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The Teacher’s Work.

BY W. BOWMAN TUCKER,

“A workman that needeth not to be
ashamed.”—2 Tim. 2. 15.

Teach me, O Lord, that I may work
With face uplifted, clear to thee;

A workman comprehending truth,
And teaching in simplicity.

PH.D.

Guide thou my mind, that as I learn
I may in mind retain the truth,
And may in heart true meekness find,
And vigor of perpetual youth,

JULY, 1903

For unto learning I would give,
The will and days of my best powers,
And live for those entrusted me—
The students of life’s early hours.

A faithful workman! Thine own work—
Creation nobler than man’s art!

Grant thou the nobleness, in work,
To be of thee the counterpart.

How rich was Galilean home!
Ennobled, slighted Nazareth !

Where Christ the humble workman dwelt,
And toiling drew his honest breath,

And nobler hue to life was given,
And loftier purpose to man’s aim,

When business, of thy Father's sort
Laid strong on thee its holy claim.

O workman true, the Word unfold,
To famished crowds, by wayside well;
On through the years to common men
As once, still speak; our doubts dispel.

Give me thy spirit, loving, pure
And able thee to imitate;

Wed to the Word, the work to do,
The young by ti- * ‘o thee relate,

With best endeavor, I'll pursue
The truths by Revelation told,
With consecrated heart attent
To thee, the Light in days of old.

And in myself, thy sentence bear
Approval of my earnest aim;
Assure me of my part with thee,
And write on me thy blessed name,

Shawville, Que.
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How Ministers Help to Plant New
Schools,

N almost every one of scores of schools
recently planted, the chief agency in
80 planting them has been the min-
ister in charge. We are persuaded that
in few ways can they better promote the
growth of Methodism in this land than by
planting these germs of future churches.
We take the liberty of urging the breth-
ren, wherever a handful of children may
be gathered together and a loving hand
found to lead them to the Saviour, that
there a new school should be founded. It
is in helping such schools that the Sun-
day School Aid and Extension Fund has
been helpful in the past and promises to
do much in the future. A grant of books
and papers will be given free wherever
needed to schools, and the fund will aid
and foster already established schools
which may need such help.

We have pleasure in submitting extracts
from a few of the many letters received,
showing what the brethren have accom-
plished in this and how the assistance
from this fund has been appropriated.

A minister at a young town in' the
North-West writes: “This place is worth
helping. I would not be surprised if
there is a population of 1,500 there be-
fore a year, and as this is the only school
in town, we wish to make it as attract-
ive as possible.”

A minister in Newfoundland writes:
“Our new school started in September
last. I am happy to say the venture is
quite a success. On the opening day two
married women came, saying they wanted
to learn to read well enough to be able to
use the Bible for themselves,”

A minister in North-west Ontario
writes: “I can only get this school going
by taking hold of it myself in connection
with the public service. The place is very
isolated, and is twenty-five miles from
here. I teach the lesson for twenty-five
minutes; then we sing and I preach a short
sermon. The adults present also take part
in the lesson study. This is preferable to
no school at all, which would be the case
it T did not adopt this plan. I have just
started another school on the same plan.”

Another minister writes: “I have to
appoint a woman as superintendent of
the school. It will be only with difficulty
that a school can be kept up at all, and,
therefore, anything to encourage will be
helpful.”

A minister in the North-West Terri-
tories writes: “This is a new country.
At some appointments there are so few
children that we have not been able yet
to organize schools, the settlers being
bachelors or young married people with-
out children, or with very small ones. In
other places again the settlers have larger
children, but only a quarter or one-thisd
are Methodists or Methodist adherents,
and then union schools must be organized.
Many of these union schools are getting
libraries from the Methodist Book Room,
and are taking the Methodist Sunday
School papers, but we cannot report them
as Methodist schools.”

A minister in New Brunswick, to whom
a quantity of second-hand books were
sent, writes: “They were in good time
for the winter’s reading, and you could
have no idea what good they have done,
for there are many in our school who are
not able to buy books for their own use,
much less to help purchase a library, and
your books are just as good as mew, to
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distribute among the families. It is a
grand good work for the Lord, this, of
butting good reading in the hands of the
young. It is as seed sown on good
ground, that we trust, with the blessing
of God, will bring a plentiful harvest for
glory.”

A missionary in Newfoundland some
time ago wrote: ‘Every fish is needed
to provide for the long winter, They are
eager to get the papers, and every time I
visit the outposts, the inquiry is, ‘ Have I
any papers?” They are an incalculable
boon to the people, many of whom see no
other paper, They are doing much to up-
lift our people. There are nine places
outside of this, which only get a visit
monthly from the missionary.”

School of Methods.

At a joint committee meeting held at
Sackville, N.B., March 10th, and com-
posed of prominent Sunday School work-
ers from the Nova Scotia, New Bruns-
wick, and P, B, Island Conferences, with
Tépresentatives from Mt. Allison Uni-
versity, it was unanimously decided to
organize a School of Methods for Sunday
School workers to be held at Mt. Allison
University, July 14th to 24th, 1903,

Correspondence has been opened with
some of the best known Sunday School
experts on the Continent, and successful
workers of the Marf!me Provinces will
be engaged to assist,

An attractive and helpful course of
study has been arranged. The practical
needs of Sunday School workers will re-
ceive careful attention ; lessons for the
year will be studied ; methods of teach-
ing will be explained ; and live discus-
sions will take place at different times,
It will be a real school for real students,

Part of each day will be given up to re-
creation, including games on the campus,
receptions, and excursions, thus combin-
Ing pleasure and earnest study.

Mt. Allison is an ideal place for a
grand Methodist gathering of Sunday
School workers, Ten days of college
life, with residence and board in college
halls; and the advantages of the
library, the museum, and the art gallery
of the university, will all combine to
make this one of the most successful
summer schools for Sundav School work-
ers ever held in Canada.—Wesleyan,

John Wesley—An Appreciation.
BY FRESIDENT ROGERS,

HE world loves a great and good
T man. It does not always accord
him immediate recognition, but
when once accorded, it follows after, holds
him in honor and revereuce. Orators
sound his praises, poets immortalize his
name, sculptors and painters are ready
with the marble and the canvas to per-
petuate for succeeding generations his
form and features. Carlyle was rigat
when he said: * Hero-worship never dies,
nor can die, Loyalty and Sovereignty are
everlasting in the world.” Longfellow
has said:

“When a great man dies,
For years beyond our ken,
The light he leaves behind him lies
Upon the paths of men.”

And so Wesley has not been forgot-
ten. The light he left behind him has
not faded out, but has been growing more
resplendent as the years have passed, and
it still lies, and long will continue to lie,
“upor the paths of men,” brightening
their way to the kingdom of heaven. Nay,
the ecl . of Wesley’s footsteps comes re-
sounding down the century, and it can
be heard above the tramp of the millions.
That echo is heard in every part of the
habitable globe, even in the wilds of dark-
est Africa, where Bishop Taylor’s heroic
little band are camping, the advance-
guard of the army of the Lord,

They tell us that in Europe, in some
of the old galleries of art, the sight-seer
without lifting his eyes to ‘e picture can
tell when he stands before one of the
great masterpieces, as the marble floors
are most woin in front of the greatest
pictures, where for hundreds of years, the
most feet have moved to and fro in study-
ing in different lights and shadows the
artist’s work. So in the gallery of Meth-
odism, the marble floor is most worn
before the picture of John Wesley. There
all Methodists pause reverently to medi-
tate,

Most religious reformers have come not
from homes of luxury filled wiln sunshine
and the fragrance of costly flowers, bat
from homes where poverty has made
them familiar with the stern realities of
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life. From such a home came forth
John Knox and Calvin. From such a
home came George Fox, whose father was
a weaver, and Luther, whose father was
a miner, And in a home of poverty John
Wesley was reared. But even the Lora
was born in a stable, and chose poor Gali-
lean fishermen for his apostles. It has
been wisely ordered by the providence
that shaped their destiny that great
spiritual captains should be nursed in
wintry whirlwinds, in desolate darkness,
and amid hardship and difficulty, that
they might at last step forth strong and
true men, capable of giving battle to the
forces of evil.

And if John Wesley had had the power
to anticipate Dr. Oliver Wead:ll Holmes’
advice to select excellent ancestors, he
could hardly have succeeded more admir-
ably, notwithstanding the poverty that
was their lot. Wesley's father, grand-
father, and great-grandfather were edu-
cated at Oxford. But to his mother more
especially was he indebted for the rare
qualities which he possessed. It is said
that men understood Goethe's greatness
when they looked on the face of his
mother, Most great men have had great
mothers, and Wesley's was no exception
to the rule. She was a lady by birth and
breeding, a beautiful and accomplished
woman, the daughter of a minister who
had been styled “ the St. Paul of the dis-
senters.” She was a woman of rare gifts,
of strong character, and of intense piety.
Adam Clark has said of her: *“Such a
woman, take her for all in all, I have not
beard of, I have not read of, nor with her
equal have I been acquainted.”

In personal appearance John Wesley
was small of stature and slender of frame,
He measured less than five feet six inches
in height, and weighed not more than 125
pounds. He had an eye which is said to
have been “the brightest and most pierc-
ing that can be conceived,” and a coun-
tenance that was ‘singularly beautiful
and expressive.” He was always scrupu-
lously neat in his person and habits,
and his manners were those of a
scholar and a gentleman. He had a quiet
dignity of manner that never forsook
him. In his old age his appearance has
been likened to that of an apostle. He
was a man of magnetic personality, and
those who were brought within his influ-
ence were strangely drawn toward him.
His disposition was cheerful, and in his
old age he could write: “I do not re-
member to have felt lowness of spirits for
a quarter of an hour since I was bhorn.”

Although he lived eighty-seven years, he
seems to have enjoyed health and vigor
to the last.

First of all, Wesley was under all cir-
cumstances a gentleman. One who knew
him well has said that he never helped
poor people in the street without remov-
L:;g his hat to them when they thanked

m.,

John Wesley was a scholar, He won
distinction in the University of Oxford,
and the room he then occupied is still
known as “Wesley's room,” and the
creeping vine on the wall is called “ Wes-
ley's vine.” It is not every ome who
graduates from a university that becomes
a scholar, Whitefield was educated at
Oxford too, but he cannot be compared
with Wesley for depth or range of know-
ledge. Wesley seems to have had a genius
for language, and early formed the prac-
tice of conversing in Latin, and continued
it to the end of his life. He compiled
grammars in Greek, Latin, Hebrew, and
French. As an author he possessed an
admirable style, and it has been said that
no writer, with the exception of Addison,
wrote better English. He was not with-
out merit as a poet, but in this respect
he was inferior to his brother Charles.
And for that matter, who was not? He
certainly might have attained fame in the
republic of letters had he so desired,

“This rounded scholar might have hid
apart
In sheltering cloister, from the moil
and din
Of seething life, but it o'erleaped all

TS,
Bidding him forth to deal with com-
mon sin.”

Wesley had great oratorical power.
He had not the eloquence of St. Chry-
sostom of “the golden-mouth,” neither did
he have Whitefield’s wonderful gift of
elocution, so that he could by the very
wones of his voice move an audience to
tears, irrespective of the thoughts which
his words conveyed. But no preacher of
that century produced such an effect
upon the conscience as Wesley did. White-
fleld was an impassioned and dramatic
orator. Charles Wesley was deeply emo-
tional. John Wesley addressed himself
to the reason of his hearers, and his ap-
peal was firresistible. Often as he
preached “God bowed the heavens and
came down; the rocks were broken in
pieces, and the mountains flowed down
at his presence.” Thousands flocked to
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listen to his words, and on a single oc-
casion he preached to more than 30,000
people,

“How thronged the multitude to hear

that speech!

To feel the hand that probed such
secret springs;

That scorched the quivering sinner
with ‘ Repent,’

Or lifted faith on strange, ecstatic
wings.”

As an evangelist, Wesley was pre-emin-
ent.

The condition of England at the time
Wesley entered upon his career, was one
of spiritual desolation, Never had there
been a time so void of faith, It was at a
time when Paley addressing the young
clergymen of his diocese, found it desir-
able to advise them * not to get drunk,
or to frequent ale-houses, but to avoid
profligate habits, and not to be seen at
drunken feasts or barbarous diversions.”
In satiric reference to the prevailing im-
morality of those times, Lady Montague
wrote that she understood a bill was be-
ing prepared for pbresentation to Parlia-
ment to have “not ” taken out of the com-
mandments and inserted in the creed,

Wesley was tolerant of the opinions of
those who disagreed with him, and never
outraged liberty of conscience. In this
respect he was like Luther, and unlike
both Knox and Calvin. He recognized the
fact that one might differ with him in re-
ligion, and yet be as pious as he was him-
self. “I will not,” he writes, “ quarrel
with you about any opinion, only see that
your heart be right toward God, that you
know and love Jesus Christ, that you Jove
your neighbor, and walk ag your Master
walked. I desire no more, I am sick of
opinions.”

If ever a man had a genius for hard
work, it was John Wesley. No man ever
had greater capacity in this direction
than he did. In the fifty years of his min-
isterial life, he preached 40,000 sermons,
travelled 250,000 miles, ana put forth no
less than 200 publications,

John Wesley had in a conspicuous de-
gree the three qualities which Emerson
has said attract the reverence of mankind
—dlulnterestedneas, practical power, and
courage. His disinterestedness is shown
in his habitual sacrifice of those things
Which most men count dear unto them-
selves. He left the halls of a venerable
university to tread the mire of the lanes
and by-ways that he might win to the

Master the common people of his country.
He was as indifferent to money as was
ever Socrates, or Gregory, or Calvin, He
accumulated no property, but distributed
among the poor whatever he received
above his necessities. He acted on this
principle from the beginning to the end
of his career, giving away $150,000, and
died, as Cardinal Manning said, a priest
of God ought to die, without money and
without debts.”

His practical power is shown in the
manner in which he organized and con-
trolled his society, Surely no greater
compliment need be paid to his talent in
this direction than to quote Macaulay’s
opinion that he had as great a genius for
government as Richelieu, His courage was

reat. He never could have faltered as

ranmer faltered. His moral courage is
shown in the manner in which he bore
the contumely and the reproach of the
learned and the aristocratic. His physi-
cal courage is shown in the manner in
which he faced ignorant and brutal mobs,
while stones flew about him on every
side, with a physical courage not less sub-
lime. He has recorded in his journal how
his “heart was filled with love, his eyes
with tears, and his mouth with argu-
ments,” as he stood on one of these oc-
casions looking into the faces of the
rabble. Like Socrates and Paul, he bore
the persecutions of the multitude, He
spent’ much of his life in clouds and
storm. 8o true is it that—

“He who ascends the mountain-tops shall
find

The loftiest peak most wrapped in
clouds and storms ;
Though high above the sun the glory
shines,
And far beneath the earth and ocean
spread,
Round him are icy rocks, and loudly
low

Contending tempests on his naked
head.”

In the gentleness of hig nature, Wes-
ley may be likened to Melanethon, He
was more refined than Luther, who had a
rough nature, and was oftentimes offen-
sively rude and brusque. He was not
cold, unsocial, and ungenial,” as Calvin
was. His kindness of heart, his amiabil-
ity of er, and affability of demeanor
mad: everywhere a welcome guest,

cn are often dull and insipid
sation, as Addison, Descartes,
and Dryden are said to have been. But
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Wesley was peculiarly pleasing in conver-
sation. Dr. Johnson, who is considered
the greatest talker of the eighteenth cen-
tury, pronounced him enchanting in this
respect. Like Luther, and unlike Calvin,
he was fond of poetry and of music. He
showed ill-judgment in the selection of a
wife, but so did Socrates, Job, John Mil-
ton, and other great men, the list of
whose names would equal Homer's cata-
logue of the ships.

Wesley may be compared with Loyola
as a great reformer and organizer.
Loyola, like Wesley, instituted one of the
most memorable religions movements re-
corded in history. The one sought to create
a new spiritual life within the Roman
Church; the other sought the same end
within the Anglican Church. Both created
religious societies which have had a won-
derful influence upon the thought and
conduct of mankind. Both secured the
absolute veneration of their followers.
But while the society which Loyola
founded became the most potent religious
organization of the world, the principles
upon which it was established were hos-
tile to liberty and the progress of human
kind. Even the Pope himsel! was com-
pelled to suppress it as being fatal to the
existence of any government. Wesley
placed no fetters on the human mind, and
the society which he founded has ever
shown f{tself the friend of human pro-
gress and of all that tends to promote
the welfare of the race,

Wesley may be compared with Voltaire,
who was his contemporary. From the
character of the one there sounded forth
the music of a divine harmony. From
that of the other there came a clang as

But Wesley made religion prominent in
the life and thought of the people of Eng-
land. It ceased to be a guess, and be-
came a living reality. He established
their faith on the Rock of Ages. Wesley
enthroned the Christian religion in Eng-
land. Voltaire dethroned it for the time
being in France. The people of France
abolished it by law; they ordered the
Bible burned by the public hangman, and
voted death an eternal sleep. France,
under the influence of Voltaire's teach-
ings, drifted upon the sea of revolution.
England, under the direction of Wesley,
found itself in the midst of a revolu-
tion.

What a difference was there in these
two revolutions. The one was peaceable
and glorious, a religious revolution. The
other was turbulent, bloody, and disas-
trous, a civil revolution. As France
floated on the sea of revolution, and as
the ocean swelled, and the air darkened,
and the sky blackened with the tempest,
and the thunders rolled, the people
realized that in th: .wing away the Bible
they had thrown overboard their chart
and compass. taire could transform
Paris, the sea rt and of elegance, into
a slaughter-! , but he could not over-
throw the Cluristian religion; and to-
night, as when Voltaire was a boy there,
the chapel bell in the Rue St. Jaques
summons ‘ane people to worship. On the
other hand, Wesley wrought such a peace-
ful revolution as in real importance to
England is regarded as far transcending
those splendid victories by land and sea
won by the elder Pitt, which constitute
“the dazzling episodes of the reign of
George I1.” Voltaire destroyed the moral

of a breaking chord. The geni and
character of the one brought sweetness
and purity into English life. The indi-
vidual gemius of the other brought into
the life of France bitterness and vice.
When Wesley was born Englishmen had
almost ceased to care whether they had a
religion, for those were the times which
the poet described when he wrote the
lines:

“I dreamed a dream last Christmas eve,
Of a people whose God was make-be-
lieve;
A dream of an old faith shrunk to a
guess,
And a Christian Church and nation and

press,
Who believed they believed it—more or
less.”

consci of France, while Wesley
recreated the moral consciousness of Eng-
land.

This great man, as he came to the end
of his career, might have sald with the
great apostle: “Are they ministers of
Christ? I am more; in labors more
abundant, in stripes above measure, in
prisons more frequent, in deaths oft.
’ Thrice was I beaten with rods,
once was I stoned. . In journeyings
often, in perils of waters, in perils of
robbers, in perils of my own countrymen,
in perils by the heathen, in perils in the
city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils
in the sea, in perils among false brethren;
in weariness and painfulness, in fastings
often. Besides those things that are
without, that which cometh upon me
daily, the care of all the churches.”

As we contemplate the life, character,
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and service of John Wesley, shall we not
exclaim: “ How beautiful are the feet
of them that preach the gospel of peace
and bring glad tidings of good things!"”
Anda shall we not praise God that he gave
to the world such a man as John Wesley.
“ Blessing and honor, glory and power, be
unto him that sitteth upon the throne,
and unto the Lamb, forever and ever,”
Among England’s great dead in West-
minster Abbey, a monument has been
reared to Wesley's memory; hut the
Methodist Church of the world is his
monument, and his name will live until—

“Seas shall waste, the skies to smoke
decay,

Rocks fall to dust, and mountains melt
away.”

= North-Western Christian Advocate,

John Wesley's Passion for Souls,

ELL would it be for the whole
world if, as we approach the
birthday of John Wesley and as

We enter upon our great Methodist year,
the spirit of love for sinners that was
in Johu Wesley, and the energy with
which he labored for their conversion,
might fall upon all who bear the name
of Methodist. What love and energy
were his ! How his Journal breathes
with his restless love of souls!  When
he was past sixty, he travelled long dis-
tances in all kinds of weather and
preached thirty times in ten days; when
he was past eighty, he preached
eleven  times in four days, and
each time with the demonstration of the
Spirit. He records that at this age he
had so severe a cold that he could not
sing or even speak, except in a single
key, and yet he proceeded, though the
multitude was so great that, notwith-
standing “the wing was high and
plercing cold,” he had to preach in the
open air. On another occasion, in his
old age, he slipped on the ice on London
Bridge and severely hurt himself, but
he was helped along, met his CORgrega~
tions and preached Just the same,

In his Journal, Friday, January 1, 1742,
he wrote :

‘“After a night of quiet sleep, I waked
in a strong fever, but without any sick-

ness, or thirst, or pain, | consented,
however, to keep my bed, but on ccudi-
tion that every one Who desired it should
have liberty to speak with me, | believe
fifty or gixty persons did so this day ;
ﬂor did I find any inconvenience from

our Lord together, A

ing with me when they
came, I asked her afterwards if she was
not offended. ‘ Offended 1’ sald she; ‘I
wish I could be always among you, [
thought I was in heaven.’ Thig night
also, by the blessing of God, | slept well,
to the utter astonishment of those about
me, the apothecary in particular, who
said he had never seen such a fever in
his life.”

It was this undeterred and unde-
terrable hunger to preach the Word to
sinners that created Methodism, No
slippered ease, no hammock sighing for
a mission, no resolutions to be carried
into effect to-morrow, could have created
Methodism.  Methodism was fire in the
bones, and fire running in the dry
stubble,

The preachers of our day, multitudes
of them, work ag hard as any in the most
heroie, so-called, days of the Church,
If they do not preach as often, it is not
because they are not at work. To-day
the Church is a vast organism, a body of
service having “ many members,” each of
which demands the earnest pastor's at-
tentions and counsels ; no earnest pastor
can keep abreast of their needs. But,
might it not be to the glory of God if
on all sides there might be more of a
breaching passion for souls for whom
Jesus died ? In 1870 there was a lay
membership of 1,367,144 ; after the lapse
of exactly one generation, we have a
membership of 2,996,159, This is a good
showing, since it expresses a growth of
100 per cent,

But if we might be imbued with the
evangelism of Wesley and the fathers,
might not that increase of a hundred-
fold be possible in each quadrennium ?
What impresses one ag he reads the life
aud success of Wesley and the fathers as
scul-winners {s that they lived for it,
worked for it, prayed for it, put all eise
aside for it. Nevertheless, Wesley go
improved his time that he was the most
prolific literary worker in the history of
the Christian Church. But he still sub-
ordinated everything to saving souls,
Oh, for participation in his passion for
souls !—Central Christian Advocate,
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My Advocate.

—
BY LLEWELLYN A, MORRISON,

A sinner, vile and base,
Burden’d with sin, I fall
Before Jehovah’s face,
And for His mercy call;
Lost and undone myself I see :
How can he cleanse or pardon me ?

My sins! My dreadful sins!
Was ever guilt like mine ?
My breaking heart begins
To feel the wrath, divine :
In the white light of purity
Can there be found a place for me ?

An Intercessor stands
Before the Throne, above—
My rescue he demands
By reason of his love !
My Royal Advocate is he,
Entreating Sovereign grace for me.

He shows the wounds he bears,
The griefs and sorrows borne,
The scars his visage wears,
Dark Venom’s crown of thorn,
Gethsemene and Calvary—
He strongly pleads them all for me.

His argument is heard
By merit of the blood ;
According to the Word
I am at one with God ;
The lifted sceptre sets me free—
My Counsellor avails for me.

Pardon and peace are given,
Faith, holiness, and joy ;
Glad songs of hope and heaven
My ransom’d lips employ ;
I am a son by love's decree ;
The Comforter abides with me,

Toronto, 1903, !

Methodist Magazine and Review
for June.

The Wesley Souvenir number, enlarged
by sixteen pages, is offered at reduced
price as a memorial of the great man the
bicentenary of whose birth the world
this year celebrates. It contains over a
score of articles, with over sixty illustra-
tions, of John Wesley and his work.
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Among the contributors are Drs, Carman,
Burwash, Reynar, and Allison; H. H.
Fudger, J. W. L. Forster, Miss 8. B.
Springer, and the Editor. Dr. Bryce
and John Charlton, M.P., representing the
Presbyterian Church ; Dr. Thomas, of the
Baptist Church ; John Cameron, of Lon-
don, a representative Congregationalist,
and Augustine Birrell, of the Anglican
Church, discuss varied aspects of Wes-
ley’s character. Some of the engravings
are from quaint contemporary documents.
There are many admirable portraits, and
almost every phase of the life of one of
the greatest leaders of the last century is
present. Every Methodist, and many
who are not, should have a copy.
Toronto : William Briggs. Montreal :
C. W, Coates. Halifax: 8. F. Huestis,
$2.00 a year; $1.00 for six months,

The Jewish Encyclopedia,

Volume 1IV. of The Jewish Encyclo-
pedia has just left the press, and from
the first article, ““ Chazars,” to the article,
‘* Dreyfus Case,” which ends this volume,
it is especially rich in topics of interest
to the gemeral or casual reader, while
those articles which appeal more parti-
cularly to the scholar have received the
same careful treatment accorded to such
subjects in the preceding volumes, The
publication of the fourth volume marks
the completion of one-third of this im-
portant undertaking, and there seems no
good reason to doubt that Volume XII.
will leave the press on the scheduled
time—December 31, 1905.

For the non-Jewish theologian and
clergyman it will prove an indispensable
source of inspiration. The many Hebrew
commentaries on the Bible, which have
been written by scholarly rabbis of the
Middle Ages down to our own time, have
hitherto been as sealed books to the non-
Jewish scholar. The Jewish Eneyclo-
pedia gives for the first time in the Eng-
lish language a resume of the contents
of this rich literary mine.

The Christian theologian, furthermore,
will find in this encyclopedia a detailed
survey of the political, religious, and
social life of the Jewish-people at the
time and during the two centuries prior
to and succeeding Jesus, Thus it throws
a new and powerful sidelight upon the
Gospels, and the origin and the first de-
velopment of Christianity.

Scattered through the seven hundred
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Wesley as a Worker.

John Wesley’s was a mind thoroughly
disciplined, ana amply stored with
varied knowledge. In scholastic attain-
ments he is said to have been before
most men of his age. He had ready wit,
a refined taste, a cheerful temper, He
Was a pattern of neatness and of order
in his dress, in the management of his
papers, and in his personal habits. Yet
underneath all this polish and grace was
such strength of will, steadfastness of
aim, uncompromising conscientiousness,
undaunted courage, and invincible perse-
verance, and withal, such prodigious
power of work, as, plainly, eminently
fitted him to act as the leader of that
greatest religious movement since Pente-
cost, and which, under God, was destined
to quicken the whole English-speaking
world. No one man, probably, ever be-
fore or since, performed such herculean
labors as this one. He rode five thou-
sand miles, and preached on an average
five hundred sermons every year for fifty
years. His correspondence must have
been immense. He wrote, or caresfully
abridged, nearly two hundred volumes.
His generosity was limited only by his
means. He admonished his people thus:
“Earn all you can; save all you can;
give all you can.” Many times his life
was in danger from the fury of mobs.
Still more keenly than ever this sense of
physical peril did his refined mind feel
and resent the cool and studied insolence
or contempt of the educated classes. Yet,
all the same, he could even, from first to
last, exultantly cry, “Nonme of these
things move me.” He lived in perpetual
activity, cheerfulness and trust in God.
A lady once asked him: * Mr, Wesley,
supposing you knew that you were to die
at twelve o’clock to-morrow morning,
how would you spend the intervening
time?” “Why,” he replied, “just as I
intend to spend it now. I should preach
this evening at Gloucester, and again to-
morrow morning at five. After that I
should ride to Tewkesbury, preach in the
afternoon and meet the societies in the
evening. I should then repair to friend
Martin’s house, who expects to entertain
me, converse and pray with the family,
as usual, retire to my room at ten
o'clock, commend myself to my heavenly
Father, lie down to rest, and wake up in
glory.”
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The Bicentenary of John Wesley.

UR present aim is to trace some of
O the personal characteristics and
some of the providential dealings
which made Wesley such a factor in ele-
vating the whole community of the Eng-
lish people.

One of his first characteristics was his
valuation of time and his care to make
the best use of it, In the preface to his
Diary he says: “ Fifteen years ago I be-
gan to take more exact account than I
had done before, of the manner wherein
I spent my time, writing down how I had
employed every hour.”"—Few indeed there

are who are thus careful; few there are, *

who at the close of a day can give an
exact account of more than twelve out
of its sixteen waking hours. Two or
three or four hours may often slip away
in minor occupations, of which the mind
keeps no record. His care, therefore, in
attempting to account for every hour is
remarkable,

From his mother he inherited persist-
ency.  With all her goodness she was a
most determined woman. One incident
shall suffice for illustration :

“The revolution of 1688 threatened to
disturb the early married life of Samuel
Wesley (the father of John Wesley) and
his spouse, The husband wrote a
pamphlet in whieh he defended revolution
principles, but the wife secretly adhered
to the old cause. Nor was it until a
year before Dutch William’s death, that
the rector made the discovery that the
wife of his bosom, who had sworn to obey
him, and regard him as her over lord, was
not in the habit of saying amen to his
fervent prayers on behalf of his suffering
sovereign. An explanation was demand-
ed, and the truth extracted, namely, that
in the opinion of the rector's wife her
true king lived over the water. The rec-
tor at once refused to live with Mrs, Wes-
ley any longer until she recanted. This
she refused to do, and for a twelve-month
the couple dwelt apart, when, Willlam I1I.
having the good sense to die, a reconcilia-
tion became possible.”

And John Wesley was her own son.
We need not feel surprised to see him
persistent amid jeers in the maintenance
of the “Holy Club,” nor in his work of
preaching the whole truth, even though it
cost his exclusion from pulpit after pul-
pit of the English Church; or in his
field preaching, even though he were
pelted in place after place. It is good

to be zealously affected always in a good
thing,

HIS CONVERSION,

Although a member of the “ Holy
Club,” Wesley, in his later life, did not
claim that at that time he was converted,
The special renewing grace of the Lord
was necessary to his conversion; and it
did not come till later. 1In this early life
he was striving for salvation through
ascetic formalities. For instance, on his
voyage to Georgia, he resolved to eat no
meat, and, at one time, while in the
cclonies, he resolved to live on bread
alone, He was depending on the in-
fluence of these austerities to cleanse his
heart.

And he was a ritualist.  Any variation
from the forms of the Church of England
was to him in those days repulsive,

In this temper of mind, he went as a
missionary to Georgia. He labored hard,
and denied himself greatly, and yet at
the end of a year and a half he returned
to England with a sense of failure. He
had not accomplished anything among
the Indians, nor had he pleased the
church people of Savannah, and he had
evoked such opposition that his enemies
(unjustly indeed) induced the magistrates
to forbid his departure from Savannah un-
til tried in court, and yet to postpone
trial, week after week, till in desperation
he left the city under cover of darkness.

