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Crerks will pleaso doall in their pawe* to
forward to cach Tepoher his copy of the
Jotuxan a3 goon as poesible.

‘I'he delay in the issue of the present No.
Jns been occasioned by the illuess of the Su-
perintendent, who was prostraied Ly fever
shortly after the Institute at ‘Truro, and i3
yot only slowly. recovering. This must also
sccount for deficioncies in original muiitter,
and other blemishes that may appesr.

Arrangemonts had beéen made for enlarg-
ing the present numbers—these have accor-
dinely been earried out, though as must be
evident, under every disadvantage.

PRICES OF BOQES IN SCHOOL LIBRA-

RIES. !
Tarpers® Publicafions, } Sa
average vnlue 0 2 9 ¢y. per vol,
Nelson?s British Library 0 ¢
Tract Socicty & Knight’s
Publications 0
Chambers’ Misecdlany 0
.do. other 12 mo books 0
<do Informutiom . 1
.do other 8 vo books -0 8 6 «
«do Atlas . 0160 4
The above are the prices to be oxacted of
parties losing or refusing to return Books
belonging to the School Libraries. This list
should'have been issued much carlier. It
was noxlected at the proper time, and has
since becn delayed by the illness of the Su-
perintendent.  Where values differing from
the above have already been affixed to the
books of any of the Libraries, they can bo
corrccted when the books arcreturned to tho
Clerk.
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OBJECTIONS %0 ASSESSMENT.

1. The Poor Mar's Objection. It seems
-strange to find the poar abjecting to the
plan of assessmant, itis so plainly for
their benefit.  Yet many of them do ob-
ject, They dread direct taxation, and
fear liability 40 money payments. JIn ithe
case nf taxation in separate school dis-
tricts, the poor man in some cases might
have small:cause to congratulate himself;
though even there, if ke had children to
educate, the work might be dene much
more cheaply for him, than undar the
present system. DBut where 2 tax is le-
vied aver 3 whale county, his advantage
becomes evideat. The poor have as ma-
ny childrer as the rich, Lut their iax is
far less; while their advantage per child
is the same.  Thus, if 2 wealthy man
aud a pogr mau have each four children,

and the wealthy man's tax.be-fnmj'pounds'

while the pour man's is faur slullipgs,
cach has a free schuel to send his ghildren

" 10, but the poar man pays butane shulling

per-scholar, while a part of the wealiy
man’s tax goes to wake up the deficiency.
Hence,Asscasment brings in the wealth
of the wealthy,te cduczte all the children
of the poor, and the wealthy diatrict has
to give somewhat of its superfluity, to
educate the.children of poorer districts.

2. The Farmer's Objaction. My tax
wilt be large 1 proportion to my means,
while that of the mechanic and mercharit
and professional man will be small in
-comparison to their means. My children
must work most of their time on the farm,

to his own denomination.  Theso ar~
rangements, in a country of vatjous crecds
like this, and in the case of day schools,
ought to be satisfactory to every one.

4. The Scattcred Settlement’s Objection.
Some settlements are su very small and
scattered that they cannot collect 4 school
of sufficient size to pay a teacher, Sup-
pasé for Instance 2 district with oaly ten
childien, the wharé of thé assessment and
Pravincial grant due to such a district
might not be more than £5 or £6. In
such a casethe commissioners would have
to consider whether such a weak district
could not be united to some larger one.
If not, they would be autherixed to give
it 2 enmewhat larger allowance, in order

and therefore will have little benefit of to enable the peoplo to get up,at least, a

the school, while the children of the me-
chanic,or even of the day laborer can go
the whole time.

This objection can be made only by the
poorer-class of farmers, and even in their
-case the answer is easy. A =2chool tax
would be laid not on real estate only. but
also ¢n personal property.; so that it would
bear somewhat equally on all occupations.
Then, if 1t be necessary for the farmer to
keep his children at home at some seasons,
assessment ensures him a free school al-
ways apen when hecan send them, and
to secore this under the present system
oosts him far greater expense thun the
amount of his assessmeunt, hesides much
additional tsouble. One effect of assess-
ment would be that every schaol district
would  keep its schoul in operation as
steadily as possible, and hence the gain
of those who.can send their children but
at iatervals will be very preat.  Under
an assessment systean also, many of those
~vho now send very irregularly, would
contrive to send mnuch more steadily.

3. The Religious Objcction. It is gume-
times asked, if all are to be taxed. for
education, how are the religious scruples

.and peculizrities of the parents te be pro-

vided - foi!  We answer, m the same
manner as under our present law and the
law of Upper Canada. The feacher will
be required to inculcate in general, respeet
for religion and 1he practice of christian

half yearly school. Lastly, any family
at too great a distance to send to the
nearest school, and so isolated that tie
ocommissioners could not estabiish even a
temporary school for their benefit, should
bs exempt from taxation, unless they
themselves desired it, in order that they
might have the privilege of a free schoonl
if they could send their children to board
in 20y neighboring distriet.

5. The Old Man's Oljection. *‘1 have
already cducated my children at great ex-
pense, and after all, have been able to
procure for them but an indifferent edu-
cation. Now you ssk me to psy to edu-
cate the children of the young pecple a-
rourd me, who have far greater advanta-
ges than | had. - Tt is a mean, begeoarly
thing.” Weshould sympathize with the
obiection, and shounld lament that assess-
ment was net intreduced when he was
young; but that it was net is no svfficient
reason for furegomg its  henefits now.
There will alwaws be such cases, but they
must not stand in the way of public goud.
Farnher, surely the vld man would wish
to relieve his children from the heary
burden under which he formerly groancd.
If s0, die should anot grudge a small per-
centzge of the property which must des-
cerd to fus childrea tn the end, for the
purpose of giving them the inestimable
gift of a free school for their children.

Such are some of the -mostserious ob-

morality, all denominational instruction jections advanced againat assessment at

being a matter of srutual velunlary ar-
rangement hetween the parent and the
teacher, without any Jegal compuision vn
either side.  Fanher, every minister and
clergyman is ex ufficio a school visitor, 1o
whom the school is open at ali times, and
ke may, if he think it necessary, set a-
pari certain times at which he may givo
teligious instruction to children Lelonging

Fublic Ateareoe o Moes Scoli

BALIEAX, N, S.

public ruestings. We kave said nothing of
those who simply have wo children to
send, and have property to he taxed, he<
cause the guieat ‘principle that it is the in-
terest of property to educate the children
of the community, has tlready been en-
forced with sufficient frecasncy.

The great difficaliies of the measure
are in tho artangement of its details, and

d
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in the popular prejudice which it will en~
counter in tho less informed districts of
the country.  We trust that the friends
of Education who think favorably of As-
sessment, will do all in their power 10
stiengthen the hands of the Legislature,
and (o remove these projudices.

MEETINGS AND INSTITUTE,

The meeting advertised for Tatama-
gonche, Ambherst, Parrsboro and Truro,
have been held. The prujects for a train-
ing School and Assessment with Free
Schools, seemed to bo everywhere favor-
ably received. At the three former
places resolutions were passed in their fa-
vor, At Truro, owing to wet weather,
the meeting was very small, and no reso-
lations were proposed. The people of
Colchester, are however on the whale well
disposed towards these measures of in-
provelent, and will not repudiate the re-
sulutions of last year.

Owing to 1he illuess of the Superin-
tendent, the meetings for Piclou, as well
as the visitations of Schools in that couns
1y have been postponed.

The Institute at Truro was attended
by sixiy-eight teachers, the largest num-
ber ever yet assembled in this Pruvince.
Twenty-four of the above number were
female teachers.  Though, from a comby-
natiou of adverse circumnstances, the hopes
o1’ aid from Literary gentleman in various
prats of the Provinee, were not realised,
vet the illustrations and statcments of ex
perience furnished by the many able
tcachers who were present, gave to the
dizcussions a highly practica} and useful
character-  Alr, Blanchard of the Truro
Academy, aud owher friends in Truro,
slso exerted themselves to the utmost to
mako the work of the Institute useful
and profitable. Mr Oldright’s lecture
on Phouotypy, the only lecture from any
extrancous source with which we were
favored, excited by the novelty and evident
impoitance of its subject, muck interest
and discussiun.

