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+3n Defencionem.«

HEN, some time ago, I sent to
the “ Potfolio,” at the request of
one of the Editors, a short article
entitied “ The Culture Demanded

by Modern Life,” I did not dreamm that
it would elicit a response, nor was it my
désiie that it should do so.

The fact that I did not wish to
monopolize tco much space made it
necessary for me to omit a geat deal
that nnght have made my essay plainer,
and have placed me in a different position.

If my coutribution has made me appear
in the light of oue whose views are
prejudiced and narrow-minded, I am
sorry. If those who have done me the
honor. to read the article think that I
would suggest scieutific study to the
exclusion of all other lines of thought,

then aguin am 1 filied with 1emet; for
nothing was further from my mmd than
that either of the above conclusions should
be dirawn.

It is customary for each one of us to
make a special study of sume one subject,
and I consider that he who makes the
Sciences his special study is immeasurably
better prepared to respond to the calls of
this active and practical era than he who
selects for his special study the Ancient
Classics or Modern Languages, although
some knowledge of both these is essential
to a liberal culture.

The anthor of * Objections '’ asks the
guestion, *In proportion to the advance-
ment in every depaitment of education
and social life is the practical element
greater than in former years?” Ianswer
no, it is not ; but that does not alter the
fact that this is the most practical era
the world has ever seen. The very
“advancement” of wiich my corres-
pondent speaks has madeit so. Although
there has been marked advancement in
neaily every department, yet nothing else
has made anything like the progressive
strides that Science has made, aud just
in proportion to the greater piogress
which Science has made over other
subjects is the practical element greater.

My correspondent speaks in a sneering
mauner of “ filthy lucie,” yet she cannot
but acknowledge that inoney, if 1ightiv
used, is a good boou, and extends one’s
opportunities for doing good. We cannot
examine the lives of such men as Serator
Macdonald and Mr. Gooderham without
being impressed with the true value of
worldly wealth. It is alas, true, that a
great many pursue wealth for its own
sake alone, but all men aie not so selfish.
Money is power, and whether it is sought
after to meet selfish or unselfish ends, yet
we all seem desirous to possess it, and in
these times when competition is so keen,
unless we are endowed with at least an
average share of practical ability we stand
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a poor chance of ever accumulating
enough wealth for our daily necessities.
In saring that the 1ace for wealth is not
culture, my cortespondent insinuates that
I said it was, and in so doing she does
me aun injustice, and misreptesents my
statements.

My fair critic claims th.at [ am going
to an extreme when [ say that the highest
reason for which knowledge should be
acquired is its power of useful application
—am [? Task the unprejudiced reader
is the mind not as truly disciplined by
the study of those subjects which aie
capable of useful application as by those
which arte not ? I certainly agree with
the adherents of the traditional system of
education in so far as to say that ‘“ mental
discipline ” is one of the objects of a
higher education—a most important one
too—but should it be the sole object?
Caunot the mind be perfectly trained and
disciplined by the study of sciences,
which, in addition, gives to the student a
knowledge of facts which will be found
useful and applicable during his whole
subsequent life ?  As I said when treating
this subject before, if it be held desirable
merely to task the memory by a dead
pull at arbitrary facts, then it is only
necessary to use the innumerable facts of
science without regard to order; but
when we take into cousideration the
immense importance of methodizing
mental acquisition and utilizing the
principie of natural association among
the elements of knowledge, the immeasur-
alle superiority of the sciences for this
purpose becomes at once apparent.

No, the classical student cannot be
called exactly a hermit, yet if he does
justice to his classical course he will have
little, if any time, for anything else. It
is true that he dwells in modern society,
but his thonghts and sympathies, beiny
influenced by his classical reading, are
ancient. For be it known that during
the last two yeais at least of his classical
coutse he reads practically nothing but
Latin and Greek, aud so much of these
two languages does the curriculum set
down for his peiusal, that if, as I said
before, he does justice te his work, he has

e e e et e -

“ lumber

no time for modern thounght or modern
reading. Professor  Vaughan says:
“There is no study that could prove
more successful in  producing often
thorongl, idleness and vacancy of mind,
parrct-itke  repetition  and  sing-song
knowledge to the abeyance and destruc-
tion of the intellectual powers, as well as
to the loss and paralysis of the ontward
senses than our tiaditional study and
idolatry of Janguage.” Itis well known
that in numerous cases the after success
of the student may be directly traced to
neglect of his regular college studies, and
his indulgence in other lines of thought,
and it is equally notorions that in
numberless other cases wheve the student
has smrendered himself to college
influences and conquered his curriculum,
exactly in proportion to his fidelity has
been his defeat. He has mastered a
disqualifying culture. “ O that 1 had
some knowledge of those imminent
questions that are urging themselves on
public attention in place ¢f my ‘college
>”is a stereotyped exclamation
in these cases.

When my correspondent says: ‘“ The
writer is on shifting sand when he takes
the stand that where no perceived 1esuit
comes from the acquiring «f certain
subjects time has been irretrievably lost
and power irrecoverably wasted,” she
appears to me to be laboring under a
delusion.  She appareutly thinks that the
mental capacity of the human brain is
illimitable. In this she is greatly
mistaken. Some brains can take in and
retain more than others, but there is a
limit to the mental capabilities dof each
brain.  Thought usually goes on so
quietly and seems so far removed from
bodily exertion that we are easily betrayed
into the notion that it is carried on in a
region of pure spirit ; but this is far from
being the truth. The changes of states
of conscionsness, the course of thought
and all the processes of the understanding
are cartied on by a constaut succession
of nerve-excitements' and nerve-dis-
charges. The biain is not a chaos of
parts thiown together at random, but
consists of hundreds of millions of cells’
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and fibres organized into symmetiical
order, so as to produce iunuraerable
connections, ctossings, and junctions of
exquisite delicacy. The mental asso-
ciations are formed by combinations of
cutrents in the brain and e made
permanent by the growth and modification
of cells at thie point of union.  When an
impression is made upon the brain a
change 1s produced and an effect 1emains
in the brain substance. 1f it be 1epeated
the change is deepened and the effect
becomes more  lasting. Iutellectual
capacity is therefore at bottom an  affain
of physical impiessibility and is subjected
to limitations.

The writer of *“ Objections " then pro-
ceeds to mahe the remark that ** Nothing
once acquited is ever lost.”  Mi. Bain
says: '‘ Excitable brains that can com-
mand a very great concentiation of force
upon a subject will be proportionately
improved for the time being. By drawing
upon the strength of the futme we e
able to fix tempomranly a great variety of
impressions during  the exaltation  of
cerebial power that the excitement gives
The occasion past, the brain must be idle
for a corresponding lengrh of time, v.hile
a large portion of the excited impressions
will gradnally perish away.”  The biain
should be carefully ttained and husbanded.
We must bear in mind that in ““life’s
short span ” we cannot learn everything,
for while we itte endeavoring to master
one coutse of study, the previons meuntal
impressions will of necessity be crowded
it to make toon: for those we are now
loading the biain with.  So that it
behooves us to use cateful judgment in
choosing those hues of thought which
will be of the gieatest use to us throngh-
out life, and which we can see exemplified
in our daily surroundings.  If we do this
onr conceptions, instead of fading away,
will be strengthened and stimulated,
and we will be capable of deeper thought
and clearer perception.

My contespondent says : ¢ We have uo

g1eat names ¢u out 1ecords who have left
gems of thought to the woild, but we find

that their souls were 10used by the
writings f past thinkers.” It is to be

regretted that she has never heard the
thiilling  wames  of  Newton, Watt,
Stephenson and Edisoy, and many other
equally illustiions names, aud, in ail
stncerity, I would advise that she dili-
gently seaich till she comes across them,
and that she read the early lives of these
men, and it is the humble opinion of the
writer that she will find they have become
famous, not by 1eading “ the witings of
past thinkers,” but by careful observation
and indefatigable study of the natural
phenomeuna presented by every-day life.

In conclusion I wish to express the
hepe that Tam not transgressing to too
great an extent on the time of the Editois
of the “ Poirtfolio,” and that the length
of this 1eply will not be considered an
imposition on good nature.

BLuFr.

s+ Salutatory. ¢

PLEASURES OF SCIENCE.

Lesan A0 W SEUTCLIFFE.

RIENDS andacquaintances! Ibid you
1o-night in behalf of Class ’go a heaty
welcome ! You have come to show us

by yvour svmpathy and kindly feeling that
vou are interested in us, and we are
grateful for it.  To-night we are entering
upon another life, new cates and new
joys are opening before us, and e
resolutely turn our faces from the past
with its joys and soirows so inextricably
comingled, and put our forces to our new
work, hoping that the futmie will show
our efforts have not been in vain. We
are  to sepmate—different  callings,
aspitations and circumstances, will make
our paths through life diverge, but the
chain of friendship will not be broken—it
1s too Armly welded by association and by
our mutual experiences of joy and sorrow
for absence to sever. It is with sadness
that we will say farewell, but we look
with pleasure to the future when we hope
to fulfill the expectations of our teachers,
and prove that the lessons leained while
heie have not been in vain.

The actual benefits which humanity

has 1eaped from the developments of
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scientific research are of such variety and
prominence as to elicit from the public
mind a continuous stizam of high sound-
g and indeed well merited panegyrize
on science and those men who have
promoted its wondetful advancement.
But although the conquests of this branch
of learning have been vast, it is as yet in
its cradie; the impetus derived fiom
the fruit-bearing philosophy of Racon is
but beginning to give it motion.  Like a
small stream its utility is limited ; it must
ere long expand into a wide branching
tiver, and ultimately identifv itself with
the ocean, whence it may with a liberai
hand lavish its rich blessings on the whole
world.  The intention of this paper is to
say something with regard not so much
to its utility to mau, as to the pleasure to
be derived from its pmsuit.  Science is
nsually regarded as a something which
by its numetons 1amifications illuminates
mankind, mitigates saffering, prevents
disease, augments the fertility of the soil,
promotes intercourse between distant
lands and a tivaliy m the arts of peace
and war between nations aud com-
munities—a something which in a word
civilizes mau.  But as a fountain of real
enjoyment, to which we may resort in
our leisure moments, as we would to art
or literature, from whose waters we may
derive a true ennobling gmatification at
times when we have failed to find it
elsewhere, in this respect it is seldom
treated with the importance due toit;
but in this respect we claim for science a
very high position, and shall now endeavor
to bring forward a few reasons in support
of this.  In looking at almost any other
source of enjoyment we cannot fail to
notice how meagre and barren, how
restricted in quantity and ignoble in kind,
they all are when compared with science.
In the former we have but one world
before us—the latter brings two others
within our ken, one revealed by the
telescope and one by the microscope. It
is trne that without scientific aid we can
enjoy many beauties, both in the celestial
and terrestial worlds, but we cannot be
accused of extravagance if we say that
with that assistance the scene is as far
beyoud that without it as the treasures of

.

a wealthy mine exceed i valne the small
lot of ground that covers it.

Let us look in the first place at what
science shows us, commencing  with the
world in which we live. Here the first
and great thing which calls forth our
admiration is the wonderful manuner in
wnich everything is adapted to suit the
conveniences of all living beings. The
machinery by which the exquisite har-
mony of nate is continnally preserved,
is open to our view, when the outer
envelupe is thrown off we may look into
the very interior of the contrivauces, and
behold the secret springs dirvecting the
actions transcribing on yvour globe.  And
here we find realities far exceeding in
design the boldest efforts of any child of
imagination. To one viewmyg the pro-
cesses of nature with a scientific eye, it
appears like a great drama, constructed
by a superior intellect, in which every-
thing is airanged to perfection, all the
actors stepping into their places at the
exact moment, performing their duties
with 1emaikable precision and retiring
at the proper time to give way for others;
all are distinct, yet all are inseparable.

And if we are struck with adimiration
at the marvellous mechanism of the world
around us, where shall we find words to
express our astonishment and surprise
when we turn our eyes above us and
behold the glories of the upper air.  Here
we survey a scene in extent like that
beheld by Satan on the opening of the
gates of Tartarus, an

“Illimitable ocean, without bound,

Without dimension, whose length, breadth and
height,

And time and place are lost.”

