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SCOTTISH POPULAR EDUCATION.
A HISTORICAL SEETCH.

Previous to the Reformation in 1560, our knowledge re-
gardiog common schools in Scotland is scanty, and somewhat
uncertain. This only is established, that they were in existence
in considerable numbers long before that period. The precise
date at which they were first introduced is hid in obscurity.
Probably they were coeval with the introduction of Christianity,
about the year A.n. 565. Educdtion was a special object of
regard to Columba and his followers, who about this time took
up their abode on the surf-beaten shore of Iona. Young men
flocked to their seminaries from all quarters, even from distant
Norway and Sweden. To these was given such a training as
was well suited to fit them to become missionary pioneers and
heralds of the glad tidings that Columba had come to Scotland
to announce. To a mental training, extended, yet minute, was
added a physical training, not less necessary, to enable these
primitive teachers not only to be self-supporting, but to lead
the way in the arts and, improvements in civilization. There is
nothing new under the sun. Industrial schools, supposed by
many to be a feature peculiar to modern educational effort, are
found in Scotland coeval with the dawn of ‘history. In one
thing the system of St. Columba, otherwise so0 adwirable, is
surprisingly deficient. It not only fails to recognise, but posi~

tively brands as danZerous, one of the educational agencies that.

now-a-days is justly held to be among the most powerful and
effective. We refer to the elevating and humanising iufluence
exercised by the mothers of a people. Not only was no special
provision made for training women to the praper discharge of

their important duties, as holding in their hands the future des-
tinies of nations, but their very presence in the holy isle was
guarded against. Cows were not permitted to come within
sight of Columba’s sacred dwelling, for this very cogent reason,
“ Where there is a cow there must be & woman, and where there
is a woman there must be mischief.” These opinions would no
doubt become medified among his followers, the Culdees, but to
what extent we know not. The curtain of darkness falls upon
Scotland, and for five hundred years we can: but guess her pro-
bable educational condition.

Charlemagne, who became sole King of France in 771, we
know, held the principle, by many supposed to be comparatively
a modern one, that wherever there was a church there should
be a school. The intercourse hetween France and Scotland was,
from the remotest ages, peculiarly close and intimate; in the
time of the great ruler, markedly so. The most favoured guests
at hig table were learned men from Scotland. Scots scholars
founded the University of Paris, 791 ; and thus procured privi-
leges to their own nation which feudal subjects of the French
king did not possess. Nor are proofs altogether awanting that
Scotsmen, or the scholars of Scotsmen, founded the University
of Shafhausen, as well as several of those in Switzerland, Ger-
wany, and Franche Compté.* Perhaps Charlemagne owed his
liberal views on education to his Scottish friends, pevhaps not.-
In either case, it supplies fair presumption that the rule of
church and school may have been adopted in our own country.
Be that as it may, we find schools in existence in various parts
of Scotland at almost the earliest period in our documentary
history. In 1124 we find one of the witnesses to a charter of
confirmation styling himself Berbeadh, rector of the schools
of Abernethy.” « Master of the schools of the city of St:-
Andrews™ appears also in & charter between 1211 and 1216.
« Adam, master of the schools of Perth,” was, about 1213, one
of the judges named by Pope Innocent III. for settling some
controversy that had arisen between the monks of Paisley and
William, clerk of Sanquhar. There were schools in Perth even
earlier than 1213, Robert, bishop of St. Andrews between the
years 1152-1159, confirmed to the monks of Dunfermline * the
church of Perth and that of Stirling, and the schools.” And
-again, in the period 1163-1172, Bishop Richard grants ¢ to the
Church of the Holy Trinity of Dunfermline, the school of
Perth and the school of* Btirling, and all the schools which

* Se0 Muller's History of Switzerluq,,publishgd;at Vienna about 179¢.
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belong to to the said chinrch, free and quit of all claim and exaction
for ever.”  On the same kiud of evidence, viz., designations in con-
temporzry charters, we find there were schools in Linlithgow in

1234 ; in Berwick-upou-Tweed, 1279 ; in Aberdeen, 1262-37;-
at Brechin in 1429, STy

Now if we look at the nature of the evidence on which the pre-
ceding statements are made, incidental references in charters of
corresponding dates, we are quite wartanted in dvawing the infer-
ence, that even so early as the twelfth century, that is, several
generatious before the days of Wallaee and Bruce, Scotland occu-

ied no inferior position as an educated and edweating nation.
gﬁ‘ere are many probabilities against the preservation ef -those spe-.
cial charters referring eithe - to school or schrolmaster, or, if Macau: |
lay’s New Zealander, moralizing over the ruins of Loundon Bridge,
have no other means of estimating our present educational position,
but contemporary charters that may then survive, we much fear he
will hardly do justice to the philanthrepy of 1864.

O. the supervision and iir¥e1 nal economy of such schools we know
but little. They seem to have been entirely under the control of
ihe chirch in the hands of the vavieus great monasteries scattered
thronglt the cow:try By the comstitntions of the cathedral of
Aberden, fettled in 1256-7, we find *it was of the chancellor’s
oftice that he should provide a proper master for the povernment of
the scho)ls of Aberdeen, able to,teach the boys both granimar and
log:ie.” It was n part of the duty of this “master of the schools
at Alerdecu” to see to the due attendance at matins and high mass,
o all the g eater festivals, of four singing bogs, two who carried
tapers, and two who bore incense. The chancellor of each diocese
exercised entire control over all schools within his hounds.  In the
end of the fiiteenth century, we tind the chancellor of Glasgow
successfu:ly shewing, that from time immemorial he and his prede-
cess.rs hod had the unguestioned right of instituting and removing
the master of the grammar school at Glasgow, and of taking care,
rule and oversight of the same, 8o that without the leave of the

=

deepest profound. And then he hid himself where neither the curi-
ous nor the officious would De able to touch him. And thus he

m | fapdly reckoned to have duceived his master, and, with the wished
1187 ; Edinburgh, 1124-1158 ; in Roxburgh, 1147-11562; in Ayr, fﬁ“

freedom, to be able at once and forever to escape the slavery of
Jearning.. For he did not imagine that another key could he found
by any means, and so he fell to coneratulating himself with immense
juy of heart.” The poor rogne rejoices ere he is safe. At vespers
the people assemble, the key can’t be found, the master attempts to
break apen the door of the church, but fiuds it. as befits those war-
like times, harder to do than he thought of ; he desists, goes home
much conterned, at length falls asleep ; the blessed Cuthbert appears,
amd angrily demands why the ordinary services are not performed in
his church?” The priest confesses that the keyis lost. ¢ To whom,”
says the ‘blessed Cuthbert, ¢ to-morrow with the dawn, go to the
fishers ot Padduwell, on the Tweed, and Luy at any price the first
draught of their nets.” The master gladly obeys. The fishermen
agree to give the first draught for the love of the blessed Cuthbert
alone. The nets are drawn, and they enclose one huge salmon.
It is almost equal to the pleasure of eating a slice of the fish well
seasoned, to read the thrilling account .f the capture, in the garru-
lous Latin of the old chronicler. Reginald must have been a keen
fisher himself, hence his enthusiasm. It is consoling to think that,
though bariings out, aud other equally naughty tricks of the present
day, prove that the race of cnuning, lazy, self-deceiving Haldanes,
is still found among youth, the teaching profession can, at the same
time, still prodnce masters of the gentle craft. Space forbids fur-
ther extract. Let us refer our curious readers to cap. Ixiit. of the
fore-cited history, which certainly exhibits the king of fishes in a
somewhat new light. Suffice it to say, that the missing key was
found stuck «eross the gills of the fish, with the ring protruding to
serve for carrying both home. The consequences to the astute Hal-
dane, the chronicler saith not. Most probably his glorious freedom
had had an ignominious termination.

Our information regarding the books used in these pre-Refor-
mation schools, though certain enough, is anything but compre-

chancellor for the time being, it was not Jawful for any one to hold
a graumar schoul, or publicly or privately to teach and instruet
scholars in grammar.  About the same date we find an ordinance of
the chapter of Moray, that ‘‘a commn school shall be erected and
built in Elgin, 1y those who are bound to erect and build the same:
an.| that the chancellor shull appeint and ordain a fit person to rnle
and gove n the sat: oy, and to teach those who resort to i, and in-
st uct them in grammar.” in Brechin cathedral coustitutiens it
wans vrovided, that the college of choristers. founded in 1429,
should have two chapiains, oue to teach the *sang school,” on the
part of the cautor, the other to teach the grammar school on the
part of the chaneellor. But the rule of this dignitary was not
gnictly subiitted to in all parts of the kingdom. In 1418, on the
presentation of the provest and community of Aberdeen, a school-
master was inducted by the chancellor, who ‘¢ testifies him to be of
good life, of honest conversation, of great literature anq science,
and a graduate in arts.” A little after, in the same fair city of
Alerdesq, we find that o master of the grammar school *“inquirit
be the provost whomof, he b the said school—grantit in judgment,
that be had the same of the said good toun—offerand him 1eddy to
do thame and thair beirnis service and plesour at his power, and

snouncit his compulsator of the cart of Rome in all poyntis, ex-
cept that it suld Le lesum to him to persew the techaris of grammer
within the burzh.”  This venuncintion of the ¢‘ compulsator of the
curt of Rome” was made n considerable time before the Refor-
wation.

I'he imeaus by which subordination and obedience were enforced
in these wearly schools, were identical with what has been more or
1¢ss considered the ultimatum in common schools even to the pre-
sent time «to wit, the rod. In Reginald’s gossipin: Libellus de
admirandis Beati Cuthberti virtutibus, there is one of his miracu«
lous passages which gives us a glimpse of light on this part of our
subjuct. Rezinald, the writer, war a monk of Durham in the
twelfth century. *‘There is,” says he, ‘‘in the foresaid village,”
(he is speaking of Norham on the Tweed) *‘a church, founded in
ancient times, named in honour of the blessed Cuthbert, in which,
by a custom new common eunough,” (remember, he is writing in the
twelfth century) ¢ boys frequently pursued their studies: some-
times drawn Ly the love of learning and knowledge, and other times,
the master beiug angry, driven by the fear of rods, Whence one of
the boys, Haldane by nanse, 1endered cunning by fear, began anxi-
ously and secretly to cogitate with himself, Ly what mauner of means
lie ight escape the bluws and pains of t!le rod for his laziness. At
length, therefore, he conceived that, with foolhardy temerity, he
wouldrsteal the key of the church of the blessed Cuthbert, and no
one hindering him,. would throw it with all celerity into the river
Tweed. So he immediately ran to a place called Padduwell, of in-
fi.ite depth, which almost seems a sea for its immense profundity,

hensive. A writer who reems to have flourished about the com-
mencement of the thirteenth century thus describes a child’s first
book of that period :—
‘4 Quan n chyld to scole xal sct be
A bok him is browt,
Nayl'd on u brede of tre,
That men callvt an a be ce
Pratylveh i-wrout,
Wrout is on the buk without,
Y. parafiys grete and stoute,
Rolyd in rose.red,
That is set withoutyn doute
In tokenyn of Cristes ded.”

That is, when a child is set to rchcol, e gets a book calledan A BC,
nailed on & wooden board. This book 13 wrought very prettily on
the outside with' five great large nails coloured red, that without
doubt betoken Christ’s death on the cross. This is most probably
the same book as is referred to by Lydgate, who lived in 1430, when
he says, in one of his minor poems,—

“How long ago lernyd ye, ¢ Crist cross me speede!
Have ye no more lernyd your A BC?*"

The name, ‘‘Crist cross me specde,” applied to this first of school-
books, was very likely given from a large red cross on the first page.
Tt is described in its appearance and uses, by a writer subsequent to
Lydgate, probably about the end of the fifteenth century. He says:

‘# Crosse was made all of red
In the begyninng of my boke
That is called God me sped,

In the fyrste lesson that j toke
Thenne I lerned a and b,

And other letters by her names
But always god spede me.”

From the praiseworthy minuteness of this<ancient versifier, we can
gather that phonetics were in no particular favour with the peda-
gogues of those days. He *‘lerned a and b, and other letters, by
her names.” TUnfortunately, we have no indication of the contents
of this educational manual of the days of vld. Most likely it had
contained a summary of religious beliefs ; thus serving the double
purpose of teaching to read, and imprinting firmly on the memory
the various articles of the church’s faith. Books solely to teach
the art of reading are quite modern. Wynton, the contemporary
o}i Chaqct:er, 1328-1400, in the fifth book of his Cronykil of Scotland,
thus writes ;—~

“Donate than wes in his state,
And in that time his libell wrate
That now Barnys oysys to lere

and fortuwith hid the key of the church, by throwing it into the

At thaire begynpyng of gramere:
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And Saynct Jerome in thai yheris
The best was eallyd of his scoleris.”

About two centuries later, 10th January, 1519, we find in the re-
cords of the Town Council of Edinburgh, the following i~
_ ¢The quhilk day, the provost, baillies, and counsall, statuts and
ordains, for reasonable cause moving thaime, that na maner of
feighibour nor indweller within this burt, put their bairnis till ony
particulare sculo within this toun, but to the principal grammer
scule of the samyn, to be teichit in_ony science but alanerlie grace
buke, prymar, and plane donat, under the pane of x sh : to be tane
of ilk ny'bo’ thet breke or dois to the contrair hereof.” oo
The book referred to in each of the two preceding extracts was a
gmall grammatical treatise, written by Donatus, the celebrated: pre-
ceptor of St. Jerome, who lived about A.p. 354. So long had this
donat, as it was shortly called, been in use for initiating youth into
the mysteries of grammar, that the name became synonymous with
clementary knowledge of any kind. Thus Chaucer says, Then
drave I me among drapers my donat to learn.” It is another proof
of its popularity, that it was one of the few block-books that made
their appearance in the half-century immediately preceding the in-
vention of printing. Several editions are said to have appeared in

Holland between 1400-40.
" These, Crist cross me speede, the grace buke, the prymar, and the
plane donat, are the only school books we have got trace of previous
to the Reformation. About that time, and shortly after it, the
number was considerably increased. To these we cannot refer more
specially just now. As the great Reformation sun dawns, history
shines with a clearer and steadier glow. In 1496, the national legis-
lature is first found interesting itself in educational affairs, by pass-
ing.an act ordaining all barons and frecholders of substance to put
their eldest.sons to school. As leading the van in scholastic legisla-
tion, we give the dct in extenso :— : =
¢ Jtem, Itis statute and ordanit throw all the realme, that all
Barronis and frehaldaris that ar of substance put thair eldest sonnis
and airis to the sculis, fra thai be aucht or nyme zeiris of age, and
1ill remane at the grammer sculis quhill thai be competentlie foundit
and have perfite Latyne. And thaireftir to remane thre zeiris at
the sculis of art and jure, sua that thai may have knawledge and
understanding of the lawis. Throw the quhilkis justice may reigne
universalie throw all the realme, sua that thai that ar sheriffis or
jugeis ordinaris under the kingis hienes may ‘have knawledge to do
justice, that the pure .pepql snld_'havé m.'.ngid to seik our soverane
Lordis principale auditouris for ilk small injure. And quhat baroun
or frehalder of substance, that holds nocht his sone at the sculis as
said is, haifand na lauchfull essonge, but failzies herein, fra knaw-
ledge may be gotten thairof, he sall pay to the king the soume of
xx 1i.”

Pinkerton, with his usual caustic temper, in his history of Scot-
1and, sneers at the wisdom of the legislature in rendering it penal
to neglect sending eldest sons to school, before inquiring if there
were schools in existence to which to send them. From what we
have already seen, we can have little difficulty in believing that
there were schools in reasonable.quantity. The fact that we find 3
considerable number of schoold, in different parts of the ceuntry,
referred to incidentally when they might- just as likely have been
passed over in silence, coupled with the additienal fact.of a special
act of legislation, evidently taking for granted the existence of these
in numbers sufficient to meet. the exigencies of the time, amply war-
rants us in drawing the conclusion, that Scottish popular education
did not originate in the Reformation, but only received a new;de-
~velopement and fresh vigour, to suit the immensely increased intel-
lectual and spiritual energy of the people. — English Museum.

a—
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1. TEACHERS ALWAYS IN TROUBLE.

