid.

- I would like to hear whether it was true. We have
had church three or four times in our new church,and I
understand that yours is -only clap-boarded. The
first pew went for £30, Halifax cy., and the second for - F
£24, Halifax cy., and the 'whole amounts to £500,

‘Halifax cy. . : - ’
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20 TEN YEARS OF UPPER CANADA.

The next letter is from the father, and mentions an
item of political news.

York, 27th November, 1806.

My Desr Boys,—This is to you both, by an
opportunity I have just met with of a man going to
the Bay of Quinte and from thence to Kingston, for 1
do not apprehend we shall have any more opportuni-
ties for Kingston by water this season. The election
for a member in the place of Mr. Weekes will come
about the Christmas holidays. Mr. Thorpe, Captain
Fulton and young D’Arcy Boulton are the present
known candidates. The Parliament is to meet on the
second of February next.

A e Ml A A 10 TGRS RS AR S I L1525 1 AR U 2 ¥ MBI AP TR o
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The new election spoken of -in this letter was
occasioned by the death of Mr. Weekes, who was
B . killed in a duel with Mr. Dickson, of Niagara, in
b 1806. The East Riding of York, Durbam and
Simcoe, was rather unfortunate in the tragical fate of
its members, the one who preceded Mr. Weekes
having gone down with the vessel Speedy, sunk in
Lake Ontario, with all on board, in 1804. The Mr.
Thorpe mentioned as a candidate; was Judge Thorpe,
one of the puisne Judges of Upper Canada. By
becoming a champion of the people. hé fell under the
v displeasure of Lieutenant-Governor Gore and the
: Government party. According to their code no
; criticism was to be permitted on their acts, however
unjust and tyrannical they might be. The complaints
of the people found expression in memorials from the
grand juries to Judge Thorpe—the ‘‘ Radical Judge,” as

e e i s,

DS B D L G
G AR

$ e

*ﬁi’*

a4 *‘w’-f"‘?\‘ S Mﬁwwmk&fv% ‘5( yﬁ'&* m))_\, ﬁQd“‘"’Mﬁ—‘ f’"‘ o “*‘aﬂi“ g'aﬂ



B 5 T e KTV M T s TR e T e T et e R
N xS il
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he was called—to be by him. laid before the Governor. ‘1
In the election spoken of in the letter Mr. Thorpe was |
successful, and with his election came the dawn of
party politics in Upper Canada, and an organized
Opposition. He was not, however, long allowed to o
hold his seat. Soon after his election, the Grovernor
procured his recall to Great Britain, where he sued p

Mr. Gore for libel and obtained a verdict. He, how-
ever, never returned to Canada, and his subsequent
history was a sad one. As a sort of recompense for
-his unjust recall, he was appoihted Chief Justice of
Sierra Leone. In that unhealthy climate his health
broke down, and he returned to England bearing with
him a petition from the people to the Ministry for the
redress of certain grievances in that colony. For
this second championship of the oppressed, his
appointment as Chief Justice was cancelled, and he
was left to pass the remainder of his days in poverty
and obscurity.

The next letters from Cornwall school shew that
the course of study there was rather a severe one, and
the boys had to sit up very late to prepare their lessons.

L .
e A P R L e T T S B He

CoRNWALL, 10th January, 1807.

My DEar Parents,—I am afraid you may be angry
with us for not writing for so long a time, but there
have been no opportunities. Icome on middling well :
and am going into book;keeping on Monday. 1T got a\
quire of paper to-day from Mr. Strachan, to make my \_‘
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book. Mr. Strachan has not struck me yet, nor has he
been angry. We have finished our grammar and are
learning it by heart every morning. It is very cold
\ weather here and excellent sleighing, and very fine
skating for the boys who have skates. It is snowing
very fast now. We had about a week’s play at Christ-
mas and now and then half-days, but very seldom.
The boys say that Mr. Strachan is going down to Que-
bec to see the Bishop in June, and that the vacation
will be then. The boys had a frolic upon the ice
yesterday with three pecks of apples which Staiton
bought, and after his apples were gone they were as
bad as ever teasing him. We stay up every night till
about twelve or one o’clock and we have got so used to
it that we don’t mind it. We repeat four problems a
week, and I am two from head. The day after New
Year’s Judge Anderson invitedsixteen of the boys down
there, and George and I were of them. He threw about
a bushel of apples to scramble for now and then, and I
got as many as I could carry, and half a bushel of
hickory nuts; and they¥d a'dance, and all the boys
danced except Robert Amferson, his grandson, and I..
George danced very well.. - .~
" I am, my dear parents,
Your affectionate son,

TraoMAs G. Rmovur.

A letter from Cornwall school on the 18th J anuary,
1807, says :(—

Since' I have been in book-keeping I have had to
stay up until two o’clock in the morning. Sam Jarvis
learns his lessons well, and he and Stanton are almost
always head of their class.

e

L The foilowing letter from iﬂr. Ridout, York, to his
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sons continues the story of Mr. Thorpe’s election, and
also mentions Mr. Wyatt’s return to England. This
Mr. Wyatt had been appointed Surveyor-General in
1806, and had fallen under thqudispleasure of Lieu-
tenant-Governor Gore about same time -that Mr.
Thorpe did. Some say it was because of his advocacy
of Mr. Thorpe’s cause, another reason-assigned is that

. he disapproved of some irregular purchase of land

from the Indians.. However it might be, he was dis-
missed and returned to England.

Mr. Ridout to his son, George :—

YorE, 18th February, 1807.

I have received by Mr. Sherwood your letters of
the 12th, 18th and 27th January, together with one
from Mr. Strachan, who speaks highly of your and
your brother’s good conduct and progress in education,
than which nothing can afford me greater pleasure.
Mr. St. George sets off to-morrow for New York, and I
have commissioned him to buy a Euclid for you. I
shall not send your book that you I¥ft behind. If Mr.
Strachan asks for it, tell him where it is, and if
absolutely necessary, I will send it at the opening of
communication by water. I have the pleasure to in-
form you that I am much in favor with the Governor.
He given me a new commission of Sergeant-at-
ms, so that I can execute that office by deputy.
. Wyatt and his wife set out for England about a
rtnight ago by way of New York. There have been
gr ifferences between them, insomuch that he has
frequently tied her hands to the bed-posts, and confined

her in the cellar, with other harsh treatment. Mr. -

Thorpe has hitherto retained his seat in the House,
but since Mr. Sherwood’s arrival I _ux;derstand that
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. the right of a judge to sit therein will b again debated.

Mr. Abraham Nelles and his wife, formgrly Miss Kitty
Ball, have been at our house these five §ays. I write
this at the table of the House of Assem
to send it by the post or a Mr. Roxboro
chant of Montreal, who both intended setting out to-
day, but the weather is 8o exceedingly stormy with
snow, rain and wind that I apprehend neither will

. move.

An item of American news now comes:

Mr. Burr, it is said, is gone from Kentucky to New
Orleans, with 5000 or 6000 men. Political disputes in
the States runs very high. You have, no doubt,
heard of Bonaparte’s success in Europe. Time is big
with great events, but the mind who takes reason
for its guide and places its dependence on an all-
wise Providence is prepared for all events which the
Creator of the universe is pleased to send.

Aaron Burr, an ex-Vice-President of the United
States, had formed a plan to seize the territory
west of the Alleghanies, and to establish there an in-
dependent empire, of which New Orleans whs to be the
capital, and himself the chief. He was arrested in
Febryary, 1807, and tried on a charge of treason.
Though acquitted, his escape was so DaITow, and his
fears of renewed prosecution so great, that he sailed
for Europe under an assumed- name and remained
there for several years in exile and poverty. As to
Napoleon Bonaparte’s successes, he had at the time
(1807), just succeeded in bestowing the crown of Hol-
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land on his brother Louis, and the crown of Naples on
his brother Joseph. He had won the battle of Jena,
and entered Berlin, whence he had issued his famous
“ Decrees ”’ against British commerce, hoping toruin
England by shutting out her ships from every port.

From Thomas G. Ridout, to his Father :—

CorNwaALL, 16tk June, 1807.

Mr. Strachan is building a new s¢ghool-house, about
40 feet by 30. It is to be arched, an®t there are
twelve windows in it. In the meantime he keeps
school in the church. I am now in the surveying
class, and Mr. Strachan gives uga figure to work every
night. We have made oursélves quadrants out of
cherry-wood, which cost us two shillings to -be made
smooth, and we are now in Euclid, Gth book, which is
the furthest Mr. Strachan teaches his boys. Heknows
to the 12th. We are now. making preparations for the
examination, which will be five weeks from to-day.
Some have to make their own speeches, and I among.
the number. The question is, Whether general His:™"
tory or Biography is the most useful? Mr. Strachan

- has now been married nearly two months, he lives in

great style, and keeps three servants. He is a great
friend to the poor, and spends his money as fast as he -
gets it. He is very passionate. =~ - .

" These letters from school at (ornwall recall the
form of Mr. Strachan, afterwards [Anglican Bishop of

the Province of Upper Canais,ﬂ, who at that time,
1807, had been about three years installed at Corn-

wall, ind who lived to see some*of the boys he ruled
over become the foremost men of the Province.
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Mr. Strachan was born at ABerdeen, on the 12th of
April, 1778, and was educated at the grammar school
and university of that plage. In 1797, he commenced
to teach in the little village of King’s Kettle. At this
time he received the offer, through Hon. Richard Cart-
wright and Robert Hamilton, to proceed to Canada to
organize and take charge of a college, which Governor
Simcoe had determined to establish at York, the
seat of government in Upper Canada. Unfortunately,
when the young Scotchman arrived -in Canada in the
winter of 1799, Governor Simcoe had left the Pro-

“vince, and the scheme was, for the time, dropped. Mr.
"Strachan, much disappointed, remained in Kingston as
tutor to Mr. Cartwright’s children. Here he lived for
three years, and then decided to enter the Enghsh
Church, and was ordained pnest on the 3rd June, 1804,
~ by Dr. Mountain, first Bishop of Quebec, and appoint-
ed to the mission of -Cornwall. In 1807, he married
Ann, widow of James McGill, a lady.of considerable
fortune. Through his long life, and he lived until ,h?
- was nearly ninety, Dr. Strachan watched over his boys.
* Many of them were married by him ; a kind pat on the
g head greeted their clﬁ]]dreﬁ‘ as he passed them on the
street, and every year, at stated times, all of his old
pupils within reach were ga.thered round his hospltable
board.
Among the papers of Mr. Ridout was the following
census of the Home District, which possesses much
interest :—

I LRI RINT N WL

Sy s

.

R Tt ‘9«4 v i i B S W Bt Y e el e AR v o



LITTLE YORK—CORNWALL SCHOOL, 1805-1809. 27

Numbers of Inhabitants returned by the Town *
l Clerks of the Home District, Province of Upper ’
Canada, taken in March, 1809 : -

. Males | Females
TOWNSHIP. Men. | Wonfen.-fander 16junder 16| ToraL.
’ years. .| years. |

Town of York. .... 195 162 137 83 577
Township of York.| 175 126 167 150 618
“Scarborough... 34 24 44 38 | 140
Etoblcoke .. 32 27 34 44 137
Pickering......... 40 35 51 54 | 180
Whitby............| 63 43 42 45 | 193

<0 294 234 320 263 | 1111
., 15 60 99 99 333

123 127 258 218 726
79 69 149 128 425

aughan. . . . X
\ hlteghurch a,nd

13 12 29 20 74

16 15 18- 24 73

King...... 777, 45 30 58 .42 175

Toronto .......... . 37 26 65 47 | 185

Trafalgar......... 55 45 71 62 233
Nelson and East

Flamboro’ ...... 80 70 75 70 295

West Flamboro'.... . 55 52 109 98 314

Beverley. 26 - 23 55 37 141

Block No 2 G. R 64 48 71 38 241

Number in 1809 ...| 1501 | 1228 ' | 1852 | 1590 | 6171 °
Number in 1805 ... 1080 | 870 | 985 | 849 | 3784

" Incresse.....<......

421 | 358 | 867 | 741 | 2387 _ |
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CHAPTER III. , i

A | ik Makianited |8 | N

LITTLE YORE, MONTREAL AND QUEBEC, 1809-1811.

In October,.1809, Mr. Ridout obtained leave of
absence, and set out on a visit to his friends in Eng-
land, which country he had left more than thirty
years before. His two eldest sons, George and
Thomas, had now left school, and were in charge
of their father’s office during .his absence. George
was then in his nineteenth year, and Thomas just
seventeen. -

From Thomas to his Father :—
York, 15th October, 1809.

My Dear Fataer,—It was with the greatest plea-
. sure we received your letter from Kingston by Doctor
1 Glennon. Your tender charge to me respecting my
little brothers and sisters I will affectionately fulfil,
and the responsible offices you left to my charge will
" be my pride to execute with diligence, care and punc-
tuality. The Acts I'put on board of Kendrick’s, with
a box of the honey peaches for Mr. Markland; they are
very fine. Winter is coming on very fast, the leaves
begin to fall, and the wild geese fly over thq town to
the southward. We begin to gather in our apples and
our other winter store.

I remain, honoured Father,
Your affectionate Son,
TroMAS G. RmouT.
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A letter dated the 1st November, 1809, announcing
the father’s safe arrival in Quebec, reached York on
the 28th of the same month, brought by a “Mr. Cum-

_ ming,” who, it is mentioned, ‘“ will travel by land .

a8 all travellers donow.” That same November, 1809,
the first steamer was placed on the St Lawrence, viz;
the steamer Accommodation, built by Mr. John

" Molson, of Montreal.
- The voyage to England in 1809 is chronicled in a
letterfrom Portsmouth, and is worthy of notice, as being .
a remarkably short passage for those days, just a
month.

Mr. Ridout writes :—
. 17th December, 1809.

We sailed from Quebec on the 15th November,
under convoy of the Mermaid, Frigate, in com-
pany with twenty other vessels, but the weather
was so severe before we got out of the St. Lawrence
that we separated from the frigate in- the Gulf.
We had a snow storm from the north-east, the
wind then shifted to the north-west, and blew very
heavy, which' carried us to sea. We have not ex-
perienced the ‘least misfortune or accident. The
Everetia is the best vessel I have seen. We were
becalmed a morning on the Grand Bank of Newfound-
land, and caught sixty-two cod fish. Yesterday we
dined on board on a dish of beef steaks, ‘ Quebec

beef.” We have crossed-the ocegn alone, without a
company.

This is italicized as a great event at a time when

crossing the ocean meant peril both to- life and
liberty. '
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From George Ridout to his Father in England :—

YORK, 6th Felniu,ary, 1810.

A few days ago we received your letters dated the
9th November, from Quebec.- Theenclosed packet for
the Governor I took up the next day. As he was very -
busy at his own house, I gave it to Mr. Stanton,.ac-
.qainting him of the length of time it had been coming,
‘he then sentthe letter to the Governor with what 1
had said. I thought it proper to state this, as you
had mentioned in your letter to me, that you had en-
closed to him one of the same pamphlets you sent us,
copies of which had reached this several weeks before.
For some time, no business but the Governor’s was
allowed to be attended to ; different occurrences which
have taken place under the respective Governors and ’
Presidents, are the stibject of these proceedings; it is
thought that Messrs. Thorpe and Wyatt have had some
hand in this. About two weeks after we wrote our
last letter, Tom and I were taken ill of the same fever,
which you may recollect proved so fatal in Whit-
church, and a day or two afterwards, Sally and Horace
were attacked. We were much reduced. Had it not
been for Dr. Baldwin’s skill and attention, good nurs-
ing and pretty good constitutions, I think it would

~ have gone very hard with us. They have subscribed
£200 in York towards a library. Bring me, if in your
power, Commyn’s Digest.

E THIRN BN _RLJ N
-

The pamphlet mentioned in the letter, and of
which we shall hear further, was, no doubt, the one
issued by Mr. J. Mills Jackson, and éntitled, *“ A View
of the Political Situation of the Province,” and
considered libellous, as all such criticisms were, by the
. - . Governor and his party.
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From Thomas G. Ridout to kis Father in England :—

Yorx, 18th February, 1810.

You must not charge us with neglect in not
writing since the 14th December, as that neglect was
caused by a fever which attacked George and me the
same day, and continued from 30th December till
about 20th January. Under Dr. Baldwin’s care, and 3
my mother’s, we recovered, and are now heartier than
ever. The House of Assembly met here on the 1st
inst. There does not seem to be so much spirit for
opposition in them as there has been. Jeos. Willcocks
is greatly curbed by the watch which is kept over his
publications and speeches. There are no assemblies
here this winter, but now-and then a party ball is,
given .in private houses, for they are divided into
two parties. Nancy and Sam went to the Governor’s
ball. We were too ill to go.

1

From George Ridout to his Father in England :—

Yorg, 11th March, 1810.

This packet we send by New York. Nothing very
material has occurred since I wrote you last. The i
Parliament met the 1st February, and is not yet ) [
prorogued, although expected to be in a few days. !
An address of the House of Assembly to the
Governor respecting the pamphlet, signed John
M. Jackson, declaring it to be a scandalous and
libellous publication, pleases the Governor, and is no
doubt* a great satisfaction to him. It has had a no

less contrary, effect upon Jos. Willcocks. When the
question was put whether it was a libel or not, 5
Willcocks and Rogers were the only two dissenting "4

-members, but when the ayes and nays were called for,
they thought proper to rise. Tom has been writing
in the Lower House of Assembly from eight in the
morning till ten at night, and Mr. Boulton has
been so good as to allow me to stay at home while the
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|
Y

session lasts, by which means the Registry Office has

never been closed. From four o’clock in the after-
noon till ten I write in the House ,.of Assembly.

The Jos. Willcocks, whose name appears in this

letter, was another turbulent spirit, who, when Judge

Thorpe was recalled, succeeded him in the represen-

tation of the East Riding of York in the House of
Assembly. ’ ] _

Mr. Willcocks had been Sheriff of the Home

District, but had been dismissed from his office for

daring to express his opinions. He was then returned

to the Legislature, but was impeached for breach of

privilege, and was .cast into the common jail, the

offence charged being that on September 17th, 1808,

Willcocks said members had been bribed by twelve

hundred acres of land each in the October previous,

by the Governor. He was accused of saying this in

R in his paper, the Guardian, and on the public streets.

After his release from jail, he was returned as

member again, and continued to lead the Opposition.

The Rogers mentioned was D. McGregor Rogers,

who had sat in the House of Assembly since 1799,

and was in 1810 member for Northumberland. He

also was on the people’s side,” as opposed to the

Government ; but being more moderate in expressing

his views)\be did not get into such trouble as his
friends J udge Thorpe and Willcocks. ]

A little further news of Mr. Willcocks comes in

the rext letter.

-
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Prom Thomas G. Ridout to his Father in England :—
Yorkg, 12th March, 1810.

My Dgear Fareer,—Three months have now
passed since we received any news concerning
you, but your great distance from us authorizes that
time in some measure. The House of Assembly is to
be prorogued to-morrow; it has been a profitable session
for us, as I wrote in the Lower House a month, night
and day, and have earned ninety-two dollars. George
wrote in the evenings and will get forty-five dollars.
There has been a severe stroke given to Mr. Willcocks
and his party this session, as Mr. Jackson’s pamphlet
was brought before the House of Assembly, by Mr. Mc-
Lean of Kingston, and considered as a gross libel
against this country, government and people, and they
sent an address to the Governor to that purpose, desir-
ing him at the same time tolet the Government in
England be acquainted with the same, for the purpose
of doing away any ill impression that it might

occasion there. ‘

The next letter in the packet is one from Mr. D. W.
Smith to Mr. Ridout. This Mr. Smith, afterwards
Sir D. W. Smith, was the son of Colonel Smith of the
5th regiment, commandant at Fort Niagara in the time
of Governor Simcoe. The son served as ensign and
lieutenant in the same regiment, but left the profes-
sion of arms for the study of the law in Upper Canada.
He was called to the bar there, and with the rapid
promotion usual at that time, was accorded precedence
as Deputy-Judge, was appointed Surveyor-General of
Lands in Upper Canada, a trustee for the Six Nations,
one of the Execnj;ive Council, became a member of the
three first Parliaments, and Speaker of the House in
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two of them. For theseservices he was created a
baronet in 1821. At the date of the letter he had
been for some years residing in England, but evidently
his ambition was to return to Canada as Lieutenant-
Governor. ‘

The letter isdated, Alnwick, 11th April, 1810, and
after some business details, goes on to say:—

There is a rumour that Governor Gore is coming
home, but it seems rather with a view of returning to
Canada. The Duke has said to me that, if he should
not return, and I wish to go out, he will ask the ap-
pointment as a special favor to hlmself but he rather
advises me to wait, as he is not with the present
administration, and mlght therefore, meet with a re-
fusal. Dickson left me on Friday mght last, and is at
the Turk’s Head Coffee House, near Somerset Place.

The ‘“Duke’ was probably the Duke of Northumber-
5 land, whose estates Mr. Smith administered.

Mr. Ridout returned safely from England in 1810,
more fortunate than his fellow-townsmen, Mr. Small
and Mr. D’Arcy Boulton, the Solicitor-General for
Upper Canada, who had sailed in the ship Minerva,
and were taken prisoners by a French privateer, and
carried off to France, where they remained prisoners
of war, at Verdun, until 1815. a

In June, 1811, Thomas Gibbs Ridout set out for
England, by way of Montreal and Quebec, on a visit
to his father’s relatives, and with the intention of re-
maining in that country if prospects of business were

w , good. At that time he was not quite nineteen .years
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of age, but his letters show an observant mind, and
that the training of Mr. Strachan’s school had not
been without good results.

With the usual economy of the time in the matter
of postage, the youth was evidently charged with many
letters, both public and private, to deliver in Quebec,
and also in London, England, which commission he
seems to have faithfully fulfilled. Henry John Boulton,
son of Mr. D’Arcy Boulton, set out from York at the
same time, his intention being to study law in Lincoln’s
Inn, and also to endeavour to procure his father’s re-
lease from captivity.

"The account of the capture of Messrs. Small and
Boulton is given in a letter from Henry John Boulton
to his brother D’Arcy, in York. ‘ .
 He says that his father writes from Cambray on the
11th of April, 1811 :—

That he is qflite recovered from his wounds, and

he is treated with respect proportioned to his rank.
His expenses are about five shillings per diem.

On the 15th July, 1811, the prisoner writes from
Verdun, in France, to his son Henry, who, in a letter
to York, gives the following account of the engage-
ment at sea, which cost Mr. Boulton and Mr. Small
their liberty and kept them in durance vile for three

years, until the close of the European war in 1815 :—

Now for the engagement, which was a very
gallant though unsuccessful one. 'When the privateer
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first came in sight the Minerva hoisted the English

colours, but the privateer hoisted none till she came
within close gun shot, when she up with the French
colours, and gave the Minerva a broadside, which was
instantly returned, and carried away their bowsprit,
with a chain shot. The engagement lasted an hour
and a half, during which the Minerva was boarded
three times, but they repulsed them as often; but the
rigging being much cut, they could not manage the
ship, and the privateer succeeded in getting a grappling
into the Minerva, and boarded it with such superior
numbers, that they were obliged to give it up, sword in
hand. The Minerva mounted four four-pounders, two
six-pounders, with fourteen men, including the pas--
sengers and the cabin boy. The Grand Duke of Bey,
the privateer, fourteen twelve-pounders, and ninety
men, all well armed with musketry. Papa and Woolink
were captains of the two sixes, and, as papa says, gave
them little respite. Mr. Woolink told me that after the
first shot, he felt no more anxiety for his safety than
if he had been playing cards, and that he and papa were
laughing all the time. Small was a little blue, but
fired away with a musket, and said nothing. The
Grand Duke of Bey has taken fifty-six prizes, and is
the finest privateer in the French service. Papa was
wounded, in boarding, with a sabre, in the forehead,
which was very severe, and Woolink was afraid it had
dished him ; but he has, thank God, lived to tell the
story,; and *how many French rascals he fixed for it.
He being very active in the engagement, was supposed
to be the captain by the privateer, and was dragge@
on board alone. He had the precaution to save his
money, but his box was left .in the Minerva. Small
lost all’ his money; a sailor coming up, and giving
him his choice of giving it up or having his brains
blown -out, he chose the former. Small and Wool- -
ink opened papa’s box after the hurry of the battle

‘was over, and threw overboard all his public papers.

~
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To their great joy, the Mzinerva, going into Calais,
ran aground, and was lost, cargo and all.

Mr. Henry John Boulton afterwards became Attor-
ney-General for Upper Canada, and also held the
position of Chief Justice of .Newfoundland for five
years. He returned to Toronto in 1838, and after:
wards represented Niagara, and also Norfolk, in Par-
liament. His second son, George D’Arcy Boulton,
Q.C., practised law in Toronto, and married the eldest
daughter of Mr. T. G. Ridout. .

The first letter from Montreal sounds the first note
of the coming war, and mentions the name of a com-
mander, who was destined goon to take a prominent
part in it. '

From Thomas Gibbs Ridout to his Father at York :—

MoNTREAL, 3rd July, 1811.

There is great talk here of war with the Americans.
The British are provisioniyg Quebec and Halifax, the
41st regiment are continially out on the parade,
marching, forming, filing. \They are 800 strong. I
went on the parade yester : n, looking at
them. The men made-a very fine appeatance, but I
thought the officers almost too young. Colonel
Sheaffe commands. I have been over the whole town,
the streets are full of people. The great bell of the

mm -~ French church roused me out of bed this morhing be-

fore four. Iwent to both markets, and found hundreds
of people there at that hour, with everything for sale ;

ripe cherries, and currants and beans. On inquiring °

my way through the town, not one irt ten could speak
a word of English, and I hear French jabbered in every
house. Henry Boulton stays at Holmes’ tavern, and
will not be ready to go with me.

[
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From Thomas G. Ridout to his Brother at York —
QUEBEC, 5th July 1811.

After a journey of nine days, I arrived at this place,
which far surpassed my opinion of it. There are near
two hundred sail lying in the river, they form a forest
of three or four deep for six miles. I camefrom Mont-

= - . real for nineteen shillings, including provisions, which
: were nothing but a bit of ham and a loaf of bread.
We were shockingly crowded in the boat, there being
ten passengers with their baggage, the crew, and 12 |
barrels of potash. I only delivered Mr. Stuart’s and ;
Macaulay’s letters. I am to breakfast and dine with
Dr. Macaulay on Sunday. He inquired a great deal
about you and his friends at York. John is now a
first lieutenant at Cadiz, and expects after that to go
to the East Indies. James is at Annapolis, New
Brunswick. George has been taking me round part of
_ ! the ramparts this afternoon. There are great works
going on now, round towers and half-moons are build-
ing in front of aH the gates, and the double wall is
continued down thrpugh the Quebec suburbs: They
are in great expectation here of war with the Yankees,
and the works are accordingly carried on with great
industry. There are two or three additional regiments
- expected from England. Montreal is nothing to com-
pare with Quebec in regard to bustle, business or any-
thing else. Consider what the loadlng and unloading
of two hundred sail must make! In coming toanchor,
we padsed close under the stern of the Everetta. She
is the prettiest vessel here. I saw Captain Patterson
on the deck. The quays and lower streets are com- i
pletely covered and crowded with bales and men. g
* One half of the crews of the shipslook to be made up of
13 boys between nine and fourteen years old, nice, smart
i little fellows. I was at the market‘this morning, it
was well supplied with everything, particularly straw-
berries, of which I dare say there were ten or twelve
bushels, nice fresh butter on leaves, gooseberries and
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cakes of all kinds. Better mutton and beef than at
Montreal. .

From Thomas G. Ridout to his Father at York :—

QUEBEC, 6th July, 1811.
This morning I set out to find Mr. Gray,* I at last
found him on the street in company with Colonel Mec-
Donell. He asked me if I was going t6 England, and o
‘said he would get me a passage. After reading the i
Governor’s letter he seemed pleased, and said that a
friend of his is now here who commands the best ship
in the port, and who shortly sails, with his lady for
England, the ship being fitted up and provided in the .
~best manner, he says, will be just what the Governor
meant for me. I am, however, to go on Monday at
half after eleven to Colonel McDonell, and with him in
his carriage to Mr. Gray’s country-seat, and spend the
day. Mr. Gray will then settle how I am to go, as the
fleet does not sail till the 20th. The two letters for ..
Ahe Commander-in-Chief, I left with General Drum-
mond’s atde-de-camp at the castle. There is a gentle-
man here from New York who says that New York.is
not to compare with this place for active business.
About five hundred men are at work upon the fortifica-
tions every day. Another round, tower is building ,
back of the Quebec suburbs, it is said they are to be ;
connected by walls and batteries. There are also half- ok
moons built in front of each land-gate. It istoo ex-
travagant to send letters by post, all one would wish. B4

© From }'homas G. Ridout, Quebec, to his Brother at York, 9th .
July — .

We sail to-night. The transport I goin is a very
fine copper-bottomed ship, carries six guns, and muskets
for the invalids, and passengers and sailors, so that
we are almost as safe. as the frigate, or even safer, as

" aMr Gray was at that time Deputy Qﬁarter—Muter-Genenl.
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she has orders to take us under particular care so that ™. =
we will keep in company during the voyage. Get papa
to write to Dr. Macaulay for the civilities he has shown

" me. Betsy and Mary are very fine, lively and sensible
girls. George is a' good Greek scholar.

From Thomas G- Ridout to his Father at York — s

QUEBEC, 9th July, 1811.

. This evening I embark on board a government
transport called, the Sea Nymph, Captain Robert
Smith, bound for Portsmouth. In the cabin there
are three ladies (one of them widow of Major Andrews,
who died at Niagara). , g

Yesterday, at the mess, the officers talked as if they
wished and expected war. Colonel Shank has his
regiment under very bad discipline. There was a
press-gang came up from the frigate last night and
pressed fifteen fine seaman, all English. I saw the

, . poor fellows marched into the boat by a party of

Tk soldiers. :

From Thomas G. Ridout to hig Father at York :—

3 OrF THE BranDY Ports, 15th July, 1811.

As I inforined you in my last, we embarked on the
9th, but owing to an easterly storm, which lasted
from the 9th to the 14th, we did not "weigh anchor
until yesterday morning at five o’clock, and have just

. now (noon) got to the Brandy Potts, where the Prim-
d rose lies with about twenty sail of merchantmen, and
o twenty-two more are in sight; so that we’ll have a
fleet of near fifty sail. The Sea Nymph is a very
fine ship and has been- a transport these nine<“years,
- § and is well accommodated for carrying treops. #We %
e b have on board forty-two invalids, sixteen seamep, six
5 " soldiers’ wives, four ladies, two servant-woni®t, nine
children, captain, mate and boy, and three gentlemen—
total, eighty-four. But we are not in the least
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LITTLE YORK, MONTREAL AND QUEBEC, 1809-1811. 41

crowded, and have plenty of provisions for two months,
and fifty-five tons of good water. Every morning the
rations and water are delivered out. I am allowed a
ration, which consists of pork, beef, peas, oatmeal,
sugar, rum, rice, flour, butter and English cheese.
The cabin stores are also plentiful, which cost us £10
apiece at Quebec. In the morning we have a dish of
burgee with butter, after that two or three cups of
chocolate, coffee or tea, with biscuit and butter; at
twelve, some biscuit and cheese; for dinner, beef,
fowls, potatoes, pease-pudding and plum-pudding,
cheese, porter, Madeira and port, with pickles; in the
evening, coffee, and cakes and preserves, and at bed-
time, wine and water. There are forty or fifty fowls,
two sheep, three pigs; therefore, I think, we’ll do
very well.

When we left Quebec there were some 250 sail
lying in the river. Henry Boulton is in company
with us on board the brig Salus, Captain Vicker,
bound for Liverpool. The fleet looks beauntiful. We
are all at anchor, waiting for those in sight, who are
coming up fast. We carry six eighteen-pounders, and
have about sixty men on board, seventeen of whom
are artillerymen, and can manage the guns ; plenty of
muskets in-good crder, and ammunition, therefore it
will not be a common privateer that can take us. The
Primrose has us under her particular care.

I gave Governor Gore’s letters to General Gore, to
General Drummond’s aide-de-camp. 1 am so preju-
diced in favour of York, that I think it the neatest
and prettiest place I have yet seen, and St. George’s
house by much the best and handsomest.

The handsomest house in the York of 1811 is still
to be seen in the Toronto of 1890, on the corner of

‘King and “Frederick Streets. It is now occupied as

the Canada Company’s office.
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From Thomas Ridout to his son Thomas in England :—

- Yorxk, UpPER C?ANADA, 16th July, 1811.

We have received your letters of the 29th June,
from Kingston;. 3rd July, from Montreal. -The
letters came to hand on the evening of the 14th
inst. The Governor sent yesterday a message to
your mother that you had set out from Montreal,
and he informed me that he had hopes you would
get on board the sloop of war that was at Quebec.
It is not likely that this will reach you before you
leave Quebec; indeed, I conclude that you are
o now on your way down the river, and with a fair
wind pursuing your voyage. May it, my dear som,
be a fortunate one. The Governor, I am persuaded,
interests himself in your welfare. Make Mr. Watson
and Mr. Oldham your friends. Consult Mr. Prince
in all things. He, after your uncle, will feel most
interested in your welfare. I shall write to Mr.
Prince, in a day or two, to endeavour to send hither
a gentleman for the school, etc.

There was at that time great difficulty in obtaining
both a schoolmaster and a parson for Little York, .

Mr. Stuart having resigned his post in the District
School.-

From Thomas Ridoit to his son Thomas in England :—
York, UprpER CaNADA, 3lst July, 1811.°

‘We received on the 27th the letters you wrote at
Quebec on the 9th inst. I shall write immediately
to Mr. Gray and Dr. Macaulay to thank them for
their civilities to you. It has blown a heavy gale of
-wind from the north-east all the last night, attended
with rain, and the gale continues. John is only
waiting its motions to embark on board the Lady
Gore, for Kingston. Mr. St. George and many others
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LITTLE YORK, MONTREAL AND QUEBEC, 1809-1811. 43

go in her. Mrs. Allan returned a day or two ago
from Kingston. She speaks of your civilities ta her.
John Robinson returned hither with Mrs. Allan.
Whether he remains here or not, I know not.
George is much pleased in his transfer to Mr.

McDonell’s office. No accounts from Mr. Boulton ~

since you left us. Mr. Firth is about to return to
England with his family. He applied to the Governor
for leave of absence, but as he did not obtain it, he
has, it seems, made up his mind to surrender his
appointment, and a sale of all his effects is to
commence on the 12th proximo. We learn that Mr.
Miles Jackson arrived in the Everetta at Quebec, and

is daily expected here. No doubt he will attempt to-

sow discontent, if not sedition, but he will do well to
be cautious and circumspect.

During the last week much grain has been cut
on Yonge Street, and housed, as the weather was
fine. The harvest promised to be exceedingly abun-
dant. I have written to Mr. Adams, the Colonial
Agent; who lives in St. James’ Place, St. James’
Street, near the Palace, with reference to my draft.
Mr. Allan has not been able to give me the cash
as yet. There is not any in the receiving chest,
so that none of the Government accounts due the
20th June last have been paid, nor any warrants
have issued from the Lieutenant-Governor's office.
My accounts of the department, amounting to
upwards of £800, for the last year, passed the audit
on Monday last, but I know not when they will be
paid. Mr. Selby, however, says he expects money
from Quebec. My fee accounts to 30th June only
amount to £21, owing to Mr. Jarvis being without
parchment for his patents till two days ago, when he
received £40 worth. I have, since you left us,
received a very kind letter from Mr. Smith. Pray

send him Mr. Cartwright’s pamphlet, with the two

last Acts of the Legislature. As Mr. Stuart has
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resigned the District School, I have informed Mr.
Cameron and Mr. Small, two others of the Trustees,
of my intention to write Mr. Prince for a gentleman
" qualified, and I have mentioned my intention to the
. Governor, and they all approve of it. A young
gentleman who had taken orders, if he could obtain
the £50 per annum given by the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel, with the school, which
you know is worth £100 per annum, and the good
expectation of a parish here,-would I hope, be
induced to come hither. /I enclose copy of my
letter to’” Mr. Adams,which I request you will
deliver yourself. . :

In another letter from George Ridout to his
brother, dated York, July 381st, 1811, a few familiar
‘names are mentioned.

Allan McLean has been here almost since you
left us. He is 4s great a cgxscomb as ever. I
almost forgot to tell you that Mr. Firth is going
home, and intends selling off everything here,
consequently he never intends to return. He asked
leave of absence, which was refused. Archy McLean
does not know what is to become of him. Mr. Firth
for the hundred guineas was to board him, etec., during
his clerkship. John Robinson returned here two or
three days ago. If they do not all come to Mec-
Donell’s office, I know not what they will do. I am
the only one at present settled among them all.

The “ Archy McLean ” of this letter was afterwards
Chief Justice of Upper Canada.
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VOYAGE TO ENGLAND, 1811. 45

CHAPTER IV.

VOYAGE TO ENGLAND, 1811.

From Thomas G. Ridout to his Father in York :-—

PrymouTs, 10th August, 1811.

