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. Pons bt s
October 16, 1939,

k}p

EXTRACT FROM "THE ECONCMIST®

7 P
LONDON, SEPT, 16, 1939 155833

MRLIAVENT AND PUBLICITY,--

Two features were outstanding in Wednesday's
important meeting of the Commons--even apart from the
House's united and inflexible determination to resist
the aggressor to the end., In the first place, the
Prime iinister, whose survey of the progress of the war
was the pildce de résistance of the day, was extremely

anxious that Members should know all that could be told
uDOUL what was going on. In the second, the Opposition,
while fully appreciating Mr. Chamberlain's position,
were not disposed to abate in the slightest their con-
stitutional duty to help to win the w by harrying the
Government in the weakest places of its policy. r
Greenwood was deadly effective: . as Leader of the Op-
position it was his duty to put his fingers on the weak
spots, and he found them at the I qlstx;“v ofedi-boraatdon
and Supply His strong words about the stupid imbroglio

i559) ﬁf nlgnt, when news ‘about British troops in

rrunce was jockeyed about between the Ministry of In-
formation and the War Office, =iven to the freuu, with-
drawn and then put out again, drew no riposte from the
Government benches, where the ill-working of oiflczul
publicity so far was of necessity admitted hes 2re
echoed by Sir Archibald Sinclair and ac epted by oir
Samuel Hoare, Democratic processes were working at
their best on ’«dge«'QV; and ﬂt is not the least sign
of the truly Lguenuatlve ch e £ the Coninons
that there * s 41
view that
is more infg :

ore u.~il¢u)*lﬁ‘ har
sVery 1

Slnce uhne
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: C155834
FOR THE PRIME MINISTER

FOR COUNCIL: October 17th, 1939.

SuBJECT: Public information Iin French Canada
Sir Edward Beatty's suggestion,

REMARKS: Copy of Sir Edward Beatty's letter
and Mr, Heeney's memorandum
attached.

CONSIDERED BY COUNCIL:

ACTION TAKEN: 1 see Prime
( ndun re
d ko
8 letter,

/ ™ 1\ 1T
fheil e eile

DiSPOSED OF:

WiE.M, King Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1933-1939
MG, 26, J 4, volume 230, pages C155731-C156122)

PUBLIC ARCHIVES

ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES
CANADA




Nr365*-2 8 g

¢ DEDNRE
C155835

Ottawa, October 17th, 1939.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRIME MINISTER:

Re: Public information in Prench Canada -
Sir Edward Beatty's suggestion.

Sir Edward Beatty has wrlitten the Prime
Minister, suggesting the creatlion of an agency "for
the purpose of presenting to our French-Canadian
compatriots the British and French viewpolnt on
the international situation and the developments on
the various fronts"

Sir Edward suggests that Professor Ernout, who
has been teaching in the French summer school at McGill
University, and now lecturing at Laval, might be suit-
able for the government to retain, in this connection,
Professor Ernout plans to leave Canada on October the
27th, to return to France.

Mr. King wished to discuss Sir Edward Beatty's

o

suggestion, in Council today A copy of Sir Edward's

letter is attached.
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FOR THE PRIME MINISTER

FOR COUNCIL: October 19th, 1939,

Susect: Public Information Office.

REMARKS: /. Heeney's memoranda attached.

CONSIDERED BY COUNCIL:

',4' ol e

ACTION TAKEN: %

DISPOSED OF:
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OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER

&® C155837

DA October 19th, 1939,

For the Prime

Re: Public Information Office.

difficulty is being
experienced in obtaining complete
informetion from the Departments, to
provide for the ] er functioning
of the Public Information Office.

I have asked Mr.
in consultation with M !
prepare the attached memorandum, which,
if approved, might be read in Council
by the Prime ] ister, I would propose,
thereafter, to write to each Minister
again, emphasizing the anecessity of accurate
and complete : 1ation, in proper form,
being supplied recularly.

‘\/) A%

Aé B . P e Jlle

J,L.M.Ngéng Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1933-1939
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October 19, 1939.C155838

Memorandum re Public Information Office

At the request of the Prime Minister, a
letter was addressed, on October the 13th, to all
Ministers in charge of departments informing them
of the establishment of the Public Information Office
and requesting that, through deparimental officers
specifically assigned to this duty, the Publie
Information Office should be regularly advised of all
activities relating to the war.

The response to this request has not been
entirely satisfactory. To date, seven departments have
named offiecials to cooperate with Mr. Heambleton. The
departments reporting are: Trade and Commerce, National

Revenue, Mines and Resources, National Defence, Transport.
Labour and Fisheries.

Only one official named (Mr. Bethune of Mines
and Resources) has, however, furnished material other
than that coming through in the way of press releases
and the like.

The reason for the failure to respond to the
request may be partly due to an impression that the
departmental officers designated for the purpose of
cooperation, are acting as newspaper reporters and are
expected to furnish the Information Office only with
material which can be made public, and that such material
should be in the form ready for release to press.
Actually, all information regarding departmental activities
should be reported whether confidential or otherwise,

If not to be made public, this faet could be indicated,
but material should not be withheld on that account. In
fact, if the Prime Minister's purposes are to be served,

the confidential material may be of more value than the
other.

The situation may, perhaps, be met if the
Ministers will make it clear to their departments and

agencies over which they have supervision that the
following is required:

W Egﬁigggng Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1933-1939
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1., Complete reports on all war activities to
be furnished the Public Information Office,
these reports to include confidential in-
formation with this fact clearly indicated.

Reports should be furnished regularly and
promptly.

Factual material in chronological order with
dates and other supporting details clearly
indicated is required rather than running
stories of the newspaper type.

fﬂ§§§:§§§ng Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1933-1939
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OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER

%3
e 6155840 .

Confldential October 20th, 1939,

For Mr, Turnbull :

Re: Public Information Office.

I am attaching a copy of the
letter which has gone forward tonlght
to the following Ministers:

Mr. Gardiner
Mr., Ralston
Mr. Lapointe sx;
Mr. Mackenzie
Mr. Power {x)
(x)

Mr, Cardin.

I suggeat that as those
indicated by an (x) are out of town, it
would be well to telephone thelr
departments and bring the matter to the
attention of the Officer most likely te
do something, Otherwise we will have
no action from them until after next
Wednesday.

WsE. M, King Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1933-1939
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Hinutes of meoting of

‘“"%“*’
W of Labour,
Oe 23, at thoree pem,

AR O W W W W e W W e e W W -

Minister of
M‘Mz m

mwmu»m. He said the purpose of
the Public Informsation Office was to collect, co-ordinate and dis-
seminate information on govermment war efforts.

Mr. Hasbleoton first cutlined the work of the burean. He
stressed that records of all astivities -- economic and militery --
should be sent to him. In an eoffort to keep the Prime Hinister and
menbers of the govermment informed of activities of departments, all
information svailsble, imeluding eonfidential meterial, should be
submitted. In the case of comfidential reports,these vere to be sent
under separate cover, glearly marked with a red tsdb that contents
vere confidential. In the sase of s department having no publicity
man, no attempt need be made to write press releases vhich instead
could be deslt with by the Information Office from the material:

submitted, All delay should be gveided, In the case of two
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mummnmmm.ﬁw
Lssuing release should in every cese inform the second department bo-
fore such release is issued, Depertments with established publicity
serviess will contimue those services, but at the same time will fur-
aish two copies of eash press relesse to the Information Buresu.

Mr, Turnbull read to the meeting a report communicated by
Mr. King to his ministers asking them to co-operate vith the Imforma-
tion Office. Mr, Turnbull told officials they were respomsible for
mwummamuuu-mumuo. Day to day in-
formation is required promptly and ascurately. He intimated the
Prime Minister felt he vas not being supplied with the material evall-
able, Atmmtm.homd.mzanMd’
information. m.w&mudorommthmu-
gularly. At the outset it would be helpful to summarise The vwar as-
uuuuormmunmnnn»mummmw
to date.

Mr. Piokersgill dealt specifically with the form in which
information be sent in -- a chronological record was expected. Dates
were esgentisl for the Prime Minister's use. Reports vere to be sent
in daily, preferably, or at least thrice weekly. He said all ministers
M,cthmﬁicmumdmmmm.mmw
Mr. AD.P.Heenoy, principal secretary to Mr. King, to supply all com-
fidentisl informatiom. Mr. Pickersgill suggested each man go to his
minister immediately and ask for support in his department.
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| Mr. Delaute raised the question as to vhy seoret informa~
mmumumm,um».wm
the Prime Minister required it.

Mr. Walter Thompson told the members they vere now working
in dusl capacity -- departmental and public information buresu mem-
bers. He said their value as publisity mem would increase, and would!
have & constructive effect on positions of publicity men gemerally
if carried om woll. On them depended the vay im which the work of
the govermment was presented to the publie. A "Librery of Informs-
tion" wes sbsolutely essential., With regard to cemsorship, it vas
mmumuxw-»mmwpm-ut. His of-
rmm.mw-mmmmumtmmu
gsubmit all press releases to him. This would slso provide him witk
a very necessary basckground. ¥ith regard to the press gallery, he
mmormmormm.mmmuumu
story vere doubtful. If material were for press release or radio,
he advised submitting to cemsorship regulations.

Mr. Rowse and Mr. Payne both stated that they had received
detailed instructions from their respective ministers to branch
heads. Gmotalatmwmwnr.\fodmottht
of Pensions and National Health was read by Mr, Rowse. (Copy attached)
Mr. Turnbull and Mr. Hesbleton thought that eash minister might be
asked to write a similar letter to all deputies and branch heads.
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OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINI

155844

October 24th, 1959,

For the Prime Minister: ( ’ )

Re: Public Information
Attached 1is a letter and
memorandum from Mr. MeclLarty, on the
sub ject of Public I matlion, the
achivities of the Cablunel Sub-Committee
and recommendations for future

T e

When the Prime Minister has
had an opportunity of going over this,
would he wish to ve a word with Mr,
Mclarty, or would he like the matter

raised in Council?
sie

N T
i e L)- L'e dde

/\}M‘\m Wy 0\’\14\'w;(f\ &,4 Wl VHUSQ( l»\

\Kb fm\b. ,.) hev  Geaw {dzd ). "\tl\ul;‘;
XA\\”u' o \i. Kmb; \n'n“'t.
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1939

MEMORANDUM FOR MR.HEENEY : 155845

I enclose a copy of a letter of October
17th from Mr.McLarty,covering a memorandum from
Edward F.Stevenson of New York. In acknowledging
Mr.Mclarty's letter, I told him I was sending a
copy to Mr.Christie,asking for his impressions,
as this was a subjeet to which he had been giving
a good deal of attention.

