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An address by the Prime Minister,
Mr. L.S. St. Laurent delivered at
the Diamond Jubilee of the Associa-
tion of Canadian Clubs, at Hamilton
Ontario, September 12, 1952.

Mr, St. Laurent opened his ad-

dress with a tribute to the Cana-

dian Clubs on the occasion of their
Diamond Jubilee. e closed his. in-,
troduction by saying that "the As-
sociation of Canadian Clubs is, to
my mind, most representative of
things Canadian, and any institution
which today fairly represents Canada
cannot help but be young, vigorous
and bold", The text of the speech

from this point follows:

«sss+I think of Canada as a budding adult with the
key to the front door of the century in her hand. :

The fact that Canada has reached the age of majority
among the family of nations is now of course universally
recognized. But that recognition had to be won and the fact
that it has been won was due, in no small part, to our un-
wavering insistence, during our national adolescence, that,
in addition to controlling our domestic affairs as we have
done for a hundred years, the Canadian people were capable
of making their own decisions in their relations with other
nations. The evolution of a nation among the nations, begun
by Sir Wilfrid Laurier and continued by Sir Robert Borden
and Mr. Mackenzie King, has now reached its completion and
Canada has all the characteristics of an adult nation, without
external limitations on the management of both its domestic
and its foreign affairs.

It should be a matter of pride for us that we have
been able to reach adult status. Certainly at the time of
the birth of our nation, and for many years afterwards, there
were many grave threats to our growth.  Confederation itself
was far from being the unanimous wish of the Canadians of
1867. Many accepted the union with reluctance and some of
the earlier generations were never reconciled to the new
federation. By 1871 the territorial limits of Canada included
over one half of a continent but that vast territory was in
the control of a handful of people concentrated on the fringes
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of the four original provinces, while to our south lay a virile,
populated nation that had already achieved a goodly proportion
of 1ts wenitest destiny and showed manifest signs of being
capable of acnieving much more,

Not only were the links between Nova Scotia and
British Coluubia very tenuous, but the confederation was only
a few years ola winen it was plunged into an economic depres-
sion whicih lasted aliaust unrelieved Tor 20 years. These hard
times resultea partly irow external causes and partly from the
accumulation of huge debts necessary to finance the vital rail
link with British Coluubiaeceeces : : '

As a Diauaond Jubilee 1s an occasion for looking back-
wardsy it is appropriaste to look for some of the reasons for
our survival as a nation. These reasons should help us to
unuerstand why we now have that key in our hands.

One of tine reasons for our survival lies beyond the
borders of Canada. It has been the attitude of our southern
neighbour towards our development. The strong sense of destiny
tuat aeveloped in tne United States after it had broken through
the Appalachilan barriers of the eastern seaboaru produced a
physical developuent that was without parallel in history. Yet,
in spite of tne fears of tue Fatners of Confederation, the surge
of nationalism that accompanied the swift westward progress of
tihe Auwericans was of a difterent nature from those otner brands
of nationalisu that have been responsible for so wuch strife and
destruction elsewhere. : )

Wwith tune exception of a few boundary disputes which
were settled without a struggle = though not always to Canadian
liking - ang a few occasions ut vocal violence, Auwerican nationsl-
ism was a force tnat recopnized and respected the territorial
riguts of tne nuaerically weaker nortuern neighbour. Though
tiie Awericans have never entirely inwerstood tie more auiable
arrangesent by wnich we Canadians gained the right of self-
governuwent iroum Lonuon, tucy nave sensed and respected our
fira resolve to be curselves. Awerican nationalism has been
teuperea by tne continuous interciiange of peoples tnat has
taken place vetiieen Caiiata anc tiue united States since the end
of tue Yar of Incepencence, anu is still taking place today to
itne auvantapge ol Loth oi our nations.

