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The Johnsonion Definition and Others

The answer depends largely upon the point of
view. From one standpoint patriotism appears as
the actual. religion of the mddern State. From an-
other it is the decadence and perversion of a nohle
and deep-rooted impulse of loyalty to the social
unit, aequired by mankind during the earliest
stages of social life. From yet another viewpoint,
that of eapitalist interests, patriotism is nothing
more or less than a convenient and potent instru-
ment of domination.

The word itself, both etymologieally and his-
torieally, has its root in paternity. In tribal days
-the feeling of social solidarity, which has now be-
come debased into patriotism, was completely
bound up with the religion of ancestor worship.
In ‘tribal religion, as in the tribe itself, all were
umited by ties of blood. The gods and their rites
and ceremionies were exclusive to the tribesmen.
Al strangers were rigidly debarred from worship.
The gods themselves were usually dead warriors.
i SARSYY WP WaS A AT ARG ‘,;,,«g.

o' Hoats  necompanied thie fribes to battle. I
“this abode or movahle tomb of 'the ancestral deity
that went with the Jews in their mareh through
the desert, and even to Jericho; playing-an im-
portant part in the fall of that remarkable eity.
All the traditions of the Jewish religion, in fact,
were identified with great national triumphs.
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What Is Patriotism?

The Merits of the Early Brand

Thus tribal religion was completely interwoven
with tribal aspirations and integrity. Tribal ‘‘pa-
triotism’’ and religibn Were identical. Indeed,
without the strongest possible wsoeial bond, ~with-
out a kind of “patriotism’’ that implied the un-
hesitating self-sacrifice of the individual for the
ecommon existence, it would have been  utterly
impossible for tribal man to have won through to
civilization. Natural seleetion insured that onmly
those soeial groups which developed this supreme
instinet ‘'of mutual aid could survive; the rest were
erushed gut in the struggle for existence. Is it a
matter for wonder if it he found that such a mag-
nificent soeial impulse, so vital to the struggling
groups of tribal- man, received periedical econse-
eration in the willing human saerifices so common
in primitive religious ceremonial? Bound up with
the deliberate manufacture of gods for the protee-
tion of the tribe and its works, there is indieated
a social recognition of the need for, and value of,
the: sacrifies qf.the in

o v

This noble impulse of soeis) solidarity is the
common inheritanee of all mankind. But being a
powerful soeinl foree it has lent itself to exploita-
tion. Therefore, with the development of elass rule
this great impulse is made subordinate to the class
interests of the rulers. It beeomes debased and
perverted to definite anti-social ends. As soon as

for the eommon .

the people hecome a slave class ‘‘the land of their
fathers” is theirs no more. Patriotism to them be-
eomes a {raudulent thing. The ‘‘country’’ ig that
of their masters alone. Nevertheless, the instinet
of Jayalty 1o the c¢ommunity is  too  deep-seated
to be eradicated so casily, and it becomes a deadly
weapon in the hands of the rulers against the peo-
ple themselves.

With the deeay of society based on kinship, re-
ligion changed also; and from being tribal and ex-
clusive it became universal and propagandist.
“Patriotism’’ at the same time began to dis-
tinguish itself from religion. The instinetive tribal
loyalty became transformed, by the aid of re-
ligion gnd the fiction of kinship, into  political
loyalty. In a number of instances in political so-
ciety, as in Tudor England, the struggle for pri-
ovity between religion and patriotism became so
acute as to help in the introduction of a more sub-
servient form of religion. ' Thus patriotism became
a mere aceessory to patriotism as handmaiden of

N ¥y

) iversal veligion did not split up at the
same time ag the great empire that gave it birth,
patriotism did %o." The latter has, in Yaet, always
adapted, enlarged, or contracted itself to fit the
existing pplitif-ul unit, whether feudal estate, vil-
lage; township, eountry, kingdom, re;)ul)liu or em-

(Continued on_Page Two)
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Trial

Before the Lord Justice General and a Jury, at
Edinburgh, on Thursday, 9th May, 1918

At Edinburgh on the 9th of May, 1918, John

Maclean, M.A., one of the ablest rmld most eour-
ageous fighters for Socialism that this country

has produced, was sentenced to five years’ penal -

servitude. The charges were brought under the
Defence of the Realm Regulations, for the viola-
tion of which Maclean had been previously sen-
tenced to penal servitude, and from whieh, in July,
1917, in consequence of the efforts of the Socialist
comrades in Russia and of the agitation in this
country, he was released after serving fifteen
months of a three years’ sentence. The remaining
eleven months of this term have been added to
his present sentence.

Maclean’s magnificent work for Socialism is
well known, and as the founder of the Seottish
Labour College, we helieve he will be gratefully
remembered beyond his own time.

Wijth Karl Liebkneeht, John Maclean shares the

honolir of being one of the first honorary vice- .|
presidents of the Russian Soviet Congress, and he

is also the Bolshevik Consul for Glasgow.

The trial of which an aceount is given in-the

followiig pages, aroused tremendous publie in-
terest, one of the most piquant ineidents being an
over-night mareh from Glasgow to Edinburgh, by
a body of enthusiastic supporters.

The speeches on which the various charges are

based, were delivered at a time wWhen; from vari-

ous causes, revolutionary feeling ran high in the
Clyde distriet and all over the country. This feel-

1 am a Socialist, and have been fighting,

and will fight for an absolute reconstrue-

tion of society for the benefit of all. I am

proud of my conduct. 1 have squared my

conseience with my intellect.”’—Maclean's
- Address ‘to the Jury.

and Sentence of John Maclean

ing was_not denied expression by Maclean, who
with noble disregard of possible consequences to-
himself, did not hesitate te say what others silent-
ly -and safely thought.

The above is_.ah. extract from the introduetion:
to the account, im pamphlet form, of the trial and
sentence of John Melean, M. A.

The pamphlet was first published by the Clyde
Workers’ Propaganda - Defence Committee and is
republished in this eceuntry by the ‘‘Western
Labor News,”” Winnipeg, Manitoba, under the
title, ‘‘Condemned, from the Dock.”” Price $6.50
per hundred, or 10 cents each. /

(Get this pamphlet and distribute it. It eontains
valuable propaganda matter. History will reverse
the verdict against John Meclean and it will yet
be seen that it. was mot he. that was under indiet-
ment, . but .the Capitalist system of bloodfests and"
intelléetual, moral and physical debaucheries. The
following words from MeLean’s address to . .the
jury, registers the thoughts  and sentiments of
bosts of .the inartienlate -milllons who have al-
ready passed judgment upon ‘Capitalism.

“I wish no harm to any human being, but I, as
one man Am geing to exercise my fTreedom  of
speech. No human being on the face of the earth,
no government. is going to take from me my right
to speech, my right to protést against wrong, my
right to do evomything that is for the benefit of
mankind. I am not here them, as the accused; I
am bere as the accuser of Capitalism, dripping
with blood from head to foot.”
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WHAT IS PATRIOTISM?

(Continued from [’age One)

pire. No political form has been too absurd for
it to fill with its loyalty. No discordance of race,
colour or language has been universally effective
against it.

What, then, is patriotism in essence of today?
It is usually defined as being devotion to the land

But is the land ef our
fathers from different
parts of the world. The political division of the
world in which we live is an artifiéial entity. The
land has-been wrested from other races. The na-
is the result of a conquest

fathers which

Ot

of our

rathers’ came many

tion. thev call “ours’
over original inhabitants, and over ourselves, by
Unlike the tribes-

hirelings, we posses no country.

ruling classes. free

\l!"n'('\\‘l‘.'('
men we gre
Nationality, of which patriotism is the supersti-
tion, covers no real entity other than that of a
It does
not “compromise any unity of race, for in no na-
tion is there one pure race, or anything like it.
“1t does not cover a unity of language, for scarcely
a nation exists in which several distinct languages
are not indigenous. Nor is it any fixity of terri-
tory, for this changes from decade to decade, while
the inhabitants of the transferred their allegiance,
their patriotism, to the new nation.
The Product of Analysis

The only univepsal bond of nationality or patri-
otism that exists for us today is, then, that of sub-
jection to a single government. Patriotism in the
worker is pride in the common yoke imposed by
a politically united ruling elass. Yet it is this
artifieial entity that we are called upon to honor
above lift itself. This badge of political servi-
tude is ealled an object worthy of supreme sacri-
fice. The workers are expected to abandon all
vital interests and sacrifice all they hold dear for
the preservation of an artificia) nagionality, that is
Jittle more than a manufactured unit of discord; a
mere focus of economic and pdlitical  strife.

Thus one of the noblest fruits of man’s social
evolution—the impulse of sacrifice for the social
existence—is being prostituted by the capitalist
<lass to maintain a system of exploitation, to ob-
tain a commercial supremacy, and preserve or ex-
tend the boundaries of a superflous political en-
tity. The workers are duped by the ruling class
into sacrificing themselves for the preservation of
a politico-economic yoke’ of a particular form and
color. Many so-called Soecialists have fallen head-
long into this obvious trap.

