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THE SCRIBBLER. - -~

MoNTREAL. THURSDAY, 15th NOVEMBER, 1821. No. XXL
ef in gm'l'ze__oirgo '
- .+ . Nobilis wvim -~ HORACE:

- A noble virgin, ¢ all sges famed,

~—liberior et dulcior, et ad omnem comitaten fioi
_litatemque proclivior,’ o
S CICERO.

More libert_ﬂ‘and. more i(in&, pleasing for pleasing’s sake,
» ° Nortime, hor perfidy; ber love can shake.

It is a duty which every man owes to himself,
and to the circle of society in which he lives or with
which he ‘communicates, to take a review, from.
time to time, of his 'relations ‘towards mankind, -
both. what he expects to’ derive from his connec-
tions in'society, and'what is expected at his hands,
whether as'a’ matter of pecuniary debt,” voluntary
obligation, moral duty, or implied promise. -The
man of business occasionally ‘'looks over his led-
ger,- his bill-book; ' 'his letter-book and his’ order’
book to see’ what provision he must make to sug-
tain his reputation’for punctuality of payment
- and niercantile dealing 5 the lawyér reflects from
time -to_time, -cpon .the causes that will requiré.
his attention the ensuing term, the advice He has -
to give his ‘€lients; and mot. uufrequently, how-he -
is to'get paid for .his exertions, ; the man of pleas~
ure hag- his” memorandums:book of engagements,
paities;' bets, and perhaps-also a leaf of assesskin
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bn which his assignations. are minuted to be tub-
bed out with a wet finger as occasion serves’; and
there #s noclass of men who will not find it ser-
viceable to take recurring periods for considering
what duties unperformed, or promises unfulfilled,
are_required from them.. A periodical writer ig
as.wmuch or more bound than others to take such
an occasional retrospect, especially where, as [
teel both pride and gratification is the case with
me, the encfeasing patronage of tlie public imposes
upon him the greater.obligation to fultil, to the
utmost of his ability, the expectations he may
have held out. I have, with this object, been
passing in review my essays from the beginning,
and find :a number of promises that have been
either only partially performed, or remain to be
redeemed. - . :
Of the performance of the general professions
made at the out:set of the Scribbler, the; public will
best judge after time-and. experience  have set
their seal:upon my labours, I have in some measure
endeavoured, by variety, to fulfil the expectati-
-ons. held out, and it is only with respect to a re-
view of literary works published 1n, or iélative to
the Canadas, and perhaps also to a more full and
minute perquisition into the dress, tanners and
" amusements of both sexes, that I-haveany twinges
of conscience for neglect or arrears. .
... But, -registering the promises I havé made, I
find also-that- I owe.:, e 3
An antiquarian, and critical disquisition on the
Charrivari., - -, - . _ . . .
. An apology for Queen Mary, Lot’s daughters,
Joseph’s mistress, Sampson’s Dalilah, and Herod’s
Herodias. - - A o
A celebration of . every female saints-day t_l}at
occurs on thursday, and a copy of.veérses in praise

ES
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of the bearersof that name.’ v T
The relation 6f my dream on_ the sofa when I
had dismissed my female commlttee of dress and
fashion,
"A quarterly olio of anecdotes,_ jests. and epm ams, .
- A decision in the case of the jilting vudow, and,
A continuation of the letters from Pulo"Pehang.
Besides which it may” be implied that I mean
to argue some, if not all, of the paradoxes enii~
merated in. No. 6 ; that I am engaged: to cele-
brate more pointedly than I'have done the men-
tal excellencies of'the sex ; and that'the criticisms’
on Massinger’s - plays, - and ‘other. old: dramatlc
_writers, will b OC’CdSlOl’lally dontinued.
Here is tindoubtedly a’laige. ‘acdumulation of
- debt, and I perceive by my almanack 'that this'is
the actual pay:day “for one of my promissory
notes. ‘In- the Catholic caléndar for Canada-the
festival of St. Gertrude ‘occurs on:the 15th of
Novémber:; in the Protestant -Episcopal calendar
that virgin saint is superseded: by Sti" Machutus,
yet' -why -the ‘latter has-at’all” been -introduc-
ced into the ceremonial of a réformed: clivreh, or
why. St.  Gertrude, hds not been - allowed her sta-
tion as well -as -St. "Agnes, St. Agatha, and -0
theér ¢anonised’ ladies celebrated’in . the Romish
legeiids, does not’ appear in. ‘any’ authorities - T
have had an opportunity of ¢onsulting.-
© .St. Gertrude was' illistrious for-her. faith and
constancy, her purity of mind, and inviolate in-
nocence, and- her hame imports as much, . It-is
of german origin, and compounded of Gar,
entire or complete, and .Trau, or Trid;. (wWhence
‘our English T'rutk,) faith, constancy, truth.: -She
was the daughter of Pepin dé Landin, :mayor of
the palace under Dagobert, and was, dedicated
to a religious life from her twelfth year
ANl the Gertrudes. in Montreal and ‘its vici-
nity are respeciflly 1equested to accept the,
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followmo‘ effort; as an oblatxon at then slnmc.

