Yor. 17.]

TABLE OF dGNTENTs.'
4 EEamE . <o

PAGE |
Oh, Weary Not ..

: . 24 Conversation in the Home
A Worker's Prayer........ 4 .o Earnestness

EDIPRIAL ......... 5.0,

Bogk NOTICE ..oocooofhocsvens

w

THE SENDAT-SCHOOL BANNER

8 duigned to afford aid to Sunday-school Teachers and Heads of Families in the religious

training of the young, and to excite throughout the country a deeper interest in
Bunday-school work. -

Published Monthly, 32 pages, at the low rate of
SIXTY-FIVE CENTS per Annum, invariably in advance, free or Postage,
Single copies, 10 cents.

Over ASix copies to one address, 60 oents each.
o REV. WILLIAM BRIGGS,

Publilhor,
78 & 80 King Street East, TORONTO.

TORONTO:
BRIGGS, 2" SHER.




‘BNOILVLINI 10 I4VM38

SINGER PATTERN.

This World-Renowned Sewing Machine

Is manufactured in Montreal as well as in the State of New York, and is extensively sold in all
parts of America, as well as in Europe. There are more machines of this pattern sold than of
any other pattern or principle in the world, and the WiLLiams' SINGER is now admitted by all
tha experts to be the best made and most durable ** Singer " hine in the markst. On the
question of durability read the following testimonial from a lady who has used ome of our
machines for twalva years :—

LzsuigviLig, Toronto, January 27, 1881,
Mgz.|GEoRGE DAWSON :
EAR SiR,—In reply to your inquiries regarding the Williams' Singer Machine which 1
rchased from the Company twelve years ago, [ am happy to be able to state that it has
gbe a first-class article in every respect. 1t has been constantly in use during the Y]nt elve
years, and has done all kinds of sewing with perfect satisfaction. It works as we) to-day as
when first used, and is nothing the worse of the wear yet. MRS. GEORGE LESLIE.

In consequence of the rapid increase of our business we have been obliged to remove
our Toronto Office to larger and more commodiouk premises in the new building adjoin-
ing the Mail Office.

Head Office. 847 Notre Dame St., Montreal ;
D. GRAHAM, Manager.

Toronto Office, B8 King Street, West ;
GEO. DAWSON, Agent.
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Oh, Weary Not.
MRS, E. N. STEWARD.
““Be not weary in well doing, for in due season
ye shall reap if ye faint not.”

Oun, weary nut—'tis morning yet,

And sower, scatter wide your seed,
The coming harvest ne'er forget

Which brings to thee its golden meed.

Oh, scatter far while morning dew
Is weeping gently from the vine,
If thou art only faithful, true.
[ Oh, what a glorious harvest thine.

What though upon the barren sand
A portion of your seed should fall?
Oh, do not, then, withhold your hand,
But scatter broad, and scatter all.

What though the stony land receive
A fragment of your scattered grain !
’ Oh, lose no time to mourn and grieve,
Assured your labour's not in vain,

Be loyal to your honest toil—

Ye morning sowers, busy keep—
Be faithful tillers of the soil,

And in the autumn ye shall reap.

Life's early harvest's ripe e'en now,
And in her fields with busy hand,
With sunburnt cheek and swarthy brow,
The faithful reapers ready stand.

Oh, Zion's watchman, weary not,

But on her walls her iruth proclaim ;
Oh, be her conquest ne'er forgot,

And battle bravely for the same.

" MAY, 1885,

b

Oh, weary not, ye suffering ones,
Ve struggling ones, do not despair,
‘When doing good below is done,

Ye shall the garb of angels wear.
i S

A Worker's Prayer.
Lorp, speak to me, that I may speak,
In living echoes of Thy tone ;
As Thou hast sought, %o let me seek
Thy erring children, lost and lone. ,

O lead me, Lord, that I may lead

The wandering and the wavering feet !
O feed me, Lord, that I may feed

Thy hungering ones with manna sweet !

O strengthen me, that while I stand
Firm on the rock and strong in Thee,
I may stretch out a loving hand
To wrestlers with the troubled sea !

O teach me, Lord, that I may teach
The precious things Thou dost impart ;
And wing my words, that they may reach
The hidden depths of many a heart !

O give Thine own sweet rest to me,

That I may speak with soothing power
A word in season, as from Thee,

To weary ones in needful hour !

O fill me with Thy fulness, Lord,
Until my very heart o'erflow

In kindling thought and glowing werd,
Thy love to tell, Thy praise to show.

O use me Lord—use even me,

Just as Thou wilt, and when and where.
Until Thy blessed face I see,

Thy rest, Thy joy, Thy glory share !
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TORONTO, MAY, 1883,
Coming out of Winter Quarters,

As the sunny warmth of spring approaches,
the bears and other hybernating animals which
have been sleeping through the months of win-
ter crawl forth from tﬁcir caves, gaunt and
hungry and emaciated,

hools, which have animation during
the winter, are awakening ugain to life with the
long days of the spring, and are at first equally
starved-looking and emaciated,

Now, we are free to admit that there may be
circumstances under which it is difficult or even
impossible to have the school ol»en all winter
long.  There have been times an places nluriu‘{
this last winter when storms, snow-drifts, an
severe weather made it necessary to close for a
time even the public day-schools. But we have
not heard of any place where the day-schools
were closed from November till April, as was the
case with too many Sunday-schools. Now we
think that where a day-school can be kept open
—when the childven can trudge through snow-
drifts five days in the week, and remain five or
six hours a day—they can walk once a week on
Sunday, to remain a couple of hours,

So the hybernating |-
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Let the aim be that at every place throughout
our Church where there is pruc‘uinq, there may
also be a Sunday-school. * We ask the cordial
co-operation of every minister and every earnest-
hearted layman to accomplish this desit. 4 result.
Wherever'a dozen children can be gathered in a
farm kitchen or a country school-house, will not
some friend of the little ones get them together
to teach them the word of God and the way of
Life Wil not the ministers at every appoint-
ment where there is no school, ask some one to
do this ! The schools will be in the future the
best nursery of the Church. From these, as the
result of regular religious instruction, the
Church will he more largely recruited than from
any other source. Let us gather in the children
of our own households and train them up for
God. It is well to seck out the adults and to
Jreach to them ; but don’t neglect the children,
They are more hopefui subjects for conversion,
and will make, if propurly trained, better and
more intelligent Christians than those con verted
later in life, Let us remember especially the
Saviour’s last command to feed the lambs of the
flock.

In starting new schools and helping poor ones,
the Sunday-school Aid and Extension i:'umi will
to the utmost extent of its ability co-operate
and help. Al that is necessary is to write te
the Editor of the BANNER, and” forms of appli-
cation will be forwarded, on filling up which
with a statemeat of the necessities of the case,
assistance in the way of Lesson Helps, Books
aud Papers will be furnished so far as the re-
sources of the Aid and Extension Fund will
permit ; and these resources can be indefinitely
increased through the liberality of the larger
and stronger schools. We covet for the Sunday-
school wing of the army of our Church that
cordial support which will enable us to win
greater victories for the cause of God than any
other department of our Churck work,

Book Aotices

The Sunday-School, and its Methods, A Prac-
tical Treatise for Earncst Workers, By the
Rev. J. A. Lyoxs. Nashville, Tenn, : South-
ern Methodist Publishing House. Toronto :
W, Briggs. Price §1.25,

Here is, at last, in a volume of over 500 pages,
an adequate treatment of one of the most impor-
tant departments of Christian work. It is some-
what remarkable that such a book has not before
appeared. But we are thankful to have it at last,
h{r. Lyons is the Sunday-school Secretary of his
Conference, and an enthusiast in Sunday-school
work. He gives first a brief historic account ol
the Sunday-school movement, then a couple of
chapters on the relations of Home and School,
and Church and School. He discusses intelli-
gently the internal y of Schools—the
Superintendent, officers and leaders, their train-
ing, ete. ; the week-day and Sabbath work of

the School—the preparation and teaching of the
lesson. There foli‘IDWI a closing chapter on the
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Records: Finance, Library and its t,

v

take an i in the studies of their

Song Service, the Black-board—Use of Printers’
Ink—Conventions, ete. On all these points onr
author offers very valuable suggestions. On

children, and converse with them on them, We
rejoice at the spread of the C. 8. L. C. on this

It supplies subjects in which the whole
household can become interested.

one of these subjects, Fi hools, we
make some remarks in another column, The
remarks on teaching, securing attention, ques-
tioning, etc ; and on the great end of Sunday-
school work—discipleship in the Church of Christ
—are of great value. One subject we should like
to have seen more fully treated—viz. : Sunday-
school periodicalsand Lesson Helps; but the work
on the whole is the most complete we know on
Sunday-school topics.

———ere——
Conversation in the Home.

AMONG home amusements the best is the good
old habit of conversation, the talking over the
events of the day in bright and quick play of
wit and fancy, the story which brings the laugh,
and the speaking the good and kind things which
all have in their hearts. It is not so much by
dwelling upon what the members of the family
have in common, as bringing each to the other
something interesting and smusing, that home-
life is to ﬁe made cheerful «na joyous. Each one
must do his part to make conversation genial and
happy. We are too ready to converse with news-
papers and books, to seek some companion at the
store, hotel, club-room, and to forget that home
is anything more than a place to sleep and eat in.
The revival of conversation, the entertainment of
one another, as a roomful of people will enter-
tain themselves, is one secret of a happy home.
Whercver it is wanting, disease has struck into
the root of the tree; there is a want which
is felt with increasing force as time goes on,
Conversation in mun{ cases is just what pre-
vents many people from rel;,;:lmg into utter
selfishness at their firesides, is conversation
should not simply occupy husband and wife, and
other older members or the family, but extend
itself to the children. Parents should be care-
ful to talk with them, to enter into their life, to
share their trifles, to assist in their studies, to

—

Earnestneas,

EArNEsTNESS of purpose is the secret of sue-
cess, Without it man never achieved anything
great or good. With it wonders in art, science,
and literature have been accomplished.

Earnestness implies concentration of thought
and energy, and that always strengthens for
action.

The sun's rays burn when brought to a focus,
It is the water turned into a narrow channel, not
left to spread itself ‘‘at its own sweet will " ina
wide morass, that drives the mill. So it is the
motive power of individuals directed into one
channel that does the real work of the world.

It may be pleasant to flit like the butterfly
from one pursuit to another and enjoy a little of
each, but the end will show a butterfly’s success.
Better the busy little bee that, starting with one
flower in the morning, refuses every other, kind
during the day, and carries home a plentiful
store, Granted that it does contract the field of
vision, that it does narrow down to one path, still
something will be done, some goal reached.

A man of one idea, holding it firmly, knowing
it and all its connections and bearings, accom-
glinhgl more than those who have a thousand,

ut all floating in dim uncertainty, constantly
eluding the grasp. If, like the many-sided
Goethe, we had gigantic powers of mind, un-
limiied leisure in a quiet German town, a king
our devoted friend, ready to supply our every
want, then we might do as he did, and succeed
in many directions ; but the most of us are
plain men and women of ordinary talents, little
or noqpisure, bread-and-butter wants pressing,
and the busy, restless life of the nineteenth cen-
tury around us, What is the great need? Not
energy—we have it. Not industry—that, too
may be ours, Not resources—they are at our

meet them in the thoughts and feelings of their
childhood. It is a great step in education when
around the evening lamp are gathered the differ-
ent members of a large family, sharing their
occupations with one another, the older assisting
the younger, each one ontributing to the enter-
tainment of the other, and all feeling that the
evening is passed only too rapidly away., Thisis
the truest and best amusement, It is the health
education of great and noble characters. There
is the freedom, the breadth, the joyousness of
natural life. The time spent thus by rmntu in
the higher entertainment of their children, bears
a harvest of eternal blessings, and the evenings
furnish just the time.

Few subjects will furnish more interesting
themes for conversation than the Sunday-school
Lesson. Let Turenu and young people try it.
But to make it intelligent they must inform

themselves upon it. Anything that thus strength-
ens the bonds of sympathy will make family life
brighter, more beautiful and more happy. Let

But a purpose, an ubject, well,

wisely, thoughtfully c?meen ; then earnestness in

the pursuit. We must do this, or the waves of

the great sea of life will roll over us, and we sink

i‘nto its depths ‘* unknelled, uncoffined, and un-
nown, "

Lnmma o

Do Nor expect ever to get something for
rothing. It is not the way in this world. And
do not be deceived by the alluring offer of Ten
Dollars’ worth of books for Oie Dollar ; for you
will be certain to find that your purchase will be
found worth much less than you pay for it.
The time will never come when really desirable
articles ean be bought regularly and steadily at
prices below their cost of manufacture.

i P s mat—

TrE Sunday School Times gives this definition
of an agnostic : “One who doesn’t know any-
thing, and is proud of the fau. "
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BIBLE LESSONS.

SECOND QUARTER—STUDIES IN THE AOTS OF THE APOSTLES.

MAY,

I3,

Nora—The Seripture verses to be committed to memory are indicated by an index [ g4) at the ide,

LESSON VI.—PETER PREACHING T0 THL GENTILES,

Acts 10. 30-44,

A, D, 0.

30 And Cornelius said, Four

B‘m,:w"% (luyu ago I was fasting until

this hour ; and at the ninth

ru AN hour I prayed in my house,
d and, behold, @a man stood
before & me in bright clothin, k

L S R a Chap. 1, 10.—‘3 Luke 24, 4, 8

81 And said, Cornelius ¢ thy prayer is heard,
d and thine alms are had in remembrance in the
sight of God.

¢ Dau. 10, 12,——d Prov, 14, 81; Matt. 6. 4; 10 42;
25, 40 ; Heb, 6. 10,

32 Send therefore to Joppa, and call hither
Simon, whose surname is Peter ; he is lodged in
the house of one Simon a tanner by the seaside ;
who, when he cometh, shall speak unto thee,

33 Immediately therefore I sent to thee ; and
thou hast well done that thou art come, Now
therefore are we all here present before God, to
hear all things that are commanded thee of God.

34 Then Peter opened his mouth, and said,
¢ OF ' truth I perceive that God is no respecter
of persons :

€5 Deut. 14, 17 ; 2 Chron. 10, 7; Job 84, 19 3 Rom,
l& 1117; Gal.2.6; Eph. 6.9; Col, 8, 11, 25 ; 1 Pet,

35 But / in every nation he that feareth him,
and worketh righteousness, is accepted with
im,
JChap. 16, 9; Rom, 2, 18; 3. 22; 10, 12; 1 Cor,
12 13; Gal, 8. 98 Eph. 2,12; 8. 6,

36 The word which God sent unto the children
of Israel, preaching g peace by Jesus Christ :
(A he is Lord of all ;)

g1, 57.10; Eph. 2.17; Col, 1. 20.—h Dan, 7,
14 ; Mawt. 28, 18; chap. 2. 22; 4, ¥7; Rom, 10,
12; 1 Cor. 15. 27; Eph. 1. 20; 1 Pet. 8, 92;
Rev, 17, 14 ; 19. 16,

37 That word, I say, ye know, which was pub.
lished throughout all Judea, and began from
Galile:, after the baptism which John preached :

38 How i God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Ghost and with power ; who went
about doing good, and healing all that were op-
pressed of the devil ; for j God was with him.

% Luke 4, 18 ; Heb. 1. 9.~jJdohn1;8 2;Col 2.9,

And we are witnesses of all things which

he did both in the land of the Jews, and in
Jerusalem ; whom they slew and hanged on a
tree :

40 Him God raised up the third day, aud
shewed him openly ; .

41 Not £ to all the people, but unto witnesses
chosen before of God, even to us, who 7 did eat
and drink with him after he rose from the dead.

k John 14, 17— John 21, 18,

47 42 And m he commanded us to preach unto

the people, and to testify a that it is he which

May &

was ordained of God to be the Judge of o quick
and dead.
m Matt, 28, 19.—n John 5. 22.——o Rom, 14,9
2Cor. 6. 10; 2 Tim. 4. 1; 1 Pet, 4, 6.

4443 To p him give all the prophets witness,
that through his name whosoever believeth in
him shall receive remission of sins,

» s, 68. 11 ; Jor. 81, 84 ; Dan, 9, 24; Mic. 7. 18 ;
Zech. 18, 1; Mal, 4, 2.

£744 While Peter yet s‘pnke these words, the
Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the
word.

GENERAL STATEMENT,

The Gospel is now ready to burst the narrow
bands of Judaism, and stands upon the threshold
of the larger world, eager for its mission of salva-
tion for all mankind, ~Here and there are already
a few individual believers, outside the pale of
Israel according to the flesh : a nobleman from
Africa, a handful of liberal-minded men of An-
tioch ; but there is need of an apostolic authority
oud a divine testimony to assure the Church of
its privilege to preach Christ as the Saviour of
all the world. "The hour has now come when
the glorious heritage of universal salvation is to
be made known, By the Mediterranean shore a
praying centurion is seeking after light upon the
question of his duty toward God's anclent prople
and the new Gnnlw{ By that same shore, thirty
miles to the south, the leader of the apostles,
already liberated from narrow scruples, is in
communion with the Lord. The one hears an
angel’s voice directing him to the other ; and the
other beholds a strange vision—a vast sheet held
by its c.rners, .et down from heaven, containing
various forms of animal life—and by the voice of
God is led into a readiness to follow the openings
of the Divine Will. What must have been the
fisherman's thoughts as for a day he walked
along in the sound of the Mediterranean surf, to
preach his first sermon before a Gentile com.
pany ! They arrive at Cesarea, they pass under
the frown'ng walls of the prison where anothey
apostle shail yet dwell, and of the yalace where
lie shall yet preach to Felix and to Festus ; they
enter the Gentile dwelling-place, forbidden to
Jewish feet, and now the chief of the apostles
stands face to face with a Gentile congregation,
He sets forth the same Gospel which in other
days he has proclaimed to Jews, the forgiveness
of sing through faith in Christ, without the re.

i of cir ision or bership in the
Jewish body. ~And ere his uddress is over, the
desconding Spirit, as at Pentecost, accredits his
message as from God, and falls alike upon Jews *

"

"
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and Gentiles, hencoforth one in the brotherhood
of Christ,

ELPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL
NOTEN,

Verse 30. Cornelivs, Hewasa Roman
centurion, an officer comr auding a company of
one hundred men, at Cesarea on the sea-coast.
Like many of the intelligent men of his time, he
had ceased to believe in the mythology of the
ancient world, and had accepted the Jewish doc-
trine of the one God. He was a humble and
reverent inquirer after the true religion ; proba-
bly had heard of Jesus and the Gospel, (vers. 36,
37,) and was perplexed with the question whether
it was necessary to become a Jew in order to be a
Christian. Four days ago. See the account
in vers, 1.6. Fasting. He had united fasting
with his prayer from the earnestness of his feel-
ing. 1. When the soul is with God, the body
must be forgotten. Until this hour. “ Until
this hour of the day.” The ninth hour.
Three o'clock. The ¥nct of his fasting is not
given in the Revised Version, which has, *‘I
v keeping the ninth hour of prayer in my
house.” * This was the third of the daily times for
worship among the Jews. In my house.
2. God rewards secret and family prayer as well
as the public worship. A man. Here de-
scribed according to his appearance, but in verse
3, according to the reality, as an angel. ’

81, Thy prayer is heard. He had
doubtless been praying for light upon the Gospel
and his duty toward it. 8. All true prayer on
esrth is heard in heaven. Thine "
Gifts to the needy, offered not in ostentation, but
from love. Had in remembrance. The
deeds of mercy had been seen, and the heart of
the doer of them had been vecognized by the
Lord; and now they were to receive their re-
ward. 4. God sees our works while he hears our
words of prayer.