In his journal of Tuesday, January
22, 1788, in his reflections upon a storm
of January 13, he gives his own account
of his state of mind in these words :

“1 went to America to convert the In-
dians; but, oh ! who shall convert me ?
Who, what is he, that will deliver me
from this evil heart of mischief ? I have
a fair summer religion. I can talk well;
nay, and believe myself, while no danger
is near; but let death look me in the
face, and my spirit is troubled. Nor
can I say, ‘to die is gain’!”

“I have a sin of fear, that when I've spun
My last thread, I shall perish on the
shore.”

“I think, verily, if the Gospel be true,
I am safe; for I not only have given, and
do give all my goods to feed the poor;
I not only give my body to be burned,
drownmed, or whatever God shall appoint
for me; but I follow after charity (though
not as I ought, yet as I can), if haply I
may attain it. I now believe the Gospel
is true. ‘I show my faith by my works,
by staking my all upon it. I would
do so again and again a thousand times,
it the choice were still to make, , , .
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‘' Sunday, February 29, 1738, It is now
two years and almost four months since
I left my native country, and in order to
teach the Georgian Indians the nature of
Christianity; but what have I learned my-
self in the meantime ? Why (what I the
least of all suspected) that I, who went
to America to convert others, was never
myself converted to God.”

How, then, did that change come about
which Wesley considers as his conver-
sion? It was first through the influence
of Peter Bohler, a minister from the
ranks of the Moravians. He was in
England, and Wesley fell into his com-
pany. From his conversations, Wesley
came to a knowledge of the transforminy
work of the Holy Spirit. Let us read
again from his Journa) :

" Wednesday, May 24, 1738, In the
evening 1 went very unwillingly to a
society in Aldersgate Street, where one
was reading Luther's Preface to the
Epistle to the Romans, About a quar-
ter before nine, while he was describing
the change which God works in the heart,
through faith in Christ, T telt my heart
strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in
Christ, Christ alone, for salvation, and
an assurance was given me that he had
taken away my sins, even mine, and saved
me from the law of sin and death,

“I began to pray with all my might for
those who had in a more especial manner
despitefully used me and persecuted me,
I then testified openly to all there, what
I now first felt in my heart,”

From this time the real fruitfulness of
Wesley's life and work seems to date,
There must have been & peculiar power
in his preaching, and a peculiar adapta-
bility to the hearts and to the spiritual
needs of the people, for they came to his
out-door appointments in all sorts of
weather, At one point a thousand would
face the frost; at another three thousand
listened in the rain, The fact that the
hearers did not mind the weather testifies
to the hunger of manyv thousands for the
true Bread of Life.—Ex,

—_—

Summer Schools,

The summer school idea {g growing,
The original school at Victorla Unlver-
sity, Toronto, will, it is expected, be
bigger and betper than ever, A similar
assembly will be held at or near Ottawa,
under the auspices of the Montreal Con-
ference League, and probably several
others in the various districts,

During the past month we had the
pleasure of a call from Mr. E, R. Machum,
of St. John, N.B,, who is a live wire with
reference to Sunday School work. He
Informs us that the New Brunswick and
Nova Scotla Conferences intend to unite
In holding a school of pedagogy at Sack-
ville, N.B., during the latter part of
July, for the special purpose of training
Sunday School teachers for their work,
It possible, it ig the intention to gecure
Dr. Hamill or some other expert teacher
to take up Normal work for ten days, and
the professors of the colleges will also
take a prominent part, It i3 expected
that there will be an attendance of
several hundreds of teachers, superin-
tendents, and workers from these pro-
vinces by the sra.  The programme will
be under the direct auspices of the Uni-
versity, in co-operation with the Standing
Sunday Schocl Committ es of the two
Conferences, It isa capital idea to bring
the Sunday School workers and coilege
instructors together in this way, as they
can be of mutua)l help to one another.
—Epworth Era.

The Enlarged Senior.

With this quarter begins the issue of
our enlarged Senior Lesson Quarterly,
Some time ago we nearly doubled the
number of pages devoted to each lesson,
Now we add practically eighteen pages,
by adding sixteen pages to the body of
the quarterly, and taking in the two in-
side pages of the cover, Then, counting
the full-page picture and map, we have
a lesson quarterly of sixty-eight pages,
with five pages per lesson, thus making
the largest Sunday School lesson quar-
terly published by anybody anywhere in
this or any other land. Considering the
character of the contents in connection
with the bulk of the publication, it may
truthfully be called “The Biggest and
Best.” Of course, this means greatly
increased expense, though there is no in-
crease in price. ‘To meet this there
should be at least an equivalent increase
in circulation, and it is to be hoped that
many new subscriptions will be sent in
at once. ‘The Senior Quarterly is in-
tended for scholars from about fifteen or
sixteen years of age up toward manhood
and womanhood,




xii
Which ?

The two kinds of people on earth 1 mean
Are the people who lift and the people

who lean,

Wherever you go you will find the world's
masses

Are always divided in just these two
classes,

And oddly enough you will find, too, I
ween,

There is only one lifter to twenty who
lean,

In which class are you ? Are you easing
the load

Ot overtaxed lifters who toil down the
road ?

Or are you a leaner, who lets others bear
Your portion of labor and worry and
care ?
e—

Book Reviews.

“History of the Deaconess Movement in
the Christian Church.” By Rev. C.
Golder, Ph.D. With 200 {llustrations.
Cincinnati: Jennings & Pye. Toronto:
Willlam Briggs. Pp. 614. Price, $1.75.

Some time since we had the pleasure of
reviewing the German edition of this
book. We have now equal pleasure in
calling attention to the excellent trans-
lation into English. It is the most
comprehensive history of the deaconess
movement in all lands with which we are
acquainted. It traces the history of dea-
conesses in the Apostolic Church, and in
more recent times. It devotes a special
chapter to the new deaconess movement
begun in Kaiserswerth, Westphalia, and
its subsequent development both in the
State and Free Churches of Germany and
other European countries, in England and
Scotland. It specially traces its marvel-
lous development in the Methodist Epis-
copal and other churches in the United
States. It gives also contributions on
this important subject by German and
English writers, including Bishops Tho-
burn and Fowler. It sets forth the
ritual and constitution of the organiza-
tion, and gives elaborate statistics of its
growth in all lands,

It is a significant fact that in 1901
there were seventy-five Mother Houses in
many lands—Germany, France, Norway,
Sweden, Russia, Denmark, and two in the
United  States, together with many
“Daughter Houses.” The book is an

example of thorough-going German exact-
ness and diligent research, [t has over
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two hundred illustrations, including por-
traits and pictures of the Deaconess
Homes, hospitals, and other institutions
In the United States and other lands, in-
cluding buildings in Alexandria, Smyrna,
Cairo, many of them stately and beautiful
buildings. This large and handsome
volume 1s issued from the Methodist
press, Cincinnatl, in the German tongue.
German Methodism is a very important
factor in the religious life of the United
States. It maintains a vigorous weekly
organ, Sunday School literature, and a

handsome illustrated magazine, ** Haus
und Herd.” We are astonished at the
department of German books in the Cin-
cinnati house, and their large sales,

“Beyond Death.” By Hugh Johnston,
D.D. New York: Eaton & Mains.
Cincinnati : Jennings & Pye., To-
ronto: Willlam Briggs. Pp. 330.
Price, $1.26,

Very many friends in Canada of the
Rev. Dr. Hugh Johnston, we are sure,
wili read with great delight and profit
this most important book which has pro-
ceeded from his pen. It s the result of
years of thought and study and preach-
ing on the greatest problems of human
life and destiny. “Though in the whirr
and dust of a transition period,” says Dr,
Johnston, “our age is entering with
earnestness and intensity into the study
of eschatology, and some of the views
presented are startling and disconcerting,
There is a general tendency,” he says,
“towards extreme latitudinarianism, A
new theology Is growing into form, and
Some are predicting an entire reconstruc-
tion of the present teaching of last
things.”

The writer belleves that *“ the long-held
Credenda of our holy faith can be rela-
tively and conservatively maintained
amid the fierce light of critical and
scholarly research.” It is to such de-
fence that he sets himself. He discusses
the doctrine of immortality, as set forth
in the Old Testament and the New, and
the teaching of Scripture as to the eon-
summation of Christ's kingdom, of the
second advent of our Lord as opposed to
the literal chiliasm which seems born of
spiritual pessimism. The sublime sub-
Ject of the resurrection, the end of the
world, the general judgment, the eternal
destiny of the righteous and the wicked,
are treated with reverence, with tender-
ness, with fidelity. He vigorously com-
bats the dictum of the late Dean Farrar .
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“ According to the views of ort hodoxy the
last must include the vast majority of
mankind.” “Many,” said our Saviour,
‘“shall come from the cast and the west
and shall sit dewn with Abraham, Isaac,

and Jacob in the kingdom of God.”
Who are the many, the author asks, of the
divine arithmetic ? “When we think

of the myriads of the race who die In
Infancy, the countless millions who live
and die in heathen lands in a state of
spiritual infancy, and that it is sald,
' Whosoever shall call on the name of
the Lord shall be saved,” we feel that in
proportion to the saved In the eternal
world the number of the lost who have
consclously and wilfully  rejected the
offers of salvation will he as the inmates
of our penitentiaries to the rest of the
population,”
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Aidi

The words “ lost * and  “saved” are
used as if they referred not to the char-
acter and state of the soul, but to condl-
tlon and environment, Byt character is
the one essential thing which each per-
sonality carries into the coming life,
God's holy displeasure at 8in denotes his
attitude towards wilful and persistent
transgression. The hook is one of wise
exegesis, of solemn admonition, of tender
comfort and consolation, It ig written
In Dr. Johnston's lucid  and  Juminous
style, 1s enriched by apt quotation from
the best literature of our language, It
Is striking to note how the poets—those
true sages and seers of our race—from
Thomas of Celano to Robert Browning,
are full of inspiration and confidence in
the doctrine of immortality, and the just
and rightcous Judgments of God,

LESSONS AND GOLDEN TEXTS—THIRD QUARTER,

Studies in the OId Testament from 8amuel to 8olomon,
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The Lord is our King ; he will save

m, 12 ;
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the Lord, and serve him in trath with ali your heart,

4. July 26, —Savr, RRJEOTED A8 King, o 3
Study vs, 10-81, Commit va, 20-22, (Read 1 Sam, chs,
13-15) Gouoms Texr : 1 Sam, 16 22, To obey is better
than sacrifice,

6. Aug. 2, Samver, ANoINTS Davip, 1 Sam, 16: ¢.18,
Study vs, 1.13, Commit ve. 11, 13, (Read the
1 Sam. 16 Man looketh on

GoLory Trxr:
ward appear;
6, 9,

Aug.
+Study va. 8254, Commit vs. 4647,
also 1 Chron, 11: 10-14.)  Goubex Texr:
It God be for us who can be against us ?

ter ;
Rom. §: 81,

—
ORDER OF SERVICES—THIRD

OPENING SERVICE,

L. Siexcr,
1L Rrspoxsive Sextences, [l‘u 31, 14-10.)

Suver, n thee, O Lorp ;

Scnoow. 1 said, Mou art my God.

Svrr, My times in l-hﬂ hand :

ScuooL. Deliver me.from the hand of mine ene.
mies, and from them that persecute me,

Soer.  Make thy face to shine upon thy servant :

Scroow. Sar @ for thy mercies' sake,

Surr, e not be ashamed, O Loro; for I
have called y thee:

ScmooL. Let the wicked ashamed, and let them
be silent in the grave,

SuPr.  Let the lying lips be put to silence :

Scroon, Which Speak grievous things prouchy and

t Y against the righ .

SuPr,  Oh how grea thy goodness, which thou
hast laid up for them that fear thee ;

Scuoon. Which thou

ast wrought for them that

trust in thee before the sons of men |

I11. Sixaixa,
1V. Tus Tax Oommanouryts, or THE ArostiEs' Chegp.

Lesson 7,  Aug, 16.—SAvL Teies 10 Kia Davio,

18am. 18: 6.16. Commit vs, 12-14.  GoLoex Tmr: Py,

46: 1. God is our refuge and strength ; a very present
e.

) 18am, 20;
Study vs, 1.42, Commit v, 14.17, (Read 1 Sam,
28am. 9.) Gouoew Texr : 8: 24,

friend that sticketh closer than a brother,
Aug,

. ~DAVID Srares Saup,

.—DAvVID Brcours Kixa, 2 8am, 2: 1.10,
-1 Commit v, 1.3, Gonomy
how good and pleasant it is
er in unity,

ARSTINENCE PROM Evin, (A Temperance
4: 111, Commit ve, 1. % Oolmml Taxr:
erein is excess,
19, 27.)  Goupew
nd my salvation,

QUARTER,

V. Praver, followed by the Lord's Prayer in concert,
VL Sixaixa,
LESSON SERVICE,
L. Cuass Stuny or tie Lessox,
11, SiNoiNo Lessoy Hyuy,
UL Recrramion or tie Trrue AND GOLDEN Trxr by the
school in concert,
IV. REVIEW AND APPLiCATION OF THE Lrsson by Pastor or
Superintendent,
V. AbpimioNan Lessoy, [Special lesson in the Church
Catechism may here be introd

L]
VI A ¥ ly of the Church service and
the Epworth e and week-evening
prayer meetings,
CLOSING SERVICE,
L Sixarve,
IL. Resroxsive SENTENORS, (Psa, 27, 11, 14.)
Supr,  Teach me thy way, O Lorb,
Scnoou. And lead me in & plain path, because of
mine enemies,
SuPr.  Wait on the Lorp : be of courage,
ScrooL, And he shall strengthen heart :
ALL, Wait, I say, on the Lowrp,
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TInternational Bible Lessons.

THIRD QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.

LESSON L Israel Asking for a King.
GOLDEN TEXT. Prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only, 1 Sam. 7. 3.

AUTHORIZED VERSION,

[Study also verses 11-22, Read Dent, 17, 14-20;
1 Sam. chapters 4-8.]

18am. 8. 1-10.

1 And it came to pass, when Sam’u-el was
old, that he made his sons judges over Is'ra-el.

2 Now the name of his firstboen was Jo'el;
and the name of his second, A-bi'ah: they were
Judges in Be'er-she’ba.

3 And his sons walked not in his ways, but
turned aside after lucre, and took bribes, and
perverted judgment.

4 Then all the elders of Is'ra-el gathered
themselves together, and came to Sam‘u-el unto
Ra'mah,

5 And said unto him, Behold, thou art old,
and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make
us a king to judge us like all the nations,

6 But the thing displeased Sam'u-el, when
they said, Give us a king to judge us. And
Sam'u-el prayed unto the Lorp.

7 And the Lorp said unto Sam'n el, Hearken
unto the voice of the people in all that they
say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee,
but they have rejected me, that I ‘should not
reign over them.

8 According to all the works which they have
done since the day that T brought them up out
of E'gypt even unto this day, wherewith they
have forsaken me, and served other gods, so do
they also unto thee.

O Now therefore hearken unto their voice:
howbeit yet protest solemnly unto them, and
show them the manner of -the king that shall
rvl{m over them.

0 And Sam‘u-el told all the words of the
Lorp unto the people that asked of him a king.

[ Commit to memory verses 4-7.)

[July 5.

REVISED VERSION.*

1 And it came to pass, when Samuel was old,
that he made his sons judges over Israel. 2 Now
the name of his firstborn was Joel; and the
name of his second, Abijah: they were judges
in Beer-sheba. 3 And his sons walked not in
his ways, but turned aside after lucre, and took
bribes, and perverted justice.

4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered them-
selves together, and came to Samuel unto Ra-
mah; 5 and they said unto him, Behold, thou
art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways:
now make us a king to judge us like all the
nations. 6 But the thing displeased Samuel,
when they said, Give us a king to judge ue,
And Samuel prayed unto Jehovah, T And Je-
hovah said unto Samuel, Hearken unto tle
voice of the people in all that they say unto
thee; for they have not rejected thee, but they
have rejected me, that I should not be king over
them, 8 According to all the works which they
have done since the day that I brought them up
out of Egypt even unto this day, in that they
have forsaken me, and served other gods, so do
they also unto thee. 9 Now therefore hearken
unto their voice : howbeit thou shalt protest sol-
emnly unto them, and shalt show them the man-
ner of the king that shall reign over them.

10 And Samuel told all the words of Jehovah
unto the people that asked of him a king,

Time.—According to Usher about 1095 B. C.
Place.—Ramah.

Home Readings,
M. Tsrael Asking for a King. 1 Sam. 8. 1-10.
Tu. Advice refused. 1 Sam. 8. 11-22,
W. Saul’s visit to Samuel. 1 Sam. 9. 1-13,
Th. Samuel's message to Saul. 1 Sam, 9. 14-24,
F. 'The King's duties. Deut, 17. 14-20.
§. The best rule. Prov. 8, 1-17.
8. Reference by Paul. Acts 13, 16-24,

Lesson Hymns,
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 3.
All people that on earth do dwell,
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice ;
Him serve with mirth, his praise forth telf,
Come ye before him, and rejoice.

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 6,
Oh, worship the King all glorious above !
Oh, gratefully sing his power and his love !
Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days,
Pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise.

*The Revised Version, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelsop
& Sons.
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Vew Canadian Hymnal, No, 321,
A better day is coming,
A morning promised long,
When girded ight, with holy Might,
Will overthrow the wrong,

Questions for Senior Scholars,

1. The Failure of Samuel's Nons ay Judgeg
(v. 1-3).—How long had Samuel been Judge
over Israel? Why had Samuel appointed ad-
ditional judges? Was it wise for him to appoint
his own sons? Wherein did “judges over Israel”
differ from modern Judges? In what part of the
land did Joel and Abiah hold sway? What may
we infer from the meaning of the names of
these young men? 1In what three regards did
they turn from their father's ways?  Explain
these three sins,

2. The Elder's Demand for a King (v. 4-6).
—Who were the elders of Israel? Why did they
come to Samuel in their trouble Could they
have made the change themselves? What two
good reasons did they give for a change in theip
ralers? Why did they want at the same time
to have the form of their government changed?
In what ways was Israel unlike “all the na-
tions"?  What reasons for displeasure had
Samuel?

3. Jehoval's Decision (v, 7-10) . —What was
the essential evil of the elders’ request? What
is the meaning of the word “theocracy”? Who
was Israel's real ruler? Why did Jehovah grant
what they should not have? What reasons had
Israel for gratitude and loyalty? Can people
who are not true to God be trusted to be true
to each other? Was this the first token of their
dissatisfaction ? In what sense had they served
other gods?

4. The Prophet Samuel's Protest (Supple-
mentary) (v, 11-22) —Why did Samuel pro-
test? How did Samuel know what the manner
of the king would Le?

Questions for Intermediate Scholars,

p (5 Unworthy Sons of an Honored Father
(v. 1-3).—How long had Samuel been a Judge
in Israel” Whom did he appoint to help him?
How did they act in office? What were their
names? How did they differ from their father?

SUNDAY SCHool BANNER.
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2. A King Desired (v, 4-6) .~Who came to
Samuel?  Of what did they complain?  What
did they ask? What reason did they give?
What did Samuel do about jt?

3 Request Granted, but Not Approved
(v, )).—What did God say the people had
done?  What was Samuel instructed to do?
What sins in the history of Israel are men-
tioned? What was to be made known to them?

Questions for Younger Scholars,

Who was Samuel? When was he called by
the Lord? What wag his mother's name?
Hannah, Whom did he live with in the temple?
Lli, the high priest.  What had Samuel come to
be? Who took his place as judges? What were
their names? Joel and Abiah., Were they like
their father? Were the people satisfied with
them? What did they ask of Samuel? What
did Samue] do? What did the Lord say to him?
Whom had the people rejected ¥ What did he
tell Samuel to show them?  Did he do so?
What did they reply?

. A
-1

A Review in Seven Questions,

1. Who came to Samuel?  The clders of
Isracl, 2, What did they desire Samuel to do?
To choose a king for Israel, 3, Why did they
desire a king? 79 be like other nations.
4. How did Samuel feel at receiving their re-
quest? He was displeased. 5, What did God
say  about jt? “They have rejected me,”
6. What did God command Samuel to do? 7
give the people a king. 7. What is our GOLDEN
TEXT? “Prepare your hearts,” ete,

The Church Catechism,

81, Whatis justification ? Justification is an act
of God’s free grace wherein he pardoneth all our
sins and accepteth us as righteous in his sight,
only for the sake of Jesus Christ,

Romans 4. 5. But to him that worketh not,
but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly,
his faith is counted for righteousness.

1John 2. 12, I write unto you, little children,
because your sins are forgiven you for his name's
sake,

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
The Kingdom of God,

I. Gop 18 Ovr KiNe—Powerrur, Wiskg, Jusr,
AND FArrarur,
He doeth according to his will, and none can
stay his hand. Dan, 4, 35,

Out of his mouth cometh knowledge and un-
derstanding. Prov, 2. 6,

He will judge the world in righteousness
Acts 17, 31.
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ITe abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.
13,
IL. Gop Desiees Ovr Lovanry,
Be still, and know that 1 am God.  Psa.
16, 10,
In all thy ways acknowledge him.  rov. 3. .
L Govb Ruvies ax rmue Persox  or ik
Messian,
There was given him a kingdom, that all peo-

IXPLA

TORY

[July 5.

ple, nations, and languages should serve
him,  Dan, 7. 14,

All Kings shall fall down before him; ull na-
tions shall serve him,  Psa. 72, 11,

IV, Tk Law or Gon's KiNanosm 18 Love
Love is the fulfilling of the law. Rom. 10,
All the law is fulfilled i one word, Thou

shalt love thy ucighbor as thyself, Gal,

IO E R

NOTES.

Two scenes from Samuel's life were presented in our lessons last December—his call to the prophetie
ministry (while still a boy), and his administration of public affairs as judge. During many unrecorded
years ho was recognized by the nation as its chief executive and its court of last resort ; he traveled an
annual eircuit, and Ramah, Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpeh were among his stopping places, The groatest re-
former of Hebrew history, he impressed his life deeply upon the national character. But in advanced yvears
he deputed his sons to act as judges in the remote tribes, and their venality brought Samuel’s administra-
tion into disfavor. Confidence in the integrity of the government decreased ; the borders of the nation
were seriously threatened by barbarians ; and amid general dissatisfaction the fecling grow that the estab-
lishment of a monarchy would be to the interest of all concerned. We are not to regard the election of a
king as contrary to the traditions and sentiment of Isracl, Compare Deut. 17, 14-20 with Balaam’s proph-
ecy of a “scepter ' (Num, 24, 17) and with the promise made to Abraham of kings to arise among his de-
scendants,  But though in “the days of the judges’ there had been aspirants to a throne, no Hebrew had

yet been recognized as king except over a small section ;

i it is probable that no choice now could have

been agreed upon without the assistance and guidance of the greatest living Hebrew, Samuel the prophet

and judge,

Verse 1. Wicn Samucl was old, Dates are
not given, but evidently eighteen or twenty
years ind passed between the victory of Eben-
ezer and the appointment of Samuel's sons to he
Jjudges,

2. The names of these sons have been in-
terpreted as a protest against the idolatry still
prevalent in Israel.  Joel means Jehovah-is-
God, and Abiah [*Al "], Jah-is-to-he-wor-
shiped-under-the-title-of-Father. “Yashail,”
given in 1 Chron. 6, 28, is “an obvious corrup-
tion” of the text. Judges in Beer-sheba,  Jose-
phus’s statement that Samuel resigned his office
and divided the nation between his sons, placing
one in Beth-el and the other in Beer-sheba,
contradicts the statement, in 1 Sam. 7. 15, that
Samuel “all the days of his life” retained civil
and religious authority. It is more probable
that his sons had a delegated jurisdiction over
the southern half of the country only. Beer-
sheba is often alluded to as a southern boundary
of Israel, and the formula “From Dan to Beer-
sheba™ denoted the full extent of the land. But
in the earlier days, before the desert had en-
croached upon Simeon's territory, it was the
center of a busy agricultural region.

3. We are not to assume that Samuel's sons
were corrupt when appointed to be judges, Our

English idiom traightforward,” to denote g
course of reetitude, illustrates the IHebraic
idiom, walked not in his ways, but turncd axide,
Lucre means gain or profit, In the Bible it is
used in a bad sense only. The statement took
Uribes and perverted judgment [*justice™] takes
m fresh interest when compared with Deut. 16,
19, where such conduet is directly forbidden,
The comparison hecomes more foreeful when we
observe that though the English translation
vidries the Hebrew words are in the two pas
sages exactly the same,

4. The elders of Isracl were hereditary
chieftains, Before Moses organized the nation
“elders” ruled the tribes (Exod. 8. 16), and
later a council of seventy elders was instituted
as representative of all (Num. 11, 16, 24, 25)
A distinetion is traceable between elders of
cities (civil magistrates) and elders of tribes or
districts (princes). Through the later stages
of the monarchy and after the return from cap-
tivity elders were prominent, and In New Testa-
ment times one third of the Sanhedrin was
chosen from their number, In this passage we
have a body of elders from all the tribes, forn-
ing a sort of executive committee to shape and
to carry into effect the conclusions of the “great
congregation” or national assembly. Gathered
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themselves,  Such @ gathering implies “much
previous consultation” of the leaders of the na-
tion.  Evidently dissatisfaction with Samuel's
sons had been profound and pervasive, One of
the difficult questions of Palestinian geography
relates to the situation of Ramah (Ramathaim-
Zophim, 1 Sam, 1, 1, 3, 19), the home of Sam-
uel.  Many locations have been suggested, but
of late years, by a series of exclusions, er Ram,
a hill five miles north of Jerusalem, is generally
fixed upon (tentatively) as a site,

5. Thou art old. Not a very tactful intro-
duction according to modern usage ; but we may
infer that Samuel himself had made age and
infirmity the Justification for® the appointment
of his sons. These words, therefore, are not an
attack, but a concession ; as if they said, You
are right in claiming exemption from the heavy
responsibilities of your holy office, but your plan
has not worked well, for, alas! your lieutenants
are not as good as yourself, Seventy has been
guessed at as Samuel's age at this time, Thy
sons walk not in thy ways. A delicate way of
implying that they were bribe-takers and un-
just judges. (See note on verse 3.) Official
venality often is ga result, as it always is a
cause, of private degradation and crime, Make
(literally, “Set,” or, “Appoint”) us ¢ king.
We may assume that some at least of these
elders were familiar with the doctrine of Deut,
17. 14; they recognized that down from ancient
times there had come a divine authorization for
change (when needed) in governmental forms,
and believed that the time to make the change
had come, In turning to the prophet of God
for sanction their conduct merits praise, But
closer study shows that their religiousness was,
after all, only superficial, Their petition was
uot for direction, but for a king: not for wis-
dom to guide, but for success in earrying out
their plans, Furthermore, their ideal of a king
was thoroughly pagan. The lofty conception
of the theocracy (God-rule) had slipped out of
their minds; they would now be satisfied with
the low moral order of such states as Moab,
Sidon, and Damascus if only they might secure
equal military anq commercial importance,
Their conduct throughout is that of worldly-
wise men who are using their best human skill
to lift the nation out of its difficulties, not at
all that of representatives of Jehovah in the
midst of a pagan world,

6, 7. The thing displeased Samuel. “The
matter was evil in the eyes of Samuel,” What
he first recognized in the request was a scheme
to supersede him, and, naturally, his feeling
Averse 7) was that of indignation because of
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the national ingratitude, (!hnrar(eriutlcally he
made no publie utterance until he had prayed
unto the Lord l".ln-ho\'ah"]. God's answer
showed Samuel what he had not at first per-
ceived, that the present demand for g king was
really “defection from God.” Wag the nation
already so far below the ideal of the theocracy
that a vigible kingdom had become “a necessary
factor in its training”? This is possible ; what
is certain is that most of the prevalent dissatis-
faction was due to restlessness under God's rule,
Israel's ideals were the ideals of heathendom,
The nation had rejected God not merely in thig
request, but primarily in the works of evil men-
tioned in verse 8, For this reason the Lord
says, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all
that they say unto thee,  One of the falsest
statements that eyer have passed current as
true is “The voice of the people is the voice of
God.”  Nevertheless the God of love always ig
attentive to the popular voice, To “hearken”
here means to yield to their demand. “There is
now no way of teaching this willful people but
by granting their petition and giving them a
king after their own heart, whose failure should
make way for a true Theocrat.” Sometimes the
best way to lead men up from low conceptions
is to realize those conceptions,

8. The works which they have done since
the day that I brought them up out of Egypt,
They had been affected by all the idolatries
about them, They have forsaken me. From the
murmurings and rebellions of the exodus down
to the present time large numbers of the people
had served other gods, often openly, always pri-
vately, Compare Stephen’s speech (Acts 7)
and Psa. 106, There is personal tenderness in
the reminder given to Samuel, According ag
they have done to me, says Jehovah, so do they
also unto thee,

9. Howbeit yet [“thou shalt”) protest [liter-
ally, “witness” ] solemnly unto them, Show
them how much deeper than they surmise is the
national dissatisfaction with the theocracy ;
show how grave and far-reaching will pe the re-
sults of the change they seek to effect; show
them the manner of the king—*the gilded slay-
ery of an oriental despotism.” They have
watched from a distance the splendor of courts
and conquests ; give them an inside view of the
tyranny which makes such glory possible. The
“manner of the king” is described in verses
11-18, and Solomon’s reign, with all its glory,
fulfilled Samuel’s prediction,

10. Samuel told all the words of the Lord

[“Jehovah”] unto the people. Through the
elders,
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HOMILETICAL AND

His sons walked not in his ways. His sons
were not the judges, but rather unofficial as-
sistants of their father, whose duties were
arduous and many. Neither God nor the people
had asked for their services, (Good men in high
position have often come to grief through un-
worthy children. There is no hint that Samuel
had not done his duty by his sons, and yet it is
very possible that the multiplicity of duties in-
separably connected with his office may have
taken some of the time he should have reserved
for the moral and religious training of his boys.
Be that as it may, we who are parents may
pause and ponder. Many of our leading men,
and often women, active workers in the Lord's
vineyard, are so intent in working for the
state, public, or even the Church in general—to
say nothing of the vast army overwhelmed with
worldly interests—as to make it impossible for
them to render the service due their children.
Thus it happens—alas! too often—that children
of pious parents, though bearing honorable
names, do become not only indifferent to re-
kgious influences, but also line themselves on the
side of the corrupt and degrading. Parents, how-
ever onerous your duties may be, never lose
sight of your own children, whom God has
given especially for you to train.

