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September 13, 1932.

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G.,K.C.B., 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor,
McGill University,
Montreal, P. Q.

Plans for Gymnasium BuildingDear Sir Arthur; Re;
Our small committee has been at work developing 

the data on which the plans will be based for the Gymnasium 
Building and proposed rink,
selected from among those which will have been submitted in the 
competition for architects* plans.

As you know, these plans will be

In its work, the committee finds that very 
important consideration has to be taken of the policy of the 
University in certain matters, and therefore I have been asked 
to write placing the following questions before you.

Is it correct to assume that the policy of the 
Board of Governors, in regard to the growth of 
the University, will be as described in Mr, Beatty's 
speech at the Graduates' Reunion, ("The McGill News," 
December 1931, p, 41); or what is the opinion of the 
Board of Governors as to the future development of the 
University? Will it be the policy to limit the number 
of the student body to its present size with improvement 
in the quality of students; or will it be the policy to 
develop the graduate faculty with the resulting increase 
in the number of students?

1.

What is the University policy regarding the future 
centre of social activities of the student body, 
having in mind the discussions which have taken 
place regarding the possible combination of the 
Union and Strathcona Hall in a new location?

2.

Will the new Neurological Institute Building as at 
present planned, interfere with the completion of the 
Stadium bowl?

3.
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It can readily be seen that the plans for 
the Gymnasium Building will have to take care of definite 
information on the above points, and we would very much 
appreciate it if you can aid us with this information.I-

Faithfully yours,

Executive Secretary,
SI
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September 15, 1932»

Gordon Classeo, Esq«, 
Executive Secretary, 
I'll© Gaaduates* Society 
of McGill University»

Dear Hr. Glassco,
I havo your letter of September 13th, in which you 

discuss briefly how university policy mey affect plans for . 
the Gymnasium. By the way, I am glad to toll you that we 
have received this morning official confirmation from the 
City Hall that the City has deeded the strip of land from 
Pine Avenue along the road which runs up towards the new 
Fire Hall,

While we are grateful for their oonsideration of 
our plea, there lea alight fly in the ointment, namely 
that the taxes on this bit of property are likely to be 
quit© excessive owing to its extended frontage- I suppose 
the new road running up to the Fire Hall will be paved, and 
our share of that will likely run to a good round figure.

I think you may take it as correct to assume that 
the policy of the Board of Governors in regard to the 
growth of the University is as outlined in Mr» BeatiyTs 
address to the Graduates at the Reunion Dinner last year.
As I have so often stated, in Annual Reports and in public 
utterances, it la not our policy to aim to attract a large 
number of students. I am quite ready and willing to believe 
that the attendance at the Universities of Montreal and 
Toronto and at the universities of the four Western Provinces 
will in time always be in excess of ours. I need not here 
enter into the reasons far these views,
tlnue our policy of limiting the number of the student body. 
You know that we are forced to do this already in Medicine 
and in Arts and Science, 
us to take care of a larger number of students in Engineering 
than at present attend, while we could take probably three 
times the number In dentistry, and certainly some more in 
Law.

But we shall con­

vie have facilities which enable

Our Graduate Faculty will continue to grow.
I believe that in planning the Gymnasium, the graduates 

would be wise to provide for a student body of between four
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It is now, roughly, 3000, and I think theand five thousand.
Schools of Law, Engineering, Dentistry, will in time attract 
more students than are here at present, whereas our Graduate 
School is bound to grow in numbers.

Your second question, asking what is the University 
policy regarding the future centre of social activities of 
the student body, may be answered by saying that I think we 
may assume that this centre will be wherever the Gymnasium is. 
There would bo no objection on the part of the Board of Gover­
nors to selling the Union, if the facilities it now provides 
are taken care of elsewhere, and if a good price could be 
obtained.

In reply to your third question, the Neurological 
Building as at present planned will not interfere with the 
completion of the Stadium Bowl.

S
A Ere* yours faithfully,

I

Principal
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Publishers of “The McGill News"

Mr. Glas^co. 

Col. Bovey

September 17, 1932.
please note and return.

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G.,K.C.B 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor,
McGill University,
Montreal, P. Q.

• »

Dear Sir Arthur:

I wish to thank you for your letter 
of September 15th, giving us information which will be of 
value to the committee undertaking the planning of the new 
Gymnasium Building.

We are very much elated over the 
successful result of the negotiations with the City of 
Montreal, and are delighted to hear that you have received 
their assurance that the property asked for is being ceded 
to the University.

In regard to the question of taxes 
which you raise in your second paragraph, it seems to me that 
the University will not be involved in any more taxes on 
account of this new piece of land, than the University would 
have had to pay against the present property. In fact, the 
taxes will be a little less. The reason for this is that the 
road along the eastern part of the property running up to the 
central fire alarm station, would run contiguously to our 
property, and the paving improvement taxes will be levied 
against our property whether the road were built along the 
present property line, or along the newly proposed one; and 
as the newly proposed line being a straight one, will be 
shorter than the property line consisting of two sides at an 
angle, the frontage will be somewhat less with consequent 
diminution in the taxes. Also the thirty foot frontage which 
we are given on Pine Avenue has already been paved and otherwise 
improved, and the taxes against this frontage have already been 
allotted.

We are pleased to hear that the Neurological 
Building will be planned so as not to interfere with the completion 
and full use of the stadium bowl.

Again thanking you for the information given
in your letter.

Faithfully yqsrs,

gbg/i Executive' Secretary.

tërabuates’ Éboctetp of i$lc#tU Embtrstfp

Telephones : MA 2664 and MA 9181 • Local 15Executive Office : McGill University, Montreal
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Professor ITobbs and the Gymnasium

B
i. Before the war a committee was appointed, to confer with him 

prepared plans INon his nothing done. fà

2. After the war, or in June 1919, Vaughan said in letter

"The University is under contract to Professor ITobbs 
to employ him as architect for the gymnasium."

Later in the same month

"With regard to the gymnasium the University must con­
sider itself as under contract to Professor ITobhs" to employ 
him as architect for the building."

J1600 ha^been paid on account and balance of obligation 
§1900. . r
and Hyde as follows : -

se ttled for
In June 1919 Mr. G-l as sc o , on instructions, wrote to ITobbs

"I beg to enclose copy of a letter which I have 
received from Mr. aughan dealing with the position of 
ailairs between your firm and the University with respect 
to services rendered in connection with the proposed 
gymnasium, dormitories and convocation hall, 
like to have a written confirmation of the verbal 
acceptance by you mentioned in Mr. Vaughan's letter.

"It was agreed at a meeting of the Finance Committee 
of the Governors, held today, that on receipt of such 
acceptance your firm should be paid §1,900 on account 
of work done on plans of the proposed g mnasium; 
sum, together with the §1600 already paid on this account, 
to be deducted from the regular fees which will become 
due at the time this v/ork is proceeded with. "

I would

this

Letter acknowledged.

3 . For twenty years it has been understood by ITobbs and 
acknowledged by Governors that he would be architect when gymnasium 
erected, 
as a contract.

It has been more than an understanding. It was regarded

4. ITobbs has been Professor of Design for twenty-seven years ,
I believe he has not been overpaid same now as when first engaged, 

paid.

5. If contract broken owner must compensate architect for his 
services, his costs up to date, and any damages he may feel he 
suffered in the matter of créait and reputation. If we break the

:
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contract, U0bbs has in my opinion ample grounds for damages. 
an honoured place among architects, he is our own professof of design 
and for twenty years has counted on this work.

He has

6. How a proposal comes from the Graduates S ociety to University 
to supply, free of any charge on university funds, gymnasium, complete 
with swimming tank, skating rink, which would do for convocation hall, 
possibly a solarium, armory, etc.,to be built on university property, 
nothing has been said of maintenance charges. 
satisfactory to Governors, plans to be passed by them etc.

The building to be

• ijisâ 7. The graduates wish that preparation of plans be thrown open 
to competition among McGill graduates and Hobbs,

a) Because in their opinion campaign more likely to 
succeed as any cause of criticism would be removed.

b) Because they believe more likely to get better plans.

c) They add that they think Hobbs- should agree, especially 
as twice has he been remunerated for plans not proceeded 
with.

I#

I

É
They say the feeling is very strong, and they believe the fact that 
the proposed gymnasium being a gift to University, frees the 
Governors from any obligation to Hobbs, 
condition of the gift.

A suggestion has been made that Hobba be made associate archi- 
Hobbs thinks this a waste and likely to lead to friction, 

agree.

I am enthusiastically hopeful that the graduates will build 
Unless they do I have little expectation that 

will be built in the next ten years, in view of present needs of 
tne University of which a gymnasium is one of the most outstanding. 
Unless this proposal is accepted I am afraid the graduates will 
not proceed with the project.
to attach conditions to gifts. Unless we agree we give the 
graduates the chance of saying that they offered a large and valuable 
gij.t which was refused because of pernickety conditions 
enthusiasm will be forever dampened.
feeling will be engendered and the repercussions may last a long 
t irne.

They practically make it a
• ;

;:1
8.
tec t.
I am inclined to

9.
the gymnasium. one

i'S:- We more often than not allow donors

i;- lu

Bl­ and their 
There is no doubt much ill

HU:

10.
side.
United B ta tes in the matter of war debts and reparations, 
wnat is the good of moral and legal rights if war debts and repara­
tions cannot be paid. What is the good of Professor Hobbs’ legal 
and moral rights if the gymnasium is not likely to be built and it 
is not likely to be built for many years to come if we cannot come 
to terms with the graduates now? 
very very badly.

..obbs contends that legal rights and moral rights are on his 
1 suppose moral and legal rights are on the side of the

But

And we do need the gymnasium

‘dA



11.
the Gradua tes

It seems to me that we should have no grounds to discourage 
Society if they came to us as they do, and said "We 

are going to make a sincere try to raise enough money among the gradu- 
ates of McGill University to build a gymnasium of size, dimensions , 
iacilities, equipment, quality, suitable to the needs and require­
ments of île Gill University and acceptable to the Board 
We ask you to say you will provide the 
ov/ned grounds on Pine Avenue.

of Governors.
necessary area of university 

We propose, in the matter of pre­
parations of plans, to throw it open to all graduates of McGill 
School of Architecture and Mr. Hobbs. " 
unde r Would we be justified 

all not
and r. Hobbs on y as your archi- 

xi so would ire lay ourselves open to the charge that no 
contract with McGill University can be regarded as sacrad? 
would such action on

in aying v/e 
Mr . such ayou

tec t?
How

our part be regarded by others not graduates ? 
i-r* :Tobl:,s sa^s he would be forced, for the sake of his reputation, 
to resign his chair as professor of architecture and to enter suit 
against the University for damages to his credit and reputation. 
Would others make it an excuse for not subscribing when we next appeal for funds, and would those graduates not successful in 
competition turn and rend usY
particularly careful to see that an absolutely impartial authority 
shouid judge the competition and who v/ould pay the arbitrators?

It seems to me we should be

12. The architects for the neurological Institute?

i.:r. John Hoss, Hr, Paul Sise and my self have constituted 
your committee to consult with representatives of the Graduates’ 
Society. It is not an easy job. I would like an expression
oi opinion and perhaps v/e should have others on the committee.
The Chancellor might be good enough to serve and perhaps Mr. 
Southam.

April 4, 1932.
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X
From

The Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 

McGill University,

Montreal.m

Principal and Vice-Chancellor:
Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. July 22, 1931.

MEMORANDUM RE LETTER JULY 13, 1931, PROM THE 
SECRETARY OF THE BOARD OP TRUSTEES, MCGILL UNIVERSITY 
GRADUATES* ENDOWMENT FUND, ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY OF 

THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF MCGILL UNIVERSITY.1

This letter very definitely asks the Board of Governors 
Graduates Endowment Fund Committee In an

to cooperate with the 
Special Campaign for a Gymnasium.;

This Is a matter which requires very serious considera­
tion. In the first place, I do not suppose that there Is ay 
material facility more required at McGill than a **
have never had one, and have been forced to carry lndoor

by using such accommodation as we could borrow,

?

activities

TheSuch arrangements, of course, have never been satisfactoiy• 
erection of a gymnasium would enable us to concentrate all these
activities under one roof, thereby the’

weUîook ll? our^epartment of Physical Education as being com­
plementary o the academic work carried on in class rooms a 
libraries. We believe that sound educational practlce* 
theory condemn the divorce of physical exercise and supervis 
of health from the training of the mind. The old adage or a 
sound mind in a sound body has stood the test of centuries.

I

For that reason, the School of Physical Education is 
entirely different category from the School for Social

The Department ofin an
Service and the School for Graduate Nurses.
Physical Education has charge of the Medical Examination and

It endeavours to 
It endeavours to provide

medical care of the entire student body.
Inculcate healthful habits of life, 
adequate opportunity and facilities for participation in physical 
exercise. It also engages in remedial work, and seeks to
apply those measures which benefit or cure the medically unfit.
We have few playgrounds at McGill, and there are few open spaces 
in the vicinity of the University. Students are therefore prone
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2.

either to remain in their living quarters, or to frequent altogether 
too freely the dancing saloons ef the different hotels and clubs.
It is true that students are generally finished with lectures not 
later than two o*clock in the afternoon. Many of them then leave 
the precincts of the University, not to return until the next morn­
ing. Others, of course, are engaged in laboratories during the 
afternoon, and emerge only after dark. Had we a Gymnasium, 
there would be a magnet to draw the general student body back to 
the University precincts. There they could indulge in many forms 
of healthful exercise, with great benefit to their physical health, 
and to the development of a greater university spirit.

At this juncture I would like to say a good word for our 
Department of Physical Education. Its organization, its hard-working 
staff, its high tone, and its attitude towards correct principles 
and good sportsmanship is outstanding. It is Interesting to know 
that the University of Pennsylvania, as a result of a recent survey 
and reorganization under its new President, Hr. Gates, has organized 
its athletic activities and Physical Education Department on the 
lines that have been inforce for some years at our University.

I am profoundly of the opinion that a Gymnasium is one 
of the most necessary institutions of a physical character at this 
University.

S'3
.;5§

.

, '

Ï*,:»

There remains the propriety of a separate campaign for a 
Gymnasium. With any evidence of a revival of business prosperity, 
it would, I believe, not be difficult to raise the necessary funds; 
but It must be appreciated that this would skim the cream from a 
general appeal for funds for the University.

We have on hand, earmarked for a Gymnasium, the sum of 
$ 90,000 . It would take probably another $ 700,000
to build a Gymnasium, and the capital sum necessary to provide 
for maintenance would be $ 800,000 . This totals to about
$1,500,000 . If the graduates would raise this amount from
graduates only. there could be little objection, but if they intend 
to institute a general canvass of the City, I believe the result 
would be most detrimental to the success of the General Campaign 
which we must hold just as soon as conditions permit.
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Telephones: MA 2664 and MA 9181 - Local 15Executive Office : McGill University, Montreal
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(Ürabuates’ ibotietp of i$lc<§tU Unto erst tp
Publishers of "The McGill News"

August 28, 1931.

BOARD OP TRUSTEES OF THE ENDOWMENT FOND, 
EXECUTIVE OF THE ENDOWMENT FOND COMMITTEE, 
COMMITTEE FROM THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS ,

CONFERENCE OF THE ABOVE COMMITTEES

Dear Sir*

The Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Endowment 
Fund has requested that you attend a conference of the above committees 
which will take place In the office of Mr. Charles F. Sise,
Beaver Hall Building, at 2.30 p. m. on THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 10th.

A meeting of these three committees was called to 
take place on August 20th, but it had to be postponed at that time.
The postponed meeting Is now being called for the same purpose, 
that is, to enable the committee appointed by the Board of Governors, 
consisting of Sir Arthur Currie, John W. Ross, Esq.,LL.D., and 
Paul F. Sise, Esq., to discuss with the Board of Trustees of the 
Endowment Fond the question of holding a campaign for the gymnasium, 
conducted by the Graduates' Society!

It is earnestly hoped that you will be present 
to discuss this important question.

Revisit

Old
McGill

Faithfully yours,

o

GJW Executive Secretary

REUNION OF McGILL ALUMNI

OCTOBER 14, 15, 16, 17,-1931



He n<> * think it necessary to have a stone 
oulluiag if tho alto we ye located f&cln-T pine Avenue in 
Macdonald Park»

With the eum of $ already earmarked
for gymnasium purposes , and the sum of available
from the sale of property given by Lord strathcona for C.O.T.C. 
purposes, it would mean that nearly $1,000,000 would have to 
uo y&isiiiu©

Sir Arthur Currie said that he rejoiced to be 
present at a meeting where representatives from the Board 
of Governors and from the Graduates*Society sat together to 
consider a project of suoh vital importance as the provision 
of a university gymnasium. He felt that of all the physical 
requirements of HoGill none was more urgent than a gymnasium, 
which would not only increase the facilities for the bodily 
development of the students and the care of their health, but 
would prove to be a centre of student life and so assist in 
the development of a more general university spirit, 
pointed out that at present, after the students left the 
university precincts at the close of lectures, there was 
nothing to draw them back until the lectures began the 
next day.

He

when
^rthur said that/the erection of a gymnasium 

vas last considered on the Sherbrooke street site, the estimates 
were high, somewhere in the neighborhood of $700,000 or $750.000. 
buch a building, of course, involved construction in stone, and 
it also was designed to provide accommodation for 100 students. 
tlJl1* thaî aay gymnasium erected should be complote in all 
respects and should include a swimming pool and quarters for 
t.iO C.Q.T.Q. He estimated that the cost of a gymnasium and 
equipment, together with an endowment for maintenance, would 
be in the neighborhood of $1,200,000.
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Zz MINUTES OF CONFERENCE MEETINGr

F . SEPT. 14, 1931

W
MINUTES OF A CONFERENCE between the Board of Trustees of the Endow­
ment Fund and a Committee from the Board of Governors, with members 
of the Executive of the Endowment Fund Committee and the President 
of the Graduates
C. F. Sise, Beaver Hall Building, at 2.30 p.m

Society also present, held at the office of Mr.
September 14th, 1931.• *

Those present were:- iDr. C. F. Martin 
Mr. C. F. Sise

G, H. A. Montgomery ) 
John W« Ross 
Walter Mol son

) from the Board of 
Trustees

)
)

j

) from the Board of 
) Governors

Sir A. W. Currie 
Mr. Paul F. Sise 

John W. Ross )

) from the Endowment 
) Fund Committee Executive

Mr. A. S. Neilson 
C. F. Sise 
Walter Mol son 

Dr. J, C. Meakins
)
)

Mr. H. M. Jaquays, President, Graduates' Society

G. B. Glassco, Secretary.

Dr. C. F. Martin, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the En-
He outlined briefly the difficul-dowment Fund, was in the Chair, 

ties encountered by the collectors for the Graduates' Endowment Fund 
because of the lack of a suitable objective, and explained to the 
meeting that the unanimous opinion of the Endowment Fund Committee 
was in favour of making a gymnasium the ultimate plea for subscrip­
tions from the graduates.

At a previous meeting of the Endowment Fund Committee, the hope 
had been expressed that the interests of the Graduates' Society 
might be enlisted towards this end, but that before any steps were 
taken the advice of the Principal and Governors of the University 
should be sought as to the feasibility of such a plan.

Letters were then read from the Secretary of the Graduates' So­
ciety to the Board of Governors and their reply concerning this mat­
ter, from which it was gathered that the Governors had expressed a 
desire that some of their members meet the Committee to discuss the 
matter in more detail, and it was for that reason Sir Arthur Currie, 
Mr. Sise and Mr. Ross were present.
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2.

Sir Arthur Currie, in opening the discussion, said that he re­
joiced to be present at a meeting where representatives from the 
Board of Governors and from the Graduates’ Society sat together to 
consider a project of such vital importance as the provision of a 
university gymnasium. He felt that of all the physical requirements 
of McGill none was more urgent than a gymnasium, which would not only 
increase the facilities for the bodily development of the students 
and the care of their health, but would prove to be a centre of stu­
dent life and so assist in the development of more general university 
spirit. He pointed out that at present, after the students left the 
university precincts at the close of lectures, there was nothing to 
draw them back until the lectures began the next day.

Sir Arthur said that when the erection of a gymnasium was last 
considered on the Sherbrooke Street site, the estimates were high, 
somewhere in the neighborhood of $700,000 or $750,000. Such a build­
ing, of course, involved construction in stone, and it also was design­
ed to provide dormitory accommodation for 100 students. 
any gymnasium erected should be complete in all respects and should 
include a swimming pool and quarters for the C.O.T.C. 
that the cost of a gymnasium and equipment, together with an endowment 
for maintenance, would be in the neighborhood of $1,200,000.

He felt that

He estimated

With the sum of $100,000 available from the sale of the property
it would mean that near­given by Lord Strathcona for C.O.T.C. purposes, 

ly $1,100,000 would have to be raised.

Sir Arthur did not think it necessary to have a stone building if 
the site were located facing Pine Avenue in Macdonald Park.

The fact that the graduates b£ d given over a $1,000,000 in the 
1920 Centennial Campaign encouraged him to believe that they would give 
as much now, if a definite proposal like this were made, and he was.

that the Board of Governors would be favourable to the suggestion 
that the Graduates' Society make the attempt. 
ion that they should confine their appeal, at least for a time, to 
graduates only: by confining the collection to graduates it would not 
be so likely to "muddy the stream" for a General Campaign for funds for 
the university to be conducted in the near future.

sure
He gave it as his opin-

Mr. John W. Boss expressed his appreciation of the need of the 
University for a gymnasium, recounting briefly the history of other

of which had material-plans made in the past for this purpose, none 
ized. He hinted at the possibility of including dormitories in such 
a plan in order that the Douglas Fund of $200,000 might be thus util-

likewise referred to the sum of $60,000 left
and this sum, too,

1
ized for the scheme. He 
by Lord Strathcona for the erection of an armoury, 
might be reasonably appropriated to this project.

Mr. Walter Molson, in discussing the question of a stone building, 
estimated the extra cost thereof at $85,000.

In further discussion of the subject, Sir Arthur suggested that 
in view of the extension to the Royal Victoria College, there would 
be no necessity for including quarters for women in any new gymnasium, 
and that this might be cared for in the Royal Victoria College itse .
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3.
It was his view that any new gymnasium should he prepared to house the De­
partment of Physical Education, and be provided with space for the acti­
vities of the C.O.T.C.

Some discussion followed with respect to the estimates given in. 
previous statements as to the cost of a gymnasium, and it was the opin 
ion of some of the members present that such a building could be erect­
ed for much less than it had been originally stated.