AFTER a very pleagant passage of twenty-seven days,
I arrived here this morning, being only seventeen days
from Cape Ray to the Lizard. The three ladies in the
cabin did not agree |three days together, neither did
the captain and officers; but as I took neither side, I
continued on the best terms with both parties. We
sailed before the wind from Quebec to Plymouth
Sound, and beat in vlfn:om the Eddystone. We parted
convoy in thick fog the Banks of Newfoundland
and crossed the ocean alone, being the first sailer in

the fleet. We tly ran one hundred and fifty

and one hundred and ninety miles a day. The only
ship of war on the|seas was the Comet, which
we met on the Banks, land the second I saw was the
Boyne, in Plymouth Bound, of ninety-eight guns.
There are also in the Sound ready for sea four seventy-
fours, fourteen large frigates, and twelve sloops of
war. Admiral Calder commands the Boyne. I also
saw the grand repeating|\ship, the S¢. Salvador, of one
hundred and twenty guns, a Spanish prize ; she lies in
the inner basin, with abdut thirty sail of the line and
fifty frigates, being all of them prizes from the French,
Russians, Spaniards, Dutch and Danes. Thereis also
on the stocks in the dockyard, the Union, of ninety-
eight guns, several seventy-fours, and a greal many
frigates. There was a reinforcement of horse and foot
" sent to Lisbon from Portsmouth three days ago, in two
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46 TEN YEARS OF UPPER CANADA.

hundred sail of transports, to recruit Lord Welling-
ton’s army, which now suffers exceedingly in men,
they having taught the French to fight obstinate
battles. The transports carry out British troops and
bring home French prisoners ; there are now two hun-
dred and twenty thousand in England, about one
hundred thousand in this place and neighbourhood.

I have seen the London papers to the 8th, which say
the King is so deranged that he refuses all nourish-
ment, and .say that he’ll starve himself to put. an end
to his sufferings ; and it is suspected that the physicians
are obliged to use him as all others in his mind are, to
compel him to eat. I am in dread of the war with
America, which is daily expected here, seventeen
Americans being condemned the other day in this port.
The French have taken but one merchantman these
three months. As I have before written, our ship put
in here for convoy,and none sailing before the 18th,
determined me to go ashore and ride to London. The
distance is two hundred and fifteen miles, and I have
taken the outside of the stage, which starts to-morrow
morning at eight o’clock for Exeter. On Monday, the
12th inst., at four in the afternoomn, I shall be in Lon-
don. I am full of hope and fear in regard to my own
fortune in that city. I cannot express my feelings
when I saw the native country of my dear father, the
beautiful and enchanting appearance of which deserip-
tion can give but a faint idea of.

Plymouth is a very curious plate. The entrance
into the Sound is between the Ram’s Head and Moor
Stone, about a mile broad; you then go round a great
rock or island, on which there are three hundred and
sixty-five guns; to your right, or east, is the town of
Plymouth; round a basin, in front is Stonehouse,
where the Governor resides, who is General England,
and where all the public offices are. What a climate
this must be, for the men and women, boys and
girls have universally such a ruddy complexion, which
appears remarkable to-an American like me.
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VOYAGE TO ENGLAND, 1811. 37

From Thomas G. Ridout to his brother George in York :—

p; LoNDON, 22nd dugust, 1811.

My letter from Plymouth, you have, I hope, received
long before this, giving an account of our voyage.
On the 14th July we left Qugbec, Cape Ray on 23rd,
saw England 9th August, and landed at Plymouth
10th August. I took a place on the stage-coach for
myself and trunk. Plymouth is 220 miles from Lon-
don, therefore I would see a great part of the west of
England. On Sunday morning, at eight o’clock, I
took my seat alongside the coachman, from whom I
got a great deal of information. We then drove out
of Plymouth, and passed Lord Burlington’s estate,
and immediately got into the most highly-cultivated
country in the world. The road throughout Devon-
ghire is very narrow, except on Brinkdown and Dart-
moor, being only wide enough for two carriages, and
seems to be dug out of the ground, running between
two high hedges of twelve or fourteen feet in height.

In the course of the day we passed several noble-
men’s and gentlemen’s seats, through the large towns
of Ashburton and Chudleigh, and forty other towns,
besides upwards of thirty villages; passed over the
River Teign, about as large as the Don, and came in
sight of the Channel, and below us, at the distance of
five miles, was: the city of Exeter, lying in a most
delightful vale, forty-four miles from Plymouth. I
saw the two towers of its ancient. cathedral rising
above the town, besides innumerable spires and turrets
throughout the city. It seemed situate in the midst
of a forest or wood. The hedges hereabouts were
planted with rows of trees. At a small distance on
the right, but on s hill, stood an ancient, once strong,
but now mouldering castle, with ivy growing from its
battlemerits and towers, called Courtney Castle, sur-
rounded with a deep ditch and wall, covering a great
extent of ground, built in a square form, with two
great towers. The windows were high from the

Tm
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ground and very narrow. There was a large wood or
forest, surrounding the castle, of elms and oak. At
five we got into Exeter, passed the River Exe, and
drove up to Phillips’ Hotel, opposite the cathedral.

Next morning, being Monday the 12th, at three
o’clock we left Exeter, and breakfasted at a large brick
town or city, called Axminster. We soon after got
into Dorsetshire and passed over Liddon Down, on
which were 100,000 sheep feeding. We now began to
get into a high, dry, flint and chalk country, as this
part of Dorset has very little meadow or pasture, but
great fields of wheat. I saw one field, belonging to
a gentleman, of 5,000 acres of wheat. At noon we
came alongside the Channel, and passed Lyme Regis
and the Isle of Portland; also crossed the Roman
military highway, running from Lyme Regis to Bristol.
It was wide enough for two carriages, with a bank of
earth about eight feet high on each side. We passed
a large Danish camp on Liddon Down, and two large

. square Roman camps with deep ditches. At four we
* dined at the ancient Roman city of Dorchester, which
we entered through a double row of oaks a mile long.
In twenty minutes we left Dorchester, and passed at
six o’clock another Roman military highway, leading
in a straight direction from Poole to London. In the
evening passed the divisiog betweeen Dorset and
‘Wilts, being the ancient division thrown up by the
Saxons between these two kingdoms. We passed
through Salisbury, and saw that most beautiful and
lofty spire.

Tuesday, the 13th, we were passing from seven
to eleven over Bagshot Heath; to our left was
Windsor Park. We crossed the Thames at Staines.
Saw Windsor Castle, with the royal flag flying;
thence over Hounslow Heath, and got within eight
miles of Hyde Park Corner, when, from the number
of people, the carriages going and coming, the close-
ness of the houses and the paved road, I could
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hardly think I was not in London, for it is one long
street, excepting two small breaks. At last, we
entered the city through a great iron gate and frame,
with many lamps upon it. Then to see the height
and regularity of the houses! The lower stories are
nothing but glass on both sides the street, the houses
being in the front supported by iron posts, and the
windows filled with the most curious cut-glass. The
footways were covered with people; you see four or
five abreast continually turning the corners of the
streets, without ceasing one moment. I was very
much tired, being two days and a night in the coach
without sleeping. You would be surprised at the
nicety with which every one dresses here, therefore,
to appear in the fashion, I have got an entire new suit
of clothes in the London cut (very different from the
York), a pair of boots and London hat.

The next day, Wednesday, I walked through London
four or five hours, delivering papa’s and the Governor’s
letters. Thursday night John took me to the Court
of Chancery in Lincoln’s Inn, where I saw the Lord
Chancellor, who is Speaker of the House of Lords,
and a multitude of lawyers, and heard a great deal
of fine speaking. :

Friday, dined with Mr. Watson, who is very civil
to me; he said that Governor Gore is coming home.
At nine I left his house, No. 5 Saville Row, Bond
Street, and came from thete to Paternoster Row,
a distance of two and a half miles, without missing
my way. The lamps id the street and on the bridges
make & most beautiful appearance, and when you are
Zi; the end of ‘along street it looks like a stream of

e. -

On Saturday, I dined with John and George, at Mr.
Hamilton’s country house, at Clapton, near Hackney.
On Sunday, I went to the Prince’s chapel, where Mr.
Prince read the lessons most admirably, beyond any-
thing'I ever heard, and his son Tom preached a most
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50 TEN YEARS OF UPPER CANADA. \)

excellent sermon. I dined, and spent the evening
with that most friendly family, and was invited by
Mrs. Prince to go with her to Vauxhall, on Wednesday
evening, the 22nd August. Accordingly, on Wednes-
day I dined and drank tea at Mr. Prince’s, and at eight
o’clock, in company with Mrs. P. and Betsy, her son
Tom, the clergyman, and Philip, got into a Hackney
coach, and drove to the gardens.

Then follows a description of Vauxhall in 1811.

As you enter you see before you a long arched gallery
open on the right side to the square ; on the left, boxes
for entertainments. The gallery is about fifteen feet
high and twenty wide, and surrounds a very large
square closed on two sides. On the arched ceiling are
hung the ]g ps upon chains, which cross the roof
backward and forward. They are made of coloured
glass, yellow, blue and red, and are only two or t
inches apart. These little lamps are hungin fe;;m
of about eight feet sweep. The square is full of large
elm and poplar trees, which are joined together by
festoons of lamps, as close as they can hang, and’
coloured. In the midst of the square is the orchestra,
about thirty-five feet in height, and eighteen wide,
which looks like one blaze of ﬁre from the infinite
number of lamps with which it is entlrely covered. It is
made in the form of a temple; the cupola was sur-
mounted by a crown made of lamps, ‘“Duke of
Clarence ” underneath, this being his birthday, with
the anchor, he being an admiral. The front of the or-
chestra was open, and in the second story were about
twenty-five capital performers.

In the intervals, a little boy sang in the most won-
derful manner, also a Mrs. Bland and Miss Ferrer,

beth. famous singers. e sad also martial music
from the Duke of York’s band.

We walked out one side of the square, and came
into a great temple,- which glittered with lamps.
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The walls were surrounded with flags of\diﬁ'erent
nations. In the middle hing three large lustres ; the
lamps, blue, red and yellow. The temple was sur-
rounded with paintings, and avenues branched from
it with long beads of lamps, terminated by a dark
wood through which you could see some fantastical
fairy lights. We walked along, and presently came to
three or four large trees in a dark corner, under which
sat a company of gypsies, smoking their pipes, with
two or three children, and a jackass feeding. Before
them was a fire with a pot boiling, and it was only by
the fire-light we could see them. It was a very com-

‘plete deception.

Going a little farther, we came to a hermitage,
where sat by a table an old hermit reading, his
cat by the fire. Then to the cascade, which is
another deception. We went down a dark avenue
through crowds—it being supposed there were six
thousand in the gardens—and we came to where the
most astonighing fireworks were displayed. At half-
past twelfe we left this fairy ground.

Loxpon, 23rd Auguet 1811.

dderful city on the 13th inst,
y-four days. Next day I deliver-
he letters to Mr. Watson, Woldham, Colonel
: fr. Hamilton, by all of
i,ahd was by Mr. Watson
so/called on Mr. Selby, of the
South Sea House, and delivéred his father’s and your
letters. On Friday I'\went to the Magdalene, and was
received by that real\and best friend of yours, Mr.
Prince, like a son wh¢ had been long away. Théir
son Tom, who is now in orders, is secretary to the

afteX a journey of fort
ed t

* Duke of Brunswick, and tutor to his children. Mr.
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Prince treated me-ofi Wednesday night, being the Duke
of Clarence’s pirthday, to a sight of Vauxhall, which
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52 TEN YEARS OF UPPER CANADA.

I have very imperfectly described to George. Mr.
Amyatt will not be in town this week, so I shall keep
his letter till then.

I am sorry to tell you there is a general stagna-
tion of commerce, all entrance into Hurope being
completely shut up; there never was known a time
to compare to the present, nearly all the foreign
traders becoming bankrupt, or about a tenth of their
former trade. But if a war takes place between
France and Russia, which is very likely, the great
trade formerly carried on with Russia will then
revive, and merchants’ counting-houses will not look
as sohtary as they do at present. Neither will the
Royal Exchange be as deserted, for there are not
above two or three hundred gentlemen now transact-
ing business there. The West India merchants are
nearly -ruined, having no sale on the continent for
their immense quantity of colonial produce, which is -
now accumulating in their warehouses.

Mr. Edmundson and I have just come down from St.
Paul's, we were both up into the ball, which is really
frightful to think of, though I did not mind it then.
The ball and cross stand upon eight iron legs about as
thick as my wrist, and before we could get up into the
ball, we had to climb up those legs, by nptches cut in
them so that by slipping through a person would have
been preclplta,ted four hundred and four feet. From
there I saw the immense cities of London, West-
minster, Southwark—and, indeed, nothing but one mass
of buildings as far as the éye could reach. The deep
ditches of streets with the moving black in them and
the red-tiled houses. We saw Lord Nelson’s tomb in
the vaults of St. Paul’s. It isimmediately under the
dome, and his body .is in the tomb or coffin' of black
marble, which Wolsey had made for himself. Col-
lingwood lay alongside of him.

- 1 have seen Henry Boulton. I arrived here a week
before him. He seems to be mighty busy with Lord

R}
E
-

“—
i
-
!

2

: REIAS & W
e -’a"'&é‘" e, "-r_,.v. » M **4% S *"\'é"‘ iy T o ad



-~

R

- informed me that the.Hon. Captain Gore, 100th

' nected with the infamous Vere Street gang. -
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Liverpool, Mr. Amyatt, and other great men, about
getting his father from France.

Jobn, the other night, took me to the Lyceum.
I have not yet seen the wild beasts at Exeter
’Change, but frequently hear the lions roar on going
past. The King is very ill, and is expected to die
every day. There are six of Dr. Willis’ men who
are appointed to beat him, but they are not allowed
to see anyone. He is entirely deranged, and talked
the other day for twenty-two hours without ceasing.
The Prince Regent is in great favor with the people;”
and it is expected will keep a splendid court.

Sometime ago, Liord Grosvenor,”another npbleman
-and several gentlemen decamped for the -continent,
They were obliged to fly for their lives, being .con-

" Three men were hung at Newgate yesterday morn-
ing; every day two or three robbers .or forgers are
taken up. One of the clerks of the Bank of England
was hung the other day for forgery. Henry Boulton
has lost his watch already. To-day (I shall never be
done writing about what I have seen) I saw from the
top of St. Paul’s Mr. Sadler and another gentleman
ascend in a balloon. They went through the clouds
over Hackney.

From Swrveyor-General Ridout to his son Thomas in
England :-—
YoRk, UPPER CANADA, 11th September, 1811.

I was at the Governor's this morning, when he

regimient, would set out for Quebec -to-morrow morn-
ing, and embark in a frigate immediately for En"glaﬁ‘d,
and that he would take charge of, and deliver.to you,
& letter from me. Captain Gore coming in at the
same time, the Governor introduced me to him, and
be is so obliging as to take charge of this. The
Governor, with whom you appear to be much in
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favour, spok® very handsomely of you to Captain Gore.
I have already informed you how much the Governor
was pleased with your letters from Quebec and the
Brandy Potts. The Duke of Manchester returned
hither yesterday from Lake Huron, by way of Lake
Simcoe and Yonge Street. -I saw-him this morning

' at the Governor’'s. He sets out to-morrow, if the

weather permits, in company with Major Halton, to
Quebec, and probably the Governor will accompany
his Grace thlther, whence he'(the Duke) embarks for
England.

I have given instructions to Mr. Wilmott to lay off
a road from Kempenfeldt Bay, on Lake Simcoe, to
Lake Huron, into lots, and a village at each extremity
of the roa.d which I hope will be executed by

. Christmas.

Having wrote last week to Markle that George

~would be with him as to-day, your brother accor-

dingly set out yesterday on Dolphin, intending to
be with Mr. Markle this morning, and from thence
goes to Niagara, where the Court opens on Monday
next, the 16th instant, and where they expect te
sit for a week. We have had a great deal of hot
weather this summer. Many days, the week before

"last, the thermometer was at ninety-two to ninety-

four. It now threatens a storm from the east.

Mrs. Gough, Hetty Robinson, and Hugh McLean
died about ten daysago; the Rev.John Stuart at about
the same time, and on the 4th instant Dr. Gamble

"was buried. Mr. James Cartwright is extremely ill.

Mr. Whitlow not yet returned. As the congregation

of Kingston -wish that our Mr. Stuart might succeed
. his father as their pastor, it is .probable he will

remove thither. I have not yet seen Jackson.* He
had the folly or assurance ay a visit to the
Govemor—surely with no g

+ This was Mr. Mills Jackson, wlwdmwudl settled on Lake Sunooo,
and Jackson’s Point still bears his name.
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Excellency signified his wish not to see him again.
I have written Dr. Macaulay and Mr. Gray, thanking
them for their kind attention to you. Fail not, my dear
boy, to pay your respects occasionally to those gentle-
men for whom the Governor has been so kind as to
possesses a warm and gemerous
well persuaded will not neglect

those whom he Ras once taken by the hand without -

very good reasonl. Men of his. warmth of temper
are of generous\ minds, they may sometimes be
imposed upon, but never do things by halves. I
am extremely anxious, my dear son, for your
prosperity, and that you should be esteemed and
beloved by the praiseworthy. I was about to give
you more admonition, and yours is a soil on which
all the virtues will thrive. I shall therefore txan-
scribe from a book of memoranda, written by me
many years ago, ‘‘A father's advice to his son
about to travel.” I believe they are the words of your
favourite Shakespeare.:

“Give thy thoughts no tongue,
Nor any unproportioned thought his act;
Be thou familiar, but by no means vul
The friends-thou hast, and their adoption tried,
Grapple thém to thy soul with hooks of steel.

. But 50 not dull thy palm with entertainment
Of each new-hatch’d, unfledg’d comrade. Beware
Of entrance to a quarrel; but, being in, .
Bear it, that th’ o posédma.ybewmofthee. ‘
Give every man thine ear, but few thy voice ;
Take each man’s censure, but reserve thy judgment.
Costly thy habit as thy purse can buy,

But not expressed in fancy ; rich, not gaudy ;
For th’ spg::rlooft proclaims the man. . . .
Neither a wer nor a lender be,

" For-loan oft loses both itself and friend, .
And borrowing dulls the edge of husbandry.
This above all, to thine own self be true,

And it must follow, as the night the day,
Thou can’st not then be false to any man.”

‘
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o

Mr. Firth goes from here in a day or two, and to
his care I intend committing a packet for Quebec,
enclosing one to Mr. Amyatt, etc. Nancy and Mary
intend writing to you by the October fleet. You see,
my dear boy, that I write to you as though you were
arrived in the land of safety. The public papers will
inform you of the public news. Three parties
of Indians, west of Lake Michigan, have come
hither this summer. The Governor has only seen
one party of them. A party of the St. Regis Indians
are now here respecting their lands, on which subject
I am directed, with Mr. Selby, to see them to-morrow.
No money has yet arrived from Quebec, so that we are

~ distressed for want of it. Government bills are dis-
counted at twenty per cent.
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GOSSIP FROM ‘LONDON,' 1811. 87

CHAPTER V.
g GOSSIP FROM LONDON, 1811

From Thomas G .Ridout to his Brother in York —

Lonpox, 26th September, 1811.

I rroMIsED to tell you how the poor Canadian felt
when London ‘saw him. After riding all the morning
of the 13th ult. over Bagshot Heath, we arrived at the
River Thames, at a large brick town called Staines.
_Here the river is not larger than the Don. It is
twenty miles from London; from thence we saw
Windsor Castle, and the roval flag flying. Next,
entered upon Hounslow Heath, over which We rattled,
and-presently came to a long st?eet eight jniles from
Hyde Park Corner, and drove- through a miultitnde of
waggons, coaches and people in crowds. e drove
through Hyde Pdark gate in high stv]e with six fine
horses, into Piccadilly.

The houses are four or five stones high on each side, .

built of a brown kind of brick ; the lower stories of the
houses are nothing but a long' glass frame, from one
street to another, and‘so thronghout the city, on both
sides, and of the largest 'kind of glass, and the houses
are supported by iron posts. The sides of the streets
are paved with large, square, flat stones, and posts on
each side to keep the carriages off; the middle with
thick, oblong stones, and ronndmg, like our stones,
" but rather muddy. In the middle of the streets stood
a long line of Hackney coaches waiting for employ-
ment ; on each side of them was a long row of coaches,
waggons, carts and gigs, one going down and the other

coming up. The footways were crowded with the -
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London bucks and ladies, dressed in the neatest

manner ; chimney sweeps, coalheavers, porters; fish
and fruit women, with their stalls and wheel-barrows ;
men, women, butcher’s trays, dog-carts, and children,
and old blind fiddlers—racket and riot, jostling, inso-

‘much that I wished myself in the woods again. The

throng was so great that sometimes there was a general

- stop. At last, I landed somewhere in Fleet Street. . .

Merchants have either become bankrupt, or retired;
while they could, from business. Their clerks are all
discharged, and gone into the army or country. Those
merchants who formerly kept ten or fifteen clerks,
now have but two or three. There are now many
thepusands half-starved,, discharged clerks, skulking
abbut London ; in every street you see, ‘“ A counting-
house to let.” -

The foreign trade is almost destroyed, the Custom
House duties are reduced upwards of one half. Of
such dreadful power are Bonaparte’s orders or edicts,
which have of late been enforced in the strictest

_ manner all over the continent, that it has almost

ruined the ¢ommerce of England. The East India
Company have their great warehouses filled With the
most valuable goods, spoiling and wasting, as: England
is the only part of Europe that consumes for them.
Tea and coffee are as cheap here as at York. As for
the West India Company, they are going fast; for
besides their own immenseswarehouses, they have
hired additional ones to the cost of £42,000, which
are all filled with their overplus produce.

‘The Royal Exchange is miserably attended ; no for-
eigners, but about a dozen Hamburgers, very few
Americans. Another thing, there is no coin, or very

sold to the French at the rate of 26s. sterling apiece.
There is'now 4 law against selling guineas, but as long
as the Government keep the value at 21s., while the
real value is 26s., they will continue to be sold, and sent

little, in circulation; most of the guineas have been

e
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out of the country. The silveris no longer the king’s— ——
coin, but is coined by the Bank of England into 5s., *
3s. and eighteen-penny pieces, with these words on,
“ Bank of England token;’’ 5s. passes for 5s. 6d., of
such value is gold and silver, though it is only a
Spanish dollar stamped over. All payments are made
in bank notes, these tokens and signs being only for

¢ change. Neither will the bank give you coin for their
own notes, they having a law in their favour to that
purpose. :

Such a time as this was never known in England. It
is the universal murmur. Whilst the British army in
Portugal are supported at the rate of £35,000 per diem,
which is near thirteen millions & year, this country is
groaning under intolerable taxes, and a debt which it = -
would take a mountain of gold to pay off. It is now up-
wards of £700,000,000; but such a spring has been given
to all public works that it will require something very
extraordinary to make them lie by.

Two or three times a month either a ship of the line
or @ frigate is launched. All His Majesty’s ships are

" very badly manned, though pressing of seamen was
never carried on in such a tyrannical manner before.

I had a bit of an adventure in that line myself, which
you shall have. When I left Plymouth on board the
coach, I was dressed in my blue coat, blue trousers and
black silk handkerchief. When we cametoa town called
Plympton, and were passing through a turnpike gate,
we spied & boatswain and his gang bearing down upon
us. We accordingly stopped, they demanded if we had

passes. The three Danes presently showed theirs—
“ All's well.”” But being dressed as a sailor, I expected (
something. The boatswain then hailed me. ‘“ Where T

is your pass ?” - “I have none,” I answered. ‘ Come
down here.” Down I came from the top, and stood
before his tremendous majesty, the boatswain,and about - K
fifteen of his.old weather-beaten courtiers. * What
ship are you from?” ¢ The Sea Nymph.” ¢ Very 3
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well ; where did you sail from ?” ¢ Canada.” ‘ Aye,
aye, we knows where Candia is. It is in the East
Indies. You were second mate or boatswain’s mate,
Isuppose ?” ¢ Neither.” ‘Then you must be before
the mast?” ‘“No.” ¢ Come, come, my lad, you
can’t sheer off; you must go with us before the
Admiral, on board the St. Salvador, in Plymouth
Sound (130 guns).” I then opened my trunk, and
showed them the Governor's letters. ¢ Oh, sir, we
are sorry for detaining you.” ¢ Yes,” said the old

coschman, ‘ you may beg my pardon for detaining
me this‘half -hour.”

From Tlur{rm G. Ridout to his Sister -—

Lonpox, 26th September, 1811.

I am now in the land of caps and bonnets, kings
and queens, dukes, rogues and princes; but I am
away from mother, father, brothers, sisters, home and
delight, old Towser, Dolphin and all. The sea when
it rolls mountains high, and the gale whistling through
the rigging, seems more at rest than the famed city of
London, bustling and rattling crowds in all directions.
The other day, when the balloon ascended, there were
no less than 200,000 people on Hackney Green. One
can never stop in the streets to look at anything.

From Thomas G. Ridout to his Brother in York .—

LoNDON, 7th Oclober, 1811.

Last month we had a famous fair.jn West Smith-
field, called Bartholomew fair, which was kept up .for
four days and three’ nights without .ceasing, by about
thirty thousand of the greatest blackguards in London.
1 squeezed myself through:it three or four times. The
people were as close as a bundle of sticks. There
were stages erected, plays acted, -all sorts of wild beast
shows, bands of music, dancers, and swinging and
riding machines. together it was a complete tumult.
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Last Sunday Mr. Edmundson and I took a walk up
the Thames to see the Royal Gardens of Kew and
Richmond. They are of great extent,laid out in long,
shaded, laurel walks,leading to elegant Chinese, Roman
and Grecian temples. Dark groves of oak, pine and
‘beech, small plots of grass surrounded by orange and
olive trees, tulips, and every beautiful flower. On one
side of the garden is the Royal Palace of Kew, built
by George 111., ip the style of an ancient castle ; on the
other, in the midst of a wood, rises a lofty Chinese
pagoda of twelve stories, each story having a separate
roof, such as you see on cups and saucers.

After strolling about from temple to temple, and
grove to castle, for two hours, I was very glad to bear
away for dinner to the house of a gentleman of the
name of Manning. We did not leave until late, and
passed through Liondon town at twelve o’clock.

Here'’s a girl rolling her wheel-barrow along, cryin
“ Who'll buy my nice walnuts, two shillings a hundyed
walnyts, very fine wa-alnuts.” An old Negro with a
powdered head and white waistcoat has just come
through London yard with a pan of coals and a dish
on top, with sausages, crying, ¢ Hot, hot, hot.” Now
comes the croaking of a string of Jews, ** Clo’es, clo’es,
any old clo’es!” followed by some little sweeps with
their brush, scraper and bag of soot, crying in shrill
voices, ‘‘ Sweep, sweep, ho!” I must not write any
more nonsense.

~Prom Thomas G. Ridout to his Father —

LoNDoN, 10th October, 1811.
(Not recesved until 22nd June, 1812.)

'I‘had the very great pleasure of receiving your letter
of 31st July, on the Tth, also yours of the 11th

- August and 14th July. Concerning myself, I have

not much to say at present. I don’t thin)l:ift likely
that I shall get any employment for a while. The
@Government offices are filled with clerks and trade is
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at a total stand. In July and August, the merchants
made a desperate effort to get off their goods, and loaded
eight hundred ships, which th?ﬂ sent tothe Baltic for
Russia, Sweden and Prussia,/under an insurance of
forty per cent.” Some were Tost on the seas, others
taken by privateers, and the remainder got into pofts,
where they were immediately seized and condemned.
In consequence, most of the insurers at Lloyd’s have
failed, along with many rich and reputable houses.

Mr. Larocheé hag allowed me to attend his compting
house, and learn the nature of business. I donothing,
but learn a good deal. I have beenwith one of his
clerks to the London and West India docks, the-ware-_
houses of which are filled with goods, and hkely so to
remain. Coffeé, which last year sold for one hundred
shillings and one hundred and twenty shillings per
cwt., sells now with difficulty at thirty-five and forty
shillings. Whenever trade is mentioned, serious
countenances and a shrug of the showlders follow.
I. & W. Jacobs failed for £375,000, and divide about
five shillings in the pound.

Last Saturday, at a dinner, I got acquainted with a
gentleman who is Secretary to the lottery office, and
lives in Somerset House. To-morrow he has promised
to show me how they cut the lottery tickets, and on
Tuesday next will let me see them drawn. This week
he’ll take me throughout Westminster Abbey, on Sun-
day to Foundlmg Chapel, and then back to his house
to dinner; he is a very respectable old gentleman.

I think that' Mr. Firth will repent leaving Canada,
where, if he had remained a. few months longer, the
Governor would have left him without a master. That

think is very probable, his friends being the bla‘.ckgua.rds,
and yours the decent farmers. I am very much afraid
(though it is no honor to my country) -that he will
caﬁ a great majority.

e present times are more trying to England than
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you can imagine. The trade with Europe is com-
pletely destroyed; even smuggling is disccntinued,
a8 Bonaparte punishes that with immediate - death.
- Brandy is now from forty-five shillings to fifty shillings

_per gallon. I attended, with Mr. Laroche, the com-
mercial sale. Not one lot in ten can be disposed
of, and that at a price none but those in the greatest
need would think of, even for damaged goods. The
non-importation law of America will be severely felt
here ; and, in short, poor trade is hobbled and crippled
at all points of the compass.

The proceedings of the Government and armies
you know better than I can tell you. The Prince

. Regent is-much liked, though it is thought he is

.very indolent, which arises from his infirmities, and
they are great. The present ministry, it is thought,
will remain in power, as there are very few of the
Prince’s friends who are not much fitter for the bottle
and a pack of hounds than the affairs of a nation.
From the threatening appearances of the Catholics
in Ireland, Government .have wisely and quietly
drawn the militia from that country, and supplied
their places by a good breed of English militia.
The French prisoners are also scattered throughout
the inland towns. I am very much surprised at Mr.
Firth’s coming to England from such an appointment.
Archy McLean and Sam Jarvis'must find it difficult to
get such another place. John Robinson is likewise
adrift ; and as if fortune had a mind to sport with and

tease Mr. Strachan’s flock settled at York, there is .

not one, excepting Robert Stanton, who has escaped
her sometime vexatious and unlooked-for turns.

I have seen Henry Boulton but once or twice, he
seems delighted with England. From the present.
rigorous state of affairs, there is not the least likelihood
of Mr. Boulton’s release. I believe that Henry receives
promises in abundance from the great men, but that’s
all they are able to give. -
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From George Ridout to his Brother in England :—
York, 19tk October, 1811.

A great :many extraordinary circumstances have
taken place since you left this miserable hole, part of
which you will hear before you receive this. - Among.
other things, Governor Gore has leave of absence for
-a year, of which he has availed himself in embarking
for England with his family. Most probably he is
re-called, as he has remained the usual time of five
years. He promises to see both you and uncle John.
Mr. Firth hds gone also. This place is therefore want-
ing in a Lieutenant-Governor, Puisne Judge, and
Attorney-General. Three very high and important
places to be vacant at one time very rarely happens.
I had almost forgotten that of Solicitor-General also.
Poor Boulton has not -yet been heard of, at least by
D’Arcy. He receéived a letter from Mr. Franklin
yesterday, which he sHowed to papa; it contained noth-
1ng satisfactory, L]b@,/ Franklin neither being able ‘to
tell whether he was alive or not, or, if alive, where he
was. D’Arey is very much distressed about his father.
I think we ought to be very thankful that our father
should have arrived safe, after encountering so many
dangers and difficulties.

I do not believe that there are two thousand
dollars in the town. But I have heard that the

" Earl of Moira, which sailed from this place to-day,
will return with some, which has come up and is
now at Kingston. Mr. Strachan is appointed rector
of this place, in the stead of Mr. Stuart, who gdes to
Kingston in the room of his father. We have reason
to rejoice at the exchange, as thereby we can send
John, Horaece and Charles to school here at less ex-
pense, exclusive, too, of the difference in the characters
of the two nen ; one sociable and cheerful, the other
haughty, sullen and austere.

John McDonnell is appointed Attorney-General for
the time being, in the room of Mr. Firth. Old Ken-
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drick is dead of the dropsy. Jackson is now here, ¢
engaged in mercantile pursnits, distillery, etc. John- ‘
son has made a great many recruits here; among ye
rest, Colonel Graham's son, Bill Crawford, old Mary
Williams’ son, ete. General Brock is President, and
commands ye forces of Upper Canada. Ye 41st regi-

- ment is now here, ye 100th at Three Rivers. '

From Thomas G. Ridout to his Father in York.
Loxpoy} 8th November, 1811.

By the ship Orient, which sails \tbcmorrow for New
York, my uncle and I send these leétters. Yourlétters
of the 26th August I received 18th October. They
are called flying ones, for neverbefore hadthey arrived
under three months. You, no doubt, hear that
things are getting wotse every day. Trade is now at
the foot of the hill :

From Thomas §. Ridout to his Mother in York:—
) 19th December, 1811.

When I first entered this great city, I was as sad
and melancholy as a fish upon the sand, going through
streets where I thought nothing but confusion, dis-
traction and ignorance governed ; meeting one hun-
dred thousand people I had never seen before, won-
dering how these people lived, and how any regular
.business could be carried on in such a tumultuous place. -
With all these ideas in my head, I rode on the stage
through. London, not knowing & single person in this o
great place. Thus was I situated when the coach i
stopped on Fleet Street—all oneto me where, for I knew
not the difference between that and Barbican’s Lane.
The coachman then said I could not go until my fare) %
from Exeter was paid, as my name was not enfered; 3
told him I'd rather stay in the coach a whole day than ¥
pay twiee. At last he let me go, though I now believe :
1t was only a trick to cheat me out ofsomething; and I - o
got & porter to carry my trunk to Paternoster Row,
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whom I followed through crowds, step by step, mind-
ing nothing else, to the door. -

Now I know Longden as well as York, and everything
seems to go on with the regularity of clockwork, and
I begin to know many merchants and others. You
can’t think what honourable company I have been in.
On the 19th November uncle and I went in the car-
riage tb Sydenham,.and dined with Mr. Mariot, a
member of Parliament, a great merchant and agent for
the island of Trinidad. On the 27th, we were all
invited to Mr. Evans’, another rich merchant, and
Amerjcan agent in London. There was a large party of
twenty-two gentlemen, and among them the American
Plenipotentiary to the court of France, just returned

from that court and now American Minister in" Lion-*

don—MTr. Russel.

The moment I cast my eyes on him, I told John,
% There’s a Yankee, for a dollar.” He talked very
highly of Bonaparte, of the splendour of his court, the

regularity and order maintained in France, and many
' curious things relating to Bonaparte. What must you

think of the jewellers in London, when Bony’s new
crown about six months ago was made, and the jewels
set by a famous goldsmith and jeweller in Ludgate
Hill

Ai’; Mr Marston’s I have dined twice with the

Accomptant-General of the Bank of England. The
kindness to me of the Princes is beyond everything.

Tom is a wonderful cleverfellow, I believe I told you
that he is secretary to the Duke of Brunswick, and

tutor to his two children, who, after the Princess Char- >

lotte, are next heirs to the crown. He preaches alter-
nately at St James’ Church in Piccadilly, and the
Magdalene. At St. James’ to a congregation of five

. *~thousand, consisting of most of the nobility and gentry

of that end of the town. .

The Duke of Brunswick mentioned is the one who
fell at the battle of Waterloo. '
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From Thomas G. Ridout to his Father in York . —
: LoNDoN, 18th December, 1811.

It is now upwards of two months since I heard from
home, which has almost worn out my, patience, but 1
now begin to look for the Governor daily, from whom

I hope to receive your letters. I am chiefly employed

at the London and West India Doeks, in shipping,
landing, and warehousing goods, consisting of Brazil
and West India sugars, cottons, East and West India
coffees, hides, tallow, logwood, etc. The East India
Company sell nothing but at public auction in their
house, where they have a very handsome room, with
the statuag of the Governor-Generals and great men
standing %ches around the room. At one end sits
a director ; \before him, inside a railing, five clerks;
at the two outer corners of the table, in pulpits,
stand two auctioneers. Before them, on seats raised
one above the other, almost to the top of the room,
are seated the merchants and brokers. The auction-
eer on the right puts up the lot, upon which the
price is immediately bidden, as.quick as thought ; and

whom the lot is sold. He is always addressed with
great respect, hats in hand, and with a low bow.

L S S S SR

' the one on the left in a few moments sings out the
\ buyer and the highest price, so that in the course of
\ ten minutes they may sell twenty chests of mace, etec.
: The Director sits as judge. Should any difference
‘arise between the bidders, his decision settles to

\I am afraid my stories are too long and minute to

afford you any pleasure, but I know that M. and G.
will be much amused at ?nany things I write, however

well-known to you, and my stock of London manners,

shows .and wonders is not yet spun out.- Almost
every.day I see something remarkable. Previous to
the sale a clerk and I went through the several India
warehouses, to draw samples of the coffee, cotton,
sugar, etc., and I was astonished to see the immense

qusntities of goods'stored. This has been a bisy day
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for us, as we ship to Malta on to-morrow 150,000
pounds West India coffee, and 100,000 pounds Brazil
cotton, from whence it will be smuggled into Italy;
the exports to Malta being now very great, and for no
other purpose than smuggling. The Americans have

the most beautiful ships in the river. The Portuguese, -

from Brazil, are the largest traders, excepting India-

men.