Even the feeling of pleasure and the
delights of novelty give way to amaze-
ment and awe. Before, we considered
ourselves as beings exercising an import-
ant influence on the economy of nature,
and our world as the greatest of all
worlds. Now, it and all things on it are
attenuated to a point. We are traly
humbled ! our arrogant pride, haughty
self-sufficiency and intolerant  pre-
sumption are thrown entirely off when we
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consider the splendors of Him, so nobly
described in the langnage of Paul, “ \Who
only hath immortality, who dwelleth 1
hght which no man can apptroach unto,
whom noman hath seen nor can see.”
When Moses was entreating God for the
Israelites after their idolatrous worship,
he made use of this petition—‘“ I veseech
Thee, show me Thy glory.” And f the
universal voice of hamanity had offered
this prayer to the great Architect of the
universe, they could not have received a
mote striking manifestation of Divine
glory than that which has been the result
of astionomical reseaich within the last
few huandied years.  The sun which
illumines us by day, represented in the
beauntiful mythology of the ancients as
Apollo with his flaming  chariot and
steeds, tuins out to be a vast sphere of
light nearly a million and a half times as
large as our earth; while at night the
innumerable lights which before were
dissolved in the brighter blaze of the sun,
are discovered to be innumerable worlds,
some of them vastly larger than the sun
itself ! the number is incomputable, and
they are separated by distances which
may be placed in figuves and words, but
which no human intellect can compie-
hend. And the faither we go the moe
wonders we find. As we penetrate with
the glasses deeper and deeper into the
“void profound of unessential night,”

small glimmering  points  expand  into
more worlds—thin  mists  open out
into families of worlds. Still we see
others twinkiing in the distance! The

wild dieam of the Germau poet seems to
be more than 1iealized,—* God called
maun fiom his dreams into the vestibule
of Heaven, saving ‘ come up higher and
I will show thee the glory of My house.’
And to His angels who stood abouc His
throne He said, ¢ Take Him, strip him of
his robes of flesh, cleanse his affections,
put a new breath into his nostrils; Lut
touch not his human heart, the heart
which fears aud hopes and troubles.”
A moment and it was done, and the man
stood ready for his unknown voyage,
under the guidance of an angel, with
sound of flying pinions, they sped away
from the battlements of heaven. Some-

times on the mighty angel’'s wings they
fled through Saharas of darkness:—
wildernesses of death. . At length from a
distauce, not counted, save in the
arithmetic of Heaven, light beamed upon
them—a sleepy tlame, as seen through a
hazy cloud. They sped on in thei
terrible flight to meet the light ; the light
with lesser speed came on to meet them.
In a moment the wheeling of planets,
then came long eternities of twilight,
then again on the right hand and on the
left appeared more constellations. At
last the man sank down crying, *“ Angel
I can go no further. Let me down in*-
the grave aud hide wmyself from the
infinitude of the universe, for end thete is
none " ‘ End theie is none ?"” demanded
the angel ; and from the glittering stars
that shone atound them came a choral
shout, “ End there is none!” * End
there is none?” again demanded the angel :
“and is it this that awes thy soul? [
answer—end there is none to the universe
of God! Soalso of Him who makes it
there is no beginning 17

\We think that a consieration of these
glories in a proper frame of mind 15
enough to awake pleasuiable sensations
even in the most stoical. But theieis a
material difference between astionomy
and other sciences in this 1espect. In
most others we are required to tiead our
way through a labyrinth of detaiis and big
words, that might have made Quintilian
gasp and stare; before we reach the
centre of apjoyment and hence, eithe:
through weariness we stop before we
arrive there, or if we do hold on our way
patiently to the end, the mind is
encumbered with particulars, etc., and
thus the scene loses its effects  But
with astronomy the case is different : the
wide gaies of the infinite are opened, and
its glories immediately disclosed to our
view : there is no intervening medinm to
perplex our sight.

[Let us now our attention to
another of the worlds which science lays
before ns—that revealed by the micro-
scope. Here the glories of the Cieator
shine quite as resplendently as they do
in the Heavens; here we see as much
true greatuess as in the.gigantic spheres

tnry
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that voll along in the thunders of theit
course on all sides of us : here rules per-
fection ; here riches are strewn by nou
niggard hand : hete the Creative power
moves supreme ;. here while nothing is
lacking, nothing is redundaunt : here are
seen in bewildering profusion the resomces
of 2 mind that knows no exhaustion, the
blessiugs of 1 love that knows no bound |

A great part of the enjoyment of
ardinary life consists of a contemplation
of the beauties of nature and the wonders
of wrt: where then can scenes «f mme
transcendent beauty be found than those
to which we have just refeired 2 Do we
love novelty 2 Hete are novelties withouat
end, either to variety or number. Is the
ever buovant principle of curiosity to be
watified 2 Herve is food in abundance for
the most curions.  And then we are not
esdictea to those  branches  just
mentioned—natural science unfolds to us
all the barmonious windings of physical
laws, all the fine adaptions and hair-
spring minuteness, so couspicuons in
every part of natme’s work-room.  Then
comes chiemistry, one of the most wonder-
ful of ail, with her eagle eye throwiny off
the complicated envelopments  which
makes the world such an enigma, search-
ing out the secrets hoarded up in the
hiding places of the univeise, and holding
up to onr gaze such specinens of Divine
mgenuity, skill, power aud foresight. as
to canse the pompous fabrics of human
construction to dwindle inte unessential
shade. So with all the sciences: there
is not one which does not exhibit some
poiuts of pecaliar interest.  And science
hias given ns some of the most couclusive
arguments that we have, or conld have,
welative  to  the immateriality aund
immortality of the sonl.  Physiological
1esearches have shown that our bodies
are 1 a continual state of chauge;
that uew material is being coustantiy
added to them as old material is being
carvied away : in fine that the bodies we
now have are not at all the same bhodies
which we had a short time ago.  Yet we

kuow that we ourselves continue the
same. We see by this that the thinking

part of us is entirely distinct from the
tenement in which it dwells. Someane

hias said * We have already several times
lost a great part, or perbaps the whole of
our bodies, according to certain common
established laws of unature: yet we
remain the same living agents 1 when we
shall lose as great a part, or the whole,
by another common established Jaw of
nature, death, why mav we not also
remain the sume? This brings us to a
glorions conclusion by which we may sav
with the Roman poet, thongh in 2
different sense, “ I shall wot all die.”

The man who luxariates iu the iich
fields of science enjovs some of the
greatest privileges given to men  The
poet has high privileges, but thev are as
nonght  compared to  those of the
scientific mau.  The former has to deal
entively wiil the outwiad appentance of
uatute, but it is given to the man of
science to enter the treasure chambers of
the Creator, whete are concealed the
riches both of the wisdom and kuowledge
of God, to him as to the high priest of
old, is allowed an entrance into the very
penetralia - of the temple, whete the
transcendent glories of the Shekinah
1adiates from between the cherubims:
he alone is admitted into the interior of
these caverns of omnipotence, where the
walls  are huang  with nost  gorgeous
dravery, interringled with gems, flashing
forth the vowerful reflex of a Divinity's
insufferable blaze.

+€ost ®old.+

1My b Hasnzos Lagd
N dim green deptbs ot ingat-laden slup..
3 While golid dualiloons, that foom the drowned
hand tell,
Lac nestied in the occansflowers” bell
With Lwe's pemimed sings once kissed by now ddvad
lips 3
And gound some wroaaghtegold cupe the seaqgass
whips
Aud hidzs Jost pranks, near peards il in their sheil
Where sea-weerd fnnests il each ocean dell,
Aud xeck dim sunlight with their conntlecs tips,

Su fiv the wasted gifts, the Tong-dost hupes.
Bencath the now hushed surface of myarelf
10 lauclicr depths than whete the diver gropes

They lie deep, deep s but 1 at times heheld
T doulnful glimpses, on some scefy sheif,
The gleam of irrecaverable gold.
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VALEDICTORY.

Mav Suiaw,

N oild Greek philosopher says:—

“ Number is the essence of all
things : and the organization of the
universe, in its varions determin-
ations, is a barmonions system of numbesrs
and their 1elations.”  *lThas number is
the prevailing law  or svmmetiy  of
the universe, the ultimate, the absolutely
veal.  “ Evervthing,” says Philolaus,
*which is known has in it nnmbers, for
1t is impossible either to think or know
anything without numbers.”. Pope savs :
—* We tlunk in numbers for the nam! s
come.  We either thiuk of evervthing as
a unit or under more compiex 1elations.”
Tu the physical world the question of
numbers hecomes very imiportant, when
the phienomena of heat, light and sound,
are solved according to the theory of
vibration.  The graudest, maost beautiful
creations in the universe, ate besed upon
the eternal laws of mathematics.  Life is
dependent upon a certain number of
respirations per hour.  Gravitation is
1esolved into a mystic force which acts
mversely as the square of its distance.
Heat is cousidered as a mode of pendular
motion,  Sound rests upon the relations
of vumber. Light as well, on the fact
that a certain number of vilnations pass
thiough space every second.  The whale
science of chemistry tests  upon  the
velations of number.  The symmetry and
beauty of wamber is  clearly  visible
throughout nature  From the simplest
botanical specimen, to the most complex
and delicately organized, the law of
maltiple and snb-multiple prevails. The
crystal, bright, palished, svinmetsical, is
defined by the number of its sides and
the magnitude of its angles.  In the
higher realm the thonghit universe, there
is also a sart of crystallization, an
intellectnal gravitation towards the true.
History clusters around a few great
names. Each in his own age and clime
has formed a ceutre arvound which all
noble thoughts, all great deeds revolve.

Could we lift the veil that sepaiates the
past from the present : wander into the
mist and the dieamiand of long ago, what
tevelations 2 What evidences of thought
and skill would meet oureves  Could we
view the colossal monuments of Asiatic
pride and Eastern despotism 2 Could
we see the proud mistress of the seas
dictating law tc the empite? Counld we
but catch a glimpse of the exquisite
sculpture, painting  and  statuary  of
Gievece !  Coutrast this Odiental spiendor
and magnificence with the present and it
will suffice to remiud us that ancient
civilization was oue vast svstem  of
machineiy, that the motor force was
simple and vet powerful, that it consisted
of a few master minds, that the mualtitade,
impulsive and passionate, was ever ready
then, as now, to follow the leaders voice,
to tread the foot-paths marked out per-
chance, by smne dating spuit centuties
ahiead of the times.

In these days of political organizations
and mass meetings we hear but little of
the individual life. The majority are
usnally in the wrong, the few aie in the
nght. These e the men of rugged
independent thought, who are fieed from
the trammels and shackles which centuries
of idol-worship  have lmposed upon
bumanity. One of the seven Sages of
Gieece remurked, “The majority ae
bad.”  As nature ever tends to array
berself in symmetricai forms: so  the
wmajority ever tends to  follow  certain
lines of thought, certain modes of action
and above all the time-worn fandmarks,
the old beaten paths.

The worid has been saved by the few,
the “scatteted rtemunaut”™ of the old
prophet Ezekiel.  Isaiali with his sublime
imagery takes up the same refrain, “a
tenth shail seturn ™ and “* these shall be
an highwav for the remmaunt of his people.”
The world's histary is the history of the
remnant. Leonidas  and  his  tlnee
hundied Spartans fell in the fiay. Al
Greece vose up and moved forward to
victory. The Helwew Neers in  theiv
prand, luxuriant imagery, saw in the
vemnant tire hove of Istael.  The flower
of cavalier chivahly meited like snow
before Cromwell and his stardy Puritan
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warriors. The subduing of the majority,
by Cromwell and his little band, was
essential to the foundation of England's
future glory and greatness. The miilions
of France were but a weapon in the
hands of Napoleon Bonaparte. Garibaldi
broke the chains which had held Italy in
bands so loug. Daring the Middle Ages
men were branded as heretics and cast
autside the pale of the chiurch for simply
daring to think for themselves. Tinat
spirit, which fire and sword and perse-
cution couid not destroy, still lives in the
nineteenth  century. Wycliffe and
Tyndale, Ridley and Latimer, Martin
Luther and Knox, would face death
rather than yield, and to-day the work
of the remnant goes on.