It is propused to publish in the Edu-
cational Report for the present year the
proceedings of this Institote, and its deci-
sions an the several questions  discussed,
for the benefit of such teachers as were
not present at its meelings, and who may
be still wedded to the old, dry, tedious,
machanical way, of seeking to impart

knowledgo through the medium of phra- .

s6s and words, unintclligible to the un-
fartenate learnsr.

LIBRARIES.

Through mistake on the pant of tho
furnishers, two works which may be cop-
sidered as of a controversial character,
hieve found their way into the School Li
brattes. They are the “*Reformation ia
Europe,’” and *‘France and her Martyrs.”
Clorks who bave received copices of thess
works, will pleaso rctaip them vntil they
roecive  further imstructions zespecticg

them. They will be found in but few
of the Libraries, as there are but twelve
copies of each work.

-

6 The Annual Returns from several
Boards have been received. 1t is ex-
tremely desirable that those not yet sent
in, should be forwarded without delay.

(7 Complaints have been received
frore a few of the Buards of Commissio-
ners, that their School Libraries had net
been received uvp to a vecent date. In
answer ‘we beg to state that the Li-
braries were packed in boxes in October,
and luft in charge of Mesars. A. & W,
McKinlay, Halifax, to be forwarded by
the earliest opportunities.  In a few ca-
ses it has been found impossible to proe
cure mesns of conveyance ; and in these
cases, we beg to request Clerks and Com-
missioners, to direct any carriers Jr ship-
masters going to Halifsx, to inquire of
the gentlemen abuve named.

Lxiract from the spcach of the Govenor
General, in laying the foundation stone
of the Normel School at Toronto.

I certawnly think that no government,

“which is concions of its own responsibili«

ties, can possibly feel indifferent to an
Tnstitution stch as that of which we are
now abeut to Jay the foundation stune ;
an Institution which promises,under God’s
blessing, to excercise so material an in-
fluerce in the formation of the mind and
character of the rising generation of the
Province,and threvgh that powerfv instru-
mentality‘upon its destinies and s futore
an Tastitution, too, cllow me to remark,
whick we must not 1¢gard a8 a novelty
or an cyperiment, bat one which has al-
resdy—and on this point I may speak in
woine measure from my own experience,
for T have had opportunities of observing
the skill of the masters and the proficiency
of the pupils in the Nurmal School—es-
tablished its claims to the confidence of
the people of the Provirce. Altheugh,
therefore, sit, I am of opinion that there
are liimits—and pretly narrow lirhits, too
beyond which the interference of 'governs
ment in matters of education cannet be
carried without hazard to those great in-
tere s which it is its desire t6 fuster and
ta protect; ¥ think that an Tastitution such
as this has special claims upon its eoures
tenance and support, and that T am, there-
fore, not transcending those [imits, but on
the contrary, that T am confining’ myself
strictly within them, ‘'when I consent to
take the prominent part in the , cermonial
of this day which has been assigned to
me. :

Sir, I observe that in the eas)y part of
this address you remack that *thé spi oial
education oftcachers is an essential ele:
ment in the systems of public instrnetion
of all countries in which the general edu-
cation of the people is regarded as a mat-
tor of .;ational importance; and that expe:
rieace has ehown the neceirity and advan:

tage of a preparatory course.of instruction
and wmprovement for the profession of
teaching, as well as fur the oiher profes-
sionsand trades whivh are demanded by
the necessities of every civilized commu-
nity,”  Sir, nothing can be more unques
tionably true than these sentiments. Bui
perhaps 1 may bo permitted to observe
that their truth has not been at all times
recognized. It has often appeared to me
that within the whole range of human
experience, it wonld be difficult to point
out a more flaprani—a more inatructive-in-
stance of the ervor of putting the effect
before the cause, than was exhibited in
the course putsued by the friends of edu-
cation in England and other countries,
who for a series of years,bneied thewnselve
in building schools, and endeavouring te
induce cinldren to sttend thuse sciwols,
wuhutt ever inquiring whether competent
persons to conduct theiwn could be procur-
ed, and without taking any efficient and
vigourous steps to sopply the admitted
want of competent teachers. Sir, it ap-
pears to me that in this instance, as fu
many other—this young country has had
the advantage of profiing by the experi-
ence of older countries—by their failures
and disappointments, as well 28 by theiz
snccesses; and that experience, improved
by yourdiligent exertions and excellent
judgment, [for I should neither satisfy my
owp feelings nor the claiins of justice,if 1
were not on this oecasion to express my
sense of the ability and the zeal with
which you have conducted the important
department which has been commited 1o
your care ] Isay, that expericnce, so
improved and fortified by the suppert of
of the Counneil of Education, the Guvern.
ment and the Parliament of tha Pravince,
has enabled Upper Canada to place itself
[as you justly observed in your address,]
in the van amoug the nations in the greas
and important work of providing an effi-
cient system of general education for the
whole community.  And now let me ask
this intelligent audience, who have e
kindly listened to me up to this moment,
let me ask them to consider in all serious-
ness-and earrestness what that -great
work reallyis. Ido not think that X

"shall be chargeable with exaggeraticn

when 1 affirm that it is the work of our
day and generativn-— thatitis the problem
in our wmodern society which is most diffi-
cult of solation—that it is the ground
upon which earnest and zealous men un-
happily too often, and in many countries
reet, pot to cooperate but to ‘wrangle;
while the poor and ignorant multitudes
around them are statving and perishing
for lack of knowledge: ‘Well, then,
how has Upper Carada - addressed her-
self to the execution of this great work?
How hias she sought to solve this pro-
blem=-to overcome this ‘difficvlty ? Sir,
T undérstand from your ‘statements—
and I coie to the game conclusion from
my own investigation and observation—
that it is the principle of our Common
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Sghool Educational systetn, that its
foundation .s laid deep in the firm rock
of vur cowmmon Christianity. T under-
stand, sir, that while the varying views
and opinivns of a mixed religious soci-
ety scrupulonsly respected—while every
semblance of diciation is carefully avoid-
o —it is deaired, it ig earnestly recum-
mended, it is confidently expected and
hoped, that every child that uttends
our Common Schools, shall learn there
that he is a being who has an interest in
eternity as well as in timg~—that fiehas a
father towards whom he standsic a closer
and more affecting, and more endearing
rgIItionship than to any earthly father,
an

that Father is"in heavan ; that he-

lias a hope, far transcending every earthly
hope; 3 hope full of immortality, the hope,
samely, that that Father's kingdom may
ooms ; that he has a daty which, like the
aun in our celestial system, stands in the
ecatre of his abligations, shedding upon
them 2 hollowing light wlich they in
shoir turn reflect and absorb,— the duty
of steiving to prave by his lifa and conn
varsation the sincerity of his prayer, that
that Father's will may be dens upon
carth a8 it is done in heaven. I un-
doratand, sir, that upon the board and
solid platlorm which is raised upon
shat good fuundation, we invite the min-
isters of rehigion, of all denominationg—
the de fucto spiritual guides of the peo-
ple of the QGountry—ta take their stand
along . with us. ‘That, so far from ham-
poring or impeding them in the exer-
cise of their sacred functions, we ask
aud we beg them to take the children
— the lambs of the fock which are com-
mitted to their care— aside, and to lead
them to those pastures and streains where
they will find, as they believe it, the
fuod of life and the waters Jf consola.
tion.—[Jour. of Education Up. Canada.