In connection with this, Sir Arthur referred to an understanding 
which, he was under the impress ion, existed between the University and 
Messrs. Nobbs & Hyde, by which a certain obligation.existed.on the part 
of the University to appoint that firm as the official architects. He 
suggested that any figures on the cost of the gymnasium might be obtained 
from the Secretary of the University.

Mr. Jaquays, President of the Graduates’ Society,.was then called 
upon and expressed his opinion that the Graduates’ Society would wel 
come this opportunity of doing service to the University, and.that the 
undertaking would be of inestimable benefit not only in bringing the 
students closer together, but adding still more friends to.the Univer- 

promised to bring the matter before the Society.just as soon 
as a definite decision had been arrived at. He felt confident that 
the actual sum could be obtained from the graduates. He approved.o 
restricting the collections to them, in order that the building migh

gift to the University from the graduates. The ultimate sum
erect and equip the building* but to

order that it might not be an addi— 
Ho collections should be 

thoroughly ventilated and the 
believed, would take at least

On further

sity. He

stand as a
should be sufficient, not only to 
supply some fund for an endowment, in 
tional burden of expense to the University, 
undertaken, however, until the scheme was 
plans carefully considered, and this, he
six months before any definite campaign could be initiated, 
discussion of the matter, he introduced the subjec o a oc r.

well as that of a new building for a Union, sugg-
Sir Arthur, in answerfor the University, as

to^a^question^o^thisnmatter^'expre^sed^the*3opinion that the University 
was free to sell the Union, and that he believed in the concentration 
of social and athletic activities as much as possible.

In reply to a question of Mr. Walter Molson's.in respect to the 
Strathcona Hall, it was stated that any consideration of the sale of 
that building had been informal, and that no definite agreement a een 
arrived at with the University.

Mr. C. P. Sise was of the opinion that the Gradua tes' Society 
should handle the project, and that they should be consulted as to . e 
kind of building required, its location and cost, and that a full sized 
swinming pool should be included in the building. He approved of Fine 
Avenue as a site, and that its juxtaposition to the Stadium would be an

He further suggested that Messrs, Nobbs & Hyde shouldeconomic policy, 
reconsider their plans with a view to reducing the cost.

A letter from Mr. Francis MacLennan was read questioning the feasi­
bility of having a campaign at the present juncture.

to v/hether the Committee of the BoardIn answer to a question as

■■HI
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That this committee should deal through the Secretary of 
the University in obtaining any architects' plans.

6. That the Committee should be asked to ascertain if the 
University is committed to dealing with the firm of Nobbs 
& Hyde» should the erection of a gymnasium be undertaken.

4. That for this purpose the Graduates' Society should be 
asked to form a committee on which there should be re­
presentation from the Board of Governors, such committee 
to obtain all the information as to (a) the cost of the 
erection of a building; (b) the sums of money already on 
hand which could be used towards it; & (c) to present a 
definite proposition.

3. That it should be conducted in such a way as not to 
interfere with any general campaign for funds for the 
University,

2. That the collections should be confined to graduates.

1. The Graduates’ Society be asked to enter on a campaign 
to collect a sum of money for the purpose of erecting 
a gymnasium.

That this meeting approves of the following suggestions

Dr. Martin then, in closing the meeting, summarized the results 
of the meeting, to which those present gave their assent. -

4.

oV Governors were giving the approval of that Board to the scheme, Sir 
Arthur explained that his Committee was not specifically charged to 
give a final decision, but that it might be taken for granted that the 
Board of Governors would give their sanction. In this Mr. John W. Ross 
concurred, insisting, however, that the scheme should not be proceeded 
with on the basis of a general campaign.

Mr. Paul Sise emphasized the need of collecting a sum sufficiently 
large so that the University should not be burdened with the expense 
of maintenance.

t
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(b) Gym as single "building. f c) Dept. Physical iûocation. 
McGill’s requirements. Dr. Douglas’ gift.
1. Provide for 150 students.cost of construction and inistration 
3. Common requirements, lavatories, smoking and common rooms,

Lmi hi strati on offio< , j-
After war. Intensified problem of Physical Activities, many reuses 
affected many interests and direct relation to all departments.
1. Operation of Athletics mainly under Students’ Council Comptroller.
2. Graduates’ Stadium Committees became active.
3. Football coach permanent and to add hockey, boxing and wrestlin'",

'

4. C.O.T. G. Mc U11, desired remanent instructor.
5. Corporation’s Standing Committee on Athletics.
G. Compulsory physical trainin’- for 1,2,3, students, no credits or 

penalties.
7. Governors re-appointing Physical and edical Directors.
8. School of Physical Education associated but not definitely

Lremehts for ?.. 

for extensions.
Ten problems felated to eaoh other, to University and affiliated 
Societies.
Department Physical education formed, composed of representatives.
Dr. Lamb to give details of operation and requirements.

■2.7. C.

10.
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MCGILL UNIVERSITY>

Memorandum re site of Ne- Gynnasium and Dormitory Building

MACDONALD PA:• Purpose and Plans

Dormitories, Dining Halls, Stadium, Gymnasium, Bath, Arena.
unified plan. Subject to change. Cost 3/10 million.Wisdom on

STADIUM; Most spectacular, raduates keenly interested, guaranteed cost.

GYMNASIUM:
M.A.A.Building. Gift of J.l. '.Boss. Planned to include Track and 
Visitira- teams and hockey dressing rooms, indoor playing field, 
Bath, Gymna tie ">reservin^ archlt
view.

DRILL HALL ;
G truth cone,’ a gift and nego;t: with Government.

COMBINED BUILDING :
More than double funds - appropriation Campaign Panels.

N"v" PROBLEM:
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Sew problems bast solved b;z Oameus site.
(a) 2>.V.
ft) Campus centre for many years.

.

Cuite evident an auxiliary gym required.Cost inconvenient.

COÏTSIDER 'flON 00 :1ACQ0!U1D PI HI CITS

1. necessity of Stadium facilities unquestioned, hot essential and 
possibly' not desirable in tymn&sium build in ■', location too far,

locker, Ice of pool.

2. Present centre of student life.
IO75 students using Stadium for 2 months. As many usin'" Campus. 
45 J students residents of Montreal.

5tc students in new combined building.
50^ students take no exercise. Sell, mood on front street.
■Best time for exercise between 0 - 7.

so mo dation.

PTIRTjT'H R-5A30IÎS..

1. Reconstruction of Molson*s Hall necessitated space to hold sessional
exams.

2. Possibly use 0 'gymnasium floor as Convocation Hall temporarily 

ossIlly nee 0 nasiura floor as Theatre, etc.

4. Proximity combined buildin™ to Union.

CHAITI2 OP POLICY

General mymnasium now on Campus. Auxiliary whon required at :Taodonald

PROBLEM CAHE2ULIY AHD UIIHUHHIBLY STUDIED

it relation to life and :ü
2. Seeking to avoid baf-’linr situation in 3.S.
3. McGill in front panic Department of hysioal Education*

CLQSÏÏÏG
Have not endeavoured to discuss all reasons or. in detail, 'tody led 
to Committee's décision. Trust information may commend itself to 
Undergraduates.

ÏÏTTAÏÏI MOHS 1)20131011
Committee. Meet in'? of "DeansGeneral BuildingGymnasium Committee, 

and Professors.

<v
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The erection of a Gymnasium is not quite as simple as it would 
at first seem. I have had the doubtful pleasure of bein'? either 
Chairman or member of Committees erect ira five different gyrnnasiiims 
inoludim swimming baths and related to dormitories. Also visited 
similar ïyranasiuos in Ottawa, Quebec, St. John, Toronto, Winnipeg?, 
Detroit, Buff alio, Indianapolis, Philadelphia, ITev York, Boston, 
Brooklyn, Yashin "ton, Pënn University and Princeton. Gym pi ins 
studied in 1913,1914 intermittently till 1920. Dew Committee in 
January 1921 met- weekly 'or two months., each meeting lasting at 
least two hours and meeting a ~ain a number of times last Ilovernber 
and December. At the risk of wearying you T am. "-oing to rive a ■ 
short outline of the history of the study.

MjCDOiTAlD ?AB|C Purpose : Centre of student life. Plans prepared.

tmm

m
ill

Study revealed an interesting" but difficult proposition. The lay 
out included Dormitories, dinin’- hall, stadium, gymnasium and hockey

the heavy grades, the rock excavations, the location of so larve a 
feature as the Stadium, the grouping together of features closely 
co-relative to each other, such as the Dormi tori es arid dinin'- rooms, 
the stadium and dr ess ira rooms, the gymnasium and swimming bath.
A rough estimate of the completed programme amounted to 5,000,000

."hereas the Board wisely, I believe, considered it absolutely 
imperative to have a unified elan for the entire lay-out of the pro­
perty, which mi-ht be rradnplly developed, none were so sanguine as 
to even prophesy a date when the undertaking might be completed, and 
a few were so hopeful as to think that it would not be modified or 
even materially changed in view of possible future developments and 
a furthor study of the problem. f

The Stadium was the most spectacular feature and perhaps the one in 
which the Graduates were mo ■ t keenly interested. A small --roup of 
Graduates submitted to the Governors a reouost that the. University 
should advance the cost of the erection of the Stadium, which 
they would --uarantoe both as to Principal and interest, the expense 
of which they hoped would be met by the larve gate receipts. The

completed. Unfortunately the War intervened, and the guarantee of 
the Graduates was never legally completed. Ur,- Percival foison one 
of the, if not the prime mover in the matter, when back from the war 
badly wounded and feelira his personal reaponsibilit- in the matter, 
made a clause In hie Will learin *75,000 to be devoted towards the 
cost of the Stadium. Ajg wo all sincerely and deeply rerret, Hr. 
foison on his return to France, was killed and the legacy was paid 
to the University.

I ; - P" ■ •
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lie Sill for _ ttany yoars used the old M.A. A.A. gymnasium at the 
oo mo o-fu_L„.ield and Lurnside. The Dull dir ", however ".vas 
*ondc„ ed a- . t üv- vue sonstruotion of the funnel end had ♦o
ho done 11.‘.hod. The student activities were then carried on in the 

• A• and 7. A. 0. A. buildings under., unsatisfactory conditions 
as to t,ime u.3$g. facilities. About ten years a<*o Aw.

towards the erection of
L. Ross

. .i =150,000
h a gymnasium, -rovidod the te*acv his
father uo the University of "100,000 was added to this amount, 
the building oe known as the 10es .Memorial Syrnnasium. tant ve^ at the date of :.he Sentemtial ^mp-L-n the bmasl d,, ft? redone

o. the unive-sity for general purposes.

and

location mid relation to the
the ynriasium ■ -ere studied. The

. ..uoliiciB, nou lessenec, oy uhe fact that it was proposed to include 
Xil ■■ or buildings such features as the track dressing
roo.is, drossins rooms for visitin* tears, indoor plwyirw -round 
.■lrh.. ..n tan,. and ymnasiun, and at the same time to preserve the 
architectural effect of the buildings as a -Thole and vithout

DRILL HALL

_L° add to t;.e difficulty Lord Strathcone. purchased a property on 
-uorne orescent and 'deeded It to the dominion Government. on eon-

for L’cSill Student
xoc location oeing on a sharp incline, was found to be ill 
adapted .«.or Lie purpose, del ill therefore approached the dominion 
'jrovern .'on t f.iyreeinY to provide a suitable location for the Drill 
y1-! .provl.icd the government adveneod the sum of '100,000 -’or the 
ouilding, arid It was expected that it could be arranged that the

operty ’would also ’oe r : .
Lr.o -rovernmen:. agreed to the proposition, urovi-ded the payment would 
not "bo made during the war.

The
11

amount of -360,000 he trig -rather inadequate for the erection
."US to

erect a bnildin* combining a drill hall on the ground floor on 
ino -vonuo and a gymnasium and equip mont on the floors above, which 

"*°'L Mt In tf-'-e l 13 g c -r of the pro won't but oui- necessitate 
a separate building for a swimmin - bath, above 'which 'imafü&y.fit 
in^-^hH:cgtBapi7-?rrndBBXBf;-:thTC~rixgpajt;T::ltHt-ianstBMr:nggBgpl.tg±g:-av 
îrBpurr:tüv:iraid:ùi:r?--for r.vrvi mi Lit e located the'- track and .visiting

revealed the fact that such a lay-out would cost more than the



♦egard to the second, luring mpaign, many
evinced a keen sympathy with the idea of ereQtiiH, ae soon as possihl-- 
Dormitories, which, by the way, had ; thé hearty approval of the Board 
of Governors. Other matters, hoWver, seemed of even more paramount 
.importance. The salaries of the L'rofessors and teaching staff had to 
he placed on a reasonable basis. Enlarged appropriations had_to bo- 
made to the various Faculties and Departments so that .they nirht 
effectively carry on their work and great pressure ’«as recoivoci 'or thr 
extension of almost every buildim, for Sufficient appropriations to 
house and teach the largely increased number of students registered.. 
Those were matters Which must receive the immediate attention of the 
Governors, oven should it delay an almost equally important dcvelornement 
of dormitory accommodation for the students. It, therefore became 
quite apparent that it mi-ht be many years before the development 
of Macdonald Park, costing as T have 'already intimated some G5,000,000 
could be carried out, esueoialiy In regard to the erection of 

,

3rd. The establishment, rrro’-vth and .requirements of the Denartment of

■■ elsss

A number of schemes 7/ere studied from time'to time until it became 
apparent that we could expect no assistance from the Government and 
must dra redraft the plans for building a gymnasium irrespective of 

o drill hall. So pi
on the completion of the Centennial Camraimn the Gymnasium Building 
Committee x’/as able to make such a good ease to the General Building 
Committee that an. amount of money was earmarked for the buildings, 
and the .study of the problem was a-ain. commenced a year ago. It was. 
at first hoped that the actual building operations mifht be commenced 

of 1921; but, owing to the abn
it .was decided finally to delay the construction until >922.

Further studies revealed certain new features which were closely 
related to and had a distinct bear in v on the .already difficult rroblnm

I
for the erection a Gymnasium.

The wisdom of erecting a gymnasium at Macdonald Park without 
an immediate prospect of continuing the development.

3
♦
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The thtfd new problem which I referred to was the relation of the

by far the most import.ont end far reaehixr development, and as such
ircc'-tion. arid conception,

leaving it to Dr. Latah to rife yon some details of its operation.

tl the close of th
increased number, the Board of Oove^nors were confronted *'i th a

iwtiat in tens! f he control, direction and co-relation
of the physical activities of the undergraduate body. As with 

actor concerning the college life of the students, this.every
problem had many phases, affected many interests and had a direct 
relation with the other -'aouitiee and Department of the University-

d the following :'a

1st. That the control and operation of the athletics of the under­
graduate body was mainly under the Students’ Council and that 
there was on expressed desire to better handle the finances 
of that bo/ly by having their Controller more closely related

2nd That the use mSd revenues of the Stadium was largely under the 
control of a group of graduates for the purposes which I have

Council. That it was the desire:the graduates, or Mo Stuaente
in order to secure and make permanent such arrooin tment "or the 
'University to enrage 
University standing which would make the nosit ion more attractive 
and permanent. Further that it was proposed, to engage special

track, boxing and wrestling.

him "or full time and ~ivo him some

coaches for hockey»

-4-

arruments for ±ks erectin 
The late Dr. Janes Dowries , however, has left the sum of 200,000 
since increased to about ;275,000,, for the erection of dormitories. 
for three reasons it was considered wise to add this amount to the 
sum allotted for the erection of the vymnasiun.

the gymnasium on the proposed location.

1st., Because without the erection of the main dormitories on
McDonald Park the "ymnas ium would be a lonely building, while 
-ith three floors of dormitories above the -ymnasium it would 
at least be the centre of say some 150 students.

2nd. If the gymnasium and dormitories could be combined there
would appear to he a saving in construction as contrasted with 
two building with separate foundations, roofinr, etc. and 

rtàinly would be a vc

as against two.
. r. c r 3.0 :: r pe qnirements

smoking and common ^ooms, 
caretakers’ quarters and laundr;

(In reply to a question a graduate of Toronto University stated 
this week that the Toronto University 
all occupied, principally for
element had got into many of the buildings and the better class of 
students preferred to secure rooms elsewhere)

suçh as lavatories, 
the administration offices,

7 enuiment.

Dormitories were not nearly 
the reason that an unlersirable

*
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4th. That the licC-ill 0.0. T. 3. which had displayed such splendid
activity dur in:r the war in the organisâtiqh and drillin'' of a 
SoOill Battalion, the R.o~inforcinw of Companies and loi e Batterie* 
were desirous of employing a permanent and efficient officer 
to promote so io fora of military trainin'1* for th«- under-rradnatee 
and to "ive him some position and relation to the permanent 
staff of the University.

5th. That Corporation, .beliovin" that it could not entirely divorce 
itsol r from the rcsroncihility for the students' athletics and

teb over th the Stud
Council, had a standin* committee on athletics with duties not

quest ionaTble anti o
6th. That 'Corporation had approved of compulsory physical tra'ninp 

for the first and second year students, to be extended as soon 
accommodation would permit, to the third year studènts, and

3 >eratidn or approvii
for the non-

their custom, the 'hysical and 'edical directors of the Univer­
sity, havliH in view the larger responsibilities which would 
devolve upon then c ont indent on the erection of the new

3
altho deal in ■■ with the student rod:/ and endeavour ins to carry 
out the wit.has of Corporation.

8th That sly associate.
with : 165111 a School of Physical education, of^icere •

g

as

I Wêêêêë,... ■■ w. J
for the most part by members of the fcOill. dtja.fi and tismr many 
of the facilities of the University, from financial reasons 
the*; had found it impossible to extend their programme, and in 
fact found it difficult to maintain it and desired to be taken

9th. That there was some desire and need to p ovide larger instruct io; * 
and development of the physical and athletic requirements of the 
studente of the Royal Victoria Colle -e. 

lOth In connection with all those different activities there
; control of

expenditures and financial requirements for extension, ere at 
least ton different phases of the problem of the physical and 
athletic life of the undergraduate, closely related to one 
another and each under or related to one of the four section;- of 
'University organization, namely, the Governors, Corporation, 
the graduates, and the -tudent Body, and also thlftted to 
affiliated bodies such as the C. O.V.C. , R.V. C. and School of 
Physical education. It required no argument to show that ^ the so 
should be more closely co-related together to promote officSenoy 
and harmony. A; Dorr ' ' b
organized, the con troll in; committee be in-- practically composed 
of represent1 itivea from the various interests. Irto the hands 
of this Department was placed the supervision and control or the

seek In." to Interfere .-*th the initiative of the various lines 
c id a ' -.'.ool. of Fhyi

was

.

m
m■■IImfi



I have spent considerable time in briefly out­
linin'- the inception and conception of the Department of Phy s cal 
Education, so that you mi--ht he seized with its importance and the 
lation that it must necessarily have with the erection and operation 

i important b least so it
ap-eared to the gymnasium committee, and I am free to- admit that- 
it had a profound influence on their decision as to the site.
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It wag also hoped that the dress in ~ roifems might he placed convenient to 
a portion available for the nockey Arena. Here a era in it was found that 
they "/ere of entirely different types and that the floors would be badly

erection of the He
there would be ample space under the b!eachers for such accommodation.

A at" 11 more important consideration was the question of the use of the 
swimming tanks by visit.in:" teams on account oA hygienic

and

reasons.

It was also found that the number of students usine: the Stadium and ^elated 
to the senior football and hockey teams did not at present exceed two 
hundred, constituting less than ten percent of the student bodv. It -mas 
also found that the use of the 3tedium was practically confined to sore 
two months in the academic year; fu-'thèr that the probably erection of 
a large number of dormitories at Macdonald Park -nuld not be undertaken 
for several years and that in any event the dormitory building as nlaimed 
woulr; cost o the neighbourhood of and would onl" Provide accorno-

students.

it.was also discovered that roughly 45"’ of the students wore residents of 
Montreal, that another 20 (say G DO) lived in accommodations close to the

i\
tori a Colleges:, while those livin’-’ in* % 

Fraternities. were situated about equal distance from either the Onnmus or 
lladdonnld Park, and it was estimated the' large proportion o f the balance 
lived either west ana south of iherbrooke St or as alose’if not closer to

.

It was alsq discovered that 50 y of the students wore not engaged in any 
form of .athletic competition or physical exorcise, and the responsibility

appeared that outside of class competitions arid exhibitions and matches 
in much only a limited number of students too wart and which were carried 
on in the evenin’", the, indoor voluntary physical' activities could best be

evening, study of the students, and that therefore the Cam-'us was much more 
central for this purpose, fHart House Gym is closed in the weninms)

■*,t 30 be°n proposed that on account of the very poor accommodation
;or beesional examinations which would be even more limited by the 
inclusion of the_ Hoison ’ all in the Arte Builcttntr reconstruction, the gym 
nasium mi "ht well be. used for such purpose and its. situation on the Campus 
would maxe it very accessible. Further if the build 'n-'1 combined dormitories 
certain features occupying large'spaces, such as reception, lounge, smoking 
ana billard rooms,_as well as provision for a restaurant or cafeteria could 
bo dispensed n y-- if t ce building .-as erected on the 'Campus site, as the 
students would be well provided "or in the Students' Union, which arrange­
ment would, in turn, greatly benefit the Union* Further details of this

theatre, concert
faoplp ti os were erected, the accommodation muld be much more access able



îf 1250,000
975,000

îooô.oœ
It

!ï

250 studentp costin0, 625,000
Extension at rear and S. side

door
îforth west 
llorth east

-8-

| *
4 Axtradt from letter. P. Hobbs, ArdsMteot 14/1/22 re Dd mi tori es 

Ca"noity and Cost.
As tissa tfed at 2500 per student including dinin'' room accommodation.

After several, -neetints and careful consideration of the facts of tl e 
caso, the gymnasium Committoe eu no to the unanimous decision to

erected on lÿorbrooke St adjacent to the Conserv- torium of music. 
After fully/ di-scusêinr the matter the General Build in? Committee 
unanimously endorsed the recommendation of the Gymnasium Committee 
mith the reguést that it bo submitted to a meet ins of the Dean of the

Deans and some half dozen other professors were invited, and after 
discussing the matter the; - also unanimously endorsed the recommenda­
tion of the Gymnasium Committee.