The sins of Samuel's children were such as
are peculiarly common in our own day and
country—fondness of luere. The Hebrew verb
from which the noun “lucre” is derived means
to tear off violently. The noun itself signifies
plunder or unjust gain. In a land like our own
there are innumerable chances to make money
dishonestly, Many sons of noble sires have been
caught in the coils of lucre. They also took
bribes—a common failing of oriental judges and
men in authority to this day in Bible lands. The
word “bribe” originally meant a scrap or piece
of bread, given to a beggar, but now the term is
confined to dish gifts to infl e those in
positions of trust, who often, like beggars, hold
out their hands for that which belongs not to
them. Perverted judgment. Would that all dis-
honest judges had died before Saul was made
king! How many of our judges are reproduc-
tions on a larger scale of Samuel's sons !

Behold, thou art old. How old we know not.
Jewish tradition says fifty-two. Modern com-
mentators, having no data by which to judge,
disagree, and the Holy Scriptures furnish no
clew. It is folly for us to guess. Old age
seldom comes alone, but generally with a train

[July 5.

PRACTICAL NOTES.

of deficiencies arising from mental and physical
ailments, But such defects are quite as often
magnified by the young as they are minified by
the old themselves. It is hard for an old man
to see his plans thwarted, much more excelled.
Yet the world is full of aged men who rejoice in
the success of their juniors. It is a great art to
grow old gracefully, but the grace of God in the
heart is sufficient for this also,

Like all the other nations. This does not
mean that they desired just the same kind of
kings as the natfons around them had, hut
rather that they wanted a monarchical form of
government. What a tyrant fashion is! How
many good people have stumbled right here!
How many happy homes have been wrecked he-
cause they imitated those less worthy than them-
selves. What an unsafe guide that vague, un-
defined something called “Everybody” is! We
should never want to be like some one eise, un-
less we know that this some one else is better
than we are, is more like God, or as God would
like to have him be. Never imitate anyone un-
less God is thereby glorified, Are there some
people to-day whose hearts were once full of
communion with God but who, having formed
some unholy alliance or partnership, just to be
like other people, have lost that sweet peace,
and even an ardent desire for it? Before you
make a change consider well the possible conse-
quences. Conscious communion with God, as-
surance of our heavenly Father's interest in us,
and that he leads us in the paths of righteous-
ness for his name's sake, are treasures beyond
compare. Hold fast to this at all hazard.
Court not wealth, position, honor, power, social
influence, nor the society of anyone who is not
a child of God, unless it be with the avowed
purpose of doing good to that one, or of gaining
in spiritual power. How many individuals have
lost their first love by unwise changes! How
many churches once full of holy power and re-
vival spirit have become lukéwarm and indif-
ferent to the salvation of those intrusted to their
care, because they abandoned well-tried methods
and succumbed to doubtful practices, There is
danger for the Methodist Church in being “like
all the other nations.” Fine architecture, clas-
sic music, well-written or well-delivered sermons
—all these may be made very helpful to the
Lord in carrying on his work. But, after all, the
chief business of a Methodist church as well as
every member of it is to bring souls to Jesus
Christ and build up the kingdom of God. The
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very slight increase in our Church membership
for the past few years should bring us all to a
reconsecration of our powers, What the Church
needs to-day is not more elegance, nor wealth,
but rather a host of young men and women, like
Joseph, Daniel, and the three Hebrew children,
who refuse to be like other men when it js their
solemn duty to be unlike them. Bless the Lord,
their number iy increasing, “But sin is ever
also folly. In asking for a monarchy like those
around them the people were courting a des-
potism whose intolerable yoke it would not be
possible for them to shake off in the future
(1 Sam. 8, 18)."—Edersheim, Christians, like
the ancient Israelites, are to be a “peculiace
people,” and not like their godless neighbors,

Make us a king. Kings may be as good as
Jjudges or presidents. Indeed, “all governments
are ordained of God,” Nay, more, g king had
been promised them by Moses himself (Deut, 17.
14, fI.; comp. Gen, 17. 6; 35. 11). The time
seemed ripe for change, Philistia, on the west,
Was a constant menace to the theocracy ; Am-
mon, on the east, was hostile as ever; and that
ancient enemy, Amalek, was ever on the alert
to injure Israel, There were dangers, but
why? If we are to believe their writers, Israel
always suffered when it forsook God, when the
people turned away from Jehovah, What they
should have done was to seek the Lord and re-
form, Obedience first, then a desire for some-
thing higher or better, They had no business to
ask for a king. This was taking things out of
God’s hands, What they should have done, first
of all, was to inquire what the will of the Lord
was in the matter, How strange they should
ask for a king when they knew that Jehovah
was their King, had always been their King, had
never failed them, had always delivered them in
the hour of trouble and danger, had been their
constant guide from the hour they left Egypt to
this very day. What folly, then, to demand
an earthly king when the King of kings wanted
to rule over them! Tt was not wrong, in itself,
to ask for a king. Tt was the spirit in which
they asked that made it wrong—the lack of
faith displayed in asking. Tt was desiring the
earthly for the heavenly. Tt g the same old
story still. It jg g ifestation of selfish 3
a putting of oup will above the will of our
Father in heaven, It is forgetting to seek first
the kingdom of Goq and his righteousness, First
of all let us conquer self, and we need not great-
ly fear the enemy from without, “How utterly
do some leave God out of their calculations !
How absolutely unconcerned they are as to
whether they can reckon on his approval of their
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mode of life! How little it seems to count !"—

Blaikie,

Samuel prayed unto the Lord, Prayer, the
privilege of al} God's people, is the greatest gol-
ace for the grief-stricken soul, The most suc-
cessful workers in God's vineyard have always
been great in prayer. llow foolish to attempt
great things for (od without constant com-
munication with the throne of grace! No mat.
ter how men may treat us, how little our work
for him may pe appreciated or understood, God
is ever willing to hear our petitions and to
lighten our burdens. The Church of our time
needs more prayer. Our midweek prayer meet-
ings are generally a good index of the spiritu-
ality not only of the church, bhut of the in-
dividual members as well.  Those of ug who
love the Lord let us not neglect the hour of
prayer, whether in the church, at the family
altar, or in our closets, If any of us negleot
these helps to godly life let us ask ourselveg
Why?  From the example of Samue] let us
learn to take all difficulties to God in prayer,
What a blessed habit, what a mighty foree, what
source of joy and Deace, prayer may become in
the daily life of every one of us!

They have not rejected thee, How much more
serious our wrongdoings may he than we and
those around us may regard them! How few
think that when they sin against their neighbors
they also sin against God! The psalmist had a
better conception of the nature of sin than some
of us have when he exclaimed, “Against thee,
thee only, have 1 sinned.”  Faithfu) minister of
God, or discouraged Sunday school teacher, be
rot so much grieved that your counsel ig re.
Jected, that your efforts are not appreciated, ag
that men reject the counsels of Jehovah, whose
servant and spokesman you are. The gin
against God is infinitely greater than any slight
to you. No grief can come to the faithful
worker in the Church of God which does not
touch with infinite sorrow the heart of the great
Father in heaven. Are we not sometimes apt to
lose sight of the exceeding greatness of sin, and
regard it not so much the index of a rebellious
heart against God as a well-meant insult to our-
selves?

Protest solemnly unto them. The Hebrew is
very emphatic, more so than our English ver-
sions, though the ful] meaning cannot be con-
veyed in a translation, God is good. Notwith-
standing their wrong decision, he says to Sam-
uel, “Give them another chance; tell them faith-
fully what they may expect from a king.” While
God suffers man to have his own way he does.
his utmost to lead him in the path of righteous~




480 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

ness, a path which always leads to joy and
peace in the Holy Ghost.

Hecarken to their voice. Do as they ask.
“When God is asked for something amiss he
shows displeasure in granting, mercy in deny-
ing, the petition.”—Deane. God at times grants
our wishes in order that we may see the folly
of our prayers, just as a wise parent indulges
a child in what he knows will cause him pain,
simply for the sake of teaching him better.
But, while granting such requests, God never
ceases to warn and to show a better way. Bx-
perience alone can teach most of us, “When
men show themselves incapable of appreciating
a high privilege it is meet they should suffer the
loss of it, or at least a diminution of it.”” But
notwithstanding all our blunders, both indi-
vidual and national, how comforting it is that
God is at the helm, and that he can make even
the wrath of man praise him, and that he can
bless all those who put their trust in him, under
any form of government.

Prismatic Lights on the Lesson.
BY BISHOP WARREN,
UNDER WHICH KING?

There must be a king. National affairs, sea-
gons, worlds, are too great and complicated for
our individual management, Incontestably there
is a King of seasons and worlds. It is better
that minor kinglings of national affairs be in
harmony with the great King. Under him the
Israelites had been lifted from the lowly posi-
tion of slaves to the foremost nation in some
respects on the earth. Why change?

The theocratic method of government from
the time of Moses had been by judges, who
were the inspired mouths of God. Ask pupils
what was done by divine direction under Moses,
Joshua, Deborah, Gideon, S and 8 1
Why change?

Three reasons are given (verse 5). Samuel
was old. Another would the sooner take his
place. His sons were bad. By making a king
he deposed them. The real reason was they
wanted to be like other nations,

8 1 pr d and prophesied fifteen evils
that the kings would bring upon them (verses
11-18). But when the people would not heark-
en he granted their request. Had the people
waited, David would have been God's first ap-
pointee.

Contrast the kingship of Jesus. THe gives
rest, power to get wealth, strength in the inner
man, love passing knowledge, dominion here and
glory hereafter.
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Under which king are we?

We can choose. God “solemnly protests” the
results, but gives us our predetermined way in
the end. The insanity that says, “Give us our
kind of a king,” in the face of predicted results,
is in the world yet. :

These dealings of God with nations and indi-
viduals happened for sample cases, and were
written for our admonition, on whom the ends
of the ages are come (1 Cor. 10, 11).

Why need folly be enacted for the thousandth
time? L S

Thoughts for Young People.
LESSONS FROM SAMUEL'S CAREER.

1. Samuel was a witness that an hereditary
priesthood derives all its worth from a divine
presence which is not shut up in it or limited
by it, and that without that presence it means
nothing and is nothing, nay, becomes worse than
nothing, a plague and cancer in the society,
poisoning its very heart, spreading disease and
death through it.

2. The signal downfall of the nation which
took place during Samuel's life, when the ark,
the symbol of the people’s unity, was captured
by the Philistines, prepared the way for great na-
tional changes. Samuel's reformation awakened
in the people a sense of order to which they had
been strangers before, But Samuel's sons did
not walk in his ways. They were self-seekers ;
they were suspected of taking bribes. The effect
of this distrust was just that which proceeds in
all ages from the same cause—dissatisfaction, a
cry for change, a feeling that the fault of the
person who administers implies some evil or
defect in that which he has to administer. The
degeneracy of Samuel's sons made the people
long for a different sort of rule, for one which
should be less irregular and fluctuating.

8. The request for a king displeased Samuel
because he had a sense that there was something
wrong in the wish of his countrymen. He may
have felt their ingratitude to himself; he may
have thought that his government was better
than any they were likely to substitute for it.

4. God's answer to Samuel's prayer was §
very strange one. “Hearken unto them, for
they have rejected me.” Let them have their
way, seeing that they are not changing a mere
form of government, but breaking loose from the
principle upon which their nation has stood from
its foundation. The Hebrews were asking for
heavy punishments, which they needed, without
which the evil that was in them could not have
been brought to light or cured. But beneath
their dark counterfeit image of a king was
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hidden the image of a true King reigning in
righteousness, who would not Judge after the
sight of his eye nor reprove after the hearing of
his ear, but would smite the earth with the rod
of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips
would slay the wicked. [Maurice.]

Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes.
BY REV. A, 1. MC KINNEY.

NOTE.

As 80 much of the interest in the lessons of
the quarter focuses about the name of Saul, the
first king of Israel, we will adopt his name as
our memory word for the quarter, planning and
teaching our lessons according to the following
outline :

SURROUNDINGS.
APPROACH.
UNFOLDED TEXT.
LESSON,

STUDY IN ADVANCE.

SURROUNDINGS.

Time. Uncertain, somewhere between 1098
and 1037 B. C.

Places. Beer-sheba and Ramah. The teacher
should provide a map to be used in the class.

History. See Unfolded Text.

The Record. 1In classes for Intermediates no
time need be spent on critical questions concern-
ing the books of Samuel.

APPROACH.

Ask: How many have ever seen or have read
Plutarch’s Lives? What do you know about
the book? Here is a copy of it. (Let the
teacher show the book, or if it is not obtainable
have selected some biography about which the
suggested questions may be asked and which
may be brought to the class for the purpose of
attracting the attention and of stimulating the
interest of the pupils.) Now say: During this
quarter we are going to write the lives of Saul
and David. In this notebook you will reserve
two pages for each lesson. On the first page we
will each write at home before coming to the
class the following :

1. The title of the lesson.

2. The Golden Text thereof.

3. Such facts concerning Saul or David re-
lating to the lesson as we are able to learn dur-
ing the week. *

On the second page we will record :

1. Such additional facts as we learn during
the lesson hour,

2. The truth that we wish to remember in
connection with the lesson,
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Have prepared for each pupil a notebook op
the front cover and on the first page of whick
is printed :

LIVES OF
SAUL AND DAVID.
COMPILED BY

In each case, on this last line, print the name
of the person for whom the book is intended
Urge the pupils to do the work as indicated
week by week in Study in Advance, and to
bring their books to class on each Sunday.

UNFOLDED TEXT.

As there has been a break in our studies, and
as our pupils have forgotten many things, that
they may understand to-day’s text it will be
necessary for the teacher to spend a little time
in recalling the lessons for December, 1902, and
in connecting to-day’s lesson therewith, so as to
get an intelligent acquaintance with the lesson
surroundings.

We will study our lesson in connection with
the persons mentioned therein, as follows :

Samuel. Ask: Who was he? What do you
remember about him? We have here an excel-
lent opportunity, which should be eagerly and
intelligently embraced in order to review what
the pupils learned concerning Samuel during
last year, If the teacher is well prepared, but
little time need be given to this exercise,

Samuel's Sons. Ask: What were their
names? What office did they hold? Where?
(Have some pupil point our Beer-sheba on the
map.) What did Samuel's sons not do? Name
three evil things that they did do? From a
study of the NoTes the teacher should be pre-
pared to explain concisely who the judges and
the elders were, and to be ready to answer any
questions concerning them.

The Elders. Ask: Who were they? Where
did they gather? (Have Ramah pointed out.)
Why? What three things did they say to Sam-
uel? How did he feel? What did he do?

The Lord. How did the Lord answer Sam-
uel? (The teacher should be prepared to
answer this question, as it is one that troubles
every thoughtful child. See Notes.) What did
he say? (Have some one read aloud verses T
8, and 9, and explain their meaning.) What
did Samuel then do?

LESSON,

Ask for the Golden Text. Have soveral re-
peat it. Ask: Do we have any kings in this
country? Do we serve anyone? From tolking
about the nation, turn the conversation to our-
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selves and develop the thought: In spite of the
fact that we claim to be our own master every-
one has a master other than himself or herself,
The only really free person is the one who has
ihe Lord for his Master and is willing to obey
his commands.

Have the following printed on a slip of paper,
and hand a blank slip to each member of the
class:

I TAKE THE LORD FOR

MY MASTER

AND WILL SERVE HIM.

Have each one copy this on his or her slip,
and ask all who will honestly make and with
God's help try to keep this resolution to print
it in their Lives at home directly after school.

STUDY IN ADVANCE.

Ask the pupils to read the Scripture narrative

between to-day's lesson and that for next Sun-

day, and to write in their Lives three of the
most important events recorded therein.

Review words, “My Master.” (See note at
beginning of HixTs for the next lesson.)

By Way of Illustration.

BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM,

“Make us a king.” Little folks and larger
cones are very likely to want the things which
are not good for them, and to prefer such things
to those which are the best possible for them.
A baby wants an open razor to play with, be-
cause it is so bright. A child wants to eat
poison berries, because they are so pretty.
Young people want to have a part in occupations
or to find a place in surroundings which are
evil, because they are so attractive. Older peo-
ple want wealth or position or power, because it
seems to promise so much. All of us are in-
clined to reach out after that which is not for
our good, because to the eye of sense it is so
pleasing. Very few of us are ready to have God
decide for us always as to what is for our good.
£till fewer of us would make a wise choice if
God should permit us to choose for ourselves.
The safest prayer, even when the bitterest cup
fs proffered to us, is, “Nevertheless not my will,
but thine, be done.”

“Like all the nations.”” The foolish imitation
of others is responsible for many evils. The
fife of a Chinese girl is one long torture because
of the horrible custom of foot-binding. The
women of Lake Nyassa insert a piece of stone
gn their upper lip, enlarging it from time to
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time till speaking and eating become most
awkward and painful operations, and the very
lip sometimes is torn away. Few things are
more necessary for the young Christian than to
learn independence of worldly persons and ideas.
—Erpositor's Bible.

“And Samuel prayed unto the Lord.” Lin-
coln’s intimate friend, Noah Brooks, tells how
Nr. Lincoln, like Hezekinh and Samuel, was
accustomed to spread his cause before the Lord,
and when told that many were praying for him
he said, I have been a good deal helped by just
that thought. I should be the most presumptuous
blockhead upon this footstool if I for one day
thought I could discharge the duties which
have come upon me since I came into this place
without the aid and enlightenment of One who
is stronger and wiser than all others.”

Verses 7-9. A Visible Helper., These verses
show us that this national rejection of God as
king was parallel to the lust after idols. Both
sins sprang from the same root—the difficulty

of believing in an invisible helper, and the con- *

sequent craving for some material embodiment
of power as an idol or as a king. Sense cried
aloud for something more substantial than this
God whom no man could see. It was all very
well to be told stories about a captain of
the Lord's host, with a drawn sword in
his hand, whom a Joshua might get a glimpse
of now and then; but flesh and blood would
fight better if one’s eyes could see a stalwart
Israelite striking with his sword. Shall we con-
demn them? In our daily life why do we cling
so fondly to visible helpers and feel that a hu-
man breast on which we can lay our heads, and
to which we can confide our troubles, is more to
us than the heart and ear of God. There are
many people to-day who had much rather have
a good balance at their credit in the bank than
God’s promise to take care of their needs. We
are all of us tempted to think, like the old cos-
mogonists, that the blue vault about us must
fall unless somewhere on the edge of the ho-
rizon there are pillars to hold it up.—Alerander
McLaren.

Heart Talks on the Lesson.
BY MRS, J. II. KNOWLES.

The Epistle to the Hebrews says, “We ought
to give more earnest heed to the things which
we have heard, lest at any time we should let
them slip.” The mind is like a sieve; thoughts
run through it unless we make an effort to hold
them. Our days are so full of things to read
and hear and see, impressions are like clouds
flitting over a lake. We must give heed o the
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good lessons that we learn each Sunday, “lest
we forget,”

How soon these ancient Hebrews forgot
Mizpeh, where the Lord discomfited the Philis-
tines, and Eben-ezer, the *“stone of help.” They
had peace all the days of Samuel, but they for-
got whose band had given it. They forgot that
God had chosen them out of other nations to
make them better, stronger, richer than all.
And, forgetting, they were deceived by appear-
ances; they thought it would be better to be
like these others, while God had set them apart
for peculiar favor and honor,

Let us look into this mirror. We may see
ourselves there. It is the Christian’s honor to
be chosen out of the world; to be different
from it; to possess something better than its
folly, worry, disappointing ambitions and pur-
suits,  But it is close around us; we form
friendships in it; it is lonesome to be singular;
we forget Mizpeh and Eben-ezer; we want to be
like other people, and we adopt their ways and
fall into their spirit. We do not say we have
rejected Jesus as our King, but we really have
done so when we are not different in thought
and spirit and conduct from those who do not
profess to belong to him. e never forces us to
accept him as King; he waits for our willing
allegiance, He lets us have our way and learn
our loss by sad experience. And what a loss it
is not to have him rule our heart and life! The
day is sure to come when we cry out because of
another king we have chosen. It is a bitter cry.
One in youth chooses self as king; case, pleas-
ure, good times; and at middle life he sees op-
portunity, honor, friends, ability, gone—stolen
by the oppressor he chose as his ruler. And
you, when you come to manhood or womanhood,
robbed of the strength and beauty of character
you would have gained in the service of Jesus,
how great will be your loss !

Let us be reasonable. Let us have a mind of
our own. Do not think you must go here or
there, do this or that, because “all the others
do.”  Consider what is best; choose for your-
self; bring others to your way of thinking
rather than yield to their way. The desire to be
“like other nations” led Israel away from God.
It is a subtle and fatal snare. The only escape
from it is to be loyal to Jesus and to desire
ahove all else to be like him.

The Teachers' Meeting.
To understand this lesson we must first under-
stand precisely what the people wanted. They
asked for a king, but they had one already—

God. 1. They wanted a visible king because
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they were not living by faith in the Unseen,
2. They wanted a king without regard to God's
wish in the matter, and thus in a measure re-
jected God. . They wanted a king first of all
because by him they hoped to win prosperity ;
but they desired prosperity without reference
to moral character., When they had obeyed God
they. always had had success: now they wanted
success without regard to the question of obe.
dience. 4. They wanted a king because they
wanted to be like other nations. Theirs was a
sinful desire for conformity to the world.....
We should learn from this lesson God's sover-
eignty. 1. God is Sovereign of this earth,
This is the condition of things—not a theory.
2. Government exists to make it difficult to do
evil and easy to do right, and the best govern:
ment is that which brings people nearest to
God's ideals. 8. Without the vision of faith peo-
ple cannot tell what is best for them, and some-
times God guides perverse natures into the right
path by giving them temporarily the things that
they most crave, knowing that these gifts will
punish them, humble them, and draw them
nearer to him and to ultimate obedience. 4., Tq
reject God brings upon the rejecter untold sor-
row.

Blackboard,
BY THOMAS G. ROGERS,

THEY

Israel had flourished and dwelt securely be-
neath the leadership of the judges appointed by
and representing God. With the passing of
Samuel, however, beholding the ungodliness of
his sons, the people forejudged the matter, de-
claring in effect that this method of leader-
ship was no longer an adequate provision for the
nation. They desired to place themselves in
voluntary submission to an earthly sovereign,
ignoring the explicit command of God, that they
should “serve him only.” Even with the pros-
pect of an exacting and tyrannous rule they
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chose their own way rather than that of God.
Let us consider carefully, lest in waywardness
we too should reject the divine decree and in
seeking our own ends make choice of some evil
without remedy or hope.

Coloring.—~Post and path, cream: T, red;
words, white; phrases, light blue and red,

Library References.

BY REV. 8. G. AYRES,
SAMUEL.—Deane, Samuel and Saul (“Men of
the Bible” series). Steele, Samuel the Prophet.
Bruce, First Three Kings of Isracl. Geikie,
Old Testament Portraits, page 165. Geikie,
Hours with the Bible, vol. ii, page 515, and
Index. Guthrie, Studies of Character, page
262. Brooks, Old Testament and Modern Life,
pages 105, 200, Stanley, Scripture Portraits,
page 43. Geikie, Old Testament Characters,
page 193. Baring-Gould, Legends of the Pa-
triarchs and Prophets, page 319, Stanley, His-
tory of the Jewish Church, vol. i, Kittell,
History of the Hebrews, vol. i. Kent, History

-
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of the Hebrew People, vol. i. The Eapositor,
Third Series, vol. iii, pages 241, 342; Fourth
Series, vol. vi, page 98.

COMMENTARIES ON FIRsT SAMUEL.—Smith,
H. P. International Critical Commentary.
Driver, 8. R., Notes on the Hebrew Text of Sam-
wel, Kirkpatrick, A, F., The Cambridge Bible,
Blaikie, W. G., The Ewpositor's Bible. Hervey,
Arthur, The Bible Commentary. Terry, M. 8.,
Whedon's Commentary. Keil and Delitzsch,
Commentary on the Books of Samuel.

RAMAnL—~Ntanley, Jewish Church, vol. i,
pages 435, 454, Kittell, History of the He-
brews, Index. Robinson, Researches, vol. i,
page 576, Bibliotheca Sacra, vol. i, page 45.
Wilson, Lands of the Bible, vol. i, page 382.
The Bible dictionaries.

SERMONS ON THE LESSON.

Verse 3.—Preacher’'s Magazine, 1808, page
305. Verse 4.—Maurice, F. D., Prophets and
Kings of the Old Testament. Collyer, W. B.,
Lectures.  Verse b.—Brodbeck, William Nast,
Remains, page 109,
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GOLDEN TEXT. The Lord is our king ; he will save us. Isa. 33, 22,

AUTHORIZED VERSION.
[Read 1 Sam. chapters 9, 10.]

1 Sam. 10. 17-27. [ Commit to memory verses 24, 25.)

17 And Sam'u-el called the people together
unto the Lorp to Miz'peh;

18 And said unto the children of Is'ra-el,
Thus saith the Lorp God of Is'ra-el, I brought
up Is'ra-el out of E'gypt, and delivered you out
of the hand of the E-gyp'tians, and out of the
hand of all kingdoms, and of them that op-
pressed you:

19 And ye have this day rejected your God,
who himseif saved you out of all your adversi-
ties and your tribulations; and ye have said
unto him, Nay, but set a king over us. Now
therefore present yourselves before the Lorp by
your tribes, and by your thousands.

20 And when Sam’u-el had caused all the

tribes of Is'ra-el to come near, the tribe of Ben'- -

ja-min was taken.

21 When he had caused the tribe of Ben'ja-
min to come near by their families, the famil
of Ma’tri was taken, and Saul the son of Kisl
was taken: and when they sought him, he could
not be found.

22 Therefore they inquired of the Lorp fur-
ther, if the man should yet come thither. And
the Lorp answered, Behold, he hath hid himself
among the stuff.

23 And they ran and fetched him thence:
and when he stood among the people, he was

REVISED VERSION.*

17 And Samuel called the people together unto
Jehovah to Mizpah; 18 and he said unto the
children of Israel, Thus saith Jehovah, the God
of Israel, T brought up Israel out of Egypt, and
1 delivered you out of the hand of the BEgyp-
tians, and out of the hand of all the kingdoms
that oppressed you: 19 but ye have this day
rejected your God, who himself saveth you out
of all your calamities and your distresses; and
ye have said unto him, Nay, but set a king over
us. Now therefore present yourselves before
Jehovah by your tribes, and by your thousands.
20 So Samuel brought all the tribes of Israel
near, and the tribe of Benjamin was taken.
21 And he brought the tribe of Benjamin near
by their families; and the family of the Ma-
trites were taken; and Saul the son of Kish
was taken: but when they sought him, he could
not be found. 22 Therefore they asked of Je-
hovah further, Is there yet a man to come
hither? And Jehovah answered, Behold, he
hath hid himself among the baggage. 23 And
they ran and fetched him thence; and when he
stood among the people, he was higher than'any

*The Revised Version, copyright 1001, by Thomas Nelson
& Sons,
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higher than any of the people from his shoul-
ders and upward,

24 And Sam'u-el said to all the people, See
ye him whom the LorD hath chosen, that there
#¢ none like him among all the penb)le'.‘ And
all the people shouted, and said, God save the
king.

25 Then Sam'u-el told the people the manner
of the kingdom, and wrote it in a book, and laid
it up before the Lorp, And Sam'u-el sent all
the people away, every man to his house,

26 And Saul also went home to Gib'e-ah;
and there went with him a band of men, whose
hearts God had touched.

27 But the children of Be'li-al said, IHow
shall this man save us? And they despised him,
and brought him no presents, But he held his
peace.
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of the people from his shoulders and upward.
24 And Samuel said to all the people, See ye
him whom Jehovah hath chosen, that there is
none like him among all the people? And all
the people shouted, and said, Long live the king.

25 Then Samuel told the people the manner
of the kingdom, and wrote it in a book, and
laid it up before Jehovah. And Samuel sent all
the people away, every man to his house, 26
And Saul also went to his house to Gibeah ;
and there went with him the host, whose hearts
God had touched. 27 But certain worthless fel-
lows said, How shall this man save us? And
they despised him, and brought him no present.
But he held his peace,

Time.--Uncertain ; according to Usher's
chronology, about 1005 B, . Place.—Mizpeh,
in the tribe of Benjamin.

Home Readings.
M. Saul anointed, 1 Sam. 9. 25 to 10, 2.
Tu. Saul Chosen King. 1 Sam. 10, 17-27.
7. Duty to rulers, Rom, i3. 1-8,
. God’s counsel, Jer, 22, 1-9,
A king's trust. Psa, 21,
“The Lord reigneth.” Psa. 93.
The King of glory, DPsa. 24,

Lesson Hymns,
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 1.
Before Jehovah’s awful throne,
Ye nations bow with sacred joy ;
Know that the Lord is God alone,
He can create, and he destroy.
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 459,
All hail the power of Jesus’ name !
Let angels prostrate fall,
Bring forth the royal diadem,
And crown him Lord of all !
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 359,
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you,
‘aith his sheep securely fold you ;
God be with you till we meet again.

Questions for Senior Scholars,

1. Samuel Reprimands the People (v. 17-
19).—~Where was Mizpeh? What is meant by
calling the people together “unto the Lord”?
For what purpose were the children of Israel
“the chosen people” of God? In what sense
had they rejected Jehovah? Why did they ask
Jehovah to choose the king for them when they
knew he did not want them to have a king? In
what sense could they present themselves be-
fore the Lord? What were the tribes? What
were the thousands?

2. The Selection of a King (v. 20-24).—
What peril was averted by the choice of the
tribe of Benjamin? Was the family of Matri
distinguished in Benjamin? Where had Saul
hidden himself? Why were large men preemi-
nent as soldiers in ancient days? In what re-
spect were there none among all the people like
Saul? Did the people acquiesce in the choice?

3. The National Constitution (v. 25)—
What is meant by “the manner of the king-
dom”? On whom was this manner or charter
a check? How was it laid up before the Lord?
Why was it laid up before the Lord? Who
dismissed the assembly?

4. The Establishment of the Kingdom (v.
26, 27).-~~Who went with Saul? What is the
meaning of “the children of Belial”? What
was the motive of their contempt? How did
Saul behave? Was this wise?

Q H for Int diate Schol

1. A National Assembly . (v. 17-19) .—To
what place were the people called? Of what
did Samuel remind them? What sins had they
committed? What claims had Jehovah upon
their trust and gratitude?

2. The King Selected (v. 20-24).—By whom
was the new king chosen? What had been pre-
viously done in the matter? By what method
was the selection made? Where was Saul
when the lot was ended? How ®d they find
him? How did he appear when presented by
Samuel? Tow was he received by the as-
sembly ?