32. Send therefore, Though the angel
came to answer the centurion’s prayer, he sent
him to a saved man to learn the way to salvation.
5. God honours disciples by making them the
necessary instrumentalities of the salvation of
others. To Jop{n, An ancient city on the
sea-coast, where Peter was staying after the
restoration of Dorcas. See notes Lesson V,
Simon. This had been the apostle's earlier
name during his fisherman-days. Surname
is Peter, ‘ The Rock,” a name given him by
Jesus. See John 1, 42, and Matt. 16, 18. The

1 of leadership in his character made him
‘‘ the chief of the apostles.”
Simon a tanner. The house is still shown,
perhaps on the true location since it is outside
the town, and has a spring of water in its court-
yard ; both of which would be found at a tannery
in the East. 6. The places unnoticed by man
may be the ones best known to the angels.

0 when he cometh. This clause is
omitted from Rev. Ver. Speak unto thee.
Or, as in Peter's report, *“Shall tell the words

whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved," ed

88. Immediately. 7. Onewho is in ear-
nest will not delay find mg the way of salvation.
I sent to thee, By three trusty m:ssengers,
who arrived just after Peter’s vision. See Gen-
eral Statement. Thou art come. It wasa
journey of thirty-five miles southward. Are
we uil here, There was prasent a company
of Gentile friends with Cornelius, To hear
all things. Not to hear in the spirit of cur-
iosity or criticism, but of willing acceptance.
Commanded thee of God. He listens,
not to the man, but to the messenger of God.

34. Peter. Whose mind had been pre-
pared by the vision of the great sheet for the
reception of the truth which he was now about
to aunounce. Opened his mouth. An
expression used at the beginning of a discourse,
and not an ordinary conversation. Of a truth
I perceive. He had always believed this in a
general way, but the fulness and grandeur of
the truth he now for the first time realized. No
respecter of persons. That is, he now
saw what had always been true, that men were
not to be saved because they were Jews, but that
all men, Gentiles as well as Jews, were held in
the same regard by the heavenly Father,

35. Feareth him and worketh
righteousness, The two universal require-
ments are a reverence for God as far as he is
known, and a life which is the outgrowth of that
reverence. Among those who have heard of
Jesus this will be lﬁown by faith in him ; among
those ignorant of Christ, by righteousness as a

rincip?e of life. Accepted with him.

hat 1s, stands in the enjoyment of the divine
favour, and with the privilege of eternal life.
But all this is conditioned upon an obedience to
God, so far as God is known.

86. The word. The Gospel ot Christ.
Sent unto the children of Irrael. It
was sent to Israelites firet, that they might in
turn give it to all the world. Prea.o‘ixi
peace, The Rev. Ver. has ‘preachin,
tidings of Kelce," that is, the goo-l) news of salva-
tion, which had heretofore been proclaimed as a

rivilege of Jews only. He is Lord of all.

eter wished to guard against the impression
that Jesus was no more than a religious teacher
or a prophet, by ing his sup suth-
ority.

37, 38. That word...ye know. This
shows that Cornel s and his Gentile friends
were not ignorant of Christianity, which had been
introduced into Cesarea by Philip the evangelist.
Lesson IL, ver. 40. They had doubtless attended
the synagogue of the Jews, and heard the dis-
cussions op the lub{'ect; were ready to believe,
and were perplexed by the apparent prerequisite
of circumcision as proselytes {0 Judaism, hb—
lished throughout all Judea. This
refers to the apostolic preaching after the ascen-
sion. Began from Galilee. In the Say-
iour's personal ministry. How anoint-
. Rev. Ver., ** Even Jesus of Nazareth, how
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God anointed him.” The u‘linelwonl means HOME READINGS,

Christ, Messiah, Anointed, and the expression | 7 Peter preaching to the Gentiles. Acts 10.
might read, *How God Christ-ed, Messiah-ed | ‘7, l’:te:'nl vision. Acts leo. 1-16. FBO-“.

Jesus, that is, made him the Christ. Went
about doing good. An epitome of the
Saviour's life on earth, 8. What a noble record
to leave on the ear:h ! And that record may be
ours! Gtod was with him, Asan indwell-
ing presence,

30, 40,41, We are witnesses. It
was fhe special mission of the apostles to bear
testimony from personal knowledge to the facts
of Christ's life, resurrection, and ascension.
‘Whom they slew. He was not ashamed
to tell a Roman officer of the shameful death of
the Saviour. 9. Ever let us glory in the cross of

W. The vision explained. Acts 10, 17.29,

Th. Peter’s defence. Acts 11, 1-18,

F. The covenant with Abraham. Gen. 15, 1-18.
8. The covenant of grace. Rom. 11, 12-25.

8. Salvation for Gentiles. Col. 8, 1-18.

Time,—A.D. 40.

Place.-—Cesarea Stratonis, on the coast of
Palestine,

Connecting Links.—1. The angel appear-
ing to Cornelius. Acts 10. 1.6. 2. The vision
of Peter. Acts 10. 7-16. 3. Peter's journey to
Cesarea. Acts 10. 17-29,

—Fasting until this hour—

1 41

Christ! On a tree. A favourite exp

of Peter, both in his discourses and epistles, in
mentioning the cross. Shewed him open-
ly. Rev. Ver.,, **Gave him to be made mani-
fest.” TUnto witnesses chosen. A
sufficient number for evidence, but not to gratify
curiosity. Over five hundred saw him at one
time. 1. Cor. 15. 6. Hat and drink with
him. This would clearly show that the appear-
ances were not imaginary.

42, He commanded us. Rev. Ver,
*“Charged us,” a weighty and authoritative com-
mission. To preach....and to testify.
True preaching is to bear witness to Jesus as
Saviour. Peter here announces Jesus as present
Saviour and as coming Judge. Quick. The
living. 10. The faith%ul preacher fails not to
proclaim Christ’s judgment as well as his mercy.

43. All the prophets. That is, the
general current of prophetic teaching was toward
Christ. Through his name. Through
the divine power represented by his name.
‘Whosoever believeth. Faith is the sole

qui t ; not cir ision into Judaism, but
personal trust in Christ as Saviour. Remission
of sins. Forgiveness, acceptance with God,
and every privilege of the Jewish believer was
thus promised to these Gentiles.

44. While Peter yet sﬁake. Before
his discourse was ended. The Holy Ghost
fell. A divine spiritual illumination, manifest-
ing itself on these Gentiles in the same way as on
the Jewish believers at Pentecost, and thus at-
testing the same origin, and the equality of all
in privilege. On all them which heard.
On the Jewish believers who had come with
Peter from Joppa, and on Cornelius and his
fellow Gentiles. This was the divine seal on the
new development of the Gospel, henceforth indi-
eated to be for all people.

GOLDEN TEXT.
On the Gentiles also was poured out the
gift of the Holy Ghost. Acts 10, 45,
OUTLINE,
Story. v. 30-83.

1. The
2. The Sermon. v, 34-43,
3. The Spirit. v. 4.

Exp
Until the same hour on that day. Ninth hour—
About three o'clock. A4 man stood before me—
An angel, in the form of a man. Thy prayer is
heard—His prayer to know the truth about God

and his duty. Thine alms—Gifts to the poor.
Call hither—About thirty.five miles,  Speak
unto thee—To show the way of salvation.  HWe

are all here—Cornelius and his friends. Com-
manded thee—Cornelius looked upon Peter as the
messenger of God., God is no respecter—Peter
had always supposed that the Gospel was meant
for Jews only. He now saw that God desired to
ive the Gospel to all men. Feareth him—
king up to God with love and reverence, and
obeying him.  Worketh righteousness — Does
right as far as he knows how to do it. Accepted
—Looked upon with favour by God. Peace by
Jesus Christ-—Peace with God and in the heart.
Lord of all—Peter wished all to know that Jesus
is the son of God, and over all. Began from
@alilee—Where Jesus commenced preaching.
God anointed Jesus—God made Jesus the Christ
and Saviour of men. Went about dving good—
Setting his followers an example in so doing.
We are wilnesses—Peter and the rest of the
apostles, Hanged on a tree—The cross. Shewed
him openly—As living after death. Unto wit-
nesses—Those who could speak from knowledge
Eat and drink—Thus showing that he was
surely living.  Quick and dead—The living and
dead.  Remission — Forgiveness. The Holy
Ghost fell—The same spirit as at Pentecost.
All them which heard—The Gentiles as well as
the Jews.:

LENSON HYMNS,
No. 740, New Hymn Book. 7s.
Earth, rejoice, our Lord is King !
Sons of men, his ‘yrnineu sing !

Sing ye in trinmg hant strains,
Jesus the Messiah reigns !

Power is all to Jesus given,

Lord of hell, and earth, and heaven,
Every knee to him shall bow ;
Satan, hear, and tremble now !

Angels and archangels join,
All trinmphantly combine,
All in Jesus' praise agree,
Carrying on his victory.
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No. 746, New Hymn Book. 1ls.

Onward, Christian soldiers, marching as to war,
Looking unto Jesus, who is gone before !
Christ, the Royal Master, leads against the foe ;
Forward into battle see his banuers go.
Onward, Christian soldiers, marchis ; 1s to war,
Looking nnto Jesus, who is gone belore !

Like a mighty army, moves the Church of God ;
Brothers, we are treading where the saints have

trod ;
We are not divided, all one body we,
One in hope and doctrine, one in charity.
Onward, Christian soldiers, ete.

€rowns and thrones may perish, kingdoms rise
and wane,

But the Church of Jesus constant will remain ;

Gates of hell can never 'gainst that Church pre-
vail ;

We have Christ's own promise, which can never
fail.

Onward, Christian soldiers, ete.

QUESTION FOR HOME sTUDY,
1. The Story, v. 80-33. Who told the

story? Who “as this man? Acts 10. 1, 2.
Who a .\-m o him ! See ver. 3. What com-
fort di(l g him ! 'What did the angel tell
him to ¢ For what was he to send for Peter?

How was Cornelius an example to us ?

2. The Sermon, v. 34-43. Who preached
it, where, and to whom? With what words did
itopen? How had God shown that he was no
respecter of persons? Who is accepted before
God? About whom did Peter tell?  What four
facts did he tell about Jesus? How did Peter
show that Jesus rose from the dead ? What was
commanded, and what promised through Jesus?
How may we have our sins forgiven ?

8. The Spirit, v. 44, What came while
Peter was preaching !  Upon whom did he come?
What did his coming prove?! [GoLpex Texr.]
How may we have his presence ! Acts 2. 38,

TEACHINGS OF THE LESNON.
Where in this lesson may we find—

1. That God's mercies are for all men !

2. That Christ brings forgiveness to all men ?

8. That the Spirit may be given to all men ?

The Lesson Catechism.—(For the entire
school). 1. Who was the first Christian among
the Gentiles? Cornelius, a Roman centurion,
2. Who preached the Gospel to him ? Peter the
apostle. 3. How did Peter say that all men
could receive remission of sins? By believin
in Jesus. 4. What came upon those who hurg
while Peter was speaking? *The Holy Ghost.

DocTrINAL 8 TION,—The
salvation.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR NTUDENTSN,

1. The Story, v. 30-33. Whom was
Cornelius addressing? What evidence of his

diti

of

religious life did he give? What evidence of his
acceptance did he receive? What direction was
given him by the angel t What indication is there

of his prompt obedience? What was his great
desire !

2. The Sermon, v. 34-43. What new
lesssn had Peter learned? ~ Who find favor with
God? To whom was the Gospel first offered !
What did it proclaimt Of what were the apos-
tles the especial witnesses? What hope is here
offered to tho Gentiles? What is said in Rom.
10. 11, 12?

3. The Spirit, v. 44.  What occurred at
the close of the sermon? What alone hinders
tlie 'reception of the Holy Spirit by Jew or Gen.
tile

PRACUICAL TEACHINGNS,
Wherein do we learn—

That God hears the prayers of the sincere in
heart ?

That earnest prayer for divine guidance will be
divinely answered ?

That spiritual gifts are within the reach of all
men ?

That salvation is through faith in Jesus ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

Who was Cornelius? A Roman soldier, who
believed in God. Who appeared in a dream to
him? An angel in bri;sht raiment.  What did
the angel tell him? That God had heard his

rayer. What command did he give Cornelius ?
'o send for Peter. What had God told Peter?
To go to Cornelius,  After greeting Peter, where
did Cornelius lead him ? Into a room fille with
his fricuds.  What were Cornelius and his friends
called by the Jews? Gentiles. What did they
ask of Peter? To speak God’s word to them.
What new light came to Peter? That Christ
died to save both Jews and Gentiles. How did
the Jews think of the Gentiles? As unclean.
What did God mean to teach Peter by the vision
he had given him ? That all men who love and
obey him are clean in his sight. Whom did
Peter then preach to them! Jesus crucified.
What promise did Peter give them ! God's prom-
ise of salvation to all who believe in him. How

“| was this promise kept? The Holy Ghost came

while Peter was speaking. GorLpeNy Texr,
What is the teaching of this lesson ! That God
is no respecter of persons,

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE,

It makes no difference to God—Whether you
are Jew or Gentile. Whether you are black or
white. Whether you are rich or poor. He will
take you for his child if you only love and obey
him.

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
The Spirit of the Successful Seeker after God.
I. A Sevr-DENyING SPIRIT,

I was fasting until this hour. v. 30.

“Turn ye even to me....with fasting.”
Joel 2. 12,
II. A PRAYING SPIRIT.
Th?' rayer is heard. v. 31.
l?rnw nigh to God. . .he will. . .to you.”
James 4. 8.
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III. A Heverur Seirir,
Thine alms are had in remembrance, v. 31,
““ Blessed 4s he that considereth the poor.”
Psa, 41, 1,
IV. Aw OBEDIENT SPIRIT.
Immediately. .. .I sent to thee, v. 33,
“Made haste. . . .to keep thy command-
ments."‘ Psa. 119. 60.
V. A TeAcHABLE SpPIRIT.
We are here. .. .to hear all things, v. 33,
“Ye received it, ., .as the word of God,”
1 Thess, 2. 13.
VL. A REVERENT SPIRIT,
He that feareth, ...is accepted, v. 35.
“Feareth the Lord. . him shall he teach,”
Psa. 25, 12,
VIL. A Ricareous Seirir,
Worketh righteousness. .is accepted. v, 35,
“I will walk....with a perfect heart,”
Psa. 101, 2,
VIIL. A BeLieviNg Spirir,
Whosoever believeth in him. . . remission.

V. 3
“Thy faith hath saved thee.” Luke 7. 50.

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
God's Answer to the Seeker's Prayer.

1. God hears the prayer of every earnest
soul which approaches Him, v, 31.

2. God honours the good works done in the
spirit of love to man. v. 31,

8. God sends His angels to give direction
to those who are sincerely seeking for light.
v. 30-32.

4. God provides instruction for those who
sincerely (&aire it, v. 32,

5. opens the way for the proclamation
of Christ and salvation to those who are ready
to receive it v, 36-42,

6. God extends the forgiveness of sins to
those who sincerely seek mercy. v, 43,

7. God bestows the influence of the Holy
Spirit upon those who seek after it. v, 44,

CATECHINWN QUESTION,
1. You have learned that man was made to
kenow, love, and serve God : have all men done so ?
Although man was made to know, love, and
serve God, yet he has not done so 3 for “all have

sinned, and come short of the glory of God."—
Rom. 3. 23

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES,
BY SARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

I REMEMBER a church, around the gate of
which might be seen, Sunday after Sunday, a
large crowd assembled long before the hour
of service. The gates were kept shut until a
certain time, but every now and then the
doorkeeper opened one of them o little to
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crowd passing through. These, I believe,
were regular attendants who were unable to
procure sittings of their own, and to whom
therefore the privilege was accorded of being
first in the free seats, A stranger might
have imagined that these only were to be
allowed to enter. But by-and-by, when the
proper time came, the gates were thrown
wide open, and every one might go in who
chose,

The passage for to-day gives us the story of
an opened door, And further on in the is-
torian’s narrative we get the name of this
door, It is the “door of faith.” Chap. 14,
27. Let us ask :

What was there inside this door ?

If any one had asked, when the gates of
that church were opened and the crowd
eagerly flocked in, “ What does this mean ?
What is there inside 7’ he might have been
told that there was a preacher who attracted
numbers by the interest and excellence of
what he said, and that it was worth waiting
for some time to get in and hear him. How
was it with “the door of faith,” We are
told of two things inside it :

1. Peace—just the very thing that was
lacking outside. Men had invented for
themselves many pleasures, but they had not
found a rest for their hearts, When death
drew near, there was no glad future for them
beyond. The story of Damocles, over whose
head, as he sat in the seat of kingly luxury,
hung the sword suspended by a single thread,
gm true picture of the human race without
od,

2. Forgiveness of sins, Sin is the true
seécret of lack of peace. The man whose
conscience is awake knows that he is unfit,
with his guilt upon him, to enter the unseen
world, and stand in the presence of the Ruler
and Judge of all,

But peace, and the forgiveness of sins, are
God’s own gitts, So we see that the “door
of faith” opened right into His treasure-
hrﬁnse, giving access to all it contained. Now
ask—

Who stood outside the door ?

A great crowd—the Gentile world as a
whole. To the Jews it was o ven—had long
been open. And now and t‘mn a Gentile
here and there had obtained admittance,
Matt. 15, 21-31 ; Acts 2. 10 ; 8.27-89. But
hardly any one dreamed of its being set open
to the Gentiles generally, The cummanfeu
“go into all the world” was barely under-
stood.  But at length the time came for the
door to be opened.  Now ask—

Who opened the door ?

I remember some extensive and beautiful
grounds upon which outsiders might in vain
cast a longing eye, For entrance was forbid-

allow of certain persons who had Jjoined the

den, and the way barred up. No one could
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complain. The owner had a right to do as
he liked with his property, Had I one day
found the gates wide open, I should have
said, “Then Mr.—— has opened his grounds.”
For only he himself could give permission to
enter, though he employeﬁ his servants to
carry out his design. If the door into God’s
treasure-house was to be opened he himself
must do it—that is, must design and order
it. And in due time the order came, One
of those who stood outside was bidden to call
for admittance, and one of God’s servants
received instructions to respond to the call,
To Peter it was given to be the first to. open
the door. Ask—

How did Peter open it ?

Vers. 34-43 tell us this. He spoke to the
waiting assembly of Jesus, He told them of
Jesus treading this earth as a man, as the
Friend of man, as the crucified Saviour, as
the risen Lord, as the Judge of quick and
dead. Something of this the listeners had
already heard. But they had never been
told the real meaning of it—that it was for
them, Now they had heard this, the door
was open to them, They had hut to believe
it, nn«s then the door was entered And, as
the succeeding verses tell us, they did enter
at once into the treasure-house, and became
partakers of the same blessings enjoyed by
the Jewish believers, .

Now ask four more questions :

1. Have we entered in at that door? We
are the successors of those Gentiles. We have
heard the story of the Cross and the *Resur-
rection. We have Leen told that Christ &ied
and rose for us, (od’s treasure-house of
things stands open to us, The opened door
is of no good if we pass it by. But“if we
beligve in Jesus as our Saviour, forgiveness
of sins, peace, and all other blessings are ours,
We are inside,

2. Is the door open to all men? As far as
the Master is concerned, Yes, He has given
the order that all may enter, “whosoever
will.”  But look at Rom. 10. 14, “ How shall
they believe on Lim of whom they have not
heard ? and how shall they hear without a
preacher?” And millions” have not heard.
The door is, practically, shut to them. The
servants have not yet carried out the Master’s
order to open it.

it? Those already in-

3. Who is to n[ien
. “Let him that heareth

side. You and
say, Come,”

4. How shall we open it 1 Speak of Jesus,
Help others to tell of Him, Help to send
out the Gospel news. And so we shall see
many more *“ enter into his gates with thanks-
giving, and into his courts with praise,”
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BEREAN METHODS.
Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the Class.