Leonciaie facters have also contriouted to our
natioral growtih. Only one year veiore Coniederation, tne
recrprocal trece srreagewe.t taet nad existed with the United
States anu nau veen so veneiicial to tne British North Auerican
provinces was enced.

with tie loss of vital markets resulting frowm the
terwination of tne Heciprocity Treaty, tne prospects of Canada .
lollowing an incepeundent econcumic course seeuwed to wmany very :
gloowy inGeed. 1Indeed a few pessiwists saw annexation to the
unitea States &¢ ti.e orly cure to the nardship tnat was sure _
to tullow. i

Fortunately the optiumists far outnumbered the pes-
siwists anc tne response to tue cuallenje was a search for
vti.el warsets aiu tue estavlisnwent of new Caradian inaustries.
Tue golng was nard at first, and discouragements were wany
vLt Lane eliiorts nave wveen well rewsrded.

we nave only to look avout us in this city to see
wnat sort of accouwplisnwents have been wacde in industry, and
it 1s cowuen knowledge tiat Canada is tne fourth greatest
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trading nation of the world today. . These two achievements,

the fruit of adventure and enterprise, have given all Canadians
a comuon feeling of accomplishment and pride, and have played

a part in the creation of a Canadian consciousness, '

You in Hamilton have long prided yourselves on living
in the industrial heart of Canada, and the growth of this city
and reglion have been simply prodigious. But there are new
comaunities in every part of Canada following close on the
weels of your achievewents here,

Early this year I visited the great rival steel centre
of Sault Ste. iarie. Less than a month ago I saw, at Arvida,
in the Saguenay region, the greatest single hydro-electric
power plant in the world and the greatest aluminum refinery
in the Comumonwealth. lLiore recently I have seen the greatest
smelter in the Comuonwealth at Trail, the huge sawmills of
Vancouver Island, the tremendous paper-mill at Powell River,
and the sites of even vaster undertakings in Northern British
Columbia and Alverta., I passed across the Prairies as the
farmers harvested the greatest wheat crop yet.

. I have seen so much tnat I feel we can aluost over-
take our American neigihbours with our superlatives.,

But otuner less material factors have helped to make
Canada a separate nation. It is a commonplace on such occasions
to say we are one nation with two cultures. That is true. But
it is also true tuat wvoth uriginal racial groups in Canada have
snared alike in tneir European and Cnristian heritage.

Thuis comuon appreciation of the good in European
traditions and institutions has made a contribution to our
evolution to nationhood. Unique auwong the nations of America,
we did not violently sever our ties with Europe but have
continued to look to that continent as a source of enrichment
lor our own way of life. This no doubt explains why, of all
people of the Western hemispnere, Canadians seem best able to
unuerstand Europe and why, I think, tney are better understood
by Europesns. e have appreciated Europe's gifts and we have
used tinose gifts in developing our own culture.

"~ No sumuary of the facturs that have bound us together
as a nation would be complete withnout a reference to our memver-
snip in the Couwuwonvwealth of Nations. Ve Canadians have taken
vride in the growth of that association of free and independent
nations and in the contributions that we have made to its
evolution. Ve see in the Couwonwealth an instrument of co-
operation for the comuwon good in both peace and war, but at
tiie sawe time an instrument which does not bind its members
rigidly by specific commitwents or forual terms. The Common-
wealth 1s not a power bloc, but is an arrangement which permits
its wewbers to participate fully in the task of building an
€lliective international organization on a wider scale. Vhen
rroulewis do arise tuat can ve solved by co-operation ana under-
standing, Canaaa Las always been ready to assist in solving
taem, as we aid at Colombo in 1950, when the Colomvo Plan was
estaplishea. We intend to try to tie best of our aoility, at
l.e Cowwonwealth Econouwic Conference to ve hLeld in Lonaon in
llovewper, to foster Lelpiul co-operation within and beyond the
Cowonwealtli. ’

Tne sentiwents wuich Canadians feel for tiis great
institution in wnose evolution they have played a leading role
tave been a unifying factor iu our national lire.
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It would seem almost too obvious to mention that
the Crown has made a strong contribution to the development
of Canadian unity. But 1f I were to omit a reference to the
Crown I would be neglecting an important force in Canada's
growth to adult nationhood. We Canadians have a sense of
national loyalty, but because we are of different racial
origins and have different cultural backgrounds, and because
our centres of population are scattered we also have strong
local loyalties. »

- The interesting and sometimes disconcerting variety
we find in provincial politics I think bears this out.

