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2 THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

Siterary Votices.

TereNce O'Dowbp; or, Romanism To-
day. An Irish Story, founded on facts,
It is well written, in vigorous language,
‘touched with puetic fervor. It carries us
right into the heart of Irish Roman Catho-
Jic home-life and church.life and wesee in
wivid pictures, not ovemdrawn y.t faith-
Fully portrayed, the actual facts as they
awre sccurring to-day in that strange, sad
Jand. The author in his introductivnan-
2iounces his purpose to te 1o instruct and
awaken the people of the Protestant
-Churches to a clearer conception of nine-
weenth century Romanism in countries
where its poweris uncontrolled. Especi-
ally does he desire to warn Protestant par-
cuts of the danger of sending their chil-
dren to Romauist schools. The book
ought to be widely vead. Philedelphia:
Presbyterian Board of Publication and
Sabbath-school Work., 16mo, pp. 350;
illustrated. Price, $1.15. McGregor &
Xnuight, Halifax.

THE PrEspyTERIAN ReviEw for Janu-
ary begins the Now Year with a list of
<ontents fully equal to the' average,
“There are soveral papers on practical
<uestivns by some of the ablest practical
men in the Presbyterian Church. The
articles are: The French Synods of the
Desert, by Prof. H. M. Baird ; Some reas-
ons in favor of retonching the Revised Eng-
lish Version of the Seriptures, by Rev. Dr,
Riggs ; The Bfficiency of the Congregation,
by Rev. Dr. John Hall; The Present
Strugyles in the National Chawch of Hol-
dand. by Principal Cairns ; The Contribu-
Zions of Christianity to Science, by Rev. A,
Meir; The Religivus Poetry of Babyblon,
Dy Prof. Francis Brown ; . ritical Notes,
“The New Theory of the Apocalypse, by
Prof. Briggs, D. D. Then follow, Edi-
torial Notes, *“The Alliance of the Reform

{-¢d Churches,” by Rev. Talbot W. Cham-
bers ; “Union on the Mission Field,” by
Principal Cavan; * The One Hundreth
General Assembly,” by Prof. Briggs.
Fifteen pages of Reviews of Recent Theo-
dogical Literatire complete this interesting
and valuable number of the Review. Price
$3.00 per year, 80 cents per single num-
Der. Chas. Scribner's Sons, New York.

ScriBNER’S MagaziNe for January has
two valuable papers. One, -The Man at

Arms, to be concluded in the Feb, No.,isa
lengthy and beautifully illustrated article
on the various kinds of plate and chain ar-
mor used in the middle ages. The other pa-
per, Zhe Great Pyramid, is also an excellent
one, fully and clearly illustrated. There
is quite a number of articles, such as
First Harvests, Municipal Finance, Natur-
al Selection, a romance ; 4 New Light on
Balzae, French Traits, Intelligence, Jap-
anese Art, ete. Price $3.00, 26 cents per

number. Chas, Scribner's Sons, New
York..
M'CHEYNE'S LAST SERVICE,

He had been visiting in the fever strick-
¢n dens of Dundee. Typhus fever had
Iaid hold’of him; but ignorant of txe cause
of the languor and pain which oporessed
him, he hi gone to celebrate & marriage,
and remained for the-entertainraent-which
followed. Soine were there who were no
friends of his faithful preaching, and
thought that his grave manner was due to
pietism and not illness.
said:—**See now if I cannot tease your
minister.” 8o saying, she sentalittle girl
of nine years to M'Cheyne with & marriage
favor and a bouquet. When the child
approached him he brightencd up.

*Will you put this on?”’ said she.

“Yes, if you will show me how.”

When it was all arranged he said:

‘I have done what you asked me, Will
you listen while I tell you a story?” So
he bugan to tell her ‘‘the sweet story of
old.”  Very svon six other little girls
gathered round, and listencd with upturn.
ed faces while he told them how the Lord
Jesus had conte down from heaven to earth,
and then died to save sinners. When he
had finished, he laid his hand on the head
of each child, and asked God’s blessing on
her. Soon after, he said he felt so ill he
wmust retiret™ He went hometo his bed,
and in a few'ddys he was with' the Lord.
This was his last service,-—Christian Trish-
wman.

TaE GoveRrNOR OF FoRMoOsA. in starting
a college, has chosen a missionary to in-
augurate and organize the institution,
Such a step would have been regarded
as 8 miracle one generation ago. It is
another proof added to the many others,
that the cause of foreign missions is con-
quering prejudice and subsidizing kings
and princes in the prosecution of its work,

So oné of them -
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STATE OF THE FUNDS, JAN. 1, 1€88.
EASTERN SECTION.
FORVION MISSION, DAYSPRING AXD MISSION SCHOOLS.

Balance due Treas, May 1st, 1887, $2200.03

Expenditure since 772088 9032.m

Recelpfs " $6851,67

Debt at date, $3061.24
HOMY MIRSIGNS,

Balance on hand May 1st, 1857, S 332,90

Receipts since $2609.20 £2942.25

Expenditure since 4773.10

Debt at date, $1830.91
COTLEGR PUND.

Balance due May 1st, 1887, 26878.02

Expendituré since . 6708.93 14077.85

Receipts “ $ 6U25,75

Debty $ 5049.10

COLLEGE BURSARY,

Balance due Treas, May 1st, 1887, $487.50
Expenditure since 75,00 662,59
Receipts 140.01
Debt $422.65
AUGMENTATION FUND,
Balance on hand Moy 1st, 1837, $6121.62
Receipts since 135,87 $6957.39
Expenditure since 1934.59
Bal, on hand $£022,£0
) AGED AND INFIRM MIN!STER'S FUND,

Balance on hand May 1st, '07 . Sl142.36
Receipts since, 1022.25 38064.61
! :

Expenditure 1760.08
In fund $1304.5

P. M. Morni oN, Agent.

The Maritime Presbyterian,

Price, in _advance, 25 cents
and upwards to one address.

Subscrigtxons at a ropnrtlonaf rate may begin at
any time but must end with December.

All receipts, after paying expenses, are for Missions.
Paid to date $400, oS CRCNSeS, reTesions

@he Childrew’s Becord.

Price, in advance, 15 cents per yearin parcels of 5
and up\’vnrds, %o one address. sinyle oopie? 30 cents.
Subscriptions at a gro rtionni; rate may begin at
auxl ;.lme,iblg mlltxzb en jw th December. .
receipts, ater paying expeuses, are for Missions.
Paid to date, $200.00.0 © Lo o
All communications to be addressed te

REv. E. Scoer, New Glasgow, Nova Scotia.

ger year in parcels of 4
ingle copies 40 cents.

'

A NEW YEAR'S GIFT.

One of the grandest New Year's gifts
of which we have ever heard was recently
bestowed. 1t ivas contained in over fiftir
large boxes, each divided into seven comi-
partments, everyons of which was filled
to its utmost capacity with goud things
almost bewildering in their abundance
and variety. The couly condition was
that the receivershould, as fur as possible,
make a good use of them.

The receiver was the one who is read-
ing these lines, and the gift is the good
New Year which a kind Providence has
once more bestowed upon vs.  Spread bLe-
fore us are its fifty-two precious weeks, its:
three hundred and sixty-five days, all filled
with opportunities for doing and getting
goud, for making ourselves and others
better and happier. The only conditiom
that the bountiful giver enjoins is that we
make a goud use of his gifts.

A practical question for each one of us
as we look out upon the opening year is,
“What am I todowithit ?  \What account.
will T render for it at last when years for
me are done ¢’

Christian, what are you going to'do dur-
ing the coming yecar for Him who loved
you and gave HiMsELF for you. You can
live for Him, letting him shine out more
brightly in your lives. You can according
as He has provided you, give for Him to
send the glad tidings of His love and
merey to those who know them not. You
can work for Him by teaching the ignor-
ant, bring in the careless, reclaiming the
wandering, warning those who are going
astray. You can pray for Him, that His
kingdom may come and His will be done
on earth more fully and completely as it
is in heaven. i

¢ But I am nota christian,” If not, the
year is full of opportunity for you as you
now view it, At every turn there mect
you the loving warning and invitation of
a waiting, pitying Saviour : ‘‘Come unto
me all ye that lsbor and are heavy ladem

.
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and I will give you rest,” “Turn ye, turn
ye, for why will ye die.”

Tn just one point the parallel does not
hold good. The whole year is nob yet
ours.  To us for present use belongs but
tho vresent moment, As we open each
comprrhment in each box it is ours to use
but soom it is gone. ‘*Whatsvever thine
hand fmdeth to ‘do, do it with thy
might.”

Wo bave received the last Annual Re-
port of the Women's Foreign Missionary
Society, Enasterr Section. It is a neat
pamphlet of 84 puges, containing reports
of last two genoral mcetings hold in
Pictou and Stellarton, with addresses of
welcome, opening, &c., on these oceasions,
together with reports of the different
officers of the Society. 1t contains also
the roports of tho PresbLyterial Societies
for the year, abstinct reports of the differ-
ent Auxiliaries, with contributorsand con-
tributions to the Santo and Jubilee Funds.
The Constitution of the W. F. M. S. and
its Auxiliaries is also given, the whole
presenting in. compact form yet minute
detail the warking of the Society during
the past eighteen mounths.

The Treasurer's. Report shews receipts
from Auxiliaries, special meetings, &ec.,
during this time, $25651.80; contributions
to Santo Fund, $15616.38; contributions
to Jubilee Fund, $1023.59. In all
§5001.77. ;

Surely if there is kindness anywhere it
iz shewn this winter by the Presbyterian
congregations in the Maritime Provinces,
towards their ministers. Fur coats, caps,
its, and robes, to make comfortable the
long, cold, and sometimes stormy drives
that many of them have to take; sleighs,
harness, bells, &e., besides the pumberless
things that women only can think of to
furpish or ornament their manses. In
Malasawatch, and Bathurst; in Pugwash
and Charlo and Harvey; in Shubenacadie
and Kincardine; in Stewiacke and Brook-
field, Parrsboro, and St. John;in Gays
River and Milford, Truro, and Economy
and Springfield, and perhaps many other
places of which we have not heard, these
kindly tokens have beon given and receiv-
-ad, aud while prized for their value are
prized much more for the kindness and

+ good will of which they are the expression.

Rov. S. C. Gunn writes from Boston to
a friend : *‘My present congregation is
dving well.  Our communion was held
yosterday. 38 new members were added
to our roll, We havo now a membership
of 105. The interest in all our meetings
is increasing and we Juvk for greater good
from the Master.” Not only is Mr.
Gunn one of our®own winisters, but his
congregation is almost wholly made up
from the Maritime Provinces, Our peo-
ple have the deepest interest in the pro-
uress of sound Presbyterinn christianity
in Boston, where 50 mapy of our people
now suake theit home and where thure is
so much to draw them away framn the
simplo Scriptural christianity of their
childhood.

The Presbytery of Lunenburgand Shol-
burne met at Bridgewater, Dec. 6th. The
resignations by Rev. J. Roshurough, of the
congregation of Shelburue, and of Rev. 1.
8. Simpson, of that of La Have, wers ac-
copted with regret. The representatives
of both these congregations expressed their
high appreciation of the faithful and valued
labors of their recent pastors and their re-
gret &t parting,.

The Rev. H. Crawford, who has been
laboring for some years as ordained mis-
sionary at Riverside, was transferred to
New Dublin. Rev. D. S. Fraser was-ap-
pointed Moderator of Presbytery, in-stead
of Rev. J. Rosbourough, resigncd.

The next meeting of Prosbytery at
Bridgewater, Feb. Tth, 1888.

The Presbytery of Victoria and Rich-
mond have been holding 'meetings for
visitation in Baddeck, and by committee
at Lake Ainslie and Strathlorne. In all
of these places the Lord’s work is prosper-
ing. Sabbath Schools, Prayer Meetings,
and Public Worship are well attended.
In both gases a deficib of szlary, part of it
of long standing, gives promise of soon
vanishing.

The Presbytery has asked the various
congregations to contribute to the Aug-
mentation Fund ten per cent. less than
sum asked for last year.

The next meeting "will be at Wycoco-
magh, March J:SGh, 1888, at 11 o'clock,a.m.

Milford has added 325 to the pastor’s’
salaty, and Lower Stewiacke, $50Q,



THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN. &

The congregation of Cow Bay, C. B.,
mekes a shew.rg in some directions equal-
led by few. There are about one hundred
and eighty families, with three hundred
and fifteen communicants. An average
of five hundred people attonded the pas-
tor's Bible class last wintor, where the
Shorter Catechism was taken up in course
forstudy. The Inrge body of the peuple
attend the weekly prayer meeting, and
over fifty tako paaxt in it. The average
attendance at Sabbath School is two hun-
dred and fifty, of whom neatly one hun-
dred ave young men and women who do
5ot think themselves tvo old for Sabbath
School. A new mause was recently built,
and $1500 of the cost paid last year. A
Woman's Home and Forsign Missionary
Society was started during the past sum-
mer, and has a membership of over two
hundred, which raised during the year for
missions one hundred and twenty-four
dollars. During the year just closed $213
were rosised for the schemes of the church.

If we helieve in the promises of God
we must expect good results from the

Week of Prayer. Let each one delermine,

that, with God’s help, in his and her own
heart and life there shall be good results
and they will surely come. ~ A revival of
religion in the church means a revival in
ceach heart, and in proportion as each
heart is revived will the church be quick-
ened. Let the year on which we have
now entered be signalized by more devot-
eq lives, by greater watchfulness against
sin, by a more earnest and prayerful per-
formance of duty, by a more careful study
of the Scriptures, by a closer walk with
God, by more of pity for the erring, help
for the helpless, checer for the downcast
and sorrowing, by more earnest work to
‘bring others to a knowledge of the Savi-
our.

The congregation of Newport, Hants
Co., has increased the salary of their pas-
tor, Rev. E. McNab, from 500 to §750.
The Presbytery has expressed its gratifi-
cation and agreed to relieve to reliave the
congregation of itsassessment for the Aug-
mentation Fund for this year.

Rev. J. M. Allan has resigned  the

" charge of the congregation of Richmond,
Hx. C :

0.

At the meeting of the General Assembly
at Winunipeg, the two leading Presbyterini:
Churches L are were ministered to by two
men well and favorably known throughout
the church, Messrs. C. B. Pitblado and
D. M. Gorden. Since that time Mr, Gor- |
don has accepted a call to St. Andrew’s
Church, Halifax, by the Atlantic shore,
Mr. Pitblado has received one from San
Francisco, on the far off Pacific,

A deop and wide-spread revival has
been going on at Saltsprings, Pictou Co.
On Sabbath, New Year's Day, two hun-
dred sat down at the Lord's takle for the
first time. In different parts, in our
church, in  Guysboro, Pictou and Hants
Counties, times of refreshing have been
enjoyed and many have turned to the
Lord. )

0y
—— e

Cheering news comes with regard to the
progress of our Mission work in' Trinidad.
Mr. Grant writes : “Have had 108 bap-
tisms till date this year. Enquirers con-
stantly turning up. Sold in two days last
week thirty dollars worth of religious
literature, fresh from India, in the Hlndi,
Trdu, and Tamil languages.”

Since Mr. Calder was settled at [Mira,
C. B., fifteen months ago, the congrega-
tion has built a hall for worship at
Catalone, to seat 400 people, and a church
at Marion Bridge that will seat 600.

Copies of the October issue of the Mari-
TIME containing Dr. Field’s open letter to
Ingersoll, in parcels of any size, may be
had on application at this offico.—Price
two cents per copy.