Draw the map, showing the relative posi-
tion of Jerusalem, Joppa, and Cesarea. . ..
The character of Cornelius as here exhibited,
+...Cirenmstances which made the faith and
zeal of Cornelius remarkable : 1. His heathen
origin ; 2. His godless surroundings ; 3. His
rank and station, etc. ... The two visions and
their significance....Steps in God’s plan
leading up to this work of Gentile salvation :
1. Samaritans converted ; 2, Ethiopian ; 8,
Antioch, chap. 11. 19, 20....How to seek
aftgr God. (See Analytical and Biblical
O¥ine). ... How God rewards those who
seck after him. .. . How Christ is preached to
the seeker : 1. His anointing ; 2. His power ;
3. His chumc}er: 4. His works; 5, His
death sand resurrection ; 6, His office as
Judge ; 7. His office as Saviour....What
does this lesson call upon us to do: 1. As
sinners? 2. Asseekers? 8. As Christians !
ILLUSTRATIONS. A Chinaman picked up in
his native village a tract dropped by a mis-
sionary. It awaygned his interest, and, in
order to obtain instruction, he journeyed on
foot three hundred miles, carrying all his
possessions in a wheelbarrow,  When he
reached the mission at Peking his feet were
blistered, and he was faint from want of food,
He received the Gospel, and became an earn-
est worker for the salvation of his own people.
- -.-When Dr, Butler went to India to estab-
lish Methodist® Episcopal missions, he first
called upon tite Wesleyan missionaries at
Madras, and inquired. * Are these natives
really converted ! Do they show the evi-
dences of a true Christian experience, and
religion of the hgart " In reply the mis-
sionary called into the room some of the
native Christians, converts of the mission,
and said; “This gentleman from America
wishes to hear your religious experience.”
Each in turn gave the story of his salvation,
which was just the same with that of any
converted soul in America, meeting every
test, and showing the tokens of the Spirit's
power. In every race the grace of God and
the power of the Spirit bring forth the same
results,

References. FosTer's CyYCLOPEDIA oF
ILLUSTRATIONS : Prose, 9555. Ver. 80:
Prose, 4447.  Ver. 31 : Poetical, 346 ; Prose,
1608, 8350, 9124, Ver. 34 : Poetical, 1109 ;
Prose, 2545, 3664, 8943, Ver. 35 : Prose,
8180, 6289, 11657, 12270, 12282, Ver. 36 :
Prose, 4360, 10923, 10929, Ver. 88 : Prose,
615, 1603, 9554, Ver. 41: Prose, 5032,
Ver. 42 : Prose, 1568, 3991, 9182. Ver, 43 :
Prose, 1088, 7229, Ver. 4% : Prose, 9558,

9653,
Lesson Word-Plctures,

Hush! It is o man praying. A little
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while ago, bristling with helmet of iron,
breastplate, sword, greaves, he was tramping
at the head of the sandal-spiked soldiers,
Now, armourless, prostrate on the ground, he
is only a needy, penitent suppliant. Lo, a
brightness ! It is an angel. Lo, a voice !
The message is, “Send therefore to Joppa.”
Four days go by. Who is this coming into
the house—a man that we have seen before,
with broad, open forehead, features coarse,
his complexion sallow, his hair and beard
short umll thick and curly 7 That is Peter,
the Jew. And this centurion is a Gentile.
Those friends packing the room, curious to
hear, to see—are Gentiles, But it defiles the
Jew to stop and talk with the Gentile, to
travel with the Gentile, to enter the home
of the Gentile ! This, though, is less Peter
the Jew than Peter the follower of Jesus, and
he gives his plain, direct testimony concern-
ing Jesus, But what is this murmur of
ecstatic tongues breaking dut in the midst of
Peter's words? O wonder of the Holy
Ghost, now descending and binding Jew and
.Gentile together in the brotherhood of the
same blessing !

Primary and Intermediate.
BY M. V. M,

LessoN THouGHT.

INTRODUCTORY. Print on the board “Jew,”
“Gentile ;" print “Peter” over one, and
“Cornelius” over the other, The children
hear 8o much of the Jews' hatred for Jesus
and the apostles, that they may think they
are all bad men, Teach that Jesus was &
Jew, and Peter, and James, and John, Tell
why the Jews did not love the Gentiles—they
thought they were not God’s people.  Jesus
same to teach that God loves everybody alike,
and now he wanted to open Peter’s eyes to
see this great truth. Tell how God spoke to
Cornelius, and also to Peter, and brought
about a meeting between them, Teach that
God speaks to people on earth now,

1. Make a small map on the board. Make
a little square for Jo pa, another for Cesarea,
Tell Peter's strange dream on the house-top,
and how he wondered what it meant. Trace
she journey of the three men sent by Corne-
lius to Joppa, and tell that when Peter heard
these Gentiles asking to be taught about
Jesus, he knew what the vision of the great
sheet meant. Show a common, ugly vase, or
box, holding a beautiful flower, and another,
very beautiful and perfect, holding the same
kind of a flower. Teach that the soul is like
the flower —beautiful in God’s eyes, and that
he cares very little about the case that holds
it

One in Christ,

.2. Let children name diffe
house, Show that
big beam,

rent parts of a
a door, a window frame,a
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not & house. It takes all the different parts,
8o in God’s great house. One cannot say, “1I
am the house,” no matter how great and good
he may be. Teach that as ina house there is
room for big timbers and tiny bits of wood,
80 in God’s%muse there is room for big, wise
folks, and for little, ignorant ones and that
God loves all alike. This was the lesson
Peter taught the Gentiles in the thirty-fourth
and thirty-fifth verses,

8. Teach that the arch
shows the way into God’s
kingdom. Print “Jesus”
upon it, and tell that the
bar which keeps many
out is Self-love, When
we truly love Jesus, we
no longer love self, and
in our heaics for every
His heart for
Show how this truth may enter

then we have room
body, because God has room in
every body.
into children’s daily lives, making them feel

that every child is a little brother or sister,
making them yield to one another, ete.
Teach that we can only love,each other as we
learn to love Jesus Christ,

Biackbenrd.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, WSQ.

This lesson is to teach that the gates of
mercy are open to all men, whether Jew or
Gentile, black or white, rich or poor, whoso-
ever will may find pardon.

THE GATES AJAR.
WHO MAY BE SAVED ?

MAY
ALL MEN lﬁ?}t}r ‘ ENTER TO BE NAVED,

A WORD-CANCELLING EXERCISE.

Write the sentence and erase one word:
at a time,

How can I have Salvation P Acts 16, 31,

Can I have salvation? John 10, 9,
T have salvation, Luke 8, 39,
Have salvation, Isa, 55, 6,

Salvation.

no matter how big it may be, is

Rev. 1. 5, 6.
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LESSON VIL—THE SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL.

Acts 11, 19-80.

N\ st / 19 Now a they which were | they come not as the flying, in fear, but as the

scattered abroad upon the perse-
cution that arose about Stephen
ALOE travelled as far as Phenice, and
70N e Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching
"t"u'"“mﬂ‘ the word to none but unto the
Jews only,
a Chap. 8. 1,

20 And some of them were men of Cyprus
and Cyrene, which, when they were come to An-
tioch, spake b unto the Grecians, preaching ¢ the
Lord Jesus,

b Chap 6, 1.——¢ Eph. 3. 8,

#2721 And d the hand of the Lord was with
them : and a great number believed, and turned
¢ unto the Lord.

d Luke 1, 66.——e Chap. 9, 85,

422 Then tidings of those things came unto
the ears of the church which was in Jerusalem :
and they sent forth / Barnabas, that he should
go as far as Antioch.

Jf Chap. 9. 27,

#3923 Who, when he came, and had seen the
grace of God, was glad, and g exhorted them all,
that with purposes of heart they would cleave
unto A the Lon s .

@ Chap, 18,43 ; 14. 22.—-h Deut. 10, 20; 1 Cor.
16, 68 ; Gal. 2. 20; Col. 2. 6.

#¥24 For he was a good man, and full of the
Holy Ghost and of faith : 4and much people
was added unto the Lord.

i Chap, 6. 14.

#&25 Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, j for

1o seek Saul : x
Jj Chap. 9. 80.

#4726 And when he had found him, he brought
him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a
whole year they assembled themselvesa with the
church, and taught much people. And the dis-
eiples were called Christians first in Antioch,

@ Or, in the church.

27 And in these days & came prophets from
Jerusalem unto Antioch,

k Chap. 2.17; 18, 1; 1 Cor. 12 28; Eph, 4.11,

28 And there stood up one of them named
Agabus, 2 and signified by the Spirit that there
should be a great dearth throughout all the
world ; which came to pass in the days of Clau-
dius Caesar.

i Chap 21. 10, .

29 Then the disciples, every man according to
his ability, determined to send m relief unto the
brethren which dwelt in Judea :

® Rom. 15. 26; 1 Cor. 16.1; 2 Cor, 9. 1; Gal, 2,
10; 1 Pet. 4. 11.

30 Which also they did, and sent it to the

» elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul,
n1Pet. 5, 1.

ol

Z—

GENERAL STATEMENT.

The city of Antioch, metropolis of Roman
Syria, stands at the Mediterranean verge, a queen
in her beauty. But its enchanting groves of
Daphne are the abodes of lust, and its half million
of inhabitants are abandoned to sin. Hither
come a little company of fugitives from the
bloody sword which one Saul of Tarsus has of
lato swept over the Church in Jerusalem. Yet

couquerors, with a triumphant faith which wins
a way to many hearts, At first they disclose
their treasure of salvation to the Jews in the
synagogue, but they have breathed the broad
spirit of the ascended Stephen, and soon they are
telling the story of the cross to Gentiles. The
word enters many hearts, for the Spirit goes with
it, and it is nide‘]’ by the lives of those who utter
it. Around these unnamed preachers, the un-
conscious founders of a world-wide Christianity,
grows up a church where the distinctions of Jew
and Gentile are forgotten in the stronger bond of
discipleship. The news of the innovation comes
to the nther Church at Jerusalem, bringing to
most members alarm, perhaps to a few, who
remember Stephen’s teaching, a secret joy, The
Church determined to send forth a representative
who should be armed with power to repress, to
direct, or to encourage the new movement as the
Spirit gives him wisdom. Fortunately for the
destiny of the Gospel, the choice fell upon the
warm-hearted, liberal-minded Barnabas. He
journeyed the three hundred miles from Jerusa-
iem to Antioch, saw in the Gentile disciples all
the tokens of the Spirit's presence, and rejoiced
at the new world opened before the Gospel. The
field was so well adapted to his broad sympathies
that he tarried ‘ong at Antioch, and the work so
grew upon his hand that ere long he realized the
need of another reaper by his side. He sailed
across to Tarsus, and there drew forth Saul from
his seclusion. Soon the hands of those whom
Saul's persecution once drove to Antioch clasp in
joyful brotherhood the hand of the persecutor,
now turned to a disciple. Together the band of
worthies labour, until the little meeting-place in
Singon-street is thronged with believers, gathered
out of the world around the altar of Christ. Here
the growing faith is baptized with a new name;
here a new centre of Christian activity is estab.
lished: hence are sent liberal gifts to saints in
need, and hence starts forth the first stream of
missionary effort to convert the world,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES,

Verse 10. Now, The narrative here turns
back about three years for a brief review. Scat-
tered abroad, The persecution which drove
them from home did not rob them of their faith,
nor quell their testimony. The persecution,
This was the first organized persecution of the
Church, and its only result was to scatter the
knowledge of the truth more widely. About
Stephen, See Lesson XI., First Quarter.
Acts 7. Travelled. In their journeys the
took with them their best treasure, the Gospel.
Phenice. Called in Rev. Ver. Phanicia, a
narrow strip of country between Mount Lebanon
and the sea, having for its two snrincilml cities
Tyre and Sidon. Cyprus. A lasge island in
the north-eastern quarter of the Mediterranean,
the home of Barnabas and other leaders in early
Christianity. Antioch. The chiet city of
northern Syria, on the Orontes, near its mouth,
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It was the third city of the Roman world, and
renowned for the culture and algo for the vices of
its half million people, Its Ccosmopolitan charac.
ter and widu-rt-aching influence made it & natural
centre for the Church, and from it went forth the
first pair of Christian missionaries,

ence would give wej, ht to su portit, Ag far
as Antjogi:, Hegwu untpto inquire into the
character of the work, to suppress it if it were
evil, and to dipeet it if ooq} Probably the
events attending the conversion of Corneliyg had
influenced the Jerusalem disciples to gome large.
ness of view concerning Gentilo salvation,

23. Seen the 8race of God, & Here
meaning that he gay & gracious work ovidently
from the Lord, He came, he saw, he wag
conquered, Was lad. A Narrow nature
wouid have yielded with unwillingness to the
manifest destiny of the Church, Byt Barnabas
was glad as he recognized the new anq vast field
opened before the Gospel, 5, Let yg rejoice, ag
Ve see opportunities for 5 wider reaching of the
word, orted them B.IF He had been
called “the gop of oxhor!ation," and now he
showed the appropriateness of hjg name, With
burpose of hegpt, Not only with wil].
Purpose, but also With heart.py Pose, with steady

tge Lo H,

coming Jews, wag held by byt 4 fow broad mindg
who had been imbued with Stephen's spirit,

willing to give them the Gospel, Cyrene was
in northery Africa, west of Egypt. ~ From this
Place were gome of those present at the day of
Pontecost, Actg g, 10, Come to Antioch,
Not from Cyprus, byt trom .Ieruuulem. three
hundred 1j]uy away.  Spake unto the
Grecians, The Roy, \En has ““unto the
Greeks also,"” which i8 more correct, as theso to
whom they Preached were not Grecian Jews, but
heathen Greeks,  Thig Was & great step in
Advance, to reach the Gospel directly to the
Gentile People of Antigen, ‘g Thus by degrees

does God ever lead his cayge to.higher and wider
triumphs,

affection, Cleave unto 3
urged them to Persevere in the fajth which the
had professed, and to maintain the closest relation
to their Saviour,

24 For. The reason is "now given why he
80 sincerely rejoiced in {he work at Antioch, a
work in which “the Jewish disciples at Jerusalom
had but litt]e Sympathy, A €ood man. of
generous and kip disposition, willing to Tecog-
nize the good in others, of the Holy
Ghost. Endowed with the power of the in.
dwelling Spirit, And of faith. Faith, in
the New Testament always means, not only trygt
in God, but 4 believing insight into spiritual
things, 8, Let yg aim for the complete, we]].
rounded Christiay character of Barnabas, Much
people wag added. As a result of the
encouragement of Barnabas and g energetie
labours the number of Gentile disciples largely
increased,

21. The hand of the Lord, Here
placed for “ the Power of the Lord,” of which the
hand is 5 symbol, Was with them, 3,
Those who labour for God can be gure of his
pPresence and gjg, A great Dumber be-
lieved, The Rev. Ver, hag ‘“a great number
that believed turned unto the Lord,” Thyg their
beliet in the message induced them to obey itg
command, and typy, from their idnl-worship to
the service of Christ, 4, Belief leads to repent.
auce, and repentance ig followed by faith,

25. Departed Barnabas. H, sailed
across the narrow arm of the Mediterrnnem, from
Seleucia, the sea-port of Antioch, To Tarsus.
A large city in Cilicia, on the Mediurmnun,
where Sau] {ml found refuge aﬁer]eavinﬁderunm
lem, n IV, To gegk Saul. He knew
that Saul'’s Sympathies were with this new moye.
ment, and he d’i):cemed, earlier than others, the
Jowers that dwelt jp him, 7, The worker for

22. Tidingg of these thinfn. Word
was doubtless geng by the stricter ews in the
Church at Auntioe), of these Proceedings, which
must have seemed to them unauthorized. We
can scarcely apprecigte the mighty barrier which

¥ between Jows and Gentiles, anq the alarm hriut should be Benerous to recognize the merits
With which hopest Jews must have seen it melt. | of fellow-workers,
H ing away undor the Gospel, The

In Jerusalem, stj| recognized as the mother
Church, with 5 moral authom,v in the person of
! the apostles, But it wag entirely Jewish iy jtg
membership, anq with an unavoidable Jewigh
gmmrvutium. They sent forth Barna-

shep, perhaps away on a gospel-tour in Cilicia,
whelrel ther‘; wor{ |lren§ly! churches, He
brought him unto Antioch. The city
was henceforth to Possess its test fame from
the prmllence of this ;nnn, X ouegrelltneu was
then all unreco, nized, Whole year.
About the yurg43 A.D. Assembled. ..
with the church. Ancient tradition states
that the mectings were held in Singon-street,
near the Pantheon temple, Taught much

broad, ntelligent views would enable him to
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people. Both in evan elizing those outside | Upon the per ‘The ion only

and Instructing those within the fold. Firgt
called Christians. The name was not
assumeg by the disciples, nor given by the Jews,
but lnf»the Gentiles, and thus shows that the
Gospel was attracting notice in the city. It con.
tains the Hebrew conception of a deemer,
expressed by a Greek word with a Latin terniin.
ation, thus uniting all the great races, It was
not employed by believers themselves during the
first century, and is found only three times in the
New Testament.

27, 28. Came prophets. Men who
expressed truth by a divine insight, but not often
foretelling future events, They were abundant
in the apostolic age. From Jerusalem
unto Antioch. Showing that there was a
real unity in the churches, and constant fellow-
ship between them. Stood up. In the
assembly of the Church at Antioch, Agabus.
At that time comparatively yopng, since we find
him again, twenty years later, coming from Jeru-
salem with a warning to Paul, Acts 21. 10.
Great dearth. lgnmim-s were frequent in
those ages, when no telegraphs could inform of
need, no railroads conld carry swift aid, and lands
lived apart from efich other, All the world.
Probably meaning the Roman Empire, as in Luke
2.1. Claudius Ceesar. The fourth Roman
smperor, reigning from A.D. 41-54, In A.D,
43-45 thousands perished in Judea by famine.

29, 30. The disciples It was a volun-
tary offering from the Gentile Church in Antioch
%o the Jewish believers in Christ. In Judea.
‘Where the Cuurch was oppressed, and composed
almost wholly of poor people. To the elders.
Elders are here referred to for the first time,
showing that more systematic organization had
grown up in the Church. Hands of Bar-
na and Saul This was Saul's second
visit to Jerusalem after %is conversion,

GOLGEN TEXT.

And the hand of the Lord was with them :
and a great number believed, and turned unto
the Lord, Acts 11, 21.

OUrLINE,

L. The GIft of Judea to Antioch, v. 19.21,
. The Good Work in Antioch, v. 22-26,
8. The Gift of Autioch to Judea, v, 27-30.

HOME REAVINGS,

M. Spread of the Gospel. Acts 11. 19-30.
Tu. A scattered Uhurcﬁ.e Acts 8, 1.8,
W. A working Church, 1 Thess, 1. 1-10,
Th. An endowed Church, Eph. 4, 1-16,
F. A complete Church. Col. 2. 1-15.
§. A generous Church. 2 Cor, 9, 6-15.

+ A rejoicing Church. Phil, 4, 1-19,

Time,—A.D. 42 to 43.

Place.— Antioch in Syria. ¢

Connecting Links.—The events of this
lesson began about the same time with those of
the last, or very soon after,

lxplanntlonl.—”py which were scattered
—&Bee Lesson XI., First Quarter, Acts 8. 4.

spread the Gospel more widely. " Travelled as far
—Some of these places were three hundred miles
from Jerusalem. Preaching—Though persecuted,
they kept on preaching. Unto the Jews only—
They did not at first suppose that the Gospel was
meant for the Gentiles. ~ Spake to the Greciang—
Here meaning *‘the Greeks,” Gentiles, people
not Jews, who spoke the Greek language. 7'he
hand of the Lord—The power and help of the
Lord, ~ Believed—In Jesus as their Saviour,
Turned to the Lord—Giving up their idols and
becoming followers of Christ, T'idings— News
that at Antioch there was a Church of Gentiles.
Ears of the Church—The wmother-church at
Jerusalem.  They sent forth Barnabas—To visit
the Church at Antioch, and see what was its
condition. They were not sure that a Gentile
Church was right. Seen the grace of God—In
giving salvation to the Gentiles. Was glad—
To have the goors of the Gospel open to all men,
Cleave unto the Lord—Stand fast and faithful.
Much people was added—By the preaching of
Barnabas. 7o seek Saul—Barnabas needed
Saul to help him in the work of preaching.
Assembled  themselves—Met with the Churcﬁ.
Called Christians—The name means ‘“followers
of Christ,” and was given by the Lieathen around
them.  Prophets—Men who spoke God’s word
with inspiration. Agnbus—He met Paul twenty
years afterward. Acts 21. 10, Signified by the
Spirit—Prophesied or foretold. Great dearth—
A famine, Days of Claudius—He was the em-
peror of Rome. The disciples—The Church at
Antioch, Every man—All the members g.ve,
The brethren. .. .in Judea—The followers of
Jesus in Judea seem to have heen most] poor
people. Tothe elders—The leaders in the Cinrch.