BXTRACTS ON THE SUPPORT OF
SCHOOLS BY ASSESSMENT

ADvVANTAGE OF ScHOOL ASSESSMENT.
—~This systemn of taxation i3 acquiesced
in by all classes of the community when
spplied to the purposes of sustaining a
military or nava! establishment or mainte-
mance of an efficient system for the pre-
vealion and puni:hment of crime or out-
rage, inflicted upon the persoas or proper
ty of the citizens of the State, and itis
conceived that the sams system may be
applied with far more justice towaid the
#apport of an institution designed tor the
4iffusion of victus and intelligence, . and
in consequence, for the suppression of
srime and immorality.

By thissystem of taxation, 1t isto bhe
expacind, as all classes of the penple will
eontribute in proportion to their subst-
anoe,, that a universal interest will be felt
in the.cause of education throughout the
ths State,  And that in conseqnencs, the
sharacter of our Coramon Schools will be
slevated, and the childrea of wealth will

be induced to enter and enjuy their advans
tages, and thus bo brought to mingle in
the early yesrs of their hfe, wben tho
kindly feelings of the heart are most ac-
tive, upon terms of equalily with the
equally deserving but more unfortunate
children of want—and thus may be parti-
ally obliterated the distinctions of furtune
by investing wealth with the spiiit of
kindncss aud humility, and inspiring pov-
erty with a feeling of hoaor aud nianly
independence,

1t is éxpected by your Commitiee, thas
much opposition will be manifested 3gainst
this proviston of the bill. It will be cb-
jected by thase who desire a return to the
old ‘system of the rate bill, that a parent
shuuld not be cumnpelled to contribute to
ward the support of a schuol, without he
desires its instructivns for his child; and
that the childless and thuse who have al-
ready ‘cducated their children should be
exempt fiom the burden of supporting a
achool—or, in other words, that citizens
of the Stste, who share in its prosperity
and glary, and who derive an advautage
from tha aniversal diffusion of knowleuge
by the ssfeguards it rears against vice
and im:norality, will desite to participato
in the beacfit withouu sharing the cost:

Thesa objections may be answered in
the apprupriate language of a friend , to
humanity; *“But sometimes, the rich
farmer, the opulent manufacturer, or the
capitalist when sorely pressed with his
natucai ard meral obligation to contribute
a portion of hi3 means for the education
of the young, replies, either in form orin
spirit: *

“Mjy lands, my machinery, my gold,
and my silver, are mine: may I not do
what 1 wil] with my own?” “There is
one supposed case and only one where
this arguinent would have plausibility,—
It it were made by an isolaged, solitary
being—a being having uo relations to a
community arourd himn—having no ances
tors to whom he had been indebted for
minety-nine parts in every hundred of 2ll
he possesses, and expecting to have no
posterity after him—it might not bo easy
to answar it.  I¢thete were but one fami-
ly in this Western Hemisphere, and ouly
one in the Eistern Hemisphere, and these
two families bore no civil, and social re-
lations 1o each other, and were to be the
first and last of the whole race, it might be
difteult except on high and transrendent
grounds, for either uf them to show good
cause why the other should contribate to
help’to cducate children not his own. But
is this the.relation which any man among
us sustains to his fellow?! ‘The society of
which we necessarily constitute a part,
must be preserved;and inorder to perserve
it, we must not lool merely to what one
individual or one family needs,but to what
the whol: community needs; not merely
to what on2 generation nceds, but to the
wants of a_ succession of generations.”—
[Reporton New York School Aat.

*}{orsce Maon.

‘the best way he can.

Objection to supporting Schuols accord
ing lo Propcrty answered.—But cther
men have no children, therefore they
should uot be taxed for) the support «of
Common schools.  The poor man has all
the children, and he may educaté thewn
But did it never
ocnur tu these men, that the safety of the
public liberties, of the institutions which
securo the-possession and benefits of pro-
perty to its bwners and render it predue-
tive, and the diffusion of that morality
which is essential to all the blessings of
society, demand the general diffasion of _
knowledge among ‘he grest maes of the
people; and that this cannot be aecomplish
ed, exeept through but Common Schoole?
If the entire property of the' town
were tuxed more than it ever haa beew
for the support of Common Schoold, aud
he’ proceeds judiciously and faithfully
expended in diffusing useful, elevating
and practical knowledge among the peaple,
we are sure the value of the property it-
self would be actually increased tv mare
than double the amount, Any thing
which adds to the productive power of a
community, adds inevitably to the general
valuo of its property; and a 1noral reno-
vation, whioh should induce thore whu
aow live as viciously as they dare and a=
idly as they can, to adopt thg habits ot
thrifty industry and indulge the hopes ot
ultimate independence, would add incal.
culably to the value of 2ll the property in
the town.

Face Scioors 18 New Yorw—*' |
am proud, sir, tu be able to #tand here tu-
day, and say that the City of New York
offers a_freeedecation to every child with-
in her limits. She has erected adout
two hundred houses for schoel purposes.
with all the appliances of scientific and
mechanical invention; she employs 1he
beet teachers whose services can be pra-
cured—she purchases books, stationary.
everything required in such schools—
and then, sir. she throws the doors uide
opert to the free admission and instructivs
of every child within her borders. Ther
is not a child in the darkest street or
narrowest lane, or the mest crowded
court of that most densely crowded ecity
—no matter how destitute he may be
—there is not one #e poor aud friendless
that he may not walk up to the doer of
the best achool-house in that great ony,
and demand the very best education whiech
its wealth can procure. Nor does she
stop there sit, She has organized eigh-
teen evening schools and provided teaeh-
ers for them, at which children and adults
whose necessities require*them to labor
during the day, may attend during the
evening and receive the rudiments, of
education. Nay, more: sha has organ-
jzed ana established a Free Academy,
where any child, whose fZaculties and
whose ndustry qualify him therefor,
may receive, under able and accomplished
teachers and with all the aids and appli-
ances which money can command, uu
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education equal to that affurded in the
best of yournolleges throughout the State.
And this, sir, without money or price.
All this does- New York city provide
for the instruction af those into whose
hands. her distiriesiate to, be committed.
And all the property.. within her borders.
is taxed to pay tha expease thereof, The.
man with his hundreds of thcusands, and.
without a single child to reap the advan-
tages of the achools, pays his jax for
their .support, - and. feels that hp is only.
doing the daty'whiph he owea to.the coms
munity in. which he lives and. with which
his interests are-identified, The tax-pay-
ers there, onerons as.is the tax imposed on

them; make no complaints that their pro-.
perty is saken for the use.of others with..
wut theix eonsent, er. that they are coms:

pelied to educate children not their. own.
They fee] that they are parts of the se-
eiety {n which they live—that they hold
their possessions in subordination to the
necessities of that society—and that their
interest, as well as their duty, compels
them to aid in the education of all its
c¢hildren.”~-[Mr. Raymond in houseof
Representatives.
Massacnusrrrs Noruan  SenocoLs
AND AssrssMENT.—¢ Before the estab-
lishment of Noimal Schools, we had two
classes of teachers for our common
schaols : one cluss came from the colleges,
and these, as. a-class, were incompetent,
and failed, becauvse teaching was not their
business ; they were devoted to other
pursuity.  Others grew up among the
schools, and although ihese infused much
eusrgy into the sehools, yet, as.a whole,
they saet with no success, for the want of
mental training. \We have now estab-
Yished Normal schools for-the purpose of
yaising up. a profession of teachers, znd
when the profession is furmed we must
support it with menev. Guad sbilities
eaanot be commanded without good
salaries. R i3 saig that we now pay
hbievally ; that from one milli-n to one
saillion five hundred theusand dollars are
annnally expended for schools and school
houses in the state. But let us consider
what would be the state ot any property,
if the- masses of the people were not
educated. It would evidently be insecure,
entirely 3t the mercy - of an illiterate,
unprincipled mob. Now, the property
of the state amounts to-six hundred mil-
livns of doilars, and the holders of it are
intereSted in its security. Although the
poor man derives incalculable advantage
from education, and from living in an
educated community, yet, comparatively
he isgittle benefitted. The education of
the whole people is peculiarly advantas
geous 1o the wealthy. . Property holders
then sghould be the warmest fiiends of
popular education, and should be willing
to oay a fair per centage for the security
which is so valuable tc them.’—[Gov.
Boutwell, Mass,