Rev. A. McMillan writes us from C. B.
telling of the beautiful New Year's gift of
furs and purse from the Malagawatch
section of his congregation, and friends in
Boston.

Rev. A. Russell, of-Dalhousie, who has
for sume months been laid aside through
illness, is rapidly recovering, and it is
hoped will soon be able to resume his work.

A man said once, “‘Show me ten square
miles on the whole earth without Christ-
ianity where the life of man and the purity
of wo men are respeted, and I will give
up Christianity!” ~
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A sories of Missionary Moectings was
held recently in St, Johin city and vicinity,
with a view of promoting a deeper interest
in the schemes of the church.” Rev.
Jonathan Goforth, who is under appoint-
ment of the F. M. Committeo, West, to
labor in China, and whois to bo supported
by the students and alwinni of Knox Col-
loge, Torontn, was present at these moet-
ings, and was, speaking after the manner
of men, the life and soul of them. Hois
u young man of great energy and enthu-
siasm, full of facts and figures, and upon
these he bases his telling missionary ad-
dresses which interest young and old
alike, He is intensely practicnl and s2eks
to infuse the sume spirit into others. One
little girl probably voiced the general
sentiment of the childrens’ mass meeting
when she said, in telling of it, ‘‘That Mr.
Send off was perfectly delightful !”

The meetings extended from Dec. 4th
to 8th, missionary sermons being preach-
od in the different churches on “Sabbath,
and meetings held in different places the
thres following days.

Mr. Robbins, of Truro, and the writer
were present part of the time and were
privileged to aid the pastors in the good
work. It is hoped that the result will
be a deepened interest in the various
schemos, The Presbyterian Church, both
in St. John city and the Preshytery, is
prospering on the whole, as perhaps nev-
or before in its history.

When Rev. J. A. Cairns, who was
settled in the Scotsbprn congrepation,
Dec. 6th, was {leaving Musquodobit, he
was presented with the following address :

To the Rev. J. A. Cairns, M. A.,

Dear Sik,— We, the members and ad-
hersnts of Sharon Church, Upper Musqu-
odoboit, beg leave, on the eve of your de-
parture from among us, to express our
esteem and friendship toward you, our
late pastor ; and altho_gh the ties which
bound us a8 pastor and congregation are
severed, wo assure you that our good
wishes for your welfare go with you to
your new field of labor ; and we hope your
labors may be as acceptable to them ds
they have heen to us.

We would also request you to convery
to Mra. Cairns our sincere desire for her
welfare, and assure her that she, as well
as yourself, will always pe held in grate-
ful remembrance by us, and, inthe words

of your last text, **May the God of peace
that brought again froin the dead ows Lord
Jesus, that greaut Shepherd of the sheep,
through the blued of the everlasting cov-
enant, make you verfect in every good
work, to do His will, working in you that
which is well plcasing in His sight;through
Christ Jesus,” and niay He make you an
honored instrument in your new sphore
of labor, as you have been here, ir bring-
ing many into his field.

Signed by the committee in Lohalf of
the congregation.

Hexry DEaNw,
Oxrro §. GEDDES, } Committee.
SipNEY HAMILTON,

Mr. Cairns gave a brief and touching
reply, thauking them, on his own and
Mirs. Cairns’ behalf, for their kindness and
co-operation, and closing with the wells
known fitting words ** Finally, brethren,
farewell. Be perfect, be of guod comfort,
be of one mind, live in peace; and the
God of love and peacs shall be with you.”

ABOUT HOME MISS1ONS.

If the children in a family or community
be neglected before they are able to supply
their own wants they suffer and die. 1f
cared for through infuncy and childhood
they soon become not only able to cave for
themselves, but helpers, and care for other
weak ones as the older people pass away.
The family, community, country, that
neglects to foster, and rear its children
must soon die out.

So with the .“urch. Its Home Mission
stations are its children, unahle to care for
themselves in the way of supporting
church ordinances, and nceding help from
older and stronger congregatious, Our
Home Mission Scheme is for this purpose.
There are very few of the well nigh two
hundred congregations that compouse the
Mar.ti.ne Synod thatfhave not at some-
time, in the earlier stages of: their history,
received aid. The motlier churches in
Scotland have from the first helped in this
work, Probab’y notone congregation in
ten in our Synod has depended from the
very first entirely upon its 6wn exertions.
Thus aided, each congregation as it grew
stronger became independent of aid and
helped in turn to support others, and thus
our church has grown to what it is, a
power for guod at home and abroad.
Had it not been for thig scheme we would
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not have been in the position that we are
to-dey. Andif we would grow as we
have done we must continue to grow by
the same means, The scattercd families
of Presbyterians perhapsin somne scattered
country districtsare organized intoa Home
Mission station and supplied with preach-
ing for a time by a catechist. They hels
liberally according to their means an

«3t some aid from the Home Mission
Fund. When they become stronger and
a number of these stations are grouped
together and an ordained missionary set-
tled there, still receiving some aid. They
grow stronger and are organized into a
regular congregation, receiving some aid
from the Augmentation Fund. Thoey be-
come stronger and need no further aid,
and then in turn help to support others.

The Home Mission Fund is in need of
larger contributions this year than ever
before, as more of this work is being taken
up. And in proportion as the work is
vigorously prosecuted the Church will
grow and become a greater power for
good at heme and abroad.

In the Maritime Synod there are soven-
teen ordained home missionaries, and
forty-two catechists were at work during
the summer months. All these fields
where those men were laboring have con-
tributed well, and in aiding them we are
aiding those who heartily help themselves.

WHAT HAVE WE TO DO WITH THE
NORIH-WEST?

*“Much everyway.” Too often the idea
prevails that if we attend to our depart-
1xent of the Home Mission, Augmentation
and College work of the Maritime Pro-
vinces, we have done our duty, and that
the Western Section of the church should
lqok after the Noxth-West. A few facts
should be borne in mind.

1. The West has its own Home Mission
field in Ontario and Quebec just as we
have in the Maritime Provinces.

2. The North-West is a new region, re-
moved by nearly a thousand iles of
wilderness from Ontario, and is being oc-
cupied by settlers from the Maritime Pro-
vinces, Ontario, and Groat Britain,

3. The countries contributing to the
settlement of this now land have an equal
right to follow them with the gospel and
and aid the infant settlements in main-

¢ taining ordinances until they become self
supporting. '

4. The three lines along which that
help is needed are : the support of Muni.
toba College, the Augmentation of Minis-
ters Salaries in weak congregations, and
the support of Catechists and Missionaries
in home mission stations,

5. Hitherto almost the whole burden of
the vast work that has there been done
has been borne by the Western section of
the church, The amount expended last
year alone in Eome Mission work and
Supplements in the North West being
about twenty-three thousand dollars,

6. The Presbyterian Churches in Scot-
land and Ireland are aiding in this work.
We in the Maritine Provinces are not.

7. Inreturn for this we see a grand
work being done. Where; 4 few years
ago, our church had scarcely an existence,
there are now 351 congregations and
mission stations,” In every considerable
centre the gospel is regularly preached
and as the centres grow with the develop-
ment of future years there will be a strong
and rumerous church ready to forward
the Lord’s work in this and other lands.

8. The Assembly dves not ask us to aid in
the Home Mission work there. The West
is bravely undertaking it, but we are ask-
ed to do a httle in the support of Mani-
toba College, which is a centre of supply
for the great and growing Home Mission
field. Whatever we may think about the
over supply of colleges in Ontario, that
of Manitoba is a necessity.

9. A very small contribution, say from
Jive to ten dollars and upwards from each
congregation would be suflicient,

Such are some facts in connection with
an institution built for that work. We
are persuaded that it is from a lack of .
considering these facts that most of our
congregations have thus far appropriated
no part of their givings to Manitoba
College.

Rev. D. M. Gordon, late of Wiunipeg,
was inducted into the pastoral charge o
St. Andrew’s Church, Halifax, Dec. 27Tth.
His parting charge to his congregation in
Winnipeg contained an idea that we would
heattily commend to all congregations,
whether vacant or settled, viz: Be faith-
ful in attendance at the prayer meetings,
for on the prayer meeting depends to a
large extent the spiritual progress of the
congregation. :
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Hew Bebrides.

LETTER EROM REV. H. A. ROB-
ERTSON.
DrLrons Bay, Ernroxanaa, Sept. 13, '87.

* * * By one of H. M,
S. of War, sailing in about two hours time,
I have an excellent * opportunity of send.
ing a note riaNoumea, 1n New Culedonia.
Wo are all well hore. That is Mrs. R.,
two children with us, and myself. But
there s much sickness amongst the
natives al! over this island, and has been
for throe or four monthe. There have
baen seeral deaths,

We have had four English Ships of War
at anchor here at different times since
January, and we expect one soon again,
The French have not yet annexed the
Now Hebrides, but that step is only de-
ferred, They will, in my opinion, take
these islands when a suitable time pre-
sents. They have no idea of giving them

- up, and at present they are buying out,
as far as they can, all English interests in
the group, and the other step will follow
in due time. England does not care one
shilling about the islands. -and but for
Austialin wonld not have made any ob-
jeotion. to Fronch annexation. A sad day
for everything good when the French rule
over these fair islands,

As a mission, if we get fair play, by

God's blessing we have no fear of the,

Romish advance. Priests withoutanarm
of flesh to back them up make poor head-
way. '

We have settled, as you all know long

since, Messrs. Leggatt and Morton on*

Malekula, Mr. Landels on Malo, near
Santo, and Mr. Annand on Tangos, a small
isle about an eighth of a wile frown Santo,

At all ‘these islands and places the
natives were very friendly, and desired
missionaries. At Malo especially were
they rejoiced to get a missionary.
at the settlement of Messrs. Landels and
Annand I know these people and districts
best. I wonld goto any of these northern
heathen islands to-morrow if Erromangs
was provided foryand I heard Mr, Me-
Kenzie say tho same several times.

By this ship of war we have had letters
from Mossrs. Morton and Leggatt of Male-
kula, They were well, but did not get
much help from the heathen natives. We
got no help from any heathen of Erro-
manga=—only Christian natives ever helped

Being’

us here. On Malo the heathen helped
more or less at the house building by
carrying stones and the scantling and
buxes and in cleaping the ground for the
house, but they do not help so well as
regular work day after dn¥. )

You of course know fjthn Mr. Annand
or Mr. McKenzie about: our shipwreck
on Malo. It was o tame affair—a clear
bright day, gentle breeze and a kind peo-
pls upon whose const we grounded and
there stuck, But it was a good deal bet-
ter than mid-occan at night in a storm,
and we were all thankful for such a com-
fortable lock Still to bo kept there for
nearly o month and Mr. Annand anxious

to got settled and others of us wishing to

got to our work and stations, it soon lost’
all charm, .

We have all got back to our stations
more than a month ago, and doubtless feel
better for the.change and rest, and we re-
joice that four men with .their wives have
been settled in this mission this year, with
very good prospects of encouragement and’
success. Messrs, Watt and Laurie were’
appointed and went in the Dayspring to
settle Mossrs. Leggatt and Morton, and
Messrs. McKenzie, Fraser and myself
were appointed to go in the Cairndhu to
assist Messrs, Annand and Landels. in
their sottlement, The first deputation
did their work well, and we more then
settled a missionary for we wsettled the
vessol too, The Dayspring came and took

“us all to Tangoa, where both deputations

settled Mr. and Mrs, Annand in quick
time.

1 would like to be assisting at the settle-
ment every year of three or four mission-
arfes in these islands until every good -
opening should be filled. But T question
very much if the Canadian Presbyterian
Church should prosecute or develope much
more the work in these islands so far away.
There is much force in what is sgjd about,
Auvstralasia taking hold here in good
earnest, and leaving Canada and Scotland
for mission fields nearer, which are abun-
dant. And Australasia is beginning to
take hold. She has now eleven mission-
aries in the missicn here. Still ;Canada
and Scotland ought to do all they. can for
the work their men here are attempting.

Sacrament dispensed on the-4th of this
month-at Cook’s-Bay.

Mr. McKenzie is going to Sydney in
December.

Yours, H. A. BozeaTson.
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LETTER FROM REV. J W. Mc
LENZLE.

Maro, New Hesniozs, Ju.y 8, '87.
My Dear My, Morrison,

Your very kind letter came duly to
hand by the Dayspring. It was a glad
surprise to receive a letter from you as
Agent of our Church. May you be long
gpared to act in that capacity. I do hopo
weo will hear frequently from you, for it
.does cheer us 50 much to get'a fow words
of sympathy once in a while from those
who take a real interest in our work.

From the above heading you seo that I

am not at my own station. Mr. Robert-
son and I left our wives and families at
Erakor gver eignt woeks ago. We came
by the Cairndhv, the Dayspring having
taken on board all the other missionaries
who were going to the amnual meeting.
The Cairndha was chartered by the Day
spring Board to bring down to the islands
the material for house-building and other
cargo left by the mission vessol, and to
assistin thesettlement of the new mission-
aries.
- We met at Ambrim and held our meet-
ing, after whtch Measrs. Watt, Lawrie,
Morton and Leggatt sailed for Malekula
in the Dayspring, the two latter wishing
to settlo on that island, while Messrs.
Robertson, Fraser, Murray and myself
accompanied Mr. Anuand and Mr. Lan-
dels in the Cairndhu, with a view to
settling them on one of the islands to the
north of Malekula.

. We sailed direct for this island and
sottled Mr. Landels under most favorable
circumstances. We then set sail for
Tangos, 8 small island adjacent to Santv,
hoping to settle Mr. Annand there should
it prove an eligible opening. The wind
not favoring us, our good captain, a fine
youny man esteemed by us all, determired
to run back to the anchorage here, and
wait for a more favorable breeze. But
unfortunately when near the place wind
and current were against us and we drifted
on to the reef. Al our efforts to get her
off being of no avail everything was landed
on the beach.

Part of us came to the mission house
where we have been most kindly enter-

‘tained by Mr. and Mrs. Fandels, while

the grea.er number-erected tents near the
wreck, where w.cy seem to &~ very com-

fortable. The Apnanfk ara to sattle on

Tangon. It is not more than eight miles
distant from this station.

Our first ofticer left us’in & boat over a
fortnight ago to interdept the Dayspring.
Mr. Robertson and I ave looking most
anxiously for her, We told our wives that
they wight expect us back in eight weeks.
That time has more than oxpired and we
canuot even set snil southwards fora week
or two yet, so we fenr they will be anxi-
ous about us,
* * ¥ * *
Yours very sincerely,

J. W. MACKENZIE,

Trinidad.

MISSION NOTES FROM TRINIDAD,
BY REV. JOHN MORTON,
(For the Maritime Presbyterian.)

Qct. 8th I left at 7.27 a. m., for St.
Juseph, to see Tara, who was reported ill.
Tara means a star, and her husband's
name is Meghu, which mcans a cloud.
They were married and baptized seven
months ago, but she is only 16 years of
age. A walk of three quartors of a mile
brought me to their unfinished and far
from comfortable house. Having pre-
scribed medicine and conducted divine
service with the neighbours at her bedside,
we returned to the opposite side of the
town to see a poor dying woman, who had

 sent word to Annajeo that she wished to

be baptized. This poor woman occupied
an inner room with earth floor and walls,
and only one window, about 20 inches
squa.e. 1t was made of boards and stoud
wide open. One daughter attends the
St. Joseph school, and an elder one was
cooking in the outer room. These chil-
dren were both baptized before we came
here, but have received no religious in-
struction, so far as we know, from those
who baptized them. The mother was not
an idolater, had no faith in idols or deotas,
was conscious of sin and praying for mercy,
but not clear as to the way of acceptance
and peace, though she had been told about
Jesus, I tried to make this very plain to
her and she listened eagerly. 1 promised
to return in the afternoon when her hus-
band would be home und decide then as
to baptism.