Had social solidarity developed in equal mea-
sure with the broadening of men’s real interests,
it ‘would now be universal in character instead of
national. The wholesale mixture of races, and the
economic interdependence of the whole world,
show that nationalism f8 now a barrier, and patri-
atism. as we know it, a curse. Only the whole
world can now be rightly called the land of our
fathers. Only in the service of the people of the
whole world, and not against those of any part of
it. can the instinct of social service find its highest
and complete expression. The great Socialist has
pointed the way. He did not call upon the workers
of Germany alone to unite. He appealed to the
toilers of the whole world to join hands; to a
whole world of labor whose only loss could be
its parti-colored chains. And in this alone lies the
consummation of that tribal instinet of social soli-
darity of which patriotism/. is the perverted de-
scendant.

. Something Better Than Patriotism

Capitalism, therefore, stands as the barrier the
destruetion of which will not only set free the
produetive forces of society for the good of all,
but will also liberate human solidarity and broth-
erhood from the narrow confines of nationality
and patriotism.. Only vietorious labor ‘can make
true the simple but pregnant statement: '‘man-
kind sre my brethren, the world is my. country™”’
Patriotism and nationalism as we know them will
then be remembered .only as artificial restrietions

«ommon oppression, a unified government.

e
e

Constituent Assembly Accepts the Soviets

The civil war waged against the, Bolsheviki and
the Soviet Government was organized and dir-
ected by the Constituent Assembly, which was dis-
solved by tiie Soviet government in Januray, 1918,
and the majority of which consisted of deligates
representing /the Social-Revolutionary “democrats”
co-operated’with Allied intervention, until they real-
ized that this intervention was directed against them
as much as against the Bolsheviki. But still they
persisted. until conquered in the civil war, aban-
doned by the masses; threatened by Kolehak and
the Allies, they lecided to accept authority of the
Soviet Governmennt. This decision is made public
in a manifesto “issuéd in the name of the Social-Rev-
olutionary Party and in the name of the President
of the the Constituent Assembly,”

and is as follows:

Congress of

“T'o the soldiers of the Popular Army, to the Si-
berian Cossacks. to the Czecho-Slovak
“Qoldiers—mobilized and volunteers—you entered

'rru:v‘ni

the army to defend the sovereignty of the people
and to save denwcratic Russia from German im-
perialism, which reduced it to slavery by the treaty
of Brest-Litovsk. In the name of the Pan Russian
Constituent Assembly, in the name of free Russia.
independent and united,you have fought against
Soviet authority.

“And during this time. behind our backs, in the
rear, they executed a coop d’'etat and get up the
Kolchak dictatorship, the representative of the
bourgeoisie and of the landed proprietors.

“The bourgeois dictatorship . signifies the com-
plete crushing of the proletariat and of the working
peasants, and the complete triumph of those enemies
of the workers, the proprietors and the capitalists.
It signifies the suppression of all the conquests of
the great Russian revolution and the overthrow of
the democratic regime and the re-establishment of
the old monarghical. reffitme. y ¢ .

The Siberian reactionaries have directed theirat-
tacks against democratic parties and -institutions.

of men’s sympathy and mutual help: as obstacles
to the expansion of the human mind; as impedi-
ments to the needful and helpful development of
human unity and co-operation; as bonds that bound
men to slavery; as incentives that set brothers at
each others’ throats.

Despite its shamelesss perversion by a robber
class the great impulse to human solidarity is by

no means dead. Economie factors give it an even
firmer basis, and in the Socialist movement it de-
velops apace. Even the hellish system of indivi-
dualism, with its doetrine of every man for him-
self and the devil take the hindmost, has been
unable to kill it. And in the great class struggle
of the workers against the drones, of the socially
useful against the socially pernicious, in this last
great struggle for the liberation of humanity from
wage slavery, the great principle of human soli-
darity, based upon the necessities of today and
impelled by the deep-seated instinets of the race,
will eom to fanll fruition and win its supreme his-
torical battle.

That is our hope and inspiration. For the
present, however, we are surrounded by the hor-
rors of war added to the horrors of exploitation,
and subjeeted to the operation of open repression
as well as to the arts of hypoerisy and fraud.
With the weakening power of religion to keep the
workers obedient, the false eunlt of nationality
and patriotism is being exploited to the full. Like
religion, patriotism has its vestments, its cere-
monies, its saered hymns and inspired music; all
of which are called in in aid of the class interests
of our masters, and utilized” desperately to lure
millions to the shambles to their benefit. Thus in
an heroic and glorious soeial impulse perverted
and debgsed to the support of a regime of wage-

stavery, and to the furtherance of the damnable-

policy of the slave-holding class: to divide and
rule. F.C. W.

They have arrested several members of the Con-
stituent Assembly, as well as Comrade Sourgouz-
chef and other militants of the Socialists-Revol-
utionary Party.

“But the most important changes have taken place
recently in Western Europe. Germany has met
witlt military,_defeat, and the treaty of Brest-Litovsk
annulled by the Soviet Government, has lost its
authority.

“German Imperialism no longer exists and the

-Austro-Hungarian Empire is a thing of the past.

Under the pressure of the working class of Germany
and Austria the thrones of the monarchs of these
overthrown. The authority
the workers.who,
under the red flag of the labor social revolution,

countries have been

has passed into the hands of

enter,, like their brothers in Russia, into the éra of

the world social revolution. That is what has
recently happened.

“Through fear of labor revolution at home the
former allies of Russia—England; France, Japan,
and the United States—naturally took the part of
Lourgeois dictatorship in Russia. The bourgeoisie
of Western Europe and of the United States de-
clared war against the Russian and German revol-
uttons.  The Allies would not reconize either the
authority of the Soviet Government or that of the
constitutional assembly

Kolchak and Denikine.

But they did recognize

““Under the pretext of fighting against Bolshe-
vism former allies revealed their intention, on the
one hand, of exploiting the situation of Russia,
and on the other,, of crushing democracy entirely
and consolidating the power of the bourgeois
reaction. .

‘““All those fundamental changes whiech have
taken place in the world situation and in Russia
have compelled: the members of the SociahRév-
olutioary Party to revise their program. Under no
circumstances can the Social-Revolutionary Party
support either bourgeois dictatorship or foreign
bourgeois intervention; but on the contrary, it must
supprrt the most resolute struggle against both
rational and international re-action in order that the
Russian revolution and the world revolution may
he victorous. ' This is not the time for fratricial
war among the workers.

“This is why the Executive Committee of &he
Congress of the members of the Constituent
Assembly asks all the soldiers of the popular army
to stop the civil war against the Soviet Govern-
ment, which, at the present historic time, is the only
revolutionary power of the exploited classes, and
turn theft amies against Kolchak, in order to crush
the exploiters.

“On its part, the Revolutionarv Committee
guarantees to detachments of the popular army
as well as to isolated individuals and groups who
voluntarily end the civil war against the power of
the Soviets and who voluntarily join with the Soviet
troups, that they wil be subject to no prosecution
on the part of the Soviet Governmennt. The same
agrecment apphes tc_the detachments which fight
Koichak. , '

“The members of the Social-Revolutionary Party
who accept this agreement will not be molested
because of their membership in the party.

“Soldiers of the Popular Army, Siberian Cossacks
and Czecho-Slovaks! In acquainting you with this
agreement, the delegation of the Social Revol-
utionary Party invites all sincere democrats, all the
peasants and all the workers to cease playing the
role of blind instruments in the vhands of the re-
actionary bourgeoisie, who, behind your backs,
beat down your own brothers. - We ask you to turn
vour arms against the bourgeois dictatorship of
Kolchak and to act in agreement with the Soviet
army.

“Long live the labor democracy of every country !’

“Long live the world social revolution!”
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Anti-Bolshevik Pro
A Peep

The following document has eome into our hands,

¥

“Lhis_can be done before you start your campaign

containing instruetions to managers of theatres 4°or perhaps the minister will be willing to preach

and advertising agents for moving pictures. It

states that a film is about to be released for tlie
circuit for the purpose of diserediting the ¥ol-
sheviki and Socialists generally., Preserve it. It’s
a gem and a fine example of the metb#ls and
ethies of the business world.

““Put up red flags,’’ it says, ‘‘and tken hire sol-
diers to tear them down.”” Even (f;?‘;iting riots is
good business. On this matt/r ‘“a word to
the wise,’” ete., is a good proverl

Take fake pictures (down ir’ Florida, .U. S, A.)
of this true ‘‘exposure’’ of tHe Bolshevik experi-
ment in Russia showing .nen and girls running
around in ‘‘home-made 1i¥ing-picture suits’’ (down
in Florida) and then lave speeial shows for chil-
dren. It will elev/té their merals by showing
them the immorslities practiced by the Bolshe-
viki (down in ¥orida, U. 8. A.). It’s coming.
Get your children ready to see this elevating
“true’’ piwyc;re play in which the Bolsheviki are
shown p“eticing bestialities (down in Florida,
U. 8. &).

And, Mr. Theatre Manager, get those soldiers

hired to tear down the phony red flags.
v" And—everyone ‘else, look out for those anti-
Bolshevik meetings! Aeccording to the Vancouver
““Sun’’ of April 24, the ecity council has already
been applied to for a permit and support.

for

The document says:

The showing of this play should he prepared
for well in advance. It will not yield the fullest
results to give an intensive three or six-day ad-
“Vertiiing earipaign. The newspaper work shotld
begin well in-advance ‘of the showing, if pos-
gible through a controversy on Soeialism.