——

THE STATE SHOULD PROVIDK FOR THE
EvccaTiox oF Tracuzes.—If we exe

.ers- for. improvements i
*A teacheri can. make' & districy. whatever

peot  improvements in agriculiure, we
must. laok. to, agriqulturipts. - for them ;
in mechanism, mechanics ; in medicine,
physicians ; and we mugt Jook to, teach-
our, schools.

hechonses,if ha be well: qualified and has:
the vight spirit.. The- state has done
much. for- calleges, and it js  well she
has,. fur every, well educated man js 2.
blessing to he community. DBut profea-
sional men act priscipully or . mature
mind ; the teacher, operates upon the,
mind of children and, youth, in its most
plastic -atsge, and when, easily moulded.
Teachery, thatefore, do much for the
state a8, profeasional men, . Teachers
should have the means , of ebtajping a
necessary education at a,maderate expense;
the State should provide a seminary for
the accommodation of one hundred and
fifty or two hundred teachers, furnished
with the best illustratisns, and . instrue-
tors gualified to deliver lestures, on the
subject of teaching and the laws of mind,
and that the system of instruction be so
arranged that jn one term the course
would be completed. Teachurs’ wages
are so low that they cannot affurd to edu-
cate themselves. The State cannot do
an aet better calculated to da good, than
to provide for theirthorough education.
Teaching is not the effect of inspiration
only,and teachers do not drop dowafrom the
skies, nor are they made by nature more
than any other men. We will not employa
phys:cmn without an  education ; but a
eommittee will employ a teacher who
knocks at his door, without inguiring in-
to his education, moral character, and
habits, and the parent will commit their
children 1o his care, to have their minds
and characters formed. Tt needs the most
skilful persen to take the young mind
aud develope ifr faculties, and to fit it
fur the high and noble employment for

‘which God has designed it.—[Rev. M.

Richardson, of Durham, Conn.

IMints ox Tue Dainv Exsrcises oF
Tut Scuool — We would recommend to
'I'eachers to commence sheir exercises

with the small pupils, before they Lecame
wearied with sjtting—that they exercise
them as frequemly as postible, and that
their exercises be lrief.

That each pupzl be exereised at Jeast
once cach day in Mental Arithmetic ; that
each pupil be supplied with a slate and
pencil ; that the blackboeard be used daily
in each reentation; that each pupil be
exercised daily in map.drawing, heth on
the black board and en paper ; that every
pupit who can form Jetters with a pen be
required to write short senterces each day
and presont them to the teacher for eor-
rection, thus‘educa!mg all in the impeort-
ant art of cumposition ; that the impotte
ance of physical edueation should he
more regarded, and the laws of heahh be-
familiarly exp]ained" "to” the members.of
the school; and that ibey x:!xzfig;','on fre- o

in the school roem,

quent visitations from their patrone, and

hold.a public examination at the close of

the term. A Txacuss.
et S obtnd \

Brsx METHOD , YET DISCOVERKD 0F
SECUKING ATTENTION,—It is te ask the
questior. geuerally. without giving the
slightest mdxcauon, eithér by louk, ges-
ture, . oz position, who will be called to
answer ; ar on.what poruun of the clau‘
the duty .of answering will fafl.  Fhie
idea is very impoptant. I, the “teachor,
by position,, gives any clue euher as’'to
the persop o1 | );\ seighborheod where his
question will oltimately be fastened ; of
if. from day to dpy, or, from lesson to'
lesson, he has an order, of proceedmgj
whis) .may be, dxscovered h fails’ o
comply with one. of 1 etsemi al condiv
jons of this melho&,and dskate ﬂné Yan
he shuuld practice, What we, inmst
upon. is, that after 2 question iz put, and”
a,nn} the, individea) is named whose duty”
it.is to announce the answer, - it should be
as uncertain who that individual will be,
as it is during a thunder shower wbcw
the lightning will strike the next time.

Youse Scnosags. —Yoimg children;
are generally confined too lohg at-a time
One third of the
usual number of school honrs should be
snent by them: in the open air." They
.nould.be allowed two recesses each half
day of not less than filteen minutes each.
In addition to this, it 18 frequently désira
ble. to dismisa them half an hour earlier
than those pupils who are.old enough. to-
learnlessons. Even werehealih not taken
inte aceount, such a course would he ﬂne
better policy, for the pupil would not
become so tired of confinement as to hate
the schonlroom and ll its associations.
By this plan; they will not only love the
schoel better, but Jearn fuster than wlen
confined six long hours each day,* Then,
when-the heslth-of the-child is consgdered
a still stronger argument presents itgeil
for less confinement. Small children
should be provided witl slates and pereils,,
and taught to make Jetiers, and to draw
the -forms of simple objeets.  Thus,ithey

-way be furaished with x ineans.of enter~

tainment whieh will not énly: preventthem
from engaging: in play, but which: may
soon become a medium of teaching them
te read and spelil. -

Jovavar oF Epccartion sor Nova
ScoriA.—This is the title of & new
petiodical, whick ‘promises to be.a- most
valuable auxifiary 1o the cause of eduea-
tion in the province of Nosx Scaiia.. The
Superintendent poresesses <lesr: aed et
larged views of the great. interests. com-
mitted to hig management, hie js eviagntly
commencing; in the zight way; ke pro-
poses the es ablishment :of. v Normal
schosl, and -lie has slready:held public
sehool meetings :in- varioks paws of the
province: Several Teachers’ Assvvia~
tions-have also be¢n held. - Mr Dawson's
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expositios and suggesiions are eininently
practical —[Canada Journal of ‘Edue,-
: e .
'SKETCH OF THE SYSTEM OF PUBLIC ELE-
MENTARY INSTRUCTION 1N UPP# CANADA |
The qri}ﬁn of 'the' cdninmioh - selitiol
wystem of Upjer Caildila, as' nd% -éstab-
lished, is 2k follows' s Adifival pathine
mentary gtahty ‘Whte wade*ia-aid ol comv:

pested and' the progress. of. the: system

required, have been incorporated ino one

Ast, which was intreduced into the Legis-
lative  Assembly by tlie hon, . Hincks
‘(Inspector Gederal}, and became a law.iu;
1850—1thd - first Aot ', whichthis " Eixeel -
lenby the Eurl -of Elgin guve the royal
assert -aftet the removal »f'the: seat of
Governmeéat to: Upper Canada,

mo aéHivols: fOF Tiidté thati thiky' yedrs, - Our system of public elémentasy:inutic

Canada have been derived, though the ap-
plication of each of thera has been modifi-
ed by the Jocal circumstances of our coun-
try. ‘Tlhere, is another, feature, or rather
cardingl principle of it, which is rather
indigegous: thau exutic, which 38 wauting
in. the educational systeme. of some coun-
tries,; and which is made the vecasion and’
insryment . of invidious. distinetions and
upnatuial proscriptions in. other copniries

but éxpedded withtiil “systelnt: difd’ willd tidmid'eeledtic; and:is to a considerable, —we wean the principlo.of not only mwak-
it Jitte n,a&gﬁiiﬁe-»wwuom{(r'y-;t. i’ extént detiVed:from fotr: sources. .. The ing Christiapity the. basis of the syetem,
1811, thé ﬁr&_t‘lﬁ'{v Wehs phsved: {introduced | conclusions wv-which: the . present - Head ) apd the pevading glement,of ‘all{i;,? patis,
and’ condibtéd ¢ titdugh? the" Tdiialative” of the Depattmentiarrived-during.his, ot~ butof, recogyizing and combining, in theis