On account of the scarcity of wheat, the distilling

which will cause the great quantity of West India
sugar now lying in warehouses to be in part sold to

the distillers, benefiting both the King's customs and

he_West .India merchants, whose trade before was
hjned, and even in this will be very little bene-
fited. The quantity of tobaceco on hand in the city of

London al¢ne, amounts to 30,000,000 pounds weight,

enough to give a good quid to the whole world.
. I have firequently been in the Bank of England,
the clerkg of which, every Sunday morning; parada\in
Moorfiglds to the number of nine hundred, calling

themgelves the Bank Volunteers. They are dressed

in upiform, and seem to know little bepides putting
heir clothes and carrying a gun.| The Banl
-¢qntinues to issu out bounds,
along - with—a-little sjlver or % 4l for change,
theirs being the only current motieygeen in the king-
dom, so that Threadneedle rags and bank tokens are

now ih the place of good nld guineas. - -
I was at Woolwich and Deptford the other day, and

-went to Colonel Pilkington’s house, a8 he desired me,
- unluckily, he was in London, but Mrs. P. received me
" very politely, and I was invited to dinner, but on

account of the stage, I could not stop. However, that

I should not go away disappointed, she got a Captain

of the Engineers to go about with me. The first
place I went to was the Grand Arsenal and Foundry,
which is a place of about five or six acres, surrounded
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by a high wall, containing many thousand ship, wall
and field-pieces, which entirely cover the whole
ground. They are ranged in- long lines according to
their size, in the most exact order. The brass
pieces in particular were most beautiful. Cannon
balls and bombshells, piled up among the cannons like
small Tnountains, convicts chained to the wheel-
barrow, prison ships, sheer hulks and tenders in the
river, made the poor Canadian think himself out of
his country. I saw the Artillery and Marine Barracks.
The artillery brass field-pieces were mounted on
several hundred fine carriages. - -

I glanced next at the docks. All seemed in con-
fusion, but the noble ships upon the stocks showed, by
their strength, beauty and workmanship, that there was
order and regularity in this tumult. One one-hundred-
and-twenty-gun ship, two eighty-four and three frigates
were grand proofs of industry and art. The one-hun-
dred-and-twenty-gun ship is called the Nelson. Mrs.
Pilkington says Mr. D. {N., Smith is married to her
sister. He is in bad health, chiefly caused by grief
for the death of his son David, who was killed in a
boat sent to cut out a merchant ship somewhere on
the coast of France, in May last. ﬁe went against
the will of the captain, to accompany his friend, the
lientenant who commanded the boat. David was
killed by the only shot that struck them. It passed
through his body, and took the lieutenant's arn off.

The Quebec fleet is now on the coast of England,

the Everetta in Torbay, and some at Portsmouth. I
hear that the Governor has arrived, but I know not
where to find him, and .I am all anxiety to hear.

Surely, my dear father, you have written hy him, for

the longer I am from home, the sweeter and more
welcome is news from that dear spot. I shall see
Henry Boulton to-morrow, who is entered at Gray's

Inn, and inquire something about his father, where -

Mr. Firth is, and what Henry knows of occurrences

2
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at York. I fear that his father cannot be cleared, and
think more and more every day how safe you arrived
in our snug and sheltered corner of the globe. The
French privateers now dash by dozens into every fleet,
and make prizes in sight of the farmers in England.
The other day a company of twenty actors who sailed
for Barbadoes, were taken off Scilly, and carried into
France, which afforded a laugh here. This afternoon,
a8 I passed the Mansion House, a great mob was
collected. My curiosity led me among them. They
were reading two bills posted up, giving an account
of the capture of the Batavia and Java, with the

. number of French killed and prisoners.

The Cqlonel Pilkington of this letter is another
familiar name in the early annals of Upper Canada.
In the Duke de Rochefoucauld's diary, he is men-
tioned as a young officer of the Engineers, stationed
then (1795) at Fort Niagara. The Duke writes, “We

dined-in the Fort at Major Seward’s, an officer'of '

elegant, polite and -amiable manners. He and Mr.
Pilkington, an officer of the corps of Engineers, are
the military gentlemen we have most frequently seen
during our residence in this place, and whom the
Governor most distinguishes from the rest.” ‘

‘

O
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CHAPTER VI.

AMUSEMENTS IN LONDON—NEWS FROM YORK, 1811-181%.

From Thomas G. Ridout to his Brother in York :—

LoNDON, 18tA December, 1811.

YesTERDAY I received yours of the 19th October. I
called this morning upon Henry Boulton, in Lincoln’s
Inn, where he is entered with Foster, Cooke & Frere,
three solicitors of great practice. I found him busy
~at work. He had not yet heard from home, and
everything I told him was new. He complains of
the hard work. The office hours are from half-past
nine till four and from seven to nine in the evening.
For five years yet he will have to continue in this
manner. Altered times for poor Henry! He looks
very well, and is quite a blood.

1 am very glad that you have Mr. Strachan at York.
1 almost forgot to say that Henry and I went to the

Canada Hotel, in the Strand, to see Alex. McDonell. -

He is very well, and was glad to see me, telling us
many things about York, which he left on 1st Septem-
ber. He told us that the North-West Company have
determined to carry their trade through Yonge Streety

of their grant of land, etc. The Attorney-General, .

"Mr. Firth, is in England, though Henry has not yet
seen him. In what a foolish manner did he leave you
when his enemy, the Governor, whom he wished to

_ avoid, cleared out about the same time. I fear from ’

what Henry says, that his father will not be liberated.
The difficulty is so great. They receive regular letters
from him. He is allowed six miles on either side of
-Arras, goes into company, writes in good spirits, and

\ -
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pays thirty per cent. discount for English bills.
James McDonell has come to London to get atcom-
mission in the army. He lodges at some plade in
Bishopsgate Street, and wishes to see me. Governor
Gore is, of course, arrived in town, as the frigate
reached Portsmouth last Friday; but I have not yet
got my letters which father sent by Halton.

Last Saturday, Mr. Edmundson and I went for the
first time to Covent Garden, to see the tragedy of
“Pigarro” acted, Kemble and Mrs. Siddouns performin
the chief characters. On account of seeing the granc
saloons in the upper part of the house, we took s box
in the second tier. It is a wost curious building. The
pit was crowded. The boxes were filled with my lords
and ladies. They arein five tiers, one above the other.
to the gallery, whare the gods and -goddesses sport.
They run entirelf round the house, being supported
b sﬂander iron pillars, fluted and gilt. The boxes are
a.{ao highly ornamented, as well as the ceiling; a
gallery runs at the back of each tier, from which doo
connect\with every box, which are cushioned a;gj
lined with baize. From these galleries yon go into
saloons, whose walls are marble, and ceilings paintings.
There are also many statues of great men, made of
beautiful white marble, standing in niches—Shake-
speare, Garrick, etc. Refreshments are sold in.these
rooms. Mrs. Siddons, the Queen of the Stage, who is
now near seventy years old, mnade her appearance
amid the clapping of hands. Her voice is so powerful,
at the same time very grand. You hear it fairly shout
in the theatre. When Pizarro says,.* Call the guards,
and take that woman into custody,” she said, *“Aye,
call the guards, I say, call the guards.” Putting on
a look of the utmost defiarice and contempt. Her
manner of speaking and look sometimes is very much
like mother’s. I'm in earnest.

I must give you an acconnt of the Lord Mayor’'s
show, on the 9%h of November, which day was ushered

o,
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in by the ringing of every bell in the city, and bars
were placed across the great streets to hinder the
coaches from passing. By eleven o’'clock the crowd
had completely filled up King Street, Cheapside, St.
Paul’s Churchyard, Ludgate Hill, Fleet Street and
Blackfriars. It was with the greatest difficulty I
squeezed myself as far as the New York Coffee
House, back of the Royal Exchange, to put my
last letters in the Orient's bag. In returning, the
mob was rushing down Cheapside, and 1 perceived
the procession turning round the cormer of King
Street and bearing away for Blackfriars. The rich
golden banners of the city waving over the multi-
tude, preceded and followed by the different com-
panies of London. Then came a string of coaches,
reaching from King Street to Ludgate Hill. At ten
o'clock they took the water at Blackfriar's Bridge.
Mr. E. and I then went to Somerset House, and I
obtained the key of the terrace from Mr. Pearson.
Presently we saw the twelve stately barges, glittering
with gold, having five or six flags made of cloth of
gold, most curiously worked, move past us, followed
by hundreds of small boats. There was a covering
over each boat, supported by gilt Corinthian pillars,
on top of which were several bands of music. The
company sat beneath. They were rowed by twenty-
four men—dressed in white, and so they passed on by
" the sound of the trumpet, fire - of smaﬁ cannon, and
martial music, to Westminster Bridge.

At three o’clock they returned in grand procession
to dine at Guildhall, and wishing to see the last of
this parade, Mr E. got a place in the second story
window of a gentleman’s house in 8t. Paul’s Church-
yard. The streets were by this time covered with

ple, 8o that a person might have walked on their

eads. | In‘a little while we saw the vanguard, con-
sisting 'of the West London Regiment, coming round

Ludgate Hill, ing 8 very fine band of music.
e e
|
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Then came the company of Merchant Tailors, of
which the Lord Mayor is a member, dressed in gowns
trimmed with fur, and six men bearing their colours;
followed by "‘the Apothecaries, Clothiers, Stationers,
Goldsmiths, Grocers, and other companies of Lon-
don, with their colours and two bands of music.
Then came the band of the German Legion, mounted
on black horses, next the city colours, and a knight
equipped in Edward the Black Prince’s armour,
mounted on a black horse, his two esquires on each
side, in half-armour, bearing his ancient shield, sword
and lance; a band of music, another knight in shin-
ing brass armour on a white horse, esquires as before;
immediately after .the Lord Mayor, in his coach
burnished with gold, very large, drawn by six horses,
and covered with carvings of the city arms in a most
magnificent manner, having out-riders. The coach-
man was dressed in green and gold. Two footmen
rode behind, and six others walked after the coach,
dressed in gold-laced cocked hats, green coats, with
gold lace four inches broad, scarlet velvet breeches
and white silk stockings. Next came another knight
in steel armour, as the first, then my lady Mayoress
in coach and six, with a band of music ; next came
the ex-Lord Mayor in coach and six, and his wife
in coach and four. Next a very fine band of music,
followed by all the aldermen and common council,

. in their separate coaches. The judges, nobility,

ministry, and foreign ambassadors, gentlemen’s car-
riages, a long list of Hackney coaches, and a London
mob, with night coming on, closed this Lord Mayor’'s
show, which was the most ‘splendid that had been for
many years.

The Strand bridge forms another great sight in

London. It is a curious thing to see the foundations
of such a work. In the beginning, they drive an
oval circle of piles into the river; about three feet
outside of them, they drive another cjose together,
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filling up the space with brick and earth, and throw
some earth on the inside. They then erect a steam
engine, and place two great cast-iron pumps of a foot
in diameter into the enclosed pond, and by that means
draw all the water out. After which, the bed of the
river is levelled, and a frame of oak timber is laid on
the bottom for a foundation, upon which the great

stones are placed by machinery, and so they work dry-

beneath the level of the river, and the arch rises rapidly.
Outside of the first pile, the next arch is begun at the
distance of thirty feet, and to every arch they require
a new engine house. About six hundred men are now
employed, and they increase according to the number
of enclosares, of which they have made four.
DmrymI&ne is also rebuilding, the walls of which
have made their appearance four feet out of ground.
The West India gocks are drawing this great city
down to them. Though they are three miles from
the Royal Exchange, yet there are houses and streets
all the way down excepting about quarter of a mile;
so that from seven or eight miles beyond Hyde Park

corner, to the West India docks, which is sixteen -

miles, and eight miles from north to south, is the
true extent of this over-grown place. New squares,
and hundreds of new houses are continually building.
I am to write this night another letter, as the ship
Jane, Captain Selkirk, sails to-morrow.

From -Sua:?m-amml Ridout to his son Thomas in
© England :—

YORK, UPPER CANADA, 18th December, 1811.

I wrote to you about a fénth ago, acknowledging
the receipt of your letters of the 22nd and 23rd August
"from London. A severe battle has been lately fought
on the Wabash, between the Americans and the %n-
dians, chiefly Shawanese, in which the former lost four
hundred men and latter about’ sixty—the particulars
are not yet made public. I heard of it three or four
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days ago at President Brock’s, who had just received a
letter respecting it from Detroit. 1 send you here-
with a copy of a letter which I received last pogt from
Mr. Adams, the Colonial Agent, and I send also a copy
. of my answer. General Brock has required from me
"~ plans of all the townships in the Province, with the
locations, which will be very heavy work. We learn
that the Solicitor-General is prisoner at Verdun,
France. George has gone this evening to spend it
with D’Arcy. Mr. Strachan has declined coming
hither to replace Mr. Stuart, as he could not get him-
self to be the Bishop’'s commissioner. I therefore do
not know how our school matters will be settled. 'Tis
said a nephew of Bishop Mountain’s will be our rector.
The President informed me that the Prince Regent,
upon an application from the Society for the Propaga-
“tion of the Gospel, has declared that any gentleman
coming to this Province as a clergyman, and who shall
remain in it ten years, upon his réturn to England, if
so inclined, and producing a certificate of his good con-
duct whilst here, shall be entitled to receive one hundred
pounds sterling per annum for life. 1 shall write my
good friend Mr. Prince, on the subject, and I think 1t
would be worthy the attention of a young gentleman,
who-had just taken orders, to comme hither. Were he
here now, the parish and school would be his in all
probability. I shall write to the Governor on the sub-
ject and send Mr. Prince a letter of introduction, if he
) will have the goodness to permit it. A writing master
has lately come hither who, by a new method, teaches
to write a good hand in fifteen lessons. McDonell,
"Horace's master, has paid this teacher £25 to be
instructed, and bhaving obtained it, has broken up
his own school, and has gone to Yonge Street to
teach his newly-acquired art. ,
General Brock intends making this head%ua.rters, and
to bring the Navy, Engineers, and all the departments
s herein the spring. He told me a day or two ago that he
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will build an arsenal between the park and the beach
on the lake ; the Government buildings, or rather the
public offices, in front of Mr. Elmsley’s house; a re-

gular garrison where the Government House now is, -

and a Government House.contiguous to the publie
buildings. These intentions seem to show that he
thinks of remaining with us, for a certain time at least,
but you will not, of course, mention them. I ownI do
not think that Governor Gore will return hither—his
* going home will, I dare say, as Mr. Watson wrote me
on the 22nd August, obtain manyadvantages for this
Province. But if this is not to be a permanent mili-
tary Government, his return hither, I should think,
depends upon himself. I should not be surprised if he
be shortly created a baronet; I owxg.I do not like
changes in administration. You will, I presume, see
His Excellency, he was much pleased with your letters

from Quebec. When you write, send me the British -

Imperial Calendar, price 4s. 6d., published by Messrs.
Winchester & Son, 61 Strand. If my name be
not already inserted in it, let it be done. I havé as yet
seen but little of our new Judge, Mr. Campbell ; he has
rented Mr. Firth’s house.

A Diary Letter from Thomus G. Ridout to his Brother in York:—

BRISTOL, 11th February, 1812.
I begin this letter by saying that I intend giving
you a journal of my country excursion. ‘
I left our friends in London by the Taunton coach,

on the 26th December, at six in the evening, a cold -

frosty night, and in the morning we reached Basing-
stoke, thirty-five miles, and at eleven, we arrived at
Balisbury, distant eighty-four miles, and Wincaston ;
when I left the coach at half-past four, and found
waiting at the tavern old John Collis, who nursed
father when a child, with two of Mr. Ward’s horses.

Old John lashed my trunk on his horse, and I mounted
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a beautiful mare, and bore away for Bruton, distance
five miles. At six I got in, having run one hundred
and nine miles since the last evening. The Wards
were dining out that day, but John came home and
took me to Dr. Goldsboro’s, where there was a large
ﬁfﬁty' Aunt Ward received me with every mark of

indness. She is one of the finest old ladies I ever
saw; though now seventy-three, she is as full of humour
and jokes as a young girl, without any foolishness.
Next morning Mr. Ward presented me with his beauti-
ful mare for my use while in the country.

Sunday, December 29th.—We went to church. In
thischurch-yard of Brutonlie the bonesof the celebrated
Robinson Crusoe, or Alexander Selkirk, round whose
tomb I walked. He was a native of Bruton. This isa
snug little town, containing one thousand five hundred
inhabitants, and is pleasantly situated at the foot of a
number of hills, and has the Brew running through.

On the south side, at the distance of six miles, is a

ridge of hills or high land, the estate of Sir Richard
Hoare, on a point of which is erected a tower to
the memory of Alfred the Great, who on this spot de-
feated the Danes in his first great battle. In the
evening, we drank tea with Mrs. Burgess, where I met
Mr. Stephens, one of the Proctors of Oxford, who was
Mr. Jackson’s secretary at the court of Berlin, and
is now soon to be married to Miss Burgess. Mr.
‘Ward’s silk mills are very extensive, and of the most
curious machinery. He is considered the greatest silk
throwster in thé west of England. - In his different
manufactures he now employs one thousand people,

the 81st, J. Ward, his son
ell, about five miles from Bruton, where Mr. Ward
has an establishment of two hundred reeling silk, and
from thence to a place called Evercreech,*another silk
point. ~

and as he is putting-up new mills at Stowey, he will
have one thousand four hun]dred people at work. On

’ . - ¢
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January 1st,—I walked with Mr. Ward to see the
East Somersetshire Volunteers reviewed, in which he
is a captain. - They went through their marching and
manceuvring very well, but as to firing, the Yorkers
can beat them. " ;

January 2nd.—We mounted our horses and rode to
Maiden Bradley, thence to the village at Hornisham,
both in Mr. Ward’s empldy. Adjoining is the seat of
the Duke of Somerset. Thence we rode to Longleat,
in the county of Wilts, the estate of the Marquis of
Bath. This seat is considered the most noble of any
in England. Our ride from Bradley to Longleat was
on a ridge. To the left was a very rich and beautiful
country, studded with towns, villages and seats. Our
view extended to Bath, Wells and Glastonbury. On
the right was Beckford’s Priory. We galloped on till
we came to Longleat, which we entered -by a grand
gateway. Before us, at a distance of half a mile, was
the mansion, having ‘a grand avenue of trees leading
to it. To the left was the pleasure garden, and on
the right a sloping hill covered with wood, at the
bottom of which runs the river Froome. The build-
ing is four hundred feet square, and four stories high,
with a pond and a boat on the roof. In the park
were about nine hundred deer quietly feeding; some
of them milk-white. The estate is eight miles long
and five wide. We came to a small lake of ninety
acres, dug out, and well stocked with wild ‘ducks, and
& beautiful little sloop upon it. Last year a noble-
man was drowned in it. The house was built three
hundred years ago, of white Bath stone, the top
ornamented with- three domes _and several towers.
The road wound through several clumps' of ‘trees to

" 4he foot of the hill, which we ascended by winding

way to the top, when we camé upon a down, whence
we the whole country and Beckford Tower.
Mr. Beckford is a man of £90,000 a year, and

5 eqiployed Mr. Wyatt to build him a house in the form of
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an ancient abbey. From the. centre rises a Gothic
tower three hundred feet high. The grand entrance
is by the west, at a great mahogany door forty feet
high, the hinges of which are made of brass and cost
£300. His library consists of twenty thousand books.
He has one thousand acres in wood, surrounding his
dwelling, so that only the top can be seen, and the
whole estate is surrounded by a fence of trees, planted
so close that a child cannot enter. There 1s not a
gentleman in England who will visit this man on
account of . his crimes, although he is one of the
cleverest and most learned men in the country.
Neither will he allow a stranger to see his abbey, and
he amuses himself by driving a coach and six over
his grounds. So much for Mr. Beckford. We re-
turned, and dined at Bradléy with John, and galloped
to Bruton, eight milesfr, in three-quarters of an hour.

Friday, January 3rd.—Was an idle day. Spent the
evening at Mr. Burgess’s and won at speculation 12s.

Saturday.—Went out hunting the hare with Dan
Ward, a pack of forty hounds, and about a dozen gen-
tlemen. Came home at two, and rode to the top of
Creechill. ‘

Sunday, 5th.—Went to church, drank tea with Aunt
Ward at Mr. Sampson’s, from thence to a Methodist
meeting.

- Monday, January 6th.—Being invited by Mr. Moore,
wholesale dealer at Shepton Mallet, I set out for that
town with him, which we reached at twelve, eight
miles from Bruton. Shepton Mallet is a large clothlng
1 town, and contains about 7,000 inhabitants. It lies at

- the foot of the Mendip Hills.

Tuesday, January Tth.—This morping, after break-
= fast, Mr. Moore took me to the chief I(%.oth manufactory
in the place. First the wool is well washed, next
cleaned and picked of all particles of dirt. It is then
mixed, and goes through a large carding machine, then

b
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through another, out of which it comes in long rolls.
These rolls are fastened upon thirty spindles, and a
large frame runs themrout to the thickness of a cord.
Then, by a similar machine, it is spun, still finer; and
again by another spun and twisted to its pMper size,
and given to the weavers. One person can weave
about two yards in a day, for which they get ten
pence a yard. The works dre turned by a steam
engine, having an iron wheel of twenty-eight feet
diameter. After the cloth is woven it is beaten in
soap and water for six hours, to cleanse it from the
oil; from that it goes to the'dyers; then it is thrown
over a ‘“ horse,”’ and carded with fine cards, to give it
a grain, or right and wrong side; then to the shearers,
who shear off all the fuz. It is now at last{finished
by the pressers and packers. Each fold i§ pressed
between smooth glazed paper, which gives it a
gloss. Thus are the famous woollens of England
brought to such perfection.

At eleven we left Shepton. for the city of Wells, six
miles distant. This city lies most beautifully upon
the slope of a hill. At the east end, on a rising
ground, stands the ancient cathedral. It is con-
sidered as next to York Minster for the lightness and

beauty of its aisles. The building was founded in.

1150, and was two hundred years finishing; length,
four hundred and fifteen feet, breadth at the cross,
one hundred and twenty-one feet; having two western
towers one hundred and twenty feet high, and a
middle tower one hundred and eighty-two feet,
supported by four grand arches. The western part
has two large painted windows. The outside front is
ornamented by statues of kings, bishops, abbots, ete.
On entering, you see three grand ranges of arches of
a yellow colour, and made of stone. The middle one
is eighty-three feet high. In the cross aisle is a
clock, made four hundred years ago by a monk of
Glastonbury, called Lightfoot. In the library are
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five thousand old books, among the rest, one
on vellum, written in 588, by a monk.

At one I left. Rode on alone to Glastonbury,
distant five miles, and went to the White Hart Inn.
An old blind man took me to the ruins of the abbey.
" We first went to St. Joseph’s Chapel, which joins the
abbey, and is dedicated to St. Joseph of Arimathea,
who, in walking up to Glastonbury Tor, in rear of the
abbey, stuck his staff into the ground, which there
grew and became a thorn bush, and blossomed every
year on Christmas eve. The old thorn is now de-
stroyed, but a tree from it grows in the ruins, and was
then (on the 8th January) in full bloom. The roof of
the chapel has fallen in, leaving nothing but the
walls, on which are carved the sun, moon and stars,
kings, abbots, etc. There is another chapel beneath
this. The arches of the windows are not pointed,
but round, and curiously ornamented. This 1s called
Saxon, and is more ancient than the Gothic. The
ruins of this great abbey are some side walls and four
tottering arches, which seem to wait with impatience

..for old Time to level them. They are covered with

ivy, built of freestone, and appear as if bending with
the weight of years. The abbot’s kitchen is the most

- entire, being the same now as when first made. It

stands about two hundred feet from the abbey, inside
of a great gateway, at which formerly entered pilgrims
from the Holy Land, and out of which issued daily
provisions for five hundred people. This kitchen is
an octagon of forty feet in diameter, with perpen-
dicular walls twenty-two feet high, then finishing in a
cone at the height of seventy feet. The walls are
nine feet in thickness. No wonder the abbet said to
the king, ‘ that he would build a kitchen which all
the wood in the king’s forests could not burn down.”
In the inside are four fire-places and a large oven.

"I dined at Glaston, and returned through Wells to
Shepton. On the road I passed five hundred French

-

-
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prisoners, under an escort of horse and foot, marching
" 'to Stapleton prison, near Bristol. They were mostly
young men, and very much like the Canadians. As I
rode through them they spoke French to me, and said
I had a good horse. Some Poles and Italians were
the finest men of the whole.

Next day Mr. Ward and I went to Sherbourne,
twelve miles. We passed through Pilcombe and
Castle Carey, when we parted company, I taking
the road for Cadbury Camp, a Roman station. The
little village of North Cadbury lies at the foot of a
hill. There I left my horse and walked by the old
fosse or road. This camp was formed upon a large
circular hill with a flat surface of five hundred yards
in diameter, and rises in the midst of a great plain
country. It looks like the Tower of Babel, from
having four to six tiers of breast-works surrounding
it. On the top is a wall of stone and earth, with four
gateways, leading by winding and entrenched roads to
the fort. The ground is very much turned up for
curiosities. I stayed an hour on this Roman ground,
and then-continued my journey to Sherbourne, where
I arrived at two. Passed the * Antelope,” then went
down Cheap “Street, and round the Market Place to
the ““ King’s Arms,” where I left my horse, and went
on to Mr. Willmott’s, of Westbury, at whose house we
stayed.

Monday, January 13th,1812.—Returned to Bruton.
Next day rode to Stourton, the seat of Sir Richard
Hoare, six miles off, and the Pen Pitts. We passed
through a low, poor country, to the foot of the high-
lands; then turned to the right for three miles,
and came to the Pen Pitts, a large piece of ground of
four hundred acres, lying on both sides of a vale, dug
up into great and small pits, ten or fifteen feet now in
depth, and so close together that a man can just walk
between them. They are twenty thousand in number,
and for what, by whom, and in what time they were
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made, neither history, tradition, nor conjecture can
give any true or reasonaBle account. Some say it
was a city built underground by the Britons in which
to hide from the Romans. However, in the adjoining
fields, have been fought some of the greatest battles
in England, by the Romans, Saxons and Danes, and
it was on this spot that the Saxons gave the Britons
their last and most bloody overthrow, which drove
the latter out of England.

We then rode into the park, and through beautiful
rows of trees, along a terrace two miles in length,
among hundreds of deer, till we came to Alfred’s
tower—triangular, built of brick and fine stone, erected
in the year 1760, by Sir Richard Hoare, to the
memory of Alfred the Great, who, on this summit, in
878, planted his standard, and three days after, in the
same spof,-fought and gained his first great battle
over the’ Danes.  Then we went to the pleasure
grounds—a large garden or shubbery, having several
temples in romantic situations. First, the temple of
the muses; next, the grotto, in a cave of which
sleeps a nymph on a couch, out of which issues a
stream of water. In.another cave sat the water god,
with an urn and a paddle in his hand. Thence to
the Pantheon, a round temple, with niches inside, in
which were statues. Amongst the rest, one of
Hercules, worth two thousand guineas, and one of
Lira Augustus, dug up at Herculaneum, and valued
at three thousand guineas.

Next day rode to Stowey, thirty-five miles.

Friday.—Rode to Enmore Castle, six miles from ~
Stowey, a large square castle, built of red sfone,
surrounded by a broad, deep moat, with drawbridge.
The ground all around the castle is upon arches,
under which are stables for three hundred horses.

Saturday, January 25th, 1812.—This morning
was appointed for my seeing Taunton, the county
town of that part of Somerset, distant twelve miles.

°
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At twelve we arrived, and put our horses up at the
‘“Castle Inn,” in the middle of the town, opposite the
market, so called from its being built on the site
of an ancient castle. Two noble gatgways and part
of the walls still remain. This bei rket-day,
we saw the town quite in a bustle. I ains about
ten thousand inhabitants, carries on a great inland
trade, and- i1s the most flourishing inland town in
the kingdom. The people are remarked for their
foppery and dress. It lies on the Panet, which
comes from Sherbourne, passes through this town
and Bridgewater, and empties itself into the sea eight
miles below the last town. In its course through this
last place it sets fifty manufactories of silk, cloth, ete.,
to work. Crossing the street, I met Lieutenant
O’Keefe, of the 41st. He seemed glad to see me,
asked many questions about the girls at York; is
here recruiting; and goes to Portugal in the spring.
He says that Wyatt is in London.

Monday, 27th.—Left Stowey and returned to
Bruton, where I arrived at five o’clock.

Tuesday, 28th.—Rode to Dr. Mitchell’s, where I
spent the day. He showed e his threshing machine,
which does the work of twelve men; his mustard
mills, where he makes two thousand bushels of
mustard in a year; oil mills, annato mills, cider
press, and grist mills, all going by one overshot water
wheel, of twenty-five feet diameter. Having but a
small stream of water, he built a windmill, which
works a great pump placed in the basin below the
mill and pumps all the water which feeds it back into
the mill race. Mustard is worth from fourteen to
twenty-four shillings per bushel. Mr. Ward, C. and
E. came to dinner. After drinking six bottles of wine
and some tea,.the company broke up, and we rode
back to Bgm. On our return, found a party of

young ladiey, and the children made me fulfil my
promise of dancing Indian. So I got down my red
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and black paints, and painted Mr. Ward like an old
chief, then Dan, Bet, Susan, Kate and myself like
Ottawas. ., Then we had an Indian dance, which
mightily pleased the whole company.

> Saturdaypglgbruary 1st, 1812.—Dan and I left
Bruton in st chaise for Bristol, and drove up to
Bellevue, in Clifton, the residence of Mr. Burgess,
who is married to my cousin.

Sunday, 2nd.—Went to St. James’ Church twice.
Called upon Charles Ridout at the fort.

Monday, 3rd.—Went to the Guildhall, Bristol,
where there was a very tumultuous meeting assembled,
to consider who should be their representative in
Parliament. I squeezed myself in. At twelve Mr.
Elden opened the meeting,and said that in consequence
of the death of their late member they were this day
called upon to consider who shotild represent them.
Mr. Protherc]e then, amid acclamation, made a fine
speech, and offered hlmself which was answered by
one Mills, a printer, Jumpmg upon the table and
speaking, "but the noise was so great that not one
word in fifty could be heard. A gentleman then read
an address from Sir Samuel Romilly, soliciting their
support. A lawyer of the name of Coats, a Jacobin,
seconded him, and began a long invective a.gamst
Protheroe, who wished to pass for a Whig, but was a
real Tory at heart; and began praising Mr. Fox, when
by a manceuvre of the Protherites, just at the time of
his highest pitch, a cry of The gallery is falling,”
was set up, and in a moment the crowd rushed
forward and overturned everything, me along with
the rest, when Ifound myself alongside Mr. Protheroe.
So the meeting broke up in confusion. I dined at

the fort with Ridout.
BristoL, Wednesday, 5th February, 1812.

This being the day appointed for a general fast, we
got up and ate a hearty breakfast ; then went to St.
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James’, where Mr. Biddulph preached. Mr. Burgess
then took me to the Commercial Coffee Room,
opposite the Exchange and Post Office. It is a
large room, about sixty feet in length and forty
broad, having a beautiful dome supported by twelve
' female figures. The room is lighted with five elegant
lustrés. There are four fire-places, with three tables
round each. At one end of the room is a clock; at
the other, an instrument telling the wind, a barometer
and a thermometer. This building was built, and is
frequented by most of the commercial characters in
Bristol,—it forms a kind of second Exchange. On
the tables are newspapers from Ireland, London and
Scotland, with different magazines and reviews.

Sunday, 9th.—Went to St. Mary's, Redcliffe, con-
sidered to be the first parish church in the kingdom.
It was built in the year 1276, in the true Gothic style;
length, two hundred and twenty feet; height of
middle arch, thirty-four feet; has eighty windows;
the whole church stands upon arches. The chancel
is paved with white marble. Above the Communion
table are three famous paintings by Hogarth, illustrat-
ing the Resurrection. The paintings cost, with frames
and putting up, £750. Admiral Penn is buried in
this church. He has a very handsome monument
erected to him, over which is placed his armour and
some of the colours of the Dutch sHips which he
captured during the famous Dutch war. We were
also shown the rib of the Hun cow, an enormous rib-
bone about eight feet long. Some stone coffins were
shown, and the musical pillars, which sound like
metal on being struck with the hand.

On my visit 4o Sherbourne, I went to see my old
grandfather’s house. I found it inﬁglins, the hedges
are out of repair, and the avenue gf trees leading to
the house have their tops cut off. I also went to see
the grammar school, which now consists of twenty
boys, kept by Rev. J. Cutler. It was Christmas holi-

'd
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days. A girl came out and civilly unlocked the door.
I walked up and down the room, saw the oaken
benches, desks and wainscoting cut up and carved
with 3,000 names; saw John Gibbs Ridout carved upon
one. I went to Sherbourne church on Sunday, sat
just below the fine old organ, and had a full view of the
grandeur of this Gothic pile, which has stood unmoved
in war and peace, through the storms and tempests
of 700 years, its clustered pillars forming a lofty, deep
arch. The massy walls seem to defy time, and I
think that seven centuries may again roll away, and
this building will remain in a perfect state. After
church, James Ridout showed me grandfather’s seat,
near the pulpit, which I entered—the place beyond
Lord Digby’s. There, on that spot, fifty years ago,
sat my father, in the other corner, grandfather. Here
in this church, for generations, had the family been
christened and buried; but I found myself more a
stranger in Sherbourne than any other town I had ~
been in. James Ridout, being churchwarden, showed
e the parish books from 1540. In 1630 I saw the
name of John Ridout in the vestry.

In after years, Mr. Ridout gave to a street in To-
ronto the name of Sherbourne, in remembrance of
the old English town, the home of his ancestors.
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CHAPTER VII.
A CANADIAN IN OXFORD, 1812.

From Thomas Q. Ridout to his father in York - — —

BristoL, 10th February, 1512.

I wext to Jacobs’ glass manufactéry, supposed to
be the first in the world. We were conducted into a
large dark place, in the middle of which was a c¢ircu-
lar furnace containing five ovens of glass metdl like
melted barley sugar. They put in a long hollow
piece of iron, then take it out and blow and turn it,
giving, at the same time, the shape with the hand,

- and the size, by a pair of compasses; adding, now, for
a wine glass, first the shank and then the bottom.

At five we went to the play. The theatre is built
in King Street, and is a very beautiful building within.
It was crowded beyond anything on account of being
Braham’s benefit night, and we got our places by
mere chance in the side boxes. He is the finest
singer in the kingdom. His principal songs that
night were, ‘“ Though Time has from your Lordship’s
Face,” ‘“ The Bewildered Maid,” ‘“ Said a Smile to a
Tear,” ““All’s Well,”” and ‘“ The Death of Abercrombie.”
You would have been astonished to hear such
singing. His benefit amounted to £200. The farce
was “ High Life Below Stairs,”” and was conducted
with the greatest humour. The manager then came
forward and announced that Mr. Betty, the young
Roscius, had been prevailed uporr by friends to em-
brace the stage again and act two nights in Bristol.
Braham belongs to Covent Garden.

7 .
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Wednesday, 12th February.—1 went to see King’s
Staffordshire ware manufactory. There are fifty people
employed, and every piece goes through the hands of
twenty-three people. Most of the ware is made by
turning, excepting plates, dishes, etc. which are made
by moulds. After turning, it is smoothed and cut into
shape by chisels, then baked in earthen boxes for fifty
hours, and then taken to the dyers, who stamp the
pattern upon a paper. This is then washed off, leaving
a brown print,and the ware is a second time baked, to
bake out the oil and bake in the color. From that it
is brought to the glazer, who dips the cup into a tub
of glazing stuff of a bluish color. It is then for the
third and last time baked. The glazing turns white and:
transparent, through which is seen the blue print.
‘Cups of different colors are painted with a pencil
Every stage is a different trade, to which is an appren-
ticeship of seven years.

I called upon Dr. Small, in Portland Square. He
said his brother did very wrong in signing an acknow-
ledgment of Governor Gore’s just government of the
Province. He said Gore will never return, and Mr.
D. W. Smith will never go out again. Dr. Small is
much like his brother, speaks almost with the same
voice. He says there is no likelihood of getting John
out of France. He and Boulton are at Verdun. John
can’t live for less than £100 a year, learns French,

sees a good deal of company, and writes his uncle
doleful letters.

14¢h February, 1812.—I am just returned from

_ Bath, to which place I went on Friday last, on Mr.

Ridout’s horse. I rode up to the ‘‘Castle and Ball,”
put my horse there, and then teok a letter of intro-
duction which Mr. R. gave me to Matterson, a gentle-
man living under the Piazza to the right of the Pump-
room, who very politely took me to all parts of the city,
through crowds of ladies and gentlemen, who were
lounging through the streets. Some ere invalids,
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_yolled upon little waggons; some flying in sedan
“chairs, up and down, to and fro. The gentlemen
dressed in breeches, stockmgs and dpcked hats ; the
ladies in the most superb manner—pehsges laced with
gold cords and Hussar’s hats, having thré€<Tircles of
gold cord round them, with two great tassels of gold
upon the left side. What is called a reticule, which'con-
tains their pocket handkerchief and work, is hanging
by a gold chain to. the arm, and is frmcred with gold.
I went to the Pump-room, ‘which is very large and
grand. On one side is the pump, where a woman
stands and distributes old King Bladud’s waters to
old and young, sick and well. An old duchess of
eighty and a child of four were both drinking the
waters while I was there. I had a glass; it is very
hot and tastes very mineral. At one end of the room
is an orchestra, where bands of music are continually
playing. The company at the same time walking up
and down in crowds, not mmdmg the music, but
buzzing like merchants on ‘change. At the end of
each tune they clap their hands and kick up a riot,
for what they don’t know.

From Thomas Q. Ridout to his Brother in Yo'r{c —_—

4

v LoNDoN, 12th March, 1812.

I wrote to you from Bristol a long letter by the
Medford, for New York, which sailed 20th February
I remained eighteen days altogether there, amusing
myself riding about the country, going with the girls:
to the play, hearing young Betty and the famous.
Braham perform to crowded houses, seeing the amaz-
ing manufactories; etc. I was at Dr. Small’s two
days, and saw bis church, gardens, etc. When I
left Bristol he gdve me a letter of introduction to the,
Vice-Chancetior of Oxford, which I took advantage of;
and another to John Lewis Esq., of St. James’ Palace.
I am quite ashamed of not answering your letter in

-
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particular, and you may think I have entirely forgotten
Toronto. An American war was much looked for in
England, and I was quite distracted about you all, but
the Yankees seem to have thought better of it. Ihave
seen Alex. McDonell, who says that York is much im-
proved, and that the North-West Company trade will
pass through Yonge Street. He spoke of the general
prosperity of the Province.