On leaving the house we were told that
a woman in the neighborhood had cut her
throat with a ruzor. It appears that she
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hod returned from Hospital the day before
and her husband and daughter had spoken
harshly to her for returning so soou and
giving them trouble, instead of waiting
till she was quite atrong. When her hus-
hand had gone to work she sent her daugh-
ter on a messago and then cut her throat.
She lay covered with bloud, but the bleed-
ing had been stopped, and there is hope
of her recovery.

In the afternoon I returned with Mr.
Macrae who was at Tunapuna, and after
further enquiry and instruction, with his
entire approval I baptized the woman,
who still lives. and whom I have visited
several times since.

Such cases are not numerous and ii is
not desirable that they should be. Yet
GGod’s grace is not to be limited, and we
dare not say to a soul pleading so earnest-
ly and pathetically for mercy, in the 1ame
of Jesus, and prufessing to trust and hope
only in his finished work, it is to late for
hope—too late for baptism.

Jonx MorTox.

A RELIC.
[For the Maritime.

In the MarrTiME PRESBYTERIAN of
Jan., 1833, is given an account of the first
Presbyterial ordination in the Maritime
Provinces, that of the Rev. Alexander
Dick, which took place at Duuglas, now
Maitland, June 2Ist, 1803. Nearly two
years after Mr, Dick’s settlement a few
Presbyterian families living on the Halifax
road and Gays River drew up a paper of
adherence which was addressed to the
Presbytery concurring in Mr. Dick’s call,
and promising to contribute to his support.
This paper. now nearly 74 years of age.
will give our readers svme idea of the long
distances the pioneers of Presbyterianisin
had to travel in the performance of their
duties. From Noel to Gays River was for
a time the pxtent of Mr. D.ck’s congrega-
tion, not less than 50 miles in length.
Hie mode of travel was on horseback and
by boat. When we contrast the extent of
his field with o1r preseat ccmparatively
compact charges, we can see what an
amount of physical tvil must have been
performed by those faithful men. They
now rest from their laborsand vthers have
entored in anl reaped where they have
sown. As we read the story of their work
let us hold them in grateful remembrance
for the work they did in laying in these

Provinces the foundation on which our ex-
tended Presbyterianism rests.

SrupeNacapiE, Hx. Roap, & Gays
RiveRr, April 8th, 1805.

“To the Associate Presbytery of Nove
Sevtia : .

¢ That whereas, on the 3rd Nov., 1802,
a call having been given the Rev. Alex.
Dick, by the inhabitants of the villaze of
Noel und Shubenacadise; to be their settled
miunister, which call being presented to
the Presbytery was sustained by them
and accepted by him: The under sub.
scribers do hereby profess and declare
our adherence to said call according to the
true intent and meaning thereof, and also
our readiness to contribute our assistance
to our brethren supporting the Guospel ac-
cording to said call, and further we request
this Rev. Presbytery to accept and sustunr
this our adherence to Mr. Dick’s call, and
your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall
ever pray. ’

Witness present :
George Campbell
Samuel Burrows
Wm. Dickey
Stephen Gourley
William Wallis
William Cuok
Robert Blades
Ephraim Wright
Robert Wallis
Simeon Howard
Samuél Frame
Benj. Woodworth
Nathl. Jenkins
James Elis

John Colter
Wm. Pollock
John McGeorge
David Dickey
Isaac Woodworth
John Boggs
Alex. Woodworth
John Watson |
William Green
Joseph Bogys
George Ellis
John Hammerman
John Ellis

James Ellis, 2nd

STELLARTON CONGREGATION,
PICTOU, N. 8.

[For the Maritime Presbyterian.

Presbyterianism in Pictou County has
an ancient history. In not a few of the
congregations in the East the antiquarian
finds much in which he delights to revel,
There are also recently formed charges
which, though they cannot present many
historical facts, or tell an interesting tale
of pioncer work, yet furnish wuch that
way prove of a cheering and stimulating
character. .

Some congregations, owing to an influx
of populatiun, are of rapid growth, and
becoute lurge and floarishing in a shoxt

.
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time. Stellarton, Pictou, is'one of this
nature, having had but twent - vears of
existence inits separate capacity. Twenty
years, however, may. tell of rapid increase
and of great work achisved in the Master’s
service, : )

On the 13th June, 1865, a petition was
presented to the Pictou Px;esﬁytury from
the pew-holders, asking that a Probationer
be placed over them. for three months,
No definite action was taken .on this peti-
tion for some time, and it was followed
by another on the 9th Jan., 1866, asking
that a new congregation be formed,
Previous to this time the adherents of our
church at and around Stellarton worship-
ped in one of the three Presbyterian
churches in New Glasgow.

But that there was plenty of material
for a now congregation is evident from the
fact that they could provide what was then
deemed a competent support for a pastor
without aid from the Supplementing
Fund. Nordid the new born child weaken
the parent churches from which it sprung.
By extra efforts the subscription lists of
the New Glasgow congregations were in-
creased, so that the loss of adherents at
the Albion Mines was meore than fully
met- by enlarged contributions. At a
meeting of Presbytery held at New Glas-
gow on the 6th March, 1886, Rev. Alex.
Ruoss, Pictou, reported that he had organ-
ized a congregation at Albion Mines.

Thus fairly launched it entered upon its
new relationship, and there are three.dis-
tinct periods in its history. Unlike some
of our congregations the infant was not
harassed with a protracted vacancy. Only
a few weeks elapsed after its formation
when their eyes saw their teacher. A
young man who was finishing his college
course that year became the object of their
choice, and in three months aiter their
organizalion he was settled.

THE REV. A, J. MOWATT

was the first pastor, and was ordained and
inducted on the 5th June, 18G6. At the
time of Mr. Mowatt's settlement the con-
gregation numbered 107 families, about
80 communicants, and promised and paid
a yearly salary of §600. During his minis-
try at Stellarton there was steady growth
in the congregation, and cont-ibutiong o
the schemes of the church incrvased.

_ After laboring for a perivd of seven
years, in 1873 Mr. Mowatt received and

dceopted a call’ to Windsor,

He left a
deeply attached people, and thougn the
removal of the first pnstor?nﬁicted a heavy
blow yet the congregation did not give up.
There was not a long continued vacancy,
which 86 often”proves disastrous, but im-
mediately thoy rallied their forcesand put
forth an effort to secure another pastor.
In due time a call was given and the
aninister chosen accepted. - :

This brings us to the second period in
their history, the settlement of ‘the

REV. THOMAS CUMMING,

on the 31st Dec,, 1873. The same steady
growth as under the first pastor was still
witnessed. Earnestness and zeal also
characterized the labors of Mr. Cumming,
The congregation continued to hold the
prominent position which it had won from
the time of its formation. Mr. Cumming
continued his labors for ten years, when
he was translated to St. Joseph's Church,
Montreal, March 18th, 1883,

Aud now the third and trying period in
the history of the congregation arrives.
A vacancy of nearly three years occurs,
Several attempts made to obtain a pastor
proved fallures. And yet notwithstanding
disappointments, repeated efforts to se-
cure a settlement, and a long vacancy,
there seemed to be no retrograde move-
ment. Regular supply was given, prompt
payments made, there were accessions to
the church, and contributions made to
church schemes.

” On the 17th November, 1885, the pre-
sent pastor was settled,

REV. J. H. TURNBULL,

of Fall River, Mass. Since Mr. Turnbull’s
settlement the congregation has trebled its
membership, having now 400 communi-
cants. With the exception of West River
and Green Hill it has the largest Com-
munion roll of any congregation in Pictou
Presbytery. Last year there were 78
accessions, and the 107 families at the
time of the formation of the congregation
have grown to 180, and a larger church is
now needed.

One hopeful feature of the congregation
is the number of young men in cunnection
with it which must prove an element of
stability and prosperity. We trust that
its growth and success during the next
twenty years may be as great as during the
twenty that ave past.—Coar.

N
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A PEACE WORTH HAVING.

When Rov. S. €. Gunn was leaving his
late congregation in Springside, Col. Co.,
for Boston, where he now labours, he
preached his farewell sermon from the
parting words of Christ to His disciples :—

“Peace I leave with you, my peace I
give unto you,” ete., and on the clause,
“‘not as the world giveth give I unto you,”
spoke tho following words which all would
do well to Iny to heart:

“Carist’s pvace is very different from
the peace of the world. Christ's peace is
perfect ; the world’s very imperfect.
Christ's peace reaches the conscience, the
world's dves not. It sets the troubled
conscienco at rest, while the world's peace
gives no rest to the inner man, Christ's
peace is satisfying, the world’s unsatisfy-
ing. Christ's peace is continuous, the
world's wavering.  Christ's peace comes
through frith and trust in His atoning
death, the world's by svothing conscience
to sleep.  Christ’s peace is everlasting,
the world's at the longest is but for a lite-
time, and seldom dues it lust so long.
Now, no one can give the sinner the per-
fect, satisfying, continuous, and everlast-
ing peace but Christ. Learning cannot
give it, for it cannut justify the soul or
cleanse from sin. Go down into the mines
of the earth and it is not there; climb
any height or knock at any door in this
world and yet you cennot obtain it.  Only
One has true peace. That one is Christ.
He purchased 1t and confers it frecly up-
on sinners.

Rudley, the martyr, received it from
Christ and felt it within his soul. When
his brother offered to remain with him the
night before his martyrdom he declined,
suying that he meant to go to bed and
sleep as quietly as everhe did in his life,
and to Mrs. Irish who was sheddsng tears
he-tenderly spoke-and bade her be com-
posed, for, said he, ** I know that though
my breakfast will be sharp and pawnful,
y :t my supper will be pleasantand sweet.”
1ie was in possession of that peace that
the world cannot give nor take away.”

“Dear hearer, may the peace be yours.
Thero avo other graces that are far more
attractive aud which bear a far higher
nawme, but there is no grace more useful,
more constant as an abiding guest in the
heart. The couragze of a christian may
carry him onward with a firmer step, the
zeal of 2 christian may make him do great

\

‘. things for God. Humility may besr

him deoper into the fortile valley, Charity
.may commend him bofore othors and
heve more admirers, Ecstatic joy and -
rapture may bring more delight, but peace-
is more constant and equable. It is the
every day dress of the believer's soul, ,
when he goes forth in the morning to
labor and when he returns in the evening
to rest.

May that peace and not the peace of the |
world bo yours. What are all the gold
and silver, the houses and lands, the
titles and honors, and the pleasures of the
world compared with the peaco of God.

When Richard Baxter was dying he
said, I have pain, there is no arguing
against sense, but 1 have peace. I have
peace:”

May that peace abide in your heart
through life and be there with the conflict
with death.”

THE GOOD SAMARITAN'S NEIGH- ’
. BOR.
[For the Maritime Presbyterian.

The fullowing was written for the
MariTIME by an earnest-hearted woman
in a Western home, amid the cares of a
busy life, but her heart is in the work of
helping her fellow m n and women. May
her terse and burning worus stir us alt to
do better work.—Eo.

THE GOOD SAMARITAN NEIGHDOR.

Who was he? He was a proud, self- .
righteous Jew who despised and hated al}
Samaritans; but he was helpless and
perishing, so from heart and hand he re-
ceived a neighbor’s tenderest care from
the Good Samaritan. ““Go,” says our
wracious Master to each one amongst us,
**Go and do thou likewise.”

But what did he do? Let us see what
he did, and sce Yow, in_the interest of cur
helpless and perishing neighbors we can
‘“do likewise.” 1st. He was willing to
be hindered and delayed in his own busi-
ness for his sake. We need not suppose
that that dangerous journey ** from Jeru-
salem to Jericho,” a'ong a road notorious-
ly infested with thieves, was undertaken
by a man single-handed without an oliject,
aud a pressing one. Perhups he even had
an appuinement to meot.  But he did not
say, ** [ have nut time.” He took time
to take up effvctually the case of ‘the
perishing neighbor and let business wait.
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The Master says, **Go and do thou like.
wise.” .

2nd. The Good Samaritan had a small
gupply of oil and wine with him, It is
not to be supposed that he had a load of
these things. We read of no pack of
merchandise to be romoved when the

wounded man was set upon his beast.,

From the tenor of the story it would ap-
pear that the oil and wine were part of
the thoughtful provision made by his.
wife's loving hand for his own comfort by
the way. But the fragrant oil was poured
into the burning, clutted, drying wounds:
of the helpless neighbor, and the refresh-
ing wine was put eagerly to his lips. Of
-course, what he poured out for the necessi-.
ties oi his neighbour he had to do without
himself. The Master says, *“Go and do
thou likewise.”

3rd. The Good Samaritan had laid his
. plans so that he was to ride along that
-xoad, but at sight of his neighbor’s need
he got down from his beast, and tenderly
lifted up the wounded man and set him on
ib. He not only walked the read he had
meant to ride, but walked it burdened
with the support of one who could not hold
up his own head. The Master says, ** Gu
and do thou likewise,”

4th. ““He brought him to an inn and
took care of kim, and on the marrow,” &e.
In the evening he reached the inn and un
the morrow he gave his charge and went
away. And what of the long -quiet hours
between that' evening and that morning ?
One sentence tells the way they were
spent. He took care of him. The resting
time was given up to the caring for him
who could not care for himself. The
Master says, “ Go and do thou likewise.’,

5th. He opened his purse. Two pence.
A penny represented a day’s work there
a8 a dollar may be said to represent it
now. So two pence would mean two
dollars. And so the care that he was not
able to give himself he engaged another
to give. Towards the payment of this he
now handed out his ‘‘two pente,” but
further, assumned *‘unlimited liabilities”
because of his neighbor's need. *‘Take
care of him; and whatsecever thou spendest
more, when I come again, I will repay
thee.,” The Master says, ‘““Go and do
thou likewise.”

Now, who is my neighbor? that I may
be in haste to obey my Master's word, and
*¢Go” and do to him as the Good Samoari-
tan did to the Jew. Is not the plain

wmeaning of Christ's story just this, that
my neighbor i§ each and every one who
needs help that I cun render? And if he
needs help that I pdrsonally cannot zender,
it is for me_to give of my means to thote
who can.. But just now I want especially
to plead the cause of the heathen who are
left in the fearful clutches of false gods,
and of the Roman Catholles who groan
under the heavy yoke of a false Christ—n
Christ who does not even undertake to
more than half save his followers, leaving
the sinner to work out what he leaves un-
done. Are not these in the hands of
spoilers? Then our, Master's word is,
Go and do for then as the Samaritan did.
He did not say, *“1 havenot time.”  Shall
we plead business? He gave his oil and.
his wine to the needy. Has our lLounti-
ful Father furnished -our table with any
delicacieg that we can spare? If even the
wine und the tcbacco and the hurtfully
rich pastry used in_the truly Christian
houses in' this land, were given up to
Christ’s cause, how many missionaries
could besent out ! Dear fellow Christinns,
have we cars? or have we never yet heard
LChrist's command, ** Go and do thou like-
wige.” The Good Samaritan gave up the
luxury of the ride and trudged instead.
How can we ‘“do likewise ¢’ What are
the luxuries we can give up? Is it our
curriage ¥ or the beautiful furnishing of our
parlor? or a new house ? or a set of furs?
or an expensive party ? .