I have now received a reply,dated October
24th,from Mr,Christie,giving his views. I enclose

a copy. I have sent a copy to Mr.Mclarty.

’ i M Notes, 1933-1939
W.E. M, King Papers, Memoranda andn es,
‘ rﬁié.ﬁ J 4, volume 230, pages £155731-0156122)
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MINISTER OF LABOUR m
k] CARADA

Ottawa, Ootober 17th,1939

CA55846
Dear Dr,Skelton:

I.had & call today from M¥r,Bdward ¥.Stevenson of
New York, Mr.jtevenson's suggestions were so interesting
that I asked him to put them in memorendum form., UHe 4id so and
I am herewlth enclosing a ¢copy of his memorandum.

I am bearing in mind the contents of the letter from
¥r.Christie conoerning which you were kind oo to advise me
under date of October 13th, In this connection,l trust that
nothing ia our scorrespondence has oreated the impression that I
regarded lMr.Wagar's suggestion for a personal campaign by himself in
the United States as desirable. As a matter of fact,l 4did not,

However,l belleve you will agree with me that Mr,
Stevenson's suggestions are on an eantirely different line and
are worthy of wvery serious consideration,

I had never met Mr,Stevenson previously but I understand
he is a brother-in-law of Baron Silvercruys,and the references
whioh he furnished, namely; Els &xcellency The Governor General
and Mr,J.% MoConnell of Montreal were somewhat impressive.

I will not, however, bring the matter to the attention
of the sub-Committese on Public Information until you have had an
oppoertunity of considering whether or not ir,.Stevenson's suggestions
merit such consideration.

Yours sincerely,
NORNMAN WoLARTY
Dr.0.D.3kel ton,
Under-Secretary of State for

External Affairs,
Ottawa,

Ene.,

WsE.M, King Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1933-1939
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Ottaws, October 17,1939

iy dear ¥r.Mioister,

I am sure that you will realize the
imposaibility of my writing a comprehensive
memorandum on & matter of such enormous importance in
such a short time. This is the barest outlime of what
I bave in mind, %hen I return to my office I will
make & detailed study snd sond 1t to you. In the
meantime should you care to have me return to Ottawa
for a conference 1 am available at any time,

Thanking you for your gourtesy,
Iam,Siv,

Respeotfully yours,

Hed,Stevenson,

W;L, M, ‘ng Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1933-1939
M6, 26, J 4, volume 230, pages C155731-C156122)
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155848

At your suggestion I am very glad to write a brief memorandum
on the s stions I offered to you to-day for the method of
disseminat in the United States informetion congerning the point
of view, objects and opinion of Canada.

1 must preface my remarks by stating that in my opinion the
whole plan would be defeated if it wers handled by a Cansdian,
It must of negessity be handled dy an American with the utmost
:acmy and diseretion and by an American in whom you can completely
rust.

o bezin with, my feeling iz that it would not be wise %o
have Canadisns, notamattor of what prominence, lecture before any 2
in the United States, It would be mush 2ore effective to arrange
for outstending Ameriocan aslities to gpeak before important
ganad ian groups. Naturally it would be arrenged ahead of time
that these speeches should include materisl whieh would elucidate
the Cansdisn point of view. It should them be arranged that advance
gopies of these talke de provited to the Canadian Press and other
wire syndicates for relsase in the United States., It must de
evident that this metucd could “e employed extremely profitably
and effectively., It is also my opinion that articles written by
imeriocans for publication in Amerlcan periodicals and feature
sections should be inspired. This would require a complete
knowledze of the 4merifen publisatiocn fleld, its requirements and
the availability of writers. HMaterial could also be provided for
news broadoasts snd radio lectures. It would be a great mistake
to send out a great number of mimeographed prepared news releases.
The method of inspiring end erranging for 4Americans to do this
themselves i3 in my opinioa the only effective way. In selesting
speakers, writers and broadeasters grest care should be taken
not to employ those who are known to be rabid Anglophiles.
Dpuring the past fifteen years it has bdeen my privilege to make
exoellent use of motion pleture soreens of the United States.
fgre again it is only ideas for filus end film sequsnces which should
be presented to American producers for their own working out. In
seleotiy an American to handle this deligate work he should have an
office in New York and would have to be kept in complete and intimate
personal touch with the Sovermment here in Ottawa. Having

W;L. M, King Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1933-1939
4 {MQG' 26, J 4, volume 230, pages C155731-C156122)
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C155849

B e e e Tl T
Ly ¥ a : 3 or corpora’
as the mm Stook + United Sta Steel
Corporation, Femnsylvenia lroad, United tes
Rubber » Badio tion of America
Gonsolidated Bilson of New York, P, blic Service of
Hew Jorsey and in fact most of &n“laru publie
utility companies of the country, I feel that I am
ly qualified to render you such a service.

the United States I am sure that ¥pr . Floyd Blair, Vice-
President of Metionmal Oity Bank, Mr,Nelson Bookefeller, Mr Henry
ios, President of "Time", and firs, #1111am Erown Melomey of
the "Herald Tribune”, would be glad to tell you of what I
have done. You must be aware of my affectio:,regaxrd and
relationships with Canada, 1 am sure up here His Sxcellency
the Governor-General and Nr,John ¥ . MeConnell, of Homtreal,
with both of whom I have talked over this plan, would be
gisd to glve you their opinion of its ponibnities and of
na.

Ned, Stevanson.

630 Fifth Avenue,
Few York,U.S.A.

WaE.M, King Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1933-1939
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For thc Pri ime

letter, Mr.
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OFFICE OF THE PRIME MIN

e, M 155851

' October 30th, 1939.
gonfidential

Memorandum for Dr., Skelton:

Ret Public information « proposals
of Edward F, Stevenson regarding
the United States,

R

The Prime Minister saw a copy of
Loring Ohristie's letter regarding Mr,
Stevenson's proposals, and has commented
on ¥r, Christie's conclusion as followa:

"I agree entirely « by no
means have him do anything",

I thought you, and possibly
Christie might 1ike to know,

A. D, P, H,

Wik, M, ?.ng Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1933-1939
A(M,G. 26, J 4, volume 230, pages C155731-C156122)
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. HEENEY :

RE PUBLIC INFORMATION

It seems apparent from recent letters and

from conversations, that Mr, Mclarty is desirous

of getting Public Information started in a positive

way and at the same time free himself from the many

details which are being brought to his attention daily

even though there is no active development in this

phase of war activity, Mr., Mclarty has intimated that

a useful purpose would be served by hgvingﬂan'qxpgz%ggged

advertiser suggest an organization under which Publiec

Information Qould be carried out. There are no lack

of organization plans, We have on file a record of

the British set-up and also the one under which the
United States operated during the last war. There are,

as well, suggestions for our own. In my opinion, what

we really need is not a plan but someone to actually

commence the work. Given this active direction the

néeded organization woﬁld soon shape up, in fact, to
f.}!stau:'t off with anything in the way of an elaborate
ggorganization would nrobably mean the gathering together
ggof personnel in advance of any need for their services.,

One man with imagination and experience in

Public Relations is worth all the plans we can put

together,.

WE. M, King Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1933-1939
EMJ6.26, J 4, volume 230, pages C155731-C156122)
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MEMODRANDUM FOR MR. HEENEY : C155853 93]

Attached is a letter from Mr. John Grierson,
Film Commissioner, presenting his views about Public
Information. I value his opinion not only because of his
wide experience in film matters, but also because he has
had considerable opportunity to view the workings of
Public Informetion in CGreat Britain and in the United States.

The suggestion in his letter to me is that
"secretaries™ should be appointed to deal directly with
each of the main media of Public Information and that these
"gsecretaries" in turn will hold regular conferences and
perhaps through someone in the Prime Minister's office,
report directly to the Prime Minister. Mr. Grierson has
not gone into the matter of personnel but did suggest in
econversation that radio might be dealt with by Mr. Brockington,
films and pictorial matter generally by himself, with
others to be selected to look after women's organizations,
speakers, newspapers, etc, With a General Chairman to
help in general direction and authority the idea seems to
have merit., It would avoid setting up a large staff and
it could be arranged to keep the Prime Minister more
closely in touch than would otherwise be the case,

W;E.M, King Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1933-1939
6,28, J 4, volume 230, pages C155731-C156122)
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NATIONAL FILM BOARD m

November 2nd,I1939.

C155854
Dear Turnbull,

I have been considering some of the points raised
in our telk about the development of an Information service.
In my letter to Heeney I have indicated certain definite
end constructive plans in the film field on which I am
actually working; but it is clear there is a gap which ought
to be filled,

at what point do those of us who are concerned in
the matter get together and gear our work and our views to
a common and authoritative policy?

I must say, I don't like the idea of & big Ministry
of Information with large personnel, on the lines of the
English one, It became, &s you know, & disaster of heavy-
weight officialdom - and from all accounts and observations,
of inefficiency too. as far back as lMunich, the British
Government wes warned ageainst such a conception of the linistry
of Information and, 1 am afreid, the present mess was long
foreseen by some of us.

The alternative method - and one which I think
would aedmirably suit Canadian conditions and particularly
Canadea's need to economise on personnel - is to hsave a
Bureau of Information which travels as light as possible.
as 1 see it, you do not even need to have a Bureau. A4all
you require is & small group of liason officers or Segret-
gries of Information - one for each medium which the Govern-
ment wishes to use - with a principal secretary of Information
who would report directly to the Prime linister and convey
policy decisively to the others. The idea of 'Secretaries!
ig important as conveying the idea of liason with high
authority.