In opcnmg youth, ~viih ov Pry clerrn. afray'd,
. And where each hndding virtije early she“ d,
An xunoccnt and gently playfal maid,
. _VWas sweot and arlets Gexlrudr-. i
’ VV hnn mxtrel’l summers sped ilieir genml ftight
T Then' uotm vain-a youthful lover sned.: :
N And Hyrmen’s loreh; at fwenty, burnt full bright, .
I‘ol fmlhful, conslant, Gerlrude.
Wlth ceascless aving Tlme flies’ u]ong, nml now,
- Like to a gentle:dove With iinfletlg’d brood, - el
[ Her breut maternal and madona brow
Bespeak | ﬂla mother, Gertrude, .
]’n falth and constanc) a matchless wife,
With smilds’ serene, and mildést fortitude,’
She heightens hlids, and soothes; the cares of life,
. Jrue, real, . Woman, chlmde. ,
.And come lhat hom- “hen worth and u;lue clalm
T 0 Tl The’brightt reward of Heuven's ‘beatitude. -
: e . Sho"ll beam, midst joy, and :prdise; ‘and blest ucclaxm,
‘A, saint and ahgel, Gertrude

So f'ar theref'ore I Have. 1edeemedmy pledge to
ﬂlat portion . of my fair readers who expect thieir
boiiquets on - St. Gertrude’s day,;: whilst the Ceci-
lias: may now:reckdn-thatI. s}mll mnot:-forget them -
~next thursday.. ' With:regard tomy other engage-
'ments:: - The .continuationi of -the « letters ' from
Pulo. Penang,” which have héen much “enquired
for, will appear:with as little delay as possible, but

- some of thém . are-so-worn, and. paxts obhtemted o

" By having ‘got wet,that it will be. it necessary
‘to leave some. blanks. . There- will probably
be no:’'necessity for any- _]udu:xal decision “of the
" case of the widow, - the ‘matter having, I believe,
" been compromised extra curiam, which, by the
bye, is not fair, as I had expected a bride’s favour,
and a’pair. of white gloves-on the occasion.. I
have had the following letter about iy promlsed
oho of anecdotes : : ‘

M SCRIBBLER . s
Dang ity be as good as your word you pro-
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mised a paper of nothing but jests.and epigrams
once a quarter ; you have given but one, and the
second quarter is' aldiost out. . Our. club: can’t
find any of them in.Joe Miller, so you shall -be
welcome. to dine with.us on a calf’s, head and
buttered brains next April fools:day ; only give
"us plenty of them -there pleasant stories. You
shallsit at the head of the t'tble, and for vice you
shall h'lve o
your s in Jocules _)oculomm.
‘Ricpum FunNipos.

Tlus funny gentleman and his club may rely
that before this guarter is“out their wishes " shall
be giatified ; and easy would, it-be for tlie- Scrib-
bler.if all” other readers were as readlly satisfied,
for nothing is less laborious than to collect a num-
ber of 'scraps ,of the kind -which have been ne.
rrlectcd or fomotten, or to invent bonmots and
compose exteinpore afterthoughts.

My other promises must remain till- tlme and
_oppmtumty permit me to fulfil ‘them, as I.can
not resist the teimptation of translating " the fol-
owing short ‘history from a.very scarce book,

. wlnch I have just_read (“Nicephorus hist. Rom.
it de. ch/l/uca muliere, ) forl am a great admirer,
. as George -Stevens said of a well known biblioma-
1iiac, of all such reading asis never.read ; and to
which I was induced to resort by a reference
made to this story in the Relationes Curiose. Qf
Happelius, who quotes alao Justus. szszus,
relating it..
.. In the reign of: the emperor Andromcus Paleo-
. logus the_younger, an irruption of, the, Tartars
into the Byzantine dominions took place, in the
course of which a Thracian of note, after séeing
his wife violated by the invading barbarians, was
.carried away by .them into slavery.- When he
reached the Scythlan deserts, a Tartar woman‘