Flour will at all tines sell well in England, though
the merchants here limit their correspondents at
Quebec to give only 6s. 6d. per bushel, allowing the
current exchange. Staves sell low. Potash is flat,
and American oak out of repute, by mere prejudice of
these English, who think their ¢“ heart of oak’ supe-
rior to any in the worlds Yellow pine, thirty feet by
fourteen inches square is high. England is destitute
of timber, therefore must always get supplies for her
immense consumption from Canada or the Baltic,
which I am glad to hear is shut, so our timber will, of
course, rise in proportion to the Northern restrictions.

1In all probability, one thousand sail of primte merchant-

men will enter the port of Quebec this summer, as the
merchants here know not where to send their shipping.
Freight out, which very few but regular traders can get,

18 from forty-five shillings to £3 per ton; home at the

rate of £60 per one thousand staves, which are cal-
culated to take up ten tons of ship room, which just
agrees with what Kendrick carries. The reason of
potash being so low is the great decrease in the manu-
factures of this country in some branches, for which
pot or pearl ashes were much used. The markets of
Quebec and Montreal will be again overstocked, and
British goods nearly as cheap there as in London.”
Trade has revived very much within these two
months, though not to compare with former times.

" "Phe taxes are enormous, and land rents at about £5

per acre, and sells for £100 per acre and upwards.
John Ward gave £100 per acre for some land in Glas-
tonbury Vale, it is rented at £7 an acre.

-
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I must commence this second sheet with my
journey from Bristol to Oxford. Accordingly, on
Tuesday, the 26th of February, I left Bristol, having,
the preceding day sent my trunk by the stage to
Oxford, to be left at Cox & Richardson’s, in High
Street. It was a fine day, and the girls got up at six,
and made me take a hearty breakfast, and at parting
each gave me a present—Susan, an elegant silk purse;
Betsy, a watch ribbon, and Jane a fine gold ring. I
took a place on the outside for Newport, distant
eighteen miles, for four shillings and sixpence, which

place we reached at eleven, and drove to the *“ Black .

Lion.” The road led through a delightful country.
On the right, we were bounded by a range of fertile
hills, and to the left, at the distance of two miles, lay
the Bristol Channel, which is here but three miles
wide and runs through a very rich country. On the
opposite side is the county of Monmouth. There are
two ferries here over into Wales—one nine, and the
other twelve miles above Bristol, and you can go over
for sixpence. At Newport I left the stage, and took
the left-hand road, which I followed for two miles,
till I came to the village of Bérkeley, famous for its
ancieht castle, which is now the most entire remains
of ancient baronial power and grandeur in the king-
dom. It is now the residence pf Colonel Berkeley,
Mr. Small’s friend.* The castle is surrounded by a
great moat. The walls are of immense thickness of
stone, and look black and venerable with age. On
going to the castle I passed through Dr. Jenner’s
yard. He lives in this village, where he has a very
elegant house, and a great eagle hopping about
before the door. Berkeley Castle: was built in the
year 1100, and is famous for the death of Edward II.,
who was so cruelly murdered here. The hall was
fitted up in the ancient style, with armour, etc.,
a.:ound it, with a great oaken table and handsome

* Berkeley Street, Toronto, is named after this place.
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seats on the sides; the floor paved with chequered
marble, and the banner of Cromwell’s wars waving
over the chimney; the roof supported by elegant
Gothic rafters like those in Westminster Hall.
Altogether it reminded me of—

“The feast was o’er in Branksome Hall.”

I was shown the dungeon, in the form of a D, where-
in King Edward was confined, and the old iron bed
on which he slept. In this gloomy place was a trap-
door, which let down into the dungeon of death,
twenty-six feet in depth, surrounded by thick walls
and three feet deep in water; a horrid place, where

. the light of day has never entered in for these 700

years, and whence the groans of the condemned wretch
were never heard. In an adjoining room, which was
only different from the dungeon by having a small
window, that poor unfortunate king was put to a cruel
death. The instrument by which he suffered-is yet
there, and looks only fit for such acts. From these
dismal chambers I went to the gay apartments, which
are fitted up in princely style; tables and chairs
covered with gold, paintings by great men, and a
lot of fine things. I must not forget the royal bed-
stead of Richard II., who stayed some time at this
castle. It was put up in 1332, but is now an o 1
crazy thing, and only kept as a curiosity. I saw
Queen Elizabeth’s dressing-room, gold table and look-

~ ing-glass, and her state bed, and a curious cabinet

made of ebony, ivory and gold, 600 years old. The
rooms of James 1., hung with Gobelin tapestry
on cloth of gold, Vandyke’s paintings, etc. The
Prince of Wales’ rooms, gold candlesticks, plate, ink-
stands, etc. ; all the tables are covered with gold-leaf.
I also saw the bedstead which Sir Francis Drake took
with him round the world, made of ebony and ivory,
with his four cabin chairs. The walls of the castle
form the dwelling part, and a stone building divides it

&
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into two courts, one of which formed the grand parade
and the other raised about twenty feet above it, and
surrounded by a high wall, was the keep where the
prisoners who were confined in the adjoining dun-
geons had the liberty of walking. The roof of the
castle is covered with lead. In the centre.rises a fine
look-out tower, where the warlike flag once waved,
and from whence they could spy their enemies at a
distance.

At one, I left Berkeley, returned to the main road,
and dined at a little country inn. As no coach would
pass till seven, I determined, therefore, on walking to
Gloucester, distant eighteen miles, and accordingly,
left the “King’s Head '’ at three, and reached Glouces-
ter at nine. After taking a glance at three or four
taverns, I suited myself at last at a very good one,
where I slept soundly until seven next morning;
breakfasted, and went to see the cathedral, which is
very old, and first built by Osric, King of Northum-
berland, in 650, afterwards partly rebuilt in the year
900, and the west end and south side in 1400, so that
it contains three orders of architecture. It is 444 feet
in length, 100 wide, and the height of the middle
aisle, eighty-six feet. The painted window at the
east end is the largest in England, being eighty-three
feet in height and thirty-six wide. The pillars are
what is called Saxon, twenty-one feet in circumfer-
ance. Here lies- interred, under a most magnificent
chapel, the body of Edward II.; Robert, Duke of
Normandy; and Osric, King of Northumberland.
The cloisters were built by Henry VII., and are es-
teemed the finest of the kind, forming a quadrangle
of trees with the branches, all of stone. The great
gc]?vvfr was built by Cardinal Wolsey, and is 230 feet

g

Gloucester contains about 7,000 inhabitants and is
an ill-built city, having only one good street in it. I
paid my bill at the ¢ White Lion,” took a place in the
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“ Prince Regent,” for Oxford, distant forty-eight
miles, for thirteen shillings, and taking my seat along-
side the coachman, at ten a.m. we drove out of Glouces-
ter. Outside was my honour, an Irish captain in
the 11th Dragoons, of the name of McMahon; a
Welshman, from Ca.ermarthenshire, called Owen
Jones; a lieutenant in the ndvy; an Oxford tailor,.
and a London cheesemonger; a Sherbourne man for
a guard, and a jolly Hampshlre coachman.

We passed at two through Cheltenham, a large
town of 5,000 inhabitants, and famous for its mineral
springs. It 18 a second Bath with regard to its
waters, but not in buildings, which are of brick. It
was full of quality, though, and is one of the fashion-
able rendezvous. A mile from the west end we passed
the hpuse of General Le Fevre, Bonaparte’s favourite,
and fpresently after met the man himself. He is a
tall/handsome, active and well-made fellow, about
tiirty ; he has the countenance of a veteran, a quick
and piercing eye, and walks as if he now commanded
armies. urns to return to France, and feels his
situation vpry jgalling to his ambition.

We changed horses at Frog Mills, eighteen miles
from Gloucegter, and again-at Long Neat, eighteen
miles farther. At nine in the evening, passed the
Burford, seven miles from Oxford, when the mail
coach passed us in fine style, though it left Gloucester
two hours after us, and was to be in London at seven
next morning.

It was a beautiful moonlight night. ‘Three miles
from Oxford we walked up a hill a mile long, and pre-
sently after rattled down into the low.grgunds, which
were covered with water. I could see as we approached
the towers and turrrets of an ancient- city, and the
effect was indescribable. In the course of a mile we
passed over seven stone bridges—over the Isis, Tamar,
and several other streams. Oxford is situated in the
midst of a great meadow or flat, three miles in
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. breadth. At eleven, we drove under the ruins of the
old castle, now the county gaol, on our right, and
Magdalen College on theleft, through Broad Street into
High Street, then turned to the right a hundred yards,
and brought to at the ¢ New Inn,” opposite the Town
Hall, where I left my companions. The dragoon and
lieutenant continued on their journey-—one for Portu-
gal and the other for the Adriatic station. I slept till
seven next morning, when I got my trunk from Cox’s,
dressed myself gay, and inquired the way to Wadham
College, where lived my friend, Robert Stevens. I went
up High Street, turned to the left, passed All Souls’
College on one side, and St. Mary’s Church and schools
on the other, and continued straight on to Wadham.
I went through a gateway into the gquadrangle—for
there are no doors on the outside of the Colleges—and
found Mr. Stevens in his room giving a Greek lecture.
He received me with the utmost politeness, and asked
me to wait until he had finished his lecture. The
rooms in this college are very commodious, consisting
of a good sized parlour, furnished in good style, well
painted and papered, a sofa, glasses and a bedroom,
dressing-room and study, for which all but fellows pay
£10 a year rent, finding their own furniture.  Mr.
Stevens then put on his robe of office, which is a silk
gown with rich velvet sleeves, and a cap the same as
students wear. He has always two men with maces
walking before him. The first thing we did was to see
Wadham College, which is the most uniform building
in Oxford, as it has never been altered since it was
built in 1613, by Nicholas Wadham, whose statue,
with Dorothy, his wife, stand in niches over the hall
portico. The chapel is very handsome, having seven
large windows of painted glass. The hall is one of the
largest in Oxzford, about one hundred feet in length,
and very high and wide, wainscoted and ceiled with
oak, carved in a most curious manner, and the walls
hung with paintings. On either side is a long range
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of oaken tables, and oak benches where three hundred
people can dine.

We then went to Christ College, the largest in the
city, and built after the vast plan of ,Cardinal Wolsey.

It consists of four courts or squares. The stately west

front of the great quadrangle is a magnificent Gothic
building, 382 feet in length, terminating at each end
with two corresponding turrets. The great gateis in-
the middle of this front, and over it an anctent tower,
in which hangs the great bell, called ¢ Tom,” which
weighs eight and a half tons, on the sound of which
the scholars of the university are to retire to their
respective colleges. The great quadrangle is 264 by
261 feet. On the south side of the quadrangle is the
hall, to which you ascend by an elegant staircase of
stone. This hall is by far the handsomest in Oxford,
being 150 feet in length, and of great height. The
roof 1s framed of timber, curiously wrought, and the
cornice has 300 coats of arms carved and painted in
their proper colours. At the upper end is an ascent
of three steps which runs the whole breadth, where the
noblemen dine, above the masters, who dine at a
double row of tables on each side. They were then
laid, as the college dines at two. All the plates and
dishes were of pewter, with silver tankards. The
chapel was built for a cathedral before the year 1200.
We then went to the theatre, where all public
speeches and debates are said. On the ceiling the
Arts and Sciences are painted. We then c¢rossed the
court to the Radcliff library, which is a fine building
surrounded by pillars, and has a dome 180 feet high.
. From the top I had a complete view of Oxford. The
library contains 40,000 volumes; it wag built by a
private gentleman and cuts a very great appearance
in Oxford among the ancient towers and turrets.
Thence we went to University College. This library
contains 450,000 volumes—ancient, modern, and in all
languages. Among the Arabic and Oriental manu-
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scripts, in which they are very rich, Mr. Stevens
showed me the Alkoran of Tippoo Sahib, presented
by the East India Company, with gold cover and
clasps, very much ornamented. The paper is vellum,
of the finest kind, every character written in gold,
illustrated with the same. This college stands on the
south side of High Street, opposite the Queen’s, and
is 260 feet in front, three stories, and has two noble
towers in front and another over the chapel. We visited
in this, and the course of the two following days,
Baliol College, All Souls’, Brazen-nose (so-called from
having a brazen nose over the gate, it is opposite
All Souls’), Magdalen College (called Maudlin), the
richest in the University, which supports 120 com-
moners and fellows. It lies upon the Charwell, at the
east end of the city, and has the finest groves of trees
in England. I knew one of the Fellows of this
college, Dr. Goldsboro.

New College, which lies east of the schools and
theatre, was built in 1379, and is a building 200
feet square. The chapel is remarkable for its beau-
tiful painted windows, which are as old as the col-
lege. The garden is laid out in an elegant manner.
They have a bowling green here. The gardens are
partly enclosed by the ancient city wall, which, with
its battlements and bastions, may be traced along the
- north and south sides. Oriel College contains 140
students, and is a building 280 feet square. It is near
St. Mary’s Church, in High Street. "On the north side
of High Street, opposite University College, is Queen’s.
It is an oblong square, 300 feet by 220 feet, divided
into two courts by the hall and chapel, the latter 100
feet long and 30 feet wide. It maintains 200
students, masters, etc., who are all called to dinner
by the sound of a trumpet. I have said a great deal
about High Street, and I must tell you it is the
grandest street I have seen in England. It winds from
east to west like a river through the city, every wind
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of which opens to the view some grand and state y
college. Magdalen College Hall, University and,
Queen’s, St. Mary’s Church and Hall, New College,
the schools and Brazen-nose, all stretch along this -
street.

I must now tell you how 1 _passed my time there.
Dressed myself smart in breecHes, shoes and stockings
—for boots are not allowed to be worn—and as the
clock struck four, Mr. Stevens took me into the great
hall to dinner. Ou each side was a lohg oak table, with
benches, pewter plates, silver forks and spoons, and a
silver tankard of ale to each plate. We were, by right,
the first to enter, and accordingly marched up to the
farther end near the fire-place, to the master’s table,
which runs across, and is raised two steps higher than
the common hall. Dr. Swaine sat at the head, I upon
the right hand, Dean Gardiner upon his left; Mr.
Stevens next to me, and eight others, of whom I knew
Drs. Wyndham and Templar. Our dinner consisted
of soup, served in a silver tureen, roast veal, pudding
and pies, cheese, etc., and a silver tankard of ale.
This College is very rich in plate. Our table was
further distinguished from the long ones by having
whole joints. The students have what is called com-
mons. I was surprised to see the upper end of each
table occupied first, and so on by degrees to the foot;
all the students having on gowns, shoes and stockings,
for boots are not allowed. I was going to tell you
what they call commons. To each college is a large
kitchen, with cooks in abundance, who, upon their
own account, find the mess; and each student, accord-
ing to his degree, goes first into the kitchen, imme-
diately before dinner, and looks at the bill of fare, and
orders a plateful of beef or mutton, etc., and, if he
likes, a slice of pudding, for which he is charged by
the clerk, who sits at a desk in one corner,. and a
waiter follows him into the hall with it. That is the
reason 1 saw the heads of the tables filled first,
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because the elder fellows had the prime run of the
kitchen, across which a bar is put to prevent the young
chaps from disturbing cookey. We were waited on
by the butler and steward. As we were eating cheese,
a man came round the table with a slate, asking every
person how many pieces of bread they had taken.
For each piece he charges one halfpenny. As soon
as,we had dined, Dr. Gardiner gave a sign, and every
person in the hall rose and stood outside their seats,
and an undergtaduate came up to our table, made a
bow, and repeated a long thanksgiving in Latin, and
a prayer for the prosperity of the King, kingdom and
college, and a prayer for and thanks to old Nie. and
Dorothy Wadham, which Dr. Gardiner answered in a
few Latin words. Then we took our hats and left the
hall, all standifg until we were out.

We then went into a handsome wainscoted-room,
with a good fire and plenty of wine-glasses and arm-
chairs. Thisis called the Common Room. Presently
old Mrs. Ford, who has served the college for the last
forty years, came limping her ancient form into the
room with oranges, apples, cakes, and’Tiuts; each
man drank a pint of wine, for which they paid the
butler on the ‘spot, at the rate of 4s. 6d. per bottle.
Every week he pays that money into Dr. Wyndham’s
hands. At seven we broke up, and Mr. Stevens took
me to a lady’s house in Oxford, where there was a
large party. At nine Mr. Stevens left to go his nightly
rounds as proctor, with two men as attendants. His
business is to clear the streets of vagabonds, tp see
that every student is snug within the colleges. ter

that hour his authority is supreme over Oxford, and

its environs to the distance of two miles, and he can
imprison any person he chooses. At half-past ten he
called for me, and we went home to Wadham, where
he had provided a good bed for me. Next morning,
29th February, at eight o’clock, I went to St. Mary’s
Church, next the schools and Brazen-nose, where
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Latin service was performed. The Vice-Chancellor
entered in state, followed by the two proctors, doctors,
deans, etc, These prayers, every student who intends
taking degrees in the ensuing term, is obliged to

attend. Their names were called over. There were
about 500 there. We breakfasted in Dr. Swain’s
rooms—for in Oxford it is a rule that several breakfast .
together at each other’s rooms in turn; and the
Oxonians are famous for good breakfasts. They vie
with one another in that respect. Mr. Stevens had
the Greek lectures to attend  to, so he committed me
to the care and guidance of Dean Gardiner, who
promised to show me the remainder of the lions.

Accordingly, we went to the schools to see the cere-
mony of a master taking his degree, before the Vice-
Chancellor, who sat in state, with the proctors below
him, and doctors and masters on either side. The
ceremony was long and curious. Everything that was
said was in Latin.

‘We then went to the rest of the colleges I had not
seen, and to the museum, where I saw the skull of
Oliver Cromwell, Guy Fawkes’ lanthorn, and the
sword the Pope gave Henry VIII., when Defender of the
Jaith; a loadstone that attracted 145 pounds of iron;
Roman and Carthaginian swords and curiosities. We
then went to hear Sir Christopher Pegg deliver an
anatomical lecture. Then dressed for dinner, at which
I did my duty, and drank wine till seven.- The con-

versation was first on books and the manuscripts found
in Herculaneum. Then very politely turned, to please
me, on America. I was in my element, and we all
seemed well entertained. Three of the students were
invited to tea, and we played whist. A barrel of
London oysters was brought in at ten, and we made a
glorious supper.

Sunday I was invited to breakfast by Mr. Hall, a
young blood of Oxford, where I made a most sump-

". tuous meal. We went to St. Mary’s Church, and heard
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a Bampton lecture, which is a sermon against the

Mahometan religion. I had the honour of sitting -

with Mr. Wyndham, in the Masters’ seat. The ser-
mon was said first, and the prayers after. Mr. Stevens
and I took a walk to a certain oak on the top of a
hill, whence we had a delightful view of Oxford, which
is unlike any other city. Dined as usual. One of the
students, Colonel Lethridge’s son, appeared in hall in
-boots, and was ordered out.

Monday, I bade good-bye to my good friends, left
Oxford in the ¢ Alfred” coach at eight, and reached
Tyburn, in Oxford Street, at three, having gone at the
rate of eight miles an hour. The day was beautiful,
and we passed through many fine and populous towns.
London was in a cloud of smoke.
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CHAPTER VIII.
LONDON AND WOOLWICH.

F'rom Thos. G. Ridout to his futher in York - —
' LoNDON, 17th March, 1812.

Ox Monday, the first of March I arrived in Pater-
noster Row from Oxford, where I had been for three
days, living at Wadham Lollege By the kind atten-
tion of Mr. Stevens, I was enabled to see more of
that famous place than most strangers. I was at
preachings, prayings, lectures and dinners, convoca-
tions and suppers, and sgaw all ‘the lions and whelps of
the town. On Tuesday, the third, I went about visit-
ing my friends, and took:a letter up to Montague
Square, to Miss Stevens M, r. S.’s sister, who lives with
General Stevens in that most gay and fashionable spot.

The Quebec convoy sails from Portsmouth on the
twentieth, by which these letters go. I saw the Ever-
etta the other day down by the tower. There are now
about 5,000 sail of merchantmen in the river, which
form a most interesting sight. I was sent the other
day down to the London Docks, about two miles below
the bridge. They are building a beautiful seventy-four
and two more ships in Blackwall Docks, near the East
India Docks. At Deptford, another seventy-four, with
three frigates, are on the stocks; and at Woolwich,
a most magnificent ship, of 120 guns, will be launched
this summer. You will think it very singular that I
have not yet seen Governor Gore, who has been up-
wards of two months in England. I missed Him by
going into the country. Yesterday he attended the
Prince Regent’s levee.

-
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The French and Russians are going to war again,
therefore, the Baltic will be open this summer to the
British, which will take off great quantities of the
manufactures of England, and lower the price of bread,
which at present is very high.

It is now thought the Americans have given up all
thoughts of war. How foolishly I fly/from one subject
to another, but I must tell you everything. Mr. Pear-
son, Secretary to the Lottery Office,
House, very. coolly, last January, to 1stol and shot
himself through the heart. The gause of it was that
he had embezzled the public ey to the amount of
£16,000. Government immediately'seized everything.
George Ridout is down at Bristol, where he is to be
ordained by thé¢ Bishop of Gloucester. His father has
purchased him a living near Bruton for £3,000.

On Friday last, went to Covent Garden with John.
The play was the  Virgin of the Sun,” a most superb
thing. On Sunday, went with uncle in the carriage to
Hampstead and dined at Mr. Watt’s, a great stock-
broker. On Monday, I am going to the annual dinner
given by the Governor and Stewards of Bartholomew’s
Hospital, to have a sight of one of these great

-English feasts. When at Bristol, uncle sent me
a letter sayirig that he hdd just received a note from
Mr. Hamilton, who wishes me to come to town, as this
was their busy season, and I might, by being in his
counting house, get well acquainted with the trade of
Canada, and thus fitted for a good situation in Mr.
Coltman’s house, whose business is of the most exten-
sive kind. The firm was Ridsdale, Hamilton & Colt-
mans ; but finding the business too much scattered,
by a branch being in America, another in ILeeds, and
a third in London, they determined on dissolving,
giving the Quebec business entirely to the Coltmans.
Mr. Coltman is accordingly -expected every day. I
shall sail soon in one of his ships. If by industry and
assiduity in learning to measure timber, keep books

~
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and fit out ships I can qualify myself to super-
intend their works at Portneuf, he will obtain

that situation for me. We are busy in fitting

out three ships, one for New Brunswick, another for
Newfoundland and a third for Jamacia. They have
cut out work enough for the Newfoundland ship, as
she goes there with goods, then loads with fish for
Jamaica, and gets a cargo of rum there for Quebec, and
returns thence to England, laden with timber. Yester-
day I went to the Paymaster-General’s office for £4,200,
and have just returned from the Bank of England, where
I discounted ~£9,000 more. My business is chiefly
making invoites and settling insurances. Mr. Hamilton
and I are good friends. I am acquiring knowledge in
business and quickness, which I never had before.
This London is a curious place. We are now shipping
for New Brunswick £30,000 worth of goods by our own
ship The True Briton. 1 must now make haste and
run to the “New York Coffee House,” and put this
into the Ocean’s bags.

From Thomus G. Ridout to kis futher in York .—

LoNDoN, 17th April, 1812.

The outside of the letter ds thus marked :—Ship
Akeroyde, received 28th August, 1812, through the
United States, opened.

I met Alexander McDonell in Fleet Street, on the
12th inst., and went to call upon Major Halton, in
Beaumont Street. Very fortunately I met Governor
Gore in Portland Square. He turned round at the same
instant I did, and seemed glad to see me. He asked
me which way was I going. I told him to call on Major
Halton, to get his address, which he immediately gave
me, and told me to call on him. Accordingly, on the
14th, T went to his house, No. 25 Upper Grosvenor
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Street, a corner house looking into Hyde Park. I
was shown.into the library, and in a few mimutes the
Governor came in and received me most cordially.
He told me he had seen you a day or two before he
left York. We had a long confab of an hour and
upwards, in which time the Governor told me every-
thing concerning Upper Canada. That Mr. Firth was
completely dismissed from all employment under
Government—entirely from his own representation of
the Governor’'s conduct, in which he called the Gov-
ernor villain, tyrant, rascal, hound, etc.—without the
Governor interfering in the least.

He told me he was pleased at my intention of re-
turning to Canada, which he said was now the best
country in the world to advance in, and that he would
not give up the governorship of that Province for any-
thing the Government here could give him, and that
he was going out again this summer.

He said, I prefer it far to any other appointment,
though there are so many scoundrels out there; yet
they cannot injure the country or lower it in my
opinion.” He went on to say, * This voyage to Eng-
land has been of ‘great service to me. Don’t you
think T am much thinner than when in Canada ?”
buttoning his coat at the same time. .

He asked me how I liked England, was I happy ?

I answered I was as happy as a person away from -

his native country could be. ( -

“I know,” he said, ‘““how you feel—surely the frosts
and snows of Canada are far preferable to the fogs and
mists of this country.” -Then continued, ¢ The town
of Penetanguishene is coming on rapidly, that is, the
North-West Company intend carrying the trade through
it, and in a few years it will be of some consequence.”

I told him of my being pressed at Plymouth, and
only escaping by having his letters, at which he
laughed heartily. He said he was going down to

Devonshire shortly, where he had spent many happy
years.
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I went in the afternoon to see Tom Prince, at the
Duke of Brunswick’s, and was gratified by a 31ght of
the Duke’s sons, Princes Charles and Williami They
are two very fine little German fellows, and have a
great resemblance to the royal family. The house is
a little beyond Vauxhall, upon the river.

Before this reaches York, you will have heard of the
riots in England. -Nottingham, Manchester, Leeds,
Birmingham and Sheffield have been scenes of the
utmost confusion within these few weeks past. In
consequence of the scarcity of provisions and an
almost total failure in the manufactories and flatness
of trade, the workmen are thrown out of employ, and
fill the poor-houses. Some say it is an artificial scar-
city, and that speculators have bought up all the
grain, so as to compel the people to pay them their
extortionate prices. Government has posted troops
in every large town to keep the people down. By the
machinery, now generally used in the manufactories,
nine-tenths of the people are thrown out of emp]oy-
ment.

London contmues in a quiet state. Its markets are
well supplied, though at a high rate; and as long as
there is any trade in the kingdom this city will always
have the preference. In France, and over most parts
of Europe, there is the like scarcity, and even worse,
but you do not hear of their rising in this manner.
From the Baltic and America they look for great
supplies, which I hope they will receive before things
get much worse. The loss of the American trade is
considered a very severé stroke; a renewal of the
commerce is anxiously. looked for. The army in
Portugal draw all their provisions from Treland and
England, which must be an expense and drain never
before known. - Thank God, I have not felt yet any-
thing like starvation, and therefore should not be a
croaker; but the present state of things deserves to be
mentioned. There are 1,200 ship carpenters in London

-
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out of employment, and you see many common people
in the streets with bills in their hats, “I want work,
and can have a good character.” Written in chalk
on the houses I see, ‘“ More Taxes’’ and ¢ Rebellion.”
How happy ought all Canadians to be to live contented
in their own country, where they enjoy plenty and
peace. ‘

Mrs. Woolam has invited me to St. Alban’s, where

. I intend going shortly. Next week I shall go and seg

¢ Macbeth ’ performed at Covent Garden. On Monday
night I go with the Princes to Astley’s Theatre.

The other day I called in to see Polito’s wild beasts
at Exeter 'Change; saw a lion and lioness, tiger and
tigress, a hyena, two panthers, two leopards, two sloths,
a wild cat, a camel and a Canadabear. Inthe second
room was an elephant and rhinoceros. In the third
room was an ostrich from Nubia, ten feet high ; two
ostriches from New Holland, a pelican, a dodo, storks,
parrots, Brazil birds, kangaroos, opossums, casimir
goats, monkeys, baboons and many other animals.

Monday 20th.—Dined at G. Ward’s at half-past five.
We went in two coaches to the play, which was one of
Shakespeare’s, ‘“Julius Cesar,” in which are those
speeches we used to say at school. What a sight
Covent Garden is of a full night! It contains four
thousand five hundred people. The pit looks like a
black swarm of bees all in motion ; and when the cur-
tain is down a buzz, like the Royal Exchange at four
o’clock, fills the house. Kemble has got his plays up
with the most magnificent scenery. The Roman
Senate House with Cesar,Brutus,Cassius,Marc Antony,
Casca, was very fine. The meeting of the conspirators
while it thundered and lightened, seemed like reality.
Kemble’s helmet and shield are of silver, burnished
with gold. Standard-bearers, with the Roman eagle,
attended Casar wherever he went. The afterpiece
was “ Timour the Tartar,” of which I cannot now give
you & description. Golden chariots, troops of cavalry,
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fierce engagements,\bloodless battles, castles on fire,
thunder and lightning, a tempestuous sea and a stormy
night, form this much-famed piece.

At half-past twelve it broke up. Then for confusion,
men and boys running about with torches, crying for
coaches—¢ Lady Gamble,” ¢ Lord Yarmouth,” * Lord
Radnor,” ““No 984, etc, etc.

Saturday 25th.—Philip Prince and I went to Astley’s
Theatre. He went above to see Mr. Astley, while I
"stayed in the hall. Down came Mrs. Astley and in-
vited me up, and I drank a glass of wine with them.
‘It was odd to see Mrs. Astley come on the stage, just
after I had been speaking to her.

Monday, 27th.—Admiral Taylor and his nephew
breakfasted with us on their way with George to Ox-
ford. John and I promised to accompany them to
High Wycombe, twenty five miles, so we got on board
the ‘Black Lion,” Water Lane, at half-past eight, and
drove off. When we reached Uxbridge—a large town,
fifteen miles from Tyburn ahd eighteen from St. Paul’s—
it came on to rain, so we left poor G., and walked to
town, though twenty stages, seventy waggons and
carts, forty gentlemen’s carriages and thirty-five
horsemen passed us in two and a half hours."

Lonpox, 29th Aprid 1812.

This day being Easter Monday, the Lord Mayor
gave a grand dinner and ball, at which all the foreign
ambassadors, princes and noblemen etc., were present.
In the course of the day John procured a ticket for me
to go to the ball, No. 2850. You may suppose I was
not a little pleased with it. Mr. Hamilton had
.obtained a ticket for two of his sons, so we made an
agreement to go together at half-past ten. Already
was Cheapside, the Poultry and Cornhill filled with
oarriages, lighted torches, and confusion. We walked
and got in very well through the crowd. Some
of the carriages were three or four hours getting
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through Cheapside. The first room we entered
was the Egyptian Hall, lighted by great glass chan-
deliers and festoons of lamps. A row of pillars on each
side of the room, which supported the roof, were
entwined with beautiful lamps made of cut-glass. At
one end was a military band playing ‘“God}save the
King.’* The other end had great folding dogrs, open-
ing into the dining-room, laid out in four rows of tables
extending the whole length. The dinner, itself, was
the only thing moved, every ornament remained.
Down the middle of each table there was a row of the
most curious ornaments in frame work, about three or
four feet high, made of wood and gilded—men, horses,
castles, abbeys and battles. The room was lighted
with cut-glass chandeliers, suspended from the roof,
with fifty or sixty lights in each; figures of men and
women holding lustres in their hands. The pillars
here were fluted, and down every second groove was a
string of lamps. These two lower rooms were crowded
with gentlemen and ladies. We then went up stairs
into the ball-room. At the east end, under a canopy
of gold, seated on a throne of the same, sat the Lady

Mayoress. On her right hand was seated the Duke -

of Cambridge, next to him the Duke of Brunswick,
and the Spanish Ambassador; on her left, some lords.
Immediately behind her were twelve young ladies in
waiting, dressed in state like old Queen Bess’s picture,
with white feathers and diamonds. The Lady Mayor-
ess, a pretty woman about twenty-eight, was dressed
in a gown spangled with gold, I suppose, with great
hoops. Her belt was studded with precious stones,

and clasped by the same. Her hair sparkled with

diamonds; she wore a gold comb set with jewels.
The Duke of Cambridge was dressed like a general,
with a great star upon his left breast—of diamonds I
sugpose——a.nd two diamond rings on his fingers, and a
red sash over his shoulder. The other noblemen had
blue sashes. There were some Spanish and Portuguese
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officers there. At twelve, the Duke of Cambridge left
the ball. There was very little dancing. John and
Frank H. danced, and as Frank was going down
merrily, his foot slipped on some wax that had dropped
down, and he fell on his face, fo the great amusement
of the company. I got some ice cream and cakes with
great difficulty. Frank came down to get a drink, but
to no purpose. He mistook an Alderman, in his scar-
let robes, for one of the servants, and said to him,
““ Go, like a good fellow, and get me a drink, I'll give
you sixpence to go, and bring me a pot of porter. The
Alderman, turning round, fiercely said, ‘“ Do you know
who you are speaking to?” Very unexpectedly I
met Henry Boulton there, walking with some ladies,
and we had a great chat, and we thought what would
Joel, Jim Campbell or McDonell say to us strut-
ting about a Lord Mayor’s ball-room with our opera
hats under our arms, among 5,000 gay Londoners.
At half-past three I left the Mansion House, well
pleased at my night’s amusement.

From Thomas G. Ridout to his Brother at York :—

Lonpox, 6th Muy, 1812,

Yesterday I received with heartfelt satisfaction
your letters of the 15th and 20th January. Though I
am in the midst of pleasurss, of which I freely par-
take, yet would I exchange all and every scene of this
wonderful metropolis, for old Ontario’s northern shore.
I almost envy you your deep snows and frozen lakes
during the last winter,and am glad to hear that balls and
regular assemblies were again the order of the day at
York, which must have proved a great addition to the
confined pleasures of our poor sisters. How willingly
would I give up going to hear Catalini at the Opera
to-morrow evening, or Mrs. Siddons, in ¢ The Game-
= ster,”” on Saturday, that mother and sisters might take

= my place.
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Should our country be visited by an American war
(which I fear is too probable), what a dreadful situa-
tion will you all be in! Do you think, if that is the
case, I could bear to remain quiet in England ? No,
never! Though I don’t boast of my untried courage,
or of being a son of Mars, yet would it be my greatest
pleasure to share the fate of my family. So that the

- little ones were secure, we would keep our rifles

cocked and primed, mount guard together, share
every fatigue, and play Brother Jonathan a few Cana-
dian tricks. Now, I hear you say, ¢ Oh, dear; how
brave Tom speaks, what a warlike humour he is in,
since he is four thousand miles away.” Well, never
mind. Time brings about all things, and we shall yet
‘““live upon the maskinonge and fatten on the mus-
quash.” I am very glad that General Brock has a
notion of making York head-quarters for the grand
army.

Yesterday morning I roused Henry Boulton out of
bed, and. breakfasted with him on rolls and radishes;
he never drinks tea. You know he is a second time
articled, and will not be out of his time until he is
twenty-seven years of age. Think how old he will be
when he commences. business. Here he has to do
more work in one day then he did in three at home.
I dare say he will be a good chancery lawyer, a thing
of little consequence in Canada until a court of that
kind is established. The other day he paid £112 fees
for being entered at Westminster and Lincoln’s Inn.
Mr. Firth is now practising in his native town o
Norwich. . The mayor and corporation must have been
delighted at the ret®n of so amiable a man. Mr.
Boulton is still a prisoner at Verdun with poor John
Small. They live together. Henry has seen a lady
who met sometime ago his father, who was very well ;
but Small fretted much, and looked wan and thin. I
pity the poor fellow. The number of*English gentle-
men at Verdun has caused the living there:to be "very

kS
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expensive. They have balls, feasts, horse-racing and
hunting within their limits, building villas and laying
out gardens, to the admiration of the French, who
respect John Bull, above all other prisoners. Boulton
is their English lawyer—gives advice and transacts
business. I shall write algain by the Indian Queen.

From Thomas G. Iaéjidout to]Z‘?s Father in York .—

LonNDON, May 23rd, 1812.

After seeing Mr. Adams, I called upon the Governor,
who received me in his usual friendly manner. He
had just received three letters from York, up to the
16th March—from Mr. Selby, Colonel Clausand Mr.
Stanton—wherein they mention all were well, of course,
including you; that Parliament had been dissolved
after a very disorderly meeting, in which the Opposi-
tion had carried everything before them, imprisoned
Nicoll and memorialized the Prince Regent against
the Chief. A few days before, the Governor had given
me the York paper of the 12th February, containing
General Brock’s very warlike speech, and the answers
of both Houses; in consequence whereof, and the
threatening posture of the Americans, they had granted
£5,000 towards training the militia of the Province.
The Governor remarked they did not play the deuce
so when he was with them. I also learn that the
Indians are all on our side. He hinted that if there
were war, George and I should have commissions—in
the militia, I suppose. How dreadful, my dear Father,
would your situation be, if our peaceful and delightful
country should be visited by Wa%, rendered more cruel
by the Indians engaged on both sides. If you, mother
_ and the children were at Quebec, I should not mind
the Yankees. .