There is a variety of gifts in teaching ; and most good teachers
are characterised by some peculiar qualification which is mainly the
secret of their success. = And not only does this variety hold good
in regard to the means by which teachers succeed, but it also per-
tains to their deficiencies and fanlts which prevent success. Some
are wanting in firmness and decision ; others, in kindness and sym-
pathy. Some have neither judgment nor tact ; others are cruel or
indolent, or wanting in enterprise. And thus it would be very
easy to make the list a long one. But of all the faculties which
characterise tcachers, we kuow of no one whose legitimate fruit,
gooner or later, is so surely failure, as what may appropriately be
called the faculty of always being in trouble, We do not mean to

say that teachers are the cnly persons who have this faculty. Far|

from it. It is found in people of every calling in life ; but in occu-
pations where its possesors come less in contact with the public and

‘their interests, and whose duties a.re ieisi delicate, it does nof always
.| beeome sa manifest nor prodice consequences 56 lastiny and injuri-

ous, as in the case of the teacher. . o S
This faculty may not, _perhl?éps," b defined with precision in men-
tal philosophy, nor in the Phrénological Guide, but 1t surely existe.
Of this, fellow teacher, you probabily Have not the slightést doubt,
You have knowh such teackiprs. 1f thiére is any one thing tliey can
do batter than apotlier, it is, to use & comumiop, hut a very meaning
expression, to get into hot water, It j& thglkf?fotte ; atd they cer:
tainly appear to be very ambitious t maynify their calting. Now
itis s very unfortunate combipation of qualities and liabits thi¢
constiti:tes such a character: It is a constau$ sodree of unhappiness
to the, téacher, making his' life org continued scent of frettuluess,
trouble, and dissatisfaction ; and 'kéepuiy ‘ug_’ a state of discontént
and turmoil in the school and neighbourhiosd. ~ And i is the more
to be regretted, from thé fact'that it Is ‘alt unnccessaty and easily
avoided by thé exercise of ‘a ‘moderatd -dégred of @jscretion and
commonsepse. . e Sy B 4 © T LA R ST ’, 8

‘There are teachers who haye very exaggerated and very'ridjeu-
lous ideas of the authority with which they, aré vested, upoh betom~
mfg the presiding geniuses 6f the “schdolroom.’ To make 4 display
of that authority, and td éreaté a sensation, seem to'be the'leading
object of their work. It almost seems as though they supposed
schools were established to give thepi an opportunify:td show {hat
they are masters, and that they wield the sceptic i their 1tttlo
kingdoms. Such teachers will fail of doing a good work, and will
have trouble, for various reasons. 'They have ho true conception
of their duties as tegchers, and cafi not, " theréforg; distljarge them
acceptably? In the discipline and management of their ‘scltbols
they will overdo in every sense of the word. That %ifl cngbnder
unkind feelings on the part ¢f the pupils,'4nd ‘thake dntagcoimisty of
those who anght to be friends and_co-workeérs. The'maliciony and
the mischievous will feel’ irritated atid proyoked], ‘afid’ will accept
the teacher’s indiscretions and officidusness as &'chillenge for'd tial
of gkill and mastery. Even the best of ptipils'will'graduially, and
sometimes. unconsciously, assume an’4ititide’ which, if not ‘hostile;
is certainly wanting in cordiality, . Insuch cfrcamgtinces the'rels-
tion between the teacher amd pupil promises little good, but much
harm. Not only will that désrde of Harmioiiy anfl good feeling re-
quisite for a successful sc_hool‘f)e wanting, bt aversion and hostility
will continually exist. This will greatly impair and®generally de-
stroy the usefulness of any school.. ‘It is Yery trde; we ddmit, 1here
often will be conflicts in scliool, and %he' teachér will be obliged to
grapple with opposition ahd insgberdination, aid to put‘them dowa
effectnally. But no teachercan afford to be continually at war
with the adverse elements of this gchool. Th¢' campaign agairnist
them may be vigorous and decigive, but it should' not be a pru-

tracted one. If a peace can not be-conquered speedily, it will bo
better to change tactics or generals. - o
This class of teachers are very freqtiently affected with jealousy

of any interference, real or imagmary, with their rights and autho-
rity. Of course tﬁ_ey_ are on anything but pleisint térmns with
school committees, and the parents of their pupils. “Not unfre-
mently there .is & state of mutual recrinyination’ &hd backbiting.
%ows in the first. place, every person who proposes’ to ‘enter the
school foom a8 & teacher,’ should- piéviously -undevitdnd fally the
relation, duties, and rights of committees, teachers, and parénts,
respectively, as defined by the law.of the State where employed ;
and in the next place, such persons should know. that if is possible
for a teacher to be supreme im the school roém, ‘and at the sume
time to recognize the rights of other parties, sofar as they actuajly
cxist, and to respect them accordingly. - .The teacher who is unable
to reconcile the existence and compatibility of the rights of others
with his own, may, ‘and most likaly - will, . often quarrel with, the
school committee - ov. superintendent ; while the .one: who:.fully
understands and acquiesces in the relation of all parties will, with
proper diserotion, seldomi find occasion for:any: considerable treuble
in that direction. - We.know very well.that all kinds of people have
the charge and ovessight of schools ; bu$ it-can not be.denied that
they are generally men of intelligence who share to some exient at
Jeast, the public confidence ; atd "we strongly incline to the belief
that they are, forthe most part, as easy to. deal with as any.class
of our fellow men. - T T R IR
‘We earnestly beg of you, therefare, fellow teacher,.if you have
any trouble with yout .committes, not: %o ,progecute a quairel until
you have geriously enquired who 1s the aggressor ; and also. whether
you are entirely free from a foolish and perhaps, grovndless ens-
picion of interference, when no interference is -attempted or medis
tated. Remember that many tmpl« suffer more.from the anticipa-
tion and dread o:u tr&ui‘bl;sﬁce xnever cqme;j than fram all the
ubles that actual ke e i re e
b‘oA similar spirit o jealmay ia: often exhibited in referenco to the
interference of parents. .We'are free to mcknowledgoe that many

parents are meddiessme in'-echool matitersy, AWIRIRE 1L, only to
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advise the teacher, but also dictate to him in the discharge of his
duties. The provocations from this are frequently such as to require
great discretion and magnanimity to rise above them. Bearin
mind that parents have a peculiar interest in their own childron,
and that it is one of the woenknesses of many parents, that they
deem it vecessary to superintend, and to have & voice in, all that 18
done for their children by others, Furthermore, schools, and
especially public schools, are considered as a kind of public property’
in the management of which every one has a right to take a part.
Such belne the fact, it is very natural that injndicious parents
should niten seem al'to%ther too officious in their intercourse with
teachers and schools. Unpleasant as such intermeddling is, it need
tiot generally be a sourcé of much trouble or anxiety to thie teacher.
1t ia to be truated on the let-alone-principle. If resented or allowed
to bring on disputes or altereations, it surely will increase tenf.ld ;
for a testy temper and angry words in a teacher are a sufficient pro-
vocativn for fault-finders to do their worst. It is by such fnel that
the flame of contention is usnally fanned to its intensest heat. Not
0, however, if it is met with an unruffled temper and with respect-
ful silence. = It can not flourish under neglect. It ir a gnod rule to
listen calmly and attentively to all the advice, aud abiise even, that
may be offered, or heaped upon you ; and then, avoiding immedi-
ate action if poasible, to follow vyour own jndgment.

Many teachiers very foolishly bring much trouble upon them-
selves by injudicions falk in school, or before their pupils elsewhere
about their parents. A teacher of some promise, occupying a good
situation, had occasion to reprove a lad, and to wake some changes
in his studies which his own ﬁod and that of the schoolseemed to
require. The mother of the boy injudiciously made some petulant
remarks about i¥, but would probably have forgotten the whole
sffair in &4 month, had the matter ended there. But her remarks
found their way to the teacher’s ears, whore want of judgment
allowed him to bring the matter up before the school, and to in-
dulge in violent langnage, abusing the boy, his mother, and medd-
lers in general. The result was he lost his sitnation and thereby
received a just reward. Pupils should never hear from their
teachers an unkind or disrespectful woggd about their parents.

It should be a principal ob,zeet with the teacher, to keep out of
trouble and to live on terma of peace and oordiality with pupils and
parents, aud with all others concerned. This must be done by the
exercise of prudence and good judgment, ard by a desire to deal
fairly and justly with all. Care must be taken, however, not to
vacillate where promptness is required, nor to shrink from the line
of duty ; for where that plainly leads he must go, cauntiously, indeed,
but fea:lessly. But most of the troubles which this class of teach-
ers enicounter may be avoided by a determination to keep clear of
thet, as we have hinted above, Learn a lesson from the folly of
the serpent, which is not always “ wise.” When a coal of fire is
held t v ards one of our common ficld snakes, the spiteful reptile
darts its forked tongue about it, and then, in wrathful folds, encir-
oles it with itsa whole body. Result : A burnt éffering unculled for
snd ineffectual. 8o do net thou, fellow teacher. yréss the con-
troversial elemnent in your character ; let your policy be pacific but
firm ; and by your fidelity and persistent magnanimity win the

ood-will and approbation of pupil and patron.—A. P. 8., in Mass.
‘eacher.

2. PICTURES IN THE SCHOOL ROOM.

Our remarks under the head of ¢ the S8choolroom as & Teacher”
in the March number of the Teacher, have called forth some half a
dozen letters of inquiry as to the schoolroom which we said had
been called ‘¢ the pleasantest in the State.” One unknown friend,
who aig:;drimelf ‘A Constant Reader,” wants to know where it
is, and :

"+ Onght you not, in justice to your readers and the ‘not wealthy
roan’ who made it 8o plessant, to tell us, and to tell us when and
how the pleasant thing was dowe, that others may be incited to go
ond de-d¥kewise 1

The room referred to is that of the Oliver High School, at Law-
rence, and it owes its adornment, as it dves its ngme, to Hon.
Henry K. Oliver, for manv years a resident of that city, now
Treaurer of the Commonwealth of husette, everywhere and
always an enthusiastic friend and 2ealous advocate of our public
school system.

In 1888, Ye tosk charge of the school as instructor, during the
jrterregnum betveeen the ral?utmn of ome teacher and the inau-
guration of his successor. He drew his pay for this service, but
somo time aftérward veturned it, with liberal interest, by the dona-
tion of two engravings with busts of Plato, Socrates, Demosthenes,
Cicero, &o., and statuettes of Goethe, Schiller, Dante, Tasso,
Petrarch, iriesto, Galileo, and Bowditch. In a Lawrence paper of
the ¥itne, whieh a friend lias obtxined for us, we find the corres-
pondence between the donor and the donees of this generous and

‘they never be uuworthy of the heritage

tasteful gift. We cannot refrain from quoting a portion of Hon.
Mr. Oliver’s letter to the School Committee, be]ieving that his
statement of the motives that influenced hiw in making the dona-

‘tion will serve, as our correspondent has said, to incite others to

go and do likewise.;:
* These pictures I desire to have suspended upon the walls of the
hoolroom, in full view of the pupils, that they may look upom

‘them not merely as representing great historical fucts, but as ty‘?ical
om,

of great epochs.in the history of religions and political free
And I desire further, that they may see in the great events thus

iportrayed before them, the perils whi h our fathers willingly and
‘fearlessly encountered, to secure for themselves and for their chil-
‘dren, the immeasurable blessings of free thunght, of free speech,

and of freedom with all its legitimate limits and safeguards.

19

May

Agnin, referring to the busts and statuettes, he says .
T present these, not merely to beautify and render interesting

'in its associations, the place wherein our children spend so many

valuable hours, but that by a kind of visible presence, their youthful
minds may enter into communion with the majestic minds of these
great men, and may feel the force of Cicero’s glowing and glorious
words :—*‘pleni sunt ommues libri, plenae sapientum voces, plena
exemplorum vetustas! * * * Quam multas nobis imagines,
non solun ad intuendum. vernm etiam ad imitandum, fortissimorum
virorum expressas, scriptores et Graeci et Latini relinquerunt !
Quas egu mihi semper proponens, animum et mentem weam ipsa
oogitatirne hominum cxcellentium conformabam !?

¢ T risk all charge of pedantic display in quoting these words, so
familiar to every scholar, and [ venture upon mno translation,
because none can adequately embody the admirable sentiments ex-
pressed by the great Roman orator and philosopher, and certainly
none can he needed, in addressing those to whom the city has con-
fided its highest, as well as its humblest educational interests.

¢ May the daily sight of great and good men, and of great and
good dends, awaken In the breasts of our children, the desire and
resolution to be great and goud likewise ; but,

¢ only great as they are good.’

Weo may add that this was not the first, nor the second time that
the school had been indebted for valuable donations to the generous
patron whoss name it bears. He had previously given it an ex-
cellent philosophical, chemical, and astronomical apparatus, and a
set of maps and globes, besides adding many volumes to its library.

The large hall of the Oliver Grammar School, in the same build-
ing, is also adorned with many paintings, engravings, and busts,
not a few of which it owes to the thoughttul liberality of the same
gentleman. In this case, as in others of the kiud, the generosity of
one has led others to emulate his example ; and we trusi that,
throungh the influence of the Teacher, the good deed may prove the
seed from which, in many another city and town, good ?ruit may

eome,

Apropos of this subject, we find in a recent Report of the Board
of Education, of Chicago. the following remarks :

“ In most of the schools, the walls are still entirely destityte of
ornamental paintings and engravings. If rome of the parentsin
the several districts would furnish a few paintings, engravings, and
other works of art, for the adornment of the schoolrooms, they
wonld greatly aid us in our, efforts to elevate and refine the taste
of their children.”

There is no neighbonrhood, not even the poorest, in which some-
thing of the kind may not be done. Beauty is cheap, as Mrs.
Stowe has a0 admirnhly shown in her ¢ House and Home Papers ”
(if, indeed, their value can be estimated in money,) and just as
cheap. just as economical, in the schoolroom asin the home. Would
you protect the schaolhouse from the jack-knives of juvenile van-
dalism, make it beantiful ! Every picture you put on its walls will
save its cost, the first year, iu the diminution of the bills for **inei-
dental repairs.”

The more elegant these artistic adornments of the schoolroom,
the better ; but, as we have before said, if you ean have but a few
cheap lithographs, it is better than nothing. The best lithographs,
in‘eed, as we remarked in a notice of Bufford’s Catalogue of P inds,
elc., in the Teacher for April, are often mistaken for steel engra-
vings, and may deceive even a critical eye. We have seen a litho-
graph of Scheffer’s ¢ Dante and Beatrice,” recently published by
Bufford and sold for one dollar, which reproduces the beauty of
the original painting as perfectly as the steel engraving for which
you must pay six or eight dollars. There are those, indeed, who
think that in softness and mellowness of effect, the cheap lithograph
18 superior to the custly engraving, and more faithfully represents

the painting.

It must ie understood that it is only the best lithocraphs to
which' these remarks apply, Among those which are appropriate
for adorming our achoolrooms, are those of historical personages,
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which are suited to all grades of schools from the highest to.the
Jowest. In the rooms occupied by the younger children, we should
be glad to see the * Fairy Tules,” ‘¢ Reading the Psalms,” * Vaca-
tion Over,” * The Volunteers,” and a few other charming things of
the kind.

Busts and statuettes, too, excellent copies from the antique or
from the best works of modern art, can be obtained at quite
moderate prices. There are few places where it would not be possi-
ble, by a little subseription among the people, to purchase st least
two or thr.e such ornaments for a High School-room. Will not
m;me of our readef? m:}lfe the exp:r\t)m:nt, and send us an,weonni
of their success, (for they cannot but succeed,) to encourage an
stimulate others to *‘ go and do likewise 7” )

3. EARLY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION.

The great®ork of man’s education commences under the most
sacred and benignant anspices. Providence seems to have taken it
upon itself, by confiding it to the heart of a mother ; it is the gift
of watchfulness and love.

