FIRST

ANMTAL RRPORD

NEW-BRUNSWICK?®

JULY, 1846, TO JULY, 1847,

SAINT JOHN:
PRINTED BY H. CHUBB & COMPANY), COURIER OFFICE, PRINCE WILLIAM STREKT,
.

1847,




W
P!

Tne Committee of the Congregational Union of Nova-Scotia
and New-Brunswick, in presenting their first Report to the
friends and supporters of this Society, feel themselves fully
justified in expressing such sentiments of congratulation as
usually introduce documents of this nature. A brief reference
to the condition of Congregationalism, prior to the formation
of this Union, and a sketch of the operations of the Society
during the first year of its existence, will furnish to the
friends of our principles, ample reason for thanksgiving and

wepurage.

Congregationalism is no new system of religious faith and
practicen these Lower Provinces. It began with the first
immigration into these countries from the shores of New
Ingland —anvimmigration which preceded the landing of the
Loyalists by sB#eral years. The French settlers brought with
them the religiomn of the Romish Church; but the first settlers
of British origing'in these regions, were men who deeply sym
Jpathised with t&e evangelical faith, the ecclesiastical polity,
an®lithe religipus freedom of their Puritan ancestors. The
Churchteat Yarmouth, Liverpool, Cornwallis, Falmouth, and
Halifax, in Nova-Scotia, and at Maugerville, or Sheffield, and
Keswick Ridge, in New-Brunswick, were of this early origin.
Several of the Churches that were originally planted by Con
gregationalists in these regions have merged into other reli
gious communions ; a fact which your Committee are disposed
to trace in a great measure to the extreme difficulty which
those Churches experienced in securing an educated Ministry.
This difficulty must have been great indeed, at a period when
no Institution existed in their midst for the education of young
men for the Christian Ministry; when the Congregational
Churches in England had formed no Colonial Society; and
when the Revolution, with its consequences, almost excluded
the inhabitants of these Provinces from all intercourse with
the Churches and the Institutions of the States. Hence
Denominations who enjoyed the fostering care of their
Brethren in the Old Country ; and others who were less scru-
pulous in waiting for regularly trained teachers of the Gospel,
came in, and took the ground, which was once occupied by
the adherents of Congregationalism.

Thus matters continued, till the year 1842, by which time
the impression was general that no Congregational Churches
existed in the Provinces. 1In that year, the Rev. H. Wilkes, of
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Montreal, visited these

regions, at the request of the olonial
Society

in connection with the Congregational 1 nion of Eng

land and Wales, which Socic ty had been formed only a few

vears before. The immediate result of that visit was the
wrrival of the Rev. James Porter at Sheflield, N. B.—and of the
Rev. J. C. Gallaway, A. M., at Saint John, N. B., in the fall of
I1943.  For a few months after the arrival of these
they heard of no Congregational Church: in either of thes
Provinces except the one at Sheflield At length, tidings of
the existence of the Churches at Cornwallis, Falmouth, Liver
pool and Yarmouth h wing been conveyed to them ; and M
Gallaway having paid a visit to these brethren in the yeai
1845 it was arranged to hold a preparatory meeting at Liver
pool, in the summer of I816, with a view to the formation of
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October, when the Delegates and the P
Churches, who desired such a Union, might, ifter full invest
gation, proceed to form jt. This adjourned Me¢ ting was held
in St.John, N. B. in October, 1246, where wnd when the Union
was formed. The following extracts from the ¢ onstitution of
the Union will at once explain the principles, the objects, and
the i!hll'inm'll!:l]i(_\ of the Socic ty :—

| the following
stors of the differen

“The objects shall be the promotion of brotherly affection
the diffusion of Christianity, agreeably to the principles and
usages of the Congregationalists, and co-operation with otlie;
kindred Associations.

“The means to be adopted shall be |
of the Gospel, and other efiorts at the

* The regulation of the affairs of the Union shall be ve sted
in the general Meeting., consisting of the Pastors and Delegate
of the Associated Churches, and the
the Society. Each Church shall
more Delegates.

“The general Mec ting, which i
public, shall assemble for the despatch “of husiness on the
Thursday following the first Sabbath in July, and shall
priate at least three entire days to the
Union.”
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At this Meeting in St. John, the Declaration of the faith,
church order, and discipline of the Congregationalists was
agreed to; and arrangements made for printing 3000 copies.—
The Rev.S. .’\lurlxl,nullx:ninun-}mm-(lIn\\l»il to Musquodoboit,
and having sought the advice of the Meeting, was recommend
ed to accept the cordial invitation which he had received, and

was promised the special assistanc: of the Union,




Agreeably to the regulation already specified, and to special
invitation, the first annual Meeting of the Union was held in
Yarmouth, on the 9th of July, 1847.—The following Pastors
and Delegates assembled on that occasion : — Brethren E.
Barker and Porter, of Sheffield ; Davidson and Gallaw ay, of
St. John ; Dunlap, of Sable River; Melvin and Freeman, of
Liverpool ; J. Whitman, of Falmouth and Cornwallis ; Burton,
of Halifax ; Murkland and Braden, of Musquodoboit ; Water
man and Sterling, of Pleasant River; N. Crossby, John Scott,
John F. Scott, and T. Hilton, of Yarmouth.