Let the management write a ecouple of letters
attacking the socialistic theory and linking it up
with Bolshevism. There is almost certain to be
a reply from some local high thinker. Then the

battle is on.

Inaugurate a Controversy

“Work gradually to the contention that Soecial-
ism will not be possible in this or the succeed-
ing generation because people are not yet pre-
pared for liberty such as Socialism aims at.
Later work in allusion to the feature of the lim-
fted experiment - made by Upton Sinclair some
years ago at Halycon Hall, where the community
idea fell hecause all wanted to live without
working. All of this should he worked out under
a pseudonym. f 4 '

Then come out under your own signature and
apparently get into the controversy for the first
time, telling of ‘““Comrades.’”’ by the Rev. Thomas
Dixon, and adding that you will shortly show a
play drawn from the book whieh gives the resnlt
which has attended every such movement in his-
tory. Then start your straight advertising cam-
paign.
one to do it for you. vou ean run for a eouple of
weeks in the loeal daily, without ever suggesting
that the discussion has any advertising intent.

The Question of the Hour

Bolshevism is the question of the hour. Tt has
spread to every town and village. In some places
its adherents do not dare openly diseuss the mat.
ter, but they may have the courage to engage in
an anonymous disenssion.
vou-will-find eiveles apenly run. You will find ne
lack of opponents in the larger towns. Save all
of the clippings for lobby work when your apen
eampaign starts,
> You ean get the ministers to take this question
up. The subject is timely and most ministers know
that & well-advertised topic will draw the erowds.
‘Announce the sermon on your sereen for three or

four days in advance. :

If vou ean write cleverly or ean get some-,

In the larger . places

on the topic the Sunday before your opening, in
whic¢h. case take the advertising for the churech
directly into your house advertising. Have a
lobby frame announcing that the Rev. John Blank
will preach on this powerful play at the First
Christian Church.

Use Paper Plentifully

Perhaps you can go further and get some loecal
patriotic society to hold an anti-Bolshevik mass
meeting. It can be done. If your house is closed
on Sunday, lend your house for the meeting. If
vou ean run seven days, help the society get a
hall. It will repay you. Get out posted paper,
advising all to attend the meeting and then see
the play. There are both one and three sheets
which can be stripped to advantage in this eon-
nection. - Don’t think you ecannot pull this stunt
until you have tried.

When you get ready to do your direet adver-
tising, go to it strong. The cartoon one sheet is
exceptionally good. Get these all over town.
Don’t use less than fifty. Use a hundred if you
can. Use several of the six sheets. These deal
only with a side issue-of the film, but they are
flashy and striking. Use at least one twenty-four
and more if you can find the boards. It is not as
strong as the one or three, but the bigness will
help to create the impression of importanece.

This is a subjeet which ean be sold with paper.
Use plenty of it. (et more than you think you
can afford. If you are im a small town, go into
the nearby town with the one’s and in the city,
go heyond your ususl ddistriet with ones .and
threes. ' If you can get twenty extra people with
a dollar’s worth of paper, you ,re making a
direec profit and possibly some new patrons. If
you hive not the nerve to use plenty of paper,
leave the subject to your opposition.

Go After Factory Workers

If you have any factories in town do not over-
look the suggestion at the top of page nine of the
press book. There is not a factory owner who is
not at least secretly afraid of the growth of Bol-
shevism, and he has cause for fear. Go to him
with the private viewing or even with a good talk
on the film and he will buy blocks of seats for his
employees and their families,

This is not a fanatical propaganda picture where
bias spoils argument. It is a clean-cut study of
the reason why Socialism has not and eannot

There will be no reaetion upon the factory
It will

come.
owners after the picture has been seen.
help them more than they can realize.

And on the same lines, in your own advertising
do not advertise it is an argument against Soecial-
ism. Call it a study\ of Soecialism. Make this a
big talking point. ,

Get up such questions as ‘““Can a Man be _a”
“ocialist without drifting into Bolshevism?

Bring out one big space with a huge ‘‘Are you
a Bolshevist? Are you sure?”

Then run into your selling talk in small type—
an eight or ten point aceording to your space.
Make it plain in all your advertising that this is
not a faked-up story of Russian Bolshevigm. Don't
merely refrain from saying that it is. Tell that it
is not. Tell that it is the story of a socialistie
experiment. :

; Hook Up With ‘“The Birth"

Hook up with ‘‘The Birth of a Nation,”’ by
advertising that is from a story by the author of
““The Clansman,’’ from which ““The Birth of a
Nation” was ‘made. Do not overplay this angle,
for the story ean stand by itself, but it is worth
some use, :

Then tell about the produection. Tell that it was

paganda onltlié. Cinema
Behind the Scenes

figuring as the mythical Ventura. There are. sev-
fights in the picture. and some splen-

are used.

eral 2"1"1

did erowd scenes in whieh bundreds
Take up the items in detail. ~

Tell the socialistie chef goes, on strike be-
cause he {vants a salary, but is led out by the
heio’s chauffeur. whe used to be ;|.\\'hif(‘ hope,
and persnaded that he had better be good. Tell
the community gives a ball where some of
girls shock the spinsters by coming to the
dance in home-made living picture suits.

Play up the charaeter of Wolff, who started the
scheme to promote his own ends. while talking of
community interest. Tell how his wife, who fur-
thered his plans, is selected as the first victim of
his new divoree decree and changes her mind
Play up the angle of the rich

backed his son’s schemes to
show him how impractical Socialism really is.

Then use the ecombination in something like
““One man was a Soeialist for love of power. An-
other was guided by love for a woman. Both
talked of the good of the community to hide their
That is what Socialism is.”’

Make a Run of It

And finally, don’t make the mistake of book-
ing for a day. Unless you have a three hundred
house in a twe hundred town, with no neighbors
to draw from, book at least for three days. Let
first night’s audience tell the others and
bring them in.

Run an extra night show. Have a special show-
ing for sehool children. Work all of the crowd
stunts—Put up red flags abs._t town and hire sol-
jdiers to -tear” them down if necessary and then
come out’ with a flaming handbill, explaining that
the play is not an argument for anarchy. Have
the bills ready printed, that you may get thep; oat
quickly or the idea may boomerang. Work out
the limit on this and you'll not only clean up, but
profit by future business. '

(Emphasis ours.)

how

h':“‘\

the

about Soecialism.
man who secretly

own ambitions.

your

RUSSIA

That we are abundantly able to feed Russia is
indicated by the size of our winter wheat erop.
The Department of Agriculture has just estimated
that ecrop of 837 million bushels, the largest ever
grown. With a spring produetion of from 225 to
300 million bushels, we shall probably have a sur-
plus for export of 450 millions. Before the war
we exported 100 millions. And now our Consul
(ieneral in Buenos Ayres reports that Argentina
will have more than 150 million bushels for ex-
port berself —New Republie, April 19.
't

“GENE" DEBS .

Eugens V. Debs has gone to the West Virginia
penitentiary to begin ‘his ten-year sentence. ‘‘These
are pregnant and promising days,”’ said Debs. as
he entered the prison doors. “We are all on the
threshold of tremendous changes. The workers of
the world are awakening and bestirring themselves
as never before. All the. forces that are playing
upon the modern world are making for the over-
throw of despetism in all its forms and for the
emancipation of the masses of mankind. I shall
be in prison in the days to come, but my revo-
lutionary spirit will be abroad. and I shall not be
inactive. Let us all in the supreme hour measure
up to our full stature and work together as ome
for the canse which means emancipation for us .
all.” o

The New . York “‘Nation” of April 19 SaVs -
““These are words of wimple greatness, we may be-
lieve o' not in the underlying doectrine: we cannot
fail to ‘honer and te believe in the man.
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The White Man’s Burden

in this issue, we publish statements,
as to how it is faring with the back-

* .VV
races. to whom the ‘‘superior
’ of our

klsewhere
symtomatic
ward “‘inferior’’ )
white races are inmtroducing the ‘“‘culture’
‘s democratie civilization.”’
¢« Qur “‘civilized’’ press has been extremely busy
furnishing *‘information,’’ straining the credulity
even of themost credulous of its public, as to al-
leged atrocities in Soviet Russia, but is silent as
the grave, silent as the eynical sphinx, on the
atrocities committed on myriads of helpless peo-
ple, in the ‘‘dark’’ places of the earth, agonizing
under capitalist exploitation. Indja, Egypt, Af-
rica. or the thousand islands of the Southern Seas,
what of they‘? O ye perverters and suppressors
of knowledge!

Six million of Hindus have died in a few months
and in the press reports it has been attributed to
the “‘flu.’’ Yet the press knew that one of the
worst famines in the history of India.was Iag?mz
at the time when the plague, from the European
charnel house, reached that country. dt knew that
the havoc which resulted was due, not to the viru-
lency of the plague, primarily, but to the fact that
a starvipg population had not the vitality to re-
sist its attack. But this fact was suppressed. The
famine, so-called, is still raging, and, that it is not
due to the lack of productive capacity of the peo-
ple, we prove by quoting the following from the
«‘Labour Leader,”’ April 3, of London, England.
supplementing it with the assertion, which ecan also
be proved, that the exports of India have always
exceeded its imports.