Wilhere the cause of right is involved
* numbers ”’ becomes a relative term. All
great reforms, social, political and moral,
ave effected by the few. John Howard's
life was spent in visiting the prisons of
Europe. The words of Elizabeth Fry
soothed and encouraged the occupant of
many a lonely cell. The writings of
Dickens and Mrs. Stowe have done much
by way of moral reform. In sccial
matters Gladstone with bhis brilliant
intellect and vast scholarship, deep
sympathy aud broad charity, has elevated
the condition of the masses. On this
side of the Atlantic Hemy Georve is
agitating the labor question.  Tolstoi has
employed his pen in behalf of the masses
of Russia. These reforms are effected by
the few, firm in adherence to conviction,
unwavering in allegiance to the right, the
good, the noble, the true, those heroic in
every sense of the term. * The lhero is
grand simply by lis deeds.” Who would
not rather have been with Athanasius and
the right, than with his host of accusers?
Who could help admiving the tremorless
assumption, the splendid eypotism, of
Martin Luther, as he stands aloue against
the combined power of Charles V., Spain
and the Pope? In the thought. realm,
the higher universe, all great moral aud
sociai veforms are effected by the few,
Numbers in the grasp of a great mind
are but the stepping stones to success.
Reform begins with the few and euds
with the many, aud in this way the

s e g

majority come to the front. Though
numbers may trinmph they caunot con-
vince, The mass bliyded by self-iuterest,
dazzled by glittering show has passion
for prompter and pride. He who has the
true welfare of the mass at heart, will
seek their elevation and education.
When true womanhood and true man-
hood come to the front, the value of true
dignity and wortl: will be justly estimated.
Truth is eternal, the right shall prevail.
The hurrying crowd, the fleeting throug,
may weep and toil adown the ages. A
few will stem the current.

Ralph Waldo Emerson says:—* Few
men have any next, they live from hand
to mouth without plan, and are ever at
the end of their line, and after each
action wait for an impulse from abroad.”
As to the requisite qualities displayed by
the few, three great maxims were be.
queathed to future ages by three great
men, Shakespeare, Arnold and Goethe.
“To thine own self be true,” * Trust
yourself ” and * Try to understand your-
self and things in general.,” Yet in these
modern days the old Saxon idea that
duty was the ideal, the touchstone of
life is lost, and individuals not great
deeds live.

Great national interprises are achieved
by numbers acting as a unit. Boadicea,
Queen of the Iceni, with her little army
drove back the Roman invaders. The
same spirit which animated the old
Saxons is the spitit of the remmant,
* Their Sea-Kings who had never slept
under the smoky rafters of a roof; who
had never drained the ale horn by an
inhabited hearth: laughed at wind and
waves and sang: *“The blast of the
tempest aids our oars, the bellowing of
lieaven, the howling of the thunder, hurt
us not, the hurricane is our servant and
drives us whither we wish to go.” All
Eugland rose at the call of Elizabeth.
The Armada which had menaced her
shores was seen no more.

There have been mauy, not always the
most eminent leaders in any oue sphere
of human greatuess, but men whose
actions made a strong and definite
impress upon their contemporaries.
Wordsworth says :—

.
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“The gieatest minds ate those of
whom  the noisy wotid heas  least.”
Geotge Lliot was jmpressed with  the
same thoughi, for she has wiitten ;-—

* We see human heroisin broken into
units, this anit is little, might as well not
have beew.” let us rather raise =«
monment to the soldiers whose birave
hearts only kept the ranks nubroken and
met Dzath. A momunent to the taithfni
who wete not famons, and who were
precious onlv as the comtinuity of sun.
beats is precious, thongh some of them
fall uns cen and are bartenness.”  Donbi.
less life is stiewn with shipwiecks, but
the function  of philosaphy is to take
all men at their best. Iufluence moves
in waves fiom continent to continent,
fiom cycle to cyeie. A wireat star sets,
but the tiny 1ay of light whicl stiikes ous
eve was sent on its  lonely  journey
thousands of vemrs ago.  For anght we
know that star has long since ceased to
be. The light stili shines on, so it 1s
with the influence of a few great minds

02 may we juin the cliis invisibie
Of thase immseatal deni who bive again,
Lo mnmdds waeie better by theis presence @ live
in puises sinred 1o gencsonty,
L deesds of dating tectitide, in scan
Vot misciable atms that end i selt,
I thoughts suidime that miesce the sighs, hike s1ar,
Asted withs their mild persistence wrge wan’s searcih
Tu vastes isues.” -

Ou the question of the higher education
of women pubiic opinion has not hitherto,
shown a “somnd majorite.”  The few
bave been in the vight, the majority e
in the wronmy. But the day is coming,
the day is not far distant when the few,
the °* seatteared 1enmaunt,” will be the
many, when the higher education of
women shall prevail.  The environments
of woman in the nineteeath century, are
such as demand higher education.  Amid
the progiessive developments of the age
shiall wonun be the only clog - Shall the
narrow thought and bigotry of preceediug
ages be represented by her 2 If man with
his superior inteilect, is enabled to
pursune his life-work with greater ease and
efficiency, why deny woman access to it ?

.

The fact that the higher education of
women hias not been recognized as it
onght, is a stain upon modern civilization,
# blot upon the boasted liberality and
cultme of the age. The home is the
chief factor in the community : while all
other lines of thought e advancing in
this progressive awe, the education of
women must keep pace. The higher
eduacation of women must come, as come
it will,

To night we stand upon the verge of
another hfe. \Wha* the futme holds in
store for us we kpow not.  And in lookiny
back, as I trust we shall look back, the
old College will be the tonchstone of many
tender memotiszs . And now  to our
fellow-students, to von with whom we
have toiled side by side, we say
“fuewell.”  We thank you for your
svmpathy and kindoess.  To vour keeping
we entinst the honor of the dear old
College. May it ever be vour first
tiought.  \We wish vou every success and
trast that in davs to come youn awill
outshine vour predecessors.  \We thauk
Mrs. Butus for her kindness, for the
thoughtfil care and consideration for our
welfare whicl she has ever shewn.  \We
thank the Ditectois and the kind friends
in the city, for the warm welcome
accorded the students at their homes.
\We wauld especially remember Mr. and
Abs. Sanfod, to whose hospitality  the
stindents owe so much.  Scatce was their
home biighitened by thein pnesence when
their doois wete titown open to us.

To von, Dr Buins and the mewbers of
the faculty, we awe much. \When the
heart i1s full woids lag behind. \When
the heatt is touched words suggest, they
cannot convey that which we would wish
to exptess. But we koow that life will
bhe all the fuller, ticher and hrighter, for
baving come in touch with vour lives.
You by yvour example have shewn us the
true worth of life.  We have never had
anything but sympathy is our work. In
leaving the Caliege we wonld wish you
every success, we know vour work will
be as nobly done for others as it has been
done for us.  We appreciate the spirit of
self-sacrifice displaved in the labors of
the past. With deep gratitude we say
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av vour efforts be crowned

¢ farewell M
with success.

We have met in halls of learning,
\We have chatted by the way,
Now in parting there comes a yearning,
Longing wish that each might stay.
Why must we so carly sever
Ties su strongly binding each ?
Why not live forever 2
Thus within each other’s reach.
Slowly, sadly, the answers comes back from afar,
Each has her work allotted, follow that Guiding Stas.

The ‘§inancial Eapabilities
of oman.

\
Iy Miss NerTie BrkRuoLnes.

MOUNTAIN lake on a  bright

sutnmer morning tests so sweetly,

sparkling wm  the sunshine. Its
wently  undulating  surface invites the
tomist to take a sail.  But soon a slight
bireeze ruffles the water.  Iu a short
time large waves rise. A heavy wind
sends the foam dashing on the shore.
Then the spray is lifted up and is driven
like a locomotive against the crags and
up the crecks.  After the gale has passed,
the terrible force subsides and finally calm
is agamw hrought to the agitated waters.
An ever smooth, siivery lake is to be
preferved, but inactivity Tesnits in stag-
nation. Bacteria generate and disease
spreads.  The water in its tossing catches
the air and sunlight, making it pure and
healthful.

The position of women for many
hundreds of years has been quiet and
vestful. Too much rvest, however, has
caunsed stagnation of the powers of the
intellect. Naow the shaking up has com.
menced.  Saciety is overtmned and
women carry ewntluu;: before them.
From the handling of stocks in a money-
market to the management of a stall at a
flower-show, nothing is too difficult for
them to attempt. When the recon-
struction of society lias been accomp-
lished, and women have found their vight
place in it, the human race will be nobler
and more god-like. .

i
|
l

As a resalt of this agitation, a favorite
subject of criticism is the Financial
Capabilities of Womaun. It has attracted
the attention of the greatest thinkers of
to-day. Why there should be any
doubt it is difficult to explain. She is
botn with the same amount of brain and
vitality as man, and is able to compete
with him in our Colleges and Universities.
The victories woun at Cambridge by Miss
Ramsay, of Girton, in the Classical
Tripos, and Miss Harvey, of Newnham,
in the Modern Language Tripos, have
been forcible arguments for the capacity
of women to receive an education  Her
ability to edit aund conduct a journal is
kuown, her skill in inventions is acknowl-
edged, and the tact she displays in
organizing and controlling societies merits
meat pruise. But when the idea of
bandling money is brought forward, there
lingers a doubt of her success in using it.

In the early days of the human race the
position of woman was very low indeed.
The Chinee regarded his wife in the
1elation of a servant.  The Koran tanght
that no woman could enter heaven unless
in company with her husband. The
cultured Greek would not allow his bride
to speak to him for months unless he
spoke first.  His wife lived in rade rooms
at the r1ear of the mausion, while his
apartments were handsomeiy decorated
with works of art.  The Roman treated
his wife as so much property. Hadley,
in his Intioduction to Roman Law, savs
of the women in the time of Justinian,
* the married woman was scarcely allowed
to have auy separate lepal activity, her
legral personality being absorbed and lost
in that of hes hosband " This principle’
the Early Chnich adopted iu its canon of
law, because it symbolized the nnity  of
married life which it was endeavoring to
maiutain against the heathen customs
then pevailing. Hadley also vemarks
that the “ tendency of the legislature of
Frauce and Eugland and in our own
country, is more and more to gi\e
married wemen the power of acquiring,
lmldmg and managing property of their
own ' Thas tracing the disadvautages
to which woman is subjected, we are
astonished to see how many have been
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vemoved in the last half century. For
many, many years the social inferior of
man, her rights ignored, she has been led,
unti) recently, to believe that the purpose
of her creation would never be realized.
Blackstone, in his chapter on Husband
and Wife savs, ** the very being or legal
existence of the wife is suspended during
marriage and that she is liable with
whips aud sticks to be sharply chastised,”
and finishes with these 1emarkable words,
‘“ s0 great a favorite is the female with
the law of Eugland " Lately, the laws
have changed so compieteiy that women
have no cause for complaint.  They are
aliowed to enter business, make contiacts
with other paisous, and give promissory
notes.

From the fact that man is usually the
bread-winner, the examples that have
been given us of woman's ability have
Leen execative 1ather than financial,
The tact necessary to wovern is of the
same chatacter as the shrewdness dis
plaved  in monev-matters. Histoy
furnishes many instances of women who
have shown what they are capable of
doing. Debmah, judge of the Hebrews,
by uer wisdom saved het peopie from the
Canaanites ; Boadicea, the soldier-queen
of the Biitous, showed great heroism in
defending her countiy. Catherine, wife
of Peter the Great, raised herself fiom a
slave to be Ewmpress of the Russians.
She was the sole adviser of her husband,
and by her great strength of mind planued
means of escape fiom difficulties that
seemed iusutmountable. Queen Elizabeth
sat at the head and controlied her council-
board. She roused her kingdoem from
lethargy to ambitious enterprise. Qur
own Sovereign, although queen of a
limited wouarchy, has wheunever occasion
afforded, given proof of marked talent in
directing the affairs of the State

The lack of the number of business
women is owing to the want of capital.
Iu wmost cases the father and the husband
make and spend the money.  Their wives
and daughters are given but little to use,
aud thus have no opportunity to develope
auy business talent they might passess.
Not one woman in ten has money to
spend as she wishes. A certain poition

is allowed her as pin-mouey, or to pur-
chase for the household needs. But, as
it usually happens, she,is not allowed to
know how money is made, therefore she
dues not economize. There is no doubt
that if women could have money to invest,
their capital migist be the salvation of the
home many times when the head of the
house has failed in his transactions.
Every woman should have a business
education.  Fathers may not always be
able to provide, husbhands frequently fail,
and lovers are often fickle. So the right

thing to do is to be prepared for
emergencies. Dr. Talmage sayvs: “Oh

young women of America, as mauny of you
will have to fight your own battles alone,
do net wait until you are flung of disaster,
ami vour father is dead, and all the
tesonrces of vour family have been
scattered, but now, while in a good house
and environed by all prosperities, learn
to do some kind of work that the world
must have as long as the world staunds.”
Almost every occupation is open, from
the t1ade of a4 housemaid to the pleading
behind the bar. Nearly every barrier is
1emoved, and society is now applanding
the talented woman, whether found at the
desk or on the platform.

