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The Canadian Contingent

PATRIOTIC SPEECH
BY CANADA'S
FRENCH NOBLEMAN

SIR WILFRID LAURIER

PREMIER OF THE
DOMINION OF CANADA

Delivered in the Canadian House of Parliament^ in reply

to Mr. Bourassa'c disscntbg motion, March I3th, 1900
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DEBATE

:

On the Sending of the Canadian Contingent
to South Africa

After a lengthy speech, in which he opposed the sending of
the Canadian Contingent to South Africa, because it was a
departure from the letter of the Canadian Constitution, Mr.
Bourassa moved the following resolution :

"That this House insists on the principle of the Sovereignty
and the Independence of Parliament as the basis of British
Institutions, and the safeguard of the civil and political liberties
of British citizens, and refuses, consequentlv, to consider the
action of the Government in relation to the South African
war as a precedent which should commit this country to any
action in the future. That this House further declares that it
opposes any change in the political and military relations
which exist at present between Canada and Great Britain,
unless such change is initiated by the sovereign will of Parlia-
ment and sanctioned by the people of Canada."

SIR VILFRID LAURIER:
"Mr. Speaker, I have listened to every word uttered

by my hon, friend (Mr. Bourassa) with very deep and
close attention, an attention all the closer after having known
my hon. friend for many years, almost since his infancy.
Being an admirer of his brilliant talents, entertaining for hira
warm persona! friendship, I feel all the more deeply the regret
of having to differ from him. My hon. friend is young and
enthusiastic ; he is at that age, that happy age, where the
pride of cherished theories far outweighs and, indeed, usually
makes light of considerations of practical reality. But I
may be permitted to observe to my hon. friend at once, that
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hon. friend had offered his motion upon the address, or upon
the motion of the Minister of Finance, that motion then might
have been subjected to amendment. I do not find fault with
the principles involved in the motion of mv hon. friend. I am
not prepared, however, to accept the whole lanKua^e of it,

neither am I prepared to accept the opportunity of it, and if my
hon. friend had moved his motion, as I su>;gested to him, as An
amenrlinent to the address, or as an amendment to the resolution
providing for the South African exix;nditure, it would have been
possible for me to offer an anuMulment to his amendment, em-
bodying this principle invoked by him, but embodying it in my
own lan>,niage or in language which would have been more suit-
ed to the House, language less harsh, if mv hon. friend will
pernnt me to say so, in language which I believe would have
rallied around the amendment the unanimous opinion of this
Hou.se. (Cheers.) My hon. friend, in the exercise of his own
judgment, and in the exercise of his right, chose, on the con-
trary, to select his own language and to import into the House
his resolution in the manner in which he has. The hon. gentle-
men mu.st not be surprised that, although I agree with him in
many things, I nni.st tell him at once that I cannot adopt his
motion. If I have come to this conclusion it is not because
I find fault with the principles enunciated in this amend-
ment, but I challenge altogether the opportunity or the raison
d'etre of this motion. It is not sufficient that the principles
involved in a motion submitted to the House should be incon-
trovertible, for the House to adopt that motion. There must
be an opportunity and a reason for it. If my hon. friend, or
any member of this House, were to propo.se as an amendment to
supply that two and two make four, or that there are twelve
months in a year, or that it is the duty of a good Christian to ob-
serve the ten commandments, no one would be disposed to con-
trovert any of his propositions, but no one would feel disposed,
on the other hand, to place any of these propositions on tlie re-
cords of the House. ( Hear, hear.

)

The The reason why I felt bound to oppose the amend-
Argoment ment is not so much becau.se of the termi of the
Challenged, motion itself as because of the a.guments with

which he has supported it. Mv hon. friend as-
serted in his argument that because of the action the Govern-
ment took we have practically violated the terms which the
constitution lays down. Let me repeat to the House the first
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BritUh Here is the law well recognized in England,
Precedent!, here is the principle laid down, together with a

series of precedents to that effect. Todd quotes
several precedents, but I will content myself with two. The
first one is : "At the commencement of the French revolutionary
war Mr. Pitt advanced enormous sums, amounting to upwards of
/ 1, 200,000 to the Krnperor of Germany, to aid in the cfefence of
the general interests of Europe, without the previous sanction
of Parliament. Upon the attention of the House of Commons
being directed to this affair it was proposed to pass a vote of
censure on the Minister, but his friends interposecf and induced
the House to agree ij an amendment, declaring that the pro-
ceeding in question, though not to be drawn tnto precedent,
but upon occasion of special necessity, was under the peculiar
circumstances of the case a justifiable and proper exercise of
the discretion vested in His Majesty's Ministers by a former
vote of credit.