1 multitudes of these things we had
intended for ourselves are not given up,
this generation of hcathens must peria
like the last. But they miust not pcrish,
Delay seems terrible when life and death
of such a magnitude are at stake. ‘Shall
we not, like the women of Tsrael, be proud
to bring our very looking-glasses that the
work of the Lord may be thoroughly Jone?
The Good Samaritan burdened himsol® on
his journey with the care of a wounded
man, and spent a sleepless night minis-
tering to his hecessities. Shall I shrink
fruin every burden in connection with our
Mission work, or count even night work
when the day will not suffice a hardship
with such an object? . .

Yet here 1 would speak tenderly. "In
our busy land many many have so many
‘cdires and 5o little strength that to speait
of another straw’s weight ‘to their load
scems cruel.  Yet it is refreshing to work
for Christ, and it may be ‘that evex thege
weary ones may find theirlodd not heavier
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but Yizhter, for consecrating some of their
vory little timne and strength to his work.
" And then #s to money, purse and credil
were both held at the service of the poor
sufferor—a ready, preséent gift, and a
yplodging of his business honor—** What-
over thou speridest more.” Business mneh,
“Uo and do likewise.” Farmers, ‘‘Go
and do likewise.” Humbler Christians,
10 your power at least, ““Go and do like-
wigse.” Tt is Christ's word, not mine.
Look at the Good Samaritan and the wsy
ke treated his neighbor, and ** Go and do
thou likewise.” The cry for help comes
“fromn every corner of the world, and God
s manifestly stirring up his people. Stir
us up, O Lord, for we are asleep. A. R.

CHRISTMAS GIFTS.

The following, from the New York
Evangelist, is too late for this year, but it
38 well to think it over and bear i mind
for the next year.—Eb.

The puzzling question is distressing
wany an &fectionate heart now-a-days,
What shall I get for a Christmas present?
Not, whatshall I receive? What is some-
Dbody going to give me? But what can I
think of that will be suitable for my hus-
Hand or my wife, or that will please Char-
Jie and Tom and Josie and Belle? They
donot need anything. You know there
is nothing pretty to be bought for men
anyhow, and the gitls have already plenty
af jewelry and gloves and books and  pic-
ures and toilet cases and perfumery and
Tric-a-bric.  The house is lumbered with
fancy articles of every description, for we
havo heen making birthday presents and
Naw Year presents and Christinas pres-
enfs these years and years. And now
«Christmas is coming again. What can we
think of that would be nice? O such a
Swther?

1 know of one household in which this
~perplexity has been happily disposed of
for this year. In view of the calls of the
Lord's great and blessed Gospel work at
home anu abroad, it bas been mutually
agreed in that family that the maney which
would ordinarily go to the purchase of
presents, shall be devoted to missionary
offerings. May not the same be done in
©other Christian families? Let the plan be
Sfully understood and mutually agreed up-
<on, There need be no suspicion of a lack
of love or remembrance. Some simple
token, or oven a few kind words, may

give as much gladness at home on Christ-
mas morning as. costly presents would,
And let the prico of the expensive trinket
go to cheer the heart of some toiling mis-
sionaty, or to comfort solnd worn-out serv-
ant of the Lord in his old age and sickness.’

In many and many a home it would be
easy to suve in this .way five or ten to
twenty-five dollars for-holy "and - gladden-
ing uses, without diminishing, nay, rather
increasing, the happiness of the festive
day. Try it, try it.

SMOKING.
(For the Maritime Presbyterian.)

The Rev. W. Haslam, an emineut
Episcopal clergyman in England, speaks
thus of the habit of smoking : .

Smoking is an idle custom and -too often
enslaves its votaries, and oven if it does
not become a dominant habit it certainly
teaches no lesson of sel{-denial: A Chris-
tian man needs not to seek reliof in any
such way. It is said to be very soothing
when a nan is in any trouble or anxiety.
If so in this respect it may be said to be
next door to the beer barrel or to-the use
of spirits. If one may soothe his feelings
with this narcotic, another may stimulate
them, when he is low and cheerless, with
alcohol.

The Apostle James says, ‘‘ Isany merry,
let him sing psalms.” He does not say,
¢¢Is any afflicted or low let him smoke and
drink.” No, let him pray and depend
upon God. Many a lesson which might
be learved from God on our knees is let
slip altogether because we think there is
no harm in relieving ourselves by self-
indulgence. The flesh is a monster which
is never appeased, much less subdued, by
gratification.

A fearful flood is reported. from China.
The Yellow river hasagain left its channel.
and overflowed the province of Honan in
northern China.  An area of 7000 square
miles was submerged. The Governor of
Honan reports that nearly «ll the people
in this area have been drowned, which
is doubtless a gross exaggeration. An-
other account says that millions have been
rendered homeless and are in' & starving
condition.  Honan is the province of
China where our church inthe West in-
tends opening up & mission during the
present year. As has often been the
case in the past the trouble and suffering
may prepare the way for hearing with
gladness of the Bread of Life, .
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REPORT ON SABBATH SCHOOLS.
PRESENTED TO THE MARITIME SYNOD

BY REV. MR. WM. P, ARCHIBALD, B. D.,
CONVENER.

The S. 8. Committee of the Maritime
Synod beg leave to report as follows, for
1886. Returns have been received from
ten Presbyteries, aud from one school in
the Presbytary of Nfld., viz., St. Andrews,
St. Johns. These returns give decided
evidences of improvement and progress
in 8, 8. work, throughout tho bounds of
our Synod. In every matter upon which
information has been asked your Com-
mitte are happy to be able to report a
marked advance upon the previvus year.
The returns ave fuller and move satisfac-
tory than in any previous year, affordirg
ground for hope that some future Con-
vener may be able to report that every
S. Schicol within the bounds has bheen
heard from.

The first point to which the Cominittee
call the attention of the Synod, is the at-
tendance. " The total estimated

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS

. within the bounds of our Synod is 523.
-‘There are 218 congregations and mission
stations, which gives an average or 2.4
schools to each congregation. Reports
have been received from 423 schools, leav-
ing 100 unropurted. In many instances
these non-reporting schools are in vacan-
cies and fisgion stations; but two or three
large congregations, situated in flourishing
towns, have helped to swell the number,
When we compare these statistics with
those of the previous year, we obtain
some Jather astonishing results, The
total estimated number of schools last year
was 463, so that 60 schools have either
been discovered or newly organized dur-
ing-the past year. To this incrense the
Presbytery "of P. E."1: alone contributes
38; the Presbytery of St- John 18. .

THE TOTAL ENROLMENT

i
in the schools reporting is 24,528, with an
average attendance of 17,083. Adding
2500 for the 100 schools that have sent in
no reports, we have a grand total of about
27,000 under instruction in our schools.
These figures speak volumes as to the
- magnitude and importance of our §. 8.
work. This little army of S. S. scholars
are the hope of vur church. From them
the ranks of the ministry and the eldership

are to be recruited, By them the church's
work and warfare is to be carried on in
the near future. Let thuse who are
charged with the training of this youthful
host, seek for the aid and guidance of the
Divine Spirit, that they may enlist them
in greater uumbers under the banners of
the Great Cuptain of our salvation,

We are convinced that the ranks of our
S. $, aymy would be largely increased if
all were enlisted in thein who ovght to be.

‘The uumber of families reported to last

Assensbly as under the jurisdiction of the
DMaritime Synod was 21,439. An average
of two 8. S. scholars for each family is
certainly not Dleyond the mark. This
average yields neurly 43,060 as the num-
ber that should be fuund inour S, schools.
Where are the 16,000 missing ones during
S. S. hours? Are they being instructed
and trained in any other place, or by any
other method? We fear they are not.
Here, then, is a loud call to ministers,
elders and all S. S. workers, to redouble
their diligence aud seek varnestly to gather
in these careless ones,
The total reported

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE

i8 17,683, or about 72 per cent. of the
tutal enrolment. ‘I'ruro Preshytery re-
ports the highes average attendauce, viz.,
8% per cent.; Victoria and Richmond next
with.79 per cent.; P. E. L. next with 74
per cent.
The total number of
OFFICERS AND TEACHERS

reported is 2,915, as against 2,371 last
year. Making allowance for Superinten-
dents, Librarians, Treasurers, &ec., we-
have an average of about1 teacher to 1
scholars. Accurding to the last statisticalk
report there are 31,604 communicants in
the Maritime Synod; so thatthere is about
one tenth of our church niembership en-
gaged in S, 8. work. Asa large number
of the officers and tcachers are elders of
the church, we think it is safe to say there
is a good deal of nuemployed talent among
our church members that might be utilize
in enlarging and building up our 8. S.
work,

The 8. S. teacher's vocation is a most
honorable and respunsible one. It is a
matter of profound satisfaction to know
that those whd are engaged in this work,
t} roughout our bounds, are in:general so
worthy of their high ealling. Greater
efficiency and more consueaiion, shevid
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be coutindally aimed at. Model braihing
cinsges i teachers’ meetings, when tliey
can be naintained, are important medans
ol promuting the ofticiency of teachers.
1n our seattered rural congregations,
where the institutions just mentioned
connot be kept up, pastors may do much
in their bible-¢lasses to assist and encour-
age tiels teuchers,

While wo ave dealing with matters of
organization, we would emphasize the im-
portance of ’ '

PASTORS AND SESSIONS '
tuking a close oversight of S. schools in
their congregations. Pastors, we think,
should vegularly visit the schools, take
note of the work that is being done, and
speax kindly words of encouragement and
clieur to both teachers and scholars. Ses-
sions should have control of schuols, and
reguive from them an anuual report of
their work. .

In regard to the

STUDIES OF THE SCHOLARS,
the reports show that a large amount of
goud work is accomplished. The study
of the International Bible Lessons is the
main feature in the exercises, The un-
folding and application of Bible-truths by
the teacliers; the memorizing of the words

of Seripture by the scholars; how impor-

tant in their bearing on the eternal wéll-
being of our youth. All proper ieins
should be used to stiinulaie Bible-study
and rcsearch on the part of ' the “scliolars,
The former practice of dssigning a doc-
trine-to be proved from Scripture, which
has, somewnat fallen into disuse, was a
most valunble one in this respect. We
are glad to find that the Shorter Catechism
holds & prominent place, in the exercises
of cur S, Schools. In the ‘interest of in-
telligent, stepdfast pioty, as'well as of
pure, sound doctrine, it i3 earnestly to be
hoped that it will ever be so.

Wo now come to the .

ADDITIONS TO THE. COMMUNION ROLL
from our S. Schools. :
Halifax P'by reports 208 ad. from 39 sch'ls
Truro' o 3 47 <5 13 15’ e
Pictou ¢ 148 ¢ ¢ a8 ¢«
‘va.llace (L3 [T 3d 58 4¢ &4 '6 be

. Lun. &Shel. ¢ IR TR

Sydney % 5 A I
Vie, & Rich, * 19 ¢« 3o«
SE John g3 e ¢ Qg
Miranuchi IR 9 ¥ SR LA |

1 AL [ g3 ek,

The whole number of additions.is 1238
from 189 schools. The total number of
additions, by profession of faith, within
the bouuds of tho Maritimme Synod, as ro-
ported in the Assembly’s statistics, is
4493; 8o that.the S, Schools have furhish-
ed more than one-fourth of this wholo
number, The wholenumber of accessions
from the schools is 814 in excess of that
of lu8t yeqr,+ -Moreover, overy Presbytery
within thg bounds réports accessions—a
very' cheering fact. Lasbt year scews to
havé been a year of special blessing, We
believe we are not mistaken when we say
that this special blessing was the result of
more earnest prayer and more faithful,
sclf-denying work. o

While we devoutly thank God for what
he has wrought through our labors, there
are other aspects of the statistics given
above which are

NOT SO ENCOURAGING.

In all 423 schools have rcported. Only
189 of these have given recraits to the
membership of the church; 234 schools
have been barren of results in bringing
the young to public profession of the
Saviour. Think of it. Is the duty of
confessing Christ before men being tender-
‘ly but faithfully urged upon the youth of
our congregations ¥ Is there the anxiety
for their spiritual well-being, and ‘the ef-
fort to briiig tiem te perscnal acceptance
of Christ and personal experience of reli-

| gion, that there ¢ught to'be ¥ When we

-come up.liere to present our annual record
of the work done, why should we not be
able to report that every school through-
out our buunds has contributed its sheaf
to-the precious ingathering? Thstead of
giving ohly one-fourth of the ‘tutal hnnual
increase of our church-membership, we
believe that the S. School should be the
principal source of growth. May weénot
scripturally hope for the time when the
youth ‘of our land will be on the side of
-Christ, in number and in beauty like the
dew of the morning.

THE MATTER OF CONTRIBUTIONS
falls next to-be noticed. The totalamount

1 of contributions reported as raised is

$8G42, which was disbursed as follows :
$4854 expended upon schools; £3641 for
missions, and $147 for' other objects.
Your Comumittee are of opinion that theré
is neéd for a reformation in the matter of
‘S. 8. finance aud henevolence. Is it

‘v ereditablé ~ichdt- the:; wmount spent on °
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achool equipment shouid be 8o far in ex-
cess of tho amount given to missions,
Beyond controversy, it isnecessary that
our schools should be provided with all
needful appiiances for work: but is it right
that the outlay for these should be raised
by the schools. If the S. School is
nocessary part of congregational work
ought not the congregation, either by
special collection or by vote at the annual
meetin ¢, to raise tho' 2mount required for
‘Tunining: expenses, and allow the school
contributions to go wholly for missions,
A numbor of congregations have already
adopted-this plan, with the.best results,
and we would most earnestly urge its
%eneml adoption. In only two of the
resbyteries is the amount given for mis-
sions in excess of the amount given for
self-support, viz. : Lunenburg & Shelburne,

. andfPictou, the latter Presbyteiy having

8654 to wissions and 362 to-self-support.

Of the 423 schouls from which reports
have been feceived, the number contribut-
ing’to missions is 230; 193 present a dole-
ful blank in this matter. Is it any wounder
that our Dayspring - and mission-school

‘funds are in debt, when so many of our

gchools fail to do their duty? Surely
eyery school might do something. Upon
whom doee the blamne rest ! .We fear it is
upon pastors and superintendents, who
have not-given the children an opportunity
to bring their gifts to -the treasury of the
Many schools have
done nobly. Some, in addition to ‘their
regular coutribution.to the Dayspring and

-mission-schopls; are -supporting native

teachers in Erromanga; others.are contri-

- buting to the Pointe-aux-Trembles schools,
~andso on. . 'We trust that this spirlt of

liberality will become contagious, and-that
the blanks will cease to appear. .
The average contribution of the 230

. that hiave given is over $15; if the 193
' who.are represented by a biank had con-

tributed an.average of $10 the Dayspring
fund would be frce of debt. Even then,

. the average per scholar for missions, would

be’only 22 .cents per year, or less than half
a cent per week, which cannot be regarded
The
teaefit that would accrue to our youth

" from training in she metbods and. practice

of Christian ‘benevolence, as well as”the
crying néed of our mission fuuds, should
call forth increasing zeal in ‘this matter.

‘Weé should tiot rest satisfied until every
school within:our bouuds has its share in |

this work.