LESSON HYMNs,
No. 728, New Hymn Book.
Jesus, immortal King, arise ;
Assert thy rightful sway,
Till earth, subdued, its tribute brings,
And distant lands obey,

C. M.

Ride forth, victorious Conqueror,
Till all thy foes submit,

And all the powers of hell resign
Their 1rophies at thy feet,

Send forth thy word, and let it fly
The spacious earth around,

Till every roul beneath the sun
Shall hear the joyful sound.

No. 728, New Ilymn Book.

Hasten, Lord, the ﬁlorions time,
When, beneath Messial’s sway,

Every nation, every clime,
Shall the gospel call obey.

Mightiest kings his power shall own :
I"{{enhen tribes his name adore ;
Satan and his host, o'erthrown,
Bound in chains, shall hurt no more,

Bless we, then, our gracious Lord 3
Ever praise his glorious name H

ride,

7e.

All his mighty acts record,
All his wondrous love proclaim,
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Church a¢ Antioch Provide? Wy is the rule
by which al] our gifts should pe Measured ¢

rluv'ru:.u. TIAUIIINGH-
Wherein are wo taught.
That a fu)) heart makeg A free gift ¢
at God bringg 8ood to hig Church oyt of the
trials of higgaint 1
That the Prejudices of men break oy befors
the influepce of the oly Spirit ¢

QUIB'I‘ION! “OR I’l}llNlil"l
H(,‘IIOIAAIIN.

In what city did the disciples first preach te
the Gentileg 7 The city of Antioch, iy Syria.
ow did Gog bless thejy work ? Many believed
in Jesug, Whom gig the Chyurel, At Jerusalepy
send to Antjoe ! Good and faithfy) Barnahgs,
For what reason ! Ty goq if all wag right coy.
cerning the Gentiles, What diq Barnabag find ¢
hat Gog Was working there, What diq he urge
them to do ¢ T hold fast to Jesys, Why dig
rnabas genq for Sau] ¢ 0 help teach the
People.  How long diq they stay in Antioch ¢
A whole Year, teaching apq Preaching, What
o .

thus come g4 of evil} T, whom (djq they at
first preach ¢ Why 1" 1, Whom did gy of
them afterwarg breach? W, Were the regy]tg
of their labours ¢ What is said in Rom, 10, 12,
137

2. The Gooq Work in Antioch, v. 21.2¢,
Who came to Anliocll, and how yag he sent

or what purpoge did he comg ¢ How diq pe
feel?  Whgt } i :
irge them to g7 t three things aye said of
the character of Barnabag ¢ For whom did he
80, and whepe ¢ Had he known Saul before 7
Acts 9, 27, What did he and Sau] (o at An.
tioch ? What name Was there firgg used !

TEACHINGS OF TRE LESsoy, hame wa, &ven to beligyeyg in Antigch ¢
e he name of Christiansg, Who came ¢, Antioch
Where in thig lesson do we find— In those days ¢ Prophets from Jerygg) hat
L. How Chyist makes hig enemies help pig Prophecy wag fulfilled thy, bus? A g
Church ¢

2. How we should feg] at seeing goy)g con-
verted ?
3. How Christiang shouldq help each other ¢

The Lesgon Oatechi.m.—(k‘or the entire
school,) 1, W, 1at was doye by the believerg who
Were scattere( abroad in the Persecutiong afte
Stephen’s death ? They went everywhepe
Preaching, 9 1, whom digq they at firgt breach ¢
’ 3

n we

Worps with T PEOPLE,

o the Jews op] i 5 ere was the first "
Church planteq pmong the Gentijeg ¢ At Antioch | Do You want to wopk for Jesyg y Then loys
In Syria. 4, Whae ame was first giyon to be. [ and obey you. Parents, Be a good hrotlnar. or
lievers in Christ at Antioch ¢ The bame Chrig. | sister, Be a kind, trye friend, Try to b""‘l

tians. 5, What did this Church do jp time of g
famine iy, Judea ? They sent relief to the
hurches,
Docriiyay, Sucerstigy, —The universqh'ty of
the Gospel,

e
AlALITl(?Al. AND BIBLICAY, OUTLINE,
The Spiry of the Gospel.

L. Patieny ENDURANCE.

QUESTIONS po SENIOR STUDENTS, Scattered abroad upon the Persecution, v,
1

1. The Gift of Judea to Antioch,

v. 19.2], Where (g the bersecute ] believers

80! What limitation gjq tllxey make in prege),.

I ing the Gospel ¢ What exce tions were there to

this rule How dig the Gentijeg receive the
word ?

The Goog Work in Antioch, v,

“In l.he world |, | have tribulatiop, »
John 16, 13
II. FaArtaryy, TES'“MONY.
Travelled, , . . Preaching the word, v, 20,
“Preach the word. . | in Season, out of
season.” 2 Tim. 4 2,
II1. Broap ViEws,
Speak unto the Grecians, o Greeks,” Rev,
Ver.) v, 20,

“ H H "
result of the tWo apostles’ labour ¢ hat new Tg;l;e 'szgne"h" Jew nor Greek,
A hawe was givep the discipleg b, ! v 8 ; \
© (it of Antioen 4, Judea, [ 1V. DiviNE Powgy,
w V. 27.30, at was foretold } A messengor

The hand of the Lord Was with them,
v. 21,

* No.t I, but the 8race of Gog,» 1 Cor.

Of what wag this pro hecy itself o fulfil.
6.18, W‘;mt 15. 10,

Pass f
ment? Acts 9, | relief did the
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V. ORGANIZED SUPERVISION,
Church....sent forth Barnabas. v. 22. ]
‘“Let us walk by the same rule.” Phil.
3.16,
VI. DETERMINED PURPOSE.
With purpose of heart. .. .cleave. v. 23
‘“ Abide with me, and I in you.” John
15. 4.
VIL INTELLIGENT INSTRUCTION.
Assembled. . . .taught much people. v. 26,
“He gave. .some pastors and teachers.”
Eph. 4. 11.
VIIL SPIRITUAL INSIGHT.
Prophets. ..signified by the Spirit. v. 28,
“Holy men of God. . ..by Holy Ghost.”
2, Pet. 1. 21,
IX. SELF-DENYING LIBERALITY,
Every man according to his ability. v. 29,
“Do good. . . .household of faith.” Gal.
6. 10.

ADPDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
The Model Christian Church.

1. It was a Church established by men
who had not only held the truth, and
preached it, but had suffered for it, v, 19.

2. It was a Church of composite elements,
rich and poor, Jews and Gentiles, all made
one in Christ Jesus. v. 20, 29,

3. It was a Church of broad views, not
limiting the Gospel to one race, but ready
to extend it to all. v. 20, 21.

4. It was a Church of rapid growth,
through the indwelling presence of the Holy
Spirit. v. 21, 26,

5. It was a Church which showed the
manifest token of the Spirit’s presence and a
living Christian experience, v. 23,

6. It wasa Church of power in the com.
munity, attracting notice and gaining a
name. v, 26,

7. It was a Church recognizing the unit
of the Gospel and the fellowship of al)i
Christ’s people. v. 27, 28.

8. It was a Church of generous giving,
aiding the needy, even though far distant,
v. 28, 29.

9. It was a Church which first established
amission for the salvation of men. Chap. 13.
53

CATECHISM QUESTION.

2. Did our first parents continue in the state in
which God created them 1

Our first parents did not continue in the state
in which God created them ; for they fell from
that state by sinning against him.

3. What is sin ?

Sin is any want of conformity to, or transgres.
sion of, the law of God,

Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also
the law : for sin is the transgression of the law.
—1 John 3. 4.

THE SUNDAY SOHOOL BANNER. 143

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES,
BY BARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

THERE are few boys, and perhaps few
girls, either, who have not at some time or
other made use of a “nickname” for some
companion or acquaintance, Older people
themselves are not free from the habit,
Any peculiarity about a man’s a'Ppearance
or habit, or any special hobby of his, may
mark him out for a “nickname,” in some
cases an absurd one, in others one that,
though hardly given with that intention, is in
reality highly honourable. And not merely
individuals, but whole classes of persons
have been thus specified, some of the names
lasting but for a short time, and others, as
for example “epicurean,” and stoic,” sur-
viving to the present day. Our lesson
to-day is about the bestowaf of such a nick-
name.

The names just cited, « epicurean ” and
“stoic,” came down to us from classical
times. They orignally designated the dis-
ciples of certain philsophers. In those times
there were many such sects ; and the names
distinguished between the disciples ot
different teachers. They were found
in most of the great cities of the Gentile
world. .

One of these great cities is brought before
us in the passage for to-day—Antioch, the
capital of the Seleucida, and after them of
the Roman governors of Syria. To this rich
and beautiful city a band of strangers came
who had fled from Jerusalem to escape the
hands of their enemies. Some of them were
Jews by birth ; others had been Gentile
proselytes ; but all came with with one mes-
sage to the people of Antioch. That mes-
sage was about the Lord Jesus—that he was
the Messiah, the Christ, who should come—
that he, the Christ, had been crucified, and
had risen again, and that remission of sins
was offered to all in his name. The message
was first given to the Jews, but the prose-
lytes of Cyprus and Cyrene were eager to
open the “ door of faith ” to those who were
by birth Gentiles like themselves. They
spake “to the Greeks ” also. And with what
result? That

Many turned to the Lovd. A radical
change took place in their lives. It was not
that they hazfadopted a new opinion, but
that they had chosen a new Master. “ Other
lords” formerly had “had dominion ” over
them, but henceforth they would *“ make
mention only” of the name of One, even
Christ. Isa. 26, 13. Him they determined
to worship, to serve, to obey. And so im-
portant was this accession to the company
of believers that

A special messenger was sent to them from
the Church at Ferusalem. Barnabas, whose
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home and birthplace were the same with | was built up.  Life must have something to
those who had planted this firsg Gentile | feed on, The knowledge of the Living One
Church (chap, 4. 36), was the one chosen to | is that which causes growth,
visit it. He saw that “the hand of the Relieving. 1t was thus the Church mani-
Lord” had been working ; he perceived | fested outwardly the life that was within,
“the grace of God ” in these converts ; and joi ivi
while his heart Went up in praise to God, it
Was poured out to them in words of loving
exhortation. But this wasnot all. He saw
that here was a God-given sphere of work,
and went to seek a a chosen vessel,” Saul
of Tarsus, as his companion in it: Anq so,
The Church at Antioch grew ang was

walk in his fo teps, as they have oppor-
tunity, doing “¥o0d unto all men, especially
unto them who are of the household of
faith.” Gal. 6, 1o,

Have we a right to the name, bestowed
half thoughllessly, and often contemptu-
ously, (see Acts 26, 28; 1 Pet. 4. 16,) but full
of glorious and joyful meaning—a Chris.
tian ?

who had an earnes , Joyful Purpose in life,
attracted the attention even of those who did
not care to learn thejr secret. There
was yet another noticeable thing about
them’ which coylq hardly fail to be re-
marked :

BEREAN METHODS,
Hints for tne Teachers' Meeting ang the
Class,

Draw a rough map of the eastern end of
theMeditermnean,includingPalestine,Syria,
Cyprus, Jerusalem, l)amascus, Antioch,
Tarsus, etc., and show tne extent of the
Christianity of the period.  Show the dif-
ference between “Grecians” and « Greeks.”
-+ .. The facts of the lesson. . .. The persons
of the lesson, and traits displayed by each :
I. “They which were scattered ;» g,
Barnabas; 3. Saul; 4. Agabus, ., ., The
spirit of early Christianity, (See Analytical
and Biblical Outline). .., The Church at
Antioch, its traits, and lessons from it, (See
Additional and Practical Lessons.). ., .The
name “Christian » , Its history; 2. Its

€our others. It was enough for them tc hear
that a time of need was at hand by their
brethren in Jerusalem, They at once took
stock of their Power to help, and not merely
out of their superfluity, but according as
each was able, they sent assistance to the
Church which was poorer than their own in
this world’s goods,

The‘inbabitan!s of Antiogh were famed

munity, As the disciples of various teachers
had been named after them, it was a simple
and natura] thing to call those who acknow-
ledged Christ as teacher and Lorq by the
name of “Christians,” But the bestowers
of that name little thought of al that was
contained in i, The disciples of human
teachers continued for a time, and thep
their name and their doctrine became obso-
lete.  But the name “ Christian » jg ex-
pressive of aliving power, for Christ is the
Living One, true Christian is the fol-
lower of a living Saviour, a living Lord,
True Christianity must display four trajts
corresponding to those which we have seen
in the Church at Antioch ;

These four are turning, cleaving, learn.
ing, relieving,

Turning. This comes first. To become a
Christian is not to assent to a doctrine, byt
toturnto a living Lord,

Cleaving, This is what Barnabas desired
for the young converts in whom he saw the
grace of God, They must 80 on as they
began. The Christian life is only to be main.
tained by continya] contact with the living
Lord,

Learning. 1t was by this that the Church

have perished, but thejr work remains, S,
with many of the remarkable things in this
world: the Pyramids, the great cathedrals,
We enjoy the shade of trees which others
have planted. . , -Alexander the Great once
said to a soldier who bore his name, yet was

nown as a worthless coward, “Eijther
change your name ormend your manners.”
So we ‘should be worthy “of the name
*“Christian” which we bear. ... Arnot com-
pares the Church in Antioch to a coral
island, flowery and fertile, rising out of the
barren. angry ocean, by the work of unknown
builders,

References, FosTER’S ILLUSTRATIONS,
Ver. 19: Prose, 414. Ver. 20: Prose, 3088,
Ver. 21: Prose, 2101,  ver, 22: Poetical,
3151, Ver. 23: Prose, 1400, 5001. Ver, 24:
Prose, 2107, 11492, Ver, 26: Prose, 769.
Ver. 29: Poetical, 1271; Prose, 31 3, 7049,
055.

7085 Primary ana Intermediate,
BY M. v, M,

LESSON THoughT : Love Shows liself in
Deeds. To be taught: That living seeds had
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been planted in the hearts of the disciples ;
that living ﬁlams grow from living seeds ;
that the works of the disciples showed that

God was the life in them.

1. Recall the persecution that followed
the death of Stephen. Tell some of the ways
in which people were persecuted in those
days for believing in Jesus, leading children
to see that if the disciples had been trying to
please themselves they would have stopped
talking about jesus. Show a little plant in
a pot, and let children tell what it came
from, how it came to be growing there, etc.
Bring out the fact that the seed must have
had life in it to produce a live plant, and
teach that the truth about God which Jesus
taught to his disciples was the live seed,
which must grow because it was alive. Show
that men could not see the seed, as we can-
not see the seed from which this plant has
grown, but we know there must have been
a seed, and a live one, or there would have
been no plant.

2. Tell that sometimes plants are pulled
up, and that this is what the wicked Jews
wanted to do to God’s living plants, the dis-
ciples. But God took care of them, and sent
them oui to preach in many different places.
Show a few small seeds in your hand and
blow them. They will fly to different parts
of the room. Teach that the wind of perse-
cution scattered the seeds of the Gospel,and
tell how the disciples preached Jesus
wherever they went. Recall the teaching
of the last lesson about Jews and Gentiles
and tell that many of the Gentiles also
believed.

3. Talk about Barnabas,
and read verse 24, letting
children tell what they
would expect from his
work. Let children also
tell what they knowabout
Saul, and print “ Anti-
och,” “Christians,” on
the board, impressing the name of the
city as the place where people were first
called Christians. Talk about the life in
different kinds of flowers and fruits. The
life in an apple-tree results in apples,
etc. So the life in a Christian heart pro-
duces good works—love, good:will, helpful
deeds, etc. Try to make this practical to
the children, showing that real goodness
onlycomes from God, and thathe only is to be
praised when any good is done.

Blackboard,
BY J. B. PHIPPS, R8Q.

The crowning glory of any one’s life is to
be known as a true Christian,

BLACKBOARD QUESTIONS. What does a
crown fzymbolize? [Kingship.] Who is
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King of kings? [Christ.] If we serve him ?
[He will give to each one a crown of life.]
What were the disciples doing when they

y WERE CALLED
CARGTIAN S
S e e

WHEN

G OHRIST

Am | A Chrisian in Name Onty

were called Christians first? [Aswer from
Blackboard.] How can I preach Christ ?
Am I a true Christian?

TRAITS OF A TRUE

C HRIST'S OWN,

HL ELPING.

IR ESCUING.

I NVITING.

&S UFFERING.

I EACHING.

X NDWELLING LOVE.
A CTIONS RIGHT.
IN EVER DOUBTING.

Lesson Word-Pictures.

Travellers, travellers, travellers on the
roads leading out of Jerusalem ! They go in
haste. They hurry while glancing anxiously
backward, as if pursued. The gospel-tree at
Jerusalem has been shaken by a p of
persecution, and these travellers are the
seed-vessels wrenched off and whirled afar
to become newcentres of growth. Travellers
that are exiles: they are also embassadors.
As they go they preach. I see them stop-
ping, as they reach the farmer in his field.
I watch them accosting the traders at the
city gates, pilgrims in mountain-passes,
shepherds with their flocks amid the stretch-
ing pastures. As they find a soul, they drop
a seed there. Some of them reach Antioch,
brilliant, wealthy, corrupt Antioch, nestling
at the foot of the hills, roofed by a bright
Syrian sky, gemmed by the crystal Orontes,
boasting its magnificent avenue that was one
long colonnade for four miles. Among these
columns walk one day the exiles from Jeru-
salem, dusty, travel-worn, and they so plant
the seed in gay, sensual Antioch that a
wonderful story goes back to Jerusalem.
“Have you heard it?” the Lord’s people
say one to another. “God is pouring out
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his spirit on the Gentiles at Antioch.
somebody to Antioch.”
traveller to the banks of the Orontes, one
generous in giving, the fire of the Holy
Ghost flashing from his face and burning
through his words, Barnabas,
harvest at Antioch |” cries Barnabas,
must have another reaper to help gather it
in”  Still another traveller is on the road to
Antioch,
man of inferior presence,
forehead, bald and bearded, eyes sharply
peering out under the bushy eyebrows, a

There is another |
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Send | man whose body seemed to have rted with

its strength that it might go into his soul, A
whole year, Saul of Tarsus is gathering in
the Lord’s grain while Putting in more seed,
” cry the brethren, “ we must

| send a harvest-sheaf to Judea poor and fam-
“p|

ishing.” They load with it—all golden—the
shoulders of Saul and Barnabas, who go like
harvest-burdened reapers back to Judea,

We have seen him elsewhere, that ’ “ We did not know about Antioch,” say the
long face, high

brethren, “but this js a harvesting "that
shows how the seed scattered by persecution
has sprung up and borne fruit.”

M
A.D, 44, May 20,
LESSON VIIL.—HEROD AND PETER. .
Acts 12 117,
QTMI.'WAu]MAm 1 Now about that time Herod o.f the hand of Herod, and from all the expecta.

ILA PRISON MaKE the king a stretched forth his
& handsa to vex certain of the
’ 11T church,
1 @ Or, began,——a Matt, 10 17,
o 2 Aud he killed James 4 the
SSSS brother of John with the sword,
b Matt. 4, 21; 20, 23,

3 And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he
proceeded further to take Peter also,  (Then
were ¢ the days of unleavened bread).

o Exud, 12, 14,

4 And d when he had apprehended him, he
put him in prison, and delivered him to four
quaternions of soldiers to keep him 3 inter.ding
after Easter to bring him forth to the people,

d John 21. 18,

A5°5 Poter therefore was kept in prison ; but
b prayer was made without ceasing of the church
unto God for him,

b Or, instant and earnest prayer was made ; 2 Cor,
L. 11; Eph, 6, 18.