Let infancy rejoice at its weakness and feebleness, since they ob-
tain for it the happiness of being under such tender and faithful
protection in childhood. Many individuals have hardly any other
education than the maternal ; it continues a long while in many, by
means of the salutary and profunnd influence which a virtnous
mother exerts over her children, and which is more powerful than
any other. Blessed are the mothers who really understand this
noble prerogative with which they are iuvested! Happy the chil-
dren who are allowed long to reap the benefits of it! all ages
might find in this education of the cradle a model and a subject of
study, for the directions they need, and yet, do we think cf study-
ing it? The pupil learns the use of his senses, and the exercire of
his faculties, he is taught also the use of two things which will help
him to Jearn all others, he acquires language, and he learns how to
love. Afterward comes, under the direction of tutors, that artifi-
cial education which should Le the continuation of the preceding ;
but which seldom preserves its spirit. With the direc instructions
of wasters are mingled others less perceptible, yet more powertul,
perhaps, and more lasting, such as those which the youth receives
from his ever increa ing intercourse with others, particulatly his
companions, and such as he receives from circumstances. This
second education is s0o much the more profitable, as it trains the
pupil to act for himself, and thus favours the progressive develop-
ment of the gifts that he has received from nature. So far as it
prepares him to study and improve, it educates him ; but it does
not give him science and virtue ; it only puts him in a way to dis-
cover the ouve, and to love the other. It then calls for his own
co-operation, which becomes more important from day to duy, in
proportion as his strength increases, and hix expericnce is enlarged.
At last tut.rs retire : and in the eyes of superficial men, the whole
edncation seems ' nithed. Yet the means alone are changed ; and,
under its new form, it acquires peculiar importance and usefuluess
at this third period. To external suoceeds spoutaneous education ;
or, mather the iuternal education, wlfich; secretly, having seconded,
more or less, the education received from without, renders it effica-
cinus, and remains to influence the rest of life,—~—Degerando on Self
EJucation,

vsmn————

4. ORAL RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION,

[Prof. Stowe thus describes the method of impariing oral religions in-
struciion in the German schools. The pupils in the class of schools
referred to, were from 8ix to eight years of age.]—Ohi10 Educational

Monthly.

The main studies are, of course, the elements—reading, writing,
numbers, and siuging, But in addition to these studies, oune of the
stated, reguiar exerciges of the school is a familiar conversation
between the teacher and the pupils, intended to cultivate their
powers of observation and expression, and also their moral and re-
ligious sentiments. The teacher brings the scholars around him in
an informnal sort of way, and engages them in lively conversation
with himself, sometimes addressing all together and 1eceiving simul-
taneons answers, and sometimes addressing individuals and requir-
ing individual answers. . '

The subject of conversation varjes, of course, from day to day.
Suppose it to be a garden. The exercive would proceed somewhat
thus, 1f a varden is given to a claas for a lesson, the pupils are
asked the size of the garden ; its shape, which they may g:‘;w ona
slate with a pencil; w :other there are tiees in it; what the different
parts of a tree are; what parts grow in epring, and what parts de-
cay in autnmn, and what part remains the same throughout £he
winter ; whether any of the trees are. fruit trees ; what fruits they
bear ; when they ripen; how they look and tqste ; whether the

fruit be wholesame or otherwise; whether it is prudent to eat much
of it ; what plants and roots there are in the garden, and what use
is made of them ; what flowers there are mr how they look, ete.
The teacher then reads them a description of the garden of Eden
in the second chapter of Genesis—sings a hymn with them, the

imagery of which is taken from the fruits and blossoms of a garden,
and exg:ins to them kow kind and bountiful God is, who gives ns
such wholesome plants and fruits, and such beautiful flowers for our

nourishment and gratification.

5. CHARACTER THE ULTIMATE END OF TRUE
EDUCATION.

Whatever is done in the work of education in a true way, must
not only be done with design and skill, but there mupt be also an
ever-present, ever-goustraiping reference to the question of its
influence upon the charasier of the pupil, the finel lssye of sll the
labor bestowed Gpen him there. True education makes the man
himself, and vot some mere outaide pddition to him, however
beantiful or imposing. Everything elss is but s meauns to this
great end ; the building up of the inuer tomple of the soul, or the
transfusion of aa many divine elements of thou ht Audfwiing. a
possible, into the whole inner framework of one’s being, as its per-
maneyt characteristics angd its great ruling forces. ithout such
ideas and aiws in his wark the teacher walks in a low and ngyrow
path indeed ; but with them he walks on the very highway of holi-
ness, on which prophets aud apoetles and God’s great army of
herges have ever gone up.into the.skias

All true mental and moml growth is self-growth, progress made
for one’s self by coutinued effort in a right direction, under the
perpetual stimuylus of a,right will. Not a few who without mapy
advantages yet distingnish themselves, but all, with advan or
without them, are self-made ; soms, indeed with grester faciliti
purer nodels, and more inspiring infuences thep others ; but all,
self-made. A splendid character is but the splendid accumulation
of a vast number of right choices, and right deeds the soul's own
pile of all ite past ideas anq hopes ; itseli, in everything that it has
done and desiied to do thronghout its.entire history. -—%t_lactcd.

—— B e e R—mery

111 Papers on Physical Seicnce,

Y

1. A NEGLECTED CHAPTER OF SCHOOL GEOGRAPHY.

Of all studies pursued by the young, History and Geography
most adinit ot being treated in a picturesque and pleasant fashion ;
and.in no way.can the physical structure and qualities of a land be
hetter impressed npon the mind of a youthful student, thap by
regarding it as a theatre, in which great acts of History have heen
performed, the swell or sinking of whose surface, and the confor-
wation of whose shores, have wodified the plot and action of the
tremendous drama of Time. Looking with a broader view, and
aiming at a somewhat stronger grasp than usual, we propose in the
present paper to sketch a phase of geographical study, which has
been either evtirely ignored, or but very faintly touiched, in our
standard. text-books. ’

Takine Europe, both as the great centre of modern history, and
as the corner of the world most interesting to ourselves, we proceed
to shew in broad outline how the Physical Geograyhy of its varicus
countries has affected the destinies of the nations dwelling in them.
Nince the theme is too rich for exhaustive treatment in a sketch
like this, we shall confine our remarks principally to the efects of
coast-line and surface. ' )

And, ficst, casting a glance npon the map of Europe, we observe
the extraordinary gapping o_f its coast-line with inlets, gnd the con-
sequent conuection of all its countries except oné with the sea.
The hastiest comparison of Europe with Africa, in this respect,
will suggest why a little corner of the huge Jand-mass we called the
0Old World has played so prominent a part in the work of civiliga-
tion while the enormous lump of earth and rock t6 the south of
this favoured spot has done little more than nurture the victims of
slavery, and supply an arena where tmavellers and %n‘;lh-hnnteu
may gather waterials for museums and for books. unbroken
coast-line of Africa must always prevent Pimbuctoo from starting
up in-rivalry of Paris. It will easily be seen that the really im-
portant part of Enrope, the part whore history is fuller and grander
than all the history of the rest, assumes the peninsular form, and
spreads its branching arms of every size and shape into the western
and southern seas. A lue, drawn from the head of the Black Rea
to the mouth of the Vistula, cuts off this t historio peninsula,
which repeats its own serrations almost without end. It will after-

wards be more fully apparent, how the sea has influenced the history
o&u;dp,o, “The mm&a n °f?mli‘§1.:ﬁ“lr°9' within- the limite of
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the, temperate zone has also done much te develop, civilization
theve ;, for pations, like individuals, prefer to accupy a comfortable
home; and can thrive better, where there is a happy, mixture of sun
to wauin, and’ frost Lo brace, than in those extreme regions where
meu visk transformation into icebergs or cinders. = '
. Before T cease to view the map of .Europe asa whole, let me
give two, cases,"in: which, ‘on a splendid gcale and with a splendid
success, er physical form has proved her salvation. At two points
our continent almost touches the other masses of the old world ;
and at both the sworded apostles of the Koran assailed her with
transient tvinwph. ... oL k
Early it the eighth ‘cehtury the Shricen scimitars flashed across
the strait now called Gibraltar, and spread desolation among the
Visigbths' 6f souithétn’ Spain, driving them from sierra to sierra,
until they ‘found at ladt a refuge amid the woods and rocks of the
Asturins{' -Then over-the ‘gréat Pyrenean wall swarmed the tur
barfed host, tejoicitig in-the fait grape-land that spread hefore them
ay‘they -pressed ‘on to tlie' Loire. -But a giant warrior obstructed
thy way.. Oharles the Hammer smote them on the plain of Touts
with a stroke sb dord that they fledl back behind the great mountain
bariiér, “and donbénted thetnselves  with a dominion rooted for a
titne i southern’and central Spain,* Pepin and Charlemagne com-
pleted - thils work of repulsion, whieh' donld never have been accom-
plistied;’ if & great” natural rampart of granite and grauwacke had
nét reared its pine clad: slopes bétween the basins of Ebro and

Garonnie.” Let us not forget,however, that a rampart, no matter’

how ‘strong, is next to useless, if there stand not behind it a gallant
nation, keeping its line of defence with eagle watch and stalwart
atm. * This sérvice tlie Franks rendered in an hour of imminent
peril to'western Europe.- And then, when the Arabs, driven to the
south' of-the Pyrenees, were locked up in an isolated corner of the
cohtinént they had intended to overrun, the southward pushing
begath, which drove them, century after century, down the inclined
plane, until they were forced at last to abandon even the red towers
of the Alhambra.

What the Pyrenees and the Asturias did for western Europe, the
Danube -accomplished in the East. Magy a time did the Moham-
medans “dar$ aoross the little belt of brine, which severs Scutari
from. Cogstantinople, and recoil scorched with the Greek fire, which
shrivelled up their ships, before the fierce rush of 1453 admitted the
victorious Tiirks to'the city of the.Cresars. 1t was then not long
until the Turks began to push north-east-ward with fierce intensity.
But there rolled the Danube with its broad swift stream ; there,
queen of the river-forts, stood Belgrade, where the tributary Save
comes plunging iu from the mountains of Carniola ; and there, too,
stood the human obstacle fo their further progress, with strength
greater than mm?f water and endurance more lasting than stone,
the brave sons of Hungary—Magyars, who, in the polish of civiliza-
tion, had not lost the wild warlike fire they had brought from the
gorges of Ural—born scldiers, whom arts and refinement had only
changed frow rougih iron into glittering aud elastic steel. To their
valour, manning the great line of the Danube, and supplemented
on the waters of the Mediterranear by the nautical prowess of
Venetian sailors, did Europe mainly owe her safety from Moslem
invasion on the Asiatic side.

Thus to a range of mountains and the current of a giant stream
do we partly owe the fact, that western Europe is still the heart of
Christendom. Ugly as it is, we would rather retain the hat than
don the turban. We prefer the solemn grandeur of a Christian
cathedral, with its shadowy aisles and the prismatic splendour of its
painted oriel, to the barbaric tinsel and fantastic spires of a Moham-
medan musque. And we confess to liking the plate-glass windows
and civil shopmen of Oxford Street, much better than the bearded
tricksters who sit, smoking and silent, among their diamonds, silks,
and perfumes in the bazaars by the Bosphorus,
Moslem life and all its belongings may in a sense be traced to the
Pyrenees and the Danube. ; _

We all kuow how the insular position of Britain has rendered her
a great outpost of the European centinent, girded by a wall of
brine stronger than stoue or steel ; how the commodions clefts in
hier eastern and the sheltered portions of her western shore have
nourished scaports briniming with the riches of the world ; and how
the puptacting mountain-wall, which shelters her lowlands alike
from the eating force of Atlantic billows and the blighting breath
of Polar storms, has also afforded a refuge to the lingering remnants
of that old Celtic race, which formed the foremost wave of the
human flood streaming westward from Babel.

In Krance, we find a compact pentagon, whose river-basins
afiorded au irresistible temptation to the barbarians of the early
Christian. centuries. Two sides are washed by the western sea ; on
the gouth, we find vock and bride ; the east is guarded by the Alps,
the Jura, and the Vosges, but the north-east is unprotected by any
pataral barrier: . Here then might France iexgg:t, alt)'t_uk. How the
absence of o physical defénce in 'this frontier has moulded her

Our freedom from |P°

destinies, the most cursory reader of French history can réemember.
What nature had not given, are supplied in the shape of ‘those
monster stars and, polygons of stone, built by Vauban and his kind
along the whole line from Dunkirk to the Moselle. - The eruption
of huge stone fortresses spread itself over the flats of Belgium too, -
where existed many great and rich cities, whose only security from
plunder lay in locking themselves up in double and- triple walls:
In a land all encrusted with such erections Condé and Turenne won’
laurels to be woven with the Bourbon lilies; William of Orange
fought nearly all his battles ; and John Duke of Marlborough
earned that splendid renown, which a mean nature and a vicions
life have scarcely availed todim. In our own century, too, Belgium-
has vindicated its title to be called one of the two great battle-
grounds of modern Europe, for there at Waterloo in fierce collision
closed the military history of two marvellous men of war.

It was a favourite dream of the first Napoleon to gxtend this
defenceless and ever-shifting frontier of France to the ‘Rhime,
which seemed to him the natural boundary. of the land on that side,
But here the balance of power came into questidn.' If Europe’
could have been sure that the Rhenish frontier would not be made’
a base for pushing the empire eastward to the Elbe, the Oder, the
Vistula, or where you will, this might bave been allowed. But
there being no security, Napoleon was beaten from flood to flood,
until France had shrunk to her proper size. '

The nation inhabiting the irregular little patch of Rhine mud,
which we call Holland, has more than once defended her liberty
and her faith, by permitting the billows. again to sweep -the level
fields. And, when the smiling gardens that edge the trim éanals
proved too small for the employment of ‘a growing nation, Holland,
turning to that friendly sea again, founded a navy and a commerce,
which enabled her to fight the good fight of freedom with singular
success. :

‘What meadows surrounded by the sea did for Holland, mountains
achieved for that Alpine country, whose particles, washed down by
the Rhine, may be said to have formed the flats by the Zuyder Zee.
Switzerland, a cluster of green cups with rims of ice and snow, is
the only European country without a sea-coast. But she possesses
two great outlets in those rivers of similar name, which pour the
waters of Constance and Geneva into different seas. By mearns of
these and certain passes, which zig-zag over the Alps, the toys and
tr;;liliets of Swiss industry reach the marts for which they have been
made.

L]

A land, equally divided between Lowland and Highland, is the
fittest home for a nation combining enterprise with love of freedom.
The mountains of Switzerland would avail little, if the deep-green
pastures did not brighten between. Scotland and Hungary, both
lands of the patriot, present remarkable examples of this historic
law. Too little stress has been laid upon the eflects of Lowlands in
moulding national charaecter in its highest forms. Take from Scot-
land the lowlands of Forth and Clyde and Tweed, from Hungary
the basin of the Theiss, and you leave behind regions, capable indeed
of nourishing a free, brave, and hardy people, but devoid of those
fair and fertile spaces, which' subtly refine the character of a’
nation, and supply both room and material for the development of
the arts of civilization.

The sea saved the Dutch Republic from extinetion. Tt saved
Portugal, too, from being completely swallowed by Spain. Sup-
pose the country we call Portugal to have been on the inner or
Mediterranean side of Spain, what power would have availed to
save the sloping stripe from a strong neighbour, holding the central
sierras and the southern rock ? Leaving out of account her internal
barrenness, and the historic fact that her princesses—plain and
pretty—have secured for her the support of some of the leading
wers in Europe, we can easily perceive that Denmark also owes
much tothe sea,

There is another European plain, besides Belgium, upon which
the battles of the mnations have been fought. When France and
Austria have had recourse to the arbitration of the sword, Lombardy
has reddened with the blood of the contending nations. All Italy,
indeed, dowered with the fatal gift of beauty, has undergone a
career of brilliant misery, and has nearly always been a piece of
patchwork upon the map of modern Europe. Kver since Odoacer
raised his throne upon the ruins of Rome, Italy has been torn to
pieces by the convulsions resulting from internal disorganization
and external assault. The republic cities of the Middle Ages gave

| a brilliance to Italian history, but no strength to Italian nationality,

for even the cohesive power of a common name, a common language,
and a common faith proved too weak to bind these splendid frag-
ments into a united state. That a strong neighbour should step in
and help himself, is only what all hietory teaches us to expect.
A1nid we accordingly find the eagles, single-headed and double-

hesded ‘alike, picking poor Italyto the very bones; and building
their outpost eyries to &n south of that great mountain-wall, whoss -
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very existence is a physical denial of any right which Austria or
France may assert to the possession of the basin of the Po.

Another nation, holding a central place in Europe, has assumed
the form of a collection of states, preserving distinct boundaries,
and often possessing dissimilar constitutions. But there is strength
in Germany which does not exist in Italy, a strength born mainly
of Protestantism and commerce. The weographical reason why
Germany and Italy consist of a cluster of loosely-jointed states rests
in their central position, which filled them with torrents of barba-
rians during those turbulent centuries, when the map of modern
Europe was forming, when all the broken barriers of the old Roman
Empire were floating about, and conflicting waves of Goths, Huns,
Vandals, Alans, Franks, Sueves, Saxons, Celts, and Lombards
washed restlessly and stormily round the heart and through the
limbs of the continent, until Time brought abatement, and the
mountain-tops of History were seen again emerging from the bosom
of the flood. That great deluge, concealing for a time the effete
world of the past, left belrind a sedimentary deposit which nourished
a new crop of peoples to act out the drawa of modern history. Tt
50 befel that the river basins, cup-like valleys, terraced table-lands,
or maritime flats of that part of Europe, lying between Jutland and
Sicily, retained some portion of nearly every race that battled in
the surging chaos ; and partly from this arose that variety of states,
which marks distinctively the maps of Germany and Italy.