Our Business Colleges afford an
excellent training in type-writing, short-
hand, book-keeping and bauking. In all
these brauches, the natural abilities of
woman fit her to excell. It is also a fact
that women taking their diplomas from
these colleges rank among the first in the
examinations

With the obstructions removed and

“the Colleges for training, wage-earners

hiave become very numerous, Thele are
in Ametica more than three millions of
womien who support themseves. But the
low wages paid is scarcely enough to
keep them adive. In sewing, only a few
cents can be made on each garment; in
teaclung, the female receives more than
a third less than the male. The terrible
fight for life tiwough gross injustice, has
cansed many women to break down in
health.  Joseph Cook says in Boston
eigliteeu thousaud vonug women caunnot
get enough for thetr work and get the
rest by a life of sin. What a terrible
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blight this will bring on the next
generation!

Many women not caring to go out in
the world, earn money at home. To
women living in country places, the pre-
serving of fruit, the making of good jellies,
and the preparation of chow-chow may
become very profitable.  They commence
with small beginnings, but soon succeed

in gaining enough money to start a large

basiness.  Murs. Taylor, of New Jersey,
boilt up an extensive business i the

making of mincemeat and plum puddings.
A Brooklyn lady whose care of her
family kept her at home, by snppiving her
neighbors with home-made bread soon
had a profit of several dollars a week,
which though little, would biing sunshine
to many homes with limited incomes.

Recently the Lady Guide Association
has been formed in London for the pur-
pose of giving employment to those
women of refinement who dislike ordinary
methods of work.  They secure seats for
tomists at places of amusement, bay
railway  tickets, engage steam-hoat
passages and rooms at hatels, provide
dinuers, suppers, aud take the ladies on
shopping expeditions.

Women will sacrifice more than men
for the sake of saving money. Some of
our girls working by the piece in the
factories will live on what wouid starve
any man.  In the home a mother will
make strenuous efforts to carve for her
children. Garfield’s mother lived on two
meals a day, to pay for the education of
her sous.  Mrs. Henry Ward Beecher
kept house, in the early part of her
married life, on three hundied dollars a
year. Put woman to a test and she will
both make and save money.

The wife is frequently the financier of
the family. Mrs. Talmage makes the
Doctor's engagemeunts and does his
baunking busines. The wife of Sir James
Macintosh, the author of the Dissertation
on Ethical Philosophy, managed and
preserved order in his affairs during
the most critical time of his time. The
wifes of Gladstone and Reaconsfield
relieved their husbands whenever it was
possible of business affairs, and the trust
reposed in them by their husbands,

proved thelr sound judgment and ability.

Business women do not have bad
habits, because less exposed to temp.
tations. They do not smoke, drink, nor
gamble. Neither do they consider it
necessaty to ‘‘treat” a man before
making a bargain with him. Conviviality
not belonging to women, their wits are as
keen at noon as in the early morning.

The shrewdness and push of business
women is acknowledged by every person.
No one is so clever a swindler as a
woman, to which the Custom House
Officets can certify. Among a gang of
comnterfeits a woman is generaily found.
If the lightning-rod ageunt was a nuisance,
4 woman as a book-agent will be more
persistent.  \Whatever she undertakes
will be pushed to the uttermost.

The woman detective has not 1eceived
public recognition, but nevertheless, she
is a reality. “ Diplomacy.” says the late
Superintendent  at  Scotland  Yard,
“always recognizes a woman’s skill, and
detective work is only another branch of
diplomatic service.” Women are em-
ploved to make enqgniries concerning
intricate domestic relations, and for the
porpose of finding out how the employees
of a firm spend their monev. Inventors
who have a suspicion that their patents
are infringed upon, employ a clever
woman to detect the fraud.  The services
of a Russian Princess are in constant
demand whenever it is supposed that
swindling or bogus companies are being
formed. A lady gradnate from Cambridge
is on the staff of detectives because there
she counld learn more of life and how
people lived.  The secrecy, mystery and
diplomacy of snch a life captivates the
womin

The qualities that make a good
detective also make a good capitalist.
They are many, and in the last few years
the number has increased very rapidl-.
Some go to Australia and make monc
in farming and sheep-raising.  Others in
the Westein States manage large ranches

and amiass a  fortune.  Some women
are aow controlling railroads. The

Baltimore & Ohio Railroad has for some
vears been managed by Miss Mary
Garrett.  After her brother had been
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incapacitated by disease, she nobly took
up the bmden and has handied the rail-
road and Dbanking iuterests ever since.
She obtained thé business training from
her father, and when the Garrett family
was without a head, undettook the great
work.,  INo woran hag ever shown snch
busmess talent.  The millions of her
family have been increased and now <iw
possesses over tinee nntlions in her own
name, A woman not thitty vears of ave,
she will vet be a Jim Fisk or a Jay Goold,
Mis. Hetty Gieen of New Bedford,
known as The Princess of W hales and the
Witeh of Wall Stieet, is satd to be worth
ity millions of dollars. She has property
m nemly every large city in the States.
Speculating largely o ifand, it is he
ambition that her soun shail be the 1ichest
man in the United States.

[n the professions women have not ouly
competed successfuliv in examinations,
but  are  successful  financially.  As
physicians they have existed from a vay
carly petiod.  The pation of medicing,
Esculapius taught both sexes. Josephus,
the Jewish historfan, writes of a Jow
whose mother was a physician. From
that time until the present thete ave many
women who have distinenished  thens-
seives, some taking chaits i Europeau
Universities.  The Gold medal of London
University was awarded to Miss Heien
Pridean. The Woman's Medical College
of New Jersey Infirmary was fonnded by
Dr. Eiizabeth Blackwelll As lawyears,
IElizabeth Cady Stanton can show how
successfil women may be.  As teachers,
thev are much  appreciated aud  the
positions i Higlh  Schouls  and
Academics we rapidly being filied by
them. They cannot ouiv teach but thev
make good inspectors. Many me also
ciected as members of School Boands,
proving their fituess for the trust by their
great excutive ability.  Bat with the
comparatively low salities usnally paid to
women, they will mauage to live well and’
educate themselves iu the Colleges and
Universities.

In the last Jdecade larpe societics of
women have been organized and con-
troled by them. The W. C. T. U. is
Lecoming an importani factm in politics

an-l its weight is felt by the Government.
Under the presidency of that talented
woman, Miss  Francis  Willard, the
machinery and money of that vast
association have been managed so admir-
ably that it has won the praise of the
nation. Recertly,in England, a Woman's
L.abor Union was orvanized. It has the
support of such men as Cardnial Manning
who stiongly advocates such unions for
the protection of working women.  Men
can more easily protect themselves, but
women are too often compelled to submit
to long hours and miserable wages or
starye.  The Ladies’ Missionary Societies,
the largest. orzanizations of  women,
contiol a lage amount of moncy.  The
American board expiesses its judgment
thus :—- .

“The wise economy, the pradent
management, and the resalt achieved by
Woman's Bomds may weli challenge the
admitation and the emulation of the othe
societies.””  The Methodist women of the
Cuited states own over a million and a
thitd dollars” worth of real estate in India,
China, Japan, Mexico, South America,
and Bulzaria.  These' missionary societies
here also publish magazines which have
uot oaly been szifsupporting, but  ave
cources of revenne  Besides paying the
expenses of a vernaculn pajer in India.
the Heathen Woman’s Friend has a fuad
of ten thousand Jdollars invested in bonds
wand banks.  Need there be anv doubt vif
woman’s financial capability ¢

Amony the miracles of the ninteenth
century none s so great as the hold
wotnen  have on -the monev-mdrket.
“Tolstoi says *“ women.and Hebrews rale
the world.”  The right of women to make
and use wmoney  ueed ne  longer  be
questicned.  She  demounstiates her own
ability to make evervthing a success she
umdertakes.  Io the revolution of society,
has she lost her womanliness? Is the
world better for the freedom given to
exercise her faculties ?

Those countries where women make
and spend their own money are the most

civilized  When Egypt was in her glony,
woman’s  position was acknowledged,

Miss Emelia B. Edwards the Egyptolo-
gist, says i the reign of the Ptolemys
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woman was legally and socially man’s
equal. She carried on business in her
own name, and possessed not only her
own property bat her busband’s also.  In
return she promised to provide him with
food and clothing and to see that after
death his body was properly embalmed.”
The American women of to-day stand
ahead in ability to earn money, and, aside
from its great natural resources, the
United States has made the most remark-
able progres of any country in the world.
‘The French women are noted financiers,
and but for political revolutions, France
could not be surpassed in the intellectual
attainments. The German women are
bringing themselves into notice and what
country is more great in every departinent
of knowledge ?

Eungland, the mistress of the world, is
governed by a woman. When lher
political greatness is gone, she will yet
live in the enlightment her daughters have
shed over the kingdom on which the sun
never sets.

Then give willing hands to help woman
in her enterprizes. I{ Lydia will be a
merchant, let her seil puiple. 1f Portia
is able to demand justice from Shylock,
open the doors of our law-schools for her
to study. If Rose Bonheur likes to paint
animals, {et her make the Horse Fair.
If Mrs. Frank Leslie can retrieve her
husband's fortune by writing, pay her well
for her work. The world of merchandise,
mechanisnm, and finance has been girdled
by more than one Nellie Rly. In the
narsery and the home, a lovely glow is
cast by the intelligent, capable woman.
The Church and State will reflect her
glory.  And now, the world’s history will
be written by a woman, enriched by her
own marvellous progiess.

sCommencement Exercises.¢

—

ALUMNZE “AT HOME.”

HE spacious parlors and corridors of the
Wesleyan Ladies’ College were thronged
by young people on Fnday, June 13th,
the occasion being the annunal “ At

Home” of the Alumna Association. There
was a quiet reunion among the large number

-y spee o

of former graduates of the College, and the
affair was one of the most successful gatherings
of the kind every held in the College. Mrs.
Burns, wife of the Principal, and M. Pra,
President of the Alumnez, discharged the
duties of hostesses in a very acceplable
manner, and conuibuted largely by their
efforts to the pleasure of the evening. The
Citizens’ Band, under the leadership of Mr.
W, M. Sheppard, i1endered the following
programme :
March—Hector............. ... Seaman
Fantasia - Evening Revels, Richards
Waltz~La Gitapa... ........Bucalossi
Galop—Bacchanal ...........Rollinson
Waltz—Marabella ......... .......Keller
Polka—Saucy Nell ...... .....Dufresne
Waitz—-Adela ......... <. Prendiville

During the evening light refreshments——ices.
ice-cream and cake—~were served in the farge
dining ball.  In one of the parlors, Miss
Cummings, the accomplished pianiste, plaved
several selections in an effective manner.  Mrs.
Martin-Murphy also delighted those present
with two solos, sung in her usually charmiry
style.  Altogether the evening was very enjov-
able.

ALUMNZE ASSOCIATION.

HE annual meeting of the Alumne Asso
ciation was held in the College parlors-
Saturday, the President, Mrs, 1. H
Prav, in the chair Thirty-erght

members responded to the roli call, many of
whom had come from a distance to participate
in the re-union. The minutes of the last
meeting and the Treasurer’s report were then
read by the Secretary, Miss Minnie H. Moore,
after which Miss L. Hardy, Conesponding
Secretary, presented the annual report, showing
the progress made by the Society during the
past year. An address of welcome was then
read by Miss Morton and tesponded to by
Aliss Millar, Thorold.  The election of officers
then took place, and rvesulted as follows:
President, Mrs. I' H. Prat; Ist Viee:
President, Mis. W. C, Livingstone ; 2nd Vice-
President.  Mrs. S. ¥. Lazier; Recording
Sceretary, Miss A, McInnes ; Corresponding
Secretary, Miss Lillie Hardy. ‘The graduates
of 1890 were then received into the Assocuation.