But Mr. Bourassa may .say that there had been a vote of
credit to carry on the war, and that the vote had only been
exhausted. Well, the principle is the same. Let me call
attention to another case which occurred in 1867, and which is

quoted by Tmld : "On February i8th, 1867, the Chancellor of
the Exchequer proposed a vote of /45,72i to defray the cost of
buying Blaca's collection of coins and antiquities for the
Bntisii Museum. Ministers had in the previous autumn as-
sumed the responsibility of this purchase in order to secure this
unique and valuable collection for the nrtion. Under the cir-

cumstances the vote was agreed to without opposition."
I could also call attention to another very remarkable

precedent. I could point to the Goverimient of Disraeli pur-
chasing the whole stock of the Government of the Khedive in
the Suez Canal, and doing this without the authority or the
vote of Parliament. Disraeli's action was approved by the
British Parliament later on. Now, sir, there were British
Liberals in those days just as there are to-day in this Parlia-
ment also. There were Liberals who had not the label on
their breasts and the badge on their necks, but the principles in

their hearts, just as much as any Liberals have them to-<lay.

There was Fox in the time of Pitt, and Gladstone and Bright in
the time of Disraeli, and there the Authority of Parliament was
sanctioned by those Liberals, who held that Parliament could
sanction the expenditure of money in certain emergencies. It

is true that in circumstances of that kind the Government has
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mote the unity and harmony and amity between the diverse
elements of this countr>-. My friends can desert me, they can
withdraw their confidence from me, they can withdraw the
trust which they have placed in my hands, hut never shall I
deviate from that line of policy. Whatever mav be the con-
sequence, whether loss of prestige, loss of popula'rity or loss of
power, I feel that I am in the right, and I know that a time will
come when ever>- man, my hon. friend himself included, will
render me full justice in that respect.

Character But, sir, I understand much better now than
of the War. I did before what is the reason which has impelled

my hon. friend to take the position which he has
taken. My hon. friend is opposed to the war. He thinks the
war is unjust. I do not blame him for holding this view. We
are a British country, and a free country, an(l c'-ry man has
the right to express his opinion. Mv hon. frienc s the s.ime
right to believe that the war is unjus{ that Mr. John Morley has
to believe it, that ]Mr. Courtney has to believe it, that many other
Liberals in England have to believe it. But, if my hon. friend
believes that the war is unjust, for my part 1 am just as fully
convinced in my heart anil conscience that there never was a
juster war on the part of England than that war. I am fully
convinced that there never was a more unjust war on the i)art
of any man than the war that is now carrie<l on bv President
Kruger and the people of the Transvaal. I have not the slight-
est hesitation in saying that for Tresideni Kruger personally
I have the most unbounded admiration. He is a stern patriot,
and that he believes himself to be in the right I do not question,
but if you examine his conduct and his policy in the lij,..t of
history you cannot but come to the conclusion that in this
matter he has been the worst enemy of his own country.

Krugef's What are the facts with regard to that ? It is just
Actioni. as well that we should have it oii., as I have it in my

own mind. It is ea.sy to understand the position
taken by President Kruger. The whole ground of the dispute
has been that President Kruger has refused to give the
Uitlanders the right of suflferage—political and civil rights.
His position is that if he gives the right of sufferage to the
Outlanders they will outland him. But, sir. President Kruger
is not in the position to maintain that argument. He opened
that country to the foreign population : he sold them their

9

'W^
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in the gold concession of Lydenburg, and he was willing to
assist, but on terms. And the quid pro quo which he asked
was some public assurance of good-will, protection and encour-
agement to British settlers in the Transvaal. Mr. Kruger re-

sponded on behalf of the Republic by publishing in the I^ndon
press the cordial invitation and welcome and the promise of
rights and protection to all who would come, so frequently
quoted against him of late."

I have never seen this contradicted, and I ask, in the face
of this invitation by President Kruger, could there be any jus-

tification for the policy afterwards adopted by him of refusing
these i)eople th« right of suffrage and practically making
helots of them ?

The Taxation
of the

Transvaal.

I am not going into the particulars of the
policy of the Transvaal Republic, or into the
religious question touched on this afternoon by
my hon. friend. But let me give a single

circumstance which is to be found in the last statement of the
Year Book. The population of the Transvaal is 245,397, and
the revenue exacted from that population is ^"4,480, 2 10 sterling,

or |i4,4oi,(xx3—very nearly ;f icxi of taxation per head. Let me
compare this with the taxation of the three foremost nations
of the world—England, France, and the United States. The
taxation of the United States is about $j or $8 per head, of

England |i2 per head, and of Erance |2o per head. But in the
Transvaal the population is taxed to the tune of $100 per head,
the bulk of which is borne by the Uitlanders. That population
has to bear almost the whole of that taxation, and yet is denied
every vestige of re])re.sentation. That being the case, we must
admit that the (juarrel of England was just, wli-'U she insisted

that her British subjects in tlie Transvaal should at least have
the rights of citizenship when willing to submit to the law. I

believe that her quarrel was just, and public opinion in this

countrj- being anxious that we should take part in the war,

we thought it our duty to satisfy public opinion by sending
our military contingent, relying confidently upon Parliament
ratifying our course.