The hold which Austria has upon the Danube, and the girdling
ranges of mountains which lock her closely round, are the chief
sources of her power, so far as it depends on physical geography.
But the possession of these advantages is counterbalanced by the
lack of a good sea-coast, Venetia and her Istiian and Dalmatian
provinces being the ouly parts of her empire accessible to ships.
But her central position has rendered her capital the trysting-place
of the nations, where men learned in diplomacy meet to play that
great game of treaty-making, in which deceit is not unknown.

When the centre of civilization, which is always shifting from
shore to shore, came over the waters of the Levaut from its ancient
dwelling by the Nile, it found a Jand of rock and valley, bathed in
a delicious atmosphere, deeply cleft by gulfs, and so garlanded with
emerald islands, sleeping in the sea, as to possess every temptation
of a luxurious dwelling-place, and every physical quality of a pros-
perous home. Grecce rose to the head of the ancieut world in
arms, in letters, and in arts. Corinth lay between two seas, drink-
ing wealth from east and west ; and Athens, not far off, lifted to
the sky those pillared fanes whose copied beanty decorates our
streets. To soil and sky, to gulf-indented island-sprinkled shore,
to that happy mixture of green valley, breez: upland, and sky-
piercing hill, which constitutes the surface of Greece, the land owed
much of her ancient splendour, and owed especially thuse creations
of beautiful fiction, which fill our galleries with her sculptured
stone, and in her mythology supply our poets with material for the
exercise of their finest art. Centuries of slavery and degradation
have all but crushed out the old Greek fire, which, seemingly
unquenchable, had its emblem in the blazing naphtha that so often
scorched the Turkish galleys iuto charcoal. Nor is there any likeli-
hood or hope that Greece shall ever rule the world again, until at
Jeast New Zealand has had a turn.  But the old heroic spirit, nur-
tured as well Ly silent rock and speaking river as by the historic
memories that haunt the soil, occasionally shews itself in sudden
flashes round the mountain-tops of Greece. Of this the late war,
miserable as it often was, displayed many examples. And we are
not sure that we should not recognize in Montenegro—that little
Switzerland of the Adriatic, which penetrates the side of Turkey
like a sharp and rankling thorn—a mountain-cradle of heroes, who
may yet exercise no small influence upon the destinies of Europe.

There is auother land, which resembles Greece in peninsular
form, & deeply indented shore, a fringe of islands, and a central
structure of mountains. But wanting the splendid sky and sun of
Greece, Norway lacks her splendid history too. Yet, even with
icy winds and an iron sea, the mountainous half of Scandinavia,
whose grand physical use is to form a barrier against Arctic storm
and surge, has played a respectable part in the history of modern
Europe, and now, although the salmon fishers of London and Paris,
who rent the rivers every season, are importiug something of the
vice that seems iusppa.mble from the life of civilized capitals, is
honourably distingnished amoug its neighbours for a religious faith,
strong as the mountains that have nourished the feeling, and a
national chastity pure as the snow that whitens for ever on their
tops.

An easy journey carries us from Norway to Russia. That por-
tion of the monster plain, which belongs to the map of Europe, is
washed by three different secas. In the fact that not one of the
three is available for the purposes of perfectly unrestricted com-
merce or war, we may find the weakness which prevents the Giant
Bear from devouring his neighbours right and left. The White
Sea is locked up nearly all the year with ico. The - Baltic line of

coast has its ice too in less degree ; but the grand difficulty here
consists in the narrow necks, through which the Russian ficets must
seek the open ses. Five nations guard the Sound and the Belts;
and, even if a navy struggled through, there stand the two great
powers of We-tern Europs, ready to smite and scatter the armadas
of the Czar. Even greater difficulties beset the Russian shipping iu
the Black Sea. It would be ximply impossible to ruu the gauntlet
through the Bosphorus and Dardanelles, and down the whole leugth
of the Mediterranean to that worst pass of all, where British guns
lie couched in the heart of the Rock, if all the nations that Loider
the gre:t inland sea had combined to prevent such a movement.
The war between Russia and Sweden, in which Peter the Great and
Charles the Twelfth measured their strength at Narva and Pultowa,
may be simply explained as a fierce effort on the part of the former
to gain possession of that piece of Sweden, which Lorders the
Kattegat and fucer a comparatively open sea. To the same desire
for a useful shore may be truced the repeated attempts of Russia
upon Turkey, and that mysteiious way she has of aiming at India
throuzh Persin and Herat,—a stealthy kind of strategy, which
comes to the surface now as an Afghan War, and now as an ludiau
Mutiny.

The climate of the Russian plain, though certaiuly one cause why
her national wealth is not proportiomed to her ¢ losssl size, is yet a
defence of the securest kind. When the madman of the North
wanted to shew the world how really he deserved the name. he
invaded Russia with o host of 80,000 men, wading through heaps
of snow to the fi 1d of Pultowa, where the wreck of his army suffered
total defeat. And, nuntanght by this historic lesson, the Coisican
Eumperor of France did the same mad thing, to mect a still more
disastrous defeat. ‘* Worse than the Cossacks were the wind and
the snow. The land spread before them oune vast winding sheet of
drifted white. The blinding flakes fell thick around them as they
stumbled on, marching between ftiles of their com ades who lad
been frozen to death.” Wiser and warier, in the late Russian War,
we attacked the Bear, as neuroes aitack the crocodile by thrusting
their fingers into its eyes. We burned out one eye which had long
kept dragon watch on the Black Sea: we peeped it to that other,
which glares out of the deep socket formed by the Gulf of Fiuland,
but, not liking the wicked look of Cronstadt, we adopted the safer
plan of pounding out with our cannou the granite teeth which :tud
all the neighbouring shore. But-we never ventured towards the
heart of the land, or beyond the safe base of operations afforded by
our ships. In the trenches and in the teuts our men had quite
enough of a Russian winter to know how digadful a weapon it
might be, and has been made, for the destruction of an invading
army.

Lyinz between Russia and Prussia is a rich defenceless plain,
formed chiefly of the basins drained by the Vistula and the Niemen.
It is the unhappy heroic Poland, a wonderful exception to the
geozraphical lJaws which monld the history of nations. The inten-
sity of Polish patriotism, and the force of Polish courage supplied
the place of natural barriers, and long kept together, in the midst
of neighbours growing stronger every day, a gallant nation of
cavaliers, until disunion sapped their streugth, and the vultures
swooped upon their unguarded prey.

We have thus rambled over the map of Europe, touching lightly
those physical features which have more or less influenced the
history of the nations. The subject is full of interest and instruc-
tion ; and, if presented to students in a systematic form. would do
much towards interweaving the twin studies of History and Geo-
graphy, and would bring into play upon both that faculty of asso-
ciation, which works so suhtly and strongly beneath the current
of our thoughts. The still life of the world, to speak in painter's
phrase, is too closely linked to the history of nations to be ever
properly kept apart in teaching. Aud we shall act as stupidly in
our geographical teaching, if we regard countries as just so many
variously shaped pieces of earth, containing certain populations,
and put together like the pieces of sume huge dissected toy, as we
should do by making a jumble of disembodied names and colonrless
events supply the place of real and living history. —English Musewm.

o—

—

IV. Papers on FLitevary gubjcxts:

y———

1. GENERAL WOLFE AND THE ELEGY IN A COUNTRY
CHURCH YARD.

Until lately very few reading b:uoksfor public schools could be
found which did not embrace in their poetical selections ‘* Gray's
Elegy in a Country Churchyard.” It has probably been read Ly
hundreds of thousands of boys and gifk: who saw no more of moral
or religious sentiment in it than in the wmultiplication table. Yet
it may be doubted whether any human composition can be found,

'from which more wholesome and impres.ive lessons can be diuwn,
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for the great mass of the children and. youth of our public schools
than this same simple elery of a former century. That it is not
more thoroughly impregnated with the spirit of the Gospel may be
regretted, but a truer or more life-like picture of the folly of
human ambition and the wisdom of a contented spirit it would be
difficult to find. The anecdote with which the following sketch is
introduced renders a brief sketch of the poet the more interesting :

An early tribute to the merits of Gray’s Elegy in a Country
Churchyard occurs in an anecdote related by Professor Robinson,
of Edinburgh, and then a midshipman on board the ‘‘Royal Wil-
liam,” one of the fleet enga,g\eg in the taking of Quebec. He hap-
pened to be on duty in the boat in which General Wolfe went to
visit some of his posts the night before the battle, which was ex-
pected to be decisive of the fate of the campaign. The evening
was fine ; and the scene, considering the work they were engaged
in, and the morning to which they were looking forward, sufficiently
impressive. As they rowed along, the General, with much feeling,
repeated nearly the whole of Gray’s Elegy (which had appeared not
long before, and was yet but little known) to an officer who sat
with him in the stern of the boat ; adding, as he concluded, that
he would prefer being the author of that poem to the glory of beat-
ing the French to-morrow.”

Goldsmith, having published a ¢‘Life of Parnell,” with the zeal
of a biographer thinks it necessary to exalt his hero above every-
‘body else, and says, ‘“The ¢ Night Piece on Death’ deserves every

raise ; and I should suppose, with very little amendment, might

e made to surpass all those night pieces and churchyard pieces
that have since appeared.” On which Johnson remarks, ‘‘ The
¢ Night Piece on Death’ is indirectly preferred by Goldsmith to
Gray’s Elegy; but, in my opinion, Gray has the advantage in
diguity, variety, and originality of sentiment.”

Johnson himself had criticised the poems of Gray with severity
which appears almost malignant ; but when he comes to the Elegy,
his tone is entirely changed. ‘‘In the character of his Elegy I ro-
joice to concur with the common reader. The churchyard abounds
with images which find a mirror in every mind, and with sentiments
to which every bosom returns an echo. The stanza beginning
¢Yet e’en these bones’ is to me original. I have never seen the
notions in any other place ; yet he that reads them here persuades
himself that he has always felt them. Had Gray written often
thus, it had been vain to blame and useless to praise him.” Robert
Hall thought Gray’s Elegy ‘‘ the finest thing ever written.”

Mr. Gray was born in Cornhill, November 26, 1716. His father
was a Mr. Philip Gray, a scrivener of London. His mother's
brother, Mr. Antrobus, was assistant to Dr. George, at Eton ; and
under him Mr. Gray was educated at that celebrated school. At
eighteen he left achool, and entered a pensioner at Peterhouse, in
Cambridge. Five years afterwards, in 1739, he travelled in France
and Italy as companion to Horace Walpole, whose friendship he
had gaiued at Eton ; but unfortunately they quarrelled in the
course of their tour, and Mr. Gray returned alone. Mr. Walpole
took the blame of their disagreement on himseM. In 1741, he re-
tired to Cambridge, and became Bachelor of Civil Law, and except-
ing occasional absences, he passed at Cambridge the rest of his life.
When the British Museum was first opened, he took a lodging near
i*, where he resided three years, reading and transcribing. In
1768 the Duke of Grafton appointed him Professor of Modern
History at Cambridge. He died of gout in the stomach, producing
stroug convulsions, on the 30th of July, 1771.

Gray was a man of great learning and research, but he did not
mix much with the literary society of his time. He was timid
and reserved, but very affectiouate to the few friends whom he ad-
mitted to hi. confidence ; and he merits much of our compassion,
as being snbject to the dreadful malady of low spirits. ¢ Melan-
choly. marked him for her own.” He had the most unbounded
contempt for the infidels and sceptics of former days and his own—
the Shaftesburys, _Voltalres, and Fredericks, who did their worst to
discredit Christianity. We can only wish that the philosophic and
virtwous author of the Elegy had gained a clearer knowledge of the
consolations which the gospel holds out to those who, with a meek
aud thankful gratitude, are enabled to embrace it.—S. S. World,

2. THE LONDON TIMES PRINTING OFFICE.

A correspondent of the New York Evangelist has paid a visit to
Printing House Square, and passed through the various offices of
the London T'imes, excepting the *Licn’s den,” which no one is
permitted to enter, or have communication with unless by writing.
This is the office of the editors-in-chief. The writer says :—

- At the right hand of the square is the office for advertisements,
looking like a busy and crowded post-office—the advertising of the
Times is inmense. Everything ahout the T'imes office is done with
the utmost system and economy--there is a place for everything,
ond everything is in its place. There-isa ped};vt division of labor,

and a plase for each division., You enter a long room on the first
floor where the form is got ready for stereotyping ; for with the ex-
ception of a single page loft open till the last moment for the latest
intelligence, every particle of the paper is stereatyped before it goes
to press. A part of this room, as well a8 one of the samesize above
it, 1s used by the compositors ; these are always at work, day and
night, having two set of hands.

In another room were two telegraphic apparatuses—one commu-
nicating with the office of Reuter, the king of telegraphs, the other
with both Houses of Parliament. What comes from Louis Napo-
leon or Palmerston’s brain, is here almost as soon as it iz there.
The department of proof-readers is prominent and camplete. Every
word and point undergoes the utmost sorutiny.

The stereotyping was to me a point of culminating interest. To
set up o single page of the Times takes six men eight hours, and
there are sixteen pages. From the momert the *‘form ” is finished
until it is reproduced in stereotpye is exactly twenty-five minutes.
Away it is w%irled to the press, and another page quickly follows.
In stereotyping, tissue paper is laid on the types, and over that
paste-board ; the whole is subjected to heavy pressure—the imprea-
sion thus obtained is inclosed in a mould, the metal is poured on it;
and the work is done. Sixteen tons of paper are consumed each
daf. From the Times office 130,000 sheets are sent forth daily.

have not time to speak of the luxury of the reporters’ room, of
the library or the multitude of things, curious and useful, that were
shewn to me.

¢ And now,” smid I, when the gentleman conductor had taken
me through the establishment, *‘can you let me see the Jupiter,
the head thunderer?” He answered solemnly, ** He is invisible,—~
He is to be communicated with only in writing.”

3. THE PECUNIARY PERILS OF JOURNALISM.

A London journal pourtrays the shady side of journalistic enter-
prises in that city, and the story has its parallel in the experience
of American journalism. The London paper starts with the fact
that, leaving the great Times out of the account, the entire press
of London does not pay expenses; that is, the profits of those
which do are less than the losses of those which do not. The
London tly News, the chief rival of the Times, spent half a
million dollars before it paid expenses, which it barely does now.
With several other special facts of this description, our authority
goes on with its story thus :—¢ There is scarcely & newspaper in
London in which three or four fortunes have not been sunk, and by
which as many persons have not been ruined. The usual history of
a journal is this: A, thinking to make g fortune, starts a journal.
He spends a thousand pounds upon it, and finds it still exhibiting
aloss. Money goes very fast in a newspaper, for the drain is a
steady one, week by week, without pause—a process that will soon
empty the wealthiest pocket. . Having spent so much, he does not
like to stop there.. H:Xrooeeds, and another £1000 vapishes. He
stakes his £500, and that goes too. Then he is obliged to sell
at any price. He perhaps gets £100 for that which has cost £2,500,
and he is ruined. Then the buyer expends another £2000 in like
manner, and he is ruined, and sells to a third for £200 perhaps.
The process may be continued even for a fourth or a fifth, until
even hope dies, and the enterprise is abandoned. But sometimes it
happens that the fonrth or fifth fortune has succeeded by the mere
force of living on, and the journal is made to pay. But even then,
what is the profit, commercially considered? True, it is a fair
profit for him who bought it for £100 and expended £2000. But
the actual cost of establishing it was the three previous fortunes of
£7,600; add these, and the expenses of establishing the journal
were in fact £10,000; and the profits do not pay as well as any
other occupation would do for such a capital as that. Try it thus:
what annuity could not be bought for £10,000, and would not that
annuity be greater than the profits of the journal, successful though
it may appear to be? These results may occasion surprise ; but
when we show what are the expenses of establishing and conducting
a journal, and what are the receipts, the reader will cease to won-
der at the ruin in which journalism involves so many, and at the
certain sinking of capital that is occasioned even by the most sue-
cessful of these enterprises,.—Prescott Telegraph.