There would be a distincet advantage in not having
& Minister or Director of Information, and as follows:

There would be no incentive to build a large
machine, to justify uinistry or Directorate.

The authority of the P.M. would be direct.

It is simpler and more effective to have a liason
staff which confines itsell to relating Information media
to policy, and does not get caught up with actual work within
the Information media themselves.

single individuels, working with a minimum of
assistance are, if well chosen, more likely to keep their
eye on the ball, see the job imaginatively and concentrate
on matters of first importance.

It is good sense to let the ordiunary expert
machinery of the Information media o on with its work
and confine the Government effort %o the direction ov
persuasion of policy - a matter in which it is more likely
to be professionsal.

Your Information service would therefore be
something in the nature of a Flying Squad, proceeding
from specific job to specific job and co-operating with
people only in respect of specific jobs; but doing so
with the authority of the P.M. in the background and a
considered and single policy regarding the various problems
involved, e.g. national unity, presentation of Cansadian
views to the United States, advising the Ltritish Information

W;L.M, King Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1933-1939
(MG, 26, J 4, volume 230, pages C155731-C156122)

PUBLIC ARCHIVES

ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES
CANADA x




-2-

service on Canadian realities, etec, etec,

One of the principal problems will be to keep
the lunatics in leash. I heve already heard them talk of
working the people up to fever pitch, forecing the U.S. into
war by provocative tactics; and I have noted in my letter
to lieeney how dangerous and short-sighted this is liable
to be. but if you are going 1o control the lunatics, you
will do it better with two or three watchmen than with
two or three score. a single person, maintaining personal
contact at key points and with the distant autherity of
the P.,M. behind him would, I am sure, heve greater influence
than & machine engeged in depsrtmentel and familisr
routine -~ and liable like any depurtment in the publiec
eye, to be a public jest if it blunders (ef. the growing-
peins of the C.B.U. and the furious ceriticism of the
British Pantechnicon).

The very intangibility of the Information set-up
1 suggest, would probeably be its principal asset,

1 have simply noted the principle involved.
We could work it out in greater detail if necessary but,
really, it all comes down to a choice of imaginative and
active persomnel; and four, five or six chosen absolutely
because of their guelifications for the job - and with no
other considerations whatsoever allowed to enter - would
do the trick.

Yours sincerely,

S ok,

———
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CONFIDENTIAL Ottawa, November 1l0Oth, 1939,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRIME MINIST

=

Re: Public Information

The Prir finist hopes to have an oppor-
tunity, shortly, to g consideration to this
whole guestion.

Attached is cmrtain'wwterial which may be of
ance when the Prime Minister comes to formulate
nclusions on the subject, viz.:

letter wr%ttan by John Grierson, the
Government Film mmissic to Mr. Turnbull. To
my mind Mr. Grisrson's -f "CONTAINS™ & IoT of good
common sense, His wide experience in the film field
renders his opinion worthwhile,

Mr. King will observe that Mr., Grierson
holds the same view as Mr. King, himself, namely that

no ?laborat& organization is necessary or degirable.

He also feels, as does the Prime HKinis er, that the
Public Information Office, and those ::wsiblz for

| 1ts operation, should be under the authority

of the Prime Minister. ‘or this re suggests that
each "medium" of znﬁvlfn
a specialist in the particular
radio, speakers, and so forth.

o
int o

.
o
I8

~
Ol

amls take
cantile
in public

ommenrc

o
[=9
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Department

Agricul ture

Bureau of Statistics
Finance

Fisheries

Labour

Justice

Mines & Resources
National Defence
National Revenue

Pensions and National
Health

Post Office
Publie Works
Transport

Wartime Prices and
Trade Board

Trade and Commerce

¢

C155858

Representative

C.V.Parker

James Muir
R.B.Bryce
H.F.S.Paisley
Ray Brown
J.F.MacNeill,K.C,
W.C.Bethune
Major T.Wayling
S.J.Roe

F.W.Rowse
B.,J.Farrell
J.M,Somerville

G.G.Fraser

Rielle Thompson

Chester Payne
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Bureau of Statisties
Finance

~ Fisheries

Labour

Justice

Mines & Resources
National Defence
National Revenue

Pensions and National
Health

Post Office
Publis Works
Trangport

Vartime Prices and
Trade Board

Trade and Commercs

James Muir
R.B.Bryce
H.F.8.Paisley
Ray Browa
J.F.MagNeill X.C.
¥.0.Bethune
Rajor T.¥ayling
8.J.Roe

F.¥W.Rovse
B.J.Farrell
J.M.8omerville
@.G.Fraser

Rielle Thompson
Chester Payne
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Ottawa, November 16th, 1939.

Memorandum to Mr. Heeney and Mr. Turnbull:

I had an opportunity of discussing the matter of the
set-up of the Public Information Committee with the Prime
Minister last evening. For the purpose of this memorandum and
for the memorandum only, I will use the word propaganda.

I believe that the following will give a resume of
the conclusions arrived at:

1 - The Prime Minister feels and I believe it is desir-
able that in the matter of general propaganda the gquestions of
policy involved should be determined by the War sub-Committee
of the Cabinet.

2 - Rather than meke an elaborate set-up at the present
time, we should obtain someone as Secretary who would be
connected with the Prime Minister's office and allow the per-
sonnel to grow rather naturally and as the occasion require§.

3 - I believe it is the wish of the Prime Minister that
in as far as possible this branch of Public Information should
be under his personal direction and control.

4 - The Prime Minister suggested the title of Educational
Secretary which at the time I must admit rather appealed to me,
but on further reflection is too much suggestive of the school
teacher and, for that reason, I believe inadvisable.

5 - The appropriate person to teake on the task as Secret-
ary was discussed but no final arrangements made. My belief
is, however, that the Prime Minister would rather like to see
L.W.Brockington, K.C. placed in this position, which is of
course entirely agreeable to myself.

6 - I would like very much to see the appointment made

at a very early date so that I could turn over to whomever is
appointed the various files containing suggestions as teo the

useful

5 {ﬁgéng Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1933-1939
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work which can be accomplished in the matter of propaganda
not only through newspapers but through co-ordination of
radio, films, pamphletsc and the other usual channels adopted
in connection with propagaunda work.

If you will be kind enough to give consideration
to the personnel so that I can make a definite recommenda-
tion to the Prime Minister in this regard, it will be very
much appreciated.

Acting Chairmen
sub-Committee of Cabinet on
Public Information.

e
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR, PICKERSGILL:

Re questions to be dealt with in'the
debate on the Address, one of the charges will
be inadequacy of information.
I attach weekly review by Bishop in which &Za
he brings out fact that information is quite as“07Man$'ﬂ\%u£7
full as it was in 1914. Please see that this Cl:T;”;*V:jLA*”L |

y +h»1 s E,(p ;

exhibit is kept with papers on that topice

We L. M, K,

November 21, 1939

L
Wk b o
k. 4

AL A p

e&flg.w", /{/; -
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J
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PRESS CLIPPINGS

Ottawa M,

Citizen

mated~—Fanfare and

Around Parliament Hill |

Agreement on Great Air Training Scheme Inti-

Days of Last War Absent in Serious Prepara-
tions Now Going Forward—War Contracts—

Tub Thumping of Early ||

The outstanding thing at this
week-end is the official intimation
of agreement over the air training
scheme. The negotiations have
covered about a month, which is
long enough” in a matter of
urgency. It is not too long con-
sidering the magnitude of the
scheme and its implications.
Agreements which affect the
United Kingdom, Canada, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand, and call
for consultations back and forth, |
are not concluded in a day or so.
It now appears that any difficul-
ties have been overcome and that
some time next week announce-

|
Next Session of Parliament. | j’

By CHARLES BISHOP. )

Not the easiest thing in this war
is the satisfying of everybody. This
goes for England as it does for
Canada. All are vitally concerned
in the conflict. Everybody, save
the alien enemies, who are
quiescent, and the Communists
who are mouthy, wants the Allies
to win. Unity of purpose, between
' the parties and between the prov-

inces, is instructively illustrated.

| Any trouble is with impatient folk
who want to get on with the war
and get it over and, anticipating
victory, to get back to the pursuits
and pleasures of peace.

A certain degree of complaint is

}

ments will be made simultaneously
in the British House of Commons,
in Ottawa and in the Capitals of
the sister southern dominions.

It is a big scheme for the ad-
vance training of recruits from
outside and for the preliminary
and advance ftraining of Cana-
dians. The resources of the Com-
monwealth in various contributory
lines are pooled. The Canadian
share will be large but not too
large, considering that this country
will be the Empire’s central air
training ground. It stands to reach
material advantages during the
war, while considerable, buft not
all, of the facilities will be adapt-
able to commercial aviation after
the peace.

In London, Mr. Crerar conveys
the information that Canada, with
its resources, is in the war up to
the hilt which will be satisfying to

that there is not enough fanfare
and tub thumping—parades, cere-
monials, recruiting meetings, flag
waving and general hub-bub, as
there was in the first stages of the
last war.
is not is because, at that time, war

was new and sudden and every

preparation had to be made in a
hurry. This time, a new personnel

has been necessary and a lot of |
other things were not ready but, |
at least, all the machinery was in !
place. . All that was necessary was |

to start it in motion, by reviving
the War Measures Act and other
acts, at the b
in 1914, commenced in an atmos-
phere of excitement and some ad-
venture. This year, there was no
excitement. If there is any ad-
venture in it, great peril goes
along.

* - *

Admitting that a great deal is

the masses of people.; Those whd
won't like such & pronouncement |
didn’t appear to cut much of a|
figure of influence when hawking
their wares in Quebec.

*

going on and being done, there

| are complaints of insufficient in-

formation of what it is all about.
The government, it seems to this
writer, in the light of last war's
experience, is doing very well, so
far, in this line. Just as much in-

. cne though there

One reason why there !