The various Meetings of the Union occupied the greater
part of four days, including the Sabbath. On the morning
and evening of Friday, the morning of Saturday, and the
morning and afternoon of Monday, the attention of the Breth
ren was fully occupied with the business of the Society. On
the afternoon of Friday, the annual Sermon was preached by
the Rev. J. Porter —the subject being, “ Purity and Catholicity
of Christian Communion.” A Sermon was preached on Satur-
day afternoon, and most of the Brethren were engaged in dif:
ferent places on the Sabbath. A Public Missionary Meeting
closed these interesting exercises on Monday evening.

During these Meetings, matters of great interest were
brought before the attention of the Brethren. Resolutions on
the following subjects were unanimously adopted :—

It was resolved that, at present, and until further notice, the
one object to which the fund of the Union is to be devoted, is
the extension of Missionary labours within the limits of the two
Provinces ; and that the expense of attending the Annual
Meeting be not discharged out of such fund —that the offer of
Mrs. Gorham, of Liverpool, to give £1000 towards the erection
of a College in that town, in connection with the Congrega
tional Union of Nova-Scotia and New-Brunswick, be accepted;
and that measures be immediately taken, by a Committee ap-
pointed for the purpose, to carry this plan into execution as
early as practicable—that the Union is not responsible for any
outlay, in the matter, which it has not expressly sanctioned—
that adeputation, consisting of Brethren Murkland and Melvin,
visit the Congregational Churches in the Eastern extremity of
Nova-Scotia and in Cape Breton, as early as convenient— that
the Secretary correspond with the Congregational Union of
Scotland, with a view to interest that body in the subject of
Missions to these Provinces —that application be made to the
Colonial Society in England for further help to these Pro-
vinces ; and that such assistance be afforded by grants to the
Union, in proportion to the exertions of the Union itself—that
the next Annual Meeting be held in Sheffield, N. B., at the
time appointed in the Rules, and that Mr. Murkland preach
the Annual Sermon, “on the nature, the necessity and the means
of a revival of genuine religion,”—that Mr. Gallaway be re-
quested to continue the office of Secretary, and Mr. Davidson
the office of Treasurer,—that Messrs. Barker and Waterman
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be Auditors; and that the Delegates aud Pastors present be the
Comumittee for the ensuing year.

The Churches in 1 pper, Middle and Lower ,\I“.\l,lll)('qb')(lll.
and the Charch at Yarmouth, and their respective Pastors,

drethren Murkland and Tomkins, were received into the
{'nion.

The following is a statistical return of Congregational
Churches in the two Provinces :—

Children
Churches Preacking Stations ,?!’Y”V in ‘\lnll,/hm ml’;/‘::;;/:m
School.
Liverpool, . . 125 50 650
Milton,
Herring Cove, 30 150
Beach Meadows, 25 17 150
Pleasant River, . . 2 30 100
Brookfield, 150
Caledonia, - - 250
Kempt, - . 150
Maitland, - - 10
Falmouth, - - - - 12 200
Cornwallis, o -1 24 50 300
Mount Dentzon, 100
Lower Horton, 10
{ Lower Pereaux, 60
Scotch Bay, 100
| pper \h:w,ln):ln]miL . 20 500
Middle Do. | 50 500
Lower Do. | 16 400
Yarmouth, 150 148 650
| Carleton, 200 60 180
Sheffield, - : 33 30 100
Grand Lake, - - - 13 150
Cardigan, - | - 20 150
Keswick Ridge, - . - - 200
Mill Town, - - . - 30 120 100
Saint John, - - . = 45| 200 | 600

In addition to these ( ‘hurches, your Committee have received
written accounts of other Congregational Churches in the
Eastern extremity of Nova-Scotia and in Cape Breton, but the
date of the communication does not Jjustify the Committee in
publishing it as the present condition of those Churches.—
According to that statement there were in 1845 six Congre
gational Churches in that district, averaging in each 20 mem
bers. Supposing this to be the present state of the case, and
presuming that there is an average of accommodation in con-
sexion with each Church for 150 hearers, your Committee are
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enabled to report the following as the total of the statistical
returns for the two Provinces :—

20 Churches; 12 Preaching Stations: 830 Members ; 705
Children in Sabbath Schools 7,570
persons.

The friends at Cornwallis have arranged to finish their
Church during the Fall. The friends at Pleasant River have
determined on the immediate erection of a Church in that Set
tlement. The friends at Mill Town have also determined on
the erection of a Church. as early as practicable, in that locality.