——

4, CORRECT SPEAKING.

We advise all young people to acquire, in early life, the habit of
correct speaking and writing, and to abandon, as early as possible,
any use of slang words and phrases. The longer you live, ths more
difficult the acquisition of correct language will be ; and if the gol-
den age of youth, the proper acquisition of language, be passed in
its abuye, the unfortunate victim of peglected education is, very
properly, doomed to talk slang for education. Every man has it
in his power, -He has merely to uso the language which he reads
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instead of theslang which he lLiears ; to form his tastes from the
best speakers and poets of the country; to treasure up choice
phrases in his memory, and habituate himself to their use, avoiding
at the.same time, that pedantic precision and bombast which show
the weakness-of vain ambition rather than the polish of an educated
mind.

————

5. THE TALK OF AUTHORS AND SOUND MEN.
Bulwer, iu one of his late publications, has the following:—

Every man of sound brain whom you meet knows something
worth knowing better than yourself. A maun, on the whole, is a
better preceptor than a book. But what scholar does not allow that
the d'uﬁest book can suggest to him a new and sound idea? Take
a dull man and a dull book ; if you have any brains of your own,
the dull man is more instructive than the dull book. Take a great
book, and its great author ; how immeasurably above his book is
the author, if you can coax him to confide his mind to you, and let
himself out.

What would you not give to have an hour’s frank talk with Shak-
speare if Shakspeare were now living? You cannot think of your-
self so poorly as not to feel sure that, at the end of the hour, you
wonld have got something out of him which fifty years’ study would
not suffice to let you get out of his plays. Goldsmith was said by
Gartick to ¢ write like an angel, and talk like poor Poll.” But
what does that prove ? Nothing more than this, that the player
could not fathom the poet. A man who writes like an angel cannot
always talk like poor Poll. That Goldsmith, in his peach-colored
coat, awed by a Johnson, bullied by a Boswell, talked very foolishly
I can well understand ; but let any gentle reader of human brains
and human hearts have got Goldzmith all to himself over a bottle of
Madeira, in Goldsmith’s own lodging—talked to Goldsmith lovingly
and reverentially about ¢‘The Traveller,” and ‘The Vicar of
Wakefield,” ard sure I am that-he would hare gone away with the
conviction that there was something in the well-spring of so much
genius more matvellous than its diamond-like spray—something in
poor Oliver Goldsmith immeasurably greater than those faint and
fragmentary expressions of the mar which yet survive in the exqui-
site poem, incomparable novel. ‘

6. THE NAME OF THE DFEITY

Is spelled with four letters in almost every lauguage, In Latin,

Deus; French, Dieu; Greek, Theos ; German, Gott; Seandina-|

vian, Odin ; Swedish, Codd ; Hebrew, Aden ; Syrian, Adad ; Per-
sian, Syra ; Tartarian, Idgy ; Spanish, Dias ; East-Indian, Esgi or
Zeni; Peruvian, Lian ; Wallachian, Zene ; Etrurian, Chur ; Irigh,
Dieh ; Arabian, Alla,

S ————— S e

V. Education in Loveign Countries.

'1. EDUCATION IN FRANCE.

M. Renan, having declined the post offered him, on the 1sf of
June, in the Imperial Library, his nomination to it was cancelled,
and his removal from the Hebrew Chair in the College of France
confirmed on the 11th of the same month. It seems to be admitted
on all hands that, in the first and ounly lecture which M. Renan
delivered from the above chair, he transgressed the instructions
which accompanied his appointment to it on the 11th January, 1862.
From these instructions the following is an important extraet:—
““The professor, ike all the citizens, i8 bound to observe the caution
and respect which are due to the sacred character of the Bible ; he
will leave to the theologian his proper field, confining his own in-
quiries to literary and philological. subjects; keeping aloof from
religious discussions, he will devote himself entirely to researches
that may promote enlightenment, and a science so important as the
comparative study of the Semitic langnages.”

The heads of the Imperial Lyceum are henceforth to enjoy a little
more freedom in the selection of prize books. Whilst the Govern-
ment list of prize books is still to be kept in view, should any book,
not in the list, be preferred, its substitution is allowed, provided
aiways gta proper authority be communicated with, and its sanction
obtaine

The Courier des Ardenncs veports the continued prosperity of
classes for adults in the north-eastern provinces, adding that the
classes best attended are those of drawing, hygiene, singing, and
French. The Minister of Public Instruction, in co ing the
promoters of these classes on their success, thus defines their place :
¢ After the elementary school there is nothing for our whole work.
ing population, and from twelve to twenty years of age most of them

their route ; for the lees ignorance the more morality, and the more
knowledge the more wealth even.”

The following is a vidimus of the Government schocls in Al-
geria :—

3 Boys’ elementary schools, taught by laymen.

4 Boys’ elementary schools, taught by friars.

1 Protestant ’ elementary school.

1 Protestant girls’ elementary achool.

1 Girly’ elementary school, tanght b{ a lay female teacher.

b Girls’ elementary schools, taught by nuns.

2 Jewish boys’ elementary schoo|

1 Jewish girls’ elementary schoal.

3 Infant schools, superintended by nuna.

1 élzewxsh infant school

In some of thess schaols there are evening clasees for adults, which
are well attended both by work people.and by soldiers,

Acoording to statistics obtained by a special inquiry in 1860, there
were then in Paris of workmen able to read and write, 844,600 ; to
read only, 5,000 ; to neither read nor write, 47,5600. At this rate
one eighth of the total number could neither read nor write ; and of
this eighth by far the greater part belonged to the building and
clothing trades.—English Museum.

2. LIBRARIES AND EDUCATION IN RUSSIA,

Moscow is at present the centre of an enthusiastic movement for
the establishment of public libraries, and galleries of painting and
soulpture. The rich'are vying with each other in the contribution
of books and works of art from their private collections, as well as
-of money, and in some places they have even given up their houses
for the temporary accommodation of the articles contributed.

On the 20th November, 1863, the six universities of Russia
counted nearly 5,000 students, distributed as follows :—St. Peters-
burg, 872; Moscow, 1,802 ; Vladimir, 647 ; Kasan, 413 ; Charkov,
703 ; Dorpat, 568.

A — ——————— ———

VL. Bapers su Colonial Subjects,

1. NOBLE DEVOTION OF A CANADIAN WOMAN IN THE
WAR OF 1812.*

Nor was thisall.  One bold and successful feat of arms infuzed
morale, and inspired another. On the retreat of the Ameriean
foree, Vmoen:t had been followed up, and established his outposts
at his old position, Beaver Dam. Decan’s house was occupied as &
depot for stores. It was guarded by a small detachment of the 49th,
about 30 men, nnder Lieut. Fitsgibbon. Fitzgibbon was one of
the paladins of the war, a man of nerve and enterprize, of much
vigor of character, and great personal strength, An incident cha-
racteristic of the man had occurred on the spot. On taking up his
ground.at the Beaver Dam, he bad driven out the American pickets.
Attempting to intercept them, he encountered alorie at the back
door of Decau’s house two of the enemy, each armed with a musket
and bayonet. Both charged upon him. Fitzgibbon grasped the
muzket of the more advanced man, and by main strength threw him
upon his fellow, whose musket he also grappled with the other hand,
and although both struggled desperately, he as resolutely held on
until his men came to his aid, and his antagonists surrendered.
Such was the man to whom on the night of the 23rd Jumne there .
came a warning inspired by woman’s wit, and conveyed with more
than female energy. The commandant of Niagara, chagrined by
reverses, and apxious to reassure his own people, resolved to beat
up the British quarters, to attack Decan’s house, and destroy the
depot of stores. The surprise of this outpost wounld have led to
further surprises, and to an officor inspired with half the enterprise
of Harvey, would have opened the way to Burlington Heights.
The outpest was within striking distance, and exposed. The adven-
ture was promising. - He ordered, therefore, Licut.-Col. Beerstler of
the United States' Army. to propare for this service, rapidly and
secretly. He was in command of the 14th United States Infantry,
one12 and one. 6-pounder field gnn, with ammunition waggons, d&c.,
a few cavalry and volunteers—amounting altogether to 673 men.
In despite of all precautions, rumours of the intended expedition
eked out, and reached the ears of ome James Secord, a British
militia soldier, who resided at Queenston, then within the American
lines. He had been badly wounded the preceding autumn at-Queen-
ston Heights, and was.a cripple. He hobbled home to his house

® From “The War and ite Moral.”

 forget the little they have learned. Something must be placed-along|

By Colonel Ooffin. Pabli .
Mouireal by Joko Loveld 7 molome ablished ot
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with the news. The pair were in consternation ; they were loyal | hale and hearty, who still lives not a mile from the spot, tells how,
Canadians—their hearts were in the cause. If the design succeeded | when he was a i)oy of 18, and was in the act of ‘¢ hitching up” his

—if Fitzgibbon was surprised, de Haren in the rear would follow.
Burlington Heights might be carried, and their country would be
lost. Mrs. Mary Secord, the wife, at the age of 88, still lives in
the village of Chippewa to tell the story, and wakes up into young
life as she does so. What was to be done?  Fitzgibbon must be
warned. The husband in his crippled state could not move, and
moreover no man could pass the line of American sentries. She
spoke out, she would go herself, would he let her. She could get
past the sentries; she knew the way to St. David’s, and there she
could get guidance. She would go, and put her trust in God. He
consented. At three in the morning she was up, got the children’s
breakfast, and taking a cracker and cup of coffee, started after day
break. To have left earlier would have aroused.suspicion. Her
first difficulty was the American advanced sentry. He was hard to
deal with, but she pointed to her own farm buildings a little in ad-
vance of his post, insisted that she was going for milk, told him he
could watch her, and was allowed to pass on. She did milk a cow,
which was very contrary, and would persist in moving onwards to
the edge of the opposite bushes, into which both she and the cow
disappeared. Once out of sight, she pushed on rapidly. She knew
the way for miles, but fear rose within her, in spite of herself, and
what ‘“scared” her most was the distant cry of the wolf—they were
abundant in those days ; and twice she encountered a rattlesnake—
they are not unfrequent even now. She did not care much for
them, as she knew they would run from a stick or a stone, and
they did not wait for any such exorcism. At length she reached a
brook. It was very hot, aud the water refreshed her, but she had
some difficulty in crossing. At last she found a log, and shortly
after got to the mill. The miller’s wife was an old friend, and tried
to dissnade her from going on ; spoke of the danger, spoke of her
children. The last was a sore trial, for she was weary and thought-
ful, but the thing had to be done, so she was resolute, and having
rested and refreshed, proceeded on. Her next trouble was the
British outlying sentry, but she soon reassured him, and he sent her
on with a kind word, warning her to beware of the Indians. This
¢¢gcared ” her again, but she was scared still more when the cracking
of the dead.branches under her footsteps roused from their cover a
party of redskins. The .chief, who first aprang to his feet, con-
fronted her, and demanded, ¢ Woman ! what do you want 1’ The
others yelled ‘‘awful.” The chief silenced them with his hand.
She told him at once that she wanted to see Fitzgibbon, and why.
¢ Ah,” said the Indian, ‘“me go with you,” and with a few words
to his people, who remained, he accompanied her to Fitzgibbon’s
quarters, which she reached about nine on the evening of the 23rd.
A few words sufficed to satisfy him. He sent off forthwith to his
Major, de Haren, in the rear, and made his own preparations. She
found friends in a farm house near, for in those days everybody
knew everybody. She slept ¢‘right off,” for she had journeyed on
foot twenty miles, and safely, God be praised.

In the meantime the American expedition had silently assembled
at Fort George, and within a few hours rapidly followed on her
footsteps. At twelve of a fine night in June, they had taken up
their line of march on St. David’s, and at daybreak came upon
Kerr and his Indians, already on their guard, and keenly expectant.
They numbered about thirty warriors, Mohawks, chiefly of the
Grand River ; but Kerr saw at a glance the insufficiency of his
force to resist, and had recourse to Indian tactics to retard and
harass the enemy, and to spread alarm to remote posts. He threw
himself, therefore, at once on the rear and flank of the Americans,
and opened a desultory fire.

The Americans, throwing out sharpshooters in reply, still pressed
forward, but the Indians were neither to be repulsed or shaken off.
The track through the forest was narrow and broken. The guns
and store waggons defiled slowly to the front. The yells and rifles
of the savages rang in the rear. A horror of the war-whoop hung
then on the national conscience, and sensational stories, for the
most part, had the usual effect of such stimulants on nerve and
brain.

Beerstler and his men had emerged from the forest into an open
space, a clearing close by the present village of Thorold. Their
guns, waggons, and other encumbrances had reached a hollow in
the road, overhung by a bank clad with beeches. This now forms a
basin of the Welland Canal. The spot, which then rang with the
outcries of the combatants, now resounds with the hum of industry
and the working chaunt of the sailor.

* * " * » *

In the hollow, below the beech ridge, where the war-whoop of
the Indian has now given place to the shriek of the steam-whistle,
Beerstler found a fresh foe. From the wood above, on the hill-side,
came the ring of the militia musket, and the echoes of the forest
multiplied the reports and the fears they created.

Old Isasc Kelly, born and raisd ou 48 Thorold, & ssptusgenarian,

»~

horses for the plough, he heard the firing in the wood, and the out-
cries of the Indians ; how ha ran to his two brothers, both a-field ;
how the three got their muskets—they were all militia-men, home
to put in a crop ; how, led by the sounds, they crossed the country
to the beech grove, meeting eight or ten more by the way, suddenly
roused like themselves ; how, from behind the trees, they opened
fire on the American train, and on the guns, which were then un-
limbering to the rear ; and how the Americans, more worried and
bothered than hurt, changed their position and took up ground in
David Millar’s apple orchard.

In the meantime Fitzgibbon had taken rapid measures. Major
de Haren, of his regiment, was at some distance in the rear with
three companies, cantoned near where St. Catharine’s now stands.
An estafette, borne by James Cummings of Chippewa, one of the
still surviving veterans of that day, had put this force in motion.
Fitzgibbon himself was under arms, and on the way, attracted by
the fire. :

Suddenly he came upon the head of the enmemy’s column, and
found all in confusion. The men were scared out of their senses.
The officer in comnmand had lost his head. Fitzgibbon made the
most imposing display possible of his thirty men ; and advanced at
once with a white handkerchief. He found Beerstler ready for a
parley.  Fitzgibhon stated who he was—his rank, that he com-
manded a detachment of British troops, that his commanding offi-
cer, de Haren, with a large reinforcement, was close by ; and by a
judicious disposition of his men, and some passing allusion to his
scarecrow Indians—like Robinson Crusoe, when he out-manceuvred
the mutineers—he magnified his numbers in the imagination of his
foe.

Beerstler was in a ““fix.” The Indians yelled horridly ; the
militia-men fired without compunction ; the red coats in front
barred the way ; a large reinforcement was in their rear—he was, in
fact, surrounded, and, like wild beasts driven into an African corral,
he and his men were bewildered by sights and sounds of fear. He
took but short time to deliberate. He surrendered at once—him-
self and his whole force.

The surrender was embarrassing. Fitzgibbon was, in fact, nearly
caught by his own captives. He did not dare show his weakness.
He knew not the number of the Indians; but he did know that the
militia force was scant indeed. ‘‘Why, sir,” says Isaac Kelly,
‘when he gave in, we did not know what to do with him ; it was
like catching the elephant.”

Fitzgibbon had presence of mind equal to the emergency. The
American officers were called together, and a capitulation framed
and penned. In the meantime, de Haren hastened on, and scarcely
}\:"as bthc;{ capitulation signed when he came up with 200 bayonets at

18 back.

The American force which surrendered consisted of 542 men, two
field guns and ammunition waggons, and the colours of the 14th
United States regiment.

[It will be remembered that the Prince of Wales visited Mrs.
Secord while in Canada, and gave her £100 in acknowledgment of
her heroism.—Ed. J. of Ed.]

———

VII. Biograplhical Shetches.

No. 41.—-GEORGE BENJAMIN, ESQ.