A6 And when Herod would have brought
him forth, the same night Peter wag sleeping
between two soldiers, bound with two chainsg :
and the keepers before the door kept the prison,

L An(r behold, e the tmge]J

and he smote Poter on the side, and raised him
u[l), saying, Arise up quickly, And hig chains
fell off from his hands

¢ Chap. 6.19; Heb. 1. 14,

248 And the angel said unto him, Gird thy.
self, and bind on tﬁy sandals.  And so he djq.
And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment about
thee, and follow me,

9 And he went out, and followed him ; and
J wist not that it was true which was done by
the angel ; but thought he g saw a vision,

sa, 126 1,—g Chap, 10, 8,

10 When they were past the first and the sec.
ond ward, the came unto the iron gate that
leadeth unto the city ; which & opened to them
of his own accord : and they went out, and
Passed on through one street i and forthwith the
angel departed from him,

h Chap, 16, 26,

11 And when Peter Was come to himself, he

said, Now I know of a surety, that ¢ the Lord

hath sent his angel, and j hath delivered me out
1

of the Lord |
came upon him, and a light shined in the prison : |

tion of the }mople of the Jews,
@ Pan. 84, 7; Dan, 6, 22.—jJob 5. 19; Pea, 83, 18;
97.10 ; 2 Pet, 9. g,

12 And when he had considered the thing, he
kcame to the house of Mary the mother of
! John, whose Surname was Mark ; where many
were fltbered together praying,

Chap. 4, 28— Chap. 15, 37,

13 And as Peter knocked at the door of the
gate, a damsel came ¢ to hearken, named Rhoda.

¢ Or, to ask who wax there,

14 And when she knew Peter's voice, she
opened not the gate for ladness, but ran in, and
told how Peter stood begms the gate,

15 And they said unto her, Thou art mad,
But she constantly affirmed that it wag even so,
Then said they, It m is his angel,

™ Gen, 48716; Matt. 18, 10.

16 But Peter continned knocking : and when
they had opened the door, and saw him, they
were astonished,

17 But he, beckoning unto them with the
hand to hold their peace, declared unto them
how the Lord had brought him out of the rison,
And he said, Go show these things unto ames,
and to the brethren, And he departed, and
went into another place,

GENERAL NSTATEMENT,

While Barnabas and Sau] were on their way to
Jerusalem bearing the gifts of the Church at
Antioch, a strange event took place, The house
of Herod was once more on the throne, and again
the sword was unsheathed against the disciples
of the Lord, The apostle James was the first to
suffer, and meekly drank his Saviour's cup of
death.  Soon the hand of the king is laid upon
Simon Peter, and he, too, enters the prison,
expecting after the feast of passover to follow hig
brother apostle up the steps of martyrdom to his
throne. On the night before the day appointed
for his death, the apostle slept in the Ppeace of a
trusting heart, mindless of the chain on either
side fastening him to his guardsmen, Suddenly
he is arouse from his slumber ; a light beams
above, and an angel stands in his resence,
Quietly, and without haste, he is bidden wrap
his garments about him, not even leaving his
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sandals on the floor, while the soldiers lis on
either side in deep sleep, and his chains have
fallen from his wrists. As in a dream he follows
the angel, between sleeping wardens and tllrouih
vpen foors, until he breathes the cool air of the
early morning a square's distance from hi‘s prison.

persecution from Saul's. Pleased the Jews.
All sects and parties of the Jews were now united
minst the Gospel, since it admitted the Gentiles
to equal privileges. (2) See here the moving
principle of much public wrong-doing, a desire
for popularity. Take Peter. On account of

As suddenly as he came the angel and
Peter stands alone, even yet bewildered at his
strange deliverance. Through the deserted streets
he walks across the Tyropean valley, up the
heights of Zion, and pauses at a door, within
which may be heard the low murmur of prayer.
He knocks, and a light footstep in answer trips
along the hall, and a hand draws back the bolts.
He calls his name, and the maiden in joyful
surprise forgets to open the door, but runs into
the midst of the praying assembly with the news
that Peter stands without! They wonder, but
cannot believe, until he stands before them,
beckoning them to silence, while he tells the
story of God's deliverance. Then, with a word
of farewell, quietly he leaves for a place of refuge
until the storm be overpast. FEre long Herod
himself is smitten with death, the Jewish rulers
have to face greater perils to their nation from
the tyrannies of Rome, and the Church is again
at peace and in safety.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL
NOTEN,

Verse 1. About that time. While
Barnabas and Saul were on their way to Jerusalem
with the gifts of the Christians of Antioch.
Herod the king. Not Herod the tetrarch,
the slayer of John the Baptist ; but his nephew,
Herod Agrippa. He was an intimate friend of
the Roman Emperor Caligula, who gave him the
dominions and title of his grandfather, Herod
the Great. He was a strict Jew, and yet, from
his Roman education, fond of luxury and plea-
sure, Luke here shows his accuracy by giving
him the correct title, for there had been no king
in Judea dvring thirty years, and there never
was another. '0o vex, ‘‘To afflict.” [Rev.
Ver.] The word vex, at the time of the transla-
tion, meant more than petty annoyances, asnow,
Certain of the Church. Probably other
of ﬂ:ie leaders suffered begides the two here
named.

2. He killed. Every one of the Herods
sullied his hands with the blood of God's saints.
James the brother of John. The son
of Zebedee and Salome ; one of the earliest called
of the apostles, a witness of the Transfiguration
and the Agony ; the first to die, as his brother
was the last. He had desired a place *“‘on the
right hand " in Christ's kingdom, and he now
obtained it. He is the only apostle whose death
is recorded in Seripture, ith the sword,
Showing thot his execution was by the order of
the king, and without trial before the Sanhedrin,
where death was by stoning. (1) A lesson for
us in the silent end of this first apostolic martyr,

3. Because he saw. Not because con-
vinced he was doing right, but because he desired
popularity, How different the motive of Herod's

his pr , and the boldness with which he
]Ir‘reuuhed the Gospel. Unleavened bread.

he passover week, in the spring, when for eight
days no leaven was allowed in the houses.

4. Put him in prison. Probably in the
tower of Antonia, on the north of the temple.
Four quaternions, Four squads or sections
each of four men ; each serving four hours. Two
were chained to the apostle, and two were on
guard outside his cell. Keep him. *‘Guard
him.” [Rev. Ver.] After Easter. ‘‘After
the passover” is the better rendering of the Rev.
Ver. No executions were allowed by the Jewish
custom during the passover week ; and the in-
fraction of this in the crucifixion of Christ
showed the extreme hatred of theJews. (3) How
particular are religionists about forms, while
utterly disregarding righteousness. Bring him
forth, For a public execution. Little did Herod
know that his victim was to live, while himself
wasto die! Ver, 23,

5. But prayer was made. (4) ‘‘No
soldiers can keep the passage shut that is toward
heaven."—Pool. Without ceasing. Not
only unceasing, but earnest. [Rev. Ver.] Of
the church, A weak and helpless compan
calling upon God seem of little avail against all
the powers of the realm; but the mightiest
powers are unseen. For him. (5) Weshould
pmyl.ﬂnot only for ourselves, but for others in
trouble, )

6. Would have brought. Rev. Ver,,
‘“ Was about to bring him forth.” The same
night. The night before his expected execu-
tion. Peter was sleeping. e had slept
in Gethsemane through weakness of the flesh ;
now he sleeps in prison by the strength of his
faith.—Arnot. (8) See what trust in the Saviour
can do to give perfect peace. Bound with
two chains. By the wrist chained to the
wrist of a soldier on each side. Keepers.
Rev. Ver.,, ““Guards.” The other two eoldiers
outside the door leading into the court of the
prison.

7. And behold. It was between three and
six o'clock, as Peter was not missed until morn-
ing. The angel. Rev. Ver.,, ““ An angel;”
some divinely sent and superuatural mnnifeestn-
tion, not an unknown friend who had secured
entrance. Came upon him. Suddenly and
from above. The same expression is used in
Luke 2. 9. Light shined. The natural
effluence of the angelic presence. In the
prison. Rev. Ver., “Cell.” Not in all the
rison, but only in Peter's dungeon. Smote

'eter. To arouse him from uﬁep and fix his
attention. Raised him. ‘‘Awoke him.”
[Rev. Ver.] Chains fell off. (7) Divine
power can easily overcome earthly difficulties,
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8, 9. Gird thyself. Orientals do not | 15, 16. Thou art mad. 8o slow were
take off their garments, but loosen them while they to believe that their prayers had been
lying down to sleep, Peter is directed to dress answered, Constantly affirmed. Wit
himself deliberately and calm] 3 - | the quick ear of {outh she had recognized his
Loose shoes, covering only the so! e, and fastened voice, and knew she Wwas not mistaken, It is
with thonfs. Cast thy garment. His | hj i i

believed in guardian angels, and Christ asserts
the fact in Matt, 18. 10, though he does not
explain its precise meaning, Continued
knocking. Perhaps yncertain whether hie
first call lﬂﬁbeen heard, Astonished. The
Rev. Ver. has ‘‘amazed,” an expression made
with reference to the impression made by super-
natural events,

17. Beckoned. Perhaps unable to make
himself heard, perhaps as there was danger of
Attracting attention frop, the neighbourheod,

eclared. Told the story. Show... .un-
to James. ““The Lord's brother,” gon of
Joseph and Mary, and a leader in the early
Church. Though not Precisely an a vostle, he is
80 called in a few places.  He wag the author of
the Epistle of James, and ig said to have been
martyred not long before the destruction of
Jerusalem by the Romans, The brethren,
The Church, He depa.rted. As he would
be sought for in the city, he left it for g season,

ut soon afterward returned, See Chap. 15, 7.

hought he saw & vision. It seemed
like the revelation he had received upon the
house.top in Joppa.  Chap, 10, 10-17,

10. First and second ward. Not
different parts of the prison, but the two sections
of the guard ; one at his door, the other at the
eourt-yard. Jpon gate. Leading from the

rison court-yard into the street of the city,
8pened to them. (8) So often dreaded
obstacles are seen to melt away in the path of
Providence. Through one street. A dis.
tance of one block or Square. Notice thé char.
acteristic accuracy of Luke's description, The
n.nfel departed. Vanished out of sight, as
no longer ueeded, (9) Extruordinlry dealings
gf Providence cease when the ordinary are suf-

cient,

. GOLDEN TEX'T.
The angel of the Lord encampetn round
lln:t l.he- that fear him, Psa, ll??. i
OUTLAINK,
1. Herod's Prison, v. 1.6, ‘
2. God's Angel, v.7-11,
3. Mary's House, v, 1217,
HoOmE READINGS,
M. Herod and Peter, Acts 12, 1.17,
Tu, Paul's escape. 2 Cor, 11, 18.83,
W. The spies’ escape.  Josh, 2, 1.24,
Th. David's escape. Psa, 34, 1.29,
F. Elisha's deliverance, 2 Kings 6, 8.93,
S, Jeremiah's deliverance, Jer, 8§ 1-13.
8, Daniel’s deliverance, Dan. 6. 16.23,

Time.—A.D, 44,
Place.—Jerusalem,
Explanationl.—llemd the king—This was
erod Agrippa 1., not the one who killed John
the Baptist, but related to him.  Stretchedq Jorth
his Imnds—Undertook, began, 7% vex—To do
harm to,  Killeq James—The apostle who had
cen one of the three most intimate wit', Jesus,
Pleased the Jews—They were always pleased to
have Christians slain. * 7% take Petor- ~Who was
the leader amon, the aposties, Unleavened
bread—The time of the Passover. Foyy quater-
nions—Sixteen soldiers in all.  After Easter—
This should be ‘‘after the Passover,” To bring
him_ forth—To be put to death. Prayer was
made —Prayer jg mightier than a wickeq king.
Would have brought him Jorth—Intended to do
0 on the next day, Peter was sleeping—Show-
bame before the door ig opened.  Knew | iug that he was at peace. Bound with two chains
Peter's voice. Showing that he had been a + chain fastening him to each soldier. Keep.
frequent visitor at the house. Fop gladness, ers—Guards watching, 7% angel—** An angel”
8o eager to let the others share her Joy that she | is more vorrect. Smote Peter—To awaken him,
forgot to open the gate, Chains fell of/—Showing divine power.  Qird

objects, enabled him to realize that he was really
awake and free, Now I know. By the best
8ssurance, that of experience, Hath de-

vered. He perceived that the rescue was
divine and miracylous, From all the ex-
Pectation. The Jews, now united against the

’hurch, were eager with expectant desire for the
ehief apostle’s blood,

12. Considered. Thought over the event,
his pregent surroundings, and his wisest course,
e house of Mary. A Christian matron,
the aunt (not sister) of Barnabas, Col. 4. 10,

twenty-five years after this, and was standing in
the fourth ceutury.  Mother of John,
John Mark, the courjer of Paul and Barnabas,
(next lesson), and writer of the second gospel,
He may have given Luke the fycts of this narra-
tion, any were gathered. They had
continned all nightin Prayer, as the morrow was
expected to witness Peter’s execution. Pray-
ing. They could pray for Peter when there
Was nothing else to be ‘done, (10) Let us work
while we can, but pray always,

13, 14. The door of the gate. The
outer or street door, Another door inside the
E‘orch led dil'eutl{iinto the house, A damsel.

he servant of ary, who was also a disciple,

amed Rhoda. The same name as Roge,
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thyself—Wrap your clothes around.  Wist not—
Did not understand. Saw a vision—As he had
seen in chap. 10. Second ward—The two guards
are meant. Jron gate—The outer gate of the
prison.  Through one street—One block, Come
to himself—Found himself really awake.  Surety
—For a certainty, truly. AU the expectation—
The Jews expected him to be slain. Considered
—Thought. ~ T'he house of Mary—Not the mo-
ther of Jesus, but another Mary. Together
praying—Praying for Peter, as they thought, in
prison.  Door of the gate—The door to the
porch, outside the house. A damsel—A young
girl.  Knew Peter's voice—As he had often been
there befure.  Opened not—Forgot to open it in
her joy. Affirmed—Declared. ~ It is his angel—
The Jews believed that each person was attended
by his own guardian angel. 7% hold Weir peace
Nyot to make a noise, which would attract notice.
Unto James—Not the apostle, buf *‘the Lord's
brother.”  Another place—Hiding from the
enemy,
LESNSON HVMNS,
No. 834, New Hymn Book. 8,1,8, hH4l
Saviour, like a Shepherd lead us,
Much we need thy tenderest care ;
In thy pleasant pastures feed us,
For our use thy fields prepare :
Blessad Jesus,
_Thou hast bought us, thine we are,

We are thine, do thou befriend us,
Be the guardian of our way ;

Keep thy flock, from sin defend us,
Seek us when we go astray :

essdd Jesus,
Hear, O hear us, when we pray!
Ne. 829, New Hymn Book. 7o & Gs.

Safe in the arms of Jesus,
Safe on his gentle breast,
There by his love o’ershaded,
Sweetly my soul shall rest.
Hark ! 'tis the voice of angels,
Borne in a song to me,
Over the fields ofsglory,
Over the jasper sea,
Safe in the arms of Jesus,
Safe on his gentle breast,
There by his love o’ershaded,
Sweetly my soul shall rest.

Jesus, my heart's dear refuge,
Jesus has died for me ;
Firm on the Rock of Ages,
Ever my trust shall be,
Here let me wait with patience,
Wait till the night is o'er ;
Wait till I see the mornin
Break on the golden shore,.—Safe, ete.
QUENTIONS FOR HOME STUDY,

1. Herod’s Prison, v. 1.6, What did
Herod do, and why ? Whom did he seize next !
‘What was his puj ! How did he make his

risoner safe ! mt was done in behalf of

eter ! What is the promise of Matt. 18, 191
What in verse 6 showed Peter's condition {

2. God’s Angal, v. 7-11.  What took place
hat did the angel tell Peter to

in the prison ?

.

THE SUNDAY SOHdOL"BANNER. 149

do? Wghere did they go? How did they pass

the gullis ! What did Peter think at the time

Where did the angel leave Peter ! How did alle
this illustrate the GoLvex Texr ?

3. Mary’s House, v. 12:17.  What Mary
was this?  Who were there? What did Peter
do at the house? Who came to the door, and
what did she dot What did the disci les say ¢
What ,did Peter tell them? What \iinl Peter
then do # How does this lesson illustrate Isa.

r .

TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON,

Where does this lesson show—

1. The safety of God's people ?

2. The weakness of Go'i's enemies ?

3. The péwer of prayer

The Resson Catechism.—(For the entire
school). 1. What did King Herod do in oppos-
ing the Gospel ¥ He killed the Apostle James.
2. Whom did he flext seize intending to slay ?
The Apostle Peter. 3. What did the Church do
for Peter in prison ! They prayed without ceas-
ing? 4. How did God answer their prayers ¢
By sending an angel. 5. What did the angel deo
for Peter ! He set him free from prison,

DoCTRINAL SUGGESTION. —Answer to prayer.’

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. Herod's prison, v.1-6. What further
danger threatened the Churcht Who was the
first vietim ! Whereby did Herod seek to please
the Jews? Why was Peter to be detained until
after the‘xnsoverl What did friends do for his
relief ¥ hat is said of the power of prayer in
James 5. 16! What measures were taken te

secure the prisoner !

2. Gotfs angel, v. 7-11. How was the
prayer of the Church answered ! What was the
manner of Peter's delivery! What was Peter's
thought during his deliverance?! What was his
afterthought ¢

3. Mary’s house, v. 12:17. What was
being done at the house of Mary?! What was
the effect of Peter's appearance there? Why
were they surprised at the answer to their own
prayers ! What news did Peter bring them, and
what message did he leave {

PRACUICAL TEACHINGN,

Wherein are we shown—

That duty and danger are often inseparable

That there is one effectual aid the believer can
always employ ?

That God has his servants in constant remem-
brance ?

That the true believer will see the hand of the
Lord in his providences ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

What troubles came upon the believers in
Jerusalem ! Herod the king began to persecute
them. Whom did Herod liﬁ‘l James, the
brother of John. Whom did he put in prison ?
Peter. What was his object? To please the
Jews. Who was watching over Peter all the
time? The God who never slumbers. Whom
did Le send to save him ! An angel, while Peter
slept. What did the angel dot He awakened
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Peter, and said, “ Follow me.” What did Peter
think? That he saw a vision. When did the
angel leave him ¢ After leading him to a place
of safety. What did Peter see in this? The
hand of God. Where did he then go? To the
house of Mary. Who were gathered there?
Many of the disciples. What were they doing ?
Praying for Peter. What did they think when
they saw Peter ¥ That God does answer prayer.
Where was Peter obliged to go? To a place
unknown to Herod. Does God still hear the
prayer of his people ! Just as surely as he heard
prayer for Peter. [Repeat GoLpex Texr.)

WORDS WiITH 'LE PEOPLE,

We may take all our troubles to Jesus.
Remember—That he loves to help us. That he
will help us if we trust him, That he has power
to deliver us from our enemies. That prison
walls cannot shut him out.

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
The Troubles of Saints,

. SOURCES OF TROUBLE,
1. Worldly Power. “Herod the king.”

% 1
“ Kings of the earth. . . .against his An-

ointed.” Psa, 2. 2,
2. Religious Bigotry. “Pleased the
Jews.” v, 3.
“ Command fire to come. . . . from heay-
en.” Luke 9. 54.