- MKÊBÊÊM

It was -nropoeed to extend the system of control he tin" from the 
power house to the build in-s erected on llacdon .Id P,.rk. This hues t ion 
vas caj e .cully cone into as contrasted with a separate heat in " system 
m the -ymnasium building. It was found that the coat cr" the heating 
system Of the gymnasium would amount to about 40,000 end entail 
annual charge for separate administration, reserve hoV oro> -+c. 
Against this the development of the central heat in?, to .Macdonald Park 

. '
have to be carried out on a scale to crovide for the dormitories 
/■')Q-1 eueeted, mile ii buildin-r was erected on the Cadrons next to the 
Conserva torium of Music the. mains for the steam heatin' and the 
cOi'u.ui is : or the. lighting, are at present extended as far as the 
ahysies :u 1 ding and it woulj only mean lOO ft extension to meet 
utie requj,r ionts of the /ytonasium and dormitories. The possible extra 
cost o -he building on^the campus on account of the foundation and 
the use of stone instead of brick would probably offset this saving.
/ cr; ; ' ; : otuor buildin-■ erected on this site later would have to 
bear -hesô expenses, so that they are only anticipated,

an

■or ..nose era oihér easons it was decided thaï the policy of' erecting 
ine gymnasium on the Macdonald Park and a smaller auxiliary gymnasium 
®n L-° Dampua should be reversed and that the rymnasinm proper should 
“f; erected in What was now, ,-md urob bly would at all time remain, 
the cen we student life on the Campus, and if the development of 
■roe dormitories at Macdonald Park necessitated a smaller gymnasium 
or exerc .so facilities, it could then be erected. This seemed to 
dispose of wrist ^objections, with the exception of tho track and 

/visiting teams dross in y rooms. It was. however, considered that these 
mi-’-nt be better situated in a temporary building until the erection 
oi the dormitories, or in a build in? specially adapted for their ora 
requirements.

GSITTRAh FIAT DIG

1540 3850,000Cymnasi u i block, 1,000,000
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f0i, rvi'3,1 therefore realize that the problem hah been most carefully 
studied, that the decisions were not hnrridly arrived at; further 
that it/has been studied in r 1 .hi oh not to one feature only but to the 
nany with which it is related, and also that it Is alon'v the line of move­
ment' which has put IIcGill in the forefront of ïnnadian. Univers!ties. 
in physical education, seeking to avoid the baffling situation’ which 
has levelonea in connection with the athletics of hundreds of the 
Universities and Colleges incite United liâtes and which is causing 
verv tsts apnrehension as to the outcome. In oraer , you i... og ^ 
well set zed with the information which' led to the decision 1 am glad 
to "la.-/"this information before you, a$d rill be rla'd to further 
elaborate any details or answer any pues ;. ions which ma; ^rise _n your 
consideration.

The chief .considérations from the students standpoint seem to-
fold •-
1. to provide adequate facilities for- team and true' dresein- moss' 

at the Stadium , .

♦

. iltpble
dressing rooms in closer pro::ir:i ;y o the tract and ef.rrm. no

: VA - 111
remain there for nany years and.possibly for all tiuoi. fhe students 
look on the £?v inuci a.. largely "cor Die tandpo nt o a 
crack athletics and trainin'* champions-,! o teams.

be t .vo-

.

benefit of all,but especially for the* no el,. Gr ,lon.":t, ::.nu o : -yo ... 
development of a le art iont of Physical -Education o . ror.. scion vi.. ic 
value corolated to all the other

provide dress ing room accommode t ion for the «tua on is us i ■' i-.e 
campus "or outdoor act 1 vitiec.: ( rwl of ' t o a here. ia an eaual i rot 
.larger number than uai.nr the lied nald. 7- ) "ho • r. 1 ’e-Tirec. o.
their present ao-ooramo dation in foison Hall '"hen the rts 3 Id g is re­
constructed .

• ' v:/'

and 'School- of Physical -ducation 'ivinr the reasons . hzyt led him to 
■

Oanpub.

of the gym 'by the students of the .7. h. as th&’iy ’tore àlyeàdy provided.
.
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June 18th, 1932.

His Worship the Mayor, 
City of Montreal.

Dear Mr. Mayors-

By deed dated 8th February, 1929, an 
exchange of land was made between the City of Montreal 
and McGill University, whereby an area of 8079.97 sq. ft. 
belonging to this University, fronting on Pine Avenue 
opposite Durocher Street, was ceded to the City of Montreal 
in exchange for an equal number of square feet (8079.97) 
taken from that part of Mount Royal Park known as "Fletcher*s 
Field", the reason for this exchange being that the City 
desired at that time to widen Pine Avenue between Jeanne 
Mance Street and Durocher Street, the two areas ooncemed 
being shown in red on the attached plan, the area ceded by 
McGill University to the City being marked "Section A" and 
the area ceded by the City to McGill University being shown 
on the plan as "Section B".

The détails of tills exchange of property 
were at the time prepared between representatives of this 
Corporation and Mr. McLeod, Assistant Chief Engineer of 
the City, who gave our representatives explanation of the 
street improvement desired by the City, said requirements 
having been later confirmed in discussion between our 
representatives and Mr. H. A. Terreault, Director of Public 
Works of the City.

When the exhhange was made we omitted to 
take into account a development which had then been 
proposed but had not been actually decided upon, namely, 
the erection of a new building south of the Molson Stadium. 
The area wnich it was originally intended to set aside is 
shown in yellow on the attached plan, 
that the exchange of property now prevents this from being 
completed as at first designed.

It will be noted

This structure is primarily
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a skating and hockey rink, which, as is well known, 
must have a standard length on its major axis, and 
this length cannot be obtained between the Stadium 
and Pine Avenue as at present bounded.

It has been pointed out that the concession 
of a comparatively small area by the City would 
enable the proposed buildings to be laid out as 
shown in red on the attached plan.

Y.q should explain that the rink building 
referred to is intended also to serve as a convocation 
hall for this University, and is being designed by our 
architects for that purpose, and the purposes of a 
concert hall with a seating capacity of hot less than 
7,000 - and attention is called to the additional 
development of a gymnasium building to be built 
westward from the rink and hall building as far as 
Oxenden Avenue.

These buildings are but a i?art of the very 
important development of the Mol son Stadium and 
Macdonald Park property of McGill University ^ The 
existing football and athletic stadium is one of the 
moat important in Canada, past event's having drawn ae 
many as 16,000 spectators. The stadium is laid out 
for a future extension too seat 2b,000 spectators and, 
if demands require, up to 50,000 spectators, 
existing ''bowl'* cannot, of course, be cdhtiged, and 
unless we can obtain the additional space requested 
herein, it oan be readily seen that the seating Space 
will be very seriously interfered with.

VThe

1
j?’or many years there have existed pleasant 

and conciliatory relations between the Gity and McGill 
University. An illustration of this attitude on the 
part of the University is the concession which the 
University made when a portion of the southwest corner 
of Pine Avenue and University Street was given to the 
City in order that this dangerous traffic intersection 
could be widened with an increase of safety toi vehicles 
making a turn at that point.,

In view of the foregoing we respectfully request 
your administration to cede to the University the property, 
about 12,000 sq, ft. in area, shown in green on the enclosed 
plan.
administrations to encourage and assist the educational 
institutions of the community, and more particularly

Knowing that it is the policy of suocessive City
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an expenditure of funds, we feel confident that lnVOlVe 
request can be granted. our

In making this request, we quite realize that it

f*rp0i°:zttTlXÀl£ r
d.7elopmto which .111 help a great Université 
doGlll, le undoubtedly beneficial to the City, and when 
the series of buildings contemplated on the site in 
question are developed, they will beautify 
the value of the surrounding district.

as

and enhance

We would again emphasize
imYSIZÎ? ,°f th9 6 ru,m‘i ln »«»“on not been made.
= = tal 1 ‘ !° y=U "ould not have been neoessary, but
as the property now stands if the proper develnnmLi-
to take place, the additional strip of propertyPwhich 
we are requesting is essential. * y

V.'e may further point 
the land acquired under the 
on Pine Avenue ^Section A) 
foot than the land ceded 
Avenue.

the fact that, had

out that the value of 
exchange by the City fronting 

was worth considerably more per 
to the University north of Pine

-At *hls tlne W9 should mention that we have 
recently found out that a 48" watermain is located on
Citv^an^h WhlCh WaS 09ded t0 the University by the
exchange °n,.the plan aa "Se°tion B", when the

P^erty was made, as mentioned above.
the ltles were maware of presence when
it T8 aocePted* and a« ^r as we can ascertain,it was entirely overlooked at the time.
of property this watemaln 
valves, and the whole will

The

On the same piece 
is provided with a man hole and

construction of a building orthe^oper^ria^dertaLnr

ts:érif:îilE£îHELnïyYlHEH”,“P
University Street above Pine Avenue, and must exit by the 
same street, and as your traffic officials will verify,

B VOry S9rlous congestion of traffic, especially 
at the intersection of University Street and Pine Avenue.
«e understand that it is the intention of the Oity to 
construct a road from its very important electric alarm 
station at the northeast comer of the University property 
extending from the municipal building in question aluig

this
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the boundary between Fletcher's Field and the University 
Park.
artery through which to handle the traffic between the 
McGill Stadium and Pine Avenue, and with this object in 
view we would respectfully suggest that in designing the 
profile of the road your engineers should take account of 
the possible outlet from the McGill Stadium.

Needless to say, this road would be a very useful

As the plans for the building cannot be 
further developed until this matter of land is settled, 
we would be especially indebted to you if you could advise 
us at an early date regarding your oondlusions.

Yours faithfully,

principal.

1

m
y§
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June 13th., 1932.

The Chairman tod Members of the Executive Committee 
of the City of Montreal,

City Hall,
Montreal.

Gentlemen

By deed dated 8th February, 1929, an exchange of 
land was made between the City of Montreal and McGill 
University, whereby an area of 8079.97 sq. ft. belonging to 
this University, fronting on Pine Avenue opposite Durocher 
Street, was ceded to the City of Montreal in exchange for 
an equal number of square feet (8079.97 sq. ft.l taken from 
that part of Mount Royal Park known as "Fletcher's Field”, 
the reason for this exchange being that the City desired at 
the time to widen Pine Avenue between Jeanne Mance Street 
and Durocher Street, the two areas concerned being shown 
in red on the attached plan, the area ceded by McGill 
University to the City being marked "Section A” and tne 
area ceded by the City to McGill University being shown on 
the plan as "Section B”.

The details of this exchange of property were at 
the time prepared between representatives of this Corporation 
and Mr. MacLeod, Assistant Chief Engineer of the City, who 
Save our representatives explanation of the street improvement 
desired by the City, said requirements having been later 
confirmed in discussion between our representatives and 
Mr. H. A. Terreault, director of^lhi

When the exchange was made we omitted to take into 
account a development which had then been proposed but had 
not been actually decided upon, namely, the erection of a 
new building south of the Molson Stadium, 
it was originally intended to set aside is shown in yellow 
on the attached plan.

blic Works of the City.

The area which

It will be noted that the exchange

X
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of property now presents this from being completed as at 
first designed. This structure is primarily a skating 
and hockey rink, which, as is well known, must have a 
standard length on its major axis, and this length cannot 
be obtained between the Stadium and Pine Avenue as at 
present bounded.

It has been pointed out that the concession of 
a comparatively small area by the City would enable the 
proposed buildings to be laid out as shown in red on the 
attached plan.

We should explain that the rink building referred 
to is intended also to serve as a convocation hall for this 
University, and is being designed by our architects for that 
purpose, and the purposes of a concert hall with a seating 
capacity of not less than 7,000 ~ and attention is called 
to the additional development of a gymnasium building to 
be built westward from the rink and hall building as far
as Oxenden Avenue.

These buildings are but a part of the very important 
development of the MoIson Stadium and Macdonald Park property 
of McGill University. The existing football and athletic 
stadium is one of the most important in Canada, past events 
having drawn as many as 16,000 spedtators. ïhe stadium is 
laid out for a future extension to seat 25,000 spectators and, 
if demands require, up to 50,000 spectators.

"bowl'* cannot, of course, be changed, and unless we can obtain 
the additional space requested herein, it can be readily seen 
that the seating space will be very seriously interfered with.

Per many years there have existed pleasant and 
conciliatory relations tohteaehathe City and McGill University, 
An illustration of this attitude on the part of the University 
is the concession which the University made when a portion of 
the southwest corner of Pine Avenue and University Street was 
given to the City in order that this dangerous traffic 
intersection could be widened with an increase of safety to 
vehicles making a turn at that point.

The existing

In view of the foregoing we respectfully request 
your adrainsitration to cede to the University the property, 
about 12,000 sq. ft. in area, shown in green on the proposed'#**^ 
plan.

x• I m
Knowing that it is the policy of successive City 

administrations to encourage and assist the educational 
institutions of the community, and more particularly the 
University of Montreal and McGill University, and having in 
view that the present request does not involve an expenditure 
of funds, we feel confident that our request oan be granted.
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In makinf tW» request, we quite realize that 
it is of a very special nature. At the same time, those 
responsible for the welfare of Montreal must doubtless feel 
that a great instiution like McGill University is a tremendous 
asset to the Province and the City. Any development which 
will help a great University, such as McGill, is undoubtedly 
beneficial to the City, and when the series of buildings 
contemplated on the site in question are developed, they 
will beautify and enhance the value of the surrounding 
district.

Ve would again emphasize the fact that, had the 
exchange of the ground in question not been made, this 
request to you would not have been necessary, but as the 
property now stands if the proper development is to take 
place, the additional strip of property which 
requesting is essential. we are

Vie may further point out that.. , , . the value of
tne acquired under the exchange by the City fronting 
on Pine Avenue (section A) was worth 
per foot than the land ceded to the 1 
Pine Avenue.

'ly more 
north of

At this time we should mention that 
(found that a 43" we have recently 

, WQteraain is located on the property which was
*° *he rTRlV!f8lty by the 01ty» and sil0Wa on the planeas 
” 3 1,“ th9 ?XQhan£e of property was made, as mentioned 

n6 yniV9rsity authorities were unaware of its presence 
when the exchange was accepted, and as far as we can ascertain, 
it was entirely overlooked at the time. On the same piece of 
property this watermain is provided with a man hole and valves,

<7ï?le Wil1 constltut® a detriment when the construction 
or a building on the property is undertaken.

v‘e desire to call attention to the fact that up to 
vue present the total traffic entering the Stadium at football 
games and athletic field days must enter by University Street 
above Pine Avenue, and must exit by the dame street, and as 
your traffic officials will verify, this results in a very 
serious congestion of traffic, especially at the intersection 
of University Street and Pine Avenue. We understand that it 
is the intention of the Oity to construct a road from its very 
important electric alarm station at the northeast corner of 
the University property extending from the municipal building 
in question along the boundary between Fletbher’s Field and 
the University Park. Needless to say, this road would be a 
very useful artery through which to handle the traffic between 
the McGill Stadium and Pine Avenue, and with this object in 
view we would respectfully suggest that in designing the profile

H
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Principal.

».

Yours faithfully,

I

pf the road your engineers should take account of the 
possible outlet from the McGill Stadium.

As the plans for the building cannot be 
further developed until this matter of land is settled, 
we would be especially indebted to you if you could 
advise us at an early date regarding your conclusions.
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June 18th, 1932»

The Chairman and Members of the Executive Committee 
of the City of Montreal,

City Hall,
Montreal.

Gentlemen

3y deed dated 8th February, 1929, an exchange of 
land was made between the City of Montreal and McGill University, 
whereby an area of 8079.97 sq« ft. belonging to this University, 
fronting on Pine Avenue opposite Durocher Street, was ceded 
to the City of Montreal in exchange for an equal number of 
square feet (8079*97 sq. ft.) taken from tnat part of Mount 
Royal Park known as "Fletcher's Field", the reason for this 
exchange being that the City desired at the time to widen 
Pine Avenue between Jeanne Mance Street and Durocher Street, 
the two areas concerned being shown in red on the attached 
plan, the area ceded by McGill University to the City being 
marked "Section A" and the area ceded by the City to McGill 
University being shown on the plan as "Section B".

The details of this exchange of property were at 
the time prepared between representatives of this Corporation 
and Mr, McLeod, Assistant Chief Engineer of the City, who gave 
our representatives explanation of the street improvement 
desired by the City, said requirements having been later 
confirmed in discussion between our representatives and 
Mr. H. A. Perreault, Director of Puolic Works of the City.

Y/hen the exchange was made we omitted to take into 
account a development which had then been proposed but had 
not been actually decided upon, namely, the erection of a 
new building south of the Molson Stadium. The area which 
it was originally intended to set aside is shown in yellow

It will be noted that the exchangeon the attached plan, 
of property now prevents this from being completed as at

Phis structure is primarily a skating andfirst designed.



In view of the foregoing we respectfully reqiest 
your administration to cede to the University the property, 
about 12,000 sq. ft. in area, s£own in green on the enclosed 
plan. Knowing that it is the policy of successive City 
administrations to encourage and assist the educational 
institutions of the community, and more particularly tne
University 
view that

University and having 
not invol e an expendMontreal and Me 

present request

These buildings are but a part of the very important 
development of the Molson Stadium and Macdonald Park property 
of McGill University. The existing football and athletic 
stadium is one of the most important in Canada, past events 
having drawn as many as 16,000 spectators. The stadium is 
laid out for a future extension to seat 25,000 spectators and, 
if demands require, up to 50,000 spectators.
’•bowl'* cannot, of cour e, be changed, and unless we can obtain 
the additional space r quested herein, it can be readily seen 
that the seating space will be very seriously interfered with.

The existing

there have existed pleasant andFor many years _ . ...conciliatory relations between the City and McGill University. 
An illustration of this attitude on the.-part of the University 

concession which the University made when a portion of 
of Pine Avenue and University Street wasis the

the southwest corner 
given to the City in order that this dangerous traffic 
intersection could be widened with an increase ot safety o 
vehicles making a tùrn at that point.

■Æ V-:
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hockey rink, wnich, as is well known, must have a standard 
length on its major axis, and this length cannot be obtained 
between the Stadium and Pine Avenue as at present bounded.

It has been pointed out that the concession of a 
comparatively small area by the City would enable the 
proposed buildings to be laid out as shown in red on the 
attached plan.

We should explain that the rink building referred 
to is intended also to serve as a convocation hall for this 
University, and is being designed by our architects for that 
purpose, and the purposes of a concert hall with a seating 
capacity of not less than 7,000 — and attention is called 
to the additional development of a gymnasium building to be 
built westward from the rink and hall building as far as 
Oxenden Avenue.
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of funds, we feel confident that our request càn be granted.

In making this request, we quite realize that it is 
of a very special nature. At the same time, those responsible 
of the welfare of Montreal must doubtless feel that a great
institution like McGill University is a tremendous aaset to 
the Province and the City. Any development which will help
ai great University, such as McGill, is undoubtedly beneficial 
to the City, and when the series of buildings contemplated on 
the site in question are developed, they will beautify and 
enhance the value of the surrounding district.

We would again errphasize the fact that, had the exchange 
of the ground in question not oeen made, this request to you 
would not have been necessary, but as the property now stands 
if the proper development is to take place, the additional strip 
of.property which we are requesting is essential.

We may further point out that the value of the land 
acquired under the exchange oy the City fronting on Pine Avenue 
(Section A] was worth considerably more per foot than the land 
ceded to tne University north of Pine Avenue.

At this time we should mention that we have recently 
found out that a 48'* watermain is located on the property which 
was ceded to the University by the City, and shown on the plan 
as "Section 3", when the exchange of property was made, as 
mentioned above.
its presence when the exchange was accepted, and as far 
we can ascertain, it was entirely overlooked at the time. On 
the same piece of property this watermain is provided with a 
man hole and valves, and the whole will constitute a detriment 
when the construction of a building on the property is undertaken.

Wq desire to call attention to the fact that up to 
the present the total traffic entering the Stadium at football 
games and athletic field days must enter by University Street 
above Pine Avenue, and must exit by the same street, and as your 
traffic officials will verify, this results in a very serious 
cingestion of traffic, especially at the intersection of 
University Street and Pine Avenue.
the intention of the City to construct a road from its very 
important electric alarm station at the northeast corner of 
the University property extending from the municipal building 
in question along the boundary between Fletcher’s Field and 
the University Park.
a very useful artery through which to handle the traffic between 
the McGill Stadium and Pine Avenue, and with this object in view 
we would respectfully suggest that in designing the profile of

The University authorities were unaware of
aa

We understand that it is

Heedless to say, this road would be

§ 1
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the road your engineers should take àoôount of the possible 
outlet from the McGill Stadium.

As the plans for the building cannot be further 
developed until this matter of land is settled, we would 
be especially indebted to you if you could advise us at an 
early date regarding your conclusions.

Yours faithfully,

Principal.

F •£?
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June S3, 1932,

■:r'i1Cordon Glassco, Eeq,, 
Executive Secretary,
The Graduates* Society,

V.

a
Dear Mr. Glaasco,

you please Inform your Committee that 
this morning I saw His Wordbtip Mayor Rinfret regarding our 
application for a strip of property along the proposed new 
foac leading to the Fire Alarm Station at Fletcher’s Field 
to enable us to fit in the proposed gymnasium, etc.

I had a most cordial reception by the 
Layor who, on my explanation of the suggestion, said he 
could see no reason why it should not be carried through.

After leaving the Mayor, I had an interview 
nitn the Chairman of the Executive, Alderman Gablas, at which 
two other members of the Executive, Alderman DesEoches and 
.lell were present, I again outlined the suggestion, which 
was most cordially received by all throe, and I was told 
hat undoes there be an objection "by the Technical Department 
hey saw no reason why the matter should not receive favour­

able consideration.

Ever yours faithfully,

Principal.
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June 23, 1932 *

H. M. Jaquays, Esq.
President, The Graduates* Society.

Dear Mr. Jaquays,

This rooming I had a roost cordial reception 
at the City Hall when I went down there on behalf of the 
University to put forward our application for w strip of 
property along the proposed new road leading to the Fire 
Alarm Station at Fletcher’s Field in order that tie may fit 
In the proposed gymnasium, etc.

His Worship the Mayor said he could see 
ao reason why the plan should not be carried through, and 
after leaving him I outlined the suggestion to the Chairmen 
of the Executive, Alderman Gabi as, in the presence of 
Aide men DesRoches and Bell. I was told that unless 
there should be any objection by the Technical Department 
they saw no reason why the matter should not receive 
favourable consideration.

SIS I hope we shall have a definite and
favourable reply very shortly.

ver yours faithfully.