3. The Beginning of the Kingdom (v. 25-
27).—What provision was made for the king-
dom? What was the purpose of it? In what
way was the constitution preserved for future
use? What did Saul first do? Who went with
him? What opposition to him appeared? How
did he treat it?
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Questions for Younger Scholars.
‘Who was Saul? Can you tell how he looked?

[July 12

pointed king? By the Lord. 3. By whom
was he anointed? By the prophet Samuel,
4. Where was his appointment made known?

What was he doing? What was his father's
name? Kish. What place did he come to?
Zuph. What did Saul wish to see there?
Why? What did Samuel know when he saw
Saul? To what did he invite him? Did he tell
him what he wanted to know? Where did he
go with him? What did he do to Saul there?
What came upon Saul on his way home? Where
did Samuel call the people together? What

does “Mizpeh” mean? The Lord be between K . e
thee and me when we are absent one from an- 82, What is adoption? Adoption is an act of

other. What did Samuel do there? Who was God’s free grace whereby he bestows on believers
chosen? Where was he? What did the people the name and privileges of the sous of God.
do? —_— Galatians 4. 4, 5. But when the fulness of the

" time was come, God seat forth his Son, made of a
A Review in Seven Questions. woman, made |'mder the law, to redeem them that

At an assembly of the people. 5. What was
his appearance? He was the tallest among the
people. 8. What did the people say when they
saw him? “God save the king.” 7. What is
our GoLpeN TEXT? “The Lord,” ete.

The Church Catechism.,

1. Who was the first king of Israel? Saul, were under the law, that we might receive the
the son of Kish. 2. By whom was he ap- adoption of sons.

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
The King of Kings.

1. “Tur Powers THAT BE ARE ORDAINED OF IIL Gob Horps RULERS To A STRICT ACCOUNT,

Gon.” Namuel told the people the manner of the

See ye him whom the Lord hath chosen. kingdom. v. 25.

v. 24, Forasmuch as thou hast not kept my
There is no power but of God. Rom. 13. 1. covenant and my statutes, I will surely
The Most High ruleth in the kingdom of rend the kingdom from thee. 1 Kings

men, and giveth it to whomsoever he b & U5 0

will. Dan. 4. 17. Every one of us shall give account of him-

LI. GOVERNMENT EXISTS ON DBEHALP self to God. Rom, 14, 12,
VIRTUE. IV. Gop Horwps Tne HEARTS OF ALL MEN IN
Present yourselves before the Lord. v. 1. I1s HANDS.
He that ruleth over men must be just, Men whose hearts God had touched. v.

ruling in the fear of God. 2 Sam. 23. 3. The Lord trieth the hearts. Prov. 17. 3.
“The throne is established by righteousness. I will put my laws into their hearts. Ileb.

Prov. 16. 12, 10. 16.

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

Ourlesson tells how Saul the son of Kish was chosen by lot in the presence of a representative national
gathering to be king of Israel. Really his duties were to be those of the vicegerent of Jehovah, who was
still the supreme ruler of the nation. We cannot doubt that Saul was chosen because of his kingly quali-
ties. e was the one man in all Israel best fitted by nature and grace to execute this high trust, and his
earlier career as sovereign shows this. First of all, the selection was revealed to Samuel, and then through
Samuel to Saul. The quaint story is told in chapter 9 and the earlier part of chapter 10. The gathering
that we now study marks the close of the period of the judges. Down to this date the social order of the
nation had been preserved by the priesthood and by hereditary * elders,” chiefs of clans. The weak moral
character of the people and the strong temptations to idolatry which beset them made them an easy prey to
surrounding nations, which took turns in tyrannizing over them. Now and thena man of God appeared to
call them back to the true worship ; now and then a strong-willed hero freed some portion of the holy land
from the invaders whom'God used as instruments of punishment, but there was yet no * king in Israel,” and
¢ gvery man did that which was right in his own eyes ""—subject, of course, to the generally recognized law
of God. In this lesson Samuel, prophet and judge, appears in the noblest attitude, as one who assists in a
revolution which is to take from himself the supreme power and bestow it upon another.
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Verse 17. And Samuel called the people
together unto the Lord [“Jehovah™] to Miz-
peh [“Mizpah”]. Mizpeh, Beth-el, and Gilgal
were the three chief seats of Samuel’s circuit
court.  All three were held by tradition to be
holy places. Mizpeh had a fame of its own.
Samuel, who was now to invest another with
royal authority, had here inaugurated the great
national reformation. IHere in deep humilia-
tion the elders of Israel had renewed the cove-
nant with the God of their fathers., The Philis-
tines, hearing of the assembly, had come up
against it, and it was at Mizpeh that the ITe-
brews utterly routed them, and “raised their
Eben-ezer”—the memorial stone which told to
future generations, “Ilitherto hath the Lord
helped us.” The phrase *unto Jehovah” shows
that in some way the divine presence was now
indicated at Mizpeh, possibly by the presence
of the high priest, whose “ephod” and “urim
and thummim” were the ordained means of as-
certaining God’s will.  Such an assembly as
was here called together was a feature of the
theocratic government: it represented every
tribe and “family” and “thousand” of Israel,
and possessed a certain national judicial au-
thority (Judg. 21): but in general its func-
tions were to accept the will of Jehovah rather
than to determine by vote the will of the people.

18, 19, Thus saith the Lord God [“Jeho-
vah, the God"] of Israel. Samuel, as the prime
minister of the Theocracy, opens this parlia-
ment by delivering God’s royal address. I
brought up Isracl. The pronoun is emphatie,
and contrasts with ye at the beginning of verse
19: It was I who wrought these beneficent
marvels; it is you who have this day rejected
your God. The rejedtion lay in their deter-
mination to have their own way, and not his.
The hend has in all ages and languages been
a notable symbol. We have it in singularly
forceful form in modern English in the word
“mortgage,” “the grip of a dead hand.” In our
text it reminds Israel of the tight grasp of
bondage from which God had delivered the na-
tion. Them that oppressed you. Egypt, Ama-
lek, Midian, Edom, Moab, Philistin—nations
whose monarchical institutions they now sought
to imitate. But the kings of these very nations
Israel, without an earthly king, had defeated.
Set a king over us. “Some one was needed
more warlike and vigorous than Samuel, more
just and capable than his sons,” but surely
God was needed most of all; and it was inde-
pendence from God that these men were really
striving for. Present yourselves, God would
give them their desire, intent on overruling
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their error for their good. The first step in
reaching God’s decision was for the people to
arrange themselves before Jehovah, that is, be-
fore his representative, in regular order of
tribe and clan.  The nation had naturally
divided into tribes, the tribes into clans
(called “families”), and the “families” into
“houses,” which perhaps we would call families.
Besides this natural division there was an arti-
ficial organization (which dated back to
Moses) of “thousands,” “hundreds,” “fifties,”
and “tens,” the “thousand” being almost equiva-
lent to the “family.” i

20. The tribe of Benjamin was taken. Se-
lected by God: the method, almost certainly,
was by lot. The word “lot,” which has been
degraded to describe the meanest form of gam-
bling contrivable—a base endeavor to get some-
thing for nothing—in ancient times stood for
a solemn appeal to the Deity. God himself ar-
ranged it as part of the ritual service of the
Hebrews (Lev. 16, 8), and formally approved
it on other occasions (Prov. 16. Acts 1.
206) ; and apparently the urim and thummim
and ephod of the high priest were used, like
lots, to ascertain the will of Jehovah.

21. The family of Matri [“the Matrites"].
One of the divisions of the tribe of Benjamin ;
not mentioned elsewhere. We need not under-
stand from the phrase come near that out of so
great a concourse the representatives of any one
tribe or clan gathered together and marched to-
ward the high priest. More probably the selec-
tion was made by the use of stones on which
were inscribed the names of those concerned,
and the process may have lasted for several
days. Saul the son of Kish was taken. Prob-
ably from all the “heads of houses” the name
of Kish was chosen, and from his household
the name of Saul. Although already anointed
king in private, when publicly selected Saul
could not be found. Modesty and dignity were
united in this retirement.

22. Therefore they inquired of the Lord
[“asked of Jehovah”] further, if the man
should yet come thither. [“Is there yet a man
to come hither?”] The idiom is foreign to us,
but the inquiry is whether Saul is present or is
to be sought for at his home. How the Lord
answered their inquiry we are not told, but
the phraseology intimates that in this case at
least the urim and thummim were used. Among
the stuff [“baggage”]. The trappings and bag-
gage which had been heaped up in the middle
of the assembly.

23. They ran and fetched him
Doubtless with much enthusiasm,

thence.
He 1was
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higher than any of the people from his shoul-
ders and upward. Even to this day majestic
physique is of advantage to a public leader, In
an age when there was little strategy in war
the man of tallest stature and longest arm was
best equipped for leadership. Most popular
heroes (like Wallace and Charlemagne) have
been giants, The Mohammedan name for Saul
is Thalat, “The-tall.”

24, The words of Samuel are adroit. See
ve him whom the Lord [‘Jehovah™] hath
chosen, that there is none like him among all
the people. Saul had now bheen chosen by
both God and the people—by God because he
had a noble character; by the people because
he had a noble face and form. All the people
shouted. The applause seemed to be, but as
we shall see presently was not, universal. God
gave the king. *“Long live the king.”

25, Samuel, who still held the responsibility
for the establishmenc of the kingdom, now told
the people the manner of the kingdom, its
principles, the respective duties of king and
people toward each other and toward God. This
was a sort of Magna Charta, or national con-
stitution, of which no trace is left excepting in
the subsequent history of Israel and Judah, It
may have been an expansion of Deut. 17, 1-20,
The God-ordained “manner of the kingdom”
contrasted sharply with the “manner of the
king” described in 1 Sam. 8 Wrote it in a
book, and laid it up before the Lord [“Jeho-
vah"]. We may that this
was kept, together with the book of the law,
“hy the side of the ark of the covenant” (Deut.
81. 26).

.
ript

HOMILETICAL AND

The Meeting at Mizpeh. The word Mizpeh,
or more correctly, Mizpah, as in the Revised
Version, denotes watchtewer, As there were
many watchtowers in Palestine the name Miz-
peh must have been very common, It is pretty
generally agreed that the place intended in this
lesson is the modern Neby Samwil (prophet
Samuel), four or five miles north-northwest of
Jerusalem. It was evidently a favorite gather-
ing place of the people, for the tribes, by their
representatives, had met here for deliberation
on several occasions (Judg. 20. 1; 21, 1-8;
1 8am. 7. 5, ff.).

This representative assembly at Mizpeh,
quite incidentally, testifies to a very high state
of civilization under Samuel’s judgeship, as well
as to the excellent, noble spirit of the prophet.
An important change is about to take place in
the national life of Israel. This change of gov-
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26. Saul also went home [“to his house”]
to Gibeah. Back to his farm, which is sup-
posed to have been about four miles north of
Jerusalem., In thus returning to privacy he
showed singular wisdom. It is only just to
recognize the singular nobility of character, as-
tuteness, and celerity of action with which Saul
began his reign. He failed only when he re-
fused to follow God's leadership. With Saul
went @ band of men [“the host”], a sort of
bodyguard, volunteers apparently, although they
may have already had some organization,
Whose hearts God had touched. The provi-
dence that had selected Saul for the throne had
fitted these men to be his supporters.

27. The children of Belial [“certain worth-
less fellows”]. This is not a proper name, as
it was supposed to be by the earlier translators.
It is the Ilebrew phrase for “good-for-noth-
ings,” and generally refers to the wicked, How
shall this man save us? Huge as he was in
body Saul had not yet taken great part in pub-
lic affairs, and these grumblers, like enough,
were the active politicians of the day. They
despised him. By contemptuous words as well
as by bringing him no presents [“present”],
which was virtual rebellion. He held his peace.
“ITe was as being deaf.” Te took no notice
of the malcontents; not from scorn, but from
prudence. He passed by the slight that he
might win their allegiance. This disaffection
may have spread widely. It was a not unnatu-
ral reaction from the enthusiasm of the as-
sembly. But Saul knew God was with him, and
waited his opportunity (which soon came) to
unify all Israel.

PRACTICAL NOTES.

ernment is effected in a peaceful manner, and §

not, as too usual in the Bast to this day, by a
bloody revolution, It is not positively known
who constituted this assembly, but probably
only the representatives selected by the tribes,
the so-called “elders of Israel” (1 Sam, 8. 4).
Others think that all Israelites of twenty years
of age and over, as well as adult foreigners,

who had cast their lot with the people of God,

had a voice on this and similar occasions (Num.
1. 3). Be that as it may, the assembly, or
“congregation of the people,” had great power,
and is frequently mentioned in connection with
important events in the story of Israel, espe-
cially in the selection of the leaders, as in the
case of Joshua (Num. 27, 18, ff.), of David
(2 Sam. 5. 1), of Solomon (1 Chron, 29, 22),
and several other kings (see 1 Kings 12, 20;
2 Kings 11, 19, and often).
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Some critics see in this account of the meeting
at Mizpeh an evident contradiction to the state-
ment made in chapter 8, where Samuel protests
against the selection of a king, and still more
especially with the report given in 9. 1-16, and
with the previous anointing mentioned in verses
9. 25 to 10. 8. “It is thoroughly inconceivable,”
says Thenius, “that Samuel should have first of
all anointed Saul king by the instigation of
God, and then have caused the lot to be cast,
as it were, for the sake of further confirmation;
for in that case either the prophet would have
tempted God or he would have made him
chargeable before the nation with an unworthy
act of jugglery.,” Keil replies to this charge as
follows: “Such an argument as this could only
be used by critics who deny not only the in-
spiration of the prophets, but all influence on
the part of the living God upon the free action
of men, and cannot therefore render the truth
of the biblical history at all doubtful. Even
Ewald sees no discrepancy here, and observes in
his history (vol. ii, page 82, German edition),
‘If we bear in mind the ordinary use made of
the sacred lot at that time, we shall find that
there is nothing but the simple truth in the
whole course of the narrative. The secret meet-
ing of the seer with. Saul was not sufficient to
secure a complete and satisfactory recognition
of him as king; it was also necessary that the
Spirit of Jehovah should single him out pub-
licly in a solemn assembly of the nation, and
point him out as the man of Jehovah.'” The
trouble with much of our modern criticism is
that things did not happen exactly as our crit-
ics would have them happen had they been in
control. I wonder if critics of our national his-
tory two or three thousand years hence will not
try to prove that our Parliamentary Records of
the first three months of the year 1003 are
myths and bundles of tradiction ! Some
strange things, yet none the less true, were
done in the last Legislature, ¢

Ye have this day rejected your God. Samuel,
the true servant of God, once more makes prom-
inent their ingratitude and disloyalty. Though
personally grieved and sick at heart, he loses
sight of himself and his own rejection, and
openly charges them with their disloyalty to
King Jehovah, who all along their history had
done the very things for which they now de-
mand a human king. Had not Jehovah deliv-
ered them from greater perils than were now
confronting them? Had he not broken the yoke
of Pharaoh, the greatest monarch of his age?
Had he not safely led them through untold dis-
tress and constant perils through forty years of
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wilderness life? And had he not made their
little army victorious over the united forces of
Canaan? O, how apt we are to forget God's
past mercies! Just like Israel. Instead of
remembering the glorious story of the exodus,
the conquest of Canaan, as well as the number-
ess deliverances under the judges, they seem to
forget them all. How often have we also for-
gotten God's goodness to us, and have wickedly
turned away from him, that we might carry on
some schemes and plans for which we dared
not even ask his help! How often do we do so
simply that we might be like the wicked around
us! “There are many ways in which we may
reject God. We always reject God when we do
that which we know to be wrong, or what may
be just as bad, when we engage in things which
we do not know to be right. After all, the
source of most sin is selfishness. All selfish-
ness manifests itself by lack of faith in God.
It is an awful thing to reject God, and yet this
can be done without a public declaration of our
apostasy from Jehovah, for “he that is not
with me is against me.” The saddest thing
about the whole matter is that we are more apt
to forget God in the hour of prosperity than in
adversity. How many there are who once had
time to attend to their religious duties, but who,
owing to their success in business or in social
life, have turned their backs on God!

The tribe of Benjamin was taken. The se-
lection was probably by lot. This method of
procedure was common among all the nations
of antiquity, no less than in Israel. Achan was
detected by lot (Josh. 7. 14); the land was
divided between the tribes by lot (Josh. 14. 2);
the order of the priestly services was determined
in the same manner (1 Chron. 24. 5) ; and even
in New Testament times we read of casting
lots (Luke 1. 9; John 19. 24; Acts 1. 26).
Whatever method was followed the sacred
writer would have us believe, as he himself did,
that it was done under the immediate guidance
of Jehovah. And why not? If miracles were
possible then, there is nothing improbable about
the whole subject. We may not expect to have
divine guidance in that way at present, any
more than we may expect miraculous interven-
tion iu our behalf. Nevertheless, God does still
guide and direct all those who put their trust
in him. The taking of Benjamin must have
been very unexpected and unwelcome, for at
this time, owing to the fearful war on account
of the Gibeah affair, Benjamin had been well-
nigh exterminated (see Judg. 20). The selec-
tion of Saul was no accident. There are no
accidents in God’s plans. How often God
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works in ways apparently unimportant, but
which, nevertheless, are fraught with signifi-
cance! So here. A farmer in Benjamin loses
his asses; his son is sent in search of them.
Samuel and Saul meet. The seer somehow
knows that the future king of Israel is before
him. So in our own day. What seems a
trifling event often changes the course of many
a life, and even the destiny of a nation. The
accidental dropping into a little country church
on a cold winter night, a chance word, or an
item in a newspaper—these and similar things
have produced great results, and have given the
world a Spurgeon, a Simpson, a Foster, a Liv-
ingstone, a Lincoln, and a host of other royal
men kinglier than Saul and mightier than Na-
poleon. Many of God's noblest men have come
from very obscure places,

Behold, he hath hid himself. Truly great
men are always modest, and as a rule dislike
the public gaze. They love to keep themselves
in the background. Wise men never seek addi-
tional responsibilities; yea, good men may
shrink with terror from increased duties. Moses
did g0, so did Jeremiah, and so has many a
holy man since their time. Jonah fled to Tar-
shish and Gregory of Nanzianzum into the
wilderness. But let a man be filled with the
Spirit of God, and convinced that the great
King needs and requires his services, and he,
like Moses, Jeremiah, Jonah, and Gregory, will
go on in the strength of th» Lord, and dare and
do. Let us not mistake modesty for indolence,
cowardice, and love of ease, There are to-day
many men of great natural power who are
hiding among the stuff of popularity instead of
helping God make the world better. But, after
all, Saul had some excuse, for he doubtless
knew that he was selected to carry on a work
for God which could have been done better in
another way. He was, at best, but the second
choice of heaven, for had the people in select-
ing him not rejected God? “Even though his
mind was not a spiritual mind, there was some-
thing frightful in the very idea of a man step-
ping, so to speak, into God's place.”—Blaikic.

Whose hearts God had touched. God had a
work for Saul, work which the new king, with-
out assistance from other men, could not we'l
perform, so God touched the hearts of many.
8o to-day, weary toiler in the vineyard of the
Master, discouraged worker in some reform, be
sure that when the Lord has great work for
you to do he will surely touch the hearts of
many to sympathize with you and to help you.
Our Saviour had his disciples to help, and who
later carried on the work. Martin Luther had
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a faithful band of followers, both nobles and
peasants, John Wesley had his “Ioly Club" of
learned men, no less than his valiant local
preachers. So in more modern reforms Wen-
dell Phillips, Garrison, Gladstone and others
did not have to stand alone. But better stand
alone than fail to do one's duty, No Christian
need stand alene, for he can always hear the
beautiful promise, “Lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world.” Whenever any-
one refuses to help in any good work, however
unpleasant the task may be, he may well ask,
“Has God touched my heart?”

Sons of Belial said, How shall this man save
us? Belial is not a proper name; the phrase
“gons of Belial” simply means “trifling, worth-
less men,” the vulgar crowd without principles,
Every community has them, They are not only
moral zeros, but positive hindrances in the way
of all moral progress. Ilave we not some in
our churches and Sunday schools? And how
many there are who openly say, “How can
joining the church save us? We need no sal-
vation; we are living up to the best light we
have. We need no atoning blood or washing
of regeneration to save us, We are willing to
accept Jesus as our teacher.” But when it comes
to salvation they also ask, *ITow can this man
save us?’ The great question for each one of
us to-day is, Have we faith in the atoning blood
of Jesus Christ? If not, how do we differ from
the sons of Belial? The sin ot sin is unbelief,
the rejection of the King of kings.

He held his peace. A great and a good man
in the execution of his duties can be silent
under many insults, can possess his soul in
patience, can, like Saul, bide his time. The
foreign enemy will soon come ; then Saul will
unite all Israel, and by his prowess will justify
the divine selection. .

Prismatic Lights on the Lesson.
SAUL ANOINTED KING.

The character of God appears in that when
he was rejected from being king he wisely
chose the best possible man for his place. So
the character of Samuel appears in that when
he was rejected he was willing to aid in
anointing another,

Besides being tall, strong, and trained ina
strenuous life, Saul was susceptible of divine
inspiration (verse 10), a capital quality for
a king. Will he keep it?

The warning is repeated (verse 10). Yet
they are called together to see that the Lord
gives the king by the lot that he directs.
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Five hundred years of theocracy were passed,
Now: begin five hundred years of monarchy. It
begins in willfulness, distrust of God, and a de-
sire to be like other nations.

In spite of their rejecting God as king, in
spite. of the reiterated warnings, they still
wished to be semireligious. They allowed God
to choose the king, and asked him to tell where
he was when hid (verse 22),

To guard as far as possible from the perils
of an absolute monarchy Samuel wrote a con-
stitution and laws to lring the king to right
doing, and laid it up before the Lord (verse
25).

The king was chosen from the least and
almost extinet tribe of Benjamin, that the
strong tribes might not be jealous of each other,
and to start the king as a humble man (verse
21).

To inaugurate the reign under best auspices
God touched the hearts of a host to accept him
as king and go with him (verse 26).

“Saul was as one deaf”’ (verse 27), to the
sons of worthlessness who scoffed at him. Cer-
tainly he began prudently.

Ie began with a brilliant military victory
(chap, 11. 1-11), and with sublime executive
clemency (11, 13),

There could have been no better beginning.
All good beginnings do not insure good endings.

Thoughts for Young People.
GOD'S RELATION TO HIS PEOPLE.

1. God talks with his people. “There stands
on the table beside me a primrose which three
months ago was adorned with fair white blos-
soms, with plenty of buds half open and others
ready to follow. But the promise which these
gave was never fulfilled, As the already open
blossoms faded away, those which should have
succeeded all died in the bud, and the leaves
began to wither and shrivel up. I wondereds
what was the cause, till one day, emptying a lit-
tle water which had run through into the sau-
cer beneath, T found a worm in it which had
evidently been preying on the plant.  This
having been removed, the question arose as to
whether the spoiled plant, with the leaves gone
from one side and no signs of any possible
blossoms to come, should be kept or not. 1 kept
it, marred as it was, and tended it day by day,
giving just so much water as was needed,
placing it in the light theugh not in the hot
sun.  And now a sweet odor is rising up from
some shoots, which are lifting their heads, and
the delicate, creamy buds are just beginning to
appear again.” Just so God did not leave Is-

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER, 491

rael uncared for. There was a prophet among
the people. And his holy example as well as
his faithful words were as light in the darkness,
as springs in the drought ; and, long and help-
less as the time must have seemed, at the end
of it tiny buds of repentance began to appear,
promising the fair blossoms of restoration and
peace and gladness. As in Samuel's day God
spoke to his people through the medium of his
own appointed prophet, so God speaks to us to-
day through his written word,

2. God cares for his people.  God has, in
every age, shown a peculiar interest in, and
care over, his people, delivering them from ene-
mies and guiding them in their way. He is
ever present at the gatherings of his people,
so that every meeting of his Church is before
the Lord, God's interest in his people has not
been because of their worthiness, but in spite |
of their faithlessness toward him. Even when
his people have shown themselves unworthy,
God still cares for them and adapts his plans
to their imperfections,

3. Glod cares for us one by one. Men of
science say that atoms of matter do not act-
ually touch each other; that in a globule of
water or a bit of granite the particles are dis-
tinet and separate, only seeming to be in one
mass. 8o in the world, each individual stands
alone before the eyes of God, as though the only
person i the world. God sometimes permits
his people to follow their own ways, that by ex-
perience they may learn to submit the more
willingly to his counsel,

T i g Hinu fof 1nt, diat,
NOTE.

The proper time to begin to prepare for Re-
view Sunday is on the first Sunday of the
quarter. In connection with the study of the
very first lesson of the series the teacher should
give the pupils a word or words, which will be
used in the review ior the purpose of recalling
the principal facts and truths of the lesson
study. (See below.) In addition to the review
words the pupils should preserve in their Lives
the title, the Golden Text, and the application
made and printed in connection with each les-
son. A very few minutes should be spent on
each Sunday in recalling these things that have
been written. For teachers and pupils who fol-
low some such plan as this review day has lost
its terrors,

Classes,

SURROUNDINGS,
Time. Shortly after last lesson,
Places. Mizpeh: Read up on the history of
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this place and explain the meaning of the word
as it is now used in our religious life. Gibeah:
Saul's home.

APPROACIL,

Ask: What have you written in your Lives
as the result of reading the text between to-
day's lesson and that for last Sunday? Have
several read what they have written. Let the
others comment upon what is read, and if neces-
sary correct it, but in every case commend what
has been well done.

Ask: Who is the chief ruler in our country?
How was he chosen for his office? Talk about
the appointment of the Governor-General but
spend only enough time to get the pupils thoroughly
interested, and then quickly transfer that interest
to the

UNFOLDED TEXT,
which may be viewed profitably in a serias of
pictures, which the teacher will make real to
the pupils in the ratio that they are real to
himself.

1. A Servant of God. Picture Samuel, now
about seventy years old, standing before the peo-
ple who honored him, faithfully delivering Je-
hovah's message to those who were really
rejecting the God who had done such wonderful
things for them and through them.

2. A King Chosen. [Ilere is an excellent
place for picture painting, but the teacher
should resist the temptation to spend over-
much time on it as he pictures the representa-
tive of each tribe coming forward “before the
oracle and receiving the answer yes or no,” un-
til the least of all the tribes, Benjamin, is
chosen. Then follow the representatives of the
families, until that of the Matrites, the least
known of all, is chosen. Then follow the house-
holds until that of Kish, a small farmer, is
chosen, and of his sons Saul, now about forty
years old, is the choice. (To understand that
this was not a matter of chance, s:e 1 Sam. .
15-17.)

8. A Modest Man. Picture the search for
Saul, the use of the Urim and Thummim

(Exod. 28, 30; Num. 27, 21), and the finding
of the newly chosen king, who in his modesty
or in his awe had hidden himself among the
baggage. Look at him, see his size as Samuel
points him out, and hear the people as they
say, “God save the king.”” Then follows the
writing of the law of the kingdom, the dis-
persing of the people, and Saul's return to
Gibeah,

4. Sons of Belial. Describe who they were,
what they said, and what they refused to do.
This picture is comparatively unimportant.
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LESSON.

Ask: Why are men chosen for political posi-
tions to-day? Discuss this question as freely
as time will permit, and then ask: Why was
Saul chosen king? Many answers will be given.
Use them all to lead up to something like this:
God wished him to be king because, considering
all the circumstances, he was the one best fitted
for the throne. Kinally, ask: Whom does God
choose to-day for important places in his king-
dom? Again many and varied answers will be
given. Sift them all in order to formulate
something like this: God chooses for his im-
portant work those who are the most willing
and the best prepared to do it. Have each
pupil write this sentence on a slip of paper, and
then ask them to print on the same paper the
following :

LORD, HELP ME TO BE READY FOR

THY CHOICE
WHEN IT 1S REVEALED.

Ask all to carefully copy into their Lives
what is written on their slip.

STUDY IN ADVANCE.

Ask all to read the Scripture text between
to-day's lesson and that for next Sunday in or-
der to be able to write in their Lives a short
account of “The Campaign against  the
Ammonites.”

Review words, “God's Choice.”

PREVIEW,
Lesson I. My Master.
Lesson 11, God's Choice.
Lesson 111, Heart Service.
Lesson IV, Obedience.
Lesson V. Heart.
Lesson VI. Giants.
Lesson VIL. Jealousy.
Lesson VIII, Friend.
Lesson IX. Overcome Self.
Lesson X. God's Way.
Lesson XI. King.
Lesson X1I. Total Abstinence.

By Way of Illustration.

YVerses 17-19. God's Faithfulness. The les-
son that most forcibly recurs to us in the study
of the history of the Jewish people is God's
faithfulness even to the unfaithful, his change-
lessness even to those who were constantly
changing. Many are the strata of human his-
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tory, and they lie like the strata of the earth
in all conceivable positions, showing the results
of slow deposits of opinion, age-long aceretion
of custom, with fossils of fashion and prejudice
and fad that once had life. While it is now
reasonably firm beneath our feet, and civiliza-
tion is but slightly shaken by smoking volca-
noes of anarchy and earthquakes of war, we
have learned that even civilized society has its
Lisbon earthquakes, and that many an ages-
silent Vesuvius at unexpected intervals suffers
a new eruption.  Our confidence in the stabil-
ity of human institutions is our confidence in
righteousness, even as our confidence in the
stability of the earth beneath our feet is not in
its porous and brittle and perishable stratified
rock, but in its underlying granite,  Our hope
for the future is in the granite of GGod's veracity
and fidelity,  Whatever fails, the foundation of
God standeth sure.—William V. Barton,

The Request Granted, That God hearkened
to their petition does not show that he approved
of it, but is only an instance of where he “gave
theis their request but sent leanness into their
souls.” It not infrequently bhappens that God
treats his willful children in this way. Wise
earthly parents sometimes do this. Ruskin says
he well remembers how he was taught obedi-
ence. e was a little child, and one night when
the steaming tea-urn was brought in he cried
for it. His mother told him it would burn him,
Still he cried for it, and his mother said to the
maid, “Bring it to bim and let him hold it.”
The result was that he was badly burned, but
he learned that his mother’s word was safe to
follow,

Verses 21, 22, Humility marked the young
Saul, and humility is not a characteristic of
young life, It usually takes a good many hard
knocks to beat youthful self-conceit out of a
man, and he will be sure to get his share of
these; for things in this world are ordered so
that modesty and humility, like lowly shrubs,
escape the lightning which strikes the high ce-
dars. It is time enough to boast when we are
putting off the armor, and few of us have much
inclination to do so then. But when we are
putting it on, and have made no proof of our
prowess, the less we think of ourselves the bet-
ter.  'We may well recall the saying of that
Cambridge scholar, “Gentlemen, none of us, not
even the youngest, is infallible.”