Aessembly by the hon. S. B.~'Hurtisoh!! sé¥vatidurandiinveatipations afrl648, were , official character, .all, the clergy of the

thén * secrblary of " Prévings)* enibudya
ingihé gibat PYIHEIPIY of itz moriey’
to'ench ‘cobiity, “pién evnditidn ofluiith’
cotinty’ ¥Aidiny ‘an‘équal” amBunt!by: focut-
asiesaquehts “Cotiaiethblebpposition way’
xx‘iiiée'{?("ﬂrﬁ‘"infh!’ah')‘ pariy of tha prus'
viuge {0’ mé‘;’ﬂﬂfiélplb Of'that Aeti and
it is said thidt wheh 68'%hon. R Buldwit:
was éngigéd, in 1841, i an' election'
eontest in thg " Colinty of* Hastings, atd’
was infornied “of thé opposition -a, ainst
him,. even dmndng: many of his’ own
friends, or’accdunt of his supporting such
a principle”of school taxation; he ans
swéred in'¢fféct’ that He wolld Father T0dd
his election than give up that prineiple:
The "mathirery” of thdt law reqdivinig
modificatitn; the hon. F. Hinéks" brought
in another hill in"I833; which becamne a
law, and whicti vety. much 8itnplified and
fmptoved thedetails of ‘the ‘Act df 1844,
By that law, the' Secrétary of ‘the: pro-
Vinée was ex-officio Chief Superinténdeht

1f “Thitthe voichineryordaw part afr land,with their people in their, practical”
the-s}stétnivin Ahie wthte-bf Mew-York was™ operatipns—maintpiniog absolutg paventsl
the' bedt}” upod Athe'  whale ~appearing,: supremacy, imthe religious, instruction of
hwhever, ddfective in - the:. dntricacys of: their.children,.and nppn this priociple pro -
soimid of it details;:in. the -absence: uf-.an, Viding furjt according, to the cjrepmatany-,
effigiént -provivion: forthe' - wisittion ,.and, es, and ;upder.the auspices of the elected
iisifectioti'of sehoald; the examination of. tustee-representatives of each schon) mux’
tkachiers, religions; instrudtion, and wii~ nicipality. The: clergy of 1he coyntsy’
fofitéxt biooks for thé'schools.- 2. Thas, bave access to each of its gchools: and
t4elprinelple uf sapporting: schnold in the, we kqow qf, no instapce jn, which lbg;
Staté of Massachusetts: was the best— School has heen made, the. plave of yeligy
sujifiorting-thiem w1 aocording: tu proper- ivus discord, but many ingtances, espegially
ty,aiid opening threth-to-all without distine- 0n occasions of quanierly public examina
tion; butthiat the  application of shis tions, in which the: schgol, has witnesse
piindiple should nbt bé made. by she re- the assemblage and friendly - injercourse
quiirtizentsof siate or provincial statcte, of clergy of various religions persjia-
but 4t the- distretion: and by the action, sivns, aud thus become. .the, radiating
from year1o°year, of: the iuhabitants in centre of a spirit of Christian charity and
each schosl wuncipality—thus avoiding polent coroperatipn,ia the primary, work
thevobjectian~hich might be madaapains; of a pevple’s cixilizativn and happigess.
afi uniforin cdercive:law: c his point, and ~ The system of . public instruetion
the'pobsible indifference which might an #s engrafted vpon ke municipal instity-
sufne‘ingiances be’ induced by the pro- tions of the country, " We have municipal

‘undersianding’ that  the administratioh of were, asa whole, the best adipted "in tQWn and, village opuucils

of scheols; with ati dssistant.” - In ‘1844, wisions 'of such’ a Jaw'—independent of cwuncils .of cQupties, of townsnips, of
‘the office of assistant Seperintendunit was lacal” choice. and abtibn, . 3. That-the cities, of 1pwns, aQQ ,‘91: vichrpb‘;atbi}
offered to" theé present incumbent; anl seriex of elemantaty text-haoks, prepared Villages, . The merohers of cointy couns
after having received fhe'santtién 'of the by’expetienced-téathers, and revised.and cils,are eleated. by, l‘t“?,,cﬂi“!'?ii-s of town-
‘duthorities of his chureti, he “dccepted it -publishéd under the sanction of the Na~ #hipe-and toyns—one; or twe for eack.
in the- antumi'of that”yedr, upon tHe -tional ' Board of Educatipn.-in..leeland, The ; members , of ,E{!‘,&"}?}}iﬂz,l?’f‘yd?za
a'lrg elegted: by

the “school systetn shiould- tonstitute <a'schavls it Upper Canada— having long :NEQ-Fesidéntg.ngfk"’}.l?.!? and 102%¢ noldefa

-distinct non~political depattnient, and thiat 'been: tested; havidg beén transtated infa ©f gach.mupicipality. =~
" ke shoild'be ‘permiitted to"provide for ‘the severdl langnbges of the. continent: of

The: ,mppjcipal council of each town-

- peiformance of hie‘dutivs for's year by’a Europe, and having-been.intrdduced more .ship . divides such .township inte schiol

deputy;-add’ have a jear’s leave™ of ab- extensively thuri any other series of text- ,sectiongofa 3‘2.\‘.?‘,‘)39,3.31‘,?'}‘ for ane school
sence 1o visit and examine-the édubational ‘books into tha: séhuols of Eugland ~apd ,-4n. each, or for ,buth, 4,male and a female
systems of othér ‘countries, “both in' Scetland. - 4> Thatihe. system - of Nor- School. Th? :?f?f irs of each scligol sec-
Lurope “and Amctica, befére” attémipting” mial Séhdol training 'of tenchers. and the : 1oy are .mapaged by three irustces, who
to lay the ‘foundations of 'z ‘sysiein in-‘principles-and mhodes of teaching which.;ho}d their offices for three years, and one
‘Upper Canada.: The wholé of 1815 was' were found 10.'exist: ih Germany, and: of Whom is elected annually by the {rees
cmployed in these' prélimindry erigdities, wkich have been Jargely “introdnced into. hiplders and houselolders of such séction.
and the results were-‘emibodiéd, ini March' ‘other eountries, were ‘incompatably the The pawprs. of trustees are ample ta
1816, in 2 'Report on a Systeny of pulilic: best——thé system . which makes :school.i; £nable:them to do all that the interests of
¥lementary Insttuction fir Upper Can- teaching a profession, which, .at every, 3.890d fﬁ!*,"d ﬁequ.l_re;—t,liey are the legal
ada,” and a draft of '@ bill which was”stages and in€very:branch of knowTedge, ¥epresenjatives and guardians of their

“introduced info the Legislative Assembly teaehés {hings "and: not merely words,

by the hon. W.'H. Draper (then Attor- which uaiuids and~illustrates the prinel-
ney General), and bécame a law in Juné ciples of rules; rather: thanassuming and
1816, In aftWw montlie "afictiwards, a resting-upon thuir:verbalauthority,which
draft of bill waé préparéd fui-éstablishing “develops all the mental ‘ficulties'insmead

© a systefvof schools in cities'and irncorpo-- of only cvkivating and loadifig the:memory-

" yated ‘towns, which was intro@iiced inte® —a systemr which is -solid ¥ather than.

the Legislafive'Assembly hiyitho ‘hun. J, sliowy, pravtiést ratherthan: ostentatious,;

- IL"-Camevon (theli- Solicitor  Goneraly, ‘whiclr promdtes -independent. thinking

and became a law'in June'1847. Tliese and metion: rather: thup servile imitatian. -

sectio_in School t;,):fl'lgx;s'.'._ 'They deter-
mine, whatever sum or sams are necessary
for the .lule}i.s;‘hipg? &ec., of their school

and the salaties of jeachers, (1n_addition

to the P-ovincia] grant and County
assessinents,Jand, report. fully to the. lucal
superintendent by_filling’up” blank ‘forme
of anpual reports which are furaished tn
them by the Clief ‘Superintpident of
Scheols’ from year t'year. , The town-

1wb - acfs,’ with -the ‘medifidatidns’ and Such are the sources fromwhich-the priucix Ship codnéil imposes asscssments fur tha

tmprovements Which eXfierierics: hay sug- pal feawres of thre shooksysten inUpper

erection of school houges, of for iu')- other
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achool purposs cesirad by the inhabitants
of achool soctions through their trustees,
The inhabitants of each school section
docide as to the manner in which thoy
will support their school according to the
estimates and engagements made by the
trustees, whaother by voluntary subscripe
tion, by 1ate bills on pavents sending
ehildron to the schools, or by rates on the
property of all according to its assessed
~alue, and opening the school to the
ohildren of all without exception. The
tatter medo is likely to supersede both
tho others ; bnt its existence and opera-
tien, in connection with each achvel,
depend upon the annual decision of the
inhabitants of each achool section at a
public meeting called for that’purpuse.