The Belleville Intelligencer, which he formerly edited, says of
him :—Mr. Beujamin was born in Sussex, England, on the 15th
day of April, 1799, and was consequently 65 years, b months and
8 days old when he died. He came to Belleville in 1834, where he
has since vesided. Before coming to Canada he had resided in
North Carolina, one of the Southern States of America, from
whence he emigrated to Toronto, where he formed the acquain-
tance of the late Mr. Samson, who at that time was the leading
barrister of Belleville, and through him and others was induced to
punrchase a printing office, and started The Intelligenger, which he
continued to publish until 1848, during which time the paper con-
sistently and fearlessly sustained and defended the Conservative
party, whose principles he never for a moment deserted. He was
always true to his friends, whether he found them labouring in ad-
versity or exulting in victory ; to him it was always the same. The
first office of public trust he held was that of Township Clerk of
Thurlow. This was before the separation of this County from thp
Midland District, and some time before the introduction of Muni-
cipal Institutions, and was appointed a Commissioner by the Bench
of Magistrates to settle the monetary difficulties between the old
Midland District and this County arising out of the separation, for
the satisfactory settlement of which he received the thanks of the
Benoh. He was afterwards Olerk of the Board of Police of the
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Town of Belleville, and subsequently, for many years, an active
and ehergetic member 0f the Town Council. . During a part of this
time he was also a Couticillor and Reeve of Hungerford, and War-
den of the County, which office he filled for thirteen years.. During
the time that he was corinected ‘with the Council, he was unremit-
ting in his labours to develop the resources of the North Riding,
bringing his whole energies t6 whatever would tend to their material
interests and welfare. It was he who first endeavoured to induce
our people to build the plank road from Belleville to Canifton ;
failing in this he persuaded an. American to undertake the task,
which proved to be the best paying'stock in Canada. From this

time commenced the wish on the part of the people for a more ex-.

tensive system of Plank and Macadamized Roads, until we have
®0w over 130 miles of free Macadamized Roads in the County, and
we hesitate not to say that it was to his indomitable energy and
perseverance that the people are .indebted for them, and though
many have found fault, the County will yet bless his memory, and
appreciate his services, when those of his traducers have long been
forgotten. In 1849, he was presented by the County Council with
an elegant Silver Mug, with an. inseription engraved thereon, ex-
pressive of their high appreciation of his services to the County.
And when he left the Council, a very flattering resolution was passed
expressive of regret at his retirement from municipal life,

During the Rebellion he was an active loyalist, and though not
the kind of man, from his portly figure, who would be likely to do
active service; yot he, though holding a captain’s commission, volun-
teered, and under the command of the late Captain Wellington
Murney, procerded to Gananoque, and did duty upon the shores
of the St. Lawrence as a private soldier, remaining with the com-
pany until it returned home. . o

For -his services to his Party he received the appointment of
Registrar of the County of Hastings, which he hef until 1846,
when through an error on the part of a clerk in the office, for
which, as Registrar, he was responsible, he was dismissed by the
Baldwin-Lafontaine ministry, more on account of his political pro-
clivities than from any wrong that had been done ; for so far as he
was concerned it was clearly shown that he had nothing whatever
to do with the transaction. In 1854 he contested the North Riding
with the late Hon. Edward Murney, and was unsuccessful. In
October, 1856, when Mr. Murney resigned to contest the Trent
Division, Mr. Benjamin again ran for the North Riding, and was
elected by a majority of 646. He continued to represent the North
Riding of Hastings until the last general election in 1863. During
the time he was in the house he was esteemed by lis friends as a re-
liable man, and by all as one of its most useful members. Asa
member of the Printing Committee he did good service to the coun-
try, éffecting a saving of §600,000 dollars in one Parliament. For
his labours upon this committee he received the thanks of Parlia-
ment and a grant of §2,000. Few men wero missed more than
George Benjamin on the re-assembling of Parliament in 1863, by
both sides of the House, and it will be a long time ere North Hast-
ings be represented by a man his equal in point of talent and in-
dustry. Mr. Benjamin was. for years an active member of the Oran
Society, to which he steadfastly adhered until he died, taking a lively
interest in all its deliberations and all pertaining to its welfare. He
was elected Grand Master in 1846, and continued in that office until
1853, when a division occurred in the Order, arising out of a ques-
tion of internal government, and though re-elected that year, he
repeatedly expressed a wish to retire, in order that he might not be
in the way of a reconciliation, but his friends insisted upon his
maintaining the position until the end of 1854, when he insisted
upon retiring.

VIII. Lapers ou Lhysicsl Geography.

‘1. CRYSTAL CAVERN IN SWITZERLAND.

Switzerland, already so rich in beautiful scenery, has had a new
feature added to its wonders of nature, Near St. Maurice, in the
Canton de Vaud, a grand crystal cavern has been discovered, at which
one arrives by a boat on a suberranean lake. The cavern lies 400
metres or 1,300 feet below the surface of the earth, and is said to be
beautiful beyond description.

a——— -

2. THE KINGDOM OF ITALY.

The Italian Government has just published the result of a census
taken since the annexations which constituted it as it is at present.
It contains some curious facts of which the accuracy cannot be
doubted. The Kingdom of Italy contains a population of 21,777,-
334 souls. It is, consequently, the fifth Power in Europe a4 re,
ita inhabitants ; superior to Spain, of which the territory is twics es

extensive, and to Prussia, of which the area is likewise greater.—
Were the unity of Italy accomplished its population would amount
to 27,000,000. The average population of a commune in Italy is
2,821 inhabitants, while the average in France is only 978 inhabi-
tants. - There are nine communes in 300 square kilometres. In
France, on the contrary, there are 18 in a similar space. The pop-
ulation is most crowded in the south of the island of Sardinia ; it is
least numerous in the Marches and in the Zmilia. Italy contains
on an average 84 inhabitants to the square kilometre —a figure
higher than that of France or Prussia, but lower than that of Eng-
land, Holland, or Belgium. Lombardy and Sicily are the provin-
ces in which the population has increased most rapidly-of late years.
Sardinia and the Neapolitan provinces come next. The increase of
population has been much slower in Piedmont. The wars of 1848
and 1849 have tended to that consequence.

IX. $iscellaneous,

1. AN HOUR AT THE OLD PLAY-GROUND.
BY HENRY MONFORD.

I sat an hour to-day, John,
Beside the old brook stream,

‘Where we were schoolboys in old time,
‘When manhood was a dream.

The brook is choked with fallen leaves,
The pond is dried away—

I scarce believe that you would know
The dear old place to-day.

The school-house is no more.
Beneath our locust trees ;’ Jobn,

The wild rose by the window side
No more waves in the breeze ;

The scattered stones look desolate,
The sod they rested on

Has been plowed by stranger hands,
Since you and I were gone.

The chesnut tree is dead, John,
_And what is sadder now—

The broken grape vine of our swing
Hangs on the withered bough ;

I read our names upon the bark,
And found the pebbles rare

Laid up beneath the hollow side,
As we had piled them there.

Beneath the grass-grown bank, John,
I looked for our old spring
That bubbled down the alder path
Three paces.from the swing ;
The rushes grow upon the brink, .
The pool is black and bare,
And not a foot this many a day,
1% seems, has trodden there.

I took the old blind road, John,
That wandered up the hill ;

"Tis darker than it used to be,
And seems so lone and still !

The birds sing yet among the boughs,
‘Where once the sweet grapes hung,

But not a voice of human kind
Where all our voices rung.

I sat me on the fence, John,
That lies as in old time,

That same half-panel in this p
‘We used so oft to climb—

And thought how o’er the bars of life
Our playmates had passed on,

And left me counting on this spot
The faces that are gone.

2. THE QUEEN’S BOOK.
A ROYAL WIFE'S TRIBUTE TO HER NOBLE HUSBAND.

It has long been known that the Queen of England was engaged
upon a species of biography of her late noble consort. The work,



150

JOURNAL .OF EDUCATION

[Ocronxn,

%x;iy rcfacently finished, has now been published in London, ynder the
e O '

“ SPEECHES, ETOv, OF THE PRINCE CONSORT.”

The book bears on the title page the name of a Mr. Hayrs, as
*‘ editor,” but in a recent speech which that gentleman delivered at
Manchester (already referred to in the Express, ) the confession was
made that the book was entirely the ¢ labour of love ” of Queen
VICTORIA.

It is extremely interesting to the general reader, as telling what
this model wife thought of her model husband ; and ““useful,” too
——as the royal writer says hersclf—‘“to the future historian, who
has to bring before himself some distinct image of each remarkable
man he writes about, and who, for the most part, is furnished with
only a superficial description, made up of the ordinary epithets
which are attached, in a very haphazard way, to the various quali-
ties of eminent persons by their contemporarics. Wa really obtain
very little notion of a creature so strangely complex as a man, when
we are told of him that he was virtuous, that he was just, that he
loved the arts, and that he was good in all the important relations
of life. We still hunger to know what were his peculiarities, and
what made him differ from other men ; for each man, after all, is a
sort of new and distinct creation.” .

Therefore at the outset we have Her Majesty’s opinion of

The Prince’s personal appearance.—¢The Prince had a neble
presence.  His carriage was erect; his figure betokened strength
aud activity ; and his demeanour was dignified. He had a staid,
earnest, thoughtful look, when he was in a grave mood ; but when
he smiled (and that is what no portrait can te]l of a man) his whole
countenance was irradiated with pleasure ; and there wasa pleasant
sound and a heartiness about his laugh, which will not soon be
forgotten by those who were wont to hear it.

‘‘ He was very handsome as a young man, but as often happens
with thoughtful men who go through a good deal, his face grew to
be a finer face than the earlier portraits of him promised ; and his
countenance never assumed a nobler aspect, nor had more real
beauty in it, than in the last year or two of his life.

¢ The character is written in thé countenance, however difficult
it may be to decipher ; and in the Prince’s face theres were none of
those fatal lines which indicate craft or insincerity, greed or sensu-
ality ; but all was clear, open, pure-minded and honest. Marks of
thought, of care, of studivusness, were there ; but they were accom-
pauied by the signs of a soul at peace with itself, and which was
troubled chiefly by its love for others, and its solicitude for their
weliare.”

This is flattering. It reads like a young maid’s confidential letter
to ‘‘a dear friend,” describing her ¢ first love,” and this we know
Prince Albert not to have been. But now Her Majesty tells us of

His vriginality of Mind,—¢¢ Perhaps the thing of all others that
struck an observer most when he came to see the Prince clearly,
was the originality of Ms mind; and it was originality divested
from all eccentricity. He would insist on thinking his own thoughts
upoun every subject that came before him ; and whether he arrived
at the sume results as other men, or gainsaid them, his conclusions
were always adopted upon laborious reasoning of his own.

“ The next striking peculiarity about the Prince was his extreme
readiuess—intellectually speaking. He was one of those men who
seem always to have all their powers of thought at hand, and all
their knowledge readily producible.

** In serious conversation he was perhaps the first man of his day.
He was a very sincere person in-his way of talking ; so that when he
spoke at all upon any subject, he never played with it; he never
took one side of the question because the person he was conversing
with had taken the other ; and, in fact, earnest discussion was one
of his yreatest enjoyments. He was very patient in bearing criti-
cism and contraiction ; and, indeed, rather liked to be opposed, so
that from opposition he might illicit truth, which was always his
first object. L.

¢« He delighted in wit and humor ; and, in his narration of what
was ludicrous, threw just so much of imitation into it as would en-
able you to bring the scene vividly before you, without, at the same
time, making his imitation in the least degrec disgraceful.

**There have been few men who have had a greater love of free-
dom, in its deepest and in its widest sense, than the Prince Consort.
Indeed, in this respect, he was even more English than the English
themselves.

“ A strong characteristic of the Prince’s mind was its sense of
duty.”

T}l’le trait next described was really the noblest one of all his char-
acteristics : )

His aversion to intolerance.—~‘‘Another characteristic of the
Prince (which is not always found in those who take a strict view of
duty) was his strong aversion to anything like prejudice or intoler-
ance. He loved to keep his own mind clear for the reception of

new facts and arguments ; and he rather expected that everybody
else should do the same. His mind was gminently judicial ; and it
was never too late to bring him any new view, or fresh fact, which
might be made to bear upon the ultimate decision which he would
have to give upon the matter. To investigate carefully, weigh pa-
tiently, discuss dispassionately, and then notswiftly, but after much
turning over the question in his mind, to come to a decision—was
his usual mode of procedure in all matters of much moment.

‘‘ There was one very rare quality to be noticed in the Prince—
that he had the greatest delight in anybody else saying a fine say-
ing, or doing a great deed. He would rejoice over it, and talk
about it for days ; and, whether it was a thing nobly said or done
by a little child or by a veteran statesman, it gave him equal plea-
rure. He delighted in bumanity doing well on any occasion and in
any manner.

¢¢ This is surely very uncommon. We meet with people who can
say fine sayings, and even do noble actions, but who are not very
fond of c’i;welling upon the great sayings or noble deeds of other
persona.

" The ensuing extracts speak for themselves, and for their cap-
ions :

Shyness of the Prince.—*‘ This defeet (if so it can be called)in the
Prince congisted in a certain appearance of shyness which he never
conquered. And, in trath, it may be questioned whether it is a
thing that can be conquered, though large converse with the world
may enable a man to conceal it. Much might be said to explain
and justify this shyness in the Prince, but there it was, and no
doubt it sometimes prevented his high qualities from being at once
observed and fully estimated. It was 310 shyness of a very delicate
nature, that is not sure it will please, and is without the confidence
and the vanity which often go to form characters that are outwardly
more genial.

‘“The effect of this shyness was heightened by the rigid sincerity
which ma}ll-ked tllm Prigt.-,e:l character. There }:sre some men 'hﬁ
gain much popularit ways expressing in a hearty manner muc
more than thel; feel.y 'l'yhey are delighted to see you ; they rejoice to
hear that your health is improving ; and, you, not cariug to inguire
how mmch substance thers is behind these phrases, and not disin-
clined to imagine that your health is & matter of importance which
people might natnrally take interest in, enjoy this hearty but some-
what inflated welcome. But from the Prince there were 1o phrases
of this kind to be had—nothing that was not based upon clear and
cowplete sincerity. Indeed, his refined nature shrank from expres-
sing all it felt, and still less would it condescend to lpm on any sem-
blance of feeling which was not backed up by complete reality.”

Aversion to Flaltery.—* The Prince bad a horror of flattery. 1
use the word ‘horrov’ advisedly. Dr. Johnson sumewh.re says
that flattery shows, at auy rate, a desire to please, and may, there-
fore, be estimated as worth something on that acconnt. But the
Prince could nat view it jp that light. Heshuddered at it ; he tried
? get away from it as soon as be could. It was simply nauseous to

1. . o
‘“ He had the same feeling with regard to vice generally. Its
presence depressed him, grieved him, horrified him. His tolerance
allowed him to make excuses for the vices of individual men ; but
the evil itse}f he hated.”

His Love of Knowledge.—*‘ He was singularly impressed with the
intellectual beauty of knowledge ; for, as hs once remarked to her
who most sympathised with him, ‘To me a long, closely conuected
train of reasoning is like a beantiful strain of music. You can hardly
tmagine my delight in it.” But this was not all with him. He was
one of those rare seekers after truth who carry their affections into
their acquisitions of knowledge. He loved knowledge on account
of what it could do for mankind.

‘‘He never gave a listless or half-awake attention to anything that
he thought worth looking at, or to any person to whom he thought
it worth while to listen. And to the observant man, who is always
on the watch for general laws, the minutest objects contemplated by
him are full of insicht and instruction. In the Priuce’s converse
with men, he delighted in getting at what they knew best, and what
thev could do.”

His Love of Art.—¢* He cared not so much for a close represen-
tation of the things of daily life as for that ideal world which art
shadows forth and interprets to mankind. Hence his love for many
a picture which might not*be a masterpiece of drawing or of color-
ing, but which had tenderness and reverence in it, and told of some-
thing that was remote from common life, and high and holy.”