Verse 23. Because a man looks to be head
and shoulders above other men it doesn’t follow
that he is really better than the average of men,
Goliath was twice the man that David was in
outward show, but he wasn’t half the man
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that David was in reality. It may be muscle
that gives a man the seeming advantage; it
may be an attractive face or figure; it may be
mone, it may be family connections ; it may
be official station; whatever it is, it is, after
all, nothing more than a-pedestal—the real man
must be measured and tested apart from it. But
the worst of it is that we commonly take in the
man's pedestal as a part of his own stature;
and then when finally he is off from that pedes-
tal, we find how woefully deceived we were!
“Man looketh on the outward appearance,” and
misjudges accordingly.  We must learn to see
the difference between a man and his pedestal,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

Never did a young man have

ties or brighter prospects, If only he had not

missed his way! Had he chosen God as God
chose him, we would not say,

or possibili-

“Saul the mistake, Saul the failure,
Saul the ruin that he seemed to be.”

“There is a way that seemeth right unto a man,
but the end thereof is death.”

In our introduction to him we see, what we
are slow to learn, that God uses the most ordi-
nary affairs in life in working out his plans for
us.  Nothing is unnoticed by the All-seeing eye.
Unconscious of its significance, we plan a
journey; we meet a friend; we move to a new
residence; we begin a new business: or we
pass days without note or change of any kind.
But all events, whether we call them great or
small, have relation to our personal character
and the fulfillment of that which our heavenly
Fatler designs for us, We are not orphans, We
have a Fatber who cares for us. This lifts our
life out of the commonplace, Everything we
do is worth our asking his direction and bless-
ing. Jesus taught no new truth when he said,
“Not a sparrow falleth to the ground without
your Father, and ye are of more value than
many sparrows.”  We can but wish to please
One who is interested in the smallest matter
that concerns us.

Saul's father's asses strayed away and he
was sent to find them. For three days he
searched without success, but the search
brought him to Samuel. His servant pro-
posed to consult the seer a: to where the asses
might be found. Should God care about such
a matter? Was it right to ask him? Neither
Saul nor his servant had any question about it.
They believed it the surest and quickest way to
get what they were looking for. “In all thy

s st
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ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy
steps.”  “Im everything by prayer and suppli-
cation with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known unto God.” “Casting all your
care upon him, for he careth for you.” In
bringing to God this that immediately con-
cerned him Saul discovered God's wider plans
for him. The loss of the asses, a most ordinary
occurrence, was the first step in the gain of a
kingdom. The day before, “the Lord had told
Samuel in his ear” that Saul was to be king,
and as soon as he saw him the Lord said, “Be-
hold the man whom I spoke to thee of.” It
is blessed to have an ear trained to know the
voice of God. Samuel’s ear had been so trained
ever since he was a child. It was happy for
Saul to find one like Samuel to advise him and
show him the will of God. At first he was
docile, willing to be guided; his soul was
stirred that day that he spent alone with him.
Never before had he been so near to God. Never
had he seen as then the responsibility and the
possibilities of his life. 1f only he had lived
afterward in the light of that hour!

Has there come such a vision to you, when
the Spirit has shown you the responsibility and
the possibilities of your own life: Be true to
the vision. The history of Israel's first king,
that “choice and goodly young man,” is full of
instruction. Study it carefully. It sets forth
the eternal principles upon which rests the king-
dom of God. Those principles must be the
foundation and the pillars of character if we
would possess that kingdom.

‘The Teachers’ Meeting.

In studying this lesson note that Saul had
already been designated as king, but not in pub-
lic.
advantages resultant upon the public choice of
the king....The advantage of the choice by lot.
The radical difference between the ancient choice
by lot and the modern lottery—one is an appeal
to God for guidance, the other a desire to get
one's neighbor's property without paying for it.
Study God's reminder that he had brought Is-
rael out of Egypt and out of the hands of all
kingdoms. What is the intimation here?....
‘Who had been the only lawgiver and king of
Israel?....We must note that though God did
not choose to have a king he insisted for the
good of the people in choosing the king....In
what sense did the Israelites really reject God

A study of
Saul’s character in these early days: Iis hiding
himself among the baggage; his reticence and
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quiet determination to assume all responsibili-
ties when the time came....llow this lesson
shows the insufliciency of worldly wisdom,

Library References.

SAUL—Deane, Samucl and Saul (“Men of
the Lible™ sories). Bruce, First Three Kings
of Israel, Kent, History of the Hebrew People,
vol. i, page 123. Baring-Gould, Legends of I'a-
triarchs and Prophets, page 325, Dickinson,
Religious  Teaching by Eeample, page 104,
Geikie, Old Testament Portraits, page 173
Stanley, Jeiwish Church, vol. ii, ' Reve-
lation by Character, page 154, ieikie, Old
Testament  Characters, page 103, Stanley,
Seripture Portraits, page 52.

Mizy Stanley, Jewish Church, vol. iii,
pages 342, Robinson, Rescarches, vol, iii,
page 3 Smith, W., Greck and Roman Geog-
raphy. Stanley, Sinai and Palestine, page 222,
Smith, G. A., Historical Geography of the Holy
Land, pages 586G, 580, The Bible dictionaries.

GiBean.—Stanley, Jewish Church, vol. i,
page 333. Kittell, History of the Hebrews, In-
dex. Sayce, Patriarchal Palestine, page 232,
Robinson, Researches, vol, ii, page 114.  Biblio-
theea Nacra, 1844, page 5HOS. Stanley, Sinai
and Palestine, page 210, The Bible dictionaries.

SERMONS ON THE LESSON,

Verse 22—Banks, L. A., Great Sinners of
the Bible, page 257. Verse 24.—The Homiletic
Review, vol. xli, page 506G, Verse —Holmes,
J. ML, Sermons, page 131, Banks, L. A, Christ
Dream, page 102,

Blackboard.

“‘3’9 “THELORD

God is merciful to us even in our stubborn-
ness and folly. When we have set our hearts,
even in disobedience, upon a certain course he
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directs our choice in his own infinite wisdom,
that we may not bring ruin and contempt upon
ourselves. The Israelites wanted a king. They
were warned by Samuel of the inevitable conse-
quences, and reminded also of the will of God,
their heavenly king, but, desiring to imitate the
custom of heathen neighbors, they still per-
sisted in their demand. Then the Lord himself
chose from among their number a man with

-

LESSON IIl. Samuel's Farewell Address.
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every prospect of future success, limited only
by his loyalty to God and compliance with his
statutes,  Although accepting the divine ap-
pointment, they had betrayed a spirit of re-
bellion and ingratitude that proved the precur-
sor of national calamities, which loving obedi-
ence to their God would have averted,

l'ulm'iuy‘—lllll.\'trnlinn, cream, etc.; phrases,
white with blue and yellow with violet,
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GOLDEN TEXT. Only fear the Lord, and serve him in truth with all your heart,
1 Sam. 12, 24,

AUTHORIZED VERSION,

[Study also verses 1-12, Read 1 Sam. chapters
11,.18.
18am. 12. 18-25. [ Comumit tomemory verses 23-25;)
13 Now therefore behold the king whom ye
have chosen, and whom ve have desired! and,
bebold, the Lorp hath set a king over you.

14 If ye will fear the Logrp, and serve him,
and obey his voice, and not rebel against the
commandment of the Lorp, then shall both ye
and also the king that reigneth over you con-
tinue following the Lorp your God :

15 But if ye will not obey the voice of the
Lorp, but rebel against the commandment of
the Lorp, then shall the hand of the Lorp be
against you, as it was against your fathers,

16 Now therefore stand and see this great
thing, which the Lorp will do before your eyes,

17 Is it not wheat harvest today? T wil}
call unto the Lorp, and he 'shall send thunder
and rain: that ye may perceive and see that
your wickedness is great, which ve have d.nne
in the sight of the Lorp, in asking you -a king.

18 So Sam'u-el called unto the Lorn: and
the Lorp sent thunder and rain that day : "and
all the people greatly feared the Lorp and
Sam’u-el, *

19 And all the people said unto Sam'u-el,
Pray for thy servants unto the Lorp thy (iod,
that we die not : for we have added unto all our
sins this evil, to ask us a king.

20 And Sam’n-e] said unto the people, Fear
not: ye have done all this wickedness : vet turn
‘not aside from following the Lomp, but serve
the Lorp with al] Yyour heart;

21 And turn ye not aside: for then should ye
go_after vain things, which cannot profit nor
deliver ; for they are vain,

22 For the Lorp will not forsake his people

or his great name's sake: because it hath
pleased the Lorp to make you his people,

23 Moreover as for me, God forbid that T
chould sin against the Logb in ceasing to pray
for you: but I will teach you the good and the
right way:

REVISED VERsion.*

13 Now therefore behold the king whom ye
have chosen, and whom ye have asked for : and,
behold, Jehovah hath set a king over you.
14 If ye will fear Jehovah, and serve him, and
hearken unto his voice, and not rebel against
the commandment of Jehovah, and both ye and
also the king that reigneth over you be follow-
ers of Jehovah your God, well: 15 but if ye
will not hearken unto the voice of Jehovah, but
rebel against the commandment of Jehovah,
then shall the hand of Jehovah be against you,
as it was against your fathers, 16 Now there-
fore stand still and see this great thing, which
Jehovah will do before your eyes. 17 Is it not
wheat harvest to-day? I will call unto Jehovah,
that he may send thunder and rain; and ye
shall know and see that your wickedness is
great, which ye have done in the sight of Jeho-
vah, in asking you a king. 18 So Samue) called
unto Jehovah; and Jehovah sent thunder and
rain that day: and all the people greatly feared
Jehovah and Samuel,

19 And all the people said unto Samuel, Pray
for thy servants unto Jehovah thy God, that
we die not: for we have added unto all our sing
this evil, to ask us a king. 20 And Samuel said
unto the people, Fear not : ye have indeed done
all this evil; yet turn not aside from following
Jehovah, but serve Jehovah with all your heart :
21 and turn ye not aside: for then would ve go
after vain things which cannot profit nor deliv-
er, for they are vain, 22 For Jehovah will not
forsake his people for his great name's sake,
becanse it hath pleased Jehovah to make you a
people unto himself, 23 Moreover as for me,
far be it from me that I should sin against
Jehovah in ceasing to pray for you: but I will
instruct you in the good and the right way.
24 Only fear Jehovah, and serve him in truth

%the Revised Version, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelads
& Sons,
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24 Only fear the Lokp, and serve him in
truth with all your heart: for consider how
great things he hath done for you.

25 But if ye shall still wickedly, ye shall
be consumed, both ye and | ing.

Time.—Uncertain; according to Usher's
chronology about 1095 B. C. Place.—Gilgal
dn the Jordan valley.

Home Readings.
M. The upright judge. 1 Sam. 12, 1-12,
‘T'u. Samuel's farewell address. 1 Sam, 12, 13-25,
W. *“Good and evil,” Deut, 30. 10-20,
T'h. Joshua's exhortation, Josh. 24, 14-25,
F. Folly of disobedience. Psa. 81. 8-16.
8. Promises. Lev. 26, 1-13.
8. Fidelity in service. Acts 20, 17-27.

Lesson Hymans,

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 210
Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,
Pilgrim through this barren land ;
I am weak, but thou art mifhv. ;
Hold me with thy powerful hand.
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 224,
My faith looks up to thee,
Thou Lamb of Calvary,
Saviour divine ;
Now hear me while I pray.
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 219,
More love to thee, O Christ,
More love to thee ;
Hear thou the prayer I make
On bended knee.

Questions for Senior Schol

1. The Faithfulness of the Lord (v. 1-12).—
©Over whom had Saul won a victory? At what
place did Samuel “renew the kingdom™? What
contrast does he draw between himself and the
king in verse 27 What challenge does he make
in verse 3?7 What response did the people of
Israel make? In what books of the Bible may
‘we find “the righteous acts of Jehovah” which
Samuel reviews? What divinely accredited dJe-
liverers of the nation does Samuel first men-
tion? What was the besctting sin of Israel?
‘What four great deliverers among the judges
does Samuel mention? [In place of Bedan the
Septuagint and Syriac give Barak.] What is
implied in all this concerning God's faithful-
ness?

2. The Terms of the Lord (v. 13-19).—In
what sense had Israel chosen their king? In
‘what sense had Jehovah been judge over the
mation? What was to be the result of their

s reverent and obedient service? What was to be
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with all your heart; for consider how great
things he hath done for you. 25 But if ye shall
still do wickedly,. ye shall be consumed, both
ve and your king.

the result of their rebellion against God's com-
mands? Do similar results follow similar
causes to-day? If so, why are they not gen-
erally recognized? What sign of God's authority
did Samuel offer to give? What was the effect
on the people when the sign came? What did
they ask Samuel?

3. The Requirements of the Lord (v, 20-25).
—What three requirements of the Lord does
Samuel here specify? Why was it evil for Is-
rael to ask for a king? What “vain things
which cannot profit nor deliver” Lad Israel gone
after? What “vain things which cannot profit
nor deliver” are modern people tempted to go
after? What peculiar reason is given in verse
22 for Jehovah's tender mercy? Why is it a sin
not to pray for others? What is the duty of
those who know the good and the right way?
What reason have we as well as Israel for
serving Jehovah with all our hearts? What is
the inevitable result of continued wickedness?

: | Y Adiate Sehal
Q for

1. The Way of Life and the Way of Decath
(v. 13-15).—What occasion brought the Israel-
ites together? Who had chosen the king? What
requirements did Samuel make of the people?
What would come upon them if they failed in
duty to Jehovah? What events in their history
are referred to?

2. An Impressive Miracle (v, 16-19).—What
season of the year was it? What unusual event
happened? Why did the storm come? What
effect did it have upon the people?

8. The Mercies of the Lord Proclaimed (v.
20-25) —What assurance did Samuel give?
Against what sin did he warn the people? What
did he promise to do for them? Upon what con-
ditions was prosperity assured? What would
result if they should do wickedly?

Questions for Younger Scholars,

Who tried to make slaves of Israel? What
did Saul do? How did the people feel about it?
Where did Samuel call all Israel to meet? Why?
Was Saul among them? What offerings did
they make? Peace offerings. What was done
to Saul? How was a man made king? The
high priest anointed his head with oil. What
did Samuel then do? What did he say of Saul?
“The king walketh before you.” What of him-
self? “I am old and grayheaded.” What did he
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bid them do? What sign did he have from the
Lord? Was it in the time of rain? No. What
did the people do? Were they afraid? Yes,
What did Samuel say to them?

A Review in Six Questions,

1. What did Samuel in his farewell address
urge the people to do? 7T fear and serve the
Lord. 2. What did the Lord do in answer to
Samuel's prayer? He sent thunder and rain,
3. What was the effect of this upon the people ?
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They feared the Lord and Namuel, 4. What
did Samuel promise to do for the people? Ta
pray for them. 8. What did he promise to
teach them? The good and the right way.
6. What is our GoLpex Text? “Only fear,”
ete,

The Church Catechism,

88. What is regeneration? Regeneration is
that work of the Holy Spirit, wherein we are made
new creatures in Christ Jesus, being renewed in
the image and likeness of God.

THE LESSON OUTLINE,
The Wisdom of Otherworldliness.

L. THE UNTRUSTWORTHINESS OF WORLDLY
Ricnes.
Stand still, that I may reason with you be-
fore the Lord. v. 7.
They that will be rich fall into temptation
and a snare, 1 Tim. 6, 9,
Riches certainly make themselves wings:
they fly away as an eagle, Prov. 23. 5.
II. THE DECEITFULNESS OF WORLDLY PLEAS-
URES.

Ye dwelled safe; but if ye will not obey the
voice of the Lord, then shall the hand of
the Lord be against you. v. 11, 15.
will prove thee with mirth: therefore
enjoy pleasure: and, behold, this also is
vanity., FEecles, 2. 1,
gathered me silver and gold, T withheld
not my heart from any joy, and all was

-

—_

vanity and vexation of spirit,
2. 8, 10, 11.
III. THE INSUFFICIENCY OF WORLDLY Wispoa.
Ye sad unto me, Nay; but a king shall reign
over us: when the Lord your God was
your king. v, 12,

I gave my heart to know wisdom: I per-
ceived that this also is vexation of spirit.
Eccles, 1. 17.

Hath not God made foolish the wisdom of
this world? 1 Cor. 1. 20,

IV. Tue Wispom or OTHERWORLDLINESS,
The Lord will not forsake his people. v, 22.

He endured, as seeing Him who is invisible.
Heb, 11. 27,

God giveth to a man that is good in his
sight wisdom, and knowledge, and joy.
Eccles, 2. 26,

Eccles.

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

King 8aul seized his earliest opportunity, and splendidly justified God’s choice. His relief of Jabesh
was a great military exploit, and his magnanimity toward those who opposed him won all hearts. In the
hour of enthusiasm Samuel gathered the people together in Gilgal near Jericho, a place whose ancient asso-
ciations (Josh, 5. 2, 10) had made it sacred. There he formally installed Saul as king, probably by a second
anointing and by coronation. And now Samuel made his farewell address, By God’s permission he had
bowed to the popular will, and, against his own judgment, had “made a king.” In pathetic contrast with
the trinmphant vigor of the young king hesays, “ I am old and gray-headed.” “ My sons are with you,” he
adds, to be treated, if found guilty, as the king and the people deem proper. From childhood Samuel had
lived ““ a life of pitiless publicity; *” he now challenges the people, ““ before the Lord and before his anointed,"

to witness whether he had ever done any public or private wrong,

The popular answer was a conspicuous

vindication of S8amuel's moral character. He calls upon Jehovah and upon ‘““Jehovah's anointed ' to be
witnesses of the people's attestation of the ““ white flower of his hlameless life ;" and, having vindicated him-
self, he solemnly arraigns them for their unfaithfulness to Jehovah in spite of his wonderful loving-kindness
to them. 1t was Jehovah who had advanced Moses and Aaron, and brought the * fathers " out of Egypt ;
it was Jehovah who, when Israel rejected him, had left them in the power of Hazor, of the Philistines, and of
Moab ; it was Jehovah who had raised Gideon and Bedan (Barak ?) and Jephthah and Samuel to deliver

them out of the hand of enemies on every side.

Surely Jehovah's justice and merey merited their continued

confidence in their invisible king. But when they had apprehended invasion of their territory by Nahash
of Ammon they had forgotten Jehovah and demanded a king like those of the surrounding nations. At
this point in Samuel’s address our lesson hegins. He strives to impress upon the people that, although a
dangerous step has been taken, Jehovah must still be absolute monarch,

L e Rttt
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Verse 18. Now therefore behold the king
whom ye have chosen, and whom ye have de-
gired [“asked for"]. The Iebrew language
lends itself to puns, Here is an interesting play
on Saul's name, which means “Asked,” and in
verses 17 and 19 it is repeated. With a goodly
countenance and great stature, and in the great
glory of his triumph over Nahash, the king stood
before them as their own chosen one, their
hearts’ desire. With a second behold Samuel
calls attention to the other and higher source
from which the king derived his authority, e
was Jehovah's selection; Jehovah had set him
over them.

14, 15. If ye will fear the Lord [“Jeho-
vah"], and serve him, and obey [“hearken un-
to”] his voice, and not rebel. The second clause
of this verse has been slightly altered by the
translators so as to complete the verse gram-
matically, but without very clear sense. The
Revision, following the Iebrew more closely,
makes the second clause an expansion of the
first, dependent, like it, upon the If with which
the verse begins, and then, to complete the sense,
the Revision adds the word “well”  According
to Hebrew idioms the result of loyalty to Je-
hovah was left to the imagination of the hearers.
But if ye will not obey [“hearken unto™] the
voice of the Lord [“Jehovah™], but rebel. . .
then shall the hand of the Lord [“Jehovah™] be
against you, as it was against your fathers,
Not in enmity, nor in petulance, but because
Purity must always stand “against” moral
wrongdoing. These two verses contain in sub-
stance “the burden of all law and prophecy.”

16-19. The Revision inserts “still” after
stand. The question Is it not wheat harvest to-
day? means, “Is it not a day characteristic of
this time of the year?” s we might ask “Is it
not a wintry day?” he harvest in Palestine
was almost as preclusive of thunderstorms as
the Fourth of July with us would be of snow.
This holy man, “subject to like passions as we
are,” “prayed earnestly,” and the Lord [“Jeho-
vah"] sent thunder and rain that day. All this,
to impress deeply upon the hearts of the people
the sense of their great wickedness in asking
for @ king. Our pupils should be made to under-
stand that, of course, there was no wickedness
involved in any Iebrew patriot coming to the
conclusion that a monarchy was a form of gov-
ernment preferable to that under which he
lived, nor in such a man framing his prayers in
harmony with that conclusion, Neither Samuel
nor the elders held it to be morally wrong to
desire a king, provided only the supreme sover-
eignty of Jehovah was acknowledged and the
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king was regarded as Jehovah's vicegerent. But
the people of Israel had swept aside the ideas
of the theocracy ; they were tired of God's rule.
What they wanted was not a king under God,
but another king than God, a king like the na
tions round about, The immediate result of the
unseasonable thunder and rain was great awe
and terror on the part of the people. They
greatly feared the Lord [“Jehoval”] and Sam-
wel, As is often the case with sinners, terror
led to penitence, and the people asked Samuel
to pray for them.

20. Fear not. God's constant reassurance to
the penitent, Sin confessed and repented of
need cause no fear. There is yet hope if they
turn not aside from following the Lord [*
hovah"], but serve the Lord |“Jehovah"] with
all their heart,

21, The vain things, which cannot profit nor
deliver, were idols,

22, The great name's sake which was the
adequate rveason for Jehovah's refusal to for-
sake his people, in spite of their sins, is really
the consistency of God's character, It would
have been inconsistent with his holy attributes
to forsake them,

23. Modest as Samuel is, he now recognizes
the great personal hold he has on these people.
They need human as well as divine help, and no
man can now help them so well as he, Ile is
retiring from the public duties of judge, and as
prophet he may not be so conspicuous in the fu-
ture as in the past. But he exclaims, God for-
bid that [“Far be it from me that"] I should
sin against the Lord [“Jehovah”] in ceasing to
pray for you. Not only so, but, I will teach you
[*1 will instruet you in"] the good and the right
way. From the retirement in Ramah there shall
still be issued from time to time words of warn-
ing and encouragement as needed, This assur-
ance brought hope to all hearts,

24, 25. llere is a repetition, in language
slightly varied, of the solemn statements of
verses 14, 15, By a consideration of God's won-
derful providence in the past the people are
exhorted to serve Jehovah heartily and sincere-
1y, and the lesson closes with the solemn warn-
ing repeated, a warning that applies to both
ve and your king.

The lessons of this passage are very practical
and personally concern both teacher and scholar.

" They are morally fundamental—what Paul

would call the milk of the word, “The soul
that sinneth, it shall die:” but “There is mercy
with the Lord that he may be feared.” Let us
press these truths home to our own hearts and
to the hearts of our scholars,
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HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Our lesson to-day is taken from Samuel's
favewell address, which should be read in its
entirety and carvefully studied by every teacher
and scholar.  Samuel was now an old man,
ready to transfer the reins of government into
other hands, apparently without a murmur or
complaint.  This speech of Samuel has many
points of resemblance with Joshua's farewell
words to the tribes at Shechem, The period of
the judges closes and that of the monarchy is
about to open,

In spite of Israel's backsliding the nation is
not forsaken by Jehovah, but is led on to
greater achievements and victories, The address
is easily analyzed, Notwit standing the ingrati-
tude of the people and their rejection of Samuel,
he challenges them to adduce a sufficient reason
for the change about to he made, Indeed, his
conduct throughout the years has been above
reproach,

God had also been true to all his promises,
and nothing but shortsightedness and ingrati-
tude could account for the new order of govern-
ment, The nation's prosperity in the future
under a king, as in the past under the judges, is
conditioned upon their loyalty to Jehovah, The
fact that they have a visible king does in no way
release them from their obligations to Jehovah,
In case, however, they are faithful and loyal to
him and serve him with all their hearts they will
be prospered, but failure to obey him will be
followed by disaster and misery. Samuel con-
cludes by promising, though having given up
the office of judge, to continue to teach and
warn them.

The Lord hath set a king over you. There
is no real contradiction between this and the
statement in the first lesson of this month,
where we read that the children of Israel had
rejected Jehovah, (See Notes on that lesson.)
The editor of the books of Samuel, no doubt,
used several documents in compiling this his-
tory. In condensing the reports some passages
have been left dark and difficult to understand,
vet the difficulties and apparent contradictions
are far fewer than many of the critics make
out.” The three reports regarding the selection
of Saul as king are perfectly credible. He is
first anointed privately by Samuel (1 Sam.
10. 1), then elected by lot publicly at Mizpeh
(10, 17, f.), and finally, some time later, pro-
claimed king at Gilgal (11, 14, 15).

If ye will not . . . then shall the hand of
the Lord be against vou. Jehovah had con-
sented to the election of Saul. Even though
a people may be ungrateful, God does not for-

suke them utterly, but by his Spirit, word, and
faithful servants continues to warn and per-
suade, and manifests his fatherly interest. A
change of government excuses no one in Israel
or anywhere else from right living. Men’s duties
to God are the same under all systems of govern-
ment, be it monarchy or republic, be it Pro-
vincial or Imperial. The laws of God are
unchangeable ; we cannot violate them with-
out paying the penalty, Rebellion against God
will necessarily bring ruin in its train, now as
in the days of Samuel, Transgression of God's
law brings the hand of the Lord inevitably
against the transgressor.  No nation had this
truth impressed upon it more than ancient Is-
rael. Their entire history is replete with proofs
of this proposition. Defeat after defeat, from
Moses down to the wlonian captivity, was
attributed by the sacred writers to defection
from Jehovah and his huly law. Israel suffered
much from the nations avound them, but more
from their own wickedness. What they needed
was not so I"lll'll a 4"I:Ill’.{(‘ l)r Bovernment as a
change of heart. This is a lesson that nations
no less than individuals still need to learn. *“It
is often to remind even Christian
people of the great truth that no change of out-
ward circumstances ean ever bring with it a
relaxation of moral duty, or make that lawful
for us which, in its own nuture, is wrong.
Nothing of moral quality ean be right for us on
shipboard which is wrong for us on dry land.”—
Blaikie.  How many there are who think because
they do not belong to the church, or have not
made an open profession of religion, that they
are exempted from the law of God? Or how
many professing Christians, who seem to think
that our religious obligations are not the same
during summer vacation as at other times,
Right is right at all times and in all places; so
wrong is wrong everywhere and every day.

No Samuel called wnto the Lord, What a
grand old man Samuel was? Though rejected
by the people, he turns to the source of all com-
fort, and in the strength thereby gained he
warns the people and pours out his heart for
them before the Lord. No vengeance, no jeal-
ousy, no acrimony nor pique in his great soul.
It should encourage wenk humanity everywhere
to see that such a man as Samuel could live so
close to God, though beset with so many diffi-
culties.  Bless the Lord that such lofty souls
have been found and are still numerous in the
various callings of life. Some one has well said
that the following inseription on General Gor-
don’s tomb in 8t. Paul's Cathedl, London,

necessary
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might have been with equal justice the epitaph
of the judge and prophet Samuel: **Major Gen-
eral Gordon, who at all times, everywhere, gave
his strength to the weak, his substance to the
poor, his sympathy to the suffering, his heart
to God.” Samuel had a reputation as being
mighty in prayer. So much that his supplica-
tions on behalf of others are often mentioned in
holy writ (see 1 Sam. 7. H; 8 6; 15, 11;
Psa. 99, 6; Jer. 15, 1), “The prayers of a
righteous man availeth much.” Iow blessed
to be able, like Samuel, to challenge those who
know us best, to testify against us, if guilty of
having betrayed any trust reposed in us, or of
having failed to perform our duties in a right-
€ous manner,

Fear not, serve the Lord with all your heart.
Samuel having most faithfully portrayed the
disastrous ¢ 1 es of disobedience, and
having warned the people, now as a true
prophet of God turns around to comfort them,
The people have been made to realize fully their
precarious condition, not however before the
thunder and lightning had, as it were, most
terribly testified against them and had stamped
the truth of the prophet’s message. So in our
day, God has to frighten us quite often into
right living. The average human heart needs
the thunders of Sinai no less than the sunshine
of God's love, Only the few are permitted to be
carried to the skies on flowery beds of ease.
When the people fear, Samuel comforts and
tells them, “Fear not.” Yea, more, they are re-
quested to fear God and serve him with all their
heart. Whoever fears God and keeps his com-
mandments has no occasion to fear. Love cast-
eth out fear. Samuel, like all wise men, never
rebukes without pointing out a better way, a
way of escape from sin and its consequences,
After the cloud the sunshine, after flood the
rainbow, after the dreary darkness a glorious
vision of God's face, radiant with love and
grace, But let us not forget that repentance
and right doing must precede joy and peace
in the Holy Ghost. God cannot forsake the
penitent righteous any more than he can accept
the rebellious wicked.

The Lord will not forsake his people. This
is as true to-day as ever. But, alas! are there
not some in our midst to-day who used to have
sommunion with God, but whose love has grown
sold, and who have forsaken God. There is no
langer of God forsaking his people, but our
2are should ever be, “Take heed lest ye fall.”

For his great name's sake. God has a name,
a reputation. He is good to his people, power-
ful to vanquish every enemy, mighty to deliver

[July 19,

all his saints, He is true, is faithful, is just,
and gracious, Kven the heathen nations around
have heard of his almighty power and everlast-
ing love to the Israelites, To forsake them
now would be in a sense to dishonor himself.
Moses makes use of this same argument (Exod,
32, 12) ; so does Joshua (Josh, 7. 9). We meet
the same thought often in the Psalms and other
portions of the Seriptures (P'sa. 23. 3; 206, 11;
79. 0, and often),

Prismatic Lights on the Lesson.

SAMUEL'S FAREWELL ADDRESS.

Washington followed Samuel's example, and,
able as the address was, with far less point,
Notwithstanding the people’s rejection of God,
it shall be well if they henceforth obey (verse
14). He calls God to witness by giving thun-
der and rain in the dry season (verse 18). The
people see their sin (verse 19). Then the ex-
hortation to turn not aside from following the
Lord goes on (verses 20-22), The service is
to be with all the heart, and not to go after
vain things, or “nothings,” that is, idols,

No better farewell can be imagined. It re-
minds one of the promises and threatenings of
Christ’s farewell address,

Note well Samuel's sense of his duty to pray
for others, It is a sin against God to neglect
this (verse 23), It is a part of the Lord's
Prayer. Christ spent his last hours praying
for his disciples, and not for these alone, but
for us, all them who shall believe on him
through their word. Ie continues it now, He
ever lives above for me to intercede Paul fol-
lows his example and prays for the Ephesians
and us (Eph. 3. 14-19).

We are commanded to pray for all men, es-
pecially for rulers and even enemies. This is
what Samuel was left in the world for after he
was deposed from the judgeship, and what we
are left for after our salvation is secured.