The duties of teachers are prescribed
by law, aud their rights are effuctually
protocted. No teacher is entitled to any
part of the school! fund who does not
cdnduct his school according to law, and
who has not a legal certificate of qualifi-
cations from a county Board of Public
Instruction ; nor is any school section
entitled to receive any aid from the school
fand in which a school is not kept open
aix months during each yeac by a teacher
thus recogrised as to both moral eharacter
and attainments. The law also requires
a public quarterly examination to be held
in each school.

The iaspection of the schools is made
by local superinténdents, who are ap-
pointed annually by the county councils,
and who may be appointed one for each
county, or one for one or more townships,
at the pleasure of each county counsil.
Kach local superintendant is entitled to
" at Jeast one pound (four dollars) per

annum for cach schuol under his charge.
He i3 often allowed more. He is
required to visit each school at least once
a quarter, and to deliver a public lecture
ea education in each schoo! section once
a year, besides apportioning the achool-
moneys 1o the several sections within his
jurisdiction, giving checks, on the orders
of Trustees, to qualified teachers upon
the county treasurer or sub-treasurer,
siding in thes exanination of teachers,
daciding various questions of dispute and
reference, corresponding on school mat-
Aers, and reporting annually to the Chief
Superintendent according to the forms
prepared and furniched by him.

Besides the local superintendents, all
clergymen recognised by law, judges,
members of the Legislature, magistrates,
wembere of the county councils, and
aldermon, are school visitors, to visit all
tha uchools, ss far a3 practicable, within
their respective charges and municipal-
ities.

There is a Board of Public Instruction
in each ecounty, consisting of local
superintendents and the trustees of gram-
mir schools in such eounty. Thess
county boards consist largely of the

" olergy of different religious persuasiens,
ansoalated with some of the moat intelli-

gent lay gontleman in each county; so
that the country has the best guarantae
that its circumstances will admit for the
moral character and intellectual qualifis
cations of teachers. The Teachers are
examined and arranged into three classes,
according to the Programme of examina:
tion prepared wnd prescribed by the
Council of Tnstruction for Uppor Canada.

The Municipal Conncil of each county
is responsible for raising at least an equal
sum for salaries of teachars in the several
townahips within its jurisdiction with that
which is annually apportioned to them out
of the parliamentary appropriation by the
Chief Superintendeat of Schools.* The
The county councils also appoint the local
treasurers of tho school fuad, and the
local superintendents of aahools, and
provide foc their salaries. Spesial prac
vision is also made for the security of the
school fund, against the diversion of any
part of it, and for the prompt paymeut of
it to teachors at the times specified by
law. Both the ceunty and township
ccuncils have authority to raise any sume
they shall think proper for public school
libraries under general ragulations prese
cribed according to law, A parliamene
tary appropriation has been made for the
establishment of scheol libraries, to be
expended on the same conditions with the
appropriation for the support of schools,

The law also provides a system adapt-
ed to the cireumstances of cities, towns,
and incorporated vilages. In each city
and town there is ons board of trustees

. for the management of all schools in such

city or town-——two trustoes elected fur
each ward, and holding office for two
years—one retiting - annually. In each
incorporated village not divided into wards,
there isa board of six trustees eleoted
—two retiring from office and two elgcts
ed, exch year.

At the head of the whole aystem we
have a Counoil of Public Instruction and
a Chief Superintendent of Schools, both
appointed by the Crown. The Couneil
has the entire management of the Provin-
cial Normal »nd Model Schools, recom-
mends the text-books for the schoole and
books for the school libraties, and makes
the regulations fur the organization,
goverament and diseipline of common
achools, the examination and classification
of teachers, and the establishment and
care of school libraries throughout Upper
Canada.

The Chief Soperintendent, who is ez-
officio member of the Council of Publio
Tnstruction, and provides accommodations
for its meetings; apportions the school
fund to the several municipalities througha
out Upper Canada, propares the general
school regulatiens and submits the, as
well as that of text and library books to
the consideration of the Council; propares
the forms of repurts and modes of all
school proceedings under the act, and

* By County Assssament.

-will make a miserable failure.

L

gives instructions for conducting them, as
well as for holding teachers' institutes
decides questions of dispute submitied to
him ; takes the general superiniendence
of the Normal School ; provides facilitios
for procuring text and library books, and
provides and recomn.ends plans of school
houses; prepares annual reports ; corres-
ponds with local school authorities through-
out Unper Canada, and employs all means
in his power for the promotion of educa-
tion and the diffusion of useful knowledge.
He is responsible for his official conduct
and for all moneys that pass through his
Department. y

Such is-an epitome of the system of
public elementary iustruction in Upper
Canada. The foundatien may be consi-
dered aa fairly laid.. and semething has
been done towards rearing the superstrus-
ture. ln 184G, provision was made for
the establishment of a Normal Schoof,and
the sumof £1,500 a year was graoted
towards its support. The school was
opened in the autumn of 1847, and, sinca
then, 618 teackers have been trained, a
Jonger or shorter time, by able mastera,
including practice in teaching in a Model
School established for that purpose.  Last
year, a grant of £1,000 per annum was
made to facilitate the attendance of teach-
ers-in-training at the Normal School, and
£15,000 for the erection of buildings.

A strong and vigorous intellect iv a
thing of slow groawth. This ought to be
a “fixed fact” in every teacher's mind.
Ilie -business is to encourage its growih
by removing obstructivns, and supplying
the most favorable aliment in xight quans
tities,~—and he can do no more. Ife
-oannot grow for it. He cannot jerk his
pupil up the hill of science any more than
kie can jerk the sapling into an oak., There
is no such thing as manufacturing at once
a mature mind, and he wha attewnpts it
Thoss
lofty edifices, whosa immense size atrikes
the beholder with awe and astonishment,
were built brick by brick, ens at a time.
In all such edifices the foundation is the
most massive part, and requires mere.
time and material than any other part.

I have sometimes thought that the firat
year in a primary school has mere to do-
with futare education than many succeed-
ing years. Ifq-there is negligeuce or
misdirection then, it leaves a great work
to be undone. The poor foundativn must
be removed to make room for a better.-—
The tones whicl the child imitates there,
the management of voice whioh it se-
quires, the distinctness ef articulation,
will tell powerfully on the future reader
and orator,. The clearnexs and fullnces
of its first apprehension of numbers aod
of extension and direction, will deter~
ming toa great extent its future profl-
oienoy in arithmetic and geography. In
this stage .of education, let no word be
half spoken . no fact half learned, and
se thought haif ecomprehended. Aim
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at completertess.  That word completeness cvery alternate Saturday at 3 o’cleck,
should ever stand before every teacher’s p. m.

eye and mind from the pritnary scheol to  8th. No alteration or amendment shall
the university. The pupil who has done be made in these rules except at a regular
and lexrned every thing imperfectly dur- semi-annual meeting ; however, any bye
ing the first three ycars of his life in law may be suspended by a unanimous
sehool, cannot be a very hopeful candidate vote,

for the honors of accurate scholarship Advantages resulting from the Association
during the succeeding three years, even and its school visitations :

under the best training, Nowheremore 0 o o000 e e been instre-

:)h'n n 'cur pnn;:;y a:illw'(::gigi‘:mwz :e;c: mental in the formation of a friendly
lorough, accurate, J 3 leac acquainiance among the teachers.

ers.—{Massachuseits Teacher. 20d. It has afforded increaned appor-
tunities for mutual professional improve-
ment. .