This rich diversity of local loyalties is blended
together in a common loyalty to the Crown, a loyalty which
was drauwatically and enthusiastically demonstrated by the
reception given to our Royal visitors a year ago by Canadian
citizens of all provinces and of all ethnic origins.

Sometimes I feel that our American friends envy
the symbol of unity that we have in the Crown, for whenever
Canada is honoured with a Royal visit they feel éntitled to
snare in it as sort of ex ofricio members of the Commonwealth.
Sucn a tnought, of course, if carried too far, would be
dangerous and I don't want to be placed in the ewbarrassing
position of having offered the United States an opportunity
to come into Confederation so tnat they too might directly
anjoy the advantages of constitutional monarchy - or even
of a dollar stronger than their own. B ’

While all tiuese factors have been important ones
in our development into full nationhood, one of the most
important of all, and what does most to make the Canadian
nation different from otners, is the bilingual and bi-cultural
partnership in this nation of ours. If that partnership had
not veen cemented by the sincere efforts of the great majority
of Canacaians to achieve mutual understanding and by their
willingness to co-operate in solving the major problems that
have faced our country, then, we could scarcely apply the
tera "adult"™ to our nstion. '

. The men wnho founded our nation did so on one
rrinciple tuat stands out above all others, the principle
tnat tune new nation should enable the English-speaking and.
French-speaking partners to keep their essential character-
istics, tneir religion, their language, their culture. This
tney saw as tne keystone of our national unity.....

Tne exauple set by tne Canadian Clubs in 1892 in
fostering vetter relations between tne two members of our
naticnal partnership have had so many imitators whose elforts
to obtain greater unity have been successful that it can now
be trutntully said that Canada merits that definition of a
nation given in St. Augustine's "The City of God" - "A nation
1s an association of reasonable beings united in a peaceful
shiaring of tue things tuney cnerishecese"

I said earlier tnat I believe that Laurier's
lawous propuecy is on tne verge of oeing fulfilled, that
Lanaca slanus witu tue Key to tne front door of the century
in wer hana. Anu I have spent several minutes in describing
tue processes and eleuents that nave been used in thne forging
of tuat xey.
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On the otiier side of that door lie riches so fabulous
and variea tuet it taxes tne imagination to Jdescribe them. Even
the abundant heritage tuat Providence has been pleased to bless
us witn to date is but a pale shadow of the treasures that can
be ours.

This promise of better thiings to come brings with
it great responsivilities, and, if we are to becoume the
great nation as now appears to be our aestiny, we have to
accept those responsibilities,

One of tne responsipilities that our wealth will put
upon us will oe to use our resources to the greater good of
not only Canadians but of all mankind.

" We must, I think, see that all Canadians share in
tue material advancements of the future by the establishment,
with tne co-operation of all of tihe existing agencies, of as
couprehensive a system of social Justice as it is in our
power to provide. o

The new riciies which appear just across the threshold
shiould not so dazzle us that we forget the Biblical maxia that
"1o whousoever much is givan, of him shall be much reguiredt,

We must not become so satisfied with our own good
fortune tnat ve forget that tlhere are wany millions of people
living in tue vworld today wuao are scarcely aule to rind enough
scraps to keep alives.... Our people have desanced of tneir
government trat scuetiiing be dune to alleviate the suffering
o' tiue starving wasses o1 the worla and nave supported, with
alwost unanimous appruvval, Canaaa's participatiion in the
rehavilitation prograw.es of tue various United Hations agercies
ana the Colowoo Flan. ‘Tuey have regretted tnat it hes not
been possible to accomplish still more in tnese international
nuwanitarian projects because it has been necessary, in
association witu otuer iree peoples, to spend so much for
our own national security and for trneirs.