At 1 pan. an adjournment was made and a
DEJEUNER was partaken  of, Mr. Edwards
catering a sumptuous repast. Business was
resumed at 3 p.m., and the session consisted of
the reading of prize essays, The Alunme
prize of $25 for the best essay on “ Woman's
Financial Capabilities,” was awarded 1o Miss
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Nettie Burkholder, Hamilton, and presented
by Mrs. Cunningham, Galt.  ‘The Senior
Literary prize was awarded to Miss Sutcliffe,
for the best essay on * The Literature of the
19th Century,” and presented by Miss Colter.
‘The prize offered by Mrs. 1. H. Pratt for the
best papers on questions in the * Queen
Margaret Course ™ was won by Miss Colter,
Islington. At 5 pan, the meeting adjourned.
after having spent a most enjoyable time.

“ COUNT LEO TOLSTOL”

day evening—the lecture by Chancellor

Sims, of Syracuse, in Centenary Church,

was attended by a fair and decidedly
appreciative audience.  ‘The subject of the
evening was the life and works of ‘l'ulstoi the
preat Russian philanthropist and author.  The
lecture was given uader the auspices of the
Alumna of the Wesleyan Ladies’ College
Rev. Dr. Buras occupied the chair, and had
with him on the platform besides the lecturer,
Rev. J. S. Ltoss and Rev. S. Lyle.  Chancelior
Suas wreated the subject of his lecture in a very
masterly manner, and delivered one ofthe ablest
commentartes on the great man’s life ever
heard in this city.  After an interesting and
comprehensive description of the general con-
dition——social, motal and political—of Russia
at the time of Tolstoi’s bLirth, the lectwrer
described the auwthor’s life as a varied and
stining one.  The descendant of an aristo-
cratic tamily, e had served i the army in the
Caucasian Mountains and also passed con-
siderable time during the earlier part of his
carcer in the gay saciety of Maoscow and St
Petershurg He was. however, always of a
studious dispositien and inquiring  turn  of
mind  While vet young he came in contact
with many great minds in the literary world,
and soon afier began o write himself.  So
facile was his pen and rich the storehouse of
his brain that at the age of thirty he was
recognized as the foremost author of his
country. and he had kept the position ever
since.  Afier amassing a nuagnificent fortune
by his lierary labors. Tolstol withdiew into
retitement with lis family, and for wn vews
devoted his energy and talent 1o the studv of
the great labor problems of the age.  In 1875,
when forty-seven years of age, he hegan writing
one of lus most powerful works of fiction,
which ran as a serial through the Russian press
for a number of years.  In ¢ My Confession”
e told the story of his conversion in a very
impressive and interesting  mamner  The
lecturer tionght Tolstoi realized too vividly the

QL’[‘HOUGH on an unusual date—Satur-

possibilities of this life, and instead of being
a happy man having everything seemingly——
health, wealth and a bright family, to make hun
so, yet he walked in solitude, in the greatest
agony of mind and soul. The speaker then
read a short extract from the introduction to
Tolstoi’s book entitled * My Religion,” describ-
Ing his feelings at this time, Continuing the
lecturer did not think that Tolstoi ever became
an orthodox believer.  For instance, he could
never accept the idea of immortality, but he
was one of tl e greatest exponents of obedience
and submission, taking Christ’s teachings as
the acwme of perfection and only by perfect
trust and faith could he hope to come out
right,  The swate of the religion of Russia was
largely responsible for Tolstoi’s ideas of religion.
Soon after his conversion he left the gay
society of St. Petersburg and Moscow for ever
and retired further from those busy centers,
taking his wife and family with him. He had
all his carpets, pictures, etc , moved away, and
now he works in the fields with the peasants of
the country, with his wife and children by his
side.

¢ Some men,” said the lectuter * say ‘Tolstoi
is eccentric and not responsible for a great deal
that he does, particulatly in living in retirement
and associating with the lower classes as he
does.  But circumstances often alter and
wansform completely the various phases of a
case. Soit is with Tolstoi. He recognizes
the fact that there is between the lower and
higher classes of Russian society an invisible
but recognized dividing line as strong as the
laws of the Medes and Persians  While men
think him eccentric, he is busily employed in
studying the gireat educational preblem  of
Russia, and, in fact, the world ; also in trying
to find a solution for the problems of capital
and kbor. He knows also that he cannot
enter into the inmost life of the peasant class
unless he throws aside all class distinctions,
and, although dressed in the commonest of
clothing and working in the fields, he stili finds
time for the production of the great thoughts
and lessons which emanate from his brain,
His field of labor has been the widest—novels,
itineraries which would do credit to \Washington
Irving, alivgories on a par with John Bunyan’s,
fahles which rival those of Alsop, and even
stories for the litde ones”  In conclusion the
lecturer read several extracts trom Tolstoi's
wiitings as illustrative of his ability, and also
recounted several of his fables.

The lecture was listened to throughout with

gveat attention.  In meving a vote of thanks
1o Chancellor Sims, Rev. Mr. Lyle expressed
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the pleasure and satisfaction he felt in listening
to such an able lecture.  Rev. Mr. Ross also
made a few remarks in seconding the motion,
which was heartily concurred in by those present.

SERMON TO THE COLLEGE.
REV. S8, LYLE.

HE services at Centenary Church Sunday,
June 16th, were in connection with the
Commencement Exercises of the College.
In the morning Rev. S, Lyle, B.D . of

Central Presbyterian Church, preached to the
College students, and in the evening Rev.
Chancellor  Sims, of Syracuse  Unyversity,
addressed the Alumnae.  Rev, Mr Lye took
as his text in the morning Corinthians X111,
14, *The grace of our Lord Jesus Chiisy, the
love of God and the communion of the Holy
Ghost be with you ali.” He sud: “The
particular pottion of ithe text on which 1 wish
10 speak is the idea of the trinity.  ‘There are
people who think the doctrine of the trinity so
supernatural that we are justified in rejecting
it.  If we can found a natwal basis for the
doctrine then it will become more easy of com-
prehension.  In nature we find a gradually
ascending series of existence.  When you pass
from matter to plang, what a step you take, and
then you go to the animal and then to man.
Now let me ask. when you reach man have
you reached the end? Is there nothmng
beyond?  Ask man himself?  There are
longings and aspirations, hopes vast and
infinite that cannot be satisfied with this life or
with anything less than God.  there is not
enough in all the universe to suffice man.
Nature is a gradually ascending series that
rises to man and as far as this world goes stops
with man, but the aspiration rises higher and
higher 10 God.  We expect beyond man the
angels and beyond the angels God, the highest
of all. and that is what the scripture teaches.
In this gradually ascending series the higher we
go the more complex the life.  Matter is very
simple.  No form of activity in  simply
material existence.  But when you pass to the
vegetable world yeu have force, power and
vitality--life able to make the most of its sur-
roundings. ‘Though life here is higher than
matter how low plant life in comparison with
the animal. When we pass to the animal
world we come to the region of feeling and
when we pass to the highest form of animal life
we have the power of thought, conscience, will
power. Prompted by God's grace man can
go beyond these and translaie his thoughts into
noblest deeds.  Here you have infinitely more
complex life. The lowest form of animal life

has but one organ aud when you come to the
highest what an mfinitude. And are we not
justified in going further and believing  that
there are more complex beings than man. and
God the most complex of them all.  ‘The
revelations given of the angelic warld show
them more complex than the highest forin of
life in this world, and surely God s the highest.
before whom the angels bow, crying, holy,
holy, holy.  Following the teasoning we have
the complex Gad, Father. Son and  Holy
Ghost. Al the best Colleges of the worid
to-day divide the mind into three - three in one ;
the lowest, that which Iinds us by feeling 10
the world : the second, that which hnks the
feelings ; the third, that whicn puts this thought
and that together and draws conciusions. that
by which mind is brought 1o act upon mater,
which gives the power 1o work and to achieve,
When we think of ail tiat has been done by the
application of mind te mtter one is led to ask
where it will stop  We have the passive mind
which feels, the partiy active mind and the
altogether acuve mind - the tivee is one.  And
if we have the complexity in mind have we not
also in divinity.  The Uniarian view of God is
degrading. The god with anly one function
would be a low god.  The higher the existence
the more complex, not the less  complex, as
Unitariamsm would have us think.  Then the
idea of three gods is not bowe out in natwe.
The unity of the solar system points 10 a ity
of the three persons of the God head.  Had
there been three gods there woutd have been
confliction in the universe The idea of one
person in the God-head with thiee phases is the
least satisfactory of all It would make Christ’s
life a lie.  Christ prayed.  To whom would he
pray if there were not another person m the Gud-
head ?  There are clearly three persons m the
one  God-head—three  persons, one  God
People say tive three-in-one 1s very mysterious
That is what we would expect. A god who was
not more mysterious in his complexity than’
man would scarcely be a god.  God is not like
mat, either in being or thought God is of infinite
purity and infinite power and should be mysteri-
ous. Thereis one thought I would like to bring
before you students.  God is not the solitary,
lonely God of the Unitarian. He is « God in
three persons, and can therefore feel for you.
He is not a far-distant God, but a God with
whom youcan commune -a father, ‘I'he Christ
upon whom you lean is the everlasting God
who never changes. and that Holv Ghost the
source of ail light and joy. the giver of all that
is sweet in life, and just as you cultivate
knowledge of Him will you be great and true
and Christlike.




THE PORTFOLIO.

1382

CHANCELLOR SIMS

preached to a large congregation in the evening,
the Alumnx of the College, with the students,
past and present, occupying the centre rows of
pews in the body of the church. ‘l'he text for
the evening was Proverbs, cight chapter, part of
the 35th and 36th verses  For whuso findeth
me findeth life, but he that sinneth against
me wrongeth his own soul.” This personifica-
tion of wisdom, he said, I can say without
wistake is Ged’s will concerning you.  Godly
life is the perfect Jife ~perfect in every respect,
for this life and for the hereafier. It requires
faith 10 live such a life -a faith that many fail
to comprehend because it is not a faith in sone-
thing visible. Hence you see men and women
of great minds who are willing 10 set aside God
and future for this present, as if there were no
God. Many great minds will devote their
God-given energies to what this world affords.
and can comprehend nothing ligher. One
seeks honor in poetry, another in  science,
another engages in the commercial world and
another secks distinction in society and thinks
of nothing further, T'hese, after all, do not
make life in its fullness.  * If a man gain the
whole world and lose his own soul it profiteth
him nothing.”  QOutside of the wisdom alluded
10 in the text, there is nothing werth calling
wisdown  Whoso findeth it findeth hfe. 1he
wrue life must grow and expand.  There must
be more knowledge to-day than yesterday—
otherwise life fails, A human life that stops is
as much out of place as one of the shining
spheres of heaven out of its course.  Life must
develop and must be symmetrical — Life must
therefore have for its ideal a perfect and com-
plete pattern,  Life without complete develope-
ment is deformity. I think this perfect life is
the life spoken of in our text.  You must grow
in the knowledge and according to the law of
God. Law is a good thing—2a book of direction
for life. God’s law touches every realm with
which your life and mine has any relationship.
His law holds its relationship to the unseen
world  God has given you promises that can-
not fail, and an unchangeable law. He promises
life—eternal life.  \Whatever, then. is in God’s
will should be part of the law of your life. It
vou follow his laws vour life will develop and
become peifect, as I would have every one of
yours develop in the sight of God.

MUSICALE.