Presbyterivs aro becoming more alive to
the importance of 8. S. Work, and are
using efforts to increase -the efliciency uf
gchouls throughout their bounds. Con-
ferences are lield in niost, if not all, of
the Presbyterics, in connection with the

resentation of the annual report of their
S. 8. Comumitees. In addition to this,
in sume of the Presbyteries, special con-
ferences are held wholly devoted to-S. 8.
mattars, to which 8. 8. workers from every
congregation ave invited, and where papers
are read and addresses given on topics con-
nected with the work., We aré convinced
that this latter species of meeting is calcu-
lated to be most useful aud helpful in de-
veloping the efficieicy of oar schools.
Superiutendents and teachers from dif-
ferent congregations are brought tczether,
and have an -opportunity of stirring one
auother up to love and to good works.
By means of the papers and discussions
new ideas are gained about the various
departments of the work.

In this connection, the plan adopted
by the

PRESBYTERY OF HALIFAX,

for the holding of conferences and the
general supervision of the work, is worthy
of notice.
vided into seven districts. The winisters
of the congregations within each district
constitute the Committee for tliat district,
while the Presbytery’s Conunittee has
general oversight, and is expected to aid
each district Committee in the prosecution
of ite labors, ' A more general attendance
of 8. 8. workers js thus secured for con-
ferences, and & more minute inspection
of the work renderéd possible. The re-
sulte of this plan have so far, we under-
atand, proved highly satissactory.

Parents should if possible, give their
children the advantages of & good; heal-
thy library, and furnish them papers that
respect the morals, Select the matter
for your children. Take time, since the
whole future of your son or daughter may
li ditectly in the literature which you
moy place before them. 1tis from what
we reud that we derive meany of our
thoughts.and ideas, which influerce many
of our eeds and actions in after life. if
our realing is pure, the-thoughts obtain-
ed will likewise be pure, but if it is degrad-
ing.in its nature, it will pull us down to
-a level with.itself,—Sel. . .

4

The Presbytety bas been di- °

e
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LOSING SUNDAY.

A noted French sceptic once said,
“Christinnity is dead; it has lost its Sun-
day.”

Christianity isnot dead. Isitin danger
of losing its Sunday? Two persons from
widely Siﬁ‘crcnt walks in lifo have lately
expressed to me grave fears of the danger,
und strangely enough they struck ’the
sa:ne note of alarm.  One wasa lawyer of
lurge practice, who knew whereof he
aftirmed.

He said: —*I think one of the greatest
dangers threatening us as @ nation is the
growing disregard of the Sabbuth day by
professing Christians.” He spoke parti-
cularly of their going about for pleasure
and visiting.

The other was a plain old woman who
lived on a farin out among the hills. She
Jnmented the great increase of late in
Sunday visiting in the neighbourhood
whore she lived; saying that on almost
every Sabbath she saw families driving
alung the road on their way to a neigh-
Lour's to spend the day and to have what
she called a *‘big dinner.”

Here is the danger not often alluded to
in the pulpit or by the press. We are
alarmed av the flagrant violation of the
Sabbath day by railroad corporations; by
clubs whose members take that day for
games and excursions; and by saloon-keep-
ers and others who have no regard for
God's law. But it would be well for us
to remember that the first day of the week
is the Lord’s day and is in an especial
manner in the keeping of the Lord’s
peotle.

If the day sits loosely on those who
profess and call themselves Chyistians it
ought not to surprise us if men of the
world do not kéep it holy.

A goud man, who had been accustomed
to triavel six miles to church regularly
every Sun.ay, said one day to his pastor
that it was a lung distance for him to go.
‘The pastor replied, ‘*Consider, my friend,
thatevery time you go to church you preach
a sermon six miles long.”

Would it not be well for professing
Christians, who ride out for pleasurs on
Sunday or make it a day for visiting, to
consider that they are preaching sermons
all along the road against the sanctity of
the Sabbath?

A distinguished jurist in this State once
said:—**Sunday, as vbseried by the Eng-

lish-speaking races, teaches in the streot
as well as in the church.”

Christians should take heed how they
teach in the street on the Sabbath day.
The henthen are keen observers. A lady
missionary in & foreign field says that
when she passes along the streets of the
city on her way to Sundsy-school the peo-

le say, ‘‘It must be Sunday, hera comes.
em,” )

She was going about her Futher's Husi-
ness on his Sabbath day and was preaching
the lesson of its proper observance all
along the way, If Christians everywhere
would refrain from doing their own pleas-
ure on the Sabbath the day would indeed
be ‘o Delight, the Holy of the Loxd,
Honorable.”—N. Y. Observer.

CARRYING HELL TO THE HEA-
THEN.

A German paper illustrates the sort of
civilization which Germany is introducing
into Africa by puinting to the fact that
since taking possession of the Cameroon
country on the west const, (Germany has
sent there 1,524,028 litres of rum, 37,800
bottles of gin, 1,588 old muskets, 1,000
cartridges, and 66,039kilograms of tobaceo.
As an offset to the pernicious influence of-
these things th¢ Fatherland has also senta
few missionaries to take the place of the
English Baptist migsionaries whose pres-.
ence in the district was not wanted. The
colonization of heathen lands by Chris-
tian nations oughtto be a means of extend-
ing the blessings of the Gospel of Christ.

The first result, however, is usually to
degradeand not toelevate the poorheathen.
Inferior races always learn the vices more
readily than the virtues of superior
races, and the trader in his keen thirst for
gold keeps even pace with the missionary
11 his love for svuls. The traders have
the World, the Flesh, and the Devil all |
on their side, and they very svon outnum-
ber the missionaries a hundred to one.

Germany has unfortunately no monopoly
of this bad work. France and Britain are
ahout as bad, and if America shows tuany
better advantage in the proportion of
missionaries to spirits which she sends to
heathen lands, it i~ probably because our
nat.cna’ policy does not promote foreign
comn.ecce, and our manufacturers of
whiskey, tobacco, and arnis have not there-
fore as good facilities for } ushing business
at a distance ‘as Europcan manufacturers-
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bave, Otherwise we could soon flood the
whole heathen world with fire-water inade
from the cheap corn of our fertile prairies,

If fur no other reason than to escape
out share of the responsibility for the
damnable work of sending the heathen to
Jheil, let us abolish forever the manulac-
ture and sale of intoxicating liquors in this
land of Christ,—-N. Y. Wituess.

WORLDLY CHRISTIANS,

A dancing Christian felt it his duty to
try and win one of his many associntes to
“Oh!"” says he, “1 Jong tosee you
a Christian.” *For what?’ “Why, for
salvation.” -“Don’t you wantto besaved?”

“Yes, Ido.” “Do youpray?” ¢No, do
you?’ $Yes,” said the ‘Name.tolive,” **I
pray for you.” ‘‘For ms!

WHEN, I'D LIKE TO KNow?

Monday night you wore at the dance;
Tuesday night, I met you at the ball;
Wednesday night, I saw you at the
sociable, and like the rest of us you earried
on; Thursday night, Idon’t know where
you were, but if cards could testify,
they would tell what you and I were up to
until two o'clock Friday night, and now it
is Saturday, and for the life of me, Ican't
tell what time you've had for prayer this
week, or when you could have felt like
jit. AsfarasI can see, you sesk your

< happiness where I do—in the world and
the things of the world.”

‘What & great amount of money is spent
by people who have “‘renounced the
world,” attending theatres, circuges, &c.

Not long ago, at 4 ring performance in
a tentin Virginia, the circus clown ad-
dresged the audience: —**We have taken in
$600 here to-day. A large portion of this
audience is made up of members of the
church. And yet, when your minister
asksyou toaid himin supporting the Gospel,
you are too poor to yiveanything. But you
.come here and pay dollars to here ma talk
sionsense. Iam afool because Iam paid for
it. You profess to be wise, and yet you
support me in my folly. Now, isn't thisa
pretty place for Christians to bein? Don't
you feel ashamned of yourselves? You
J.:g)“' t~ "—-Sd.

WHEN PERSOMAL HABITS ARE,
FORMED.

If the pericd between twenty and
thirtv is the critical one’ in the formation
of intellectual and professional habits,

.

the period belqw.twenty is more import-
ant still for the fixing of personal habits,
properly so-called, such as vocalization
and pronunciation, gesture, motivn and
address. Hardly ever isalanguage learm-
ed after twenty spoken without a foreign
accent; hardly ever can a youth transfered
to the society of his betters unleaim the
nasality and other viges of speech bred in
him by the associations of his growing
years. Hardly ever, indeed, no matter
how much money there be in his pocket,
can he ever learn tu dress like a gentle-
man-born. The merchants offer their
wares as eagerly to him as the veriest
“swell,” but he simply can’t buy the right
thingsy- An jnvisible law, as strong as
gravitation, keeps -him within his orbit,
avra.yea this year as he was the last; and
how his aristocratic acquaintances contrive
to get the things they wear, will be for
him & mystery till his dying day.

The great thing, then, m alt education
is to mnake automatic and habitual, as early
as possible, as many useful actions as we
can, and to guard against the growing intv
ways that are likely to be disadvantageous
to us, as we should guard against the
plague. The more of the details of our
daily life we can hand over to the infal-
lible and effortless custody of automatism,
the move our higher powers of mind will
be set free for their own proper work.
Thers is nv more miserable human being
than one in whom nothing is habitual but
indecision, and for whom the lighting of
every cigar, the drinking of every cup,
the time of rising and going to bed every
day, and the beginning of every bit of
work, are subjects of express volitional
deliberation. F¥ull half the time of such
a man goes to the deciding or regretting,
of matters which ought to have been so
thoroughly ingrained in him as practically
not to exist for his consciousness at all,
1f there be such daily duties not yet in-
grained in any one of my readers, let him
begin this very day to set the matter right.

, THINKING,

£ little girl once said: ¢¢ Thinkiung is
keey 1g still, and trying to find out some-
thing © Who could have stated the case
better "anthis ? It makes one think of
these » iking words of God himself,—
‘“Be ati., and know. that I am God.”
Silence ye harsh noises and babbling !

Be still ! Listen! Find out something.
—Selected. ' '
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REVIVALS.
BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.

We see
in the secu
A—— or the well known evangelist DMr,
B-— is about to ‘‘commencearevival” in
a cortain place. They mean that special
religious services are to be held, and the
word revival is thus most inaccurately ap-

lied to mere human agencies which are
intended to produce certain spiritual re-
sults, They may produce such results or
they may not; the wheels may be set in
motion, but the “living Spirit” from hea-
ven is not slways ‘‘within the wheels,”
A very eminent evargelist visited one of
our chief cities a few months ago, and al-
though very extensive arrangements were
carried out for several weeks, and many
attractive services held, the result as
measured by conversions was very small.

Now a genuine Revival isa quickening
of the church of Jesus Christ— or of many
churches—by the power of the Holy Spir-
it. One of the usual fruits is an unwonted
number of conversions.
that is aroused to a fresh liberality in giv-
ing, and a fresh activity in Christian la-
hours, is arevived church also. Luther's
Roformation-work was a stupendous revi-
val; so was the birth and growth of Meth-
udis n under the brothers Wesldy. Since
the dn, s of Finney and Nettleton we have
heen accustumed to apply the word to an
avakening of God’s people, attended with
the conversion of impenitent sinners, Al-
most innumerable treatises and tracts and
discourses have been issued on the theory
of revivals; but to this hour they romain
amystery. And for the very saflicent
reason that they are not controlled by the
same uniformn laws that prevail in the nat-
ural world. The sequence of cause and
effect is invariable in nature. Water at
a certain high temperature. always boils;
at a certain low temperature it always
freezes.

But the prime factor in a spiritual awak-
ening is the sovereign Divine Spirit, which
is like ‘‘the wind that bloweth where it
listeth.” No mortal man can command the
presence of the Holv'Spirit, or assuredly
predict His coming. No church can arrange
auy special gervices, or set in motion any
specinl measures with a positive certainty
that they will be followe& by the conver-
sion of souls. Our sovereign God will
never pe.mit us to put our puny hands on

ciuite frequent announioments

ar journals that the Rev. Mr. .

But a church

| tho helm. Again and again have churches

started certain machineries orsent off for
certain men with the confident expectation
of producing a revival; the woll-meant
efforts have ended in utter failure, Simi-
lar mothods do not always produce simi-
lar results. Itis just because pastors and
churches do not recognize *this fact that
they so often worry themselves over the
failures of well-intended efforts, and are
sometimes driven into desperate expe-
dients, No little revival machinery has
hegun with clatter and ended 'in smoke
Man was indt; God was not. ..

On the other hand, the most powerful
and blessed revivals have ofténr burst sud-
denly upon a church. No human causes
wero discoverable. 1n myrown minister-
ial experience of forty-one years, cvery
revival, except one, came unexpectedly.
The first one—at Burlington, N.” J.~be-
gan when my little church was quite dis-
couraged, and when not a solitary effort
had been set in motion. The appeal of a
little Christian girl awakened a young man;
the youth's mother reported the fact tome;
1 munediately started the mother in one
direction aud 1 hurried off in another, in-
viting our people to a prayer-meeting that
very evening.  The house was thronged,
and the very atmosphere seemed to be
charged with a heavenly electricity. Tt
was & small *Old School” Presbyterian
church, wholly unaccustomed to revival-
scenes; nothiug was done but plain preach-
ing and fervent praying: we sung {heold-
fashuoned hymns and lheld no inquiry-
meetings”; and yet for a mouth a work

went forward which for solemuity.and in-

tensity of feeling and pungency of convic-
tions and thoroughness of .conversions
equalled some of the most powerful which
Charles G. Finny describes in his Auto-
biography. The convictions of sin were in
su.e cases so acute as to destroy appetite
forfood and drive away, sleep. The con-
versions were as clean-cut as a neéw coin
from the mint. 1t was a normal revival
of the Pentecostal stamp; God was every-
where, man nowhere.

Several years afterward a remarkable
work began in the Market Street Church,
New York, in quite asunexpected a fash-
ion. Discovering during an afternoon of
pastoral visits that threejor four individ-
uals were deeply impressed by the Holy
Spirit, 1 iinmediately summoned my Board
of Elders, and we appointed special meet-
ings for -every evening, with inquiry

il
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meetings afterwards. A large harvest was
gathered. My only assistance was a ser-
mon or two from Dr. Hatfield and Dr.
Burchard, The glorious revival of 1846
in Lafayette-Avenue Church commenced
during the **Week of Prayer,” but with no
harbingers of its approach, It lusted five
wmonths, during which time the people and
the {)astor did the entire work except &
single evening lecture by Dr. Joel Parker,

Why should any church ‘‘go down_ to.

Egypt for help” us longus Ged's promises
are in their hands, and & desire to. do His
work burns in their hearts? .

" There is 8 growing danger now .afluat
that threatens to demoralize the churches
and to hamstring the installed - ministry.
It is the pernicious idea that a pastor is
& useful article for visiting the sick, mar-
rying the marriageable, burying the dead,
cunsuling the troubled, and edifying the
body of believers by pulpit-ministrations;
but if sinners areto be converted, then
some evangelist must be sent for whose
professional business it is to awaken souls
and lead them to Christ! I say nothing just
here in condemnation of wise and Godly
and devoted evangelists—such as DMr.
> Moody and Mr. Mills;. in their right place
they are serving their master nobly. ‘

Thoe theory that revivals are chiefly the
product of {tinerant preachers and exhor-
ters— that such revivals are to be engine-
ered by itinerants, and all spiritual “har-
vests” are to be gathered by their agency
—is a pestilent theory. If it gets wide
foothold it will paralyze the pastorate,
demoralize the churches, and repel every

- young man of brains and spiritual power
from the ministry. A woeful record could
be writtemrof the bad effects of this mod-
ern heresy. .