3. The visits to schools have excited
evergy and a commendable emuiation on
the part of hoth teuchers and scholars.

4th. They have been cmincatly condu-
cive to the introduction of an jinproved,
uniform and progressive systcm of teach-
ing.

g!:lh. They tend to excite in the public
mind a more lively interest in the caute
of education,

ond. The object of the members of Gth. They bring the teachers and peaple
this Aesociation is, their mutual improves MOYe Into contact, ?"d aflind Cpportunities
ment in the practical 2rt of teaching, in of directing attention to many .lmpnn.am
literary, mathematical, and ecieptific pur- points that have -blee". grestly (ll\erlookt-d.
avite, aud the advancement.of the profess These and suvch ?lke. are(; e hcncﬁfa
sion (so far a8 is in their puwer) to its We have 3139.3‘]}7 experienced ; and we
ition i jety. hope to experience still more.
proper position in scciety. N e
21d. The Cffice-bearers in this Assacia? By order of the 550012 lon,
tion sholl be a Presid:nt, a Vice Presi- Damisr McDenawy, Scoretary.
dent, Secretary, and Treasurer, and three, —_—
of a’()on)millti:-to be elected annually; EXTRACTS FROM \\'onn’a.accous'r ¢F THE
three of whom shall constitute a quorum EDINBURGH SESEIONAL SCHOCL.
for the transaciion of business. In their arangements, they have yea
4th. Any Teacher, or person intending garded their youngest plfpil, rot s a
to become a teachers shall be eligible for machiné. or anirrational enimal, tlfatmust
membership. be driven, but as an intellectual being \\.ho
. 5th. Every member of this Assaciation may be led ; endowed, not mezely with
shall pay seven pence half-penny (734) s.cmaiior: and m(mory,.bm with percep-
entrance fee, and 3d quarterly. tion, judgment, conscience, aﬁccnc-x:.s,
, BYE-LAWS, ard passions: capable, to a certain
1. The members of this Astociation degiee, of veceiving {svor§b!e or enfavor-
shall be on a footing of cquality in every able impressiens, of imbll.m.'g dight or
1eapect, eligible to alf ffices, and liable to wrorg femiments, of acquiring g((:d' or
perform all duties yequited. for the bad habits; strongly averte 1o 3y phication,
sdvancement of the interésts of the where its vbject is unperceived or ramute,
Astociation.. . but, on the other hend, ardcmly. curicus,
ond. Tt shall le the duty of every snd icfinitely delightivg in the dieplay of
member to correct ony urgrimatical every new auair,m(m“hicl} Le¢ xn.:.k(s. 1t
expreceion, either iu spuken or written has,. accordingly, teen their anxiovs 2im
enmposition, inaccurate proncurciaticn, fo Interest, ro lees than to task,—to
&c.—all to be done in a fait and cancid make the pupil urderstand (a8 much 28
exirit of criticism. puesible) what he is doirg, no less 1lan
3rd. The mewbers of this zssociation to exact ficm him its pexfon.ance.—
shall visit each other’s tclools twice in femiliarly to illustrate, srd cepicuely to
each year, if practicable. ' exemplify tke prirciple, no lees ilen to
41h. The Committee thall sppoint a hear him repeat the words of a 1ule,—to
wember to Jecturé at each meetirg of the speak to him, snd by all mears ¢ courzge
Aegzociation. ' Lim to syesk, in 2 . naluyal ]anguzg.e,
5. Any member who ehall neglect to which he vrdeistaiis, wiler then in
yerform his duty ehall be fined 7}d forthe ithecine technicalitics, whith the jedam
Srat, and 1s 3d each for_every suceeding might spprove,—1io beep him \\h}le in
default, unless excused by the Association. tchcol not only ccustantly; but sctively,
6th. The nicetings of this Aszociaiton energetically ¢m;3]o3¢fl,—to inepire v.x:.!x
#lia}l be open 10 the public at all times,  a zeal for excellirg in whatever 1s bis
7sh. The meetinps of this ssscciation prezent cecvpation, (whetder it Le study
¢hal) be Leld in the Durhem school houvee or emuecment) ord cven where le is

At a meeting of the teachers of ths
West Riverand adjacent districts, held in
the Durham School house on Monday,
the Gth Jan. 1851, for the purpose of
forming a ¢ Teachers’ Association,” the
following were adoptcd as the Constitus
tion and Bye Laws of the Associatior :

CONSTITUTION. ‘

1st. That this Assaciation shall be
denominated the ¢Duarham Teacher's
Aesociation.’ ‘ :

incap2Liv of excelling othe:s, sull by
noticing with approbation every step,
howevor little, which he makes towsrds
improvement, to delight him with the
consciousness of excelling his former
self.”

“In doing 0, however, he would with
most anxiously to guard his readers
against the eryoneous notion, that the
success of any sominary can ever depend
entirely, or even principally, uper. i's
mackinery,(so to speak), or external sysc
tem or arrangement, That no sehool can
ever be well conducted withoot duc attea-
tion to order snd method, every one ia
the alightest degree acquainted with the
subject will readily admit; and the
gratitude, both of the present and of
future ages, is therefure most jusily due,
for the facilities, which the sysiems ef
Bell and lancaster bave, in this depart
ment, contributed to the cause of gencral
education, Every judicious conducter of
an establishment for education, aceord-
ingly, will he at the utmost pains te
render his system as perfect as he can,
But, when this is done, he will keep in
remembratce, that the weightier matters
remain behird. He will consider, that it
is rot upen the nature of the scaflolding
or building apparatus, however ekillfully
devised ard admirably adspted to its own
purpose, that the beauty, or usefulness,
or stability of the future fabric is te
depend; nor will he suffer himself te
forpet, how ofien it has happened, that,
on the removal of the scaflulding, some
deformity or flaw in the structure itself
has been disclosed, which the apparatus
had hitherto concealed from the eye of
the spectator. From inattention to this
fundawentally important truth, how large
a proportion, ur.fortunately, of theschaols
instituted cven uvpon the most justly
celebrated eystems have been allowed to
beceme Jittle better then trere picces of
mechanicm, pretty encvgh indeed in
external appesrance, but ccmparatively
of little uee; in which the yuppets strut
with wondrous 1egularity and erder, and
with all that cutwaid ¢ pemp and eireun-
stonce,’ which are well caleulated to catch
a supeificial cbeerver, but in which all the
while the mird is but little cxerted, s5d
ot couree little, if at all improved.”

“There is onother, ard ro slight
dzrger 10 which this method of education
is expeeed, in the hands of injudiciova
or unskilful imitaters, and which, though
originatir.g in the s}stam. may, by a fatal
yezetion, dizectly defeat its objeet, and at
lergth altogether subvert it. It has, aa
we have £3id, been the funcamental aim
of the seszions] school, to cultivate the
underetanidings of the pupils, and treat
them s intellectua), wnot 38 merely
mechanical beings.  But, while we ought
never to forpet, that children ave neither
wmechines ne: snimals devoid of resson,
a8 Jittle cupht we to forget, that they are
ceither philcecphets ror vet even wmea.



i

6 JOURNAL OF EDUCATION.

PR Y v —mise e =

Wii'e one is & vhild, he :nust * spauk us
a child, understand as a ehild, think s »
child ;* and must therefore: be 'yeatod as a -
child, and-be fed with milk, and not with
meat,” until he be * able to-bearit.’ Kwen
the infant mind, indecd, is *able te
hear,” and to relish, and . digent far
mare than those ave inclined.to iwagive,
who have never. witnessed its svockings, in
a due state of exeraiss amd vigor. Still,
howerver, it.is, and only .can be the mind
of a child, und not of aperfect . It
tnust not he crammed with the sirong
meats, zither df .the theulogian ar the
philmopher.