ONDAY evening the third of the series of
5{2‘) musical events held during the close of
the season at the Wesleyan Ladies’
College was listened to by a large and

appreciative audience. The musical director-
ship is under the capable management of Mr,
Clarence Lucas, and the success of the
progranmme of last evening reflected great credit
on the ability of the whole musical staff of the
College.  The programme consisted largely of
piano music, there being but four vocal numbers,
thice solos and a duet.  “U'he programme was as
follows :  Piano solo, “ Scheroz— Symphony in
C,” Miss Dease, and Mr. Lucas ; piano  solo,,
* Faust—Iantaisie,” Miss L. Hadden ; song,
* Magnetic Wanz,” Miss Blanche Burns ; piano
duet, “Andante from unfinished symphony,”
Miss Gibson and  Mr. Lucas; pano solo,”
“Romance in I flat,” Miss L Young ; song,
We Were Lovers Then,” Miss £ Corson
piano duet, “Fuogue in D. Minor,” Miss “Taylor
and Mr. Lucas ; piano solo, *Ist movement
Souata, op. 27, No I,” Miss Eta Lee ;song,
“Sing, Smile, Slumber,” Miss M. Buras ; piano
duet, <Andante Cantabile fromy 1st Symphony,”
Miss Quay and Mr. Lucas ; piano solo, “La
Truite,” Miss  Edith  Gibson ; piano  solo,
Barcaolle in G.” Miss Helen Quay ; piano solo,
= Hark, Hark the Lark,” Miss Eleanore Taylor;

plano  solo, ¢ Fantaisie—~Imprompty,”  Aliss
Marie Bums ; vocal duet, ** Holy Mother

Guide His  Footsteps,” Misses Young and
Quay ; piano solo, “ Valse de Juliette.” Miss
Clara Dease ; piano solo. (a) Romance in I
sharp, (b) Finale Sonata, op. 26, Miss Charlotte
Evans.  According to the announcements on
the programme, the two gold medallists of the
term are Miss Clara Dease and Miss Charlotte
Evans.,  Fhst class diplomas were awarded w0
Miss Marion Burns, Miss Clara Dease, Miss
cdith Gibson, Miss Eleanore Taylor, and Miss
Helen Quay.  Those who obtained second
class diplomas were Lilly Hadden, Miss Eua
Lee and Miss Lilly Young. The successful
competitor for the harmony prize was Miss
Lily Hadden.

On  ‘Tuesday evening the fourth musical
event of this season’s series was given at the
Weslevan Ladies’ College by the pupils.  There
was another large audience to enjoy the pro-
gramme, which was one of the best musical
affairs held here for some time.  Owing to the
absence of Mr. Clarence Lucas from the city
Me. Jo E. P. Aldous had charge of the pro-
gramme, which was as follows: Piano duet,
 Hungarian March,” Misses Ewing and Marsh;
piano sole, “Im Blumengarten,”” Miss L.
Kenney ; violin solo, “Selection,” Miss S.
Taylor ; Piano solo, “*Gavotte,” Miss Rawlings;
song. ¢ Home So Blest,” Miss Rosa Homuth ;
piano solo, ** Oberon Fantaisia,” Miss Pettet ;
piano solo, * Tarantella,” Miss E. Cprson ;
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violin duet, * Duet,” Misses Homuth and Little-
hales ; piano solo, * Song Without words,” Miss
Edith Bond ; song, * Day Dreams,” Miss
Bessie Clark ; piano solo, * Minuet,” Miss V.
Currie ; piano solo, * Valse Caprice,” Miss E.
Lazier ; vocal duet, 1 Would That My Love,”
Misses Corson and Hadden ; piano solo,
“‘Tarantella,” Miss M. Bwins; piano solo,
¢+ ‘I'urkish March,” Miss Charlotte Evans ; piano
duet, * Tannhauser March,” Misses Dease and
Evans.

ANNUAL COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES.

HE large auditorium of Centenary Church
was crowded to its utmost capacity last
evening by an interested and ap-

picciative audience.  ‘T'he occasion was that of
the annual commencement exercises of the
Wesleyan Ladies’ College. By far the larger
part of the large audience were ladies, and
their vari-colored costumes, the magnificent
floral decorations of the platform and the charm-
mg gowns of the successful students combined
formed a scene which will not suon be forgotten
by the majority of those present, cettainly not
by the maidens whose names were called out
during the evening

Promptly at 8 o’clock the chair was taken by
Rev. A. Burns, D. D. L L. D., Principal ot the
College. Among otheis on the platform were
Mayor McLellan, Hon. W, E. Sanford, Rev.
1. 8. Ross, M. A., Rev. Mr. Coleman, Rev. Dr.
Laidlaw, Rev. S. Lyle, B. D., Rev. Mungo
fraser D. D., Mr. S. B Sinclair, B.R, Dr.
Roseburgh, Mr. 8. F. Lazier, Q. C., Mr. R. E.
Gallagher, Mr, G. F. Marter, M. P. Mr, W. A,
Robinson and Prof. Forster, The services
were opened with the singing of the hymn, “O
Happy is the Man Who Hears Instruction’s
Waming Voice,” followed with prayer by Rev.
J. S. Ross.  The Salutatory was then read by
Miss Lenah A, W. Sutcliffe, Yarmouth, N. S.
‘This young lady made a decided impression by
the sweet bell like tones of her voice and her
rendition of her well-prepared and praiseworthy
literary effort was very creditable, The
valedictorian of the commencement was Miss
M. 1. Shaw, daughter of Prof. Shaw, of the
Agricultural College at Guelpl. Her paper
was a comprehensive and interesting pen sketch
of the science of mathematics and its relation
to every phase of the World'’s life and history.
Although somewhat weak at first probably from
nervousness, Miss Shaw’s voice gradually
gained power and confidence. At the
conclusion of these samples of the young ladies’
brain power and elocutionary ability they were
greeted with hearty rounds of applause and

eight handsome boquets, some larger than the
ladies’ heads.
CONFERRING DEGREES.

The President, Dr. Burns, then proceeded to
confer the degrees of Master of English
Literature on Miss Lenah A. W. Sutcliffe, of
Yarmouth, N. 8., and Miss May I. Shaw of
Guelph.  The President made a few remarks
suitable to the occasion. and on the ladies bow-
ing their thanks they were greeted with another
shower of boquets.

‘The distribution of diplomas was the next
order of business The first presented were
those for music, obtained by.

First Class—Miss Marion Burns, Hamilton ;
Miss Clara Maud Dease, Port Rowan ; Miss
Edith E. Gibson, Ottawa ; Miss Helen I Quay,
Port Horpe; Miss Eleanore Taylor, St
Catharines.

Second Class—NM\liss Lilly Hadden, Picton ;
iss Etta Lee, Walkerton ; Miss Lilian Young,
Toronto.

Those who received diplomas in art were:
AMliss Janie Hobbs, London; Miss Florence
Traill, Walkerton ; Miss Grace Lilian Morton,
Wellesley ; Miss Lilian Meakins, Hamilton ;
and Miss Alice Gould, Smith’s Falls, received
certificates in art.

Certificates in book-keeping were obtained
by Miss Mabel Grayden, Streetsville ; Miss
Edith Hurd, Hamilton; Miss Clara Hayes,
Hamilton ; Miss May Lawrence, Grimsby ;
Miss Lucy MacInnes, Hamilton ; Miss Alice
Snyder, St. Jacubs.

PRESENTATION OF PRIZES.

The presentation of prizes was the next thing
on the programme, the chairman inaugurating
the ceremonies by calling on Rev. S, Lyle, B.
D., to present the Governor General’s gold
medal for English literature to Miss May I.
Shaw, of Guelph. "In making the presentation,
the rev. gentleman referred to the difficuit’
vature of the examination through which Miss
Shaw had come triumphant with credit to her-
self and the College. He also referred to the
excellent teaching of the college in English
literature as evidenced by the splendid papers
written on the examination. He congratulated
Miss Shaw on her success and Dr. Burns on
having such a pupil, saying in conclusion that
he thought there was nothing more calculated to
elevate a man both mentally and spiritually
than conscientious study of Englishliterature, not
mearly one author but, asit is done at the
College, take the whole range of English
history and the great spirits of the several ages
and profit by their histories.
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Mr. S. B. Sinclair, B. A., was then called on
to present to Miss Shaw the Dr. Burn's gold
medal for pshychology. Mr. Sinclair, as the
examiner of the papers, spoke very highiy of
the intelligence and ability displayed in the
successful papers. Miss Shaw succeeding with
marks of 90 per cent. and notwithstanding
keen competition.  He thought the city had
good reason o be proud of an educatonal
mstitution like the Wesleyan Ladies’ College,
which was assisting to establish the reputation
for ability possed by Hamilton students.  (Ap-
plause )

Miss Shaw was what the chairman facetiously
called a repeater. there being another  gold
medal awarded to her, viz, the Thomas (,.
Watkins medal for, * Fvidenu: of Christianity.’
Rev. J S. Ross, having examimed the papers.
was asked to make the presentation, and did so.
making a few suitable remarks on the great
necessity of as many as possible of the younger
Chiistians  kuowing the pros and cons of
arguments in connection with the stability and
truth of Christianity.

It was evident, however, as the chairman re-
marked, that the good things were not all going
one way, Mr. S F Lazier, Q. C,, being called
on to present to Miss Lenah A W, Swcliffe, of
Yarmouth N. 8., the Wanzer gold medal for
natural science, the prize being awarded to the
competitor having the highest marks in the
five branches of the science. Mr.  Lazier
thought the averages made at this year's ex-
amination at the Wesleyan  Ladies’ College
higher, in the same subjects, than those made
by the male students of the ‘Toronto universities
or colleges, Fhe general examinations wete
also of a more rigid and severe nature than that
to be found in ather educational institutions in
the country of a like nature.  (Applause.)

Miss Sutchffe also secured the gold-medal
given by Mr. A Murray for Biblical history.
Rev. Dr. Frazer made the presentation in Ins
usual cheery manner, spcal\in;D very highly of
the good training and teaching of the minds of
the students of the College. He received the
idea in a great measure from the exceeding
keenness of the competition for the present
prize, the papers of which he had examined.
(Applause.)

Miss May 1. Shaw was called on again to
receive one of the two gold medals given by
Mr. M. Brennen for general proficiency. Mr.
R. E. Gallagher made the presentation, ac-
companying the action with a few well-woirded
remarks in congratulation of the successful
students and the staff of teachers.

The other medal was secured by Miss Helena

Bowes for the Dbest sophomore examination.
Dr. Burns reserved the pleasure of making this
presentation to himself and stated that the
voung lady had only heen attending the College
for one yeat.  Mr. M. Brennen further
showed his generosity by presenting with each
medal, two five dollar gold picces.

For some years past Senator Sanford has
donated a gold medal 1o the student making the
greatest progress in music.  Phisyear, however,
the compeiition narrowed down until it lay
between Miss Clara Dease and Miss Charlotte
Evans.  “I'he problem was effectually solved by
the Senator giving 1wo gold medals, one to each
of the young ladies.  Mr. G F. Marter, M. P,
P of Muskoka, made the presentation to Miss
Dease, the Hon. Mr. Sanford doing likewise
with Miss Evans’ medal.  Besides the remarks
which were made by these two gentlemen, the
presentations  were  each  accompanied by
baskets of beautiful ruses.  Indeed, such may
be said of the presentations, numerous hoquets
and baskets of cut flowers dotting the platform,
some of the young ladies having half a dezen
boquets.  ‘T'he flowers thrown from the galleries
were not always well aimed—or, perhaps, too
much ¢o —in that several of the speakers had
narrow escapes, particularly the popular chair-
man,

Last year Col. Ewing, a milituy gentleman
from Kansas, two of whose daughters had
attended the College, offered for competition in
art studies a gold medal, which was secured by
Miss Jume Hobs. The medal was presented
by Professor Foster, who made a few brief bt
interesting remarks on the greaness of artistic
ability, and the benefit a training in art is o a
person of even average intelbgence, in that they
perceive in nature beauties innumerable, and
which never suike the eye of the casual
observer  He commended the scope of the
studies in both Christian and Pagan art as pur-
sued in the curriculum of the College. He
concluded by congratulating the President and
the Board of Directors on the success of the
L examinations.  (Applause.)

Mr. W. A. Robinson was then called on to
make the presentation of the Duncan prize for
original oil painting, which was won by Miss
Helen Moore.

Rev. Dr. Laid.aw made the presentation of
the prize for elocution, awarded to Miss Maud
Hadden. The rev. gentiemen, in his brief
remarks, emphasized the fact of the College
being undenominational, and expressed his
pleasure at seeing so many Presbyterian
families in the prize list.



188

THE PORTFOLIO.

THE UNDERGRADUATES.

Rev. Dr. Burns then presented the prizes in
the undergraduate class as follows :  Best
erayon work, Miss Lillian Meakins and Miss
Alice Gould (equal) ; best sull life from round,
Miss May Stoneman and Miss Jessie Russel
(equal), and best copy, Miss J. F. McLaughlin.