Imperial My hon. friend has submitted a second proposi-

Relations. tion. It is this;— "That this House further de-

clares that it opposes any change in the political and
military relations which exist at present between Canada and

II
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berlain had been preparing for war? No, sir, we were not
forced by England, we were not forced by Mr. Chamberlain or
by Downing Street, to do what we did, and I cannot conceive
what my hon. friend meant when he said that the future of this
country was not to be pledged by this Government. When and
where did we pledge the future of this country ? We acted in
the full independence of our sovereign ]X)wer. What we did we
did of our own free will, but I am not to answer for the conse-
quences or for what will take place in the future. My hon. friend
says that the con.<?equence is that we will be called on to take
part in other wars.

Our Part tn I have only this to answer to my hon. friend,
Future that if it should be the will of the people
Wart. of Canada, at any future stage, to take part in any

war of England, the people of Canada will have to
have their way. (Prolonged cheering from both sides.) Let
me say to my hon. friend further, the maxim which he has
advocated this afternoon, and which he took from the despatch
of Lord Grey to Lord Elgin—"It nmst be remembered that the
Government of the British Colonies in North America cannot be
carried on in opposition to the will of the people"—that was the
language in 1847 ; it holds good in 1900, and will be the language
used so long as we have free parliameiUarv institutions in
Canada. (Cheers.) But I have no he.sitation' in .saying to my
hon. friend that if, as a consequence of our action to-day, tlie

doctrine were to be admitted that Canada should take jjart'in all
the wars of Great Britain and contribute to the military
expenditure of the Empire, I will agree with him that we should
revise the conditions of things existing between us and Great
Britain. (Cheers. ) If we were to be compelled to take part in
all the wars of Britain, I have no hesitation in saying that I
agree with my hon. friend that, sharing the burden we should
also share the responsibility. Under that condition of things,
which does not exist, we should have the right to say to Great
Britain, "If you want us to help you, you must call us to vour
councils ; if you want us to take part in wars, let us share' not
only the burdens but the responsibility as well." But there is

no occasion to say that to-day. My hon. friend forgets one
thing which is essential to this discussion, that we did not use
our power as a Government to go into that war. We have a
Militia Act in this country ; we have a force composed of stand-
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I entertain of the beneficial results which will accrue from that
action. When our young volunteers sailed from our shores to
join the British Army in vSouth Africa, great were our expecta-
tions that they would display on those distant battlefielcls the
same courage which had been displayed by their fathers when
fighting against one another in the last century. Again, in
many breasts there was a fugitive sense of uneasiness at the
thought that the first facing of musketry and cannon by raw
recruits is always a severe trial. But when the telegraph
brought us the news that such was the good impression made
by our volunteers that the Commander-in-Chief had placed them
in the post of honor, in the first rank, to share the danger with
that famous corps, the Gordon Highlanders

; when we heard
that they had justified fully the confidence placed in them that
they had charged like veterans, that their conduct was heroic
and had won for them the encomiums of the Commander-in-Chief
and the unstinted arlmiration of their comrades, who had faced
death upon a hundred battle-fields in all parts of the world is
there a man whose bosom did not swell with pride, that noblest
of all pride, that pride of pure patriotism, the pride of the con-
sciousness of our rising strength, the pride of the consciousness
that on that day it has been revealed to the world that a new
power had arisen in the west? (Loud and prolonged cheers
from both sides.

)

A New Nor is that all. The work of union and har-
Bond mony between the chief races of this countrv is not
of Union, yet complete. We know by the unfortunate occur-

rences that took place onlv last week that there ismuch to do in that way. But there "is no bond of union so
strong as the bond created by common dangers faced in com-
mon. (Hear, hear.) To-day there are men in South Africa
representing the two branches of the Canadian family, fightintr
side by side for the honor of Canada. Already some of them
have fallen, giving to the country the last full measure of
devotion. Their remains have been laid in the same grave
there to remain to the end of time in that last fraternal embrace'
Can we not hope, I ask my hon. friend himself, that in that
grave shall be buried the last vestiges of our former antagonism
If such shall be the result, if we can indulge that hope if we
can believe that in that grave shall be buried contentions the
sending of the contingent would be the greatest service ever



rendered to Canada since Confedehation. These are themotives, at all events which guided us, these are the thought!which inspired us, and they are thoughts which ouSt to commend themselves to the heart and jucfgment of my hon frien™knowing him as I know him; these, in my judgment" shoSld
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