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To THE MEMBERS OF THE BoArD oF TRADE oF THE TowN oF
Port ARTHUR,

GENTLEMEN :—

I bave the honor of presenting this the Fifth Annual Reporr
of the President of your Board for your eonsideration, and I
will endeavor to lay before you the principal matters which have
engaged your attention during eighteen hundred and ninety.
The past year has been an eventful one to Port Arthur and
surrounding district, The most important enterprise hns heen
the successful floating of The Port Arthur, Duluth & Westeru
Railway.  This railway experienced the usual hardships and
set-backs of n new undertaking of this kind, but it ix now
strong, not ouly financially, hut is in the hands of capable wen,
and the immense country lying to the southwest will soon be
opened, and its resources utilized to their fullest extent. The
track has been laid to Whitefish Luke, a distance of fifty miles
and by September next the road will be fully completed and
equipped to the United States boundary, a distance of eighty-six
miles. This railwny passes through the rich silver districis of
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the Rabbit Mountair, past the famous Beaver and Badger mines,
and through the Silver Mouutain group of mines, into the
vallcy of the Whitefish, faned not only for ite mines, but its
resoutees i tiabor and agricultural possibilities, then on through
rieh silver and iron Jands to the American boundary at Guuflint
Lake.  Within fou: miles of the honudary, on the Minnesota
side of the line, ave a number of iron mines.  These have been
cousolidated into one large Iron Company, which company has
contracted with the railway to ship uot less than one huudred
thousand tous of ore the firat year after it reaches the mines,
and to give it the fieighting or their entire output for tifteen
years. It weuld seem to be beyond doubt that this road has a
bright future before it, and will be of great value to Port Arthuar
and the tervitony throngh wheeh it passes,  Already several
towns have grown up on its line.

DUTY ON FLOUR. '

Your Board took an active interest in the diseriminating
duty on tlour as compared wich wheat, and by their exertions
did much to have the diserimination removed, and justice done
to the willers.

FIRE INSURANCE RATES.

Your Board, being convineed that the town of Port Avthur
was not rated by the underwriters as favorably as it shouid be,
took the matter up vigorously, and appointed a committee to
wait on the Board of Underwriters at Toronto, to advocate the
views of this board.  Your committee met with most flattering
success in having therating of the town raised. Rates of insurance
were in consequence lowered one-half per cent., and over two
thousand dollars per annum saved, a result which the Board may
view with just pride.

DUTY ON MINING MACHINERY.

After two years of constant endeavor, your Board has the
satisfaction of kuowing that no small portion of the credit is due
to them, for having mimng machinery, not mavufactured in
Canada, placed on the free list.  This was only accomplished after
coutinued presaure «ud full representations had been made to
the govermuent, and the concession 1s of material assistunce to
our mining iuterasts,

HUNTERS ISLAND.

Your Board petitioned the Ontario Government, asking that
the lands on Hunters Island, which had been withdrawn from
sule, be again put on thz market.  The petition being grauted,
a large and valuable area was thus throw. open to the miner and
expluter.
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THE MINING LAWS.

It seems probable that some change in the Mining Laws of the
Ontario Government will be made this session of parliament.
The board should carefully watch any legislation with reference
to them, and make such representations to the Government as
may be deemed necessary in the public interest, and also that
the miners’ interests may in no way be prejudiced.

THE FISHERIES.

The fisheries have had a successful year, and are steadily grow-
ing in importance.  There are at present seven steam tugs and a
inrge fleer of gail vesscls engaged exclusively in the trade, and a
livelihood is provided for over five hundred people, and notwith-
standing hostile American legislation, this mdustry will expand
in the future, in as great ratio as it has in the past few years.
The fishermen are greatly in need of a freczing house, so that
their fish conld be kept for favorable markets, I would carn-
estly request the board to gather the necessary information
regarding fish freezers, and to devise some means wherchy this
wuch needed accomodation ean be supplied to them.

THE ST. LAWRENCE CANALS.

Your Board has persistently pressed on the government,
the urgent necessity of procecding vapidly with the enlargement
of the St. Lawrence Canals, and have been aided by other
Boards of Trade. Their completion 1s now assured.  The work
has progressed this vear, not so rapidly however, as its impor-
tance demanded.  Our lake shipping has uot kept up with the
times. The capacity of the Canadian lake wariue, is, on the
average, small, and no improvement, such as should take place
can be looked for, until vessels at least as large as the full capa=
city of the Welland Canal, can reach the head of ocean naviga-
tion at Montreal.  The farmers of Manitoba will not enjey the
minimum freight ra‘c, until these canals are improved. This is
a matter in which every individual has an intervest. Iv is of
much more concern to the general public than to the vessel
owner, (largely as he is no doubt interested in it), as rates to a
very great extent will always be ruled by the capacity of the
vessel empluyed. On their completion, when a steamer can
deliver two theusand tons of freight, from the head of lake
navigation at tide water, without breaking bulk. an era of low
freights will ensue, the benetits of which will be felt by the
eutire paople of Canada.  These low freights will also be bene-
ficial to vessel owners, by attracting business fio'n American
sources, and we can then confidently expect to see cur idle ship-
yards resume work, with their old time vigor, and Canada take
her place as the carrying nation of the great lukes. Every effurt
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should he made to press the early completion of these canals on
the Government.

THE MANITOBA AND NORTHWEST TER-
RITORIES’ CROP.