A Defect.—** It has been said, that, if we knew any maw’s life
intimately, there would be some great and peculiar moral to be de-
rived from it—some tendency to be noted which other men, obser-
ving it in his career, might seek to correct in themselves. I cannob
help thiuking that I see what may be the moral to be derived from
a study of the Prince’s life. 1t is one which applies only to a fov

-
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amongst the highest niatares ; and, simply stated, it is this—that

he cared too much about t0o many things.” -

Abiding Youthfulness.—¢¢ Findlly, there was in the Prince a
quality which [ think may be notftad as belonging to niost men of
genius and of mark. I mean a certain childlike simplicity. It is
noticed of such men that, mentally speaking, they do not grow old
like other men. There is always a playfulness about them, a cer-
tain innoceuce of character, and a power of taking interest in what
surrounds them, which we naturally associate with the beauty of
usefulness. It is a pity to use a foreign word if one can help it, but
it illustrates the character of such men to sxy that they never be-
come blusess. Those who had the good fortune to know the Prince,
will, I am <ure, admit the truth of this remark as applied to him,
and will agroe in the apinion that neither disaster, sickness nor any
other forin of human adversity, would have been able to harden his
receptive natute, or deaden his soul to the wide-spread interests of
humanity. He would always have been young in heart; and a
great proof of this was his singnlar attractiveness to all those about
him who were young. One gift that the Prince possessed, which
tended to make him a favorite with the young, was his peculiar
aptitude for imparting knowle:ige. Indeed, the skill he showed in
explaining anything, whether addressed to the young or the old,
ensured the readiest attention ; and it would not be easy to find,
even among the first professors and teachers of this age, any one
who cotild surpass the Prince in giving, in the fewest words aud
with the least use of technical terms, a lucid account of some diffi-
cult matter in science which he had masterod — mastered not only
for himself, but for all others who had the advantage of listening to
him.”—Ottawa Citigen.

3. TRUTHFULNESS AS A HABIT.

Sometimes a child contracts a habit of untruthfulness from mere
carelessness. A natural dullness of apprehension, or, on the other
hand, an excessive quickness, may thus prove a snare. Some chil-
dren, too, unconsciously mingle their own thoughts about a fact
with the fact itself, and thus, even without designing to do so, get
into the habit of misrepresentations, They must, therefore, be
taught to observe carefully and relate accurately. The well known
anecdote of Dr. Johnson and Mrs. Thrale so aptly illustrates this
point that its repetition here may be very readily excused. ‘‘ Ac-
custom your childven.” he said to Mrs. Thrale, ‘‘cfnstanily to
this : if a shing happened at one window, and they when relating
it, say that it happened at another, do not let it pass, but instantly
cheek them ; you do not know where deviation from trutlg w_lll end.”
Mrs. Thrale objected to so strictan afpﬁc'atlon of the principle, and
replied, *‘ Nay, this is too much, * * * Tittle variations in
narrative must happen a thousax}d_ times a day, if onie is not perpet-
ually watching.” Johoson rejoined, Well, madam, and you
ought to be ally wabching. It ismore from carelessness about
truth than from intentional lying that there is so much falsehood in
the world.”—S. 8. World.

4. OBEDIENOCE, THE MAINSPRING OF EDUCATION.

Obedience is the mainspring of education. In a child, docility
holds the place of reason ; little by little, reason will be developed,
and the mother will relax the absolute authority of her will. She
will explain why she orders, but she will do it only by degrees, and
will preserve, up to the last moment, the important right of saying,
¢« T command you.” There are many mothers who do not make up
their minds to order a child, until they have vainly used caresses
and promises ; then, all at once, the inefficiency of their efforts ren-
ders thew impatient, and they order in a fit of anger ; the child sub.
mits with a bad grace, and silently criticises the will which he has
been thus taught to oppose. On the contrary, a prudent mother,
if sometimes she judges proper to explain the order which she gives,
does so only after having been obeyed ; and the condescension is a
recompéense to the child for his submission, and a proof that he had
reason to submit.

The orders which a mother gives, should be the result of her re-
fleetion ; they should be expressed with deliberation, and they will
be obeyed without trouble. Why should she not occasionally em-

loy theabsolute expression of her will in commanding a child to
go something that may be agreeable to him ; as, for instance, to
play or to take a walk 7 This would be a means of separating the
idea of constraint from that of obedience ; but in all cases, agree-
able or otherwise, let the order be irrevicable. It is the habit of
obedience which forms the character. Learning, wit, talent, genius
—these precious fruits of study or of nature—are too often spoiled
by defects of character. The habit of obedience doen not diminish

eourage, or generous independence, or Btreng'th of resolution ; fora
'éhil?gu'ﬁmitgne:ntirely only to reason, and this salutary habit des-

Ywoys the vegue rebellion of the wmi Prepere him thus to have

respect for laws, to yield submission to necessity, and to possess
resignation, the most powerful consolation in his misfortune, But
to femnles it is espeocially useful to learn to obey. In this, is found
the true source of their bappiness,

6. LONDON AND THE QUEEN.

I was speaking in my last letter of the moral dimensions of Lon-
don ; let me mention a few of its big things physically, Aud it
may seem inbrédible at first that Londou’s greatest wonders and its
most striking improvements just nuw, are under-ground. For ex-
ample, the Metropolitan Railway is a very successful experiment in
subterranean locomotion. This road traverses the city beneath
roadways and houses, having larze and well-lighted stations at wter-
vals, 8o that passengers can easily find their way to and from the
city above. This is probably but the beginning of extensive im-
provements yet to be made in this direction. It is a noteworthy
thing in réferexice to all these great works of internal improvement,
that they ate cdnstructed with a solidity and expensiveness which
are perfectly astonishing. It is difficult to see how the companies
can afford to buy their way through the heart of London, and to
build at such an immense cost,

In passing along Fleet street, which is one of the Broadways of
Loudon, I saw the foundations of a splendid railrdad bridge, which
is to cross the street within pistol-shot of St. Paul’s. Loudon is
persecuted by railway prejects even more than New York. I was
assured that the propoasl for railroads in London which were laid
before this Parliament, contempluted the use of an amount of gpace
which would equal one quarter part of the entire city! One of
these plans prcposed to tunnel beneath the Religious Tract Society
in Paternoster Row, and even under St. Paul’s Cathedral! In one
case it fell out that a sincle piece of property lay in the track of
three railroad schemes, and three different surveying parties visited
the premises in the same day. A joint Committee of the two
Houses of Parliament was raised to consider these projects—a
method seldom rescrted to—which resulted in throwing out some
two-thirds of the proposition at once.

A still more novel and wonderful thing in London, and perhaps
the most remarkable affair in town, is the Pnemmatic Dispatch, by
which mails are forced through a subterranean tube from one dis-
trict to another, in & very brief space of time. The atmorphere is
first churned in a vast reservoir by ‘steam power, and biing thus
concentrated, is suddenly admitted into the tube, forcing all before
it. Teis proposed to have the London mails distributed according
to the postal sections on the trains as these approach the city, and
on arriving, each mail is to be shot through to its place at once.
And besides this an experiment is being made at the Ciystal Palace
grounds of propelling passenger cars by the same principle. Think
of being shot through a huge pipe, underground, in two minutes,
from the Battery to Harlem'! A still gresiber subterranean enter-
prise is going on in London in what are called the Intercepting
Sewers. You will remember the excitement which occurred in
London a few years ago, about the impurities of the river Thames,
and how Parliament was almost driven out of St. Stephen’s Palace,
by the steneh of the river, which runs right by the edifice. Im-
mense quantities of the chloride of lime were dumped into the
river to sweeten it, and to prevent infection. At that time all the
sewers of London poured their contents into the Thames. This of
course, conld not be endured. To remedy this, three immense in-
tercepting sewers are being constructed on each side of the river, at
a depth on the north side of some sixty feet below the pavement,
30 as to drain all the conducts and cess-pools of the city, These
vast arteries are to convey the impurities of the city to a point on
the river ten or tweuty miles below Loundon. It is intended to
have a reservoir in which these drainings can be confined a: will, so
that they may be let out with the ebbing tide, and be carried guite
into the ocean. ;

These great sewers will require six years to complete, and will
cost one hundred millions of dollars. It is easy to sec snme such
plan as this is the onl% way in which the Thames can ever be made
sweet and healthy. ut how few would think of this, or appreciate
the vastness of the enterprise, as one which promises to be all con-
trolling by and by in making London habitable and healthfnl.

Hyde Park. I was in Hyde Park the other Satu day between
twelve and two o’clock, to see the aristocracy on horseback. It is
notable, indeed, that st this time may be seen five hundred ladies
and gentlemen, dukes and duchesses, noblomen and their wives and
danghters, riding back and forth in a space of a mile long. By
the side of this roadway is a promenade where as many fashionable
people are gathered on foot, probably less avistocratic. ~ What seems
most curious to-me i8 that this spot has but one name in London,
and that is ¢ Rotten Rew ;” or as the cockney calls it, * Wotten
Wo.” I'have been curious to find out the origin of this- most ex-
teaordinary name ; and-the most satisfactory explanation.ie that it
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is a popular corruption of the French ¢ Route de Roi.” London is | window for his father coming. ~Now—as ail the dictionary-makers

never tired of seeing Equipage and Splendor. The Queen held a
¢ Drawing Room " the other day, the reception being made by the
Prince of Wales and his Royal Lady. The streets were crowded
in the vicinity of St. James’ Palace. The elegance in dress, car-
riage, harness, horses, liveries, and all that sort of thing is strange
enough to republican eyes,

In the Royal Academy of Arts, I saw lately two daughters and a
young son of the Queen. They were busily looking at the paintings
in company with some noble gentlemen. They carried themselves
very quietly and charmingly. ~They were of course the observed of
all observers, while they acted as if they did not know it. There
is something very pleasing in the devotion of the English to the
Queen and her family. It is a feeling stronger than loyalty. It is
affection. Royal blood is sacred in their eyes, and they throw
around the royal family all the reverence and admiration which
they are capable of feeling. I confess to being a very sturdy and
incorrigible republican. I almost smiled the other day when I read
that ‘“ His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, had been i-
ously pleased to send fifty guineas to help a charity ;” but yet let it
be considered that this is a feeling which includes at once beauty
and solidity. 1 am not dazzled with the glitter of royalty, but I
am forced to feel a sympathizing appreciation of those sentiments
which underlie the most’ fixed and unfaltering loyalty. When I
was in a vast assembly recently not less than ten thousand being

resent, the choir sang * God save the Queen.” It was in the
Crystal Palace, where hats were worn, and at the first sound of the
tune, every man rose and uncovered. I could not help doing the
same thing.

6. TAKING CHILDREN BY THE HEART.

A short biography of the late Professor Gaussen, of Geneva, has
lately been given in a Swiss religious publication. There wo find
the following passage relative to his boyhood.—*‘ The vivacity of
his ways, which yet were full of attractiveness, sometimes disquieted
his mother, charged as she was wjth his education, and drove his
teachers to despair. Yet his naturally tender and affectionate dis-
position placed a much-needed rein upon the outbursts of his wild
gaiety. His mother and a little sister were the objects of his most
tender care. Accordingly, when some new giddiness of the future
theologian led to a visit from one of the Professors, ¢ Take hold of
my son by the heart,” said his mother, and Louis Gaussen was
taken.” Is not this the secret with most lively children ?

7. THE WAY TO EMINENCE.

That which other folks can do,
Why, with patience, may not you?

Long ago a little boy was entered at Harrow school. He was
put into a class beyond his years, and where all the scholars had the
advantage of previous instruction, denied to him. His master chid
him for his dulness, and all his efforts then could not raise him from
the lowest place n the form. But, nothing daunted, he procured
the grammars and other elementary books which his class-fellows
had gove through in previous terms. He devoted the hours of
play, and not a few of the hours of sleep, to the mastering of these ;
till, in a few weeks he gradually began to rise, and it was not long
till he shot far ahead of all his companions, and became not only
leader of the division, but the pride of Harrow. You may see the
statue of that boy, whose career began with this fit of energetic
application, in St. Paul's cathedral ; for he lived to be the greatest
oriental scholar of modern Europe—it was Sir William Jones.

When young scholars see the lofty pinnacle of attainment on
which that name is now reposing, they feel as if it had been created
there, rather than had travelled thither.—No such thing. The
most illustrious in the annals of philosophy once knew no more
than the most illiterate now do. "And how did he arrive at his
peerless dignity ? By dint of diligence; by downright pains-taking.
—Life in Earnest.

——

8. WELCOME.

< Papa will soon be here,” said mamma, to her three years old
boy, ‘“what can Georgy do to welcome him 1” And the mother
glanced at the child’s playthings, which lay scattered in wild confu-
sion on the carpet. ‘“Make the room neat,” replied the bright
little one, understanding the look, and at once beginning to gather
his toys into a basket. ¢ What more can we do to welcome papa §”
asked mamma, when nothing was wanting to the neatness of the
room. ‘‘Be happy to him wheyb he comes!” cried the dear little
fellow, jumping up and down with eagerness, as he watched at the

will testify—it is very hard to give good definitions ; but did not
little Georgy give the very substance of a welcome 7—¢‘ Be happy
to him when he comes.”—Congregationist. _

9. GIVE THE BOYS TOOLS.

In man there is what may be termed ¢ making instinct,” -and
our houses, garments, ships, machinery, and, in fact, every thing
we use, are the practical results of instinct. How important, then,
that this faculty be cultivated, and that the idea be at once and for-
ever abandoned that none but mechanics require this great element
of usefulness and happiness, Whatever a man’s occupation, whe-
ther he be a farmer, a merchant, an artist, or a mechanic, there are
hourly occasions for its practical application. Being thus general
in its usefulness, the cultivation of this constructive faculty should
be a primary consideration with parents. Skill in the use of tools
is of incalculable advantage. It gives useful employment to many
an idle hour. It prompts one to add a thousand little conveniences
to the house, which, but for his skill, would never be made. In a
word, it is the carrying out, in a fuller sense, of the design of the
Creator, when he implanted the faculty of constructiveness within
us. Let it, then, be cultivated in children. Indulge the propensity
to make water-wheels and miniature wagons, kites and toy-boats,
sleds and houses—any thing, in fact, which will serve to develop it
and render it practically useful. Give the boys good pocket-knives,
and, what is better, give them a good workshop. Employed in it,
they will not only be kept out of mischief, but will be strengthening
their muscles, exercising their mental powers, and fitting themsel-
ves for greater usefulness when they shall be called upon to take
their place in the ranks of men.—Scientific American.

Ty

X. Gtuentionnl Hntelligence.

CANADA.

—— Universiry or MoGiLr CorreGe—Tne CeaNCELLoRsHIP.—Under
the recently fmended statutes of the McGill College, the Governors are
empowered to elect one of themselves as President and Chancellor of the
University, the Principal becoming ez-gficio Vice-Chancellor. The Gov-
ernors have just unanimously elected the Honorable Chas. D. Day, LL.D.
to be the first Chancellor. Peter Redpath, Eeq., of the firm of Jobn Red-
path & Son, Sugar Refiners, and President of the Board of Trade, has been
elected a Governor of Mc@ill College University in place of David David-
son, Esq., who returned to Scotland to reside some time ago.

—— Brar Ozxxx ScHoor.—~The London Fres Press learps that Thos.
Secatcherd, Esq., M.P.P., who bas always taken a liberal part in advancing
the interests of education, lately presented the pupils of Bear Creek
School, under the charge of Mr. John A. McDonald, with a valuable lot of
books, as a token of his good wishes toward the above named sehool.

—— WesLzyax Femarx Corieox, Hamrron.—The Wesleyan College
is a proprietary institution, the ownership being vested in a Joint Stock
Company, of which the members are principally residents in and around
Hamilton. The want of a Seminary to supply the educational demands
of the rapidly increasing Wesleyan body in the: Western section of the
Province had been long felt. The ** Burlington Academy,” established in
1846, and discontinued in 1851, was the fruit of private enterprize, and
its success, although not such as to warrant a single individual in embark-
iug, unaided, upon a design of such magnitude, still was sufficient to give
the present institution birth, - Ten years elapsed ere the idea could be
carried to ite present practical issue.. In 1859 and 1860 the enterprise
was deliberately taken in hand. The project was thenceforward hurried
on to rapid and successful completion. Stock-books were opened, and &
few months saw the estimated fund raised ; twenty-five thousand dollars
was considered adequate, and at once appropriated for the purchase of an
essential site and building; the “ Apglo- American Hotel,” at that time
the largest structure west of Toronto, was in the market, selected, pur-
chased and fitted out, and on the 19th of September, 1861, Was inavgu-
rated the Wesleyan Femala College, of Hamilton, O.W., the clergy of tho
various denominations with a large body of citizens being in attendance,
together with forty pupils whose names Were entered for the first year.
The Building is five stories in height, with cellar basements, extending
east and west 200 feet, with an extent north and eouth of 120 feet, .Tbe
College is situated on.tbe south side of King Streéet, and commands o full
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view of the “ Gore,” park and fountains; it combines admirably the three
essentials of clear light, shady coolnees, with ever varied and animated
scenery. The building is of cat lime stone, painted brown, and designed
to accommodate 260 boarders. A pavement, 20 feet broad, fronts the
entrance, rendering egress cleanly in the worst of weather. Grounds sup-
plied with appurtenances of gymuoasia and kindred exercises ocenpy con-
siderable space in the rear of the building, while covered walks enclosing
a spacious play ground lend a pleasing appearance to the eye, and con.
duce to the henlthful physieal action to the inmates. Taking the cxterior
of the building as it is this portion may be gaid to comprise every requisite
compatible with the epace and material with which the projectors had to
work, while that with which they had to work, comprized every essential
to an incipient and future perfect Female College.