2. Recruiting, |

formation is divulged now as, in

1914, with this difference; mews-
paper correspondents hear less
about the personal exploits of the
present than they did about the
first war minister after 1914, Sam
Hughes was much more accessible
than Mr. Rogers. The latter's
office, moreover, is not filled with
the species of sycophants of vari-
ous callings, as was that of the|
late regretted minister of the last |
war. He was delighted always to |
have them in his smiling, eagerly |
acquiescent  entourage, If they|
didn’t come around, they were re- |
minded of that disturbing fact,
When it came to real news, as
much is given out now, as was
then. And, of course, the recruit-
ing was different. The regular
regiments were not the nucleus.
New battalions were raised, some
of them by moneyed people; some.
by people of political prominence,

B L] -

Reason exists for the belief that|
when a system of publicity is bet-
ter co-ordinated, more information |
—more detail—will be given out. |
But perhaps not. The censorship,
here and overseas, in the last war
was not more than a patch on this
§re times when
one passes what the other one!l
hans. On field operations, as well |
as the movement of troops, and
even on contracts and military|
projects, the restrictions are great.

The spy system is supposed to be
operating more efficiently. Diffi-
culty thus develops in reconeiling
the public thirst for information |
and the prohibitions which the
Allies think it wise to dictate. The
war is not being run from here but
by the military strategists of
Great Britain and France. The
whole dynamic direction comes
irom them—what they want, and
when, and how, and where opera-
tions will be carried on. However,
the clamor in Great Britain led to
the Ministry of Information being
revolutionized, and to whatever
extent is needed, things may be
loosened up here. In a co-ordi-
nated war effort, nevertheless, any
system applied overseas is likely to ||

St
o
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be applied here. If the departure

be drastic from the ordinary, it

must be blamed on the war which

introduces new irritations and

menaces having no place in peace.
' * -

As much criticism as about any-
thing has been directed at the lack
of equipment for the troops, hur-
riedly enlisted. This has evoked at
least some unofficial observations
to the effect that maost of the
uniforms were issued to the troops
s0 that they might look their best
when the King and Queen came,
So far as they were concerned
there was no trouble. Many fresh
recruits had to wait because, it
seems, orders had not been placed
and orders were not placed be-=
cause, as a sequence to the Bren
|| gun inquiry, a Defence Purchasing
Board was created. That body was

started. Presumably, it would
have filled the stores if peace hadi
been perpetuated. Conceivably, it |
may not have hurried. ° [

- - .

As to war conifracts, a great
1many of them are: now being
|placed, gradually, by the new
|board. The unsuccessful bidder is |
|prone to be suspicious but, so far
|as is known, nearly eyery factory[
equipped for orders "in military |
lines, such as clothing and boots, |
is getting a share as are all of the |
woollen mills and a good many |
building contractors. Wider pub- !
licity in this line is desirable on
general lines if not in detail. Any
big job is no secret in the locality
interested.

.

- .

The wheat situation is always
involved, more or less. In a year
of drought and lean crops, the re-
lief problem arises. In a year of
prolific production, like this, with
elevators, terminal and country,
all bulging, it becomes a question
of getting rid of it, and the price.
Delays have occurred. There have
been murmurs about the  lack of
British buving. They are not do-
ing it,- wholesale, nor are they be-
ing asked to buy the whole crop |
because, even in war time, neutral |
patrons of Canada are not ex- |
cluded from the picture. The story |
is rather long and involved and}
also uncertain in points but the|
British buying is now  regular. |

W;E,M, King Papers, Memoranda and Notes,
‘(M.‘G. 26, J 4, volume 230, pages Cl55731-

just going nicely when the war ||

'nated when it does come. The
ivoters’ lists could be prepared in |’

They are taking the crop at the
market price and it is moving
overseas. The buying is propor-
tionate to the facilities for prompt
shipment.
* * -

Out in the West, on a scouting

expedition, the Conservative leader |-

forecasts a general election in|°

June.,, Dr. Manion may be right.
One thing certain
tenure of Parliament expires next
year. Nothing suggests any move
to enlarge it, and otherwise, in the
ordinary course, an election must
be held. It is-reasomable: to: sup-
pose that the  government * would |
like to have it fairly early. 1t is

| equally reasonable to suppose that |
as they prevail|’

war conditions,
next spring, will be an influence.

1t is too early to predict the time |’

but Dr. Manion’s guess—which

was the guess of some others be- |
fore him—may be as good as any. |’
The country, in all probability, | *

will be mercifully spared the long

distraction of a campaign of al-|°

most two months, which the pres-
ent act contemplates. If everybody
is expecting something to happen,
the element of surprise is elimi-

advance and, this being done, the
campaign could be cut to about
three weeks or four at the most,
which used to be enough and ought
to be now, especially when a war
is on.

Meanwhile, when ' the session |
comes, political plays are in-
evitable. The political truce, on
the broad lines of war effort and
intent, may not be broken. Never- |
theless, in the structure of that
high purpose a few windows may
be broken by the odd pot-shot. It
was that way in the last war—
complete unity at the start and, in
large degree, also, throughout, but |
with the gradual development of |
troubles over patronage, a scan- |
dal - about medical supplies, |
binoculars and, finally, aboutg
shiells. g

More is now being heard about |
patronage — indefinite rumblings, |
here and there. That, under.all|
governments, patronage lists have |
prevailed in peace times, there is
no doubt, but many big firms on |
such lists—big departmental stores |
for example—are among those |
there, not because of particular;
political attachment. The real

is that the|’

1933-1939
£156122)

| patronage comes in. the smaller

| undertakings and it is most pro-

| nounced in the smaller places. &i
* - » sy

In this war, all these lists are
| supposed to be destroyed. If.
' Wallace Campbell’'s War Su
Board has any such list, or r
to any such practice, the public
will be entitled to know it and be.
prodigiously. surpfiaed ‘it it is so. |

Whether the controversial
cussion$ be about this or what
there may be lots of it in the
pre-election session, Between
of the parties there are

tal differences. Even if they were

not important, it requires only an
element of ingenuity to contrive
those conflicts which justify the
various divisions of the party

system.
e e yod
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Ot tawa, November 23rd, 19@55865

MEMORANDUM FOR THE

Re: Press Conference of November 22nd.

The following points yse during the press
conference, yesterday

3.8 1a the
aison Officers shc
» ave 80 quiho;“

S8, econcerni

c] government
that members of the press sho ,' ‘ : to contact
with the Wuportw ental Press Liaison Officers. The
appointment of such Officers was Lﬂtvnded as an
aiiiuiunal facility for journalists who should retain,

however, their right to make GHHULIiQS of Ministers

and Officials. T . wof DY PN §
¢ ) igg iy e { t‘ B zmﬁt:?:““‘é LT B A frabon folads

3. The government i provide the Press B
th a 138t of the ,;buxﬁzi .2l Press Lialson WTW~*

ar 3
¥ L A

being done)

7r1~?—
ere

photog :":1 ns
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FOR THE PRI%E MINISTER

.\J‘“‘ “’Jﬁ; LY

FOR COUNCIL: 1&avq{mber 25rd, 1939,

SUBJECT: Public In#é:
liaison with

~

REMARKS: lr, Heeney's memorandum attached,

CONSIDERED BY COUNCIL:

Lo ot ol

> Bt

ACTION TAKEN: Lira Llari

At Prime Minister's °
dircction Mr., Turnbull
to see that instructions are & A
given to departments as indic- L # il <

adi8fostB pftached memorandun . Sy
; *.}\ £ T) = 2 L ] AT:-.
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Confidential Ottawa, December lst, 1939,

WO AN ™o i D M PR T \r
S, A(\.'E.b:),ml}T'L .L"O‘U. j.IJ..J £ ;LILAB ;AI

Re: Public Information

McLarty spoke to me, this morning,
on th abjec! and sald that he thought it would
be useful if he and Mr. Walter Thompson could see
=

the Prime Minlister for a few minutes on Tuesday,
befo Council meets (i hompson 1s expected

Information -
luded.,
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CONFIDENTIAL December 5, 1939

RE: PUBLICITY

INFORMATION AND PROPAGANDA

Draft unrevised memorandum by Prime Minister

Basis for consideration

War organization and direction in all its essential
aspects and particularly as respects matters of policy and
co=ordination is the immediate duty and task of the Cabinet.

To insure concentration on thils task and intensive
consideration, a War Committee of the Cabinet has been esta=-
blished. Also Committees of the Cabinet itself concerned with
the more important aspects of war organization and work.

A special Committee of the Cabinet known as Committee
on Public Information is charged with matters pertaining to:

l. Censorship;
2. Publicity of war effort;
3« Voluntary service offers.

These three branches are inter-related. Censorship deals with
the negative side; the suppression of information llkely to be
helpful to the enemy or prejudiclal to the national morale and
effective prosecution of the war,

The information division is concerned with the
posltive and constructive side, making known information con-
cerning war effort to sustain and further national morale and
effective prosecution of the war,

The voluntary service branch, as regards both cen-
sorship and publicity, helps to make known and to provide
voluntary assistance from soluntary sources in connection with
their work.

The Committee of the Cabinet on Public Information,
as Indicated, has an immediate responsibllity for and super=-
vision over these three main activities'relation to information.
It reports to the War Comnittee of the Cabinet and to the Cabinet
on matters of policy requlring decision, and also receives from
both bodies, decislons as to matters of policy, etc. It has

Hjﬁ,H,.géng Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1933-1939
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ooy

general responsibility for recommending financial outlays
for necessary expendltures, making provision for staff,
premises, etc.

-8-

(See Order in Council No, 2654, of September 12, 1939
establishing Commlttee on Information, duties of, etc.)

It is the mechanics as contrasted with the actual
work that the Committee on Information has primerily to do.

It will be observed that, with respect to all else,
there are two main divisions: one concerned with policy;
the other with the carrying out of the policies themselves.
The former, a function of the Cabinet, more particularly
of its War Committes; the latter, of the organization
established under the Cabinet Commlittee on Public Information.

As respects policy on matters of information -
this obviously is a matter for which the government as a
whole 1s responsible and, in particular, the War Committee.