Pr ncipal.

m
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//r/z/sry//,Yw/u/r///OFFICE OF VICE-PRESIDENT July 4th, 1932.

'I

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor,
McGill University,
Montreal.

*

Dear Sir Arthur:

On my return to town this morning I find 
your letter of June 23rd, and am most pleased to see the 
reception which you received at the City Hall, and the 
courageme nt which the Mayor has given promises well for the 
efforts in getting the strip of land in question, 
sincerely trust that the Technical Department will not he 
opposed to the transfer.

en-
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111 Yours sincerely,
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Executive Committee
City Hall

Vac/

Aldermen

Maurice Gabias, m. l.a, chairman

ArA. DesRoches

Alfred Legault

Joseph momette

Lionel O. Bell

Montreal, June 29, 1932. i

Sir Arthur Gurrie , G.C.M. G., K.C.B. , 
Principal, McGill University, 

Montreal.

RE: McGi11 University Gymnasium -

Sir:

Following your visit, I heg to inform you 
that I shall make it my duty to have your communication 
of the 18th instant officially submitted to our Executive 
Committee.

I beg to remain, dear Sir Arthur,

Yours very truly,

Chairman of the Executive Committee.

■
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McGill University
MONTREAL

PROFESSOR CARLETON W. STANLEY.
ASSISTANT TO THE PRINCIPAL

Aug. 29th.

Call from the City Notary, who says that he is

sending the Deed today to the Executive Committee, and
■

and we shall hear di ortly.I they will of course approve it »
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111 12,556 Square Feet North 

of Pine, East of Moison 
Stadium, Is Involved
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GYMNASIUM AND RINKfIT all 
rwing

for
Ground Transferred Covers 

Triangle Necessary to 
Proper Construction of 

Desired Building

Sugar
Igreeri
Fban-
Igland
lurnedr tob-
[ shell 
[t but­
in Fiji 
îles of The city Council yesterday ceded 

to McGill University 12,556 square 
feet of land, north of Pine avenue 
and just east of Moison Stadium on 
which the university intends to con­
struct a gymnasium and skating 

was made:

me;l
is
yeN the
co
of
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rink. One provision 
that the land shall revert to the 
city at any time it is not used for 
the purposes of the university.

The piece of land in question is 
a triangle adjoining the eastern 
line of McGill property fronting on 
Pine avenue and the university tl 
wanted it in order that it might 
be able to construct its propose " 

recreational buildings right on 
Some time ago McGill

wil

pel
ai

o Syn- n<

ifing at;

fi
in

new
Pine avenue, 
handed over to the city, at the 
latter’s request, a considerable por­
tion of land which made possible 
the widening of Pine avenue east 
of the stadium. In return the city 

McGill another piece of land,
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I Service 
k of two 
p the way 
I for the 
i a major 
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bents by 
jsts and 
[clusively, 
[vents the 
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[treatment
he bite of 
L-ill ward
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gave
but one that had very small front­
age on Pine avenue. Recently Mc­
Gill also gave over to ■ the city a 
small piece of land at the corner of 
Pine avenue and University streets 
in order that a bad corner might be 
smoothed out.

As a result of discussions about 
gymnasium during the past 

it has been decided to con- 
much-needed 'building 

below the 
Pine

■
n

a new 
year,
struct this
on the property just 
stadium and fronting on

There was not sufficient 
space without the triangle in ques­
tion and as a result McGill applied 
to the city and the transfer was 
made yesterday.

Although 
gymnasium buildings does not ap­
pear imminent, the way is now 
clear as far as the ground is con­
cerned One other necessity, how­
ever, is funds, and this matter has 
been taken in hand by the Grad­
uates Society which Intends to pre­
pare plans and get matters ready 
for a campaign, should it be îe- 
garded as necessary. It Is under­
stood that a modern gymnasium 
with all facilities Is required, as 
well as a swimming pool, and a 
hockey and skating rink that could 
serve as a convocation and concert 
hall during the summer months.
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: OF LAND'TO MC6ILL



This Cession was authorized at a Meeting 
ol the Council held on the 7th of the present month, a 
copy of which I also send you herewith.

Will you be good enough,in due course, 
to have the necessary Resolution authorizing the execution 
of the document in question adopted and to forward 
a certified copy of same ; I will then be pleased to make 
an appointment with the authorized représentatives for 
the purpose of obtaining their

Yoursx ver

me

tures.s

y truly,

City Notary.
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September 13th, /£ 32.

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G.,K.C,B. 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor,
McGill University,
Sherbrooke Street West, 
Montreal.

Sir:-

I
■

:

;•
1

■

fèâ

x t:.

-

: -

■:

t<
j CDP -P

P H 
© p

 
o cd'P m

œ
l>>(D dri ft

P © 
<h O

 
hO

-p d 
P

 
ti ti 

© P 
P< 

•h O o 
cd 

•d g ti H 
(D

P
toaso o P 

M
> c+

 O
 (D 

P PJ P P 
P 

CD
 ch 

p 
P P

 «j P 
Œ
5 N

 t>
CD

 Pi 
O

 W 
< H

> C
D4P 

© 
(4O

'd'd
cd p <M ti 

cd

C
_i

.

ti

CD

H 
î>} P <H Xf ©

 
Pi 43 O 

ti P 
•H t-l 

C
d ti

ti o
 <t

O
 c+ 

P ©
©©

 m 
©

 ct 
to
 

p 
o p

 ro 
p*

pi
 ©

 c+ 
P 

©
 

<J
 ©fl<<
i P 

b-
i *-

b *
<J
 

O
P®

©
ti c+

 ©
 < 

O
 

4 ®
 4 

O
 H 

p p
H

O
 H’

4 ©
 

p p
 p

to
 01 O P

i 
c+

 e+
 H> Hj 

P 
P'

 O
 © 

t+
 ©

 O 
ct

 h-t>
d-

 S!
 <

 ©
H

- o
 © o tt

i 
04

<<
!W

(D
(D

 
P d

- P
 O

 © 
h!

p*
 ©

 <<
j p. 

©
 

O
 CPJ P 

3 
P t

i HOP ©
 © Hct

 
►

t) to
 H p*

 
P 

c+
4d

 P 
O

 
p m

®
 Hy

c+

o c
o o

 p 
o 

H
) P

 h
, p

 o

¥



_______________ __ _________________________________________________________________ .

BS

N.

September 15th, 1932»

Aide man M* Gabias, Chairaan,
and Members of the Executive Committee, 

City of Montreal,
City Hall«

sf!

Gentlemen***

May I, on behalf of the University, express 
sincere appreciation of the Cession authorized at

The grantour
your meeting held on the 7th of September* 
of this piece of land evidences once more the friendly 
feeling of the City at large for McGill University.
I trust that as years go by this feeling will become 
still stronger and that the University will be able 
to Increase still farther its value to the community 
in which its work is carried on.

Yours faithfully.

Principal.

-r
■
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September 15th., 1932.

Jean Baudouin, Esq., 
City Hotary,
City Hall, 
MONTREAL*

Dear Mr* Baudouin: -

I hare duly received your letter 
of September 13th enclosing draft of Cession from 
the City to the Royal Institution for the Advancement 
o.i uearning* I have handed this to the Bursar,
“r* A» P* S. Classco, who Is responsible for the 
necessary arrangements concerning its signature.
I have written to the City authorities expressing 
our gratitude*

• ith thanks also to you, 

Believe me.

Yours faithfully,

Principal*

'

mm
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September 18th, 1932#

Hla Worship Fernande R inf ret. 
The Mayor of Montreal#

My dear Mr# Rinfrets-

May I, on behalf of the
University, express our sincere appreciation of the 
Cession authorized at your meeting on the ?th of 
September# The grant of this piee?of land evidences 
once more the friendly feeling of the City at large 
for McGill University. I twast that as the years 
go ty this feeling will become still stronger, and 
that the University will be able to increase still 
further its value to the community in which its 
work is carried on#

Yours faithfully.

Principal#

l "ks
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K Executive Committee

Cilj^ Hallmm
VtX ’ /

y

Aldermen

Maurice Gabias, m. la., chairman
A^A. DesRoches

Alfred Legal lt

Joseph Monette

Lionel O Bell
Montreal September 16, 1932, &

I ■

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G 
Principal, McGill University, 
Montreal.

K.C.B.,• t

Sir,

I just wish to inform you that your 
letter of the 15th instant duly reached us and to 
thank you for the kind words it contains. I shall 
indeed be pleased to give cognizance of your 
communication to my colleagues of the Executive 
Committee.

I beg to remain, Sir,
Yours sincerely,

Chairman of the Executive Committee.

WÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ^ÊÊÊBÊBjÊMmmmm.
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■

The Editor,
Moaill Daily.

Dear Sir : -
My respect and admiration for the esprit 

de oorps of the student-body of MoGill influences 
me to make some observations and to give some facts 
regarding the proposed Gynmasium-Dormltory Building.

This is not a new subject. It has 
been debated and discussed by Governors, graduates 
and students of the University before either the 
present student-body or myself ever thought of having 
any association with MoGill. Speaking on behalf of 
the Board of Governors and of the other members of 
Corporation I can say that every argument advanced 
in support of the urgent need of dormitories and the 
gymnasium receives our warm approval. It would be 
wrong, unjust and unfair for anyone to charge the 
Board of Governors with indifference regarding the 
provision of this Gymnasium-Dormitory Building, but 
up to the present wo h-ve been unable to find the 
necessary funds to carry on that work. The cost of 
the proposed building is in the neighbourhood of $800,000», but there is available the Douglas bequest ' 
amounting to about $300,000. The annual cost of 
borrowing the net amount ($500,000. ) would be §30,000; 
and had the Board of Governors authorized the erection of such a building it would have been necessary to 
borrow the money for such a purpose or for some other 
purposes which the Board has considered to be more important.

m

You may ask what these purposes are. In November,1920, as the result of an appeal to the 
graduates, the students, and other friends and well- 
wishers of MoGill, there was pledged the amount of, roughly, $6,400,000. It must not be forgotten that



the privilege was granted the donors of paying their 
gifts in instalments spread over five« * , . ,, , years. Theamount already paid in is most satisfactory, "but still 
there is a considerable sum outstanding. In the light 
of past experience it would be too much to hope that 
ever:; oert pledged will be paid, and in their consider­
ation of the funds available the Board of Governors 
must bear this faot in mind.o4., A . . . The first building oper-at.t.onQ authorized by the Board of Governors since the 
campaign w s the extension to the Library.
003t of th extension proper was about $70,000. The 
equipment, which is very costly, and other charges made 
up the balance of '134,000, which was the total amount 
spent. There, are some people who have contended to me 
that an extension to the Library was not as important 
as a Gymnasium-Dormitory Building. Leaving aside the 
question of the difference in cost of the two buildings, 
aad having regard to the disabilities under which the 
Library was labouring, I, personally, do not agree with 
such a contention, but I do not propose to argue that 
matter now.

The actual

The other buildings authorized by the Governors are the Biological Building (already completed), 
the Pathological Building, and the Dental Wing at the 
u. ont real General Hospital, the latter costing $40,000.
The combined cost of the two former will necessitate the 
spending of .917,000. of University funds, or $17,000 

• more than our agreement with the Rockefeller Foundation 
called for, because it must not be forgotten that a 
condition attached to the Rockefeller gift of $1,000,000. 
was that the University would spend $900,000. on Medical 
Buildings. The question whether the Rockefeller Foun­
dation should have attached that condition to its gift 
is riot a matter for discussion. They have paid their 
gift of $1,000,000 and the Board of Governors are ful­
filling their part of the contract.
when buildings already finished and authorized are com­
pleted the capital sum of $1,091,000. will have been 
expended on buildings. Let it not be forgotten that 
the cost of maintenance in oonneotior with all buildings is~E «serious annual charge, 5nd so the gross oost in 
connection with the erection of a building is much more 
than what is actually spent in stone, furnishings and 
equipment.

This means that

Mogill Daily - 2 -
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3MoGlll Dally

At the beginning of the session 1930-21, 
anticipating the result of the campaign, the Board 
of Governors authorized an increase of salary to prac­
tically all members of the administrative and teaching 
staffs, as w.ell as an increase in wages to those other­
wise employed by the University. In addition to that, 
there has been a number of urgently necessary additions 
to the staff; new departments have been added and in» 
creased appropriations made to practically every depart­
ment of the University's activities, and these depart­
ments are far more numerous than the majority of people • 
realize.

Some have contended in conversations 
with me that the Board of Governors had no right to 
authorize a single addition po the staff until the 
Dormitory-Gymnasium Building had been erected. Others 
have contended that increased salaries granted were 
not Justified until the Gymnasium-Dormitory Building 
had been provided, with these contentions, I, for one, 
do not agree at all. The quickest way to make McGill 
University a second-class University is to have a 
second-class staff, eeoond-olass Laboratories, second- 
class Library and second-class administrators. If we 
were willing to remain second-class in these respects 
we might already have had our Gymnasium-Dormitory 
Building, but I doubt if any reasonably minded student, 
graduate or well-wisher of the University would have 
approved of such conduct on the part of the Board of 
Governors* I quite realize that a proper sense of 
proportion must be maintained and that it would be 
inadvisable to postpone the erection of the Gymnasium- 
Dormitory Building until the Staff and everything re­
lating to the aoademic requirements were complete and 
satisfactory in all respects.

The cost of raising salaries and wages, 
of new departments authorized and in existence, of 
increased appropriations to Library and to Laboratories, 
has resulted in an addition annual expenditure of 
nearly 1400,000 in the session of 1922-23 as compared 
with th® session of 1919-20,- the* yesy before the 
campaign. In that period additional revenue of nearly 
$120,000. per annum resulted from the advance in fees.

m ■ *



Oi the one hand you have the student- 
some dœ artraenjis urging.with all the 
command, t 

provision o
+h, + 8f you 1 hoar people
i.r? V" 18 op end g too much of x money on
, T mortar. The Board of Governors does not
v'A.;-» : 0 8 stampeded by the arguments of either party,

1 °?r^irae t0 nnke use of the funds at theiron!P^aLWiîh î?e 0re alm arld o^Jeot of keeping Mo Gill 
one ox vhe leading educational institutions in the 
vorld and tho great national university of Canada.

Body powers 
buildings 
• On 

the criticism

at ofand
the

"ne ^tfTerence, (>280,000 or thereabouts, must be annually provia d and the " * Cv 
annually
four and a half and five""ml ii£ 
the sum of £1,091,000 which has

tion of that sum 
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or five million" dollars
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or four
little
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and one ha f 
is- left of the 
hands after all

that ve y funds which will be in 
ons to the campaign.

It is not the intention of this letter 
ma1'6 "kkat the erection of a Gymnasium-Dormitory 

Building will be postponed for years. Its main purpose 
is to justify the action of the Board of Governors in 
not proceeding with the ereotion of such a building

vï keve made no mention of the accumulated 
made Vr*- v+xfte" at tiie “time the campaignf bt04rî®e8 am0UY3ted to £281,000.X400 ooo ljiî any great detail just how the 
fr , above mentioned is made up, but that, I take
^ripi^ietv iebaîflteroW^?h t?6 student-body can with 
has beeTi* t’^vnn4«»s°1I;'+vCe Xt t0 8a^ that no expenditure beln *iven i£ v^thouï °a™at consideration having
ao^ifIZMl the F1"an0e

was
ueitha*
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.

during the past two years. Let me repeat that the 
student-body or the graduate-body does not contain 
advocates more eager for the erection of the pro­
posed building than are to" be found among the Board 
of Governors; who are giving the most serious, 
consideration to the provision of the necessary ways 
and means.

Yours faithfully,

Principal.

>



658,882.00

1,191,594.00

McGill Universi ty
Gross Expenditure for year 1919/1920

do. do.
(estimated) 1922/1925

Difference
These figures do not include Macdonald College or 
__________Eoyal Victoria College.

Royal Victoria College 
gross expenditure 
estimated for

552,512.00

1918/1920
1922/1925 81,657.00

85,055.00

December 8th 1922

■

■

• •. ->

4

Macdonald College 
estimate for 1919/1920

1922/25
224,518.00
211,000.00

-VW ' ■ . : VSJÎ



December 8th 1922
McGill University

Gross ExpensesGross Receipts
658,882.00686,224.00Year 1919/1920

1,191,394.00Estimate for year 1922/1923 1,110,249.00

552,512.00424,025.00Difference

\
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29 Bellevue Avenue, 

Westmount, P. Q.E
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March 87-1922.

Dear Llrs. Dry ; -

-ne India Council, which was organized in 
^ r' a; undertakes to raise the fu^ds each year toward

e maintenance of our Association work in India / 4 certain 
roewst of toe tadget -e apportions to t„e vrrices departments
‘'"X„wer;tra^ c a J-be tranches, the balance being raised by the 
efforts of the India Com oil. ' v

.v shoeing tne scheme has been prepared a d is row exhib­
ited at the Central Building.

i,e believe that our Board a^d Committee 
members will be glad to assist in the Foreign work by each 
taxing ore or more shares as their "ersonal contribution.

, s convenor of the Educational Committee
"G a? " y°v to pnt this letter or the agenda for your next 
meeting and ask the members of your committee to'make their 
P -onai contribution through the com ittee.

:’ct co*3v^r f
iss Best or at the main office.

The sale
cents to cover one hour 
India.

may

bne money may be left with

of shares is on the plan of fifty 
T s e: pense, of a seoretarys work in

.50 -1 hour 
-1 day
-1 week - 56 shares 

how many snares mill you :- committee t -vhe,

*iV/& ir-8 ine favor of your reply, we remain, 

Very sincerely,

- 1 share
- 8 shares4.00

21.00

President.

Corr. Secretary

y . : , • , >*

f
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i
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NOBBS & HYDE
ARCHITECTS

jn ;'kRCY E. 14 PHILLIPS SQUARE 
Montreal/M GEORGE ff. HY
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April 12, 1922.V A vl>PJ. W, Rosa, Hsq 
^ Chairman,

McGill Gymnasium Committee, 
142 Notre Dame St. W 
Montreal.

'V • »

¥ / • »

V re: Gymnasium, etc McGill University.• »

The question of inevitable duplication 
of certain elements connected with Mther athletics 
or women’s gymnasia facilities was discussed, with a 
view to showing that the present scheme saves the 
necessity of any duplication at this time. Power 
tunnel as against foundations, and brick as against 
stone, were discussed, as also the relative merits

I reviewed the whole history of pro­
posals on the Macdonald property, with a view to 
showing the intimate relation of the Gymnasium 
problem to the development of the Residencies, stat­
ing that, previous to the War the expectation was 
that a large development of the Residencies was 
not far off, while today the prospect was very dif­
ferent. I also pointed out the radical difference 
between the Gymnasium proposals of that date, and 
those of today, and observed that a very considerable 
liant would have to be developed at the Stadium, sooner 
or later, Involving Dressing Rooms, Indoor Playing 
Field, Hockey Arena, Squash Courts, and possibly a 
Drill Hall.

As I told you over the phone on Monday, 
some of the McGill ladies were anxious to discuss the 
'whys and wherefores’ of the Gymnasium problem in de­
tail, so, as you then agreed, I offered a meeting on 
the understanding that Dr. Lamb should be present. 
This meeting took place in our office yesterday 
afternoon. The ladies were:- Lady Drummond, Dr.Helen 
R.Y.Reid, and Mrs. Miller.

Dear Mr. Ross *
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of the University Street and Sherbrooke Street 
sites.

So, you see that the ladies got the 
fullest information I could give on all these 
points of policy and economy.

Dr. Lamb followed, with a very clear 
statement on students’ athletic activities, etc 
and brought out many points with regard to the 
numbers of students partioipating, and their 
location, both in their studies and their res­
idence, which appeared to be new to the ladies.

I understand that they propose discuss­
ing this whole matter at some meeting to be held 
thi week, and I have not the faintest idea,what 
lin they are likely to take, but I hope the danger 
of * mares’ nests' being found has been lessened, by 
the elucidation of the technical points involved.

• »

Yours very truly,

rar/o

n■
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McGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL

U y The Macdonald Physics Building March 29±h, 1922.

Sir Arthur Currie, K.C.B., 
Prinicpal & Vice-Chancellor. 
McGill University.
Bear Si"" lr+hur;

May I he allowed to point out that the 
erection of the combined gymnasium and dormitory build­
ing in the hollow opposite the Union will seriously 
interfere with the adequate lighting of the main research 
laboratories on the three lower floors of the Physics 
Building, which was designed, I believe, on the supposition 
that no building would intervene between it and Sherbrooke 
Street.

These laboratories were placed on the lower 
floors to ensure as much as possible freedom from vibration, 
They receive illumination from three sides, but owing to 
the close proximity of the metallurgical and mining wing 
of the Chemistry Building on the north, and the Forest 
Products laboratory on the east, they depend very greatly 
on light coming from the south. If this light is cut off 
by the proposed building, I am afraid it will be necessary 
to work a great deal by artificial light, which is /Az
unsatisfactory. A research laboratory requires illuminat­
ing approximating to good factory lighting, and this we
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hardly enjoy under present conditions.
May I add that as a graduate of McGill I feel 

very strongly that in the "best interests of student life, 
this occasion of inaugurating social and athletic activities 
on the Macdonald Gtadium should not he postponed in favour 
of a plan which in my opinion we shall regret ten or fifteen 
years hence.

I am,
Yours respectfully,

Z"if

Macdonald Professor of Physics.

■m



Mar oh 
Thirtieth 

1932.

I

Dr. L. V. King, 
Physios Building.

V
Dear Dr. King:-IS

I have your letter of March 29th 
with reference to the proposed erection of a 
combined Gymnasium and Dormitory Building in the. 
hollow opposite the Union.

■

-You claim tfcat the erection of this 
building ill seriously interfere Ltd. the adequate 

, lighting of the main research laboratories on the 
throe lo er floors of the Physics Building. I have 
the architect's assurance that your fears in this 
regard are not well ^rounded.

its
r

In view of the limited amount of 
property owned by Mo 111 1 I cannot agree with the 
contention that no building should intervene between 
the1 Physics Building and Sherbrooke Street.. m

Lot me ass re you, Dr. Sing, that the 
dec!lion to erect the gymnasium in the hollow was 
not arrived at hastil . It was only arrived at after 
a consideration'of the ymnaaium problem for more than 
a year by a special committee appointed for .that pur­
pose - a committee w: ich began its" work with the idea 
of building the gymnasium near the Stadium. The 
decision to build the gymnasium in the hollow was con 
sidered ana agreed to unanimously by the Seans of the 
different Faculties. It was also considered on many 
occasions by the Building Committee, before whom 
ap eared representatives of the student-body urging 
that the gymnasium be ^uilt near the stadium. It 
then came before the Boa d of Governors who did not 
make their decision until after several meetings.