The proximate causes of revivals are not
always discernible. It was frequently
said that the wonderful awakening of 1858
was largely owing to the widespread com-
mercial disasters of the time. But still
woyse disasters in 1837 produced no gen-
eral interest in religion; nor did the revul-
sions of 1873-4 produce any such results.
Brothren! let us leave the “‘times and the
seasons” of special outpourings of His
Spirit in God’s hands, and bend ourselves
steadily in the Master's service. Every
church must be Christ's salt and Christ’s
seed-sowers; cvery Sablath a time for sav-

ing souls; everysermon should be saturat-.

ed with the Woxd of life; evety Christirn
should be a living witness and aliving wor-

ker, and a true evangoelist. To such, God
will not deny His convicting and  convert-
ing Spirit. They shall never be consumed
with drought; He will givo to such an
“‘abundance of rain.

The human agencies which God owna
to the awakening of His churches are vari-
ous; the same agency which is potent at
one time seems impotent at another, In
the outpouring of His Spirit, God exer-
cises His own sovereignty. The features.’
of revivals differ also. Charles G, Finney
aroused the communities shom he visit-
ed, with trenchant and alarming denunci~
ations of sin and its retributions. The
sermon and the anxivus-seat were his two
chief agencies. The characteristic feature
of the great awakening in 1858 was prayer;.
gyory day at noon vast multitudes of peo-
plein our cities thronged the Union
prayor-mectings. Dr. Finney visited New
York at that time, yet his preaching
attracted but little attention. Thecrowds
flocked together at the bell for prayer., In
the evangelistic services of Messrs. Moody
and Sankey, sacred song is made an ele-
ment of power, as it was in the days of
the Wesleys. !

2. Still more rémarkable is the variety
of the Holy Spirit’s action upon the hearts
of awakened sinners. The prodigiously
powerful preaching of Finney, which tore
sinners up by the routs, produced most
pungent, henrtrending convictions of sin.
His **Autobiography” (which is thg most
wonderful bovk of its kind since Bunyan’s.
“Grace Abounding”) teems with descrip-
tions of penitent sinners who cried out in
agony, and sleep was banished from their
beds. The scene in the Philippian jail
was repeated in the revival-meetings of
Charles G. Finney and Dr. William Wis-
ner and Dr. Lyman Beccher fifty years.
ago. Yet the inquiry-meetings of our
times, especially those conducted by Mr.
Moody, rarely exhibit any such demonstra-

ions of cxcited feeling. The style of
preaching is euntirely different, and the
influences upon souls is correspondingly
different. 1t would seem as if the Divine
Spirit wrought differently also. I can
testify thatsuch cases of conviction as I
often witnessed at Burlington and else-
where during my early ministry, 1 almost
never witness now. The samé style of
preaching even does not produce the same-
spiritual phenomena in the inquiry-reom!
This is very mysterious; but it is an inds-

putable fact. Many veteran pastors will
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confirm it from their own experienge,
The type of revival-work has so changed
that Mr. Finney would hardly know him-
self if he were introduced into the inquiry-
rooms of Mr, Moody or Mr, Mills and
othgr popular evangelists of our time.
Here, as in other phases of revivals, we
enter the domain of mystery. Brethren,
when we attempt to construct our charts
for ravivals, we very often get beyond
soundings, .

3. But amid all the mysteries that are
connected with the special outpourings of
God's Spirit, there are some things which
are tolerably certain, One is that a
church way keep insuch a state of warm,
healthy, normal activity that it shall not
need any awakening. There will be no
slumber tv awake out of. Richard Bax-
ter's church of Kidderminster never had
any alternations of declension and revival,
Mr.Spurgeon’s churck in London does
ot seem to l.ave, The jr aching is at an
anthracite glow all the while, and suisthe
condition of the church. We admit that
there are such things as waves of spiritual
influence that sweep over a church or a
city or a whole laud; we acknowledge also
that our Suvereign God often pours out
His Spirit more copiously at one time than
another; but atill the solid truth remains
that a Christian church may keep uptosuch
a high mark of praying, giving, working,
and watching that it shall suffer no decled.-
sion.  Convictiuns of sin and conversions
to Christ will go on steadily. Of course,
as there is no long period of disgraceful
stagnation and decrl’ine, there will exist no
necessity for a spiritual resurrection. It
is neither a healthy or a creditable condi-
tion of things in which churches are expect-
«l t0 pass through alternations of slumber
and wakefulness, fraezing up and thawing
viit, barrenness one year and fruitfulness
the next.  No healthy Christian lives in
that intermittent fashion, why should five
hundred Christians attempt to do it as a
church?

4. Another fact is that while the Divine
Spirit may be continually present in a
healthy, vigorous Church, yet the manifes-
tations of the Spirit's power may vary,
there may be many more conversions at
one seasoh than another. Counting con-
verts is not the only true tidemark of a
church’s growth. Activity in benevolent
work, growth in household piety, increase
of godly living, are equally clear evidences

that the divine life is flowing there in
strong warm currents, Training people
for Christ after they get into the fold, is
about as important as getting them in
there. A great deal of the ‘‘harvest” in
many a revival is-allowed to spoil for want
of what the farmers call being well cured.
I know of certain ministers who are so
busy in trying to drive tho sheep in at one
door, that they do not observe how fast
they are slipping out at the othor door.
Conversions to %hrist are not ends; . they
are only beginnings.

6. If a church is ina cold, declining
state, there is no salvation for'it but by a
true revival. It must have a fresh intlux
of the divinely imparted life, or else pull
its feet up into the bed and die. To se-
cure such a revival the Scriptural methods
must be empluyed, and not mere potent
human machinery. When a certain
church had adandoned its first love and
grown cold. the divine command was ‘‘to
remember whence thou art fallen, and
repent and do the first works.” That coun-
sel is asapplicable in Americaas iu Eph-
esus. The pastor of a certain frigid church
called his elders night after night into his
study; they confessed their sins together,
warned their own souls up by fervent
prayer, and then the flame kindled
through the whole church, They did not
run after a man; they went straight to God.
He is always 1eady te meet His returning
people more than half way. Go to God,
if you want a revival!

6. Finally we should be constantly work-
ing for the Holy Spirit, waiting for the
Spirit, and watching every indication of
His presence. The true secret of success
in a church or & Sabbath-schoul, a prayer
service or an inquiry-room, is to cv-operate
with the Holy Spirit. No man ewmphasizes
this truth more than does the great evan-
gelist, Mr. Moudy, and the great pastor,
Mr. Spurgeon. Amid all the mysteries of
the divine dealings, one thing is clear—
that is, that God never breaks His Word,
or violates Hig own precious promises.
And this side.of Heaven there will be
continual need of Revivals.—N. Y Lvan-
gelist.,

Death does not destroy, but catches, crys-
talizes, and makes permanent the charac-
ter of a goudl man, leaving it a priceless
bequest to socis.y..—Bishop Duggett.
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THREE REASONS FOR NOT GOING
TO CHURCH.

‘f. I can worship God without going to
church. Bul do you worship God at home?
Do you ever try? Did you ever set a-
part an hour on the Sabbath for the wor-
ship of God at your own firesidei Have
not many Sundays comne and gone when
you have not once opened the Bible -
Have there mnot been
wherein you have never bent your
knees in prayer? And do you call this
worshipping God at home? As a rule
those wgo do not worship God in the sanc-
tuary do nut worship hiw at all,

2. Iwourk hardall week and I must
have Sunday for rest. You must have it
you say; but who has given you leave to
use such language ! Sundayis the “Lord’s
day,” not yours, The fact that you work
hard for six days does not give you any
right to sin away the seventh. God in
tends that you should rest un Sunday; and
the bodily refreshment which you need
will be secured by guing to church, morn-
ing and cvening, better than by luitering
away at home all the hours of the holy
Sabbath. )

3. My clothes are so shabby I am not
fit to appear at church. If you aresu
puor you have the greater need of the gos-
psl to comfort your heart. But many are
very poor becauss they have lived in the
neglect of public worship; and if you
would get rid of the deep poverty, you
must first give up the practice which has
has brought you to rags, Cowato church
receive the salvation, which Ohrist offers;
and better habits will bring better cloth-
ing. The puor man who gets a new heart
will not be long before he gets a new coat.
—Matthew vi. 33.

'THREE REASONS FOR GOING TO
. CHURCH.

1. Your head and heart will be im-
proved and you will live longer. There
18 no book half so rich in interest as the
Bible. Its histories are thrilling; its bio-
graphies are fresh and life like; its pre-
cepts are benevolent; its parables are simn-

. ple and touching. The man who gives
himself to public worship, and throws his
heart into the service, cannot but have
his affectivns olevated, his taste refined,
his views enlarged,and his intellect quick-
ened. And there can be nv doubt that
obedience to God's holy commmands con-

many Sabbaths.

duces nlso to health and longevity. Look
about amonygst your neighbours, and you
will find that those who give their Sunday
to vest and worship dolive longer than
such as spend the Sabbath in dissipatiun,
in idleness or in labor,

2. Youu will have less trou’ lo in train-
ing your children. If you keepthe fourth.’
Commandment, they will keep the fifth, .
Gud has placed these two Cummand--
ments side-by-side, and they stand or fall
together. Il.l nine cases out o ten, Sab--
bath breuking parents have unruly and
troublesoine children, This is natural,
and g just what might be expected.
Fathers and mothers set at naught the
authority of God in breaking the Sabbath;
and children trample upon the comnmands
and defy the power of their parents. But,
on the vther hand, if they see you honor
God, they will suon learn to honor you.

3. You may prepare yourself for Hea-
ven. Of course you may atterd church
services and die unsaved; but if you cau
go and dv not, you are now ou the way to
hell. The Scriptures will not probt youat
home su long as you willingly neglect pub-
lic worship. Besides it is sheer nonsenss
to profess any regard for the Bible and
live in the neglect of a Quty which it plain-
ly commands.  Show then your respect
for the Wurd of Gud by coming to his
house; and. when in the sanctuary, re-
member that the ‘* Gospel of Christ” is
“the power of God” unto salvation to

‘every one that believeth. ” —Romans i 16.

— Selected. .

WORKING MEN AND SABBATH.

It is a strange fact that until a short
time ago the most outspoken advocates of
Sunday labor were wurking-men. These
now ave amongst the strongest advocutes
of the Sunday’s rest. Xxperience has
taught them that they were only placing
burdens on their own backs for the ad-
vantage of their employers,—if there is.
any advantage to any in it,—without any
kind of remuneration for their self-sacri-
fice. To most of them it very soon means
simply seven days’ work for six days’ pay,
any lost time to be deducted from their
wages. No men’ should be’ more anxious
tw retain their privilege of a completo rest
from toil one day in seven, than the work-
ingmnen, and they are finding by sad ex—
perience in cities where this privilege has
been lost, that they have svld it for less
than nothing, —Sel.
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EXTRACT LETTER FROM REV JOS-
EPH ANNAND.

In a private letter to o friend, Mr, Annand
writes:—

Just now I amn taking a half hour after
dinner, while the lads who are working with
me ave resting. we are making o first
attempt to get o garden, so I employed three
lads to-day to work at it. I wish to be with
them not only to oversee the work, but to
get familiar with their language.

We have been nearly two and half months
in our new liome, and a busy life wehavehad
since landing.  Our place begins to assume
o somewhat homelike appearance, I have
got our dwelling house finished -outside.
The house is comfortable and pretty contain-
ing four rooms in the main part of the house.
It 1s over 200 yards from theshore and about
50 feet above sea level. We went into the
green tangled forest and cut a clearing for
our buildings, so as yet we have only a
glimpse of the water here and there. We
are abundantly supplied with good fresh
water from the clouds, cought from the
roofs and stored in three 400 gallon iron
tanks. Such is our home .on the beautiful
islet of Tangoa, close to the mainland on the
south side of Santo. Our parishioners are
the population of this isle and all the south
side of Sauto. There are eleven villages
speaking this tongue, hut on the whole south
side there are four different dialects at least
spoken.

Our people are friendly aud soméwhat
intelligent. A good many of them huve been
away with white men in &memland and Fiji.
Some of the boys who have never been away
from home have picked up quite a number of
English werde and phraees, The language
here 18 wholly different froin that of the
Aneityumese. It is nearer akin to the Fila
tongue. It will take us a good while to mas-
terit. I have got some 7CO or 800 words
guthered up now, but I cannot use them to
very good effect as yet I have been so fully
occupied with manual labor getting our house
finisned, and the other buildings up that I
L:ave not spent so much time over the lan-
guage as I should like to have done.

Mr. and Mrs. Landals are settled on Malo,
only about eight or nine miles from us, hut
we have not scen them since they were set-
tled.

We are eagerly waiting to hear whether
another mun hes been appointed to Santo by
our church. If one does now come he will
probably be & long distance from us as the
island is very large.

We are both well, apd, I think, have got
o healthy place, but it will be hot during the
summer months.

TRE DRIFT CITYWARD.

The great, brilliant successes are, as o
rule, in our cities. They attract notice.
All men hear of the man who rolled up a
fortune in a few years. Only few hear of
the twenty that failed on the same lines.
* What ia hit is history; what is missed is
mystery.” One cunsequence is that the
movement ia from the country to the
town. Young Thatcheris not going to
plod along year after on the farm when he
might with less toil make his thousands
in the city, as a politician or a man of
business. ‘‘ Why, there is Baker—I'm
just as amert as he is—and he is near the
top of the wheel; they say he will soon be
an alderman.” 8o the tide is townward.
Now it is true that one may find the best
people in the towns, for mind quickens
mind; but you may also find the worst;
and in this world evil works at a tremen-
dous advantage. No better population
for morals and trustworthiness is found in
any Chrictian country than those who live
by the tilling of the svil. We do not ig-
nore the value of cities, bus :
*G¢d made the country, and man made

the town,” :

and without building on any forced exe-
gesin of this passage, we cannot be blind
to the fact that city life multiplies and
complicates the problems with which
Christian civilization has to deal. No
five millions of country people in England
present sa- much thaf is discouraging as
you find smong the seame number crowded
togetheriv London. —Rev. Dr. John Hall,
in Neso Princetun Review: for January.

Brrrres CONTRIBUTIONSTO FOREIGN Mis-
s10N WoRrE.—Canon Scott Robertson has
completed his apnual summary and finds
that for the year 1886 the British Islescon-
tributed less by £33,237 to fureign mis-
sion work than they did for 1885. The
total for 1886 was £1,195,714. Of this
amount, £430,082 was contributed through
Church of England societies, £193,617
through unsectarian or joint societies,
£330,128 through Nonconformist socie-

j ties, £177,184 through Scotch and Irish

Presbyterian societics, and £8,703 through
Roman Catholic societies, —Nel.

Mr. Annands letter, in another column,
came to hand too late to be put in its proper
place with the New Hebrides lette:s.

.
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CHRISTIsN HOSPITALITY.

One of the Practicul Teachings of Christ
is that his followers *¢ be given to hospi-
tality ” in not ordy the entertainment of
those personal friends of ours who are

congenial and delightful to us person-’

ally and for thewselves alune, but the
glad and cheerful entertainment of sger-
vants and deciples of Christ for his sake,
as they’may have need and we opportun-
ity. The story of the gnod woman who
prevailed with her husband to build the
chamber on the wall, for the eutertain-
ment of the prophet, though he was not a
popular man at the time, and many words
. of Chyist coneerning receiving a deciple or
a prophet in the name of a prophet and a
deciple, ought to start a new train of
thought in the minds of those of us who
have neglected this gift. .
We would humbly suggest to our read-
ers to think over this matter; and the next
time an opportunjty comes to them to ex-
tend hospitality to one another in the name
of Christ embrace, it heartily, and show
forth the loving kindness of that Lurd who
does not forget that he was a stranger in
the carth himself, and so delights to hon-
or those who have a gracious care for
strangers who are in need of entertain-
mens. Let those guests whom.you re-
ceive on a suciety or personal basia be who
or what they may; but when you extend
hospitality in the name of Christ look for
the angel who mnay be in disgujse, or at
least give enterteiument as unto an angel
in disguise and your guest will probably
prove to be one. - N. Y. Independent.