Never has the British Government been in the situa-
tion it nowis. Mr. Perceval dead, and all public offices
in confusion, and the great men caballing one against

s
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the other. If they repeal the Orders in Council, the
American trade will flourish beyond all former periods.
They will then have the whole commerce of the conti-
nent in their hands, and the British, though blockading
with powerful armaments the hostile ports of Europe,
will behold fleets of American merchantmen enter in
safety the barbours of the enemy, and carry on a brisk
and Muacrative trade, whilst the English, who command
the ocean, and are sole masters of the deep, must quietly
suffer two-thirds of their shipping to be dismantled
and to lie snug and useless in little rivers or alongside
huge, but empty warehouses. Their sailors, in order
10 earn a little salt junk and flinty biscuit, must spread
themselves like vagabonds over the face of the earth,
and enter the service of any nation. If, on the con-
trary, they continue to enforce their orders—trade will
still remain in its present deplorable state. An
American war will follow, and poor Canada will be
obliged to bear the whole brunt of American vengeance.
The Governor says that if that time should come,
England will not forsake us. The veterans who fought
at Talavera, Barossa and Badajos, will show the sons
of Kentucky, the long-shanks of Connecticut and
Genesee pumpkin-eaters, that it would ‘be better for
them to stay at home and eat mush and milk, than
meet British troops of the present day.

I begin to think all this noise is nothing but a squall
from the westward. If-the present embargo continues
any length of time, it will be of great benefit to Ca-
nada; not only by causing a large carrying and smug-
gling trade in the Provinces, and an outlet for the
heavy stock of British manufacturers, which the Cana-
dian merchants have on hand, but by raising to a very
considerable price the produce of Canada in England

and the West Indies.

The sales of potash, pearlash, timber, and peltry
are now rather flat; but a brisk sale and great advance
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is shortly expected. Tobacco is upon the rise, there
not being above 40,000 hogsheads now in London
market. Flour sells almost at the price of life in
England. Manchester, Birmingham, Nottingham,
Sheffield, and several othey places, have the appear-
ance of garrisoned towns. en I was at St. Alban’s,
I saw two regiments of horse pass through that town
on their way to quell the insurrections. The rioters
are almost as daring as the Whiteboys of Ireland were.
I do not wonder at the manufacturers becoming so
desperate ; most of them having been out of employ-
ment for the last six months. The introduction of
machinery into the manufactories have caused many
hands fo be dismissed; against this they wreak their
vengeance.

The Governor asked me to walk with him down to
the Haymarket and conversed all the way. Among
other things he said: ‘“ What do you think? That black-
guard Joe Willcocks -dingd-with General Brock and
turned Government man ¥or awhile, and then joined
his own party again.”

On Saturday morning, the 7th May, I set out for
St. Alban’s, accompanied by George as far as High-
gate, where we saw the famous tunnel through the
hill that had fallen in when the work was nearly
completed.

The sun was hot, the roads very dusty, and what
added to my discomfort were the trotters of many

thousand sheep that I met coming from the north for

the London market. On Monday, at seven, passed
through Barnet and over Barnet Heath, where the
great battle was fought between the houses of York
and Lancaster, in which the Earl of Warwick lost
his life.

I met with a most hearty welcome at St. Alban's;
after breakfast we walked upon the Roman ramparts of
ancient Verulam. ‘ ’
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On Sunday, went to the Abbey church. How
grand and venerable does that building appear. .

Went on Monday, with Betsy, to Miss Kindar’s
house, and to see the beautiful Mrs. Storey. She
took me like a show to the difffiwent famnilies in St.
Alban’s, and introduced me to thggold Counpess Dow-
ager Spencer, granddaughter of..the great Duke of
Marlborough, and mother to Lord Spencer, formerly
First Lord of the Admiralty. The old lady spoke
to me very politely of America, and asked if I knew
Captain Vigareaux, of the engineers.*

I returned to London on Thursday.

No doubt Mr. Perceval’s death will make some noise
in America. I saw the assassin, Bellingham, executed
at Newgate, on the morning of the 18th inst:, and his
body afterwards at the dissecting room, Bartholo-
mew’s Hospital. I am going with my uncle and G.
to a grand rout this evening, at G. Ward’s, known
and described as Ann Ward’s fashionable drum.

I am still at Hamilton's, getting brushed up in Lon-

* don business. I don't doubt but we shall have 1,000

sail at Quebec this year.

The ¢ {;g , woollen and iron trade never were so
flat and dull as at present. Sughr rather brisk—
Martinique, Guadaloupe and Trinidad sugarshave lately
been included and rated as British plantation, which,
instead of paying thirty per cent. port duty, amount-
ing to a prohibition, now pay twenty per cent. No-
thing has been exported to the United States for this
year past. Flour now would bring fifteen dollars per
barrel, which could be sent from Lake Ontario to Lon-
don for eleven dollars.

I am invited to_ Sir John Seabright’s grand ball, to
be gi¥en at St. Alban’s. He is a member for Here-

ford.

* Afterwards distinguished in the war of 1812. -
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From T. G. Ridout to his Brother in York .—

LoxDon, 1st June, 1812.
-~ - DiarY LETTER.

It is now the sixth month since you wrote me last
by the Wrilliam and Indian Queen. 1 hope you received
the letters I wrote by them in April or May.

Trade has received a dreadful shock here from Bona-
parte’s edicts and the Non-Importation Act. How-
ever, the merchants have in part recovered, and begin
again to look about them. The crash of ruin among
the first traders in January, 1811, is passed by, and
the great probability of a free trade in the Baltic this
summer with Russia and Sweden, has occasioned some
speculation in Colonial produce, and a briskness in the
East India sales, with a slight rise of the stocks which

are at present low.

I think we shall have a comfortable voyage out.
As for being taken, there is little danger, so that we
clear the chops of the channel, which now and then in
foggy weather, is much infested by French privateers.

Mom8ay, 18th May, 1812,—This morning Belling-
ham was executed at the debtor’s door, Newgate.*
From the leads of St. Sepulchre’s, H. and I saw the
execution much better than if we had been in the mob.
He was a great, tall, raw-boned fellow, and dressed like
a gentleman. He walked with a quick and firln step
upon the platform. On his appearance, the immense
mob, which extended from Fleet Street into Smith-
fiz1d and the streets leading thereto, took their hats
off and gave a great shout, crying out, ““ God bless

you.” Every precaution had been taken against a -

rescue. A circle of constables, six deep, was formed
around the platform, within which the City Marshal
and other officers rode. Two troops of horse were

* Spencer Perceval, Prime Minister of England, was assassinated on the
11th May, 1812. The people evidently attributed the distress in England
to his administration, and therefore looked upon his assassin, Bellingham,
as somewhat of a martyr.
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stationed beyond Blackfriar’s, and a squadron in Smith-
field, so as to be in readiness in case of a disturbance.
He (Bellingham) looked quickly round him, when two
men pulled a muslin cap over his face, and tied his eyes
round with his neckcloth. He prayed about a minute,
and as St. Sepulchre’s tolled eight, he sank down in !
the midst of the shouts of thousands and tens of thou- i
sands, who cried, ‘“ God bless you.” Every man had
his hat off. E.and I saw his body the next day
in the dissecting room, Bartholomew’s Hospital,
. stretched on a slab. We viewed him an instant with
« horror, then turned away.

Thursday, 21st.—The day of Ann Ward’s rout. |
Everything was in the most fashionable and elegant
style. ‘At these routs one can walk, sit or stand, as he
pleases; play cards or look on. There were ices, iced
lemon and cream, and delicacies in abundance, handed -
about upon large silver salvers. The whole finished
with a supper and some dances. = - ~

I am tired of these fashionable entertainments. I
had rather be out spearing and hunting than partaking *
of Cockney amusements. - !

Sunday, 24th May.—Henry Boulton dined with us,
and we all walked in Kensington Gardens till five. I
can tell you Henry is quite a buck.

You are now preparing I suppose, for the 4th of June,
which day is hardly thought of in' London. - How
beautiful must the woods begin to be with you! As
for these English trees, I hardly look on them as wood. 1
They are so small and stunted, but the hedges and :
smooth fields make the country look very fine at this
season. ' ‘

Last night I went to the Lycéum theatre in the
Strand. The play was “ The Dueiina,” lecture upon
heads by Palmer, and the ‘ Honest Thieves,” with'
which we were much entertained.

On Sunday last we went in a coach to Kensington

. Gardens. The day was fine, and the whole face of the

AT
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gardens was covered with people, dressed in the most
elegant manner. I never saw anything to equal it.
They walked in crowds through the numerous lawns
| and avenues. I had old Mrs. Ward under my arm,
; and would not have exchanged her for any on the turf.
People must have thought I was grippled with a
; Duchess. Her remarks on the different people were
] capital. It was what may be called a genteel mob,
: - which extended for some miles round the park and

‘.- gardens. The fineness of the day had induced Londoen
to send out all her gay sons and daughters to the pro-
5 menade. I had the good luck to see the Princess
| Charlotte driving on the Royal course in-an open
N chariot with one old lady. She is not handsome, nor
e tall, but looks a good deal like her father, and the old
King. Her mother, the Princess of Wales, drove past
a little while after in a coach and four. Sheis a great
fat Dutchwoman. :

§ From Thomas G. Ridout to his Brother in York —»

LoxpoN, 6th June, 1812.

I take this opportunity of answering your letter of -
the 9th March, which I received this morning. I am
sure you will be glad at my return to America. If

- you are involved in a war with the Yankees (of which
’ Inow fear there are too many sad prospects), my reasons
for returning will be tenfold increased. Ithink, at any

rate, we shall have commissionsin the Canadian corps

n» . now raising in the country. The preparations for war
. on both sides of the lakes must be very interesting to

) you, as well from the novelty of the thing, as from the

E active part we shall take in the contest. In what ruin

and distress will our dear country be involved ! In Eng-
land they consider Canada as one of their tinest colonies,
and will defend it to the last. There will be plentiful
supplies of troops and money sent out, and having the
Indians as our allies, they think the Americans will
not be able to hold the country. Two packets of

4
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letters, which I sent by the way of New York, I am
afraid will never reach you. Governor Hull being at
Detroit with eight thousand men ready to tall on
. our devoted country, alarms me, and we hear that
thirteen thousand. have been drafted from the militia,
and ten thousand ordered to the back, frontiers; that
magazines are forming at Albany and up the Hudson
This forebodes war upon Canada. People here think
the Americans are bent upon it, and that their de-
mands will be so extravagant that the English would
rather fight it out. I suppose our militia are by this
time well trained, and Allan’s* company one of the best
in the Province.

To give you some idea of the great scale on which
the English prepare for war, I wish you had been
with me yesterday -at Woolwich. On Saturday. I
received a note from Colonel Pilkington inviting me
down, and offering to convey these letters and any
packages to Upper Canada by a friend of his now
going out to that Province.

Yesterday I went down in the stage, and was
received in the most polite manner by the Colonel
and his lady. He himself took me to the brass
foundry, and there I saw the brass cannon run in
clay moulds solid, then bored by boring machines.
The outside turned and ornamented by chisels and
finely pohshed The trunnions are also done in a
very curious manner, and lastly the King’s arms and
the year are engraved when the piece is proved. If
bad, it is melted down again. - They save all the
shaymgs

The Warren, as this place is called, is enclosed by a
wall a mile and a half in circuit, and is on what formerly
was a marsh, now filled up and levelled with gravel,
extending a,long the bank of the river. There are
great storehouses and workshops dispersed along
the wall, and the whole intermediate space between

*Hon. Wm. Allan.
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that and the river (except where they are building a

- large sqaare of storehouses) is one immense field of

cannon, placed close to the ground, without their
carriages, upon iron railways, and arranged in long
rows side by side in the most beautiful order and
exactness. There, at one view, you behold sixteen
thousand pieces of iron ordnance. Some are of the
most heavy metal, besides an immense number of
brass pieces, which are kept separate, and are so bright
you can see your face in them.

At the west end there are several hundred brass
guns captured from enemies. Amongst them some
beautiful Turkish ones, having the crescent marked
upon them. They are very highly  ornamented.
Some are octagon on the outside; of seventeen or
eighteen feet in length. :

I saw the boys making cartridges—done in an
instant. There is a machine by which they plane.
blocks of wood for the gun carriages of ships by
means of a large horizontal wheel. Another place
they turn iron axle-trees, like wood, making iron
shavings.

There is also an immense number of howitzers and
mortars, with their iron beds, to the left of the
cannon, and four great pyramids of shells as large as
iron pots. Dispersed among the guns are a great
many pyramids of cannon ball, of different weight.
They were loading some ships with guns, ammunition
and ball. A cargo of copper had just arrived from
Malta. Three hundred and “fifty convicts were at
work getting gravel out of the bed of the Thames, by
a steam engine, and wheeling it about to fill up the
marsh, and in building a beautiful stone quay the
whole length of the arsenal upon the river. They:
were all chained by the leg and dressed in gray
clothes. The buildings are of fine yellow brick and
look very.handsome. At twelve o’clock I saw several
thousand workmen march out of the gate to dinner.
At one they returned all in a body.
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Colonel Pilkington wishes to go out to Canada. He
says it is the finest country he ever saw.

At three the Colonel and I went to the grand artil-
lery barracks, fronting a large common, at the upper
part of which is the Royal Academy of Woolwich,
situate under arising ground. It is built in the form of
a castle, with piazzas or cloisters between the wings
and centre. The artillery barracks are 2,500 feet in
length. Behind are three large squares, enclosed by
the horse barracks and stables. There are 2,000
horses here. In front of the barracks is a double range
of mounted brass guns; before the grand entrance,
two beautiful pieces taken at Copenhagen. To the
west was a great park, full of brass guns and am-
munition and waggons, ready for service. In our walk
we made the whole circuit of Woolwich and returned to
dinner, after which we rode in a coach to Blackheath,
and returned to the artillery parade, between the
barracks and academy. Here I saw the finest set of
men in England, consisting of 5,000 artillerymen and
two bands of music. I saw the church at Blackheath
where Mr. Perceval 1s buried, and the house of the
Princess of Wales, in Greenwich Pa,qx;k.

I rejoice to hear that, in York, you keep up to old
times in price of living and that flour is so cheap.
Here, wheat is 18 shillings a bushel. I dare say no
more supplies will be sent out of Canada, as Govern-
ment will buy all it can to form magazines in case of
a war. On Monday, the 15th, I suppose the election

takes place, we have here drank success to Squire
Ridout. g

From Thomas G. RMt to his Father in York :—

LoNpoN, 10th June, 1812.

. Your letters quite surprise us at the rapidity of their
Journey. ‘That of the 24th March, containing your
address, was received on the 6th inst. On Sunday, I

P
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was in Kensington Gardens from two till seven, and
was amused beyond anything at the immense crowds.
I saw the Princess Charlotte again. The Duchess of
Sussex and Kent live at Kensington Palace. On the
evening of the 4th June, the public offices, places of
amusement, and the houses of the King’s tradesmen
were illuminated with glass lamps.

The stocks are low. Insurance to Quebec 8 guineas
out, 10 home ; if there is war will rise to 20 guineas.
Freight out, from £2 10s. to £3 per ton; home, £7 to
£8. Not one ship in seven can get any freight, so
that they run in ballast. Potash and timber begin to
rise. Canada white oak staves,are considered better
than American or Baltic, upon which last there is an
enormous duty laid in favor of Canada. The smug-
gling between Heligoland and the continent is put an
end to.

People are afraid that Canada will fall to the Ame-
ricans. I am not quite of that opinion. The Prince
Regent is considered half a fool. The great men of
England are divided into many parties, and after Per-
ceval’s death, everything was in confusion, and the
country was left without a government for a month.

York is yet, I hope, to be my place of residence.
In the course of a few years it will be nearly as large
as Montreal. I am glad that General Brock and you
are such good friends. Governor Gore says it is a piece
of folly to fortify the garrison, as it i1s no place of
defence.
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) CHAPTER IX.
FIRST NOTES OF THE WAR, 1812.

AwMonc the causes assigned by the American Govern-
ment for declaring war against Great Britain were
the ¢ Orders in Council,” and the ‘ Right of Search.”
While the European war was raging, England’s arch-
enemy, Napoleon, had declared in his Berlin decree of
1806, all vessels liable to seizure that had touched at
’ a British port. The English ¢ Orders in Council,”
1807, retaliated by declaring that only ships, which
had touched at a British port should be permitted to
enter a French port. Napoleon then declared the
British Islands in a state of blockade, and interdicted
all neutrals from trading with them. Great Britain
retaliated by placing the French Empire in a state of
blockade, and cut off fromn it the commerce of neutral
nations.

This state of affairs pressed heavily on American
commerce, a8 American merchantmen had, during the
war in Europe, almost monopolized the carrying trade
of the world. The orders were unpopular.in England,
as much distress had been caused by them. They
were rescinded on the 23rd June, 1812, but their
repeal had not the slightest effect in restoring tran-
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quility. The Americans maintained that they had
been repealed, not to render justice to th& United
States, but to rescue a large portion of the British
population from starvation.

As to the other grievance, the ‘“right of search,”
claimed and _practised by Great Britain upon Ameri-
‘tan vessels navigating the high seas, it was stated
that England had impressed no less than 6,000 mari-
ners who claimed to be citizens of the United States,
and that 1,000 American vessels had been seized and
confiscated. :

‘England had experienced great difficulty in man-
ning her immense navy, and claimed that these men
were British subjects and deserters.

Whatever may have been the ostensible reasons of
the Americans for declaring war, there is no doubt “a
deadly hatred to England and a deadly love to
France ”’ was a potent one.

The Prince Regent in his address to Parliament,
said that the real origin of the contest was the avowed
sympathy of the Americans with the aggressive tyr-
anny of France.

So war was declared against England by Congress,
on the 18th June, 1812, by a vote of seventy-nine to
forty-nine. Canada became the battle-field.

The population of L(SYE)r Canada was at that time
225,000 ; of Upper Canada, 75,000. The population
_of the United States was about 8,000,000.

“Yet, with a frontier of more than a thousand miles to

—
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defend, a gallant little band of regulars and militia held
the enemy at bay for nearly three years.

At the opening of the war in July, 1812, the regular
force in the Canadas consisted of seven regiments of
infantry, one of veterans and invalids, and a detach-
ment of artillery, amounting in all to about 4,500 men.

The enemy relied on the impossibility of Canada
receiving aid from England, also on the supposed dis-
affection of the inhabitants. ) '

How erroneous this latter supposition was, time
soon proved.

A veteran soldier, Sir George Prevost, was now
Governor-General of British North America, and
Commander-in-Chief.

In Upper Canada, General Brock was acting Lieu-
tenant-Governor, or President of the Council, during
the absence in England of Mr. Francis Gore.

‘What he was to Canada at this crisis history has
written in letters of gold. He believed in his Cana-
dian citizen soldiers, and they did not show them:
selves unworthy of his trust.

In Upper Canada, the Militia Act provided that
all from the age of eighteen to forty-five should
turn out six days in each month for drill. It also
provided that two flank companies should be formed
from every battalion, which companies should be the
first employed in actual service, and might be marched
to any part of the Province, where the President

of the Council thought their services would be most
required. '

we DR T Ay e
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In Lower Canada, it was enacted that every

man between sixteen and fifty years of age was
to be a militiaman, also the Government was author-
ized to call out * by ballot, or command, 2,000 bache-
lors between the ages of eighteen and thirty, and
them to keep during ninety days under the command
of such officers as they should appoint, and to march,
train, and otherwise exercise them.”

In case of war in the Province, they were to be kept
in service during two years.

The embodied militia, as well as the volunteers,
were to have the same pay and allowances as His
Majesty’s regular troops. No substitutes were allowed.

In a quaintly translated extract from the papers of
that date, we read of the formation of the corps known

s ‘“The Voltigeurs,” so celebrated during the war.

This corps, now under the command of Major de
Salaberry, 18 completing with despatch worthy of the
ancient warlike spirit of the country.

Captain Perrault’s company was filled up in forty-
eight hours, and the companies of Captains Duchesney,
Panet and Ecuyer have very near their complement.

The young men moved in solid columns towards the
enlisting officers, with an expression of countenance
not to be mistaken.

The Canadians are awakening from the repose of an

age, secured to them by good government and virtu- -

ous habits.
Their anger is fresh, the object of ‘their prepara.tlon
_simple and distinct.
They are to defend their king, known to them only
by acts of kindness, and a native country long since
made sacred by the exploits of their forefathers. _

-
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As to uniform, a letter from Aneas Shaw, Adjutant-
General of Militia, dated York, 29th April, 1812,
says :(—

As it is not ascertained whether Government
will provide clothing for the militia, His Honour the
President (General Brock)recommends in the event of
any portion of them being in the meantime called out
into the field, that for their,own convenience, as well
as the benefit the service, each man, as far as his cir-.
cumstances and situation allow, will provide himself
with a short coat of some dark-colored cloth, made to
button well round the body, and pantaloons suited to
the season, with the addition of a round hat. It is
also recommended to the officers, on every occasion
when in the field, to dress in conformity to the men, in
order to avoid the bad consequences of a conspicuous
dress.

On the eve of the war this letter is written :—

From George Ridout to his brother Thomas in England :—

Yorxk, 25th June, 1812.

The pleasant news of your appointment, together
with your entertaining account of your journey to
Oxford, has made our house joyful; howe¥er, mixed
with some alloy, when we consider the hazardous and
immense voyage you have before you, and the risk
you run of being made a prisoner by the French.
The papers here are filled with accounts of daily
captures.

As to the Americans disturbing us, we understand
that the question for war has passed the Congress by
a majority of sixteen. Preparations are making here
to receive them. The flank companies are paraded
every week, a fort is building here, preparations are
made at Niagara, and some new vessels are on the
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lakes. All this will avail little unless we are supported
by a regular force of ten thousand men, which number
I am afraid it is impossible for the English to spare.
I have the honor to be an ensign in a battalion
company, viz.: the Town one. Colonel Chewett has
given me to understand that in a short time I am
to be promoted to a lieutenancy in the Grenadier
company, which company is nearly of a size, tolerably
well disciplined. Duncan Cameron is the captain.

There was an express sent to General Brock in-
forming him that a body consisting of four thousand
Indians are ready at a moment’s warning to offer their
services to the British. ‘

The Americans have twelve hundred Kentucky men
now at Detroit ; a body of six hundred at Niagara;
and indeed, both lakes on the south side are lined with
them.

I know not whether father has told you that John
is a midshipman on board the Royal George, on this
lake.

Little John Radenhurst is here with a large detaoh-
ment of the Newfoundland regiment, who are dis-
tributed on board the several Vessels on the lakes
as marines.

Among other news, I must not omit letting you-

know, that father is a Member of Parliament for the
West Riding of the County of York and Simcoe. He
was returnéd by a majority of a hundred and forty-
two, against Sheppard, the only candidate who
opposed him ; as-Hamilton, the morning of the elecs
tion, resigned his interest in favor of Sheppard. His
heart failed him when ‘he saw father’s friends to the
number of one hundred and fifty turning Leach’s
corner, huzzaing, with flags flying. Only six of the
old members are returned, consequently the remainder
of the twenty-six are new. .They will compose a very
respectable House. John McDonell is one of them.
He was returned for Glengarry. Our election here
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lasted three days. General Brock is much pleased
with father’s success. We had a famous electioneer-
ing dinner after the polls closed, consisting of most of
the gentlemen in-“York.

The two last packets we have received from you
appear to have been opened. 1 expect it has excited
the curiosity of the American postmaster to see such
large packets constantly passing in the same hand and
addressed t6 one person.

June 27th, 1812.—Since I wrote, an express has
come here announcing that war is declared. Every
one is in motion. General Brock went off to Niagara
last night, with despatches tothe Indians, who are all
in readiness. I do not know what we will do with our
large family. The militia are ordered out. I must
now go. Adieu!

The John McDonell mentioned in this letter, as the
member returned for Glengarry, is the McDonell,
General Brock’s aide-de-camp, who so soon after this
date was off to the war, and who met a hero’s death
on the Heights of Queenston.

_The news of the declaration of war came to General
Brock, we are told, by special express from New York,
. sent by John Jacob Astor to Thomas Clark, of Niagara
Falls.

. -
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CHAPTER X.
OPENING OF FIRST CAMPAIGN, 1812—DETROIT.

THE American plan of attack was to invade Canada
with three armies. The army of the West on the
Detroit frontier, the army of the Centre on the Niagara,
and the army of the North on Lake Champlain. - The
latter was under the immediate command of General
Dearborn, Commander-in-Chief of the American forces.

At that time, as we have seen, Sir George
Prevost was Commander-in-Chief of the British forces
in Canada, with head-quarters at Montreal; and Major-
General Brock was in command of the Upper Pro-
vince, head-quarters at York, now Toronto.

The British- Generals found themselves on the de-
claration of war, with but a few battalions of regular

- troops (less than five thousand men) at their com-

mand, with which to occupy and defend all the posts
from Quebec to St. Joseph on Lake "Huron. A part
of a company was stationed at the latter place; two
companies of the 41st regiment were at Fort Malden,
near Amherstburg, and a battalion was divided between
Fort Erie,! Fort George and Burlington Heights—just
sufficient to guard these places in times of peace.
When the storm of war broke on Canada, it was in
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Upper Canada that the shock was first felt, and on
General Brock was laid the responsibility of conduet-
ing the opening operations of the campaign. Hisfirst
orders (26th June, 1812), were sent to Captain Roberts,
then commanding the small detachment of regulars at
St. Joseph, a military post, or rather block-house, on
an island of that nawe in Lake Huron, forty miles

north-east of Mackinaw. These orders were, to gather -

what men he could for the attack of Michillimackinac*
an-important island outpost of the Americans, com-
manding the entrance to Lake Michigan. This post,
also known as Mackinaw, was then the centre of the
fur trade with the Indians, and was guarded by a force

of seventy-five men under Lieutenant Hancks, U.S.

arfillery. Captain Roberts enlisted in his service about
one hundred and fifty voyageurs, armied with muskets
and fowling pieces, and set out with these volunteers
and his own small detachment of forty-six men, for the
capture of the fort. They embarked on the 16th July
in batteaux and canoes, and, under cover of the night
silently approached the white cliffs of Mackinaw.
The Americans were completély taken by surprise, and
the officer .in charge, not having received any instruc-

tions from head-quarters, thought his wisest course was

to surrender. This event took place on the 17th July,
1812, and apparently unimportant as was the achieve-
ment, it had the effect of establishing confidence

*0ld Fort Michillimackinac, so celebrated in Pontiac’s wars as the scenes

" of dreadful massacres, was on the mainland near by.
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throughout Canada, and of confirming the Indian
tribes of the North-West in their allegiance to Great
Britain. .

Very shortly afterwards, two American vessels laden
with furs, came into the harbour, ignorant of the cap-
ture of the fort, and were taken possession of, though
subsequently restored to their owners by Major-
General de Rottenberg. '

There is no doubt that the alliance with the Indians
was an important factor in the struggle with the
~Americans. They fought in this war of 1812, not for
love of King George, but because they hoped to receive
from his hands the justice they had sought in vain
from the Americans. It was the last throb of national
life in their now degenerate race. '

One leader they had, Tecumseh, who recalled to
their memories their famous chief of fifty years before,
Pontiac, whose name had been a terror in the West,
Tecumseh was, at this time, forty-three years of age.
He was considered by the Indians, as was also his
twin brother—the Prophet—to be of supernatural
birth. His influence was enormous, not only among
his own people, the Shawanese, but throughout the
tribes of the 'West. His mission was to bring into a
confederation or league, all the tribes of North
America, in order to regain, if possible, their old bound-
aries, and to resist the further encroachments of the
white race.
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The personal appearance of Tecumseh is thus de-
scribed :—

" His height was about five feet nine inches, his
face oval, his nose handsome and straight, his mouth
beautifully formed, like that of Napoleon I. His
eyes clear, tra.nsparent bazel, with a mild, pleasant
expression when in repose, but when exmted they

appeared like balls of fire. His complexion more of a .

light brown or tan, than red ; (his whole tribe, as well
as their kindred, the Ottawa;s had light complemons)
His limbs were s'traight, he always “stood very erect,
and walked with a brisk, elastic, vigorous step. He
invariably dressed in Indian tanned buckskin. A per-
fectly well-fitting hunting frock, descending to the
knee, was over underclothes of the same material;
the usnal cape and finish of leather fringe about the
neck, edges of the front and bottom of the frock ; a
belt of the same material, in which were his side-arms
(a silver mounted tomahawk and a knife in a strong
leather case), short pantaloons, connected with neatly
fitting leggings and moccasins, with a mantle also of
buckskin, thrown over his left shoulder, used as a
blanket in camp and a protection in storms. Such
was his dress when I last saw him on the 17th August,

%312, in Detroit. (See Colonel Hatch’s Chapter of the
ar.)

It is stated that, though Tecumseh could speak
English sufficiently well to hold conversation on
ordinary topics, he never spoke any language but his
own at any council, nor when in presence of any officer
or agent of a government. He always avoided
speaking to any official, except through an interpre-
ter, as his ideas of the honour of his people and race
precluded official intercoﬁrse:in any but the Shawanese
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tongue. This, then, was the powerful ally destined to
take such an importa.nt part in the coming war with
the Americans.

On the 12th July, 1812, General Hull crossed to
Canada from Detroit, and issued his boastful proclama-
tion to the people of Canada, offering the alternative of
peace, liberty and security ; or war, slavery and de-
* struction. From Fort George, General Brock issued
a counter-proclamation, and despatched Colonel Proc-
tor, of the 41st regiment, with a small body of troops
to reinforce Fort Malden, near Amhertsberg. Here
Proctor was joined by Tecumseh and his Indians.
General Hull made his head-quarters at Sandwich,
eighteen miles from Amhertsberg, in an unfinished °
house belonging to Colonel Baby, and remained there
with his army for about four weeks. Predatory ex-
cursions were made by his troops in the neighbouring
country; but in spite of his proclamation, the people
did not show the slightest desire to be annexed.
Numerous skirmisfies took place with Proctor’s forces
at the river Canard, and with the Indians under
Tecumseh. On the 5th August, the latter, with a
few regulars, crosged the Detroit River, and succeeded
in capturing- a c/oZvoy of provisions from Ohio, also a
detatchment on their way £rom, Detroit with General
Hull’s despatches.

At the time of the war of 1812, only the Eastern
and Southern parts of Ohio were settled. With the
exception of a few old French posts, it was an un-
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broken wilderness, an untouched forest, occupied by
powerful Indian tribes.

A succéssion of reverses seemed to have disheart-
ened General Hull, who had a wholesome dread of
Indian warfare, and he decided to recross the river to
Detroit. This he did on the 8th of August, and once
more took up his abode in the citadel. This citadel
was an enclosure of about two acres, surrounded by
sixteen-foot pickets of squared cedar, within which
were the officers’ quarters, public stores, and other
buildings.

The intelligence of the capture of Fort Michilli-
mackinac was the means of largely augmenting
Tecumseh’s forces, for, as soon as he heard of its
downfall, he despatched runners to all his associate
tribes, bidding them assemble at Malden immediately,
and telling them that the Americans, by not marching
on Malden, and by the easy discomfiture of several
detachments, had shown they would not fight; that
the braves should come forward with all speed, so as
to participate in the capture of the army and share in
the plunder, which would be great.

His appeal was promptly responded to, and by the
156th August, 700 warriors had joined him.

While these events were happening on the western
frontier, an extra session of the Legislature had been
called at York on the 29th July, by General Brock,

whose speech rang out in these clear and earnest
words :—
10
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RRPRIEE >

GENTLEMEN OF THE HoOUSE oF AssemBLy, — We are
engaged in an awful and eventful contest. By unani-
mity and despatch in our councils, and vigour in our

" operations, we may teach the enemy this lesson, that
a country defended by freemen enthusiastically
devoted to the cause of their King and constitution, ) é
can never be conquered.

The answer by the Legislature, signed Thos. Scott,
Speaker, 29th July, 1812, was as follows :—

When invaded by an enemy whose avowed object
is the entire conquest of this Province, we, laying aside
all inferior considerations, do most willingly obey your
Honour's commands, by appearing in our Legislative
capacity, for the purpose of using our utmost efforts
for the protection and defence of everything that is
dear to us as subjects and as men. .

The Assembly was prorogued as soon as it had passed
the necessary Supply Bill, and most of the members
took the field for active service.

General Brock now determined to strike a decisive
blow, and formed the daring plan of proceeding at
once, with what troops he could raise, to the western
frontier.

He knew that the Fort of Detroit was a most im-
portant position from which to control Upper Canada,’

- and determined to wrest it, if possible, from the
Americans. He had about forty men of the 41st regi-
ment with him, detached from the little garrison at
Fort George, and 250 militia. Among these were
many of the young men of York, who had volunteered

. for the expedition. :
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One of General Brock’s aides-de-camp was John

McDonell, the newly-elected member for Glengarry,
and Acting Attorney-General for the Province. He
was then in his twenty-fifth year. The other aide was
Major Glegg, of the 41st regiment.

Among the volunteers is found a name well known
afterwards in Canada—dJohn Beverley Robinson, then a
student in McDonell’s office. e N

It was a hazardous enterprise which ‘this l}ttle army
undertook ; but Brock was a leader whom xthey were
all willing to follow, and the courage and donﬁdence
with which he inspired his men, lived long fter his
brave spirit had passed away.

On the 5th of August, 1812, the expedition set out

by way of Lake Ontario to Burlington. z)l‘hey then

marched by cross-roads to Long Point, where they
arrived on the 8th, and then continued theirjourney
in open boats along the rough and dangerous coast of
Lake Erie. After four days’ and nights’ hard rowing,
they reached their destination at Amherstburg, on the
12th August, 1812. Here Brock and Tecumseh, the
most picturesque figures of the war, met; and a halo of
romance still lingers over tkp meeting of these two
men, whose names were destined to be handed down
in song and story. In some respects, the soldier and
the savage were kindred spirits. Both were bold in

- purpose, ready in resource, trusted by their followers.

Over each hung the shadow of an early heroic death.
Brock now found himself at the head of an army of

O e e N
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one thousand four hundred men, half of whom were :
Indians. After a brief consultation with Tecumseh, '
who, we are told, sketched a plan of Detroit on a
piece of birch bark for his guidance, he determined,
in spite of the disparity of numbers between his forces
and those of the Americans, to demand a surrender.
He had by this time, 15th August, established himself
at Sandwich, opposite Detroit, in the quarters at the
Baby mansion, so lately vacated by General Hull.
From there he wrote his demand for surrender, and
sent this missive to General Hull by Major Glegg,
and Lieutenant-Colonel McDonell. :

PR

HEAD-QUARTERS, SANDWICH,
August 15th, 1812. q

Sir,—The forces at my disposal authorize me to
require of you the immediate surrender of Fort De-
troit. It isfar from my inclination to join ina war of
extermination ; but you must be aware that the

. numerous body of Indians, who have attached them-
selves to my troops, will be beyond my control the
* moment the contest commences.

Isaac Brock,
Major-General.

3 dwSar o
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His Excellency Brig.-Gen. Hull. :
Commanding at Fort Detroit. - r

{
i

General Hull’s answer was :—

I have no other reply to make, than to inform you
that I am prepared to meet any force which may be
at your disposal, and any consequences which may :

_ result from any exertion of it you may think proper t
to make.
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General Brock, on receiving this reply, determined
to attempt the capture of the fort by assault. His
force consisted of thirty Royal Artillery, two hundred
and fifty of the 41st regiment, fifty Royal Newfound-
land, four hundred militia, and about seven hundred
Indians. For artillery, he had three six-pounders and
two three-pounders. Two English gunboats were on
the Detroit river. One, the Queen Charlotte, Captain
Finnis, a sloop of war, armed with eighteen twenty-
four-pounders ; the other, the brig Hunter.

On the Canadian side of the river was a battery,
under the command of Captain Dixon. This opened
fire on the evening of the 15th August, and continued
the cannonade on the morning of the 16th, when one
of the balls struck and killed Lieutenant Hancks,
who had been in command at Mackinac, and was then
a prisoner of war on parole in Fort Detroit. The
same ball passed on and mortally wounded Surgeon
Reynolds, of the Ohio Volunteers.

Early on the morning of the 16th August, General
Brock ‘crossed the River Detroit, at Sa;ndwich, where
it is about three-quarters of a mile wide, and; landed
at Spring Wells, about two miles below the fort;
formed in column, and marched up to within a mile
of the fort and halted. His Indian allies, led by
Tecumseh, had landed two miles below on the previous
evening, and moved up to the edge of the woods,

keeping a mile and a half distant, to the west of the
main body.
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With his small force and only five guns, it certainly
looked a very daring deed for Brock to attack a strong
fort defended by twenty-six pieces of ordnance of large
calibre, with one thousand nine hundred and forty
men posted in and around the fort, and three hundred
and sixty men of another detachment, who had left a
day or two previous on a short expedition, and were
now on their way back.

The following description of Fort Detroit, in 1812,

. is given by Colonel Hatch, American Quarter-master

at the time of its capture :

It is a parallelogram, with strong bastions at each
angle, surrounded by a moat or ditch twelve feet wide
at the surface, eight feet deep; a palisade or abattis
of hardwood stakes, ten feet high out of the ground,
sharpened at the top, and firmly set in the escarp
at the base of the rampart, with an inclination of
about forty-five degrees; the rampart rising perpen-
dicularly twenty-two feet, pierced with embrasures
for cannon; strong double entrance gate, with port-
cullis well ironed, on the east front, protected by a
projecting frame-work of hewed logs extending over
the moat, pierced for small arms, and a drawbridge;
sally ports near the south-west and north-west
bastions ; a parapet, banquette and terreplein, around
the entire of the inside, in the bastions as well
as the body, on the latter of which are mounted
twelve-pound and nine-pound guns, besides those of
smaller calibre and also the howitzers, each bastion
having guns raking the moat and counterscarp.
Standing on the banquette near the flag-staff at the
south-eastern angle of the body of the work, and
looking southward, no hguse or building intervenes.
All to the south for two miles, and all to the west for

__one to one and a half miles, is a level common.

[
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The road from Spring Wells passes up across the
ground between the fort and the river. A few village
dwellings are on the river side of this road, and a few
farm-houses on the west side. Fronting this road are
posted the twenty-four-pound field guns, two twelve-
pound iron, and two six-pound brass guns. In front of
the southern curtain, fifty feet in advance of the coun-
terscarp, is one s1x-pounder at the south-west angle
is one nine-pounder and one six-pounder; in front of
the western or rear curtain is one six-pounder ; at the
north-west angle, one nine-pounder and one four-

pounder, with arrangements_to rapidly concentrate at
any point at which the enemy might show itself. In
May’s orchard on the west is posted the 1st regi-
ment Ohio Volunteers; mext to them, extending to
the centre of the west curta.m is the 2nd regiment;
and then the 3rd regiment, which covers the north.
west bastion and waggon train; while, in the fort, is
the entire of the 4th United States regiment and a
part of the artillery companies. All these guns were

loaded with ball and grape. All these troops were
well armed.

