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The Committee of the Congregational Union of Nova-Scolia 
and New-Brunswick, in presenting their first Report to the 
friends and supporters of this Society, feel themselves fully 
justified in expressing such sentiments of congratulation as 
usually introduce documents of this nature. A brief reference 
to the condition of Congregationalism, prior to the formation 
of this Union, and a sketch of the operations of the Society 
during the first year of its existence, will furnish to the 
friends of our principles, ample reason for thanksgiving ami 

, . wcyji rage.
!*• . Congregationalism is 110 new system of religious faith and

practice tin these Lower Provinces. It began with the first 
immigration into these countries from the shores of New 
England— anirimmigratiou which preceded the landing of the 
Loyalists by sMeral years. The French settlers brought with 

■ them the religion of the Romish Church ; but the first settlers 
i_.of British origiiVin these regions, were men who deeply sym- 

TAiathised with tfe evangelical faith, the ecclesiastical polity, 
andithe reljcfrus freedom of their Puritan ancestors. The 
Churctibwwt Yarmouth, Liverpool, Cornwallis, Falmouth, and 
Halifax, in Nova-Scotia, and at Maugerville, or Sheffield, and 
Keswick Ridge, in New-Brunswick, were of this early origin. 
Several of the Churches that were originally planted by Con- 
gregationalists in these regions have merged into other reli­
gious communions ; a fact which your Committee arc disposed 
to trace in a great measure to the extreme difficulty which 
those Churches experienced in securing an educated Ministry. 
This difficulty must have been great indeed, at a period when 
no Institution existed in their midst for the education of young 
men for the Christian Ministry ; when the Congregational 
Churches in England had formed no Colonial Society ; and 
when the Revolution, with its consequences, almost excluded 
the inhabitants of these Provinces from all intercourse with 
the Churches and the Institutions of the States. Hence 
Denominations who enjoyed the fostering care of their 
Brethren in the Old Country ; and others who were less scru­
pulous in waiting for regularly trained teachers of the Gospel, 
came in, and took the ground, which was once occupied by 
the adherents of Congregationalism.

Thus matters continued, till the year 1842, by which time 
the impression was general that no Congregational Churches 
existed in the Provinces. In that year, the Rev. II. Wilkes, of
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invitation, the first annual Meeting of the Union was held in
Yarmouth, on the 9th of July, 1847__The following Pastors
and Delegates assembled on that occasion : —Brethren E. 
Barker and Porter, of Sheffield ; Davidson and Callaway, of 
St. John ; Dunlap, of Sable Hiver ; Melvin and Freeman, of 
Liverpool; J. Whitman, of Falmouth and Cornwallis ; Burton, 
of Halifax ; Murkland and Braden, of Musquodoboit ; Water­
man and Sterling, of Pleasant River; N. Crossby, John Scott, 
John F. Scott, and T. Hilton, of Yarmouth.

The various Meetings of the Union occupied the greater 
part of four days, including the Sabbath. On the morning 
and evening ol Friday, the morning of Saturday, and the 
morning and afternoon of Monday, the attention of the Breth­
ren was fully occupied with the business of the Society. On 
the afternoon of Friday, the annual Sermon was preached by 
the Rev. J.Porter—the subject being, “Purity and Catholicity 
of Christian Communion.” A Sermon was preached on Satur­
day afternoon, and most of the Brethren were engaged in dif­
ferent places on the Sabbath. A Public Missionary Meeting 
closed these interesting exercises on Monday evening.

During these Meetings, matters of great interest 
brought before the attention of the Brethren. Resolutions on 
the following subjects were unanimously adopted :—

It was resolved that, at present, and until further notice, the 
one object to which the fund of the Union is to be devoted, is 
the extension of Missionary labours within the limits of the two 
Provinces ; and that the expense of attending the Annual 
Meeting be not discharged out of such fund—that the offer of 
Mrs. Gorham, of Liverpool, to give £1000 towards the erection 
of a College in that town, in connection with the Congrega­
tional Union of Nova-Scotia and New-Brunswick, be accepted ; 
and that measures be immediately taken, by a Committee ap­
pointed for the purpose, to carry this plan into execution as 
early as practicable—that the Union is not responsible for any 
outlay, in the matter, which it has not expressly sanctioned— 
that adeputation, consistingof Brethren Murkland and Melvin, 
visit the Congregational Churches in the Eastern extremity of 
Nova-Scotia and in Cape Breton, as early as convenient—that 
the Secretary correspond with the Congregational Union of 
Scotland, with a view to interest that body in the subject of 
Missions to these Provinces — that application be made to the 
Colonial Society in England for further help to these Pro­
vinces; and that such assistance be afforded by grants to the 
Union, in proportion to the exertions of the Union itself—that 
the next Annual Meeting be held in Sheffield, N. B., at the 
time appointed in the Rules, and that Mr. Murkland preach 
the Annual Sermon, “on the nature, the necessity and the means 
of a revival of genuine religion,"—that Mr. Callaway be re­
quested to continue the office of Secretary, and Mr. Davidson 
the office of Treasurer,—that Messrs. Barker and W'aterman
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opportunity of extending to them ihc right hand of Christian 
recognition ; and wishing them God-speed in their work 
Neyer stipulate for an exact agreement of opinion as the term 
oi religious intercourse. Never be jealous of the spiritual pros­
perity of other Churches ; but rather rejoice in it, not merely 
“ “8 °W" 8ake- a,'li 'I'6 Klory of God; but also for your own";

r you are more likely to advance in spiritual things when 
>our neighbours are revived than when they are depressed — 
Never forget that there arc far higher interests for all of 
consult than the success of Congregationalism.
tffenîîrl™™8 ^S,‘"gs which ;,rc the common property of 
' Church o.1 Christ—truths and blessings which will
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of scripture, -- damnable heresies.”' Against them we ust
!kpt l,eh °ngrCKat,0"al Churches of these Provinces will ever 

.aise their earnest unequivocal, and unyielding prô est- 
Snstained as these fatal inventions of men are, byVe gentl7 
ness and refinements of intellectual culture ; it will be wise in 
us, as the Apostle Paul found it in his day, to meet such 
errors with the aids of sound learning, as well as with the 
sword of the spirit. We do then heartily congratulate you 
rinr e's.prosPect °f special attention being directed to the supe-
Mhiisïv ‘ We0feeî1ït,y0UL r’iandr.ofiCa?di Ja,es for the Christian 
i , .c feel thankful to God, that he has put it into the
heart of a pious and wealthy lady, in Liverpool (N s )
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By Cash from the Church in Saint John,

..........................................Church in Sheffield,
..........................................Church in Liverpool, N
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...............  
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..........................................Church at Pleasant River.

1847.
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