3. Desire for Popularity,
pleased.” v, 3,
“Not as pleasing men....but God.”
1 Thess. 2, 4.
I1. VICTORY OVER TROUBLE.
He killed James. ... with the sword.” v, 2.
“Victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ.” 1 Cor. 135, 57.
III. HELP IN TROUBLE.
1. Prayer. “Prayer...... without ceas-

“Saw it

m%." v. 5
““Call upon me in the day of trouble.”
Psa. 50. 15.
2. Peace. “Peter was sleeping.” v. 6.
“Keep him in perfect peace....on
thee.” Isa. 26, 3. !
3. Angels. “The angel....came.” v, 7,
“Angel. .. .encampeth round about.”
Psa. 34. 7.
4. Deliverance. “ God hath. .. .deliv-
ered.” v. 11,
“Shall deliver thee in six troubles.”
Job 5. 19,
QUENTIONS FOR HOME STUDY,
God's People In Trial,

1. God suffers trials to come upon his
people for their good and his glory. wv. 1,2,

2. God delivers some from trial by a
speedy call home to heaven. v, 2.

3. God allows others to pass through trial

in order to show the support of his grace.
v. 4

4. God’s people are led by trial to more
earnest and unceasing prayer to him. v. s.

5. God’s people have victory over trial in
the peace of soul which they enjoy. v. 6.

6. God watches over his people in trial,
and sends angels to minister to them. v. 9s

7. God opens a path for his people through
trial by his almighty power. v. 7-11.

8. God answers prayer in trial sometimes
to the surprise of those who have offered it.
V. 1%

CATECHISM QUESTION.

4. What was the sin by which our first parents
Jell from that holy and happy state into which
they were created !

The sin by which our first parents fell from
that holy and happy state in which they were
created was the eating the forbidden fruit.

The Lord God commanded the man, saying,
Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely
eat ; but of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the
day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.—
Genesis 2, 16, 17,

When the woman saw that the tree was good
for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes,
and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she
took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave
also unto her husband with her ; and he did eat.

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES,
BY SARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

There are few of us, I suppose, who are
not familiar with the old Roman legend
which tells

““How brave Horatius kept the bridge "

which spanned the Tiber, when the army of
Porsenna strove to force it and capture the
city of Rome. With two valiant helpers
he guarded the entrance, and held the whole
hostile force at bay. Having at length dis-
missed his comrades, he kept his post a
short tiine longer, and then in a moment he
had plunged into the river below, to swim
to shore. Had he failed in his undertaking ?
No. Then why did he leave the post which
he had so long and so effectually guarded ?
Why did he abandon the entrance of that
bridge to the foe ? Because it was no longer
necessary to keep it. It was not for the
sake of the bridge, but of the city, that he
had fought, and after the bridge had been
broken down behind him, the safety of the
city no longer depended upon it. It might
be left to the will of the enemy, for Rome
was now safe.

Our lesson to-day is about guarding. It
is not a brid, e, not a city, but a man, that is
the object of it. And the guarding is two-
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fold. Let us see how it was performed and
how it was answered. We see Peter

1. Guarded as a prisoner.

He lies in the prison, chained by each
arm to a soldier. The door of his cell is
guarded by another soldier ; the door of the
prison by another. And, lest these should
relax their vigilance, there are others to
relieve them at intervals. And besides the
chains on Peter's hands, there were the
strong bolts and bars of the prison doors,
and the great iron gate which shut in the
whole. Was he not well guarded ? But
might not the guards be persuaded, or
bribed, tp let him pass out? No, for he is
the prisoner of King Herod, and they will
hai to answer for their prisoner with their
own lives, Peter seems far more securely
guarded than the bridge held by three men
against an army. And Herod has no doubt
but that on the morrow his victim will be
brought forth to die at his command, like
James, the brother of John. But he has
made a mistake,

2. Guarded as a free man.

Take away a man’s freedom, and he be-
comes restless. He chafes and struggles,
or he grows dull and moody, and pines
away. But Peter sleeps sweetly, though he
is expecting death on the morrow. Evident-
ly he is not at war with his lot. He does not
feel like a man in fetters. He is satisfied.
His spirit is free. Is it natural for a man to
be calm and eontent under such circum-
stances? A man may be naturally self-
controlled, dignified, and patient, but not
satisfied and free. “ The iron” will enter
“into his soul,” even it he does not show it.
Peter’s soul is guarded, or he would not be
free. The Lord is guarding him.

But what of his body, or, rather, of his
earthly life? Is not that in the hands of
Herod? See. Thert is a light in the dark
prison ; an angel is there; and Peter is
bidden to rise. Can +he, when chained to
the sleeping soldiers? *Yet he does rise, and
the chains fall off. He is bidden to follow
the angel. He is not borne out, but he
passes out after his guide : the doors, the
bolts, the bars, the iron gate, all give way,
and the free man passes forth. When'
morning comes the prisoner is not to be
found. How is this? He had seemed to
be Herod’s prisoner, but was in reality the
Lord’s free man» The Lord had guarded
him, and his enemies were disappointed.

But how was it with Peter’s friend and
companion, James the brother of John?
Was not he, too, the Lord’s free man? Yet
a short time before he had been put to death
by his enemies. No angel had appeared for
him. No prison doors had opened for him.
Had the Lord’s guardianship failed? No

doub the spirit of James was kept in peace
and in freedom, like that of Peter. But
what of his body, what of his earthly life ?
Was it not left to the will of his foes ?

So they thought. Herod had won favor
with the people by giving up James to the
sword of the executioner. He intended to
please them still further by the sacrifice of
Peter. He had had his will once, why not
again ? But he forgot the Lord. The Lord
had not left his servant James to the will of
his enemies. He had guarded his earthly
life just as long as it was needful—needful
for his own profit and for the good of the
Church. That bridge over the Tiber was
kept as long ‘as it was needful. When at
length abandoned, the city of Rome was be-
yond the reach of the invaders. And when
James the servant of God drew his last
breath, he was forever safe from the tofich
of adversity. No enemy could aim a dart
at him any more forever.

This is the Lord’s guardianship, which
never fails.gWe must not lead young people
to suppose that if they yield themselves to
him he will protect them from all that the
world calls harm. They may meet with
accidents, pain, loss, as well as other people,
but only so far as he sees good for them.
Nothing shall touch them except he wills it.
In the utmost peril they are safe from all
real harm. Christ answers for them with
his own life, for their life is “ hid with Christ
in God.” Their earthly life is safe until it is
better it should go. As Frances Ridley
Havergal wrote :

““Our yet unfinished story
Is tendinggall to this—
To GoXthe’reatest glory,
To us the greatest bliss !”

BEREAN METHODS,
Mints for the 'l‘ru.f.:lor-' Meeting nand the
LT

Distinguish between, 1. Herod the Great ;
2. Herod the tetrarch ; 3. Herod the king,
(this Herod) . ... Distinguish between, 1.
James, the brother of John, v. 2 ; 2. James,
“the Lord’s brother.” v. 17....Gontrast in
this lesson—I. The spirit of Herod : 1. Hat-
ing the Gospel ; 2. Seeking for popularity ;
3. Without principle; 4. Cruel; 5. Self-
confident....Il. The spirit of Peter: 1.
Submissive ; 2. Peaceful ; 3. Trustful ; 4.
Following divine direction ; 5. Recognizing
the divine hand....III. The spirit of the
Church : 1. Helpless before worldly power ;
2. Mighty in prayer; 3. Sympathizing,
united, v. 12; 4. Surprised at the success of
its own prayers....IV. The aspects of God
in this lesson : 1. He notices the wrath of
men; 2. He knows where his disciples are ;




3. He hears prayer; 4. He has almighty
agencies in behalf of his cause; 5. He can
protect his people. . . -ILLUSTRATIONS., An
angel legend relates that the accuser of
James, struck by his confession, became a
Christian, and was led away with him to
martyrdom.  As they went to execution, he
asked the apostle’s forgiveness. After a
moment’s thought, he replied, “ Peace be to
thee,” and kissed him, and so both were
beheaded together. ... The iron gate is an
emblem of obstacles which are invisibly
removed from the path of God's servant’s,
-...Herod’s persecution reminds ot the
answer which Dionysius, the tyrant of Syra-
cuse, gave to another ruler, who inquired
how to be secure upon his throne. He led
the messenger into a field of wheat, and
began striking down right and left the tallest
heads, thus suggesting the destruction of
the leaders in the popular party. ... An
electric wire is very slight, yet it will bear a
current to turn an engine wheel, to carry a
message, to give light as bright as day, or to
strike death into the ane who places his body
in its path. Such are the prayers of God’s
people.

Blackboard.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, Neq,

(110D WAS Wiry

TH
EOPLE

IN
RAYER

HE HEAR L He sent

He SAVED

DIRECTIONS,
son with white
bright colours,

BLACKBOARD QUESTIONS.
Peter ? Why was he there ? Was he in
great danger? Who are the people referred
to? Where were they ? What were they
doing?  For whom?  Who heard the
Prayer? What did He do? How did He
save Peter ?

Draw the wails of the pri-
chalk, and the letters in
SO as to make a contrast,

Where was

The Power of Prayer
I8

Prayer in Faith,
Not

Faith in Prayer,

“Ask, and it shan be given,”
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Primary ana Intermediate.
BY M. V. M,

LESSON THOUGHT. God our Great Keep-
er. To be taught ;: That God is the Father
of a great family; that every little child
belongs to his family; that God keeps watch
over each of his children,

LORD Sy 1. Ask what a lion is,

{0l and let the children tell
what they know about
lions, what their nature
is, what they will do if let
loose, etc. Print “Herod”
on the board, and tell
that he was a kind of
man-lion, because he was fierce and cruel,
and would kill people to please himself
See what the children remember about this
Herod’s grandfather, and also about his
uncle, who beheaded John the Baptist. Tell
whom this Herod had Just killed, and why,
and also what he had done to Peter. Tell
where Peter was, how bound, fastened, etc.,
and see what children think his fate is likely
to Teach that Peter is one of a great
family, and that his Father js very rich and
powerful, and that he loves Peter very much.
Ask if children think his Father will let him
be killed to please Herod and the wicked
Jews,

2. Talk about families,
sometimes small,
tell how large the

1

1’)[UEL‘\/KR

sometimes large,
Let some of the children
family is to which they

as to who has care of
ask who takes care of
Shaw that all the peogple
on earth, big and little, belong to one great
family, asking the name of this family.
Read Eph. 3. 14, 15, and tell children that
their friends who Lave gone to heaven still
belong to their family.  Let children tell
who is Father of thijs family, and ask why,
he can take care of so many, and if the:
think it troubles this kind Father to have
some of his children naughty and unloving,
3. Tell how Peter’s Father sent to take
Peter out of prison. He did not need to
send an army, or even a strong man with a
sword, though there were sixteen men keep-
ing guard over Peter, He just sent an
angel, and that was enough.  Tell briefly
some of the visits of angels described in the
Bible, and teach that angels come to us on
errands from God, bringing good thoughts,
good desires, etc, Perhaps some will won.
der why Peter was delivered from prison
and death, while John the Baptist was be-
headed. Teach that the great Father of
the family, to which we all belong, knows

belong. Question
them, etc.  Then
father and mother.

Just the best thing for each one. He wanted
Peter to live longer, and so took him out of
prison.  If he had wanted him to die, then
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his angel would have come to take Peter’s | Does the dazzle blind the man ? He rises
spirit away to God. Teach the lesson of confusedly, the chains dropping off as if the
love for our Father who keeps us in safety. |light had melted them. Why don’t the
| guards get up? No, they are asleep, and
aassh Word:Plovmres, the prisoner is half asleep, fancying it is a
A night attack is to be made on the old dream, and he slips on_his sandals, binds
prison. A man is to be liberated. How? | his girdle, and puts on his outer coat only
When? I hear no tramp of an attacking | as the angel bids. They pass out. Finally,
force. The streets are deserted. No | they come to an iron gate. It falls back as
house-lights are visible. Ah, there is one in | if it were a living thing, abashed, awed, and
that house where the prisoner’s friends are | retreating before that glorious form of flame.
gathered. Do they make the attack? They} Ho, keepers! The prisoner is going !
are not putting on any armour. They have | Unhindered, the angel and his follower pass
only fallen on their knees, their hands | out into the cool night air, and at a street-
clasped, their faces turned upward, their | corner the dazed prisoner is left alone. He
souls in prayer for the man in prison. And | rubs his eyes, reflects, and exclaims, “ The
he? Heis the helpless centre of multiplied | Lord hath sent his angel I” And all this
prison-walls. Outside of all is the dreaded | while God’s people have been praying. It
power of the king forbidding any approach. | is at the door of their gate that a knock is
There are the keepers on guard about the | heard ! Run, Rhoda, and see who it is !
prison. There are the stone walls, the iron | She steals along, puts her ear close up to
gates, the soldiers on either hand of the | the gate—she may have asked the knocker’s
prisoner, and finally his chains, all to secure | name—and wonders who it may be. Sol-
one weak, defenseless man. Why do not his | diers sent to arrest the disciples? It is the
friends arm and make the attack? They prisoner ! It cannot be! Butitis! There
only keep on praying. The moon, soon to | is his voice,! She runs back to that pray-
round into its p: -glory, is looking in | ing circle. Ho, every one! Stop your
at the prison-window. It sees the three prayers!| The prisoner is at the gate!
men sleeping on the floor, the prisoner be- | They stop their praying, look around, but
tween his two guards. As he stirs his chains | do they get up from their knees? They
clank harshly on the stone floor. Can he be cannot, will not, believe the news. They
liberated? The wind without moans as if | have no faith in their own praying, some-
in pity. And the voices of the friends at | thing not to be answered so easily. The
their supplications sound as empty and vain. | damsel is “mad I” That night attack could
Still they keep on praying. See! The |not have been a success. But there is
light of the moon has touched the prisoner’s | Rhoda insisting that Peter is at the door,
face. He is smiling. What is he thinking | Nonsense! “It is his angel,” they cry.
of? Dreaming of a greater glory, a light | Hark ! There is his knock again, louder
above that of moon or sun that he once saw | now ! Poor fellow, he has harder work to
on a mountain in a transfiguration-hour? | get among his friends than to get away from
A light above that of moon or sun? What | his enemies ! But they are now crowding
is this in the old prison now? Out of this | to the gate. Rhoda carries the little lamp,
glory, like a king out of his golden palace, | while Mark follows, Mary too, James look-
steps the angel of the Lord! Ho! ho! ing over Rhoda’s shoulder, others pressing
Wake the guards! Rouse the keepers ! | forward while holding back, all on tip-toe,
The prison has been entered ! The libera- | their eyes staring, their mouths full of ex-
tor has come! He shakes the prisoner, | clamations, all peering into the night, and
‘“ Arise up quickly I” What is the matter ? | there is—Peter !

——, e
A. D, 45. = May %1,
LESSON IX.—PAUL AND BARNABAS IN CYPRUS.
Acts 18, 112,
1 Now there were a in the | nabas and Saul for the work e whereunto I have
NE church that was at Antioch cer- | called them.
® ‘S tain prophets and teachers ; as dNum.8. 14; Gal. 1. 15; 2. 9.—e¢ Matt. 0. 88;
b Barnabas, and Simeon that was Rom. 10. 16 ; Eph.8.7,8; 1Tim. 2.7 ; Heb. 5. 4.

W called Niger, and Luciusc of | #¥3 And when they had fasted and prayed,
Cyrene, and Manaen, a which | and laid their hands on them, they sent them
had been brought up with Herod | away.

the tetrarch, and Saul. 434 So they, being sent forth by the Holy
@ Chap. 14, 26, — Chap. 11. 22, —c Rom. 16. 21. | Ghost, departed unto Seleucia 3 and from thence
——a Or. Herod's foster brother, they sailed to f Cyprus,
442 As they ministored to the Lord, and 4. 36

fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate & me Bar- 5 And when they were at Salamis, they
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preached the word of God in the synagogues
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of EXPLANATORY AND PRACTIOA

L

the Jews : and they had also g John to their NOTES,

o2 Verse 1. At Antioch. See Notes, Les.
6 And when they had gone through the isle | %00 VIL, verse 19. Antioch was a natural

unto Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer,
false prophet, a Je

7 Which was with the de
Sergius Paulus, a prude
Barnabas and Sau A
of God,

8 But & Elymas the sorcerer
name by interpretation )
to turn away the deputy

h Exod.’7.11; 2 Tim, 3

9 Then 5 Sanl (who also is called ¢ P;

filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him,
'hat is, Destroyer, —— That is, Worker,

10 And said, O full of all subtilty and al

mischief, 4 thon

child of the devil
of all righteousness, wilt thou n,

the right ways of the Lord ¢
+ Matt, 13, 38; John 8. 44; 1 John 8.8.

11 And now, behol

is upon thee, and tho
the sun for a season,
fell on him a mist and a
about seeking some to 1
7 Exod. 9.3 ; 2 Kings

12 Then the deputy, when he saw what was

done, believed, being astonished at the doctrine
of the Lord,

withstood them, seekin,

from the faith,
i

aul),

And immediately there
darkness ; and he went
ead him by the hand,
6. 18,

GENERAL STATEMENT,

From Jerusalem, as the centre
the capital of Christianity is no
Antioch, where an earnest company of disciples
are assembled, seeking for light from above on
the way of duty for the Church. The answer
comes, and Barnabas, the generous and the intel-
ligent, with Saul, the ardent and the bold, are
sef apart for a special work in the cause of the
world's salvation, We see the hands
Church laid o

of Gospel effort,
w transferred to

to the two missionaries on
; the shores of Syria fading
away in the distance, and the coasts of Cyprus
looming nearer, Littlo dream the princes and
statesmen of Rome that those two undistin-
guished Jews are carrying the world's destiny as
they step ashore in" the harbour of Salamis !
They preach in the synagogues, they visit the
villages, they travel the length of the island,
bringing gladness to many hearts, and satisfying
many yearnings after God, At the capital of the
isle, Truth and Error meet face to face before the
proconsul's chair of state, Elymas the wizard

and Paul the apostle, stand confronting each
other, one with the dark shadow of a pit, the
other uplifting the banner of the cross. The
conflict 1s brief, for falsehood sinks cowering to
earth under the inspired rebuke and the divine

udgment. The Roman ruler receives the truth,

nd adds the influence of his social position to
the cause of the Gospel, and Paul, no longer

Saul, stands forth ag the recognized leader in the
work of Christ,

the deck of the vessel

w, Whose name was Bar-jesus :

puty of the country,
nt man ; who called for
and desired to hear the word

(for so is his

, thou enemy
ot cease to pervert

d, j the hand of the Lord
u shalt be blind, not seeing

centre for missionary operations, since it stood at
the point of union between Syria and Asia Minor,
with the Oriental world back of it, and all the
Mediterranean lands in close commercial rela.
tions. Its Church was composed of Jews and
Gentiles in harmonious relations, and represented
an intelligent, aggressive, and broad church-life,
Prophets and teachers, The former
spoke by direct inspiration, the latter gave more
systematic instruction in the Gospel.  See Eph.
1. Barnabas, The generous, liberal-
minded, and eloquent Levite, whose name means
‘“son of exhortation.” See his previous history
in Acts 4. 36, 37; 9. 27; und 11, 22.25,
Simeon... .Niger. Or *‘the black ;" per-
haps indicating an African origin, and showing
that the colour-line was not draw in that Church,
Lucius of Cyrene. Also from Africa, west
of Egypt, but otherwise unknown, Manaen
i, orought up with Herod. Rey. Ver.,
* foster-brother.”~ Strange that the companion
in childhood of John the Baptist's murderer
should grow up to become a Christian teacher !
Brought up in the palace of Herod the Great,
one of the wickedest places of earth, he came
forth pure. 1. Character will assert itself in
spite of circumstances, 9, Whieh has the
reater honour to-day, the king or the disciple ¢
aul. Named last, as perhaps the youngest in
the noble fellowship, yet destined to outshine
them all. He was at this time forty.one or
forty-two years old,

8

2. As they ministered. The language
would hint that this was a solemn service in
which these five men were engaged, probably
seeking divine light upon the question of their
duty toward the heathen world, the first mission-
ary prayer-meeting. Fasting., Showing their
earncstness was so intense as to disregard the
claims of the body. 4. The Christian should
always keep the ody under the domination of
the spirit. ' The Holy Ghost said, Pro-
baoly by a strong conviction upon the minds of
all who were present, though' perhaps by the
mouth of one or more of the prophets. Sepa-
rate me. Set apart to a special service, re-
quiring all their powers and all their time.

arnabas and Saul. Both consecrated and
carnest workers, old and tried friends, each
having his own gifts, and each suited to the
other. For the work. It was the work of

reaching to the Gentiles salvation through
&nrist. I have called them. By virtue of
they became apostles, invested with
equal to that of the Twelve. 5. Seo
entence a proof of the rersonality,
and authority of the Holy Ghost.

this call
authority
in this s
divinity,

3,4

, 4. Fasted and prayed, This service
of ordinati

ation or consecration took place at
d their hands, The
hey were indorsed by the

another meeting. Lai
formal act by which t

Church as workers for

God, and inducted, not to
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an order, but an office. Sent them away.
This Church gave to the cause of missions, not
its money, but its two best men. Sent forth
by the Holy Ghost. The Spirit and the
Czurch united in the sending, and the world by
its need appealed to them. Seleucia, The
sea-port of Antioch, at the mouth of the Orontes.
They sailed. A sail westward of less than a
day, with a fair wind. To Cyprus. A large
island of the Mediterranean, between Cilicia and
Phanicia. It was chosen, (1) Because near by ;
(2) The home of Barnabas; (3) Having many
Jews, who would form a meaus of approach to
the Gentiles ; (4) There were already disciples of
Christ from the island. Acts 11. 20,

5. Salamis, The principal town on the
eastern side of the island, now a mass of ruins,
Preached the word. Proclaimed the word;
that is, made known the tidings of salvation
through Jesus Christ. In the synagogue.
These were to be found in every large town, and
formed starting-points for the Gospel, since (1)
The Gospel was to be preached to the Jews, and
the worshipping element were more ready to
receive it than others. (2) At the synagogue
were found many Gentiles inquiring after the one
God. They had also John. John Mark,
the son of Mary in Jerusalem (last lesson, ver.
12), afterward author of the second gospel. He
was the nephew of Barnabas, (Col. 4. 10), and
younger than the two apostles. To their
minister, Rev. Ver,, ‘“Attendant.” To aid
by making provision for their care, and perhaps
to baptize those converted. Paul especially was
in deticate health at all times, and sometimes in
great suffering. 6. Those who fulfil the lowlier
offices of God’s work are honoured in the Gospel.