It has been suggested that this responsibility
might best be discharged by a separate ministry, namely,
a Ministry of Information. A first objection to a Ministry
of Information is the additlional cost to the country of
establishing a new department of the government with
expenses incidental thereto, but even more, to the kind
of bureaucracy to which such a department or bureau is
certain to create. It means establishing separate staffs,
etc, otc., duplicating much of the machinery of government
already avallable and requiring for thelr ample use
effective co=-ordination.

As to co=ordination there seems littls doubt
that this can be better effected by Ministers working in
accordance with an agreed plan than by the addition of a
new Minister whose department would be continually
duplicating the efforts of, or interfering with, the
work of other departments.

There can be no doubt that each department
8.8+, Transport which has to do with radio; Trade and
Commerce which has to do with the cinema; Post Office
which has to do with the transmission of mails, etc., can
do more effectively the work required of it with respect
to information and publicity by some immediate association

WQL,H.
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B

general responsibility for recomsending financial outlays
for necessary expenditures, making provision for staff,
premises, etc,

(See Order in Council No, 2654, of September 12, 1039
establ ishing Commlttes on Information, duties of, ete.)

It is the wmechanics as comtrasted with the sctual
work that the Committes on Information has primarily to do.

it will be obmserved that, with respect to all else,
there are two main divisions: one concerued with poliey;
the other with the ng out of the policles themselves.
The former, & function of the Usbinet, more particulerly
of its Wear Committes; the latter, of or 1om
sstablished under the Cabinet Committee on Public Information.

As respects policy on matters of information -
this obviously is a matter for which the governmeut as &
whole is responsible and, in perticuder, the Wer Committee.

I; has been wm that t:h.ts responsibility
night best diseha - @ separa nnluuz, : i
a of Information. 4 first objection mltﬂ
of Information is the sdditional cost to the couniry of
establishing a new department of the government with
expenses incidental thereto, but even more, to the kind
of buresucrsacy to which such e department or buresu is
certain to create. It meens establishing separate staffls,
ete. 8te,, duplicating mch of the machinery of government
already available and requiring for their asmple use
effective co-ordination.

As to co=ordinstion thers seems 1littles doubt
that this can be better effected by Hinisters working in
accordance with an sgreed plan than by the addition of &
new Minister whose department would be continually
duplicating the efforts of, or interfering with, the
work of other depariments.

Thers can be no doubt that each department
&+8+, Transport which has to do with radio; mo and
Commerce which has %o do with the cinemm; f’eat Orfice
which has to do with the transwission of malls, ete., can
do more effectively the work required of it with rngoct
to informetion and publicity by some immedlate associaticn
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with central direction through a liaison effected by
some secretary or member of the staff especlially

designated for the purpose, than by a central bureau
attempting on its own the various forms of publicity.

The strongest objection to a separate
Ministry is,in the main, political. It becomes at
once a target for attack on the part of all interests
and persons who wish to be critical of the government
and its efforts. Anything done amiss 1s credited to
the Department of Information; anything left undone
is blamed on the Department. Where duties and responsi-
bilitlies are distributed between the different Ministries
and departments of the government, anything like the
same amount of criticism 1s not likely to arise, and
where it does arise, it can be met more immedlately and
effectively. The experience of the British Information
Office as established since the beginning of the present
war is ample evidence of all this.

While a separate Ministry of Information is
inadvisable for the above and other reasons, it 1s the
more obvious that the Ministry itself, or, more parti-
cularly, the War Cabinet, should have associated with
itself a person or persons who would be in a position
to bring to the attention of the government, the
different agencies and forms of effort 1l1likely to prove
most effectlve in serving the ends of a proper publicity.

In the nature of things the Prime Minister's
Office and the Office of the Secretary of State for
External Affairs are certaln to have a special
knowledge and special sources of information concerning
the war effort and publiclity essential thereto. This
informmtion succinetly co=ordinated and presented to
the War Committee of the Cabinet should be of the
greatest assistance to the Committee deciding upon the
nature and scope of matters pertaining to publicity.

Sources of information and the discovery of

essential needs with regard to publicity, and as regards
the Prime Minister's Office and the Department of

External Affairs are necessarily restricted to certain
definite channels. Some agency capable of viewing the
entire situation in a larger way 1s required if all of
the most effective channels of information are to be
utilized for obtaining and disseminating the information.
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It 1s advisable, therefore, that someone except-
ionally qualified for weighing the value of and inter-
preting information should be continuously in assoclation
with the Committee of the Cabinet to act as an adviser upon
all matters in a recording and advisory capacity with
respect to all matters pertaining to publicity concerning
Canada's war effort. Such an adviser would fill the double
role of assembling, and advising the government upon matters
of publicity and propaganda, and chronocling Canada's
war effort for use in such manner as might be deemed necessary
and desirable,

On matters of policy, therefore, the immediate
set-up would be as follows:

The War Committee advised on the one hand by
selected officials of the Prime Minister's O0ffice and of
the Department of External Affairs. It 1s suggested the
officials should be the Deputy Minister of External
Affairs (Dr, Skelton); (2) the Principal Secretary to
the Prime Minister (Mr, Heeney), and (3) the Public
Relations Officer of the Prime M nister's Office who acts
also in this capacity as respects the Department of External
Affairs (Mr. Turnbull). This group of three would conse-
titute what might be referred to as an intra-mral advisory
comnittee to the War Committee. Corresponding to this
group but related more particularly to sources outside
the Prime Minister's Office and the office of the Secretary
of State for External Affairs would be an adviser extra-
miral to the War Committee, The War Committee thus advised
would be in a position to have matters, where necessary,
immediately and finally determined by the Cabinet itself,
and (b) through its immediate touch with the Committee on
Information, be in a position to see that that Committee
was immediately informed of matters with respect to publicity
demanding 1ts attentione. i
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Before leaving the policy feature, it would
seem to be clearly advisable that there should exist as
between the main activities concerned with publicity in
the public service and the War Committee, some one or more
persons whose duty would be that of a liesison between the
activity concerned end the War Committee. Such persons
might best function between the head of the activity con=-
cerned and the Cabinet Committee advisory officer by way
of bringing to the attention of the bovcrnmept committese,
matters of immedlate concern and also by seeing that views
and decisions of the Cormitten are made known and duly
carried out, Such lialison officials should equally keep
in touch with the head of the Informetion O0ffice and the
Director of Publicity whose functions and duties would
be as hereinafter set forth.

As regards publicity, speaking generally,
is of two kinds: (a) factual, such as relates to the
collection, co=ordination and dissemination of information
in the nature of actual facts gathered from a variety of
sources, and (b) propagande - this word being used to describe
informetion interpretative in character, intended to mak
war effort rightly and widely understood as well as known;
with a view to strengthening the morale of the country,
and to serve specific ends as, for example, campaigns
for loans, recruiting, etc.

The agency of propaganda has to be considered
from two sides: (a) the users of propaganda being the
nublic and (b) the producers of propaganda, the particular
agenci Go employed.,

The various agencies fall more or less into
the following classes:
newspapers and magazines,
speakers,
lecturpp
radio,
onnbmq,
advertising,
posters,
institutions
the unive

respect to thc iffere
agencies, extent, character of . when consilde

H. ggng Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1933-1939
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policlies with respect thereto, the Cabinet Committee would
heve toe be especially advlsed, Simllarly those in charge
of organlzation and direction of publiclty snd propaganda
would have immediately to do with the execution of the
lines of activity decided upon.

MaB M. King Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1933-1939
(@%‘zﬁ J 4, volume 230, pages C155731-C156122)
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The govermnment has already established an
Informetion Office which has to do exclusively with the
collection, co-ordination and dissemination of information
gathered from the different departments of the government
and related agencies. That phase of the work is already
organized, the means most effective in obtalning relation-
shlp between the different departments of the govermment
and the Informestion Office being that of liaison press
officials attached to the former.

It remains now to organize another branch of
publicity, namely that concerned with presenting in
more grephic form the information obtained at the Inform-
ation Office, and also publicity generally on Canada's
war effort through the several agencles governmental
or public which can be effectively utilized for that
purpose. This willl reguire at its head a Director of
Publicity who, in his field, willl corresporid to the
Information Officer in the Public Information Office.
It 1s suggested that the Director of Publicity might be
kept in touch with the several government departments and
related agencies through liaison officers who will be
in touch with the Advisory Officer of the Cabinet Committee
and also, if desired, by the various press liaison officers.

The duties and functions of the Director of
Publicity will be as followss

W BuM, king Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1933-1939
(‘fg;‘é‘ ﬁg‘l J &, voitee 230, pages C155731-0156122)
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Ottawa, Decembery7th, 19839,

TO HIS EXCELLENCY
THE COVERNOR GENERAL IN COUNCIL:

The undersigned has the homour to report:

That 1t 1s desirable to provide further
for the effective collection, co-ordination and
dissemination to the publies of information concerning
all phases of Canada's war offort and the various
activities of govermment related thereto;

That for this it is desireble to
appoint a Director of Pudlie ormation who shall be
under the leﬁu the Commnittes of the Cabinet

Publie ormation, (constituted by P. C.
December .’ lm)o

The undersigned, with the comgurremsce of
members of the Committes of the Cabinet on Publiec
Information, has, therefare, the honocur to recommend:

That Walter 8, ° , Esquire, of the
City of Hontreal, in the Province of s be appointed
Director of ¢ information for the purpose of pro-
viding for the collection, cowordination and dissamination
to the publis of information canc sll phases of
Canada's war effort snd the various activities of
governmuent related thereto;

2. That, in the perfomance of his said duties,
the said Director of Public Information shall be under
the supervision of the Cammittee of the Cabinet on

Public Information)

3¢ That, with the goncwrrence of the Committee
of the Cabinet om Publiic Information, snd subject to
the of the Govermor-in-Ooubsil, the said

approval ,
Dirvector of Public Information be empowered %o mo
on & temporary basis such officers, c¢lerks and o
persons as -3 be deamed mcm to the proper

-]

{formanc his duties, at remuneration as may
¢ deamed appropriate.

& That all expenses, including nocessary
tmvoumg‘ezpema, lawfully 1:’uurrod by the said
Director, or members of his staff, shall be payable out
of War Approprlations.