T'he chairman then announced the results of
the competitions in the Alumnge work as fol-
lows: Best essay by a graduate, Miss Nettie
Burkholder ; best examination on  Alumnee
comse, Miss Kmily Coulter ; best essay for
titerary society, Miss Lenah AL W, Sueliffe.

Mayor MclLellan  was then iztroduced, and
cferred to the Wesieyan lLadies’ College as
being a great power for the advancement of
the educational interests of young women
thioughout Canada. Some of the pupils were
from points as far east as Nova Scotia, and as
far west as Calgary. N. W, 'I'.; bemg also
scattered in large numbers  throughout  the
Province.  He referred in very comphunentary
terms to the success of Guelph's representative,
Miss Shaw, and thought her suceess was a
splendid evidence of the success of the cur-
rictlum.  He also complimented Miss Hobbs
on the excellence of her work,  (Applause )

In bringing the exercises of the evening and
of the term to a close, the President, Dr.
Burns, indulged m a short retrospect of the
instory  of the College and the maumes of Jack-
son, Moore and others who will always be
temembered in connection with the institntion.
‘He treated with contempt the idea which he
had heard expressed that the College was
similar 1o a private school in its acquirements
He thought that = careful inspection and
comparison  of the examination papers of the
late term would show that in order to secuie
the degree of M. E. L. the girl graduates had
had te go through an examination even more
difficult than that necessary for a B\ degree
at any of the Canadian colleges. He referred
briefly to the nany benefits 10 be derived in the
home life from the study of music and art as
taught in the College, and thought none should
stop shoit of getling as near perfection as
possible.  In regard o the rumor that the
College was going to be rtemoved from
s present  gquarters, he thought it might
be, providing some one else wanted it very bad
and could also suggest another suitable
location  He stated that the musical direct-
orate would be in capable hands dwring the
next term notwithstanding Mr. Clarence Lucas’
intention of removing to Utica, N. Y.

The audience was then dismissed with the

benediction by Father Coleman, and the class
of '8 became a thing of the past.

+Societies. 4

HE Seuim Literary Society held its
Open Meeting on Saturday evening,
May 31st.  The parlors prettily
decorated were well filled by the
students and their friends from the city.
The President, Miss Carry Keagey,
occupied the chair and openeda the per-
formance of the evening with a few
appropriate vemarks.

The programme consisted of a number
of chuice selections fron. the students,
the 1eading of the Class Criticism and
Praphecy. Speeches fiom represeutatives
of the Alumuna, Dr. Burns and Professor
Mciaughlin, closed the evening.

CRITICISM.

66 HOUGHTS, such as they are,
come crowding in so fast upon
me that my only difficulty is to
choose or reject.”

Another yvear of schiool life has passed,
with its conflicts and  successes, its
traubles and joys, its lougings and attain-
ments, what has the future in store?
Time will tell whether for the past year
life will be biiginter or sadder, successful
or tegretinl.  Does the deciining sun of
this Seuior year leave a track of glory on
the borizon behind which lies the future,
as a harbinger of brighter days to come,
of weander things to be accomplished ?
Has the work of the year been an impetus
to greater achievements? Let us trust
that as the vears pass, memory may bring
us back toa year that may ever stand
out as the brightest in the history of
school life, because  of the friendship
formed, the courage gained and the
victories won.

The Senior Class this year is unusually
small, cousisting of oniy two members,
but not on that account has it heen less
interesting, nor has the work been less
faithfully accomplished. You are bidding
farewell to the last year of vour school
life, and may we hope that it is just a
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stepping stoue to a wore studious future ;
for even after a lifetime of toil and study,
hopes deferred and difficuities overcome,
and we are called to leave this * fretful
stit unprofitable,” it is the sigh of many
that thev have only reached the portals
of kuowledge and have only at the best
caught a glimpse of the world of wouders
that stretches before their weary eyes.

We wish you Seniors and om fellow-
students earnestly in these parting hows,
a life full of usefuluess, anud may it be as
successful as your College days have been.
Do not fear our criticism, we will endeavar
to be just, the good will appear, the bad
will not be forgotten, for no man s
perfect, or woman either.

Miss Lenah Sutchffe, the only 1esident
Senior, employs her few spare moments
in  Editing the Portfolio. From every
quatter  we hear its praises sounded,
speaking weil for the prescot Editress.
Leual is a girl whom all feas who do not
know and love. who have the wmeat
pleasure of an intimute acquaintance with
her. No one can be homesick when she
is around, throwing aside winteves
sembie feelings she may have she makes
it bright for the lonelv ones  None e
ever refused help in whatever way she is
capable of giving it, she has unmerous
filends Lecause of her kind and generons
heart

[Lenuh is a clever wir], but nota stadent ;
science,  metaphsics, literatmie  m
history, all are less work but little tiouble.
but that little she is not often willing to
give, and so we caunot measute what
might be the result if she would use more
methosd in her studies  In arpnment b
side is always the safest, she spares
nothiug to gain a paint and would often,
though anconsciously, wound a friend. in
her candid opinions expressed {or wha
she thiuks must be all 1ight.

To describe her is impossible, some-
times chieerful and hreist, e:ften thionghtful
aund almost sad, a gl of wmany sides, but
this does not change her character
towards her friends, whatever her mood
she is alwavs true as steel to them, and
never forgets a kinduess

As her fiue, delicate, but not pretty
features desiguate, she is 2 regular little

aristocrat, and woe to anyone who attacks
the aristocracy in her presence.

Miss May Shaw, ‘our non-resident
Senior, comes last in the list, but first in
merit as a student, she is not well-known
in the College because of her student-like
iabits, which will not permit her to loiter
her time in the halls and in making
acquaintances  May's chief characteristic
is thotoughness, and this shines out pre-
eminently in her classes, whatever she
does is well done. She is persevering
and determined. Her memory is wonder-
fully trained. she has the happy facuity of
being able to recall anything she has once
learned at exactly the right moment.

In nature she is gentle and earnest, and
of a vetiving  disposition.  She plods on
in the even tenor of her way, quietly,
sincerely, cunscientiously and thought-
fullv, aud is appalled by no obstacles.
May, more than any of her class. is in
danger of becoming a “ bas bleu,” she
has a tendency towards fiterare work,
and has fiequently emploved her pen in
excellent articles for the Portfolio.

Now after all what do we know abont
each other, only transientiv do our real
selves shine out and we seldom, even the
most open and candid of us, reveal to the
warld the “ edge.”

“ Retween two waorlds life hovers like a star,
Twixt night and mum upon the hotizon's verge.
How little do we know that which we azc,
How less what we may be.
The cternal surge of time and tide rolls on
Aud bears afar our bubbles.”
Eizanor Tavior.

CLASS PROPHECY.

OW faicilly are we reminded, now
and theu. of the swiftness of time's
© flizht. The dear objects of our
hope  and  ambition, so  long
wiapped in the auists of futurity, grow
gradeally clewer, nutil in the full light
of the present they become our own
What a mystic majestv hovers around
thie word Senior, and in what glowing
coluis is the school-gitls’ fancy wont to
paint that blissful state. [ doubt not
that the maideus aronud whom the
interest at present so sttongly ceuntres,
have often in the vears just past, longed
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for the time when they should tread that
dizzy height.

Have they fonud it so romantic, sach
a fairy-land  as it appearved in the
distance?  Who can teil? They have
been painfully t1oiling up the mount of
knowledge, and thete are some of us who
ate following close behind. The air is
indeed purer as we near the sununit, and
the outlook more expansive; but the
ascent is steeper, the path moie difficult.

This muach we can testify, that they
have borne themselves with  gracioas
digonity, and with steadfast faces have
pressed upward.

And now, girls, that you have arived,
let us look for a moment, from this
Mount of Pisgah, out over the Promised
Land.

How fair the view! Suiely it is an
enchanted realin.  The sun has climbed
Lalf-way to the Zenith, and the earth, in
very gladuess, is langhing in the genial
Jight.  Iu the full glory of the morning,
it seems a very paradise on emth. The
foliage is so luxariant, the promise of the
finit is so rich! Suarely, von say, we
have forever left behind us  all care
aud toil, and our future will be one lony
dream of bliss  Alus ! my friends, that I
must dispel the pleasing illusion. Do
vou see that patit which winds away
tirough the meadows, far below you, and
seems in the distance like a silver thread ?
Do vou know that on that road, which
appears so delightful to vour vouthful
vision, there ate stoues, sharp stones;
along its sides, arve thorns, rongh thorns ?
That the way is beset with obstacles very
mnch like those of voar monutain climd ?
The sun, now beaming so ardently, will,
percinuce, veil his face for awhile, and
some hows will be dark and dreary.
There will be mauy moments of weariness
and despait, it may be.  Re not unpre-
pared  for these things, they are the
common lot of mau. But though suun-
shiue and shadow form the checker-work
of our experience, tay, in ali, to keep vour
hearts young and joyous, in sympathy
with natme and nature’s God, and “in
the evening time it shali be light,” when
the clouds which have oppressed you
with their leaden haes are transformed

by the last ravs of the setting sun iuto
living glory, so that yvoi fancy them the
outer portals of the Celestial City.

Shail we lay aside the mante of our
eluquence, whose unaccustomed weight,
we own somewhiat oppresses us, and have
a pluin talk on the subject  On such
occasions as this, it is customary to speak
in grandiose langnage, of * beinyg launched
tnto life, etc.,” as thougl vour futare was
to be passed in some other 1ealm, where
wiorious deeds are achieved with as little
exertion as in the fairv-tades of our
childish days, and where the little annoy-
ances and trials which have harassed us
in the past will stuk into ablivion, as we
take possession of onr castles in the air.
Ou the contrary, life, as you have already
proved it, will bz found much the same
to the emd.  The specimens of humanity,
with whom you will come n contact,
will be not a whit more perfect, or more
1eady to acknowledyge the vast superiority
of vour iutelligence, than those vou have
met with. Do not delude yourselves into
believing that anvthing worthy of effort
viil be accomplished  without  earnest
endeavor, and as hard work as ever yon
bave given. Remembw, that each is iu
herself an immortal  being, with  vast
capability of development.and in the same
way, a8 you have striven to make vour
schuol-life successful, may yvoun strive in
the duvs which are to come.

Geuerally speaking, the eye of man is
not permitted to penetrate the mysteries
of the future.  The present is bounded by
a dark, impenetiable veil, but as the spirit
of prophecy descends upon us, our eves
become ks=en and strong to pierce the
barrier, and behold what lies bevond.

Aud does uot the experience of the past
throw much light upon the scene? for what
vou will be, bears strong likeness to what
vou have beei.

Miss Lenal Sutcliffe’s life work will be
found in far-away Africa, and the influencs
which bave surronuded her in her College
days will bear their frait among their
dusty natives. She will go out as a
teacher, and her arrival in that needy
land, wili be most welcome.  For some
time she will be the correspondent of the
Poirtfolio, and so we shall be able
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cleatly to picture her in her surroundings,
and trace the progress of her work,  With
enthusiasm, and steadfastuess of purpose,
shie will enter upon  her duties, and
obstacles, and they will be many, will not
deter or discourage her.  She will need
to adopt a new system  of edoeation.
Iustead of *“ teaching the youny ulea how
to shoot.” an a1t too well known amony
these savage people, she will find a few
simiple object  lessous, on washing the
little greasy faces and hands, a most
necessaty preliminary.  As unfortunately,
their faces we black as coal, even at then
best, we fear that the little vascals will
often deceive thenn vouny teacher, untal
experience  enables her to distingunisn
between the shades of ebony. Although,
their little woolly pates, be as  dense as
the native forest, Lerab wiil firmly maie-
tain that, at long intervals, au 1ay of
inteiligence does illumine their  dusky
visages ; and bewire how vou cast a slur
on their mental ci.pacities.  Many a time
before the daties of the day can bebin,
she will bave to go round to gather up her
scholurs, who have been captivated by
some men's attaction. Al the authoriz-
ed text books on the subject, inadequate
10 surgest means for obtaiuing conmand
aver their volatile intelleets, Lenah will
reguire to tax her own tugenuity to the
utmost and even those little black mites
will tespond to the true, uuselfish love
she will lavish upon them.  As the plonea
of the kindergarten system in Aftica ber
success will be meat. So long as she
supplies material of the most dazzling
haes, the childien will under her guidance,
manufacture all manner of trinkets.  And
to see the grins and other signs of joy,
with which the parents will receive these
fust effats of thenn  off-spring, would
indicate that human natureis a good deal
the same, whetiier found under a black or
white cover.  Although, not purposiug at
first to do so, Lenah will finally decide to
devote ber life to the uegroes As the
vears pass she will be almost worshipped
by the diffetent tribes, and no war dance
will be at all complete without her. Her
predilection for aristocratic society will
find large scope, she will be a most hanored
guest at the wigwams of the chiefs, who

will jabber away to bLer in their most
polite langunage. \When throngn he
censless  effurts  the African races e
elevated to a high state of cultuie she
will finally establish a ladies’ college and
on the graduation of her first service class
her heart will overflow with thankfulness
as she looks back over her arduons life
and cousiders that it hasnot beeu in vain.