, )
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Those men are not men who decide matters with a view 
to temporary convenience only. The success of their 
lives hP-e been due to their ability tp see far into 
the future.

The matter was also referred to men who 
have haft long experience in such matters in the 
gymnasiums connected with the universities of the 
Baatern States the unanimous opinion was that a
gymnasium, to serve its best -purpose, had nothing 
whatever to do with the rtadium and should he placed 
amors- the other academic buildings,

I am afraid the opinions in this; : ’’/ran; sium
is merely a glorified play house.

I should be .very glad to discus's the 
matter vith you at any time at your convenience.

;You s faithfully.

Principal.

Vf
i

r i
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»
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Dr. h. V. Fing 2
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COPY April 12th,1922.

Mrs. Arthur Fry,
President, Me Grill Alumnae Society, 
29 Bellevue Avenue,
Westmount.

Dear Mrs Fry:

At a Meeting of the Executive Committee 
of the Graduates' Society, which was helf yesterday afternoon, 
the subject of the changed location of the gymnasium site 
fully discussed and Mr.C.D.Fraser, Secretary of the Students' Council, 
was present at the Meeting in order to express the views of the student 
body.

was

It was the unanimous opinion of the Executive Committee 
Ehat under the circumstances the Graduates' Society should support 
the Grovernors' decision.

I think that it was felt that the agitation against 
the Governors' decision is largely due to the fact that at the time 
the Stadium was constructed a definite location on Pine Avenue was 
allotted to the proposed gymnasium and at the time of the financial 
campaign it was more or less definitely stated that the gymnasium

Consequently, the decision to change 
the location to the campus site came as a great surprise and I cannot 
help but feel that if the Governors, before arriving at their final 
decision, had informed the Graduates and student body of the changed 
conditions necessitating the abandonment of the stadium site, their 
decision would have been accepted without question.

would be built on that site.

Yours very truly,

President•
PFS:CT
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COPY April 12th,1922.

C.D.Fraser, Secretary,
Students' Council of McGill University, 
328 Sherbrooke Street, West,
Montreal.

Dear Mr.Fraser:

With further reference to your letter 
of April 8th, I am returning herewith the papers you were kind enough 
to send to me covering the correspondence between the Students' Council 
and the University Authorities in regard to the proposed gymnasium.

As you were present at the Meeting of the Executive Com­
mittee of the Graduates' Society yesterday aPbernoon, it is unnecessary 
for me to explain to you the views of that Committee on the subject which 
resulted in the decision that the Graduates' Society could take no action 
in the matter.

I think that we all feel that the present agitation 
against the campus sight is due to the fact that the Governors had 
several times publicly announced their decision to erect a gymnasium, 
at the stadium site and if they had informed the Graduates and student 
body of the changed conditions requiring the alteration of the original 
plan, their decision would have been accepted by practically all con­
cerned.

Having regard to the personnelof the Building Committee 
which considered the question and the careful investigation they made of 
all the circumstances involved, it seems to me that their decision should 
be accepted as one in the best interests of the University in spite of 
our feeling that it will postpone the future development of Macdonald Park 
which we had hoped would soon become the center of the students' residential 
life.

Yours very truly,

PFS:CT President,
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, I '«ish to assure you, Mrs. ry, ' that
-neir de vision was not come to hastily or ithout x 
.7. Possible consideration of the matter. For your 
in or.rat ion, let me gay that a year ago a committee 

v ag appointed for the purpose of studying all matters 
m connection with the gymnasium.
ap roachod its labour having in mind what we may o&ll 
;ne stadium site, and it was only after close in­

vestigation that they were forced to alter their view, 
ren they had come to their decision I went into the 

’•hole matter thoroughly and agreed with them, but 
before it was placed before the General ^uildinr Com­
mittee or the Foard of Governors, I called the Deans 
in consultation and they all agreed with the decision 
of the gymnasium committee.

That committee1

The matter then vent before the Building 
Committee composed of Mr. -eatty, Mr. A.J.Brown, Mr.

. 0. G. well, Mr. J. 7. loss, Mr. He ard ill non, Mr.
"Pirks <.-d Colonel Herbert Mol son, though the latter 
was v>ot "present owing to his absence in England. This

J

I

Zz—
LrCxJ.J-i^'&yy

YYxf"z.V

, March
Thirty-first

1922. Z

*»
.< -

. - '

i

Mrs. H. Inez-R.Fry,
President, McGill Alumnae Society,

estmount, _ue*

Dear Mrs. Fry:-

, ... _ 1 have your letter, of the 23rd of
^î&roh with reference to the decision of the Board 
of Governors as to the site of the 
and dormitory. new gymnasium

_ , , _ Froro Mrs. "ve I received her memorandum
nfvl: r®ply thereto I s id I should he only too 
7 "L v0 have the privilege of appearing before the 

Alumnae Society for the purpose of stating to thorn 
e reasons vhioh actuated the Board of Governors.
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Puilding Committee debated the matter of the gymnasium 
site at three meetings, at one of which they met 
representatives from the student-body. In the inter/al 
between two of those meetings I called a meeting at 
whicv were present about thirty representative students, 
Mr. Ross and Dr. Lamb, where all views we retired. -The 
Poard' of Governors cons 1"erod it at two o. their 
meetings before a final decision was made.

I may say that v e have consulted with 
College Presidents and with the leaders in Physical 
Education and students’ athletics of many of the 
loading universities of the eastern states,» The 
opinion of these mon was unanimously in .gr ement wiuh 
the decision to which the'Board of Governors had come.

The opinion amongst those at Me >111 
and i« the leading universities of the United t .fcs 
ho have given doop study to the luootion of student 

athletic aotivities is that there is nothini~ common 
between a stadium and a gymnasium, and that^if physical 
education is over to attain the dignified place it 
deserves, the gymnasium must be placed a conga the .other 
academic buildings.

I

/

■■■■m
wim Mto- -

• b-.

You spea> of the opinions you have heard

SESasSSau&Esptof Governors had come to the proper decision. Mayy 
of these students have stated that the serioas-toinking 
students of the University are generally ^ - vour °- 
the decision, though we alG realise that^those students 
most closely associated with football ana track activities 
favour the stadium site. ïe have given the assurr-ce 
to those students that e will erect at the stadium a 
building giving them the facilities for shower baths, 
dressing rooms, etc., so urgently required there*
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^ohody appreciates "botter than I do tho 
value of tho continued sympathetic interest and 
«apport of such an Influential "body as you represent

understand thoroughly the
reasons w>ioh have influenced those rho have made the 
decision you will give your*whole-hearted rap ort and 
loyalty to what has been decided as a policy.

"ith all good vi -hes and many tharfks
/ for your letter, I om * t

'.ver*yours faithfully,
■

!

Principal.
/
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/
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1

Mrs. A. s. T-:ve,
490 ountein avenue, 
e-tmount, ue.

t
t

Be'ar rrg. ;ve : -

i
/ ,

outlined in the memorandum.
1

Yçurs faithfully,t m« »
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March
twenty-ninth

1922.
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Much Interest has he en she vim by the 

members of the Graduates' Society and others in the recent 

decision of the Board of Governors of McGill LMvarsity to 

erect the new gymnasium and dormitory building on the site 

between the Physios Building and "herbrooke -treet. 

very gratifying to the ^oard that the graduates have taken 

this interest as it values very highly the opinions and 

suggestions that can be received in this way. Jt 

unfortunate that opportunity was not given to ycrftk Society to 

discuss the matter before a decision was arrived at, but it 

was felt at the time that proper consideration was being given 

to all phases of the question.

It is

porh&ps

Macdonald Park has always bo en looked upon 

as the site for the gymnasium and the original sketch plans for

the development of the Park have shewn the Gymnasium erected 

thereon. The Gymnasium Building Committee in making its re­

commendation, and the Board of Governors in making its decision, 

did so only after a very thorough study of present and future 

likely coalitions, and the changed view point regarding the

purpose of a gymnasium that has come about since the original 

plan was proposed some ten 

W.30»TS3

years ago.

The : re vail in p- conception existing then 

was that the physical program was a thing more or less divorced

' * J#]wïS

1
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from matters academic and was participated in by the students 

at the conclusion of their day's program 1^ the University, 

educational advantages to he derived from properly supervised

The

physical activities have not been fully realised until a oom-

The gymnasium and the athletic field,paratively recent date, 

therefore, have been looked upon more or less as luxuries and 

as providing facilities for athletic activities.

The whole attitude towards physical education 

has changed, in that it is now fully recognised that the objective 

should be education of the whole individual and not trailing for 

one particular purpose. The educational program should, there­

fore, provide opportunities for the development of neglected 

organic and neuro-muscular growth, co-ordination and control; for 

the numerous character building influences of practical activities; 

for the maintenance and preservation of the efficiency of the 

human machine In preparation for the stress rd strain of later 

life; for the instruction in matters of health and hygiene and for 

the provision of means whereby the temporarily unfit student may 

be scientifically oarod for and returned to his normal health.

The program involves a very close relation to the 

life of the students, both in and out of the diversity buildings. 

It means a consideration theoretically of suoh subjects in hygiene

It means further a close study of each 

individual student to determine the particular requirements of the 

individual so that the proper type of activity may be indulged in

■i
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as the causes of disease.
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stimulate and maintain hio organic vigor, 

remedial physical defects may ve
conduct of these activities 

for moral education, the intimate 

activities have with the

which would tend to 
and that the student who has

It is in thefor.properly prescribed 
that much opportunity is afforded

that supervisors of practical
unlimited opportunities in t-is connection.

contaot 
individual, offering

and carrying out such a program,
hy Dr. Meylan of Columbia 
and Universities of the

In developing 
according to investigations carried or 

University, 90> of the larger Colleges 
United States regard this work v 
that definite credits are given for the

Physical Education so highly
theoretical and practical

equal haste with work that 
University vill adopt 

ade quately this 

student body and 
will he given students for 

considered that the super­

work done♦ the work "being rated cn --n
It is felt that ouris strictly academic.

in the near
valuable contribution to

work in Physical .-duoation. 

athlete is n<*t
dividual who possesses a sound, vigorous

full knowledge 
individual may do hie share in the prevention

future regulations recognising aore
the futur'q life of our

It is
the idoal of the Department, hut rather tee in-

organic system with a
so that eachof the laws of health and hygiene,

of sickness and

disease.
Gymnasium Building Committee carefully oor!“ 

that would he made of the building by the ge
The

•neral
aidered the use
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student body and attached a great deal of importance to the faot 
that the vast majority of the undergraduates do 

iv> outdoor athletic activities and it is these

Vnot participate 

stud ente who are

n
particularly in need of properly supervised

sidération given to the problem was kov: could these modern 

objectives be best accomplished 

be received by the greatest number.

exercise. The con-

so that the greatest good would

B 'ymnagium
Puilding Committee, hue been either Chairman or a member of

erection of five 

and related to dor- 

gymnasia in a great 
mnry citieB ar,d 18 altogether eminently qualified to render expert 
judgment in such matters.

then intermittently until 1920.

met. weekly for two months early in 1921 and since 

hud many meetings and. the members have devoted 

time and thought to the problem.

Committees responsible for the 3*rm$±±mt study and 

different gymnasia including swimming pools 

mitories.

m

He has also visited and studied

Plans were studied in 1913 and 1914

The Symnasium -uildlng Committee

that time it has■■

u great deal of

A number of schemes were studied from time to time 
until it became apparent that the original plan for a combined 

gymnasium and drill hall could not be realized and that the 

gymnasium would have to be erected irresp ctive of n drill hall. 

It vas at first hoped that the actual building operations might
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I
be commeneed in the Spring of 1921, but, owing to the abnormally 
high cost of building, it was decided finally to delay the con­
struction until 1922.

Among the more important considerations studied 
by the Committee and upon which their recommendation was based

1. Inter-class, Ifiter-Faoulty nd some representative tears 
activities must be conducted o-n the lower campus as the Stadium 
can only accommodate but a few more than are at present using it. 
These activities are English lugby and Soccer, Tennis, Baseball, 
Skating and Hockey (until the new rink is erected). In most of 
these activities the students indulge only twice a week, although 
on the f'tadium the use will be a daily one » consequently a. ere at 
many more students will be active or the lower campus. Dressing 
rooms would be necessary and this with other considerations would 
necessitate the erection of an auxiliary building, with equipment 
nd. a duplication of administration ; whereas, adequate dressing

rooms and showers would be quite satisfactory at the ftadium, 
and these could be placed more conveniently than suggested under 
the- original plan. The Board of lovemors has agreed that the 
erection of adequate dressing rooms at the rtedium is quite
essential and this accommodation will be available for next Autumn.

ith the limited aocommod?tio>-> at present available,2.

1.
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required work is now being conducted for 
two years, but the requirements of 0

Students of tho first 
orporation call for work for

n

the first three years. Laok of aeoommodation is the only 
"hy ,hyoioal jduoation is not given 
The present program is only made possible

reason
to students of the third 

by the fact that
year.

a one
schedule can be used for practical

dan leave any of the buildings 

gymnasium, and return

hour period in the academicy

work. A student at the present time

on the lower Campus, take his period in t e
lor a lecture at a succeeding hour. This program could not be■

carried on satisfactorily if the building 
the "tadium on Macdonald Park 
erected on the lower Campus.

m were erected adjoining 
unless an auxiliary gymnasium were
11 -n ould~1>e impossible to conduct - a

gymnasium ola&B- per iod im- 
ts situated in the neighbourhood of-the

one hour aa ear be done if the building 

other academic buildings, 
fvlt that great difficulty would be experienced in securing 

t. c hours from the academic time tables during which a gymnasium
period could be held, 
can be made with the Faculties

.minently more satisfactory arrangements

concerning time tables and the hour 
devoted to this work can be used to far greater advantage in 
striving towards the objectives already outlined, 
building conveniently situated the question 
ttlle for practical physical activities which will fit in with the

3ven with the
of arranging a time

academic time tables of the eight Departments or Faculties is an 
extremely complex It is highly desirable that all the 
required class work be conducted between the hoars of 9 A.M, and

one.iI
I

fa. M
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4 P.M. so that the hours from 4-7 ?,*. are available for voluntary 

exercise and competitive athletics, thus leaving the evening free 

for study.
The Pohool of Physical Education has, this session, 

a record enrolment of B3 full time students in the first year 

and 5 full time students in the second, year, there being more

3.

than twice as many first year students as any previous session.

The demand for graduates is greater 

It is the only School of its kind in
The total registration is 70. 

than the fchool can supply.
Canada, and is almost certain to maintain its present standing

As the length of the school course isand even continue to grow, 
extended there must he a still further interlocking of the

schedule with the academic work of the first and second years in 

such subjects as English, Physics, Chemistry, Psychology, etc.

If a separate Department O" vl i / of Vacation Is established 

in the future to take care of such departments and phases of 

education as the Aohool of f'oolal Service, "chool for Graduate 

mrees, Department of eligious ; ducation and Education proper, 

it seems that the logical place for the School of Physical 

Education will be in this newly formed Department or Baculty, 

provided that sufficient opportunity is given for the special 

subjects and practical work that must necessarily be on the Time 

In such a school there must be a judicious alternating 

of practical and theoretical work which can only occur if the

Table.

I

if
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building in which the practical work is conducted is in close %proximity to the academic buildings. Wi

4. The Health Service for 
receive free medical attention has 
factor in the life of the 
1600 consultations have been 
the homes of students 
Hospital, 
rot be carried 
to Pine *venue.

Students through which steshm?a 
proved to be a very important

undergraduate. Tor the session 1921-22, 
helri, ,350 visits have been made to

and 150 students have been 
The consultations which

referred to
occur chiefly at noon could 

on nearly as satisfactorily if students had to go

5. ihe Toard of -overnors look on the gymnasium as a most 
important and integral part of the University, to be erected 
m inly for the benefit of all but especially for the needy students 
and Tor the development of a Department of Physical Education of 
real scientific value no-related to all the other Faculties, 
recognizes the importance of the fact that our young men of to-day 

deplorably physically inefficient.

It

are The medical examinations 
conducted in Canada during the war brought to lisrht the fact 60$ 
ot those examined were unfit for service; 60,; of the conditions
7hioh were cound were remediable if proper measures had been taken 
for their correction earlier in life. The Board further recognizes 
tne fact that the welfare of the mass is the chief consideration

and that if the gymnasium Is not offering the fullest opportunities
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for the development of neglected organic and muscular growth,
xor character hullding influences, for instruction in health

and hygiene and for the maintenance and preservation of 

efficiency of the human machine; if it is not doing thene
the

things
for the general student tody, it is rot fulfilling the functions

expected of it by the University. The hoard, therefore, regards 
the gymnasium largely as an academic building and as such it should 

find its place in the group of other academic buildings surround­
ing the campus.

6. From an examination of the returns shewing the 
rlf-ee ot residence of the student-body the Foard found that 46#> 

ol the students either have their homes or live with relatives in 

. .o^tre&l, £5/U of the remainder live close to the lower Campus in 

such buildings as Strathcona Fall, ^oyal Victoria College, the 

1resbyterian, iocosan, ssleyan and Congregational Colleges, and 

"'ivl -'paternities, the majority of which ar er to V- e

lower campus than to fine If this condition continues to 
prevail,and it is more tha^ likely that it will, it follows that 

the loser campus will always remain the centre of student activities

venue.

rit ' c 'ille Th0 buildings which provide accommodation for the 

students in Arts, Applied faience,

first two years; in Medicine
law, Huaio, Commerce, and the 

are grouped about the lower campus.

be set apart from thisThere is no reason why the gymnasium should

group.

mm
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The above conclusions are all based upon what

must be the permanent policy of the University.
Jr'0-< * c~f~s
figures influencing the ^oard to come to its conclusion are based

-ddi tional

more or less o- what mi=?ht be regarded as temporary policy, 

nevertheless they had their weight. During the recent campaign 
for funds many subscribers evidenced a keen desire to see dor­

mi loriot erected as soon as possible and with this view the Foard 

most warmly sympathizes, 

pressing importance.
Other matters, however, were of more 

It was necessary to put the salaries of the 
Professors and the other members of the teaching staff on a
reasonable basis, to make large appropriations to the various 

faculties and departments i- order that they might effectively 

carry on their work, to erect additional laboratories, to 

enlarge the library, ônd to provide addition*! class-room aooommo- 

These matters demanded the Immediate attention of thedation*
Governors, even though it meant delay in the almost equally 
important âevelôpment of dormitory ceomiodatf or for the students.

It therefore became quite apparent that many years must elapse 
before the full development of Macdonald Park as a place for 

students' residences could be carried out.

I

It is unnecessary 
for me in this article to etter into the question of the cost 
of thoidevelopment, but I mj say that it was prohibitive to make,

at least at this time, even a beginning there, 
to the benefactions of the late Pr. James Douglas it was found

however,

MHi
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possible to provide dormitory accommodation for 95 students if 
the rooms formed part of the gymnasium building.

The combination of a gymnasium and dormitories 
i’- one building makes a decided savins possible, particularly in 
the matters of administration, o; er tion, control, and heating one 
building fig ag< Inst two. Furthermore, certain facilities or 
requirements of a gymnasium and dormitories are identical, such 
as lavatories, smoking a«d common rooms, administration offices, 
caretaker's quarters and laundry department. erecting the 
building on Sherbrooke *"troot places it directly opposite the 
Union, which means that certain features of dormitory buildings, 
auoh aa reception, lounge and billiard xaraani and dining rooms, 
already existing in the "niort, are available to those living in 
'.he dormitory part of the gymnasium building. The gymnasium will 
"O doubt be used as a Convocation Hall, a theatre, a concert and 
examination hall until better facilities arc provided. hen used 
Tor these purposes the ^horbrooko Street site will bo found more 
convenient than a site at the Stadium. The matter of heating is 
E ■■ mail but important item "S the building can be more economi­
cally heated if built on Sherbrooke street than on Pine venue.

T-~ conclusion let me say that the decision 
arrived at by the Governors was taken only after long and serious 
eonsid ration of all the factors bearing on the problem. n

n

?»

Ü
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addition to toe study of the question given by the gymnasium 

^•^•1 i10^ -oramittes, more than twenty different meetings and 

conferences have been held this year and at these meetings the
.

various aspects of the problem were,discussed. finally, the
matter came before the Several building Committee of the Foard of

Governors, and after discussins* the matter at three separate

meetings, that body determined to recommend to the Foard of 

Governors the Sherbrooke Street site. Before making their final 
recommendation the General Building Committee asked that further 

conferences be held with the Students' Council, with the Deans, 

and other repretentative University bodies.

considered the matter at two meetings and unanimously endorsed 
the Sherbrooke Streot site.

The Board of Governors

The chief considerations from the standpoint 
oi those students who made any representations on the matter 

seemed to be twofold:
1). The neces ity of providing adequate facilities in the 

way or dressing rooms, lavatories and ^bower baths for track and 

team events at the Stadium.

The linking up of athletic activities and dormitories 
in the belief that Macdonald Park would become the centre of 

student life at McGill.

2).
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The first will he provided in closer 

proximity to the track and rtedium than if provided in a 

gymnasium on Pine Avenue.

xS regards the second, the opinion has 

already been expressed that the centre of : tuflont life at 

McGill will remain for many years, nd pos ibly for all time, 

at the lower oampus.

I wish to thank the Graduate foeiety for 

tho interest they have shewn in thin matter and for the 

opportunity of making thi -.tatemont, and I believe they will 

recognize the importance of the factors which influenced the 

•oard of Governors in making its decision.

A,..Currie

Principal.

, »?_ 
Iii.'È

*•
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MEMORANDUM RE LOCATION OR GYMNASIUM AND DORMITORY
BUILDING.

Much interest has been shorn hy the members of 
the Graduates' Society and others in the recent decision.of the Board of 
Governors to erect the new arymnasium and dormitory building on the site 
between the Physics Building'and Sherbrooke St. It is very gratifying 
to the Board that the graduates have taken this interest as it values 
very highly the opinions and suggestions that can be received in this way. 
It is perhaps unfortunate that opportunity was not given your Society to 
discuss the-matter before a decision was arrived at, but it was felt at 
the time that proper consideration was being given to all phases of the 
question.