-

DISPROPORTIONATE GIVING.

** T ministered once,” said Bishop Hunt-
ington, “‘in a church where a pew stood
fora miition of dollars, Thére were
generous men and saintly women among
them,—:0t a few. But it only happened
once, in nine years, that, after T had an-
nounced an offering for a following Sun-
day, a person stopped atter the service to
sayy ‘I must be absent nezf Sunday, and
wish you to takemy gift now.” She was
not & Sameritan, but she was a_cook, and
she was to be ahsent to quok.a rich man’s
dinner ; and I had some reazon to suspect
* her gift was larger than bis.” Dispropor-
tionate giving is more common than pro-
portionate giving.

“tian for an outpouring o

DO MISSIONS PAY?

They pay by whatever standard you
apply. 1Is it the commercial standard?
They are the best friends of commerce.
They introduce the wants, the decencics,
the refinements of civilization; they
multiply the customers of the trading
nations of the West, and they procure
security for the trader. The mission of
the Ssndwich Islands was a costly effort
to the American Board, but two years’
profit of the annual cummerce would cover
all the outlay, and commerce was the
fruit of the mission. Mr. Whitmee esti-
mates that every missionary sent to the
Southern Seas represents civilizing in-
fluences that issue in a trade of £10,000 a
year. Is it the political standard? By
confession of the government of India.
they are a strength to our rule, and a fac-
tor that is all but indispensable to the
contentment, progress, and welfare of’
the people; and less than a century after
our-inissionaries were forbidden on Indian
s0il, official Blue-books pronounced them
the greatest benefactors of the country.—
Rev. W. F. Stevetison, D. D. '

PRAYING WITH CHILDREN.

The loving instruction -of a mother may
seem to have been thrown away, but it
will appear after many days. *‘When 1
was a hittle child,” said a good old man,.
‘‘my mother used to bid me kneel down
beside her and place her hand upon my
head while sheprayed. Ere I was old
enough-to know heér wworth she died, and I
was left tqo much to my own guidance.
Like others, 1 wasinclined to evil passions,
but often-felt myself checked, and as it
were, drawn back, by a soft hand upon my
head. When a young man, I travelled in
foreign lands, and was exposed to many
temptations; but when Iwould have yield-
ed, that same hand was upon wmy head,
and I was saved. I seemed to feel its
pregsure as in’ the happy days of infancy;
and sometimes there came with it a voice
in my heart, a voice that was obeyed:—
‘O* do not this wickedness ,iny -son, nor
sin against God.” ” '

Dr Cuyler’s article on revivals should be
carefully read and its leagons laid to heart.
Let the openipg year be signalized by garnest
prayer and effort on the Fart of each Chris-

the Holy Spirit
and He will surely come in quickening,
power.
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*CHR.ISTS ADVICE IN ALPHABETI-
CAL ORDER.

¢“‘Abstain from all appearance of evil” (2
Thes. v.. 22).
“‘Beware of covetousness” Luke xii.b).
¢*Cleave to that which is good” (Rom.
xii. 9).
;‘Duceivo not with thy iips” (Prov. xxiv.
28). .
*‘Envy not the oppressor” (Prov. iii. 31).
;‘Follow that viaichis good” (1 Thes. v.
.13).
“Grudgenot ous againstanother” (James
v. 9
‘‘Honour'thy ‘ather and thy mother”
(Bx. xx. 12).
“‘Incline yourheart unto the Lord’(Josh.
xxiv. 23).
*“Judge not, that ye be not judged”
{Matt. vii. 21). )
- “Kee~. jourselves in the love of God”
-(Jude 4.
‘Love one another” (John xiii. 34).
“Mind not high things” (Rom. xii. 16).
*‘Neglect not the gift thatisin thee” (1
‘Tim iv. 14).
“Owe no man wything” (Rom. xiii. 8;.
“Put your trust in the Lord” (Psa. iv 5).
“‘Quench not tae Spirit”(l Thes. v. 19).
“Repent ye, and believe the Gospel”
(Mark 1. 15)
“Set your affections on things above”
{Col. iii. 2).
¢“‘Take heed whatye dc” (2Chron. xix. 6).
“[)Tse hospitality one to another” (Peter
iv. 9).
“Vain words regard not”(Ex. v. 9).
““Wait on the Lord” (Ps. xxvii. 14).
*‘Yield yourselves unto the Lord"” (2
~Chron. xxx. 8).
*Zealous, therefore, be, and repent”
Rev. iii. 19).

CHILD CHRISTIANS,

A motheronce said to her little twelve-
year-old girl: “Now, my child, if you are
« Christian, I shell never expect you again
to show the least sign of fretfulness or
ipatience as long as you live; and if you
do, Ishall conclude that you aredeceived.”
Heow many corverted in middle life would
not, be driven tv the cunclusion that they

-are deceived, if this test should bo applied
to them? DMIr. Spurgeon says that after
he joined the church. he was called from
the play-ground Ly a very solemn person

who ‘‘warned him of the impropriety of

playing at trap, bat and ball with the
boys,” and said: ‘‘How can you play like
others if youare a child of Godt” Mr.
Spurgeon’s ejaculatory remark of this ex-
perience is, **What foolery, brethren?”
and he adds: *Do not others expect from
childrer more perfect conduct than them-
selves exhibit? If a graciouschild should
lose his temper, or act wrongly in some
trifling thing through - forgetfulness,
straightway he is condemned as a little
hypocrite by those who are a long way
frow being perfect themselves.”

Says Dr. Bushnell: ‘A child acts out
its present feelings, The feelings of the
moment, without qualification or disguise,
and how, many times, would we-appesr if
we were to do the same?”

Let us remember that there is a possi-
bility that Christian people of the nine-
teenth century may join the chief priests
and scribes who were filled with indig-
nation because they saw the children ery-
ing in the temple. Let us remember
that a convert of whatever age is only a
babe in Chritt, and while we oughtinevery
case, to see the fruiis of the new life, lot
usnot demand that yoiing shoulders should
carry an old head and be accompanied
immediately upon conversion by a fully
sanctified heart. And, moreover, suppose
the lives of some professing children do
not bearout the profession, does not
the argument bear just as strongly against
adult professors? If we oppose the one,
why not oppose the other?—Huilbert.

HEARING AND ANSWERING OF
PRAYER.

Some persons nowadays are seeking to
effect good by trying toanalyze the reasons
why God in specific cases does and in oth-
ers does not answer prayer. They practi-
cally argue in such a way as to lead to the
conclusion that answered prayer comes as
a reward of meritorious asking. Such
speculation is both erroneous und danger-
ous. It is ours simply to pray in faith,
and to leave the results to the wisdom and
goodness of (3od. Prayer's power and
effeces caunot be reasoned out, Dr.
Pierson well says: T have made up my
mind that there are somé things in the
niind of God that I cannot get into _mine.
Honce I do not attempt to reconcils the
tworevealed truths—that God is tnchange-
abl |, and that prayer chauges Him.”—The
Moravian.

——
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OVER WHICH WE MUST PASS.

“Will you ask my pardon?” said a
master to his servant with whom he had
disputed. The answer was a surly nega-
tive. * Then 1 will rsk yoars, ” said his
master, knowing that some one must al-
ways be the tirst to give in. and meeting
his servant more than half-way with for-
giveness and peace. What heart could
withstand such a step toward reconcilia-
tion ? Truly has it been said of forgive-
ness that this is a bridge over which we
all need to pass. Let us not break it
down. A glimmer of light and comfort
came to Martin Luther when the old
monk by his bedside read aloud the so-
lemn words, ‘* I believe in the forgivness-
of sing. ” Which of us could stand before
the God of all, did he not blot out our
failures and dismiss our trespasses? If
we are'feeling concerning any fellow crea-
ture, “°I have sustained a wrong I cannot

‘forget or pardon, -‘let us take the first

right step by naming the name we dislike
at the Mercy seat. Inthe time of Wash-
ington a Christian man journeyed to the
general to beseech the life of a neighbor
sentenced to death. He was told his un-
fortunate friend must perish, ¢ Heis
my worst enemy,” said the intercessor.
** And have you,” asked Washington,
‘¢ walked sixty miles for your enemy's sake
I grant you his pardon. ¥ What a revenge
was this t—Quiver, . .

GAMBLING AND ITS RESULTS.

The London Guardian says: *‘A prison
chaplain states that one whole corridor in
Stafford Rrison was filled with clerks and
accountants, the victims by their own
confession nut primarily of drink or im-
morality, but of betting and gambling.

Even when actual diskonesty is avoided
the evil that results from betting is very
serious. No one who lives in the neigh-
bourhood of # race-course can be ignor-
ant of the characters of those who live by
encouraging this babit. Men who are
not averse to betting themselves would
probably do all in their power to prevent
their sons from associating with betting
men. Yet these are the companions, the
chosen associates, of the young clerks and
tradesmen who are addicted to the prac-
tice.

But oven if the betting man’s associa-
tes were immaculate characters, the excite-
ment and the obsorption in what is, after

all, a mean and base form of covetousnss,
are-evidently deteriorating to the mind.
What room for elevating studies or useful
accomplishments can their be in minds
whose object is to get the better of a com-
panion, and which are compelled for this
purpose to study the minutest changes of
the betting market?

These debasing practices are eating the
life out of the rising generation, and
games intended to develope manhood are
reducing the young man down to the
meanest type in morals and intellect.—
Dominion Charchman.

CHINESE IN CALIFORNIA.

A letter to Chaplain McCabe reads thus:
“You will be glad to hear that our Chinese
brethren have collected $267 for missiors
this year. This is over $4 per member.
Besides this, they are up to their appor-
tionment in the other collectivns. They
have done more than in past years toward
pastoral support, and have sent $230 to
China to help build a.church and school
in their native yuen. Nearly all our mem-
bers are poor, most of them being cuoks.
and factory men. One brother, a small
store-keeper, gave for himself and family
$40 for missions. TFourteen of our mem-
bers who had removed to Los Angeles dur-
ing the year, have paid their missionary
money twice over, once to the church at’
Los Angeles, and they have just sent us.
$23, that our collection here might not
suffer through their removal. These are
the men San-Francisco newspapers tell us.
cannot bev converbed.”—Frederic J. Mas-
ters.

OUR HOME.

A Father with his little son is journey--
ing overland to California; and when at
night he pitches his tent in some pleas-
ant valley, the child is charmed with the
spot, and begs his father to rear a house-
and remain there; and he begins to make
alittle fence about the tent, and dig up
the wild flowers, and plants them within
the enclosure. But the father says, ** No
my son. Our home is far distant. Let
these things go ; for to-morrow we must
depart.” Now, God is taking cff his chil~-
dren, as pilgrims and strangers, homeward;
but we desire to build here, and must be
often overthrown before we can learn to-
seek ‘‘the city that hath foundation,
whose builder and maker is God.”—
Beecher. :
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BEGIN AT ONCE.

Begin at once and do whatever your
master commands. Begin to practice re-
ligion. A child would never learn to walk
by a hundred talks about the law of gra-
vitation; it must use its own feet, even at
the risk of many a tumble, Wait not for
more feeling, or more pungent convictions
or for anything that you read of in other
peoples experiences. These are all snares
and hindrauces, if they keep you from do-
ing at once the very first act that will
please Christ. Have you never opened
vour lips to an unconverted friend, either
to avow your own feeling or to do that
friend some good ? Then try it; you will
strengthen yourself, and may bring a
blessing to him or her. In short you
must begin to obey a new Master; to serve
-a new Savour; to strike out a new line of
living, and rely on God’s almighty help to
do it. When you give yourself to Christ
in this whole-hearted and practical fashion
he will give you a thousand-fold richer
gift in return. Yes, he will give you Him-
self ! When you pusess Christ you have
everything.— Dr. I\ L. Cuyler.

THE FIRESIDE SAINT.

Doubtless the memory of each onc of us
will furnish the picture of some member of
a family whose very presence seemed to shed
happiness; a daughter, perhaps, whose light
step even in the distance irradiated every
one’s countenance. What-was the secret of
such an one’s power? What had she done?
Absolutely nothing but radiantsmiles, heam-
ing good-humor, the tact of doing what every
one wanted, told that she had gotten out of
self and learned tothink for others; so that,
at one time, it showed itself in deprecating
the quarrel which lowered brows and raised
tones already showed to be impending hy
sweet words; at another,by smoothing an in-
valid’s pillow: at another, by humoring and
softening a father who had returned weary
and ill-tempered from the irritating cares of
business. None but she saw those things;
none but x loving heart could see. That
was the secret of her heavenly power.—Zhe
Rev. Froederick Robertson.

MARK OF A LIVING CHURCH.

No church isin a truly living condition
which is not, like the early church, sdding
to 1ts members such as are being saved.
There may be activity, liberality, good atten-
dance at public worship and prayer meet-
ug, and yet if in addition to those there

are not fouud men and women asking--*“what
must I do to be saved”,—there is need of re-
vival. Where the Holy Spirit is present in
power, the decp seuse of the importance of
spiritual and eternal things will so pervade
all the work of the congregation that it will
spread to others, A church without con-
victions, without conversions, without in-
quirers, without growth from within, wmay
heve a name to live but life is feeble..

PRAYER.

The more spiritual the soul is, the more
prayerful it will be because it is then the
most occupied in heart and desire about the
things of God. Our prayers will be few and
feeble if our walk with God be of a low char-
acter. If we have narrow views of God and
His purposes, our prayers will be also nar-
row and contined. If we are unstable, un-
believing and unspiritual, our prayers may.
return unanswerable. Faith, a good consci-
ence, a large heart, kuowledge of the mind
and will ot God, and a sense of our utter
weakness, are the prerequisites of prayer.
Net many words are needed—the desires of
the Spirit in our hearts, with groanings that
cannot be uttered, God will attend to. He
that searcheth the heurt and knoweth the
mind of the Spirit, gives heed to the
feeblest ery. It isfur more important to con-
sider the condition of our souls, anl the
truthfulness of our requests, than the node
of utterance or form of speech. In prayer,
we have to dowith the d vine car, and not
with man’s.—Selected.

The marvellous progress of the Gospel
in Japan, which but a few years since was
shut against the Gospel, is seen in the
following statement :—

“The statisticg of all the churches in Jap-
an give the total of organized churches at
193, of whlch numnber 64 are self-supporting.

*he total addition reported in 1886 was
4,629. This makes the membership on the
1st of January, 1887, to be 14,815 (426 were
added in January, 1887.) There aure 169
theological students, and the total contri-
butions in 1886 were $26,866.”

We have received the report of the
Ladies Missivnary Society, of Knox
Church, Brookfield, Truro Pres. It was
organized May 11th, 1887, and has since
mede excellent progress. The attendance
at the monthly mneetings has been good
and much interest shown. The amount
raised by the Society has been divided
evenly between Home and Foreign

{ Missions.
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CHRIST THE GREAT TEACHER.