Scarcely had the assault begun by the firing of the
battery on the Canadian side, when, to the surprise,
as much, it is said, of the Americans, as of the Cana-
dians, a flag of truce was displayed, and a messenger
was seen approaéhing. .

General Hull had decided to eapitulate.

By the terms of capitulation, signed 16th August,
1812, the whole territory of Michigan was ceded to the
British, two thousand five hundred American troops
became prisoners of war; thirty-seven pieces of brass
and iron ordnance, four hundred rounds of twenty-four-
pound shot, one hundred thousand cartridges and two

<o R
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thousand five hundred stand of arms fell into General
Brock’s hands.—(Colonel Cass’s report to the American
Secretary of War.)

This was indeed a sorry ending for the army of the
West, whose General, but a few weeks before, had boast-
fully declared his intention of annexing Canada to
the United States.

On the morning of the 17th, the victory was cele-
brated by firing a salute from the Esplanade, in front
of the fort, General Brock, with his suite, appearing
in full dress to receive the spoils they had so bravely
won.

The cannon used on this occasion was one of the
brass six-pounders taken by the Americans at the
battle of Saratoga on the 16th October, 1777, which
fact was recorded on the cannon in raised letters of
brass.

The salute was returned from the guns of the Queen
Charlotte.*

Colonel Hatch, in his quaint little book, gives a de-
scription of Brock as he saw him that day:—

His personal appearance was commanding. He

must have been six feet three in height, very massive
and large-boned, and apparently of immense muscular

* The much-regretted brass field-piece came again under the folds of the
‘stars and stripes at the battle of the Thames, and the Queen Charlotte,
which looked like a thing of life as she sailed up the stream with her flags
and streamers flaunting, fell from her high estate of that day of triumph,
and ended her career of honour in that great struggle on Lake Erie, on the

10th September, 1813, when her flag descended upon a bloody wave.
(Hatch.)

.
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strength. His aides, McDonell and Glegg, were ele-
gant young men, nearly, if not quite six feet in height,
and in their splendld uniform, all three presented a
brilliant appearance.

We can well believe the scene was an impressive
one, as the victorious commander stood with his troops
in the blaze of the August sunshine, while the conquered
foes laid their arms down in sullen silence at his feet.*

Beside him stood Tecumseh with his swarthy band
of braves, who probably were a little disappointed at the
bloodless nature of the victory.

General Brock lost no time in making preparations
to return. He dismissed the militia of Michigan to
their homes, placed the volunteers on parole, and sent
General Hullt with a thousand of his recular troops

*Copy of returns made by one uf General Hull's a?des and the British
Quarter-master.

One thousand nine hundred muskets and accoutrements stacked by the
effective men of the 4th United States regiment and the Ohio Volunteers
upon the Esplanade, as they marched from their positions in and around the
fort ; seven hundred muskets and accoutrements brought by the militia of
Michigan, and stacked upon the Esplanade; four hundred &gi%}ty muskets
and accoutrements brought in by the detachment and the /aorps f teamsters,
and stacked in front of the citadel.

t One cannot but have a feeling of pity for the conquered general, who
was a veteran of the Revolutionary war. On his arrival at Montreal he .
was treated with great consideration by Sir Grorge Prevost, and released
at once on parole, only, however, to find a more cruel reception at the hands
of his own countrymen. He was tried by court-martial, for the shameful
capitulation, as it was called, found guilty, and sentenced to death. His -
reasons for surrender, he said in his defence, were, that he had not
provsions enough to maintain the siege, the expected reinforcements of the
enemy, and the savage ferocity of the Indians. His sentence of death was’
remitt-d on account of past services, but his name was struck off the

army list, and the Republican hero was left in his old age a disgraced and
broken-hearted man.
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in boats to Fort Erie, thence to Montreal, as prisoners
of war.

Leaving Colonel Proctor in command at Detroit,
General Brock set out on his homeward journey on
the 18th August, and sailed down the lake to Fort
Erie in the Queen Charlotée.

He arrived at York on the 22nd August, where, we
read, he was received in triumph. Addresses of wel-
come were heaped upon him, to which he replied with

characteristic simplicity. Quebec was illuminated in
his honour.

He gave full credit to the conduct of his ‘‘ hume-
spun warriors,” as the following answer to the address
presented to him at Kingston shows :—

4th September, 1812.

Nothing but the confidence which the admirable
conduct of the York and Lincoln regiments of militia
excited, could have induced me to undertake an expe-
dition such as lately terminated so much to the
advantage of the country.

I have reason, from the reports made to me by the
officers stationed at Kingston, to rely with equal con-
fidence on the discipline and gallantry of the militia
in this district. It is with the highest satisfaction I
understand that, in the midst of unavoidable privations
and fatigue, they bear in mind that the cause in which
they are engaged involves their dearest interests, and
the happiness of their families.

\

Fétes and congratulations were not, however, suited
to Brock’s vigorous spirit, and he chafed under the
delay occasioned by the unfortunate armistice, con-
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cluded by General Prevost, on the 4th August, where-
by hostilities were stopped for a time on the Niagara
and Champlain frontiers. The effect of this armistice
was to give the Americans time to reinforce their
armies, and to strengthen themselves on the lakes.

A naval success on the Atlantic on the 19th August,
when H.M.S. Guerriere was taken by the Constitution,
had gone far to consple the Americans for their dis-
comfiture at Detroit, and they were now .hwpefully
preparing for another invasion on the Niagara ffontier,
where Major-General Van Rensselaer had’ assembled

P

an army of about six thousand men, and had
established a camp at Lewiston.

On the 30th August, General Dearborn’s aide-de-

camp arrived at Montreal, with despatches to Sir
George Prevost, announcing that the President of the
United States had not thought proper to authorize a
continuance of the provisional measure entered into
by His Excellency and General Dearborn through the
Adjutant-General, Colonel Baynes; consequently the
armistice was to cease in four days from the time of
the communication reaching Montreal, and the ports
of Kingston and Fort George. :

The following significant paragraph appears in an
extract from a Kingston paper :—

This morning (5th September, 1812) at one o’clock,
His Honour the President (Brock) left town, it is

supposed for Nlagara, in consequence of hostilities
being renewed.

-
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CHAPTER XI.
QUEENSTON HEIGHTS, 1812.

One disastrous effect of the armistice that had just
ended, was, that while it lasted the Americans had
secured the unrestricted navigatien of Lake Ontario;
and this was of the utmost importance to them, as the
supplies for their army, ordnance, etc., collected at
Oswego, could only be taken to Niagara by water, the
roads being-in such a wretched condition.

On the 26th September, General Dearborn wrote to
General Van Rensselaer “At all events we must
calculate on possessmg Upper Canada before the
winter sets in.’ ,

Genegal Brock had only at his disposal for the
defence of the Niagara frontier a force of about fifteen
hundred men, of which a large proportion we{e militia
and Indians.

The Indians were under John Brant, a son of the
celebrated chief Thayendanegea. Small garrisons held
Forts Erie and Chippewa, composed of some of the
41st, and the flank companies of the 2nd Lincoln
militia. A considerable number of militia were at

.Queenston, and posted along the line of the river -

to watch the movements of the enemy.
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From Fort George, the head-quarters of General
Brock, to Queenston, at every mile batteries were
thrown up, the principal ones being a redan battery on
Queenston Heights, and a strongly mounted battery
on Vrooman’s Point, which commanded the Lewiston
and Queenston lgndings.

Among the militia posted in and near Fort George,

~ were the flank cotnpanies of the 1st regiment of Lin=~.
coln xmilitia, under Captains Crooks and McEwen;
the flank companiesof the 4th Lincoln militia under,
Captains Nelles aghk W. Crooks; Captains Hall’s, Dur-"
and’s and Applegarth’s companies of the 5th Lincoln
militia ; Major Merritt’s yeomanry corps, and a body
of Swayzes’ militid artillery, under Captains- Powell
and Cameron.

One corps of York militia was specially favoured by,
General Brock. It was composed of young men,
sons of the earliest residents of York; and the names
on its honour roll are still familiar in many a house-
hold of the good city of Toronto. The right flank
Grenadier company was officered by Captain Duncan

,Cameron ;- senior lieutenant, William Jarvis; junior
lieutenant, Archie McLean ; third lieutenant, George
Ridout. The light company was commanded by Cap-
taln Stephen Heward. His three lieutenants were
Johy Beverley Robinson, S. P. Jarvis, Robert Stan-
ton,/ - Most of them were school-fellows, brought up
under the rule of Dr. Strachan at Cornwall.

It was early in the morning of the 13th October,
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1812, that the American Army began' crossing the -
river below the Queenston Heights. The story of

that eventful day is told so well by one who took part

in the fight, that his letter is given in full. One more

glimpse we have in it of the heroic Brock, as he rides

to his death on that gray October morning, waving

his hand in passing by to his gallant lads from York,

and bidding them press on.

Letter from ome of the York militia present at the battle of
Queenston, giving an account of the day :—
R ——~—N

Browx’s PoINT, October 14th, 1812.

About half an hour before daylight yesterday morn-
ing, Tuesday, the 13th October, being stationed at
one of the batteries between Fort George gnd Queen-
ston, I heard a heavy cannonading from Fort Grey,
situate on the height of the Mountain, on the Ameri- "
can side, and commanding the town of Queenston.

The lines had been watched with all the care and
attention which the extent of our force rendered pos-
sible, and such was the fatigue which our men under-
went from want of rest and exposure to the inclement
weather which had just preceded, that they welcomed
with joy the prospect of a field which they thought
would be decisive. Their spirits were high, and their
confidence in the General unbounded.

From our battery at Brown’s Point, about two miles
from Queenston, we had the whole scene most com-
pletely in our view..

Day was just glimmering.

The cannon from both sides of the river roared
incessantly.

Queenston was illuminated by the continual dis-
charge of small arms. C.

This last circuinstance convinced us that some of
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the enemy had landed, and in a few moments, as the
day advanced and objects became more visible, we
saw a number of Americans in boats attempting to land
upon our shore, amidst a tremendous shower of shot
of all description, which was skilfully and incessantly
levelled at them. ' :

No orders had been given to Captain Cameron, who
commanded our detachment of York Militia, what
conduct to pursue in case of an attack at Queenston;
and as it had been suggested to him that in the event
of a landing being attempted there, the enemy would
probably endeavour, by various attacks, to distract
our force, he.hesitated at first as to the propriety
of withdrawing his men. fromn the station assigned
them to defend.

He soon saw, however, that every exertion was
required in aid of the troops engaged above us, and
without further delay, marched us to the scene of
action.” On our road, General Brock passed us. He
had galloped from Niagara, unaccompanied by his
atde-de-camp, or a single attendant.

He waved his hand to us, desired us to follow with
expedition, and proceeded with all speed to the Moun-
tain. Lieutenant-Colonel McDonell and Captain
Glegg passed immediately after. At the time the
enemy began to cross, there were but two companies
of the 49th regiment, the Grenadiers and the Light
Company, and I believe three small companies of
militia, to oppose them.

Their reception was such as did honour to the cour-
age and management of our troops.

The grape shot and musket balls poured upon them
at close quarters, as they approached the shore, and
- made incredible havoc. - -

*A single discharge of grape from a brass six-pounder,
directed by Captain Dennis, of the 49th Grenadieys,
destroyed fifteen in a boat. - '

Three of the bateaux landed at the hollow below
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Mr. Hamilton’s garden, in Queenston, and were met
by a party of militia and a few regulars, who slaughtered
almost the whole of them, taking the rest prisoners.

Several other boats were so shattered and disabled
that the men in them threw down their arms and
came on shore, merely to deliver themselves up
prisoners of war. )

Thus far things had proceeded successfully, and the
General on his approach to the Mountain was greeted
with the intelligence that all our villainous aggressors
were destroyed or taken.

As we advanced with our company we met troops of
Americans on their way to Fort George, under guard,
and the road was lined with miserable wretches suffer-

_ing under wounds of all descriptions, and crawling to
our houses for protecticn and comfort. The spectacle
struck us, who were unused to such scenes, with
horror ; but we- hurried to the Mountain, impressed
with the idca tLat the enemy’s attempt was already
frustrated, and the business of the day nearly com-

. pleted.

Another brigade of four boats was just then crossing,
and the 49th Light Company, who had been stationed
on the Mountain, were ordered down to assist in pre-
venting their lunding. No sooner had they descended
than the enemy appeared in force above them. They
had probably landed before thggest, while it was yet
dark, and remained concealed by the rough crags of
the Mountain.

They possessed themselves of our battery on the
height.’ o .

General Brock rushed up the Mountain on foot,
with some troops, to dislodge them, but they were so
advantageously posted and kept up so tremendous a
fire that the small number ascending were driven back.

> The General then rallied, and was proceeding up the
right of the Mountain to attack them in flank, when
he received a ball in his breast. Several of the 49th
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assembled round him. One poor fellow was severcly
wounded_by a cannon ball and fell across the General.

They succeeded, however, in conveying his body to
Queenston.

We were halted a few moments in Mr. Hamilton's
garden, where we were exposed to the shot from the
American battery at Fort’Grey, and from several
field-pieces directly opposite to us, besides an inces-
sant and disorderly fire of musketry from the sides of
the Mountain.’

In a few minutes, we were ordered to advance on
the Mountain. The nature of the ground and the
galling fire prevented any kind of order in ascending.
We soon scrambled to the top, at the right of the
battery, which they had gained, and were in some
measure covered by the woods. There we stood and
gathered the men as they advanced, and formed them
in a line.

The fire was too hot to admit of delay. Scarcely
more than fifty collected, about thirty of whom were
of our company, headed by Captain Cameron, and the
remainder of the 49th Light Company, commanded by
Captain Williams.

Lieutenant-Colonel McDonell was there mounted,
and apimating the men to charge. He was seconded
with great spirit and valour by Captain Williams, who
exclaimed, ¢ Feel firmly to the right, my lads, advance
steadily, charge them home, and they cannot stand
you.’i . -

But the attempt was unsuccessful.

The enemy were just in front covered by bushes
and logs. They were in no kind of order, and were
three or four hundred in number. They perceived us
forming, and, at about thirty yards distance, fired.
Lieutenant-Colonel McDonell who was on the left of
our party, most heroically calling upon us to advance,
received a shot in his body and fell. - His horse was
at the same instant killed.
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Captain Williams, who was at the other extremity
of c:iur little band, fell the next moment apparently
dead.

The remainder of our men advanced a few paces,
discharged their pieces, and retired down the Moun-
tain. :

Lieutenant McLean was wounded in the thigh, and
Captain Cameron, in his attempt to save Colonel
MecDonell, exposed himself to a shower of musketry,
which he most miraculously escaped.

He succeeded in bearing off his friend, and Captain
Williams recovered from the momentary effect of the
wound in his head, in time to escape down the
mountain. This happened, I think, about 10 a.m.

Our forces rallied about a mile below.

General Sheaffe, with the 41st from Fort George, . -
nearly three hundred in number, came up soon after
with the field-pieces of the Car.Brigade.*

.All the force that could be .collected was now
mustergd, and marched through the fields back of
Queenston, ascended the Mountain on the right, and |
remained in the woods in rear of the enemy till intelli-
gence was gained of their position. During this time,
the Americans were landing fresh troops unmolested,
and carrying back their dead and wounded in their
return boats. . :

“About three o’clock p.m.General Sheaffe advanced
through the woods, towards the battery on the Moun-
tain, with the main body, composed of the 4lst and

the Niagara militia flank companies (with field-pieces)
" on the right. The Mohawk Indians; under Captain
Norton, and a Niagara company of Blacks, proceeded
along the brow of the mountain on the left, and the
Light company of the 49th, with our company of

* The ** Car Brigade ” referred to was a volunteer compan{ of farmers’

sons, who had offered their services to Brock, together with their draught

horses, free of expense, on the eve of the war. He had accepted their

F.triotic proposal, and, by 3rd July, 1812, this brigade was completed, and
ully equipped, under Captain Holcroft, of the Royal Artillery.
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militia broke through the centre. In this manner we
rushed through the woods to the encamping ground
on the Mountain which the enemy then occupied, and
which had been the scene of their morning’s success.
The Indians were first in advance. As soon as they
perceived the enemy they uttered their terrific war-
whoop, and rushing rapidly upon them, commenced a
most destructive fire. Our troops instantly sprung for-
ward from all quarters, joining in the shout. The
Americans gave a volley, then retreated tumultuously,
and fled by hundreds down the Mountain. At that
moment Captain Bullock and one hundred and fifty of
the 41st, and two flank companies of militia appeared
advancing on the road from Chippewa. The consterna-
tion of the enemy was complete. Though double in
number, they stopped not to withstand their pursuers,
but fled with the utmost precipitation. Never were
men more miserably situated. They had no place to
retreat to, and were driven by a furious and avenging
enemy, from whom they had little mercy to expect, to
the brink of the Mountain which overhangs the river.
They fell in numbers—the river presented a shocking
spectacle, filled with poor wretches, who plunged into
the stream from the impulse of fear, with scarcely the
prospect of being saved. Many leaped down the side
of the Mountain to avoid the horrors which pressed on

‘them, and were dashed to pieces by the fall. The fire

from the American batteries ceased.

Two officers were now seen coming up the hill with a
white flag, and with some difficulty the slaughter was
suspended. They were conducted up the Mountain
to General Sheaffe. A cessation of hostilities for three
days was asked for, and assented to. Thus, about
four p.m., ended the business of this day, so impor-
tant to the inhabitants of this Province. The invasion
of our peaceful shores by its unprincipled neighbours,
has terminated in the entire loss of their army, with
everything brought over, not excepting their standards,
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Among the officers of the militia mentioned in Gen-
eral Sheaffe’s report as having signalized themselves
for the gallant and steady manner in which they led the
troops under their command were Lieutenant- Colo-

e

Applegarth, James Crooks Cooper, R. Ha.mllton,Q

McEwen and Duncan Cameron; Lieutenant Butler,
Lincoln militia, and Lieutenant Richardson, York
militia.

While the action at Queenston was going on, the
guns at Fort George had been bombarding Niagara,
and had silenced that Fort. The firing was ably
directed by Colonel Claus and Brigade-Major Evans,
and the guns were under the immediate direction of
Captains Powell and Cameron,of the Militia Artillery.

It is difficult to understand how the Americans dare
to claim even a partial victory at Queenston, in the
face of the following despatch sent from Major-Gene-
ral Van Rensselaer to Major-General Dearborn, the
American Commander-in-Chief :

“14¢h October, 1812.

“ Wadsworth surrendered with all his forces, mne
hundred men.” .

" General Sheaffe’s prisoners amounted to more than
his army, not counting the Indians engaged.
, The following letter gives a short account of what
followed the battle, and of the buna.l of General
Brock.
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From Lieutenant G. Ridout to his Brother in York :—

BrowN’s PoINT, 218t October, 1812.

As I have already given father a short account of
the transactions of the 13th inst., I think it unneces-
sary to repeat it, as you have, of course, been made
acquainted with the contents of my letter of that
date. Were it not for the death of General Brock and
McDonell, 6ur victory would have been glorious, and
.really a matter of triumph ; but losing in one man, not
only the President of the Province, but cur ablest
general, is an irreparable loss under the existing cir-
cumstances at a time when his moderation and im-
partiality had united all parties in pronouncing him
the only man worthy of being at the head of affairs.
One field-piece, one stand of colours, one ammunition
waggon, 1,200 stand of arms, besides those seized by
the Indians and militia, amounting to at least 400
more, together with 1,000 prisoners, were the fruits of
that day’s success. .

As Congress meets in November, no doubt that
Van Rensselaer, the American general, had been urged
to make an attack by Madison, so that the latter
might make a favourable report of the game at Wash-
ington. General Smyth, the Democrat, has now the
chief command. He asserts that he is determined to
conquer Canada, even if he loses a hundred thousand
men. Such gasconading is not to frighten us, as it is
well known that the American Government is not able
to feed, clothe and equip so great a force. About an.
hour since, two men marched down to Niagara, under
a guard. They crossed the river above Fort Erie.
Bo they say. They state that the American force is
about 12,000, that the greater part of that army is
stationed at Lewiston, a village opposite Queenston,
that the Americans intend making three attacks at
different places, that they are determined to have the
command of the lakes, and for that purpose have nearly
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400 men on the two lakes, constructing gun-boats, and
refitting merchant vessels. All this may be a trick of
the Yankees to engage our attention to the fortifying
of Queenston, while in reality they may be concerting
measures for crossing at Chippewa, or above that place.
The latter, I think, is the case, as large bodies of the
enemy have been seen moving up from Niagara in that
direction.
I do not think the time is far distant when another
attack is to be made. With another regiment, I have
no doubt that the country would be perfectly safe
from all attempts they might make to subdue us.
General Brock and McDonell were buried on the 17th,
in one of the batteries of the garrison, called the York
battery, as our men were employed in constructing it.
It was his desire to be buried in it, showing even to
the last a preference to everything helonging to the
name of York. ‘
The burial was the grandest and most solemn I ever
witnessed, or that has been seen in Upper Canada. I
was one of poor McDonell’s pall bearers. The coffins
were preceded first by a company of regulars, then a
band of music, then the corpses, followed by another
body of regulars and militia. The whole distance
between the Government House and Garrison, where
they were interred, was lined by a double row of
militia and Indians, resting on their arms reversed.
Minute guns fired during the whole procession.* MTr.
Addison read the service in a very impressive manner.
The American prisoners, officers and men, are the
most savage looking fellows I ever saw. To strike a
greater terror in their enemies they had allowed their
beards on their upper lips to grow. This, however,
had no other effect upon us than to raise seisations of
disgust. I was over yesterday with - a flag to the

* Minute guus were also fired by the Americans at Fort Ni and at
Lewiston, as a mark of res to a brave enemy, by command of Major-
General Van Rensselaer. ing).
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American garrison, and witnessed the destruction
made by our cannon. Every building is completely
riddled, but owing to the want of farnaces on our side,
we were unable to fire their garrison. .

This is a letter of military occurrences.

That the day is not far distant when peace may
be restored, and the roar of cannon and whizzing of ..
balls may be no longer heard, is the sincere wish -
of your affectionate brother. :
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CHAPTER XIIL. .
- | 4

END OF FIRST GAMPAIGN, 1812.

)

ArTer the battle of Queenston, an armistice was
agreed upon by General Sheaffe. This armistice,

which wasnot approved of by Sir George Prevost, was -

confined tothe frontier between Erie and Ontario, to
be terminated at forty-eight hours’ notice. - It is not
likely tﬁe fiery Brock would have consented to this
delay, thch was of no advantage to the Canadians,
and only afforded the Americans time to reorganize
their demoralized forces, and prepare for a second
descent on the Niagara frontier. General Smythe
had succeeded Van Rensselaer in the command of the
army of the Centre, and had assembled at Buffalo
about 5,000 men, to whom he boastfully promised
that in a few days he would plant the American
- standard in Canada. Their watchword was to be *“The
cannons lost at Detroit or death.” So confident was
he of conquest, that he told the commandant at Fort
Niagara to save the buildings of Fort George and
Newark, for winter quarters for his army.

No reinforcements had arrived for General Sheaffe.

The militia, who, after Queenston, had retuined to

their homes to gather in the remains of the harvest,
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now came back to their posts, determined to defend
every inch of the ground. By the American account,
the force collected at Black Rock, near Buffalo, was
4,500 men. On the morning of the 28th November,
they were to embark from the Navy-yard, near Buffalo,
for the conquest of Canada. There were seventy
boats, calculated to hold forty men each, lying ready
for the expedition, also five scows to hold 100 men

- each, and ten scows for the artillery.

Before daylight on the 28th November, part of this
force, about 450 men, under Major Boerstler and Cap-
tain King, crossed the river, and landed about two

" miles below Fort Erie. At this point there was a
- battery, and a detachment of the 49th regiment,
" under Lieutenants Bartley and Lamont. This detach-

ment made a gallant defence, but was almost cut to
pieces. Lamont was wounded severely; Bartley
retreated to the edge of the woods, and joined Captain
Whelan of the Newfoundland Fencibles, and three
companies of the Lincoln militia, who were coming
to the relief of the battery. The enemy had taken
the works, but the Canadians charged and re-took
them at the point of the ba.yonét.

Captain King, General Smythe’'s aide-de-camp, and
forty men were taken prisoners. Colonel Cecil Bishopp,
then at Chippewa, heard the firing, and ordered Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Clark of the Lincoln militia, and Major
Hatt with a detachment of the 49th regiment, to the
soene of action. The guns, which had been displaced
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by the enemy, were remounted by Captain Kirby of the
militia and Bombardier Jackson, and brought to bear ..
on the retreating boats. The American account of
this affair says, that the main body of the Americans
was s0 tardy in embarking, that their small force on
the Canadian side under Boerstler and King were
taken prisoners, and about five hundred British were
drawn up in line on the shore, sounding their trumpets
~ and bugles, prepared to receive the others. General
Smythe, although 2,000 men were embarked, ready
to proceed, ordered a postponement of the expedition.
Sunday, 29th of November, another order for embarka-
~ tion, and another postponement came. Then General
8mythe, bethinking himself no doubt, of General
Brock’s method at Detroit, sent a flag of truce, and a
summons to Colonel Bishopp, commandant of Fort
Erie, to surrender the fort, and so avoid further blood-
shed. Colonel Bishopp sarcastically replied, ‘ Let
your general come and take it.” This, however, the
doughty Ameérican did not consider prudent to attempt,
but thought it his duty, as he says in his despatch, “ to
follow the cautious counsels of experience, and not
precipitation.” .

On the 1st Deﬂq‘_‘gamb‘er, his troops were embarked,
only waiting the word of command to proceed, when
he gave orders instead, to disembark, as the invasion
of Canada was abandoned for the season. It is but

. justice to the Americans to say that they were dis-
-5, gusted with their cowardly commander. General

-
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Parter’'s account (American) says, 4,000 men dis-
banded, firing their muskets in every direction.
General Smythe’s excuse for his conduct was, that he
“had not enough men, and could not depend on those
-he had. He also accused General Porter, the con-
tracting agent for the army, of interested motives in
- wishing the army to be in Canada, as he would not
then be obliged to supply it ; as his present contract
was a losing one. However, that might be, the fates
were not propitious to the army of the Centre in the
year 1812, _

Nor was the Grand Army of the North much more
fortunate. General Dearborn had 10,000 men under
his command on the Lower Canadian frontier. He,
however, attempted nothing but a few Qnimportant and
unsuccessful skirmishes. Late in November, he deter-
mined on a more ambitious enterprise. Major de
Salaberry commanding the Canadian Voltigeurs, who
were guarding the advanced posts on the line, received
intelligence that the Americans, 10,000 strong, were
advancing upon Odelltown. There was no time to be
lost, and Mujor de Salaberry set about strengthening
his position. The French-Canadians rallied on all
sides, to repulse the invaders; the roads were barri-
oaded with felled trees, and every post was guarded.
~ On the 20th November, at three in the morning, the
enemy, about 1,400 strong, were noticed fording the
River Lacolle, near Rouse’s Point. Here there was a .
-log guard-house, which was set on fire by the Canadian

.
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guard, who, keeping up a brisk firing, withdrew. The
Americans became confused in the darkness, and fired
on each other, maintaining their suicidal contest for

half an hour, when, the moon rising, their mistake

was revealed to them, and they retired in confusion to
Champlain. The whole Montreal district was now
roused. Sir George Prevost called out all the militia
for active service, and so bold a front was displayed
that General Dearborn, despairing of a successful

‘attack on Montreal, retired with the Grand Army of

the North, to safe winter quarters at Plattsburg.

Thus closed the campaign of 1812. -

The discomfiture of Generals Hull, Wadsworth,
Van Rensselaer and Smythe, had been complete.

Dearborn 'bad remained inactive. Not a foot of
Canadian territory had been lost. The invaders had
not only been repulsed in every quarter, but had lost,
for the time, a considerable portion of their own terri-
tory. Colonel Proctor still held Fort Detroit and
the State of Michigan, and the guns of Fort Niagara
were silenced.

On December 29th, the Parliament of Lower Canada

met, and the Governor-General in the opening Speech -

expressed his satisfaction at the termnination of the
first campaign, ‘“in the complete discomfiture of
the plans of the enemy for the conquest of Upper
Canada, by the capture of Michillimackinac and De-
troit, and the surrender of the invading army with its
general ; the brilliant achievement at Queenston, and
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other recent advantages gained, over the enemy, both
in Lower and Upper Canada.” In England, on the
last day of November, 1812, the Prince Regent, in
his Address to Parliament, congratulated the country
on the brave stand made in Canada.

The following letter gives an interesting description
of affairs in Upper Canada at the close of the year
1812. It is dated Toronto, not York, showing that
even then there was a clinging to the old name, which
was destined to be the permanent one.

The letter gives an account of the affair at Black
Rock, on the 28th November, and also tells of the
preparations for the coming campaign that were
being made at York and elsewhere. ‘

Volunteering was going on with vigour and patriotic
zeal. .

To show the alacrity with which the youth of the
country flew to arms, it may be mentioned tha ee
of the Ridout boys had enlisted, the eldest only
twenty-one years old; what was done in this house-
hold was done m many a home throughout Canada.

Letter from Lieutenant Thomas G. Ridowd, afterwards Deputy
- Assistant-Commissary-General, during the War, to his
Cousin in England :—

_ ToroxTo, UPPER CANADA, January 5th, 1813.

My Dear Bersey,—Five tedious months have
passed away singe I bid you and all my young English
friends a long farewell. Our Canddian winter has set
in very severe, and here I am on the north shore of
Lake Ontario, whose great surface is frozen as far as
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the eye can reach, and appears like an immense desert
of snow. On the land side we are surrounded by a
forest of pines, 180 or 190 feet in height. The Five
Nation Indians, who have come down to the war, are
encamped on the skirts of the woods back of the town.
They keep us alive with their war dances, and make
the dark cedar woods echo with savage yells.

The excellent musket your father presented me
with has not seen any actual service farther than an
affair between the Royal George and American fleet,
in which I happened to be present, by going on board
to see my brother John, who is a midshipman, and i
behaved himself very well on that day. I continued
in her, cruising on the lake, ten days, when we re-
turned to port, and I was obhged to finish my journey
by a marcg of 238 miles, along the banks of the lake,
with a knapsack and musket on my shoulder, and a
young Mississauga Indian for a companion.

My brother George and myself have the honour to

be Lieutenants in the Toronto volunteers, and we have
just returned from Niagara (where I joined themabout a
month ago) to this place, where we spend our winter.
“Wide awake’ is the word for the spring. Great
preparations are making on both sides for an a.ctxve\—
campaign next summer. The Americans, in order to
secure the command of our great inland seas, hgye
upon this lake a naval force of two frigates of thnﬂ%a
siX guns, a brig of war and corvette, of eighteen gun
each, and sixteen heavy armed schooners, bemdes""j
two fn}&tgs on Lake Erie and another on Lake .~
Huronj-which will all begin to act upon us about
the 1st of May next, when the winter breaks and
navigation opens. On our part, we have two large
frigates on the stocks in this town, at which 400
workmen are employed. They will "be rigged and

- finished, notwithstanding the cold weather, in twelve

weeks, and are to be manned 500 officers and
seamen from Halifax, who aré now on their way
A
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through the woods to thf(éf\country. At Kingston, the

eastern end of Ontario, we have two corvettes of .
twenty guns each and are building a third. Upon

Lake Erie we have another frigate on the stocks.

The Americans have 2,000 seaman upon the lakes
of Canada, one-third of whom are British. The
transportation of heavy guns, rigging, anchors and
other naval stores for these new ships, is very expen-
give to Government, as they are drawn by horses over
the snow from Quebec, a distance of 700 or 800
miles, a greater part of which is through the woods.
Messages and deputies have been sent to all the
Indian tribes within 1,000 miles, to come down to the
war by the month of.April next. - s

In a proclamation, which General Smythe lately
made to his Yankee army at Niagara, he offers forty
dollars reward for every Indian scalp, and orders death
toevery Canadianfound fighting beside a savage warrior;
-but his threats are laughed at, and will only be re-
taliated on his own men. On the 28th November last
he sent 400 men across the river, about thirty-two
miles above Niagara, (Newark), who surprised
and killed all our soldiers at two batteries and spiked
‘. the guns. This was three hours before daylight, when
Captain McAntire formed some men of the 49th and a
few militia, and immediately charged through them
when they broke and fled to the river and were made
prisoners. At daylight, 1,000 more in thirteen
large boats came over. Not ashot was fired until they
came within one hundred yards, when our men opened
gix field-pieces and a stream of musketry upon them,
which sunk three boats in a minute. The remaining
ten, terribly cut up, rowed within forty feet of our
shore, and cried for quarter which was refused; and
“they were forced to return under a severe, fire, that
killed and wounded upwards of five hundred of their
number and struck such a panic in the great General
Smythe, that he disembarked 6,000 troops, out of
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113 large boats and scows, who in a few minutes
were about to follow their forlorn hope. The
reason he gave was, that the militia could not be
trusted,: which was no sooner known than 38,000
men marched off by companies to their respec-
tive homes, firing every round in the air, and threaten-

ing to put their general to death for the insult offered ,

their courage. Since that time his camp is broken up,
and the regulars gone into winter quarters. The
American Government pay their private soldiers ten
dollars per month, besides allowances. As an induce-
ment for men to enlist, they each receive a grant of
two hundred acres of land in Upper Canada, and the

whole country is to be given up for plunder or booty,

as they term it. The British troops receive but three
and one quarter dollars per month, with which they
are more comfortable. Last night a poor sentinel
froze to death at his post in three guarters of an hour.
One of our frigates is laid on the keel of a fifty-gun
ship.

P.S.—We have just heard that General Dearborn,
with 18,000 men, is within two days march of our
Niagara frontier, we all expect to be ordered to-morrow
from this side of the lake to Niagara, when our whole
force will amount to 7,000 men, the greater part militia.
The Yankee general, Harrison, who invaded the Indian
country with 6,000 men, has been defeated by the
Indians of the Wabash, and his whole army destroyed.

. The affair of the Royal George, mentioned in the

letter, took place on the 9th November, 1812, off
Kingston harbour. Commodoré Chauncey, command-
ing the Oneida, with a fleet of seven vessels, lay in
wait off the ‘Ducks,” on the 8th November, for the
Royal George, Captain Popham, of twenty-six guns,

the Duke of Gloucester, ten guns, and the Prince
12
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Regent, fourteen guns, who were returning from Fort
George. |

These vessels got safely into the Bay of Quinte, and
during the night, proceeded towards Kingston har-
bour, whither the Commodore followed them on the
morning of the 9%th November. A fierce engagement
of two hours took place, but the fire from the Royal

; George and the Kingston batteries, proving too hot,
the American vessels sailed back to Sackett’s Harbour.
On the way, the Oneida fell in with the Eurl of Moira
escorting a sloop, containing General Brock’s private ;
effects, silver,etc. These were taken, but were hon-
ourably restored to his cousin and secretary, Captain
Brock. Commodore Isaac Chauncey, whose name
will appear very frequently in these chronicles, was, at
the time of the breaking out of the war, in charge of(
the navy-yard at Brooklyn, New York.

. The skrimish with the Royal George on the 9th
November, 1812, was his first appearance as the com-
mander of a squadron. i

John Ridout, who bore himself so well on that excit-
ing day, was then but fourteen years old. He served
a8 midshipman for a year, but was made prisoner at ;
the taking of York, in April, 1813. He was then, with
other militia prisoners, placed on parole.

He escaped the perils of the three years’ war, to
meet a tragic death, in 1817, in a duel, almost the last
fought in Upper Canada. The duel was occasioned
by a quarrel with a former friend, ten years his senior.

L e
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The fatal encounter took place in a field on the west
side of Yonge Street, in what is, at the present day,
the centre of Toronto.

In the old churchyard of St. James’ Cathedral,
whose quiet is now invaded by the busy hum of a great
city, the young midshipman sleeps, beside his old
father. ~ The stone that marks his resting-place,
blackened by time, and half covered with the mould
of three-quarters of & century, bears this inscription:—

In memory of

JOHN RIDOTUT,
Son of Thos. Ridout, Surveyor-General.

His tilial affection, engaging manners and nobleness of mind

gave early gromme of future excellence. This promise he
gallantly fulfilled by his brave, active and enterp‘nsmg conduct,
which gained the praise of his st:{)ermrs while serving as mid-
shipman in the Provincial Navy during the late war. At the
return of peace he commenced with ardour the study of the law
and with the fairest prospects, but a blight came, and he was
consigned to an early ve, on the 12th day of July, 1817,
aged 18, deeply lamented by all who knew him.
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CHAPTER XIIIL

SECOND CAMPAIGN, 1818—FRENCHTOWN, OGDENSBURG, YORK.