The Interior.—From the pavement ycu enter a hall 20 feet broad, in
the centre of which stands the principal stair case of carved rose-wood.
Branching from cither side are rooms four in number. That on the right
comprises the library and museum. On the left are the offices of the
Institution, Passing onward, and at the extremity of the hall is the
dining apartment, used for public examinations, lectures, &c. This room
is ornsmented with elegant designs of freeco and panel work, coat-of-
arms of England, with the Americas ; is 36 feetlong by 70 wide, and serves
admirably the double purpose to which it is applied, visitors and pupils
being accommodated with ample room. The offices of the Institution on
this flight are supplied with desks, tables, and every usual requisite. Tha
hall paper is cmbellished with substantial landseape paintings, in oil,
geologieal fossils, among which the Jethyosanrus, a reptile of the secondary
periad is noticeable. A number of rooms in the winga of minor import,
conclude this floor. The principal rooms are on the second story, which
comprises the Institution Drawing Room, 25 by 60, This room, used for
the reception »f visitors. and also by the pupils on partienlar occasions,
commands a progpect of the city and fountains, and is furnished in the
best style. Recitation rooms, nnd various apartmenta for the division of
clzsses are also on that. flight. together with sleeping apartments, sixteen
in number. The apartments of the left wing are occupied by the several
teachers and hrad professor as studies and resident rooms ; the:e are rix
in number. Bath:rooms properly furnished, and supplied with hot and
cold water, are constantly acceseible, and are situated in the rear of this
story. The rooms thronrhout are lofty anl supplied with glass venti-
lators, and the air generally leaves impression of purity and health.

The Library.—This is a spacious apartment, furnished with tables and
furniture for the accommodation of pupil readers and temporary visitors.
The museum of the Institution is aleo a part of this division. Glass cases
ranged the length of the apartment nre crowded with tastefully disposed
ehellg, nquatic remains, fossils and folinge specimens, forming in the main
a substantial collection. Additions are being weekly made to this most
jnteresting and unseful department. The Library numbers 600 volumes.
The works appear standard, and we could wich more numerous, but being
at times augmented, the library will doubtless take its place as a College
Library shortly. We cannot glance more than summarily at the course
of instruction and discipline, d&ec., of the Wesleyan Female College.
To obtain an outline of the various machinery in the workirg, our readers
must themselves visit the establishment. The “ Facolty ” consists of a
Principal and ten assistants, each, however, independent in their severnl
departments. Natural Seciences, Classics, Mathematics, Music, Painting
and Drawing in all its branches, together with the French, German and
Hebrew languages are amongst the list of curriculum here taught. With
regard to discipline, all harshnees is disearded. Appeals to the better
feelings of the pupil have always been made, and the remonstrance of
such kindly spirit has invariably met with success. Expulsion in extreme
eases from the Seminary is the only severity resorted to. Pupils attend
whatever church they may belong to, and we are told that they number
sovernl Episcopalians, Presbyterians, and kindred bodies. Hours of study
are from 9 a. w, to 4 p. m., with intermiasion, and each morning the exer
cises open by the reading of a passnge of ecripture by all the pupils in
unison. The Ci(y of Hamilton sends many day-scholars, which omens well
for the standing of the College. The first year 40 pupils were enrolled.
In 1862 the list increased to 100, which is stated to be the sggregate at
present, though an inerense is expected at the September opening. We
may add that the design of the Academy was to form a link between the
eommon and private schools of the country, for females, on the same prin-

ciple that the Grammar Solools are preliminary to the University for

males. The College, thus far, has fulfilled the most eapguine expectations
of the projectors, and we have no doubt in the present judicious hands it
will continue to do so.—Hamilton Spectator.

BRITISH AND FOREIGN.

~—— Bminisn axp Forrray Scmool Sociery.—The fifty-ninth general
mecting was held on May 9th, immediately after the public examination
of the male and female students. In the absence of Earl Russell, the
chair was oceupied by Earl Granville. An abstract of the Anaual Report
was read by Mr. E. D. J. Wilks, from which it appeared that there were
196 young people of both sexes preparing for the work of teaching in
elementary schools for the poor. At the Christmas examination for certi-
ficates, the result proved very satisfactory. Allusion was made to the
appointment of Mr. J. G. Fitch, M.A,, a8 one of Her Majesty’s Inspectors
of Schools, and the appointment of Mr. J. C. Curlis as bis successor in
the Principalship of the Normal College in the Borough Road. The at-
tendance in the Boys’ Model School in the Borough Road averaged 587,
making a total admitted of 66,204, The report stated that there would
be a diminution of nearly £2000 in the funds of the society for the next
year, owing to the operation of the Minute of Coimeil affecting training
schools, and concluded with an earnest appeal for pecuniary assistance for
tbe maintenance of the present important agency. Resolutions were
passed approving of the report and the Society’s proceedings; and ad-
dresses were delivered by Mr., 8. Gurney, M.P.; the Rev. Mesers, Newman
Hall, Titcomb, and Spurgeon, and Earl Graoville.

—— A Wonan Docror.—A woman lhas, for the first time in England,
pnseed a first medical examination. She had applied to the Universi!y of
London and of St. Andrews, to the College of Surgeons.of London and of
Edinburgh, and to the College of Physicians of Edinburgh—but all in vain,
Ench of these learned bodies refused to allow her to compete for the degree
which would have given her legal qualification to iaber in the cure of
human ills, and fnally she appealed to Apotheearies Ilall, and having
been examined in anatomy, physiology, chemistry, botany and materia
medica, which she had studied for the prescribed five years, wus euccess-
ful in passing. A further course of eighteen months study is required,
when, if proved duly qualified, ehe will receive a license to practice.

—— Epucarioxar Enigration.—The Tyrawley Herald, an Trish paper,
states that the President of one of the Colleges of the Christian Brothers,
in the United States, is at present in the West of Ircland, and is engaged
in taking down the names of pational and other school boys, of from four.
teen to twenty five years of age, who are willing to go to Ameriea to have
their education completed there, under the care of the Christian Brothers‘
and be thus fitted for filling positions of trust in connection with the
Roman Catholic Church in this country. This offer, the same paper
states, is being eagerly accepted by the young men, who are. expecting,
after n few years’ drill, to take high etations in the Church and in the
State.

—— Rovraw Corveee or Scvreroxs.—The first statue to the memory of
John Hanter, the greatest phyeiologist Englund has produced, and to wi:om
the medieal profession and the public generally are indebted for the finest
anatomieal eollection in Europe, and upon which the Council of 1he College
has expended nearly £1,000,000 sterling, has just been placed in the
Hunterian Museum. It is executed in marble, and is from the studio of
Hemry Weekes, R.A., who well maintains in this statue his reputation as
one of the first sculptors of the day. Huater is represented in deep
thought, seated in the chair which has been modelled after the one made
by his own hands, and which the curious may see in the office of {he
conservator of the museum. The sculptor in producing this fine work hns
availed himself of the large picture of Hunter by Reynolds, which is now
rapidly fading, notwithstanding the great care taken of this chef d’ auvre
by the authorities.

—— Scroors 1¢ Russia.—Eight thousand school-honses have been ereot.
ed in Russia since the emancipation of the serfs took place,

—— UniversiTY OF WiLxa,—The Ozar is about to establish a Russian
University in Wilna, “for the better representation of Russian interests
in Lithuania,” in place of the Polish University formerly existing there.

—~— Epucamonal Paivivea:s 1x Fraxce~—Among the pupils, fully
6000 in number, of the lyceums and colleges of Paris and Versailles,

there has been qustomary au aonual competition for three great Emperor's



160

JOURNAL OF EDUCATION FOR UPPER CANADA.

{OctoBER, 1864.

prizes, as they are called, the winners of which, besides bearing their
names proclaimed at the festival of distribution, the grandest in the
academic year of the Parisians, are exempted from eomscription, and

admitted without fee to all Government Schools. A like privilege has;

just been granted to the pupils, nearly ten times as numerous, of the pro-
vincial lyceums and colleges. The pupils of each academic district are
first to copete among themselves in order to ascertain the presumptive
prizemen—lauréats—in each; the lauréats of all the provineial academic
districts will thén compete for three, equal in every respect to those com-

peied for in the metropalitan distriet. So great a value was set on the' midsummer, 1862.

awfully significant form. This visitation is altogether uvheralded. . The
comet was discovered with a telescopic object, simultaneously at Marseilles
and Bologna on the morning of the 6th ultimo, Its parabelic elemente, as
provisionally determined, indicate that it has never before been observed,
at least £0 as to be computed; and that its future genccentric positions
are favourable for its being seen in the evening and morniug skies. The
time it requires to move around the sun and its physical traita remaia
therefore, to be ascertained. The last comet of considerable magaitude,
visible to the eye, was that discovered at Cambridge by Mr. Tuttle, abeut
It bad the form of a Turkish scimitar, and moved out

Ewperor’s prizes, given till now only in the metropolitan district, that! from the morth with its convex side in advance. While traversing the

the provincial lyceums and colleges very generally lust such of their
pupils as had any chance of succeeding in the competition for them ; and
the present extension of the privilege aims expresaly at “ reviving pro-
vincial life, and rekindling centres of Iight, more than ome of which
burned brightly in the past.”

~—— The Quakers are establishing a college in Pennsylvania. It is
incorporated as Swathmore College, and about $40,000 bave been paid
towards the enterprise.

—— WiLriax H. Waris, Esq.—This distinguished educator has been
compelled to resign the office he has honored so long as City Superinten-
dent in Chicago, and henoeforth promises himself easier work, with more
money, in other fields of labor. The Chicago papers contain the announce-
ment in the following terms :—“ The Resignation of William H. Wells, Exq.
—Yesterday, at the meeting of the Board of Education, William H. Wells,
Eeq, the Superintendent of the Public Schools of Chicago, resigned his
office, 1he resignation to take effvet at the close of the present school term.
‘We understand that he resigns the post of School Superintendent to take
charge of the 1liinois Branch Office of the Charter Oak Life Insurance
Company. As wus felt by ail, the retirement of Mr. Wells is a calamicy
to the public schools of Chicago. Able, accomplished, and thorough in all
things, he praciised a courtesy that reached all hearts, and a firmness that
commanded universal respect. He is a man among thousands, and diffieuls
indeed will it be for the board to find any person to suceeed him who will
bear himself in office a8 honorably to himself and so satisfactorily to the
public.”

bl ————————

XI. Litevavy and Srcientific Yntelligence,

~——— SociaL Soience AssocIATION.~At the request of the Couneil, the
Executive Committee has prepared a report on the constitution and opera-
tions of the Association. They suggest that the departments should be
reduced from six to four, vis. :—first, Jurisprzdence and the Amendment
of the Law; second, Education; third, Health; fourth, E ty and

arctic constellations it was a marvellously sublime spectacle, and attracted
universal attention. The stars shone through its gigantic form, giving it a
wondrously picturesque aspect.—Unfortunately this fine comet does not
reappear till after the lapse of nearly a century and a half.—Boston
Courier.

~——Sciznce 1v NarLxs.—Prince Ottajano, governor of the Royal Pal.
ace of Naples, applies his salary of 1,000 fr. a month to purposes of charity
or advancement of science and literature. With the latter intention he has
just offered a prize of 1,000 fr. for the beet comedy written in Italian by
any inhabitants of the Southern provinces of Italy. The pieces are to be
sent in to the said Academy on or before the 15th of October.

—— Tax Queen's Menorrs.—The Cobourg Gazetle states that Queen
Vietoria is engaged in writiog her own memoire, and that this accounts for
her withdrawal from Court receptions, &ec.

—— Book aNp Coixe.—A very curious book has been published by
Harper Brothers, New York, on the * Current Gold and Silver Coivs of
all Countries,” with nine hundred fac-simile iilustrations in silver and
gilt values and denominations. Among the curious facts which it brings
out, is the one that the Austrian dollar, coined at the present day, is the
exact copy of the dollar of Maria Theresa of 1780.

o r————————————

UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA COLLEGE.

MEDICAL FACULTY.

Medicine and ical Pathology—Han. J hn Rolph, LL.D., M.D., M.R.CS.

Miduwifery and Diseases of Women and Children—Walter B. Geikie, M.D.

Materin. Medica and Therapeutics—Charles V., Berryman, M.A, M.D.
Physician to Toronto General Hospital.

Physiology—John N. Reid, M. D.

Chemistry and Botany—J. Herbert Sangster, M.A., M.D,

Surgery and >urgical Pathology—James Newcombe, M.D, L.R.C.P,
London, M.R.C.S., Eng,, Physician Toronto General Hospital.

General Pathology—Hon. John Rolph, LL.D, M.D, M.R.CS,, Eng.

Anatomy, Descriptive and Surgical—John Fulton, M.D., L.R.C.P, Lon.,
M.R.C.S., E:g..”‘

Medical Jurispr Charles V. Berrymun, M.A., M.D.

Trade. The department of Reformation has been embraced in that of
Edueation ; the department of Trade and International Law, partly in
that of Jurisprudeuce and partly in that of Economy. It is suggested, at
the same time, that the departments may be subdivided into sections when
it is found advisable. As to the mode of conducting the proceedings at
the Anvual Cungress, the following suggestions are made -—*“That the
principal subjects for discussion be fixed by the Committees of Depart-
ments, in the form of questions, sometime previous to the annual meeting,
and with a view, among other counsiderations, to the speeialities of the
members likely to attend; that no department or section take np more
than one such guestion on any day ; that the committees obtain reporte
and papers to open the discussion on these questions, without subjecting
the authors to the twenty-minute rule; that other papers, nevertheless,
may be sent in under that rale at the option of the authors; but that the
committees tuke care that the total number of papers read do not oeeupy
more than ove half of the day, the other half being reserved for discus-
sion, under a limit of twenty minutes.for each speaker; and that the papers
not read may, nevertheless, be published in the ZTramsaetions, if the
council thiuk fit.” A new law provides for holding an Annwal Business
Mecting of the members, at the office of the Association, for the election
of the officers and the reception of the aecounts. The Eighth Annual
Meetiog will be held at York, from the 22ud to the 29th of September
vext, under the presidency of Lord Brougham,

—— Tne Niw Cougr.—Astronomers inform us that the face of the
heavens is again about to be changed by the presenge of one of those
mysterious wanderers of the celestial spaces whieh from time to time
come into view clothed with great splendour, majestio proportionr, aud

Practical Analomy—J. A. Williams, M.D.
Curator of the Museum—S. P. May, M.D.
The Lectures will commence on the 1st day of October, and continue six
months. @raduation—Spring and Fall, when the Examinations will be
in writing and oral.
Dean of the Faculty—Hon. John Rolph, 56 Gerrard Street East, Torontos
to whom apply for any further informution.
Torotito, August 24, 1864.

McGILL UNIVERSITY, MONTREAL.
HE CALENDAR for tbe Edueational Year 186463 is just published,
and affords all necessary information respeeting
THE FACULTY OF ARTS. THE HIGH SCHOQOL OF MoGILL
THE FPACULTY OF MEDICINE. COLLEGE.
THE FACULTY OF LAW. THE MoGILL NORMAL SCHOOL.
The attention of all interested in the higher edueation, is invited to the
course of study set forth under the above heads, and which have been so
arranged as to afford to aH classes of persons the gieatest possible facili-
ties for the atininment of mental oulture nod professional training.
Copies will be forwarded free to any part of British America oo appli-
eation (post-paid) to the undersigned.
W. 0. BAYNES, B.A, 8eo., Registrar, &e.
July, 1864 8in—jas—pd.

s—up.

ApyrxmiggurNtsinserted inthe Journal of Bdueation for 20 cents per
line, which may be remitted in postage stamps, or otherwise.

Terus: For asingle copy of the Journalof Educution, $1 perannum,
back vols., neatly stitched, supplied on the ¢game terms, ATlsubseriptivns
to commence with the January Number, and payment in advance must
io all cascsaccompany the order. Single numbers, 10 centseach.

Alleommunioations to be.addressed to J. Gxorex Hoveins, LL.B,,
Bducation Office, Fovonte,

SODORED: LOVRML AND GIRSON, PRINSARS.