Your Committee cannot present such a Report without
expressions of grateful surprise ; for small as the general
result is, when compared with the returns of other Evan
gelical Denominations in these Provinces, it is certainly
large, and highly encouraging, when compared with what was
generally supposed to be the «¢ ase, by themselves as well as
others, no longer than two years ago.

In closing this Report, the Committee would respectfully
and earnestly call upon their Brethren o
order throughout these
obligations which their

i Accommodation for

f the same faith and
two Provinces, to be faithful to those
principles, the state of religion within
and around them, the advance ment of these Colonies, and the
general prospects of the Congregational Union involve.
Permit us to urge, in the name of our common Master, the
absolute necessity of a revived tone of personal godliness in
our respective Churches. Such is the nature of our polity,
that our v ry existence and all our effi iency depend entirely
upon the state of piety in our own hearts. Aided by no Pro
vincial grants, and destitute of all the influence which an im-
posing hierarchy, or authoritative ece lesiastical assemblies may
convey ; our only resource is in the y itality of our godliness.
Congregationalism can no more be regularly and efliciently
worked without the life of God in the souls of its adherents,
than the engine can be impelled without the presence of
steam.  Without piety, we can do nothing. Let our hearts
glow with that love to Christ « hich is shed abroad by the
Holy Ghost given unto us”—and w ho can calculate the extent
of our labours, or the rapidity of our progress? Be then ear-
nest in prayer for the outpouring of the Spirit, set a watch
over your own hearts, cultivate a close conformity to the
word of God, and omit no scriptural means by which you may
‘“ grow in grace and in the know ledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Chri —Cherishing as strongly as we do the scriptural
principle of the self-government of Christian Churches, let it
be unceasingly our aim to do Justice to this principle by the
utmost cultivation of social godliness : by fraternal watchful
1ess over one another; by cherishing l»i’ulhvr]‘\ love without
dissimulation ; by sympathy, mutual adyic e, and admonition ;
and by a strenuous ~Striving together for the faith that was
once delivered (o the saints.” Surrounded as we are by
Brethren in Christ of other Denominations, let us lose no
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opportunity of extending to them the right hand of Christian
recognition ; and wishing them God speed in their work
Never stipulate for an exact agreement of opinion as the term
of religious intercourse. Never be jealous of the spiritual pros
perity of other Churches ; but rather rejoice in it, not merel

.
for its own sake, and the glory of God; |

ut also for your own :
for you are more likely to advance in spiritual things when
your neighbours are revived than whe n they are depressed.—
Never forget that there are far higher interests for all of us to
consult than the success of Congregationalism. There are
certain truths and blessings which are the
the entire Church of Christ —truths
remain on earth when all ¢ xisting
may be broken up; and which are just so much more valuable
than all our “denominational interests,” as the wheat is be tter
than the chaff. While we thus venture to
duly to recognize true religion, i

=

common /,y//u//‘// of
and blessings which ‘will

ecclesiastical organizations

recommend yon
1 whatever distinctive garb
it may appear ; you will not suppose us to advocate an absolute
latitudinarianism, or an indiflerence to opinions and prac
tices in other religious communities which are, in your con
victions, imomp;uil.lp with “the truth as it is in Jesus.,” Of
such character, in our Jjudgment, are the dogmas of sacra-
meutal efficacy, apostolical suc cession, priestly absolution, the
merit of good works, or the limitation of the Church of Chy ist to
any particularsect. These dogmas—found inwhatever Church
they may be—we do not hesitate to pronounce, in the language
of scripture, “ damnable heresies.” Against them, we trust,
that the Congregational Churches of these Provinces will ever
raise their earnest, unequivocal, and unyielding protest.—
Sustained as these fatal inventions of m n are, by the gentle-
ness and refinements of intellectual culture ; it will be wise in
us, as the Apostle Paul found it in his day, to meet such
errors with the aids of sound learning, as well as with the
sword of the spirit. We do then heartily congratulate you,
on the prospect of special attention being directed to the supe
rior education of our youth, and of candidates for the Christian
Ministry. We feel thankful to God, that he has put it into the
heart of a pious and w ealthy lady, in Liverpool, (N. S.) to
appropriate a large portion of her means towards the establish-
ment of a College in connection with our Congregational
Union. Let no effort be wanting on our part to help forward
this patriotic and Christian design : and remembering that that
Institution is to be wholly sustained by the w illing offerings of
its friends, in addition to the fees of the pupils, let us strive to
make it a successful test of the efficiency of the voluntary prin-
ciple; and thus, with all our other efforts, prove that the Con
gregationalists of Nova-Scotia and New-Brunswick, as in all
other places, are the opponents of all state endowments to
religious Institutions—the promoters of liberal education —the
advocates of evangelical truth—and the friends of universal
Christian Union.
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