To »lx, .iadeed, precire Jimits in .2
imatter oftdhis.kind, ie of course. quite out
of the:question ; much.in this,.as we|l as
in .evay thing.eles coansoled .with the
edueation ot yonng people, must depend
upon the discresion and : skill of; the
meteucter. Greav care, however, must
obvieusly be taken, ‘tadiptinguish between .
the kind of .idurmation end mode of
communieation. applicable to ihe.younger
-childeen, and thnse which may ba em-
ployed in the wore advanced classes of
the same,seminary. A single year at the
opening of life, it ought ever 10 be
remambered, raakes-a prodi jiona diffurenec
in the .capacity of-the human mind. So
alse in schoals, whera.childran are retained
Al they avive.at twelve or fourteen years
of -age, 2 muok wider rangc of infprma-
tien.may be atiempted, than would be at
all proper. where they leave it at eight or
nine. In a schopl also, for childeen of
the humbler .ranks.of life, whase whule
edncauon is in. a)! probability to be con-
fined -within its walls, it.may beadvisahle
40 ornwd A greater quantity of use‘ul

."infermation isto & narrpw spane, than will

1bn ik her nec:eesey ar, expedient, in tha
case of those -mers highly favorad indi-
vidwals, whose eironmstances hold out
to them the prospect of a.more protracted
edncation, aud {eisuve for 3 more gradual,
extenaive, and systemat'c.cousse of .study.
But .nothing, in short, can be more
injurioustv the young,draw down greater
ridieule on any system of educattion, or
give more countenanoe to she old and pers
nigivus practice of lesining by rote, than 2

. teacher indulging his own vanity, or that
“of his pupils and their friends,.by allowing
them to converas, to read, and to write,
~nsubjects entirely beyond the capacity of
their yeats.

D{FFICULTIES OF YOUNG CHILDREN,

* The schaal-house is not generally the
moel igviting place that ever was to a
lwe child. There is nothing about it,
th:¢i« <o interegting ¥s to awaken p child’s
Min’ ey and nobler theughts. Tt is
orer ocated .ia - the: highway, and fre.
anently on the top of a hill, .exposed to
thefinrne wintry blast, 'or-ia some Jow,

© sun%ea Apot, whére; in wet weather, it is

inarcesatie exteptdy wacinr., The in-
side Jeol: roary to a child; thexe is no-

thing to attract attention, but naked walls : - '
siained with smoke, uncomfortable, rick- l‘::::‘: :::; to be o‘;‘:‘::m’bef“:?:; Z ]
aty.bonches, carved by unskiliul hands, 3 family,.ot; ,lho atticles of furityre in the

three:)ggged table, and a broken chair.— moom, the ¥ of various domestic s

Esch child, on going to school, goos o) T o o e of the body. I @

through a fit of home-sickness, about as
regularly as the young seaman docs with
a fit of soca-sickness. Ihave heard of a
child, who epdured it till nearly ncon the
first day and -abscended. He went home
crying' and said he did not waut to atay
there, for they did not hang on any pot;
another assigned as a ,.uson for not wish- )
ing to g again, that thare was no pantry ; lcarn the names ?f all in one day soper-
another child on returning home, .was fecily as to retain them in _memory. I
asked what he did at sehool. * Nothing wi)l not ask whether litike childred cannot
but sit on a bench and say A, Bi? These Jcarh the nimes of all the leters it onc
facts show that the st impressions made day; but if the requisite paine wére taken
upon children on entering a school-house they .cap Jegrn them in ons week.—Tc
are unfavorable to their success in Jearn- ' Leadher \Tanght. ‘
mg; in my apinion that he. fond ¢ NATIONS CANNOT® AFFORD TO BE I6NORANT,
my apinion that the fondness o .. cy s
children for study, -and the rapjdity of “‘.'fhf::'.‘;‘;?“ ::° times ‘::t:‘:‘; y ;:
mental acquisitions, depend in part, upon iomoran ee .'l?!lhenx”c:: was 8 AP
tbe ‘manner in which .they are first in- :;:: n. the. blie tranquilit m.m
structed. At the age of three .or. four hy’!he-lbo::oo oflmowled:e, that soasen
years, chnhl:}:i a]r: " phee-:hi: ';b::'b’e:‘“d ‘is past. ‘The eonvulsed state of the world
commence WIth cAInINg The APAOL will not permit urithinking stupidity to
They are usually seated on the most un- sleep withow being appelled by phantomes
comfortable seals in the school-room, and and shaken i)y terrors, to which resson
required to uhserve perfect silence. “This which defines her obje’cts and limits her'
is e.ntu:ely coatratry to the habits and apprehension to the reality of things, is a
inclinations of children. The dulness of stranger. . Every‘thing in the condition of
the scane is varied only by being edllod maukiod .Wm the .ppw of somo
into tl e floor two. or three times each day, grest crisE, for which nathing can preparc
to repeat the names.of the Jetters.  Of all us but.the diffusian ofinow;lqd'ge 'probity.
this they cannot be expected to know the (o4 1o fany .of the Load.’ While the
use, and if told, it is difficult to:make world is impelled with such .tioleuce in
them felt that the benefit will.evsr com- opposite directions; while a spirit of gid-
pensate for the present inconvenience. - diness and revolt is’sl\ed upen the nations,
It is 2 duty, binding upon every school- 34 the seeds of mutation are so thickly
teacher, to devise or use such a mode cf 4ouwp, the improvemeut of -the mass of
teaching as shall interest little children. the people w.u be our grand Recurity ; in
He should enter the schoal-room feeling (he neglect.of which, the politeness, the
that the future history of the .children refinement and the kﬁbwledge.acén}nulated
committed to his care, will depend very {q the higher orders, weak and unprotect-
much upon the manner in which.they are ed, will bs exposed .to,imminépz danger,
now taught. If the exercises of the apd perish like a garland in the grasp op
school are so conducted that the child be- popular fury. Wisdom end knowledge
comes intercstod, he will be likely to make shall be the stalility of thy times, and
great acquisitions in knowledge, and be strength of salkvation; the feor  of the
more extensively useful. If the exercises Jord is Ais treasure.
of the school are dull and tedious, the ’ : —
child will go to school with reluctance, ¥ " We beg to direct attention to the
acquire a disrelish for bouks, grow up in 3rticles in this number referring to the

comparative ignorance, and be Jess cxten- 8tate of Education in Upper Cansda.—
sively useful. - That -on. the "School ‘System of Upper

How 'important-then that Teachers fael -Canada, shows that means of improvement
the nepessitiy of beginning aright, and of similar in principle to those pow P"gl’“‘"l

bending the twig as it _vght 'to be here, though differing somewhat in details,

Kitle child, without the labor of being
taught, learns so-nany nmames, it would
seem that one, four years old, ought to bo
abl> 1o call the names of twenty-fivo
letteys in less than thires months.  An in-
telligent child thrce years old, put into »
family with wwenty-five children, wil}.

inclined. ' hive beed adoptéd succeesfully there.~—

It is not wocoramon for childrénoattend ‘The address of the Goveriidr Goenal, on
school three, of eyen six months, before the m of laying the foundation- stone
they can pame the letters of the alphabet.” o 4 ¢ Noraal 'School building now
Liutc-children, before they are one and a m"f"w;‘," \ ‘.5.0?!:‘0.;
half vears old, before they can speak five .Educasion. S,