Trom everything our Saviour saw
Lessons of wisdom He would draw;

The clouds, the culors, in the sky;

The gentle breeze that whispers by;

The fields all white with waving corn ;
The lilies that the vale adom;

The reed that trembles in the wind;

The tree where none its fruit can find;
The sliding sand; the flinty rock

That bears unmoved the tempest’s shock;
“The thurns that on the earth abound;
‘The tender grass that clothes the ground;
"The litlle birds that fly in air;

‘The sheep that need the shepherd’s care;
‘The pearls that deep in ocean lie;

The gold that charms the miser’s eye—
All from His lips some truth proclaim,

Or learn to tell their Maker's name.

Yield up your own heart more completely
to the Holy Spirit. Let Him take your
heart and do there according to His own
will.  Open wide that heart door aud admit
Him more freely. Give Him the keeping of
that door. Then will there be a revival
within and going forth to live and work in
that spirit your life and work will tell upon
thoge around you. Where should a revival
begin? To everyone who asks the guestion
the answer must be ‘“In your own heart”

—*“Thou art the man.” In praying and

working for a revival remember that it must
begin at home. Break off your own beset-
ting sins in thought, word, or deed.

A genileman was once stopped in the |

" streets of London by a stranger, who asked
him: “*Did you ever thank God for your
reason?” .

“I don’t know that I ever did: “‘thegentle-
‘man repliet.

Do it quickly then,” said the stranger,
“*for I have lost mine.”

Erratic as he had become, he had reason
enough left to know that he had been un-
grateful for the unspeakable blessings in the
past.—Sel.

There is but one truercal, and right life
for rational beings; only ene life worth
living, and worth living in this world, or
in "any other life, past, present and to
come; and that is the eternal life, which
was before all worlds, and will be after all
aro passed away— and that is neither more
nor less than a good life; a life of good
feelings, good thoughts, good words and
5?‘0(1 deeds—the.life of Christ and God.—

arles Kingsley.

The regular bi-monthly meeting of
Pictou Presbytery was held at New Glas-
gow on the Gth inst. '

Mr. McCurdy resigned the clerkship,
the duties of which he has discharged for
sulong and so efliciently. Rev. G. 8.
Curson was zppointed in his stead.

Augmentation is prospering. Many of
the congregations have given in full what
was asked. 8875 has been paid in,

Glenelg, E. R. and Caledonia asked for
moderation in a call. Rev. H. McLean
was appointed to moderate at a convenient
time.

Cummittees were appointed, Conveners
as follows: On Sabbath Schouls, Rev. A,
W. McLeod; on State of Religion, Rev.
J. Turubull; on Temperance, Rev. J.
Forbes; on Statistics, Rev. J. R. Monroe;
on Remits, Rev. E. A. McCurdy; on Bock
of Rules, Rev.. A. MecL. Sinelair; on Sup-
ply. Rev. A. Falcorer.

It is announced that a General Assem-
bly of Evangelical Missious is to be held
in the City of Mexico from the 81st of
January to 3rd of February, 18388. 1t
will be composed of delegates from all the
Protestant mission societies now working
in the country. The first session wil! be
taken up with an opening serinon and cele-
bration of the Lord’s supper, and follow-
ing this two other sermons, and several
papers, the subjects of which are named,
and have been assigned.

In Germany there are about seven hun-
dred Young Men's Christian Associations,
with a membership of 40,000, They are
called **Evangelical Young Men's Assucia-
tions,” and recently held their second
National \ssembly at Dessau. ln Ger-
many these associations stand in a closer
conmection with the churches than they do
in America, but. their general ain and
work is about the same,

A cable despatch from Sydney, N. S.
Wales, states that the French commaundant
of the New RBebridee has. been ordered by
his government to withdraw from these
Islands in the present month. ‘This will
be so fur good news for our mission there,
When he really witodraws aud Sur mission
work is free fromn any unpleassnt inter-
ference, it will be a time for joy and thank-
fulneas. :
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MRS. GRAY'S SACRIFICE.

Mis. Groy drew a little breath of pure
content as she stood by the cheerful grate
fire in her cosy little library. She had
just finished her morning’s work of putting
tho parlers to rights. .

“] believe,” she said softly to herself,
“‘that I am just as near bemng perfectly
happy as it is possible for any one_to be.
1 ought to be coutent, certainly, with such
a denr, good husband and pleasant howe.”

Then, having assured herself that every-
thing was in order for the day, she ran up-
stairs to her own room and tuwk up her
Bible for her morning chapter. It was in
Malachi, She wished, as she opened to
her place, thatit was one of the Gospel’s
orEpistles. Those were written forevery-
body as long as the world should last, but
she never thought of finding any special
work for her own life in the Old Testa-
ment. She read it becauseit wasa part of
the Bible, and she thought that she must.

So now this morning, as she read, her
thoughts were not on her reading, but
down stairs, wondering what kind of a
spread would be prettiest for the little
stand in the back parlor, and if the new
statuette would not look better between
the two front windows,

Suddenly she stopped. What was that
she had just read?

“And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice,
is it not evil? and if ye offer the lame and
sick, is it not eril? Offer it now unto thy
governor, will he be pleased with thee, or
accept thy person? saith the Lord of husts.”

Her Bible slipped from her hands as she
sat gazing into the fire.

What kind of sacrifices and offerings
had she brought to God? His gifts to her
had been rich and plentiful; what had she
offered unto him? **The more John does
for me the more I want to do for him,”
she thought, with crimsoning cheeks. ‘I
just try to think of thingsto please him,
and to do for him, but Iam afraid it"isn’t
so about God. I don’tseeas I have given
anything but old clothes that we could
spare as well as not, and the regular con-
tributions, but then I spend twice as much
for things I do not really need.

“I gave myself to God, of course, along
time ago, but T am afraid that has been
anything but a perfect offering. And1do
believe,” she exclaimed in her earnestness,
*‘that imperfect as I am, instead of giving
the best of myself to God I have given it

to John, to society, and to my own plea-
sure,

“T never wouid have gone into any
evening company as tired and worn out as
I went to last Thursday evening’s meet-
ing.

“Oh, dear! if the Lord was displeased
with his people in those days, what must
he be with met” ‘

Jt was with a very penitent, humble
heart that Mrs. Grey knelt to plead for
pardon and help for the future.

Sho had an errand down town that
mourning. On her way home, she met Dr.
Rogers.  She knew him slightly; he was a
member of the church they attended, but
she was not prepared for his bright smile
of greeting and outstretched hand.

“I believe the Lord sent you to me,” he
said. **I was just asking hiin to show me
some one for a teacher in the Foundry
Mission school.  Won't you and your hus-
band each take a class? I was almoust in
despair, for we are so short of workers just
now; but I could not make-up my mind-to
give’ up the field, for the harvest is plente-
ous.

Mrs. Grey was on the point of refusing,
decidedly, when suddeuly her morning's
reading flashed into her mind.

Here was a chance for & genuine sacri-
fice, for the mission school held itssession
Sabbath afternoon, the only afternoon
when John was home, and they did enjoy
it so! To be sure, it would not take all
the afternoon, but it would spoil it.

“Tt wasn’t,” she pleaded with herself,
“‘ag though they spent the time as sume did
riding, paying- or receiving visits. To
think of giving up those nice long talks
and hours of Bible study together for
teaching those rough foundry boys and
girls! No, she could not,” she decided,
asshe hurried along. She wanted to get
as far away from that troublesome doctor
as possible.

And yet should she always offer unto
the Lord that which cost hernothing, that
which was cast off—like her last winter’s
cloak that she gave to a poor woman last
week, that which was left over from’every-
thing else?

A sudden sense of bitter shame at her
own ingratitude swept over Mrs. Grey.
He, the Lord of hosts, had redeemcd her,
he had filled her cup of blessings full and
running over. Could she refuse anything?

The hot tears sprang to her eyes; and
turning, she rapidly retraced her steps to
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Dr, Rogers’ vffice, to say: “We will take
the classes if you ave willing. I can
promise for my husband without wa’ting
to ask him., He is always ready to do his
duty, and I hope I shall be in the future,
—Intelligencer.

THE EXPLANATION.

Once while visiting the Pacific Coast I
was the guest of a very sweet Christian
man who had two daughters and three
sons. A few years after the mother
brought the eldest boy clear across the
continent to sce if I could influence him
for good. He had *‘gone to the bad.” I
was astonished. Before that young man
had beon where I lived forty-eight hours,

- hewasaquainted withevery vagabondinthe
town. That sorrowing mother turned
back to California. J wasover there again

- a few years.afterward, and found that tho -

other two boyshad also gone astray! I
watched things and soon thought I could
begin to see the trouble. The father came
to me and said he thought he'd die if
things contigued in the saine way. “‘Look
here,” I said, ‘‘where do you spend your
nights?”  “Sunday night at church,” he
said. *“*Monday I give to the interests of
the city.” He was analderman, and very
ambitious to be mayor. ‘‘Tuesday at the
Masonic lodge; then I'm senior deacon,
and, on Wednesday night I attend the
young people’s meeting; Thursday night I
am free and usually have company or go
out to dinner; Friday night it’s our regular
church prayer meeting. I'm always at
home Saturday night.” Yes in your own
room getting up your Sunday School
lesson.
with his own children. That was the
trouble. *‘Where art thou?” Is your
family altar pretty much broken down?
Are you not very regular to church? Are
you out late at night? Off you go to busi-
. ness in, the morning, -and-you take your
- lunch down town. You're a stranger in
your own house. Your own boys don't
know you'!—>Moody.

NOVEL-KILLED.

Some years ago a young lady began to
vigit her pastor’s study as a religious in-
quirer. It was during a revival, and on
every hand her young friends were com-
ing to Christ. But there she stood at the
threshold of the kingdom, wistfully look-

ing over, as if her feet were chained, She |

That father was not acquainted-

made no advance. Her pastor and her
friends were equally puzzled. Preyer was
offcred for her, and the plainest wstruc-
tion given: but she remained unmoved,
excepting to regret that she could not
become a Christian. At last, after three
months labor and anxiety, her pastor said:
‘I can do nothing with Suphia L——;she
is perfectly unmanageable. I doubt if she
will ever yield tv the claimy of the guspel.”

“What is the trouble? Can you not
discover the obstacle in her way?' was
asked.

‘I find she is an inveterate novel-reador,
and I have come to the counclusion that
this will keep her out of the kingdom.”

“‘Can she not be persuaded to give up
her novels?"

“That is not the point entirely. She
has wasted her sensibilities over unreal
obj‘?cts 8o long.—sgo continually revorsed
right 'and wrong, looking at vice in the
garb of virtue, and of virtue in that of un-
worthiness and injustice that she has de-
stroyed her moral sonse, She assents to
truth, but seems to have no power to
grasp it; she knows what is right, but has
no energy of will to do it. Her mind is
diseased and enervated, and I fear hope-
lessly so.”

When we look at the young people
daily flocking to the public libraries for
the latest novels, or see them lounging
away their best hours over the story pap-
ers and the magazines,, when we hear of
this one or that one who ‘‘does nothing
but read novels the whole day through,”
we think of Sophia L—, who is *‘ perfect-
Jy unmanageable ” on pointsof truth and
duty, and wonder too if they must be giv-
en over to mental and moral disease and
death.

Among Christians so much prominence
has been given to the deciplinary effects
of sorrow, affliction, bereavement, that
they have been in danger of overlooking
the other and most obvious side that by
every joy. by every favor, by every sign
of prosperity, yea, and by these chiefly,
God designs to educate and discipline his
children. This one-sided view of the
truth has inade many morbid, gloomy
Christians, who look for God’s hand only
in the lightning, and never think of see-
ing it in the sunlight. They only enjoy
themselves when they are miserable.—
Rev. G. Clarke.
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SIN AND CONSCIENCE.
BY REV. FRANCIS E, MARSTEN,

There are two forces that are destined
to trouble the unregenerated man. . The
one is sin anild the other conscience. DBe
sure your sin will tind yon out is Bible
anguage —a gaunt and pitiless fue to meet
at. an unexpected turn in the road,  Onu
of the great works of the Spirit is to con-
vinev of sin. He worls on tho conscience.

A man may imagine that because his
cunscience is herdened now that it will al-
ways be so, but in an hour w hen he thinks
not his moral nature may assert itself and
overwhehin him with remorse and confu-
sion in view of his transgressions,

The old Hebrew looked upon sin as a
madness,  Was he not right! Duesit not
distort. falsify and paralyzet Because
the moral nature is asleep or dead, is it
any reason thas it may not awake some-
time like a giant in his might. We have
kuown persons who seemed to lose all
their moral nature when dreaming.  We
recall

A REMARKABLE INSTANCE,

which will illustrate our point:

A frieud ol vurs, now an elderly lady,
hada dream in her youth so vivid and
wieed, and yet powerful in jts teachings,
that she retains it as a life long remem-
rance. At the time of its occurrence she
was in Rome, with a youny female, taking
in, as Awmerican tourists are wont to do,
the wonders of the eternal city,

After an arduous day of sighi-seeing
she went to bed and dreamed she and her
nieco were nursing & sick iniser. They were
together in the sick man's chamber. His
vast wealth was displayed around him.
The timo came to administer the usual
medicine.  She coully deliberated with her
niece an  the feasibility of giving her
patient a duse of poison, and taking all
the money and valuables for themselves.

She mixed the poison —gave it te him.
In her drenm she saw herself watching its
effocts. e was to fall asleep and slowly
cease to breathe. His changing features
were carefully scrutinized. by her. The
potion worked well. She felt of his
limbs as they grew geolder. When dead
she prepared him for burial.

1 have killed him, she thought, but no-
body will know it. She actually exulted
in her deed. Her moral nature was obli-

of her accomplice to her lodgings. Not &
pang of compunction crossed her mind.
With the utmost of composure she thought
of her deed and the joy her newly found
wealth gave her.

The scene chanzed.  She was in church,
but gratified and happy in what she had
done, and in her foully acquired possess-
ims.  The music rolled thitough the vast
eathedral avclies.  The service proceeded.
The choir chanted:- *“Wash me thorough-
ly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me
from my sin, For [ acknowledge my
transgressions; and my sin is ever before
me.  Against thee, thee only, have 1
sinned, and done this evil in thy sight.”

Up to this time no shadow of ill-desert
rested upon her.  Suddenly, as lighten-
ing out of a clear sky, conscience asserted
its prerugative. She saw her ghastly deed
in its true light. Iler moral nature revolt- .
ed at her act when she came to herself.
Overwhelmed with shame, remorse and
despair, feeling that the eyes of the uni-
verse were burning into her soul, she tried
to utter in one despuiring shriek the tor-
ment that consumed her. She awoke
never to forget that dream—never to have
effaced from memory the joy that thrill-
ed her when she realized that she was not
the lust, guilty creature, branded with the
curse of Cain, that her dream had depicted
her to be. Why may not this conviction
of sin, this angry blaze of cunscience come
at any moment in time orin eternity?

In such awful revulsion of the inner
life upon itself, in the revelation of its
moral rectitude marred and stained by its
own wilful act, what preveuts torment,
remorse and despair seizing upon their

rey ’

“When thou awakest,” says the Psalm-
ist, “‘thou wilt despise their image.”
Will nut the sinner alhor his own  guilti-
ness also?  And this leads us tojremark in
conclusion, how happy the soul confident
that some day he shall awake, not tobe
confronted by the ‘hovrible inage of his
sin, but tu be in the likeness of his Re- -
deemer. *‘J shall be satisted when I
awake in thy likeness.”

A Catholic legend says that the devil
gave a hermit the Jchoice of three great
vices, one of which was drunkenness.
The hermit chose this as being the least
sinful. He became drunk and he commit-

torated. She tovk his wealth witk the aid I ted the uther two.
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