Under the ecaption ‘“‘Famine in India.”’ the
“‘Labour Leader’’ states:

«The Labor News Service issued at headquar-
ters for this week draws attention to a terrible in-
stance of the way famine ean be created in a food-
pmduci-ng country. From thé trade returns for
1914 to 1917 it shows that wheat to the value of
millions of pounds was actually “‘exported’’ from
India, at the very time that the Indian poor were
dying in hundreds of thonmsands as a result of
high prices and want! Even as late as 1916-17 the
last vear given, £5969,971 (or 144 millions hun-
dred-weights of wheat), was exported from India,
of whieh eight million pounds’ worth came to
Great (the adjective reads strangely here) Britain
and the rest went to our allies, Ttaly and France.
Verily, it was ‘““War at any Price’’—and largely
a price we did not pay.”’

Tacking the price to buy the products of their
own labor., millions of the helpless helots of ecapi-
talist demoeracies must pay the price of their he-
lotry in slow starvation, in stunted, aborted lives
and in death. Under éabitalism, ‘‘price, or profit,
ja the essence of the case—not livelihood.”

And now meagre reports are coming through

that these poor people are révolting, and, while
suppressing all news as to eauses, the hypocritieal
press i8 professing astonishment at their base in-

gratitude after the care the whites have bestowed

upon them, and, darkly hints at German or Bolshe-
vik propaganda in order to eoveér up capitalism’s
slimy trail. In Egypt.'in Indix in Africa. we are
solving the problem for the benighted in the white

man’s ‘‘eivilized’’ way. The machine-gun, the
bombing plane and the liquid-fire hose, public exe-
cutions, lashings and whippings in the market
places and imprisonments. Ah, Rome! Rome!

We are ai.o solving the Russian “‘problem,”’
cultured westery .raees, by a fiendish jnstrument
known, by the ecultured name of ‘‘blockade.”’ One
hundred and eighty millions of men, women and
children must be starved and weakened into sub-
mitting to our culture. Conceive what this means
the such a process were al-
ready, perforce, inured to a-‘low standard of ex.
istence and there is no spread or margin left be-
and starvation. In order to
this blockade means, we will
“Labour Leader,”” of

we

when subjeets of

tween subsistence
understand

from

what
quote the London
April 3, again:

“The Greatest Crime’’—Under this heading,
““Humanite’’ (March 22) publishes a communica-
tion from a I'renchman who has been some weeks
in Stockholm, where he was able to learn some
facts about the blockade of Russia by the Entente.
He says:

‘““Even if the Bolsheviks had really committed
all the crimes they are charged with, the number
of their vietims would still be far less than the
number of victims made by the murderous block-
ade which the Entente Powers have established
round Soviet Russia.”’

“How is it,”” he asks, ‘‘that famine should be
so widespread in a pre-eminently agricultural
country like Russia?! The answer is two-fold—
first, it is partly due to the shortage of trans-
port, which the blockade is eontinuing, for every
effort made by the Soviets to import locomotives
and wagons has been defeated; secondly, the
blockade has prevented the importation of seed
and agricultural implements.

‘““The Soviets have done all they‘\gould to rem-
edy this terrible situation. They sent large sums
of money to Denmark to buy seed; and the Al.
lied fleet stopped the ships which were bringing
the consignments to Russia. They made similar
efforts to get agricultural implements from Swe-
den, with the like result.”

‘““Humanite’s’’ correspondent asks:

“‘In what respect are the Turkish and Bulgarian
atrocities, which have beéen so vigorously de-
nounced, worse than this refinement of bar-
barity?’’

A pertinent question, but its only answer is
dribble and drool and a rehash of the same old
discredited lies from our politicians, our pulpi-
teers and the ‘press. 5

The answer can only be furnished by the labor-
ing masses of the white races. Only they can

~stop—these world-wide horrors.

These peoples, writhing under the lash, agoniz-
ing, perishing by the millions almost unknown to
the world, shut off by silences and the perver-
sions of the eontrolled ‘‘news’’ services, await on
the white proletariat for' relief from their mis-
eries and oppressions. How long?! Or-shall we
pray for the swift coming of Thomas Hux-
ley’s comet? ’

SOCIALIST PARTY
OF CANADA

PROPAGANDA MEETINGS
" . SUNDAY, APRIL 27

At 8 p.m. Sharp

Corner Gore nndﬂutinp

FAMINE IN INDIA

The Labor News Serviee issued at headquarters
for this week draws attention to a terrible instance
of the way famine ‘can be created in a food-pro-
ducing ‘country. From the trade returns for 1914-
1917 it shows that wheat to the value of millions
of pounds was actually exported from India, at
the very time that the Indian poor were dying in
hundreds of thousands as a result of high prices
and want! Even as late as 1916-17, the last year
given, £5,969,971 -(or 14§ million ewts. of wheat)
was exported fromi India, of whieh eight million
pounds’ worth came to Great (the adjeetive reads
strangely here) Britain and the rest went to our
Allies, Italy and France. Verily, it was ‘“War at
any price ’—and largely a price we did not pay.

UNDER THE BRITISH FLA

1918,
the

of December,
from

The African
quotes the following
‘““Gold Coast Leader’’: -

‘““When en route to Mailuguri I stayed for a
couple of days at Bauchi where I eyed with pain-
ful surprise two women, having been stripped en-
tirely naked in an open market, being flogged 25
lashes each. Solicitously I hastened near and en-
quired from one of the spectators as to the cause
of this eyesore and by whose order. ‘By order
of Mr. Fitzpatrick,' he said, ‘because they were
arrested a few days back in the forenoon, and
sent to the Alkali by Mr. Fitzpatrick to be ex-
tremely punished for having passed through the
residency. To satisfy his master, the Alkali, with-
out hearing of the case, sentenced the accused to
six months’ imprisonment with hard labor each.
Immediately on hearing this, Mr. Fitzpatrick sent
for the Alkali and openly pronounced that these
unfortunate women, while serving their time
should receive 25 Jashes each in an open market .
every month.” ' As this seemed to me entirely du-
bious, T enquired a second time from an English-
speaking citizen who also related the like state-
ment. .

Not very long ago every person throughout the
British Empire was more or less acquainted with
the downright fact of the Jones, Baro and Zaria
whippings, and again women are now being flogged
at Bauchi entirely naked in an open market for
the mere reason that they had passed through the
resideney.

Telegraph,

monstrous story

SPANISH SOCIALIST NATIONAL CONGRESS

MADRID—Ten full days of exhaustive debate
marked the eleventh national Soeialist congress
held ‘here, and resulted in the adoption of ag-
gressive measures’ for extending soecialist pro-
paganda, especially into rural distriets; for lend-
ing a hand in the reestablishment of the inter-
nationale; for establishing soecialist day sehools
and womens evening schools; and for co-operating
with the general Union of Workers in a compre-
hensive study of all the problems of national life,
especially those affecting the workers.

The cengress expressed its sympathy with the
workers of Russia, Germany and Austria in their
struggl for a proletarian state..

At the réquest of Local Oviede, a resolution was
passed ealling’ upon the members of the party

. working in newspaper offices to make common

cause with their fellaw workers in case the workers

" .of any department of the office, whether it be ed-

itorial or managerial, decided upon & strike.
Pablo Inglesias was eleeted président of the ex-
ecutive committee and editor of El Soeialistia;
and - Comrades Besterio and Anguiano 'viee-pres-
ident and secretary, respéctively. 3
The *‘One Big Unien’' is having its troubles at
Versailles.

A handy text book—Vel. 1, *‘Marx’s Capital,”
now resdy. Get ‘one from the Secretary, 401
Pender street east: "
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Socialism and the Reward of Labor

E may now econsider, in the light of the

foregoing chapter,  what value belongs to
the labor of the present worker or workers gen-
erally, performed by them in the production of
wealth.

Needless to say the workers’ labor plays no part
in the actual produetion of land or the raw ma-
terial derived from it.

The workers, simply by means of their own in-
dividual and self-contained energy and intelli-
gence, without which, it is true, no material wealth
ean be produced at all, eontribute but a small
part to the general energy and skill which they
are instrumental in bringing into operation in
the factory. What proportion the labor of the
individual bears to the work and skill,
which is contributed by the general social organi-
of society, it is impossible to

worker

zation and culture
say.

We may guess at it, perhaps, by asking ourselves
the question (whieh is, indeed, as ridiculous as it
sounds)—hoy many pairs of boots, how many
yards of cloth, how many knives, or spades, or
chairs, or watches, or electric_motors, could a
present-day worker produce in a week, a month,
or a year, working eight or nine hours a day, were
he as destitute of the advantages of social co-op-
eration and culture as was the primitive cave-
man or a Jungle-boy like Kipling’s Mowgli,
brought up from babyhood outside human society?