6. Gone through the isle, Preaching
the Gospel in its towns, 7. The labours, un-
written in the earthly record, are laid up in
heaven. Unto Pa,phos. Now Baffu, at the
western end of the island ; then the capital, and
the seat of a famous sanctuary of Venus, where
the most abominable licentiousness was practiced
in the sacred rites. A certain sorcerer.
Like Simon ot Samaria, (Lesson I), one who pro-
fessed to have dealings with spirits and to pos-
sess supernatural powers. Opinions are divided
whether they were simply skilful performers, or
did deal with evil spirits, as the warnings of the
Old Testamenut seemed to indicate. A false
prophet. Misleading men by his utterances,
which seemed to be inspired. Bar-jesus.
““Son of Jesus, or Joshua ;” both names being
the same, one Greek, the other Hebrew.

'7. Which was with. Ancient history
informs us that most ot the rulers in Rome, such
men as Marius, Ceesar, Tiberius, consulted ma-

ivians, and often kept them in their retinue,
%he deputy. Rev. Ver,, ‘““the proconsul,”
the correct title, as shown by coins struck in the
reign of Claudins, when Paul visited the island.
Rulers appointed by the emperor were styled pro-
preetors, those appointed by the Senate, procon-
suls. Sergius Paulus. A Roman of whom
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nothing more is known than is here related,. A
prudent man. ‘A man of understanding,”
(Rev. Ver,,) that is, an intelligent man, open
to ‘conviction, and possessing good judgment.
Called for. The same eagerness for spiritual
light which has prompted him to listen to
Bar-jesus now led hiin to send for the apostles ;
showing that the Gospel had obtained some pro-
minence, .

8. Elymas. This was his self-assumed
name, meaning ‘‘ the wise one,” just as “‘wizard "
comes from wize-ard. Withstood them.
Evidently the opposition was face to face, the
magician and the apostles confronting each other,
Seeking to turn. He endeavoured by argu-
ments and arts to prevent the proconsul from
accepting the faith of the Gospel. 8. There is an
irrepressible conflict between Satan's emissaries
and Christ’s followers.

9. Saul....called Paul. From this hour
the old Hebrew name ceases, and the new name
Paul begins. A dozen reasons have been assigned,
but it is most likely that, like many Jews, and
especially those brought into relations with
Gentiles, he had from the first two names, one
Jewish, the other Roman, and now that his work
begins distinctly among the Gentiles, the Hebrew
name is laic aside for the other. Filled with
the Holy Ghost. With a sudden inspira.
tion from*God, giving insight into character, and
adding authority to his utterances. Set his
eyes upon him. Looking upon the enemy
with quick and penetrating glance.

10. And said. Notice that this invective
was not the expression of Paul's personal indig-
nation, but the utterance of the Spirit through
him. 9. We must be careful not to attribute
our own passionate words to the Spirit of God.
Full ofl all subtilty (Rev. Ver., “ guile")
and mischief, (Rev. Ver., *“ villainy.”) One
word refers to his falsity, the other to his unscru-
pulousness of character. Child of the dewvil.
*‘Son of the devil,” (Rev. Ver.,) as is every evil-
doer. Pervert the right ways. Not
merely perverting men from the ways of God,
but misrepresenting God's truth.

11. The hand of the Lord, Not Paul's
wrath, but God’s hand. Blind.. ..for a
season. Total blindness, not even able to see
the light ; but only for a season, not to make life
bitter, but only to convince others of the divine

ower which he was opposing. Perhaps Paul

Knpad that the same results might follow the
blindness of Elymas as his own three days’ loss
of sight. Mist and a darkness. First a
mist, soon followed by a darkness. He who
blinded others now becomes blind.

12. Deputy .... believed. Accepted
Christ and the Gospel ; and may have gone on to
the enjoyment of a living, personal experience of
salvation. Doctrine, (Rev. Ver., * teaching,”)
of the Lord. The teaching of which the
Lord Jesus was the subject.




156 THE SUNDAY SCHooOL BANNER.
et o

[May 27
L

GOLDEN TEXT,

Separate me Barnabas ana Saul for the work

whereunto § bave called them, Acts 13, 9,
OUTLINE,

1. The Forelgn Dllnulolarlu, v. 16,
2. The False Prophet, v, .11,

+ The Famous Convert, v, 12,

HOME REA DINGN,

M. Paul and Barnabas in Cyprus. Acts13, 112
) Tw, The chay
W.

.
sent.  Separate me—**Set apart to my service,"
The work—The work of preaching the Gospel
to the heathen wop]q, Laid theiy hands—Asg an
act of consecration to their mission, 75 the
synagogues—They preached Where the Jews met
to worship, ag through them they could reach
the people, John—John Mark, who wrote the
foupel. Their minister--'| hejr attendant and
ol per, Through the 1

Ir—Preauhing as the;
went. A certain sorcerer—QOne who pretended
'ge to theaposties, Matt, 10.16.33, ;i : iri
he great commission, Matt. 28. 1-20, to have power to Seal with il
Th. Ambassadors for (

A false pro.

hrist. 2 Cor. § 12.91 peaking God's word,

An earnest Ministry, 1 Thess 2, 1-13,
8. The faithfy] pastor. 1 Tim, 4, 1.1,
The subject of Preaching. 1 Cor, 1. 17.31.

LEssoN HmyYmns,
No. 707, New Hymn Book,

Jesus shall reign where'er the sun
Doth hig successive journeys run $
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore,
Till suns shall rige and set no more,

For him shal) endless prayer be made,
And praises throng to crown his head ;
His name like sweet perfume shall rige
ith every morning sacrifice,
Peoples and realms of every tongue
is love with

phtth(:iving Pretense of g
Ii«zrjuu.\-—Mvsuing *“the son of Jegys," The
deputy—The Romay ruler whose titlo was pro-
consul,  Prudens Man—A man of wigdom and
Jjudgment, Withstood them—Opposed the Gos-
pel as taught by Barnabas and Saul.  Saut.,,,
called Paul— A ho Was now among Gentiles, he
used his Roman name, rather than his Jewish,
Filled with the Holy G/msl—Spenking by divine
—Low and " wickeq cunning.
villainy,"
ways—Turn men from walking in
the ways of God, Blind—As a punishment for

eading others away from the light.  For a season

ut perhaps until he should re-
pent.  Mist and darkness— A growing blindnegs.

the Gospel which was
proved by such miracles, Doctrine of the Loyd
— *‘The truth concerning the Lord,” ag taught
by Paul,

L. M.

No. 725, New Hymn Book,

Saviour, sprinkle Many nations,
Fruitful Jet th sorrows be ;
By thy paing nnJ'consolntionl
Draw the Gentiles unto thee 3
Of thy cross the Wwondrous story
e to all the nationg told ;
et them see thee in thy glory,
And thy mercy manifold;
Saviour, 1o | the isles are waiting,
Stretched the hand, and strained the sight,
or thy Spirit, new creating,
Ve's pure flame, and wisdom's light ;
Give the word, and of the preacher
Speed the foot, and touch the tongue,
Till on earth by every creature
Glory to the Lamb be sung,
Time. —A.D. 45,
Pltcel—Alltioclx in Syria, and the island of
Cyprus in the Mediterranean,
Oonneoting Links, ], The death of Herod
Agrippa. Acts 19, 18-23

- 2. The return of
Paul'and Barnabag to Antioch,  Actg 12. 24, 25,

TEACHINGS OF THE g,
Where in this lesson do we find—

L. A call to the work of the Gospel 1
2. An example of interest in the Gospel ¢
warning against opposing the Gospel ¢
The Lesson Oatechl-m.—(For the entire
school.) 1, From what Church were the mig-
sionaries sent out o preach the Gospel ! From
the Church at Antioch, g, Whom (id they
send ' Barnabag and Saul. 3, Where giq they
begin the work of preaching t Iy the island of
Was among the people con-
r labours 1 Sergiug Paulus,
the Roman ruler, 5. By what name was Saul
henceforth called Pnuﬁ'

8s & Vs,

ho
verted through thej

QUENTIONS FOoR momg N’l‘l”l)l'.

1. The Foreign Hiniona.riol, v. 1.5,
From what (‘hun,i did_ they start ¢ What is

whom, were the called? To wha,
d ¢ &'

sionary work ¢ Matt. 28, 10, Where did thege
two missionaries go!' Who helped them in
their work 1 Sep Acts 12, 12,

2. The Falge Prophet, v, 6.1, Who was
het Where did they meet him ¢ With whom
was he at the time 1 What is he calleq in verse
61 What did he try o do? What New name
do we find in verge 91 What diq Paul call the
Sorcerer ! What is said of the sinner in | Jehn
3. 81 What diq Paul say to him, and what fol-

!
3. The F

amous Convert, v, 19, Who
washe? What good example did he show in

lived with him asa child.  Herod ¢he tetrarch—
Not King Herod, in the last lesson, but the one
who slew John the Baptist, Saul—Named last,
238 perhaps the youngest, 7, ministered—
| Were engaged in a servige of worship, 7%e Holy
Ghost Said—By an inwarq voice to agl those pre.
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verse 71 What led him to believe ! What is it
to believe on Jesus? Have you so believed on
Jesus Christ 1
DOoCTRINAL SUGGESTION. —The call to the
ministry,
QUENTIONS FOR NENIOR NTUDENTS,
1. The Foreign Missionaries, v. 1-5.
What divine direction did the disciples at
Antioeh receive ! How were Paul and Barnabas
erdained ¥ On what journey did the Spirit send
themt Where did thoi commence t‘wir mis-
:ionnry preaching ! What assistauce did they
ave !

2. The Falge Prophet, v. 6-11. What
eneouragement did they find at Paphost With
what opposition did they meet!  Why was
Elymas opposed to the Gospel! What new name
i8 here given to Saul? How did he rebuke the
sorcerer ! What sentence did he prounounce upon
him ¢ How was it fulfilled 1

3. The Famous Convert, . 12. Who
was witness of this event? What was its effect
upon him ?

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS,
Wherein are we shown—

That our obligations to duty may reach beyond

our own homes ?

That special work needs special consecration ¢

That it is dangerous to oppose the Holy Spirit?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
NCHOLARNS,

What Church first sent out missionaries ¢ The
Church at Antioch, Whom did the Holy Spirit
eall to this work ! Barnabas and Saul, ow
did the Church consecrate them to the work ¢
By prayer and laying on of hands. To what
island did Barnabas and Saul go? To the island
of Cyprus. Who went with 5?em as a helpert
John Klnrk, a nephew of Barnabas, Where did
they first preach ! In the synagogues of Salamis,
What city did they next visit ¢ Paphos, where
the governor lived, Why did the governor send
for them? That he might hear about Jesus,
Who was with the wvernnr? A wicked sorcerer
named Elymas, hat did Elymas do? He
spoke against Christ. What did Saul call him ?
‘*A chiid of the devil.” What did he say
should come upon him ! Blindness, Of what
was the blindness a typet Of his inner dark-
ness. Why was Elymas thus punished ! Be-
eause he tried to keep the governor in darkness
of heart. How did this miracle affect the
governor ! He believed in the Lord, What
name was Saul known by after this? Paul,

WORDS Wi LITYLE VEOPLE,

An enemy of Clrist—Turns away from the
truth, Tries to keep others from believing it,
Tries to make the wrong seem right. A friend
of Christ—Asks to know God's will, Goes gladly
to do his work. Rebukes sin in his name.

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
The Missionary Spirit,
L. A Spirir or MiNistry,
As they ministered to the Lord, v, 2.
“The Spirit....dividing as he will.”
1 Cor. 12.11.
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IL. A SpIrIT oF CONSECRATION,
Separate me Barnabas and Saul, v, 2,
‘Separated. .. .called. . . .that 1 might
preach.” Gal. 1. 15.
ITL. A SPIRIT OF AGGRESSION,
The work whereunto. . . .called them. v, 8,
“Go ye therefore and teach all nations,”
Matt. 28, 19,
IV. A Sririr oF PrEAcHING,
They preached the word of God, v, 5,
“Preach the word ; be instant in season,
2 Tim. 4. 2.
V. A SpPIR1T oF INSPIRATION,
Saul. .. filled with the Holy Ghost, v. 9,
“I will put my Spirit  within you.”
Ezek. -36. 27
VL. A Spirir o INsigHT,
The child of the devil. v, 10,
“He that is spiritual judgeth all things,”
1 Cor. 2. 15,
VII. A Seirir oF Farrs,
The hand of the Lord is upon thee, v, 11,
*Signs shall follow them that believe.”
Mark 16. 17.

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
God's Call to Misslonary Work,

1. God calls the Church endowed with
spiritual gifts to work for the evangelization
of the world without the Gospel, v. 1,2

2. The call to the work of missions comes
to those who are in close fellowship with
God. v. 2

3. The call to the work of missions comes
from the Holy Spirit, and not from earthly
authority, v, 2,

4. The call to mission work is direct and
personal, choosing its own workers, v, 2,

5. The call to miscion work is for the best
workers in the Church, those seemingly most
needed at home, v, 2.

6. The call to mission work should meet
with a prompt and willing response from the
Church. v, 3.

7. The call to mission work involves hard-
ships, self-denial, and earnest ministry of the
word. v, 4-6,

8. The call to mission work leads the
workers to face opposition of Satan, v, 6-11.

CATECHISn QUENTION,

5. Why were they commanded not to eat of this
JSruit? >

They were commanded not to eat of the for-
bidden fruit, to try them whether they would
obey God or not.

6. Wherein did the eating of the forbidden
JSruit consist ?

The evil of eating the forbidden fruit consisted
in their unbeliet and disobedience to God ; to
whom, as their Creator, Benefactor and Gover-
nor, they ought to have implicitly submitted
themselves,
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B e
ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES., lous Anddv(}cioun cnpihtal uf‘t‘be lEut, t}aey
" were needed, if anywhere, ould not less
! BY SARAR GEBALDINA sTOCK. prominent brethren do foritinemntpreaching
“SEPARATE” is & word which may have | in Oyprus or Phrygia? That is exactly what
a good or a bad sense—which may describe | jg snidl now-a-days about missionaries, ' I am
an action or a condition of things to be aP- | not sure how it is in America ; but in Eng-
proved or to be lamented, But either way, | land, when the missionary societies appeai
it is a word of no doubtful meaning. It is | for more men, the tendency of the Churches
also emphatic and unmistakable, There may | is to look out for those who are inferior in
be difference, distinctness, division, without learning and talent and social position, who
separation. Husband and wife, father and | 4re not likely to “get on” at home, and send
son, partners in business, allies in war may | them to convert the heathen ! A Tait, or a
differ, may have distinet opinions or inter- Guthrie, or a Punshon —no, men like that are
ests, may be seriously divided, and yet main- | wanted for higher work |
tain outward union,” But separation means And the same feeling shows itself in many
actual parting asunder, other ways, When a man spends large sums
We find both the good and bad senses in | of money on his own comfort and pleasure,
Scripture, but either way the emphasis is de- | 4pq gives to God’s service a fow paltry coins
cisive. Lot, at Abram’s suggestion, “sepa- | ;,ow and then, the loss of which he does not
rated ” from him, Gen, 13, 9. “Thou shalt feel ; or when one of our Sunday scholars
separate the Levites from the children of | inwardly makes up his mind. to enjoy his
Israel,” said Jehovah to Moses, “and they | best days, and then when life and strength
shall be mine.” Num, 8, 14, «4 whisper,” | are ebbing away to repent and devote his
says Solomon, « separateth chief friends” closing hours to his Maker ; these are similar
Prov. 16, 28. “your sins,” says Isaiah, cases, more glaring, indeed, in their ingrati-
“have separated between you and your God.” tude and sinfulness, and yet, alas! more
Isa. 59. 2. “When the Son of man shall common,
come in his glory,” he shall “separate the Now observe what the Chursh of Antioch
sheep from the goats” Mat, 25. 82. Noth- was doing when the message came : “ Minis.
ing, ays St. Paul, shall « separate us from tering to the Lord and fasting.” The word
the love of God.” Rom, 8, 39.  “Be ye . ministering " is in the Greek quite different
separate,” is God's command to hia people ; | o that of either the apostles or the seven
that is, separate from the world, 2 Cor. 8. | deacons in chap. 6, or that of Mark in the 5th
17.  Christ was ‘“separate from sinners,” verse of our . The word (leitourgein)
Heb. 7. 26, is the originui’n:me Greek word “liturgy,”
And when, in the passage before us, God [ and refers to regular public worship ; and 1t
says to the Church at Antioch, “ separate me | is frequently used oF the Jewish rites and
rnabas and Saul” he means something | sacrifices, The Church, then, was engaged in

equally decisive and final, They were to go | solemn worship, and the “fasting” would
forth on no tem orary mission, no mere visit | ind;

1t was a prolonged service,
of inspection, like that which first brought [ The Christians were professing to be entirely
Barnabas to Antioch, or like that which had | consecrated to the Lord. In a sense they
lately taken both to Jerusalem, Chap. 11. | were so, no doubt, They had « separated ”
22,80; 12. 25, It wasa life-work to which from the ungodly heathen of the city. Some
they were called, and g work which was to | of them had had to « Separate” from family
cut them off altogether from the quiet pastoral | and friends and property, to forsake all and
duties of shepherding the Antiochene Chris- | follow Christ. An, now God sends them a
tians, fresh test. Are they willing to “separate
And I may remark that the peremptoriness | unto his service his own best, gifts to them ?
of the message is much enhanced by a little | So came the test to the young ruler in the
word in the Greek (de) which is untransla-

gospel history, Could he « separate ” his
table into English, which rarely occurs in the goods for the poor at Christ’s command, and

New Testament, and which always adds very | separate ” himself to follow the despised
positive emphasis to the sentence. Asif God | Nazarene ? He did not stand that test ; but
would say, “ This thing is to be done, done | the Church at Antioch did, and by so doing
iTxmedintely, done thoroughly, done once for | conferred on the whole world a blessing that
all,”

lasts to this day.,
Observe that the message came not to the | [Let this question be pressed home., Are
two leaders themselves, but to the Church. | you worshippers? Do you attend the ser-
It was not Barnabas and Saul who were likely | vi
’.’ to hesitate, but the Christian community, | solemn agse

mbly and the inspiring hymn ?
How could they spare such men from among | That is well ;

; but it is not enough,  Can you
} them 7 Surely here, in the busy and popu- | « separate ” to God’

8 service your very best
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things, money and time and talents and influ-
ence | Are you “ separate ” yourself 1

I shall perhaps be reminded that this lesson
is on Puurnncl Barnabas in Cyprus, and that
I have not touched on their ‘work there, I
would refer my readers to the English Teach-
er'’s Notes on the same passage in this BANNER
8ix years ago,in which the journey of the two
apostles was pictured as an invasion of the
great enemy’s territory by the soldiers of the
rightful King, and the conflict between Paul
and Elymas as a battle for a soul, the soul of
Sergins Paulus. My suggestions in the
resent note may help toward a successful
esson on that memorable struggle, [t was
because Paul was “separated,” wholly devoted
to his Master's service, going just where he
was sent and doing just what he was bid, that
he was “a good soldier of Jesus Christ,” that
he had the strength to grapple with the sor-
cerer and the faith to call for God’s miracu-
lous power to defeat him, and that thus he
won so signal a victory in bringing the
Roman proconsul to the feet of Jesus,

BEREAN METHODS.

Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the
Class,

Draw, from the question-book or leaf, the
map of the lands in Paul’s first missionary

Jjourney, indicntin)i Antioch, Seleucia, and
a

Cyprus, and on the latter Salamis and Paphos,
«seweTrace on the map, before the class, the
places, while eliciting by questions the facts
of the lesson....Show the circumstances
under which the first missionary work of the
Church was undertaken : 1. By an earnest
Church ; 2. Under divine call ; 3. By chosen
workers, . . .Show the traits of Barnabas and
Saul fitting them for the work. ... Point out
the difficulties here shown as in the way of
the Gospel. ...Some lesson-pictures : 1, A
picture of the Church at Antioch ; the pro-
phets and teachers ; prayer ; voice of the
Spirit, ete. 2. A picture of the departing
missionaries ; shore ; vessel ; friends ; fare-
well ; island in the distance ; Paul and
Barnabas, 3. A picture in the synagogue at
Salamis ; worshipping Jews ; praying apos-
tles. 4. A picture of the governor’s ]mYncc
at Paphos ; l‘]lyums ; Paul ; the rebuke ; the

blindness ; the rulers faith. ... Aspects of
the true spirit of missionary work, (See
Analytical and Biblical Outline,). ... IrLus-

TRATIONS. Manaen, (ver. 1,) growing up in
Herod's court, was like a pure lily, which
out of black and vile earth, draws forth life
and beauty, and arises to bestow its fragrance
on all around.......M. Di Cesnola found

recently in Cyprus an ancient inscription,
thus translated :

ful.]

“Thou the One God,
The Greatest, the most Glorious Name,
Help us all, we beseech thee.”

References. Fosten's LLLUSTRATIONS,
Prose, 985, 986, 7447, 7448, Ver. 2: Prose,
6125. Ver, 3: Prose, 2230-2238, 8663. Ver.,
7: Poetical, 3149, 8151, Ver. 9: Prose,
9554.  Ver, 10: Prose, 9692, 9694, 9696,
9698.  Ver. 11: Prose, 3713, 3120. ....FREE-
MAN, Ver, 5: The Synagogue, 636, Ver.
6 : Conjurors, 630,

Blackboard,

HY J. B. PHIPPS, R8Q,

This is an outline map for the blackboard,
showing the commencement of the first
missionary journey. As the history is con-
tinued on following Sabbaths, the map can be
extended, and the journeys kept distinct by
using different coloured chalk.

On the reverse of the board this lesson
may be written ;

AN ENEMY I A FRIEND
OF CHRIST
WILL DO ALL HE CAN
TO OPPOSE | TO SPREAD
THE GOSPEL.
WHAT ARE YOU DOING !

Primary and Intermediate,
BY M. V, M,
Lessox Tuovenr, Taking and Giving,
[We may profitably make this lesson the
occasion of a simple talk about missions, who
missionaries are, what they do, why they do
it, ete. The little ones have, as a rule, very
vague ideas about the whole matter, and some
plain instruction, enforced by the example of
aul and Barnabas, will doubtless prove help-

L. Pin up two pieces of paper, one black,
one white.  Print “ Christian World ” on the
white, “ Heathen World” on the black, Tell
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that these are not two separate worlds, but | Around him are officers and soldiers of the
" this is only a picture. Teach that heathen do | Roman army, men rough, weather-worn, their
not a'l live together, but some Christians are | armour harshly clanking, There are citizens
among them, and vice-versa, making little too, of Paphos. But whe interrupts to-day 7
squares with white crayon on the black paper, ' That man with prying, restless eyes, with
and with black crayon on the white paper, unabashed, impudent face, who is it7 He
Get children’s ideas as to what heathen are, ’ boldly thrusts himself forward, opposes the
and make it plain to them that they arc | missionaries, argues with Sergius Paulus,
| Ho, Bar-jesus, Elymas, child of the devil, is
it you?" Are not these strangers of yeur
cralt? fs Sergius Paulus slipping out of
your hands? There they stand confronting
each other. On the one hand, in Elyma , is
the spirit of the old, the world of darkness,
of superstition, of sin, hugging to itself the
Roman power, On the ot her, in the apostles,
is the Spirit of the new, the world of light,
of truth, of holiness resisted to-day. Which
shall have the Roman eagle ! But Paul has
set his eyes on Elymas, the fire of the Holy
Ghost flaming through them, Every one
presses forward to see the sight—the ‘circle
narrowing about the cowed Elymas on
this side, and the indignant, rebuking Paul
on the other, But look | Did the apostle
pronounce a visitation of darkness? Will the
shadow fall? Look again | The eyes of the
imposter are strangely working as if dazzled
and blinded before that burning look of Paul,
A mist is settling about him, He puts out
his hands confusedly, He turns here and
there, feeling, in his blindnees, for a hand
that may lead him | The world of darkness
has been rebuked. The blindness Elymas
loved to produce in others has come to him
personally. And the awed proconsul, he
turns to God that day. The Roman eagle
comes down to the foot of the cross. Blessed
prophecy of a grander triumph over the king-
dom of the Ceesars !

people who do not love and pray to the one
true God.

2. Tell about the sending
of Paul and Barnabas to
some of these dark places,
g and that they were the
first missionaries, Teach
that they went to carry
something to the people—
see if children can tel]
what—money, clothing, food 1 No, the truth
about God, "Show that they had first to take
this truth before they could give it. Let the
black spots on the white paper be small, to
show that here in our country the heathen
are individuals, rather than whole nations anq
towns, and that God calls for missionaries to
Ro to individuals, as well as to go to distant
countries. Ask children what t. ey will need
to take to fit them to be missionaries, now at
home, and show that they need not wait to
be big and wise, but may begin at once, if
they will only take God’s Holy Spirit nto
their hearts, and then do Jjust as God says,

3. Tell the story of Elymas, and teach that
there are wicked people everywhere who will
try to hinder others from believing God, and
that missionaries need God with them all the
time to help. Teach that among the ways in
which children can help is the saving and
earning pennies to help send missionaries
" who go away as Paul and Barnabas did, Tell
| some missionary incidents, endeavouring to
make the work seem real to the children, and
lead them to feel that God looks upon all
work of this kind, at home or abroad, with
pleasure. Do not fail to impress the le
that to make God known we must first
him ourselves,

LENNONS FOR JUNE, 1883,
JUNE 3. At Antioch, Acts 13. 18-16
and 43-52,
sson,

Fiow JUNE 10. At Tconium and Lystra, Acts
. 1-18,

14

Lesson Word-Plctures,

“Strangers ' Wonder-workers ? Who can
they be?” Ts this the inquiry of *the false
prophet,” “ sorcerer,” when he hears of the
coming of the apostles 7 T will go to hear
them.  They may be of my craft,” he says,
He ceases the mumbling of his incantations,
lays down his manuscripts of queer, cabalis-
tic signs, and goes out. = An unusual gather-
ing it is at Paphos, that day, curious to hear
the men that the Holy Ghost had separated
at Antioch to this work. There is gelgius
Paulus, the Roman governor, with grave,
intelligent face, wearing his official robes,

JUNE 17. End of first Missionaryjourney.
Acts 14, 19-28,

JUNE 24, Second Quarterly Review,

Take it in Good Part,

IT may not have been meant in good part,
Never mind, take it 80, all the same,  If a scho-
lar makes an ill-natured remark to yon, or asks
you a teasing question, treat him with such
unconsciousness of his bad spirit that he will be
ashamed of it himself, and be glad that his
teacher did not ohserve it,

There is often great wisdom, meekness and
prudence, in taking things in good part.




LIBRARIES]

4Tt will be to your advantage, if you want good, sound SBunday School Library
Books, to write to us for lists,. OUR LIBRARIES ARE CHEAP.

DOMINION LIBRARIES :

No.1, 50 Volumes, 16mo. . $25 60 net.
** 2,100 - 18mo.. . o 26 00 -
8 80 o 27 50

LITTLE PEOPLE'S PICTURE LIBRARY :
50 Volumes, 48mo. s .... $10 00
ACME LIBRARIES :
No. 1, 50 Volumes, 16mo. ] . 825 00

. 2,60 R T R R
EXCELSIOR LIBRARIES :

No. 1, 50 Volumes, 18mo. ¥ . 815 00

- 2,40 - 14 00

** 818 e 12mo. o 9 00

o G 9 00
MODEL LIBRARIES :

No. 1, 50 Volumes, 16mo. .... $22 00
3 80 ve 18mo..... s 16 50
* 8,60 - 16mo. XL daanttt s b g T o RRIRE

ECONOMICAL LIBRARIES :

‘Ne. A, 50 Volumes, 12mo.. ... $24 50

No.B,50 - SVPR L enn s gans | ke e BDA00

No.C, 40 Ay 18 50

PRIMARY LIBRARY 40 Volumes, 18mo. ... WAL (¢

TAE OLIVE LIBRARY :
40 Large 16mo. Volumes .. .. $25 00

TORONTO SELECTED LIBRARIES

No. 1, 100 Volumes, 16mo.. ... A .... 825 00
*+ 2, 100 £ 256 00
* B, 100 83 .... 256 00

All the above mentiqned Library Books contain many illustrations, are strongly bound, and
put up in neat boxes ready for shipping., These Libraries are giving great satisfaction wherever sold,

Be sure to send for Lists of the Books contained in these Libraries to
WILLIAM BRIGGS,
78 & 80 King Street East, Toronto;

OR,

MONTREAL BOOK ROOM, S. F. HUESTIS,
Montreal, Que. Halifax, N.S.

\
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THE FUNK & WAGNALL 26 CHEAP BOOK PLAN,

Olermen. can you afford, can the Publirn;;ﬂ'ord, to have this new plan
to publish best Books at 16 to 25 cents, FAIL ?

So there will
has.  Arrangements are made with English

Thus the poorest man, in the most
remote regions, can keep abreast with the literature of to-day. .
They will issue a book every two weeks, the entire 26 in one year,

PRICES.
The regular selling lpricen of the

26 books in this country would aggregate from $50.00 to
$100.90. Our price will be from 15 cents to 25 cents each ; the average will be about 20 cents ; in
all about $5,20, We will receive subscriptions at
$4.50—
for the entire 26 books, casm 1y ADVANCE, or if parties prefer we will mail any book in the list
post free, on receipt of the price per copy.

6. THE HIGHWAYS OF L, TBH; : t d and How
to Read! o100 PRI;;!' MRAA,'I;IIJ%E i or, What to Read an

., &c.—Price 15 cents,

The eminent author of * Hj hways of Literature " i a Scotchman of great learning, and has
eceupied some of the highest positions as an educator in Edinburgh, a city Tamous for jts schools
and colleges. Dr, Pryde is Lecturer on the English Language and Literature in the School of

| Arts, Edinburgh, The London and Scotch Press speak most flatteringly of his writings, and
describes his style ag ¢ clear, elegant and terse,” We remember a time when the book would have
been a boon to us of unspeakable value, as we doubt notst will prove to be to thousands of younger
students and readers now, More matured and advanced scholars will read it also with profit and
pleasure, Its hints, rules, and directions for reading and tnvelling in “the highways of litera.

idently launched his yacht with his eyes in his head~i;ust where they

ouﬁht to be. He has used them well, and succeeded in gathering much valuable lotsam, and in
shing up from the deep strange specimens of Jetsam. The book literally abounds in new and
sometimes startling thoughts, put in a style which proves the striking originality of the author's
mind, While sailing from place to Place in his yacht he meets the varied experiences, and notes

down in graphic pen-pictures, facts and the lessons he gathers from them, We cannot lay the
book down until it is all read, and e

ven then intelligent readers will not be satisfied, but will
]. return to it and read it again,

4. LIVES OF ILLUSTRIOUS BHOEMAKERS. and a
Celebrated Cobblers, By Wa. Eowarp WiNks,

3. AMERICAN HUMOURISTS, By H. R. Haweis,—Price 15 cents,

| The author is a distinguished clergyman in England, a graduate of Oxford University, and has
written several literary works, He presents in fine setting the wit and wisdom of ashington
Irving, Oliver W, Ho mes, James R. Lowell, Artemus Ward, Mark Twain, and Bret Harte,
2. SCIENCE IN SHORT CHAPTERS. By W. Mataiev WirLiaws, F.RAS,

F.C.8.—Price 25 cents,
Mr. Williams is a leading and often erosses swords with the most

renowned scientists of the day

1. OLIVER CROMWELL : His Life, Time, Battle-flelds, and Contem-
poraries. By Paxron Hoop.—Price 25 cents,

| This author has always been a great favourite with English readers,
i are better known there than his,

Constellation of
—Price 25 cents,

and independent thinker,

and few author’s names

i‘ Address—

WILLIAM BRIGGS,

(General Agent for Canada for all Funk & ‘Wagnall's publications),
78 & 80 King St. Hast,
Or— TORONTO :
C.w. COATES, Montreal ; 8. F. HUEBTIB, Halifax.
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CHAUTAUQUA—I883

*“The Chautauqua School of L.mguugnu " and “The ( ‘hantauqua Teachers' Retreat * for 1888
will open at Chautauqua, on SATURDAY, JULY 14. The “School of Languages”
will continue six weeks ; the * Retreat ” three weeks,

German, French, Greek, Latin, Hebrew, Anglo-Saxon, English, English
Literature, Physical Scleuce, Elocution, Kindergartén, Pedagogy, Clay Model-
ling, The Scientific Kitchen, Drawing, Music, Teachers' Conferences, Debates,
Spelling Mstches, Museum, Receptions, Excursions on the Lake, ete.

‘“ An Ideal Summer 'l‘rlp in Furope,' with Lectures, Conversations, Stercopticon, Readings,
Map Studies, etc., will coustitute a unique, attractive, and instructive feature of the * Teachers’
Retrea..

Able professors, brilliant lectures, delightful recreations, good air, good fooil, reasonable rates,
The Tenth Annual Assembly will open August 7, and close Aul.,unt 27.

& For circulars, address-

REV. W. D. BRIDGE, New Haven, Conn.

Should yom need a New Song
Book for your Sunday School, a
New Hymn and Tune Book for
your Church, send to BIGLOW &
MAIN. Catalogue and Specimen
Pages forwarded free on request.

BIGLOW & MAIN,
Tm: excellences of the BSTEY oRGAN may not | [0 E4St Ninth Street, | 81 Randolph Street,

be told in an ordinary sdvertisement. Our

d sent free, engrav- NEW YORK. CHICAGO.
lm from photographs of elegant styles, with full -
description, is more satisfactory. n
3. ESTEY & CO0., Brattleboro, V. BUCKEXE BELL FOUNDRY
o———— — | B'Qk?‘oll‘-‘lhu Al-rm-. Farms, olc." ULL!
NEW ENCLAND | VANDUZEN & TiFY Cir Cincinnat. O

MUSIC TAUGHT in all its branches, by AR SAVARANY
onnnl

1 R ' D "'i“ e.f":ld dem)(odl ’
rawing, nting an el- |
' UE"A A TER Blrrn Principal.
' “' a full course.
eule

T8,
u ﬂeA l uerm-n, French and Italian,

'Lo'?u'ﬂo .nd Drl.mnu: Action. S.R.
ELLEY,
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l OURJEE, Franklin Square, Boston.

- B et T e —— N N mu' 14 "”tl“s'lhl.l"ll II “hsu"
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selling Pictorial Books and Bibles, Prices = poeernof 1' ' E'ﬁ 4
reduced 338 Per cent. NATIONAL PUBLISH.
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Special Ten-Dsy Oﬂer.

73 ynu will remit me' 859
the annexed Cou ll wﬂhln Ill
days from the date hereof, I will
xnndal.lﬁyouchn&mnn “h
ete., exactly
1 sell for #88. You
should order immedl.nul and
in no case Iater th &ayu‘
anv yuar-l

given and
afull war-

rant or

8ix years.

Given

under

my hand

v and seal

He:gm.nlu. Depth, 24 ins., meth 49 ins., Weight, boxed, about 400 1bs.  this |5th Day of May, 1883.
DANIEL F. BEATI'Y

ouP N g(l’lreee‘ptof(h‘:l(‘"}mlllnd Blhl‘::.‘l‘hbymﬂn Dnn,
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‘:’:;'m:sz.'i:;:ﬁ““DANIEL F. BEATTY Washmgtun New Jersey.
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A GREAT SUCCESS!

17000 SOLD IN 3 MONTHS!!
THE DOMINION

HYMNAL!

302 Hymns for Sunday-School & Social Worship.,

MUSIC EDI

Bound in Board Covers, per eopy ..q.....

per dozen

TION:

$0 60

WORDS ONLY:

Bound in Paper, Tets. per copy ; 75cts. per dozen ;
Bound in Limp Cloth, 10cts. per copy ; $1 per dozen ;
Bound in Cloth Boards, 15c. per copy ; $1.50 per dozen ;

$6 per hundred
88 per h‘undrt-nl.
$12 per hundred.

& Parties ordering, will please be careful to state whether they want the Words only or

Music edition of this book ; also specify the

kind of Binding.

One Edition of the MUSIC and Two Editions of the WORDS ONLY have been called for, in

all 17,000 copies in three months.
popularity is needed,

Dr. Young’s Great Sacrifice.
YOUNG’S
ANALYTICAL CONCORDANCE !

AUTHOKIZED EBITION,
REDUCED TO $2.76 NET
FOR A LIMITED TIME.

This is cheaper than the New York price when
the duty is paid.

ORDER AT ONCE.

Many thousands of clergymen and others will
avail themselves of this marvellous offer of Dr.
Young. The quantity to be sold at the greatly
reduced price, although thousands of copies, is
limited ; hence the importance of promptness in
those who desire copies.

PRICE 2.75 NET,

Do not be deceived by misrepresentations
Insist that your bookseller furnish you the
Authorized Edition.

REDUCED PRICES NET
1100 quarto pages (each larger than a pagé of

Webster's Unabr'ed Dictionary), Cloth $2 75

Sheep 60
26

SENT POST FREE.
Address,

We shall soon be forced to
8% Sample copies mailed, post-free, on receipt of price,

print again. No better evidence of

' GODETS
Commentary on Komans.

' Edited by T. W, CHAMBERS, D.D.
8vo. cloth, $2.75.

Howard Crosby, D.D.,, says: ‘1 consider
Godet a man of soundest learning and purest
orthodoxy.”

£ Usual discount to Ministers,

N m;'wsniwmémsn.

I I
Methodist Catoehims
: A SUMMARY l)l"c‘:lri“ll:l,.::‘lAN DOCTRINE

AND BIBLE HISTORY,

NNo.1,
‘f Published by Order of General Conference,
; PRICE, 25 CTS. PER DOZ.

WILLIAM BRIGGS,

Or,—C. W, COATES, Montreal, Que.,

78 & 80 King Street East, TORONTO ;
8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N. 8.