4 Be nx;t h:d uédi::en th? actusl dhbmmm;:u
or enses, referr o preceding paragra;

the Direstor of Publis Informetivn Sall Feseive oo
allowance for liv axpenses of a day while
absent from his customary place residencé, in
connection with the discharge of his duties.

The whole respectfully submitted.

Prime Minister.
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Ottawa, December 12th, 1939,

m POR_THE PRINE NTNISTER:

Ret Public In!‘omtian - forei
ThnjGage W

Attached is a somewhat lengthy letter
from Mr, MacNelll of the Departaent of tice,
to Nr, mmx.t?d ;hx;oto totna rro? l;a
Turnbull, suggesting' Importance o
dissemination of acaurate public information among
forelign born Canadians who are subd jocted to
Commymint propagands snd have 1ittle alternative
in their own language.

o M llacloin's toxt 1s a gquotation from
the Prime Ministor's letter to the Reverend Mr,
Silcox, concerning freedom ln wartime.

In view of the present prominence of
the question of subveraive propaganda, would
the Prime Minister approve of Hr, mﬁoin'l
letter being referred to the Cabinet Committes
on Public Information, for the attention of the
Director of Public Informations Doubtlesas
the latter will be conasidering work among the
1‘01-01.3::;i in Canada.

fi
;WL

A' DQ P. I{C
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DRAFT PRESS RELEASE ‘

Ottawa, December 2lst, 1939.

t““wmwﬁ“%ﬁ

Leonard W. Brockingbton, K.C., of Winnipeg
has been appointed togadvise and assist the War Committee
. of the Cabinet, conce gning the recording and the furnishing
. of information concerning Canadea's war effort.

, As chronicler of QQnada's war activities,

2 "Mr Brockington will have charge of the important task
of the maintenance of an appropriate record of the progress
of the various phases of Ca??zgan participation in the war,
both in the military and in fhe economic shphere. He will
also act as Counsellor to the Wer Committee of the Cabime t on
general matters concernlggjﬁhe provision of information, in

this respect, to the pecople of Canada and to the Goverrment
of the Uhited King dom. g

Mr. Brockington, who will assume his duties
at the beginning of the New Year, has been for many yecars
General Counsel to the Northwest Grain Dealers Assoclation.
His services have been made available to the government through
the generous action of the Board of Directors of the Associa-
tion in granting to Mr. Brockington leave of absence.

WL, M, ng Papera, Memoranda and Notes, 1933-1939
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PUBLIC ARCHIVES

ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES
CANADA




C1558%9
OFFICE OF THE PRIME Mnmgé e dy iﬁl

LMy A {fu.od//f-*f’ b 5" ,,;,__‘f;' F931

MEMORANDUM p 7 %
@1.44 & errtr RN 5B ts *

L - (A':d'_ CLPre
July 21st, 1939.

For the Prime Minister: (»

Attached are clippings relating
to the Globe and Mail's campaign to
provide, in Canada, a haven for British
children in the event of war,

Harold Dingman called this
morning to say that he had received
instructions from his paper to
interview the Prime Minister on the
subject. I said that Mr. King was
remaining out of town until next week,
and he asked whether the Prime Minister
would wish to make a statement, or

endorse the proposal.
Do)

A. D. P, H,

VW;L,M.!géng Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1933-1939

6. 26, J 4, volume 230, pages C155731-C156122)
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Declaration of a group of German
and Austrian Refugees, residing
in Toronto, forwarded by the
Canadian Committee on Refugees
and Victims of Political Perse-
cution. (12.9.39)

We, a group of refugees from Germany and
Austria, recently and happily domiciled in Canada,
knowing full well what Naziism signifies - a system
which first brought us, and now has plunged the whole
world, into tragic misery, would oppose it not only
in thought but also by arms.

No one more than we, can appreciate the
benefit of living in a country whose principles of
freedom and justice are the basis of our new existence,
and we pledge our service to the country which has so
generously given us sanctuary.

This battle today is not primarily directed
against the people of Germany, a great majority of
whom, to our knowledge, detest this Nazi-inspired war;
but 1s primarily directed against the unscrupulous and
ruthless use of force, personified in the German
Feuhrer.

In profound gratitude to the people and
government of Canada for what they have given to us,
we all o ffer our services to the Canadian Government in
this unprecedented battle to establish the rule of reason
and moral principle over irrationality and brute force.

We stand prepared, not only to make the neces-
sary sacrifices ourselves, but also to assist in organi-
zing all German and Austrian refugees throughout Canada
in accordance with whatever desires and instructions
the Canadian Government may indicate.

Wsb M, King Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1933-1939
IEWG. 28, J L4, volume 230, pages C155731-C156122)
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. OFFICE OF THE PR/ /MINISTER :
MEMORANDUM b JWP/PM t —

969439

For the Prime Minister
—_—— R s nloter

Re« ﬁfotection ageinst sabotage =
Pattullo Telegrem

Protection against sabotage is
being considered by a committee under
the Chairmenship of Mr. MacNeill, of
Justice, who reports to Council through
the Minister of Justice.

The Committee have made certain
recommendations to the government which
have not yet been approved. Mr. MacNeill
feels that, in the circumstances, an
acknowledgment should be sent along the
lines of the attached draft, leaving lir.
Lepointe to inform Mr. Pattullo of the
decision of the government as soon as
it has been reached.

A.D.P.Ho

W:E. M, King Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1933-}939
(ﬁ,(‘:. 26, J 4, volume 230, pages C155731-C156122)
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Exclusiv‘:mnection’ ; A
O R 4 FULL-RATE MESSAGE
/’ -l . P

WESTERN UNION SN T o ¥ : | e
TELEGRAPH CO. 32 N2 :
1A . IGHT MESSAGE

Cable Service 5 \t...f / NIGHT LETTER

to all the World X0 cA 4 PATRONS SHOULD MARK AN X OPPO-
SITE THE CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED:

Money Transferred OTHERWISE THE MESSAGE
5 WILL BE TRANSMITTED AS |
A FULL-RATE TELEGRAM

SED|

by Telegraph
D. E. GALLOWAY, Assistant Vice-President, Toronto, Ont.

RECEIVER'S NO. TIME FILED CHECK M- o5~ 3.6‘
e
1314
B e

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to ,0' 329
-1

Ottawa, September 9, 1939
Honourable T.D. Pattulle,

FPremier of British Columbisa,
Vietoria, B. C.

Minister of Justice will communicate with you
direot regarding problem of protection against sabotage

referred to in your telegram of yesterday.

W. L. Mackenzie King

Chg. Prime Minister's office
JuP/pu

Wb, M, King Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1933-1939
[(M/6, 26, J 4, volume 230, pages C155731-C156122)
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WEDNESDAY, %he 1llth day of October, 1939, :
K18 BXORLLEOY . '
THE GGVERNOR GEERAL DT COUNCTL <=

WIEGAS the Minlstey of Transport represents
that o part of the Welland River is used as the
intake and hesdrace to the Jueenston power plant
of The Hydro-Eleotric Power Commission of Ontario
which develops eleotrical encrpgy t0 the axtent of
approxinately 800,000 horse power; and

That it is deened sdvisable %o glose o
navigation for the duration of the war a portion
of the Wellend River, as alfording easy neans of
cormitting sabotage to the sald power plant;

HOW, THRARFORE His Exoellency the JSovernox
Ganaral in Counell, on the recommendation of the
Minister of Transport and under the proviaions

of the War Measures Act, is pleased to gmng aad
doth hereby grant suthoxrity for the cloalng

to navigation of that portion of the Welland River
whioh extends from the syphon culvert under the
welland Ship Cenal, at Welland, Ontario, %W the
Niagara River, sublect o exception in favour of
guch oraft as may be rPequired for malntenance and
repair of the seld portion of the Welland River
and of suoh ¢raft as nay be granted pernission by
the aAttormey Guueral of Ontario to navigate the
gald portion of the river.

71 'L'\//// 7// J )
//;[/,/ /// f;%/ )/ y ‘I/ /(// ‘;’,‘ )

Asat.@lerk of the Privy Councfl.

The Right Honourable
A the Prime Minlster.
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FOR THE PRIME MINISTER N‘!’M}

FOR COUNCIL: December 5th, 1939,

REMARKS: [I'rine 11ini st

CONSIDERED BY CouNciL: .D'(‘» A

ACTION TAKEN:

U.it:{'. (mi-/i;:i.-'gf "\lk‘c( (/g;, [(K 't: "w.‘i»*{,{,

Viists

O‘KH /S(:wtf':{)";édl"t endu (kg
/

DiSPOSED OF:

(/90,8 &)
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Hinutes of first meeting, held in
the Conference Room of the Departe
ment of Bxternal Affalrs, Thursday,
3JOth of November, 1939, at 10:30 a.nm.

Exesent:

Major J.0. Parmelee (Chairman), Dept. of Trade & Commerce.
br, 0.D, Skelton, Dept. of Extermal Affairs,
Colonel V,I, Smart, Dept. of Transport.

Mr, H.85. Hamer, Dept. of Agriculture,

Mr. L.¥. Pearsall, Dept, of Agrieulture.

¥r, P.E, Da Dapt. of Trade & Commerce.
Commander J.A. Heenan, Dept, of Hatiomal Defence,
¥r, AN, Merrisn, Dept. of National Revenue,.
¥r, H.L. Keenleyside, Dept, of External Alfairs,
¥r, N.A, Robertson, Dept. of ixternal Affairs,
Mr, M.,H, Wershof (Secretary), Dept, of External Affeirs,

b The Chairman,; in outlining the purposes for
which the Committee was established, said that the problem
of obtaining priority of cargo space for Canadlan
exporters 1s of the first importance., The Department of
Trade and Commerce has recelved many requests for help
from exporters unable to obtain cargo space. It has not
been possible to do much for them beyond writing to the
steamship companies and/or asking External Affeirs to
request the United Xingdom to release ships in individual

cases, This 12 not satisfectory.