I lLiope arnd I believe tuat once tne measures for our
own safety anu the safety of all ireedom loving peoples with
vinlch our own is oound up, have been reascnavly secured from
tue fourumidable tnreat tnat still snows no signs of diminishing,
Canaaians will want to participate to a greater degree than
tliey can tocay in helping tueir less fortunate feliow human
beings to iwprove iueir iot in lifle.

The realists awung us, and I think that most Canadians
are realists, kinow tuat auring tine ,resent period of inter-
national tension we have no ciioice but to strengthen our
cetences, altuough I velieve all of us would much rsther live
in a world wunere no tax woney at all haad to go into aruawents.

I aw convinced our people realize tiat if tiue free world fails
to proviue for its vwn protection, even tnough we have to
delay the wany projects we would like to carry out in the
interests ot internationl human welfare, it will be counnitting
a great criue, .

hot only would we be depriving the enslaved world
ol all hope, but in tune long run it would be doowing huge
areas to perpetual starvation.

Once we are satisfied tuat tue tureat to the free
nations ot tune world wno besr wita tunea the liopes of all
Luwanity was sulliciently uiuirisned, tuen vwe can turn to
luose constructive projects we would much rather be carrying
out now.
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We all hope that that happy time will come soon.
When 1t does come let us go about our task without an attitide
of condescension. - I think another word for it is "Olympian
detachment" - but in a spirit of equality and of co-operation.

If it is the choice of our people to assume this
responsibility, let us do so with a wholesome spirit. Let
us look upon our task as one of helping others to help them-
selves.

Let us realize that we are not expected to be
perpetual donors of food or to be permanent subsidizers, and
that what is wanted irom us is tne sharing of our technical
"know~how'" and our aid in the form of capital goods so that
dams may be built, new areas irrigated, new techniques
euployed to enable the underdeveloped areas to be developed
and the underfed peoples to feed themselves.

Qur destiny requires more of us than ensuring
greater social justice and maintaining freedom and opportunity
at home and assisting those less fortunate tnan ourselves
tnroughout the world, however worthy and necessary tunose
things are. If this century is to be ours, we must show the
disillusioned and those without hope that our kind of society
is a worthwhile one; that we ourselves are, on the whole, fairly
decent people interested in the welfare oi our neighbours. For
all the members of the human race are really neighbours in this
moaern age.

VWie will not triumph in the struggle against Comuunism
by arms and production alone, essential though they are.
Comumunism has flourished because of poverty and despair but
it has also become the home of the frustrated and of many
conlused souls wno could not fulfil tueir own natural destiny
or had no roots in a democratic society.

We will rid tne world of this mouern menace only
it we really practice what we prencn. That weans we have to
tolerate tnose with whom we nonestly aifier. It means we must
allow creativeness and we must preserve freedom for others
to say and opelieve what tney will. It means oruinary uen
ana woaen must have a chance to live their own lives in their
own way and bring up their cnildren decently, and enjoy the
lellowship of tneir neighbours. The happier and more prosperous
tue oruinary numan being is tue less likely there are to be
wipleasant dictators oraering us about. All this requires
a recognition or tue fact tunat 'e are all, regardless of the
colour of our sxin, or of tne lanpuage we speak, or the
country we belong to, pretty much the same kind of people =
though strange we may sometimes appear to each other to be. You
rewewver tne appraisal of tihe dear old Quaker: "All the world
art strange, but thee and me, Priscilla, ana thou art strange
at tiaes." But that kind ot strangeness need not keep us
apart any more than it did Priscilla and her @uaker husband.

. If we Canadians can try to have this kind of attitude
sucui an exruple wny perhaps be our noblest contribution to the
welfare ol wankind.

1f we Canadians accept the responsivilities that our
new wealth is placing upon us, by employing it tor tnese un-
selfisn enus tuen we will prove worthy custodians of the key
tiiat has been placed in our nanusSeeese

S/C