Closing word: Fear the Lord; serve him in
truth: do it with love, or all the heart, and
consider how great things he hath done for
you (verse 24).

No one can doubt that God inspired Samuel
with such sentiments of love after he had been
so dishonored by the people. The word Christ,
and his spirit, were in the world long before
the Christ was born.

‘Thoughts for Young People.
ON VERSE 20,
It is the special and most perilous curse of
sin that it obscures, or blots out altogether, or
terribly distorts, the vision of God in our

&
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hearts; it gradually reduces us to that most
desolate of all conditions, “having no hope and
without God in the world.”

1. Those who need friends most are those
who have fallen most and are in the most sore
condition; but even if man despises and finds
no forgiveness for our faults, is there any hope
that He in whose sight the very heavens are
not clean—that he will pity us, and take us
to his breast, and suffer us to live in the glory
of his presence? Will he who is the Friend of
the innocent be a Friend of the guilty too? God
loathes our sins, but knowing that we are but
dust, he loves our souls. Ile sent his Son to
seek and save the lost, When that blessed Son
bad taken our nature upon him he lived with
the aged and the withered, the homeless and
the diseased, with the palsied and the demoniac,
with the ignorant and the blind,

2. Each new day s 1o you a new opportu-
nity. Return to God and use it rightly, letting
the time past of your life suffice you to have
walked in the bad ways of sin and shame, The
mistakes, the follies, the sins, the calamities, of
the past may, if you use them rightly, be the
pitying angels to guide you through the future,
If you put off the present time for repentance,
the convenient season may never come, As yet
the door stands open before you; very soon it
will be too late, and the door be shut.
[Farrar.]

3. Though the temporal punishment may re-
main, it yet may be no sign that the sin is
unforgiven. It is a difficulty in our way raised
by ourselves. God takes us back though we
are fallen. Let us serve him still, though the
vigor of the old days is gone,

4. What an argument with us ought God’s
long-suffering to he! What peace is in the
thought of forgiveness so large, so full, so free,
a8 God has promised! Not friends, nor repose,
nor confession, nor resolution avails anything
without the very presence of God; but each of
these things in him may work us weal, and he
in them can bring us absolution and perfect

peace. [Benson,)
Teaching Hints for Int diate Classes,
SURLOUNDINGS,
Time.  Shortly after the last lesson. (See

Time in Lesson I.)

Place. Gilgal, about five miles west of the
Jordan,

Ammonites, Let several read from their
Lives what they have written concerning the
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Ammonites. Impress the fact that Saul's vie-
tory increased his popularity.

APPROACH,

Bring to the class a copy of Napoleon’s
Farewell Address to the army, and let a mem-
ber of the class read it aloud. After comment-
ing upon it and allowing the pupils to express
their opinions concerning it tell them that we
are to study to-day about a similar address,

UNFOLDED TEXT,

Unless the teacher has the lesson story well
crystallized it will be very difficult to get and
to keep the attention of the pupils.  To help
in this direction the following is suggested :

ANIEL

1. Samuel's Statement. Have some one read
aloud and very slowly verses 13 and 15 inclu-
sive and verse 25 while the other pupils listen,
Then ask each one to print in a very few words
just what the verses mean. After several have
read what they have printed, and comments
have been made, have all print this:

STATE
PRAYER.
EXHORTATION.
PROMISE.

TENT.

OBEY | DISOBEY

GOD

AND

PROSPER | SUFFER.

2. Samuel's Prayer. Have verses 16-19 in-
clusive read aloud, then ask and discuss these
questions :

(1) For what did Samuel pray?

(2) Why did he ask for the miracle?

(3) How was his prayer answered ?

(4) What was the effect upon the people?

(5) What did they ask Samuel to do for
them?

3. Samuel's Exhortation. Have another pu-
pil read aloud verses 20, 21, 22, and 24, and
ask the pupils to print the three things that
Samuel exhorts the people to do. After they
have read their answers and they have been
commented upon have all correct what they
have printed so that it will appear thus:

(1) Fear not.

(2) Turn not aside.

(3) Serve the Lord.




4. Samuel's Promise. Ask the pupils to print
the name of the two things that Samuel prom-
ised to do for the children, as follows:

(1) P'ray for them.

(2) Teach them,

Note.—In most classes it will be most profit-
able to consider only the former part of the
above division. It is better to fasten well one
truth than to try to teach many things.

LESSON.

Have the Golden Text repeated by several.
Explain what is meant by the word “fear,” and
get the pupils to tell you what they understand
by “in truth” and “all your heart.” "Talk about
real heart service; illustrate, and then have all
print :

LORD, HELP ME TO RENDER

HEART SERVICE

FOR THEE.

STUDY IN ADVANCE.

Ask the pupils to read the narrative between
to-day’s text and that for next Sunday, and to
write in their Lives a short account of Saul's
firet disobedience, when he failed to wait for
Samuel to offer sacrifice.

Review words, “Heart service,"”

By Way of Illustration.

Verse 18. When God speaks through natural
forces, in earthquake or famine or flood, men
realize how helpless they are. In the recent
famine in India there were men who said for
the first time in their lives, “God is all-power-
ful. All things are from him; if he withholds
the rain, we die.” When there was a great
earthquake in London in the time of Wesley
men and women who before had felt all-suffi-
clent called out to a God whose power they were
glad to acknowledge, In times of trial God’s
people are brought to feel dependence. The
psalmist says, “In my prosperity T said, I shall
never be moved.” We need to learn that all
our springs are in Him,

Yerse 23. Intercessory Prayer. Samuel
speaks of a failure to pray for others as a sin
against the Lord,

When Henry VIII was king of England
William Tyndale wished to translate the Bible
into English so that the English people could
have God's word in their own tongue. The
king and Church refused to allow it. There
was not a spot in England where Tyn-
dale was safe to carry out his project, so
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he went to the Continent, Amid great difficul-
ties he made his translation. e sent it over
to Kngland and the authorities burned it. He
was betrayed, imprisoned, and at last burned to
death, Iis dying words were a prayer of in-
tercession: O Lord, open the eyes of the king
of England.” That prayer was answered. In
a little time Henry VIIL saw the Bible in a
new light. 1e even gave his royal sanction to
the translation. The English translation widch
is in our hands to-day proclaims that the prayer
of intercession prevails.

It is startling to turn to John's gospel and
see there the place occupied by Christ’s inter-
cessory prayer.

Stephen prayed for the group of people who
stood about him as he was being stoned to
death, and lo! out of that group comes a young
man, Paul, who gives his whole life to Christ.—
James K. McClure,

Verse 2}, Dependableness. **Surely the Cap-
tain may depend on me” may not be the best
thing to say before others, but rightly meant it
is a noble self-commitment. Dependable peo-
ple l—their price is above rubies, There are
Christians  who need neither prodding nor
watching: who can be told and then trusted,—
Maltbie D. Babeock.

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

There may be more people on earth now who
are spiritually wise than there were in the days
of Samuel, but I doubt if any one of them un-
derstands the mind of God more clearly than
did he. The blessed Spirit was his teacher, and
from a child he had been attentive to his teach-
ing. Tle was therefore wise in spiritual things,
as everyone may be whose habit of mind is to
say, “Speak, Lord, thy servant heareth.”

Samuel’s sons were not good men. There is
no sorrow equal to that in a father’s heart.
He probably learned something of the heart of
God toward his self-willed, disobedient children
through his experience with his own boys. How
often he had reasoned with them as he reasoned
now with the people! Tlow often he had re-
minded them of the goodness of God, all he had
given them and done for them! How grieved
he had been when they were set upon their own
way, and yet how anxious he always was to do
the best he could for them when they were so
blind to their own interests! How plainly he
had seen that they must choose for themselves,
and that he could only warn and advise them
and never cease to pray for them! And how
well he knew that any moment they would give
up their wrongdoing he would forgive and for-

July

get all
from |
quiet,’
reason
Jacob
and lo
trouble
them,
trouble
sinned
all thei
givenes
who kn
for you
But bec
he says
and if
commar
When, 1
words
we hav
Lord w
name's
grateful
turn fr
where e
sincere
you. B
he cann
your sin
give the
words of
ared you
Let us
with us
done for
might i
tects us,
many th:
never wi
we refus
to be the
life? H
and servi
cannot p

An ou
20, 24;
3. The D
ing the T
the Lord
Prophet ¢
ple feare
thunder 4
swer to §




ys

n
1l
h-

July 19.]

get all!  And so this Spirit-taught man read
from his own human love the divine love, “Be
quiet,” he said to the people, “that I may
reason with you before the Lord. Ever since
Jacob came into Egypt God showed his care
and love for your fathers, When they we
trouble he sent Moses and Aaron to deliver
them.  When they forgot God and fell into
trouble again, as soon as they said, ‘We have
sinned and we are sorry,” he saved them from
all their enemies. It is a story of love and for-
giveness and guidance all the way. DBut you
who know all this, and know what he has done
for you, grieve him by choosing another king.
But because he will do the best possible for you
e says, ‘You may try having your own way,
and if only you will not utterly forsake my
commandments I will still he your friend.””
When, under the conviction of Samuel’s earnest
words the people eried out, “I'ray for us, for
we have sinned,” he said, “Fear not, for the
Lord will not forsake his people for his great
name's sake.  You have been wicked and un-
grateful, but do not doubt God’s love. Do not
turn from him in the vain hope of help any-
where else, Fear the Lord; serve him with a
sincere heart: consider what he has done for
you. But know that even while he loves you
he cannot save you from the consequences of
your sin if you persist in it.” Did not Samuel
give the Gospel message? Ilis words recall the
words of Jesus: “How oft would I have gath-
ered you but ye would not !" )

Let us be still while the Ioly Spirit reasons
with us before the Lord. Think what he has
done for us; he gave his Son to die that we
might live, He loves us, cares for us, pro-
tects us, saves us from evils that we see and
many that we do not see, Faithful and true,
never will he leave us or forsake us. How can
we refuse to have this good and loving God
to be the King of our heart, the Ruler of our
life? How can we turn aside from following
and serving him, going after vain things which
cannot profit nor deliver?

The Teachers’ Meeting.

An outline: 1. The Merciful Lord, verses
20, 24; 2. The Faithful Lord, verse 22;
3. The Destroying Lord, verse 3 4. Follow-
ing the Lord, verses 20, 21, 24; 5. Forsaking
the Lord, verses 21, 25 6. The Faithful
Prophet of the Lord, verse 23, .. .Why the peo-
ple feared: 1. Because of the unseasonable
thunder and rain which the Lord sent in an-
swer to Samuel’s prayer. 2, Because of Sam-
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uel's plain statement of their guilt, of which
the thunder and rain were a divine indorse-
ment. 3. Because of the summary of God's
dealings with them which Samuel had just
given (verses G-13)., 4. Because of the blume-
less character which they acknowledged Samuel
had presented (verses 1-5). A godly life always
excites fear in the heart of the ungodly..,,
Why the people should not fear: 1, Because
God tells them not to, and God has given this
injunction perhaps oftener than any other. 2.
Because there is bright hope for them if they
will not turn aside from the Lord. 3. Because
if they serve him with all their heart they will
serve him with love, and perfect love casteth
out all fear.

FEAPSERYE By
(2
YOUR "Ry

CONJSIDER HOW GREAT
TRINGS HE HATA DONE
—FOR Yov—

WITH

Al L

The parting words of the aged prophet manij-
fest his unalterable loyalty to God, and his
lasting love for those whom, he said, it had
pleased the Lord to make his people. He saw
Israel  embarked upon their new  self-chosen
regime, and desired only that they should not
forget or displease the One whose hand had led
and prospered them in the past.  His threefold
injunction constitutes a sublime formula for
Christian living, requiring neither addition nor
definition. To fear, serve, and obey with all the
heart was to love perfectly, and in so loving to
keep the first great and comprehensive com-
mandment of the law. O that we too, consid-
ering how great things he hath done for us,
might be impelled to such devotion of heart and
life.

Coloring.—THeart, pink: “AlL" white; words,
cream and blue; lower text, orange.

Library References.

FAREWELL ADDRESSES.—Compare  farewell
addresses of Moses, of Paul, of Our Lord; in




!
|
|
1
|
|
1
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.locular history, of Wellington, of Napoleon,

and others,

GireaL.—Stanley, Jewish Church, vol. i, page
285; Ewald, History of Israel, Index. Kittell,
History of the Hebrews, Index. Robinson, Re-
scarches, vol. ii, page 287. Bibliotheca Sacra,
1843, page 492, Smith, Historical Geography,
pages 276, 352, 494. Bible dictionaries.

FipeLity.—Alcott, Young Man's Guide, page

59. Thornwell, Discourses on Truth, page 183.
Suddard, The British Pulpit, vol. i, page 256,

LESSON IV. Saul Rejected as King.
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Beecher, H. W., Summer in the Soul, page 252.
Beecher, H. W., Sermons, vol. v, page 323.
Crabb, English Synonyms.

SERMONS ON THE LESSON.

Verse 13.—7The Homiletic Review, vol. xxix,
page 426. Verse 17.—Spurgeon, C. H., Ser-
mons, vol. ii, page 232, Verse 20,—Farrar, F.
W., The Fall of Man, page 284. Benson, E.
W., Boy Life. page 227. Verse 23.—The
Treasury, vol. vii, page 302. Verse 24.—Wat-
kinson, Noonday Addresses, page 153.
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GOLDEN TEXT. To obey is better than sacrifice. 1 Sam. 15. 22,

AUTHORIZED VERSION,

[Study also verses 10-12, 24-31. Read 1 Sam.
chapters 13-15.]
1 8am. 15. 18-28. [ Commit to memory verses 20-22.

13 And Sam’u-el came to Saul: and Saul said
unto him, Blessed be thou of the Lorp: I have
performed the commandment of the Lorb.

14 And Sam’u-el said, What meaneth then
this bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the
lowing of the oxen which I hear?

15 And Saul said, They have brought them
from the Am’a-lek-ites: for the people spared
the best of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacri-
fice unto the Lorp thy God; and the rest we
have utterly destroyed.

16 Then Sam'u-el said unto Saul, Stay, and
I will tell thee what the Lorp hath said to me
this night. And he said unto him, Say on.

17 And Sam’u-el said, When thou wast little
in thine own sight, wast thou not made the head
of the tribes of Is’ra-el, and the Lorp anointed
thee king over Is'ra-el?

18 And the Lorp sent thee on a journey, and
said, Go and utterly destroy the sinners the
Am'a-lek-ites, and fight against them until they
be consumed.

19 Wherefore then didst thou not obey the
voice of the Lorp, but didst fly upon the spoil,
and didst evil in the sight of the Lorn?

20 And Saul said unto Sam’u-el, Yea, I have
obeyed the voice of the Lorp, and have gone
the way which the Lorp sent me, and have
brought A’gag the king of Am'a-lek, and have
utterly destroyed the Am’'a:lek-ites,

21 But the people took of the spoil, sheep and
oxen, the chief of the things which should have
been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice unto the
Lorp thy God in Gil'gal.

22 And Sam'u-el said, Hath the Lorp as great

delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in
obeying the voice of the Lorn? Behold, to obey

" 4s better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the

fat of rams.

REVISED VERSION.*

13 And Samuel came to Saul: and Saul said un-
to him, Blessed be thou of Jehovah: I have per-
formed the commandment of Jehovah. 14 And
Samuel said, What meaneth then this bleating
of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of
the oxen which I hear? 15 And Saul said,
They have brought them from the Amalekites :
for the people spared the best of the sheep and
of the oxen, to sacrifice unto Jehovah thy God :
and the rest we have utterly destroyed. 16
Then Samuel said unto Saul, Stay, and I will
tell thee what Jehovah hath said to me this
night. And he said unto him, Say on.

17 And Samuel said, Though thou wast little
in . thine own sight, wast thou not made the
head of the tribes of Israel? And Jehovah
anointed thee king over Israel; 18 and Jeho-
vah sent thee on a journey, and said, Go, and
utterly destroy the sinners the Amalekites, and
fight against them until they be consumed. 19
Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice of
Jehovah, but didst fly upon the spoil, and didst
that which was evil in the sight of Jehovan?
20 And Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, I have
obeyed the voice of Jehovah, and have gone the
way which Jehovah sent me, and have brought
Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly de-
stroyed the Amalekites, 21 But the people took
of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief of the
devoted things, to sacrifice unto Jehovah thy
rod in Gilgal. 22 And Samuel said, Hath Je-
hovah as great delight in burnt offerings and
sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of Jehovah?
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to
hearken than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion

* The Revised Version, copyright 1001, by Thomas Nelson
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2- 23 For rebellion is as the sin of witcheraft,

3. and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry,
Because thou hast rejected the word of the
Lorp, he hath also rejected thee from being
king,

X, Time.—Uncertain ; according to Usher's

e chronology about 1079 B. C. Place.—Gilgal

" in the Jordan valley.

.

C Home Readings.

t- A, Samuel’s command. 1 Sam, 15. 1-12,
T'u. Saul Rejected as King. 1 Sam. 15. 13-23.
W. Saul's bitterness, 1 Sam. 15, 24-31,
Th. Previous disobedience. 1 Sam. 13. 5-14.
F. Amalek condemned. Exod. 17, 816,

4 N.  Acceptable service, Prov, 21, 18,
S. Better than sacrifice. Mic. 6, 1-8.

Lesson Hymas,

New Canalian Hymnal, No, 214,

!' Oh, hear my ery, be grncioul now tome!

= Come, Great Deliverer, come !

d My soul, bowed down, is longing now for thee,

g Come, Great Deliverer, come !

;f New Canadian Hymnal, No. 217,

What a Friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear !
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer !
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 222,
Gently, Lord, oh, gently lead us
» Through this lonely vale of tears;
Through the changes thou’st decreed us,
e Till our last great change appears.

h Questions for Senior Schol

& 1. Rebellion (v. 13-19).—Was Saul’s reign
warlike or peaceful? What was the secular ef-
fect of his reign? For what had he been
anointed of the Lord? What was his first re-
f corded act of disobedience? What rash vow did
t he make? What was the essence of his present
sin? Had Jehovah before this threatened to
e destroy the Amalekite? Can God change his
e mind? What is meant by his “repentance” ?
t Where was this Carmel? On what ground had
Samuel still voice in public affairs? What

was the essence of Saul's sin? What effect had
e his disobedience on the character of the entire
3 war? How did this physically brave man show
5 moral cowardice?
'1 2. Stubbornness (v, 20, 21).—Why did not
? Saul confess his wrongdoing? Who was re-
y sponsible for the beople’s disobedience? Who
1 had made Saul king? For what purpose?
. Would such sacrifice as the people were about

to make be acceptable to Jehovah?
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is as the sin of witcheraft, and stubbornness
is as idolatry and teraphim. Because thou hast
rejected the word of Jehovah, he hath also re-
Jjected thee from being king.

3. Rejection (v, 2
test of love and loyalty?
define worship of God?
sacrifice?

~—What is the true
How does our Lord
What is better than

" 1 didte St
Qu for Int

1. Saul's Disobedience (v.
Samuel go to Saul? What claim did Saul
make? What question did Samuel ask? What
message had Samuel for Saul? What had Saul
been charged to do? In what respect had he
failed?

2. Saul's Ezcuse (v. 20, 21).—What did
Saul say he had done? Who had been brought
as a captive? How did he explain the saving
of cattle?

3. What God Requires (v. 22, 23).—What
is always pleasing to God? Why is sacrifice
pleasing to him at any time? What two sins
are mentioned as especially offensive? How did
the sin of Saul seem in comparison with those
sins?  Why was Saul rejected from the
kingdom ?

Questions for Younger Scholars,

What was Saul at first? What did he grow
to be? What is our own wisdom often? Fogl-
ishness. What was Saul in battle? Were his
people proud of this? Ves, Why was it wrong
for him to offer sacrifices? Only the priests
had a right to do it. Was it also wrong to
take the flocks of the enemy? Yes. How did
Samuel talk to Saul? What noble thing did he
say? GOLDEN TEXT. What terrible sentence
was passed on Saul? Wha: did Saul say?
What did he want Samuel to do? Was Samuel
ready to do it? Not at first. What did he see
in the heart of Saul? A will that was not fized

to serve God wholly. Do you know any hearts
like Saul's?

A Review in Five Questions,

1. Whither did Jehovah send Saul? To do-
stroy the Amalekites, 2, How did Saul dis-
obey? He saved the best of the spoil. 8. What
excuse did Saul make for this act? That they
were for a sacrifice. 4. What lesson did Sam-
uel then teach him? GOLDEN TEXT: “7, obey,”
ete. 5. What judgment was then pronounced
against him? “Because thou hast rejected the
word of the Lord, he hath also rejected thee

13-19) . —Why qdid

from being king.”
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The Church Catechism.

84, How are b lievers assured of their sonship?
Rglievern are assured of their sonship by the
witness of the Spirit, direct and indirect.

1John 3. 24,  And he that keepeth his com-

[July 26.

mandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And
hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the
Spirit which he hath given us.

Romans 8, 16. The Spirit itself beareth wit-
ness with our spirit, that we are the children of God.

THE LESSON OUTLINE,
Sin and Obedience.

I. THE SINFULNESS OF SIN,
Evil in the sight of the Lord. v. 19,
He that committeth sin is of the devil.
1 John 3. 8
Sin becomes exceeding sinful. Rom. 7. 13,
I1. Tue DECEITFULNESS OF SIN.
Yea, I have obeyed the voice of the Lord.
v. 20.
Be s your sin will find you out. Num.
32 23.
Sin, taking oceasion by the commandment,
deceived me, and by it slew me, Rom.
9.8
O foolish people and unwise, is not e thy
father that hath bought thee? Deut.

32, 6,

111, Tue CONSEQUENCES OF SIN,
Because thou hast rejected the word of the
Lord, he hath rejected thee, v, 23,
The wages of sin is death. Ttom. 6.
e that sinneth against me wrongeth his
own soul. Prov. ¥, 36,
IV. Tue Gist o VIRTUE.
To obey is better than sacrifice. GOLDEN
TexT,
To love him with all the heart is more
than all whole burnt offerings and sacri-
fices. Mark 12, 33.
What doth the Lord require of thee, but
to do justly, and to love mercy, and to
walk humbly with thy God. Mic, 6, 8,

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

With the end of Samuel's farewell address began the reign of Saul. Most of twenty years must he
counted as the interval of history between the last lesson and this—years full of the trials which came to
Saul as king in a time when enemies were upon every hand, and full of temptations which finally caused
hisruin. To attempt to detail the story would take more than our spaee. At last Saul committed one
overt act of disobedience to God, and Samuel in his extreme old age was sent forth to meet him as he came
from Carmel to Gilgal. There occurred the scene which our lesson records. In verse 11 God says, *“ It re-
penteth [grieves] me that I have set up Saul to be king.” This does not teach that God is subject, like
men, to changes of mood or opinion, though, of course, God’s conduct toward men, being conditional, must
change. Verse 20should be read carefully. All divine emotions are grounded in immutable righteousness.
“The emotion of indignation or grief or pity is as godlike as the emotion of love,” Much as Samuel had
disapproved of Saul’s eourse, he could not bear to have him and his dynasty rejected, * and he cried unto
the Lord all night.”” In this lesson we have a portraiture of fidelity of the highest type, which weeps for
its friend, yet obeys God. llere is infidelity equally pronounced—disobeying God and striving to deceive

its friend.

Verse 13. Blessed be thou of the Lord
[*“Jehovah”]. A friendly salutation frequently
used (Gen. 14, 19; 24. 31; Ruth 3. 10; 2 Sam,
2. 5). Saul “betrays his uneasiness at seeing
the prophet thus seeking him out,” and would
conciliate him with kindly speeches. I have
performed the commandment of the Lord
[“Jehovah™]. 1In truth he had utterly neglected

the commandment of the Lord, except in attack-
ing Amalek. stroyed [Margin, “devoted”]. In so far as the

14. What meaneth then this bleating of the people had obeyed God Saul unites himself with
sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oren  them. His excuse was thoroughly hypoeritieal
which I hear? They could mean nothing but  (though perhaps not consciously so); for the
Saul's disobedience. “devoted” thing could not be offered in sacrifice

15. They have brought them from the Ama- to the Lord, because it was his already. But
lekites. Like Adam in Eden and Aaron at Sinai, all the possessions of the Amalekites had been

he tries to shift the blame to others, forgetiul
that “a king who heeded th2 voice of his army
in such a matter showed that he was not their
leader, but their tool and their slave.” But
Saul had an argument ready to justify the peo-
ple also. They had spared the best of the sheep
and of the oren, for no selfish purpose, but to
sacrifice unto the Lord [“Jehovah™] thy Ged.
and the rest, Saul adds, we have utterly de-
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devoted. Read verse 3 of this chapter, 'The
worst vice possible to a religious mwan lies in
“making the service of God an excuse for acts
of selfishness,”  But it may have been Saul's
intention to follow up his splendid victory by a
splendid - sacrificial service to Jehovah  (all
planned in a thoroughly pagan spirit), for
throughout his public career he showed punctil-
jousness in the externals of religion,  (See
1 Sam. 13, 12; 14, 18, 34, 35, 44; 15, 31.)

16. Ntay, and I will tell thee what the I,urql‘
[“Jehovah™) hath said to me thiy night. Saul's
excuses cannot hide the facts from God,

17. When [*though”) thou wast little in
thine own sight, wast thou not made the head
of the tribes of Isracl? The Margin, which
gives the present tense, is better. The allusion
is to Saul's own modest words, 1 Sam. 9, 21,
The Lord [“Jehovah”| ancinted thee king over
Israel.  Saul's exaltation, then, was due to Je-
hovah, who was himself the invisible king of
Israel, and whose vicegerent Saul was chosen
to be,

18. The Lord [“Jehovah™] sent thee on a
journey. See verses 1, 2., Utterly destroy the
sinners the Amalckites, Sin, then, was the
reason for the fate of this tribe, “Verse 2
shows that a prominent element in this sin was
their savage opposition to Israel, and it seems
probable that there is more in that than we
have the means of knowing.”  We have only
glimpses of the bestiality of the life of the early
inhabitants of Palestine, but enough has come
down to us to Justify the conviction that they
were beyond redemption physically as well as
morally, and that the world's welfare demanded
their extirpation.

19. Wherefore then didst thou not obey the
voice of the Lord [“Jehovah™]. Partial obedi-
ence is disobedience, Fly upon the spoil. Sam-
uel’s vision is clear and his words are well
chosen, ITe declares, what Saul well knows,
that the war had neen turned to selfish ends.
Instead of holy zeal for the Lord's eause had
come greed for other people’s possessions,

20, 21. Yea, I harve obeyed the voice of the
Lord [“Jehovah”], Saul's powers of resist-
ance were majestic, but used for evil ends. He
specified: 1, He had listened to divine direc-
tion: 2. had followed it: 3. had brought home
in triumph the captured king of Amalek; and

HOMILETICAL AND

The people spareq. Here we have the same ol
refrain, the same old story: “The woman thou
gavest me.” How natural, how cowardly to
shift the blame? The people, not I. What
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4. bad destroyed the nation, For the only

divergence from the Lord’s command the people

only were to blame, in taking of the chicf of
the [“devoted”) things which should have been
utterly destroyed for purposes of sacrifice,

22, 23. To such an inane argument Samuel]
can listen no longer. He bursts into a strain
of lofty rhythmica) eloquence, one of the most
noble of all the prophetic strains, at once poetie,
oratoric, and axiomatically true, “His words
were taken up by his successors, and the closely
allied passage (Hos, G, G) was prominent in tihe
teaching of Jesus, Matt, 9, 13; 12. 7. The en-
lightened seribe (Mark ) applied these
words and won our Lord's approbation.” They
are the gist of all prophetic teaching—that in-
ward and spiritual grace is needed to make the
outward and visible sign effective,  (Compare
Isa. 1. 11-15; Jer. 6. 20: Amos 0. 21245 Mie,
6. 6-8; Psa. 40, 6-8 16, 17.)  For the
Lord the American Revision substitutes *Jeho-
vah."  The Mosic law condemned to death
the dealer in witcheraft (Exod. 22, 18; Lev.
19, 26, 31; Deut. 18. 10), but the practice of
divination and necromancy was widespread,
and to suppress them Saul had addressed him-
self with characteristic energy (1 Sam, 28, 3),
Now, after having preached to others, he had
himself become a castaway “Deliberate oppo-
sition to God's will is as truly apostasy from
him as is dependence on evil spirits.”  Instead
of iniquity and idolatry the American Revision
reads “idolatry and teraphim.”  Teraphim
were the household images of the Israelites,
relics of ancient Chaldegn idolatry used from a
distant and dim ancestry even by those who
worshiped Jehoval, Perhaps they were fetiches
or charms rather than gods: they were made
in human form, Ntubbornness, obstinate resist-
ance, Samuel declares to be essentially idolatry,
“the elevation of self-will into a god.” Because
Saul had rejected Jehovah’s word he is now
rejected from being king, (See 1 Sam. 13, 18,
14.)

All of this prophetie utterance must soon have
come to the knowledge of the people, who would
thereupon expect a change of dynasty after
Saul’s death: but not one word is recorded
from Samuel that would justify Saul's depo-
sition, David scrupulously avoided any attack
on “the anointed of tne Lord,”

PRACTICAL NOTES.
hypocrisy?  What did an autocrat like Saul

care for the wishes of the people? The subjects
of an oriental monarch do very little that is
contrary to his will. A man like Saul, who was.




cruel enough to threaten the life of his own
faithful Jonathan, would pay but little atten-
tion to the clamors of his soldiers. As a matter
of fact, Saul usually ruled with a rod of iron.
(See 1 Sam, 14, 24, 34, 40.) How much does
this language of Saul sound like that of many
modern politicians?

They have spared . . , to sacrifice unto the
Lord thy God. 'This is plausible language, yet
insincere. It is dangerously easy to fall into
such habits of thinking and speaking. The most
dangerous man in any institution or community
is he who, while seeking his own selfish pur-
poses, vet is trying to persuade himself and
others that he is doing it all for the glory of
God. No sacrifice can be pleasing to God which
involves the breaking of the moral law or which
is contrary to the letter or spirit of the Sermon
on the Mount, To disobey is bad, but to pre-
tend that we do so in order to please God is
devilish. The command was to destroy the cat-
tle, not to save even the hest of them for sacri-
fice. The hypocrisy of Saul becomes still more
apparent when we remember that though the
animals were sacrificed to Jehovah most of the
meat would be eaten by the people, for the sac-
rifices offered would be, in the very nature of
things, peace or thank offerings. For the law
regarding these, see Exod. 29. 20-28 and Lev.
7. 11-21. The fact that you or I should give a
tenth of all we make to the Lord will not
Jjustify us in oppressing our neighbor or in
taking undue advantage of our competitors in
business. The endowing of a library, a chair
in some college or university, or the building of
a church will not condone the sin of oppressing
the laboring man or of crushing our less fortu-
nate competitors.