Macdonald Park has always been looked upon as the 
site for the gymnasium and the original sketch plans for the development 
of the Park hâve shown the Gymnasium erected thereon. The Gymnasium 
Building Committee in making its recommendation, and the Board of 
Governors in making its decision, did so only after a very thorough study 
of the present conditions and the changes that had been brought about 
since the original plan was proposed.

OBJECTIVES

d that the purposes for which a modernIn this study the Committee fopio. that the purposes for which a modern 
gymnasium are used differ very]much indeed to those that were understood 
ten years ago. The prevailing/auntil quite recently, was that the physical 
program was a thing more or less divorced from matters academic and was 
participated in by the students at the conclusion of their day's program 
in the University.1 _ The educational advantages to be derived from properly
supervised physical activities have not been realized as much,as they 
should until a comparatively recent date. The gymnasium and the athletic 
field have, therefore, been looked upon more or less as luxuries and free 
activities in which any one felt free to participate as they so desired.

The whole attitude toward Physical Education has changed, in that it is 
fully recognized that it is education of the whole individual and_ not 
training for one particular objective. The educational program snould,. 
therefore, provide opportunities for the development of neglected organic 
and neuro-muscular growth, co-ordination and control; for the numerous 
character building influences of practical activities ; for the maintenance 
and preservation of the efficiency of the human machine in preparation *or 
the stress and strain of later life ; for the instruction in. matters of 
health and hygiene and for the provision of means whereby the temporarily 
unfit student might be scientifically cared for and returned to his 
normal health.

The program means a very close relation to the life of the students, both 
in and out of the University buildings. It means a consideration theore­
tically of such subjects in hygiene as the causes of disease. It means 
further a close study of each individual student to. determine the ^ 
particular requirements of the individual so that the proper type o ______ ____■____  _________ JfBSmm the proper'-"type*^-in­
activity might be indulged in which would tend to stimulate and maintain 
his organic vigor and that those students who have remediaole physical 
defects might be properly prescribed for. It is in the conduct of these 
activities that much opportunity is afforded for moral.education, the 
intimate contact that supervisors of practical activities have 'itn the 
individual, offering unlimited opportunities in this connection, mi v- e 
developing and carrying out of such a program, according to inves 
carried on by Dr. Meylan of Columbia University, 90 o of the larger 
0olle°-es and Universities of the United States are rating this work in 
Physical Education in such a manner that definite credits are ^iven fo

îàiis!lSîï£tworic !fittNl0|l?f=ÆrLt°a2SE?d r/iei! ïhafoS? “ 69



of the Grymnasium Building Committee,
, 0 . oa„ 01.thAr chairman or a member of Committees responsible for the 
has been either Cnair .^n alffe-ent gymnasia including swimming pools study erection of five aiii ^ Tlsltea an4 atudled gymnasia
and related to dormi .ones. - ,ptn„r errtnentlv Qualified to render in a great many t05?^f,4?e Itudie! in 1913 and 1314
expert gagment in suoh ter . Oymnasium Building Committee met
then intermittently until 1 ^ since that time it has had
S^fin^aa great deal of time and 
thought to the problem.

Mr. John W. Ross the Chairman

A number of schemes were studied f - cimbinsd ^ymnasium and drill hall 
apparent that the original plan -.or - the gymnasium would have to be 
would have to be discontinued and t s0 Vre' sing were the demands for 
erected irrespective of a 4rHl hall. So Pre ^nial Campaign the 
the gymnasium that on the completion 0- -n a jT00d case to the
Gymnasium Building Committee was a ole wa8 earmarked for
General Building Committee that anwas 2-ain commenced yea 
the buildings, and the study - actual build ins: operations ight
qgo. It was at first hoped that the ^tual tQ tge abnormally high
be commenced in the Spring ot j.vcl -y > àelay the construction
cost of building, it was decided finally vO
until 1922.

The Committee ear fully considered the use that o 1 be made of the 
"hn -n d in » bv the g neral student body and attache x ea - aeai °- 
importance to the fact that the vast majority of t e undergraduates 
Hd not participate in outdoor athletic activities and it was these 
studentsPwho were particularly in need of properly supervised exercise.

«nnsi deration plven to the problem was how could these modern 
Hieotives ïe Ct ’accomplishel so that the greatest good would be 
received by the greatest numoei.

REAS OR3 ffOR CHARGE
studied by the Committee and 

the folloxving-:-Among the more important considerations 
upon which their recommendation was based were

1. Inter-class, Inter--faculty and
n^oa^wRa few more ^ are at present using it These 
activities will be Bn=:^?h ^ugty and boccer lennis,^ ^
Skating and Hookey (until uie ggg.*, b anly claying twice a
of these activities the etuAente Jtfill y nrlp
rSéat^^e^tuienïs’ wilfbf active

at the Stadium, and these coaid . > _ __ mh#» Board of Governors 
than suggested under the original p^.g iresslng r0oms at the 
has agreed that the erection^ hoped that this accommodation
Stadium is cmite 
will be available next Rail-. •V

STUDY OR SITUATIOR

SYMRASIUM BUILD IRC COMMITTEE

will not be Ion:-? in adopting regulations which will 
this valuable contribution to the future li-.e of our 
and that definite point credits and ranking will be given

It is considered that, the

University 
provide for
student body .
students for work in Physical education.

knowledge of the laws of health and hy-iene, so that each mdividual 
his share in the prevention of sickness and disease.might do

2
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2. With the limited accomodation at present available, required 
work is now being conducted for students of the first two years, 
but the requirements of Corporation call for work for the first 
three years. Lack of accommodation is the only reason why it is 
not at present being applied for students of the third year. The 
present program is only made possible by the fact that a one hour 
period in the academic schedule can be used for practical work.
A student at the present time can leave any of the buildinars on 
the lower Campus, take his period in the gymnasium, and return for 
a lecture at a succeeding hour. This program could not be carried 
on if the building is erected adjoining the Stadium on Macdonald 
Park unless an auxiliary gymnasium is erected on the lower Campus.
It would be impossible to conduct a gymnasium class period in one 
hour as could be done if the building were situated in the neigh­
bourhood of the academic buildings. It is felt that great 
difficulty would be experienced in securing two hours from the 
academic time tables during which a gymnasium period could be held. 
Eminently more satisfactory arrangements could be made with the 
Faculties concerning time tables so that the hour devoted to this 
work could be used to far greater advantage in striving toward the 
objectives already outlined. Even with the building conveniently 
situated the question of arranging a time table for practical 
physical activities which will fit in with the academic time 
tables of the 8 Departments or Faculties is an extremely complex 
one. It is highly desirable that all the required class work should 
be conducted between the hours of 9 A.M. and 4 P.M. so that the 
hours from 4-7 P.M. might be set aside for voluntary exercise 
and competitive athletics, thus leaving the evening free for study.

m

3. The School of Physical Education has, this Session, a record en­
rollment of 23 full time students in the first year and 5 full time 
students in the second year, there being more than twice as many

The total registra-
The demand for graduates is greater than the School

first year students as any previous session, 
tion is 70.
can supply. It is the only School of its kind in Canada, and is 
almost certain to maintain its present standing or even continue 
to grow. As the length of the School course is extended there 
must be a still further interlocking of the Schedule with the 
academic work of the first and second years in such subjects as 
English, Physics, Chemistry, Psychology, etc. If a separate 
Department or Faculty of Education is established in the future 
to take care of such departments and phases of education as the 
School of Social Service, School for Graduate Purses, Department 
of Eeligious Education and Education proper, it seems that the 
logical place for the School of Physical Education should be in 
this newly formed Department or Faculty, provided that sufficient 
opportunity is given for the special subjects and practical work 
that must necessarily be on the Time Table. In such a school 
there must be a judicious alternating of practical and theoretical 
work which can only occur if the building in which the practical 
work is to be conducted is in close proximity to the academic 
buildings.

4. The Health Service for students through which students receive
free medical attention has proved to be a very important factor

’"or tne cession iemi-22,1600
consultations have been hhld, 250 visits have been made to the 
homes of students and 150 students have been referred to Hospital. 
The consultations which occur chiefly at noon could not be 
carried on nearly as satisfactorily if students had to ro to 
Pine Avenue.

in tho Xirfer o T «W tmdererradTîatiC.
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tolldïtotlt^kiœSintiecmsiàer”ïo5 the heatin?,' lighting and other 
facilities which would he required, and which would most economically 
be developed as a whol • If the dormitories were not erected or 
many years it would se m to do away with one of the chief arguaments 
for erecting the gymna ium on the proposed location, one late Dr. 
James Douglas however, has left the sum of -3200,000, since increased 
to about |275*000, for the erection of dormitories. For two reasons 
it was considered wise to add this amount to the sum allotted ~or 
the erection of the gymnasium.

It was also discovered that roughly 45% of the students were 
residents of Montreal, that another 20% (say 600) lived in accommo­
dations close to the Campus, such as the Strathcona .all Tresby- 
terian, Diocesan, Wesleyan and Congregational Colleges while those 
"'ivin-v in the Fraternities were situated about equal distance ro either the HRs or EiacCLOnaia Tarir, and It was estimated the

n« situated about equal distance From
either the Oaffipus or tiacuonaia Tarir, and It was estimated the ^ 
large proportion of the balance lived either west and south of 
Sherbrooke St. or as close, if not closer to the Campus than to 
Macdonald Park.

Further if the building combined dormitories certain features 
occunving large spaces, such as reception, lounge, smoking and

Union which arrangement would, in turn, greatly benefit the -nion. 
This would naturally mean that residence for a far greater number 
of"students can be provided at much less cost.

U) appear ITbfW°Ul4 

two buildings with separate foundations, roofing, etc. 
there certainly would he a very decided saving in the cost 
of administration, operation and contro^ of one building 
as against two.

and

During the Campaign many subscribers evinced a keen sympathy
with the idea of erecting as soon as possible, Dormitories, which, 
by the way, had the hearty approval of the Board of Governors.
Other matters, however, seemed of even more paramount importance 

salaries of the Professors and teaching staff had to be placed 
on a reasonable basis, enlarged appropriations had to be made to 
the various Faculties and Departments so that they might .
effectively carry on their work and great pressure was received for 
extension of almost every building, for sufficient appropriations 
to house and teach the largely increased number of students _ 
registered. These were matters which must receive the immediate 
attention of the Governors, even should it delay an almost equally 
important development of dormitory accommodation for the students. 
It*therefore became quite apparent that it might be m|^ Fears be­
fore the development of Macdonald Park, costing some .fi>5,000,uou 
could he carried out, especially in regard to the erection of 
dormitories.

The
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* 6V The centre of student life is unquestionably the old Campus as
in addition to the Faculties of Arts, Science & Music, the first 
year students of the Faculty of Medicine have most of their 
work in these buildings.

7. If the gymnasium is to be used as a convocation hall, theatre, 
concert or examination hall until proper facilities are erected, 
it would be much more accessible if built on Sherbrooke St.

8. General Heating:- It was proposed to extend the system of central 
heating from the power house to the buildings erected on Macdonald 
Park. This question was carefully gone into as contrasted with a 
separate heating system in the gymnasium building. It was found 
that the cost of the heating system of the gymnasium would amount to 
about $40,000 and entail an annual charge for separate administration 
reserve boilers, etc. Against this the development of the central 
heating to Macdonald Park would cost in the neighbourhood of $50,000 
or $60,000 as it would have to be carried out on a scale to provide 
for the dormitories when erected, while if building was erected on 
the Campus next to the Conservâtorium of Music, the mains for the 
steam heating and the conduits for the lighting are at present 
extended as far as the Physics Building and it would only mean
100 ft extension to meet the requirements of the gymnasium and 
dormitories. The possible extra cost of the building on the campus 
on account of the foundation and the use of stone instead of brick 
would probably offset this saving. Of course any other building 
erected on this site later would have to bear these expenses, so 
that they are only anticipated.

ARCHITECT'S REPORT

.
7

In order that all possible information might be forthcoming concerning 
the location of the building, the Architects were asked to prepare 
sketch plans and report upon the two possible sites, namely University 
St. in the rear of the Conservatorium of Music and facing Sherbrooke 
St. just west of the Conservâtorium.

The Architects' report dated January 30,1922, stated that the property 
on University St. could be used only if the 60 ft lot north of this 
side were added and then only with more inconvenience than the Sher­
brooke St. site. The report continues, " In each scheme the kHsactiten 
accommodation is identical in area; the cubic contents are about the 
same ; there is little (if any) difference in the cost of construction; 
there is a considerable degree of convenience in one scheme over the 
other in the matter of relation of parts to existing buildings and 
possible future buildings; and there is very great architectural 
advantage in one scheme over the other, such advantages as there are 
being all in favour of the Shérbroôke St. site. We therefore have 
the honour to recommend the Sherbrooke St. site as a solution for the 
general acceptance at this time."

MEETINGS since January lr1922

Since Jan. 1,1922 eighteen (18) different meetings and conferences 
have been held at which the various aspects of the problem have been 
discussed. These meetings included the Deans of the various Faculties, 
members of the teaching staff, Students' Council, Students' Athletic 
Association and Alumnae Society.

RE CO MMlSmPAT I OH

After several meetings and careful consideration of the.facts of the 
case, the Gymnasium Committee came to the unanimous decision to re­
commend to the General Building Committee that the gymnasium be. 
erected on Sherbrooke St. adjacent to the Conservatoriuin o._ Music.
After fully discussing the matter the General Building vommittee /un­
animous ly endorsed thé recommendation of the General Committee with the 
request that it be submitted to a meeting of the Deans of the Faculties 
This meeting was called to which the Deans and some half dozen other 
professors were invited, and after discussing the matter they also 
unanimously endorsed the recommendation of the Gymnasium Building 
Committee which was finally approved by the Board of Governors.
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You will therefore realize that the problem has been most 
carefully studied, that the decisions were not hurriedly 
arrived at; further, that it has been studied in relation 
not to one feature only, but to many with which it is 
related, and also that it is along the line of movement which 
has put McGill in the forefront of Canadian Universities in 
physical education, seeking to avoid the baffling situation 
which has developed in connection with the athletics of 
hundreds of the Universities and Colleges of the United Stateâ 
and which is causing very grave apprehension as to the outcome. 
In order that you may be well seized with the information which 
led to the decision I am glad to lay this information before 
you, and will be glad to further elaborate any details or 
answer any questions which may arise in your consideration.

CONCLUSION

The chief considerations from the standpoint of the students seem 
to be two-fold.

1. To provide adequate facilities for team and track 
dressing rooms at the Stadium.

2 To co-relate the athletic equipment and dormitories 
as the centre of student life at Macdonald Park.

Both of these are excellent but the first can be better provided 
for by erecting suitable dressing rooms in closer proximity vo the 
track and Stadium.

The centre of student life to-day is indisputably at the campus ; it 
remain -there for many years and possibly for all time.will

The Board of Governors look, on the Erected mainly^o^the

EE#;iBEslBllipiSr
physically inefficient. The 360,000 medical examinations conducted 
in Canada during the wa brought to light the fact ^hat 180,0 
or 50‘fo of them w re unf t for service; 60';6 of the conditions wmch

e if proper measures had been taken ior 
in life. The Board further recognizes the.

is the chief consideration and that

werewere 
their
fact that the welfare of the mass 
if the gymnasium is not offering the fullest opportunities ^ or 
the development of neglected organic and muscular growth, :or. 
character building influences, for instruction in health and hygiene 
and -for the maintenance and preservation of the efficiency of the 
human machine; if it is not doing these things for the general 
student body, it is not fulfilling the functions expected of it 
"by the University.
She Board of Sovemora and I feel yeiy leimlf ifflfWJW tn tn*
broader aspects of the problem and we are firmly convinced at mi 
Department of Physical Education, supervising as it does all me 
physical activities in the University, can perform its.duties 
much more satisfactorily and efficiently if the Gymnasium building 
is located on the lower Campus.

I wish to thank you for the interest you have shown; for the opportun­
ity of making this statement and trust that you will recognize the 
importance of the factors which led the Board to make its decision. s

May 8,1922
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H3M9HAÏÏDÜM HE LOCATION OF 3YMNASIUK AK1 DOHMI'TOHY
BUILDIITG.

ihteh interest has been shown by the members of 
jSoeie.ty and others in the recent decision of the Board 

-overnorejf/ro erec^the new gymnasium and \0‘”ui.tory bi.il "in1- on the site 
between the Physios Building and Sherbrooke it. It is very ^ratifying 
to the Board that the graduates have taken this interest as it values 
very highly the opinions and si ’restions that can be received in this way. 
It is perhaps unfortunate that orportunity was not riven your Society to 
discuss the matter before a decision was arrived at, but it was felt*at 
the time that proner consideration -ras being Tiven to all ph ses of the 
question.

fly
Uaodonald Park has always heen looked uoon as the 

site for the -y-inasium and the orl Inal s’.eteh clans for the development 
of the Park have shown the Gymnasium erected thereon.
Building Oomiittee in making its recommanda

eo5 cicn, did so only, a te: ry thoroui -h studyEftf srrh /1
since the original plan wat nrouosed

The Gymnasium 
on, and the Board of4-4

*: msmof

a^o t
'Sm. leg

0BJE0TIY33'

In this strdd 
gymnast yyyk

/Which a mcraoyîf-

mro cram as a thinu more or lees divorced from matters ao&deaio «01 
participated tin by fvlTOirfs St the conclucion of their day's program 
in the r:iveraity> the ed-..octional advanta-res to .0 ■ erived ’rom rroperly 
suv -vised ■ 1 c: ; j : : • 11 " <; -, . ve 00 : be0 ; 2c., «-s mn?h -t^rr

until - comparatively e o t date. 'hiT ;ynr uuium and the athletic 
field hftve, t'. eref ere, been look 0 ur n more or lcso as luxuries : and 

_aeti

The whole attitude to yard t Bed, , m 
fully '60 ' izeJ t r
trainin - à one lieul* • ejPtearrvàSy^ * 
therefore, provide opportunities for the 
and neuro'-muscular growth, co-ordination and control; 
character build in influences of practical activities;
and preservation bi the ef icienoy of the human machine in preparation for 
the stress and strain of later life;
health and hyrri ne and ’or the 'rovision of means whereby the temporarily 
urvit st [dent mtt/bVt be soientifioallv cared -for and re 0 hie
nc ml health. 0

/..i?he

it is>vW' 
not v*=

e educational program should, 
eveloomént of ne leoted organic 

or the numerous 
•'or the [maintenance

has char; 
whole in

, in

or the instruction in matters of

;&e program close relation to the life of the students , Both
in and out of the University "buildin -c. It means a consideration theore­
tically of eue'-’ subjects in hygiene as the causes of disease. It means 
further a clone study of each individual student to determine the 
particular requireoents of the individual so that the proper tyre 0" 
activity du>y 
his organic n
defects -‘aAA he rope 1: -vesor 1 : or.
activities that u - e.l oetiu q
intimate contact that supervisors of prao les have ith the

dividual, offer"n unlimited opportun!ties i this connection^In -shy 
level00in and carry in out &P trea a - ro m, 10c rdin • 0 invesr : xtions 
carried on by Dr. Meylan of nlvereity, 9Q?£ pf- the la
flollegee and Vniversiii , of ed States .
ihysioal tduertion ir^'icnvreth t definite crafts are tver ror
the. theoretical and. up act i al ror " don:.-,' ssa the ;ork Wlr ted on an eaual b .,s,.s uth work that Is st icily cade Ac. It U felt t at our

be indul ed in which would tend to stimulate and maintain 
or, md that fhJ&e student^ vho h S nmediable physical

It is in the conduct of these
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-rosêntptive team activities 
as the .Stadium can only 
present usinT i . -hese 

i'er.nis, ‘3 seball.
lower

7,1 •f'.'tr1. Inter-class,
'be co

acco lOaate but a few more than are 
activities vi-——e hi dish mb' and 'oooer,

:ating and Hookey (until the new rinh Jr e£s - teCu -1 
of these activities the students ?'vT\<jp—

Ldtt&euxJi on the be a daily one
a vent m:ny more students .''ill be active on t e loner campus. 
Brée^in • rooms would be neoessa y ând this rith other.cons.aera­
tions rould necessitate the e eotion o: an auxiliary builCin ,
.Tith equipment and a duplication of administration, whereas .....
adequate dressing rooms and sho ers would be quite satis %c cry 
at the :tal.' :;jnV and these co .1 be olaoed more conveniently 
than suggested under the original plaji. The hoard of Governors 
has a treed that the erection o" adequate à res sing rooms at <u-e 
:tati m î is /rite esse< bial ' \ this aooom;-odaticn

i A4J**CTz

on

In most
3j

t

Among the more important considerations studied by the Committee --nid 
upon vaich their reOOBBaendation vas bused were the xellowm

33A30H3 POT: 0EÂTT11

A number of schemes ~vjre studied f ’Om time to tine until it became 
apparent that, the , a combined gymnasium and drill hall

aa ^ui that the yarv:r:un 0 1. have 0 -3
erected irrespective of V drill hall.

_hat-on. the otunpl 0 tdjom«e4—-rrr~ ■■■■■.■: I7~ *•*»—?
";o -I -.ittoo abc p f.n_ay fee—s-ae4:ru5k—Kfbd'lsaoe ho—tee

th.t «. a.-.Q,nt of , ■y TJ
r ^ 0 ' ' a "'T '■ rthe bMlün n:l thr../rWiy nf •; ha-r-ota&a 

try*. It .-as at fi si hoped that the actual ouildin operations mi "ht 
be commenced in the Spring of 1921, but, owing to the abnormally m ' 
cost of build!n , it was dec"led finally to delay the construction 
until 19E2,

~77g3 «

Hr. John W. Boss the Chairman o*‘ the Gymnasium luildlng Committee, 
has been either Chairman or a member of Committees responsible for the 
study and erection of five different gymnasia includin swimming cools 
and related to dormitories. He has al 0 visited and studied gymnasia 
in a great many cities nd is alto 'ether eminently qualified to render 
expert judgment in such matters. Plane ere studied in 1913 and 1914 
then intermittently until 1 20. The Gymnasium hiildin 1 Committee met 

eelcl; for two months* early in 1921 and since that ime it has had 
many meetings and the members have devoted a great deal of time and 
thou "ht to the problem.

S ,'/rh-^L-4d--:.--4 gy ?!