TaE information contained in the letter of the 5th
January, that General Harrison’s army had beeifl
destroyed by the Indians on the western frontier, was
not correct. Probably an exaggerated report of some
American reverses had reached York. ~

General Harrison, afterwards President of the

United States, and grandfather of the present Presi--

dent, was the most formidable of the generals then
charged with the invasion of Canada. General Dearf-
born now, at the opening of the ¢ampaign of 1813,
commanded in person the army of the Centre, fron
Buffalo, Lake Erie, to Sackett’s Harbour, at the lowq'r
end of Lake Ontario. The army of the North, op
Lake Champlain, was.commanded by General Hamﬁ-
ton, while Generals Harrison and Winchester sha.reb
the command of the army of the west, from Buffalo
westward as far as the British frontier extende(i.
These generals were to attempt the recapture of
Michigan, still held by the British troops under
 Proctor, in alliance with the Indians under Tecumsel.
_ <For this purpose, General Winchester, with about
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1,000 men, advanced from the Miami river, and pro-
ceeded to take possession of Frenchtown, on the River
Raisin, about twenty miles south of Detroit. The
capture of the place was easily effected, as it was only
occupied by a small body of Canadian (Essex) militia,
and some Indians. As soon as Colonel Proctor, then
at Malden, heard of the capture of Frenchtown, he
collected his troops, consisting of about 600 regulars
and militia, and 200 Indians, and marched with haste
to distddgethe Americans. At daylight, on the 22nd
January, 1813, the attack began. Such was its im-
petuosity that in half an hour the left wing of the
American force was driven from its position, and its
retreat cut off by the Indians. General Winchester
was taken prisoner by a Wyandot Chief (Roundhead),
and sent to Colonel Proctor. :

The left wing of the Americans was then attacked,
and after a stubborn resistance, capitulated. " The
prisoners of war were upwards of 600.

Charges were made by the Americans that the
prisoners at Frenchtown, or Riviere aux Raisins, were
mhuma.nly massacred. . No doubt atrocities were -
commztted by the Indians in spite of the efforts of
their chiefs, who are said to have behaved well. A
paper’ of- 2nd February (Chilicothe Journal) says,
“Those who had surrendered on the field were taken
prisoners, those who attempted escape were toma- -
hawked.”

Major Richardson, of the 41st, gives the following
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description of the appearance of the Indians as they
marched beside their white allies : —

No other sound than the measured step of the
troops interrupted the solitude of the scene, rendered
more imposing by the appearance of the warriors,
" whose bodies, stained and painted in themost fnghtful.
manner for the occasion, glided by us with almost
noiseless velocity ; some painted white, some black,
others half black and half red, half black and half
white ; all with their hair plastered in such a way as
to resemble the bristling guills of the porcupine, with
no other covering than a cloth around their loins, yet
armed to the teeth with rifles, tomahawks, war clubs,
spears, bows and arrows, and scal;aang knives. Utter-
ing no sound, and mtent on reaching the enemy
unperceived, they might have passed for the spectres
of those wilds—the ruthless demons- which war had
unchained for the punishment and oppression of men.

Colonel Proctor says, in his despatch to Sir Q.
Prevost :—

After suffering, for our numbers, a considerable loss,
the enemy’s force posted in houses and enclosures,
which “from dread of falling into the hands of the
Indians, they most obstinately defended, at length

~ surrendered at discretion; ‘the other part of their
force in attempting to retreat by the way they came,
were, I believe, all, or with very few exceptions,
killed by the Indians.

-

The next affair of importance was Colonel Me-
Donell’s brilliant and successful attack gn Ogdens-
burg.

‘ Dunng the winter sklrmlshmg parties from the
garrison at Ogdensburg had crossed the frozen St.
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Lawrence, there only about a mile in width, and had
committed numerous depredations, even carrying off,
. it is said, on one occasion fifty inhabitants of the
neighbourhood of Prescott as prisoners. v o
About seven o’clock on the morning of the 22nd
February, 1818, Colonel McDonell crossed the ice
with a force ,consisting of 480 regulars and militia,
advanced under a 'heavy fire from'thé American fort,

and drove the enemy’s infantry to the woods.
The gallant colonel of the Glengarries tells the

story of the fight as follows :—

-
—
-
-

My force consisted of about 480 regulars and militia, = .
and was divided into two columns; the right com., g4
manded by Captain Jenkins, of the Glengarry Lighfszs
Infantry, Fencibles, was composed of his own fankg 2
company, and about seventy. militia; and from th& -
state of the ice, and enemy’s position in the old French -
fort, was directed to check his left, and interrupt his
retreat, while I moved on with the left column, con- '.
sisting of 120 of the King’s regiment, forty of the Royal

; Newfoundland, and about 200 militia, towards his
5y position in the town, whére he had posted his heavy
2 field artillery. :

The depth of the snow retarded, in some degree, the
advance of both columns, and exposed them, particu-
larly the right, to a heavy cross-fire from the batteries
of the enemy, for a longer period than I had expected ;
but pushing on rapidly after the batteries began to
open up on us, the left column soon gained the right
bank of the river, under the direct fire of the enemy’s
artillery and line of musketry posted on an eminence
near the shore. Moving on rapidly my advance, con-
sisting of the detachment of the Royal Newfoundland
and some select militia, I turned. his right with the
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‘ detachment of the King’s regiment, and after a few
; discharges from his artillery took themn with the
: bayonet, and drove his infantry through the town,
some escaping across.the Black river into the fort.

The -majority fled to the woods, or sought refuge
in the houses, from whence they kept up such a galling
fire, that it was neeessary to dislodge them with our
field-pieces, which now came up from the bank of the
river, where’ they had stuck on landing in the deep
SNOW. . . _

Having gained the high ground on the brink of
the Black river opposite the fort, I prepared to carry
it by storm, but the men being quite exhausted, I pro-
cured time for them to recover breath, by sending in a
summons requiring an unconditional surrender.*

During these transactions, Captain Jenkins had
gallantly led on his golumn, and had been exposed to
a heavy fire of sevenguns,which he bravely attempted
to take with the bayonet, though covered with 200 of
the enemy’s best troops.

Advancing as rapidly as the deep snow and the
exhausted state (in consequence) of his men would
admit, he ordered a charge, and had not proceeded
many paces when his left arm was broken to pieces by
a grape shot; but still undauntedly running on with
his men, he almost immediately after was deprived of
the use of his right arm by a discharge of case shot;
still heroically disregarding all personal considerations,
he nobly advanced cheering his men to the assault till
exhausted by pain and loss of blood he became unable
to move.

His company gallantly continued the charge
under Lieutenant Macaulay; but the reserve not
being able to keep up with them they were compelled
by the great superiority of the enemy to give way,

* The message sent was : *“If you surrender, it shall be well ; if not,
every man shall be put to the bayonet.” Forsythe’s answer was: ‘¢ Tell
Colonel McDonell there must be more fighting done first.” (Lossing).
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leaving a few on a commanding position, and a few
of the most advanced in the enemy’s possession, nearly

about the time that' I gained the height above men-
tioned.

The enemy hesitating to surrender, I ingtantly
carried his eastern battery, and by it silenced axother
which opened again, and ordering on the advanck the
detachment of the King’s and the Highland company
of militia, under Captain Eustace, of the King’s regi-
ment, he gallantly rushed into the fort ; but the enemy
retreating by the opposite entrance escaped into the
woods,which I should effectually have prevented if my
Indian warriors had returned sooner from a detached
service on which they had that morning been em-
ployed.

The spoils taken in this affair were eleven pieces of
cannon, all the ordnance, marine, commissariat, and
quarter-master-general’s stores, four officers and
* seventy rank and file prisoners, also two armed
schooners and- two large gun-boats which were burnt.
The loss was:- One sergeant, seven rank and /file
killgd ; one field officer, two captafns, five subalterns,
four sergeants, forty rank aﬁld,ﬁle wounded.

Many are the names mentioned in the despatch
as conspicuous for gallant conduct on that day.
Among others Lieutenant. Macaulay, afterwards Sir J.
B. Macaulay, Chief Justice of Upper Canada.  He
served throughout the war, and also distinguished
himseif at Oswego, Lundy’s Lane and Fort Erie.

His regiment, the Glengarries, was a Highland
Catholic regiment composed of men, who, under the
leadership of Alexander McDonell, priest of the clan

»
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of Glengarry, had emigrated from Scotland to Canada
in 1803. They settled in the Eastern district, where
they obtained, through the influence of their devoted
friend and leader, a grant of 160,000 acres of land.

When Canada was threatened. with invasion, in
1812, Alexander McDonell with his kinsman, George
MecDonell, the hero of Ogdensburg, formed a regiment -
called the Glengarry Light Infantry Fencibles, whose
soldiers fought for their adopted land as their fore-
fathers of old had fought for bonny Scotland. Lieu-
tenant-Colonel George McDonell, known also among

'~ the Highlandersg;Red George,” whowas in command
at the taking of ensburg, distinguished himself in
many another fight, notably at Chateauguay. -

The_  fighting cliapla.in, Alexander McDonell,
always accompanied his regiment into the field, and
~where ¢ ¢Maighster Alastair’ led, there never foot
went back.” He became afterwards the first Catholic
diocesan Bishop of Kingston, and lived to a good
old age. ~ ‘

John MecDonell, aide-deieamp and military secre-
tary to General Brock, who met his death on the
heights of Queenston, was another kinsman of the

- Bishop’s. '

Parliament met at York, on the 25th Féb;uary,
1813-—and now, instead of the lamented Brock, it was
General Roger Hall Sheaffe, who opened /it as Presi-
dent. : g
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His speech reads :— -

It affords me satisfaction that the first time I am
called upon to address you in this place, I-have to
offer you my cordial congratulations on the uniform
success which has crowned His Majesty’s arms in this
~Province. The enemy has been foiled in repeated
attempts to invade it. Three of his armies have been
surrendered or completely defeated, and two important
fortresses wrested from him. In this glorious campaign
the valour and discipline of His Majesty’s regular
troops have been nobly supported by the zeal and
bravery of our loyal militia.

In April, 1813, the ice broke up at Sackett’s Har- -

bour, where the American squadron, under Commo-
dore Chauncey, had wintered.

A plan was organized by General Dearborn, in
which he proposed, in co-operation with the fleet, to
take possession of Littlé York, the capital of Upper
Canada, and to proceed thence to the assault of Fort
"George, the bulwark of the Niagara peninsula.

At that time there were only a few Canadian vessels,
on the lake, and these were badly manned, and ill-
provided. .

Sir James Yeo, with a reinforcement of English
seamren, did not arrive until May, 1813. The fort at
_ York was not strong enough to defend the town, and
besides, the majority of the fighting force of Upper

Canada were at Fort George, and scattered along the

western frontier. About 200 militia, 300 regular
. troops and 100 Indians, were all that could be mustered




~

180 TEN YEARS OF UPPER CANADA.

for the defence of the place, whose only inhabitants
were old men, women and children.
No doubt the lake was anxiously scanned each
morning-to see what vessels were in sight. )
In Surveyor-General Ridout’s diary for 1813, there
are numerous jottings of passing events. Thefirst
entry is: * — - ' '
Yorg, Monday, 26th April.

At four p.m. the enemy’s fleet was reported to be

about twenty miles from hence, and apparently com-
ing hither.

Tuesday, 27th April.— At seven this morning,
enemy’s fleet came to anchor off the garrison, and be-
gan firing and landing men. There were fourteen
vessels, had above 1,000 seamen and 2,000 troops on
board, and carrying upwards of 100 guns. We had to
oppose them ‘only five guns, 300 regulars and 208

militia.

The approach of the fleet being discovered from the
garrison at York, Gen. Sheaffe, who was at that time’
in command there, hastily collected his whole force,
consisting of less than 700 regulars and militja,and some
Indians, and disposed them in the best way to resist
the landing of the American force. The Grenadier com- -
pany of the 8th fegiment was paraded on the shore of
the Humber Bay, very near to what is now the entrance
to High Park. The Indians, under the command of
Colonel Givihg’", were placed in groups, in and about

* This diary is written on the blank pages of an almanac, whose title-page

bears this inscription :” ¢ The Quebec Almansc, for the year 1813, being
the first after Leap Year. Printed and sold by J. Neilson.”
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the woods. Strong field-works had also been thrown
up towards the town. The Indians were intended to

act as sharpshooters, and were to annoy the Ameri-

cans at the point where the wind would allow them to
land.
Commander Chauncey, of the American fleet, says

in his letter to the Secretary of the Navy, of the 28th )

April, 1813 :—

U. S. SHiP MADISON, off York.

- 'We arrived here yesterday morning and took a posi-
tion about one mile to the south and westward of the
enemy’s principal fort, and as near the shore as we
could with safety to our vessels. The place fixed
upon by the Major-General and myself for landing the
troops, was the site of the old French fort, Toronto.

The debarkation "‘commenced at eight o’clock in the

morning, and was completed about ten. The wind
blowing heavy from the eastward, the boats fell
to the leeward of the position fixed upon, and were in
consequence exposed to a galling fire from the enemy,
who had taken a position in a thlck wood near where
the first troops landed.

Major Forsythe, with his riflemen in several large
_bateaux, were the first to land.

General Pike, who wa$ watching the boats from the
ship, saw his troops pause under the hot shower of
bullets, and springing into the boat reserved for him-

self and staff, pushed off for the shore, closely fol- -

"lowed by three companies of the 15th American regi-
ment, under Major King. Before he reached it,

Forsythe, ~witﬁ"§j§ men had landed, and was already .
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engaged with the principal part of the British troops
and Indians under the immediate command of Gene-
ral Sheaffe. A hot contest followed, and the Cana-
dians vainly endeavoured from the bank, to keep the
invaders at bay. With the small number of troops at
Sheaffe’s command, resistance was almost useless.
The Glengarry corps fought valiantly with Forsythe’s
brigade, contesting every inch of the way, while the
Grenadier company of the 8th made a formidable
charge on the American column. Another reinforce-
ment now arrived from the ships, rendering the situa-
tion of the Canadian force more hopeless than before.
They were compelled to retire towards the fort, ﬁght-

~ ing all the way. The Americans, having landed all

their troops, were ordered to march on the retreating
force, who were making their way to the garrison.

The invading column marched on, the artillery
crossing with difficulty the little streams that inter-
sected the road along the lake.. The Canadians
attempted, at their first battery, to check their
advance, but without success. The enemy still moved
on, and our men retreated to .the second battery, at
about 300 yards distant from the garrison. Here they
spiked the gﬁhs.

Commander Chauncey’s letter says :—

As soon as the troops were landed, I directed the
schooners to take a position near the forts, in order
that the attack upon them might be simultaneous.
The schooners were obliged to beat up to their posi-
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tion, which they did in a very handsome order, under
a very heavy fire from the enemy’s batteries, and took
a position within about 600 yards of thelr principal

fort, and opened a heavy cannonade, which did great
executlon

In the meantime General Pike had come up to the
second battery, and halted there, while he sent forward
a corps to discover what was going on in the garrison,
as every appearance indicated its evacuation. This
was, indeed, the case. General Sheaffe and the regulars
were making their way towards the Don in rapid flight
to Kingston. While the corps of observation were re-
turning, there was a sudden explosion of a powder
magazine, just outside the barrack yard, which
brought dire de;sﬁ"ﬁactlon to both victors and vanquished.
© How it happened is still shrouded in mystery, and

many are the conflicting reports. The Americans
~ accused the British General of a deliberate plot to
annihilate their whole force on their entrance to the
deserted garrison. That this was not the. case, seems
borne out by the fact that about 100 of our men were
killed and wounded by the explosion. The Americans
lost by it about 250 men, among them General Pike.
In consequence of his death, the command of the
American troo'ps devolved for a time upon Colonel
Prince. At two in the afternoon, the American flag
was substituted for the British, and at four General
Dearborn (who had landed on -hearing of General Pike’s
fall) was in quiet possession of the town.

Before eva.cuatmg the place, Geeneral Sheaffe had
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ordered the destruction of the new ship, then on the
stocks and nearly finished. -

The only vessel taken, was the Duke of Gloucester,
then lying in the harbour for repairs. The Prince Re-
gent had fortunately left for Kingston on the 24th, and
so escaped capture.

General Sheaffe in his official report says, that the
contest was maintained nearly elght hours ; showing
that, though defeated a stubborn remstance had been
made.

General Sheaffe was blamed for his precipitate

retreat, but it is difficult to say what other course lay "

before him. The Americans were three to one. He

had no large guns. The fort was rendered untenable”

by the bombardment from the ships. If he had
remained to surrender with the militia he would
undoubtedly have been sent with his regular troops to

/some American prison, while he knew the custom was

in the case of the militia, to merely place them on
parole.

Among the names of those who were on this occa-

_ sion made prisoners of war are :—Lieutenant-Colonel

Chewett, Major Allan, Captains John Wilson, John

" Button, Peter Robinson, Rpubén Richardson, John.
" Arnold, James Fenwick, Puncah Cameron, David
Thompson, John Robinson, Samuel Ridout, Thomas

Hamilton, William Jarvis, Quarter-Master Charles
Baynes; Lieutenants John H. Schultz, George

'Musta,rd, Robeﬂi‘x_‘ Stanton, George Ridout, William
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Jarvis, Ed. McMahon, John Wilson, Eli Playter;
Ensigns Andrew Thompson, Andrew Mercer, James

‘Chewett, Charles Denison, George Roblnson D’Arcy

Boulton.

The following letter gives some further account of
what happened after the capitulation:—

Letter from Thomas G. Ridout :—
KINGsTON, Ma,y 5th, 1813.

I left York on Sunday, the 2nd inst., at noon, at
which time the American  fleet, consisting of the
Madison, Oneida, and ten schooners, with the Glouces-
ter, were lying at anchor about two miles from the
garrison, wind-bound by a south-east wind. All-their
troops were embarked the evening before, excepting a
small party, who burnt the large blockhouse, govérn-
ment house and officers’ quarters. At nine in the
morning a naval officer came down to town and
collected ten men out of the taverns where they had
been all night.

The commissariat magazines were shipped the pre-

ceding days. . The lower blockhouse and government .
buildings were burnt on Saturday. Major Givins’ and

Dr. Powell’s houses were entirely plundered by the
enemy, and some persons from the Humber. Jackson

and his two sons, and Ludden, the butcher, had been -

riding through the country ordermg the mlhtla to come
in and be put on their parole.

Duncan Cameron delivered all the money in the
Receiver-General’s hands (to the amount as I under-
stand of £2,500) over ‘to Captain Elliot of the Ameri-

.can navy, the enemy/having threatened to burn the

town if it was n en up.

On Friday, the thirtieth, the Chief Justice, Judge
Powell, my father (Thos. Rldout), Dr. Strachan and
Duncan Cameron, called upon Get’leral Dearborn, re-
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questing he would allow the magistrates to retain their
authority over 6ur own people. Accordingly, he issued
a general order saying it was not his intention to de-
prive the magistracy of its civil functions, that they
should be supported, and if any of the United States -
troops committed any depredation, a strict scrutiny into
it should follow. The gaol was given up to the
sheriff, but no prisoners. The public provincial papers
were found out, but ordered to be protected, so that
nothing was destroyed, excepting the books, papers,
records and furniture of the upper and lower Houses of
Assembly. It was said that they had destroyed our
batteries and taken away the cannon. The barracks
~were not burnt. The American officers said their force
on the 27th was 3,000 land force and 1,000 seamen . -
and marines, and that their loss was 500 killed and
wounded.

QIR
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CHAPTER XIV®

1818.—FORT GEORGE, SACKETT’S HARBOUR, STONEY CREEK,

BEAVER DAMS.

Ox the 2nd of May, 1813, the Americans evacuated
York. Commodore Chauncey first conveyed General
Dearborn and his land force to Fort Niagara, where a
. large body of American troops were then stationed,
o and then, with his fleet, returned to Sackett’s Harbour,
F bearing with’ him the wounded from York, and the
stores captured there. After a short time spent in re-
fitting the fleet and obtaining reinforcements, the
Commodore sailed back to assist in the assault of Fort
George. The American land force at Niagara was
then about 6,000, under Generals Dearborn, Lewis,
Boyd, Winder and Chandler. Their fleet on Lake
Ontario consisted of fifteen vessels with fifty-nine guns.
<To oppose them, General Vincent, in command at
Fort George, had but a force of 1,1100 men, composed ,
of eight companies of the 49th and detachments from
the 8th, the 41st Glengarries and Newfoundland corps,
with 850 militia and som artillery. The right divi-
sion was commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Harvey,
frof Fort George to Brown’s Point, near Queenston ;
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the left, to Four Mile Creek, was commanded by -
Colonel Myers ; the centre division at the fort, by

General Vincent. Five of the twenty-four pounders

taken at Detroit had been brought to the Niagara

frontier, four of which had been mounted at Fort

George ; the fifth was on the shore, near what was
afterwards Fort Mississauga. On each side of the

river, between Fort George and Queenston, were

batteries, scarcely a mile apart. On the evening of

the 26th May, 1813, Commodore Chauncey began can-

non:;ding the fort, but owing to his scanty supply of

powder, General Vincent did not return the fire.

.Early on the morning of the 27th, the bombardment

began again, and under eover of a dense fog, which

hid them until within fifty yardy of the shore, the

Americans approached, and effecfed a landing on the

lake-side of the town. )

A stubborn defence was made by #hé brave little
garrison, but in vain. The heavy cannonade from
Fort Niagara, and from the American fleet wrought
sad havoc within Fort George. After three hours’
hot fighting, when almost every gunner was disabled,
and resistance was no longer possible, General Vincent
spiked his guns, destroyed the magazine, and retired
on Burlington Heights, by way of Queenston.

It would have been an easy matter for the Ameri-
cans now, to have hemmed in and annihilated General
Vincent’s little army, reduced as it was, by the loss of
400 men, but General Dearborn let the opportunity

pavepa ke e s
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slip by, and Vincent effected his retreat to Burlington
Heights unharassed. Colonel Cecil Bisshopp, who was
stationed at Fort Erie, and Major Ormsby at Chip-
pewa, with their detachments, were ordered to join
the retreating force. The whole Niagara frontier was
now defenceless, and at the mercy of the Americans.

We are told that- many were the scenes of sorrow
and distress as the little army passed on, leaving
behind them the unprotected women and children,
who expected the Americans would take possession of

‘the land, and drive them from their homes.

Referring to the defence of the Niagara frontier,
Thomson says :—

Such was the spirited earnestness of both officers
and men at the batteries, that when, in the most
tremendous of the bombardment, they had fired away
all their cartridges, they cut up their flannel waistcoats
and-shirts, and the soldiers their trousers, to supply
their guns.

No wonder we read that, after the retreat from
Fort George, the army were destitute of clothing,

‘without shoes, and as an officer writes to the Com-

mander-in-Chief, in rags. )

On the day of the capture of Fort .George, another
disaster befell the British arms at the eastern end of
Lake Ontario. -

Sir James Yeo had just arrived at Kingston with

- 500 English seamen, afd Sir George Prevost thought

it would be a good time, in the absence of Commodore
Chauncey at Niagara, to make a descent on Sackett’s
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Harbour and destroy the naval stores there. It was a
well-planned design, but unfortunately was not well
carried out. On the 27th May, the expedition, con-
sisting of about 1,000 men, four frigates, some guri—boats
and bateaux set out from Kingston, and succeeded
in capturing some boats from Oswego, with troops
on board.

Sir George Prevost’s over caution delayed the attack
until the following morning, by which time, General
Brown, in command at Sackett’s Harbour, was able to
make preparations for defence. About 500 American
militia werp placed on Horse Island, guarding the
entrance t¢ the harbour. -

The British troops succeeded, however, in landing
on the morning of the 29th May, under cover of a
heavy fire from tfelx boats.

They advanceq tpwards the fort, and were met by
about 400 Americkh regulars and some mrilitia, under
Colonel Backus. A sharp contest ensued. The
American colonel was killed and part of ‘his troops
fled. Unfortunately, at this moment, Sir George
- Prevost imagined that he had fallen -into a:ghare, and
that the retreating Americans were really‘ gouting
a masterly manceuvre, and were about to hefn him in.
He, therefore, much to the chagrin of his troops,

ordered an immediate retreat to the boats, and the .

fleet returned ingloriou"g;ly to Kingﬁﬂcon. The only
damage done was by thé»A.mericans themselves, for,
thinking they were about to capitulate, they had set
on fire the naval magazine (containing all the stores

N
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captured at York), the hospital, the ba.rracks, and a
frigate on the stocks.

The British loss in this disastrous expedltlon ‘was
one officer and forty-seven men killed, and about 200
wounded and missing.

In Mr. Ridout’s diary is this entry :—

Saturday, May 29th, 1813.—Our attempt upon
Sackett’s Ha.rbour failed.

To return now to the Niagara frontier. General
Vincent reached Burlington Heights on the evening
of the 29th May, and immediately picquets- were
placed, -and reconnoitring parties sent out to watch
for the expected advance of the Amencans They
) had not long to wait.

Generals Winder and Chandler were despatched in
pursuit, with about 3,000 men, including cavalry and
artillery. They halted first at the Twenty-Mile Creek
. (Jordan), where they recelved the incorrect informa-
tion that Vincent w nt was _inla strong position at Burling-

ton Heights,* and had received reinforcements from
Kingston.

* Burlington Heights, where General Vincent found a safe 4retreat, form
the extreme western end of Burlington Bay, a picturesque inlet at the
western extremity of Lake Ontario, which is now the harbour of the

at the present day Hamilton cemetery, and partly in the grounds of Dundurn
Castle, now the residence of Senator MacInnes. A curious eye may still
trace the earthworks. The Heights then (1812) were neither excavated
by a railway, nor pierced, as now, by the Des Jardins Canal. The only
access to them was over an isthmus defended by field-works. ‘On one side
a stone could have been dropped sheer a hundred feet into Burlington
Bay; on the other side into a deep marsh. (*‘Picturesque Canada.”)

‘city of Hamilton. General Vincent’s entrenchments were partly in what is =~ °
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The Americans proceede& on their march, and
arrived towards the evening of the 5th June, 1813, at
Stoney Creek, about seven miles from General Vin-
cent’s lines, at Burlington.

Stoney Creek was scarcely a village, for there were
only a few scattered houses, some taverns, and an old
church on the hill side, one of the oldest in the Pro-
vince.* ‘The clattering of cavalry hoofs, the clanking
of swords, the heavy rattle of artillery, and the long,
strange arrafr of invading soldiers as they filed along
the narrow road, struck the few inhabitants of the
hamlet with wonder and astonishment. It wassoon
whispered that a battle was to be fought the next day.” e

And now the American soldiers lay down-to take
their mach-needed rest. It had been a hot, sultry day,.
and the march had been long and fatiguing. Their
camp was pitched on a_ plain surrounded by gentle
slopes, and watered by a bright, clear stream.

The cannon were planted in a position to sweep the
road towards Burlington Heights. On each side,
near the road, the artillerymen slept beside their guns.
Behind them were the cavalry. In. advance of the
rest, a party of fifty, took possession of the old church.
The settlers in the vicinity were held as prisoners, lest
they should carry any information to General Vincent.
The weary and exhausted men lay with their arms in
readiness beside them, and soon darkness closed over
the sleeping camp. '

* Demolished in 1871.
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A few miles away, on the Heights, were Vincent's
soldiers, and it seemed as if the morning light would
bring to them annihilation or retreat.

York had been taken, a powerful fleet was on the
lake to oppose them. There were no supplies to be
had, and there were but ninety rounds of ammunition
to each man. Under these circumstances, a night
attack with the bayonet, was proposed by Colonel
Harvey* and agreed to by General Vincent.

W. H. Merritt, who commanded a Canadian cavalry
troop, and had been engaged in reconnoitring the
position of the enemy, writes :—

All my hopes depended on this bold enterprise, for
had we not attacked them they would have advanced
the next morning, and in all probability we would have
retired without risking an action, as our force was noft
one-third of theirs. Proctor and the whole upper
country would then have fallen.

* John Harvey, afterwards Sir John, the hero of Stoney Creek, was
born in 1778, entered the army as ensign in the 80th, in 1794. Served
through the campaign in Holland, 1794 ; at the Cape of Good Hope, 1796 ;
in Egypt, 1800 ; in India from 1803 to 1807 ; on active service all the
time.

In June, 1812, he was appointed Deputy Adjutant-General to the army
in Canada, and arrived in Halifax late in the year 1812.

The services of such an experienced veteran soldier were mva.luable

The advice he gave when asked by Sir George Prevost as to the best
method of defence for Canada was brief, but decided :

“ First, by the accurate intelligence of the designs and moven}enta of
the enemy, to be procured at any price ; and, secondly, by a series of bold,
active, offensive operations, by which the enemy, however superior in
numbers, would himself be thrown upon the defensive.”

Many years after the war he was Governor of New Brunswick, afterwards
Governor of Newfoundland, and finally, Governor of Nova Scotia, where

he died, 1852.
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» About seven hundred me{v;ere detached for the

dangerous enterprise, and to Colonel Harvey was given

- the conduct of the attack.

At about half-past ten at night this little band of
heroic men started down the lonely road eastward.
There was no moon, only at intervals heat lightning
lit up the scene. Not a word was spoken, not a sound

of any kind broke the stillness _gf the night. Even

their guns were ordered to be unloaded, lest a stray
shot should give the alarm.

- They arrived in sight of the first American sentinel
at nearly two o’clock on Sunday morning, the 6th
June. To his challenge, the cold steel was the answer.

Another challenge from the next on guard, and again )

the poor wretch was transfixed. His groans alarmed
the third sentinel, who challenged, fired and fled. Not

a moment was now to be lost. Colonel Harvey, .
" - whose plans had been perfectly organized, instantly

ordered his men to deploy into line. He and Lieu-
tenant Fitzgibbon took the road straight ahead, Major

Plenderleath* of the 49th regiment,swept round to

the left, and Colonel Ogilvy of ‘the 8th regiment, with

some of the 49th regiment, opemed to the right. The

sentry at the church door was approached under the
shade of the trees, and killed, and the whole party in

.the church were made prisoners.

* Lieutenant-Colonel Plenderleath was an estimable and courageous
officer of the 49th regiment. He served with conspicuous gallantry during
the War of 1812, but suffered severely from wounds received during the

stmggle
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Now came a scene of wild confusion. The excite-
ment of the attacking soldiers had been wrought uI;
by their enforced silence, and with terrific yells they
burst with fixed bayonets on the surprised Americans.

In a moment the flats and the hills were a scene of
wildest commotion. The Americans had, by this time,
recovered from their first confusion, and soon the dark
hill-side for nearly half a mile was illuminated by a
volley of their musketry.

Following the flash and crash came a silence, broken
only by the clanking of arms, and the groans of the
wounded and dying. :

Then again came from the camp the roar of musketry
and shock of artillery, and the trees and tents were
lighted with the glare.

These two volleys did terrible execution among

:\Ea.rvéy’s troops, and goaded them to fury.

In the darkness they got confused, but Colonel
Plenderleath soon rallied them, and as the order came
for another charge with the bayonet, the men dashed
forward on the guns. Five cannon with thirty men,
and one of the American generals were taken in this
fierce charge. :

Colonel Ogilvy had just previously captured the
other general as he was coming out of a house, where
he had been rudely awakened from his slumbers.

Confusion now prevailed on all sides, and with the
loss of their guns and generals, the Americans decided

. - toretire from the field.
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In the melee before the capture of the guns, about
fifty of the 49th regiment were taken prisoners.
It was so near daylight that Colonel Harvey thought

it prudent to retire also, as the day would disclose the
insufficiency of his force, and so encourage the Ameri-
cans to renew the conflict.

A large body of the enemy reappeared at seven in
morning, and proceeded to destroy the provisions,
carriages, spare arms, and blankets, which they could

©  not take away with them in their flight. Their dead
~ they left to be buried by the Canadians, so side by
side on that fie]d sleep friend .and foe. Some were
buried where they had bivouacked the night before,
on a projecting point'of the hill, east of the creek -
and north of the road. Others sleep in the graveyard,
close to the spot where the old church stood. Gene-

ral Vincent’s official report of the battle of Stoney
Creek says :—

The action terminated before daylight, when three
guns and one brass howitzer with three tumbrils, two
Brigadier-Generals, Chandler and Winder,and upwards
of 100 officers and privates remained in our hands.
The British loss: killed, one lieutenant, three ser-
geants, nineteen rank and file; wounded, two majors,
five captains, two lieutenants, one ensign, one adju-
tant, one fort major, nine sergeants, two drummers
and 113 rank and file; three sergeants and fifty-two
rank and file missing.

>

This' was a large gulf in a force of 704 men, but
they had accomplished their purpose; and the mid-
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night attack at Stoney Creek saved the country for
the time. .

The Americans did not halt on their retreat until
they feached Forty-Mile Creek (Grimsby), where they
camped, but their misfortunes were not yet complete

Sir James Yeo with his squadron had sailed from
Kingston on the 3rd of June, and appeared at the
mouth of the creek at daylight on the 7th, and com-
menced firing at the American camp, which had
been reinforced by Generals Lewis and Boyd. The
Americans got into a panic between the fire from the
ships and the appearance of some Indians on a hill
above the camp. -

They decided to retire to Fort G‘reorge, and left
behind, in their hasty flight, 500 tents, 100 stand of
arms, 140 barrels of flour, and about seventy wounded
men. Seventeen bateaux, laden with supplies for
the Americans, were also taken at the same timne by
Sir James Yeo.*

After the brilliant success of Stoney Creek, there
~was no further thought of retreat for Vincent’s forces.
In fact the beseigers became the beseiged, and General
Dearborn’s outposts and foraging parties were contin-
ually harassed by attacks from the variods detachments
of British troops that now hemmed the invaders in at
- Fort George. The defenders of Canada were few in
number, but their hearts were fired with patriotic zeal,

* Entry in Mr, Ridout’s diary:-—Sunday, 6th wa, Whitsunday. De-
feated the Americans at Stoney Creek.

oy,
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and they had leaders willing to do and dare everything.
Such men as Vincent and Harvey, and Cecil Bisshopp,
and Fitzgibbon, and Clark of the Lincoln militia, and
Merritt of the light cavalry, and Brant and De Sala-
berry, led their troops with such vigour and skill, that it
was impossible for the enemy, in spite of their immense
superiority in numbers, to obtain a foothold in the
country. .

Another reverse.came to the Americans soon after
their defeat at Stoney Creek, and this time it was a
woman’s hand that brought them disaster. At a place
called Beaver Dams, or the Beechwoods, (about twelve
mileun a direct road from Queenston), where now is
the town of Thorold, was 4 depét of provisions for the )
Canadian troops, guarded by a detachment of thirty of-
the 49th regiment under Lieutenant Fitzgibbon,* with
Some Indians and militia, in all about 200 men.

In order to syrprise and dislodge this outpost, an_
American force of 500 men, with fifty cavalry and two
field-pieces, under Colonel Boerstler, set out from Fort
George (Niagara) on the 23rd of June.

* Lieutenant Fitzgibbon, Adjutant of the 49th, enlisted as a prlvate sol-
dier in 1798, was soon promoted to be sergeant ; served in Holland, was
drafted as a marine on board Nelson's squadron, fought’ at the battle of
Copenhagen, won his commission by merit. After the battle of Stoney
Creek, he obtained permission to.organize an independent company of
picked men, to act as rangers or scouts in order to harass the enemy in ad-
vance of the army. Lieutenant Fitzgibbon distinguished himself at Fort
George, Stoney Creek, Fort Erie, and especially at Beaver- Dams. After
the war he became the Colonel of the 1st regiment of Toronto militia, and’

Assistant Adjutant-General to the militia of Upper Canada. He ended his
long career in England as a mlhtary Knight of Windsor.
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A surprise was meditated, in retaliation, no doubt,
for the affair of Stoney Creek. Laura Secord, wife of
a Canadian farmer, who had been wounded in the
battle of Queenston Heights, accidentally heard of the
designs of the Americans, and determined to give the -
outpost timely warning. She set out alone before day-
break on the 23rd June from her house at Queenston,
and arrived at Fitzgibbon’s head-quarters, a stone

“house known as De Cew’s, near the Beaver Dams, at -
sunset of the same day. On account of the Ameri-
can sentries and outposts, she had to avoid the high
road and beaten paths, thus making her toilsome
journey nearly twice as long. In spite of weakness ]
and fatigue, this heroic woman went onher way
through pathless woods, over hill g}gd dale and un-
bridged streams, till she reached her destination.

Her warning came just in time. Lieutenant Fitz-
gibbon disposed of his little force to the best advantage
possible, placing them in ambush on both sides of the
road, taking every precaution to make it appear that
he had a large force in reserve.

Between eight and nine of the morning of the 24th
June, the .advance guard of the American riflemen
appeared. £ volley from the woods received thém an
-emptied their saddles. Soon firing came from EX
directions, and bugle calls, and Indian yells. /The
bewildered Americans imagined themselves in the
presence of a much superior force. Finding his men
_were losing heavily from the fire of the unseen foe,

‘.
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and that they were suﬁ“eriﬁg from fatigue, and the

intense heat of the day, Colonel Boerstler directed a

general retreat upon the artillery in the rear. The
Indians raised an exultant yell, and the Americans fell
back in confusion. At this moment Lieutenant Fitz-
gibbon appeared with a white flag, and demanded the

-surrender of the whole American force. Intimidated

by the bold request and wishing to avoid, as he
thought, the slaughter of his men, the American

colonel, who was also severely wounded, consented to .

the terms offered. By the capitulation 542 men, two
ﬁeld-piecé’s’, some 'ammunition waggons, and the
colours of the 14th U. S, regiment were delivered
over to the Canadians. - A

The timely arrival of Major du Haren * from Twelve
Mile Creek, with a reinforcement for Fitzgibbon of 200

"‘men, enabled the victors to guard their prisoners.