-
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whose husband had been killed,, and who was
also childless, was.induced, either by.compassiorr
ot by the.personal qualifications. of the Thracian,
to. avail. of the -custom prevalent amongst those
people, and redeem him from the hard and pub-
lic slavery to ‘which he would have beeu subject-
ed, to be her own servant, by the payment of a
considerable sum of money. She then married
him according to,their customs, but after she had
had one child by him and was pregnant of ano-
ther, his depression - of spirits and anxiety of
mind, arising from his despair of again seeing his
native, country, became so evident to her, that
she determined upon gratifying his wishes for re-
visiting Greece, and giving way at the same time
to her. love for. his person and her devotion to
his happiness, after exacting. a- solemn oath from
him that he would never abandon her, promised
him to accompany him home, and to become a
- Christian. ;No immediate opportunity of getting
away, however, occurred, and in. the. second
year it.so0.happened that in another incuirsion of
the Tartars,. the Thracian’s. Gregian wife was
brought in as a slave to the same spot where. he
was, after having suffered fresh indignities from
her captors. - He was much affected by the sight
of her, and when his Tartarian wife found this,
she-went, unknown to him, redeemed the othér,
for another large sum of money, and brought_ her
home, made her her housekeeper, and permitted -
the most intimate intercourse, reserving.only ta
herself a- priority-in the.performance ot the con~
Jugal rite, Sqon; after this an. opportunity pre-
senting itself, “the trio left the Scythians, and,
repaired to. Constantinople where; the Tartarian
woman was baptized. . They had not been long,
however, in the Eastern metropolis of Christen.

f“.
i
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dom, before the first wife preferred a complaint
to the patriarch of the Greek church against the
Tartar - woman for the abduction of her hushband.
They were summoned before the. synod, where
-the “Fartar woman defended. herself with so much
ability that the ecclesiastics were struck silent :
but she again took up the word, and pronounced
her own sentence saying. ¢ If my. husband
.whom I right dearly love, .and so dearly that, ra-
ther than he should suffer uneasiness, I shared
his person with his first wife, who, by the bye,
15 not, like me, spotless to all-but him, -but has
been 'a victim to the lust of almost numberless
Tartars ; if he, I- say, clingsso much to her, as
o prefer her by herself, to her-and me together,
Iet it 'be so” For the sake of the love I bear him,
and the two children I have by him,—and he has
none by her—I wili forego all claim to reimburse-
‘ment of the large sum of money I paid for his
-Tansom; when he was an abject and miserable
slave to tyrannical- and barbarous taskmasters,
" Gladly too would 1 do the same for his sake by
‘this ungrateful woman, whom I redeemed from
-2 state still worse, a state of .daily and nightly
-compulsive prostitution to the meanest soldiers
of the eamp, but my reduced means forbid me. I,
-am ‘'a stranger in a foreign land, with two young
‘children ; let her therefore repay me the amount
1 paid for her ransom, and she is free. 'May .
they be happy together?” It is needless to de-
scribe the impression-which this woman’s exalted
generosity produced. But fate decreed-that she
should not be separated from the man whom she
‘thus disinterestedly loved ; for his other wife
-going into Thrace, to procure money -from her
;relations to maké up her ransom, was again seized
mipon by a band-of predatory Tartars, and car-

- -~
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fied away into a sécond captivity from whieh she
nevery returned ; so that the Tartarian woman
hadsher Thracian husband.-again, . : :

Iam desirous of calling the attention of the
public to an excelient comimunication, under the
signature of ¢ un Solitaire” and -a:reply - under
that of ¢ Elvire Leger,” on the subject of the
frivolity of female education in Canada, and in

" 5 e
particular the prevalent amd exclusive preference
that is given to music in the instruction of young
ladies. These lettéers which are to be found in-the
¢ Spectateur Canadien” -of ‘last week and the-
week before, are too leng for translation; other-
wise I scarcely know what I could present to
my serious readers more worthy of their attenti.
on, or to thevolatile, more amusing and entertain.
ing whilst they -are also instructive. ‘
" Though, as may have been perceived, I look
upon music as a frivolous and uuprofitable amuse-
ment, the best praise of which is that it t¥ay keep
those who practice it from doing worse, I have
nievertheless both anear for melody and a taste for
the art when it be made the hand-maid of poetry
and sentiment.’ If my space to.day would have
. T . . 4 .
allowed it, the lines by Krieus, entitled < Music
‘hath charms” would have appeared- in this num-
ber, but I am compelled to reserve them for. the
next. . o . L. L. M,
T MUNICIPAL CONTRACT. -

Tenders will be reccived at the Oifice of the Sociery for the suppres~
sion of Mud, for the citablisbment of ferries across St, Paul . Street to-
wards the Hay-market, and to provide safe conveyances.for foot-pas-
sengers over thierapids in’front of the lote stores of Messrs. ‘Alligon Ture
ner & Co. An assortment of Jrck-boots and ssbots will likewise be want-
ed to accommodate those who have to cross the buttom of both the old
and new-markets ;and itis proposed to crect tempurary toll-bridges in
.several parts of the suburbs, particularly in Dorchester, .and La Gui-
-chetiére Streets; .N.. B. . It is expected that the contraktors will in al}
éages guarnutee thas no persons shall siuk deeper than the knoees in mud ;
and the occupiers ‘of houses in the most miry situetions are respectiully
requested to keep their front windows shut to avoid shocking the mo-

desties of such ladies as are forced, in wading through the gutters, to
disploy their gacters. :