/yo imittee 0 mid be made of the
bull din." by the eneral studént body and attached a Tea deal of 
iu 0- C ice to he fact that : vast '.3 jori*. of 1 re cr d xtea
dû not :art, ci ate in outdoor athlet 0 activity m aid it these
students no °^e particularly in need 0 oroperl: supo vi' o exercise. 
The consideration iven to the proble 1 was how could these modern 
objectives be best accomplished so that the greatest ood would be 
received by the greatest number.

;he

gu) HMaj
4-n -s* h tin - r e ml at ion s, w&University, /ill

■nyeidc. -"er this v .lu- le contribution to the ^lture li e of cur 
student body and that definite noint credits and rankin’: will be riven 
students for work in Physical Education, 
su er-athlete is not the ideal of the He artuent, but rather the 
individual who assesses a sour vigorous organic system 1th a full

iene, so that each 1
mdgjtftr do hie share in the revent ion Of sic knees an disease.

It is considered thaJ the

1|
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\
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j=6noi be?2,“S“ÔlS1?;ra^“”to^la%^,r?.aulr'4

rr- — gg EE1(fF’
rSS^t h‘\?°ad”i = ?=h=iuïc oa^ Lb?«4eJ-o?epI«?i0»1<,ne h0Ur

,, thl^oSr f ‘ïrSï ÏTS/SJ ' :-

> . , 1 à. \0 _a lecture succeedin' horr .-nt,^0u‘1' ‘ return for

- . - , - - acâonaldbe impossible ^ .f .~J^ected 0n « e lo rei
hour as 3np ^ ^r;4V V" i/o
b ™- ; ;-ed in the nel'h-difficulty »nli be «x^Mo^V-gelLti /** «>a‘ ' 
academic time t blea dur in» : eh ft *™iî? 1 ° hours rom the
tirs-tly l0re .. ti. . i-:;. :. .^ox- l d coul be held.

—
wor 3
° v jectives already outlined " ’ ' 9vr\" ' 'If f f rf. 112 strlv in toward the 
situated the question of arrairln a ti™ +?£,^i1 'izi ’ hoirrenientl?

„ is
t,.ole, - t- ^ ' rt r- ts’ O ' ’H u °V:feic time
one. It is highly desirable th-1 mi n e>t>'^el;: complex
be conducted between t: e hours g“- ' r?"?! ed olae'c fork afe
hours from 4-7 ?. . . .
and co.i eti ti re athi e < ic - tl uo t L-f-T* + 1 ' volimt r-7 exercise

* 1U i0avinr the ei

-’or :.

3- Th® -Ohocl Of Physical I 
rollment of 23 full ti

tion is 70.

•due non has, his ; assion, a record en-

J
can supply. It is the onlv -chnev <1 y?sîer than tnG School 
•almost certain to maintain^..°°~ 0j- 11

must be a still further : t i 1 *?fse ,i8 extended there
academic work of theôr. ^ '-0x tl)e Schedule with the •8»-Hot, Phzfice, OhmisïLmL”ï°?b5'8arî ln e«eh eubjeote as 
depart Tient or .faculty of An on- * a 'Ve * 3 f a separateto take care of o»’,V Q -^ cation ie established in the future
‘>«•>001 Of ,,eciL "erv?cl ^ho0i 0 V^««tion àe ih!
oj -eli loue Education and "cat :nn e. Lursss. Department

leal place for the" <«unr r?Der» lt seems .thatthis newl' r 7 h is.1 -d c v : on e4yâ& be in
opportunity ie' jivbn "'o- the sneh?ailty£ ,pr?vlde4 that sufficient 
that must neceesa-il ~hP e5dal sub.,acte and Tactical work
there must be a tud^nu ÎT ^ ’ Ia such a school
work which oar obL- oe ?f-otioal and theoretical
hi il din s, ccnd..,o..ed is in close proximity to e practical 

aoademic

free^aedi oal^atten+ion h^rï* îhî°U£h whlch students receive 
in the ll of t>p hti*’a rroyed to be a very important factorÆtÆ sa-g’is0
oïri“iK’off'tA chieflJTat1>™onI'lo
Btoe lvame? * “ 3atiBfa=torlly if etodents ai to
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■The erection of Dormitories to house sa;; 250 students -as estimated 
by. the architects, would oost at least 600,000 ( 1500 students 
would cost at least 3,750,000 ( without endowment) rno he "in such 
construction in smaller units would he a most expensive manner of 
build irr, talcing into considération the heat ini, li whtin - - ni other 
facilities which would he required, and w-ich would most economically 
he developed as a whole. If the dormitories were not erected for 
many years it would seem to do away with one of the chief arr aments 
‘or erecting the gymnasium on the proposed location
James Douglas, however, has left the sum of 3200,00 , since increase" 
to about '275,000, for the erection of dormitories, hr two reasons 
it was considered wise to add this amount to the sum allotted for 
the erection of the

•The late Dr.

3. During the Campaign many subscribers la* evince
g soon, 5 possible.

u a keen sympathy 
flpXial toi je g, jrhich,

ioro importance,
teaching staff ha''to he placed

hy-
Other natters, however,
The salaries of the Professors
on a reasonable basis, enlar ed appropriations had to he made to 
the various acuities and 'Departments so that they might

parry on their work and great pressure was received for extension of almost every bull r^fo: 
to house and teach
attention of the love ' pfie^.-ir deîny^naï
in:ortant development of dormitory accomodation "or the students. 
It therefore became quite apoarent that it mi ht he many years be­
fore the development of Macdonald Park, costing some 5,000,000 
could he carried out, es ectally in regard to the erection of 
dormitories.

equally

It was also discovered that roughly 45 ' of the students were 
residents of . ontreal, that another 20 ’ (say 600) lived in accommo­
dations close to the Campus, such as the traf cona Fall, Presby­
terian, Diooesan, fesleyan and Congre rational Colle es, while those 
living in the fraternities were situated about equal distance from 

e Campus or Liao don
large proportion of the balance lived either west and south of 
fherbro -he it. or as close, if not closer to the Camnus than to 

idunald Park*

further if the building combined dormitories certain features 
occupying large spaces, such as reception, lounge, smoking and 
billiard rooms, as well as revision for a restaurant or cafeteria 
oorid b i dispensed With if the building was erected on the Campus 
site, s the student would be well provided for in the findents'

. would, in turn, greatly benefit f 
This would naturally mean that residence for a far greater number 
o students can be provided at much less cost.

{b) To a more or less degree certain facilities or requirements 
of the two buildings were identical, such as lavatories, 
«Wiring and oo mon rooms, the administration offices, care­
takers' quarters and laundry equipment.

(a) If the gymnasium an-.1 dormitories could be combined there would 
appear to be a savin in construction as contrasted 1th two build in-s with separate ■foundations, wo ftp", etc. §Kflt 
there certainly would be a very decided saving in the cost 
of administration, operation and control of one bull ing 
as a:aInst two.

i
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concert oz exami ' atidn kail until roper facilities are erected, 
it would be much more accessible if buil on 3herbr oke t.

; T y 30,192c, stared TmT 
y if the GO ft lot north o

irdper'tfThe1

on university
side were added and then only with more inconvenience than the 
brooke 0

be used thisu e
her-

The report continues, ,f In each aoheme the tarancfctmi 
accommodation is identical in area; the oubio contents are about the 
sane; there is little (if any) difference in the cost of construction: 
there ie a considerable de :ree of convenience in one scheme over the 
other in the matter of relation of parts to existin' buildin s and 
possible future buildinrs;• and there is very great architectural 
advantage in one scheme over the othe 
being all in favour of the Sherbrooke St. site, 
the honour to recommend the Sherbrooke t. site as a solution or the 
enernl acceptance at this time.1’

site.

such advantages as there are 
:'e therefore have

uEGTXFGf since January 1,1922

>ince dan. 1,1922 eighteen (18) different neetin s and conferences 
have been held at which the various aspects of the problem have been 
discussed. Those meetings Included, the Deane of the various acuities, 
laenberr. of the teaohin- staff, Students * Council, Students1 Athletic 
Association and Alumnao Society.

tSOOWSDAflOir

After several meetings and careful considérât! n of the facts of toe 
case, the Gymnasium doamittee came to the unanimous decision to 
commend to the General building Committ a that the gymnasium be 
erected on Sherbrooke i>t. adjacent to the Oonseryatorium of . usio.
After fully dieoussin.- • the matter the General Bulletin committee un­
animously endorsed the recommendation of the General Committee ith t ie 
request that it be submitted to a meeting of the Deans Of the faculties 
This meeting was called tc which the Deans and some half dozen other

.
unanimously endorsed the recommendation of the 'yonasxum Builain'" 
Committee Mch was finally approved by the 3oard of Governors.

re-

General 
heat in

It va; proposed to extend the system of central 
from the power house to the buildings ejected on FacdOnald 

This question was carefully gone into ae contrasted ith a

about ,
reserve boilers, etc. 
heatinr: to laedonald

eatin •

It was ound

>C and entail an annual charge for separate administration 
Against this the development of the central 

Park would cost in the nei*hbourhood of 50,000 
or 50,000 a it oaid lave to be carried out on a scale to provide

•en erected, while if building was erected on 
Campus Bex: to the C on servatoriua of -Casio, the ms.ins for the 

and the conduits for the li-htinr are at 'resent 
extended as ‘ar as the Physics Cuildinr and it would only mean 
100 ft extension to meet the requirements o 
dormitories.

.or the dormitories
the
steam heatin

th e •■ymr.as turn and
The nossible extra cost of the building on the campus 

on account of the oundation and the uee of stone instead of brick

that they are only anticipated.

AUCHIfECrS 33PO-.T

In order that all possible information night be forthcomin- concerning 
the location of the buildin", the Architects were asked to prepare 
sketch plans and report upon the two possible sites, namely Univarsity

onsarvatorium of Music and facin 
ut. just we»t. of the Oonservatorium.

-5-

* of student life is unquestionably the ole. am­
ir -.G.'.it Ion to the ‘acuities of Arts, de- ce G : -.sic, the Irst 
y ar students o the Faculty of wedicine have most of their 
work in these bull in s.
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STATEMENT. 
ISSUED BY I 

PRINCIPAL
Makes Statement Regarding 

Gym-Dormitory Building

SALARIES RAISED

Large Sum of Money Spent 
on New Accommodation

The following statement, in connec­
tion with the Gymnasium-Dormitory 
building, has been received from the 
Principal.. Sir Arthur Currie, and will 
undoubtedly prove of interest to every 
member of the student body:
The Editor, McGill Daily:

Dear Sir.—My respect and admira­
tion for the esprit de corps of the stu­
dent-body of McGill influences me to 

I make some observations and to give 
facts regarding the proposedsome

Gymnasium-Dormitory building.
This is not a new subject, 

been debated and discussed by Gov­
ernors, graduates and students of the 
University before either the present 
studentrbody or myself ever thought 
of having any association with McGill. 
Speaking on behalf of the Board of 
Governors and of the other members 
of Corporation I can say that every 
argument advanced in support of the 
urgent need of dormitories and the 
gymnasium receives our warm appro- 

It would be wrong, unjust and j 
unfair for anyone to charge the Board j 
of Governors with indifference regard- j 
ing the provision of this Gymnasium-1 
Dormitory building, but up to the j 
present rve have been unable to find 
the necessary funds to carry on that 
work. The cost of the proposed 
building is in the neighbourhood of 
$800,000, but there is available the 
Douglas bequest, amounting to about 
$300,000. The annual cost of borrow­
ing the net amount ($500,000) would 
be $30,000, and had the Board of Gov­
ernors authorized the erection of such 
a building it would have been neces- 

to borrow the money for such a

It has

val.

sary
purpose or 
which the Board has considered to be

for some other purposes

more important.
You may ask what these purposes 

In November, 1920, as the resultare.
of an appeal to the graduates, the stu­
dents, and other friends and well- 
wishers of McGill, there was pledged 
the amount of, roughly, $6400,000. It 
must not be forgotten that the privi­
lege was granted the donors of paY" 
ing their gifts in instalments spread 

The amount alreadyover five years, 
paid in is most satisfactory, but still 
there is a considerable sum outstand- 

In the light of past experiencesnig.
it would be too much to hope that 

1 everv cent pledged will be paid, and 
consideration of the fundsin their

available the Board of Governors must
The firstbear this fact in mind, 

building operations authorized by the 
Board of Governors since the cam­
paign was the extension to the Li­
brary. The actual cost of the exten-

(Continued on Page 4.)



STATEMENT ii any reasonably minded student, 
graduate or well-wisher of the Univer­
sity would have approved of such 
duct on the part of the Board of Gov- 

I quite realize that a proper 
sense of proportion must be maintain­
ed and that it would be inadvisable to 
postpone the erection of the Gymna­
sium-Dormitory building until the staff 
and everything relating to the acatl 
ic requirements were complete and sat­
isfactory in all respects.

The cost of raising salaries and 
wages, of new departments authoriz­
ed and in existence, of increased 
propriations to library and to labora­
tories, has resulted in an additional an­
nua! expenditure of nearly $400.000 in 
the session of 1922-23 as compared 
with the session of 1919-20,—the y.<ir 
befoPe the campaign, 
additional revenue of nearly $120,000 
per annum resulted from the advance 
in fees. The difference, $280.000 or 
thereabouts, must be annually provided 
and the production of that sum annual­
ly necessitates the investment of be­
tween four and a half and five million 
dollars. If we add the sum of $1,091,- 
000 which has already been spent or 
authorized to be spent on buildings 
to this four and one-half or five mil­
lion dollars, we shall see that very lit­
tle is left of the additional funds which 
will be in our hands after all sub­
scriptions to the campaign are paid.

ISSUED BY 
' - PRINCIPAL

con-

ernors.

(Continued front Page One) 
sion proper was about $70,000. The 
equipment, which is very costly, and 
other charges made up the balance of 
$134.000, which was the total amount 
spent. There are some who have con­
tended tourne that an extension to the 
Library was not as important as 
a Gymnasium-Dormitory building. 
Leaving aside the question of the dif­
ference in cost of the two buildings, 
and having regard to the disabilities 
under which the Library was labour­
ing, I, personally, do not agree with 
such a contention, but I do not pro­
pose to argue that matter now.

The other buildings authorized by 
the Governors are the Biological build­
ing (already completed), the Patho­
logical building, and the Dental wing 
at the Montreal General Hospital, the 
latter costing $40,000. The combined 
cost of the two former will necessitate 
the spending of $917,000 of University 
funds,, or $17,000 more than our agree­
ment with the Rockefeller Foundation 
called for, because it must not be for­
gotten that a condition attached to the 
Rockefeller gift of $1,000,000 was that 
the University would spend $900,000 on 
Medical building's, 
whether the Rockefeller Foundation 
should have attached that condition to 
its gift is not a matter for discussion. 
They have paid their gift of $1,000,000 
and the. Board of Governors are ful­
filling their part of the contract. This 
means that when buildings already 
finished and authorized are completed 
the capital sum of $1,091,000 will have 
been expended on buildings. Let it 
not be forgotten that the cost of main­
tenance in connection with all build­
ings is a serious annual charge, and 
so the gross cost in connection with 
the erection of a building is much more 
than what is. actually spent in stone, 
furnishings and equipment.

At the beginning of the session 
1920-21, anticipating the result of the 
campaign, the Board of Governors au­
thorized an increase of salary to prac­
tically all members of the administra­
tive and teaching staffs, as well as an 
increase in wages to those otherwise 
employed by the University. In addi­
tion to that, there has been a number 
of urgently necessary additions to the 
staff; new departments have been add­
ed and increased appropriations made 
to practically every department of the 
University’s activities, and these de­
partments are far more numerous than 
the majority of people realize.

Some have contended in 
lions with zne that the Board of Gov­
ernors had no right to authorize a 
single addition to the staff until the 
Dormitory-Gymnasium had been erect­
ed. Others have contended that in­
creased salaries granted were not jus­
tified until the Gymnasium-Dormitory 
building had been provided, 
these contentions, V for one, do not 
agree at all. The quickest and surest 
way to make McGill a second-class 
university is to have a second-class 
staff, second-class laboratories, second- 
class library and second-class admin­
istration. If we were will to remain 
second-class in these respects we 
might already have had our Gymnas­
ium-Dormitory building, but I doubt

em-

ap-

ln that period

The question
I have made no mention of the ac­

cumulated indebtedness which existed 
at the time the campaign was made, 
but this indebtedness amounted to 
$281,000. Neither have I set forth in 
any great detail just how the $400.000 
above mentioned is made up, but that, 
J take it, is not a matter which the
student-body can with propriety de 
bate. Suffice it to say that 
diture has been authorized

no expen- 
without

earnest consideration having been giv­
en it by the Department concerned, 
the Finance Committee and the Board 
of Governors.

On the one hand you have the stu­
dent body and some departments 
ing, with all the powers at their 
matid, the erection of additional build-

urg-
com-

ings and the provision of additional ac­
commodation . On the other hand, 
you will hear people offer the criti­
cism that McGill is spending too much 
of ,its money on 'bricks’'and mortar.

1 he Board of Governors does not in­
tend to be stampeded by the 
ments of either party, but will 
linue to make use of the funds at their' 
disposal with the. one aim and object 
of keeping McGill one of the leading 
educational institutions in the world

argu-
con-

and 'the great national university of 
Canada.

It is not the intention of this letter
of a

conversa-
to intimate that the erection 
Gymnasium-Dormitory building will 
be postponed for years. Its main pur­
pose is to justify the action of the 
Board of Governors in not proceed­
ing with the erection of such a build­
ing during the past two years, 

repeat that neither
Let

the student 
body nor the graduate body contains 
advocates more eager for the erection 
of the proposed building than 
be found among th'e Board of Gover­
nors, who are giving the most serious 
consideration to the provision of the 
necessary ways and means.

With me-

are to

Yours faithfully,
A. W. CURRIE.

Principal.

FL->
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MONTREAL, MONDAY, DECEMBER 11, 1922
" THE FRIN CIPAI/S LETTER

The statement issued by the Principal of the University, to be 
found in this edition of the “Daily, ’ will be a source of satisfaction

Not only does it serve to throw light upon
cam-

to the student body.
the outlays made by the Board of Governors since the financial 
paign of two years ago, an explanation of which has long been 
awaited about the campus, and the publication of which has been 
frequently ûrgcd in this column, but its result will also be apparent, 
we feel sure, in operating to dissipate any suggestion that may have 
been entertained by the undergraduates that their interests were be- 
jfigr jg-nored by the authorities and replacing this misappiehensiou 
by one of confidence in the respect given to a persistent stand by the 
students and in the efficacy of the means at their command to make 
such apparent to those at the head of the university administration. 
There can be no doubt but that the words contained in the communi­
cation received from the Principal will be closely and widely scrutin­
ized and while some of the sentiments inserted therein may not be 
greeted with immediate endorsation, the policy of the 1 rincipal in 
placing the facts before the students will be deeply appreciated.

No one would question the wisdom of the maintenance of a 
teaching staff that will bear comparison with any upon the continent,

believe that McGill has been successful.

vl

X /

and in this endeavour we 
Where we cannot express full acquiescence to the views contained 
in the Principal’s letter is in the opinion put forth that the erection 
of a Gymnasium-Dormitory v'ould have defeated this end. It seems, 
that, if funds had been devoted to this latter purpose in preference to 
application to the raising of other buildings-notably the addition 
to the Library and the new Dental Wing—with a possible limited 
expenditure in the direction of additions to the staff, a very small 
amount of money, in comparison to recent outputs by the authori- 

would have been required for the inclusion of the Gymnasium-
Also, it must be remem-

ties,
Dormitory building in the programme, 
bt re 1 that a constant inducement must be extended to matriculants 
if the influx of students is not to diminish; that such influx is in

be shown that McGill does not

;

danger of falling off unless it 
<k what other colleges afford, and that students are as essential

can

■ a university as professors.
The one point that the Principal’s letter does not settle is the 

combination of circumstances which brought about a complete al­
teration in the convictions of the Board of Governors during the 

At the conclusion of the Spring Session the stu-summer months.
dents left their lecture rooms content with the promises extended 
to them that dormitories and gymnasium would be ready for the 
fall. On their return to college they found an entire change of atti­
tude on the part of those in authority. Just what prevented antici­
pation of the difficulties- that have since arisen, is not disclosed. 
However, the need for a gymnasium and for dormitories remains 
vital; each day definite action is postponed renders the deficiency 
increasingly apparent.
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Minister * s Office, 

0 t t a w a * Jan. 10, 1920.

i
Bear Sir,

■

I em directed by the Honourable the Minister of
yoa that your latter of January1:111 via to Inf ora 6th

was duly received . General Mewburn will take steps 
mediately to bring this matter before

la­
the Government with

a view to a definite decision.

Youra very truly,mmI
H, 0. Osborne,

Colonel,

Military Secretary

Secretary McGill University, 

Montreal,*a
Cue,

I

. '•••" Y1:/.
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COPY p.
McGill University,
Montreal, January 6, 1919

81
DRAFT PROPOSED MEMO.

Hon, J. S. Mewburn, 
Minister of Militia, 
Ottawa. m

Sir,

I have the honour to draw your attention to the appended 
respondence relative to the provision of funds by the Government for 
a drill hall for the McGill contingent C.O.T.C. as It is now the 
intention of the University to proceed with that part of its building 
programme in which this drill hall is incorporated, - that is to say 
with the g arc up of buildings consisting of a drill hall, gymnasium, 
baths and dressing rooms to be erected at McDonald Park.

It will be observed from the appended copies of letters and 
plans thati-

1. cor-

2.
1. On his death Lord Strathcona left to the Government a 

parcel of land on condition that a drill hall for the 
McGill C.O.T.C. was erected and this land with the 
obligation was accepted.
Early in 1914 this land was handed over to McGill 
University in exchange for a suitable site at McDonald 
Park, your Department and the University concurring 
in the view that the change would bo advantageous as 
enabling military training, athletics and gymnastics 
to share one roof.
In the summer of 1914, after careful study, a general 

echeme foi* the buildings on McDonald Park was evolved.
The plans prepared by the University’s architects were 
approved by Colonel (then Mr. ) Dérochés in so far as 
your Department was concerned in them. The probable 
cobu v;ae also discusser at that time. Shortly afterwards the war was
In December 1914 Mr. Jack Ross came forward with funds 

Per the construction of the gymnasium as a memorial to 
Iiis late father, and agreed to the drill hall being 
merged as an integral part of the group of buildings 
in which he was interested.
The necessary finances being thus arranged for, the 

plans were further developed in January 1915, and the 
cost of u.ae drill hall element was estimated at One 
hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.)

i*.

in.

upon us.
IV.