Anl even if we eredit to the present day worker
the knowledge and skill which he has obtained by
education and experience from ecivilization, how
muech in the way of wealth production of any kind
could he produce in any given time by his own
labor were he unsustained by all kinds of socially
ereated food, clothing and shelter, and unaided

_.by._secially ereated means of produetion sand trans-

port—machinery, railways, ete.!
Finally, to sum up quite categorically the result
of this part of our inqury, we may say that:
The labor of each worker, in a workshop or fae-

tory hy itself alone is valueless. Thus, by himself’

alone, a workman in an engineering shop, a ship-
yard, a mine, a spinning factory, or in a rail-
way, could produce nothing fit for use.

The labor of all the work people assembled in
any given faetory’'or enmployment, would by it-
self, without the labor of workpeople in other fac-
tories or employment, be valueless—or more cor-
rectly speaking, impossible. Thus, the work of
engineers would be impossible without the work
done in the mines, the iron smelting works, and
on the railways; and would be valueless without
the work of the distributors and the ot ‘work-
people who make use of the tools and machines
produced by the engineers.

Similarly, the labor of workpeople in any given
trade, eraft, or occupation, would be impossible,
and valueless, were it possible, without the labor
of workpeople in other trades, crafts and oecupa-
tions. Thus, the labor of turners and fitters in an
engineering shop would be impossible and, were
ft possible, useless without the labor of the engine-
men, the draughtsmen and the pattern makers,
together with (afterwards) the labor of the ecart-
ers, railwaymen, and other distributors. So also
" the labor of the engine drivers or signalmen, or
<clerks or plate layers separately on the railways,
would be impossible and futile without the labor
of all-the other trades, crafts and occupations
connectéd with the railways.

Likewise with respeet to the products of Labor
themselves. - No single produect. however complete
in itself, would be of any appreciable value, with-
out the use of other produets, exeept in a com-
paratively few instances, such as bicyeles, chairs
watches, spectacles, and the “like self-sufficient

articles” Thus, a pen is of no use without paper-
a needle or sewing maehine without .

and ink;
thread; a locomotive without a railway track or
properly constructed road; a fire grate or pot

By J. BRUCE GLASIER

(From the ‘‘Labor Leader, April 3

Part IL.—THE VALUE OF LABOR

without coal or other fuel; a candlestick without a
candle, a motor car without petrol, an electric
lamp, "telephone or tramear without a dynamo and
generating station.

And once more (to repeat in a word the whole
burden of our Socialist argument and propheey)
we may say that without the existence of the gen-
eral community, its co-operation, its collectively
created science, skill, affections, wants, and poliey
of life, labor and production, as we know and use
them in eivilized society, ‘would be& impossible, and
even if possible (as by magic or a miracle) use-
less and valueless.

And thé right understanding of all this matter
constitutes the distinction between the position and
social outlook of the Socialist and that of the
Laborist. -

It is with the community as with the human
body. Without the separate cells, organ and
parts, the body could neither have life nor exis-
tence. Yet, nevertheless, all these cells, organs
and parts would not together of themselves form
a human body or create the senses, intelligence
and capaeity within it, without the collective
organization and the common life and mind which
belongs not to the cells or parts, but to the
primal germ and the whole existence of the body
as an organism.

mere

In certain instances it doubtless may fairly be
said that the capitalist does obtain a portion at
least of his profits from the under-payment of
his employees. Very likely he does so in the
specially sweated industries, %er where indentured
coglie and ' Chinese labor and the like is em-
ployed. when the standard of life of the poor
wretehes falls, if not beneath that of the cave-
man, at any rate, far below that of the free, self-
employed worker of pre-capitalist days.

But, broadly speaking, it is clear from our in-
vestigation that the profits of the capitalist are not
derived from the spoliation of the individual
worker whom he himself actually employs; but
from the spoliation of the whole mass of the
workers, not so much in their capacity as workers
as in their capacity as members of the community.

Not only have we found an answer to the ques-
tion: ‘“‘From whence does the capitailst derive his
profit?’”’ but we have foand a principle which
throws an important light on the question: ‘Is
not the worker entitled to the fruits of his own
labor?”’ _

If by his “own labor’’ is mea'ht his own labor
only, our reply surely must be that he is fully en-
titled to every particle of the fruits of it.

But heaven help him, and civilization as well,
if he, as a citizen, as a civilized man, is entitled to,
and going to be content with no more than the
fruits of his own individual labor as a worker!
He is poor enough as it is, but his eondition would,
in most instanees, be even more deplorable ‘were
he and his family to obtain in food and comfort
not more than the exact measure of what he could
. w) at he does produce by his own unaided in-
telli{ 4.~ and strength. As things now are he, in
all probabilivy, receives twice or thrice as much as
that.

What he does not receive, and what the workers

”»”

“in the mass do not receive, is their share as mem-

bers of the community, of the socially created in-
crement of wealth. And to that share he is en-

titled, not, simply because he is a worker, but be-

canse he is a man, a citizen, a member of the
brotherhood of sochty or the nation.

The worker is, in 'all truth, robbed * ﬂammlv
and unmerecifully by the ecapitalist. But the rob-
bery though perpetmed on him in the workshop,

pillages ‘him not so muech, if at all, of the fruits of
his own labor as a worker, but of his share that
belongs to him as a member of the brotherhood
of the community, of the collective produce of the
colfective labor, genius and skill of thé whole of
society. This the ecapitalist does by paying him
wages—wages which enable him to obtain only a
share of the collectively produced
wealth as remains after the capitalist has eonsid-
erably depleted the store by his rent and profit.

[Editor’s Note: The writer’s terinology when
he uses the word ‘‘robbery’’ is .sjl'iemiﬁéally in-
The term ‘‘rgbbery’’ has an ethieal
meaning and ethics have no place .in the field of
economic science. This science deals only with
“‘necessary results which flow from the existing
method of production. This method is a histori-
cal product, a product of the evolutionary pro-
cess. Social wrongs which flow from this method
of production are not to be charged to the mali-
ciousness or wickedness of men. Indignation at
the results of a faulty and out-of-date social or-
ganization is justifiable but it adds not one iota to
that understanding of causes; which is a prime
necessity, before effects can be suceessfully dealt
with. The worker is exploited legally by means
of the wages system and to use terms yhich ir-
ply otherwise is to obscure the issue and divert
the attack from the real cause of exploitation, the
system itself.]

And in fighting, as the worker is now bégin-
ning to do (chiefly as the result of a better under-
standing of his own his fellows’ plight, and of the
hope of deliverance from it, which he has gained
from Socialist téaching) he is fighting, not really
as he imagines he is doing, for the mere fruits of
his own labor, as a wage-earner, but for the com-
mon fruits of social eco-operation, progress and

in so much

correct.

" eivilization .. which “aré his own and his fellows’

heritage and right as members of the common-
wealth.

- i o -

THE ECONOMICS OF AN INDEMNITY UNDER
PRODUCTION FOR SALE

Is an indemnity a good thing or a bad thing
for the country which receives it?

It is like any
money gift, good or evil according to the use you
make of it. It will probably be agreed that the
best use to which we could put an indemnity
would be to pay off our debts. Suppose that we
succeed in obtaining an indemnity from Germany
for the whole of our war expenditures. We will
assume that we agree to receive the amount in
bonds, say £6,000,000,000, since Germany eould not
be expected to pay us in eash. We. will suppose
further that every creditor of the British Gov-
ernment would be willing to surrender his hold-
ing of British war bonds and reeeive an equivalent
aminunt of German bonds in exchange. In effect
that would mean that all the ‘savings which we
might _have aecomplished during the last four
and a half years, but which had in faet been
squandered, economically speaking., in the waste
of war, were recovered and invested in German
securities. Until the capitdl sum w. = paid, we
should enjoy year in and year out, without any
effort of our own, an inecome, an annual flow of
goods and services to the value of £300,000.000.
That might be a fine thing for the ‘‘rentier,’”’ for
holders of bonds. but the proletariat might view
the thansaction with a different eye if it .were
found that our industries were depressed and half
ruined in the proeess, and, by the stimulus given .
to her manufactures, the commercial supremaecy
«f Bermany was established in their stead.—From
#n article in the New York ‘‘Nation’ of April
12. by Sir Charles Addis, director of the Bank of
England.

Propaganda meetings every Sunday night, at 8
o’clock, Empress theatre, corner Gore and Hastings,

)u
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(Published in two parts, as a contributicn on the

“‘Determinism.””—From an exchange.
Historic Inevitability

All the ¢onditions and changes that have been

and changes

svﬂ.jm" of

referred to (past social econditions
dealt with in a previous article) are reducible to
two factors: the material conditions on the, one
hand and the mental attitude, understanding and
interpretation corresponding to them and grow-
ing out of them, or as Marx has put it, ‘‘the ma-

terial world transformed by mental assimilation.”’