The grain crops of Manitoba and the Northwest Territories
have, during the last seasom, uttracted the usual absorbing
interest. They matuved in abundance, but atter harvest unpre-
cedentedly wet weather set in, and it was feared the magniticent
crop would be destroyed.  This was happily averted, and while

the sminple 18 not as good as usual, it has still turned out to be

a good yield. It is estimated that from eight to ten million
dollars will be paid for wheat alcne, and eighteen ninety has
been a very prosperous year for Maunitoba and the Northwest
Territories.  The railways are taxed to carry out the surplus for
export,  The circulation of money, caused by the carrying of
such an 1mmmense quantity of produce past our doors, must
waterially assist this district

LAKE SUPERIOR TRADE.
The trade of Lake Superior has inereased enormously during

the last year, as shown by the following conparative statement
of tonnage pasging thiough the Sault Ste. V' e Canal :—

1889. 1890.
West bound...1.963.381 tons West bound. 2,612,375 tons
East bound...b,552,641 » East bound 6,428,638 o

It will be seen that the increcase for 1890 over 1889, is about
twenty per cent., and there is every reason to expect this ratio
of trade development to continue.  This showing of the Sault
Canal for 223 days, is confidently expected to surpass the trade
done by the Suez ¢ anal during the whole year.  The present
cannl is inadeguate to the trade, and many serious delays have
occurred during the past season, notably owing to a break in the
canal in August, when several hundred eraft were deluyed, and
the immense commerce depending on the canal was disastrously
affected for weeks after it was repaived It is highly importaut
that the Canaaian Sault Cana] should be completed as sovi as
possible, so that the severe losses incurred by the delays at the
present overtaxed one, may be avoided.

THE IRON TRADE.
Shipments of ore from the Lake Superior iron mines of the

Sonth Shore, for 1890, surpass all previous records, and foot up
the enormous total of 8,160,324 yross tons.

THE ATTIKOKAN IRON RANGE.

This range attracted wide attention this year, more than
ever before. Exploring was extensively done, and large tracts

e ———
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of valuable iron lands taken up. It was visited during the past
summer by many eminent geologists, practical miners and ex-
perts. The veports have been wholly favorable, and it is ad
mitted that it is the best iron ticld ever presented in the Lake
Superior country, and only awaits capital to make it one of the
"greatest industries Canada has yet been favored with.,  There
are grounds for hope that this range will not be without railway
facilities very long. TLe Outwio & Rainy River Railway Com-
pany have taken it up with earnestness. and ave now loeating
their line. Another company, the Atikokan Iron Range Rail-
way Company, are surveying their line from a point on the
Canadian Pacitic Railway to the iron, and the great Canadian
Pacitic Railway Compary have minde a survey from their mam
line to the range, and found an easy route. With all the encrgy
now being expended with the sole object of vpening ‘up this
country, it seems certain of accomplishment in the near future,
and trade revived a8 it surely will be by this development. The
mintag and shipping of iron ore, important as it is, by no
means covers the advantages we have every reason to expect as
it would seem beyond doubt that our most natural industries
are ?
BLAST FURNACES AND ROLLING MILLS.
Chicago has proved equal to the task of competing with
Pittsbuig and other centres, supposed to hold supremacy as
iron wakers, owing tu their peoximity to the coal helds, and
our position 1s such that we can lay down by water, coal or coke
and limestone as cheaply as ut Chicago, and iron ore one dollar
and twenty-five cents per ton cheaper.  Au estimate of cost of
roducing iron here by an eminent engineer, Mr Jawmes P.
Withrow of Pittsburg, in accordance with the prices of the dif-
ferent ingredients, 18 cleven 50-100 dollars per ton.  As for a
market for iron in Canada, the government returns show that in
1888, 21,799 wons of pig ivou were produced in Canada, and
68,333 tons imported, and as. none was exported the quantity
cousumed was about 90,132 tons valued at $1.153,840. The
total importation of iron and steel aud mannfactures thereof was
$11,776,628, representing a consumnption of about 400,000 tons
of pig non.  This immense consnmption as compared with the
output of less than twenty-two thousand tous, leaves: wide
margin for iron euterprises.  The desire of the Dominion Gov-
ernment to foster this industry is evident. The duty on pig
iron is four dollars per ton, and for a period ot five yeara, begin
ning with 1892, a bonus of two dellars per ton will be pad by
it, With such government assistance, and our own uatural
advantages, the establishment of blast furnaces and rolling
wills must soon be a certainty  Port Arthur is to be commend-
ed for its liberal offer of & twenty tive thousand dollar bonus for
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a fifty ton furnsce. and no doubt if a larger plant were offered
the bonus would be increased.
THE SILVER MINES.

The product of silver for 1800 was a trifle over four hundred
thousand dollars. Development work has been pushed with
vigor, and wmore ground is opened up in the various working
mines than ever befure, so that constant employment tor the
stamp nills is assured for some time to come.

OUR FINANCES.
As will be seen by the Secretary’s report, your finances have

been carefully looked after and the estimated income of the
Board realized.

I must thank you, gentlemen, for-the uniforin courtesy
extended to me during my five years’ servicea as President and
Vice: Piesident of your Board, and can assure you I fully appre-
ciate the contidence so freely reposed in e, and also your active
and hearty co-operation in all matters for the good of the Board
and the District it serves. Bespeaking for my successor the
same courtesy and assistance,

I have the honor to be, gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
GEO. A. GRAHAM,
President.
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