Miss May Shaw has been the student
“par excellence ™ of the class  With a
mind well furnished with facts and figures
on all subjects she stands fully equipped
for life’s jomuey. Her lot will be peace-
ful and unchecked. Her passion {or
books wili still continue 1o sutmonnt all
others, until presently another object of
affection will wiscin the shape of a study
vonng fumer, with a sound heart and
head.  Such companionship argues well
for May's future bappiness. Sheis of a
wreat, thoughtful turn of mind, one of
those who act 1ather than speak and she
will find wuch solid satisfaction in her
wedded life.  Fond as she is of books she
will not settle down into a mere Look-
worm.  The busy duties of her well kept
bome will keep the practical side of her
uature in constant operation.  She will
learn the cook book by heart and in some
ingenious  way will apply the priuciples
of political Economy and  Moral science
to the manufactmie of butter and cheese,
The faithifuluess which she has shown in
her schivol work will remain a featme of
her chatacter and ber conscieuce will
uot allow her to put the laigest straw-
beiries on the top.  She will become

. skilled in the use of herbs and will virtnally

hold the sentence of life or death for all
the neighbothood. Her good sense and
kindly feeling will keep her from gossiping
about the affairs of others, not will her
uatural reseive permit her to talk of her
own history ; except on rare occasions,
wlhen  the semi-annual  housecleaning
brings to light the old cap and gown and
the diploma tied with its bit of faded
ribbon. These will open the store house
of her memary, and from its treasures she
will draw forth tales of the old college
days, of the ancient institution even then
“in its twenty-ninth vear " wnd of the
learned Doctor and the worthy faculty
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who haunted its halls.  May's life will be
full of the calm sunshine of a contented
spirit and her death notice in the papers
will be headed a * ceuntenarian passed
away.”  We willadd Goldsmith’s verdict
of himself as very applicabie here * she
was very good-natured and had not the
least harm in her.” Aund so our friends
will each play their part in the great
drama of life.

We live in deeds, not years—in thoughts nut breaths—
In feclings, not in figures on 2 dial ;—

We should count time by heast-throbs, She most lives
Who thinks most—feels the noblest—acts the best.

We are sad at the thought of parting
with vou, girls, for our hearts are bound
to vours by the strongest ties of affection,
esteem and interest.

We sincerely hope that the seuniors of
the future may as gracefully and worthily
win their laurels.

* You will carry with you our sincerest
wishesfor the future, that to vour lot may
fall the very best that life has in store
and remembe, :

We live in, etc., as above,

CHARL1OTTE Evans.

+Eollege @pening.+

The College will re-open on Sept. 1.
Most of the vacation will be required
for improvements that are to be made in
the building, one of them is a new roof.
Some chauges will be made in the faculty,
Mr. Lucas' place will be filled by a
gentleman of very extensive experience
both in Germany and tne United States,
a thorough musician, and an experienced
teacher. The Board intend to have the
faculty stronger than ever before, and
that is aiming high indeed, the New
Catalogue is just out, it is a beauty, in
its bright blue dress and golden letters,
our names are all there, and we sincerely
hope that at the re-opening in September,
most of us may be privileged to meet
again and enjoy each others society in
the dear old College halls. There is
little doubt that in all, our next year could
be made even better than the last.
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~ J. MOODIE & SONS

Fine « Fancy « Jewellery

In Steel, Amber and Silver.

Evening Fans in Gauze, Feathers and Satins.

Beautiful Figured and Plain

SILKS. - PLUSHES, - SATINS

and all other kinds of Materials for
Fancy Work.

Guoods made up in the Latest Styles and executed
on shuortest notice.

accancsucscvas

186 KING STREET WEST

- JOHN . CLARK,

Chemigt & Druggist

COR. KING AND HUGHSON STS.
HAMILTON.

+ §. + Elaringbowl, 4

© s JEWELLER, 3%

158 KING ST. EAST.

Watch and Jewellery Repairing
receives special attention.

THE METHODIST JEWELEB

+30R all kinds of Manufacturing
and Repaiting of ail kinds of
. JEWELERY anD WATCHES
~—STEP IN——
JOSEPH TAYLOR & CO'S

42 King St. West, - - Hamilton.

-

Mcllwraith & ‘Tregenza,
MILL;:;%R;.ER;A?:TLES,

"STAPLE - AND - FANCY - DRY - GOODS.

READY
and
WELL EQUIPPED.

—~pnae HLL our seasan’s importations are now ready
jur inspection, and with unusual time and
attention given to the sclection of the same, we have
succeeded in gathering the very latest and most attrac-
tive gowds which the European markets can produce.
—aw QUECIAL care has heen given to the vay latest
productions from all the great fashionable
centres and amany our selections of these may be found
all new designs that have been expresly warked out for
us, amd can only be found at our store.
-—;-¢9L31: superior facilities for securing the Iatest
as well as the best of goods in onr lines, have
placed us heyond givalry,
—e GUR GOODS will appeal strongly 1o tire
taste amd discrimination of intendmy
puschasers.

12 JAMES ST. NORTH,

“Telephone 825,

R MURRAY & CO.

. Direct Importers of . . .

Silks, Dress Goods

MANTLES, MILLINERY,
.and ...

General - Dry - Goods.

ANl Goods First-class aud all at
the Lowest Cash Prices.

Bonnets, Hats; Mantles and Dresses,
made to order in the Best of Style.

KING ST. EAST, HAMILTON.
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THE + PHOTOGRAPHER.

{l.ate of New York City )

Makes the Finest Pictures in Hamilton.
and Guaranteed Satisfactory.’
(“Proofs shown without extra charge.”)

the Instantaneous Process,

All photographs made by

Pictures

finished in Oil, Water Color, Crayon and India

Inlk. Special

reduced

prices made to

attendants of the College, also Club
rates furnished on
application.

STUDIO--124 KING ST. EAST

McKAY BROTHERS,

LEADING HOUSE
FOR

Millinerq, Mantles

Dress Goods. Hosiery,
Gloves, &c.

Special attention given to our
CARPET DEPARTMENT

Which contains all the LATEST Noveliies in
Wilton, Tapestry and Ingrain
Carpets.

Brussels,

Curtains in all the Newest Styles.

~ MKRY BROTHERS,
55 & 57 King Street fast,

HAMILTON., ONT.

DR 4SINCLAIRK

Dentist,
No 25 King Street East,-25

Opp. the Fountain. HAMILTON

LAZIER & MONCK,
Bavristers,

(ttorneys, Solicitors, Ete.
42 James Strest North,

Hamilton, Ont.

S. F. LAZER, M A, L. L B
J:- F. MonCK

JOS. MILLS & SON,

Mangifactuirers of
K an en ? T o~ ba s
apiks’ FINB Furs
Scal Sacques, Doimans, Ulsters.

7 James Street North, Hamilton, Ont.

Estabashed wier &o yoms
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1f You want a Good. Well-made, Durable Stove ask for those made by

THE D. MOORE GO, LTD.

OF HAMILTON, ONT.

Manufacturers of all kind of Stoves, Ranges, Hollow Ware, Etc.

See their New RIVERSIDE OAK Heating Stove

......

Also their BURLINGTON Heater.

P.GROSSMAN,

——Dealer in—-

SHEET « MUSIC,

47 JAMES ST., N.,, HAMILTON, ONT.

Musical
Instrumeunts

Novellos' Ditson’s and Boosey’s cheap editions
of Sacred and Secular Choral Music.

Fine Violins and Guitars.

Sole Agent for the celebrated “* KNABE" Pianos
of Baltimore.

Band and Orchestral Instruments a Specialty

THE LEADING PHOTO STUDIO

Fiarurr Bros:
8 & 10 King Btreet West.

SPECIAL RATES TO STUDENTS.

¥ Davis & NicCullongh,+

12--KING ST. WEST,~-12
ARE THE LEADING

Jewellers § Manufacturers

IN THE CITY OF HAMILTON.

TELEPHONE 775.

NEWPORT
Supplies Wedding Cakes, Wedding Bieakfasts, Banquets,
Ball Suppers, Eie,
Ice Cream and Oyster Parlors.

Jine Candies and 2 Great Assortment of Faney Gouds
always in stock.

Newport, - 180 King St, East.

Caterer, Confeetioner and Jee Cream Manufacturer.

R. Durecar é{ Co.

BOOKBINDERS,

Booksellers and Stationers
~—Importers of —

SCHOOL and COLLEGE TEXT BOOKS.

ROOM PAPER DECORATIONS, ETC.

Corner James and Market Sts.

PRATT & WATKINS,

~-lmporters—
DRY GOODS, MILLINERY, SILK S
GLOVES, HOSIERY, &c.

16 and 18 James St. N., Hamilton

PoS.=Yuung ladies please come and see us.  We

\\lll um' y n \u.ll

AR KERR& CO’S,, 28 KING STREET EAST,

18 THE PLACE TO GET YOQUR

Dry Goods, Millinery, Mantles and Dresses.

Cioth Maniles from $1. up to $40 each.
up to $75 each.

Brocade Mantles from $10 up to $100 each.
10,000 yards of Dress Gonds from 10 cts. up to $1.

Fur-Jined Cloaks from $8
10,000 yds. of Black Silks from 50 cts. tv $3.350

For the Largest Stock, Beat Value and Nobbiest Assortment of Stapleand Fancy Dry Goods, go 1o A. R, KERR & CO.
OQur LEADING DEPARTMENTS are MILLTNERY, MANTLE and DRESSMAKING.

.
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THE E. & C. GURNEY CO0., Ltd.,
MANUFACTURERS OF
STOVES, RANGES, HOLLOW-WARE,
Hot Air Furnaces, Registers, Etc.

HAMILTON
TORONTO MONTREAL WINNIPEG

ESTABLISHED 1861

+ Thomas+Lees,+

WATCHMAKER,

Jeweller & Optician

IMPORTER OF
WATCHES, DIAMONDS, CI.OCKS,
SILVERWARE, JEWELRY, SPECTACLES,
Etc.

Repairing and Engraving promptly
attended to.

SJAMES ST. NORTH HAMILTON

J. D OLIMIE,

30 and 32 EING ST. WEST,

1s the only dealer in the city who keeps a full
assortment of AMERICAN GOODS in

Boots, Slippers and Rubbers

Sole Agent in the city for the
CELEBRATED

GOODYEAR = GLOVE = RUBBERS

These are the BES I’ Rubbers manufactured
in the United States,

J. D. GEIMIE,

30 & 32 King Btreet West.

mrs Q.E A Himnan,

Millinery and Fancy Goods

Dress and' Mantle Making.

Satisfaction Guaranteed. Sole Agent for County
of Wentworth for the Universal Fashion
Co's. Perfect Fitting Patterns.

8-JAMES ST. NORTH- 8

HAMILTON, ONT.

JOHN B. GAY,
Bookseller, Stationer and News Dealer.

——Dealer in—
WALL-PAPER, BORDERS, AND
DECORATIONS.

95 & 97 KING ST. BAST,
Opposite Wesleyan Ladies’ Collexe.

A. Hamllton & (60..

WHOLESALE AND RETALL

DRUGGISTS b

DEALERS IN
Artist’s Materials, Paints and Oils,
Perfumery, Toilet Articles, and a large
assortment of Druggists’ Sundries.

COR. KING AND JAMES STS., HAMILTON

N!SBET & Woom,
MILLINERY,

Ladies’ and Children's Dress Making,
Underwear, &c.

Our Stock will be found complete with all the

feading ¥Movelties.
90 KING ST. EAST, Opp. College.