2, The situation, as explained in the discussion,
is that almost all of the ships on which Canadian
exporters must rely are under the control of the United

Kingdom Hinistry of Shipping. The ships are of three typesi
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(a) Ships of British registry requisitioned by the
Ministry; (b) Reutral ships under time charter;
{¢) Priges,

3. It was explained that none of the existing
authorities in Canada has any control over the allocation
of space in these ships, The Transport Controller

(under the Department of Transport) has power %o control
the transport of goods from points in Canada %o the
docks; he also has power to control the space in

ships of Canadian registry; but he has nothing to do
with the allocation of space in the ships controlled

by the United Kingdom Ministry of Shipping. The Ship
Licensing Board (under the Department of Transport)
controls the movement of ships of Canadian registry only.
8ir Edward Beatty is the representative in Canada of the
United Kingdom Ministry of Shipping and advises the
Minlstry on many points connected with the organization
of convoys, but he has nothing to do with allogcation of

space,

4, It was the concensus of opinion that some
method must be worked out whereby -

(a) Bome person or body on the Canadian side should
continually learn the space needs of Canadian
exporters,

Some related person at Canada House in London
should present those needs to the Ministry of
Shipping and obtain from the MHinistry the
necessary space in:the ships under the Ministry's

gontrol,
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5o It was suggested that whatever person or
body is appointed on the Canadian side should keep in
touch with the Transpert Controller and, so far as it
might be nndotonrr. with the Ship Licensing Board and
8ir Bdwand Beatty,

6. it was suggested that the person or body
appointed on the Ceanadian side should be in and part of
or closely related to the Department of Trade and
Commerce.,

7o It was stated that it was not financlally
feasible to use Oreat lLakes ships for overseas trade,

8. It was stated that permission (from the United
States Maritime Commission) to have American ships
transferred to Canadian registry could not be arranged
quickly unless the transfer of reglstry was accompanied
by a transfer of ownership.

9. It was pointed out that most of the Canadian
goods exported to the United Kingdom are being sent to

the BEritish Government, The most serious space problem
arises, not in connection with those goods (except as they
interfers with other shipments), but in connection with
éxports to private concerns in the United Kingdom and
elsewhere, Where the goods are going direct to the
British Government, cargoe space 1s usually made available
by the UK, Ministry of Shipping. But there is &t present
no special inducement for the Ministry of Shipping to

worry about space for Canadian exports to M“‘”‘:mms
in the Uk« or about Canadian exports to Australia and

Wew Zealand.
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P.C. 2474 m

EMERGENCY SUB-COMMITTEES OF CCUNCIL

Buergency Council

Rt. Hon. W. L. Mackenzie King (Convener)

Rt. Hon. Ernest Lapointe Hon, J« Ls Ilsley
Hon. Ian Mackenzie Hon. R. Dandurand
Hon. T. A. Crerar

Supplies

Hon, P, J. A. Ceardin (Convener)

Hon. Ian Mackenzie Hon. Jd. Michaud
Hon., J« G. Gardiner Bon. Jd. MacKinnon

Legislation

Hon. Co G. Power (Convener)

Rt. Hon. Ernest Lapointe Hon. N. MeLarty
Hon. Norman Rogers Hon. P. A, Cardin

Public Information

Hon. N. A. Melarty (Convener)
Norman Rogers Hon. Gardiner
C. Gs Power Hon. Michaud
Finance
Hon. Je L. Ilsley (Convener)

D. Euler Hon. ( Howe
A, Crerar Hon. N MeLarty

Internal Security

Hon. Norman Rogers (Convener)

A. MacKinnon Hon. H.
A. Crerar Hon. C.

H~E;§:§§;ng Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1933-1939
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Certified to be a true copy of a Minute of a Meeting of the Committee
of the Privy Council, approved by His Excellency the Governor

General on the 30 th AUGUST 1939

The Committee of the Privy Council, on the
recommendation of the Right Honourable W, L. Mackenzie
King, the Prime Minister, advise that in order to pro-
vide, in the present emergency, for a proper distribu-
tion of work and an effective allocation of duties, the
following sub<Committees o Council be hereby constituted
for the specific purposes hereinafter set forth:

14 Emergency Council. (Committee on General Policy)

To consider all questions of general policy; to

receive reports from all other Committees; and,

generally speaking, to coordinate all operations
of Government.

Supplies.

To consern itself with the purchase of food supplies,
equipment, munitions, construction of buildings,
mobilization of industry, and to advise upon the
purchase of all supplies, whether for the Dominion
of Canada or for Great Britain or its allies, should
the Government of Canada be asked to undertake this
work, whether such purchases be made in Canada or in
the United States.,

Legislation.

To examine all Orders-in-Council passed under the
War Measures Aet, and to report same to Council, in
the same manner as Treasury Board reports all fi-
nancial transactions, and %o check on any lack of
coordination between Departments.

Publie Information.

Dealing with censorship, publicity, recruiting,
speakers, propaganda and keeping up the morale of
the people.

Finance.

Banks, moratoria, bond flotations, credits as
between Great Britain and Canada,

RW.E.M, King Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1933-1939
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Internal Security.

Commodity prices and cost of living, Provincial
relations, air raid precautions, labour disputes,
aliens, public safety and order.

The Cormittee, on the same recommendation, further
advise that the said sub-Committees of Council consist of
the following:

1, Emergency Gouncil.

The Rt. Hon, W, L, Mackenzie King, (Convener)
The Rt, Hon., Ernest Lapointe,

The Hon, J. L, Ilsley,

The Hon. Ian Mackenzie,

The Hon., R. Dandurand,

The Hon, T, A, Crerar,

Supplies.

The Hon, P, J, A, Cardin, (Convener)
The Hon., Ian Mackenzie,

The Hon, J, G, Gardiner,

The Hon, J, E., Michaud,

The Hon, J. A, MacKinnon,

Legislation.

The Hon, C, G. Power, (Convener)
The Rt, Hon, Ernest Lapointe,
The Hon, Norman Rogers,

The Hon, N, A, McLarty,

The Hon, P. J, A, Cardin,

Public Information,

The Hon, N, A, Melarty, (Convener)
The Hon, Norman Rogers,

The Hon, C. G, Power,

The Hon, J, G, Gardiner,

The Hon, J, E. Michaud.

Finance,

The Hon, Ilsley, (Convener)
The Hon, Euler,

The Hom, Crerar,

The Hon, Howe,

The Hon. MeLarty,

Internal Security

The Hon, Norman Rogers, (Convener)
The Hon, J, A, MacKinnon,

The Hon, T, A, Orerar,

The Hon, W, D, Euler,

The Hon, C, D. Howe,

Asst, Clerk of the Privy Council.

WL M, King Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1933-1939
‘(M,_G, 28, J L, volume 230, pages C155731-C156122)
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Intengible - gives information more effectivelyj
avoids establishing bureaucraey;
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Shipping and muum
These four maks up Comnittess concermed with Beonomis Defence.
Additionel sub-commiitoes ares

Internal security,
Lezislation,
Publie Information.

Query: Should there be a War Supplies Committes, or a
Pinance Committes, or are these functions now
adequately covered by War Supply Board, Foreign
Exchenge Control Board -(Ministers of Finance
and Defence)?
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Wil M,
(M.G. 26,
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&

¥ith regard ve war organization of Fublie
Information, there are two mein divisions:

(1) Information fastusl, (simple statement of facts, e,
(2) Propagenda or edusation. |

First for informetiom:
- central feature,
It assembles, co-ordinates and disseminates

(1) to the press,
(2) for use by Mimistry, Departments, eto,

it 1s supplied by information from different
Departuents of government and azencies related there
this information supplied by officers specifiecally goa ted
for that purpose.

Departments free to answer enquiries made by
press, of them direet, and % gzive out statements in
nature of press releases, but Central 0ffice should be
supplied with all such information given out, coples of
releases, etc,, %0 that same may be aveilable to all
papers,

Regarding propagands, educational, ete,

Folley with respect thereto should be somtrolled

Material classified under the following headings:

{pamphlets,
{1) the preas (8) writers (magasines,

press
(8) the radio "
(6) advertising
{(3) the cinema

(radio (7) finance
(4) speakers (platform
{club
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 Some person specially “ﬂiﬁ giving Bll
time needed to br together and present to Var
Comuittes, all wm regarding ma:;f differsnt
forms, etc., and

{2) to see that deeisions of Cebinet Committee
are recorded and duly carried outj

(3) to assist in preparing material for the
purpose, such person who might best be designated adviser
on mic relations, and should be associated with Publie
::huclq’ Officor in Prime Ministerts Office (Mr. W.J.

m : -

(Relationship with agencies concerned best effectsd
by someone specially designated by a ency itself for
continuous contast with Cabinet adviser on public relations,
for example, someone with full personal knowledge and
direet intersst, not part of a Buresu, e.g. ginems -

: ﬁm radio, the Namager or someons

kr, Brookington would be a good person for this
position, This official sould assist Prime Minister in
important communications, e.g. brosdcasts, addresses, etc.;
letters of congratulations, or letters of sympa arising
out of war, disasters, etc.; material for
ocoasions, This officlal would be en organiser of publicity.

information O0ffice under Hawbleton would deal
with the press from the point of miew of news only. This
o fieial would deal with press and public in all other
relations from the point of view of display, advertising,
etc,

There ig required in addition, connected with
the Informption Office rather than with the Cabinet, an
officer specially qualified to handle publicity re war
effort, skilled, for sxample, in preparing diagrems
writ descriptive material, ete.j to be responsible
for Information Office imcluding war effort, ete. in
different directiona, Above all, to oontroi finances and
t0 co-~grdinmate effort, preveant overlapping, etec. FEngage
clerical staff; expenses, etog to be responsible in
Parlisment for same.

Committee on Fubliec Imformetion under chairmanship
of Mimisgter,
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Avg. 28,1939.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRIME MINISTER. C155856

Lienvertod V)U'lc o CAvtharia R
I enclose a memorandum from Robertson

regarding some suggestions from the Mounted Police as

to suppression of what they call "subversive activities"

in the event of war. I entirely agroe‘;ith Roberggon

that these proposals are extraordinary. 1 am surprised
that the present Commissioner of the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police would put them forward.