Human aetion is governed by two limitations:

1. Objectively, by the inherent nature of things
and physical conditions and their laws:

2. Subjectively, by those of the possibilities in
nature which- we are able to perceive, or of whose
presence we are aware. The mere fact that a pos-
eibility exists does not make it available until we
awaken to a realization of its existence

The fornier is absolute, it is the lunitation of
human development not at a given time and place,
but for any and all times. It beongs to the sphere
of philoposphy and metaphysies which treats of
human aetivity aceording to its potential possi-
bilities, and seeks to define the abstract theoreti-
eal boundary of human possibilities. The {faet,
for instance, that we cannot coneeive of anything
that is infinite but ean deal only with things that
are infinite, is a case of this character.

ut while the principles underlying human de-

velopment ean be dealt with in this abstract form,

the development itself is a conerete historical pro-

By MAURICE BLUMLEIN

cess. “‘Man makes -his: own historv but he does
it out of eonditions chosen by himself, but out of
such as he finds close at hand.”’ His progress is
hased on econditions that are givem and his under-
standing of them; is determiined and
guided aceordingly.

Furthermore, . where the material conditions are

his aetion

the same in one case as in another. it does not
n:ply of neecessity that the history of the one must
i the same as that of th> owner. For if this
identity of conditions does not meet with a simi-
lar identity of mental interpretation the course
f tetion will be different, just as different indi-
viduals under the same set of .~.'~m]i1ic.n~.nm‘\- do
entirely different things.

The change from feudalism to
Japan for instance, was an entirely different pro-
cess than in the case of England or Franee, and
toek an inecomparably shorte: tiLie. for Japan was
in a position to borrow and ircorporate the indus-
trinl development of the westera natious. “‘Tad
the Japanese been compelled to develap the stage
of, v estern eivilization independently it would have
t<ken surely hundreds of years. not to mention
thovsands. whereas they have done this in a few
decades. just as they assimi‘ated the civilization
of China previously.”’

(m the other hand, Engiand waz a pioneer in
ani*alist development, and under such eonditions
the rate of progress is necessarily slower. It is
necessary to experiment, to try many ways before
‘‘nding the best one, to malka errors in order to
knaw that they 2re errors, thiy doing often the

capitalism in

Economic and Menshevik Determinism

not make it out of .whole cloth; he does not make
wrorg thing in order to find the right way in the
cnd: in short, it"is the me hed of progress from
“ucwn to the unknown.
was in a position t¢ borrow the mental
¢ vipaent of the western nation: whereas the
lztter nad to solve a similar sitnation with inferior
knowlidge. [Under such cirenmstances. history is
not a duplication of processes, it i evolution by a
different path, and a shorter one. The changes
wlich were historieally inevitable in the case of
the western nations, did not have to be adopted
in Japan by repetition; she was in position to
1.cet the same sitnation materially, with a superior
capaeity mentally. .
Historie inevitability does not mean therefore
that similar material conditions must lead to iden-
tical views, or must be dealth with in the same
manner. It does mean this, however,—that what-
ever the possibilities of a situation may be ob-
jectively the choiece of action is limited to those
of the possibilities which a soeciety is in a pesition
to grasp according to its mental capacity and de-
velopment, and that what it does not perceive:is
as good as non-existent for the time being. That
is the real significanece of historie inevitability as
distinet from fatalism which pre-determines s
single unalterable eourse of acticn irrespective of
all subjective pos<ibilties; the fatalist point of
view is hopeles.'y inadecvate i consequence, ‘o
explain why 1ne seme ecnditvns do not alwass
lead to the same results
Next Issue: Ecoromic Determinism
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GOING HOME

Perhaps you have heard the remark, or nu.id(.e it
‘‘These radicals are strong for socialism

But you never notice any of them
going back home to the countries where So«-ia!ism
is actually established.”” Now comes the Savm_gs
Bank section of the American Bankers’ - Associa-
tion with the report that more than 1,300,000 ‘for-
residents of this ecountry have either
gone hack home or are preparing to go, in ans.\\'er
to the call of the Bolshevik. Does the .\‘avn.uzﬁ
Bank section rejoice! No. It calls the sitnation
s‘glarming.’”’ For it seems these people are dr:l“*
ing their money from the banks, selling their l.lh‘
erty bands and houses and preparing to take \m.h
them an actual four-fifths of the total currency 1in
eireulation and,in reserve in the United States be-
fore the war. *‘This is certainly serious,’’ says the
statement of the Savings Bank Section. What
ought a good patriot to do about it ?—New Repub-

lie, April 19. ‘
Note: The ‘““Stay in America League

ready been organized.

yourself :
over here.

eign-born

** has al-

“The man who goes out to fight for his coun-
try is a brave Briton: the man who eomes home
to. fight for his missus is a bloomin’ Bolshevik.’’

“T am not a Bolshevik. “A Bolshevik owns his

own land. I own none.’’—Casey, in the lahor

Leader.

“Qoecialism has never suceeeded.”” Mr. Bynar

Law told the women workers.
Yt Hag nevor Leen tried,’”” one of them retort-

ed

“Tt is not sueceeding in Russia.’’ said Mr. Law..

How does Le know? And if it is not succeed-
ing in Russia why « 11 mot Bouar Eaw and his
kind allow a Soeisli-t mission to go te Russia to
see what is happeni 'z there® Roeialism is prob-
#bly succeeding so weil in F.sxia that either it
must be ru.ppressed or the facts of its suceeds
nmst be kept secves .

Clippings From the

WHO WAS RESPONSIBELE FOR THE DEFEAT
OF GERMANY?

General Hoffman, head of the German delega-
tion at Brest-Litovsk and who translated the oily
words of the Austro-German diplomats into the
brutal language of the sword, testifies in an inter-
view with a correspondent of the New York
‘““Globe’’ and the Chicago ‘‘Daily News’’ that,
‘‘Germany was not beatéen on the western front.
Neither Marshal Foeh nor Field Marshal Haig nor
GGeneral Pershing defeated the German armies.
Germany was defeated by an upstart named Lenin.

““You ask me what I consider lost the war for
GGermany. My answer is Bolshevism. [ will tell
you the exaet moment that marked the beginning
of the end. It was when General Ludendorff tele-
phoned me at the headquarters on the eastern
front from France te sign péace—peace with any

Russian able to write his name.

“‘But immediately upon signing with the Bol-
sheviki 'we discovered that we had been evaquered
by them instead of having conquered them. Our
victorious army became rotten with Bolshevism.
Our military machine became the printing press of
Bolshevik propaganda. We did not dare to send
a corps of the German Bolsheviki to the western
front. What is worse: theusands of Bolsheviki
entered Germany. It was Lenin and the Bolshevik
propaganda that defeated Germany, undermined
our morale ond stirred up the quack Socialists in

Replying to the rather naive question of the eor-
respondent  as to whether the German military
machine. was harmed by Scheidemann’s ‘‘Soecialis-
tic propaganda,’’ General Hoffman answered:

“No! Scheidemann was il  right. Russian
agents did it and German fanaties like Lieb-
knecht.”’

Press

SOCIALIZATION OF THE COTTON nmuﬁir

We read that there is a movement among the
cotton ‘“‘hands’’ in favor of taking the whole
manufacturing business out of the hands of the
employers and socializing it. like the mines and
the railways, in the interesis of the whole ecom-
munity. High time this should he done. The his-
tory of the manufacture of ecotton in Laneashire
is a° foul disgrace, not only to (Great Britain, but
to humanity at large. the greater
part of the nineteenth century the eonditions of
the workers in the ecotton industry were more
abominable than decent slave-owners wounld have
permitted under chattel slavery. The fortunes of
the wage-slave drivers of Lanecashire were built

Thronghout

up, in the first instance, by the wholesale sacri-
fiee to the Moloch of eapitailsin of children of ten-
der years. When théy wer: prevented by law
from this immolation of babes they still refused
to look upon men and women and half-timers as
other than their natural vietimz. Things arve little
hetier today. . let those who doubt it go and ex-
amine the principal towns of Lancashire.—Justice,
April 3. -

The protest of the Freéneh Confederation Gen-
erale du Travail against the League of Nations
Covenant is a serious matter. The G. G. T. cor-
responds to the American Federation of Labor in
this country, and its support is vital to the league.
But the G. G. T. has placarded Paris with this
declaration: - ‘“‘Our diplomats offer us a projeet
of a League of Nations whieh is.not the Society
of Nations suech as was deseribed in the fourteen
points of President Wilson. . . . The French work-
ing ¢lass, faithful te its conception of a war on
war, rises against the sabotage of peaee.’’—New
Republie, April 19.
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THE SAME GOAL

Charles E. Hughes predicts downfall for Bol-
shevism in Russia and says ‘‘it does not deserve to
be e¢ounted even as soeialism.”” DBut he war-

ranted in making this prediction or correct in his
description of the movement. Fenine has been

in power for nearly two years and can claim to
lead ‘““the oldest popular administration in Conti-
nental Europe.”” DPremiers and cabinets of long-
established governments have come and gone while
" this grim revolutionist has held undisputed con-
trol. What chance is there that hé will be over-
thrown if his followers see him treating on equal
terms with other powers and are told that revo-
lution is spreading all over 'the world? To say
that Lenine, in his objeets, is anything but a Marx-
jan international socialist seems to us to misread
In advoeating dictatorship by the
proletariat—that is, the workmen of the cities --as
the original step the ‘‘emancipa-
tion’’ of the peasant population, aud,later a gen-
eral leveling, he is in accord with the great genius,
Karl Marx, who gave form to modern socialism.
if his end is a simple communal state praetically
without laws, he does not disagree with the
iigs of Friediich tpgels—Marx’s right hand'’—
cr vith the drea:r of other soecitalis  patlosophers
' he differen« hciveen Bolshevis.. ard Menshe-
visie as it apn:a s in the works of the tv o schools
is almost entire'; a difference 1: immediate prac-
1 val methods ot ioritging the prole avar dictut -r-
ship about. Lenine is for the ‘“‘direct method,”’
for violent domination ; the others for orderly poli-
tical processes. It is no surprise to learn from

is

his writings.