For this brilliant achievement Lieutenant Fitzgibbon
received his company and captain’s commission.

As to Laura Secord’s reward, it has come to -her in
the fame that rests on her name whenever the story of
1812 is told.

The heroine lived until the year 1868, and sleeps
now in that old cemetery at Drammondville, where lie
so many of our brave soldiers. There is no “ Decora-

* Shortly il\)efore the affair of Beaver Dams Major du Haren had arrived
in Upper Canada with a reinforcement for General Vincent of two flank

- companies of the 104th or New Brunswick regiment, also a body of 340

Caughna.wag& Indians from Lower Canada, commanded by Captmn
Ducharme and Lieutenant de Lorimier.

°
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tion Day” in Canada, but if there were, surely this
woman is entitled to the laurel wreath. .

After the disastrous events of the month of June;
General Dearborn resigned the command of the Ameri-
can army, and was succeeded by Generals Boyd and
Lewis.

Emboldened by success, the C‘,a.na.dia',nss° took up the
offensive, and numerous dashes were made into Ameri-
- can territory; while Vincent, with only 1,800 men,
beleaguered Fort George, where a force of about 4,000
men were idly shut up, fearing to venture beyond the
range of their cannon.

Sickness had broken out among the American troops,
and disease was doing its work in reducing their
numbers.

On the 4th of July, 1813 a bold dash was made by
Colonel Clark (2nd Lincoln), with a small-force of
Canadian militia from Chippewa, on Fort Schlosser.

_He was successful in capturing the guard, and a large
’ quantity of provisions and ammunition._ A week later

another dash before daylight was ma.de by Colonel -

Cecil Bisshopp and Colonel Clark, with -about 250
men, on Black Rock, near Buffalo.

The Americans were completely taken by surprise,
and before’ they could rally from the sudden attack,

their barracks, naval arsenal, a block-house and large

schooner, were destroyed. Quantities of provisions
and ammunition, of which the Canadians were sorely

in need, were carried off.
14
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‘ Though the expedition was quite successful, it cost
. the life of the brave young Colonel Cecil Bisshopp.*
' ' - His loss was deeply deplored, for he had been one of

the most daring and best loved soldiers in the service.

*Cecil Bisshopp was the only son of Sir Cecil Bisshopp, Baronet, afterwards
Baron de la Zouche. He was born in 1783, entered the army at sixteen,
served through the war in Flanders as aide-de-camp to General Grosvenor
de Walchen ; again in Spain and Portugal. He was sent to Canada in
1812, where he displayed great gallantry in several engagements.

In the little deserted and neglected graveyard at Niagara Falls, or Drum-
mondville, which was also the battle-field of Lundy’s Lane, a beautiful
monument marks his last resting-place. The passing stranger is Bidden to
pause o’er this shrine where ’

¢¢ Sleeps the young and brave,
And shed one generous tear o’er Cecil’s grave.”

’ In t,he parish church of his far-off English home in Parham, Sussex, is a
i tablet to his memory thus inscribed :—

¢ His pillow, not of sturdy oak ;
His shroud, a soldier’s simple cloak ; -
His dirge, will sound till time’s no more ;
Niagara’s loud and solemn roar,—
There Cecil lies—say, where the grave,
More worthy of a Briton brave.”
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CHAPTER XV.
CHAUNCEY'S FLEET—SUMMER, 1818.

AvtHoUGH the Americansstill held Fort George, their
position was by no means an enviable one. Harassed
on all sides by Vincent's troops, who attacked them
whenever they ventured beyond their entrenchments,

" they remained pent-up within the limits of a few acres
all through the summer months.

The following letters give some glimpses of what
General Vincent, and hislittle army were doing, through
July and August of 1813.

The writer, Thomas Gibbs Eiﬁ“t’ had just been
appointed o the commissariat on the Niagara frontier.

His father’s diary has this entry:—

YoRrk, Wednesday, Tth July, 1818.

This evening at nine o’clock, my son Tom set out in
' aboat for the Forty-Mile Creek, on his way to our
" camp near Niagara.

The first letter from the camp is dated 20th July,
1813. . ; .

From Thomas G. Ridout to his i’atker —
; St. Davip’s.
On Saturday, 17th, Henry Nelles and I rode down - 5 :

to the cross-roads, three miles from Niagara, where the.
Royals, King’s, and 600 or 700 Indians are posted. I
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understood the Americans were advancing into Ball’s

‘fields. Immediately the yell was given and Blackbird

and Norton set out with their Indians to meét them.
Nelles and I rode along, and in a few minutes the skir-
mish began by the Western Indians getting upon the

“left flank, and the Five Nations upon the other.

The enemy consisted of 500 men. They soon re-
treated, firing heavy volleys upon Blackbird’s party
which was the nearest. The road is so straight we
could see into town ; and Nelles and I rode along with
the Indians to within one and a quarter miles of
Niagara, when we perceived a large reinforcement join
them*with a piece of artillery, and they again advanced
with a large front, firing grape shot. The Indians
scattered in the woods, but we were obliged to keep
the road. By this time three companies of the Royals,
and a brass six pounder came up and posted on this side
of Ball’s field, the Yankees on the other side. We.
fired for some time, when the Americans thought fit
to retreat. At one time from the farther end of Ball’s

~ field, a mile and a half this way, the road was covered

with Indians, officers and soldiers, and horses, and from
the Presbyterian church, they must have judged our
force at 3,000 men. We had about 1,000. A good
many Yankees were killed. One Indian- took two
scalps.. A young Cayuga had his arm and side carried
away with a cannon ball, and another had. s ball
through his arm. Some of the musket balls came
pretty close to us. i

The cross-roads now are very strong. Dickson is
expected here as soen as he returns from the expedi-
tion that has gone-against Sandusky and Presqu’ Isle
with 1,500 Indians. ) :

I wish George could bring a little starch with him
for the frills of my shirts. >

The last week of July was an anxious one for the
inhabitants of York.
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- Chauncey’s vessels were cruising about Lake Ontario,

ready to attack wherever possible. On the 27th July,
his fleet lay off the Niagara river, and on the following
day it sailed for the head of Lake Ontario, for the
purpose of making an attempt to capture the British
stores at Burlington Heights, then defended by a
small detachment under Major Maule.

Meanwhile, the ever-watchful Colonel Harvey had
taken steps to defend the stores at the Heights, and
had ordered Colonel Battersby from York, with a part
of the Glengarry corps, to reinforce the guard under
Major Maule.

Finding his force insufficent for the attack on
. Burlington Heights, Chauncey sailed off down the
lake to make a second attack on defenceless Little

- York.

Colonel Scott, who commanded the American land
force on the fleet, la.nded without opposition, took
the place, burnt the barracks storehouses, etc., and
carried away a quantity of provisions, chiefly flour.
This was on the 1st of August.

The expedition under Chauncey returned to the
Niagara on the 3rd of August, carrying with them the
sick and wounded American prisoners found in York.

. Mr. Ridout’s diary has a brief record of this event.

York, 1st August (Sunday).—The Americans re-
turned with their fleet to York and Jestroyed the
barracks, woodyard, etc.

2nd August (Monday).—The enemy put out into

. D
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the lake early this morning, in all, thirteen vessels.
"Tis said our fleet (Sir James Yeo) consisting of six
vessels, left Kingston on Saturday last the 31st July.

Another letter from the camp at St. David’s, says
that the conflagration at York was seen at Niagara,
and caused much anxiety there. ’

From Thomas @G. Ridout to his Father at York :—

ST. DAVID'S, 2nd August, 1813,

I recelved yesterday letters from you and George,
giving an account of the Yankee fleet being off York,
threatening it with destruction.. Our anxiety has not
been less than yours, but since they let you remain
unmolested the first day, I think they’ll not land
until Sir James meets them. The fate of this army

-depends on this. Its positions are so advanced that a

retreat will be impossible without losing half the men.
The enemy remain cooped up in Fort George, not
daring to stir beyond the common. Everything goe

on steadily and regularly. Ten thousand of the
enemy will not be able to start J ohn Bull out of the
Black Swamp.

Mr. Bissett * went up yesterday to Long Point with
£1,000 in specie, to buy cattle for Amherstburg.

Iam very much alarmed about York, for a large fire
was seen in that direction all last mght The garrison,
at all events, must be burnt, with the flour and other
provisions Mr. Crookshank has been collecting. Con-
cerning my shirts, the starch has not, come to hand.

I keep my thmcrs in a pair of saddle bags that Henry
Nelles lent me, ready for a march. The military chest
is at present run out to $500: -

More than $40,000 have been paid out within the
last fortnight. Every hour is now of great conse-
quence and I think this week will determine affairs.

* Deputy Assistant-Commissary-General,
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Some considerable movement will take place shortly,
and I hope to write you of our success.. © Peggy Nelles
has just mended my blue coat and sent it down to me,
for which I thank her very much. _ i

In the meantime at York an anxious watch was kept
on the movements of the two opposing fleets on Lake
Ontario. The Americans were much superior both in
vessels and number of sailors. :

Mr. Ridout’s diary gives an accouny of what was
seen from York during August.

York, Tth August (Saturday).—This morning our
fleet, consisting of six vessels, were seen. In the after-
noon they passed with a light breeze towards the
westward, and in the evening were between the Hum-.
ber and Etobicoke. The enemy’s fleet of fifteen sail
were seen on the lake opposite the town about eight
or ten miles out. As it was calm, they approached
our fleet with sweeps.

Sunday Morning, 8th August.—Not any vessels to
be seen.

Sir James Yeo’s fleet in 1813 consisted of the Royal
George, twenty-four guns; Prince Regent, twenty-two
guns; FEarl of Moira, twenty guns; Simcoe, twelve
guns; Duke of GlmceWen guns ; Seneca, four

guns.
- A note is added to the last entry, of what occurred

after the fleet (eft York as follows i—

7 In the afternoor of the 8th, Sir James
them out, and in the night-they retreated to .
in doing which two of their largest schoeners

/
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. upset and went to the bottom. Except thirteen men,

all were lost.

The American account of this dlsaster is that during
the evening of the 8th of,August the wind came from
the westward, freshened, and at midnight was a fitful
gale.

Suddenlyh, rushing sound was heard astern of most
of the fleet, and it was soon ascertained that the Hamsil-
ton and Scourge had disappeared. - They were cap-
sized by a terrific squall, and all the officers and men,
except sixteen of the latter, were drowned.

This was a great blow to Chauncey, for these two
vessels, carrying nineteen guns between them, were
the best in his fleet. ]

For two days the rival fleets manceuvred without
coming to action, and at last on the morning of the
10th of August, Chauncey formed his fleet in battle
order. Nothing was done during the day, but at ten
at night Sir James Yeo succeeded in capturing two
vessels, the Growler and Julia, after a severe but short
struggle. ’

Chauncey made no further fight; but, the gale in-
creasing, he ran for shelter to the Genesee river, and
then returned to Sackett’s Harbour with the remains

" of his fleet.

From Mr. Ridout’s Diary .—

Wednesday, 11th August.—Early this morning our
fleet were seen off shore with two vessels in tow.
During the night the wind blew fresh. At midnight

(10th of August), Sir James Yeo dashed amongst the
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enemy’s fleet; Commodore Chauncey fled, and left
two of his vessels in our possession, which he brought
to our harbour.

) Frz’day 13¢h.—Our fleet sailed to Kingston.

“To return to the camp at. Niagara.’

Another skirmish is redounted in the followmg
letter:

. Extract from a letter of an officer in the @my of St.
: Da,vid’s, 24th August}/19813.

A considerable demonstration was made this morn-
ing at the dawn of day upon Fort George.

The enemy’s picquets were surprised and captured,
but no disposition was evinced by the American army
to support them?y and our advance columns, after having
remained for a cBisiderable time in the town of Fort
George, and the reconnaissance being completed, were
- ordered to return to fheir respective camps. Lieuten-

ant-Colonel O’Neil, with a detachment of thirty of the
19th Dragoons, covered\the advance of Lieutenant-
Colonel Harvey, and dashed with great gallantry into
the town, scouring several of the streets and penetrat-
ing as far as the Presbyterian church. Colonel Harvey
actually called at his old quarters and recovered a box
he had left there, containing several very valuable
articles.

The enemy commenced a pretty brisk fire from the’
garden walls and houses, and opened their batteries
upon us, notwithstanding which, our troops, who were
extremely unwilling to come away, retired with the
greatest order and regularity, and, I am happy to say,

- with a very trifling loss.”

Of the enemy, seventy were ma.de prisoners, and a °
number killed and wounded. }

The officers commanding the picquets made their
escape by an early flight. The complete success of |
the affair, in thch the main object has been accom- -

-~
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plished, has given additional spirit and confidence to
.our troops, and must have convinced the enemy that
to his entrenchments alone he is indebted for his
“present security.

From Mr. Ridout’s Diary :—
. ’ York, 26th August.
Our fleet just dropped anchor off this place, and then
sailed for Niagara.

28th August.—Retumgd and sailed the same evening.

Another letter from camp is dated

b 30th August, 1813.
From T. G. Ridout to his Father at York :—

I bhave not received a letter from home since 10th ™°
August. Last evening our fleet came over and pro- -
ceeded to the Twelve-Mile Creek, on the American side, -

to intercept supplies by water, which the Yankees
have daily received. -

Allan M¢Nab * has come over to seek his fortune as

* The Allan Napier McNab, who was seeking his fortune as a volunteer,
was afterwards, as Sir Allan McNab, a_conspicuous figure in Canadian
history. He was born at Niagara in 1798, and was therefore only fifteen
when he volunteered. His grandfather, Major McNab, of the 42nd, or

s Black Watch, held the post of Royal Foresterin Scotland. and resided on
a small property called Dundurn at the head of Loch Earn. His father
was in the 71st, and served with General Simcoe during the American
Revolutionary War, and accompanied him to Canada. The young hero of
this sketch had first shouldered his musket at the capture of York; then
served as midshipman on board Sir James Yeo's ship; then joined the
100th regiment under Colonel Murray. He was at the taking of Fort
Niagara in December, 1813. For his bravery on that occasion he was given
an ensigncy in the 49th regiment. He also served at Fort Erie and the
attack on Plattsburg at the close of the war. '

He was placed on half-pay at the reduction of the army in 1816, and
commenced the study of the law, being called to the bar in 1825. He was
elected to Parliament in 1829, and was in nine successive Parliaments, part
of the time a8 Speaker of the House. He was knighted in 1838, was Prime
Minister in 1854, and was created a baronet on his retirement from the
office of premier in 1856.

In 1857, he retired from public life in Canada for a time, and went to
England, from which country he returned in 1860, and was appointed to the
Legislative Council, and took his seat among the ¢ lords” of Canada.

Sir Allan McNab died in 1863. -

1
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a volunteer. I think he’ll succeed in the 8th. At
present, having no other home, he stays with us.

I suppose you have heard of the great victory gained
in Spain on the 21st June, where the French lost 154
pieces of brass artillery, their military chest, etc., and
the English lost near 5,000 in killed and wounded.

An Albany paper gives a fine account of Chauncey’s
“noble conduct.” It says that he tried five days to
bring the British to action but they always ran away.
One night two of his schooners, in carrying a press.of
canvas in chase, upset, and were lost; and the following
night three schooners, too eager in the pursuit, got
into the midst of the Pritish, and after maintaining -
with the most heroic gallantry an unequal contest of
forty-five minutes with the Wolfe and Melville at
pistol shot, one went down and the other two struck.
Also that Chauncey had only returned to Sackett’s
Harbour for five weeks’ provisions, and would come out
and sweep the lake.. ‘

De Watteville’s regiment is very much wanted here ;
the 49th are reduced to about 370 men. ~ This morning
three companies, amounting to seventy-five, arrived
from Burlington. Fifty royal artillerymen have joined
by the fleet. -

By what I can learn, Sir George’s (Prevost) presence
here is very little sought for; he has no idea of attack-
ing the Americans on their own ground, but the
summit of his wishes is to recover Fort George and
there remain. The great officers say that this army
will be ruined with petty affairs. Some heavy cannon
have arrived at Burlington. The army have been there
two days out of whiskey. There is a good deal of ague
among the men. The 8th have neither blankets nor
great coats, but a large supply has arrived.

Four-MILE CREEK, 4th September, 1813.

By the date of this you will perceive we have
changed our quarters for the lake-side. The encamp-
ment here is very beautiful, and is formed of the 8th
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and 104th, part of the 89th and 100th regiments, con-
sisting of 2,000 men. They lie upon the edge of the
woods, \hamng large clearings in the front, and the
main road crossing the camp by Mr. Addison’s, where
the General stays. The artillery park is one mile in
the rear. Very few troops are left in St. David’s.

‘We came to Thompson’s. the day before yesterday,
and met with rather an ungracious reception. The
old fellow said he could not take us in, as his family
occupied the whole house, but that we might go into
an old house a little distance off, which was inhabited
in the early period of the world. Accordingly, we
cleared it of rubbish, made a fire, and fried a little beef
we had brought with us. In the evening we made a
straw bed on the floor. We collect balm in the garden
for tea, and carry on an extensive robbery of peas,
apples, onions, corn, carrots, ete.; for we can get noth-
ing but by stealing, excepting milk, whi¢h is carefully
measured. Bread and butter is out of the question,
and to-day we sent a dragoon to the Twelve-Mile
Creek for these articles and G. to the cross-roads for
\ beef, etc. Lewis cooked some black bread yesterday.
\ Only our chief has been invited to the sanctum sanc-
\torum to partake of delicacies.

\ We have an iron pot which serves for tea pot, roaster
/ a,nd boiler, and two window shutters put upon fhree
: éf'l barrels form the table. 'We have three servants, who

eat the remains of our feasts.

I spent o pleasant evening with Colonel Holcroft at
. . the\artillery park, and this afternoon I shall spend
- ~ Wlth Colonel Ogilvie at the 8th camp.

There is an astonishing run of Whlte-cuﬂ’ed ensigns
and heutenants at the house, and the carpet parlour
is adorned the whole day with red. The only domes-
tic on Ehe farm is a miserable little black girl, who is
almost “worked .to death. The army is getting very
sickly, forty or fifty men are sent to the hospital every

day. There are more than 400 sick, and a grea.t num-
ber of officers. - - i

o




CHAUNCEY'’S FLEET—SUMMER, 1813. 213

York, - being considered the healthiest place in
Ca,nada is to be head-quarters for the medical estab-
lishment , youmay expect the town to be filled with hos-
pitals and sick. We cannot stand this daily diminution
of strength ten days longer. They say that Decatur
has succeeded Chauncey, and that we may look for

him every hour;.also that General Wilkinson has-

taken the command at Fort George with a consider-
able reinforcement. Our fleet is just coming over
from York; ‘I suppose, with De Watteville’s regiment.

Four of the Glengarry’s deserted yesterda.y, and four
~American dragoons deserted to us. - Mr. Stanton
" bought a pound of tea this morning, the first we have
had this long time. We pay out, on an average,
£1,500 a day ; next week it will be much more, as all
the departments for the army will come in with their
pay lists. We have now 10,000 barrels of flour in the
depots, at- $12 per barrel. ‘I believe Allan McNabb
will get into the 8th regiment. Shaw and Jarvis
have been a year in the 49th.

e
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CHAPTER XVI.
NAVAL FIGHT, LAKE ERIE, SEPTEMBER,, 1818.

So rar the Canadians had succeeded in holding the
Americans at bay in the Niagara Peninsula. A great
deal depended now in keeping control of Liake Erie,
and thereby ensuring the. success of General Proctor .
and his little army- in the west.

We left the latter just' after his defeat of Greneral
Wlnchester at the River Raisin, J anuary 93rd, 1818.
CAll through the winter #nd spring Tecurhseh and
Proctor, with a portion of the 41st regiment, the Essex i
militia; some artillery, and a force of Indians, varying
in number, held back the invaders from crossing on
the Detroit frontier. The American General, Harrison,

. had taken up-his post with a force of 2,500 men at

Fort Meigs,- on the Miami river.* Proctor deter-
mined to dislodge them.. So with a force of 930 men
and about 1,200 Indians, collected at Detroit, he set off
from Malden (Amherstburg) on the 23rd April, for the
mouth of the Miami river, about twelve miles distant
from Fort Meigs. His army, in all, a little over 2,000
in number, embarked in brigs and several small vessels,

"% At the western extremity of Lake Erie.
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and were accompanied by two gun-boats and some
artillery. On the 26th of April, 1813, they appeared
at the mouth of the Miami, about twenty-six miles
from the mouth of the Detroit, and on the 28th
landed on the left bank of the river, near old Fort
Miami, where they established a camp. They next
constructed batteries on a commanding elevation
opposite Fort Meigs, but the wretched weather and
continual rains kept back the work, so that théy were
not ready to begin operations until ‘the 1st of May.
Fort Meigs was strongly intrenched, and had a good
. supply of field-pieces, but General Harrison was so
doubtful of the result of a siege, that he dispatched
messengers to Governor Meigs, of Ohio, to tell him to
hasten on reinforcements. General Clay, with 1,200
" Kentucky men, he knew were on their way to join
him.
"For four days shot and shell were hurled by Proctor’s
batteries upon Fort Méigs with very little effect on

the earthworks, though the fire from the fort in reply . .

was weak, owing to the scarcity of ammunition.

On the 5th of May, General Clay, with his reinforce-

ments from Kentucky, arrived from Fort Defiance, jn
" eighteen large scows, dand were ordered by General
Harrison to make an attack’ on the British batteries
on the western side of the river, while the garrison of
Fort Meigs were to attack the Indians on the eastern
‘bank. At first, the advantage appeared to be with

phe Americans, but Captains Muir and Chandler, 41st
. ‘ » .

P
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regiment, rallied their men, and made a gallant charge
with the bayonet. The enemy broke and fled to their
boats. A panic seized them. The Indians, who, dur-
ing the seige of the fort had remained rather silent
spectators, now rushed forward and intercepted the
retreat. i

The reinforcement from Kentucky was almost
annihilated. Of the 800 men who had left the
boats to attack the ‘batteries only 170 escaped to
Fort Meigs. The enemy’s loss in this affair, on
both sides of the .river, was about 1,100 in killed,
wounded and- prisoners. The Canadian troops lost
fourteen killed and forty-five wounded.

The victory for Proctor was stained by the massacre
of the flying foe. Tecumseh, we are told, did what
he could to restrain his infuriated followers. When
he heard of what was being done by them, he rode
up at full speed, and, raising his tomahawk, threat-
ened to destroy the first man who refused to obey his
orders to desist. '

The victory -was not altogether satisfactory in its
results to Proctor, for the Indian warriors insisted on
retuming to their homes to indulge in protracted
revelry, as was their custom after a great fight. Even
Tecumseh’s influence was powerless to keeﬁ‘ﬂthem '
in bounds.

Proctor, with his weakened force, found him-
self campelled to re-embark his guns and stores,
" and return to Fort Malden. He was discouraged

-
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on his arrival there by hearing of the fall of Fort
. George, and also by the refusal of his request for more
soldiers. Tecumseh, who had again received large
reinforcements of Indian warriors, constantly urged
him to renew the attack of Fort Meigs, but he had
lost heart, and though an expedition was fitted out,
nothing was done.. On the 1st of August an attempt
was made by Proctor against Fort Stephenson, at
Sandusky, but it resulted in failure, and cost the
lives of several brave men. :

Both sides were now, at the close of the summer,
resting on their arms, waiting for the fitting-out of
their respective fleets to contest the dominion of Lake
Erie. )

The Canadian fleet on Lake Erie was under the com-
mand of Captain Robert Barclay, one of Nelson’s
heroes, who had fought and lost an arm at the ‘battle
of Trafalgar.

His squadron consisted of the’ Queen Chmlotte,.

seventeen guns, Captain Finnis; Lady Prevost,  thirteen
guns ; brig Hunter, ten guns ; Little Belt, three guns;
Chippewa, one gun, and the Detroi¢, the flag-ship, of
nineteen guns, which was not ready for action until
September. In all, six vessels and sixty-three guns.
The American fleet was under the command of Com-
modore Perry, and consisted of the ﬂkag-shlp Lawrence
twenty guns (named in honor of Captain Lawrence of
the Chesapeake, who had been killed in action with
H.M.8. Shannon, off Boston harbour, in June, 1813):

15 v
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the Niagara, twenty guns; brig Caledonia,* three
guns ; schooner Ariel, four guns; Scorpion, two guns;
Trippe, one gun; Tigress, one gun; Po'rcz},pine, one
gun; and the Ohio, not in action. Nine vessels, fifty-
two guns. -

‘The weight of metal was “with' the Amencans,
although they had a smaller number of guns, the
difference being, Americans 928 “pounds, Canadians
459 pounds.

Perry’s fleet had been fitted out in the harbour of
Presqu’ Isle, and during the month of July had
been closely blockaded there by Barclay’s squadron.
- A sand-bar at the mouth of the harbour prevented the
'American larger vessels from sailing out without first
removing the cannon. This, of course, could not be
done in the face of the enemy.

About the 1st of August Commodore Barclay sailed
away to obtain provisions from Long Point, and during
his absence Commodore Perry seized the opportunity
to unload his vessels and place them safely over the
sand-bar. It was a critical moment for the American
fleet, for if Barelay had returned while the vessels
were on the bar he would have-had an easy victory.
It is said a public dmner given to him and his officers
by the citizens of Port Dover prolonged his absence.
He arrived back just as the Niagara was safely moving
into deep water. Once free to roam the lake, it was

* The Caledonia was captured from the Canadians on its way down
from Detroit, October 9th, 1812.

- PP AR JAKIE Wl
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Perry’s turn to annoy Barclay, who sailed to Amherst- -
burg, there to await the completion of his largest
vessel, the Detroit. ' ‘ '

At last September came, and all felt the decisive
moment was near. Proctor’s troops were suffering for
want of supplies, and a communication with Long
Point had to be opened at all hazards. So perfectly
destitute of provisions was the post that there was not
a day’s flour in store.

 On the morning of the 10th September, Barclay

sailed out from Amherstburg, a light breeze blowing
from the south-west. The enemy were lying five or
six miles away, near Put-in Bay, and an action was
inevitable. Both commanders knew that on this
contest the fate of their armies on shore depended.
Although Barclay’s fleet had sixty-three guns, it was
lamentably deficient in sailors, having only fifty ex-
perienced men between the six vessels. The rest of
the crew were 240 soldiers and 80 Canadian volun-
teer seamen, who had no proper training in the use of
the ropes and guns. Perry had nine vessels with fifty-
nine guns, and his vessels were fully manned by nearly
600 of the pick of the American merchant marine.

It was to Barclay’s advantage to fight at long range.
Perry’s tactics were to bring the ships to close quarters.
At about eleven o’clock on the morning -of the, 10th
September, the fight began, and for four hours the
battle faged. ~At first the adwantage was altogether
with the Canadians. Barclay’s fire had raked the
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Lawrence, Perry’s flag-ship, so badly that she lay a dis-
abled hulk. Of the 103 men that had composed her
crew when she went into action, twenty-two were
killed and sixty-one wounded. At last, when the ,
American commodore saw that his ship was so dis-
mantled as to be of no further service, he determined
to leave it, and to make for the Niagara, his largest
vessel, which had up to that time been uninjured.
Wrapping his flag around him, he ordered his boat
to be lowered, and with four stout seamen at the oars,
he made the dangerous passage in the face of a tre-
mendous fire. He was met at the gangway of the
Niagara by the astonished commander of that vessel.
‘““ How goes the day ? 7’ asked Elliott. * Bad enough,”
replied Perry ; ““ why are the gun-boats so far astern 9
“I'll bring them up,” said Elliott. ‘Do 80,” said Perry.
~ So the captain of the Niagara'phshed off in a small
R boat to hurry up the lagging vessels.* Now the for-
tunes of the day changed. The wind veered, and for
lack of sedmen Barclay’s vessels became unmanage- -
able. :
. The rudder of the Lady Prevost was disabled ; the .
Detroit and the Queen Charlotte became entangled.
Barclayt and Finnis,! their commanders, were both

* Lossing, ‘‘Hambleton’s Journal.”

t Robert Barclay was a Scotchman, and attended the school at Kettle, of
which Bishop Strachan was the master. In a charge delivered by the
Bishop in 1860, he thus speaks of him: *‘ Commodere Robert Barclay,
afterwards so unfortunate on Lake Erie, from causes over which he had no

\ «control, was another of my pupils. He was a youth of the brightest pro-

sy
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wounded, the latter mortally ; the former had his thigh
shattered, and a shot in the shoulder disabled his only
arm. Close and deadly was the fire from the American
vessels. All Barclay’s officers were Woundeﬂi or killed,
and three-fourths of the men. Resistance was no
longer possible. It was about three in the afternoon
when the flag of the Detroit was lowered, and when
the smoke of the battle cleared away, a sad scene of
carpage was revealed. The vessels of both squadrons
were dreadfully shattered, especially the two flag-ships.
Sixty-eight men were killed and 190 wounded during
the four hours the battle lasted. The Americans lost=
123, twenty-seven of whom were killed ; the Cana-
dians, 135, forty-one of whom were killed.

When some months afterwards Barclay (who had

‘been placed on parole and then exchanged) was

brought before a court of inquiry to answer for the
loss of his fleet, his judges were moved to tears as they
looked at the mutilated form of the hero who had
fought so well. 4

mise, and often have I said in my heart that he possessed qualities which
fitted him to be another Nelson, had the way opened for such a con-
summation.”

1 The loss of Captain Finnis was deeply deplored by Barclay, who thus
writes to Sir James Yeo, on September 13th, three days after the battle :
““Too soon, alas ! was I deprived of the services of the noble and intrepid
Captain Finnis, who, soon after the commencement of the action, fell ; and
with him fell my greatest support.” ' ,

Sir James Yeo wrote of the ill-fated action in his official despatch to Sir
George Prevost : ““ Though His Majesty’s squadron were very deficient in

- seamen, weight of metal, and particularly long guns, yet the greater mis-

fortune was the loss of every officer, particularly Captain Finnis, whose
life, had it been spared, would, in my opinion, have saved the squadron.”

i
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This victory on Lake Erie was most imf)‘o%ftant to
the Americans. Both armies were anxiously awaiting
the result of the encounter. If Barclay had been
successful, Proctor’s army would have been enabled to -
obtain its needed supplies and reinforcements, and so
cotld bave held the western frontier. Perry’s success
enabled Harrison to seiz,e"Detroit, to recover Michi-
gan, and to press on and oncé more invade the West-
ern Peninsula. The Americans were intoxicated with
success. ‘‘Canada must now be ours,” was their
exultant cry. Medals were struck in honour of their
victory. There were illuminations all over the land,
and honours and rewards were heaped upon Perry and
his officers.*

‘Washington Irving wrote: “ The last roar of can-
non that died along Erie’s shore was the expiring
note of British domination.”

The cannon roar on that fateful day on Lake Erie
was heard at an incredible distance. At Cleveland,
seventy miles away, the \people thought at first it was
thunder, but seeing no clouds, concluded that the two
squadrons had met. The listeners could easily
distinguish the sound of the heavier and lighter guns.

Lossing records the'fact that a man who lived on
the New York State line, heard at his house the can-
nonading on the lake, 160 miles distant.

* The captured squadron was valued at $225,000. Commodore Cha;uncey,
Comma.nder in-Chief of the lakes, received one-twentieth ; Perry and
Elliot each 'drew $7,140 ; Congress voted Perry $5,000 addmonal “each

commander of & gun-boat received $2,200 ; ¢ach midshipman, $800 ; each
marine and sailor, $200.
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It is a curious fact that, on the. day of the fight,
Mr. Ridout’s diary has this entry —

York, Friday, 10th September. —-About eleven a.m.,
loud ﬁrmg was heard, and continued about an hour.
It seemed to be towards Niagara ; the wind was West-
ward, with thick rain.

‘The diary continues :—

Saturday, 11th September.—Heavy firing said to
have been heard on the lake nearly opposite Hamil-
ton, - which continued four hours, supposed to be
between the fleets.

The firing héard on the 11th September is accounted
for by an action that took place on Lake Ontario, be-
tween Sir James Yeo and Commodore Chauncey. On
that day Sir James’ fleet lay becalmed off the Genesee.
Catching a gentle breeze from the north-west, Chaun-
cey bore down upon it, and was within gun-shot dis-
tance, when Yeo’s gails took the wind, and their ves-
sels being swifter sailers, escaped, not, however, with-
out sustaining-considerable damage, during a running
fight for more than three hours.

The diary continues :—

‘Thursday, 16th September.—A heavy storm of wind
and rain began ; no certain news respecting the firing.

Lake Ontario during the month of September, 1813,
was the scene of many a lively contest. On the 18th,
Commodore Chauncey sailed for Niagara, for the pur-

pose of conveying troops to Sackett’s Harbour, and”
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was followed by Sir James Yeo. An exciting fight
took place between the fleets. The Pike, Madison
("fmd Sylph, American, engaged the Wolf, Sir J ames’
‘flag-ship, the Royal George and some smaller vessels.
At last the Wolf was found to have sustained serious
injury, and pushed away before the wind, crowded with
canvas, and gallantly protected in her flight by the
Royal George. A general chase was commenced, and
the pursuit was continued towards Burlington Bay for
two hours, when Chauncey called off his’ vessels.
The American Commodore thoughf: that if he had re-
ceived proper support, he might have captured and
destroyed the British squadron, but the wind was in-
creasing, and he dared not run into any harbour for
shelter, so he sailed away for Niagara, where he lay
during a gale that lasted forty-eight hours. The ex-
citing chase was known by the name of the ¢ Burling-
ton races.” ;

So slow was news in arriving from the western -fron-
tier, that it was not until the 16th September that in-
telligence of the battle on Lake Erie reached York. '

. The following® note is in Mr. Ridout’s diary :—

York, 16th September.—On Friday, the 10th Sep- ~
tember, a battle was Tfought on DLake ZErie,
near the Islands, between our half-manned fleet
‘of six sail, and the enemy’s fleet of nine sail,
which lasted four hours, when neither fleet could act
any longer, at which time the American gun-boats
came out and attacked our fleet. ‘In their defenceless
state: we ‘had -the ‘mortification to be compelled to

~ surrender. - o : .

e s R
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It is possible that the firing heard by Mr. Ridout

and others at York, on the morning of the 10th Sep-
tember, was from the guns on Lake Erie. The wind
from the west and the heavy atmosphere makes it
probable that the sound was carried an immense dis-
tance. ) ‘

There is no record of any other ﬁght that day on
*Lake Ontario to account for the firing heard at York.

In the camp at Niagara during 'the month of Sep-:

tember, 1813, things were not prospering. Fever had
broken out; the men, weary with inaction, badly fed
and ill-paid, were deserting day by day, and the news

of the loss of the fleet on Lake Erie brought gloom
" and consternation.

From Thomas G. Ridout to his brother George at York :—

HEADQUARTERS, NEAR NIAGARA,

d/ 16th September 1813

I received your letter yesterday by Starr Jarws,
who has come here to be our waggon-master. To-
morrow we shall have 20,000 hard dollars in silver
and £5,000 in paper money, and in about eight days
shall receive in army bills £20,000.* The Commis-
. sary-General is going to the ’\Z[edlterra,nean, and Mr.
Couche will take his place.

Gee cooks and waits upon us, and a little French
dragoon helps him. We burn raals steal apples, pears
and peaches at a great rate. Old Lion sometimes
growls at the rails going so fast, but can’t help him-
self.. He thinks me the most innocent of the lot.

* The large expendlture of money duiring the war was of undoubted
benefit to those engaged in trade. Therefore, from a monetary point of
view, the war was not an unmixed evil.
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Desertion has come to su¢h a height that eight or
ten men go off daily. ) )
 The army is not quite so sickly as it was.

‘We have heard nothing of the fleet since she left
last Friday. A schooner went into the river (Niagara)
yesterday afternoon. The Americans have been busily
employed for some days past in transporting all their

. heavy guns and baggage across the river. Their
deserters come in every day. They say that 4,000
‘ men are in Fort George. The other day, a Yankee
/- picket shot two of our deserters dead. One of the
: 49th attempted to swim over by Queenston, but was
killed by the sentry! .
As soon as the rainy weather comes we shall move
to the Mountain, for the troops cannot remain in their
present encampment by the Black Swamp.

»  From Thomas G. Ridout‘ to his Father at York:— .

HEADQUARTERS, 21st September, 1813. '

Things are going on very badly. It is too true that
our fleet on Liake Hrie is taken, and Proctor is left at
Ambherstburg without provisions, guns or men. Most
of the cannon were mounted on board the ships;
£20,000 is on the way to pay the debts at Amherst-

. burg, and we have $40,000 in gold and silver on the

way from Kingston, besides £20,000 in bills. Assis-

. tant-Commissary-General Dance has gone to take
charge at Burlington, with three clerks.

The militia are all called out to build barracks at

Lundy’s Lane, Queenston and Chippewa, and also at

Burlington. Heights, which, I believe, is to be head-
quarters this winter. Nichol has gone up to bring
the Long Point militia down. General De Rottenburg
went up to the head of the lakes to-day. General’
Vincent commands at the Cross-Roads; I think he is
the best of the two. Mr. Couche has had a notifica-
tion that he must hold the military chest,- etc., in

—
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readiness, as a movement would shortly take place,
sonfewhere on the Mpountain, it is expected. The
8th have lost two officers within a week—Captain
Kingsley, the paymaster, of a fever, he was a very
gentlemanly, good fellow, and Lewis; Fitzgibbon has
got well again.

The last thing seen of the fleets on Lake Erie was
at the islands near Amherstburg. After the battle

twelve vessels were seen very quietly together. Cap- -

tain Barclay was ordered out with six vessels, half

manned; -very much against his will, to ﬁght the

Amencans who consisted of nine vessels e