Then again, Saul knew very well that what-
ever had been put under the ban of extermina-
tion belonged, according to the law, uncondi-
tionally to Jehovah (Lev. 27. 29: Deut. 13.
16). What was already Jehovah's could not
be taken by Saul or anyone else, What has
been given once to the Lord is his and cannot
be given the second time, It is an awful thing
to try to cover up our greed and meanness un-
der the cloak of religion. Growth in grace has
no greater enemy than hypocrisy.

Go and utterly destroy the sinners, the Ama-
lekites. The Amalekites were probably a roving,
wandering tribe, very fierce in their nature, an
old and bitter enemy of Israel whom they at-
tacked at Rephidim (Exod. 17. 8, f.), in the
Negeb (Num. 14. 45), and elsewhere (Judg.
7. 12). They never los' an opportunity to in-
jure Israel. Even Moses had commanded their
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extermination. Samuel simply repeats the com-
mand of Moses. For us, under the Christian
dispensation, it is difficult to understand a com-
mand apparently so cruel. This is a subject we
would fain pass over in silence were it not that it
meets us time and again in the Old Testament.
We are often asked by unbelievers if God can
issue such commands, or if we can conceive of
Jehovah as being a party to such a relentless
course? Our first answer to all such is that we
must consider the case not from the glorious
heights of Christian civilization in the twentieth
century of our era, but rather from the wider
standpoint of the age of Moses and Samuel
when the religious world was nearer its in-
fancy. All those who believe in God at all, be-
lieve that he is the Lord of nature and of na-
ture’s laws. But are the laws of nature any
less harsh or relentless than the laws of God
as revealed in the Bible? Nature speaks in
thundering tones: *“The soul that sinneth, it
shall die.” If I violate a natural law, who will
blame nature for the consequent suffering Nay,
more, who does not know that in the complex
nature of things, though we cannot explain it
or see its justice, the innocent constantly suf-
fers. Nature, no less than revelation, teaches
most clearly that the sins of the fathers are
visited upon the children to the third and
fourth generation. What means the vast army
of innocent little sufferers in the slums of our
cities and elsewhere who have entailed so loath-
some a heritage? TUntold millions of sufferers
to-day pay the penalty, imposed by nature, for
the sins of others. Why should an innocent
babe have all the germs of a transmitted dis-
ease? Would it not be preferable to die the
death of an Amalekite child at the hand of an
angry Hebrew soldier in the days of Samuel
than to exist as many children do now? An-
swer these questions if you can; "till then do
not criticize too severely the reputed doings
of God in gray antiquity. Sin is sin. Now, as
in Samuel’s days, its wages is death. This ap-
plies no less to nations than to individuals, T!:
Amalekites, we may well conclude, were steeped
in sin, in the last stages of degemeracy, “a
festering mass of putridity,” a source of corrup-
tion to all around them, no longer fit to live.
What could God do with them? Indeed, what
can he do with a person who utterly disregards
his voice and warnings? God is just no less
than merciful. He is too wise to err, and too
full of love to punish unnecessarily. Let us
therefore not cry, Peace, peace, where there is
no peace, or impugn God’s goodness at the ex-
pense of his righteousness. W, 8. Bruce, speak-
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ing of God’s treatment of the Canaanites, says:
“Jehovah was loathe to remove these offenders
from the earth, and gave them ample time for
repentance. . ., Such a value does he set on
righteousness and holiness, that he will main-
tain them at any cost, And when evil has
reached its climax he will prove himself severe
and relentless in his swift destruction of it,
sweeping  away effote and corrupt tribes to
make way for purer and stronger races, The
God of the Old Testnment is the God of to-
day, who by the milder methods of ¢j
is sterminating races
hope of national red
To obey is better then sacrifice. This doe-
trive is the burden of prophetic utterances to a
formal Charch, Ouotward form and ce
are necessar without them solid progres
impossible.  Ceremonies alone, without purity
of heart, powerless. Whoover will obey God
will not be deficient in sacrifice,  Perfect sub-
mission to God will always be accompanied
with sacrifice, abundant and continuous, Sac-
rifice in matters of religion is always important
and necessary, Whoever does not sacrifice any-
thing at all for the sake of God and his fellow-
men has not reached a high degree of perfection,
He hath also rejected thee, This is an awful
‘entence.  God cannot accept the selfish service
of an insincere heart, God, however, rejects
us only after we have rejected him. We love
lim because he first loved us, - So, also, he re-
jects us because we first rejected him. Saul
cannot rule over Israel, because he will not
allow Jehovah to rule over him. So, to-day, we
cannot help God redeem mankind if we do not
allow him to redeem us, Disobedience on our
part necessarily results in our rejection by God,
The question is a simple one: Is Saul or Jeho-
vah to rule? If Jelhovah, Saul must obey. So
in our life, The question resolves itself to this:
Am I willing to submit my will to the will of
God? “There are just two alternatives for thee,
O sinner, who are not making God's will the
rule of thy life, Repent, believe, and be for-
given; continue to sin, disobey, and be lost for-
ever."—Blaikie,

zation
that have fallen below
ition,”

Saul's downward course was gradual. It was
not one disobedient act, but a series of trans-
gressions. It wag insubordination to the King
of kings. It was his pride, his selfishness. e
80 indulged himself as to become impervious to
all good influences, Tt is an awful thing to
form the habit of trifling with any sin. Woe
be to the man that knows not how to obey God.
The poet has well said:

“We are not worse at once. The course of evil
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Begins so slowly, and from such slight source,

An infant's hand might stem its breach with
clay,

But let the stream get deeper, and philos-
ophy—

Ay, and religion too—shall strive in vain

To turn the headlong current,”

Prismatic Lights on the Lesson.
SAUL UN-KINGED,

“ifteen years have passed since the good be-
ginning of Saul's reign, Samuel yet lives, Saul
is commanded of God to utterly destroy certain
people and their Dossessions, e disobeyed ;
played the hypocrite and deliberately lied (verse
13).  Therefore he was rejected from being
king (verse 23).

It is evident that to a large extent Saul was
endowed with the same power Samuel had en-
joyed, namely, immediate inspiration from God
to fit him for his office, This be had obeyed on
several occasions, to the great advantage of the
kingdom, Saul was among the prophets, not
only before his public recognition but after,

It would seem that a man who had been so
honored and exalted would be true to the (od
who lifted him up.  Doubtless he meant to be,
But he began with little sins and making ex-
cuses for them, Nothing so blunts the con-
science as to make it approve what it should
cond mn, [Ie made the mistake of putting his
own judgment of what Was necessary against
positive commands, Man's judgment is made
up from observation within a narrow horizon ;
God's from infinity. Obedience, ever so little,
is better than sacr e, ever so much.

Under the stern rebuke of Samuel and the
threatened punishment Saul made a sham re-
pentance (verse 25), e wanted honor before
the elders rather than before God (verse 30),

How much better for Tsrael to have had Sam-
uel for judge than Saul for king!

Though Saul was rejected, his removal from
kingship did not come at once—perhaps for fif-
teen years. Rut the dark shadow of fatal Gil-
boa was in the last word of the previous lesson ;
“Ye shall be consumed in battle, both you and
your king.”

Thoughts for Young People.
OBEDIENCE,

1. All obedience belongs primarily to God,
The one Fountain of all good must be the
single center of all service, Thus far obedience
is an instinct, The creature owes it to its
Creator, the preserved to the Preserver, the
family to the one great Parent of us all,
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2. The question is not whether we will obey
God. God is far too strong and absolute a God
for that. Every creature which he has ever made
shall and will obey him. The question is only
how we obey, and when. Shall it be a violent
compulsion, or a voluntary act of filial devo-
tion? The true motive, the essence, of obedi-
ence God tells us when he says, “Love is the
fulfilling of the law.” “If ye love Me, keep My
commandments,” To love is to obey, and the
measure of the obedience is the degree of the
affectior I'hat affection is generated only by
close contact with the Lord Jesus Christ.

8. Obedience does not consist in isolated
acts; it is an atmosphere, it is a necessity, it
is the breathing of a new existence, and it is the
beginning of immortality.

4. There is no happiness like the happiness
of obedience. Adam was made to rule. The
fall has altered it, and now every man's dignity
and every man's joy is in service. Man never
fulfills his destiny but when he obeys. There-
fore, in his great mercy, God has so placed
every one of us, from the greatest to the least,
that we have some one over us whom we have
to obey. “To obey is better than sacrifice, and
to hearken than the fat of rams.” {[Vaughan.]

Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes.
SURROUNDINGS,

1079 B. €. (?)

Gilgal. See last lesson,

Time.
Place.

APPROACTI,

Ask the pupils to read aloud what they have
written concerning Saul’s disobedience, Be pre-
pared to explain clearly but very concisely how
Saul had changed in character and the causes
for the change.

A Christian worker who had wonderful in-
fluence in the development of a part of the
kingdom of Christ not only lost that influence
but became an outeast from society. How?
By falling suddenly from his high position into
the gutter? No, but by going down step by
step, very slowly at first, but very rapidly to-
ward the end. Why did he fall? He was
selfish. His selfishness led him to disobey God,
and his disobedience resulted in the loss of the
power which he had once possessed. When God
let go, the man’s own selfish natare drove him
to his ruin. With some such illustration as this
let the teacher attract the pupils, and then let
her say: We are going to study the record of
a man who once had greuat power and lost it.
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UNFOLDED TEXT.

In ovder to get and to give a clear under-
standing of our lesson text, the teacher will be
obliged to consider not it alone, but also much
that precedes it. This may be ecrystallized
around three pictures, as follows:

LB SI
A | REBUKED.
EXCUSING HIMSELF,

1. Saul Sinning. 1In order that the pupils
may correct or verify what they have written
in their Lives, have one of them read aloud
1 Sam. 10. 8, Explain that this command was
given in order to emphasize the fact that Saul
was dependent on the Lord. Have another pu-
pil read alond 1 Sam. 13. 8, 9, and show that
Saul in making this offering disobeyed the com-
mand of God given by Samuel. Ilave a third
pupil read aloud 1 Sam. 13, 13, 14. Explain
that Saul had distrusted and disobeyed the
Lord, and that we are going to learn how he
became deceitful in his attempt to cover up
his sin,

2. Saul Rebuked. Picture Samuel spending
the whole night in tears (verse 11), his going
forth to deliver God’s unwelcome message, his
meeting Saul, and the latter’s hypocrisy in his
manner and in the words with which he greets
the aged servant of the Lord.

Have a pupil read aloud Samuel's question
(verse 14) and another Saul's answer (verse
15), and explain the meaning of these two
verses,

Then picture Samuel reminding Saul of what
the latter had been, of what God had made him,
and of what God had commanded him to do.
When the pupils have these things clearly in
mind have some one read aloud verse 19,

3. Saul Ewxcusing Himself. Tt will be best
for the teacher to study very carefully the
Scripture narrative and the NoTes in order to
be able to show the pupils just what verses
20 and 21 mean and to explain in what Saul’s
deceit and hypocrisy consisted.

Samuel’s reply as recorded in verses 22 and
23 shows just what Saul's sin was and the
result thereof :

1. He had rejected the word of the Tord.

2. This rejection led him to disobey the voice
of the Lord.

3. This led him into rebellion and stubborn-
ness against the Lord.

4. The result was that God had rejected him,

LESSON,
The essence of the lesson story is in the
Golden Text. Ilave several repeat it. Ques-
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tion upon it and illustrate it until all
stand its meaning,
pray and then
prayer:

LORD, IIELP ME TO YIELD

OBEDIENCE

TO THEE IN ALL THINGS.

under-
Finally ask all to honestly
to print in their Lives this

STUDY IN ADVANCE,
Ask the pupils to write in their Lives a short
account of the family of David,
Review word, “Obedience,”

By Way of Ilfustration,

Verses 13, 15, 20, Partial obedience is entire
disobedience. There is no more common delu-
sion than to soothe ourselyes by the notion that
we have done our duties when we have done a
percentage of them, We manage to ignore the
unobeyed balance of the commandments and to
think ourselves very good kind of people. But
the unobeyed precepts are like the
stones in an arch, for the want
whole tumbles into ruin,

Verse 15. “The people.”” 1t is hard to admit
that we are wrong. How easy to say, “The
woman, the serpent, my t(‘m]ml'umvnt, my cir-
cumstances!”  Few things more surely reveal
our self-love and pride than this instinctive,
automatic excuse-making, We thoroughly un-
derstand the lawyer who asked the question,
“And who is my neighbor?" wishing “to Justify
himself.” There is little hope for our growth
in virtue unless we make up our minds frankly
to admit the truth about ourselves, No man
can afford to play ostrich, To acknowledge our
sins is to have spiritual victory. When we pull
up a weed we leave a clean place for a flowe

Verse 22, %7y obey is better than sacrifice.
Love is at the basis of true obedience, and love
has more than a cash value. A mother would
rather have her son lovingly obedient to her
than to have him devote a large share of his
spending-money to attractive presents for her
while continuing in disobedience to her loving
requests of him, Any true wife would rather
have her husband’s loye than a fair share of his
income, The loving spirit which prompts to
obedience will prompt also to gifts; but if one
must choose hetween gifts without love, and
love without gifts, the trye heart will say that
love is better than gifts, obedience is better than
sacrifice.—Joseph Parker,

Verse 23, Alic'mlh':m power
brings separation from God,

missing
of which the

Sin
“de-

of sin.
The word
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part” uttered to the workers of iniquity is not
an arbitrary one, It voices a law of God that
runs through all his social realm. Sin pushes
the prodigal away from his home, his friends,
his property, his pleasures, his character, even
his clothes and food, The law of the word
“depart” has driven him away from everything
that was beautiful and of good report. Behold
him in his rags and loneliness feeding swine,
The man who vields himself to sin is pushed
away from God by a changeless law of moral
repulsion, Is it hopeless ?
back is turned toward God,
to himself,” feel his
Father’s face, and the
takes hold of him,

draws him to God
Babeocl:.

Yes, 50 long as his
But let him “come
sin, and long for his
law of changeless love
The law of divine attraction
and  goodness.—altbhie D.

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

Chosen, yet rejected! s God thus fickle?
Does he change his mind or his purpose toward
men? Never. “He is not a man that he should
repent.”  “I am the Lord; I change not.” He
abides forever true to principles of righteous-
ness, justice, mercy, and love: and while the
human will moves in that orbit with God, his
purposes and promises are fulfilled surely as
the courses of the stars in the heavens, But
when the human will breaks away from the
divine will it is like a wandering star, in outer
darkne:

There are many Sauls. Chosen of God they
are, to sit upon thrones, in the intellectual,
moral, social, and religious world. Every one
of them is chosen to be a joint heir with Christ
in the glory of his coming kingdom. Saul was
not more distinctly called to honor in Israel
than you are called to a high place as a child
of God, to possess his best gifts on earth and
in heaven, Nothing will change his purpose
or thwart his plan for you except you make the
mistakes that Saul made, There was a day
when he had a vision of what God would have
him be and do. Had he been obedient to that
vision, as was Saul of Tarsus, the promise of
his choice and goodly youth would have been
fufilled. But his “change of heart” was super-
ficial. 1t did not reach his inmost self. Pride,
self-sufficiency, self-will, remained. Saul, not
God, was still Saul’s king, and in his eyes
Israel’s king. He could not bear prosperity
because his character had not a rock foundation,
and the pressure of the world was too heavy
for it. TIn his first success and popularity he
acknowledged God, He said, “The glory does
not belong to me; the Lord hath wrought salva-
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tion in Israel.” But when he had been two
years king he blew the trumpet throughout the
land that Saul had routed the Philistines, with-
wout a word about the help of God. His impa-
tient, self-sufficient spirit could not wait for
“God’s way, so he took in his own hands the
burnt' offering, contra to the express com-
mand. IHe was always outwardly religious,
but his heart was never true, and Samuel faith-
fully warned him that for that reason he could
mot keep the kingdom. But what are warnings
to a young man sure of his own power and
“bound to succeed” by the force of his own will?
On he went, with his magnificent endowments
and possibilities, on, not to success but to sad-
dest failure; farther away from God, depend-
ing upon his own strength, impairing his moral
sense until he persuaded himself he was obeying
the voice of the Lord when he was going
directly in opposition to his commands. Faith-
fully Samuel continued to warn him. How he
Joved him, and tried to shew him the evil of his
ways! But he had to give him up at last. Saul
must choose for himself. *“He came no more to
see Saul until the day of his death ; neverthe-
less, he mourned for Saul.” O, the pathos of
those words! Heart-breaking it is to find how
unavailing are our efforts to help one whom we
fiave loved and prayed for when pride and self-
will are unyielding.

There are two sides in the destiny of every
life—God’s will and man’s will; the divine
choice, the human choice. We may have the
royal gifts God chooses for us i we choose his
way; we must lose all, if we choose our own
way in opposition to his. “Because thou hast
rejected the word of the Lord he hath also re-
jected thee from being king, and hath given the
kingdom to a neighbor of thine that is better
‘than thow.” *“Hold fast that thou hast, that no
man take thy crown.”

The Teachers’ Meeting,

The general topic illustrated by this lesson
is blessings forfeited by man’s sin.,, We here
study divine sorrow over sin; concealment of
sin; reproof for sin; and rejection for sin....
The exceeding sinfulness of sin (Rom. 7. 13:
1 John 3. 8) is here shown. Note how the les-
son teaches: 1, That God demands perfect obe-
dience, 2. That sin cannot be concealed.
3. That sin will certainly be punished....The
deceitfulness of sin. It blinds the eyes; dulls
the conscience; perverts the reason; and often
makes evil appear as good and good as evil,”
“The forfeitures of sin: it robs of peace, of
God’s love, and of heaven; it makes us unable
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to do tasks God has set for us, and threatens
an eternal rejection from Christ in the Judg-
ment day.”

Blackboard,

The dire pronouncement of Samuel, that Saul
should be no longer king, was directly conse-
quent upon the disobedience of the latter. Sac-
rifices formed a large and important feature
of the religious service, for God had required
that his people should so approach and honor
him; yet the essential thing was not the offer-
ing, but the spirit of sacrifice, reverence, and de-
votion which inspired it. Unaccompanied by
such feelings, no sacrifice, however costly, could
prove acceptable. When Saul and his followers
returned from their commission against the
Amalekites the spirit of disobedience possessed
their hearts, and discovered itself in deeds of
selfishness and vainglory. A crippled excuse
could not shield Saul from the righteous judg-
ment of the prophet, and his name, once hon-
ored, is degraded forever,

Coloring.—Altar, light brown; fire, red and
yellow; lamb, white; heart, pink; words, red;
phrase, yellow and blue.

Library References.

THE PurListiNes.—Kent, History of the
Hebrew People, vol. i, pages 27, 84. Sayce,
Patriarchal  Palestine. Deane, Samuel and
Saul. Geikie, Hours with the Bible, vol. i,
page 308.

THE AMALEKITES.—Ewald, History of Is-
rael, Index. Geikie, Hours with the Bible, vol.
i, page 302; vol. ii, page 290; vol. ili, page
128. Sayce, Patriarchal Palestine, Index.

OBEDIENCE.—Dymond, Fssays, page 253,
American Church Review, vol, iv, page 384,

SERMONS ON THE LESSON.

Verse 13.—The Homiletic Monthly, vol. xii,
page 88, Verse 22.—Union Pulpit, page 199,
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Primary Teachers’ Department,

Notes.

SuMMER schools for primary Sunday School
workers will be held as usual in many parts of
the country. The exceilent one held each gea-
son at Asbury Park, N.J., will be in session
this year July 6.11, Many others are held
elsewhere,

You are planning to attend one of these
schools, are you not, primary teachers? It may
require effort to compass it, but you will be
richly repaid for the effort. Not only is actual
knowledge gained of God'’s work and ways with
his little ones, but your love will be deepened,
your enthusiasm stimulated, and Yyour faith
quickened in the beauty and blessedness of the
work to which you are called,

THE “Cradle Roll” has
pose the identifying

for its distinct pur-
of the child with the Sun-
day school as soon as it has a name to present,
The primary class that makes the most of this
beautiful opportunity secures the membership
certificates and presents them with a little cere-
mony, the father carrying the baby forwarl
to receive the certificate, It is a great advan-
tage in many cases to thus bring the father in
touch with the Sunday school,

Miss JosepHiNg BALbwIN follows the pretty
custom of hanging a rosebud on the cradle in
her own class when a little one has gone home,
She says that one day when she was taking the
name out of the Cradle Roll of a dear baby who
had gone into the other life, a little girl said,
“Don’t take the name out! Don't they belong
10 us any more %" Thereafter she left the name
in, at least for a time, for the sake of hoth
barents and children, s

“Our penny collection is always ahead of our
number of scholars present,” said one teacher,
Why cannot this state of things be the rule
everywhere?

Before the offering is taken speak of the dif-
ferent kinds of gifts and sing an offering song

MmsummEr days try what manner of spirit
the teacher is of, It may not he possible for
her to “stand by” her class through all the
heated term, Possibly it would be doing in-
justice both to the class and to herself should

she attempt to do 0. But the loving and
thoughtful teacher will not leave her little flock
uncared for., She wiil see that pasture is pro-
vided, and while absent for a season she will
let the little ones knoyw that she remembers and
loves them,

Now that the days are warm and the childrers
are out among the squirrels and birds as at no.
other season, it will be g great advantage to the
dumb animals, and incidentally to the boys and
girls, for a school to organize a Band of Mercy
at this season. It might perhapk be best for a
class to have such an organization. A class
needs to be banded together in some way for the
sake of sociability, and they might better have
some other object than a good time alone, Liter-
ature giving full directions for forming a Band
will be sent free by Mr. George T. Angell, Bos-
ton, Mass., and if thirty signatures be secured
to the Band of Mercy pledge and sent him, his
paper Dumb Animals will be sent free to the
Band.

THE primary department should be kept open
all summer, whether the main school is or not..
If the teacher goes away from home during the-.
Summer months, she should secure as able a.
substitute as possible for her class. She should.
also send them one letter at least to be read.
aloud. As to the children’s vacations, the ideal.
teacher will learn where each has gone and will,
write them a letter, Doubtless no letter received.
during their visit will give them more pleasure,
She should also ask each child to write a letter
to her, also one to the class, the latter to be:
read aloud to the class,

SoMe primary classes choose a name,
heard of one calling itself
Weavers.” This was painted
their room,

Wé Haver
“Little Sunshine
upon the wall of

L= SO
Who Shall Make the Blackboard Pictures

BY AN ARTIST TEACHER,

Mucn has been said and done of late about:
illustrating the lesson in such a manner that it
shall fall within the comprehension of g child,
and many excellent and earnest people are set-
ting themselves to the solving of the problesa.,
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In the Sunday schools it has been the custom
to put the blackboard work in the hands of
that good teacher who is both willing and
“handy” with the crayon. The true artist, if
the school should include one, is not, as a rule,
likely to devote himself or herself, to this work,
as the artistic temperament has not usually the
plodding, patient quality necessary for every
Sunday work of a very limited range. Yet a
person with some artistic impulses, which have
never found expression elsewhere accepts the
situation, and often brings much enthusiasm
and imagination to it. Often, too, he brings too
much,

The chief difficulty is, that without a training
in free hand drawing, and with an active im-
agination, he fails to produce that simple, re-
strained, and beautiful symbol or suggestion
that would appeal to the unspoiled artist in the
child. He overdoes the matter, and loads the
blackboard with labored and pathetic attempts
at real pictures, produced in crude colors, leav-
ing nothing to the imagination of the children,
but forcing them to accept his.

I knew a child of six, a child of rare poetic
and artistic instincts, who cared nothing for
the color books in which the pictures tried to
tell the whole story in bright colors, but who
never ceased to pore over black-and-white line
drawings that were suggestive and artistic,
“This is the book I love,” she would say, and
then read her own stories into the pictures,

Who, then, shall draw the pictures on the
blackboard? I doubt if it has occurred to
many that the children themselves are, in these
times, better able to give expression to an idea
in free-hand drawing than their untrained
elders. In the first place their impulses are
fresh from God, their perception quick, and,
added to these, their training in the new
methods of drawing in the public and private
schools gives them the ability to express them-
selves, It is a time when parents are constantly
being astonished at the bits of beauty in form
or color that their children leave about on
scraps of paper. Twenty and forty years ago it
was not thought to be worth while to take the
time from arithmetic or grammar to use in the
training of the hand, but we have learned that
the time to train the hand is when the young
soul is leaping up like the life in a plant, or
bird. seeking expression in form, or color, or
sound, and if expression is ever to come, it
must come then.

To take advantage of the plastic age is the
aim—and sometimes the bane—of modern edu-
cators. Not only is the hand of the child

truined to the work of producing beauty of line
and color, but the eye, running before the hand
is quick to discern a fault or a failure in the
drawing of another. *“I could do that!™ he
thinks eagerly, and usually he is right. The
question is, Shall we let him try?

Wise teachers in the primary departments
are letting the children use the blackboards.
After finding which child expresses his thought
of the lesson story better through the hand than
through speech, the way is clear. Eapression
is the thing to be sought, and while each form
should be cultivated, the child should be left
free to use his best gift.

The thing that has proven itself to be good
for the primary department must be equally
good for the higher classes, A little inquiry
would develop the facts about the day school
work of children and young people, and from
one to half a dozen could be found who would
accept a position on the “Board of Illustrators”
with delight. They would need to be under an
advisory board, who would, with their deeper
insight into the truths of the lesson, give sug-
gestions; but these should be wise enough to
help without hampering the child. Tt is always
a gain if the work can be divided, but in small
schools there may be but one who has the
sketching gift, and to this one the work can be
given. It is usually the boy or girl from four-
teen to eighteen years of age who has the
awakening to a sense of art forms, with the
desire to use them, and the use of them may be
the beginning of the life work to which he was
born.

Some simple parable from Nature is often
the best illustration. A nest on a wind-swept
branch and the mother bird on her nest, with
some slant touches across the board indicating
a rain storm, would illustrate our Father’s care
over his children. A flower holding up its cup
to the down-falling rain would suit a variety of
lesson topics, and two crossed swords a number
of lessons in which warfare has chief place.
Any simple nature sketch is better than the
often-used hearts, crowns, and crosses,

The young artist will seek to express himself
in lines of natural beauty, though he may use
few of them. His efforts will stir the creative
impulse in every member of the class or school,
and awaken an interest of a new order in the
work of illustrating the lesson.

If there appears to be the danger of putting
the child or young person in too prominent a
position before the school, the work on the
blackboard can be done behind a screen, or quite
alone on Saturday.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL By NNER,

Additional Lessons,

BY MARY A. LATHBURY,
LITTLE HYMN STUDIES,—\ 11,
“SUN OF MY souL.”

** Sun of my soul, thou Savi
1ot night if thou be ny

'
U may no earthborn cloud arise
To ljde thee from thy servant's eyes,”

ir dear,

This beautiful evening hymn is from a little
book called The Christian Year, written by an
Englishman, Rev, John Keble, It was written
to be a companion to the Book of Common
Prayer, and there are poems for every feast and
holy day of the Church, as well as for other
church services,

John Keble was born in 1702 at Fairford,
Gloucestershire, England, He was a brilliant
student at Oxford, was ordained a priest in
1816, and in 1831 was elected professor of
poetry at Oxford. After four years he became
of Hursley, Hampshire, where he died in
1866. He was still a Young man when he be-
gan to work upon The Christian Year, and it
was published in 1827 without the author’s
name, for he was a very modest man, Iis
wish was to have the book published after his
death, but his friends urged him to put it forth
He did so, and thousands have blessed
him for the little book ever since,

1 the soft dews of kindly sleep
ied eyelids gently steep,

st thought how sweet to rest
forever on my Saviour's breast,”

The portrait of John Keble shows a bright
and gentle face full of purity and love., The
hymn that we are studying shows us the same
qualities, We may be sure, then, that he had
these things in his heart, if they could shine
from his face and flow from his pen; and that
is why every other heart opens to the evening
hymn, It comes, too, winged with the lovely
music that William Henry Monk, the great
composer, arranged from a German-Swiss mel-
ody by Peter Ritter, chapel master to the grand
duke of Baden, Have you ever heard a great
congregation singing at twilight?  While it
2oes up to God in g great wave of song, ench
soul is singing it for himself, for it is a most
intimate and bersonal prayer, It beging by
calling the Lord Jesus the spiritual Sun, as he
truly is, for he said, “I am the Light of the
world,” and it prays that no cloud may hide
hm from the sonl, Then, as sleep falls like
the blessing of the dew, the soul prays that it
may think last of Jesus, and pest upon his
breast as John the beloved disciple did.
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‘*Abide with me from morn till eve,
For without thee | eannot liv
Abide with me when night is nigh,
For without thee I dare not die,”

Here is a true story about the little book
that first held this hymn., Four travelers once
met near Mount Sinai in the great stony
desert of Arabia, People who travel over that
hard road, once trodden by the Israelites on
their way from Egypt to Canaan, do not carry
much baggage. Yot three of these four people
carried with them 7%e Christian Year with
their Bible, We are not told that they sung
“Sun of my soul” as the red sunset light faded
from the rocky crest of Sinai, but no doubt
they did so. The writer of this lesson once sat
in a sheltered corner of the deck of g Sound
steamer with a party of friends, It was a still
summer night, and we sang hymns softly to
ourselves, When we sang “Sun of my soul”
a few near us joined in the hymn, and before
it was done the hundreds of People seated on
the forward deck were singing it too, They
were of many faiths, and some of no faith, but
all knew the dear old evening hymn,

Do you see how simple, and yet how strong,
is the reason why we should want the Lord
Jesus to “abide with us.”  How can we live
ely and well through the day without him?
And how can we trust ourselves to the helpless-
ness of sleep, which is so like death, without
him? Do we always feel him with us?

+ Come near and bless us when we wake,
Ere through the world our way we take;
ill, in the ocean of thy love,
We lose ourselves in heaven above,”

We cannot here give you all the stanzas that
are in the hymn book, but if you will turn to
hymn 804 in the Methodist Hymnal you will
find those lovely prayers for the sinful, the
sick, the poor, and the sorrowful in verses 4
and 5, for the soul that longs for Jesus as its
best friend longs also that he may become the
best friend of those who need him most. Then
comes the last verse, which takes one through
his waking, his way in the world, and into
heaven itself, When we have sung this hymn
we have uttered a heautiful prayer for God, and
we should think of it in this way, and expect
him to answer it,

When the Christians among the Cree In-
dians, away up toward the north pole, sent
some of their number to a great meeting of
white Christians, there was not one among
them that could speak English well enough to
tell his faith; but some stood up together and
sang “Sun of my soul” in their own language,
and thus told their faith in the Lord Jesus,
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fnternational Bible Lessons,
THIRD QUARTER,

LESSON L (July 5.
ISRAEL ASKING FOR A KING. | Sam. 8.
1-10.
GOLbEN TEXT: “Prepare your hearts unto the

Lord, and serve him only.” 1 Sam. 7. 8.