toward, - first,

Wli-
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Simeor: Strunsky, who looks upon socialism with
the indulgent eye of a good-humored student, that
the So-ialist Conference at Berne was overw'ieln-
ingly against the ways of Bolshevism. But so
were the liberals of the world against the methods
of the French revolutionists, who nevertheless. al-

most broke the heart of Europe before their mad-

Mﬂfe to an end.—Collier’s Weekly, e

e

ART UNLEZR THE BOLSHEVIKS

The general impression conveyed to the reader
of the English Press is that the Bolshevik regime
is one of sheer destructiveness; that art has per
ished and morals gone entirely by the board. The
lie about the marriage law has been sent all round
the world, and though now admitted by the New
Europe to be a lie, the mischief has been done.
Now we learn on unimpeachable authority that
life in Moscow provides more aesthetic pleasures
than London: Chaliapine is singing nightly to
packed houses in opera—French, German, Italian,
as well as Russian; the ballet is in full swing;
and on any evening in the week the theatres offer
a wide choice of classical and -modern plays—
Shakespeare and Moliere, as well as Techekov and
Gorki. Moreover, in Petrograd the Hermitage
and Alexander I1I. museums are now more full of
pictures than they ever were before. They ate
well looked after, no pictures have been stolen
or damaged. On the cohtrary, many people have
sent to these galleries the best works out of their
own private collections. As regards the terrify-
ing statistics given as to the decline in the popu-
lation of Petrograd it should not be forgotten that
it has long been the deliberate policy of the Rus-
sian Government—a - policy attempted by Keren-
sky, unsuceessfully, and ecarried out, successfully,
by the Bolsheviks—to induce the inhabitants of
Petrograd to evacuate.

WOMEN WANT WORK, NOT DOLES

We heartily congratulate all connected with the
women’s deputation to Mr. Bonar Law upon the
stand they have taken on behalf of women who
want to do good and useful work for the com-
munity, instead of receiving official doles in order
to keep them quiet. That ix the right spirit. Work
for ALL: Overwork for none. The numbers of
unemployed are mounting up by leaps and bounds.
—Justice.

Russia Under the Soviets

Being a series of articles based upon an interview with Wilfred R. Humphries, American Red Cross
man, recently returned from Russia

By W. A. PRITCHARD

FOREWORD

Wilfred R. Humphries, a bright, mentally
alert, young fellow, haling originally from
Manchester, Eng., met me in the office of the
Seattle Daily ‘‘Union Record.”” I had heard
of his projected lecture for Seattle, which he
was to make a Aew days later, assisted by
lantern slides made from photographs taken
by himself and others. Knowing that it would
be’ impossible to come to Canada, yet realiz-
ing the value of the material he carried, I
pressed for an interview—'‘if you are not too
tired through travelling,’’ I suggested.

“‘Oh, no!’’ said he, ‘‘I will only to be too
pleased.’’ -

The simplicity of his story and the calm-
ness, yet earnestness, with which he gives his
facts; the quick response to any and all ques-
tions, make him a most valuable addition to
small, yet growing, cotorie of enthusiastic
apostles of a much-maligned “and traduced
working class Russia. It is impossible to
record all the information he imparted, nor
the vivid impressions he made.

This series of articles is based upon the ac-
tual interview, supplemented by other writ-
ten matter which he passed over to me in
answer to many questions.

““You have met Lenin, Trotsky, Kollantay?’’ I
asked. almost as soon as we were introduced.
““Yes,”’ he replied, ‘‘and Kollantay, is a most re-
markable, a most wonderful woman.”’ ‘‘Did you
see the dissolution of the Constituent Assembly?’’
was my next query. ‘‘¥Yasl’’ and here he laughed
as though the recollection amused him,”” I saw
the big Lett sailor place his hand on Chernof?’s
shoulder and tell him that it was time to go home
to sleep, that the guards were tired and they had
talked long enough.”’ B

He told me of the confident smile that Lenin
wore and how, having been up all the previous
night—he laid himself down beside the presidium
while Mensheviks and others saviours of the bour-
geois order talked and talked as though Russia’s
economic salvation depended on mere volubility.
Then I got from him, as already stated, the fol-
lowing story. It is not presented in the order in
which 1 got it, but as best suits, in my opinion,
the purposes of this series.

Means of Propaganda, Correction of Mistakes and
Attitude Toward America

“1 preached Moscow,’’ said Humphries, *‘just as
Kerensky was being overthrown and the Russian
army was breaking up. The people felt that
Kerensky had failed to represent them:; he hadn’t
got at the fundamental problems related to the
distribution of the lands and the control of the
industries. He had kept too close to the old order
of things, that the people were determined to
overthrow. The troops were glad to quit because
they were sick-and tired of the war and because

they had never understood what in the world they

were fightiig for.”
What Kind of Propaganda Was Put Out by the
Scviets and How Did They Manage to Get
It to the Germans

““The pamphlets and leaflets were taken over to
Germany by airplanes and were smuggled across
the border at night by Russians who had formerly
been prisoners in Germany during the fraterniz-
ing period. Then, too, the Russians did a lot of'
work among the Germans by distribnting pamph-
lets that consisted largely of illustrations, with
very little reading matter. the kind the simplest
peasants could understand. They also sent iwa-
terial that would appeal to the trained Socialists.
T have amongst my effects a picture of the build-

ing that- used to be eccupied by the Geérman em-
bassy<in Petrograd. Could I show it to you now
you would observe that the windows.are boarded
up. and that a big banner hangs from the side
containing the words of Karl Marx. ‘Workers of
the World. Unite.’

““Those words, by the way, are auoted again
and again all over Russia, often with the w(ﬁdq
that belong with them, “You have nothing to lose
but your chains.” The revolutionists were great
propaganda. They Bolshevized the
two million and a half Austrians and the half-
Yl.li”i()ll Germans that were interned in the Rns-
sian prison camps.

believers in

They didn’t rely on spoken
and printed appeals alone.
oners good treatment:
dom.

They gave the pris-
It included plenty of free-
They also let the prisoners see for then-
selves the construetive work the Bolshevist gov-
ernment was doing.

““One consequence was that when the (terman
military commission came to Russia to arrange for
the transfer of the German prisoners they de-
cided to take back only the officers. They knew
the officers were close to the military x_\'st‘em and
hard to convert. They didn’t want the common
soldiers to spread the Bolshevist spirit through
the army. TIn faet, while T was in Russiz I learned
that the German authorities wouldn't tolerate any
reference to the revolution whatsoever.’’

What Was the Feeling Generally of the Russian
People to America?

““They trusted her. They greeted all
cans over there cordially.
derstood them.

Ameri-
They thought we un-
They thought we’d let them try

~their great experiment.. They were very happy

over_the reference that President Wilson made in
the fourteen points to the treatment of Russia by
her sister nations during the months to come as the
a(-i‘d test of their sincerity. Gradnally it dawned
upon them that even President Wilson's own coun-
try was not going to meet this acid test very suc-
cessfully. It was a blow to them when America
intervened. They had plans for trade development
with the U. S. They had decided not to allow
goods made by cheap labor in the Orient to come
into Russia. They wanted to import large quao-
tities of machinery and goods, all of which they
insisted should bear the union label.”’

But Didn't the Russian People Make Some

Blunders?

““Yes: at the beginning of the revolution they
made the mistake of swinging too violently from
centralization to, decentralization. They wanted
to get demoeracy just as elose to the people as
they possibly could. One result was that there
was a certain amount of confusion in the man-
agement of affairs; too many committees: You
would get distracted appealing from one to the
other. Very quickly, however the Russians in
power saw their mistakes and made ecorrections.
And they have succeeded in winning over many
of those who opnsed the revolution. The novelist,
Maxim Gorky. for instance, when he saw what
was being done 'in the way of constructive social
work, eeased his opposition. He is now an active
foree in the new government and he has been
made commisar’ for the people’s education.’

Next Issue: No. 2—Land Policy, Attitude

Toward Co-operation, Desire to Fight German

Imperialism, and Offer Made to Allies.

COMPETITION IN THE WORLD MARKET

A few weeks ago there appeared in a Manchester,
Eng., paper, an advertisement offering Japanese
cotton goods in the British coton-opolis., Another
Manechester paper drew attention to-this advertise-
ment, and pointed out the seriousness of this
threatened competition.
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Thz\Wrongs of Egyptian Peasants

AN APPEAL TO LABOR AGAINST THE CRIME By DR. L. HADEN GUEST, MC, LC.C—FROM THE ‘LABOR LEADER,’ APRIL 3

I the many failures of the Executive Gov-
O ernment of this eountry during the war,
Egypt is one of theé worst.