V.

VI. However, late in January 1915 the Government found it 
necessary to communicate with the University postponing 
its contribution until after the war. From the nature

E
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rortn in the letter (copy attached from the lte üaatair
Percy Mol son to the Hon. -5. T. White but editions 
now further aggravated ty the 0318 are

years which have elapsed*

ri‘ ;5Lin-4 %r°

proposa (. P,r.5) .. the a^ndv'

Continrent *? ™ ^rge 0n the *«Tlce. of the McGill
the «feelit' ® , «*• *®w repart,,ont le alive to
bourht orZiîî.Il fill”? B p1*” lc th« TTnlvereltle, to the dearly 
fc™?n knoîle^î ïï fïî* , tïc M1 ‘««te® other tranche, of

“to " “.i7.? ®f tee ecr.trlfcp-.ler.

•Dd^phyBleal ILITA^ U* °f fa°Ultl«s athlexlce

act im? at * ®n® .her m a Tory codent reason for urjsir-K
now’rapidly increa^17 ante, and that is the state of unemployment
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proceed, with construction without delay.

:3

what has been

I have the honour to be, Sir » 

Yours faithfully,
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Thirteenth Annual Conven iton

of THE
National Collegiate Athletic Association, 

New York City,

December 27, 1918

à

____

mm
*



Z .
'

W'-

II

B

!

K

L

:

\v; 
Z/Z'

SI
.

Z\:

:g

■. ■ ■ î

*■
 *•

,



THE RECONSTRUCTION PROGRAM FOR 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION IN THE 

COLLEGES

DEAN J. R. ANGELL, UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO.

The demise of the American intercollegiate athletic system at 
the outbreak of the war was in many respects glorious and de­
serving of grateful remembrance, for it passed away because the 
college athlete—and for that matter his non-athletic mate— 
rushed by the hundreds into the training camps, and because the 
colleges themselves instantly turned their entire energies to help­
ing to win the war. But now the critical moment has come 
when we must decide whether the old system, compact, as it was, 
of good and evil, shall be revived, or whether instead we shall 
try to build a bigger, better, and more enduring one. Habit, 
vested interest, sentiment, and a certain timid lethargy of imagi­
nation, all argue for a mere restoration of the old. Foresight, 
ambition, vision, faith, and courage plead for something better.

There are probably three fairly distinct views regarding the 
judicious reconstruction policy of our collegiate athletics. The 
athletic “standpatter” maintains that the ante-bellum system was 
in all essentials satisfactory, that its critics are chiefly old maids, 
male and female, or insignificant highbrows, and that our best 
plan is to get back to old times as fast as we can. This group 
is perhaps not very large, but it has a shrill voice and is decidedly 
influential. On the other hand, the mild progressive maintains 
that there were faults in the old system, but that they are capable 
of eradication by patient labor, and that in the meantime we can 
resume business on a smaller scale than before and make our 
improvements as we go along. This body of opinion is numeri­
cally large and probably counts the great majority of college 
alumni. It is marked by men generally spoken of as possessing 
sound common sense. Against the two preceding groups, the 
radical reformer maintains that the old system was a child of 
Beelzebub, and that no amount of camouflage or superficial re­
form will ever alter that fact, much less effect a change of inner 
character. He is accordingly for rendering permanent the 
euthanasia brought about by the war. This group is not very 
large, but while it contains some cranks, it also contains some 
prophets with real brains. When one passes from its negative 
policy in the matter of destroying the old system, root and branch, 
to its positive doctrine regarding the creation of a new Eden, its 
members display far less unanimity of program. Some are for

1



one thing, some for another. Most of them probably desire the 
complete deletion of intercollegiate contests.

It it not unlikely that we have in our number here represent­
atives of each of these groups. And if this be true, it is ob­
viously futile to discuss methods until we have tried to come 
to some agreement regarding the ends which we desire to attain. 
I am accordingly offering a brief confession of athletic faith, 
which formulates certain of the more important results that 
ought, in my judgment, to flow from an athletic system or policy. 
If we can agree on some or all of the articles in such a creed, 

then proceed with advantage to consider ways and means, 
and can frame some estimate of the chance that
we can

. a given system
will achieve the aims we desire to secure. The mere statement 
of such a platform may serve to throw into relief any substantial 
differences of opinion among us. If these be incapable of 
ciliation. then we are foredoomed to diversity of practice, or to 
some compromise which will represent the 'genuine conviction 
of neither party to the controversy. But. granting community 
of ideals, we can proceed with no sacrifice of convictions to test 
out experimentally the relative fitness of one or another method 
to attain our aims.

recon-

Bricf Confession of Faith in Matters Athletic.

1. I believe in the intelligent control of the life of the body 
that it may be the obedient servant of the mind, and, in particu­
lar, I believe in physical exercise adequate in kind and amount 
to maintain health, develop physical and mental vigor, prolong 
life, and increase happiness. Therefore,

2. I believe in the development of wholesome games and 
sports, particularly those that are conducted out of doors.

3. I believe such sports should in and of themselves give real 
joy and recreation, and that they should depend as little as pos­
sible upon extrinsic motives, such as social prestige, newspaper 
notoriety, and the like.

4. I believe that these sports should be of a kind to develop 
both moral and physical courage and self-control, teach generous 
subordination of the individual, and train leadership and the 
sense of responsibility to the group. I believe that the motive 
of keen, honorable competition and rivalry properly controlled 
is one of the finest weapons in the moral arsenal.

5. I believe that every man in a college group physically able 
to do so should be a participant in one or more of the college 
sports, and that he should chiefly follow those from which he 
gets real fun. I believe that not a few of these men will need 
special corrective exercises for specific physical defects, but this 
is a minor problem.
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G. I believe that the chief aim of college athletics should be 
the physical and moral improvement of the entire group, and 
especially of the less robust, rather than the production of a few 
highly trained semi-professionals.

/. I believe that the habits of exercise and recreation culti­
vated in college should be expilicitly taught with a view to con­
tinuation in after life. To this end, a measure of intelligent 
familiarity should be especially encouraged with such sports and 
games as can he pursued through middle age and beyond. If a 
fair degree of skill be not obtained in youth, it is far 
difficult to secure it later, and its absence frequently serves to 
discourage learning.

8. I believe there is such a thing as excessive exercise and 
muscular development, not only in the familiar form of 
strained heart, hut also in a general hypertrophy of muscular 
tissue which, for men subsequently compelled to live a highly 
sedentary life, may he an asset of wholly doubtful value. Robust­
ness, resistance, viability, rather than great muscular power, 
should be the general aim.

S. I believe amateurism is an absolute essential to wholesome 
college games and that it means high-minded love of gentlemanly 
sport for its own sake.

10. 1 believe professionalism consists of a spirit, a point of 
view ; that it is decidedly frequent among nominal amateurs ; 
and that it is by no means to be defined solely in terms of money 
value set on athletic services, although this is perhaps its 
monest sign. Men who play for motives other than the love 
ol the game, men to whom victory, however won, is the con­
trolling end, are men already on the road to professionalism, 
men who have in some measure sacrificed their amateurism.

11. I believe that a good deal of the professional training of 
athletic teams, particularly in football, has been grossly objec­
tionable in overworking boys whose primary obligation is to the 
academic aims of the college. 1 he result has often been that 
the boy has done neither job well—has been too exhausted to 
study and too much disturbed at his class deficiencies to put his 
whole spirit into the games.

1 -, I believe that any system which by its very nature 
ages proselyting among boy athletes in secondary schools is per­
nicious. I believe it is practically impossible to prevent such 
practices as long as the old ideals endure. As long as colleges 
need the fees of students, perhaps proselyting of some sort is 
inevitable. Certainly the line between legitimate advertising and 
illegitimate proselyting is hard to follow in the moral twilight of 
college financial depression.

1-3. As part of a system, however excellent certain individual
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representatives of the caste, I believe the high-priced temporary 
coach is inimical to the development of a permanently high tone 
in the athletic affairs of a college. Although the reasons for this 
are too numerous to detail, in general they derive from the in­
evitably selfish interest of the coach in a winning team, and from 
his relatively ephemeral interest in the good repute of the college.

14. Negatively: I do not believe there is any obligation on 
the part of the college to furnish the general public with sub­
stitutes for the circus, the prize fight, and the gladiatorial combat.

15. Despite the popular conviction to the contrary, I do 
believe that there are convincing statistics to prove the supposed 
advertising value of successful athletic teams. Certainly many 
of the institutions which have grown most rapidly have not had 
successful teams, and, conversely, not a few which have been 
conspicuous in the athletic world have grown slowly or not at all.

16. I do not believe the possible benefit gained by a few men 
trained for spectacular contests is an adequate offset for the 
time and money invested, the distortion of social and educational 
values, both inside and outside the college, and the unequivocal 
loss to the mass of the undergraduates arising from the 
tration of interest in the athletic exploitation of a favored few.
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17. I do not believe in segregating men at a training table or 
in training quarters. Experience shows that it is not "necessary 
in order to produce winning teams, and it also testifies to 
inevitable distortion of values both for the men segregated and 
for the college community which countenances the practice.

an

With this pronouncement of our principles, let us survey the 
situation a little more in detail.

The history of intercollegiate athletics in the United States 
prior to the outbreak of the war presents an instructive study 
of the rapid development from humble, not to say petty, begin­
nings, of a vast system of public competition, a kind of athletic 
octopus which had fairly engulfed many an institution, distort­
ing its primary functions in the public eye and poisoning much 
of its own inner life. Institutions no more than fifty years old 
have seen practically the whole drama, and those established 
within twenty-five years have passed through much of the most 
significant history.

The most anomalous feature of the case is that while osten­
sibly growing out of conditions inside the colleges, the actual 
control of athletics has frequently been outside, both in the legal 
and in the moral sense of the word. Athletic associations, hired 
coaches, sporting alumni, often backed by alumni associations, 
together with all the agencies that batten off public spectacles,' 
have in point of fact too often set the pace, while college faculties
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and their presidents have either yielded acquiescence, or voiced 
mild and generally ineffective protest.

Now that the war has wiped the slate clean, for a year or two 
we have had only a shadow of the former conditions. No one 
has particularly cared who won a football game, if, indeed, it 
were played, and only a handful have turned out to watch it. It 
will be a grisly shame if with the close of the war we allow our­
selves to relapse into the old conditions without an honest at­
tempt to take stock, and a sincere effort to delete whatever was 
dominantly evil in the old system, while we develop energetically 
whatever was good and add thereto advantages that the old 
system never did contain. Let us first, 'then, hazard a few esti­
mates of the good and bad features of the old times. This will 
carry us over familiar ground, but it will at least refresh our 
minds with some of the important issues. It will, of course, be 
understood that no such estimate can be equally applicable to all 
institutions, or even to all sections of the country. But certain 
familiar phases of the situation as a whole are capable of char­
acterization, and first let us speak of the good.

Undoubtedly many men gained a wholesome discipline from 
the training. A yellow streak was sometimes erased and physical 
courage was often developed in high degree. Certain forms of 
self-restraint were commonly imposed, and in many instances 
there was developed a fine sense of self-sacrifice for the college 
and the team which registered a real moral development in the 
men. The taboo upon overt dissipation during the training 
season is often dwelt upon as an unequivocal asset. Presumably 
it is so during the season, but conditions at the close of the season 
and thereafter have often left much to be desired, so that this 
benefit can hardly be entered without qualification. The evi­
dence that these habits of restraint necessarily pass over into 
permanent moral attitudes is unhappily very dubious.

Unquestionably a good many men received direct physical 
benefit from the training, although for the most part our college 
teams have been selected from men who needed very little 
training.

Athletics have in many of the large universities served to 
create and foster an institutional solidarity afforded in like 
degree by no other agency. To some it may seem a humiliating 
admission, but it is certainly the fact that athletics have in many 
institutions constituted practically the only bond of common 
interest. Similarly, they have served to develop alumni interest 
and loyalty out of all proportion to any or all other means. Nor 
have college presidents and trustees been hesitant to exploit this 
fact. Even state universities have found a successful football 
team an admirable argument in the state legislature. En passant 
it may be repeated that the common belief that successful teams 
mean large increases of student enrolment finds no substantial
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basis in. college attendance statistics. They may well affect the 
destination of the receptive preparatory school athlete, but the 
general totals of attendance go their way undisturbed. Thus, 
although there is no doubt that successful athletics give a college 
wide publicity, it is very far from clear that this advertising 
value is at all directly convertible into attendance and tuition fees.

Athletics have been so profitable that in some institutions the 
college has been able to afford buildings and equipment which 
without them would have been impossible of attainment.

The professional coach, the trainer, the physician constantly - 
at hand, are said to enable a higher grade of contest with 
regard to the physical welfare of the contestants, than the earlier 
amateurish sport conducted wholly by the students. Courage 
and stamina are, it is alleged, called for in very high degree, 
while the risk to the contestant is immeasurably reduced. More­
over, the whole schedule is conducted in a more orderly and 
systematic manner.

This perhaps gives the devil his due, although the tale is not 
altogether complete, and we may now inspect some of the evils.

First and foremost is the alleged complete distortion of the 
perspective of social values. To “make the team” becomes the 
all-important object in the boy’s life. College work and all things 
intellectual go into the discard as negligible values. Exploited 
by the vulgarities and puerilities of the sporting editor of the 
metropolitan press, the successful athlete is treated to a demoral­
izing, though ephemeral, notoriety which almost inevitably warps 
his outlook on the essential values of life.

The system inevitably tends to make the coach quite the most 
important person on the college campus. In many instances, he 
is paid far more than his professorial colleagues, and no small 
part of his job is the destruction, unconsciously perhaps, of the 
interests and ideals which the professor is hired to cultivate. 
Even the teams come to be known not as the representatives of 
a particular college, but as “Pittman’s Pets” or “Brown’s 
Bruisers.” And with the high-priced complacent coach has come 
suspicion and often proof of commercial recruiting among pre­
paratory schools. Coaches are by no means the sole offenders 
in this regard, or perhaps the chief ones. Unscrupulous alumni 
are quite as guilty. But the highly paid coach to whom success 
is essential, if he is to hold his job, is unquestionably tempted 
to aggravate these conditions. It is only fair to say that not a 
few coaches have kept themselves free from serious attack 
this score. It is also fair to say that not a few of the most 
successful coaches have exercised an excellent moral influence 
on the boys under their charge. But there are many lamentable 
instances of a contrary kind, and certainly the coaches are few 
whose influence makes in any way for serious interest in intel­
lectual affairs, or who contribute materially to the refinement

more

on

6



of spirit of tlie men confided to them. The system as a whole 
not only tends to stress the hardier and more physical quali­
ties—this no one could object to—but in the very nature of its 
methods it ordinarily discourages any others.

Furthermore, the system stresses money, and that can be 
instantly translated into gate receipts in a way which is inevi­
tably somewhat demoralizing and debasing to college ideals and 
relations. You cannot have a professionally coached team with 
all the paraphernalia of attendants, uniforms, accoutrements, and 
what not, without involving heavy expense. This expense 
only be met, so experience has demonstrated, by well-patronized 
games, bringing large gate receipts. Gate receipts come steadily 
only from winning teams, or “near winners.” Hence, we must 
have winning teams and do whatever is necessary to secure 
them. The vicious circle is thus complete, as many a college 
knows to its humiliation. The disintegration of conscience which 
good men exhibit when tempted in the manner suggested has 
been one of the least edifying chapters in the history of American 
college life, and not the most encouraging feature has been the 
frequent disposition of college authorities to acknowledge that 
X, Ÿ, and Z colleges have been very culpable in the matter, “but, 
thank heaven, our record is perfectly clear.”

Again, the old system involved, in the case of urban institu­
tions at least, furnishing, in the case of football anyhow, weekly 
or biweekly gladiatorial shows at which the attendance was often 
in large degree comparable with that at prize fights. The only 
justification for a college team to furnish entertainment to this 
stratum in the community is the need for gate money. In the 
older organizations, good officials have largely robbed the crowd 
of its former hoodlumizing influence on the play. But it is bv 
no means a sportsman’s crowd. It can rather be designated as 
a crowd of sports, and as such a dubious type of spectator for 
young college boys to amuse.

Although matters were perhaps generally getting better as 
tune went on, the system as such, being administered too often 
on “win at any price” principles, had repeatedly led to the silliest 
and most atrocious estrangements of relations between institu­
tions. Charges of bad faith, of cheating, of foul play have been 
bandied back and forth as though the controversy were between 
two sets of guttersnipes instead of between representatives of 
institutions of learning. Whatever may be said of their honesty 
of purpose, many institutions have been so misrepresented by 
their agents that they must be adjudged guilty of hopelessly bad 
manners, and all for the maintenance of a system which has 
often been intrinsically vicious in spirit.

There are abundant other shortcomings which might be 
tioned, but these will suffice for the refreshment of 
which is the immediate object of this rehearsal.
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The real issue now is whether the colleges will seize this oppor­
tunity, the like of which will never come again, to accept frankly 

, T, and courageously, with all that its obligations imply, the entire 
z M task of the physical and moral education of its students, or

whether it will by preference choose the easier way, relapse into 
the old modes of life, and turn over to agencies, at best but 
partially under its control, the supervision of the more con­
spicuous part of its games and sports.

Why should the colleges be less intelligent in all this matter 
than the War Department, that familiar object of popular 
objurgation? In its effort to build a great modern army, the 
latter came early to recognize that men must not only be hard­
ened and trained in the ordinary routine of the soldier, but that 
they must also be given wholesome recreation which should con­
tribute directly to their physical vigor and their morale. And so 
we have had that splendid chapter in the development of man 
power of which we are hearing something to-day, whose success 
was so intimately linked with the cultivation of group games 
and athletic sports of all sorts in the camps. The work has in 
many instances been successful quite beyond any reasonable 
expectation, and it will redound to our lasting disgrace if we do 
not learn many useful lessons from it, both for our collegiate 
athletics and for our general program of national physical edu­
cation.

It was something of a shock to our national complacency to 
learn that upwards of 30 per cent of our young men were physi­
cally unfit for service with the army; and although the official 
figures for the colleges have not yet come to hand, in the in­
stances passing under my personal notice the percentage of re­
jections was about twenty, indicating that even in this highly 
selected group, enjoying most of the benefits of good family care 
and educational supervision, the proportion of physically sub­
normal was distressingly large. To be sure, an examination of 
the grounds of rejection makes it obvious that many of the 
defects are of a kind relatively unimportant in the ordinary 
pursuits of peace, e.g., slightly defective sight and hearing, bad 
teeth, and the like. Moreover, the American army standard is 
in some particulars perhaps more rigid than is justified by the 
actual conditions in many branches of the service. Neverthe­
less, if the colleges had really been on the job in the ten years 
preceding the war, these percentages of rejections would have 
been greatly reduced, and we shall fall short of our national 
obligations if we do not promptly set about the rectifying of 
these conditions.

I should be the last to arrogate to myself any competency to 
prescribe the particular devices necessary to secure the results 
which seem to me so essential, nor have I any great faith in the 
availability of any single mode of procedure. I think the great
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desideratum is to obtain an intelligent and whole-hearted accept­
ance of the fundamental reconstruction principles, and then trust 
the ingenuity and energy of our athletic leaders to carry out 
these principles in practical ways. We must believe in all sin­
cerity—as at present I am sure many of us do not—that physical 
education, including competitive sports, is an essential part of 
the obligation of the college, and in no sense a mere excrescence 
to be confided to the casual outsider or the transient apprentice. 
We must recognize that it stands in the closest possible relation 

/to moral education, which we often pronounce one of the prime 
duties of the college, if not, indeed, the very first. We must 
believe unreservedly in sports for the whole college community, 
and competitive group sports as far as possible. We must 
believe that our great task is to secure and perpetuate right 
habits of living that will contribute to physical vigor, steady 
nefveS, and long life. We must recognize the incomparable 
healing that is in the life of the open air; and particularly, we 
must recognize that bona fide recreation, sheer preoccupying 
fun, is an essential feature of the best régime. This is not to 
slur or forget the need at times of outright stiff physical work, 
the hardening of the body, the training of courage and endur­
ance ; but it is to insist that these qualities constitute but one 
portion of a satisfactory program of collegiate physical educa­
tion. The others, which are at present much more apt to be 
overlooked, are those which we have enumerated.

If, then, physical education in the largest sense is an intrinsic 
part of the work of the college, why should there longer be 
hesitation in recognizing that fact and accepting the full respon­
sibilities which go with it? Why should there not be professor­
ships of physical education, presided over, as is already the 
in certain highly reputable institutions, by men of professorial 
rank especially trained for this work? The college preacher is 
in many colleges a recognized institution, and his place is justified 
largely on the ground of the need of the undergraduate for moral 
leadership and instruction. It is an ignorant observer who does 
not know that the successful coach or athletic director exercises 
a far greater moral influence over the average college man than 
any but the most exceptional preacher can hope to do. More­
over, it is an influence which the ordinary college professor 
justly envy. If, then, education has as one of its main objectives 
character, as we are fond of saying, let us recognize the fact that 
no single member of the faculty is so likely to contribute a deep 
and lasting influence to the college generation as the head of 
the athletic department. It is a career which has not existed 
hitherto in sufficient quantity to have attracted into it many very 
able men, but once recognized as a legitimate, respected, and 
well-paid profession, it would speedily enlist abundant competent 
candidates.
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With the colleges honestly committed to ideals of the type we 
have described, with high-minded, intelligent, and specially 
trained men at the head of their departments of physical educa­
tion, one could with good conscience leave to the future the 
question whether or not intercollegiate athletics can he conducted 
so as to leave an unequivocal balance of good or evil, or whether 
we must recognize once and for all that under American condi­
tions we must content ourselves with intramural sports, if we . 
are to escape moral and social disaster, both for our students and 
for our institutional relations.

I would, then, repeat with all the energy which I can command 
that the great issue seems to me fundamentally one of principles, 
that the really basic one is the readiness of the college to accept 
full responsibility for the entire education of its students, and 
that only subordinate to this is the importance of its recognition 
that, as heretofore conducted, many of the features of our ath­
letic system have been not only disastrous for the man who 
competed, but that their reflex effect on the great mass of the 
student body has been lamentable to a degree. With the prestige 
which the American college at the moment enjoys by reason 
of the remarkable contribution to leadership which its students 
and faculties have made during the war, the opportunity is pre­
sented to start anew upon a far higher level than before in the 
attainment of ideals which for the most part need, I believe, 
only to be formulated in order to gain cordial support.
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