Primary Notes.
BY JULIA H. JOHNSTON,

Approach, A little talk
about coming to God’s
house. How big, how old,
does one need to be? How
often do we come to
church? Does anyone live
in the church all week?
Can you remember any
little boy who was brought
by his mother when very small to stay in God's
house all the time?

By such questions, lead on to the story of
Samuel, drawing the history from the children
as far as possible, seizing principal points,
avoiding time-consuming details,

The boy who listened to God's voice and an-
swered, grew to be a man who was just as obe-
dient and true. God made him the teacher of
his people. He was their judge, telling them
what to do. What God told him, he told the
people, as, when a boy, he gave the message to
Eli. Impress the importance of beginning early,
and keeping on always in the right way.

For a long time the Israelites listened to
Samuel, but by and by they grew tired and
longed for something different. So we have
The People’s Wish. Drill on lesson-title a mo-
ment, as expressing this wish. Two reasons for
this “asking:” they were tired of Samuel, now
an old man, and did not like his sons, who were
not as good judges as their father (0O, the pity
of it, when children are ndt as good as their
good parents!), and they wished to be like other
people. Other places and people had kings to
rule over and lead them to battle, and they
wished to be like the rest.

Did you ever see a flock of sheep? Do you
know how silly they are? What one does the
rest do, without waiting to see whether it is
best or not. Some sheep, crossing a cevered
bridge, came to a broad ray of light shining

through a crack. The leader carefully lifted
Lis feet and stepped over it as if it were a log.
The next, when they came there, did exactly the
same thing because the leader did, and all that
came after did what was done by those who
were in front. Some people are like this, They
want to do as the rest do, no matter what it is.

The Lord’s Answer. Picture Samuel's hurt
and troubled heart over the people’s request,
and his prayer for them. God answered the
prayer. The people might have their wish, if
they refused to give it up, but it would not be
well for them. They would have troubles now
unthought of. They were not only refusing to
have Samuel for their leader, but the Lord, who
alone was their true King. Teach Golden Text,
and impress the royal thought of our Lord's
kingship, even over young hearts, who should
prepare—make ready—for him, and please him
only, no matter what others do.

If we follow our Lord he will always show
the way. There will be light somewhere, In
the dark we see the shining stars. They keep
shining till the sun comes up. Sometimes we
get into dark places, We don’t know what to
do. We are troubled and afraid. Be sure there
is always a light, a star somewhere. This quar-
ter we will call our lesson-thought STARS. They
will belp us, as stars in the dark. The text for
Review is “The Lord is my light and my salva-
tion,” and we will take these star-thoughts as
part of the light he gives us, For to-day we
have

Star-Thought: God Only. No one else can
help as our Father can. No other king is like
him. We owe everything to him. Should we
even wish or ask another king? Let us make
ready our hearts, as people prepare a palace
and a beautiful throne for the king they love.

Learn this little hymn-verse for the quarter,
and sing to tune “Little drops of water:"

Father, teach and lead us
Ever in the light.

May these precious lessons
Shine like stars at night.

Thought for Teachers, We must appeal to
the child by something tangible if possible, We
must secure some cooperation, however small,
or lessons will be forgotten, What he puts
down himself he is apt to recall.

For this quarter, if possible, have silver stars,
one for each lesson, with lesson-truth written
on it. Pin these week by week to the board,
or hang upon small hooks by loops of ribbon.
Give each child a silver star for a pattern; ask
that paper ones be made at home, one a weck,
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and the lesson truth or star-thought be written,
by the child or some one else,

LESSON I (July 12,
SAUL CHOSEN KING. | Sam. 10. 17-27,

GOLDEN TEXT: “The Lord is our king; he
will save us,” Iga, 43, 22,

Primary Notes,

Approach.  There was
once a boy who ran away
from home, He had no
good reason at all, but he
thought it would be a fine
thing to do because he had
been reading about ga boy
who did it, and he made
up his mind to do what
others had done, just for fun. He never
thought how it would hurt the hearts of his
kind father and mother, It would have been
only fair to let the foolish boy find his way
back and learn to do better al] by himself, but
the father found out in what direction he had
2one and sent after him at once. By and by the
boy was found, hungry and tired and sick, and
brought home to be lovingly cared for. The
father saved his boy in this way. No one but
the father would have done so much for him
when he was so disobedient and ungrateful,

Now, in spite of the sin of the thankless Is-
raelites, their King still loved and cared for
them and was ready to save them and give them
another chance to dq right and please him,

King Saul. "Phe Story to-day is about the
king which was given to the Israelites, who
begged for one. Although it was not right for
them to wish for some one in Samuel’s place,
and not right for them to wish any leader but
God, any king but the Lord, yet, in letting
them have what they wished, Gog gave them a
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king who was strong and bright, and who
might, if he chose, be g good king, while the
people, if they would only obey God, might be
happy.

Picture the great company at Mizpeh, where
Samuel called the people together *‘unto the
Lord.” When We come together in church and
Sunday school it is “unto the Lord,” Tell how
the story of God's leading and saving was
brought back to their minds, Picture the choice
of Saul, the Lorgd showing which company of
people, which family, finally which man, was
the one; then Saul’s hiding, the finding and
showing of the new king, who was head and
shoulders above them all.  Let the children feel
the enthusiasm of the great occasion kindle in
their hearts as the scene of the shouting multi-
tude is described, and we seem to
“God save the king.”

Impress the solemnity of the moment, when,
Samuel told the people all the rules of the
kingdom, and wrote them in a book to be laid

. up before the Lord, and afterward Saul went
home with a heart full of longing to do right,
while with him went some men whose hearts
God had also touched with a wigh to please him,
This tall, strong young king had now a chance
to live a true life and help his people.  God
was willing to save him and to save the people
from harm and wrong, and show them the right
way. God is King of kings, high over all, and
stronger than all, Teach Golden Text,

Star-Thought : God Will Save Us. The Is-
raelites thought it a great thing to have an
earthly king over them to be their captain and

listen to

mies in the heart (name some of them) which
are worse and harder to drive away than even
the giants of old days,

Thought for Teachers: 1In order to create in-

terest in a story lile this it is needful to seize
upon childish conceptions of royalty, its pomp.




and power, and transfer these ideals to God as
King, the children’s King, always ready to save.
Children glory in strength. ‘My papa is
stronger than yours” you may hear a boy say.
Utilize every such feeling, correcting and turn-
ing it Godward,

LESSON IIL.  (July 19.)

SAMUEL’S FAREWELL ADDRESS. 1 Sam.
12, 13-25.
GorveEN TeEXT: “Only fear the Lord, and serve

him in truth with all your heart.” 1 Sam.
12, 24,

Primary Notes.

Approach.  The phrase
in the Golden Text, “With
all your heart,” may be
taken as the keynote of
this lesson. Samuel’s great
anxiety was to impress
this need of loyalty as he
made his farewell address
to the people,

Attract attention by the story of a man who
owned a beautiful house. e allowed some peo-
ple to live in it on condition that he should
always be free to come in when he was in the
city, and a place should always be kept for
him. He did not give the house to these people,
but they seemed to forget this. They acted as
if it belonged to them. They took possession of
it altogether and left no room at all for the
owner, not even a small corner. Ie was
crowded out of his very own. This did not
happen all at once. It began by the feeling
that the best room, which was kept for the own-
er, and some other parts of the house as well,
might be used by the people who had come in.
They began to put their things in these places
till by and by they left no room at all for the
owner. Was that fair? He had a right to it
all. He should have been made welcome to any
or every part of it.

The good judge and teacher Samuel wished
his people to remember that their hearts be-
longed to God. He wished them to allow the
great Owner to come in. Ie wished them to
please him with all their hearts. We learn all
this from

Samuel’s Good-bye Talk. TIn this talk Sam-
uel tried in two ways to help the people to un-
derstand and remember that they must serve
the good God with all their hearts, not with
divided bearts, or even half a heart. First, he
showed them how well it would be with them
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if they did the will of the Lord, they and their
king together,

The next thing was to show how they would
suffer if they disobeyed the Lord. To make
them understand his great power, Samuel called
on the Lord, and he sent a great rain and ter-
rible thunder right in the wheat harvest, when
the ripe grain was ready to gather. It fright-
ened them all very much, and they said they
were sorry for their sin in not putting God first
before this, and then they begged Samuel to
pray for them that they might be forgiven and
not die,

God's Love and Merey. Although God saw
that these people needed a hard lesson to make
them remember, yet he loved them and pitied
them and was ready to forgive and save them.
Samuel saw that it was time now to comfort
those who were sorry. He said, “Fear not.”
He told them how their God loved them and
was ready to forgive and save. You see how
needful it is for some one who knows the good

+God very well to give this message, for, no mat-

ter how loving he is, if people do not know and
understand it, they will not be comforted. So
the good-bye talk was in part about this loving
kindness of the Lord, who would never leave
his own dear people, If he had to punish them
it would be because he loved them too well to
let them go on sinning against him and hurting
themselves. 'If your parents did not care
whether you were good or bad they would not
punish you for doing wrong. They do it to
make you better,

Samuel promised to keep on praying for these
people.  He loved them too, though they grew
tired of him when he was old.

Star-Thought: Serve God, This thought
shines like a star in the dark. It tells us what
to do. Who should serve God? You, and every-

one. Why? He is your God, and you are his
own. THe is good and loving and has the best
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right to your heart, Serving him is the best
and happiest thing in the world, How serve
him? With all your heart, ‘I'each Golden Text
and make clear the ways of whole-hearted sery-
ice in child-life,

Thought for Teachers: Shall we ask of our
little scholars a greater loyalty than we are
willing to give to our King? Heaven is “The
Land of the Leal” but should not earth be
t0o? The leal and true, the faithful and con-
stant, have their opportunity for whole-hearted
service below,

To be loyal, in its finest sense, is to be truly
loving.

LESSON IV. (July 26.)

SAUL REJECTED AS KING. 1 Sam. 15,
13-23.

GOLDEN TEXT: “To obey is better than sacri-
fice.” 1 Sam, 15, 22,

Primary Notes,

Approach, The lesson
of obedience in this por-
tion is obvious. The true
sort must be impressed,
for there is a make-believe
kind, like Saul’s, which is
not pleasing to God. In-
troduce by the story of a
boy who was told to do
some weeding while his father was away a few
days. *“I wish you to work so many hours in
the garden,” was the command, “and to spend
the time in those beds,” pointing them out. The
boy worked so many hours and pulled a great
many weeds, but instead of doing exactly what
he was told, and working where he was told,
and at the time he was told, he took another
part of the garden where the weeds were easier
to pull. e worked late instead of early in the
day, so that he could not tell much about the
weeds; and when Chis  father came home,
although he gaiq, “I've done what you said,”
the weeds in the right bed showed that the boy
had not really obeyed, though he had worked
out of doors and pulled weeds,

In this lesson to-day we have, first,

God's Command, Explain that God sent Saul
and his soldiers to destroy some wicked people
who had to be punished. This was not to be
done because the king and hig men disliked these
Amalekites, or because it would make them rich
to get their cattle and sheep, but because God

told them to do it for a 8ood reason. Tle [g-
raelites were forbidden to take any of the sheep
or oxen for their own, They were not to keep
them for any reason at all,

The Command Disobeyed. Tell how Saul and
the people failed to do as they were told. They
only did it in part.  The best of the cattle
were kept by them. Describe Samuel’s visit to
King Saul, the hurry Saul was in to say that
he had obeyed, and the way in which his disobn-
dience wag betrayed by lowing oxen and bleat-
ing sheep, Impress, in passing, the truth that
when one only makes believe to obey and tries
to cover up what is wrong, something is almost
always sure to show it at once, Wrong-doing
cannot be hid. It is not only never safe to
make believe, but it makes the disobedience far
worse to pretend that it is obedience, The very
worst of all is to be like Saul when he pre-
tended that the ecattle were saved to offer
to God, and that the people took them any-
how, as if they would have dared if Saul had
not allowed it.

Disobedience Punished, This is so sad a part
of the lesson that it is hard to tell about it. It
was very hard for Samuei to give the sad mes-
sage to Saul, but he had to do it. God said
that it was not a large offering of the best of
cattle that he wished, but an obedient heart,
and that because Saul had turned away from
God and broken God's commands God must now
put him away from being king, 1f only Saul
had served God from the beginning with his
whole heart he would never have heard thig
terrible message, This story is kept in God's
book for us that we may know how far away
from God those may go who do not give him
the whole heart,

Star-Thought: Trye Obedience, The make-
believe obedience will never do, no matter how

much we say about having done as we were
told.

True obedience is doing just what we are
told, as we are told, and when we are told, -




This is more pleasing to God than a present
worth millions.

Thought for Teachers. Great wisdom is
needed to teach such lessons so tenderly that
the child-heart will recognize God’s love through
all, and his justice too. A child’s sense of right
will respond to the esplanation of true obedi-
ence if tenderly and truly given.

About the Bible.

I FIND that it is well to teach the children
vérses setting forth the love of the Bible, for
I remember how fond I was myself as a child
of “Holy Bible, book divine,”

There are many similar verses, and it is well
for a teacher to be ever upon the lookout for
them. These can be taught the children or
given them to write upon cards.

Here is a pretty verse the teacher might write
upon a blank leaf of a Bible of each child. The
autograph album fad, once so popular among
children, has disappeared. Yet it will surely
be pleasing to the little ones upon reaching ma-
. turity to see in their Bibles the handwriting
- of their teacher.

“This little book, I'd rather own,
Than all the golden gems

That e’er in monarch’s coffers shone,
Than all their diadems,”

Whisper Songs for July.
e FIRST LESSON,
\ Who is this whose coming
Life and blessing brings ¢
Is my heart all ready
. For the King of kings ?

SECOND LESSON,
Who will come and save us
From the power of sin ¢
Jesus—only Jesus ;
Let him enter in,

Rt

THIRD LESSON,
] If our Saviour finds us
d Trying to be true,
. He will let us serve him
As the angels do.

b FOURTH LESSON,

If we gladly follow,
Willingly obey,

A Christ will walk beside us
In the heavenly way,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT.
Third Quarter,
Teacher. God be merciful unto us and blese
us;
Class. And cause his face to shine upon us,
T. Let us come boldly unto the throne of
grace,
(. That we may obtain mercy, and find grace
to help,
CONCERT PRAYER.
“We are little children,
Weak and apt to stray ;
Saviour, guide and keep us
In the heavenly way.
Save us, Lord, from sinning ;
Watch us day by day;
Help us now to love thee;
Take our sins away.”
PRAYER. Brief prayer, all uniting in the Lord's
Prayer.
SINGING,
GOLDEN TEXT DRILL,
OFFERING, preceded by Concert Recitation :
“Here we come with gladness
Gifts of love to bring,
Pleasing Him who loves us,
Christ, onr Saviour King.
“Small may be our offering,
But the Lord will use
Every gift we bring him;
None will he refuse,”
ADDITIONAL LESSONS,
MARCHING SONG :
“We've listed in a holy war,
Battling for the Lord!
Eternal life our guiding star,
Battling for the Lord!
Refrain—*We'll work till Jesus comes,
We'll work till Jesus comes,
We'll work till Jesus comes,
And then we'll rest at home,

“We've girded on our armor bright,
Battling for the Lord ¥
Our Captain’s word our strength and might,
Battling for the Lord.”
LessoN TAUGHT.
Ecno PRAYER.
LaAsT Worns.—Repeat after teacher :

“If we sing and work for Jesus,
As we walk our earthly way,
Then we’ll praise his name forever
In the land of endless day.”
Mizrem,

the

cree
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of a
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A Revelation.
-
BY REV, W. BOWMAN Tl'l'KEH. PH.D,
o

(Ex. 24. 10; 25, 40.)

His friends and Aaron saw the blaze
Of light divine, illume the sky,

And crown the mountain top for days,
Proclaiming thus Jehovah nigh,

They saw, but still were unimpressed,
For as they saw they ate and drank ;

In them the sight begat no quest,
Above the love of common rank,

Down from the mount as common men
With only common powers they came,

And in the mood most fit for them,
They labored in the way of shame,

No pattern in the mount they saw,
For did they not but eat and drink ?
The vision rare does God withdraw
From those who neither love nor think,

God’s holy men his methods know,
And plans discern, and purposes ;

And laden with their vision show
Heaven's thoughts in earthly likenesses,

O might I haye a heavenward trend,
And feel the kindling fire of God,

And take my lessons at first-hand,
To work by truths divinely showed,

The common things uncommon are ;
And every humble circumstance,

The pattern from the Mount doth bear
And shines with heavenly radiance,

Shawville, Que,

—

John Wesley’s Breadth of Religious
Views.

—_—

exaltation of conduct, righteousness,
right living generally, above « confes-

sions of faith » purely intellectual—what
Church and what preacher do not pro-
claim these at bresent? But such libera]
conceptions were not as Pbrevalent and
universally accepted in the eighteenth
century as they are in the twentieth,
John Wesley, in broclaiming them, wag a
80od deal of a prophet in the wilderness,
Hence we do well to read again and
again his great emancipating enuncia-

in the broad path of light which they
have made for our feet.

What grander, more fundamental, anqd
eternal truthg were ever proclaimed
by human lips than these : “1 pa.
solved to uge every possible method

but among themselves,” 1 desire to have
a league offensive and defensive with
every soldier of Christ, We have only
one faith, one hope, one Lord, but are
directly engaged in one warfare,”
brother and 1 get out upon two prin-
ciples: (1) None 80 to heaven
out holiness of heart and life; (2) who-
Soever follows after this—whatever his
opinions be—ig my ‘brother, and sister,
and mother,'” « Come, and let yg look
one another into the face, and perhaps
Some of you who hate what I am called,
may love what I am by the grace of
God.” “Let the points wherein we differ

“The dlstlngulahlng marks
of a Methodist are not his opinions of
any sort.,” « Orthodoxy, or right opin-
lons, is, at best, but & very slender part
of religion, if it can be allowed to be any
part at all” «A string of opinions s
Do more Christian faith than a string of
beads is Christian holiness.” 1 impose
my notions upon none; I will be bold to
Bay, there is no man living farther from
it.

unfon with any man; I think and let
think. What I want is, holiness of heart

Thus spake this big-hearted,
minded pioneer apostle of Christian char.
ity and unity in the spirit of the essen-
tial as opposed to the merely accidental
and external in religion.—Western Chris.
tian Advocate.

o
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FOUR IMPORTANT BOOKS

CYCLOPZAEDIA
or METHODISI
IN CANADA

—By—
Rev. George H. Cornish, LL.D.

In two volumes. Volume I covering the
period from the beginning of the work in
the several provinces of the Dominion of
Canada in 1769, and extending to the Annual
Conferences of 1880, 85 pages, large quarto.,

Volume II. covering the period from 1880
to the General Conference of 1802, About
400 pages, large quarto.

Volume I, cloth binding, $1.50
shee g »i

sheep
Volume IL, cloth “
sheep bl

—POSTPAID—

A complete and reliable gazetteer of His-
torical, Educational and Statistical Infor-
mation concerning the work of the Meth-
odist Church in Canada. A work so valu-
able and important should readily find an
entrance into every Methodist home.

A work of unusual interest to Bible
students and Scholars throughout
the world. R S SRS TR

€xplorations in Bible
[d“ds During the

Nineteenth Century
—EpITED By—
Prof. H. V. Hilprecht, Ph.D., D.D., LLD.,
Scientific Director of the Babylonian Expe-
dition of the University of Pennsylvania.

A Comprehensive Work, not only is the subject
of * Assyria and Babylonia” more thoroughly
and learnedly treated than ‘n any other similar
work, but we have additio..al pters on the
other countries of the Bible : ** Pales:ine, Egypt,
Arabia, and the Land of the Hittites” by four
well-known Orientalists, each an admitted leader
in his particular field, The volume, therefore, is
a veritable Compendium of Bibe Archee-

comprising the best summary of the work
during the last hundred years.

Published in one large octavo volume, Buck-
ram Cloth, Gilt Top; near y 900 pages ; embel.
lished with about 200 Pictures which both explain
aid adorn the text, and four invaluable Maps
m'-h were specially drawn and engraved for l;1e

Price, $3.00, net, earringe charges extra
If by mall, add 35¢. postage

Masterly and Scholarly

Kistory, Propbecy
and the Monuments

Or, Israel and the Nations
—BY—

James Frederick McCurdy,
Ph.D., LL.D.
Professor of Oriental Languages in
University College, Toronto. :
In 3 large volumes (sold separately) each
net, postpald, $3.00
Volume L.—To the Downfall of Samaria,

Volume IL.—To the Fall of Nineveh.
Volume IIL—Completing the Work.

CHRISTENDOM
W @ AD. 1901 @ @

A Presentatior of Christian Conditions
and Activities in every Country of the
World at the beg! aning of the Twentieth
Century, by more (han Sixty Competent
Contributors. Edited by

William D. Grant, Ph.D.
Wil)l an Introductory Note by
President Cuthbert C. Hall, D.D,, LL.D.

This important and valuable work, com-
Pmmg some 1,100 pages, and representing
our years of careful preparation, focuses
into convenient compass the present and
outlook of Christianity. The range of sub-
jects is world-wide; the names of the con-
tributorsarea Punrnntee of ripe scholarship
and thorough familiarity with the subject in
hand. In range of treatment, tolerance of
spirit, conciseness of statement, and hope-
fulness of outlook, the work is all that could
be desired, and fully justifies the editor in
uaranteeing the reward of a liberal educa-
jon in world-wide Christian conditions
and activities to those who read it.
It should be in the hands of every minis-
ter, educationist, and Christian worker,

PRICE, $3.50 NET, POSTPAID

WILLIAM BRIGGS |

S. F. HUESTIS, MONTREAL.

Wesley Buildings |
C. W. COATES, HALIFAX.

TORONTO
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Are You Tnterested in Missions 2

A Selected List of Missionarr Books

—
AFRICA KOREA

In Afric’s Forest and Jungle Korean Sketches

By Rev. R. H. Stone, Illustrated $1.00 By Rv\anunum S. Gale, A Mission-
S ptoWther, the Siave Boy {11 G o

Who became Bishop of the Viger. By

Jesse Page, Dlustrated .....,.... B0c. PACIFIC ISLANDS
Robert Moffat &

The Missionary Hero of Kuruman. By B'ihol’ Patteson

David J. Deane. Hlustrated. . ..., Sl ]lhlu- ]hhr]l)'l; Ot, l}\luluucein. By Jesse
The COHEO for Christ age, UAEALOd. civiuieersyenes bbe,

The Story of the Congo Mission, By Jame.§ Calvert -

Rev, John B. Myers. Ilustrated.. S0¢. Qg‘. .l'rom lmrk to l)l;wn in Fiji. ByR.
Dﬂ\'id Livingstone I Joh;,wnual;::nm serriiiesaiie,  80C,

is Labo d His Legacy. By A. |

ﬁ:;lte‘aon:.ﬂ 'Ill';uwl ru(t-d..ug_..’. )601.-. ;I;l!l.'“)mr;yr M}xn}l"(])ﬂnni”nl l’nlylm';ln.
MacKay of Uganda Y Rev. James J, Ellis, ustrated be.

By his Sister. Ilustrated ......,. S0e. James Chalmers

The Story of John G. Paton
Told for Young Folks: or, Thirty Years
Among South Sea Cannibals, By Rey,
Jumes Paton, D.D................ . b0c,

The  Martyred Missionary of New
Guinea. Ry Willigm Rabson,  With
Map, Portrait and Illustrajons, b0c.

AMERICA

Latin America
The Pagans, the Papists, the Patriots,
the Protestants, and “the Presenf
Problem, By Hubert W. Brown, M.A,
Nlustrated ., $1.20 net (postage 10c.)
Amid Greenland Snows
or, the Early History of Arctic Missions.
By Jesse Page. Tllustrated ,..... S0,
David Brainerd
The Apostle to the North American In.
dians, By Jesse Page. Illustrated S0e,

The West Indies

Irene Petrie
A Woman's Life for Kashmir. By Mps,
Ashley Carus-Wilson, with Introduction
by Roi)en E. Speer. $1.50
Pundita Ramabai
The Slorly' of Her Life, By Helen s,
Dyer. Illustrated. ..., $1.25
In the Tiger Jungle

And other Stories of Missionary Work
Among the Telugus, By Jacob Cham-
berlain, M.D,, D.D. Mlustrated., . $L00

The Wrongs of Indian H)'A\slru‘. E.Rié’ltmum Outline Mission-
Womanhood ary Series. 16mo, paper ... ... e,
By Mrs. Marcus B, Fuller, The Bible in Brazil

Tlustrated,
.................. $1.25
William Carey

The Shoemaker who became “The
Father and Founder of Foreign Mi
ﬂlonrl.i" By Rev. John B, My 11

Colporter Experiences, By Hugh C.
Tucker, Agent of the American Bible
OIS 137 vy s hiten s . 8.2

The Apostle of the North’

James Eva
‘oung ...,

L e o You
|
FHINA MISCELLANEOUS
Village Life in China
By Arthur H. Smith. D.p, A Study in Lady Missionaries
Sociology. Dlustrated.. $2.00 In Foreign Lands, By Mps, E. R. Pit-
The Slege in pekmg man. Illustrated .,......... CITTTON b0c.
China Aguinst the World, By W, A.p, Missionary Heroines
Martin, D.D,, LL.D, Ilustrated. " §1.00 By Mrs. E. R. Pitman, Tllustrated 50,
TIBET The Open Door
A Challenge to Missiona Advance,
Ad]venture: in Tibet . Address “ffelilveml Cbefor;t jihe Firet
neluding the Dy f Miss Annie R. enera tonary Convention of the
Taylor's (eu:nrk:ﬂen.lourney through Mel.hndl;t Episcopal Church held in
the Heart of the “Forbidden Lumf." Cleveland, Uctober, 1902. One vo, 400
By Wmcamy............ ........ $1.25 pages. ......... tee.net $1,50

—————
WILLIAM BRIGGS,
METHODIST BOOK @ Py 'HING HOUSE, ToRONTO

Pai 1
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Books FOR SUMMER READING

Tourist edition of

The Letters of a Self-
Made Merchant to
His Son.

By George H-(;lca Lorimer.

A special tourist edition of this famous
book has just been issued.

Paper, 50c. met.  Cloth, $1.95.

The Story of My Life.

By Bol;l{ollor.
Freely lllustrated. Cloth, $1.50 net.

“‘One of the most profoundly interesting
human documents that has ever been pub-
lished.”—Brookiyn Eagle.

““A story which has all the accuracy of
bi phy and all the romance and grace of
fiction.” —Boston T'ranscript.

THE _TWO MOST WIDELY
READ BOOKS OF TO-DAY

Mrs. Wiggs of the
Cabbage Patch.

By Alice Caldwell Hegan.
Ilustrated. Cloth, T5e.

Lovey Mary,

By the author of
“Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage Patoh.”

“Mrs. Wiggs has taken as firm & hold of
adult minds as ever Santa Claus did of
youthful ones. . . . Her ooun? her simple,
never-questioning faith, her al l‘lty to cope
with and vanquish an, ficulty, are all

Tribune.

'
wmarvellous,—Minneapolis

lustrated. Cloth, $1.00.

The Sacrifice of the
Shannon,

By W. Alfred Hickman.
A tale of the Northumberland Straits,

HMlustrated. Paper, 75¢. Cloth, $1.35,

Thyra Varrick,

A New Love Story.
By Amelia Barr.

‘With twelve full-page ilastrations,

Paper, T5e. Cloth, $1.%5,

Delightful in_ Its Quaint, Scelch
Humor.
The Banner of Blue,
A New Love Btory.
By 8. R. Crockett.
Paper, 5e. Cloth, $1.50.

By Mrs. Humphrey Ward,
Author of “Lady Rose's Daughter.”

Special tourlst edition.

Paper, 50c.

455188 cranm

William Briags, Publisher s s w. Toronto

C. W. Coates, Montreal, P.Q,

S. F. Huestis, Halifax, N.S.
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'NOW READY Ghe
@ Discipline| Canadi an
of the Methodist
Methodist Church Y.ea r B o OK

Embodying the changes made by the

23 last Genera] Conference, and carefully 1903

{ revised by the committee charged with

d the work.of editing, Edited by Rev, J. 8. Ross, D.D.

i  The prices (postpaid) in the various P,

bindings wii! % as follows ; ¢
X S This important hand-book, issued under A

:;:‘.,: i AT Ry :,’g authority of the General Conference, con-

Leathe e - - $1L.00 hlmahrxenmountof lntormntlonolgmt 3

value to every Methodist. For those who B
Although larger by some twenty-five | desire to have a general knowledge of all
or thirty Pages than the last edition, | the departments of the Canadian Methodist J
and produced ay 5 higher cost, we have | Church, in one handy volume for immedi-
advanced the price only of the paper. ate reference, the Year Book is indispens. 3

J ble,
4 bound copy, which previously sold af | *"'®
& fifty cents, Price, 15¢. By mail, 20¢,

B |
How to Study [T Interpretation of
The Bible e Apocalypse [

An Address for Teachers A Pm :‘t the Theological bo:rmm $
Huston

and Students ot , November, 1002, By 3
Francis M.A, D/D., Dean D
— of u::’ 'P'lcnl'-y ot + Viotoria Unis
George Coulson Workman, M.A., Ph.D, Paper, Postwaid, 20c,

Second edition.

| WILLIAM BRIGGS, - wesey sutangs, - TGRONTO §
S.F, lluu'q_l. lhlh... C. W. COATES, MONTREAL. )




Up the Flue" 2

That's the way much money goes.
You'll never lose money on

SOUVENIR

RANGES bz
that way, any more thaa S e
you'll lose money en fast 3 2
horses,

It is the slow horses

that will drive you te
the free-lunch coun-
tcr,nnd.poot [ //
cook stove will Z L=
do you the ¥ 4’7/

/Iy

' man’s true touch-
7" stone, then Bouvenir
Aecruted Ovens are the
keen appreciation ef
this fact.
These ovens are a man's
best armour and safest helmet,
and the most satisfying invea.
tion for his pocketbook amd
stomach,
BSouvenirs will save your wite a
whole lot of trouble. You'll never be
troubled with & tardy cook’s impudenes
either.
Geta SOUVENIR RANGE with Aerated
Oven at once,

Bold everywhere.

THE QURNEY-TILDEN 00., Limited

Whelssie Depote— HAMILTON
TORONTO MONTREAL WINNIFEG VANCOVVER

LEAST LABOR——GREATEST COMFORT