The whole Eastern question has been misman-

aged.
India

davs. and Lier sons refused either eommissions or

British

was treated with contempt in the- early

the right to serve along with other sub-
jeets.

Then there was the terrible disaster of the op-
erations in Mesopotamia, eondueted by the Gov-
ernnient of India: the almost equally bad disaster
of Gallipoli; and then, the chronie disaster of the
maltreatment of the Egyptians, with its result—
The blight of incompetent

East and it seems worse in

the present rebellion.

offieialism is on the
Egypt than in India.

The Exeecutive Government might
the situation had they but
they have failed, Labor must take up the respon-
gilibifv and help thoke who are too weak to help

saved
when

have

wished. now,

themse!ves.

The Cause of the Revolt

The faets are briefly these:

On Decemher 18, 1914, Egypt was formally de-
elared a British protectorate, and we became en-
tirely responsible for its government and adminis-
tration. We declared Hussein Kamil to be Sul-
tan (no longer Khedive), and he has since been
succeeded by the Sultan Fouad, who is reigning at
the present But the Sultan of Egypt
only takes important action on the adviece of thg

moment.

High Commissioner N‘pl‘e.\'ﬂltil;ﬂ H. M. the King.
Sir Reginald Wingate was appointed to this of-
fice on January 1, 1917, but’is now in England,
and all power at the moment is in the hands of

General Allenby, who is virtually dictator.
During the war Egypt has been under exeeed-
ingly severe military restrictions amounting to a
very large measure of martial law, and goverped
on the eivil side by the fiats of the High Commis-
sioner and oif the military by the orders of the

General Officer in Command of the Forees in

Egypt.

The High Commissioner receives his orders from
the Foreign Office and the G. O. C. from the War
Office. The Home Government, therefore, is direet-
ly responsible for the executive acts of the eivil
and military sides of the Egyptian Government.

When it became necessary during the war to
raise a large body of .men for transport duties,
road-making and other work on the lines of com-
munications of the army in Egypt reecourse was
naturally had to the men on the spot, the Egyp-
tian Fellaheen. )

The Egyptian Fellah, or peasant, of whom there
are about 11000000 in all Egypt, is a simple,
laborious, almest - entirely illiterate, man. The
vast number of these people are Mohammedans,
and they live in the little villages of mud-hovels
mé in the small towns and large towns of Egypt
all along the eourse of the Nile.

Their living depends on their daily work in
their fields; they are intensely conservative and
home-loving. ' So big a factor is this in their char-
seter - that there are praetically no Egyptian
sailors, the vovage even to Greece taking. them
too long away from their homes. = Their physical
and mental character seems much the same now as
2,000 vears ago. Besides the Fellaheen there are
about 1,000,000 other people in Egypt, including
all the Europeans, and this 1,000,000, who eorres-
pond roughly to the educated and propertied
elasses, include the small group of eduecated non-
Buropean Egvptians, who are ‘“nationalists.”” To
the peasantry our ecivil and military administra-
tors turned for help when men were needed, and
devised a plan of ‘““voluntary’’ enlistment in the
Labor Corps, Donkey Transport Corps or Camel
Transport Corps, for service with the E. E. F.

Forced Labor for the Fellaheen

was to be for six

. The

wmonths (as-a-rule), ‘the rate of pay good from

period of enlistment

the peasant standpeint, and food, clothing, blan-
kets and tentage were also to bé provided.

A ecertain number of men enlisted readily
enough. Then there came a pause, and men were
still required. Orders were then sent round to
stimulate the recruiting, and eventually a press-
gang method was established. A friend deseribed
to me how it was done.

’

A party of *“recruiters’ would go up to one of
the little mud villages (many look like big ant-
hills) and wait for dusk when the fellaheen would
return from the fields. When they returned they
were ‘‘rounded up’’ like ecattle, and the suitable
ones picked out and enlisted. If they refused to
‘““volunteer’’ they were lashed with the Egyptian
shorthide whip until they changed their minds.

There were hoys of 14 taken and men of 70 or
even ovér.

The medical examination, if any, was a farce,
and men gravely ill were sent to do military
duties. Onece the men were enlisted discipline
was maintained by the free use of the lash, and
whippings were %o common that a medieal officer
told off to oversee the administration of the pun-
ishment arranged to have his ‘‘sick parade’’ and
his. ‘““whipping parade’’ at the same time, the
whipping parade heing quite near to his tent
where he saw the sick, so_that he could overlook
both funections (with little agility) at the same
time.

‘‘They Died Like Flies’’

The men received their pay regularly, I under-
stand, but rations werg.often deficient, and eloth-
ing, blankets and tentage very often deficient. In
the winter of 1917-18 Egyptians died like flies as
the result of epidemies of typhus fever and other
diseases, cold and insufficient food.

The medieal arrangements for the men were
entirely inadequate, and the sickness rate and
death rate would prove interesting, if grim read-
ing, if they could be ¢btained. KEgyptians were
treated so brutally in their ewn units that they
were afraid to report sick, and those discharged as
permanently unfit on mediecal grounds were not
exempt from being recruited again by the next
press-gang- party which eame to their village. Very
frequently indeed also men were kept beyond the
stipulated time. of their contraet service, and our
word as Britons broken.

In addition to these raids on the homes of the
fellaheen for men we also requistioned nearly the
whole of their donkeys and their camels—at any
rate, all the good ones.

Of eourse, these animals were paid for, but the
peasant cultivator could not make a few piastres
do the work of a four-footed assistant. Also we
bought up much food,-and directly and indirectly,
as a result of the presence of large bodies of
troops in Egypt, the eost of living went up tre-
mendously without a eorresponding rise in wages.

Before November last the Egyptian papers even
—whieh are ecensored as to praetiecally every word
by a semi-milifary effitial<were reporting riots
around food stores and shops, where half a dozen
people were killed. In Alexandria practically all
the poorer classes were underfed—Egyptian and
European alike.

Is it very remarkable, therefore, that we were
hated and detested in Egypt,and that it was eur-
rently said :that all Egyptians were pro-German?

What I have said hitherto is the economie soecial
foundation of the ‘‘trouble.”

But this has not contented our Tmperialists.
We have conquered Mesopotamia, Palestine; Syria
and Turkey-——and been studiously mysterious and

vague about what we are going to do with these
countries. Are we going to turn the Arabs out!
That is a question which Egyptians of the highest
standing could not get answered when they asked
it of those in power. How, then, should the Arab
in his village get an answer? _

And the rumor ran from village to village, from
camp to camp, of some vague disaster overhang-
ing the Arab Moslem world from the infidel Frank
world. Is it any wonder we lighted up religious
fanaticism against us?

In the east ‘‘nationality’’ does not exist as it
does in the West, and its place is taken in Egypt,
Palestine) Syria and adjoining countries by the
sentiment of religion. Men feel thepselves one
as Mohammedans. Egyptian nationalism is thus
only the loecal expremion' of Near Eastern Moham-
medan religious feeling—and the more dangerous
for that reason.

A Labor Must Act
The whole of the Near East is in a dangerous

ferment. We have treated the Egyptians with
gross injustice; we have not cared for their ele-
mentary human needs as it was our bounden duty
to do: we have stirred up Mohammedan religious
feeling against us; we are now playing the fatuous
game of ‘‘high polities* with the destinies of races
and continerits as though they were card counters.

l.et Labor insist on the immediate despateh to
Egypt of a. small commission armed with full
powers to examine witnesses, report and aect with
the same rapidity as the Coal Commission has done.
And let Labor insist on having half the members
of that commission its own nominees, of which a
proportion shall be Egyptians nominated by the
Labor members after arrival in Egypt and con-
sultdtion with the Egyptians there. ' - —

We cannot and do not trust the Foreign Office.
We must have an open commission and a common-
sense and humane settlement.

Not machine guns, but reason and humanity are
needed. The Egyptians are men as we are men,
and enjoy and suffer as we enjoy and suffer. They
are weak and unorganized; many, nay, most, are
illiterate and unlearned in ways of governments
and rules of diplomacy—Ilet us then of the Broth-
erhood of Labor take these younger brothers under
our protection, and say to the government: ‘‘Give
these men justice and reparation for wrong. They
are our brothers, and we fight for them as we
fight for ourselves.”’

NOW READY

A HANDY TEXT BOOK

on the economics of Capitalistic Production,
being the first nine chapters of:

Vol. 1 Marx's Capital with the 32nd chapter on
the Historical Tendency of Capitalist Aecunu-
lation included, also an extract from the preface
to the same author’'s “Critique of Poiltical
Economy”, which formulates the materialistic
interpretation of history,

Prices are as per the following quotations:

Post paid in all cases
Single copies, paper ecovers, 50e.
25 ecopies or more, paper covers, copy, 4e.
Single copies, eloth bound, $1.00 per eopy.
10 copies or more, ¢loth bound, eopy, 75e..

We awiit your orders, and we hope you will keep
us busy, as success in this venture means much to
the publishers’ future efforts. Lo

Make all.remittances payable to C. Stephenson,
401 Pender Btreé¢t East, Vancouver, B. C,