In the event of war, I think it would be
essential to take every necessary action against
sabotage and treascnable actions on the part of in-
dividuals, but such blanket proposals as are suggested
here do not appear to be called for by the circumstances or
to be warranted by the experience of other democratic
countries.

I have been thinking, not suggesting,that ;n
the event o; war one statement that might be made at the
outséﬁw;y yoﬁréelf would be to emphasize on the one hand the
necessity of vigilant action in prevent;ng“sabotage and

v treasonable activities, and on the other care not to be
i stampeded into spy hysterlia or unwarranted persecution of

g Canadian citizens who happened to be of the race or language

3 of our opponents.
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I may add that we have had for some months

close and very satisfactory contacts with the

Royal Canadian Mounted Police on these questions

042,

of propaganda.
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MEMORANDUM FOR DR. SKELTON lllIIIIIIIIIII

Mr. J.F. MacNeill, of the Department of Justice, came to

see me this morning with a communication his Minister had received
from the Commissioner of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, asking
approval for the programme of suppressing subversive activities
whieh the Royal Canadian Mounted Police wish to put into force
immediately on the outbreak of war.

Mr. MacNeill did not leave a copy of the letter with me,
but, in short, it provided for the ;gpg@iqtg ou?lfw:y‘o;
(1) All German and Italian organizations which have been

direotly or indireectly identified with Nazi or Fasocist
propaganda in Canada.

(2) The Communist Party and all subsidiary and allied
organizations.

All foreign language political organizations of Fascist
or Communist affiliation or complexion, including
Hungarian, Croatian, Finnish and Ukrainian orgamnizations.
Among the Ukrainian organizations listed for outlawry

is the Ukrainian Nationalist Federation of which Kossar
is head.

The suppression of the English language Communist press
and all the Nazi, Fascist and Communist foreign language
press. In all some fifteen or sixteen papers were listed.

The seizure of all the assets of such organizations,
including those of the Ukrainian Farmer-Labourer organiza-
tion which is believed to have properties worth something
over a million dollars.

(6) Seizure of the records of all such organizations, includ-
ing those which might be found to be kept in Consular
- archives. On this point, the letter noted, the "con-
/ currence of the Department of External Affairs would have
{ to be secured®.

I told MacNeill that I was appalled by the programme

et R .
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C155899
contemplated, and that it involved a great deal of bitter inter-

:
‘national resentment and the prospect of endless labour troubles

throughout the industriel and mining areas as well as the
alienation of the sympathy and support of great blocks of
ﬁ)pinion which, if properly handled, could be led to support any
efforts the Government was making rather than to oppose them.

I thought the Police should concentrate on their plans for the
imnmediate arrest of persons suspected of treasonable activity,
andvthat they would be ill advised to destroy organizations about
which they now know a good deal and with whose personnel they
are familiar, It would drive them underground, which would
greatly increase Police problems in this country in war time.
¥ thought, further, that as regerds the whole question of the
status of the Communists, we should not take any precipitate
aotion, but should wait and see how they adapted themselves to
new 1ntornational alignments; that the wind had been taken out
of their sails by the events of recent days, and they had been
badly compromised by developments in the foreign policy of the
U.S.8.R, and that I would be surprised if the Police found them
abetting Nazi or Fascist activities in this country or very
actively prosecuting their own propagandist activities.
MacNeill said he fully shared my views. He felt his

Minister's position in dealing with Police recommendations of
this sort was very difficult. It would be strengthened if the

responsibility for approving or disapproving Police recommendations

e M, King Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1933-1939
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4§ ean
were shared with this Department, and helln{uii:;d 'l“fo‘il;o;’;:* i
would be :uz_l‘]f}'ing to be auoeiatod dirootly with the Departiment

of Justice in deciding questions of policy in respect of the
handling of subversive activities in war tim’?‘{ I said that,

in the circumstances, I thought you felt about these matters muech
the way I did, and that you would probably approve of our con-
tinuing, in war time, the contacts with the Police in this

sphere that we had built up in recent years, and in that case ”I“
would probably continue to be our Department's roproaantttito in
Interdepartiental discussions. He is going into the question
with Mr. Lapointe this afterncon, and we will probably hear

from him shortly.
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SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES.

I can quite understand that the change in the International
situation and the chain letter resolutions from various organizations
have increased pressure for action against Communist organizations as
such. At the same time the speech by the Attorney General of
Ontario yesterday makes ¢lear the spirit in which any additional
powers would be exercised by at least one Provincial authority.

If it were concluded that some further action should be taken

it might be suggested -

1. that any more repressive action taken in this direction
should be balanced by possible revision of some of our
present Regulations, if examinatlon of the United Kingdom

rev151ons gave reasonable ground for such action.
m(another telegram has been sent to Massey asking him
when copies of the Defence of the Realm Regulations
as revised following House of Commons discussions in

England were mailed).

that care should be taken to avoid use of general language
which is as likely to be used agalnst the C.C.F. or any

other radical or liberal organization as against a

WiB. M, King Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1933-1939
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Communist organization. (&x is essential to bear in

mind the vital distinction between the situation in

the United Kingdom and in Canada. In the United

Kingdom the Government which drafts the regulations

has the responsibility for deciding how and how far.tgggly
} In Canada, that discretion rests largely with the

Provincial authorities:)

Gonsideration should be given to the possibility of
banning any organization by name rather than by
principles, though it is recognized that in some measure
the consequences can be evaded by adoption of a new

name .

Nothing should be done that would prohibit ceriticism
of & war policy, whether the policy of the British

Government or of the Canadian Government, or the

" right to differ with the majority. Sedition is one
thing, crltlclsm is entlrely another!nhk good many
people in Canada are prone to tnlnk that anyone who
differs from their mere—o»-Llesse convictions or prejudices

should be suppressed. The real ground for dealing

w1th Communlst or Nazi sympathlzers, individually or as

A e e

an organization, should be that they are acting not

PR

as Canadians but as tools of foreign and unfriendly
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governmehts. That should be the broadmimied” distinction;
PRI :
prosecute anyone guilty of espionage, sabotage or

similar action, but suppress the propaganda or criticism

only of those who can be shown to be acting as agents

W

of alien governments.
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On June 15th & letter in the following form was sent
to geveral companies which have been large exporters of
war materials to Japan, Oermany, or Italys

“Mhe question of the expert from Carsda of materials

importent ia the menmafectare of armaments and mmnie

tions 18 one that has beon receiving the sttention
of the Canadian Jovernment for some time.

“I am informed that your has been a sube
stantiel ahipper Of evesvees TP pp—

o mmua to engaive confidentislly whetber
your eompany expects s continnance of such orders
and has been ﬁm&w eo continue such shipments
- on @ substantisl soale.”
Fellowing are summaries of the replisa, At the head
of sech suwmnery 1 the nmme of the Company, the materials
in guestien, and the countries involveds,

Asbestos Corporation Limited}
asbestos to Japan, Cormany, and Italye

"our Company has been a substantial dhipper of as«
bestos to Japan, Cermany and 1taly, shipments te
the first tw being the most mpox'ga Ye have
not shipped as maoh in the firet five mth: of
this year as laat ye due, we think, in large
measure to the difruuitiu of these countries in
obtaining Canadian funis which we are now demand-
ing from all threes Ve have actual commitments
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On June 15th 2 Jetter in the fellowing form was sent
to several companies which have Deen large exporters of
war matorials to Japan, Cermany, or ltaly:

"The question of the export from Carada of materials

important in the manuffecture of arsemonts and munie

tions 18 one that has beon regeiving the stteation
of the Camadian Oovernment for some time,

"I am informed that your Company hes been a sube
stantial ahipper Of esevesn B0 ssnsecven

bt | n mmm to ongidre ecornfidentially whether
aa nas-Soon Manairg. o Gomiimae St ERAPRORS
- on & substant uﬁtﬁs
Following are sumnaries of the repliss, At the head
of esch sumnery is the nmme of the Company, the materials
in guestien, and the countries involved,

Asbestos Corporetion Limited}
asbestos to Japan, Cermany, and Italye

"our Company has been & substantial ahipper of as~
bestos to Japan, “ermany and ltaly, shipmenta to
the first two belng the most lmportants Ye have
not shipped as mueh in the fn'cc five months of
this year as lsat year w think, ia
measure to the dirrimitiu of these countries in
obteining Cenadian funds which we are now demand-
ing from all thres, Ve bhave actual comsitments
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3.7 mm m Mltm Qo-. Limited;

Dnﬂ.nga firet five monthe of 1930, we pro-
o T long tons of sines During the sam

anM ummm and
to Germany 40 tons. tornt

dapan has alveys asked us for m gine
wo wore willing to sell them, snd udomtm
anticipate selling to them at any higher rete
than we bave in the past,"”

The Consolidated Mining and Smelting Coe
of Cansde Linited)

“dapan
Shipments of sine have been sbout the mmme as in

1088, Shipments of lead have been much greater
than in 1638,

"he Company has no commitments except for 2800
tons of lead and 3500 tons of sine in Julye
fowever, the company's Japan agents are urging
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the company to tale on additional tonnage for
July shipment,

Ataly
™he eny bas done very little bLusiness with
m, 4id malke some ts of lead in

Hay. The cozpany o
contingance of crders.

~Qezasny
The company has not shi sine Gormany

poed to
recently but 414 ship lead in Aprils A con~
timance of orders is not

Consolideted Mining, Smelting
ard Power Conperys iteds

copoer to Jepan

"ihe company's entire cutput of copper concen~
trates 1s sold to Eitsal and Hitsublsbhbi under &
contract which does not expire umtil July 19, 1940.

*me sontract ves made in 1937 The redustion
in merlketing cost resdting from the contreact wes
one of the principsl factors contributing to the
reopening of the mine in 1957,

“The loss of the present merket would be wvery
serious, as the tarif{ prevents selling to the
nited States.

The compeny haes been a substantlal shipper to
Japan for meny years. Shipments during 1938

1 vOLes 3 ! ‘;:)§§~ ! 4 3‘;}
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were mach heavier then ususl and it is expected
t 195¢ shipments will be a 1it
ts

tle more

than
"In 1938 t